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Tulsa County Officials Respond to the
Historic COVID 19 Vlrus Health Crisis

By RON PETERS
Tulsa County Commissioner

Never before in Tulsa County
history has the entire community
been faced with a public health
crisis like the COVID-19 virus.
As the virus has swept across
our state, elected officials of Tul-
sa County have been responding
to ensure that we can continue to
serve and protect our county cit-
izens.

County government is an es-
sential service and the Board of
County Commissioners and our
employees as well as other elect-
ed officials have taken decisive
action along with the governor,
private sector and nonprofits to re-
spond to the crisis.

Board of County Commission-
ers

Before the state legislature re-
cessed, a bill was passed provid-
ing flexibility to the county when
public meetings are held. Under
the new law, county meetings can
now be streamed live to avoid
large attendance at the meetings
while allowing elected officials
to attend remotely. County public
meetings, including those of the
Board of County Commission-
ers, can now be accessed through
social media (look for posts the
day before highlighting the audio
streaming link).

Agendas and meeting minutes
can be found at www.tulsacoun-
ty.org/Tulsacounty/agenda.aspx

Sheriff

The Tulsa County Sheriffs Foun-
dation, Inc. partnered with several
local restaurants to pay for meals
for those who have lost their jobs
and/or had their income reduced
and are struggling to feed their
families. The Sheriffs Foundation
funded six area restaurants which
provided meals each day for two
weeks

Parks Department
The Parks Department re-
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SURVEYING THE SITUATION: Tulsa County Parks Director Vince Trinidad, lefi, and Tulsa County
Commissioner Ron Peters survey the situation in the playground area of LaFortune Park recently during the
Coronavirus epidemic.

duced office hours, allowing
employees to work remotely
from home where possible. Es-
sential Parks and Golf Course
staff, before being forced to
close, rotated to ensure that
they were able to provide a
safe outdoor environment for
the citizens of Tulsa County.
Based upon the recommen-
dations from the Tulsa City
County Health Department and
the Tulsa Area Emergency Man-
agement Agency the recreation
centers closed to the public when
the Center for Disease Control
guidelines reduced gatherings to
10 or less.

Court Services

The Court Services Department
provides vital services for the
court system. Though many of the
court’s dockets have been suspend-
ed, the Court Services staff is still
responsible for supervising and
monitoring court ordered condi-
tions to be followed by defendants
who have been released from jail
on any type of bond. Court Ser-
vices also continues to support the

work of the Drug, Mental Health,
and Veterans courts and the Wom-
en in Recovery program.

Social Services

During this crisis, the Tulsa
County Social Services Depart-
ment has stepped up in a big way
to collaborate with community
partners to provide safety and
shelter for those who have no
place to turn for help.

Since the county shelter facility
is at capacity, the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners approved using
large tents as a day shelter and
night shelter. These tents will be
set up near the new Family Justice
Center downtown. This can help
relieve the overpopulation at the
Day Center and Salvation Army.
For the homeless that have set
up their own encampments, food
and supplies are being delivered
to them. A medical alert system
has been set up so those who need
medical attention can be helped.
Director Linda Johnston serves
on the Community Testing Task
Force led by St Johns/Ascension
to have a plan in place to be pre-

pared if community wide testing
becomes necessary.

Juvenile Bureau

Daily detention hearings for
youth arrested are being accom-
plished by phone with only the
judge and recording staff in the
courtroom.

The arrest reports of detained
youth are reviewed daily to identi-
fy those who do not pose a public
threat and can be released.

Property Taxes

For many property owners,
March 31 marked the deadline for
having their property taxes paid.
Because the virus has affected so
many property owners in Tulsa
County, payments received after
March 31 will have the penalty and
interest waived for late payments.

As we have seen in the past,
during stressful times the employ-
ees of Tulsa County are second
to none when it comes to show-
ing leadership, compassion, and
kindness for our fellow Tulsans in
times of crisis.

KUDOS of the MONTH: Health Care Providers

GTR salutes health care pro-
viders from area hospitals,
clinics, doctor offices and
elsewhere who are risking
their lives for the treatment of
others during this COVID-19
pandemic. Tulsa area health
care workers, doctors, nurses,
emergency responders, aides,
transport specialists, and more
risk their lives every day to
care for those with the poten-
tially deadly infection.

As David Blumenthal writes
in STAT Reports, “Personal
courage is part of the explana-
tion. But there’s more to it than
that. What we are seeing is

the professionalism of people
like Anthony Fauci and thou-
sands of health care workers at
work. The essence of their pro-
fessionalism is that they put
the interests of patients and the
public before their own.”
Blumental adds, ‘Profes-
sionalism 1is ingrained during
medical training, role-modeled
by the senior clinicians who
teach, and reinforced by pow-
erful aphorisms inherited from
legendary practitioners going
back to Hippocrates. One was
the eminent Boston physician
Francis W. Peabody who, in
1927, famously wrote: ‘One

of the essential qualities of the
clinician is interest in humani-
ty, for the secret of the care of
the patient is in caring for the
patient.””

He continues, “Professional-
ism also instills a commitment
to peers who join together on
the frontlines of medicine. In
this way, health professionals
resemble soldiers who sacri-
fice for their comrades in the
trenches. And like the military,
they accept collective respon-
sibility for their behavior.”

Thank you, health care pro-
viders for getting us through
this pandemic.
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WORKING FOR OTHERS: Health
care workers are saluted for risking their
lives for others during this COVID-19
pandemic.
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Tulsa Area United Way
Honors Recent Supporters

The Tulsa Area United Way an-
nounced the winners of its annual
awards program, recognizing the
fundraising efforts of its corporate
partners and community organiza-
tions, including QuikTrip, Bank of
Oklahoma, Arvest Bank, George
Kaiser Family Foundation and
more. The Live United Awards
celebration was held in February
at the Cox Business Convention
Center.

Alison Anthony, President and
CEO of Tulsa Area United Way,
said “At Tulsa Area United Way,
we love the month of February
because it gives us all the oppor-
tunity to come together and thank
our donors and volunteers for a re-
markable community effort.” We
hear so much about division in our
country, but this event unites us
to lift each other up and celebrate
working together to do something
amazing for our neighbors, friends
and family members,”

More than 30,000 individuals
and 1,000 companies and organi-
zations raised $26,028,910 during
the annual fall campaign, sur-
passing the 2019 campaign goal.
Those funds are reinvested in the
community through the Tulsa Area
United Way’s 59 partner agencies
in the areas of education, health
and safety, and financial stability,
as well as several community col-
laborative projects and social in-
novation grants that address com-
plex challenges.

Leading companies and or-
ganizations and the amounts
raised include QuikTrip, over
$2 million; Bank of Oklaho-
ma over $1.5 million; ONEOK
and Williams, each over $1 mil-
lion and George Kaiser Fami-
ly Foundation, Magellan Mid-
stream Partners and ONE Gas,
each over $500,000.

Among the honorees this were
former Tulsa Mayor Kathy Tay-
lor and Josh Starks, Commander
of VFW Post 577.

Other major award winners
include First Oklahoma Bank,
Nordam, Ramsey Industries,
Frederic = Dorwart  Lawyers,
Hughes-Anderson Heat Exchang-
ers, Sapulpa Public Schools, T.D.
Williamson, Life Senior Services,
Gateway First Bank, Laredo Pe-
troleum, Arvest Bank and Tulsa
County.

About the Tulsa Area
United Way

LIVE UNITED

Tulsa Area United Way

The Tulsa Area United Way
(TAUW) is a nonprofit organiza-
tion in the six-county area funding
59 partner agencies whose critical
services deliver the three building
blocks to a better life: education,
financial stability and health/safe-
ty.

Since 1924, it has raised and in-
vested more than $825 million to
assist people in need in Creek, Ok-
mulgee, Osage, Rogers, Wagoner
and Tulsa counties.

All contributions to the TAUW
are invested locally, and gover-
nance is maintained by a highly
dedicated Board of Directors. The
2020 Board Chair is Kirk Hays,
President and CEO of Arvest
Bank, Tulsa. For more informa-
tion, visit www.tauw.org
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WILLIAMS SUMMIT LEADERSHIP AWARD: First Oklahoma
Bank was presented with the Williams Summit Leadership Award. From
left are 2020 United Way Board Chair Kirk Hays, President and Chief
Executive Officer of Arvest Bank, and First Oklahoma Bank representa-
tives Brook Hostetler, Tom Bennett Il and Tom Bennett II.

Tulsa Arca United Way
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CLYDELLA HENTSCHEL AWARD: Dave Hentschel presented
the Clydella Hentschel Award to former Tulsa Mayor Kathy Taylor.

STATE SENATE
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It’s Time for Tulsans to Fill Out 2020 Census

This Year's Count Very Important
As World Deals with COVID-19

The last time Tulsans got the
chance to fill out the United
States Census was

That’s why this year, if Tulsans
don’t get counted, Tulsa stands to

in 2010. Though
2010 followed the
economic  down-
turn in 2008, I
don’t think anyone
could have predict-
ed the trying times
that lay ahead for
the 2020 Census.
The 2020 Census
is more important
now than we might
have ever imag-
ined as the world
deals with the
COVID-19  Pan-
demic. When the
Census goes out, it
is sent to every res-
idence in the Unit-
ed States, and its
goal is to count ev-
eryone and inform
the federal gov-
ernment of how to

From Tulsa’s

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

lose more money
that could hurt
us for years to
come. For every
Tulsan who does
not respond to
the 2020 Cen-
sus, the State of
Oklahoma loses
$1,675 per per-
son. That’s a lot
of money we
simply can’t af-
ford to miss out
on.

The only way
we can get the
adequate funding
we need to sup-
port local initia-
tives and critical
infrastructure
projects is if ev-
eryone in Tulsa
gets counted.

For some areas

allocate important
funding for things like education,
roads, bridges, transportation sys-
tems, and more.

Every 10 years, Tulsans get
the chance to fill out the Census.
Though it seems like lightyears
ago, the 2020 Census was mailed
to all area residences on March
12. Because of the abrupt actions
we’ve taken to combat COVID-19,
many Tulsans and individuals are
being affected in some way.

Lirp‘llted Openings.
Apply Today.

/

in Tulsa, getting
everyone to fill out the Census
hasn’t always been easy. That’s
why in 2020, we’ve created a host
of platforms to reach as many
people as possible. Before the
2020 Census was mailed and the
COVID-19 Pandemic reared its
head in Tulsa, the Tulsa Regional
Complete Count Committee start-
ed working hard to get the word
out, especially in undercounted
areas of Tulsa.

On March 12, I challenged Okla-
homa City Mayor David Holt to
see which city could get the high-
est response rate before April 30.
We’re in a tight race, and I’'m en-
couraging my fellow Tulsans to
help Tulsa beat OKC.

For these reasons, I’'m sincerely
asking all Tulsans to do their part
to fill out the 2020 Census and help
make Tulsa Count while we’re in
these trying times. For more infor-
mation on the 2020 Census and to
see our local efforts, visit www.
TulsaCounts.com.

To fill out the 2020 Census online
while you stay home to prevent the
spread of COVID-19, please visit
www.2020Census.gov.

Courtesy pho
NEW CITIZENS: Congratulations to the newest U.S. citizens in the
Tulsa area. Whether you're a brand-new U.S. citizen, on the path, or
undocumented, if you are here, you should be counted in 2020.

GUBERNATORIAL RESPONSE:
Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt
held a press conference to discuss
local ramification of the COVID-19
crisis April 19 at Founders Hall at
the OSU Center for Health Sciences
in Tulsa. He was joined by the Gov-
ernor's Solution Task Force update
Oklahomans on the comprehensive
hospital surge plan, latest modeling
information and other updates in
the State’s comprehensive response
to COVID-19. Also on the agen-
da were Secretary of Health and
Mental Health Jerome Loughridge,
Oklahoma Hospital Association
President Patti Davis, and Oklaho-
ma Army National Guard Lt. Col.
Yolanda Murray.

OKLAHOMA

®, cOVID Respons
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Technical industry leaders are in high
demand today. Oklahoma State University
Institute of Technology’s hew online
Bachelor of Technology in Applied
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to learn more.
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Firefighter and Police Officer of the Year Named at

By MARGARET BUTLER
Contributing Editor

Rotary Club of Tulsa’s Above and Beyond Awards

The Rotary Club of Tulsa held
its 13" annual Above and Beyond
Awards in March several days
prior to Mayor Bynum cancelling
gatherings of 50 people or more.

This event honors Tulsa’s Fire-
fighter and Police Officer of the
Year, acknowledging their out-
standing acts of character, com-
mitment and compassion to both
their profession and our commu-
nity.

Fire Chief Ray Driskell and Ro-
tary Club President Becky Fields
presented the E. Stanley Hawkins
Firefighter of the Year award to
Xavier McNac who has served
as a firefighter for the Tulsa Fire
Department for over 13 years.
He serves at Station No. 5 at 18"
Street and Boston Avenue, Tulsa’s
oldest fire station that’s still in use.

As a young man, he took up
boxing and later mixed martial
arts which taught him self-con-
fidence, focus and discipline. He
and another firefighter co-found-
ed 918 Fully Involved, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to serving
the community.

They created Smoke & Guns, a
fight event that in just six years
has donated over $200,000 to
Oklahoma  Firefighters Burn
Camp and Special Olympics of
OK. McNac also volunteers at
Ready to Fight, an after school
boxing program for at-risk sixth
graders through the Tulsa Po-
lice Activities League, teaches
firefighters and police officers

self-defense tactics and trains
fighters for Smoke & Guns.

Police Chief Wendell Franklin
and Fields presented the Police
Officer of the Year award to Lieu-
tenant Jennifer Murphy. She has
been an officer for 12 years and
served seven years as a volunteer
reserve police officer who leads
patrol functions from TPD’s north
Tulsa Gilcrease Division.

Murphy overcame a chaotic
childhood that caused her to miss
a lot of school and struggle to
graduate. Encouragement from an
inspiring teacher gave her deter-
mination to change her course in
life and become an example for
others.

She graduated from the Univer-
sity of Tulsa with a Psychology
degree and Certificate in Legal
Studies and started her law en-
forcement career. She estab-
lished several children’s’ reading
programs in high crime neigh-
borhoods where police officers’
interactions are bridging gaps be-
tween the community and police.

In cooperation with Tulsa Crime
Stoppers, she helped create Book
Nooks which are donated refur-
bished newspaper stands filled
with children’s books and placed
in low income apartment com-
plexes. She also helped establish
a youth mentorship program,
TPAL FIT at Parkview Terrace
and Apache Manor and volun-
teers with Joy in the Cause Kids
in Crisis backpack program help-
ing TPD provide children’s’ back-
packs filled with toys and snacks.

In addition to an Above and Be-

S
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AWARDED FOR SERVICE: Front and center at the Rotary Club of Tulsa’s annual Above and Beyond
Awards event are, from left, Tulsa Mayor GT Bynum, Police Chief Wendell Franklin, Police Officer of the
Year Lieutenant Jennifer Murphy, Firefighter of the Year Xavier McNac, Rotary Club of Tulsa President Becky
Fields, and recently retired Fire Chief Ray Driskell.

yond pin, ribbon and trophy, each
recipient received $3,000 donated
to their favorite charity, plus din-
ner and an overnight stay at the
Osage Hotel & Casino.

