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   I’ve always been a 
sucker for the sappy, 
plot-easily-followed kind 
of “flick” that ends hap-
pily. Take Mr. Holland’s 
Opus--and others like it-
-where movie-goers had 
best take multiple han-
kies.
   Richard Dreyfuss 
starred in this tear-jerk-
er a full quarter-century 
ago. Opus is a great story 
to watch--or re-watch--
while we’re marooned in 
our homes, sometimes 
with “virtually” nothing 
to do. The “main guy” is 
a beloved band director.
   It underscores a theory 
I’ve had over a 40-year 
career in higher educa-
tion. There’s no middle 
ground for band mem-
bers’ views of their di-
rectors. They are loved 
or reviled, thanked or 
blamed, upheld or down-
trodden. Most of them 
seem comfortable in ex-
treme approaches to mu-
sic, and most everything 
else….
*****
   In my judgment, Greg 
Berry, now nestled in the 
grandeur of Colorado 
mountains with Leta-
- his wife of 61 years--

ranks number one on my 
list of unorthodox band 
directors. Leta richly 
deserves to spend life’s 
eventide in such resplen-
dent repose, even if it is 
with an old guy whose 
eardrums have sustained 
the blasts of too many 
sour notes lofted in lousy 
band halls.
   They both were my 
college classmates. Leta 
has been at his side dur-
ing collegiate band posts 
at Howard Payne, Way-
land and Samford Uni-
versities. (After Samford, 
he directed a renowned 
community band in 
Birmingham, where his 
daytime career switched 
to investments and the 
stock market for 17 
years.)
   They were beloved 
wherever they went, but 
their bubbling pot of 
grand memories began at 
Azle High School in the 
1960s.. For his final AHS 
concert in 1968, he rent-
ed the Will Rogers Au-
ditorium in Fort Worth. 
They slapped on bumper 
stickers and employed 
numerous other adver-
tising methods to pro-
mote the event, which 
attracted 2,000 persons. 
“American Civil War 
Fantasy” and “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” 
were featured, as was a 
student’s reading of the 
Gettysburg Address. The 
audience roared….
*****.
   Unscripted after cur-
tain calls was a presen-
tation by band president 
Johnny Miller. Leta was 
called to Greg’s side. 

The AHS band’s gift-
--said to be “just be-
tween the band and 
the Berrys”--was an 
all-expenses-paid vaca-
tion to Nassau. Rest-
of-the-story must be 
shared. Members paid 
for the gift NOT with 
cash, but with S&H 
Green Stamps, gathered 
throughout the commu-
nity and dumped at the 
redemption center.
   It didn’t stop there. 
The junior high band 
collected $150 for 
“spending money,” and 
beginner band families 
provided free babysit-
ting for the couple’s 
four children. Greg had 
just gotten his pilot li-
cense, so they rented a 
rickety, fabric plane. Off 
they flew to Florida to 
board a big jet to Nas-
sau. 
   Apprehension set in 
as the tiny craft climbed 
to avoid Carswell AFB 
airspace. A radio mes-
sage--instructing Greg 
to change frequencies-- 
was voiced by the band 
booster president, an 
FAA employee, who 
said, “GOOD MORN-
ING, GREG! GOOD 
MORNING, LETA!”….
*****
Dr. Newbury is a for-
mer educator who 
writes weekly and 
is a longtime public 
speaker. Comments/
speaking inquiries to: 
newbury@speakerdoc.
com. Phone: 817-447-
3872. Web site: www.
speakerdoc.com Twit-
ter: @donnewbury. 
Facebook: don new-
bury 

THE IDLE AMERICAN

   I’m ‘Tooting’ Their Horns…
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury

Gregg Berry
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FREE Dogs & Cats: 
Chiweenies puppies.  1 
black lab. Black Lab 
puppies, 1 Great Dane, 1 
Pit Bull. These are all free 
to a good home. Please call 
903-431-4398                   tf
FOR SALE: Chest type 
freezer. $300. Like new. 
Call 903-450-2672. Green-
ville, Tx.             tf
FOR SALE: 65” Sony 
wide screen projection 
TV. $200. Call 903-348-
5820.                              tf
WILL PAY someone 
$100 to cut and haul off 
2 fallen trees. Call 903-
348-5820.
FOR SALE: 2017 RV, 38’ 
long, 3 slides, 2 air condi-
tioners, 1 fireplace. Nice, 
smoke free and no pets 
inside. Kept in a garage. 
$23,900. 903-439-7965 or 
903-491-1618.                 tf

Real Estate

Employment

Education Miscellaneous

MiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneous

Real Estate

F A R M E R S , 
LANDSCAPERS or 
GARDENERS, did you or 
a loved one use Roundup 
Weed Killer and were 
diagnosed with NON-
HODGKINS LYMPHOMA 
(Cancer)? You may be 
entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727   
tf

FOR SALE: 2 burial plots 
at Restlawn Cemetery. 
$1,200 each. Call 903-348-
5820.                                      tf

LAND FOR SALE by own-
er.  35 acres north Hopkins 
County. Call 903-862-3279.   
(tf)

FOR SALE: 4 tires & 
wheels. 285/50R20. 
Vogue White Walls. 
903-348-4949.               tf
      

GREAT PRICES -  LIKE NEW ITEMS!
CALL 903-348-5820

FOR SALE: Maple 
double dresser & mirror. 
$100. 2 TV stands. $25 
each.  Hardrock maple 
dining table with 6 chairs  
&  2 leafs.   PRICE 
REDUCED to $300. 

