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By Jane Mcclure

It’s final. Ayd Mill Road will be rebuilt this summer 
and fall as a three-lane street with an adjacent 12-
foot trail for bicyclists and pedestrians. A sharply 

divided St. Paul City Council approved the $7.5 million 
project on April 22 on a 4-3 vote after more than two 
hours of debate and despite the objections of the three 
council members who represent the neighborhoods 
on either side of the 1.5-mile roadway.

Council members Rebecca Noecker, Chris Tolbert 
and Dai Thao all voted against the project. They also 
supported Noecker’s unsuccessful bid to set aside the 
project and instead mill and overlay Ayd Mill Road’s 
existing four lanes at a savings of about $2.2 million.

Noecker had several reasons for opposing the $7.5 
million plan. She cited the lack of space in some ar-
eas between the traffic lanes and the bike and pe-
destrian trail, saying the plan does not live up to the 
city’s expectations for safety. She questioned spending 
so much on one bikeway when such projects as the 
citywide Grand Round and the Capital City Bikeway 
downtown must wait years for completion. Another 
concern was the looming fiscal crisis facing St. Paul 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, she said.

Tolbert agreed, saying the current plan has had little 
public engagement given the controversy and years 
of debate over previous plans for rebuilding Ayd Mill 
Road. He said the plan brought forward by Mayor Mel-

Divided council 
OKs $7.5M rebuild 
of Ayd Mill Road
Roadway’s four lanes become 
three with bike-pedestrian trail

Villager subscribes to new model of doing business

Should we stay 
or should we go?
Hundreds of protesters 
gathered at the Governor’s 
Residence on Summit Avenue 
on April 17 to voice their con-
cerns about the stay-at-home 
order imposed by the state in 
response to the coronavirus 
pandemic. At right, Kris Duryea 
wore a placard supporting 
health care workers as a 
group prayed at the nearby St. 
Thomas More Peace Garden 
for those affected by the virus. 
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By Michael Mischke

Unlike other small, locally owned enterprises, 
the Villager has remained open for business 
on the heels of Minnesota Governor Tim 

Walz’s executive order to curtail any and all com-
mercial or organizational activity not deemed to be 
“essential.” That’s a rather arbitrary designation, in 
my mind, but the news media qualified as meeting 
the standard to continue operating, and so we have.

However, very much like other small businesses 
that have remained open, the Villager has seen its 
sole source of revenue—in our case advertising 
sales—fall off precipitously from the level it was at 
prior to the arrival on these shores of the coronavi-
rus. We responded to the unprecedented challenge 
we find ourselves facing by trimming costs wher-
ever we could, applying for and ultimately receiv-
ing a potentially forgivable loan from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, and turning to our read-
ers for their financial support of what has always 
been a freely distributed publication.

And support us they did. As of the end of last 
week, we had received more than $45,000 from 
more than 600 donors—both from within our dis-
tribution area and beyond. Accompanying many 
of these donations were kind notes and letters of 

thanks for publishing a neighborhood newspaper 
of the editorial quality that has long been the hall-
mark of this publication. We in turn can’t thank 
those donors enough. 

However, we knew from the outset that cost-
cutting, the federal loan and our readers’ donations 
were not likely to put this business on a sustainable 
path for very long. The cost of producing, printing 
and delivering the Villager is such that a different 
business model was required—one that does not 
rely on advertisers to pick up 100 percent of the tab.

John Rauch, my right-hand man on the busi-
ness side here, and I recently met via teleconference 
with 34 prominent civic leaders who had expressed 
a keen interest in helping “Save the Villager,” the 

NEW VILLAgER BUSINESS MODEL c3

With an additional online 
source for local news, paper 
enlists support of readers
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By Jane Mcclure

Four years after the St. Paul 
City Council adopted a mas-
ter plan for redeveloping the 

blocks surrounding the new Major 
League Soccer stadium at Snelling 
Avenue and I-94, Snelling Midway 
Redevelopment LLC has stepped 

forward with the first major proj-
ect on the former Midway Shop-
ping Center site since much of it 
was cleared to make way for Allianz 
Field. Dubbed the United Villages 
at Midway, the proposed develop-
ment would include two new tow-
ers with 243 apartments, 15,780 
square feet of retail and office space 
and 148,470 square feet of parking.

The St. Paul Port Authority’s 
Credit Committee on April 21 unani-
mously approved an application for 
$2 million in grants for pollution 
cleanup on the site. The Port Au-

thority Board will review the grant 
request on April 28, and it is ex-
pected to be submitted on May 1. If 
all goes as planned, pollution on the 
site could be cleaned up this fall. 

The new buildings would be lo-
cated on the east side of Snelling Av-
enue between Spruce Tree Drive and 
Shields Avenue, on the site occupied 
by Big Top Liquors before that busi-
ness moved to 1544 University Ave. 
The new buildings would be just 
west of the Great Lawn that adjoins 
the north side of Allianz Field.

Dr. Bill McGuire, lead owner of 
the Minnesota United soccer team, 
is the co-developer of United Vil-
lages at Midway with longtime 
Midway Center owner Rick Birdoff. 
The development would consist of 
two apartment towers of between 
nine and 18 stories and a three-story 
building with about 19,000 square 
feet of retail space and almost 
30,000 square feet of co-working 
office space. The project would span 
two blocks, with parking beneath 
both blocks on one level under-
ground. The estimated cost is $90 
million for the two towers and $30 
million for the three-story building.

The buildings were designed by 
the Kansas City architectural firm 
of Populous, which also designed 
Allianz Field. Mortenson Construc-
tion, which led the stadium project, 
would also lead the work on United 
Villages. The towers would be built 
first, and the second block of retail 
and co-working space would come 
later. 

Port Authority project manager 
Ava Langston-Kenney presented a 
report on the pollution cleanup and 
the recommendation for approval 
on April 20. “Only public agencies 
are eligible to apply for these funds, 
but both publicly and privately 
owned sites with known or suspect-
ed soil or groundwater contamina-
tion qualify for them,” Langston-
Kenney said. She called the funding 
“essential” for the redevelopment of 
the property.

The city of St. Paul or the Port 
Authority can apply for pollution 
cleanup grants on behalf of the de-
velopers. One application for up 
to $1 million is being made to the 
Minnesota Department of Employ-
ment and Economic Development 
(DEED). A second application for 
$500,000 is being made to Ramsey 
County, with a third application go-
ing to the Metropolitan Council.

The 34.5-acre Midway Center 
“superblock” bounded by Pascal 
Street and St. Anthony, Snelling and 
University avenues was for many 
years the site of the Twin Cities Rap-
id Transit Company streetcar main-
tenance garage and storage facility. 
The site proposed for United Villag-
es is just north of what later became 
a Metro Transit bus garage. State 
records indicate that it was polluted 
by petroleum products. It is likely 
that soil vapors will also have to be 
vented.

The master plan for redevelop-
ing the superblock, which was ap-
proved by the City Council in 2016, 
calls for a mix of office, retail, hotel 
and residential uses. Big Top, Rain-
bow Foods and Midway Pro Bowl 
were among the businesses forced 
out of Midway Shopping Center. 
Fewer than a dozen businesses re-
main. 

United Villages of Midway
Apartment towers may rise beside stadium
$120M project would 
include a third building 
with retail, office space

The proposed United Villagers of Midway with its two towers and adjacent three-
story building at right, looking toward the northeast from Snelling Avenue.

Outlined in purple above, the site of the proposed United Villages of Midway is 
located on the east side of Snelling Avenue just northwest of Allianz Field. 

By Jane Mcclure

Construction is scheduled to begin this 
month on the Pitch, Wellington Man-
agement’s planned six-story mixed-

use building at 427 N. Snelling Ave. The for-
mer Bremer bank building on the property is 
now gone and utility work is underway. The 
Pitch will feature first-floor retail space with 
apartments above. However, it will likely not 
include surface parking to the south of the 
building or a Walgreens store inside it. 

The Land Use Committee of the Union Park 
District Council (UPDC) heard an update on 
the project on April 20 from project manager 
Casey Dzieweczynski. Wellington will discuss 
adding parking during an online meeting of 
the UPDC’s Transportation Committee at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, May 11. For details, check 
unionparkdc.org.

The Pitch, whose name refers to the Allianz 
Field soccer stadium just across Snelling, will 
have 160 market-rate apartments ranging 
from micro- to two-bedroom units. The build-
ing’s exterior remains largely unchanged from 
what the district council and St. Paul Planning 
Commission approved in 2019. However, in-
terior changes are planned on the first floor.

The development site is zoned Traditional 
Neighborhoods 3 and is within a quarter 
mile of the light-rail Green Line, so there is no 
minimum number of parking places required. 
Still, Wellington wanted to provide parking 
for residents and businesses.

Off-street parking has been a moving piece 
of the project and has been affected by de-
lays and redesigns. Plans approved in 2019 
called for two levels of underground parking 
with 142 spaces. Water table problems elimi-
nated one level of underground parking and 
reduced the number of spaces to 55 on one 
level. Dzieweczynski said the parking can be 
increased to about 80 for residents by using 
a car lift that moves vehicles from the ground 
floor to underground. The plan also includes 
18 ground-level spaces along the Snelling-Fry 
alley for tenants and customers.

However, adding the car lift and recon-
figuring the first floor took away one of two 
drive-through lanes. One lane is for a relocat-
ed Bremer Bank and the other was originally 

for a Walgreens pharmacy. Losing one drive-
through meant losing Walgreens. “Opera-
tionally, it wouldn’t have worked for them,” 
Dzieweczynski said.

Bremer Bank will occupy about 2,500 
square feet of space and Walgreens was to oc-
cupy about 5,000 square feet. The latter space 
could be occupied by one or two new com-
mercial tenants. The first floor will also have a 
shared lobby, restrooms and utility space.

Whether more parking is needed for resi-
dents is a point of debate. Wellington is pro-
viding ample bicycle parking as well as a $50 
Metro Transit Go Card for each new renter.

One idea the committee rejected on April 
20 was for Wellington to enter into a five-
year lease with the Minnesota Department 

of Transportation (MnDOT) for state-owned 
land south of the development. Welling-
ton originally eyed that property for a larger 
structure, but could not reach a sale agree-
ment with MnDOT.

Dzieweczynski said the state-owned land 
could allow 44 surface parking stalls for the 
building. The developers would make im-
provements and maintain the property under 
the lease. Improvements would include land-
scaping and improving stormwater drainage.

“We’ve spent a lot of time as the developer, 
asking what the parking ratios should be,” he 
said. 

Lisa Austin of MnDOT said the state is re-
taining its properties along I-94 in anticipa-
tion of the future redesign and rebuilding of 
the freeway, but could agree to a five-year 
lease. “We’re not doing permanent uses along 
any right-of-way we own until we finish the 
I-94 planning,” she said.

The changes discussed on April 20 do not 
require the project to go back to the Planning 
Commission, which in April 2019 approved a 
conditional use permit to allow a height of up 
to 55 feet, a floor-area ratio variance to allow 
greater density and a nonconforming use per-
mit to allow for the drive-through lanes.

Committee shoots down more parking for the Pitch on Snelling
Reconfiguring first floor, 
losing drive-thru lane 
means Walgreens is out

Wellington Management’s design for the Pitch, a six-story mixed-used apartment building planned on 
Snelling Avenue just two blocks south of University and across from Allianz Field.

“We’ve spent a lot of 
time as the developer, 

asking what the parking 
ratios should be,” said 
project manager Casey 

Dzieweczynski.
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vin Carter drew on outdated studies and includes a “subpar 
bike lane” that lacks the necessary protections.

Thao and Tolbert both objected to the diversion of motor 
vehicle traffic into the surrounding neighborhoods that will 
likely result from reducing Ayd Mill Road from four lanes to 
three. Tolbert asked for more specifics on how the city intends 
to mitigate the expected traffic congestion. Thao cited con-
cerns about increased air pollution as well as the accuracy of 
the traffic models used in predicting future traffic patterns.

The Ayd Mill Road project was supported by council presi-
dent Amy Brendmoen and members Mitra Jalali, Jane Prince 
and Nelsie Yang. Jalali became emotional when Noecker pro-
posed the mill and overlay project instead of the more exten-
sive redesign, saying, “I could not be more opposed to this.” Ac-
cording to Jalali, thousands of people have commented on the 
reconstruction project and the majority support a three-lane 
Ayd Mill Road. She said that not going forward means “kicking 
the can down the road” when reconstructing the roadway is 
sure to be more costly. 

One benefit cited by Jalali and other project supporters is 
the possibility that the Ayd Mill bike trail could be connected 
someday to Minneapolis’ Midtown Greenway bike trail. How-
ever, that connection may require the use of a railroad bridge 
over the Mississippi River, and permission for that has not been  
forthcoming from the railroad.

Prince, who criticized the city’s most recent round of Ayd 

Mill Road traffic studies for not looking at the congested inter-
section of Snelling and Selby avenues, said she had been on the 
fence about the project. What persuaded her to support it was 
the prospect of turning Ayd Mill Road into a transportation 
corridor for bicyclists and pedestrians as well as motorists.

The City Council gave its preliminary approval to the Ayd 
Mill Road project in February as part of the St. Paul Streets 
2020 plan. However, the council asked the city’s Department 
of Public Works to engage the public in a discussion about 
the plan before bringing it back to the council. The COVID-19 
pandemic forced that public engagement to the city’s website 

with two video presentations and an online survey.
“We reached many, many more people than we would have 

with in-person community meetings,” said Paul Kurtz, interim 
director of Public Works. He said the key takeaway was that 
the project has more support than opposition.

The project is expected to go out for bid in June with con-
struction to begin in July or August and be completed in No-
vember. Ayd Mill Road will be closed to traffic during construc-
tion. When it reopens, it will have two southbound lanes and 
one northbound lane for motor vehicles and a 12-foot-wide 
trail for bicyclists and pedestrians. 

The work will also involve new lighting and drainage im-
provements to address the water problems associated with 
underground springs in the area. The city currently spends 
about a third of its annual pothole patching budget on Ayd 
Mill Road, largely due to that seepage.

With the new Ayd Mill Road, many of the adjacent neigh-
borhood streets are expected to be over capacity during rush 
hours, especially in the mornings when as many as 400 mo-
torists confronted with Ayd Mill Road congestion are expected 
to take alternate routes. The city’s plan includes efforts to miti-
gate traffic congestion, such as changes to signal timing, turn 
restrictions and traffic lane configurations.

One issue left for future debate is the speed limit on Ayd Mill 
Road. Many people have advocated a lower limit. Kurtz said 
that while the 25 mph limit suggested by many may be too 
slow, a reduction from the current 45 mph is likely. 

“I think we might land somewhere between there,” he said.

subject line in a flurry of emails that have been 
sent in the last few weeks among themselves 
and to us. The ideas of those publicly spirited 
individuals for “saving” this newspaper cen-
tered largely on abandoning the for-profit 
business structure the Villager has always op-
erated with in favor of forming a nonprofit or-
ganization or adopting a cooperative format 
and thereby qualifying for foundation grants 
and tax-deductible donations; creating a sep-
arate nonprofit “Friends of” entity operating 
alongside the Villager to raise capital, leav-
ing the stewardship of the business to me as 
the sole owner, as is the case now; or simply 
selling the business to some other entity that 
would take the newspaper in an altogether 

different direction.
We thank those 34 people for taking the 

time to lend us their best thinking on the mat-
ter going forward. We really do. However, for a 
variety of reasons, we’ve chosen to go another 
route.

Beginning this week, an online edition of 
the Villager will go live at myvillager.com. 
The newly expanded website, which had long 
served as nothing more than a marketing tool 
for this business, is still a work in progress. 
However, we envision it as not only serving 
the interests of all of those who enjoy read-
ing the Villager in its current print form, but 
the interests of all of those who would like 
to see even broader, deeper and more timely 
editorial content than this every-other-week 
publication could ever produce in print, avail-

able not only at their doors, but on their home 
computers, laptops and cellphones.

The digital Villager will be free to peruse at 
first as we attempt to ramp up its readership, 
in hopes of eventually supplementing our ex-
isting advertising revenue in the print prod-
uct with paid subscriptions from our read-
ers and additional advertising revenue in the 
digital version. We’ve set the price for future 
paid subscriptions at what we believe is a rea-
sonable $59.88 per year ($4.99 per month). 
“Founders Level” or early-bird subscribers 
will be invited first to receive additional ben-
efits as we bring them online.

The unchartered waters that the entire me-
dia industry is navigating these days certainly 
present perils to all who find themselves in 
the same boat. But we believe those waters 

also present opportunities. It’s ironic that 
at the same time media organizations of all 
kinds find themselves foundering due to the 
collapse of advertising revenue, the reader-
ship and viewership of those news outlets 
have never been higher.

We believe the appetite for news of a dis-
tinctly local perspective—something that our 
readers tell us the Villager excels at—will con-
tinue to sustain us both in print and online. 
Now—as always—fairness, balance, reliabil-
ity and, above all, the quality of a news me-
dium’s editorial coverage will be tantamount 
in not only surviving, but hopefully thriving.

Michael Mischke is the publisher of the Villager 
newspaper. 
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By Jane Mcclure

The St. Paul City Council on April 22 
unanimously approved three street re-
construction projects for this year, in-

cluding the first phase of the Griggs-Scheffer 
project in the Highland Park neighborhood.