Mayor Bynum spoke at the
event saying it’s important that
people know the stories of in-

TuLsA PRESS CLUB REUNION
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GTR Media Group photo
PAST PRESIDENTS: Past presidents of the Tulsa Press Club gathered earlier
this year for a reunion at the club, located in the lobby of the Atlas Life Building.
From left, front row with years of service, Claire Johnson, 2019, Nicole Burgin,
2014; Mike Miller, 2012; and Tom Gilbert, 2015. Back row from left, Jarrel
Wade, 2020; Val Fimbres, 2002; Andrea Chancellor, 2004; Melani Hamilton,
2001, Nicole Amend, 2018, and Michael Overall, 2017. The Tulsa Press Club
was established in 1906 and opened its first permanent home in in 1950 at the
Adams Hotel and moved to the current location in 1990. A benevolent associa-
tion, the Press Club hosts annual events such as the Headliners Award and the
Great Plains Journalism Awards.

START YOUR
APPLICATION IN OUR
EASY-TO-USE APP

dividuals in our fire and police
departments who are committed
to helping our community. He
thanked the Rotary Club of Tulsa
for annually honoring outstand-
ing public servants. Several city
and county government officials,
Rotarians, former recipients and

other representatives from the
Tulsa Fire Department and Tul-
sa Police Departments were in
attendance. Presenting sponsors
were AAON, Inc. and the Rotary
Club of Tulsa Foundation. More
information is available online at
tulsarotary.com.
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Talking Up Tulsa Town Hall for 2020-21 Season

There’s a buzz that comes with
spectacular entertainment. I'm
talking about a dance perfor-
mance that leaves

searching and deliberating those
speakers who will address current
issues, and who challenge our

thinking or help

you  breathless,
or a concert that
rouses your soul.
I love a play with
a message | have
to dig for and dis-
sect. When one’s
synapses fire at
will, it’s a rush.
If you seek out
mind-expanding
experiences, or
don’t mind a bit
of world-shaking,
I hope you are
aware of Tulsa
Town Hall. Over
the three decades
I have attended
TTH lectures, I
have been shaken
and stirred, and

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

us gain new in-
sights.”

As currently
scheduled, open-
ing the series in
September is po-
litical and cultur-
al commentator

David  Brooks.
Says Spears,
“Who would have

imagined a year
ago, when we be-
gan to curate our
2020-21 season
that we would be
dealing with the
worldwide crisis
of COVID-19?
As we re-evalu-
ate our personal
and societal pri-

left  breathless
with admiration.
For 85 years, Town Hall has pre-
sented authorities in every imag-
inable field to “open minds and
stir curiosities,” as its mission
states. The upcoming 86th season
brims with big-time rousers and
shakers who will do just that.
“Tulsa Town Hall works very
hard to bring a speaker lineup that
is diverse, compelling and within
our current budget and schedule,”
says Program Committee Chair
Carol Spears. “The TTH Program
Committee is a select group of
Board members chosen by the
president who spend hours re-

€3 /Thecinnamonrollguy
[G)#CinnamonRollGuySD

Eresh:baked:;
Scratch-Made

CinnamonjRolls
Ask About the Flavor of the Week

Local delivery available.
Call or text for details

619-663-9048

orities in light of
this event, “New
York Times” columnist and au-
thor David Brooks will visit us on
Sept. 11 to discuss his new book,
‘The Second Mountain,” and what
matters most in our lives.”

A precursor to the Novem-
ber election, Tulsa Town Hall
hosts political cartoonist Kevin
Kallaugher on Oct. 16. Kallaugh-
er has created witty, insightful
cartoons for “The Observer,”
“The Sunday Telegraph” and
“The Mail on Sunday,” along
with being the editorial cartoon-
ist for “The Baltimore Sun.” He
was the first resident cartoonist
for Britain’s “The Economist” in
its 145-year history. His cartoons
have appeared in more than 100
publications worldwide and in
exhibitions at London’s Tate Gal-
lery and the Library of Congress.
Kallaugher will comment on
current events with pen in hand
during a fun and interactive pre-
sentation.

Over the years, Town Hall
has presented a range of speak-
ers who are thought-provoking.
Mexico’s former president Vi-
cente Fox and political consul-
tant James Carville, for instance,
pulled no punches. Someone who
has been a Washington insider
for decades with ties to President
George Herbert Walker Bush and
his son, among many others, is
Republican political strategist
Karl Rove. Dubbed “the Archi-
tect,” by President George W.
Bush, Rove served as Bush’s Se-
nior Advisor and Deputy Chief of
Staff. Following retirement, he
became a Fox News contributor,
“Wall Street Journal” columnist
and “New York Times” best-sell-
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Stuffed Pork Chops
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www.CajunEd.com

‘ Shrimp
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=\

298-8400

KEVIN KALLAUGHER.

KARL ROVE

NICK BEUETTNER

ing author. The title of his Jan.
15,2021 lecture is “Election 2020
and America’s Challenges.”

I’ve often found that the TTH
speakers I knew least about were
the ones who impressed me the
most. That could be the case with
Nick Buettner. During the course
of his career, he has traveled to 17
locales around the world where
people live to be 100 years old
or more. He calls these “Blue
Zones.” With the visual aid of
“National Geographic” photogra-
phy, Buettner will take audiences
to those zones. Among them are
Karia, Greece; Nicoya, Costa
Rica; Okinawa, Japan, and other
places that might surprise you.
Beuettner speaks on “Blue Zones:
The Making of a Healthy City” on
Mar. 12.

Wrapping the series on April
9 is Henry Louis Gates, Jr. You
might know him as the host of
PBS’ “Finding Your Roots,” or as
one of the principal participants
in President Obama’s “Beer Sum-
mit” in 2009. He’s a MacArthur

Genius who taught at Yale. Add-
ing to his many plaudits and more
than 50 honorary degrees, Gates
was recognized by the “Chicago
Tribune” in 2019 with a Literary
Award for Lifetime Achievement.
The Emmy Award-winning film-
maker is the author of 21 books
and 15 documentaries. Gates
teaches English and Literature
and serves as department chair
for Harvard’s Hutchins Center
for African and African American
Research

Due to the global pandemic,
Town Hall’s final speaker of the
2019-20 season, Steve Forbes,
has been rescheduled. Tulsa Town
Hall After Dark featuring Forbes
at Cascia Hall will take place on
the evening of June 25 (tickets
still available, $20) and his lec-
ture at the PAC is slated for June
26.

“After three successful years of
TTH After Dark, Tulsa Town Hall
will continue to pursue special
evening events in collaboration
with other great Tulsa organi-

zations in order to expose more
community members to the world
of Tulsa Town Hall,” assures
Board President Beth Bovaird.

Executive Director Kathy Col-
lins adds, “As Tulsa Town Hall
concludes its 85™ Anniversary
season, one of its many sold-out
seasons in our rich history, we cel-
ebrate the effort of all those who
make TTH possible. The time and
talents of our volunteer working
Board, along with the generosity
of sponsors and loyal subscribers
are the essence of Town Hall.”

Tulsa Town Hall talks take
place at the Tulsa PAC on Fri-
day mornings. Subscription price
for the 86™ season is $100 for all
five speakers. Subscriptions can
be purchased at TulsaTownHall.
com.

At this time of global peril, I
close with words from upcom-
ing speaker David Brooks. “This
is a moment that calls for deep-
er conversation and emotional
accompaniment. We’re all going
through something together.”
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Supportm g Local M uszc, lSSl g Live Music

“I hope all this effort is worth it.’
— Joe Schicke

The struggle is real.
As we enter the second month of shelter
in place ordinances in Tulsa, the service
industry is reeling. Musicians are among
the hardest hit, as most rely

bums for sale on CDbaby.com. Do yourself
a favor and order a Crouch CD or two as
well. You can’t go wrong with any of them.

Live Stream

Facebook. I’ve avoided it like the plague
since its inception, so I can appreciate the
irony that it has literally

heavily on live gigs for their
income. While we can still
get food from our favorite
restaurants by picking up
curbside, there’s no curbside
pickup option for live music
to keep our musicians afloat.

Each month I do my best
to tell you about the vi-
brant local music scene in
Tulsa. I'm motivated to do
this, well, because I have a
deadline, but also because I
want to introduce the reader
to the beauty of our music
scene and all the joy it can
bring to your life. In other
words, what music can do
for you. This month, I’m go-
ing to take a cue from JFK
and write not about what
local music can do for you,
but what you can do for local
music.

By BRYAN CANTRELL

Searching for
The Sound

taken a plague to open my
eyes to the value of the

00-pound social media
gorilla.

There’s no denying that
Facebook Live has been
an invaluable resource for
musicians in the age of
COVID-19 restrictions,
offering the ability to per-
form virtual live concerts
and add a payment dona-
tion button. This is the
easiest way for musicians
to stay in touch with fans,
as it requires very little
in terms of equipment or
investment. Find your fa-
vorite local musicians on
Facebook Live and click
the donate button. And be
generous. There’s no cov-
er charge, and you’re get-
ting cheap drinks thanks
to the fact that you’re at

Buy an Album

I had to remind myself this month that
Searching for the Sound is about local mu-
sic, not necessarily live music. There are
several outstanding albums available from
local artists that will provide you with far
better entertainment than whatever is left on
your Netflix watch list.

The opening quote of this month’s column
is from the song, Effort, which I’'m nam-
ing the official anthem of 2020. You heard
it here first. Written by former Tulsa-based
musician Joe Schicke who currently is in
Colorado, it’s one of many great songs on
the album, Brad James Band at Fellow-
ship Hall, released last August and avail-
able at hortonrecords.org. I've been a fan of
Brad James since his Medicine Show days,
so this album was a must have for me the
day it came out. If you’re a fan of bands like
The Grateful Dead, The Band, The Allman
Brothers Band and Little Feat, it’s a must
have for you, too.

Also from Horton Records is the latest
Tulsa-area compilation album, Vibrations
from Tulsa, available May 1. Including a
range of genres like garage, psych, rock and
metal, this two-LP vinyl features 17 local
artists, both established and up and coming,
providing a great snapshot of the current
local music scene, and an opportunity to
discover new artists to go see live once the
social distancing restrictions have lifted.

My favorite shred dirt rockers BC and
the Big Rig recently released a live album,
Tour De Dive Bar, available on all digital
platforms and at bcandthebigrig.com. The
album features 26 songs recorded at four
different shows, including three previously
unreleased originals, as well as songs from
the band’s three studio albums, and covers
of the Beastic Boys “Sabotage,” and the
blues standard, “Spoonful.” The highlight
of the album for me is Randy’s Song, an ode
to the great Randy Crouch, who also has al-

home and liquor stores are
considered essential businesses.

Gypsy Café

Facebook Live is by no means the only ve-
hicle for live, streaming concerts. YouTube
Live offers more complex productions with
multiple cameras and locations. Instagram
Live, Vimeo, Twitch, and more words that
make me wonder if my researcher is playing
a prank on me, also offer live platforms suit-
able for virtual concerts.

Stillwater-based streaming service O’Col-
ly TV is bringing us The Bob Childers Gyp-
sy Café Festival, reimagined, on April 26 at
6 p.m. The annual fundraiser for Red Dirt
Relief Fund needs our support more than
ever this year. The nonprofit has given out
$100,000 in the last month alone to help
musicians who have been unable to play
live gigs since February.

While it’s objectively sad that we can’t be
together in person for Oklahoma’s largest
homegrown songwriter festival, the “re-
imagined” event is a loaded roster of Red
Dirt icons that has me pretty excited about
the virtual festival. The lineup includes
Cody Canada, Jason Boland, Kaitlin Butts,
Mike McClure, John Fullbright & Jacob To-
var, Red Dirt Rangers, The Damn Quails,
Ragland, Mike Hosty, and more.

The broadcast will also feature the pre-
sentation of the Restless Spirit Award to
Charlene Ripley on behalf of her husband,
Steve Ripley, who passed away in January,
2019. The annual Award is given by the Red
Dirt Relief Fund in recognition of a musi-
cian who has impacted the Oklahoma music
community in a spirit akin to Bob Childers,
the godfather of Red Dirt music. It was Rip-
ley’s record label, Red Dirt Records, that
gave us the term Red Dirt music. He joins
previous honorees Jimmy LaFave (2017),
Brandon Jenkins (2018) and Randy Crouch
(2019).

BRYAN CANTRELL for GTR Media (Jroup
GYPSY CAFE: Brandon Clark of BC and the Big Rig at the 2019 Gypsy Café Festival in
Stillwater performs Randy’s Song, an ode to fellow Red Dirt musician Randy Crouch, who
was presented with the 2019 Restless Spirit Award for songwriting at the festival. This year,
the Restless Spirit Award will be virtually presented to Charlene Ripley on behalf of her
husband, the late, great Steve Ripley, as part of a reimagined Gypsy Café Festival that will
broadcast live on streaming platforms through O’Colly TV April 26 at 6 p.m.

You can watch the 2020 Bob Childers
Gypsy Café Festival free on Apple TV,
ROKU, AmazonPrime, social media, or
by downloading the O’Colly TV app. For
much-needed donations, go to reddirtrelief-
fund.org/donate, PayPal.me/RDRF or text
“relief” to 202-858-1233.

“We’re committed to giving the fans a
unique musical experience,” said Red Dirt
Relief Fund Executive Director Katie Dale.
“We trust in the healing power of music.”

I trust in that power as well and I appre-
ciate the efforts of all those who are work-
ing to bring music to us in unconvention-
al ways. I also trust that we’ll be together
again soon, sharing live music experiences
and catching up with friends. And when that
day comes when our loved ones are safe and
healthy and all the quiet venues and empty
streets are in the rear view mirror, then yes,
the effort will have been worth it.

So hang in there a little longer. Tune in to
some live broadcasts, support Red Dirt Re-
lief Fund, order an album or two, wash your
hands, and keep searching, keep listening.

RESTLESS SPIRIT AWARD
HONOREE STEVE RIPLEY
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Ascension Added to St John Hospltal Name

St. John Health System has add-
ed Ascension to its name as part of
a national effort to make it clearer
and easier for patients to access
the care they need and to navigate
their health. In moving toward a
unified name, St. John is now As-
cension St. John.

By creating more consistent
names for its facilities and services
across the country, Ascension will
better connect every aspect of care
and innovation across its hospitals
and other sites of care.

Since 2013, St. John has been
affiliated with Ascension, the na-
tion’s leading nonprofit health sys-
tem, with 2,600 sites of care and
34,000 providers in 21 states and
Washington, D.C.

“St. John is working togeth-
er with Ascension to shape the
national health landscape,” said
Michael L. Mullins, CEO of St.
John Health System and Ministry
Market Executive. “We’re bring-
ing together the knowledge and
resources of thousands of medical
professionals across the country
and combining it with our local
medical expertise for an even
greater benefit to the communi-
ties we have the honor of serving.
Adding the Ascension name to our
own reflects the strength of being
part of this national network.”