FOR SALE: NEW 2015 
GMC Sierra Mirrors, 
electric. $350.  NEW 2018 
GMC Acadia Denali Grill 
$350. 

FOR SALE: Whirlpool 
clothes dryer. $125 
Good Condition.  White. 
903-348-5820

FOR SALE: Marble blue 
& white shower stall, 3 
ft. wide x 4 ft long x 7 ft. 
tall. Whirlpool tub 40” x 
72”, 2 sink vanity, 5’ long 
x 21” wide. All fixtures 
$1,000. 

EMPLOYMENT:  House
leveling. Mobile home 
releveling, foundation 
repair. Call 903-456-
6927.                             tf

Open daily Hwy. 154 
South Fruit Stand. Lots of 
great food, fesh tomatoes, 
all kinds of jams, jellies, 
salsa, honey, ribbon cane 
syrup and homemade 
fried pies. Hope to see you 
there!                                   tf

Autos Wanted

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!!!  All Makes/Mod-
els 2002-2019! Any 
Condition. Running or 
Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-
985-1806

Place in Education

AIRLINE MECHANIC 
TRAINING – Get FAA 
Technician certifica-
tion. Approved for mili-
tary benefits.  Financial 
Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-
453-6204

Place in Miscellaneous

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-520-
7938

Become a Published 
Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submis-
sions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distri-
bution Call for Your 
Free Author’s Guide 
1-877-626-2213

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 
Claim?  Call Bill Gor-
don & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability At-
torneys, 1-855-498-
6323! FREE Consulta-
tions. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-855-404-2366 

Education

Miscellaneous

Sales & Service
Residential ~ Commercial

903-438-1970
903-348-6170
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Answers On Pg. 7

Miscellaneous MiscellaneousMiscellaneous

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 888-
609-2189

Cross country Mov-
ing, Long distance 
Moving Company, out 
of state move $799 
Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on 
your Long distance 
move. 1-844-452-1706

Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! Ask 
how to get the Next Gen-
eration Samsung Gal-
axy S10e FREE. FREE 
iPhone with AT&T’s Buy 
one, Give One. While 
supplies last! CALL 
1-866-565-8452 or www.
freephonesnow.com//
cadnet

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-402-
0373

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-855-481-
3969 or visit www.walkin-
tubquote.com/national

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
Coverage for [350+ ] 
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance -NOT just 
a discount plan. [Don’t 
wait!] Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-877-308-2834 www.
dental50plus.com/cadnet 
#6258
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 Obits

Don McDonald
Private graveside service for Don McDonald, age 83, of Sulphur Springs, was held Monday, May 4, 2020 at Brigham 
Cemetery in Campbell with Bro. Al Davis officiating. Mr. McDonald passed away Thursday, April 30, 2020 at Christus 
Mother Frances Hospital in Tyler.
Don McDonald was born July 29, 1936 in Cooper, Texas to Ernest McDonald and Mattie (Helm) McDonald. He married 
Martha Luman in Dallas, Texas on September 22, 1972. Mr. McDonald is survived by his wife, Martha McDonald; sons, 
Gary Don McDonald and wife, Caryn, of Michigan, Jeff Herndon of Sulphur Springs; daughters, Sheila Offer and husband, 
Paul, of Dallas, Karen Russell and husband, Robert, of Winnsboro; grandchildren, Abby McDonald, Priscilla Pardun, Lacie 
Pardun, Ed Pardun, Jr., Jennifer Meador, Bucky Walters, Matt Walters and wife, Fallon; great-grandchildren, Trinity, 

Chloe, Payton, Jacob, Clay, Riley, Hunter, Dillon, Preslea, Lyla, and Addi.
He is preceded in death by his parents; brother, Herschel McDonald; and sisters, Helen Akard and Francis McDonald.

