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Dr. E. Lee Lassiter holds a copy of his column featured in the September 23, 1985 edition of The News American. In 1965, Dr. Lassiter became the second African
American to be hired by the paper in the Editorial department. The retired journalist and former Coppin State University college professor graduated from Tuskegee In-
stitute (now Tuskegee University) in 1959 with a B.S. degree in Secondary Education. He received an M.S. in Journalism from Boston University in 1963. He would
later earn a doctorate from Morgan State University in 1994.   (See article on page 7)   Photo by Ursula V. Battle 

Dr. E. Lee Lassiter: The Man Behind the Byline
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By Stacy M. Brown

Like many minority-owned small busi-

nesses that have been shut out of the

COVID-19 driven Paycheck Protection

Program (PPP), Terence Dickson, the

owner of Terra Café, expressed frustra-

tion. 

“What does a business in a community

that doesn’t qualify for loans or credit do

to survive? How do you make the diffi-

cult decision to close or stay open and

fight?” said Dickson, whose popular

café has routinely earned praise as per-

haps the best of its kind in Baltimore.

At the beginning of April, Dickson and

many other small businesses received a

glimmer of hope when Congress estab-

lished the PPP to help keep the doors

open and workers on the payroll.

Dickson immediately applied for relief

through the $350 billion program, which

offered small business loans for as much

as $10 million to help keep them up and

running during the pandemic.

The second round of more than $400

billion recently was signed into law by

President Donald Trump after Congress

passed new legislation when the first set

of funds ran dry, in large part because

big businesses like Shake Shack, Ruth

Chris Steakhouse, and even the Los 

Angeles Lakers basketball team

swooped in a scooped up the cash.

The law, which was intended for busi-

nesses with fewer than 500 employees

and those not publicly traded, turns the

loans into grants if companies maintain

the same amount of employees it had

just before the pandemic.

Dickson and many other black-owned

small businesses were shut out in the

first round, and he and others are finding

little success with the new funding.

“The bank walked me through the re-

quirements, but they told me that I had

to have a credit card or a line of credit

with the bank,” Dickson said. “Black-

owned small businesses usually don’t

have a line of credit. We usually don’t

have business credit cards. This doesn’t

work for us, and if you think it was a

mistake that the big businesses that

weren’t supposed to be eligible but got

the money, then you’re wrong.” 

Now, after mostly shutting down Tera

Café and forced to reduce his staff dras-

tically, Dickson is awaiting word on a

second application through the PPP.

He’s not optimistic.

“The banks make their own customers

priorities, and those customers are

mostly larger businesses,” Dickson said.

Meanwhile, Rep. Ayanna Pressley of

Massachusetts and some other members

of the Congressional Black Caucus are

calling for the Treasury Department to

compile racial data in regards to which

businesses and corporations are receiv-

ing PPP funds.

“I’m pushing for that racial data collec-

tion when it comes to who the lenders

are lending to,” Pressley said in a re-

cently published interview. “That which

gets measured gets done. And so having

that data and that transparency in real-

time will allow us to course correct. It

will likely offer sobering confirmation

of a lack of (parity) of loans and grants

to minority small businesses.” 

Dickson and others welcome that kind

of intervention.

He says it’s frustrating that the govern-

ment has again left black-owned busi-

nesses to fend for themselves mostly.

“I’m not expecting that we will get

anything before the money runs out

again,” Dickson said. “They promised

black people our 40 acres and a mule,

and we never got it, so why should any

of us expect them to do anything they’re

supposed to do?”

Terra Café Owner: Government ignores black-owned small businesses
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Terrence Dickson, owner of the Terra Cafe in Baltimore City, as well as many
other black-owned small businesses were shut out in the first round of funding
under the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). He and others are finding little
success with the new funding.              Courtesy Photo/Terrence Dickson
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If you could do one thing for your 
community, what would it be? More 
daycare centers? More funding for Head 
Start? Completing the 2020 Census 
is a safe and easy way to inform how 
billions of dollars in funding flow into 
your community for hundreds of services. 
Respond online, by phone, or by mail.

If I could do one thing, 
I’d have a daycare 
closer to work.

 

2020CENSUS.GOV
Paid for by U.S. Census Bureau.

Complete the census at: 

By Paris Brown
Special to the NNPA Newswire

My name is Paris Brown. My parents are NNPA

Newswire Senior National Correspondent, Stacy

Brown, and the awesome Shenay Brown. 

I am 13-years-old and I am privileged to be a member

of the National Junior Honor Society. But more impor-

tantly, I am privileged to have such a beautiful family. 

My oldest sister, Rikki, lives in Las Vegas with her

husband Marc, and my niece, Nina. I have a brother,

Jordan, who lives in Maryland, and my two sisters who

live at home with me, Talia and Olivia.

The glue that holds everything together is my parents. 

But the coronavirus nearly ruptured us in a way that

would have been indescribably devastating.

Four months ago, I barely knew what the coronavirus

was, and I had no clue it would change everything so

drastically. 

At the end of December and the beginning of January,

all I heard about the virus was memes and people jok-

ing around about washing your hands. I didn't realize

just how serious it was. And even when more and more

reports of deaths from the virus came piling up, I still

didn't take it seriously enough.

