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Youth-led Modern
Divergence interna-
tional organization
co-founded by EVHS
junior SEE PAGE 3

City of San Jose
slashes budget, 
approves new 
sexual assault unit
SEE PAGE 12

District 8 Report
COVID-19 response across the

Bay Area begins new phase
SEE PAGE 15

School year may start in July
or August as lower-risk
businesses ‘gradually’ reopen

T
he next school year may
start as early as July or August
for many districts through‐

out California to make up for
learning lost this spring as part of
a larger scheme to reopen lower‐
risk businesses.

The early start of the school
year would only be possible with
physical changes to school envi‐
ronments including staggered at‐
tendance.  

“We recognize there’s been a
learning loss because of this dis‐
ruption,” Governor Newsom said.
“We might want to consider get‐
ting that school year moved up a
little bit.”

“Over the last few weeks, hospi‐
talizations and intensive‐care ad‐
missions have stabilized, said Dr.
Sonia Angell, director of the state’s
Department of Public Health. “If
that trend continues, businesses
like manufacturing facilities, retail
businesses and some offices could
re‐open with physical changes”

Reopening of higher‐risk busi‐
nesses like barber shops and nail
salons still remains months
away, Newsom said, with high‐
est‐risk venues like concerts and
convention centers even further
down the road.

Fundraiser for clean water 
Evergreen Valley High
School to host virtual
family walk / run
global fundraiser for
clean water: May 16

A
lthough the “shelter in place” procedures continue
to confine us indoors, we still receive an abundant
supply of water, an amazing privilege that is keeping

us alive during these unusual times. 
The same, however, can’t be said for many in developing

countries who struggle without adequate water sources.
More than 14 million women and 3 million children are
forced to walk long distances barefoot to collect water
from polluted rivers and ponds. Often going multiple times
a day, they spend an average time ranging from 30 min‐
utes to 3 hours to collect water.

Without access to clean water, people are unable to stay
hygienic, wash their hands, and maintain cleanliness to 

See FUNDRAISER, page 2
Evergreen Valley Highs School is hosting a virtual charity walk/run, Global 6K For Water, on May
16 thanks to the work of Zuhair Rao (left) and Team Captain Rahul Cherkuri.

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

Disposable gloves
litter Evergreen 
Village Square

E
ver since the shelter in place man‐
date was initiated there have been
many instances of used disposable

glove littering streets and sidewalks es‐
pecially near food stores. 

Evergreen resident Robert Malonso
has been volunteering his time to pick
up the trash items at the Square includ‐
ing disposable gloves left by uncaring
residents. 

“Just a kind reminder to everyone to
please throw trash, especially dispos‐
able gloves, in the proper place,” Malon‐
so said. “Be safe!”

Pictured is a typical daily scene at
Evergreen Village Square across from
BofA.

Disposable gloves line the streets and sidewalks at Ever-
green Village Square.

Evergreen resident Robert Malonso volunteers his time
to pick up discarded disposable gloves during the
COVID-19 pandemic at Evergreen Village Square.  



Fundraiser
Continued from page 1
reduce their chances of contracting the
deadly diseases, an issue that is especially
relevant today. 

Daily, nearly 1,000 children under the
age of 5 die from diarrhea caused by con‐
taminated water. Furthermore, these chil‐
dren suffer from health problems because
they lack the nutrition to embark on this
journey and carry a load of water ‐ averag‐
ing 44 pounds ‐ back from their source.

They are forced to spend their lives suffer‐
ing to collect unhygienic water every day. 

To combat this issue, students from Ever‐
green Valley High School, Rahul Cherkuri
and Zuhair Rao have taken an initiative to
host a virtual charity run/walk. This local
effort is a part of the annual Global 6K For
Water, the world's largest virtual family
walk, run, and fundraiser for clean water on
May 16th.

Join thousands of people across the globe
in our mission to bring life‐changing clean
water to communities around the world.
This year, the 6K will be a virtual event,

meaning you can choose to walk/run 6 km
individually or with your family from any
place of your wish ‐ in local parks, neigh‐
borhoods, or school fields ‐ on May 16th.
Participants will be provided a T‐shirt,
medal, and bib with the picture of a child
who will benefit from this event. 

Everyone deserves access to clean water.
Every step we take is one they won’t have
to. Sign up to walk/run this event virtually.
For $50, World Vision can provide a child in
a developing country with clean water that
lasts for years to come! If you do not want to
participate in the event or are not able to

pay $50, please consider donating any
amount that you can to this cause. 100% of
the registration fees and donations go to‐
ward clean water!

Please visit: tinyurl.com/SJ4Water to
sign up, donate, or learn more about the
event and our impact.

4th of July parade 
postponed, not cancelled;
Veterans Day Parade is in
planning mode

The Rose White & Blue 4th of July Pa‑
rade has been postponed, not cancelled for
this year.  

Instead of just canceling, the 4th of July
Parade team has decided to postpone the
date of the 4th, and the team is working on
possibly doing a parade on Labor Day.
There may also be a car show added to the
event. 