Patients will continue to see the
doctor they know and trust, but
that physician is connected to oth-
er experts and specialists across
the state and across the country, all
dedicated to providing care specif-
ic to their individual needs.

Innovations made  possible

through St. John’s work as part
of Ascension enable patients and
their families to connect with their
caregivers when, where and how
they need it, such as virtual care
and telemedicine options. Recip-
rocally, St. John brings numerous
nationally-recognized special-
ty services and teams including
northeast Oklahoma’s only Level
IT trauma center verified by the
American College of Surgeons,
the state’s only transplant center
rated five-stars by the Scientific
Registry of Transplant Recipients
and St. John Heyman Stroke Cen-
ter, the first Joint Commission-cer-
tified comprehensive stroke center
(CSC) in eastern Oklahoma, rec-
ognized as the top stroke care pro-
vider in eastern Oklahoma.

“The patients and families we
serve have high expectations for
excellent, personalized care deliv-
ered easily and conveniently. By
creating consistent names across
Ascension facilities and services
nationwide, we’re making it easier
for patients to access the care they
need and expanding our efforts to
deliver high-quality, affordable
care for everyone with special at-
tention to those most in need,” said
Nick Ragone, Chief Marketing
and Communications Officer for
Ascension.

St. John joins Ascension systems
in three other states in beginning
the move to a unified name, which
will take place within the next year.
Last October, Ascension’s sites of
care in Kansas, Texas, Alabama,
Florida and New York adopted the
Ascension name. St. John Health

Meyer.C & Ida

Willer #ospice

Compassionate, Quality Care

MillerHospiceTulsa.com

6950 S. Utica Ave. ® 918-742-6415

W Dental Insurance

This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
that helps pay for over 350 procedures - cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

¢ No annual maximum, no deductible

e See any dentist you want — including your own

* Over 507 Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit
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ASCENSION ST. JOHN: Owasso's St. John Hospital became Ascension St. John in February, as did the
Ascension St. John locations in Jenks, Broken Arrow and Bixby, as well at the midtown Tulsa location at 21
Street and Utica Avenue, where a $25-million renovation and re-brand is underway, funded by Ascension
capital and significant community donations.

System opened in 1926 by the
Catholic Congregation Sisters of a
Sorrowful Mother as a 50-bed hos-
pital at 21st Street and Utica Ave-
nue. Today, it includes six hospitals
in northeast Oklahoma including
Tulsa, Owasso, Broken Arrow,
Sapulpa, Bartlesville and Nowata.

About Ascension

Ascension is a faith-based
healthcare organization dedicated
to transformation through innova-
tion across the continuum of care.

As the largest non-profit health
system in the U.S. and the world’s
largest Catholic health system,
Ascension is committed to deliv-
ering compassionate, personalized
care to all, with special attention to
persons living in poverty and those
most vulnerable.

Ascension includes approxi-
mately 156,000 associates and
34,000 aligned providers. Ascen-
sion’s healthcare division operates
more than 2,600 sites of care — in-
cluding 151 hospitals and more

than 50 senior living facilities — in
21 states and the District of Co-
lumbia, while its solutions divi-
sion provides a variety of services
and solutions including physician
practice management, venture
capital investing, investment man-
agement, biomedical engineering,
facilities management, clinical
care management, information
services, risk management, and
contracting through Ascension’s
own group purchasing organiza-
tion.

Tulsa ER & Hospital Works to
Keep Patients Safe During Virus

Tulsa ER & Hospital is pre-
pared as the number of individ-
uals with COVID-19 continues.
The micro-hospital, which is open
around-the-clock 24/7 and locat-
ed at 717 W. 71% St., reallocated
space and now has two lobbies to
minimize the risk of cross-con-
tamination.

The facility, known for its wait
time of less than five minutes,
will keep the main lobby open for
patients who are not concerned
about having the novel coronavi-
rus. Masks will still be available
at the main lobby as an added pre-
caution. These patients will then
be taken to the main ER wing.

Individuals who are concerned
they may have COVID-19 should
call the hospital’s main number,
918-517-6300, from the parking
lot. They will then will be taken
to the north side of the hospital to
a separate lobby area. Five to six
more individual ER rooms have
been created in the north wing
specifically to treat patients with
COVID-19.

means that not only can we pro-
vide amazing care to our patients,
but it also allows us to make de-
cisions fast. Agility is critical in
times like these. We put the plan
for a north lobby in place last
week to best serve our entire pa-
tient population because nobody
should have to worry about com-
ing to the ER.”

Tulsa ER & Hospital is also able
to test patients for coronavirus
using an antibody test when they
come in for an ER visit. The test
yields results in about 20 minutes.
That test is then confirmed with a
nasal swab test.

Tulsa ER & Hospital offers
emergency care for all ages, 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. For

1-855-496-9612  dentals0plus.com/grtrtulsa Medical Director Dr. Mark Blu- more information,, contact the
“Individual Plan Coverage not vailable i all sate. Acceptance guaranteed for ane nsurance poliy certfcateoftis type. Contact us for complet detlls bout this insurancesoitation baugh Sald, “Our faCIhty is 100 fac111ty at 918-5 17-6300, or visit
E\;;g;(::l;f:esbl;':)ul available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P1S0GA; NY: P150NY; OK: percent thSICIan_Owned and that e .tulsaer,com_
6197 AW19-1034
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OSU Medicine Launches
COVID-19 ECHO Line for
Oklahoma Health Provders

In an effort to rapidly disseminate as
much information as possible on best prac-
tices for hospitals and health care provid-
ers, Dr. Kayse Shrum, president of Okla-
homa State University Center for Health
Sciences, directed the creation of a Project
ECHO COVID-19 service line that can ad-
dress the resources needed for Oklahoma’s
rural health systems.

“As a publicly supported academic health
center, it’s our obligation at OSU Medicine
to step up to meet the challenges presented
by the COVID-19 health crisis. As Gover-
nor Stitt’s Secretary of Science and Inno-
vation and a member of his Solution Task
Force on COVID-19, we are charged with
deploying as quickly as possible all avail-
able resources across the state to help abate
the disease in light of its rapid onset,” said
Shrum. “Project ECHO COVID-19 ser-
vice line allows us to share our knowledge
and health care best practices with rural
health providers so that they can be better
equipped to diagnose, test, and treat pa-
tients with COVID-19.”

The goal of the service line is to assist ru-
ral practitioners, hospitals, nursing homes,
and even state and local stakeholders in
policy and appropriations in meeting the
challenges the disease is placing on rural
communities and health systems.

The Project ECHO COVID-19 service
line launched March 20 with more than
150 participating organizations, represent-
ing physicians’ groups, critical access hos-
pitals and nursing and extended care facil-
ities,” said Dr. Joseph Johnson, associate
dean for Project ECHO at OSU Center for
Health Sciences.

“The goal with this program is to address
the changes in health practice and provide
information necessary to flatten the curve
of spread in our communities,” Johnson
said.

The growing COVID-19 pandemic is
affecting Americans of all ages, with, ac-
cording to the CDC, older adults and those
with serious underlying medical condi-
tions considered most at risk, said Tara
M. Jackson, DrPH, executive director of
OSU-CHS Project ECHO.

“This is a rapidly evolving situation and

o E H

KEEPING FIT: This family found time during the Coronavirus epidemic to take a walk

our expert COVID-19 Oklahoma Update
ECHO team closely monitors the preva-
lence and transmission rates of the virus
and shares knowledge with healthcare
providers across Oklahoma of best-prac-
tices in the diagnosis, treatment and con-
tainment of this disease. That’s how Proj-
ect ECHO is responding to meet needs of
COVID-19, or the coronavirus disease as
it is commonly referred to, is a contagious
respiratory disease that was first detected
in China in December of 2019 and now has
impacted the world.

While considered a “novel” coronavirus,
meaning it is a new form of a virus, it is
currently being tracked as a life-threaten-
ing disease with an expanding nature to
counties throughout Oklahoma.

“Although, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) expects
widespread transmission of COVID-19 in
our country, being prepared in our rural
communities will decrease the mortality
rates,” said Dr. Gitanjali Pai, an infectious
disease specialist at Stilwell Memorial
Hospital.

To register for the OSU-CHS COVID-19
Project ECHO visit health.okstate.edu/
echo.

About Oklahoma State University
Center for Health Sciences and OSU
Medicine

Oklahoma State University Center for
Health Sciences is a nationally recognized
academic health center focused on teach-
ing, research and patient care. OSU Center
for Health Sciences offers graduate and
professional degrees through its College
of Osteopathic Medicine, the School of
Allied Health, the School of Health Care
Administration, the School of Biomedical
Sciences, and the School of Forensic Sci-
ences.

OSU Medicine also operates a network
of clinics in the Tulsa area offering a
multitude of specialty services including
addiction medicine, cardiology, family
medicine, internal medicine, pediatrics,
psychiatry, surgery and women’s health.

For more information, visit health.ok-
state.edu.

GTR Media Group photo

around the track at LaFortune Park in Tulsa. The three-mile track is a popular walking
and running path for many health-conscience greater Tulsans. The bicyclist in the back-

ground is riding south on Hudson Avenue.
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TCC Student Named 2020 Goldwater Scholar

Biology Major Justice Robinson Receives
Most Prestigious Undergraduate Scholarship for
Natural Sciences, Math & Engineering in U.S.

Justice Robinson, a Tulsa Community
College student, has been named a 2020
Goldwater Scholar by the Barry Goldwater
Scholarship and Excellence in Education
Foundation. Robinson, a biology major, is
the first TCC student to receive this presti-
gious scholarship that is up to $15,000 split
between two years of study.

“I am still really shocked and proud to
represent Tulsa Community College. I am a
non-traditional student who had a six-year
gap from high school to college, so I am
older than most of my peers,” said Robinson

At 26, she will graduate in May with her
associate degree and plans to continue her
education in Neuroscience. Her ultimate
plan is to earn a Ph.D. and conduct research
in neurobiology, to understand changes in
the brain.

“It was my own experiences and challeng-
es in making the transition from high school
to adulthood that sparked my interest in un-
derstanding what happens to your brain. De-
spite my family situation being a bit of a
mess, | am focused on my goal and school
has kept me grounded giving me control of
my own future. It is a motivator for me in-
stead of a deterrent,” said Robinson.

The Barry Goldwater Scholarship is the
most prestigious undergraduate scholarship
for the natural sciences, mathematics and
engineering in America and is awarded to
sophomores and juniors who show excep-
tional promise of becoming our nation’s
next generation of research leaders in these
fields.

“From the first day in my Introductory to
Biology course and her first semester in col-

—
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HTCC

lege, Robinson knew she wanted to study
neuroscience. Even then, she was so spe-
cific and so articulate. She has faced many
challenges and, while others might have
been held back, she is not. She is pro-
pelled forward by it and her success is in-
spiring to others,” said Melissa Masse, TCC
Associate Professor of Biology.

Robinson credits Masse, Neil Enis, and Di-
ana Spencer with her success. She believes
the mentorship she received at TCC along
with the ability to work in the Biotechnol-
ogy program doing undergraduate research
and presenting her research has helped her
academic success.

“I am super grateful for TCC and the en-
couragement and acceptance from Hon-
ors faculty and mentors. They made sure I
knew it was okay to by myself and when I
faced self-doubt, they were there to encour-
age me,” she said.

Robinson is one of five Goldwater Schol-
ars selected from Oklahoma and one of 396
selected from across the country.

The Scholarship Program honoring Sen-
ator Barry Goldwater was designed to fos-
ter and encourage outstanding students to
pursue research careers in the fields of the
natural sciences, engineering, and mathe-
matics. In partnership with the Department
of Defense National Defense Education
Programs, the Barry Goldwater Scholar-
ship and Excellence in Education Founda-
tion Goldwater Scholarship increased num-
ber of scholarships this year.

“As it is vitally important that the Na-
tion ensures that it has the scientific talent
it needs to maintain its global competitive-
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ness and security, we saw partnering with
the Goldwater Foundation as a way to help
ensure the U.S. is developing this talent,”
said Dr. Jagadeesh Pamulapati, Director
of the NDEP program, as he explained the

partnership.

To date, the Goldwater Founda-
tion, since 1989, has awarded 9,047
scholarships and more than §$71M.

Courtesy TCC

JUSTICE ROBINSON

nounced at the Capitol recently.

and Lara Koch.

and staff as directed.

assistants and other senate staff.

13.

Holland Hall Senior Serves
As Page for OK State Senate

Holland Hall senior Abie Koch has com-
pleted a week of service as a page for the
State Senate, Sen. Dave Rader, R-Tulsa, an-

Koch plays softball and is a member of stu-
dent council and Kindness Club. She serves
as the community service coordinator for her
school. After high school, Koch will attend
Oklahoma State University studying nutri-
tional science. Koch is the daughter of Brent

Pages serve vital functions during busy leg-
islative sessions, attending a variety of Sen-
ate committee meetings and daily sessions
of the full Senate. They also assist members

One of their primary duties is to shuttle
messages to and from senators in the Senate
Chamber, which is off limits to the executive

Koch served at the Capitol from Feb. 10 — for the Senate during the second week of

Courtesy photo

SENATOR AND STUDENT: Sen.
Dave Rader, R-Tulsa, with Holland Hall
senior Abie Koch, who served as a page

session in February.
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We are open, and here for you.

Now enrolling for summer and fall.

SUPE A

Tulsa Community College knows, especially in this time of uncertainty, planning for your future is more important
than ever. Everything you need to continue your pursuit of your educational dreams is online and ready.

TulsaCC.edu

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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Find Your Passion and Purpose With
Tulsa Tech’s Veterinary Assistant Class

Adjunct Instructor Jeanette Reed
Finds Both in New Program

What is your passion? It seems
like a simple question, but the an-
swers can be endless. New advice
from counselors

set up to help people find their path

inside veterinary medicine.
“People see this in the catalog and

say ‘hey what’s

says instead of
looking for a job
you are passion-
ate about, find one
that gives you a
purpose.

Tulsa Tech Ad-
junct  Instructor
Jeanette Reed
found a job that
checks both box-
es. As a Veteri-
nary Technician,
she gets to fulfill
her passion for
animals by tak-
ing care of them
when they are
sick, and now she
is teaching a class
to help more peo-
ple break into the
veterinary field as
a veterinary assis-
tant.

News From
Tulsa Tech

(S

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

this all about’,”
Reed  quipped.
“This can intro-
duce them to all
sorts of careers in
veterinary medi-
cine and open up
doors to what is
available in a vet
hospital.”

The class offers
students  hands-
on learning. Reed
says this is the
perfect class for
people who love
animals, and the
best way to check
out what it is like
to be a veterinari-
an before starting
college.

“Our time is
short, only about
six weeks,” Reed

“It is a very be-
ginner crash course,” Reed said.
“It tells you how a veterinary hos-
pital is run, the different kinds of
staff members, and what you need
to do if you want to move on.”