Then one day, mom said she wasn't feeling good, 

and that was the start of it all. In my head, I thought

that's just mom being mom. She sometimes doesn't feel

well. Then when dad got sick, mom stayed in her room, 

and dad stayed in the basement. I, of course, thought

this was unnecessary. 

But then they had to rush mom to the hospital because

she couldn't breathe. 

Then a switch flipped in my head: “This is real, and I

need to be taking it seriously.”

At first, I didn't know what to do, so I tried to stay

away, but that just made me feel guilty. 

So, I did the best I could to help them get better. I

was okay and getting used to our "system," but I knew

deep down, I was terrified. 

I didn't have time to be scared because I had a ton of

schoolwork to do (and I still do now), and I had to help

take care of them. 

You never realize how hard it is to live without the

people you love until they're gone. So, when people

ask me if I'm bored, I tell them I'm not. All of the

schoolwork and cleaning and cooking have kept me

distracted in a good way, so I don't freak out and get

overwhelmed. 

This was definitely an experience I'll never forget 

because I haven't been able to hug my parents or speak

more than a couple of words to them face-to-face. 

But it's almost over— they get to come out of quaran-

tine next week and hopefully, with all of mine and my

sisters' excitement, they'll feel better than ever.

Thirteen-year-old Paris Brown recalls her coronavirus awakening

Thirteen-year-old Paris Brown (left), with her
mother, Shenay Brown. Paris is the daughter of
NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent,
Stacy Brown. Paris is a member of the National 
Junior Honor Society.       Courtesy Photo/NNPA
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Civil rights leaders urge African Americans to remain at home
By Lauren Victoria Burke, NNPA Newswire Contributor

With the coronavirus death toll passing 50,000 during the last week in April, black

leaders in the U.S. have taken to warning their communities of the danger of opening

the country back up too soon. The coronavirus has devastated the black community in

Detroit and all of the fatalities in Richmond, Va. are African Americans. Though the

numbers are showing signs of slowing down black leaders are taking no chances.

On Friday, April 24, 2020, a group of civil rights leaders encouraged African

Americans to “stay-at-home” shortly after the Governor of Georgia decided to lift

the state’s stay-at-home order. The CDC guidelines outline that if COVID-19 stats

remain down for 14 days straight the state can re-open. Many Governors are follow-

ing those guidelines. 

Melanie Campbell, president of the National Coalition on Black Civic Participa-

tion, joined a group of black faith and civil rights leaders and the heads of the

largest historically black religious denominations to encourage African Americans

to “stay at home” until there is evidence that it’s safe to go out.

A letter authored by Rev. Al Sharpton (NAN), Rev. Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson

(CNBC), Sherrilyn Ifill (NAACP, LDF), Marc Morial (NUL), Derrick Johnson

(NAACP), Melanie Campbell (BWR), Kristen Clarke (Lawyers’ Committee) en-

couraged people to stay at home.

“We, the undersigned, have joined together to state our unequivocal and firm opposi-

tion to the premature effort of governors to willfully re-open their states. The actions of

these governors, which demonstrate reckless disregard for the health and life of black

residents, compel us to speak out and take action to protect ourselves,” the letter began.

“We encourage all black churches and businesses to remain closed during this critical

period. The denominations and independent churches represented in this statement,

which comprise a combined membership of more than 25 million people and more

than 30,000 congregations, intend to remain closed and to continue to worship virtu-

ally, with the same dedication and love that we brought to the church. The civil rights

organizations represented are working tirelessly to protect our communities from injus-

tice and inequality as this country responds to the pandemic.” 

Several Republican governors appear to be taking their marching orders from

President Donald Trump who is anxious to re-open the country economically while

not referencing the over 50,000 dead Americans from COVID-19. 

Issues around environmental racism, disparities in health care coverage and treat-

ment and economic considerations are issues African Americans have to confront

more than other communities. The group, Black Millennials for Flint, are mobiliz-

ing to confront the problem of the continuous lack of clean water in the city after it

was revealed that former Michigan Governor Rick Snyder made serious errors dur-

ing the Flint water crisis. 

“On April 25, 2014, a completely dehumanizing decision was made by former

Governor Rick Snyder to switch from the Detroit Water System to the Flint River

creating one of the most lethal man-made crises in American History. Fast forward

to 2020, six years later, not a single individual involved in this act of genocide has

been held accountable for the poisoning of an entire city,” the group wrote. “To put

this in perspective, or to ‘make it plain’ as our elders say, the kindergartners in Flint

that started this 2019-20 academic school year have not lived a single year of life

without the threat of unclean drinking water. Their first year of their educational

journey has now also been brought to a halt due to COVID-19.” 

The Flint water crisis continues along with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Lauren Victoria Burke is an independent journalist for NNPA and the host of the
podcast BURKEFILE. She may be contacted at LBurke007@gmail.com and on
twitter at @LVBurke

Letters to the Editor:
Editor:

Today, more than ever, information is

power. Johns Hopkins has long had a com-

mitment to creating and bringing knowl-

edge to the world. Last week, we cele-

brated Medical Laboratory Professional

Week, recognizing those working in the

labs and completing testing of all types, 

including those testing for COVID-19. 