The Veterans Day Parade 
The Veterans Day Parade, now in the

planning stages with team members head‐
ed by Col. Ray Watts, will most likely take
place as scheduled in November. Rules are
in the planning stages with parade presi‐
dent to be safe and respect social distanc‐
ing. The team is working closely with the
City of San Jose   to make the parade, which
began in 1918, safe for all.  

Times Classifieds Work!
(408) 494‑7000
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WE’RE ONLINE!
Please let your family and friends know

that the Evergreen Times is ONLINE!

WWW.EVERGREENTIMES.COM

Times Community News

M
aham Kazmi, a junior at Evergreen
Valley High School, co‐founded Mod‐
ern Divergence, along with Faith

Ajanaku and Maxine Magtoto. The organi‐
zation seeks to promote awareness regard‐
ing mental health stigma.

Maham said she was inspired to start
Modern Divergence (MoDiv) after her hos‐
pitalization resulted in the stigma around
mental health.  It made her unable to reach
out to her pediatrician and loved ones for
emotional support.     

“Modern Divergence is an international,
youth‐led organization that seeks to pro‐
mote awareness around how mental health
stigma impacts the efficiency of pediatric
healthcare, as well as celebrate neurodiver‐
gence (cognitive and sociological condi‐
tions that deviate from the norm) amongst
the youth,” Maham said.    

As a remote initiative, MoDiv members
reside in different parts of the country, en‐
gaging in both virtual projects and partici‐
pating to better their local communities.
The organization’s projects reflect core val‐
ues for diversity by creating podcast
episodes, host conferences with profes‐

sionals in the medical and psychiatric
fields, and even conducting some of its own
research. MoDiv values straightforward‐
ness and honesty, hoping to create vulnera‐
ble, open‐ended spaces for teenagers and
adults alike to discuss their mental health
experiences.   

MoDiv will unite teenagers to explore
their internalized stigma towards mental
health.  MoDiv Talks covers three general
topics: how stigma affects healthcare, deal‐
ing with diagnosis, and exploring the
teenage realm of mental health. While dis‐
cussing relevant topics like toxic masculini‐
ty, mental health in the college admissions
system, and even racism, we aim to feature
authentic teenage voices and opinions in
each episode.    

Maham said the organization utilizes In‐
stagram (@moderndivergence) for up‐
dates on when the MoDiv podcast will be
published to Spotify, iTunes, SoundCloud
and more. RSVP forms for the MoDiv May
23 webinar ‐ “Your Diagnosis Does Not De‐
fine You” – is now available on the organiza‐
tion’s website.      

“We strive to be able to help those strug‐

gling with mental health get the help they
need by creating a supportive environment
and working towards neurodivergent
equality,” Maham said. “We hope that
through our efforts, kids and teens will seek
help from their physicians in ways we nev‐
er felt we could.” 

Maham invites those interested to collab‐
orate with MoDiv. Have a story you want to
share? Feel free to contact MoDiv by email:
moderndivergence@ gmail.com, or by In‐
stagram @moderndivergence.   

You can find more information about
Modern Divergence at their website:   mod‐
erndivergence.wixsite.com/modiv   

Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi inducts new
Evergreen residents

Charles Chau and Bich Le of Evergreen
Valley were initiated into The Honor Socie‐
ty of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest and
most selective collegiate honor society for
all academic disciplines.

Membership in Phi Kappa Phi is by invi‐
tation only and requires nomination and
approval by a chapter. Only the top 10 per‐
cent of seniors and 7.5 percent of juniors
are eligible for membership. Graduate stu‐
dents in the top 10 percent of the number of
candidates for graduate degrees may also
qualify, as do faculty, professional staff and
alumni who have achieved scholarly dis‐
tinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 un‐
der the leadership of undergraduate stu‐
dent Marcus L. Urann who had a desire to
create a different kind of honor society: one
that recognized excellence in all academic
disciplines. Today, the Society has chapters
on more than 300 campuses in the United
States and the Philippines. Its mission is "To
recognize and promote academic excel‐
lence in all fields of higher education and to
engage the community of scholars in serv‐
ice to others."

Construction, landscaping,
some outdoor activities 
allowed under new Bay
Area shelter in place order

Public health officials in six Bay Area
counties released a new shelter‐in‐place
order April 29, loosening some restric‐
tions on outdoor activities such as golf and
businesses such as construction, as well as
some forms of childcare, as the Bay Area
inches towards normalization amid the
coronavirus pandemic.

The updated order went into effect Mon‐
day May 4 and lasts the entire month while
upholding the existing social distancing
mandates and restrictions on nonessential
business.

The Bay Area’s revised order is looser in
its limits on social interactions than the
stay‐home mandates imposed by state of‐
ficials. The loosened restrictions mostly
apply to outdoor activities. All construc‐
tion will be permitted, landscaping and
gardening work can resume, and retail
nurseries will be allowed to reopen. Golf
courses will be allowed to reopen, but it
was uncertain as to whether tennis games
can resume.

“We are in a period of transition, of mod‐
ification,” Gov. Gavin Newsom said of eas‐
ing stay‐at‐home orders, though he added
a warning: “We can undo our progress in a
very short period of time.”