Lavenia Mobley
Private funeral service for Lavenia Mobley, age 88, of Sulphur Springs, TX was held on Friday, May 1, 2020 at Murray-Orwosky 
Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. Darel Roach officiating. Interment will take place at Ridgeway Cemetery with Tommy Mobley, 
Eric Jackson, Bryan Holt, Billy Logsdon, Mason Virgel, Richard Holt and Russell Melton serving as pallbearers and Dean 
Mobley, Glenn Mobley, Billy Scott, and Doug Doss as honorary pallbearers. Visitation will be from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. on 
Thursday April 30, 2020. Mrs. Mobley passed away on April 28, 2020 at Mother Frances Hospital in
Tyler, TX.
Lavenia was born on April 23, 1932 in Lakeview, TX to F.P. and Lucille Stewart. She married Wayne Mobley in Cumby, TX 
on October 23, 1948. She worked as a housekeeper at the Hopkins County Memorial Hospital and was a member at the Peerless 
Baptist Church. She is survived by daughter, Linda Jackson; son, Billy Mobley and wife, Linda; grandchildren, Kae Mobley, 

Tommy Mobley and wife, Casi; and Eric Jackson and wife, Cady; great grandchildren, Averi Mobley, Jamison Mobley, and Tucker Jackson; sisters 
in law, Gloria Don Holt, Vickie Sims, and Joyce Bledsoe. Lavenia was preceded in death by her parents; husband; and sisters, Barbara Large and 
Sue Mason.
Arrangements were under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home. The online register can be signed at www.murrayorwosky.com

Kellena Hambrick
Private graveside service for Kellena Hambrick age 90, of Sulphur Springs was held at Shooks Chapel in Sulphur Springs, TX 
on Friday May 01, 2020. There was no formal visitation. Mrs. Hambrick passed away at her residence in Sulphur Springs, TX.
Kellena was born on February 26, 1930 in Bethel Springs, TN to Dennis Wells and Clarissa Anne Reynolds. She married GB 
Hambrick in Biggers, AR on March 1, 1947. She was the proud owner of the Hambrick Sales and was a lovely mother and wife 
to his children and husband GB. Kellena was also, a member of the New Beginnings Fellowship Baptist Church.
She is survived by daughter, Jan Allison; grandchildren, Stephen and wife, Dana, Blake Ladd, Bryan Ladd and wife, Katharine, 
Shane Allison and wife, Carrie, Ashley Holt and husband, Matt, Luke Allison, and Sarah Beth Frazier; great-grandchildren, 
Christian Ladd and wife, Shelby, Jonathan Ladd and wife, Jamie, Haylee Pardue and husband, Ryan, Caitlyn Rowland, Ty Holt, 
Courtney Frazier, Taylor Frazier, Allison Frazier, Jaxon Ladd, Lia, Ladd, Karyle Ladd, Katelyn Ladd, Myra Joye Reynolds 
Harp, and Booth Lambert Reynolds; son in law, Bill Ladd. Kellena was preceded in death by her parents; husband; daughter, 
Kay Ladd; sister; brother; and son in law, Randy Allison

Arrangements were under the direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home. The online register can be signed at www.murrayorwosky.com

Cameron Blayne Davis
Private family graveside services for Cameron Blayne Davis, age 21, of Sulphur Springs, was held on Saturday, May 2, 2020 at Reilly 
Springs Cemetery with Rev. Randall Crawley officiating. A come and go visitation will be held from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., Friday, 
May 1, 2020 at West Oaks Funeral Home. Pallbearers will be Maddox Miller, Jason Arrington, Taylor Arrington, Cason Arrington, 
Carter Arrington, Toby Hume, Blake Hume, and Zach Terry. Honorary pallbearers will be Flynt Miller, Grey Miller, Miles Coker, 
Blake Fisher, Tab Bell, and Damon Wilks. Cameron passed away on April 25, 2020. He is survived by his mom, Leslie Miller and 
husband Matt of Sulphur Springs; brothers, Maddox and Flynt Miller; sister, Grey Miller; aunts and uncles, Vicki and Toby Hume, 
Charlotte and Jason Arrington, Debbie Coker, Jamie and Matthew Mattison; cousins, Kaylon and Blake Hume, Taylor, Baylie, Ca-
son, Rylie, and Carter Arrington, Madilyne and Miles Coker; grandparents, Keith and Barbara Bailey, Rodney Miller, Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Evans; and great-grandpa, James Jackson. He was preceded in death by grandparents, George and Helen Crawley, Delores 
Miller; aunt, Jesicia Coker; and cousin, Marty Crawley. Arrangements were under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.
westoaksfuneralhome.com
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Want To Buy

MiscellaneousMiscellaneous

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

**STOP STRUGGLING 
ON THE STAIRS**  
Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  
Call now for $250 OFF 
your stairlift purchase 
and FREE DVD & bro-
chure!  1-866-471-1334
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-
Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built 
in!  FREE Standard In-
stallation for lease cus-
tomers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-855-973-9254

DISH Network $59.99 
For 190 Channels! 
Add High Speed Inter-
net for ONLY $19.95/
month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best 
Value & Technology. 
FREE Installation. Call 
1-855-837-9146 (some 
restrictions apply)

Wants to purchase min-
erals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send de-
tails to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

Sales & Service
Residential ~ Commercial

903-438-1970
903-348-6170

Find It In The Classifieds!

903-885-9966

Drive away with a wheel deal from
 the classifieds.
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