The evening Veterinary Assistant
class started last fall and is ex-
panding this spring and summer to
two classes. Reed says the class is

GTulsa'léch

edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online
at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

Over 90 Career Majors
No Tuition for H.S. Students

stated. “It’ll help
you examine what you really want
to do in a vet hospital without
wasting any of your time or mon-
ey.”
It is also different from other vet-
erinary classes because of who is
teaching it.

“As a veterinary technician, I can
teach them in ways doctors don’t

'
«

always pick up,” Reed comment-
ed. “The class gives students some
good skills and can help them de-
cide on their future.”

The class includes a 10-hour in-
ternship in a vet office. That expe-
rience combined with classroom
material provides the opportunity
for students to enter the field as
a veterinary assistant or continue
their education to become a veter-
inary doctor.

Veterinary assistants are needed
nationwide. The most recent data
from the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics shows the career will
grow 19 percent before the end
of the decade. That is nearly five
times the national average of four
percent.

For Reed, going on to become a
veterinarian was never in the cards.
She finds her career as a veterinary
technician the most rewarding,
simply because of the time, she
can spend with the patient.

“I have always loved animals,”
Reed said with a smile. “T found
being a vet tech, we get to do the
fun stuff, we get to interact with
the animals and share the love
with the animals and form a bond
with each animal.”

So if you are just getting start-
ed in your career or looking for a
way to keep working while getting
something positive out of it, Reed
suggests considering taking this
veterinary assistant class.

Vanessa Aziere/Tulsa Tech

TULSA TECH’S JEANETTE REED

“This is a good introduction to
what to expect,” Reed said. “I
can’t cover everything, but I think
it will help people make the deci-
sion on what they want to do going
forward.”

If you are currently looking for

exciting classes for high school
and adult students, quality corpo-
rate training, or a challenging new
career, Tulsa Tech invites you to
visit today. For more information,
please call 918-828-5000 or visit
us online at tulsatech.edu.

TRAIN FOR A CAREER
IN HEALTHCARE

AT TULSA TECH, WE
HELP STUDENTS GET
ON THE PATH TO A
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs
Affordable Tuition for Adults

DVANCING

AREERS,

ENHANCING

®

TULSA.

Tulsa Police Officer Jesse Guardiola wanted to improve the relationship

between Tulsa’s Hispanic community and law enforcement. Through
his master’s degree program at OSU-Tulsa, Jesse refined his vision and

conducted research to create a community policing plan that became a
national model and recently earned him the Attorney General’s Award

for Distinguished Policing.

When we provide opportunities for advanced education and research,
we empower our citizens to make an impact in our community. And that

creates a better Tulsa.
Broken Arrow Campus

4000 W. Florence St.

Peoria Campus
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

MAKE YOUR OWN PATH
00000

Lemley Memorial Campus
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Riverside Campus
801 E. 91st St.

TULSA.OKSTATE.EDU

TULSA

Owasso Campus
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Sand Springs Campus
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group


http://www.tulsatech.edu
http://www.tulsa.okstate.edu

MIDTOWN MONITOR

Mid-April to Mid-May 2020

Will Rogers High School Senior Kyra Kirby

Salvation Army Youth of the Year Again

Local Boys and Girls
Club Member Recognized
For Academic Achievement

Two-time Youth of the Year win-
ner, 17-year-old Kyra Kirby, is rec-
ognized for her academic accom-
plishments after earning the title
again locally last month and now
placing as the runner-up in the state
competition. A long-time mem-
ber of The Salvation Army North
Mabee Boys & Girls Club, Kirby
was named 2020 Youth of the Year
during a banquet for the local com-
petition in March. She was award-
ed a $5,000 scholarship there and
then went on to compete at the state

level, where she earned second
place and an addition scholarship
for $2,500.

Youth of the Year is a national rec-
ognition program through the Boys
& Girls Clubs of America. Club
members are nominated to be in the
running for Youth of the Year. As
an active member of her club, Kyra
has earned more than 200 volunteer
hours and enjoys teaching art class-
es. “This recognition gives me the
motivation to keep inspiring youth
in my community,” says Kirby.

YOUR PERFECT BUNDLE

BUNDLE NOW. SAVE ALL YEAR. § 79 98

Now save *30/mo. for a whole year on a
bundle with DIRECTV and AT&T Internet.

CALL your AT&T
Dealer Today!
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She was also Youth of the Year in
2018 and 2019. She is part of the
graduating class of 2020 and has
been accepted into three colleges
so far, but has yet to decide where
she would like to go to pursue be-
coming an OB/GYN.

About the Salvation Army
Boys and Girls Club:

In every community, boys and
girls are left to find their own rec-
reation and companionship in the
streets. An increasing number of
children are at home with no adult
care or supervision. Young people
need to know that someone cares
about them.

The Salvation Army Boys & Girls
Clubs offer that and more. Club
programs and services promote and
enhance the development of boys
and girls by instilling a sense of
competence, usefulness, belonging
and influence.

Boys & Girls Clubs are a safe
place to learn and grow — all while
having fun. It is the place where
great futures are started each and
every day.

There are five Salvation Army
Boys & Girls Clubs in the metro-
politan Tulsa area. Each club offers
special fellowship, character devel-
opment, and educational and recre-
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Courtesy photo
FUTURE PHYSICIAN: Kyra Kirby, right, is all smiles as she accepts
her Salvation Army Youth of the Year check last year. With her is Cheryl
Lawson, Founder of Social Media Tulsa. This year is the third ia a row
that Kirby has received the honor.

ational opportunities. Day camps look upon as their home away from

and residential camping experienc-
es are also available at all locations.

Every location is a fun place for
people of all ages. Each club pro-
vides a positive place that kids can

home.

To learn more about The Salva-
tion Army Boys & Girls Clubs of
Metro Tulsa, visit www.salarmytul-
sa.org.

Kids Need All Adults to

Report Abuse During COVID-19 Crisis

A resource for all adults describing signs of child abuse and where to report.

Reporting child abuse and neglect is everyone's responsibility.

Kids are Counting an All Adults Some Signs a Child is Not Safe

to Protect Them

Physical abuse

- Child appears flightened of the caregiver.

This means YOU! This resource is for any adult who
interacts with a child. It outlines signs of abuse and
neglect and where to report.

«Child has burns, bites, broken bones, bruising, black eyes or complaints

In times of crisis and economic instability, child abuse of pain

and neglect rates increase. However, reports of
child abuse and neglect in Oklahoma have declined
dramatically.

- Caregiver offaers no explanation of a child’s injury, the parent “blames”
the child's behavior or personality for the injury. Askyourself “Does the
story match the injury?”

Children are not going to schoal, activities, places

of worshipand other public places where adults look

out for their safety and well-being.

Sexual abuse

« Child attaches very quickly to strangers or new adults in their
environment.

Trust your Gut

If something does not look safe, sound safe or
feel safe - report.

« Demonstrates unusual sexual knowledge or behavicr for their age.
- Difficulty walking or sitting.

Making a Report is Asking
for Help and Services

When you report, you are asking for a professional to
help a child and their family. You do not need proof.
You are not making an accusation.

«Witnessing an adultinappropriately touching a child, watching
pornography with a child or saying sexual things to a child.

Emotional Abuse

« Child shows extremes in behavior: averly aggressive or compliant.

« Appears emotionally unattached to caregiver and others.

You May Be the Only Person to Act

o « Caregiver constantly blames, belittles or berates the child and refuses
If you reasonably suspect a child is unsafe - report.

to help the child when needed.
Anonymous reports are accepted from anyone.Anyone
making a report in good faith is protected against civil/
criminal penalty oradverse employment action. Your
identity is held confidential and will not be revealed

Neglect

«Child begs or steals food, has severe poar hygiene or states that no one
at home providas care.

+Witnessing a child using alcohol or other drugs.

« Highly stressfulfamily situations and/or adults in home abusing alcehol
or other drugs.

Where To Report
24-hour/7 days a week
Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline

+Unlocked weapons or guns in thehome.

1-800-522-3571

If a child is in immediate danger, call 911.

o

. Free child abuse prevention and reporting trainin “’ care =
arts « aduenture = sports « themes « academics kel G i A
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History On Display at BTW’s Sports HOF Museum

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

If you call Lamar Burks and get
his voice mail, you’ll hear this mes-
sage: “I have left the game, but it
hasn’t left me.”

Evidence of that can be seen at
a hall of fame/museum started by
Burks and his partner, the late Ger-
ald Hicks, both Booker T. Wash-
ington alums, located inside the
school’s historic building.

Booker T. is known for its rich
sports history. On display is an array
of state championship memorabilia
as well as NCAA D-I and profes-
sional sports jerseys from Hornet
alumni in the basketball fieldhouse.

But there is more to see in a hall of
fame/museum that Burks and Hicks
established in 2011, not long before
the current BTW basketball facility
opened the following year.

“The Nathan E. Harris Fieldhouse
holds state championship trophies
and newspaper clippings. The his-
torical building is like a walk-in
scrapbook on the walls,” Burks
said. “The art is like a collage.”

Included is all kinds of athletic
gear used by former Booker T. ath-
letes, such as football pants, basket-
ball jerseys, plaques, photos, and
other memorobilia from the past
100-plus years.

People can see these displays in
the historical building by appoint-
ment. Of course, they’ll have to
wait awhile due to the COVID-19
pandemic that has temporarily
closed schools.

Burks, a 1974 BTW graduate, is
an avid sports memorabilia collec-
tor, as was Hicks, before he passed
due to pancreatic cancer in 2012.

“I’m glad he got to see it get start-
ed,” Burks said. “I try to make sure
to give him his credit because this is

definitely not a one-man operation.
It’s almost like a two-man opera-
tion and we used to laugh and say
we built this project from glue and
nails.”

Burks played center for Booker
T’s 1973 state championship foot-
ball team, which also made him
a part of the first televised high
school football game in the state of
Oklahoma. The game was the Hor-
nets’ championship game match-
up against Hale, aired that year by
KTUL-Channel 8.

Burks was selected as a co-first
team all-conference on that 73
state title squad. He was also an
MVP in tennis. He went on to play
collegiately at Southwestern Col-
lege in Winfield, Kansas, where he
was a three-year lettermen, alternat-
ing between center and linebacker.

Hicks also played football, wres-
tled and graduated from BTW two
years after Burks.

As an art teacher and coach for
30 years in the Tulsa Public School
system, Burks coached football,
track, tennis, and was a public ad-
dress announcer for the Central
High basketball program. In 2002,
he was selected one of 500 nation-
al assistant coaches by Coaches
magazine. His name is etched in
stone in a monument on campus at
the BTW memorial on the former
BTW campus. Because of his loy-
alty and efforts, the two museums
have received a recommendation
and salutation from State Senator
Kevin Matthews and the Oklahoma
African American Educators Hall
of Fame.

Burks had meditated on the idea
long before he started the project.
He later discovered someone else
thought of it and saw him as the
man to launch it.

“I'went to Booker T. one day, and I

MEMORABILIA: Booker T. Washington memorabilia hangs in the
BTW Hall of Fame Sports Museum inside the school’s historic building

knew Coach (Mike) Mims,” Burks
said. "He was the assistant principal
at the time.”

Mims is also a BTW alum and is
known as being a prominent assis-
tant basketball coach at Oklahoma
during the Billy Tubbs era.

I decided to go up there and ask
him if I could start decorating the
historical building,” Burks said.
Mims had the same idea for Burks.

“ thought, “Wow!” He was almost
reading my notes. He had no idea
I was going to take it from putting
pictures on the wall to progressing
it into a sports museum. It just de-
veloped.”

So that stage was set for Burks
and Hicks to get it going and it grew
from there.

“Alumni groups started coming
here for their alumni weekend to
see it. I’d get phone calls all the time
from people telling me one thing
they like to donate,” Burks said.

But there are still other alumni
groups who have yet to see this
gem.

“One of my goals is to make that

place bigger than whatever we
thought about,” Burks said. “I talk-
ed to alumni groups a lot of times
and they say they’ve made other
commitments to alumni events and
have gone to other places, not really
knowing they have a facility right
here on campus they can use.”

Burks posts messages on social
media to make the BTW commu-
nity, as well as the public, aware of
the museum every chance he gets.

“I put it out there on Facebook
or somewhere and pass the word
that there is a museum at your high
school.

People are impressed once Burks
takes them on a tour, he said. He
would hear comments such as, “T’ve
been to this place many times and
I never knew there was a museum
here. It was like a scrapbook on the
wall with college jerseys, helmets,
newspaper clippings, articles from
state championship teams, history
from when they went to Cincinnati,
Ohio (1990) in a round robin tour-
nament and won it.”

Students also get thrilled by learn-

Courtesy photos

CO-FOUNDER:
Lamar Burks, left, with KU bas-
ketball signee Bryce Thompson.
Burks is one of two men who
helped launch a Hall of Fame Mu-
seum at BTW in 2011.

BTW  alum

ing about their fathers and grandfa-
thers playing football and basket-
ball for Booker T.

By launching the museum, Burks
has been called a legend by Regi-
nald “Ice” Terry, a former BTW
championship footballer, and long-
time assistant coach for the Hornets
football and basketball teams.

Midtown Quick Hlts

Six Tulsa Public School teams
made the state basketball tourna-
ment early last month. The tour-
naments were postponed shortly
before it was to begin on March
12 because of the COVID-19 cri-
sis. It was ultimately canceled two
weeks later.

Teams that made it on the boys’
bracket were Booker T. Washing-
ton (Class 6A), Memorial, Edison
(Class 5A) and Webster (Class
4A). The girls bracket had Rogers
and East Central (Class 5A) in the
field.
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Legendary Coach Eddie Sutton Selected

For Induction to Naismith Hall of Fame

Courtesy STEPHEN HOWARD
Oklahoma State University

The author of 806 wins and three
Final Four appearances, the leg-
endary Eddie Sutton has been se-
lected for enshrinement in the Na-
ismith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame.

Sutton, 84, earned his place in
Springfield, Massachusetts af-
ter being named a finalist for the
seventh time in February. The en-
shrinement ceremony is currently
slated for August 29, 2020.

The first coach in history to lead
four different schools to the NCAA
tournament, Sutton ranks 11th all-
time with 806 career victories. He
is an eight-time conference coach
of the year and a two-time recipi-
ent of the Associated Press Nation-
al Coach of the Year award (1978,
1986).

Sutton entered the College Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame in 2011
having led Creighton, Arkansas,
Kentucky and his alma mater,
Oklahoma State, to a combined 26
NCAA Tournament appearances.
In 37 seasons of Division I coach-
ing, Sutton won 17 conference
regular season and tournament
championships.

He took Arkansas to the Final
Four in 1978 and returned with
Oklahoma State in 1995 and 2004.
Sutton’s three Final Four appear-
ances are tied with notable names
like Phog Allen, Nolan Richard-
son, Bill Self and John Thompson
for the 21st most in college basket-
ball history.
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Sutton becomes the fifth OSU
representative in the Naismith Me-
morial Hall of Fame, joining Bob
Kurland (1961), Mr. Henry Iba
(1969), Don Haskins (1997) and
Bill Self (2017).