Day Care
The new order also allows children of

essential workers or people conducting
permitted outdoor business to gather in
“stable” groups of 12 or fewer within
childcare settings, as well as “educational
or recreational institutions or programs,”
including summer camps. Children of em‐
ployees heading back to work will now
have access to childcare. However, chil‐
dren cannot switch groups, and groups
cannot intermingle, according to the Santa
Clara County order.

Youth-led Modern Divergence international organization
co-founded by Evergreen Valley High School junior 

Modern Divergence Founders (l to r) Maham Kazmi,  Maxine Magtoto and Faith Ajanaku.
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L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R

Car flips over on
Shadow Ridge Way
in Silver Creek Bel
Aire Neighborhood

A car flipped over after hitting a
parked car on Shadow Ridge Way
in the Silver Creek Bel Aire neigh‐
borhood on April 25.

The driver was trapped inside
the car but residents were ad‐
vised that the driver not be moved
until emergency personnel could
assess the situation. A resident
held her hand until police arrived.

The driver, who suffered minor
facial injuries, said she spotted a
cat crossing the road that may
have contributed to the accident. 

Costco requires
masks and two
person limit per
membership

Costco locations, including its
gas stations are now requiring
customers and employees alike
to wear face‐coverings or masks.

The requirement does not ap‐
ply to children under the age of
two or to people who are unable
to wear a mask or face covering
due to a medical condition, ac‐
cording to a Costco statement.

In addition, the company up‐
dated its special operating hours
for members over the age of 60.
Select Costco warehouses will be
open from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m., Mon‐
day through Friday for members
ages 60 and older, and people
with disabilities. 

“The use of a mask or face cov‐
ering should not be seen as a sub‐
stitute for social distancing,” the
statement reads. “Please contin‐
ue to observe rules regarding ap‐
propriate distancing while on
Costco premises.”

U.S. Costco warehouses are
also implementing a two‐person
limit per membership card to en‐
ter the facilities. 

New teacher seeks
election  protection

Dear editor, 
My name is Matthew. I am a

newly credentialed public school
teacher here in San Jose. 

There are many things up in
the air right now, but our democ‐
racy shouldn't be. Experts esti‐
mate we need at least 4 billion
dollars to make sure states can
prepare for elections in the time
of corona‐virus. Otherwise mil‐
lions of voters might be disen‐
franchised. 

Congress passed 400 million
which gets the process started.
Every voter needs safe options to
vote by mail, early and on elec‐
tion day. Congress must pass ad‐
ditional funding to make sure our
November elections are pre‐
pared for this unprecedented
threat. 

Matthew Abely 

More Evergreen 
Valley College 
information offered

Dear Editor,
Thanks for relaying E.T.s info

on EVC.  I would like to add my "2
cents" & "# me too, sense" to this
matter. 

Enrollment discrepancy among
all community colleges in the
South Bay has long been a serious
and unaddressed problem. De
Anza College is a key to the prob‐
lem. They have no place to ex‐
pand except up, which is too ex‐
pensive, or use the last of their
open spaces, the baseball and
football fields, which, unfortu‐
nately, they are doing. The col‐
lege has over 30,000 students
and only "5" parking spaces. Even
with multi‐story parking garages
students still have great difficulty
finding a space. Parking tickets
are handed out daily, like Hal‐
loween candy. 

On the other side of the valley,
Evergreen Valley has less than
three thousand students and so
much extra land that they are try‐
ing to sell it off to developers.

West Valley, Mission, Ohlone,
Foothill, and Gavilan have much,
much lower enrollments than De
Anza, and the room to expand.

So what has led to this situa‐
tion? It began when community
colleges were no longer able to
restrict enrollment to just stu‐
dents in their district. Some ex‐
ceptions were made for reasons
like subject offerings. When the
"district only" rule was abolished,
many "out‐of‐district" students
started flocking to De Anza.  In
short time the composition of
racial makeup at the various cam‐
puses began to appear very ho‐
mogeneous, or at least stereo‐
typed. The "talk" and gossip, indi‐
cated certain racial groups tend‐
ed to attend certain colleges.
Added to this trend were stu‐
dents wanting to go where their
friends went. De Anza had some‐
how become, or been identified
as, a more preferred, or more
highly successful, academic insti‐
tution. 

De Anza is a commuter college.
No students live on campus.
Housing is extremely expensive

and scarce in Cupertino, thus stu‐
dents commute daily to campus.
Students are driving to De Anza
from as far away as Hayward, Liv‐
ermore, Gilroy, and Santa Cruz.
This puts 30,000 extra cars on
freeways, every day, twice a day.
De Anza had a bomb scare one
day. It took campus security
"three months" to evacuate the
campus. (As an "aside": Try to
imagine how long it would take to
evacuate the Bay Area in the
event of a nuclear attack warning,
especially if it only takes a missile
15 minutes to get here.)

EVC claims it is unable to offer
more classes due to budget limi‐
tations. The obvious solution is a
"no brainer":  send some of De
Anza's money and faculty to EVC.
Some faculty already live on that
side of the valley.  I can personal‐
ly assure students that faculty at
EVC are as equally qualified and
capable as those at De Anza or the
other community colleges. Stop
enrolling students based on pop‐
ularity or undeserved reputa‐
tions. Maybe the pandemic will
result in correcting the enroll‐

ment imbalance by utilizing and
creating more on line courses.
The lower traffic on freeways
sure is a welcome blessing.