Griggs-Scheffer is the largest of the three 
with 338 properties in an area bounded by 
Randolph, Hamline and Scheffer avenues and 
Edgcumbe Road. It has an estimated cost of 
$9.95 million, supported by assessments to 
abutting property owners totalling $2.21 mil-
lion. The final cost will not be known until 
bids come in, and the final assessments will 
not be ratified until next fall after a second 
public hearing.

Two neighborhood meetings were held ear-
lier this year to review the project. This year’s 
work includes sections of Juno, Niles, Hart-
ford, Bayard and Scheffer avenues. Stretches 

of Eleanor, Alaska, Vista, Highland Parkway 
and Edgcumbe Road are slated for 2021.

Work is scheduled to begin this month and 
end in November. It will include new pave-
ment, curbs and gutters, driveway aprons, 
sidewalks, street lighting, boulevard trees, 
sewer and water main replacement or repair, 
storm sewer catch basins, public art and ADA-
compliant pedestrian ramps at corners. The 
city also is working with the Capitol Region 
Watershed District on boulevard rain gardens 
to improve drainage and water filtration.

The COVID-19 pandemic meant that affect-
ed residents had to email in their comments, 
rather than testify in person. About 20 neigh-
bors weighed in. Most of those who sent com-
ments said the assessments were too high. 
Others asked about such issues as boulevard 
tree replacement and utility work.

Several retirees expressed concern about 
their fixed incomes and uncertain status of 

their investments. Others said they have been 
laid off or taken a pay cut as a result of the 
coronavirus.

Bayard Avenue resident Erin Buie said the 
letter with her assessment was a “real gut 
punch” when she opened it. She was among 
those asking that the project be delayed. 

“Since that time, our economy has col-
lapsed, putting many citizens of St. Paul in 
dire financial circumstances,” she wrote. 
“This assessment, layered upon an extremely 
high property tax burden, is likely the prover-
bial straw that will break the camel’s back for 
me. If it goes through, I will be looking to leave 
my cherished house and neighborhood, and I 
know several retired couples on my block are 
in the same boat.”

Juno Avenue resident Lisa Bowman said 
her expected $5,616 assessment is higher than 
her property tax bill. She called the amount 
“alarming” and said it will have a negative 

impact on her household budget even if she 
spreads out the payments over time.

Another Juno resident, Nelson Fox, said he 
is “deeply disappointed” at his family’s as-
sessment. They bought their home two years 
ago because it was affordable for a young 
family. Now he said the family is considering 
a move as soon as possible.

Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tolbert, 
whose home is in the project area, spoke for 
work to go ahead. While sympathizing with 
the economic burden the assessments cre-
ate, he pointed out that property owners can 
spread the cost over 20 years. Disabled and el-
derly property owners can also seek deferred 
payments.

“I bought my home in 2009 and this work 
should have been done a decade ago,” Tolbert 
said. While admitting that the timing is not 
ideal, he cited the benefits of improved streets, 
sidewalks and lighting.

Residents raise concerns over assessments for Griggs-Scheffer project 

1b ayd mill road redesign

The planned Jefferson Avenue interchange at Ayd Mill Road’s south 
end, with all cars entering Ayd Mill by the ramp on Jefferson’s south 
side and bicycles and pedestrians using the ramp on the north side.
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• No-contact professional  
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• Recorded video marketing

• Electronic document signing

• No-contact closing options
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• Virtual inspections and  
final walk-throughs

• Virtual mortgage process
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• No-contact closing options
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The real estate industry is still very active! Here are a few ways we have 
adjusted our protocols to keep sellers and buyers as safe as possible:

By Jane Mcclure

Improved lighting and pedestrian safety 
projects dominate the submissions for the 
second phase of St. Paul’s redesigned Capi-

tal Improvement Budget (CIB) process. The 
CIB Committee and city staff recently began 
reviewing 98 requests for projects expected 
to take place in 2021. Plans call for public pre-
sentations in May, but whether that happens 
is unknown due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The committee’s goal is to make recom-
mendations to Mayor Melvin Carter by June 
30. The City Council will make the final deci-
sion on the requests by the end of the year as 
part of the 2021 city budget.

The city launched the redesign of its CIB 
process last year to replace a system that had 
been in place for more than three decades. 
Under the new process, city departments sub-
mitted projects in 2019 for construction this 
year, while all others submitted requests this 
year for funding in 2021. The latter projects 
were originally vying for $500,000, but that 
amount has been increased to $1 million fol-
lowing criticism from neighborhood activists.

Carter announced a focus on Crime Pre-
vention Through Environmental Design for 
the 2020 submissions. Most of the propos-
als are for improved lighting and pedestrian 
and traffic safety. Only one request out of the 
98 was made for cameras and ShotSpotter, a  

device that detects the location of gunshots.
One request calls for improved lighting, 

seating and other infrastructure improve-
ment in McQuillan, Cochrane and Boyd parks, 
as well as the Holly Tot Lot in Summit-Univer-
sity. Other requests include improved lighting 
on streets around St. Catherine University, 
at Fairview and Princeton avenues in Macal-
ester-Groveland, and on 10th Street, Osborn 
Plaza, Wacouta Commons, the light-rail Cen-
tral Station, Pedro Park, Hamm Plaza, Low-
ertown Tot Lot, Kellogg Mall Park and Cohen 
Plaza outside of the City Hall/Courthouse in 
downtown.

The Summit Hill Association (SHA) is ask-
ing that the Grand Avenue and Victoria Street 
intersection be converted to a “pedestrian 
scramble.” Traffic signals would stop motor 
vehicles in all directions to allow safer pedes-
trian crossings. A pedestrian scramble also is 
proposed at Snelling and University avenues.

The Highland District Council submitted a 
request for an improved pedestrian crossing 
at Shepard Road and Rankin Street to provide 
safer access to the Samuel Morgan Trail and 
Crosby Farm Regional Park. It also is seeking 
funds to redesign the Highland Park Commu-
nity Center ballfields.

The Future is Grand Task Force, which 
included members of the Grand Avenue 
Business Association, SHA and Macalester- 
Groveland Community Council, submitted 

a request to remove on-street parking and 
create a two-way protected bike lane on the 
south side of Summit Avenue. Additional bike 
racks would be added along Grand to encour-
age more bicyclists to patronize businesses 
there. A related request seeks better snow 
removal on Summit and Grand avenues for  
improved winter walking and biking.

Other Future of Grand-related requests 
include pedestrian safety improvements at 
the Grand-Avon and Grand-Snelling inter-
sections, such as pedestrian islands, flashing 
lights and brightly painted crosswalks.

Snelling was the focus of other proposals. 
They include a push-button flashing light and 
crosswalk at Snelling and Osceola avenues, 
widening or raising the existing pedestrian 
crossing at Snelling and Lincoln avenues, and 
adding more pedestrian crossings on Snelling 
between Selby and St. Clair avenues.

Other local streets   also were the focus of 
submissions. They include a painted cross-
walk at Highland Parkway and Mississippi 
River Boulevard, and adding emergency call 
posts and widening the bike-pedestrian trail 
along Mississippi River Boulevard.

Proposals were submitted for sidewalk im-
provements along Fairview Avenue below the 
I-94 overpass, for pedestrian safety improve-
ments on Grand near Ramsey Middle School, 
for a sidewalk and bike lanes along Gilbert 
Street between Prior and Cleveland avenues, 

for turning West Seventh Street into a pedes-
trian plaza in front of Xcel Energy Center, and 
for more pedestrian-activated lights at cross-
ings along University Avenue.

Improvements sought in the Snelling-
Hamline neighborhood include building side-
walks at the southeast corner of Pascal Street 
and Concordia Avenue, and making pedestri-
an safety improvements at Selby Avenue and 
Saratoga Street. 

A few requests involved street improve-
ments that move vehicular traffic. One is for 
a dedicated turn lane with phasing signal at 
Cretin and Randolph avenues to reduce rush-
hour traffic backups.

Former city transportation planner Luke 
Hanson suggested closing some streets that 
intersect with West Seventh Street to elimi-
nate dangerous turns; reducing traffic lanes 
on portions of West Seventh Street, Dale 
Street and the I-94 frontage roads; adding cor-
ner bumpouts and pedestrian refuges along 
Grand Avenue; and making pedestrian safety 
improvements on Selby Avenue.

Other requests were more general, includ-
ing a call for more north-south bike routes, 
traffic safety zones around schools, more use 
of roundabouts at intersections and added 
traffic calming. One proposal is to install in-
telligent street lighting in the city that bright-
ens in response to movement by pedestrians,  
bicyclists and cars.

CIB proposals shed light on crime prevention, public safety

By Jane Mcclure

Improvements to the West End’s Keg & 
Case Market and the redevelopment of a 
historic Merriam Park church are among 

the projects vying for the city of St. Paul’s 
2020 Neighborhood Sales Tax Revitalization 
(STAR) grants and loans. 

The applications for those grants and loans 
were submitted to City Hall in April and are 
now in the hands of the Neighborhood STAR 
board. Its recommendations will be reviewed 
by the mayor and St. Paul City Council for fi-
nal action this summer. The funds come from 
the city’s extra half-percent sales tax.

Typically, applicants meet with the Neigh-
borhood STAR board in person, but city of-
ficials are moving many meetings online via 
Zoom, Skype or other form of teleconferenc-
ing. Fifty-eight projects seeking a total of 
$6.07 million were submitted, with the 

funding match for all projects adding up to 

$29.64 million.
One of the largest requests was submit-

ted by Central Baptist Church, 420 N. Roy St., 
and the Union Park District Council. They are 
seeking a $300,000 grant and a$250,000 loan 
to renovate the church’s oldest structure for 
office and retail space. The temple-like church 
was built in 1913, with additions in 1948 and 
1962, and a sanctuary in 1975. An $80,000 
match is proposed.

Two requests came from Keg & Case Mar-
ket, 928 W. Seventh St. The West Seventh/Fort 
Road Federation is working with the market 
to apply for a $60,000 grant and a $60,000 
loan with $120,000 match to build an amphi-
theater and restrooms on the West Seventh 
Street side of the market. In addition, Clutch 
Brewing Company is seeking a $100,000 
grant with a $100,000 match to build a sec-
ond-floor deck outside the food hall.

Other local requests include the following:
• White Squirrel LLC, owned by veter-

an restaurateur Jarret Oulman, is seeking 
a $20,000 grant and a $60,000 loan with 
$80,000 match to make improvements to the 
19th-century building at 974 W. Seventh St. 
that previously housed the offices of the Ford  
Road Federation. 

• Amazen LLL, doing business as Vine Park 
Brewing, 1274 W. Seventh St., is seeking  a 
$100,000 grant and a $100,000 loan with a 
$200,000 match to add a taproom and make 
other physical changes to its  building.

• Mi Casita LLC is seeking a $100,000 grant 
with a $100,000 match to renovate the build-
ing at 106 Douglas St., which received vari-
ances several months ago. A second request 
from West Seventh Dental is for a $75,000 
grant and $375,000 match to build out a den-
tal center on the building’s first floor.

• MyDog, a dog daycare and boarding busi-
ness, is seeking a $30,000 grant and a $45,000 
loan with a $30,000 match to renovate a com-
mercial building at 1324 W. Seventh St. 

• RS Eden Solar is seeking a $40,000 grant 
with a $40,597 match to install 77 solar pan-
els and create an art exhibit at its mixed-use 
building at 1360 W. Seventh St. The building 
offers supportive housing for young people on 
the second floor and provides jobs at the Fresh 
Grounds cafe on the first floor. 

• Five Star Cafe, 2489 W. Seventh St. in Sib-
ley Plaza, is seeking a $50,000 grant and a 
$50,000 loan to renovate its kitchen and din-
ing room. A $50,000 match is proposed.

• The J.J. Hill Parent-Teacher Organization 
is seeking a $53,000 grant with a $53,000 
match to create a 5,000-square-foot mural 
and two 40-foot murals at the school at 998 
Selby Ave.

• Esther Homes is seeking a $18,600 grant 
with a $17,600 match to renovate a shelter in 
the Summit-University neighborhood. The 
address is not listed to maintain the safety of 

Local projects among those wishing on neighborhood stAr
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the residents, who are pregnant women fac-
ing a crisis in their lives.

• Clouds in Water Zen Center, 445 N. Far-
rington St., is seeking a $12,198 grant with a 
$12,198 match to make energy efficiency and 
other improvements to its building.

• The Asian Economic Development As-
sociation is seeking a $205,000 grant with a 
$205,000 match to make facade and public 
space improvements near the little Mekong 
Plaza at University and Western avenues.

• Sun Foods, 554 University Ave., is seeking 
a $75,000 grant and a $75,000 loan with a 
$150,00 match to add new signage and make 
window, tuckpointing and parking lot im-
provements to its store in the Uni-Dale Mall.

• Firebox Deli, 1585 Marshall Ave., is seek-
ing a $10,000 loan and a $30,000 grant to cre-
ate an outdoor dining space and improve the  
space separating  the public sidewalk from the 

property. A $10,000 match is proposed.
• Constantino Real Estate LLC is seeking a 

$49,800 grant with a $49,800 match to reno-
vate its building at 1440 University Ave. that 
houses Elsa’s House of Sleep furniture store. 
The grant would be used to repair stucco and 
flooring, replace the storefront, add security 
features and install a door accessible to people 
with disabilities.

• Modern Nails of St. Paul, 336 Wabasha 
St., is seeking a $20,000 grant with a $20,000 
match to renovate space for a nail salon. 

• Twin Cities Athletic Training, 400 Wa-
basha St., is seeking a $70,000 loan and a 
$29,750 grant with a $99,750 match to build 
out a fitness facility at Treasure island Center.

• The Minnesota Museum of Modern Art, 
350 S. Robert St., is seeking a $200,000 grant 
with a $200,000 match to add 16,000 square 
feet of gallery, office, art preparation and load-
ing dock space, and to restore 260 linear feet 
of arcade space.

4b neighborhood star

Revised 5-story Selby-Dale project 
includes remodel of service garage

By Jane Mcclure

Reworked plans for a five-story apart-
ment building near Selby Avenue and 
Dale Street are moving ahead with a 

5-2 vote of approval on April 20 by the St. Paul 
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC). 
The design was altered after the HPC rejected 
a request by TJL Development to demolish 
a former service garage at 156 N. Dale St. to 
make way for part of the new project.

The HPC’s approval was required because 
the property is in the Historic Hill District. No 
start date for the project has been announced. 
Rezoning is still required to bring the service 
garage site and two vacant lots at 594 Selby 
Ave. under the same zoning classification. 
Front setback, parking, access point and lot 
coverage variances are also being considered.

The Summit-University Planning Coun-
cil’s Neighborhood Development Committee 
voted on April 21 to ask TJL Development to 
include affordable housing in its plans. Devel-
oper Jim LaValle said he has looked at afford-
able units, but the development team was not 
informed of the online meeting. 

The HPC stated in March that the former 
service garage needed to be saved. Some com-
missioners were also critical of the apartment 
building’s design, with one comparing it to 
Chicago’s infamous Cabrini-Green housing 
project.

The proposed building would have 81 
apartments ranging from studios to three-
bedroom units on the upper four floors, with a 
total of 110 parking spaces below grade and on 
the first floor. The building would be stepped 
back to minimize its massing along Selby and 
would include an outdoor deck to the west.

HPC staff recommended approval of the 
proposed building, even though it would be 
taller than nearby structures. Allison Suhan 

Eggers of the HPC staff recommended remov-
al of the proposed balconies on the east end of 
the building.

The building’s footprint has changed and a 
darker shade of brick is now being proposed 
for the exterior, according to architect David 
Holland of UrbanWorks Architecture. Plans 
also call for park-style green space in front of 
the apartment building as well as in the front 
of the former service garage. 

Commissioner Barbara Bezat, who joined  
Robert Lubke in voting against the new de-
sign, objected to what she saw as a potentially 
dangerous entrance for vehicles along Selby. 
She asked why the former Dale Street garage 
could not be repurposed as a vehicle entrance 
for residents of the apartments.

Other commissioners continued to have 
concerns about the building’s size in relation 
to others along Selby. “Massing is the crucial 
element in all of this,” said commissioner Paul 
Nelson. “We’re seeing a march of big build-
ings west of this down Selby.”

The HPC’s discussion on April 20 focused 
more on the former service garage, which 
was built in 1915. In 1926 its front wall was set 
back 27 feet from Dale, and several of its for-
mer windows have since been bricked over or 
boarded up.

TJL Development initially wanted to reno-
vate the garage, but set those plans aside in 
March due to building’s deteriorated condi-
tion. It planned to replace the garage with 
a five-story mixed-use building that would 
have had 4,900 square feet of retail space on 
the first floor and apartments above. Howev-
er, an HPC staff report stated that demolish-
ing the garage would have negative impacts 
on the Historic Hill District. 

LaValle now plans to save and renovate the 
former garage building on its own, including 
opening up the former windows.

We Recommend Books.

Follow us on social media for suggestions 
nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

Order online for delivery to your home.
nextchapterbooksellers.com

38 S Snelling Ave | St. Paul    651/225-8989

A concept drawing of the five-story building that would bring 81 new apartments to two vacant lots near 
the southeast corner of Selby Avenue and Dale Street.
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West 7th, Highland Park district  
councils to hold board elections

Residents of the West Seventh, Highland 
Park and Macalester-Groveland neighbor-
hoods did not gather in April to elect new 
district council board members due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. However, two of those 
neighborhoods will hold elections to fill those 
positions later this month.