When Sutton arrived in Stillwa-
ter on April 11, 1990, he inherited
an Oklahoma State program that
had made just one appearance in
the NCAA Tournament in 25 years
and had only seven winning sea-
sons during that same period.

Over the next 16 seasons, Sut-
ton guided Oklahoma State to 13
NCAA Tournaments, 13 20-win
seasons and seven first or sec-
ond place finishes in conference
play. OSU’s NCAA Tournament
appearance in 2005 marked its
eighth-consecutive postseason
appearance, the longest streak in
school history.

At Oklahoma State, Sutton
coached seven All-Americans, 52
all-conference Cowboys, five Big
Eight/Big 12 Players of the Year
and nine NBA Draft picks. Bryant
“Big Country” Reeves, Desmond
Mason, John Lucas III and Joey
Graham all became All-Americans
and OSU legends under Sutton.

Sutton began his college coach-
ing career by taking over a Creigh-
ton team in 1969 that had not pro-
duced a winning record in three
seasons. He led them to five con-
secutive winning marks, culminat-
ing in a 23-7 record and a trip to
the NCAA Tournament in 1974.

He was hired at Arkansas in
1974 and is credited with leading
the Razorbacks back to national
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prominence. Sutton coached the
famed Arkansas Triplets — Sidney
Moncrief, Ron Brewer and Mar-
vin Delph — as well as Joe Kleine,
Scott Hastings, Alvin Robertson
and numerous other Razorback
greats. In fact, his Arkansas win-
ning percentage of .776 was the
highest in the history of the South-
west Conference.

At Kentucky, Sutton won two
Southeastern Conference champi-
onships, advanced to three NCAA
Tournaments and was the National
Coach of the Year (AP, NABC) af-
ter the 1985-86 season.

Born in Bucklin, Kansas on
March 12, 1936, Sutton was a
standout at Bucklin High School
before attending Oklahoma A&M,
where he played for the legend-
ary Mr. Iba from 1956-58. Sutton
averaged 8.1 points in 1957 and
helped take down star center Wilt
Chamberlain and No. 2 Kansas,
56-54. As a senior in 1958, Sut-
ton poured in 8.3 points on 47.4
percent shooting and helped OSU
win 21 games and advance to the
NCAA Tournament.

Sutton earned his bachelor’s de-
gree from Oklahoma State in 1958
and a master’s degree from OSU
in 1959.

Along with his late wife, Pat-
sy, the Suttons have three sons
— Steve, Sean and Scott — two of
which carried on the family coach-
ing tradition. Sean was the head
coach at Oklahoma State from
2006-08 and is currently on staff
at Texas Tech, while Scott spent
18 seasons as the head coach at

Courtesy photo

COACHING GREAT EDDIE SUTTON: The Hall of Famer led
Oklahoma State, Creighton, Arkansas and Kentucky to a combined 26

NCAA Tournament appearances.

Oral Roberts before joining Mike
Boynton’s staff at OSU in 2017.
This is just the latest hall of fame
honor for Sutton. On top of his
induction into the College Basket-
ball Hall of Fame in 2011, Sutton
has gone into the Arkansas Sports
Hall of Fame (1983), the Universi-
ty of Arkansas Sports Hall of Hon-
or (1995), the Oklahoma Sports
Hall of Fame (1996), the Oklaho-
ma State University Hall of Hon-

or (1997), the Kansas Sports Hall
of Fame (2009), the Creighton
University Hall of Fame and the
College of Southern Idaho Hall of
Fame.

The Oklahoma State and Arkan-
sas basketball programs continue
to honor Sutton to this day, with
the Cowboys playing on Eddie
Sutton Court and the Razorbacks
practicing at the Eddie Sutton Bas-
ketball Practice Gym.

Lm s

PISTOLS FIRING: Oklahoma State University Athletic Director Mike Holder, left,
was the guest speaker at a recent Rotary Club of Tulsa luncheon meeting. His host
was Dr. Tom Allen, right, a clinical professor who also serves as the OSU wrestling
team's physician. Holder, who has held his position since 2005, has led the OSU ath-
letic department during the greatest growth in its history.
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Cowgirl Equestrian Finishes the Season Ranked No. 2

Tleam Also Collects
Academic All-Big 12 Honors

The Oklahoma State Cowgirl
equestrian team finished the 2019-
2020 season ranked No. 2 in the
NCEA Farnam Poll. The Cowgirls
went 9-3 on the season and were
on a three-meet winning streak be-
fore the season was cut short due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The team wrapped up the season
with the best winning percentage
in program history at .750.

In individual event rankings, the
Cowgirls finished No. 6 in Fences,
No. 3 in Flat and No. 4 in Horse-
manship and Reining.

Cowgirls Harley Huff and Emma
Verplank were named first-team
All Americans for Horsemanship.

Huff earned a spot on the
All-America team for the third-
straight season. During her junior
campaign, she tallied a 9-2-1 re-
cord with four MOP’s as one of
OSU’s most consistent riders.

Huff was also named the Big 12
Horsemanship Rider of the Year
for the third-straight season, be-
coming just the third rider in Big

12 history to record three individu-
al yearly awards in the same event
and only the second to do so in
consecutive years.

Verplank, a senior captain for the
Cowgirls, finished her final season
9-1-2 and was named to the All-
Big 12 Horsemanship team.

Fellow team captain Abigail
Brayman was an honorable men-
tion selection on the All-America
Flat team. A junior, Brayman went
8-3-1 on the year and ended the
season with three-straight victo-
ries to earn All-Big 12 Flat team
accolades.

Freshman Sydney North earned
honorable mention All-America
status in Fences after going 7-3-1
on the year and closing out the sea-
son with three consecutive wins.

Team captain Hannah Mitchell
earned a spot on the All-Big 12
team in Reining. Mitchell was
7-4-1 on the year and earned MOP
honors in five meets. She capped
her career as a four-time All-Big
12 rider in Reining.

The Big 12 Conference an-
nounced 18 Oklahoma State
Equestrian riders have earned
2020 Academic All-Big 12 acco-
lades, including Sydnee Gemar,
Caitlyn Sanchez and Katie Schell
who all were nominated with
4.00-grade point averages.

Katie Schell earns her spot on the
Academic All-Big 12 Team for the
second consecutive year with a 4.0.
Hannah Janson earns first-team
honors for the third time, while
Stephanie Helsen, Kristi Wiggins
and Emma Verplank receive hon-
ors for the second-straight season.

To qualify, student-athletes must
maintain a 3.00 GPA or higher
either cumulative or the two pre-
vious semesters and must have
participated in 20 percent of their
team’s scheduled contests.

First-team members consist of
those who have maintained a 3.20
or better GPA.

The Cowgirls had 15 student-ath-
letes named to the Academic All-
Big 12 First Team with Sarah
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RIDE ‘EM COWGIRLS: Freshman Gentry Cherry competes in Rein-

ing Feb. 22 against Texas A&M.

Clymer, Hannah Coleman, Ava
Drysch, Sydnee Gemar, Stephanie
Helsen, Hannah Janson, Hannah
Lovrien, Hallie McClintock, Em-
ily Morris, Katie Pelzel, Caitlyn
Sanchez, Katie Schell, Emma Ver-
plank, Kristi Wiggins and Sydnie

Ziegler all making the list.

The second-team selections must
hold a 3.00 to 3.19 GPA.

Abigail Brayman, Harley Huff
and Cassidy Watters earned Ac-
ademic All-Big 12 Second Team
honors for the Cowgirls.

Cascia Hall’s Eli Griffin Wins Third StraightWrestling
Championship at State Tournament in Oklahoma City

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Another state wrestling champi-
onship now sits on the trophy shelf
of Eli Griffin.

The Cascia Hall junior gained a
gold medal for the third straight
year in late February when he won
the Class 4A 113-pound weight
class in the state tournament in
Oklahoma City.

Griffin beat Ashton Grounds of
Tuttle in a 9-3 decision.

Staying calm, wrestling smart
and giving credit to the Creator
was the key to winning, he said.

“I didn’t want to make any bad
decisions,” Griffin said. “I just re-
laxed and didn’t allow any stress
going into the match. Just knowing
that I’'m doing everything for God.
Whether or not it goes my way or
whether or not I win my third, all
that hard work and all my success
goes to God. It’s not about me.”

Griffin now looks to next year
where he will be going for a fourth
title in his senior campaign. If suc-
cessful, he would be Cascia Hall’s
first four-time state champion
since Mike Bizzell accomplished
the feat from 2002-05 and the 41st
in Oklahoma.
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Griffin moved up to 113 pounds
from 106, where he had wres-
tled his freshman and sophomore
years.The adjustment worked out
well, he said.

“It was great,” Griffin said.“I
didn’t have to cut as much weight
as I did my sophomore year, but |
felt strong and was cutting enough
weight where 1 was bigger than
a lot of guys. I felt a lot stronger,
more quick and able to wrestle
more my style at 113.”

Wrestling requires maintaining
the weight in which wrestlers pre-
fer to compete. That often means
dieting or avoiding certain foods
or both, which is not easy.

“For me, it’s all about mental
toughness because you’re going
to want to break and you’re going
to want to eat something that you
shouldn’t,” Griffin said. “I just
maintain a healthy diet and work-
out super hard. If my weight is not
where it is supposed to be, I don’t
starve myself, I just go and work-
out more. It is really just making
sure you’re not starving yourself
and actually have the nutrients
you need to have a great practice
and not waste a day in practice
because you haven’t eaten any-
thing.”

There are times when Griffin is
faced with temptation.

“I just think of the bigger pic-
ture,” he said. “A cookie or a piece
of cake at 17 is not how it’s going
to pay off, and by the time I’'m out
of college and done wrestling, I’ll
be able to have as much of that as
I want, so I just think of the bigger
picture.”

As for college, Griffin has visited
as many as nine schools and has
committed to California Baptist,
located in Riverside, Calif.

“The coaches are strong Chris-
tian guys and the wrestlers are
very strong Christian guys and [
just love the atmosphere,” he said.

In the meantime, Griffin will be
doing freestyle wrestling through
the offseason. The key to prepar-
ing for that fourth title will be stay-
ing focused and staying sharp.

“I will be focusing on the little
things to make my technique as
perfect as I can be,” he said.

“It is just a matter of getting
better and going through the op-
portunities that the sport gives
every year. I don’t really compare
seasons too much. It’s a matter of
getting better, giving Glory to God
and having fun throughout the sea-
son.”

* Baseball Camps
e Batting Cages

e Miniature Golf
* Video Arcade
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GOLD MEDALIST: Eli Griffin of Cascia Hall stands at the top of
the podium with a gold medal and bracket after winning his third state
wrestling championship in February.
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BINGO!!! Tulsa Basketball All-American
Bobby ‘Bingo’ Smith’s Jersey is Retired

The Event Was Held at
Legends Night in February
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BOBBY ‘BINGO’ SMITH

SPORTS

Courtesy of The University of
Tulsa Sports Information

One of the most decorated
players in the history of the
University of Tulsa basketball
program, Bobby “Bingo” Smith

(1965-69), had his Golden Hur-
ricane jersey “No. 32” retired.
Smith was honored as a part of
“Legends Weekend,” when Tulsa
hosted the SMU Mustangs Feb.
22, at the Donald W. Reynolds
Center.

Smith is the seventh Tulsa bas-
ketball student-athlete to have his
jersey retired. He joins #12 Willie
Biles, #20 Steve Harris, #21 Shea
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Harry Lentz for GTR Media Group

HONORING A GREAT: University of Tulsa Athletic Director Dr. Derrick Gragg presents the retired jer-
sey to Bobby Bingo Smith during Legends Night in February at the Reynolds Center before the basketball
game with SMU. At right of Smith is his coach at TU, Ken Hayes, and standing behind him is his son, Andre.

Seals, #24 Jim King, #25 Paul
Pressey and #30 Bob Patterson.
“Bobby was a great outside shoot-
er. He was a very humble guy and
was very much a team player,”
said Ken Hayes, who recruited
and coached Smith at Tulsa. Hayes
was an assistant coach at Tulsa
and became the head coach for
Smith’s senior season (1968-69).
“Over the years, I’ve been asked
who’s the greatest player that ['ve
ever coached. My response is that
I can’t tell you because they all
did different things, but I can say
this — the greatest athlete that I've
ever been associated with was
Bobby ‘Bingo’ Smith,” said Hayes.
In his first year at Tulsa, Smith
averaged 17.3 points and 14.5
rebounds on the freshman team
during the 1965-66 season. He
scored at a 15.0 clip and pulled
down 10.4 rebounds in his first
season on the varsity squad, while
averaging 13.1 points and 7.3
rebounds his junior campaign.
As a senior, Smith averaged a
team-leading and Missouri Val-
ley Conference high 24.5 points,
while adding 10.3 rebounds per
game. He earned second-team As-
sociated Press and Converse
Yearbook  All-America  honors
his senior season of 1968-69.
Smith was also recognized with

first-team all-league honors and
was named the MVC Player of
the Year that season. Smith com-
pleted his collegiate career with
1,368 points for a 17.8 scoring
average and had a career .472
field goal percentage. In 77 career
games, Smith also totaled 729 re-
bounds for a 9.5 average per game.
“Bobby was a very-gifted athlete
all-around,” said Hayes. “Bob-
by’s stats would have been even
more remarkable had we had
the 3-point shot back in his era.
That was his strength. He was a
tremendous outside shooter and
he took that talent to the NBA.”

Smith was nicknamed ‘Bin-
go’ by legendary Tulsa ra-
dio announcer Len Morton.

“When Bobby would shoot, Len
would say ‘Bingo’ and that stuck
with Bobby throughout his college
and NBA career. “Our fans would
know that he hit a long-range shot
when they heard Len exclaim ‘Bin-
go!” over the radio,” Hayes added.

Smith went on to an 1l-year
career in the NBA. He was the
sixth pick in the first round of the
1969 NBA draft by the San Diego
Rockets, and a year later he was
drafted by the Cleveland Cava-
liers in the 1970 Expansion Draft.
In his first game with the Cavs, he
scored 21 points. He helped con-

tribute to the Cavaliers winning the
NBA Central Division title in 1975
and was part of the Miracle in Rich-
field winning Game 2 of the Semi-
finals vs. the Washington Bullets.
In 11 professional seasons, Smith
played in 865 games, logged
22,407 minutes and scored 10,882
career points. Smith was especial-
ly noted for his ability to hit jump
shots from long range. His outside
jump shots often were taken from
today’s 3-point range. For his ca-
reer, he recorded a .449 field goal
percentage (4,776 FGs made out
of 10,642 attempts), had a .798
free throw percentage (1,307-of-
1,637) and accounted for 3,630
total rebounds and 1,734 assists.
Smith was inducted into The Uni-
versity of Tulsa Athletics Hall of
Fame in 1984. He is also a mem-
ber of the 2016 class of the Ohio
Basketball Hall of Fame. His num-
ber 7 was retired by the Cleveland
Cavaliers on December 4, 1979.
A native of Memphis, Tenn., Smith
was an outstanding prep athlete at
Melrose High School, where he
earned first-team All-America hon-
ors in basketball and was a third-
team All-American in football.