You are welcome to share these
thoughts with the E.T. or whoever
might be interested.

Chuck Dougherty, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus
San Jose

What have we
learned from
COVID‑19?

Dear Editor,
What have we learned from

our experience with the covid‐19
virus?

We should have learned the fol‐
lowing:

• The CCP's (Chinese Commu‐
nist Party) lies and actions were
responsible for letting the coron‐
avirus grow in Wuhan and then
be taken all around the world by
Chinese New Year visitors, as
they returned to their homes
around the world. 

• The WHO (World Health Or‐
ganization) helped the CCP pro‐
mote the lie that the coronavirus
was NOT transmissible, when
they knew it was transmissible. 

• The Chinese people are NOT
responsible for the Covid‐19 pan‐
demic, BUT their rulers (the CCP)
are. 

• The Chinese people do not
have any power. Remember the
CCP throttled Dr. Li when he tried
to warn people.

• As soon as the WHO admitted
the virus was transmissible, Pres‐
ident Trump closed the USA to
people coming from China and
the Democrat party accused
President Trump of racism. 

• Currently the Democrat party
is blaming President for not clos‐
ing the border sooner and not
closing it also to Chinese who
were American citizens.

• 60% of the members of the
Democratic Party believe that
President Trump is more respon‐
sible for our problems with the
COVID‐19 virus than the CCP is. 

See LETTERS, page 6

PHOTO OP
Hummingbird – Here is another photo that lifts our spirits dur‐
ing the COVID ‐19 crises.  “It’s nice to be able to enjoy such beauti‐
ful things in nature,” said photographer Purvi Patel.

mailto:williamb@timesmediainc.com
mailto:williamb@timesmediainc.com
mailto:graphics@timesmediainc.com
mailto:editorial@timesmediainc.com
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Letters
Continued from  page 4

• In all the countries around the world that are fighting
the  COVID‐19 virus pandemic, NO ONE has blamed Presi‐
dent Trump for the pandemic, except 60% of the American
Democrats.

• The most important thing we should have learned is to
NEVER TRUST THE CCP.

• Perhaps we should have also learned that although Bill
Gates claimed for several years to be concerned about pos‐
sible pandemics coming, his own state was totally unpre‐
pared for COVID‐19 virus. 

• Now that we are fighting the COVID‐19 virus pandemic,
Bill Gates claims that we should not be trying to determine
the origin of the virus, because he thinks that would “dis‐
tract” from the efforts to fight the virus. Knowing where the
virus came from seems KEY in fighting it and perhaps key
to stopping a future virus from coming from the same
place. It is important to know if the virus came from a CCP
virus lab or from the Wuhan wet market.

• Perhaps it is also important to know that Bill Gates does
not want the public to know where the virus originated. 

Louise Cate

Neighbors face challenges 
from Temple project

Dear Editor,
I would like to highlight the challenges Evergreen neigh‐

bors are facing to collaborate with the Kampuchea Temple
Foundation on a project at 2740 Ruby Ave. 

Leadership of the Evergreen Neighborhood Core Group,
which formed to inform and get input from neighbors
about the Temple project, had published an article in Janu‐
ary with a detailed list of issues visit: timesmedia.page‐
flip.site/editions/ET50367#page/5 and requested that the
Temple Foundation collaborate with us. But, they seem to
continue to ignore and put neighbors through unnecessary
hardship.

The most recent issue: the property owners have initiat‐
ed a demolition and have commenced work on April 22,
2020 using the cover of a prior crime of drug activity and
possible gang activity at the site prior to property owners
maintaining and fencing off their property during shelter‐
in‐place. 

Given that the entire state is under lockdown, this came
as a shock when they commenced the project with zero
days notification to the neighbors before they started
working. We had to work very hard to reach out to get in‐
formation on the demolition scope of work, and, even days
later, we don't have the full picture of what has and will
continue to be done while we are on lock down. Neighbors
had zero time to prepare. Perhaps under normal circum‐
stances, when people could move about freely, the impacts
of demolition would not be so severe. But, given that all the
neighbors ‐ including our kids ‐ must attend classes and
work from home ‐ the noise and the dust made this a horri‐
ble experience for us. This has given a taste of how bad the
noise and dust are going to be if they start any grading or
digging for the actual project which could be worse. This
misstep demonstrates that Temple Foundation is not truly
concerned with neighbors' health and welfare.  

Bottomline, there were no exigent circumstances that

residents see or have been notified about that demanded
this demolition without any notification especially during
this time of crisis. 

The neighborhood deserves better than this. What is it
going to take for the Temple developer to put their actions
where their own words are and start an honest dialogue so
that we can work together with mutual respect to see a
beautiful right‐sized Temple that is compatible with the
neighborhood developed. 