I want to highlight and honor the work

of my colleagues at the Johns Hopkins

Health System who have been at the fore-

front of COVID-19 testing since the be-

ginning of the pandemic. A few weeks

ago they passed a major milestone of

completing over 10,000 tests in less than

a month. This represents 25 percent of all

tests in Maryland done during the same

period. These tests are being completed

both across the state and in our home

community of East Baltimore.

Johns Hopkins’ innovators and leaders de-

veloped a new test in the early weeks of the

outbreak and are continuing to increase the

number of tests we can perform daily. The

daily totals of those tested climbed from 30

to 1200 as we opened testing tents, trained

more hospital staff, obtained more testing

kits, and obtained two robotic lab instru-

ments to speed the process. 

All of this hard work has paid off. While

some labs are taking 5-7 days to return test

results, we are able to return tests within one

day, enabling patients to benefit from the

most important information they can have—

knowledge of their infection status. 

Everyone is concerned about the possibil-

ity of infection with the new coronavirus.

Symptoms may include cough, fever,

shortness of breath, muscle aches, sore

throat or unexplained loss of taste or smell.

Please encourage anyone who thinks 

they might be infected to use our 

symptom checker https://www.hopkins-

medicene.org/coronavirus/covid-19-self-

checker.html or to call their doctor (or call

211 if they do not have a primary care doc-

tor). We can usually get someone tested

within one or two days. 

Johns Hopkins Medicine is committed

to helping Baltimore, the state of Mary-

land, and the world have a successful 

response through this pandemic. Speak

with your doctor about getting tested, or

use our symptom checker to connect with

us at Hopkins. Calling 211 will also con-

nect you with someone who can get you

set up for testing. And don’t forget to

thank the medical lab professionals who

make this all possible. 

Dr. Stephen Sisson

Vice President, Clinical Operations, 

Office of Johns Hopkins Physicians

Professor of Medicine, Johns Hopkins

University School of Medicine



By Dr. Asefa Jejaw Mekonnen

As a pulmonary and critical care medi-

cine consultant and physician, I am urging

African American policy makers to take

more actions to protect African Americans

from the coronavirus. If not, multiple

deaths will continue to occur.

As of April 28, 2020, it was estimated

that 3,042,444 people had been infected

with coronavirus worldwide, with

211,216 fatalities. In the United States

alone, 1,010,313 had contracted the

virus, with 56,649 deaths reported. The

cities of Chicago, New Orleans, Las

Vegas and South Carolina have reported

numerous deaths of African Americans

due to COVID-19.

In Maryland, Governor Larry Hogan

called the disparity among African Ameri-

cans “disturbing.” Black Marylanders

make up 52 percent of the deaths from

coronavirus, despite only being 31 percent

of the state’s population. In Chicago, 68

percent of the deaths were recorded as

African Americans, although that group is

only 30 percent of the population.

In Louisiana, where African Americans

make up 33 percent of the population,

data shows they represent more than 70

percent of COVID-19 deaths. In Albany,

GA, which has the highest number of

deaths from COVID-19 in the state,

more than 90 percent of the fatalities are

African-American.

It is no secret that a high number of

African Americans are at risk for expo-

sure to, and infection from the virus 

because of multiple socio-demographic

factors. They will do worse once they

get the disease due to pre-existing

chronic medical conditions like hyper-

tension, diabetes, heart disease, asthma,

and sleep apnea.

In addition, many African Americans

and other people of color work in the

service sector as custodians, grocery store

workers, bus drivers, postal employees

and agriculture workers. They are consid-

ered essential to their companies. 

As an outspoken advocate of health

disparities affecting the African Ameri-

can community, I recently told members

of three policy organizations that, 

despite African Americans being dispro-

portionately impacted, very little is

being discussed as a solution to protect

this vulnerable population.

In a conference call on April 24, 2020,

I addressed members of the Historic

Black Towns and Settlements Alliance,

Inc. (HBTSA); National Policy Alliance;

and World Conference of Mayors.

I urged these influential African Ameri-

can policy makers to take more actions

to protect the most vulnerable in our

communities. I recommended several

solutions that I believe could keep us

from losing a generation. 

I noted that more strategies should be

put in place for this group that exceeds

social distancing and staying at home.  

Staying at home is a luxury for many

low-income and poor families where

people have to go to work to make ends

meet. An African American COVID-19

patient may have a difficult time having

a separate bed and bedroom to conva-

lesce at home without infecting his or

her family member. “Domestic spread''

is a major threat to many African Ameri-

can families. 

I pointed out how misinformation that

African Americans cannot get the virus

has been detrimental to the population.

Fueled by the absence of coronavirus

cases in Africa, initially, and the belief

that the virus was associated only with

foreign travel, many African American

on-line sites made light of the deadliness

of COVID-19.

As a result, a strategy needs to be put

into place immediately with solutions

that will prevent and mitigate further

loss of life, with the focus on immediate

and long-term goals. Urgent action plans

should include a targeted educational

campaign to correct misinformation

about the effect of COVID-19 on per-

sons of color. 

African American media outlets, reli-

gious groups, and celebrities should 

intensify any present efforts on their

part. Physicians and health care pro-

viders of color should step up and join

the information campaign. It is well doc-

umented that the African American com-

munity has a lack of trust in the overall

health care system due to unethical and

cruel experiments of the past. 