Smith was drafted out of high
school by the Pittsburgh Pirates
as a pitcher and also had scholar-
ship offers to play college football.
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Coronavirus and Sports: Why the Wait
Will be Worth it Until the Games Return

By DOUG EATON
Contributing Sports Writer

The sports world has certainly
been turned upside down by the
COVID-19 pandemic. So many
games and events that were the
hallmark at this time of year have
been cancelled and some lost for-
ever. While some may be resched-
uled at some point in the future,
any degree of certainty of when,
where and how is still up in the
air. College conference basketball
tournaments, the NBA regular sea-
son and playoffs, the NHL regular
season and playoffs, the Masters,
the opening of major league and
minor league baseball seasons,
the Kentucky Derby, the College
Baseball World Series, and many,
many others have all been impact-
ed.

The tipping point came on the
evening of Wednesday, March 11
when an NBA game between our
Oklahoma City Thunder and the
Memphis Grizzlies was sudden-
ly stopped just minutes before
tip-off. One of the Grizzlies had
tested positive for the coronavirus.
Little did we know at the time that
this would ignite an explosion of
events that would rock the sports
world.

My wife and I were at a spring
training game in Mesa, Arizona
that evening watching the Chicago
Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers on a
cool desert evening when suddenly
fans’ phones all over the stadium,
like those all over America, started
buzzing with the incredible news
that an NBA game in Oklahoma
City had been stopped. It was not
until later that we would learn
why. And little did we know at the
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WAITING FOR FANS: ONEOK Field, home of the Tulsa Drillers,
stands empty as fans wait for baseball’s return. The Drillers were set to

open the season April 9.

time that we were at the last spring
training game of the year before all
the remaining Cactus and Grape-
fruit League spring training games
had been cancelled.

Oklahoma State was the last lo-
cal team to play this season as they
managed to play lowa State in
the first round of the Big 12 tour-
nament before it was shut down.
Amazingly, even a Big East Tour-
nament game was called at half-
time in fear of the effects of the
coronavirus.

Returning to Tulsa the next day,
March 13, there was an anxious-
ness in anticipation of the OS-
SAA State Basketball Champi-
onships for Classes 5A and 6A
being played at the Mabee Center
and three other venues in the Tul-

sa area. We soon learned that the
high school state tournaments had
been postponed, the Big 12 men’s
and women’s tournaments were
cancelled and the NBA season had
been suspended. The University
of Tulsa men’s basketball team,
on the bubble of a NCAA tourney
berth, had traveled to Fort Worth,
Texas, for the American Athletic
Conference tournament only to be
told of that tourney’s cancellation
and immediately made a u-turn
and headed back to Tulsa.

The sports dominos were falling
fast and suddenly, in what was an-
ticipated to be a great sports week-
end, was no more. The coronavi-
rus was here and making its ugly
presence known.

For the last month or so, our way

Courtesy photo

GOOD OL’ DAYS: Author Doug Eaton, left, with Mickey Mantle's
sons, David and Danny, at ONEOK Field on Mickey Mantle Night.

of life has drastically changed.
Social distancing, self-isolation,
mask-wearing and frequent hand
washing have entered all of our
lives whether we wanted them or
not. Businesses have been shut-
tered, jobs have been lost, budgets
and economies have been wrecked
but most importantly of all, inno-
cent lives have been lost.

If we all can comply with the
guidelines being presented by fed-

JOHN JosLin, ORU’s
DIRECTOR OF SPORTS

MEDICINE, TO BE INDUCTED
INT() OATA HALL OF FAME

TOP TRAINER: John Joslin, left, Di-
rector of Sports Medicine at Oral Roberts
University, is set to be inducted into the
Oklahoma Athletic Trainers’ Association
(OATA) Hall of Fame at the group’s annu-
al meeting in May.

Joslin has spent the last 12 years with the
Golden Eagles supervising athletic train-
ing and sports medicine efforts for each of
ORU’s 16 intercollegiate teams. He came
to ORU after spending the previous three
years as Head Athletic Trainer for the Tulsa
66ers of the NBA Developmental League.

A 1988 graduate of the University of Tul-
sa, Joslin worked at EOOC for 23 years and
assisted athletic training students during
clinical rotations. He served as the OATA
chairman from 1997-2005 and remains a
member of the National Athletic Trainers
Association and Oklahoma State Board of
Medical Licensure and Supervision.

He is joined by Roger Ploeger and Dr.
Brock Schnebel in the Class of 2020 and

Courtesy ORU
the 30 previous recipients dating back to
1997.

Joslin is the second member of the ORU
community to earn the distinguished honor
as Glenn “Smitty” Smith was inducted in
the OATA Hall of Fame in 2013.

The highest honor a member of the OATA
can receive is induction into the OATA
Hall of Fame and be recognized for their
contributions to the profession of Athlet-
ic Training. Candidates are reviewed and
then voted on by the Hall of Fame Com-
mittee. The candidates who receive a ma-
jority vote are then submitted for final ap-
proval by the OATA Executive Committee.

For the latest information on ORU Ath-
letics, follow the Golden Eagles on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram, or go
to www.ORUAthletics.com. Fans can also
receive updates on the team by download-
ing two mobile apps, ORU Golden Eagles
Live and ORU Front Row, available on the
App Store and Google Play.

eral, state and local officials, we
will get through this nightmare.
Patience, diligence and coopera-
tion will be required and for how
long, nobody knows at this time.
But when the coronavirus is con-
quered, and no doubt it will be, life
will return to a sense of normalcy.
Sports and games will return. Ath-
letes and fans will return. Life will
be normal again.
It will be worth the wait.

—~GOLDEN-—
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Tulsa-Based AAON Provides HVAC Equipment
For Temporary Hospitals, Health Infrastructure

AAON, Inc. (NASDAQ-AA-
ON) announced in early April
that the first truckload of AAON
HVAC equipment was shipped
out for the Stony Brook Tempo-
rary Hospital under construction
in Stony Brook, NY. As an essen-
tial manufacturer of HVAC sys-
tems, AAON is doing all that is
possible for customers that have
AAON equipment on critical in-
frastructure, and those customers
that need new equipment or parts
for critical infrastructure.

“On Sunday, March 29, I re-
ceived a call from Joe Sbarra,
the president of the AAON sales
representative office in New
York City, Gil-Bar Industries,
inquiring about the ability of
AAON to build 2,200 tons of
HVAC equipment for a tempo-
rary hospital. By Tuesday, an
order was placed for forty-four
50-ton customized AAON units.
We went into immediate 24-hour
production of this equipment in

order to ensure delivery of all
equipment by Tuesday, April
7. The assembly line building
these units in Tulsa is nearly
full,” said Gary Fields, Presi-
dent of AAON.

This project is part of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers ef-
forts to support the FEMA-led
response to the pandemic in
New York. JB&B Consulting
Engineers designed the mechan-
ical systems for the project.

A second order has already
been placed for another tempo-
rary hospital at SUNY Old West-
bury, in Old Westbury, NY. The
4,000 tons of HVAC equipment
on these two orders equates to
the air conditioning for more
than 1,300 single-family homes.

Fields added, “AAON is
pleased to participate in emer-
gency efforts such as this one,
without any premium pricing for
expedited manufacturing and
shipment. Multiple other critical

projects are also underway at all
of our manufacturing facilities.
We have the manufacturing ca-
pacity, and we are committed to
being a part of the solution to
these urgent needs.”

About AAON
AAON, Inc. is engaged in the
engineering, manufacturing,

marketing and sale of air con-
ditioning and heating equip-
ment consisting of standard,
semi-custom and custom rooftop
units, chillers, packaged outdoor
mechanical rooms, air handling
units, makeup air units, ener-
gy recovery units, condensing
units, geothermal/water-source
heat pumps, coils and controls.
Since the founding of AAON in
1988, it has maintained a com-
mitment to design, develop,
manufacture and deliver heating
and cooling products.

For more information, vis-
it www.AAON.com.

Courtesy photo
HEADED TO HOSPITALS: A4ON HVAC units being transported from Tul-
sa for installation in temporary hospitals in New York and New Jersey.

Public Service Company of Oklahoma Named
A 2020 ENERGY STAR Partner of the Year

Efforts to protect the environ-
ment through energy efficiency
have earned Public Service Com-
pany of Oklahoma (PSO) the U.S.
Department of Energy’s ENERGY
STAR Partner of the Year designa-
tion.

Each year, the DOE’s ENERGY
STAR program honors a group of
businesses and organizations that
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Lance Lively
348 E. 2nd St.,
Sand Springs, OK 74063

918-245-3796

have made outstanding contribu-
tions to protecting the environment
through superior energy achieve-
ments. Award winners are select-
ed from a network of thousands of
ENERGY STAR partners.

PSO’s Partner of the Year award
specifically recognizes the com-
pany for the delivery of ener-
gy efficiency programs, which

includes PSO’s Energy Saving
Products, Home Rebates/Multi-
ple Upgrades, and New Homes
programs.

“Having first earned Partner of
the Year recognition in 2008, PSO
has demonstrated year after year
our commitment to helping our
customers save both energy and
money,” said Jeff Brown, Energy

Efficiency and Consumer Pro-
grams Manager for PSO. “We
are proud to be recognized among
industry leaders influencing the
adoption of energy-efficient prod-
ucts and services, and in the devel-
opment and adoption of strategies
that provide substantial savings in
the buildings where we work, and
in our homes. These efforts help

reduce the cost of doing business,
while also reducing emissions
and promoting a healthy environ-
ment.”

For a complete list of 2020 win-
ners and more information about
ENERGY STAR’s awards pro-
gram, visit www.energystar.gov/
about/awards/2020 energy_star
award winners
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Mixed Use Development Planned for Tulsa S Pearl Dlstrlct

Tulsa-based entities Noria Cor-
poration Inc. and Noria Properties
LLC have announced plans to con-
struct Pearl Ridge, a new mixed-use
development in the Pearl District
at 10th Street and Peoria Avenue
in Tulsa. Pearl Ridge will consist
of 80,000 square feet of mixed-use
Class-A office space and ground-
floor retail space in two phases:
Pearl Ridge South and Pearl Ridge
North. Currently, Pearl Ridge South,
the first phase of the development,
is 50 percent pre-leased, leaving ap-
proximately 20,000 square feet of
available office, retail and restaurant
space.

“We are excited to bring Class-A
office space and retail to this won-
derful location just outside the IDL
yet so close to all the amenities that
downtown Tulsa, the Pearl District,
Route 66 and Cherry Street offer,”
said Jim Fitch, Noria’s CEO. “The
opportunity to construct a mixed-
use development in the Pearl that
showcases Tulsa’s beautiful skyline
is extraordinary and most exciting.”

Along with 60,000 square feet of
Class-A office space, Pearl Ridge
will include 20,000 square feet of
ground-floor retail and restaurant
space to be called the Shops at Pearl
Ridge. Located along the new Peo-
ria Aero BRT, the Shops at Pearl
Ridge will aid in the revitalization
and redevelopment of the Pearl Dis-
trict by providing walkable restau-

rants and retail to local residents and
businesses.

Noria Corp, an award-winning,
Tulsa-based  engineering  firm
co-founded by Fitch, is thrilled
to move its headquarters from
43rd and Peoria to the Pearl Dis-
trict. The company will occupy two
floors, approximately 20,000 square
feet, of Pearl Ridge South. Addi-
tional office space is available along
with ground-level retail and restau-
rant space.

“Staying in Tulsa was important
to us and we felt the Pearl District
was the perfect place to relocate.”
Mike Ramsey, President of Noria
Corp. “We’re excited to take ad-
vantage of everything the area has
to offer.”

The architectural design of Pearl
Ridge is contracted to Tulsa-based
CJC Architects Inc. Tim Boeckman
and CJC Architects boasts a suc-
cessful portfolio of projects across
Oklahoma, including One Place
Denver Building, OBU Stavros Hall
College of Nursing, ClimbTulsa and
Oklahoma Army National Guard
Readiness Centers. Bart Boatright
and Red Dog Construction of Jenks,
Oklahoma, will handle construction
of Pearl Ridge. Red Dog’s extensive
portfolio includes Latham Steele
and Lehman Law Office, Honey-
well, CCK Accounting Offices,
Sherwin Miller Museum of Jewish
Art, Otoe Missouria Event & Call
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PEARL RIDGE: The mixed use property will be located at 10th Street and Peoria Avenue.

Center and several Texas Road-
house Restaurants.

CBRE’s Leslie Kirkpatrick Cor-
nell has been selected as the com-
mercial office leasing agent, and
Fox+Allen Realty’s Patrick Fox has
been chosen as the retail and restau-
rant leasing agent for Pearl Ridge.

Pearl Ridge offers an exciting and
unique opportunity for tenants wish-
ing to be part of one of Tulsa’s most
transformational ~ neighborhoods.

Sitting in the heart of the vibrant
Pearl District, Pearl Ridge will
be within walking distance of the
neighborhood’s popular restaurants,
coffee shops and breweries, as well
as the Midland Valley Trail, Centen-
nial Park, East Village and Route 66.

About Noria Corp

Founded in 1997, Noria Corpo-
ration has established itself as the
global authority in machinery reli-

ability, lubrication and oil analysis.
Noria is a multi-faceted, consulting
powerhouse for the manufacturing
and process industries, providing
world-class training, technical con-
sulting, lubrication program devel-
opment, reliability software and
failure investigation services.

Noria was named a “Top Work-
place” by The Oklahoman for
2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. For
more information, visit noria.com.

Certainty In Uncertain Times During COVID-19

NATIONAL
ENERGY
TALK

As I write this column, the word
that keeps coming to the fore-
front of my mind is “uncertain-
ty.” Uncertainty is on all of our
minds when it
comes to the
COVID-19  vi-
rus, stock mar-
ket, and the
future of oil
and natural gas
prices.

It’s  definite-
ly certain that
America needs
America’s en-
ergy now, more
than ever.

US President
Franklin  Del-
ano Roosevelt
stated in 1933,
during the
Great Depres-
sion, “the only
thing we have

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

advance.”

Are you overwhelmed? Are you
stressed, have fear? Are you uncer-
tain about the future? You are not
alone! In writing America Needs
America’s Energy, the subtitle I
inserted was Creating Together the
People’s Energy Plan. Now more
than ever, we need each other to
make it through
these times of
crisis!

This moment
in history mir-
rors that of the
1990-1991 time-
frame. During
that time frame,
the oil and gas
industry experi-
enced consoli-
dation, mergers
and acquisitions.