The West Seventh/Fort Road Federation has 
decided to elect its board members through 
online and paper ballots, with the latter being 
published in the May issue of the Community 
Reporter newspaper. The board is currently 
made up of six officers and two members each 
from three subdistricts in the neighborhood. 
Changes were approved last year to add a 
renter’s seat to each subdistrict, which would 
expand the board to 15 members.

Federation board president Dana DeMas-
ter said it is unclear when the district council 
can hold an annual meeting this year, due to 
the pandemic. With some board members 
wanting to step down, she said, an election 
still needs to go forward. The district council 
had recruited new members over the past few 
months, so a full board is likely to be seated. 
More information about voting will be posted 
at fortroadfederation.org.

The Highland District Council held an on-
line annual meeting on April 23 and will hold 
an election this month to fill six even-num-
bered grid and two at-large positions on its 
board of directors. Candidate filings are due 
by 5 p.m. on May 8, and voting for board seats 
will take place from 5 p.m. on May 11 to 5 p.m. 
on May 18. 

For people who cannot vote online, paper 
ballots will be provided by calling the HDC 
office at 651-695-4005. Postcards will also be 
mailed to every resident in Highland Park. Go 
to tinyurl.com/hdc-vote for more details.

The Macalester-Groveland board voted 
in April to postpone its annual meeting and 
elections due to the pandemic. The postpone-
ment will be reviewed regularly to ascertain 
when a large public gathering can safely be 
held. Current district council board members 
and officers will continue to serve until then.

Council upholds appeal to finish 
replacement of Hill District drive

A longstanding fight over a planned drive-
way in the Historic Hill District came to an end 
on April 15 with a unanimous vote by the St. 
Paul City Council to uphold an appeal by the 
homeowner. Ray Meyer, who lives at 524-526 
Portland Ave., will be allowed to finish replac-
ing a deteriorated concrete driveway with red 
concrete stamped in a herringbone pattern.

Ward 1 council member Dai Thao moved 
to grant the appeal, saying the HPC cannot 
prevent Meyer from replacing the driveway in 
the manner he chose. Thao also said the HPC  
had no jurisdiction over the color of the  
concrete.

The City Council action overturned a  

November 2017 vote by the St. Paul Heritage 
Preservation Commission (HPC) to deny ap-
proval of a permit for Meyer to complete the 
driveway. That meeting grew raucous and 
Meyer was removed from the meeting for  
arguing with commissioners and city staff.

The driveway dispute became part of a 
larger debate between the HPC and prop-
erty owners in historic districts, which led to 
changes in HPC processes. Meyer is a former 
HPC commissioner.

Meyer got part way through the driveway 
project when the work was halted by the city. 
Stamped concrete is not one of the options al-
lowed under historic district guidelines. The 
HPC had earlier approved the replacement of 
the rear portion of the driveway with stamped 
concrete. The HPC told Meyer that the con-
crete driveway for the front 90 feet could have 
a scored pattern, but could not be tinted red or 
stamped in a herringbone pattern.

One argument throughout the process 
was that it is unknown what materials were 
used for the original driveway, which pre-
dated concrete. Meyer argued that there was 
precedent in the Historic Hill District for brick 
driveways and that the HPC was overstepping 
its bounds.

The Ramsey Hill Association supported 
Meyer, as did some of his neighbors. 

BZA grants variances to allow 
signage at Cretin-Derham Hall

Cretin-Derham Hall will be allowed to re-
tain signs that were put up without city ap-
proval and to install new signs on an approved 
building addition as a result of two variances 
that were granted on April 13 by the St. Paul 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA).

The high school faces Albert Street and 
Randolph, Hamline and Hartford avenues, 
and only one sign is allowed per street front-
age. Seventeen signs are in place, requiring a 
13-sign variance.

In addition, each sign cannot exceed 30 
square feet. A 40.4-square-foot sign is pro-
posed on a recently completed building addi-
tion and a new Albert Street entrance, requir-
ing a variance of 10.4 feet. That project also 
required variances, which won BZA approval 
last year.

CDH is situated on a 14.8-acre site, which 
was one reason city staff recommended ap-
proval. The signs were needed for visitors to 
find their way around campus, said facilities 
director Paul Solmon. “It can be a rather long 
hike to get to the right place,” he said.

The Highland District Council recommend-
ed approval of the variances. No one contact-
ed the BZA in opposition.

Variances granted for four stories 
of senior apartments on West End

A planned four-story apartment building 
that would add 47 new units of low-income 
senior housing to Winslow Commons, 160 S. 
Western Ave., will be allowed to proceed with 
two variances approved on April 13 by the St. 
Paul Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA).

The property is zoned for multifamily resi-
dential use. A 25-foot variance was approved 
from the required 30-foot front-yard setback, 
and a variance of 28 square feet per dwelling 
unit was approved from the minimum lot size 
of 800 square feet per unit.

The new building will be constructed on 
green space near Winslow Commons, a 121-
unit, seven-story senior residence. Bigos 
Management wants to transfer willing low-
income senior tenants from a building on 
Mears Park to the planned West End building. 
The transfer is allowed under a federal Hous-
ing and Urban Development program.

The West Seventh/Fort Road Federation 
recommended approval of the variances. 
Three neighbors sent letters in opposition, 
stating concerns about additional housing 
density on the site and the loss of green space. 
One neighbor noted that a nearby preschool 
uses the green space as a play area. A fourth 
neighbor attended the virtual hearing and 
asked about storm water management. The 
developers plan to install an underground 
stormwater drainage system.

Corps seeks comments on plans 
to manage Mississippi floodplain

The St. Paul District of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers is seeking comments on a draft 
environmental assessment through May 8 
on its floodplain forest management along 
the Mississippi River from Upper St. Anthony 
Falls in Minneapolis to just downstream of 
Lock and Dam No. 10 in Guttenberg, Iowa.

Forest management includes site prepara-
tion, planting and seeding; prescribed burns; 
biological control; and wildlife habitat im-
provement. These practices are expected to 
have a beneficial effect on the Upper Missis-
sippi River through the restoration, creation 
and enhancement of the floodplain forest.

The draft assessment describing the project 
and its environmental impacts can be viewed 
and downloaded at tinyurl.com/ycmcoxnw. 
Questions on the project or comments on 
the assessment can be directed to project bi-
ologist LeeAnn Glomski at 651-290-5595 or 
LeeAnn.M.Glomski@usace.army.mil. 

Written correspondence on the project 
can be sent to the St. Paul District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Attn: Regional Planning 
and Environment Division North, 180 Fifth St. 
E., Suite 700, St. Paul, MN 55101.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and John Wadell.

A river runs through it. There was an obvious absence of greenery as a pair of 
fishermen took to the shoreline of a slightly swollen Mississippi River in Hidden Falls Regional Park 
on the 50th anniversary of Earth Day on April 22.  PHoto by bRAD StAuFFER

News Briefs
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By Jane Mcclure

An 85-foot-high mixed-use building 
proposed for the 300 block of West 
Seventh Street and Smith Avenue has 

cleared its first hurdle despite considerable 
neighborhood opposition. The St. Paul Plan-
ning Commission’s Zoning Committee voted 
6-1 on April 23 to approve needed variances 
and a conditional use permit for the develop-
ment. 

That recommendation goes to the full Plan-
ning Commission on 
May 1. A commission 
decision is final unless 
there is an appeal to 
the City Council.

The Zoning Com-
mittee received about 
30 letters in opposition 
to the development at 
337 W. 7th St. and 366-
372 N. Smith Ave. They 
cited concerns about 
spillover parking and 
the building’s height. 

This is the second 
Planning Commission 
review process for the 
project in less than 
six months. Right after obtaining a zoning 
change, variance and conditional use permit 
for one building design, developers Acker-
berg Group and Northland Real Estate Group/
Valerian LLC ran into problems with bedrock 
at the site. Two levels of underground park-
ing had to be dropped and a taller, narrower 
building planned. The new plans call for more 
apartments and a smaller commercial space, 
said architect Aron Johnson of DJR Architects.

In late February, the City Council rezoned 
the development site from Traditional Neigh-
borhoods 2 to Traditional Neighborhoods 
3 use, acting on a December 2019 Planning 
Commission recommendation. 

Stormwater drainage issues have also 
forced changes to the development plan. 
The original plan was for stormwater to flow 
into a structure below the building. The cur-
rent plan calls for having seven to eight feet 
of green space on the north and south sides 
of the building as part of a redesigned storm-
water management system. The building will 
still be 360 feet long, but it will be reduced in 
width.

Parking will occupy the first floor. The 
building will have 110 parking stalls, 104 of 
which will be stacked. The zoning require-
ment is for 137 spaces, so a 27-space parking 
variance is needed. The previous plan had 94 
parking spaces. Bike parking and a bike repair 
space for residents are also planned.

The parking area will be about 13 to 15 feet 
tall. The original plan called for a two-level 
ramp to be 23 feet tall. Eliminating the ramp 
meant adding a sixth floor of housing and 
increasing the number of units from 153 to 
between 192 and 194. Units will still be a mix 
of studios, one- and two-bedroom. With the 
added housing and structural changes, the 
entire building will be taller, rising from 75 
feet to 81-85 feet. The planned retail space on 
West Seventh has been reduced from 2,500 to 
1,800 square feet.

Among the op-
ponents of the latest 
plan are the Historic 
Irvine Park Associa-
tion (HIPA) and many 
area residents. Park-
ing in the area is al-
ready congested, they 
said, and that is com-
pounded by events at 
Xcel Energy Center. 
The opponents dis-
puted the contention 
that many residents of 
the proposed building 
will not have cars.

Some opponents 
contend that such a 

tall building is not compatible with the sur-
rounding neighborhood and would be better 
suited downtown. HIPA stated in a letter its 
concern that “allowing the building to reach 
85 feet will set a precedent for erecting higher 
and higher buildings in the area. The affected 
neighborhood is a transition area from the 
dense downtown to the predominantly sin-
gle-family neighborhoods further down West 
Seventh Street. Increased building heights 
will erode the unique nature of the popular 
West Seventh restaurant and entertainment 
district and the nearby historic residential 
areas. To change that, a more detailed conver-
sation is necessary than can be allowed in a 
single committee hearing closed to the public 
by (the coronavirus pandemic).”

City staff recommended approval of the 
variances and permit, as did the West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation. The property is 
zoned for heights of up to 55 feet, but with the 
conditional use permit, an 85-foot height is 
allowed. The variances are for parking and for 
floor area ratio or greater density.

Committee backs plan for 7-story 
194-apartment building on W. 7th

An artist’s rendering of the seven-story, 194-unit apartment building planned for 337 W. Seventh St., on 
the site of Bonfe’s Auto Service Mechanical Center, looking northwest from West Seventh.

Neighbors believe building 
is too tall for area and will 
add to parking problems

Eliminating the ramp 
meant adding a sixth 
floor of housing and 

increasing the number 
of units from 153 to 

between 192 and 194. 
With the added housing 
and structural changes, 

the entire building will be 
taller, rising from 75 feet 

to 81-85 feet. 
Villager readers are very health-conscious. Hence the 
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VIEWPOINT
Prepare for the new normal

To Mayor Carter and the St. Paul City Council: 
As a former elected government official and a St. Paul 

resident for the last 16 years, I am not impressed. My property 
taxes have more than doubled while city services have 
declined. Garbage, sewer and street maintenance fees have 
added other escalators. 

In view of the current economic crisis, all cities must re-
examine local government structure and function. Almost $4 
million of St. Paul’s 2020-21 capital budget spending needs to 
be revisited, as well as St. Paul’s budget for operations. This 
is your responsibility, and it cannot be delayed. Concrete City 
Council action to cut spending is imperative by the end of 
2020.

It is time that city leaders got down to basics along with 
the rest of us. America’s salad days are over as we face global 
warming, a pandemic, high unemployment, profligate 
consumer habits and bloated bureaucracies. Tax revenue 
is declining at all levels as baby boomers retire and the 
unemployed and business sectors struggle to recover.

The basics include street maintenance, sewer and water 
services, and police and fire protection. They do not include 
unnecessary roundabouts, tax increment financing (which 
merely shifts the tax burden from developers to homeowners 
for up to 30 years), elaborate road improvements, or health 
and social services that are already the responsibility of 
Ramsey County, the state of Minnesota and the not-for-profit 
sector.

These are sobering times. Please do your part and prepare 
for a new normal now, or St. Paul will see precipitous 
neighborhood and small-business declines.

Marianne Curry
Macalester-Groveland 

Public works in public interest 
There is no way any St. Paul taxpayers can forget the Public 

Works Department’s attempt at snowplowing last winter 
or our elected officials’ underwhelming response to the 
fiasco. As the construction season is upon us and with new 
leadership at the department, here are a few simple steps that 
can start to rebuild confidence in this department. 

• Construction completion dates—Anyone know how long 
Summit Avenue will be closed? List the date on signs and hold 
the contractor and city staff accountable for getting the work 
done on time. 

• Construction detours—Require traffic engineer to 
regularly visit and observe traffic on detours and adjust light 
timing in response to traffic flow. 

• Construction signage—Remove or turn signs away from 
traffic during non-construction periods. 

These observations are not just mine. I’ve heard them 
a dozen times in the last year in regard to the closure 
of Fairview Avenue between Marshall and University 
avenues, Lexington Parkway and I-94 road work, and most 
frustratingly on Lexington near Como Lake. 

These are in no way overburdensome requirements and 
should be part of any best-practices approach to managing 
our infrastructure. More important, they would show the 
public there is an awareness that there is a need to mitigate 
the negative impacts of construction. In other words, a 
customer-service orientation exemplified by many of the 
small businesses that are closed throughout our city.

Let’s see if we can get our elected officials and city 
departments to work in the public’s interest and take a few 
baby steps toward more accountability.

Julian Loscalzo
Lexington-Hamline

The conundrum of COVID-19
I don’t wonder that some people seem to be contracting 

COVID-19 at higher rates than the rest of the population. I 
wonder if racial differences are a factor, or if the issue stems 
from poverty. I know elders and people on tight incomes who 
don’t have cars (and are thus exposed to public transit to go 
anywhere), who don’t have TVs, don’t have cellphones and 
now don’t have access to computers with all public libraries 
closed. 

Those of us without a cellphone have become essentially 
nonexistent. From news sources or when one phones 
someplace for information, one is given a website or a text 
contact. Whole groups of elders and those on the financial 
edge have no access to these sources. Not having a computer 
or cellphone should not marginalize people’s health.

I suggest that at the rate people are now starting to come 

unglued, all that would be necessary for society to fall apart 
completely would be for the electrical grid to go down. 
How is it that people are stuck with the above technologies 
as necessities of life, when those didn’t exist 25 years ago? 
Maybe isolation and social distancing will have us valuing 
more highly real personal interaction.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Lessons from the coronavirus
While it probably is too early to assess the full impact of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the need to flatten the curve and for 
people to isolate and be socially distant has become clear. St. 
Paul and Minneapolis would like to see greater urban density, 
but it seems the risks therein have not been addressed 
even though pandemics will again assault us in the future 
without a vaccine available. We need to reexamine urban 
density to begin addressing how best to provide the places 
people need now and in the future for the requisite social 
distancing. Access to green space is vital for our mental and 
physical health and for overcoming pandemics and climate 
change. Where are the green spaces near Raymond Avenue, 

in Lowertown and downtown, and on the Ford site? Let us 
not rush into increased density, but engage in true long-term 
planning.

Renate Sharp
Highland Park 

Relieved in the land of Walz
I would like to reassure President Trump that we in 

Minnesota are not being held hostage by our own elected 
officials and do not need liberating. In fact, I am so relieved to 
be living in Minnesota where Governor Walz and our public 
officials are tracking COVID-19, generating informative data, 
and making wise public health decisions. The residents of 
some other states are not so fortunate. Now the onus is on all 
of us to ensure that the hard work being done is not in vain. 
Continued social distancing and strict public health measures 
will protect our communities, not magical thinking.

 
Merle Greene

 Snelling-Hamline

Stop this Ayd Mill foolishness
As an architect in St. Paul for the past 36 years, I believe 

that the proposed changes to Ayd Mill Road are a ridiculous 
expense that could be used for many other things (Villager, 
April 15). There is enough space for a pedestrian and bike 
path of simple asphalt on the east side of the road. Who in 
their right mind would take a road with 27,500 vehicles a 
day and decrease the number of lanes? Doing this would 
be as stupid as when the RIP-35E people got I-35 closed to 
trucks going through a relatively affluent neighborhood 
while I-94 decimated the Rondo neighborhood.

It would appear that the bicycle lobby has the City 
Council, mayor and Public Works Department in its pocket. 
Look at what they did to Pelham Boulevard where none 
of the homeowners can now park on the street. Also the 
expense of redoing Lexington had no discernible benefit 
while the road surface of our most prestigious street, 
Summit Avenue, is a disgrace. And what about the bike 
path on Grand Avenue that causes congestion?

Time to get real, people! We need to stop this foolishness 
before it goes any further.