Evergreen Neighborhood Core Group

CHANGING ENVIRONMENT
Replaced with people exercising health to people exer‐

cising addiction was seen recently at Silver Oak School in
Evergreen Valley. “We went from brothers playing horse on
a basketball court, a lady walking laps and a couple running
their dog to a gated up school, basketball hoops removed,”
said Silver Creek resident Sean Sinatra. “It looks like a jun‐
gle with beer cans and left over weed bags. I'd prefer to see
healthy activity and trust my neighbor (not control).” 

Photos by Sean Sinatra
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Op Ed

The Old Barn
By Janet Huggins Holt

Special to the Times

E
veryone has memories they cherish,
mine include favorite scenes and
structures that add graceful charm to

an otherwise ordinary landscape. 
I sometimes take for granted these old

treasures but know they may be gone one
day struck down by progress or necessity
and replaced with something else. Now
more than ever as more people move here,
live or work here every piece of infill land in
San Jose is being eyed toward development.
We are experiencing such rapid new
growth and with the addition of Google in
the years to come San Jose could become al‐
most unrecognizable.

Last week, my heart ached a little when
three old barns on nearby property were
torn down. One of those barns was more
than a century old. The smaller of the three
was built in 1910. The largest weathered
and worn, served more than 90 years use
for all the families who lived and worked
there and provided shelter within its tim‐
bers for vehicles, farming equipment and
implements. It had history, real history.

The charming old McClay barns were
part of the remains of a centuries old fruit
ranch established before the 1850’s situat‐
ed in the lower north Evergreen foothills at
the Ruby Ave and Norwood intersection. 

The original owner of the 161‐acre prop‐
erty was the multigenerational orchardist
family patriarch William McClay. His land
included the Ruby/Norwood property that
remained in the family for generations. The
ranch was sold in 1951 to a farming, distri‐
bution and grocery family unit, the Arata’s
and part of that family built the mid‐centu‐
ry ranch‐style home (1959). They kept a
vineyard and orchard, farmed some land
and sold other parts. 

In 1970 the corner property at Ruby/
Norwood now consisting of a little less than
two acres with the 1959 ranch style home,
original old ranch barns, board and batt
sheds and a large wooden overhead shade
structure was sold to Dr. Nels and Stella
Ahnlund as their family home. Dr. Ahnlund
practiced medicine at a local San Jose hos‐
pital. In the late 1980’s subdivisions were
built and surround the property on two
sides and faced Ruby and Norwood on the
other two. Years later the property zoned sin‐
gle family residential was sold again for de‐
velopment. As of last week, all the structures
have been torn down.

The usefulness of our ag history outlived
itself decades ago after being pushed out by
taxes, lack of water rights, and technology.
A new kind of valley was being born and
provided opportunities. Our tract home
here in Evergreen is on what was once a
plum orchard. We have the non‐producing
plum trees as a reminder. It offers a feeling
of rural life. When I was little, we lived in
Willow Glen where a cherry orchard once
stood. We had three trees, two kinds of the

best producing cherry trees giving us buck‐
ets and buckets of sweet fruit. In springtime
as mom drove through roads lined with or‐
chards, the blossoms would rain down all
around the car and for as far as I could see
the trees were loaded with blossoms, it was
magical. When we moved to Almaden,
there were old abandoned wells, ponds,
streams; again, kid paradise. I watched the

barns, horse stables, ranches, orchards all
disappear to housing.

Looking at the photo of the century old
hand‐built barn turned into large heaps of
rubble demolished, not even worthy of de‐
construction, it all seemed so callous. But
that is just my view. I love history, what
came before us, memories of a different
time, the beauty of the old valley.

The beginning of the destruction of the old barn.
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KERRY
SEXTON

ksexton@apr.com
silvercreekvalley4sale.com

(408) 476-4844

Thinking of selling? 
27+ yrs. experience

William Bailon Singh
Broker/Owner
408-859-9722

DRE 01086284

Your Realtor ad
here: just $89!
Call now to place your ad
by phone: (408) 483-5458

Evergreen Real Estate Directory

Surf.Surf. EvergreenTimes.
com

MARGARET &
DAVID YOST

team@yostgroup.com

(408) 599-2130 
www.YostGroup.com

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

JACKIE 
JONES

jjones@cbnorcal.com

(408) 315-6186 
JackieJonesSells.com

LISA
GAULT

(408) 202-1959 
FindHomesAndLoans.net

Should schools 
issue grades or
pass or fail amid
the coronavirus
pandemic?

S
chools nationwide are debat‐
ing whether to issue grades
to high school students dur‐

ing the coronavirus pandemic. 
Many school administrators

have encountered stiff resistance
to the idea of dropping grades,
even temporarily with parents
raising concerns about the ability
of high achievers to compete in
selective college admissions. Oth‐
ers worry that eschewing grades
means students will have less in‐
centive to participate in curricu‐
lum through distance learning.

Some schools have dropped let‐
ter grades altogether, while oth‐
ers, such as Valley Christian, are
guaranteeing letter grades ensur‐
ing that students’ performance
will be counted during the health
crisis.

Over the past few weeks, many
public schools in California have
adopted what is called a “hold
harmless” approach to grades.
The approach allows students to
use the rest of the semester to im‐
prove their scores, but their final
grades cannot drop lower than
they were before schools shut
down.

