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After a fatal accident March 31 at the intersection of
Alabama 243 and County Road 79, some residents want
to see safety enhancements made at the intersection.

Milton Alexander, 82, died when his vehicle was struck
by another car at the intersection the night of March 31. 

Franklin County Sheriff Shannon Oliver recalls several
accidents at the intersection, and Oliver said many of
those result from eastbound traffic on 79 attempting to
cross 243. 

“It is difficult for vehicles coming from Bear Creek to see
northbound traffic when crossing 243,” Oliver said.

A sharp curve on 243 just south of the intersection with
79 allows for minimal time for northbound vehicles on
243 to react if another vehicle is crossing on 79. Although
vehicles on 243 have the right of way, motorists complain

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

If you follow Community Spirit Bank CEO/President
Brad Bolton on social media, you already know about the
difficulties many community banks are dealing with not
being able to access the Small Business Administration
system to process Paycheck Protection Program loans
as part of the recently passed CARES Act.

Bolton, who serves as Vice-Chairman of the
Independent Community Bankers of America (ICBA),
said that more than one-third of all community banks,
which are the ones primarily working to help small busi-
nesses navigate through the PPP loan process, haven’t
been able to get into the system as of April 7th. 

Along with ICBA Chairman Noah Wilcox, who serves as
CEO/President of a community bank in Minnesota,
Bolton represented the nation’s community banks in an
April 7 teleconference with President Donald Trump to
discuss the status of the PPP.

Bolton told the President that community banks make
at least half of the nation’s small business loans.

“Being accessible and
responsive to our cus-
tomers is what commu-
nity bankers do, and I
am proud to wear the
title of a community
banker,” Bolton told
Trump. “I ask that you
deploy the resources
necessary to get every
community bank in the
country in the system. 

“I am confident that if
we can unleash the full
power of all community
banks, small business-
es will be restored,
paychecks will be
restored and our com-
munities can begin
recovering and flourish-

Fatal accident reignites concerns
about 243/79 intersection safety

Bolton discusses community banking issues
with President Trump via teleconference

See ‘CLOSED,’ page  7

Brad Bolton
See ‘BOLTON,’ page 9

COURTESY PHOTO
Concerns have been raised over the safety of the

243/79 intersection after a recent fatal accident.



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Donald A. Epperson, 76, of
Russellville, died on Thursday, April
9th.  Pinkard Funeral Home assisted

the family.

Hugh Ray Harbin, 78,
ofRussellville, died  on Thursday,
April 9th.  Pinkard Funeral Home

assisted the family.

Deanna Welch King, 60, of
Russellville, died on Monday, April
6th.  Spry Memorial Chapel assisted

the family.

Value Pack Chicken
Fingers
$14.99 / 5-lb. pack

Fresh Chicken Tenders
$2.59/lb.

Mrs. Shubert
Rolls
$2.99/10-ct.

Fresh Lean

Ground Beef
$2.89 lb.

fam. pack

Boston Butt

Pork Roast
$1.49 lb./2

pack

Boneless

Ribeye
Steaks

$9.99 lb.

Country Style

Pork Ribs
$1.99 lb.

Bottom

Round Roast
$4.49 lb.

Smoked
Sliced Bacon

$2.99 lb./ family
pack

Smoked Picnic
Shoulders
$1.49 /lb.

Come enjoy these great deals!
We thank you for your business!

10-

Saturday, Oct. 19th
Saturday, April 18



Pilgrim’s giving back to
Russellville Hospital employees
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We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns, cartoon panels, letters to
the editor, recipes and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

r
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Zack Cummings described it as “food heroes helping health care heroes,”
as he and other Pilgrim’s of Russellville employees unloaded 220 10-pound
bags of chicken breasts Tuesday morning to give to every employee at
Russellville Hospital.

Cummings, the plant manager for Pilgrim’s of Russellville, said the chicken
bags were just a small way of saying ‘thank you’ to health care workers on
the front lines battling to keep us safe right here at home.

All Russellville Hospital employees received a 10-pound bag of Pilgrim’s
newest product, Chef’s Exclusive boneless, skinless chicken breasts.
Pilgrim’s Complex Manager Kevin Touchstone said the product is available
at Sam’s Club, Walmart and other retail locations.

The addition of the Chef’s Exclusive 10-pound bags created additional
infrastructure in the form of a new line at Pilgrim’s, as well as the addition of
75 new jobs.

“We are so thankful for our employees and we very much appreciate our
health care workers in our community, too,” Touchstone said. 