 Peter M. Brozek
Summit-University

Not the best bang for our buck
James Hamilton’s letter clearly demonstrates the need 

for more public information to be disseminated and 
discussed prior to any further action by the St. Paul City 
Council on the Ayd Mill Road project (Villager Inbox, April 
15). After viewing both YouTube videos produced by the 
city’s Public Works staff, I find it incomprehensible that any 
discussion about the costs and benefits of the alternatives 
was not presented to the public. All public infrastructure 
and transportation projects should have a cost/benefit 
analysis performed that provides taxpayers with enough 
information to make a rational decision about which 
alternative should be chosen. 

In the case of the Ayd Mill Road project, any previous 
cost estimates (e.g., $60 million for a direct north-end 
connection to St. Anthony Avenue) would need to be 
updated to current dollars, and any other incremental 
costs beyond a simple mill-and-overlay on the 1.5-mile 
roadway would need to be separately detailed, along with 
an analysis of how many additional multi-modal users of 
the roadway would be accommodated. Only then would 
the public be able to compare the true costs for adding a 
recreational trail for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

The city of St. Paul has also neglected to mention that the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)has 
previously reached out to the Public Works Department 
to discuss the potential of a north-end connection to 
I-94 as part of MnDOT’s current I-94 corridor analysis 
between both downtowns that is scheduled to end in 2021. 
According to MnDOT staff, city officials have not responded 
to a request to meet on this topic or even to discuss the 
potential of turning Ayd Mill Road over to MnDOT control 
and maintenance as a highway connection. 

Clearly St. Paul taxpayers are being kept out of the loop 
on this project. It has been 17 years since Ayd Mill Road was 
last fully resurfaced with a complete mill-and-overlay, and 
city decision-makers are using that fact as leverage to push 
through this project on an artificial deadline of April 22. 

Mayor Melvin Carter is simply trying to push through an 
outdated 2005 decision with old numbers and information 
to appease his base on this project, and is not considering 
all the factors involved for the regional roadway network. 
This is a critical process, especially now, with federal, state 
and municipal transportation budgets expected to take a 
monumental hit post-COVID-19. It is imperative that St. 
Paul’s Public Works Department spend any money they 
have prudently and with the best bang for the buck.

 
Lisa Raduenz

Macalester-Groveland

This route ain’t made for walking
After reading the plan for the redesign of Ayd Mill Road 

(Villager, April 15), several questions come to mind with 
regard to pedestrian use of the pathway. My understanding 
is that the plan includes entrances at Jefferson, St. Clair, 
Grand, Hamline and Selby avenues. Pedestrians and 
bicyclists would share a 12-foot-wide path. What is the 
supposed destination for pedestrians? They can only enter 
and exit at designated points, and only Grand and Selby 
offer shopping. In addition, when those pedestrians do exit, 
they will likely be one to two miles from home. 

This plan seems untenable for routine use. Despite all of 
the pretty renderings, the majority of pedestrian use would 
make this walk a one-time novelty rather than a park-like 
experience. In addition, the absence of facilities along the 
path would be of utmost concern for many.

It seems more like a pretty picture than a real need.

Stephen Miller
Merriam Park

Readers question sense of $7.5M project

inbox   c9

An artist’s rendering of the recently approved redesign of Ayd Mill 
Road with three lanes of traffic (one northbound and two south-
bound) and a 12-foot-wide trail for bicyclists and pedestrians, 
looking north toward the ramps to Grand Avenue.
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Misplaced priorities
Why was the U.S. so unprepared to deal with the COVID-19 

pandemic? Could it possibly be that we have misplaced 
our priorities? The fact is, we throw out $740 billion to the 
Pentagon and we give a mere $11 billion to the Centers for 
Disease Control. We have 1.3 million active-duty troops and 
865,000 in reserve, but not enough doctors and nurses. We 
have the largest military the world has ever seen, but the U.S. 
is not capable of furnishing its people with enough protective 
masks, much less ventilators and hospital beds.

If we really wanted to be a better neighbor to the world, 
wouldn’t stopping our punishing and inhumane sanctions 
and helping with supplies to fight the pandemic be a good 
place to start?

Let’s use this time to seriously reevaluate U.S. priorities and 
put the money and resources where they’ll do us some real 
good. Let’s reconsider the slogan “Health care not warfare” 
during this crisis, which holds such great opportunity to bring 
the world together in a loving, healing way. 

In confronting COVID-19, we’re inspired by the recent plea 
from UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres for a global 
ceasefire. “The fury of the virus illustrates the folly of war,” 
Guterres said. “It’s time to put armed conflict on lockdown 
and focus together on the true fight of our lives.”

 
Barry Riesch

St. Anthony Park

Reconsider density of Ford site
The crisis of the coronavirus pandemic is forcing all of us 

to reexamine our priorities. On a personal level, the crisis 
is compelling us to take notice of what we hold dear. On a 
national and local policy level, it is pushing us to rethink the 
direction in which we have been heading. In St. Paul, recent 
decisions by city officials have taken us in the direction of 
increased urban density. This is contrary to what needs to be 
the top priority of city leadership: the welfare of our citizens. 

With this in mind, we should be taking another look at 
the extreme density proposed for the 122-acre Ford site in 
Highland Park. Epidemiologists and other public health 
professionals stress the importance of social distancing 
during this pandemic, and they have identified the rapid 
spread of the disease in areas of high population density. 

The Ford development will create a pocket of density 
that is nearly eight times greater than the surrounding 
neighborhood. By the most conservative estimate, the density 
proposed for the Ford site (35,882 people per square mile) will 
exceed the density of New York City (27,012 people per square 
mile) where the pandemic has overwhelmed hospitals and 
taken thousands of lives.

Neighbors for a Livable St. Paul has raised concerns about 
the risks to public health posed by extreme population 
density. Concerns have also raised about mental health issues 
associated with overcrowding and the lack of green space in 
urban areas. The World Health Organization recommends a 
minimum amount of green space for each person for many 
health reasons. Green space is not the same as the Ford site 
plan’s “open space,” which includes streets, sidewalks and 
rooftops. The Ford plan falls well short of the green space 

necessary for the well-being of residents.
There are many reasons why we should reevaluate the 

costs and benefits of the Ford plan. But the top priority should 
always be the welfare of citizens. City officials dismissed 
these welfare concerns and aggressively pushed to maximize 
density for the Ford site. They failed to honor one of the most 
fundamental purposes of the St. Paul’s Legislative Code: “To 
safeguard the public welfare, health, safety and prosperity of 
the people in St. Paul.” 

City leaders cannot continue to place the perceived benefits 
of dense developments ahead of common sense and public 
health protections. We call upon the leadership of St. Paul, 
along with Ryan Companies as the master developer, to 
reduce the density planned for the Ford site and increase the 
green space in the plan.

Bruce Hoppe, Jean Hoppe, Kate Hunt
Kathy McGuire and Jim Winterer

Neighbors for a Livable St. Paul

Boost housing assistance fund
What if, through no fault of your own in this critical time 

of pandemic, you lost your job or fell victim to the dreaded 
COVID-19 and were unable to work? You may struggle with 
paying your rent or mortgage, to keep food on the table or 
to pay for necessary medications. Hundreds of thousands of 
Minnesotans could be displaced and lose their homes starting 
in May.

Minnesota has a Family Homeless Prevention and 
Assistance Program (FHPAP), established in 1993. That 
program now needs a boost of at least $100 million to ensure 
that all individuals can remain safely in their homes. What 
can be gained by putting families out of their homes and 
subjected to unsafe conditions, lack of proper nutrition and 
increased mental anguish?

Minnesota Housing is the agency administrator of FHPAP 
funds, and funding is contingent upon approval by the 
Minnesota Legislature. It is time for our top leadership in 
Minnesota to pass at least $100 million for FHPAP.

Judy Rhein
Mendota Heights

Fiber Internet for all 
In April USI Fiber was scheduled to begin putting high-

speed Internet fiber under the right-of-way throughout 
the Nokomis East neighborhood, unless you live north of 
Minnehaha Parkway and south of Minnehaha Creek like my 
family and neighbors. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the value of 
reliable, resilient Internet services for all. It’s smart of USI 
to invest in putting the fiber underground where it’s safely 
away from high winds, ice storms and heavy snow. Because 
of COVID, our family is all at home. The kids each have two 
video calls daily. My wife and I each have two to four hours of 
the same. Some days the cable doesn’t cut it.

 Last year, the blocks on the north side of Minnehaha Creek 
all got fiber Internet. This year, USI Fiber has permits from 
the city of Minneapolis to wire all of the Nokomis East blocks 
south of the parkway. We’re hopeful that USI follows through 
on its “fiber Internet for all” mission and files a permit 

application with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
in order to reach our blocks. If you would also like to see fiber 
Internet accessible to all Nokomis East blocks, please contact 
me at robfargo@gmail.com

Rob Davis
Ericsson, Minneapolis

Tip of the cap to Metro Transit 
A suggestion: After the pandemic is over, Metro Transit 

drivers should have a tip jar by the fare box. We haven’t had to 
pay the fare for weeks on end. Thank you, drivers, for ferrying 
us back and forth throughout the pandemic.

Ann Redding
Fuller, Minneapolis

Store firearms securely
Many of us are spending a lot more time at home these days 

in an effort to keep ourselves, our families and our neighbors 
safe. We have all heard the important guidelines about hand 
washing and social distancing, but there are other dangers 
related to sheltering in place that few people are talking 
about. One of those dangers is unsecured firearms.

Consider the facts: 4.6 million children in the U.S. live in a 
home with at least one loaded, unlocked firearm, and 1,500 
children in the U.S. are killed each year in homicides, suicides 
and unintentional shootings. 

It is imperative for gun owners to review their home 
firearm storage. All firearms need to be secured with a gun 
lock and locked up separately from ammunition. Do not allow 
for the possibility that a bored and curious young person will 
discover and play with an unsecured gun. The result could be 
deadly. 

And our vigilance must extend beyond children. The 
mental health of people of all ages is being challenged during 
this unusual time. Suicide attempts may rise. Of all the 
ways that people attempt suicide, guns are the most lethal, 
resulting in death 85 percent of the time. We cannot take this 
chance with our loved ones.

Finally, consider the likelihood that domestic abuse may 
increase now that people are stressed and confined to their 
homes. The Minnesota Day One Domestic Abuse Crisis Line 
reported a 25 percent increase in calls during the last week of 
March. Adding an easily accessible gun to a strained domestic 
situation can mean the difference between life and death. 

Citizens, I urge you, observe safe firearm-storage practices. 

Jill Chisholm
Neighborhood?

Editor’s note: The writer is a retired parenting educator in the St. 
Paul Public Schools.

God is in control
Humanity today is experiencing many different kinds 

of loss—loss of life, health, money, work, experiences and 
freedom. We are all living with global grief. In time, we will 
see a leveling of power, wealth, resources and justice in the 
world. God is in control, and he will work great good from all 
of this. Live in love and hope.

C.M. Richter
West End
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“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust”

We provide 
contact free 
service! 

Schedule Service Online www.snellingcompany.com

National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2019

   $30 OFF    
21 Point Pre–Season

                                         Tune-Up Special
  Make sure your Air Conditioner is operating at peak performance

 

Offer good through 5/31/2020 at Snelling Company.  
Please present coupon at time of sale.  Not valid with any other offers. 

Fight Viruses in your home
with a                          ™ Pure Air, it can remove:

	 •	99.9%	of	typical	allergens	like	pollen,	dust	and	pet	dander
	 •	95%	of	bacteria-sized	particles
	 •	90%	of	virus-sized	particles	(such	as	MRSA,	cold	and	flu)
	 •	50%	of	VOC’s	and	odors	within	a	24	hour	period

*The Lennox Pure Air has not been tested for efficiency against COVID-19

We are open during the stay at home order as an essential business.
        WE use CDC recommended health and safety measures to protect both our customers and our employees.

651-646-7381



page 10 myVILLageR .com WeDNeSDay, apRIL 29, 2020

 

      • Change oil & filter •  Inspect tune-up condition
      •  Check & fill under hood fluids •  Grease steering linkage, as needed
      •  Inspect CV boot condition • Inspect front & rear brakes                                           
      •  Lube suspension bushings, • Inspect wiper blades   
            grommets and mounts as needed   • Inspect electrical system
      •  Inspect front & rear suspension 
      •  Rotate tires if needed
      •  Test drive for alignment
      •  Inspect belts & hoses

Coupon Good Thru June 29, 2020

*Additional Service Billed as needed. Trucks & Vans billed separate. 
Includes up to 5 Qts. of Oil. Additional Fluids are extra.

$13995
Starting 

at

*

              C o u po n

     Our professional technicians will check:
 1. Radiator for leaks and corrosion
 2. Radiator cap
 3. Coolant level
 4.  Anti-freeze concentration  

(specific gravity)
 5. Water pump for leaks
 6.  Tension and condition of all  

fan/water pump
 7. Tension and condition of air conditioner belt
 8. Upper and lower radiator hose and clamps
 9. Bypass hose and clamps
 10. Heater hose and clamps Coupon Good Thru June 29, 2020

We do Factory Scheduled Maintenance for all
Makes & Models. Computerized records.

We offer Courtesy Rides

We want all of our customers to know 
that we are available to service your 
vehicles during this difficult time. We 
are taking necessary precautions to 
insure the safety of our customers  
and employees. Please give us a 
call, we are here to help. .

651698-3208

              C o u po n

 

                                                                  Plus Freon
Coupon Good Thru June 29, 2020

$6995

Ron Alcorn ~ 28 Years Owner

   Parkway
   AUTO CARE

 1581 Ford parkway & Snelling
 651698-3208

Spring

SpecialS

Cooling System Flush

$6495
   Plus
Antifreeze

Air Conditioning Tune-up
& Recharge System

C o u po n

Spring Car Care Package

Tire DealerTire Dealer

      •  A/C system inspection 
      •  Belt and hoses inspection
      •  Charge up now before
             hot weather hits

• Perform Fuel Injection Service

By IrIc NathaNsoN

Bonnie Alton considers herself one 
of the lucky ones. The owner of 
Great Harvest Bread Company, 

534 Selby Ave., Alton was able to secure 
a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
loan from the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration before the federal program 
ran out of money and was temporarily 
suspended on April 17.

The SBA faced a rush of requests when 
it began accepting PPP applications on 
April 3. Because the loans were approved 
on a first-come basis, PPP gave small 
businesses like Great Harvest a leg up in 
the funding stampede if they were able 
to find a bank that could move quickly to 
process their application.

In Alton’s case, her banking part-
ner was Julie Novak, senior vice presi-
dent for commercial lending at Bank- 
Cherokee. “I reached out to Julie and she 
was three steps ahead of me in getting 
information from the SBA,” Alton said. 

Novak told Alton what she needed 
to do to prepare a PPP loan application. 
On April 1, two days before PPP was 
launched with $349 billion available,  
Alton had submitted all of the documen-
tation that the bank needed for its sub-
mission to the SBA.

“I’ll never forget what happened 
next,” Alton said. “On Saturday, April 4, 
at 10:13 a.m., I got an email from the pro-
cessing group at BankCherokee saying 
that my application had been submitted 
to the SBA. Eight minutes later, I got an-
other email, this time from Julie, saying 
that my loan had been approved. 

“Julie and her team at BankCherokee 
knew what they were doing,” Alton said. 
“They were able to prepare and submit 
loan requests to the SBA while some of 
the large banks were still trying to figure 
out how the program worked.”

Under PPP’s unique loan forgiveness 
feature, Alton does not need to repay the 
federal loan if she uses 75 percent of the 
funds to continue employing her current 
staff at their same salaries over an eight-
week period.  

Great Harvest is open for walk-in 
business during the statewide shut-
down, but Alton said sales are lagging.

“We’ve lost a lot of our wholesale busi-
ness now that restaurants are closed, 
but our regular customers still know 
where to find us,” she said. “We’re able 
to give them a sense of normalcy when 
they come in and see a familiar face  
behind the counter. That’s important, 
particularly now when our social lives 
are so disrupted.”

Alton said keeping her nine employ-
ees on the payroll might have been dif-
ficult without the federal loan. “If it 
hadn’t come through, I might have faced 
the prospect of layoffs or reduced hours. 
PPP was a real lifeline for us,” she said.

Two miles away, the Grand Avenue 
Veterinary Center also received a PPP 
loan and remains open for business, 
but only for emergency procedures. 
Veterinarian and owner Ann Brownlee 
estimates that business at the center, 
1140 Grand Ave., is down by 50 percent,  
but its staff of about 15 are still on the 
payroll. 

“Right now, we’re doing curbside ap-
pointments,” Brownlee said. “People 
come into our parking lot with their 
pets. Then we bring the animals into the 
clinic so their owners don’t have to.

“The PPP loan has lifted a lot of the 
fear and burden off my shoulders,” she 
said. “Before we received our loan, we 
had done some projections and they 
looked quite dire. Now we know we’ll 
be able to retain our staff and keep them 
on the payroll for at least the next two 
months.”

Unlike Great Harvest and Grand Av-
enue Veterinary Center, Wet Paint, an-
other PPP loan recipient, had to close its 
doors when Governor Tim Walz’s two-
week stay-at-home order took effect on 
March 27 and was later extended to May 
4. Scott Fares and Darin Rinne, who own 
the art supply shop at 1684 Grand Ave., 
had to lay off their 17 employees. Since 
then, they have brought back four of 
them to help with on-line ordering and 
curbside pickup. 

Fares appreciates the financial help 
that the PPP provided for Wet Paint, but 
he questions the long-term impact of 
the federal program. 