To reduce the risk of domestic expo-

sure, infection and multiple deaths of

African American family members who

reside in crowded and multigenerational

homes, patients with COVID-19 should

be given special treatment. These indi-

viduals should be offered a separate

makeshift recovery facility with provi-

sion of appropriate medical and social

care. Targeted testing of contacts needs

to include mobile testing units that can

navigate the neighborhoods taking the

test to where it is needed.

Additionally, the distribution of free face

masks, disinfectants and food should fol-

low a similar route. Long-term strategies

must include access to Internet connectiv-

ity in low-income families for virtual

medical care. There must be environmen-

tal justice to improve air quality in low-

income neighborhoods to improve respi-

ratory health. There must also be more

emphasis on proper nutrition.

Lastly, we must also address economic

fairness to include differential compen-

sation for high-risk front line jobs.

Health is a basic human rights issue. 

This needs a coordinated, well thought

out national program that will ultimately

lead to health and economic equality. 

The status quo has been a disgrace to

the wealthiest nation of the world. After

multiple casualties, actions should be

proactive and reactive. 

In the past, segregation, racial inequali-

ties and blatant discrimination trapped

people of color in abject poverty where

affordable healthcare and affordable hous-

ing were out of reach. The results of

which is rearing its head today. African

American stakeholders can make a differ-

ence by wielding their influence today to

protect the most vulnerable in society. 

A former pulmonary section head at
Suburban Hospital - Johns Hopkins
Medicine and a consultant intensivist in
Critical Care Medicine at Shady Grove
Adventist Hospital in Gaithersburg, Dr.
Asefa Jejaw Mekonnen is a partner at
Rockville Internal Medicine Group.
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By Stacy M. Brown

Christon Jones stands all of five-feet-

tall and weighs about 100 pounds. At 13-

years-old, he is already a talented

football player; Amazon best-seller; cer-

tified Les Brown Speaker; a top

Achievement Engineer; a Return on In-

vestment Coach; and an accomplished

investor and day trader.

The prodigy, whose nickname is

"Truth," has already accomplished more

in his young life than many seasoned

Wall Street veterans.

"It all began a couple of years ago

when I was eight years old. I wrote my

first book about faith, family and foot-

ball and how to overcome bullying,"

Christon said. 

Published in 2016, "The Win Within,"

describes how Christon's world begins to

change when his dream of playing foot-

ball turned into a nightmare because of

bullying. However, he explains that he is

driven to win by his faith in God and the

powerful bond he shares with his mother.

He says he holds firmly to the belief that

he is never alone, even in his darkest

hour. He realizes that to win, he has to

look within himself.

"Instead of thinking about the best way

you can get revenge on someone, focus

on becoming a successful person,"

Christon says, given advice that he

posted on his website. "The best way to

get your revenge is to help yourself. Not

only are you helping yourself, you're

also letting others know they can't hurt

you. So remember to focus on becoming

successful, and that's plenty." 

Perhaps among Christon’s many impres-

sive talents is his Wall Street success.

Christon, who has excelled on the

gridiron, earning All-Star and MVP tro-

phies, says he plans not only to play in

the NFL when he is older, but later open

a sports agency and management busi-

ness to assist players with investments.

During the current novel coronavirus

pandemic, Christon is on a mission to

help 1,000 people become successful

through his company, Return on Invest-

ment, LLC, where he primarily focuses

on teaching the principles of trading

while achieving upwards of a six-figure

return.  

Christon says he has counseled and

coached many of his students, who range

in age from 30 to 50 years old, into earn-

ing $15K or more a week by trading in

the current market. He is determined to

educate his students about the market

and on proper investment strategies to

survive during these troubling times. 

During this downtime, I'm actually in-

vesting in the stock market and showing

people how to day trade," he said, noting

that "day trading is one of the most sim-

ple and efficient ways for somebody to

make money from anywhere in the

world.

"As day traders, we make money

whether the market goes up or down. So,

if it crashes, we're making money, or if

it's doing great, we're making money."

Christon strongly advises investors not

to get greedy. "Greed can cause you to

lose a whole bunch of money," he said.

“Investors must have patience, which is

a skill because sometimes you've got to

be able to wait instead of being scared

and jumping out." 

Finally, with the government sending

$1,200 stimulus payments to many

Americans, Christon says investing some

of that cash might reap dividends.

"For people receiving a stimulus, in-

vesting depends on your current financials

before getting the check," Christon said. "If

you can afford to, take at least part of your

check and put it into learning.

“There are ways to make money in the

market, like basic stocks and cover calls,

which are very conservative and almost a

guaranteed way to make money regu-

larly in market. 

“There are swing trading and options

as well. So, my biggest advice is that if

you can afford to take money out of

stimulus checks, invest it."

To learn more about Christon and his

advice on day trading and the stock mar-

ket, visit www.thetruthjones.com.

Thirteen year-old prodigy offers sound Wall Street investment advice
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By Ursula V. Battle

This is Part I of a two-part series on
retired columnist Dr. E. Lee Lassiter. In
1965, Dr. Lassiter became the second
African American to be hired by The
News American in the editorial depart-
ment. During his career with the now-
defunct paper, Dr. Lassiter used his
position to bring awareness to issues im-
pacting the black community. His career
also included serving as an editor for
the Afro-American Newspaper’s Na-
tional Edition.