Pilgrim’s continues at full production as the plant is classified as an ‘essen-
tial’ business. Touchstone said he’s appreciative of the company’s employ-
ees for remaining dedicated to their jobs during a difficult time for everyone.

And Russellville Hospital employees are appreciative to Pilgrim’s for the
company’s gift of 2,200 pounds of chicken produced right here in Franklin
County.

PHOTO BY JOHN PILATI
Doing their part to help out workers on the front lines in the fight

against COVID-19, Pilgrimʼs Pride donated 220 10-pound bags of
chicken for every employee at Russellville Hospital.



Census numbers up, but could be
higher according to local officials
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Although Franklin County residents have
responded to the 2020 Census at a rate slightly
higher than the national average, the numbers
show cause for concern that the county will again
be underrepresented, according to Dick Rowland,
Senior Coordinator of the Franklin County Census
Committee.

Through April 3, 2020, the self-response rate for
American households is 43.9 percent. Across
Alabama, the rate is 43.9 percent and in Franklin
County, it’s 43.1 percent.

The 2010 Census showed Franklin County’s
population to be 31,704, a number Rowland
believes is significantly under the actual number of
residents. He said the goal in 2020 is to beat that
number by 30 percent. That would require an
additional 9,500 county residents to respond.

“Those residents are here, we believe. We just
have a bunch of people who are reluctant to
respond,” Rowland said, referring to Latino resi-
dents. 

“Many are newer arrivals who do not know that
we can trust the Census Bureau not to reveal any-
thing personal about them to law enforcement or
any other agency.”

Federal law provides that Census information in
the possession of the government may not be
released to other agencies, as explained at
www.census.gov: “The U.S. Government will not
release personally identifiable information about
an individual to any other individual or agency until
72 years after it was collected.

What happens with the Census information
translates to Alabama and Franklin County feder-
al funds allocated to local schools, road construc-
tion and maintenance, medical aid and emer-
gency services. That averages approximately
$1,600 per person per year over the next 10
years, Rowland said. 

Conversely, for every person not counted in the
Census, the state and community incur a loss of
$16,000.

“That’s not good for the neighborhood. It’s not a
good neighbor action for anyone to fail to do the
Census,” Rowland said. “These losses must be
made up in lack of services or time, effort, money,
etc. of all the neighbors of families not answering
the Census.”

Census self-response continues through August
31, 2020. In May, Census workers will begin
knocking on doors of Franklin County residences
whose occupants have not responded.

The committee’s tiered goals for Census
response in Franklin County are:

—by April 15th, 55 percent.
—by May 1st, 100 percent.
—by May 15th, 115 percent.
—by June 1st, 125 percent.
—by August 31st, 130 percent.
If county residents hit that goal, it could result in

more than $15 million of new federal cash flow into
county and city coffers, Rowland said.

The highest reporting Census tract in Franklin
County to date is Red Bay South/Burnout, report-
ing at 47.3 percent. The lowest percentage is
found in Russellville East, with only 38 percent
responding.

NWSCC registration begins Emergency state extended
Submitted to the FFP

Northwest-Shoals Community College (NW-SCC) will begin summer and
fall registration in a little different way beginning next week. Advising and reg-
istration will be conducted exclusively online beginning Monday, April 13
(registration begins for students with 30+ earned hours).

On Wednesday, April 15, registration will begin for students with less than
30 earned hours and on Monday, April 20, registration will begin for new stu-
dents. Summer classes begin Tuesday, May 26.

NW-SCC is working to make decisions that are in the best interests of the
health, safety, and academic success of its students. “The health and safe-
ty of our students, faculty, and staff come first,” said NW-SCC President Dr.
Glenda Colagross. “We believe we have put together a new virtual registra-
tion process that will best help our students register for the summer and fall
semesters in our current environment.”

NW-SCC staff will  be  available by email and WebEx  chat links  to meet
all the needs of current and prospective students and answer any questions
they may have about Summer and/or Fall Registration.  Faculty, staff, and
administration will do their best to respond to all e-mailed questions on the
same day. 

NW-SCC has set-up a Summer/Fall Registration webpage
(https://www.nwscc.edu/2020-summerfall-registration) to walk current and
prospective students through the registration process. Students can click
on the link and sign up for advising appointments online.  Advising
appointments are conducted in a one-on-one virtual environment where
students and advisors have the opportunity to interact face-to-face through
the college’s WebEx communication software.  The  Advising/Registration
link is also located at the top of the NW-SCC website (www.nwscc.edu).