The University of California
system, said it will not penalize
applicants who do not get letter
grades this semester — but it will
still consider grades from those
who have them.

Most agree that long‐term in‐
equities — such as lack of access
to quality housing, health care
and technology — had been mag‐
nified during the crisis, making it
difficult for some students to
make the most of the transition to
distance learning.  
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By Dave Cortese
Special to the Times

W
e need to listen to the ex‐
perts as we flatten the
curve of coronavirus

cases and continue to follow the
guidelines, including staying at
home as much as possible, staying
at least six feet apart from people
you don’t live with
and wearing a mask
in stores and other
places where you may
be close to others.

I will continue to
ask for more help for
our unhoused resi‐
dents who are also
struggling with this
disease, keep explor‐
ing how we can get
people back to work
and make sure that
the County is being as
transparent as possi‐
ble about the virus and where we
are finding outbreaks of cases.

I will keep you informed about
any other details about the new
Shelter in Place Order, but most
of the current restrictions are
likely to stay in place. The new
order will include limited easing
of specific restrictions for a small
number of lower‐risk activities,
but I don’t have specifics at this
time.

Your cooperation in following
the guidelines and the sacrifices
you have made have helped us to
make substantial progress on the
spread of the virus and ensure
that our hospitals have not been
overwhelmed. But at this stage of
the pandemic, we need to keep up
these efforts, so we don’t lose the
progress we have made together.

Thank you again for all you do
for each other and your contribu‐
tions to the community during the
biggest health crisis in our life‐
times.

For questions and concerns,
please call my office at 408‐299‐
5030, email me at Dave.cortese
@bos.sccgov.org and visit the Dis‐
trict 3 website, supervisorcortese.
org.

Home Meals for Seniors Program
A new program to help provide

meals for seniors and help restau‐
rants stay in business is coming to
Santa Clara County. Governor
Gavin Newsom announced a pro‐
gram called Restaurants Deliver:
Home Meals for Seniors Program.

This program is available for
residents who are
over age 65 or are at
high risk for COVID‐19
and who are not re‐
ceiving assistance
from another federal
program. Participants
who live alone cannot
receive more than
$74,940 in income,
and $101,460 for a
household of two eli‐
gible participants.
They must not be able
to prepare meals or
receive them in other

ways.
The County’s Adult and Aging

Services Department, part of the
Social Services Agency, will ad‐
minister the program and select
the restaurants, which will be re‐
imbursed at a cost of $66 a day for
each senior who is served three
meals a day.  The Federal Emer‐
gency Management Agency will
provide 75 percent of the cost, the
state will share 19 percent, and
the County will take on 6 percent.
FEMA will pay its share of the
costs through May 10, but there
may be extensions.

Older residents who want to
know if they quality to participate
should call 2‐1‐1, a call center op‐
erated by United Way of Silicon
Valley to answer questions about
coronavirus, 24/7 in many differ‐
ent languages.

Those are the nuts and bolts of
the program. But the intent is to
connect seniors who are isolating
at home with restaurant owners
and workers who have lost busi‐
ness during this pandemic.

Based on the California Health
Interview Survey, there are 5.7
million Californians over age 65,
with 1.2 million living alone.

County offers aid for
dealing with COVID-19

County
Report

By Dave Cortese
Supervisor

mailto:@bos.sccgov.org
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By Nadia Lopez
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

T
he San Jose City Council unanimous‐
ly approved making massive cuts to
the city budget for the next fiscal

year, as officials brace for an expected
shortfall of at least $45 million due to the
COVID‐19 pandemic on April 28.

“It’s going to be a long road for us,”
Budget Director Jim Shannon said. “When
we released our forecasts we had before
COVID, we had no deficit in 2021. But
then, we did have a deficit projected in the
following fiscal year. Things have only
gotten worse since then.”

Two of the city’s biggest revenue
streams — construction and city‐led
events — have dropped significantly. San
Jose’s development fee program, which is
supported by private construction con‐
tracts, is likely to drop by 40 percent be‐
tween April and June, City Manager Dave
Sykes said. Similarly, Team San Jose — a
nonprofit that manages the city’s tourism,
arts and cultural centers — has already
undergone two rounds of layoffs due to
event cancellations.

San Jose will slash nearly $30 million
from its budget for the next year to help
avoid layoffs and save funds. The cuts will
span across city departments, programs
and future projects and will include a re‐
duction in expenses. That includes $1.5
million in cuts to the South San José Police
Substation, $1.3 million in workers’ com‐
pensation‐related savings and about
$500,000 from the city’s business cooper‐
ation program, which is a reporting and
tax allocation program that offers rebates
for certain tax payments.

The city will also pull funds from sever‐
al programs and improvement projects,
such as $3 million from the city facilities’
emergency power generation as well as
more than $600,000 from several traffic‐
calming and safety roadway improve‐
ments.

In addition to the cuts, Sykes plans on
offsetting the estimated shortfall with
sales tax revenue generated from an $18

million agreement with eBay, the $2.6
million sale of the Hayes Mansion and us‐
ing $24.4 million from reduced expendi‐
tures and in liquidated reserves.

City officials expect to release the pro‐
posed budget for next year on May 8.