The son of a sharecropper, Dr. E. Lee

Lassiter’s own story could have just as

easily filled the pages of the newspapers

he once worked for over the course of

his 30-year journalism career. The story

of how it all started can be traced back

to his days when he and his late brother

Willis were students at Berry O’Kelly

High School in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

“Berry O’Kelly High School had a

strong curriculum,” recalled Dr. Lassiter,

who will be 84 in July. “Berry O’Kelly

was a private school taken over by the

state. To get there, my older brother

Willis and I had to walk four miles to

catch a “cheese bus,” ride 20 miles,

change buses at the elementary/junior

high school, and ride the second bus 16

more miles. We made that trip in the

morning, and in the afternoon.

“Willis and I had to get up at 4 a.m. to

catch the first bus. It was fun, but it was

hard. Although there was a school that was

closer, we thought the walking and bus

rides were worth it. Berry O’Kelly was a

good school and highly accredited.”

Dr. Lassiter reflected on an experience

that sparked his interest in journalism: 

“I was in my senior year at Berry

O’Kelly” he said. “At the time, some of

the schools had a practice of bringing in

seniors from colleges to do their intern-

ships in teaching. One of those schools

was my high school. One day, one of the

colleges sent one student too many.

They didn’t send her back, but instead

stationed her in the library.

“They wanted her to start a newspaper

at my high school. She started a paper

called The Busy Bee. As a student

leader, I became the editor of the paper.

At the time, I didn’t even know what

journalism was. She taught us about

newspapers, the roles they played in so-

ciety, and how they worked.”

Dr. Lassiter graduated from Berry

O’Kelly High School in 1954 as saluta-

torian of his class. Later that year, he de-

parted the train station in his native

North Carolina for the trip to Alabama..

He was headed to Tuskegee Institute

(now Tuskegee University). He arrived at

Tuskegee with no money, the editorial

knowledge he received at Berry O’Kelly

High School, and a desire to learn.

“My editorial experience with The

Busy Bee helped determine my career.

When I went to college, I had three pos-

sible career tracks. Electrical engineer-

ing, commercial illustration, and

journalism. Electrical engineering was

where the money was. That was my first

major when I went to Tuskegee. But I

didn’t do well in electrical engineering. I

had drawing skills in high school and jun-

ior high school. But they didn’t have com-

mercial illustration at Tuskegee. So, I was

down to my third choice – journalism,”

He recalled how he “earned” his educa-

tion. “Tuskegee had a program called the

Five-Year Work Study Plan. The plan al-

lowed you to contract to work for the

school for five years to earn your four-

year degree. But I had to pay $150 dol-

lars out-of-pocket. The rest you paid

with the money you earned. I knew that

if I got that $150, I could work my way

through.

“My father gave Willis and I a plot of

land. He said whatever we made off the

plot of land belonged to us. We rushed to

get tobacco to sell. My brother told me

to take his half and go to school. That’s

how I got the $150. Once I got to

Tuskegee, I didn’t have money to eat.

Fortunately, a student from my high

school let me use his meal ticket. That’s

how I ate. I worked seven-days-a-week,

eight-hours-a-day for the school. They

paid us in pink vouchers. Those vouch-

ers got us room, board and tuition.”

Noting Tuskegee founder Booker T.

Washington, Dr. Lassiter said, “Booker

T. Washington’s philosophy was that

there was dignity in work, no matter the

job. They put that in our head. The

work-study students were well re-

spected. The students looked up to us,

but we did not have one cent. I was from

the country and had a farming back-

ground. Tuskegee was the perfect set-

ting. God was in it.”          

He graduated from Tuskegee Institute

(now Tuskegee University) in 1959 with

a B.S. degree in Secondary Education.

He received an M.S. in Journalism from

Boston University in 1963. He would

later earn a doctorate from Morgan State

University in 1994.

“When I graduated from Boston Univer-

sity, I tried to get a job like everyone else,”

said Dr. Lassiter. “But not one white paper

would hire a black journalist.”

Coming next week: Part II.  

Dr. E. Lee Lassiter: The Man Behind the Byline

The late entrepreneur Harlow Fullwood and Dr. E. Lee Lassiter in an undated photo.
Courtesy Photo.  

The Disabled, Junk Heap Generation, one of the many editorial pieces Dr. Las-
siter wrote as a columnist for The News American.   Photo: Ursula V. Battle
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
855-993-0969

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires 
landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. 
GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be 
required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, 
Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. Prices subject 
to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not refl ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses:
AL-19-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395,IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: 
LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 95091, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451,
NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home 
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1-866-368-6214
WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
 Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response
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Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT®
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By Andrea Blackstone

Ebonie Smith, 21, is a college student

armed with the determination to meet

her educational goals, despite unex-

pected events that unfolded because of

the coronavirus pandemic. The junior

who attends Mount St. Mary’s Univer-

sity located in Emmitsburg, Maryland,

was suddenly required to return home to

Anne Arundel County, when the univer-

sity shut its doors over six weeks ago

following Governor Larry Hogan’s 

executive order. 

“It’s a huge transition. Granted my

school is very small. It’s just that I’m

used to living in an apartment on cam-

pus. I have four other roommates. I’m

used to seeing my friends. I usually do

homework in the library. I’m always

around a group of people. It’s different

because now I’m isolated,” Ebonie said

adding that she utilizes distance learning

through Zoom and other online tools. “I

still have homework to do and exams to

do online. It’s just like school, I’m just

at home.”