In 1991, I co-
wrote a book
entitled The
Acquisition
Process and
Due Diligence:
Minimize Risk,

to fear is fear
itself,” which is
a very historical and memorable
quote. He went on to say however,
“it is not a time to retreat, but to

LOWEST PRICED REFILLS IN TOWN!
Call for Our Pick-Up and
Delivery Service

mare 918-252-7229

www.cartridge-smart.com
Fl'i. 9 a-l'l'l- —

@af'—,-;‘—f‘jf’d T

Our New

100% GUARANTEE, IF YOUR CARTRIDGE FAILS
WE WILL REPLACE IT OR REFUND YOUR MONEY

Expanded Location
2323 East 71st Street

In with Burkhart's Office Supply just west of Lewis

Maximize Re-
turn! Just years
before, I had

been in the oil and gas exploration
side of the industry. I had to adapt
from buying oil and gas leases in

Mon. -

(2nd Must Be Of Equal Or Leser Value)
Must Bring in Empty Cartridge
Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Offer.

Limited Time Offer.

the exploration side to providing
consulting services to companies
throughout the United States, in
regard to acquisitions and merg-
ers. The reason I give that exam-
ple is that I had to move
forward from fear and reaction to
being proactive. The challenge is
to be able to look at things realisti-
cally. It is easy to get captured by
the news of the day. It is import-
ant to gather facts and information
that will provide a pathway to re-
covery, whether it is individually
and/or as a corporation.

Decisiveness and discipline are
essential to one’s success in this
environment. It is certain that the
oil and gas industry and energy
sector will be vital to the econom-
ic revitalization of our country
and for that matter, globally. It is
certain that America needs Amer-
ica’s energy! Energy education is
the centerpiece. As quoted in my
book, “future generations are de-
pending on us to keep the Ameri-
can dream alive.”

America’s energy industry is
very complex. We are all reliant on
the energy industry. Whether it is
transportation, power generation,
national security, petroleum prod-
ucts, economic development...
For example, among the thousands
of petroleum-based consumer

products, listed on pages 167-169
of my book, there are several being
used even during this health crisis,
including aspirin, rubbing alcohol,
antiseptics and safety glasses.

Because of this crisis, we are all
becoming more familiar with the
virtual world. Over the last couple
of years, speaking at conferences,
one of my key subjects has been
The Digital Transformation From
the Whiteboard to the Boardroom.
I highly recommend those that ha-
ven’t embraced digital transforma-
tion to definitely consider it.

Again, together we will make it
through this time of crisis. We will
be stronger in the process. Ameri-
ca needs America’s energy.

Want to
Purchase
Mineral &
OtherOil/Gas
Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557
Denver, CO 80201

Mark A. Stansberry is Chairman of
the GTD Group, an award-winning
author and Energy Advocate. Visit
Facebook: National Energy Talk/
America Needs America s Energy.
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AUuTOS WANTED

FINANCIAL

HEeALTH & FITNESS

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All
Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now:
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not.
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! WeOre
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

AuTO DONATIONS

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help
and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call
1-800- 245-0398

CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation mechan-
ic training. Financial Aid for qualified
students - Career placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance
888- 686-1704

MEDICAL  BILLING TRAINEES
NEEDED! Train online to get the skills
to become a Medical Office Professional
at CTI! 1-833-766- 4511 AskCTI.com

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train at home to become a
Computer & Help Desk Professional
now! Call CTI for details! 888-449-1713
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING —
Get FAA Technician certification. Ap-
proved for military benefits. Financial
Aid if qualified. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-453-6204

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get Trained, Certi-
fied & ready to work in months! Call 888-
572-6790. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

There are vTax Levies & Liens Release
many ways

we can tackle .

IRS or State v'Stop Penalties and Interest
tax relief v'Tax Debt Negotiation &
together: Settlement

- Wage Garnishment Client

Preparation Services.

Tax Problems: RESOLVED

vResolve Back Taxes
vWage Garnishment Release v’Payroll Tax Negotiation

v'Tax Preparation &
Bookkeeping Services

“They stopped my garnishments in less than 2 days after hiring them. This saved me $84,276 with the
IRS and $13,500 with the state of California. They saved my emotional and financial well-being.”

Call us now for your FREE tax consultation & evaluation:

£ 844-523-0935

Anthem offers a money-back guarantee designed to help you avoid wasting money on ineffective tax services. We will gather as much infor-
mation from you as necessary and work with tax authorities to give you the best chance of reducing your tax debt. If for any reason that does
not work out, and the government notifies us they refuse to reduce your overall tax liability or monthly payments by any amount, we will gladly
refund you the fees you paid for our services in trying to reduce that debt. Money Back Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping and Tax

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 888-626-3581

HeALTH & FITNESS

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-
5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures. 888-623-
3036 or http://www.dental 50plus.com/58
Ad# 6118

Still paying too much for your MEDI-
CATION? Save up to 90% on RX refill!
Order today and receive free shipping
on 1st order - prescription required. Call
1-888-906-1529

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER
and 60+ years old? Call now! You and your
family may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-648-6308 today.
Free Consultation. No Risk.

HeALTH & FITNESS

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save mon-
ey on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 844-698-4858

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

Anthem Tax Services

o~
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\n/ Dental Insurance

This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

that helps pay for over 350 procedures - cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.
¢ No annual maximum, no deductible

e See any dentist you want — including your own
» Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit

s e
s
P .. e

ey

1-855-496-9612 dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa
*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in al states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solictation.
This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK:
P1500K; TN: P150TN)
AW19-1034
AVIATION INSTITUTE OF MAINTENANCE

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses
coast to coast. Job placement assistance.
Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly.

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

800-481-7894

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation! Call us at
1-855-534- 6198

MEDICAL

Did you receive a Hernia Mesh implant
in 2010 or later AND undergo a revision
or removal surgery? You may be entitled
to financial compensation. To learn more,
call 855-961-0362 (Mon-Fri 10am- 8pm
Eastern)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

MISCELLANEOUS

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High-Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Mu-
sic and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security Disabili-
ty or Appealing a Denied Claim? Call
Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social Security
Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323!
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, Wash-
ington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions currently be-
ing reviewed. Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Promotion and
Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s
Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-
2189

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. NOT
just a discount plan, REAL coverage for
350 procedures. Call 1-877-308-2834 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/ cadnet
6118-0219

o

CLEANING SYSTEMS

Two great new offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the Next Generation
Samsung Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iP-
hone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One.
While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-
8452 or www.freephonesnow.com//cad-
net

I OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’
to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Stay in your home longer with an Amer-
ican Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet,
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE
STAIRS** Give your life a lift with an
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE
DVD & brochure! 1-866-471-1334

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-402-0373

Cross country Moving, Long distance
Moving Company, out of state move
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free
quote on your Long distance move.
1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/
month. Select All-Included Package.
155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Up-
grade. Premium movie channels, FREE
for 3 mos! Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY
$19.95/month. Call Today for $100 Gift
Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some
restrictions apply)

C#RONAVIRUS CONTAINMENT

A (OVID-19 PRIORITY
DISINFECTION SERVICE

Anago Franchisees are skilled and
compliant in approved CDC disinfection
processes for a wide range of service and
office facilities. Utilizing the latest in
electrostatic sprayer technology and
specialized cleaning methods, our
franchisees are ready to provide a
thorough disinfection and a clean you
cantrust,

SCHEDULE OUR PRIORITY
DISINFECTION SERVICE OR AN
OFFICE-RETURN CLEAN TODAY

Secure a service time; pre-schedule your
disinfection by calling us at 918-621-1400

www.AnagoTulsa.com

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Nationwide
Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in
industrial, construction, manufactur-
ing jobs, or military may be the cause.
Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com. $30 billion is
set aside for asbestos victims with can-
cer. Valuable settlement monies may not
require filing a lawsuit.

Only the Highest quality CBD products
from AceWellness! We guarantee high-
est quality, most competitive pricing on
CBD products. Softgels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon Code: PRINT20
1-855-681-3113

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary. $40
OFF with coupon 86407! Restrictions
apply. 866- 969-2936

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances compa-
nies. Get a quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call 866-695-
8390! (M-F 8am-8pm Central)

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over
a million families find senior living. Our
trusted, local advisors help find solutions
to your unique needs at no cost to you.
Call 855-741-7459

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per
month. Get More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle and
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call
us today 1-888-796-8850

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
1-833-872-2545.

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR!
We edit, print and distribute your work
internationally. We do the work, You reap
the Rewards! Call for a FREE Author’s
Submission Kit: 866-951-7214

TRAVEL

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight
Services for best pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside and from the US.
Serving United, Delta, American & South-
west airlines. Call for free quote now! Have
travel dates ready! 855-638-3462

WANTED To Buy

Wants to purchase minerals and other
oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O.
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong
to has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the value
of their service or product is advised by this publication. In
order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other businesses at home.
Under NO circumstance should you send any money in ad-
vance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit
card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in
US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.
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DRr. DAviD BLATT JOINS
OU—TULSA MPA PROGRAM

DR. DAVID BLATT

avid Blatt, PhD, has joined

the OU-Tulsa faculty as the
George Kaiser Family Founda-
tion Endowed Professor of Prac-
tice in the Master of Public Ad-
ministration program.

Dr. Blatt will teach courses in
health policy, legislative process
and behavior, and poverty and
inequality.

The MPA is the preferred grad-
uate degree for a career in public
service, enabling the graduates
to pursue a multitude of career
paths in federal, tribal, state, and
local government; and the non-
profit, education and private sec-
tors. The mission of OU’s Master
of Public Administration (MPA)
program is to equip students with
knowledge and skills to adapt to
changing public service environ-
ments and to work collaborative-
ly to solve problems in the public
and nonprofit sectors.

“The MPA program gives
students the education they
need to transform the world
around them,” says Dr. John H.
Schumann, OU-Tulsa president.
“With Dr. Blatt as a member of
faculty, OU-Tulsa students will
gain valuable insight into the
ways government and policy
impact society. His students will
benefit from his extensive expe-
rience in seeking to address and
solve our community’s most in-
trinsic problems.”

Dr. Blatt comes to OU-Tul-
sa with more than two decades
working in the public poli-
cy field. He helped found and
served 10 years as executive
director of Oklahoma Policy In-
stitute, a state policy think-tank
that aims to expand opportunity
for all Oklahomans through non-
partisan research, analysis, and

advocacy. He has conducted ex-
tensive research on a wide range
of state policy issues, including:

* The state budget and taxes

* Health care

* Poverty

* Consumer finance

* Education

Dr. Blatt was named Political
Scientist of the Year by the Okla-
homa Political Science Associa-
tion, Local Social Justice Cham-
pion by the Dan Allen Center for
Social Justice, and Public Citizen
of the Year by the National As-
sociation of Social Workers. Dr.
Blatt previously served as Di-
rector of Public Policy for Com-
munity Action Project of Tulsa
County, as a budget analyst for
the Oklahoma State Senate, and
as a Parliamentary Intern for the
Canadian House of Commons.
He has a Ph.D. in political science
from Cornell University (1996),
an M.A. from McGill University
(1989) and a B.A. from the Uni-
versity of Alberta (1986).

OU-Tulsa offers a wide range
of 30+ undergraduate, Master’s,
and Doctorate level degrees,
as well as graduate certificates.
Programs include architecture,
engineering, education, nursing,
sonography, public health, oc-
cupational and physical therapy,
human relations, library and in-
formation studies, organizational
dynamics, public administration,
social work, as well as medicine
through the OU-TU School of
Community Medicine. Since
1957, OU-Tulsa has provided
higher education to NE Okla-
homa and moved to the 60-acre
Schusterman Campus in 1999.
For more information, wvisit
www.ou.edu/tulsa.

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

$20 FOR ONE YEAR

| want to be assured of receiving my

- "
: YE S newpaper. Endosed is my check or money :
@ order for my one year subscription

(1 Union Boundary
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Mailed to you First Class at only $20 per year

STATE IIP
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GTR Newspapers, P.0. Box 470645, Tulsu, OK 74147-0645

Call 918-254-1515 with any questions

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

Children’s Ad-
vocacy Centers
of Oklahoma
(CACO)  wel-
comes Carrie
Little as execu- | |
tive director. She |
assumed duties in
March 2020.

Little  brings
with her more than 19 years of
experience in the social work
field including leadership roles
in child welfare and domestic
violence prevention in the states
of Oklahoma, California, and
Colorado. She has experience
in non-profit leadership, and left
her role as Vice President of Ad-
ministrative Affairs for The Par-
ent Child Center of Tulsa to join
CACO. Little has lived in Tulsa
for over 10 years, and served
as the Executive Director of the
Child Advocacy Center in Ca-
nadian County before moving to
Tulsa in 2009.

There are 20 accredited Child
Advocacy Centers (CACs) in the
Oklahoma. CACO serves as the
CACs’ State Chapter, providing
the Centers with training and tech-
nical support in their efforts to
provide services to suspected or
confirmed victims of child abuse
and neglect.

Arvest Bank
has  announced
James White has
been promoted to
mortgage produc-
tion center sales
manager in Tulsa.

White  joined
Arvest in 2003
and has served in
a variety of roles,
and has been part of its mortgage
division since 2006. In his new
role, White manages the produc-
tion center’s sales team and is re-
sponsible for advising on an array
of products for residential loans,
among other duties.

“James brings a wealth of ex-
perience, expertise and lead-
ership skills to this new role,”
Arvest mortgage sales manager
Shawn Karnes said. “His passion
for helping customers and find-
ing solutions for their individual
needs is evident, and we believe
this new position will be great not
just for our mortgage division,
but more importantly, those cus-
tomers.”

White earned a bachelor’s degree
in business administration from
the University of Central Okla-
homa. Among numerous civic en-
deavors, he volunteers on behalf
of the American Heart Associa-
tion, The City Lights Foundation
of Oklahoma, Habitat for Human-
ity and BattleCreek Church. White
and his wife, Melissa, have three
children.

LITTLE

WHITE

. Are You in Need
Of a New Roof?

(all Scoggins Roofing for
Roof Installation or Repairs that wil lost.
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CareATC, a
leading  health
management
company provid-
ing innovative |
primary care ser-
vices for self-in-
sured employers,
announces man-
agerial appoint-
ments. Scott
Strickland has
been named pres-
ident and chief
operating officer.
Strickland most [}
recently served
as COO for a
healthcare tech-
nology business in the physical
therapy sector, and prior to that,
as senior vice president of thera-
py services for U.S. HealthWorks.
Earlier in his career, Strickland
held leadership roles at Select
Medical Corporation and Outreach
Senior Healthcare and also served
in private practice as a masters-de-
greed physical therapist.

Lisa Ness joins CareATC as chief
revenue officer, bringing 30 years
of sales experience in healthcare
including directing sales efforts
for companies such as Proactive
MD, Premise Health and Pfizer.
She is also a registered dietitian
and certified diabetes educator.

“Our industry-leading organ-
ic growth is a testament to the
talented and dedicated team at
CareATC and our commitment to
offering leading edge population
health solutions to employers,”
states CareATC’s CEO, Greg Bel-
lomy.

Additionally, Ann Stoeppel-
werth, who has been part of the
executive team at CareATC since
2015, takes on the new mantel of
Chief Engagement Solutions Of-
ficer. Stoeppelwerth will focus
on narrowing emerging risk and
improving outcomes for clients
through population health com-
munications, patient activization
and member engagement. Paul
Keeling, the company’s Chief
Business Development Officer
with more than 15 years of ex-
perience at CareATC, will now
lead the company’s commitment
to client retention and continued
growth and scalability of existing
customers.