Sexual assault work plan
Following an upward trend in sexual

assault cases across the city, the San Jose
council on Tuesday unanimously ap‐
proved $690,000 to train law enforce‐
ment officials to combat the issue.

The new funds will provide the San Jose
Police Department with “Trauma In‐
formed Care” training, and additional
staffing for a Special Victims Unit and new
materials.

“We’re gonna have to expect a real in‐
crease in these crimes,” Councilmember
Sylvia Arenas said. “By sheltering in place,
there’s a definite opportunity for some of
these perpetrators to continue with this
type of crime, especially for the children
that we know to be the overly represent‐
ed number in San Jose.”

The unit will include two officers who
will work on cases involving internet
crimes against children, child exploita‐
tion, human trafficking and sexual offend‐
ers.

About $153,000 of the funds will be
spent on materials, including six new ve‐
hicles, analytic software and GPS track‐
ers, while $150,000 will be spent on trau‐
ma informed care, which provides police
officers with sensitivity training and men‐
tal health resources to provide emotional
wellness and prevent burnout.

The San Jose Police Department will
also reserve $62,000 for educational out‐
reach in partnership with the South Bay
Human Trafficking Coalition by creating a
promotional campaign to raise aware‐
ness on human trafficking.

At least $150,000 will be used to fund
research on challenges the city’s law en‐
forcement faces with combating the rise
of sexual assault cases, including identify‐
ing age groups and demographics for 

See COUNCIL, page 15

San Jose Police Chief Eddie Garcia and Mayor Sam Liccardo encourage residents to report peo-
ple who don't comply with 'stay-at-home' orders amid coronavirus pandemic.

City of San Jose slashes budget, 
approves new sexual assault unit
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COYOTES ROAM

W
ith fewer cars and less human activity, there have been in‐
creased sightings of coyotes in the Evergreen Valley. Pictured
is a young coyote ambling in the ice plant in the Villages Golf

and Country Club on Sunday morning, May 3. “There are several bun‐
nies living in the ice plant and when he looked they had all scattered,”
said Betty Hall. “He must be hungry to be out at 11a.m. or his mama did‐
n't teach him very well.”  An adult coyote was seen in the backyard of a
Villager taking a drink in the pond on Monday, May 4. The coyote
looked around the yard for several minutes before quickly leaving to‐
ward the walking path near the Meadowlands.   

Photo above by Betty Hall; photo below by Sandy Bellou

T
he city of San Jose is facing a
$45 million budget deficit,
much of it rapidly brought

on by the effects of the coron‐
avirus pandemic. 

Like other cities, San Jose
makes most of its money by col‐
lecting sales and property taxes,
but those revenue streams have
dried up due to the COVID‐19
pandemic.  Hit hard are tax rev‐
enues from automobile dealer‐
ships and hotels.

The city is now looking for ways
to cut costs, such as deferring
maintenance or building renova‐
tions, at the same time trying to
avoid staff layoffs with wage and
hiring freezes.

“This is the quickest turn‐
around I’ve ever seen,” said City
Councilmember Johnny Khamis,
who said San Jose was in good fi‐
nancial shape at the start of the
pandemic.

“We were looking at a $25‐$35
million budget surplus and we
went to a projected $45 million
dollar deficit. That’s about an $80
million swing within one month,”
Khamis said. 

San Jose has cash reserves and
many emergency expenses relat‐
ed to the pandemic are being
picked up by the state and federal
government, not coming out of
the city’s general fund.

San Jose facing a $45 million budget shortfall
due to tax revenue decline amid pandemic
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Now open for
Essential Workers!

W
ith 89 percent of adults hospital‐
ized with COVID‐19 having some
sort of pre‐existing condition, the

personal‐finance website WalletHub today
released its report on the States Offering
the Most Coronavirus Support.

The report seeks to examine how states
care for people who are at risk both health‐
wise and financially.

To identify which states offer the most
support during the COVID‐19 pandemic,
WalletHub compared the 50 states and the
District of Columbia across 17 key metrics.
Our data set ranges from whether the state
will offer free vaccinations once a vaccine
exists to the share of households in poverty
that receive social assistance. Below, you
can see highlights from the report, along
with a WalletHub Q&A.

Coronavirus Support in California
(1=Most, 25=Avg.): 

• 37th – Coronavirus Relief Fund per
Capita

• 10th – Adoption of Telehealth Services
• 47th – Share of Households in Poverty

Receiving Social Assistance
• 51st – Share of Sheltered Homeless

Population
• 6th – Unemployment Insurance Recipi‐

ency Rate

• 33rd – Ratio of Average Weekly Wage
Covered by Unemployment Benefit

For the full report, please visit:
wallethub.com/edu/states‐offering‐the‐

most‐coronavirus‐support/73333
Q&A with WalletHub 
What groups need the most support

during the coronavirus pandemic?
“It’s not just people with pre‐existing

conditions or the elderly who are vulnera‐
ble to COVID‐19. Many Americans who
aren’t at‐risk physically are in a dangerous
position financially,” said Jill Gonzalez, Wal‐
letHub analyst. “Coronavirus has caused
millions of Americans to lose their jobs,
which means unemployment insurance
and social assistance programs have be‐
come nearly as vital to fighting the pandem‐
ic as medical treatment. Now more than
ever, proper nutrition and hygiene are es‐
sential to good overall health, which makes
me especially worried about vulnerable
populations such as the homeless, who are
more likely than most to come in contact
with the virus.”  