Smith’s on-campus job was also inter-

rupted. The college student told her

mother, Veronica Smith, that she needed

a job, since her campus job no longer

existed. Ebonie gathered her thoughts

and found a way to turn a challenge into

an opportunity. She learned to sew from

her grandmother when she was in mid-

dle school. Now, she remains busy im-

plementing plan B to find work—

making facemasks.

“I told my mom I could make masks and

sell them for a really cheap price. I was

just thinking $5 bucks. It’s really cheap

and good quality material,” Ebonie said.

“And I felt like if I make it that cheap, I

could get sales and get the money that I

need. My main motivation— I needed a

job. I’m saving money for books for my

summer classes, because I’m double ma-

joring at school. I need three more classes,

in addition to the ten that I have to take

for my senior year.”

Veronica Smith is a single parent of

two who has been laid off from her job

until May, because of the pandemic. She

supports her youngest child’s effort to

give entrepreneurship a try for the first

time, in between taking classes online.

Cutting the patterns out before her

daughter pins and sews fabric for the

masks is one way that she has been help-

ing Ebonie as she does something posi-

tive and constructive while she is at

home.

“Sometimes, I iron the pleats for her

and help her out with different things,

because she needs an assistant,” Veron-

ica said. “She just wants to be independ-

ent, and I’m very proud of her.”

Ebonie explained that her masks are a

good quality, despite the cheap price.

Cotton provides a protective barrier and

the masks are machine washable. The

college student added that the simple,

two-layer masks don’t come with filters

but she makes them while complying

with the Center for Disease Control and

Prevention’s (CDC’s) standard. Instruc-

tions to take care of the reusable masks

with patterns and designs are included to

maintain quality and color.

When facemasks were primarily worn

by essential workers and individuals

with an  immune deficiency or other

health challenges, Ebonie made face-

masks for herself and her mother and her

brother who is an essential worker.

However, after Governor Hogan man-

dated that facemasks were to be worn by

everyone in Maryland going to any retail

outlets, drugstores and public transporta-

tion, her business venture took off. Peo-

ple wanted facemasks made by Ebonie.

Orders are still coming her way from

word-of-mouth. Friends, family, former

teachers from Glen Burnie High School

where Ebonie graduated, business card

referrals, advertising on social media

through her personal Snapchat, Face-

book and Instagram accounts are all rea-

sons Ebonie quickly evolved into a busy

entrepreneur.

“I think what really encouraged me is I

make kids sizes as well, and everyone

was like, ‘We’re having so much trouble

finding kids’ sizes. I sell to any and

everyone. Kids, adults and essential

workers— everyone wants masks,”

Ebonie said. “This is the first time that I

actually took a stab at [entrepreneur-

ship]. I took the leap, and it worked very

well for me.”

Ebonie is currently creating specialty

print facemasks for $7. Stock is limited

but she will continue to make standard

designs. You may find Ebonie Smith on

Facebook or Instagram. Ebonie offers

free delivery to customers near Severn,

Annapolis, Glen Burnie and many

neighboring towns in Anne Arundel

County. Facemasks can be mailed out of

the area. 

Ambitious college student supplements lost income by making facemasks 

Ebonie Smith’s facemask making enterprise began after she returned home to
Anne Arundel County from college because of the pandemic. She has been 
extremely busy making reasonable priced, quality masks while balancing taking
college classes online. The ambitious student created her own job when her on
campus job ended after Governor Hogan’s executive order closed all schools and
colleges in Maryland.                                              Photo Credit: Elias Gonzalez



Hello everyone, terrible situation! The

news on television and radio every day is

not getting any better. I am so glad that

Maryland Governor Hogan has made it

mandatory for folks to wear a facemask

in public places. While going to Giant

and other supermarkets, I have seen so

many people without  mass and gloves,

including the cashiers. It is crazy!  So

from me to you, please protect yourself

and others. This COVID-19 IS NO

JOKE!

A few of our favorite eateries have

found a way for you to still enjoy meals

and deserts during this Cronavirus pan-

demic by opening up a window pick-up

or a drive by pick-up. One of my favorite

places that has adopted this idea is the Av-

enue Bakery. That is right! You can still get

your Poppay’s rolls and sweet potato ies

from the Avenue Bakery on Friday’s from

7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Saturday from 8 a.m.

to 4 p.m.; and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 2:30

p.m. For your safety they will serve you at

their walk-up window— the lobby is closed. 

So, folks, go get your hot rolls and tell the

owner, James Hamlin, I said “hello” and to

hold a dozen of those rolls for me. Please

don’t forget to wear your mask and gloves.

Dante Daniels, owner of Colin’s

Seafood and Grill in Randallstown also is

doing carryout seven days a week from

11 a.m. until 9:30 p.m. You can pick your

favorite meals from their menu. It is prob-

ably best to call ahead first, especially if

you have a large order.

Then there is my buddy, “Downtown

Kevin Brown,” who also owns a popular

restaurant with his partner William Maugh-

lin called “Nancy by SNAC.” located 131

W. North Avenue are serving delicious

breakfast and lunch all day every day start-

ing at 8 a.m. by curb side pick-up.

If you know any other eateries in Balti-

more that have found away to continue to

serve customers food in a safe way, email

me at rosapryor@aol.com or call me at

410-833-9474.