For those who have not yet applied for admission to NW-SCC, they can
apply online at  nwscc.edu. Students who have not already applied for finan-
cial aid are encouraged to complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) immediately. The FAFSA can be submitted online at
www.fafsa.gov, and the NW-SCC school code is 005697.

For more information, please contact Dr. Crystal Reed, Assistant Dean, at
cingle@nwscc.edu.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Council approved an extension of the city’s
Declaration of State of Local Emergency Resolution at a short meeting held
April 6.

The council extended the resolution through May 4, the date of the next
regular scheduled council meeting. 

Russellville Mayor David Grissom declared a State of Local Emergency
declaration on March 16, following the lead of President Donald Trump and
Gov. Kay Ivey.

The Code of Alabama provides that a local government may declare a
State of Emergency based on the fact that the governor has done the same
at the state level.

The resolution authorizes the mayor to perform certain duties that ordinar-
ily would require approval of the city council, including entering into contracts
dealing with the COVID-19 emergency situation and making certain person-
nel moves that may be necessary in response to the emergency.

District One City Councilman David Palmer asked the council to modify the
resolution to be applicable only in the event that a majority of the city coun-
cil would be unable at attend a meeting.

“I don’t think the mayor wants to be in a position where he has to make
some of these decisions,” Palmer said. “If there is some reason that prevents
a quorum from being present at a meeting, I would agree with the resolution. 

“Otherwise, I would like input into any decision made on behalf of my con-
stituents,” Palmer added.

Palmer made a motion to approve the amended declaration with the condi-
tion that City Attorney Danny McDowell include the language about the
mayor’s authority being triggered only by a quorum of the council being
unable to meet.

The motion passed unanimously.
The council also approved a claim of $269 from Russellville resident Jeff

Harbin for damage to his mailbox at his Waterloo Road residence. The mail-
box was accidentally damaged by the city’s leaf collector while picking up
debris on the side of the road.





Ronnie McDowell returns to Russellville to celebrate his 70th birthday
with a special show at the Roxy Theatre on Saturday, May 16 at 7

p.m. Joseph Baldwin and Johnathan Len will open the show. Tickets are on sale now.
Reserved seats are $20-$35, and general admission balcony seats are $15. For ticket
information, call 256-415-3270. Proceeds will benefit the Roxy Restoration Fund.  

The NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies free
and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or

a chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipi-
ents may also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx today.
There is no charge for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-
389-0529 and ask for Paula Pardue. This program is in partnership with the state of
Alabama and Alabama Department of Senior Services.  

TOPS 0155 Russellville is now meeting at the Russellville Hospital
Education Room at 4:30 p.m. every Monday. Everyone is welcome to

drop in for a free meeting visit. Call 256-446-5962 or 256-412-2855 for more info. 

The Bay Tree Council for the Performing Arts has announced that its
next production, Cheating Cheaters, that was to be performed April

23-26, 2020, will be postponed until June. They apologize for any inconvenience,
but hope everyone stays well and they look forward to seeing everyone in June. 

Village Square Apartments in Russellville host George’s Country Boys
each Monday from 6-8 p.m. for some Gospel and Country singing!

Mountain Valley Hee Haw features live music every Saturday night.
Show time is 6 p.m. Free admission. No alcohol or drugs. From

Russellville, take 243 to Hwy. 79, turn right, go 1/4 mile, third building on left. For
more information, please call 256-332-5479 or 256-810-4840 for more information. 

New Life Ministries invites you to join them for Sunday School at 10
a.m. on Sunday mornings and for worship services on Sundays at 11

a.m. and 5 p.m. and Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. On the first Sunday of each month,
there will be a fellowship lunch after morning services. You and your family are
invited to come worship and fellowship with the Lord of Hosts and his children. New
Life Ministries is located on Hwy. 24 west toward Red Bay, behind Tompkins Feed. 

You are welcome to all services at Pleasant Ridge Missionary Baptist
Church (Hwy. 48 in Russellville). Sunday service times: Sunday

School at 10 a.m., worship service at 11 a.m., Sunday night service at 6 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible Study is held at 6:30 p.m. Pastor is Bro. Roger Bond. 
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they can only see a limited distance to the sharp curve and while it may look
clear, there could be a vehicle traveling north coming seconds later that they
had no way of knowing about.