“The loan will help us bring back 

people on the payroll, but we have to 
face the possibility that we’ll have to 
lay them off again if business doesn’t 
improve,” he said. “At least in the short 
run we’re able to give our people a  
paycheck and retain their health care 
benefits.”

Novak, who worked with all three St. 
Paul businesses, said that the PPP must 
contend with conditions that vary from 
one part of the country to the other. 

“Here in Minnesota we have a stay-at-
home order that’s keeping many busi-
nesses closed, but that’s not the case in 
all states,” Novak said. “We’re facing a 
real conundrum. The SBA wants PPP 
borrowers to keep their workers on the 
payroll, but if a business is hut down 
and their workers are laid off, bring-
ing them back will be hard to do. We’re  
doing what we can to help our clients 
here in Minnesota adapt to the PPP  
requirements.”

According to Roger Hamilton, another 
senior vice present for commercial lend-
ing at  BankCherokee, “This is a mo-
ment of truth for small businesses. The 
PPP shows how important it is for small 
businesses to have a strong working  
relationship with their bankers.”

Owner Bonnie Alton butters rolls at her Great Harvest Bread Company on Selby Avenue. She 
worked with BankCherokee and the Small Business Association to secure a forgivable loan 
to keep operating through the coronavirus pandemic. PHOtO By BrAd StAuffer

SBA paycheck 
protection loans 
offer financial 
lifeline to small 
business owners 

Small businesses will be able to ac-
cess an additional $310 billion in 
SBA Paycheck Protection Program 

(PPP) loans now that Congress and the 
White House have agreed to extend 
the federal program in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic.   

The funding extension includes $60 
billion earmarked for small- and me-
dium-sized lenders and community-
based financial institutions that can 
assist underserved small businesses, 

especially those that are owned by 
women and minorities.

The loans cover an eight-week pe-
riod and are forgivable if businesses 
keep their workers on their payrolls 
at their existing salaries during that 
time. The SBA had suspended the PPP 
on April 17 when it fully committed the 
funds that were made available under 
the program’s first phase.

The SBA has more information on 
the PPP at tinyurl.com/yajrumvz.

Congress OKs $310B  more to protect paychecks
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Information Office 
Carondelet Center

1890 Randolph Ave, Ste 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105
LexingtonLanding.org

At Lexington Landing, enjoy a simpler 
lifestyle in a stylish apartment, complete 
with on-site amenities!
Assisted living offers:
• Bright, open floor plans
• Fully-equipped kitchen with 

refrigerator, stove/oven and microwave
• Bathroom with elevated toilet, grab 

bars and roll-in shower
• Individually controlled heat and central 

air conditioning
• Convenient in-home laundry with  

washer and dryer in most assisted  
living apartments

HIGHLAND PARK 
FALL 2020 

SENIOR APARTMENTS   |   ASSISTED LIVING   |   MEMORY CARE

Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned By: J. A. Wedum Foundation    
Managed By: PHS Management, LLC

Contact Dianna today  
to learn more!

651-432-4940
Now reserving assisted living 
and memory care apartments!

  

By RogeR BaRR

Like for-profit businesses, nonprofit or-
ganizations have been rattled by the 
economic lockdown ordered by Minne-

sota Governor Tim Walz due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Depending on how long the state’s 
stay-at-home and social distancing restric-
tions remain in place, many of those nonprof-
its may end up closing their doors for good. 

“Nonprofits have a unique double bottom 
line of mission and money,” said Kate Barr, 
president of Propel Nonprofits, which trains 
nonprofit organizations in finance, business 
strategy and governance. “They’re dependent 
on a wide variety of financial resources to 
fund their work. This crisis affects each non-
profit differently, but I don’t know of a single 
one that hasn’t been drastically impacted.” 

Many nonprofits have temporarily closed 
their doors or sharply curtailed their services. 
According to a 2018 report by the Minnesota 
Council on Nonprofits, at stake are the jobs of 
216,803 employees in the Twin Cities, or 12.5 
percent of the metro workforce spread out 
among 4,605 nonprofit organizations. 

Goodwill-Easter Seals Minnesota suspend-
ed operations after Walz ordered nonessen-
tial workplaces closed to slow the spread of 
COVID-19. Based in St. Paul’s Midway neigh-
borhood, the 100-year-old organization uses 
its thrift stores to finance its mission to sup-
port people through job search, placement 
and training, among other services. “Our 
stores are temporarily closed and not taking 
donations,” said Goodwill president Michael 
Wirth-Davis. The majority of its employees 
have been furloughed, he said, though a lim-
ited staff continues to work remotely. 

Circus Juventas, the Highland Park-based 
youth circus and school, has cancelled classes 
and furloughed 70 staff members. Its spring 
show, which attracts 9,000 spectators, has 
been cancelled. “We’re at a standstill,” said 
co-founder and executive director Dan Butler. 
“I want everyone to be safe in our circus com-
munity,” he said, but he fears the pandemic, 
with its peak not expected until July in Min-
nesota, “will devastate our business.” 

Penumbra Theatre has cancelled its en-
tire season. “We’re following state and CDC 
guidelines,” said Amy Thomas, managing di-
rector. “Our office and theater remain closed, 

and our staff is working remotely.” The 
Summit-University company has retained all 
full-time staff and has made no reductions in 
hours or salaries and benefits, Thomas said. 

Many nonprofits are deemed essential and 
remain open to serve clients who are vulner-
able and may have nowhere else to go. The 
Hallie Q. Brown Community Center in Sum-
mit-University remains open to provide child 
care and operate its food shelf. “We have to 
operate,” said executive director Jonathan 
Palmer. Food shelf demand has increased 
with unemployment on the rise, Palmer said, 
and those in lower-wage jobs “cannot take 
time off without losing their jobs. Without 
us providing (child) care, they cannot work.” 
Palmer estimates that 80 percent of Hallie 
Q’s clients are people of color, the majority of 
them African American, and 85 percent of its 
clients are living at or below the poverty line. 

Family Tree Clinic in Merriam Park remains 
open as an essential business providing 
health care, limited primary care and compre-
hensive sexuality education. “Our clinic pro-
vides medical care to people who experience 
significant discrimination and lack of clinic 
access,” said executive director Alissa Light. 

“Nearly 60 percent of our clients identify as 
LGBTQIA (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender. 
queer, intersex and asexual), 50 percent are 
people of color, 80 percent have low incomes 
and 25 percent are uninsured.” Family Tree’s 
non-medical staff are working from home, 
Light said, and its medical staff are observing 
social distancing and screening patients for 
the coronavirus upon arrival. All staff and pa-
tients are wearing masks. 

Also deemed essential is the St. Paul Neigh-
borhood Network, which operates four pub-
lic access cable television channels and helps 
people develop television programming and 
access other communication platforms. “Our 
focus right now is providing as much commu-
nity as we can through our TV channels and 

online services,” said executive director Mar-
tin Ludden. That includes a partnership with 
Twin Cities Public Television to translate into 
Spanish, Hmong, Somali and American Sign 
Language its “Almanac” programs on CO-
VID-19. 

For immediate financial relief, many non-
profits are turning to government for help, in-
cluding loans through the federal Small Busi-
ness Administration’s Paycheck Protection 
Program to cover two months of payroll and 
other expenses. That $350 billion fund was 
depleted quickly before Congress approved an 
additional $310 billion for the program.

All nonprofits operate using the same ba-
sic financial model. Primary revenue sources 
include individual donations, foundation 
grants, state and federal grants, state and fed-
eral contracts and earned income. Nonprofits 
that rely primarily on earned income are fac-
ing immediate financial uncertainty. Circus 
Juventas, for example, draws 85 percent of its 
annual operating budget from ticket sales and 
classes, according to Butler. “Not having a re-
opening date makes it hard to plan,” he said. 
“The longer we’re closed, the more likely we 
are to lose employees.” 

Nonprofits that depend chiefly on grants 
from foundations are also facing financial 
stress, especially if the grants are nearing their 
expiration date. An extended financial crisis 
may reduce foundations’ endowments, re-
ducing their ability to renew grants or award 
new ones. 

“We’re projecting reductions in income 
across the board, including decreases in foun-
dation support,” said Penumbra’s Thomas. 
“With several multi-year grants in place, we 
have some security going into next fiscal year. 
Volatility is expected, but to what degree is 
unknowable.” 

The prospects of individual donations are 
another concern. As unemployment soars, 
households will have less discretionary in-
come. Nonprofit executives hope the public 
will remember their favorite charities even as 
they struggle to balance their own budgets. 

“Donations of any amount not only sup-
port our core operations, they lift our spirits,” 
Thomas said. 

 
Editor’s note: Kate Barr of Propel Nonprofits is 

the spouse of the reporter. 

Instructor Monique English applies paint to the feet of Armiyah (last name and age not provided) as they 
prepare to create “animal tracks” in the toddler room of the Early Learning Center at the Hallie Q. Brown 
Commu nity Center in Summit-University.  PHoto By BrAd StAUffEr

Nonprofit organizations face uncertain future 
State lockdown, slumping economy cut into their revenue

Nonprofits that rely primarily 
on earned income are 

facing immediate financial 
uncertainty. Circus Juventas, 
for example, draws 85 percent 
of its annual operating budget 
from ticket sales and classes.
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GARDENING

By Mary Maguire LerMan

If you want to attract pollinators to your 
garden, there is no better plant than sal­
via. Salvia, also known as sage, is a multi­

purpose bloomer that attracts bees, butter­
flies and hummingbirds. And with the many 
varieties available, salvia can be blooming in 
your garden from late spring to the first killing 
frost. Another advantage: Salvia does not at­
tract hungry rabbits or deer.

Breeders have introduced an amazing vari­
ety of tropical salvia in recent years. They can 
be grown as annuals in our northern clime. 
A large variety of perennial salvias have also 
been flooding the market. 

Famous Dutch garden designer and breed­
er Piet Oudolf introduced six new perennial 
salvias over the past two decades. The intense 
blue annual anise­hummingbird sage (Salvia 
guaranitica Black and Blue) came on the mar­
ket in 1996. Since then, breeding programs in 
the United States, Australia and Europe have 
produced a tremendous variety of annual and 
perennial hybrids and cultivars. 

This spring you can find between two and 
four dozen varieties of salvia at such local gar­
den centers as Egg|Plant Urban Farm Supply, 
Leitners, Lilydale Garden Center, Highland 
Nursery and Mother Earth Gardens. The polli­
nator plant sale formerly held at the Temple of 
Aaron will be conducted online this year due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. The sale will 
feature 33 varieties of salvia. Orders may be 
placed through the St. Anthony Park Garden 
Club (stanthonyparkgardenclub.com) until 
May 20 and picked up on Saturday, May 23. 
Proceeds will go toward the purchase of per­
sonal protective equipment for St. Paul’s first 
responders.

This year visitors to Longfellow Gardens in 
Minnehaha Park will find 10 varieties of annu­
al salvias growing, according to its gardener, 
Teresa Burton. These include Mystic Spires, 
Rockin Deep Purple, Rockin Fuchsia, Evolu­

tion, Amistad, Black and Blue, Summer Jewels 
White, Wendy’s Wish, Seascape Mix and Ro­
man Red. Roman Red is a hybrid that grows 
to a height and width of 28 to 34 inches with 
bloom spikes that rise high above the foliage.

Longfellow Gardens’ salvias regularly at­
tract a swarm of hummingbirds in Septem­
ber (check out the MPRB Longfellow Gardens 
Facebook page). You need a lot of salvia to 
attract hummingbirds. Each bird must con­
sume the nectar of 1,500 flowers per day to 
maintain its metabolic activity. Watching the 
tiny birds dip and dive over the blooms as they 
fight for nectar can be mesmerizing. 

Sage has been prized for its culinary and 
medicinal qualities for centuries. It was one 
of the ingredients of the Four Thieves Vinegar 
used in Europe during the late Middle Ages 
as protection against the bubonic plague or 
Black Death. In 2019 the Royal Horticultural 
Society of England reclassified the culinary 
herb rosemary as a salvia following DNA 
research. The species Salvia officinalis is an 
ancient medicinal and culinary sage. It has 
cultivars with colorful foliage. Though it does 
not bloom in Minnesota, it can be grown in 
containers and rock gardens for seasonal ac­
cents. 

There are a variety of annual sages that pro­
duce huge numbers of flowers. Mealy-cup 
sage and Salvia farinacea (Victoria White, Vic­
toria Blue, Evolution, Strata and Seaside Mix) 
all thrive in hot sun. Pineapple sage (Salvia el-
egans) does not bloom until late summer, but 
its pineapple­scented foliage will entertain 
you long before the blooms arrive. 

The chartreuse foliage of Rockin Golden De­
licious is another standout. Gentian sage (Sal-
via patens) has the most brilliant large blooms. 
Look for the ultramarine cultivar Blue Angel 
to be sold in six­packs at garden centers this 
spring. Mexican sage (Salvia coccinea) features 
a range of colors, from white and soft pink or 
peach to lavender and deep red. Black­currant 
sage (Salvia microphylla) and Texas sage (Sal-

via greggii) have much smaller flowers and 
small gray­green leaves; however, they still at­
tract pollinators. They are great in hot, sunny 
containers.

Anise sages (Salvia guaranitica) have be­
come wildly popular. These amazingly large 
plants have huge blooms, often with contrast­
ing stem colors that make the blooms pop. A 
hybrid—the Wishes series—was bred in Aus­
tralia; every time you purchase one a portion 
of the sale goes to the Make A Wish Founda­
tion in Australia.

Scarlet sage (Salvia splendens) has been a 
bedding plant for over a century. There are 
singles and bicolors with a wide range of 
bloom colors.

A biennial, silver sage (Salvia argentea) 
produces a rosette of fuzzy, silvery leaves the 
first season, followed by a candelabra spike of 
white flowers the following year.

There are over 80 cultivars of perennial sal­
vias on the market, though you are likely to 
find a limited selection at any one garden cen­
ter. Be sure to seek out the new dwarf salvia 
cultivars, including the Bumble, Marvel and 
Profusion series. They are perfect for the front 

border in gardens and rockeries. And if you 
can’t find a particular variety locally, chances 
are you can track one down online.

For more information on salvias, take 
part in the free webinar that will be offered 
through the Minnesota State Horticultural 
Society on May 27. To enroll in the webinar, 
visit northerngardener.org.

The ANSR to your plant desires
The Association for Nonsmokers’ Rights-

Minnesota (ANSR) will hold its 37th annual 
plant sale during the second week of May at 
1647 Laurel Ave. Brandywine, Prudence Pur­
ple, Old German, Chocolate Cherry, Golden 
Jubilee and Amana Orange are just some of 
the heirloom tomatoes that will be available 
at the sale. There will be a variety of peppers 
and herbs for sale, as well as a large variety of 
annuals and perennials for sun and shade.

The plants will be sold according to the 
honor system beginning May 11. Socially dis­
tant helpers will be on hand for plant sales be­
tween 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
May 15 and 16. For more information, call 651­ 
646­3005 or visit ansrmn.org.

If you plant it
Colorful salvia is sure to attract a 
crowd of pollinators to your yard

Hummingbirds, like fellow pollinators 
bees and butterflies, are attracted 
to salvia for its nectar. The tiny birds, 
which are pictured here with three 
varieties of Salvia guaranitica Black 
and Blue, must consume the nectar of 
1,500 flowers per day to maintain their 
metabolic activity.  PhoTos By harris Mallory
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Bridge rescue—A 29-year-old woman 

was rescued after being stranded on a sup-
port pier of the Ford Bridge on the Mississip-
pi River at 1:25 p.m. Tuesday, April 21. Emer-
gency personnel from the Ramsey County 
Sheriff’s Office and the St. Paul Fire Depart-
ment were able to successfully navigate the 
strong current above Lock and Dam No. 1 to 
maneuver a boat close to the pier and retrieve 
the woman. She reportedly had climbed the 
bridge support to go fishing and was unable 
to get back to shore. She shouted to someone 
on the riverbank to call her father, who in 
turn called 911.

Burglary—A burglary was reported on 
the 1700 block of Graham Avenue at 1 p.m. 
Monday, April 6. 

—A commercial burglary was reported on 
the 600 block of South Snelling Avenue at 
5:35 a.m. Saturday, April 11.

—Residential break-ins were reported on 
the 1600 block of Pinehurst Avenue at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 12; and on the 1600 block of  
Bayard Avenue at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
April 15.

Theft—Several items were stolen from 
vehicles on the 1900 block of Ford Parkway 
on April 2, on the 900 block of May Street on 
April 2 (two vehicles), on Mississippi River 
Boulevard and Woodlawn Avenue on April 
4, and on the 2400 block of  Edgcumbe Road 
on April 12.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1700 block 
of Graham Avenue on April 3, the 400 block 
of South Snelling Avenue on April 5, the 2300 
block of Benson Avenue on April 12, the 1200 
block of East Maynard Drive on April 13, the 
1200 block of Davern Street on April 13 and 
the 1500 block of Scheffer Avenue on April 13.

Weapons—Gunshots were heard on the 
1100 block of Randolph Avenue at 7:14 p.m. 
Saturday, April 11. 

Lexington-Hamline
Assault—An aggravated assault with a 

firearm was reported on Ashland Avenue and 
Lexington Parkway at 2:15 a.m. Wednesday, 
April 8.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 2000 block of Grand Avenue at 
8:40 p.m. Saturday, April 4.