There are a few ways you can practice

social distancing and still try to have fun

such as: take a walk; go for a hike; do

yard work; play in your yard; clean out a

closet; read a good book; listen to music;

cook a meal; have a family game night—

this does not mean for you to invite fam-

ily and friends over who do not live in the

household— go for a drive; do group

video chats; stream a favorite show;

check on a friend; check on elderly neigh-

bors by phones only.

Here is something to smile about! My

journalist sister, Valerie Fraling made a

statement that is so true. She says, “I

would have never thought that I would

walk into a bank and up to a teller with a

mask on and ask for money!” Valerie also

said she has washed her hands so much

she uncovered a night club stamp from 25

years ago. I thought that was so funny!

Valerie keep the jokes coming, we need

that right now.

In this time of uncertainty, many people

are hurting. We are grateful for front-line

healthcare workers, first responders and

human service workers who are meeting

basic human needs like food and shelter.

Although some thought this crisis would

bring out our worst, I find people have an

overwhelming desire to help and be of

service. If you are feeling this way, be as-

sured that it is possible to make a differ-

ence even from home. Just stay safe and

follow the rules. Please wear a mask and

gloves when you go out.

Well my dear friends, I am sorry I

couldn’t tell you where or when the next

jazz show will be, or Day-Time Party or

what night club is doing what, but don’t

worry, have faith, this too shall pass;

hopefully soon.

Remember if you need me, call me at

410-833-9474 or email me at ros-

apryor@aol.com. UNTIL THE NEXT

TIME, I’M MUSICALLY YOURS
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Rosa Pryor Trusty

Rambling
Rose

You can still eat well!

Kelly Carter the owner of Grind & Wine located in the Randallstown Shopping
Center at 3627 Offutt Road has joined the bandwagon by continuing to serve
customers and the community with carryout of hot-to-go breakfast.

Anthony Lenard, owner of Southern Blues Restaurant, 3613 Offutt Road in
Randallstown and 8406 Harford Road in Pikesville, recently provided lunch for
300 staff members of Mercy Medical Center. This was Lenard’s way of showing
his appreciation to his Aunt Cheryl Addison and all the heroes who work at
Mercy— going out every day, risking their lives so that we can all live.

James Hamlin owner of Avenue Bak-
ery on Pennsylvania Avenue & Baker
Street has opened a window pick-up
where you can still get his hot home-
made Poppay’s Rolls, cakes and sweet
potato pies. 

Dante Daniels, chef and owner of
Colin’s Seafood & Grill and his staff
located 3653 Offutt Road in the Shop-
ping Center in Randallstown, Mary-
land is now doing carry-out 7 days a
week from 11 a.m. until 9:30 p.m. 
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By Tyler Hamilton

The Baltimore Ravens have made a

concerted effort to add weapons to sur-

round quarterback Lamar Jackson. After

adding Marquise Brown last season, the

Ravens added another dynamic receiver

in former Texas wideout Devin Duver-

nay. 

Ravens General Manager Eric DeCosta

is fired up about adding Duvernay to the

team. He says Duvernay is a player that

somewhat reminds him of Steve Smith

Sr. 

“He’s a tough guy. He reminds me of a

few guys that we’ve had here in Balti-

more, and I’ll reference guys like An-

quan [Boldin], Derrick Mason and of

course Steve Smith [Sr.] Those guys all

had a competitive spirit about them that

made them really stand out,” DeCosta

said after selecting Duvernay on Friday.

“I don’t think Devin is the biggest guy

by any stretch, but he’s very tough, very

physical, catches the ball really well,

and he’s really tough with the football.

So, I like those competitive guys who

don’t go down, and he kind of has that

style to him. He’s almost like a running

back with the football.”

Duvernay consistently made catches

across the middle of the field. Duver-

nay’s stocky 5-foot-10 and 200 pounds

frame caused would be, tacklers to

bounce off him, as he runs for yards

after the catch. He has a violent style of

play that definitely elicits comparison to

Smith. 

The comparison is music to Duvernay’s

ears. Smith is a player that Duvernay

looked up to before getting to the NFL. 

“It means a lot. Those were some great

players. I grew up watching Steve Smith

Sr. I loved his game. He’s somebody I

loved to watch and wanted to play like

with that chip on his shoulder. It means 

a lot to get a comparison like that. I 

just have to keep working and get better.

Maybe I can be like him one day,” Du-

vernay said. 

The chip on Duvernay’s shoulder is

now enhanced after falling to the fifth

round of the 2020 draft. He felt he was

one of the best receivers in the draft. 

Duvernay’s number proves it. He led

the country with 106 receptions for

1,341 yards and nine touchdowns over

13 games.

Ravens head coach Jon Harbaugh was

caught celebrating the Duvernay selec-

tion on ESPN’s broadcast of the draft. 

It’s already clear that Duvernay fits the

Ravens from an on the field perspective.

After hearing Harbaugh comment about

Duvernay after the draft, it looks like

he’ll fit their blue-collar approach to

football as well. 

“I got him on the call and he was all

business,” Harbaugh said Saturday dur-

ing ESPN’s draft broadcast. “He was

like ‘c’mon, man let’s go to work. When

can I get my playbook?’ I think he feels

like he’s got a lot to prove so we like

those kinds of guys here and they’re

going to compliment us very well.”