Two residents who live on CR 79 contacted the Franklin Free Press with
concerns about the intersection. One asked whether a flashing caution light
could be installed, and/or caution signs on 243 south and north of 79 to alert
motorists there is an intersection ahead.

One Phil Campbell resident described the intersection as a ‘bad place.
“Look, look, look, then stomp on the gas and pray nothing’s coming,” the

resident said on a social media post.
For Patrick Taylor,  he believes the 243/79 intersection to be the most dan-

gerous one in the three counties in which he regularly travels.
“The northbound traffic on Hwy 243 is going uphill and into a blind curve as

they approach this intersection. Traffic coming  from either direction on Hwy
79 has so little time to react that it is very unsafe at the best of times,” Taylor
said.

“Aerial maps are a little deceiving when you look at this intersection,
because you cannot see clearly how much the change in elevation and the
curve on Hwy 243 contributes to an extremely blind intersection here. I shud-
der to think about school buses crossing Hwy 243 here in route to or from
East Franklin School, which is near here,” he added.

Arenna Orozco agrees. And she says the danger is compounded certain
times of the year when trees along 243 are not trimmed.

“There’s also a noticeable difference when the trees have been trimmed
back versus when they haven’t been. I’m not sure what could fix this, but it’s
been a big issue for years for those of us who often travel these roads,”
Orozco said.

Phil Campbell resident Barry Pounders believes something should be done
to slow down motorists on 243 as they approach 79.

“A big problem is speed on Hwy. 243, 70 MPH or more. They need to install
rumble strips to remind people to slow down,” Pounders said  

The FFP contacted Franklin County Engineer David Palmer about the inter-
section. Palmer said since 243 is a state maintained road, the State of
Alabama, through the Alabama Department of Transportation, is responsible
for maintaining the intersection as well.

“We cannot even install road signs on Highway 243,” Palmer said.
Mark Dale, ALDOT Operations Engineer, said citizens who have concerns

about the 243/79 intersection should contact him with a detailed explanation
of why they believe a traffic study should be conducted there.

“What I would tell people is if you drive either of those roads or go
through that intersection regularly, and you’re very familiar with it, explain
the reasons for your concerns and provide your contact information,” Dale
said. 

“You need to express more than just saying it’s a dangerous intersection.
If you’re regularly traveling through that intersection, let me know why your
believe there is a problem, so someone like me, who would rarely go
through it, can understand. For example, if your experience is when I pull
out from the west side of
79 I can’t see northbound
traffic on 243, explain
that so I can better
understand the situation,”
Dale added.

Dale’s email address is
dalema@dot.state.al.us.

“By sending us a
detailed email, that will
provide a good record of
citizen concerns about
that intersection,” Dale
said.

If ALDOT officials deter-
mine it to be necessary, a
traffic impact study may
be conducted on the
intersection to determine
what, if any, enhance-
ments could be made to
increase safety at the
location.
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Shoals Primary Care, LLC
Internal Medicine • Family & General Practice

Dr. Faizullah Syed
is Welcoming New Patients

Monday-Thursday • 8am - 5pm | Friday • 8am-Noon
Admitting Privileges at Helen Keller Hospital

Baylee Corsbie CRNP, Faizullah Syed M.D.,
Misty Maxwell CRNP, Kelli Robertson CRNP

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield

256-383-4473
shoalsprimarycarellc.com
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MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED • MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Walk-ins are Welcome

spent and they maintain their workforce. Bolton said this is one program
that can directly help people in his community.

“These are real dollars flowing back to our small businesses, which are the
backbones of our communities. But lots of community banks are still locked
out of the system,” Bolton said.

The first day for filing loan applications under the program was Friday, April
3. But banks and lending institutions across the country experienced prob-
lems with the SBA portal throughout the day.

Bolton said banks had received very little guidance on how to do the PPP
loans, and that’s created frustration among borrowers, banks and account-
ants who are being asked to compile information necessary to file for the
loans.

“Customers hear on TV that everyone else is getting money and there’s
only $350 billion allocated and as of Tuesday, $70 million has been funded,”
Bolton said. “So they think if I don’t get my money now, I’ll be left in the cold.
That puts added pressure on the borrower, accountant and banker. It’s far
from a perfect process.”

Even with its problems, the PPP and CARES Act is a good thing for the
country, Bolton believes.

“I am thankful Congress, for once, acted here and did something good for
Main Street and rural America, which is where most small businesses exist,”
Bolton said. “I’m honored to have represented our bank and our community
for that rural perspective. We want to make sure those people have a voice. 