Theft—Bicycles valued at more than $500 
were stolen on Mississippi River Boulevard 
and Summit Avenue on April 2, and on the 
2100 block of Grand Avenue on April 3.

—Several items were stolen from vehicles 
on Mississippi River Boulevard and Summit 
Avenue on April 4, and on the 1300 block of 
Sargent Avenue on April 9.

—Vehicles were stolen on April 11 on the 
1300 block of St. Clair Avenue and on the 
2000 block of Jefferson Avenue.

Mendota Heights
Assault—A victim was kicked and threat-

ened with a blunt object on the 1300 block 
of Northland Drive at 12:29 a.m. Friday, April 
10. The suspect drove away before police  
arrived, but was later picked up by St. Paul 
police following a pursuit. 

Miscellaneous—A suspect dumped bags 
of trash and leaves at Friendly Hills Park at 
10:47 a.m. Sunday, April 12. 

—The window of a vehicle reportedly 
was shot with a BB gun on the 1300 block of 
Highway 13 at 5:32 p.m. Tuesday, April 14. 

Merriam Park
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was 

reported on the 1900 block of University  
Avenue at 11:07 p.m. Thursday, April 9.

Theft—Several items were reported sto-
len from vehicles on the 1700 block of Hague 
Avenue on April 2, the 400 block of North 
Wilder Street on April 3, on Ashland and Pri-
or avenues on April 6, and on the 400 block 
of North Cleveland Avenue on April 11.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1900 block 
of Iglehart Avenue on April 2, the 1800 block 
of Marshall Avenue on April 8, and the 1600 
block of Selby Avenue on April 11.

Snelling-Hamline
Theft—A theft from auto of items val-

ued at more than $1,000 was reported on 
Saratoga Street and Selby Avenue at 3 a.m.  
Saturday, April 11. 

Summit Hill
Burglary—An attempted residential 

break-in was reported at 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, April 11, on the 800 block of Pleasant 
Avenue.

—A residential burglary was reported on 
the 700 block of Lincoln Avenue at 9:22 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 14.

Theft—Several items were stolen from a 
vehicle on the 1000 block of Linwood Avenue 
on Friday, April 3. 

—Three vehicles were stolen on the 
700-800 blocks of Grand Avenue between  
April 12-14. 

Summit-University
Burglary—A home break-in that result-

ed in a police standoff occurred 6:46 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 8, on the 800 block of 
Selby Avenue. According to media reports, 
a female resident found a  47-year-old male 
suspect in her home armed with a knife. 
He locked her out of the house, but was  
apprehended after he jumped from a second-
floor window around 1 a.m. 

—Burglaries were reported on the 400 
block of Dayton Avenue on April 4, the 200 
block of Marshall Avenue on April 6, the 700 
block of Carroll Avenue on April 9 and the 
200 block of Marshall Avenue on April 14.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 600 
block of Selby Avenue on April 2, the 300 
block of Laurel Avenue on April 3 (two ve-
hicles), on Dale Street and Summit Avenue 
on April 3,  and on the 300 block of Virginia 
Street on April 14.

—Thefts from auto were reported on 
the 400 block of Laurel Avenue on April 11, 
the 600 block of Portland Avenue on April 
14, and the 800 block of Hague Avenue on  
April 15.

—Shoplifting of items valued at more than 
$500 was reported on the 400 block of North 
Lexington Parkway at 4:50 p.m. Monday, 
April 13.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
gun occurred on the 200 block of Marshall 
Avenue at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 15.

West End
Burglary—An attempted residential bur-

glary was reported on the 200 block of Eagle 
Street at midnight Tuesday, April 7.

—Commercial burglaries occurred on the 
500 block of St. Clair Avenue at 3 p.m. Friday, 
April 10; and on the 200 block of Grand Av-
enue at 4:47 a.m. Wednesday, April 15.

Thefts—Vehicles were stolen on the 600 
block of Watson Avenue on April 9, the 600 
block of Armstrong Avenue on April 12, the 
200 block of Cliff Street on April 12, the 300 
block of North Smith Avenue on April 14 and 
the 100 block of Forbes Street on April 15.

—A theft from auto was reported on Mon-
day, April 13, on the 600 block of Canton Street.

Weapons—Gunfire was heard on the 300 
block of Toronto Street at 12:03 a.m. Friday, 
April 10; and on the 1000 block of Juno Street 
at 11:15 p.m. Sunday, April 12.

Crime Report
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By Carolyn Walkup

The Twin Cities’ perennially vibrant the-
ater scene has gone dark in the wake of 
the coronavirus outbreak and Gover-

nor Tim Walz’s statewide order to suspend 
live performances. At a time when theaters 
would normally be mounting their season 
finales and planning their 2020-21 seasons, 
they have had to cancel shows, dismantle 
sets and lay off actors and staff. Those cast 
and crew members fortunate enough to have 
had health insurance lost those benefits along 
with their paychecks.

“On March 31, I laid off 90 percent of our 
staff. It was the worst week of my professional 
life,” said Jamie Grant, president and CEO of 
the Ordway Center for the Performing Arts. 
“And those who remain have had their pay or 
hours cut.” 

Grant is hoping to announce the October 
opening of the Ordway’s 2020-21 Broadway 
season soon along with a holiday musical. 
Among the highly anticipated shows canceled 
this spring were Sting’s The Last Ship, The Col-
or Purple and a live cover of Creedence Clear-
water Revival’s classic album “Green River.”

“We’ re working on bringing the canceled 
shows back,” Grant said. The CCR show has 
been rescheduled for 2021. A new date for 
Sting’s show is in the works, but that will have 
to be worked out with theaters around the 
country that are also trying to reschedule it. In 
the meantime, Grant and his staff are looking 
at what other theaters around the world are 
doing to plan their own reopenings. “We’re 
looking at theaters in places like Korea to see 
if what they’re doing could be applied at the 
Ordway,” he said.

Some bright spots for the Ordway include 
the recent approval of a loan through the fed-
eral Paycheck Protection Program and addi-
tional support from Ordway donors. “We’re 
knocking on doors to raise money and ap-
plying for loans until we can get back to busi-
ness,” Grant said.

The Highland Park-based Minnesota Jew-
ish Theater Company (MJTC) has also been 
approved for a loan through the federal Small 
Business Administration (SBA). “That will 
help us retain staff,” said artistic director Bar-
bara Brooks. The MJTC had to cancel the fi-

nal production of its 25th anniversary season 
along with a major fundraising event on June 
3. “We were really hoping to have an extraor-
dinary benefit,” Brooks said. Her company is 
still hoping to open the 2020-21 season in Au-
gust with the first of five plays.

Park Square Theatre in downtown St. Paul 
has applied for an SBA loan and grants from 
such organizations as the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. With its two stages already 
set for the anticipated opening of two new 
dramas this spring, Park Square had to cancel 
them, losing its last chance to recoup some 
of the losses it suffered earlier in the season, 
according to executive director Michael-
jon Pease. “This crisis prevented more than 
16,000 local students from seeing The Diary 
of Anne Frank and Romeo and Juliet,” he said. 
“We’re working to get those programs to stu-
dents online.” 

Also going online is Park Square’s May 11 
performance of The Mysterious Old Radio Lis-
tening Society, which should work well over 
the Internet since it re-creates the perfor-
mance of a vintage radio show. The June open-
ing of Park Square’s Sherlock Holmes mystery, 
Holmes & Watson, was postponed and is now 
tentatively set for a post-Fourth of July open-
ing. “We’ll have to wait and see,” Pease said.

Holmes & Watson costume designer Mat-
thew Lefebve is hoping the play goes forward. 
Although he stands to lose “a fair amount” of 
money from the canceled productions he was 
working on, Lefebve said he feels fortunate to 
still have a job. He is a professor of costume 
design at the University of Minnesota, chair 
of its Department of Theatre Arts and Dance 
and is currently sketching the costumes for an 
exhibit on the 100th anniversary of women’s 
suffrage opening in September at the Minne-
sota History Center. 

The U of M had to cancel four student pro-
ductions this spring, according to Lefebve. 
Their younger counterparts at SteppingStone 
Theatre for Youth Development in Summit-
University have also had their production 
canceled this spring. “It’s hard. The kids were 
really looking forward to it,” said Mark Ferra-
ro-Hauck, SteppingStone’s artistic and execu-
tive director.”

Ferraro-Hauck has had to furlough most of 
SteppingStone’s staff members. He is hoping 

his application for a federal Paycheck Protec-
tion Program loan is approved. He is also hop-
ing to move forward with SteppingStone’s 
summer camps in theater—with restrictions 
for social distancing, if necessary. “This is the 
first time in my life when I haven’t been able 
to project what will happen for more than a 
few days,” he said.

Ron Peluso, artistic director of the History 
Theatre in downtown St. Paul, has prepared 
for several scenarios in his theater’s immedi-
ate and more long-term future after canceling 
shows and laying off staff this spring. “We’ve 
tried to balance health concerns with the 
long-range survival of the organization,” he 
said.

After canceling its planned fundraising gala 
at the St. Paul Hotel in April, the History The-
atre created a virtual gala with a silent auction 
and raised a surprising amount of money, 
Peluso said. The company is still hoping to 
take its hit musical Glensheen on tour this 
summer, “though we don’t know how com-
fortable people will feel about sitting next to 
each other,” Peluso said.

Theatre in the Round executive director 
Steven Antenucci hopes to bring back at least 
some of the three plays he had to cancel this 
spring, including Great Expectations just a few 
days before its opening. “I’ve never faced los-

ing three shows in a row,” he said. “It’s real 
scary.”

Theater Mu, based in St. Paul’s Midway 
neighborhood, will celebrate Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month in May with a va-
riety of online programs. The second-largest 
Asian American theater company in the na-
tion, Mu is currently financially stable, thanks 
in large part to private donors, according to a 
statement on its website. 

Penumbra Theatre, based in the Summit-
University neighborhood, has embarked on a 
major fundraising campaign. The 43-year-old 
company has retained all of its full time staff 
without any reductions in pay or benefits, ac-
cording to managing director Amy Thomas. 
“We’re finding new ways to employ artists 
in ways that will move our organization for-
ward,” she said.

Summit-University actor T. Michael Ram-
bo, a University of Minnesota drama instruc-
tor, has lost multiple roles this spring that he 
said cannot be reinvented online. He and his 
fellow actors “are taking this time to regroup 
and re-envision what we’re doing in our craft 
and reimagine ourselves as presenters of an 
art form that’s been shut down,” he said. “Our 
hope is that the light at the end of the tunnel 
isn’t an oncoming train.”

Waiting in the wings
COVID drops the curtain on current 
season leaving theaters in the dark

Park Square Theatre executive director Michael-jon Pease stands on the set of The Diary of Anne Frank, a 
production canceled just prior to its opening due to the coronavirus pandemic. PhoTo by brad STauffer

City closes one lane of River Boulevard for more space to recreate

By Jane MCClure

St. Paul officials are scrambling to respond 
to the COVID-19 pandemic with an array 
of measures intended to ease the finan-

cial burden on citizens, shore up household 
and business budgets, and create new op-
portunities for recreation while maintaining 
social distancing. 

Mayor Melvin Carter has closed the south-
bound lane of Mississippi River Boulevard to 
motor vehicle traffic between Franklin Av-
enue and Ford Parkway to provide more space 
for pedestrians and bicyclists to recreate and 
still practice social distancing. The closing 
took effect on April 23 and will remain in place 
through May 3. The Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board has closed the northbound 
lane of West River Parkway between 46th 
Avenue South and 11th Avenue South for the 
same reason.

“Supporting opportunities for healthy ac-
tivities during this pandemic is vital,” Carter 
said. “Expanding access for pedestrian and 
bicycle traffic on Mississippi River Boulevard 
creates a safe, socially distant way to enjoy our 
riverfront.” 

According to Paul Kurtz, St. Paul’s interim 
director of Public Works, the cost for closing 
part of Mississippi River Boulevard is between 
$350 and $400 per day for barricades and 
maintenance. That measure follows similar 
restrictions put in place around Cherokee Park 
and lakes Como and Phalen. 

St. Paul’s municipal golf courses opened 
for the season on April 18 after Governor Tim 
Walz relaxed some of the state’s stay-at-home 
restrictions. That move took some local resi-
dents by surprise, according to Ward 3 City 
Council member Chris Tolbert. They had 
grown accustomed to freely strolling around 
the Highland 18- and 9-hole courses this 
spring.

The city is now exploring how to reopen 
its recreation centers to the public. Currently, 
park visitors may use the fields and trails, but 
are prohibited from using sports courts, skate 
parks and playground equipment. One idea is 

to appoint volunteer “park ambassadors” to 
assist in keeping the parks accessible but safe.

The first grants from St. Paul’s recently an-
nounced $3.3 million Bridge Fund were dis-
tributed last week to families and businesses 
that have been adversely affected by the pan-
demic. More than 5,200 families and 2,100 
small businesses applied for the grants before 
the April 19 cutoff date. The fund initially had 
enough money for 1,000 families to receive 
$1,000 grants and 300 small businesses to 
receive $7,500 grants. However, more than 
$747,000 in additional funds have been made 
available, and that should help an additional 
230 families and 69 small businesses. 

With many more applicants than available 
grants, recipients are being chosen by lottery. 
About 85 percent of the small-business appli-
cants have been closed by order of the state, 
and 98 percent of them are independently 
owned. About 80 percent of family applicants 
and 71 percent of small-business applicants 
are from areas of the city with a high concen-
tration of poverty, according to Mayor Melvin 
Carter. They have reported layoffs, furloughs, 
reduced hours and other reasons for a loss in 
income related to COVID-19. 

To provide additional relief, the city has 
reduced by 25 percent the cost of business 
license fees and fines. If a business’ 2020 li-
cense fees have already been paid, the dis-
count will be applied in 2021, Carter said. The 
city has also waived the towing and impound 
fees for motor vehicles through June 30. That 
is intended to help low-income people who 
may need a vehicle to get to work.

Like local governments across Minnesota, 
the city is facing dwindling revenue from fees 
and taxes and is seeking financial assistance 
from the state. At this point, it is not clear how 
many city employees may have to be laid off. 
Carter’s administration has indicated it wants 
to avoid layoffs if possible. While many city 
employees are working remotely online, oth-
ers have been shifted to different tasks.

For example, employees from several de-
partments have been working on the review 
and approval of St. Paul Bridge Fund appli-
cations. Two dozen members of the St. Paul 
Public Libraries staff are sewing masks for city 
employees. Some are making the masks at 
home and others are working at closed librar-
ies with the libraries’ supply of fabrics and 
sewing machines.

St. Paul awards first grants 
to families and businesses 
impacted by coronavirus
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SPORTS
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Virus has colleges 
thinking ahead

As a rule, spring is a more relaxed period for college 
athletics. The weather is often the biggest concern 
as colleges rework their schedules depending on the 

whims of Mother Nature. But all things considered, dealing 
with a few inclement days in the spring is easier than filling 
football stadiums in the fall, and basketball and hockey 
arenas in the winter.

It was, that is, until this spring. The coronavirus pandemic 
knocked college athletic programs for a loop. At the University 
of Minnesota, the estimated revenue losses range from $10 
million to $75 million, depending on how long the virus 
continues to plague programs. The majority of the shortfall 
comes from the loss of sponsorships and the cancellation of 
the NCAA Division I basketball tournaments. 

Local colleges have had to do some scrambling of their 
own— not all of it related to money. “As a Division III school, 
we don’t rely as much on (sports) revenue,” said Macalester 
College athletic director Donnie Brooks. “And we don’t charge 
admission for home games.” 

Canceling spring sports meant, in theory, a savings because 
schools would not have to pay for officials and road trips. 
At Macalester, however, everything goes into a big pot. So 
what savings the college might have realized in athletics was 
turned over to pay for expenses in other areas. For example, 
students who were staying on campus and were sent home 
got a refund of sorts. 

Athletes still need to stay in shape and, to that end, 
Macalester started what Brooks called “recovery yoga,” a 
program that student-athletes can follow via computer. There 
is also psychological help available online, if needed. 

While the spring scramble goes on, Macalester and other 
local colleges still have to think ahead. This is prime recruiting 
time for fall and winter sports teams. 

“We have about 300 students taking virtual visits to 
campus,” Brooks said. “They talk with coaches and whoever 
they need to.” 

Macalester competes in the MIAC for every sport except 
football, where it plays in the Midwest Conference. As a result, 
Brooks deals with two separate entities in looking ahead to 
fall play. “There are a lot of options on the table at this time,” 
he said. “We’ll look to the NCAA for guidance as to how to 
proceed.”

Concordia University-St. Paul athletic director Regan 
McAthie echoed that thought. “The NCAA has a task force 
dealing with all the possibilities,” she said. “We’ll wait to hear 
from it before we think about the fall.”

That information is not likely to come until June or July. 
Meanwhile, McAthie is dealing with a different type of 
issue. As a Division II school, Concordia has several athletes 
on scholarships. The NCAA came out early and said spring 
athletes can come back for an extra season if they want. 
At Concordia, there are 48 seniors who have decisions to 
make. While it does have a graduate program, it may not 
make financial sense for some student-athletes to return for 
another year. There are also seniors who already have jobs 
lined up when they graduate. 

“It’d be very difficult to tell your employer you have to leave 
at 2:30 for practice or you need a day off for a road game,” 
McAthie said.