Palmer Contin-
uum of Care has
named Liz Neas
as its new execu-
tive director. Neas
will succeed Greg
Sneed, longtime
executive director
for Palmer.

The change in
leadership comes after Sneed, who
served children, women and their
families at Palmer for nearly 20
years, announced plans to retire.
Sneed will continue to support
Neas and the nonprofit’s mission
as an advisor to the organization’s
board of directors until his retire-
ment later this year.

“The board is very excited to
have found Liz. We’re confident
that her strong leadership and
passion for our mission will help
take Palmer to the next level,” said
Tiffany Hatcher, president of the
board of directors for Palmer Con-
tinuum of Care

Neas, a nonprofit professional
who most recently served as a di-
rector for Tulsa Educare, is now
leading Palmer’s efforts to provide
trauma-informed, gender sensitive,
age appropriate and culturally com-
petent substance abuse treatment.

Through serving the Tulsa com-
munity for nearly 30 years, the
newly named executive director
brings experience from several lo-
cal nonprofit organizations includ-
ing the YMCA of Greater Tulsa,
Emergency Infant Services and
Big Brothers Big Sisters, as well
as Youth Services of Tulsa.

“I am honored to have the oppor-
tunity to lead Palmer and its ded-
icated team of staff,” said Neas.
“I look forward to being a part of
such an important effort to make a
positive difference for even more
women and children who struggle
with substance abuse and chemi-
cal dependency.”

Neas holds a master’s degree in
human relations from University of
Oklahoma, as well as a bachelor’s
degree in business administration
from Southern Nazarene Universi-
ty. She also obtained an associate’s
degree in Early Childhood Devel-
opment from Northeastern Oklaho-
ma A & M Jr. College.

She is also a 2016 graduate of
the Tulsa Area United Way’s neX-
tulsa Leadership Program.

NEAS
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Carr Family Still Maklng a Blg Splash

After 40 Years of Service, Carr Pool &
Spa Supplies Remains Focused on
Making Outdoor Fun Trouble-Free

By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

Summer swimming season is
right around the corner.

That means water-loving fam-
ilies across the region will soon
be counting on the products and
tender loving care provided by
the folks at Carr Pool & Spa Sup-
plies.

The family-owned business was
founded by Tom Carr in 1979
shortly after he and his wife,
Lana, decided to have a swim-
ming pool built in their backyard.
After digging down about four
feet, the contractor they had hired
for this project hit water — and
much to the Carr’s dismay, he hit
the road at the same time.

Lana says she pumped out that
hole every day for a month wait-
ing for the man to return. Things
looked especially grim when he
could never be found in his office
and refused to return phone calls.

Finally, after considerable look-
ing, Tom was able to track down

By TERRELL LESTER
Editor at Large

Remembering Robert Robson theMayor of 11" Street

While kowtowing to the quaran-
tine suggestions, and commands,
of recent days, the mind was free
of such physical restraints, al-
lowed to roam at will.

Take for instance the animated
journey the mind was taking while
revisiting the people and places
that once inserted the bustle and
the hustle into 11th Street.

In the 1950s, the street was a
multihued river of neon, heralding
the discovery of motels and motor
inns, car lots and barrooms.

It was, after all, a vibrant section
of Route 66, carrying dreamers
and schemers right up to the door-
step of a wondrous and exhilarat-
ing downtown Tulsa.

One of those dreamers, a char-
acter of enormous imagination
with a personality to match, was
Robert Robson, a one-time public
relations master who lived, appro-
priately enough, along 11th Street.

When I first encountered Rob-
son, I was column-writing for the
Tulsa World, back in 1990.

He became a constant source for
material, for smiles, for fellow-
ship.

the contractor who admitted he
had no idea how to fix the prob-
lem. “Well, I do,” Carr replied.
“Get that backhoe operator back
out there and I'll take care of it.”

Take care of it, he did. And after
months of frustration, the fami-
ly was finally able to enjoy their
beautiful new pool for the first
time on Labor Day.

After seeing how well that
project turned out, Lana’s broth-
er asked Tom to help him build
a pool in his backyard. A num-
ber of friends and neighbors saw
what was going on and followed
suit. And from there, she said,
things kind of snowballed.

After building a sizeable cus-
tomer base, Carr was asked why
he hadn’t opened a retail store to
sell needed chemicals and sup-
plies. “Why not?” he asked him-
self before recruiting his wife
away from Broken Arrow Public
Schools to join him in this adven-
ture.

While he no longer builds pools,
Carr remains the company’s “Mr.

Outside” handling tasks such as
openings, closings, vinyl liner re-
placements and equipment repair
and replacement. She is “Mrs.
Inside” managing the company’s
2,500 square-foot store at 301 N
Aspen, overseeing its popular wa-
ter analysis operation and helping
customers get the best results
from the wide variety of chemi-
cals the outlet stocks.

Daughter Melissa and her hus-
band John Korzelius are central
figures in the operation, and their
children, Dominic and Ben Kor-
zelius and Hannah Neely, contin-
ue to play important part-time and
summer months roles.

While their immediate plan is
to “keep on keeping on,” when
the time comes for the company
founders to retire, the Carr family
heritage will continue under the
management of John and Melissa.

Today, Lana estimates well over
80 percent of the company’s busi-
ness comes from repeat custom-
ers. This loyalty has been won in
a variety of ways. Number-one is

He never met a hand he wouldn’t
shake.

That’s one of the many reasons
his image and his memory remain
so vivid today. How would Robert
Robson exist during this siege of
virus, when handshakes are dis-
couraged, commingling is taboo?

Robson was outgoing and gre-
garious, part artist, part gadabout.

He created, and mailed, “Genu-
ine Robson Originals,” oversized
and chromatic postcards and enve-
lopes, each a work of art.

They were posted and forward-
ed to politicians and entrepreneurs,
editors and educators. There were
words of praise, illustrations of in-
dignation.

Many of his missives landed on

my desk, either at work or at home.
They constitute half a scrapbook.

His flair and penmanship were
matched only by his passion and
his perception.

He was hailed by many as the
Mayor of 11th Street, an appel-
lation once reserved for used-car
salesman Gomer Evans.

But Robson was no street ven-
dor. He held unique sway over his
street, over his city.

If anything, he was a merchant of
mirth.

He was observant, keenly aware,
always attentive, downright dis-
cerning.

He trained his talents toward lo-
cal needy family funds, never shied
from pointing out shortcomings of
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CLEAR CUSTOMER FOCUS: From left, Tom and Lana Carr, Melissa
and John Korzelius and Samantha Sorrels remain committed to making
this the best swimming season ever for customers of Carr Pool & Spa Sup-
plies, something the company has been doing for the past four decades.

the friendliness and expertise of
the Carr staff.

Their willingness to take the time,
even during rush periods, to ful-
ly answer questions is frequently
mentioned. One customer echoed
the feelings of many when he not-
ed, “I am a fish out of water (pun
intended) when it comes to keeping
my pool in top working shape.”

Maybe it was because of the
unpleasant experience Tom and

Lana had early on, but Carr Pool
& Spa Supplies continues to fo-
cus on one central goal: help pa-
trons enjoy their pool or spa with
as little fuss as possible. While
that sounds simple, it often means
relying on a depth of experience
and going well above and beyond
expectations.

That is a hallmark of this busi-
ness that has remained solid for
more than four decades.
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presidents, addressing envelopes
to the resident within “The white
house with the white columns.”

He could be whimsical and poi-
gnant, waggish and rational.

He spent hours over drafting ta-
bles and copiers, producing mail-
box masterpieces.

Once completed, the letters re-
flected the man. One of a kind.

Robson died in 1993.

Among the personal treasure
trove of artistic articulations from

Robert Robson is an essay from
politician-culturist Dean Alfange.
In his own inimitable style, Robson
handprinted Alfange’s “An Ameri-
can’s Creed” and had it framed.

For more than two decades, the
treatise that begins “I do not choose
to be a common man” has main-
tained a special place in my tran-
quil realm, uninterrupted by virus
or fever.

It is a place the mind visits in
times of chaos and fear.
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Early SW Bell Building Housed Tech Advances

Sometimes buildings reflect
growth and change in technolo-
gy. So it is with the Southwestern
Bell Main Dial Building at 424 S.
Detroit Ave., the

panded in the 1970’s. Eventually
the Southwestern Bell Main Dial
building became almost a ware-
house for telephone equipment.

In 1984 the SW

southeast corner
of 5th Street and

On Archltecture

Bell Dial Build-
ing was listed

Detroit Avenue. on the National
The original Register. Recent-
building was a ly the building
modest two sto- was  purchased
ries and was by First Baptist
built in 1924 in Church  which
the conserva- owns buildings
tive mainstream directly adjacent
Gothic style of to the north.

the time. The It is interest-
growth in tele- ing that the two
phone communi- architectural
cation was rapid. styles used on
Tulsa was a small the fagade do not
cattle town in appear to clash.
1898 when tele- Perhaps this is
phone service because the same
there first began. materials  were
By 1930, Tul- used on all six
sa}:s population By ROGER COFFEY,AIA 45 (North

was 141,000 and
dial telephones were becoming
common. Telephone company
officials decided to add four addi-
tional floors that year and the cur-
rently popular zig zag Art Deco
style was utilized.

Although the first two floors
held telephone equipment, the
upper floors accommodated di-
vision offices and toll terminal
equipment for the Oklahoma City
— Tulsa underground cable. The
building was heavily used until
the South Cincinnati facility was
built in the early 1950’s and ex-

West Terra Cotta
Tile Co of Chicago provided all
the Terra Cotta) or maybe time
has tempered our perception of
the exterior.

The exterior skin of this build-
ing is a medium brown brick with
cream-colored terra cotta embel-
lishments. The first floor is treated
as a piano noble (principal floor)
with Tudor arches framed in terra
cotta seated on a light gray granite
base. Narrow terra cotta quoins
match the trim around the arches.
The second-floor windows occur
in pairs, one pair for each arch

GOTHIC ENTRANCE: The
424 S. Detroit Ave. entrance fea-
tured the Gothic style of the time.

GTR Media Group photos

TERRA COTTA STYLE: Above the sixth-floor windows, high terra
cotta panels are heavily ornamental in an art deco design.

separated by brick panels. The
panels are decorated with terra
cotta torches below a terra cotta
shield. The rectangular footprint
accommodates four arches (one
is an entrance) on Detroit and &
arches on 5th street. Steel window
frames for these two floors are
painted a soft green.

Above the second floor the
facade is articulated with stair-
stepped brick pilasters which cre-
ate a strong sense of verticality.
Spandrel panels between floors

STAYING POSITIVE: This young resident of the Minshall Park neighborhood in south Tulsa reaches
out to passersby asking them to be happy during these difficult times of the Corona Virus.

GTR Media Group photo
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are terra cotta in an art deco de-
sign. Windows are narrower and
spaced separately. Steel window
frames are painted in a pale gray
green color.

Above the sixth-floor windows,
high terra cotta panels are heavily
ornamental in an art deco design.
The brick pilasters rise above this
parapet and are capped with addi-
tional terra cotta trim.

A lacy white equipment towner
originally rose three or four sto-
ries above this building from its
center and has been removed.

The future use of the SW Bell
Dial Building is in the hands of its
new owner, First Baptist Church.
The logical assumption is that the
building will provide the church
with needed classroom and meet-
ing space.
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Fiestivale a Successful Fundraiser for
Tulsa’s Eisenhower Internatlonal School

22" Annual Event Held Before Social Distancing Policies

Eisenhower International School
hosted its 22nd annual Fiestivale
fundraiser on Feb. 22. This year’s
“Honky Tonk” theme offered guests
a mechanical bull, dinner and danc-
ing. The new venue, provided by
Barnes Construction Solutions, put
a new twist on what has become a
must-attend Eisenhower event.

Guests at this year’s event en-
joyed a full barbeque spread from
Just Catering by Orr, one of Tulsa’s
most well-loved caterers. Daniel
Jordan returned to perform live mu-
sic for the evening. Guests had the
opportunity to bid on unique live
and silent auction items. Returning
to the live auction was the beloved
Fiestivale tradition — the chance
to bid on artwork hand-crafted by
each classroom.

Combined with other exciting
packages and experiences such
as a private flight to a weekend in
Bentonville, Arkansas and a pri-
vate dining experience at Bodean

LUDGERS CATERING

Your Event - Qur PAssIon

www.ludgerscatering.com

Restaurant & Market, this year’s
auction offered prizes for every in-
terest. All proceeds went directly to
Eisenhower to fund teacher training
and development, classroom librar-
ies, stipends for each teacher and
much more.

“In the ever-changing landscape
that is public education in the state
of Oklahoma, it is more import-
ant than ever to raise these crucial
funds — our students and teachers
deserve to have the consistency that
our fundraising efforts provide,”
said Fiestivale Co-Chairperson
Marnie Fernandez.

This year’s Fiestivale Commit-
tee included: Co-Chairs Mar-
nie Fernandez, Marianne Brett,
Amanda Neely; Event Planer,
Erin Brown; Committee members
Andrea Canada, Courtney Coffey,
Heath Evans, Natalie Graham,
Laci Gregory, Chad McLain, Car-
la Munozcano, Ashley Ohman,
Chelsea Warzecha and Jen White;
PTA President, Melanie Branham;
and Program Designer, Heather
Graves. Presenting sponsors will
include Graves McLain, Barnes
Construction Solutions and Cla-
remont Corporation.

According to information from
Tulsa Public Schools, Eisenhower
International School is an Immer-
sion Dual Language School cre-
ating responsible, global citizens
through language immersion and
international exchanges.

It is one of two language immer-
sion schools in the district, and
focuses on creating fluent Spanish

process of immersing students in
another language for classroom
learning allows students to nat-
urally learn from the target lan-
guage. Bilingualism increases
brain cognition by utilizing the
highest levels of thinking, focus
and awareness. Bilingual children
who are educated in their second
language often outperform single
language children in their native
language. Teachers in immer-
sion classrooms are either native
speakers of the target language
or demonstrate near-native pro-
ficiency. Since students begin
the process in early elementary
school, their brains are physi-
ologically primed for language
learning and they learn the sec-
ond language proficiently with
a near-native accent. Over time,
instruction in English is gradual-
ly added and, by fifth grade, stu-
dents are learning 50 percent of
the time in English and 50 percent
of the time in the target language.

During their last year at Eisen-
hower, select students participate
in an exchange program with
schools in Spain, Costa Rica and
France as part of collaborative
work with Tulsa’s Sister Cities
organization.

Eisenhower International School
is part the Tulsa Public School
System, immersing its students in
another language during classroom
learning. Its goal is to expose stu-
dents naturally to a target language,
Spanish or French. For more infor-
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FUNDRAISING TEAM: Welcoming guests to this years Fiestivale

. mation or to purchase tickets, visit  were, top row from left, Erin Brown and Co-Chair Marianne Brett-Hedin,
or French speaking students. The one.bidpal.net/eisenhower. and bottom row from left, Co-Chair Marnie Fernandez and Amanda Neely.
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