“If community banks aren’t part of the process, small businesses will get left
out because the bigger companies are not going to make those smaller
loans,” he added.

The ICBA represents the interests of community banks across the country.
With more than 50,000 locations nationwide, community banks comprise 99
percent of all banks. 

For more information, visit www.icba.org.

‘BOLTON,’ from page 1



YARD SALES/
ESTATE SALES

APPLIANCES

FURNITURE

Three Antique Couches.
In need of Repair.

FREE. Must pickup. Call
256-332-7088. (6)

AUTO

Golf Cart For Sale.
$400. Includes tarp and
charger. Call 256-332-

1341. (3)

LOOKING TO BUY/
HELP WANTED

The management of
WMTY television on
Highway 24 West in

Russellville is needing a
load of gravel delivered
to the station. Please
call Bro. Pete at 256-

331-0806. (2)

Need Someone to do
dirt work for a garden.
Also need someone for
roofing repairs. Please

call 256-668-9391.

GIVEAWAYS

MISCELLANEOUS

Free: VHS Bible Studies
with Beth Moore and

others. Contact Judy at
256-332-9479. (6)

HOUSES/
APARTMENTS/

PROPERTY
FOR RENT/SALE

Two Bedroom House for
Rent. 1302 N.

Washington Ave.,
Russellville. $395/mo.

$395/deposit. Must have
first month’s rent and
deposit up front. Call
256-810-3998 or 256-

460-5016. (6)

1 bedroom apartment
with  yard & Jacuzzi.

Call (256)-332-5081 or
(256)-627-1916. (5)

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up

to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale.

$15 for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items

Under $100 (Private
Parties Only).15-word

limit; Commercial
Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads

exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents
the number of times the

ad has appeared. Call
us at 256-332-0255 to

place, cancel or renew
your ad. Payment is

required in advance of
publication for ads.

TWO HOUSES
AND THREE

ACRES OF LAND
FOR SALE. 4.5

MILES EAST OF
RUSSELLVILLE.

$199,900.
PLEASE CALL

256-762-6393 OR
256-762-9751.

Wood-Thompson Insurance
130 N Jackson Ave. Russellville 

256-332-1381
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
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No games were being played.
No practices of any kind were going on.
The field wasn’t even being tend to.
So why exactly were the lights on at 8:20 P.M.

every night for the past week at Golden Tiger
Stadium?  

The answer lies with Russellville baseball coach
Chris Heaps. 

Heaps has been going to the stadium for the
past week at the same time each night to cut on
the stadium lights and play music to remind peo-
ple of one simple message in these unprecedent-
ed times: have hope.

“There’s a lot of darkness out there right now and
this is sort of a sign that there’s a light at the end
of the tunnel.  This is a message of hope and a
message to our kids and community to let them
know that we’re thinking about them,” Heaps
said.  “This is a depressing situation for our play-
ers and our coaches and we just want to let the
kids know that we are thinking about them and let

our community know that there’s a light of hope
that will be there when this is all done.”

The idea of lighting up Golden Tiger Stadium
came to Heaps through a parent of one of his
players and an administrator from RHS after they
had seen similar examples on Facebook.  

The lighting is not the only significant part of this
display of hope, as the time in which it is done is
key as well.  

Heaps cuts on the lights for 20 minutes at 8:20
P.M. every night, which in turn translates to 20:20
in military time.

Heaps understands the community’s affinity for
baseball and other spring sports and how the loss
of sports for the year could be damaging for the
morale for the community.  Although Heaps hopes
that by doing what he’s doing with the stadium
lights will lift the overall spirits of the community.

“Sports can be a very therapeutic thing for a lot
of people.  The community always rallies around
what we do in the spring whether it’s baseball,
softball, tennis or any other sport,” Heaps said.
“There’s hope and turning on these lights hopeful-

Lighting the way
In a time of uncertainty, Heaps putting Golden Tiger
Stadium to good use by spreading a message of hope

See ‘NORMALCY,’ Page 12 See ‘HOPEFUL’ Page 13

Tue & Thur

at 4 PM

COURTESY PHOTO
Stadium lights illuminate an empty Golden Tiger Stadium in an attempt to instill hope in both

students and community members alike.  Heaps hopes to continue to light up the stadium
for weeks to come.

It has been one month since the
world as we know it to be was
turned upside down.

Schools shut down, businesses
closed their doors temporarily, and
churches began broadcasting serv-
ices via internet streaming. 