The additional year also applies to freshmen, sophomores 
and juniors. Those athletes need to decide if they want to 
be at Concordia for an extra season, which will affect how 
coaches recruit for the future. 

“There’s no deadline for making that decision,” McAthie 
said. “We don’t want to overwhelm them. We’ll stay in touch 
and work through this together.”

In addition to the money spent on scholarships, Concordia 
lost revenue it would have gained from being a host for state 
high school basketball games. The dome that covers the 
football field at Sea Foam Stadium is often rented out as well. 

Should the NCAA decide to move fall sports to the spring 
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Senior Kate 
Pryor isn’t back 
on the softball 
field this spring 
because of the 
coronavirus 
pandemic, but 
she already 
holds the  
school record 
for hits, home 
runs and RBIs 
at Minnehaha 
Academy. She 
also is a talented 
basketball and 
volleyball player.

Minneapolis Athena Awards mark 48th year
By Dave Wright

Graduating from high school and 
heading off to college is an excur-
sion into the unknown. For Min-

nehaha Academy senior Kate Pryor, it 
will mean leaving the comfort zone she 
has occupied for a dozen years and mov-
ing 1,300 miles to the East Coast. Minne-
apolis Roosevelt senior Marie Peterson’s 
trip is a lot shorter—she’s crossing the 
river to attend Macalester College. 

Both have shown they know how to 
succeed in athletics, in academics and 
in other fields of endeavor. Those quali-
ties are among the reasons they’re on 
the list of 55 recipients of the 2020 Min-
neapolis Athena Awards. The 48th an-
nual luncheon to honor the top female 
student-athletes from Minneapolis area 
high schools was originally scheduled 
for May 8, but has been canceled due to 
the coronavirus. 

Prior to the pandemic, both girls had 
expected to spend a lot of this spring 
outdoors. Pryor has been playing soft-
ball for the Redhawks since she was in 
seventh grade. Even without the benefit 
of a spring season in her senior year, she 
holds the school record for hits, home 
runs and RBIs. Her prowess in the sport 
drew the attention of Boston University, 
which she will attend this fall. 

However, softball is only part of an 
athletic resume that includes three years 
playing basketball, being on a state 
championship hoops team, and four 
years playing volleyball.

Peterson would normally be found 
this spring involved in track and field for 
which she throws the discus and shot put. 
That is just part of her lengthy athletic  
resume that includes tennis, wrestling 
and rugby. 

In the case of both girls, athletics is 
only part of their story.

“Kate is a high-quality person and a 
natural leader,” said Minnehaha athletic 
director Josh Thurow. “She’s very well-
rounded.” 

An excellent student, Pryor also serves 
as a retreat leader for middle school stu-
dents and a counselor at Covenant Pines 
Bible Camp.

Her two older brothers both attended 
Minnehaha and one of them, Matt, was 

her head basketball coach when she was 
a junior. “It was an interesting experi-
ence—a bit hard to balance at first,” she 
said, “but I liked it.” 

Pryor injured her shoulder the sum-
mer before her junior year. However, 
she recovered to play volleyball that fall 
and then to start as guard in basketball, 
scoring 10 points in the Redhawks’ 72-63 
win over Caledonia in the state Class AA 
championship game.

However, her softball career at Min-
nehaha got off to a rocky start. As a sev-
enth-grader, she came off the field one 
inning after jarring a tooth loose. One 
of her teammates yanked it out and the 
game went on.

Though not being able to play soft-
ball this spring was frustrating, Pryor 
shrugged it off and concentrated on her 
schoolwork. 

“I’ll have four years to play at Boston,” 
she said. “I feel bad for the girls who 
won’t get to play again.”

Peterson will leave Roosevelt with 
quite the legacy. “She paved the way 
for girls to get into wrestling,” said 
the school’s athletic director, Dennis  
Stockmo. “We now have several girls on 
our wrestling team.” 

Peterson also kept busy with sev-
eral activities beyond athletics, such 
as serving as president of the school’s 
Asian Club, carrying a 3.99 GPA, being 
a student ambassador and captaining 
the school’s math team. She also won a 
Smith Book Award, which is given annu-
ally to a junior who combines academic 
achievement, leadership qualities and 
concern for others. 

“Marie is a fantastic leader in every-
thing she does,” Stockmo said.

She also likes a challenge. She took up 
tennis to compete against her brother 
Ted, who is two years older than her. It 
took a couple of years, but she finally was 
able to beat him. Peterson, who played 
singles during the season and doubles 
in the sections, is ranked among the top 
200 players in the state.

“She’s very competitive,” Stockmo 
said.

All of the above would seem like a lot 
to handle, but Peterson recently added 
another activity to her plate —rugby. “I 
was introduced to it last year,” she said. 
“It’s now my favorite sport.” 

She hopes to continue to play that 
sport this fall when she starts classes at 
Macalester.

Senior Marie Peterson’s skills in wrestling, tennis, rugby, and track and field are among the 
reasons why she has been named the Minneapolis Athena Award winner from Roosevelt.
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due to the coronavirus, Sea Foam will be a busy place with 
football, soccer, lacrosse, and track and field events all taking 
place there. McAthie worries about the toll that would take 
on her staff, but she understands that too will have to be dealt 
with on the fly.

At the University of St. Thomas, it was bad enough that 
the men’s basketball and hockey teams saw their hopes for 
NCAA tournament competition suddenly dashed. In addition 
to the spring issues everybody else has, UST athletic director 
Phil Esten is also dealing with the fact he needs to find new 
conferences for his teams to play in a year from now. 

“Our primary focus right now is making sure our student 
athletes have the resources they need from a physical and 
mental health perspective, while completing their spring 
courses and making academic progress toward their degrees 

during the unprecedented challenges we’re all facing this 
semester with COVID-19,” Esten said. 

He added that St. Thomas is continuing to assess its path 
to transition into Division I if the NCAA allows it to make the 
jump from Division III. “I remain optimistic about our future,” 
Esten said.

St. Catherine University athletic director Eric Stacey faced 
a thornier problem. He had to deliver the bad news to the 
Wildcats that they would not be competing in the NCAA 
Division III Swimming and Diving Championships in March 
because they had been canceled. 

“It was very difficult because they were supposed to leave 
in a day or two,” he recalled. “I hope I never have to do that 
again.”

The spring season also looked promising for the Wildcats. 
The softball team, which qualified for the last four MIAC 
tournaments (winning it in 2017), was again ranked 

nationally. So were the golf and tennis teams. 
“When the NBA stopped playing, it became clear it was just 

a matter of time before we would,” Stacey said. 
The NCAA edict allowing spring student-athletes who are 

seniors to return for another season also extends to Division 
III. At St. Catherine, there are eight athletes who fall into that 
category. “Each has a unique situation to deal with,” Stacey 
said, and it might take a while before any decisions are made.

Like the other ADs, Stacey is taking a wait-and-see 
approach for the coming fall. “It’s complicated,” he said. 
“If anyone says they know what’ll happen, I’d say they’re 
guessing.” 

Stacey then added a sentiment that every AD would 
probably agree with: “The fall season won’t look normal,” he 
said.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

By Dave Wright

It was a little later than in past 
years and it took an executive 
order from Governor Tim Walz 

to do so, but the Highland National 
18-hole golf course was finally able 
to open for the 2020 season on  
April 18.

The governor’s order the day be-
fore expanded allowable outdoor 
activities to include golf, as long as 
players followed proper social dis-
tancing to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. Though they could tee 
off as early as 5 a.m. that Saturday, 
the first drives off the first tee came 
around 8 a.m. at Highland.

“We wouldn’t let people go out 
earlier that day because of poten-
tially frosty temps,” said Highland 
club pro John Shimpach. “But that 
hasn’t stopped the phone from  
ringing.”

The April 18 opening was only 
slightly behind the Twin Cities 
opening day average of April 10. At 

press time, the Highland National 
driving range and the adjacent 
Highland 9-Hole course remained 
closed. The clubhouses weren’t 
open, reservations had to be made 
with a credit card in advance, no 
carts or clubs were available for 
rent, and there was no food or bev-
erage service. Portable restrooms 
are available on the course, with 
hand sanitizers inside.

Midway through the first week 
of play, Shimpach was pleased 
with how things were going. The 
PGA and National Golf Founda-
tion provide industry best practices 
that were being followed. They in-
clude requiring golfers to maintain 
a 6-foot distance at all times from 
anyone not in their household.

Tee times have been spaced fur-
ther apart to increase the distance 
between golfers. Players are being 
asked not to pull pins from the holes 
when putting out. The cups on the 
greens have been modified to allow 
retrieving balls without touching 

any surfaces. 
Water stations, tee markers, ball 

washers, yardage stakes and bench-
es have all been removed. Rakes 
are no longer in bunkers. Instead, 
golfers are being asked to use their 
shoes or clubs to smooth the sand.

Highland hires many of its work-
ers through the St. Paul Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation. With 
the one-day announcement before 
the course opened, Shimpach was 
working with a skeleton crew ini-
tially. Once additional COVID-19 
restrictions are eased and more help 
becomes available, more traditional 
golf course services are expected to  
become available.

Fees for playing Highland Nation-
al are $23 for nine holes, $36 for 18 
holes Mondays through Thursdays, 
and $39 for 18 holes Fridays through 
Sundays. For more information and 
to book tee times, visit stpaul.golf.

Mendota Par 3
The Mendota Heights Par 3 on 

Dodd Road was scheduled to re-

open on April 27, with additional 
guidelines and safety measures. 
They include keeping a social dis-
tance gap, taking a 6-foot gimme to 
avoid touching the cups or pins on 
the greens, and leaving promptly 

after finishing play. Carts, clubs, 
scorecards, ball washers, rakes and 
benches are not available. 

Tee times are required at 651-454-
9822. For more information, visit 
tinyurl.com/y78g2xn5.

Golf courses reopen with added 
safety measures due to pandemic

Tyler Strand was happy to be back at Highland National after golf courses were 
allowed to reopen in Minnesota on April 18.  PHoTo by brAd STAuffer

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Board candidates sought—The Highland District Council 
will hold an election in May to fill seats on its board of direc-
tors for all even-numbered grid areas and two at-large posi-
tions. Residents interested in running for a board seat for 
2020-21 can submit a candidate form by 5 p.m. Friday, May 8. 
Information about how to register is available at tinyurl.com/ 
hdc-vote.  Those unable to register through the website may 
call 651-695-4005 or email kathy@highlanddistrictcouncil.
org to have a form mailed to them. 

HDC board elections—Voting for board seats will take 
place from 5 p.m. Monday, May 11, through 5 p.m. Monday, 
May 18. Candidate information and links to an online or pa-
per ballot will be available at tinyurl.com/hdc-vote when vot-
ing begins. The site also includes the HDC’s annual meeting 
presentation. For information, call 651-695-4005 or email 
kathy@highlanddistrictcouncil.org.

Upcoming meetings—The board of directors meeting on 
May 7 has been cancelled; Transportation Committee, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 12; Community Development Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, May 19; and Community Engagement Commit-
tee, 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 27. All meetings will be held on-
line through the month of May.  Updates will be posted on the 
HDC website. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Office closed—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council office remains closed due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic. For more information, email mgcc@macgrove.org.

Join meetings online— The public can participate in the 

community council’s board and committee meetings by us-
ing Zoom videoconferencing. Macalester-Groveland council 
staff will send out meeting links to all who are interested a few 
days in advance. Email mgcc@macgrove.org to get on the list.  
Upcoming meetings include Community Building Committee, 
6:30 p.m. Monday, May 11; board of directors, 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 14; and Housing and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 27.

COVID-19 resources—Visit macgrove.org/2020resources 
for an updated list of ways to support one another during this 
uncertain time. Those who have something to add may email 
mgcc@macgrove.org. 

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Micro-grants—Those who have an idea for a neighbor-
hood event or improvement project have until May 15 to ap-
ply for the Union Park District Council’s micro-grants pro-
gram to help fund those efforts. For an application form, email  
wako@unionparkdc.org.

COVID-19 resources—Those who need assistance or infor-
mation pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic are being asked 
to call the UPDC office or visit its website. 

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its monthly e-newsletter, 
“Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming online meetings—Board of directors, 7-9 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 6; Transportation Committee, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Monday, May 11; and Committee on Land Use and Eco-
nomic Development, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Monday, May 18 (email 
brandon@unionparkdc.org to join the Zoom videoconferences 
for these meetings); and Environment and Parks Committee, 

6:30-8 p.m. Wednesday, May 20 (email wako@unionparkdc.
org for information on joining the Zoom videoconference for 
this meeting).

GiveMN fundraiser—A virtual fundraising event called 
#GiveAtHomeMN will be held on May 1-8 to benefit local 
nonprofits, schools and other organizations working to sup-
port people during the COVID-19 crisis. GiveMN is hosting the 
event. Learn more at givemn.org/about/giveathomemn.

Get involved—The community council has three standing 
committees that meet monthly on different aspects of mak-
ing Macalester-Groveland a great place to live, work, learn and 
play. See more at macgrove.org/committees.

Building community while apart—Follow @macgrovecc 
on Facebook and Instagram to participate in weekly neigh-
borhood-building contests. Participants will be entered into a 
drawing to win gift cards from local businesses.

District Councils
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CLASSIFIEDS
home services   

SHOWCASE HOME PAint ing. 
MEtiCulOuS, quAlity WOrkMAn-
SHiP. ExtEriOr, intEriOr PAinting. 
StriPPing, StAining. PlAStEr, 
SHEEtrOCk rEPAir. tExturing. 
WindOW glAzing. dECk And fEnCE 
StAining. SAtiSfACtiOn guArAn-
tEEd. CAll MArtEy fOr A frEE ESti-
mate, 651-917-7982. Fully insured.

LAWN/LANDscAPe/sNoW  
*P.H.m. inC. 651-231-7748*

MurPHy’S lAWn & lAndSCAPE. 
30+ years. local/family owned. 
Commercial/residential .  the 
best full service lawn & land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
murphyslawnandlandscape.com

tHe Best landscaping services. 
Bluhm Brothers landscaping. design. 
tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios/walks/
drives. Versa-lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

tiM’S Grass CuttinG. seasonal 
cleanups, year-round contracts, es-
timates. 651-690-1284.

laWn serViCe. spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; detaching, 
tree/bush service. insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CreatiVe desiGns. i can help you 
install. Horticulture degree, u of 
mn. Certified nursery/landscape 
Pro fe ss i o n a l .  l i v i n g  s pa ce 
landscapes. scott solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.landscapesByscott.
com

Cnt laWn Care and snow removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

tree serViCe. local tree tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
dean, 651-298-0781.

tree WOrK & stump removal. a tree 
service, inc. 612-724-6045.

SEASOnAl ClEAnuP. Brush removal. 
light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

For sALe
Handmade siGns. Custom signs 
made to order for gifts, business, 
sales, weddings, retirement, etc. use 
your logo, family name, favorite 
quote… unlimited possibilities. 
Wood, canvas, glass, mirror, chalk-
board, etc. For more details and a 
quote, send a text to 612-860-5137 or 
visit Velvetelvis.com

PersOnaliZed teXtiles. Custom 
designed, small run, t-shirts, hood-
ies, tank-tops, blankets, pillowcases, 
canvas etc. for holiday gifts or any oc-
casion you are promoting. For more 
details, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
Velvetelvis.com 

uPGrade yOur OFFiCe. the Villager 
has several modular office pieces, fil-
ing cabinets and other miscellaneous 
used office equipment for sale, all at 
reasonable prices. Call Craig at 651-
699-1462 for an appointment.

reAL esTATe WANTeD  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

rental PrOPerties Wanted! time 
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions. 
Call lucas. 612-741-5112

WHy Pay 5%, 6%, 7% tO sell? 
Full service mls Only 3.5%-4.5%. 
Hundreds sold! Call 651-334-0980. 
Visit CHOiCerealtymn.com yOu saVe 
tHOuSAndS $$$

WANTeD To buy
diamOnds, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. r. F. moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

Best PayOut! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

Old reCOrds, lPs/45s, rock, Jazz, 
Country, soul, more. 651-224-4947.

WANTeD To buy
HiGHest CasH for costume jewelry. i 
make house calls. mary, 612-729-3110. 

home imProvemeNT
Pates rOOFinG. Finest in residential 
roofing. local ref erences. license 
#rr155317. insured. member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. Patesroofing.com

KeVin’s PaintinG/repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. insured. 
651-699-2832.

PaintinG, WallPaPer removal. Wall 
repair. Basement walls & floors. Jim, 
612-202-5514.

PrOFessiOnal interiOr/eXteriOr 
PAinting, WAll-PAPEr HAnging, 
CEiling tExturing. MOdErAtE 
PriCes; Free estimates. liCensed, 
BOnd Ed,  inSurEd.  MErriAM 
ParK PaintinG. ed, 651-224-3660; 
“A nEigHBOr yOu CAn truSt.” 
MPPAinting.COM

*remOdel-desiGn-COnsult*
kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. additions, decks, fences, 
porches. reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

aleXander’s PaintinG. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

steVe’s PaintinG. Quality interior/
exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249c. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CarPentry/sHeetrOCK. Framing. 
remodeling. tile. Professional. 
reasonable. estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

Bill’s PaintinG. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

C a r P e n t r y / r e m O d e l i n G . 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ years’. 
exceptional experience. licensed/
insured. martin, 612-701-5394.

home imProvemeNT
stairWay Balusters and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or  theturningpoint 
woodworks.com

*BAtHrOOMS*
youngCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

miKe mOHs Construction Co. all 
types roofing/gutters. siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. scott, 612-701-2209.

riVerVieW Cement. 30+ years’ expe-
rience. references. Free estimates. 
ray Johnson, 651-238-1435. Bobcat 
work also.