Ravens Devin Duvernay draws comparison to Steve Smith Sr.

Former Texas wideout Devin Duvernay was drafted by the Baltimore Ravens in the fifth round of the 2020 NFL Draft.
Ravens General Manager Eric DeCosta says Duvernay’s style of play somewhat reminds him of Steve Smith Sr. (Above) 
Duvernay at the 2020 NFL Scouting Combine.  Courtesy Photo/NFL.com. 

WET BASEMENTS STINK !!
Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health 
and foundation damage. What can be done to  the problem?  
Allstate American W  is an honest, hardworking local company. 
We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We 
have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local  
references. When your neighbors needed  they called  
Allstate American. Why don’t you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with 
your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 426 7783 NOW!
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CLASSIFIEDS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INSURANCE

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands on Aviation training. Financial 
Aid for qualified students - Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 888-686-1704

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train at home to become a Computer

& Help Desk Professional now! Call CTI for details! 888-449-1713 (M-F 8am-6pm

ET)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! Become a Medical Office Profes-

sional online at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready to work in months! Call 888-

572-6790. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition

Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s Top Car

Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! Call

Now: 1- 800-864-5960.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +

$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-

tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice

Remote. Some restrictions apply

1-833-872-2545 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 

We edit, print and distribute your work 

internationally. We do the work… You reap

the Rewards! Call for a FREE 

Author’s submission Kit: 866-951-7214

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! Com-

pare 20 A-rated insurances companies. Get a

quote within minutes. Average savings of

$444/year! Call 866-695-8390! (M-F 8am-

8pm Central)

Only the Highest quality CBD products

from AceWellness! We guarantee highest

quality, most competitive pricing on CBD

products. Softgels, Oils, Skincare, Vape &

more. Coupon Code: PRINT20 1-855-681-

3113

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON SITE

provides FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 24/7

SERVICE DURING COVID19. No home

visit necessary. $40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions apply. 866-969-2936

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490 

APPLIANCES

MEDICAL & HEALTH WELLNESS

FOR SALE

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

Recently diagnosed with LUNG CAN-
CER and 60+ years old? Call now! You
and your family may be entitled to a SIG-
NIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 877-
648-6308 today. Free Consultation. No
Risk.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 polls for $99.

100 pills for $150. FREE shipping.

Money back guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company for details. 

NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage

for 350 procedures. 888-623-3036 or

http://www.dental50plus.com/58 Ad#

6118

Still paying too much for your MEDICA-

TION? Save up to 90% on RX refill!

Order today and receive free shipping on

1st order - prescription required. Call 

1-888-906-1529

HEALTH/FITNESS

AUTO’S WANTED 

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS $$ 

PAYING CASH $$ For Classic & 

Collector Cars 717-577-8206

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and

newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. Com-

petitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nation-

wide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

[WANTED] CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!

All Makes/Models 2002-2018! Any Condi-

tion. Running or Not. Competitive Offer! 

Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now:

1-888-368-1016

FINANCIAL

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC CAR. Advertise with us. You choose 

where you want to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit macnetonline.com for details. 

Positive stories about positive people!

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 Channels +

$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-

tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice

Remote. Some restrictions apply. 1-855-

270-5098. 

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.

$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream Break-

ing News, Live Events, Sports & On 

Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No

Commitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per
month. Get More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle and
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call
us today 1-888-796-8850

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. If you

have suffered a serious injury in an auto

accident, call us! Our attorneys have the

experience to get you the full compensa-

tion you deserve! Call Now: 855-341-

2271

Stay in your home longer with an Ameri-

can Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive

up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet,

and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 

installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Reach over 20 million homes nationwide with one easy buy! 

Only $2,395 per week for a 25 word classified! 

For more information, go to: www.naninetwork.com
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SELLING A FARM OR HOUSE? Adver-
tise it here and neighboring publications.
We can help you. Contact MACnet
MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit our site
at MACnetOnline.com

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE

ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank

levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,

payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.

Call 888-626-3581

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!

Compare 20 A-rated insurances compa-

nies. Get a quote within minutes. Average

savings of $444/year! Call 877-270-4283!

(M-F 8am-8pm Central)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Ship-

ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

Scratch & Dent Chest Freezer 5.1 cu.ft.

Hotpoint #HCM5SMAWW $169. Up-

right Frigidaire #FFFU14F2QW 13.8

cu.ft. $459 Shipping Extra 717 445-

5222
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Offer ends 6/15/20. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to Performance Pro Internet 200 Mbps Internet service for new customers. Equipment, taxes and other charges extra, and subject to change. After promo, regular 
rates apply. Actual speeds vary and not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. All devices must be returned when service ends. Call for restrictions and complete details. ©2020 Comcast.  
All rights reserved. NPA231210-0001 NED AA Q2 CVDPP V1

Go to  to learn more.

When staying home is important, 
staying connected matters.
Whether you need to check in on family, video-chat with coworkers or just take a minute to relax 

your home. 

Enjoy the best 
in-home 

WiFi experience

No-contact  
equipment delivery 

available

Get started with  
Xfinity Internet

Equipment, taxes and other 
charges extra, and subj. to change. 

See details below.

39$  
a month/ 
12 mos.
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