All of this due to the COVID-19
virus,

Of course, the sports world wasn’t immune to the
COVID-19 pandemic either.  In fact, some sports
leagues were the first major businesses to take
action to attempt to prevent the spread of the
virus.  

When the NBA announced the suspension of its
season on March 11th after multiple players test-
ed positive for the virus, all other major sports
leagues would follow suit soon thereafter.

No March Madness, no Opening Day, no spring
football.  All of these decisions happened within
weeks of each other leaving a sense of emptiness
in sports fans across the country. 

After all, sports are supposed to be our escape
from everyday life.  A much needed break from
reality whenever we want it.

During this unprecedented time we have all
found ways to cope with what is going on around
us.  Whether that be writing, working on those
projects we put off until the last minute (now that
we have nothing but time on our hands), or simply
calling up family and friends to check on them and
chat. 

We have slowly adapted to a world without
sports.

There is hope on the horizon perhaps as we may
not have to go without our beloved escape from
reality for much longer.

Multiple leagues are developing plans for a
return to action for their respective sports.  

Major League Baseball has been toying with
close to a dozen scenarios in order to get their
season underway.  One of which involves having
teams play at their respective spring training facil-
ities in Florida or Arizona and realigning divisions
accordingly according to reports.

With this plan comes a tentative start date
towards the beginning of June.  

While this is not the ideal situation, it does pro-
vide some sense of optimisim for sports fans
everywhere.

Once one of the major sports is able to either
resume their suspended season or begin theirs
altogether, it is almost certain that all other sports
will follow suit in some sort of fashion.

Once these leagues get back underway and we
are able to spend our free time endulging in them,
there will still be some notable changes more like-
ly than not.

The question of whether or not fans will be
allowed to attend these sporting events still looms
large and a stadium with no fans in it while a game

Returning to
normalcy

Brady Petree
Sports Editor
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‘NORMALCY,’ from page 11

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Friday 8-12 • Sunday 1-5

is being played will undoubtedly feel a tad bit eerie. 
However, if we are allowed to watch our favorite teams compete in a safe

and secure manner while we ride this situation out, we will begin to see
glimpses of hope.

The most important thing we as people can use during this time of uncer-
tanty is a sense of normalcy.  The return of sports would bring us that nor-
malcy and hopefully provide us with optimism towards our future and the
belief that when this pandemic is behind us, life will be perfectly normal
again.
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ly shows the community that we’re here for them and we will get through

this no matter what.”
As their season came to an abrupt end, Heaps made sure to remind his

players of the situation going on and encouraged them to stay upbeat and
positive as best they can.

“I encouraged the guys to follow the protocols of what’s going on right now
and told them the more we obey these guidelines the quicker we can hope-
fully get through this,” Heaps said.  “I told them to use this time to recapture
some of that time with their family that they normally do not get this time of
year and just reminded them to control the controllables.  Nothing really hap-
pens to us, it only happens for us and maybe this is an opportunity for them
to reconnect spiritually with God.  I hope they use this time to improve all
around as a person and not just as a vacation.”

The Golden Tigers finished their shortened season at 10-6 including wins
over James Clemens, Guntersville and Austin.  Not lost on Heaps is the fact
that his seniors won’t be able to finish out their final high school season.
However, Heaps hopes his players take the experiences they have been
through and learn to appreciate things while they have them.

“The silver lining that we all get out of this is we realize how much we take
for granted.  We never realized how good we have it.  I hope the players will
come back from it and appreciate the opportunities that they have,” Heaps
said.  “One thing that we preach all the time is that we get to play ball, you
don’t have to play ball.  I think and I hope that they’ll really buy into that now
that they’ve experienced this situation.”

Personally for Heaps, he is using this time to grow spiritually, and as a fam-
ily man.

“We’ve gotten up every Sunday and we have our breakfast and coffee and
we have church in the living room.  Calvary Baptist Church has been broad-
casting their service every Sunday and I’m thankful that we have the technol-
ogy to still be able to worship like it’s a traditional church setting,” Heaps
said.  “We’ve been playing whiffle ball, playing catch, working in the yard and
all sorts of things.  We have been able to connect with one another and we
are blessed to have each other during times like these.”

Heaps says he plans to continue turning on the lights at Golden Tiger

See ʻHOPEFUL,  ̓page 14
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Stadium for at least a few more weeks and encourages other sports pro-

grams at Russellville High School to do the same.  Gathering at the stadium
is not allowed under the current orders from the Governor so Heaps encour-
ages those at home to turn their porch lights on as well.
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