*BAtHrOOM rEMOdEling*
low water pressure? sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

ruBen’s COnCrete. Free estimates. 
steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

riteWay COnCrete. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
resurface walls. mark, 763-607-3941.

home imProvemeNT
BrusHstrOKes PaintinG. interior/
exterior. detail-oriented & fair prices. 
insured. tom marron, 651-230-1272.

home services    
BurtOn’s rain Gutter service. 
guttErS ClEaned, repaired, in-
stalled. since 1973. insured, bonded. 
license #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

anytHinG mOVed. Call Good stuff 
moving. reasonably priced. licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

liGHtHOuse mOVinG. st. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. a+ rating with the 
minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
licensed/insured. 651-387-2955 
lighthousemoving.com

Handyman FrOm a-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581.

Gutter CleaninG & repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

all ameriCan One Construction. 
stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. siding and roofs. 
insured. license #BC635082. angie’s 
list! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

home services   
WindOW CleaninG. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free es-
timates. Call 651-287-0970.

HigHlAnd Handyman. Good work. 
reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
mitch, 651-698-5595.

reliablemaintenanceandrepair.
com. remodeling and Handy-man 
services. mn license #BC665235. 651-
262-9765.

Clean Out accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling.  reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CilEk furniturE rEPAir*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

grEg’S HArdWOOd Floors, inc. 
installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimate. 651-214-4959. in business 
since 2002.

Handyman serViCes by merriam 
Park Painting. small house projects 
done right! sash cords, torn screens, 
sticking doors, pictures hung and 
more. 651-224-3660.

PrOfESSiOnAl WindOW And guttEr 
CleaninG. Fully insured & locally 
owned. Call 612-389-9553 or Book 
Online www.metrowidemn.com

*guttEr ClEAning*
it’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call ryan, 651- 
690-3956.

Handyman. i do it all from roofing, 
siding, floors, tile to small remodeling 
projects, etc. Call rick, 651-795-1672.

deCKs & WOOd Fences. new or re-
pairs. lic. #BC581059. troy’s decks & 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

JOe’s CarPet serViCe. restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

COVid-19 disinFeCtinG. roof to deck, 
full exterior house cleaning. Power 
washing decks, driveways and side-
walks. 651-287-0970.

Classified & leGal ads
Phone 651-699-1462 

email WantAds@MyVillager.com 
Classified Categories & more information 

available at www.MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount 
for prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 
13 issues. Legal notices are 60¢ per word. All classified and 

legals are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next issue: May 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . deadline: May 6

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM
You need not use this form to place a want ad. You may also email your ad to WantAds@MyVillager.com

$15.60

$20.40

$25.20

$30.00

$12.00 minimum

$16.80

$21.60

$26.40

$31.20

$13.20

$18.00

$22.80

$27.60

$32.40

$14.40

$19.20

$24.00

$28.80

$33.60

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12.00 minimum. all classified ads are payable in advance by cash, 
check or credit card. Please email or deliver your ad to: Wantads@myVillager.com, 

757 snelling ave s, st. Paul, mn 55116. For more information, call 651-699-1462.

CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY:

ACTUAL WORDING OF CLASSIFIED AD (ONE WORD PER BLANK)

 100 Special Events
 101 For Sale
 102 Antiques/Collectibles/Art
 103 Garage/Moving/Estate
 104 Boutiques/Craft Sales
 105 Crafters Wanted
 106 Autos/Boats/Cycles
 107 Real Estate/Land
 108 Real Estate Wanted
 109 Wanted To Buy
 110 Consignments
 111 Holiday Boutiques
 112 Holiday Gifts
 113 Holiday Services
 201 Home Improvement
 202 Home Service
 203 Commercial Service
 204 Housecleaning
 205 Commercial Cleaning
 301 Lawn, Landscape & Snow
 401 Accounting & Taxes
 402 Legal Services
 403 Insurance
 404 Office/Administrative
 405 Marketing/Media

 406 Web/Graphic Design
 407 Computer/Internet
 408 Photography/Video
 409 Photo Editing
 410 Professional Service
 411 Special Service
 412 Personal Service
 413 Housesitting
 414 Pet Care/Services
 415 Beauty Services/Products
 416 Salon/Spa
 417 Health & Fitness
 418 Massage Therapy
 419 Spirituality
 420 Astrology
 421 Sewing/Tailoring, Embroidery
 422 Upholstery
 423 Catering/Chef
 424 Entertainment/Music
 501 Music Instruction/Vocal
 502 Piano Tuning/Repair
 503 Instruction
 504 School Openings
 505 Summer Programs
 601 Child Care Wanted

 602 Child Care
 603 Home/Health Care Wanted
 604 Health Care Provider
 700 Resumes
 701 Help Wanted
 702 Situations Wanted
 703 Business Opportunity
 704 Volunteers/Host Families
 705 Family Resources
 706 Social Networking
 707 College Counseling
 801 For Rent-Residential
 802 For Rent-Commercial
 803 Roommates Wanted
 804 Wanted to Rent
 805 Garage/Storage
 901 Announcements
 902 Vacation/Travel
 903 Personals
 904 Lost & Found
 905 Free! Free! Free!
 906 Rides Wanted
 907 Other:

Continued page 18

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Fence Repair
25 yrs. experience

Call John

651-442-4092
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

WE HAVE openings for spring clean-
ups, gutter cleaning, fertilization and 
weekly mowing. Contact Sam Rich 
Services today for all of your lawn-
care needs! 763-432-2880 or samrich 
services.com

GARDEN ROTOTILLING. Vegetables, 
flowers etc. Reasonably priced. Save 
your back. Call Terry, 651-647-6078.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $125/month. 651-276-4396. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

LAWN/SNOW Service. Gutter clean-
ing. Spring cleanup. Mark, 651-690-
5227; 651-366-7643.

hOuSECLEANiNg
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years 
in business. A rated on Angie’s List. 
Spring specials. $30 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

COMMERCiAL CLEANiNg
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

COMPutER/iNtERNEt/tV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

OffiCE/PROOfREADiNg
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription/
Typing/Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/gRAPhiC DESigN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE AND 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For details, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

ENtERtAiNMENt
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john-
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MuSiC iNStRuCtiON
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

GREAT PIANO lessons in my cozy 
home...or yours. Trish, 651-387-0099.

PiANO tuNiNg/REPAiR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-230-0193.

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

hOME/hEALth PROViDER
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia/hospice. 
Certified/Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAgE thERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

SEWiNg/tAiLORiNg
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations/
Tailoring. Women/Men. 712 South 
C l e v e l a n d .  6 5 1 - 6 9 8 - 6 1 1 7 . 
HighlandTailors.com

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Continued

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

We Stop 
Wet Basements!

Call before spring flooding starts!

651-587-0015
Dry Basement Guys LLC

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Chad Arneson

Rating

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small 

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance Smith
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SERVICE DIRECTORYthorized me to sign this document on 
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. I 
further certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the infor-
mation in this document is true and 
correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath. Date filed: 
April 13, 2020. Signed by: Jaime 
Gjerdingen.

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: LJR Transportation 
Consultants. 2. List the Principal 
Place of Business: 265 Pascal St S ST 
PAUL MN 55105 USA. 3. List the name 
and complete street address of all 
persons conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name and 
registered office address: Lisa Jane 
Raduenz; 265 Pascal St S ST PAUL MN 
55105 USA. 4. I, the undersigned, cer-
tify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: April 20, 2020. Signed by: 
Lisa Jane Raduenz.

for rent - residential
SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland Park 
and Crocus Hill areas. Call 651-698-
6111 today for rental information on 
several communities professionally 
managed by  Mid  Cont inent 
Management Corp. 

GRAND AVENUE 1860. Charming 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, $1600 plus heat/
electric. No smoking/pets. 651- 
699-8900.

3 BR SPACIOUS UPPER duplex avail-
able July 1; $1750 plus utilities; 2053 
Dayton Ave, St. Paul; email Martha at 
mwilson621@msn.com or 651-646-4316

100 IMPERIAL DRIVE CONDOMINIUMS. 
Nice quiet location in park-like set-
ting. Heat included with outside 
parking space, laundry-room, eleva-
tor. No pets. Contact Bisanz Brothers 
for details, 651-447-4567.

for rent - CoMMerCial
HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower 
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus. 
$1200/mo + utilities. 651-324-2573.

rooM for rent
HIGHLAND PARK. Room for rent, $650. 
Call, 701-260-9969.

leGal notiCes
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: Thrivelihood. 2. 
List the Principal Place of Business: 
1742 Stanford Ave. St Paul Minnesota 
55105 United States. 3. List the name 
and complete street address of all 
persons conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name and 
registered office address: Jaime Rae 
Gjerdingen; 1742 Stanford Ave. St Paul 
Minnesota 55105 United States. 4. I, 
the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as 
agent of the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who has au-

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!
 •• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

leGal notiCes

Prevent & Fix
Water Damage

Foundation Repair
Tuckpoint, 

Masonry & Concrete
Gary 651-423-6666

Do not delay, mail this form today! You can also mail a check to: Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S,
St. Paul, MN 55116 or call your donation in to 651-699-1462.

Your voluntary donation in any amount—large or small—will help us continue to publish 
the very best in neighborhood news.

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

BILLING ADDRESS ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER!
Make your donation today.

Credit Card Type

Name on Card

Card Number

Expiry Date

Amount $

PAYMENT ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

Visa, Mastercard or Discover. We DO NOT accept American Express.

mm/yy

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Click through
the Villager

Classifieds at
www.

MyVillager.com



    

cbburnet.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-270-1667

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SArAH kinnEY
651-282-9621

kAtHrYn kEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

DEbbiE WHitAkEr
tHE HiVE

612-532-1490

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

tom & mikE DiStAD
612-275-1343

mYA HonEYWELL
tHE HiVE

651-329-3619

SuE JoHnSon
GooD ComPAnY
651-329-1264

270 4th St. Unit 408
Expansive 2 BR, 2 BA condo, 2,400 sq ft of liv-
ing space. Bright, open spaces with views of the 
Mississippi River valley from the kitchen, LR and 
master BR. Separate dining room 
and family room. Updated kitchen, 
master BA, guest bath and wet bar. 
3 underground parking spaces.

PATRICK RUBLE 
651-230-0903 • $670,000

JoE JuLiEttE
651-261-9588

438 Portland ave #6
Fabulous Ramsey Hill condo has been com-
pletely renovated top to bottom. Cooks kitchen 
with Viking Stove and dishwasher, custom cabi-
nets and counter tops. 2 new 
bathrooms. All new electrical and 
plumbing, refinished hardwood floors, 
air conditioning, garage parking.

SARAH KInnEy 
651-282-9621 • $548,500

311 PleaSant #215
Spectacular large 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
corner unit. Front: rear walkout patios. 2 
units combined. 1 garage. In unit laundry.

SARAH KInnEy 
651-282-9621 • $299,000

2095 St. Clair    
Just sold!  A top-notch marketing plan helped 
us sell this home in 2 days in the current 
market.  Contact us for a free consultation – 
we’d love to put our knowledge and expertise 
to work for you!

mICHAELA TooHEy 
PHILIP wAHLBERG 
651-282-9617

231 arUndel, #5    
Just Sold! Tree-top Condo in the heart of 
Cathedral Hill. 3 BR, 2 BA with a lovely 
balcony, fireplace and in-unit laundry. Premier 
location just steps from dining and shopping.

mICHAELA TooHEy 
PHILIP wAHLBERG 
651-282-9617

324 SUmmit #103, Saint PaUl mn 55102
This stately condo occupies the top two floors 
of the Lightner-Young Mansion and has an addi-
tional apartment accessible by private eleva-
tor. It features vaulted ceilings, 
multiple decks, and panoramic 
views. Showing availability per 
CDC Guidelines only.

      myA HonEywELL
  651-329-3619 • $950,000

421 SUmmit avenUe #2, Saint PaUl mn 55102
Stunning condo on historic Summit Avenue! 
Premier location across from University 
Club. Lovely open kitchen with Wolf and 
Sub Zero appliances, and 
butler’s pantry with wet bar! 
Showing availability per CDC 
Guidelines only.
      myA HonEywELL
 651-329-3619 • $800,000

BanCroft BeaUty!    
4049 16th Ave. S. features 4 bedroom, 
3 bath, newer roof, mechanicals and win-
dows. The kitchen and baths have been 
updated.  This property has 
great bones.  The home has 
great space with over 2,100 
square feet.    

Tom & mIKE dISTAd 
612-275-1343 • $359,900

1259 avon Street  
Picturesque Como bungalow with vintage charac-
ter and thoughtful updating. In spotless condition 
it has an updated kitchen and baths, finished 
lower level with an egress win-
dow and a walk-in storage closet. 
Natural wdwrk, French doors and 
hrdwd floors are added features.

nAnCy K mAAS
651-235-8581 • $285,000

amazing!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq 
ft to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed 
for comfortable everyday 
living as well. Quality con-
struction and finishes. 

         JIm BURTon
651-690-8556 • $3,499,000

JUSt liSted!!!
2172 Hartford: Spacious 3 bedroom, 2 
story home featuring a brand new eat-in 
kitchen, entertainment sized living and 
dining rooms, wood burn-
ing fireplace, large main floor 
family room and delightful 
porch.  

          JIm BURTon
651-690-8556 • $425,000

JUSt liSted!!!
643 Pascal St: Immaculate 4 bedroom, 3 
bath featuring gleaming hardwood floors, 
eat in kitchen, delightful porch off the 
garage, newer Andersen 
Windows, roof, furnace and 
air. 

          JIm BURTon
651-690-8556 • $335,000

 Just

  L
iste

d!

1671 PinehUrSt  
First offer in 44 years! Lovingly maintained 
and updated is this large 30’s built Tudor style 
4 bedroom (on one floor) 3 baths, 2 story with 
entertainment sized space plus finished lower 
level. Premier Pinehurst Avenue. 
LoLLy mCnEELy SALmEn 
612-810-4138 • $650,000
moRAGHAn deRoSIA
952-486-3697 • $650,000

1286 PalaCe
Totally renovated 2BR, 2BA, 2 story offers 
spacious main floor living with formal living and 
dining;  open concept kitchen to main floor fam-
ily room with 2nd gas fireplace, 
main floor laundry and second 
bath. Two BR’s and renovated 
bath up! Call Lolly for details!

LoLLy mCnEELy SALmEn 
612-810-4138 • $339,900

28 dale Street SoUth!
Charming 1890’s carriage house condo 
conversion between Summit and Grand 
off Dale - 3 renovated levels with new 
kitchen and baths and old 
world appointments - 2 bed-
rooms, 2 baths plus parking 
space. Call Lolly for details!

LoLLy mCnEELy SALmEn 
612-810-4138 • $249,900

1842 Berkeley avenUe 
3BD, 2BA 2-story that is expertly maintained. Hrdwd 
floors, gas fireplace, large backyard w/brick patio, 
2GA, eat-in kitchen, and sunroom! Let your imagina-
tion shape the LL into a family room. 
Nearby shops, restaurants, and more 
just out your front door! *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com  

HEnRy EdELSTEIn crs
651-270-1667 • $429,900

oUtStanding oPPortUnity!     
Captivating 3BR, 2BA in a convenient Richfield 
location. Enjoy gleaming hardwood floors, sun-
drenched kitchen with sleek cabinetry. Finished 
lower level with family room, new 
three-quarter bath. Deck, newer 
roof! 6436 - 15th Avenue South.  
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HEnRy EdELSTEIn crs
651-270-1667 • $259,900

Carefree, e-z lifeStyle!    
Discover this rare 3BR, 2BA unit, offering a bright 
& open floorplan, new carpet throughout, and 
great amenities. Kitchen with granite countertops, 
inviting porch, spacious owner’s 
suite, 2 heated parking stalls. 
1850 Eagle Ridge Drive #E206.  
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HEnRy EdELSTEIn crs
651-270-1667 • $275,000

PenthoUSe Condo With treetoP vieWS!    
Truly spectacular 3BR, 5BA, boasting over 
7,400 finished sq. ft. of luxurious living. Walls 
of windows for natural light, gorgeous kitchen, 
FR with fireplace, lavish owner’s 
suite. Five heated parking stalls 
& more! 1830 Eagle Ridge Drive. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Tom EdELSTEIn CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $395,000

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

 COming

  S
OOn!

Coming Soon!  
Merriam Park gem features 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, open floor plan and AMAZING 
back yard - PERFECT for outdoor quaran-
tine fun, PLUS 2-story garage 
- with space for home gym or 
home office! 2106 Dayton Ave. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JoHnSon crs, GRI
651-329-1264

SOLD

yeS! homeS are Selling noW! 
This home sold in days and sellers are delight-
ed! Our proactive and customized marketing 
plan included a virtual tour for ease of show-
ings. Let us put our creative 
skills, market knowledge and 
experience to work for YOU too! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JoHnSon crs, GRI
651-329-1264