How can people help their at‑risk
friends and neighbors?

“People can support their at‐risk friends
and neighbors in several ways, such as

See SUPPORT, page 16

Report: States offering the
most coronavirus support



By Sylvia Arenas
City Councilmember

Dear Neighbors, 

A
s we enter a new month, we also be‐
gin a new phase of COVID‐19 re‐
sponse across the Bay Area. Santa

Clara County health officials announced the
easing of some restrictions during the shel‐
ter‐in‐place and the Governor announced
more, including curbside pick‐up for retail,
starting this week. However, the order to
stay home is still in effect until the end of
May. We must continue to do our part and
stay home unless otherwise necessary for
essential trips.
Supporting our District 8 
Small Businesses

The shelter in place means that our local
businesses are struggling – so I wanted to
share with you a new database my office
has built with all the District 8 businesses
that are open and continue to operate dur‐
ing COVID‐19.  Our small businesses are the
cornerstones of our community. If you can,

consider giving your business to your
neighbors! Visit tiny.cc/D8Openbusiness to
view a list of businesses that continue to op‐
erate, updated on an on‐going basis to bring
you the latest information. 

Fighting Water Rate In‑
creases

There is another issue im‐
pacting our community that
has been top of mind. As your
City Councilmember and
neighbor, I share your con‐
cerns about Muni Water’s
proposed increases in water
rates. During these tough
times, increasing water rates
is too high a burden for fami‐
lies that are already strug‐
gling with food insecurities,
paying bills, and job loss.

I am working closely with
San Jose’s Environmental Services Depart‐
ment to eliminate any increases in our wa‐
ter bill. I do not support the proposed in‐

crease that was sent out and will continue
fighting against it.  This is why I submitted a
letter to Valley Water’s Board of Directors
advocating for the suspension of any

wholesale water cost increas‐
es proposed.

Evergreen residents are
part San Jose Municipal Wa‐
ter System – a public utility of
the City. Muni Water purchas‐
es water for Evergreen fami‐
lies from the Valley Water
District – so our prices go up
based primarily on the deci‐
sions made by Valley Water’s
Board of Directors. After
reading the letter that I sub‐
mitted during April 28th's
Valley Water Board of Direc‐
tors public hearing, their
Board agreed not to increase

their groundwater rates and to come back
for a review in 6 months. I am successfully
advocating for the suspension of Valley Wa‐

ter's wholesale water cost increases, and
now it is your turn to join me in the next
phase! 

The Board will be officially voting on
whether to adopt these rate increases on
May 12. Please join me in this effort of ad‐
vocating for a zero percent increase on wa‐
ter rates for Evergreen families! If you have
not yet sent an email to the San Jose Munic‐
ipal Water’s rate protest email address,
please send one to WaterRateProtest@san‐
joseca.gov .  Together, we can prevent this
rate increase from happening during this
economic and health crisis. 

I hope that you continue to stay safe dur‐
ing this time. Please be sure to reach out at
District8@sanjoseca.gov or 408‐535‐4908
to connect with someone on the team if you
need any support related to COVID‐19 or
anything else happening in your neighbor‐
hood.

Yours in community,
Councilwoman Sylvia Arenas
District 8

KEY COVID‑19 RESOURCES 
Santa Clara County Eases Shelter‑In‑

Place Order 
Though Santa Clara County has extended

the shelter‐in‐place order through May
31st the County will be lifting some restric‐
tions. All construction activities, certain
businesses that operate primarily outdoors
(landscaping businesses, for example), and
some outdoor activities will be allowed to
resume with specific conditions. Health Of‐
ficers have also released indicators that will
be critical to decisions in the coming weeks
and months about when and how to ease
additional shelter‐in‐place restrictions.
Learn more, here.   

Childcare for Essential Workers
The Santa Clara County Office of Educa‐

tion has launched a new web portal for es‐
sential workers who need access to child‐
care. The site offers essential workers in
Santa Clara County a breakdown of who
can apply and where there is availability of
childcare slots by age group. 

Governor Newsom also announced a
state‐wide portal for essential workers to
find child care via mychildcare.ca.gov. The
California Department of Education, Early
Learning Care Division has also created an

application process for Essential Workers
to apply for Emergency Childcare assis‐
tance. The application is available for fami‐
lies of essential workers that need childcare
and are not already enrolled in a State
Funded Child Development Program. Click
here to apply.  

Latest City Council COVID‑19 Update 
This week, City Manager Dave Sykes and

leadership from the City’s Emergency Op‐
erations Center provided an update to City
Council on the impacts of COVID‐19 and the
City’s response during Item 3.1. Specifical‐
ly, the presentation included updates on
Health Order compliance, food distribution,
homeless support services, internal com‐
munications, recovery efforts, develop‐
ment services, and the federal CARES Act.  

Federal Loan Programs for Small
Businesses and Nonprofits Reopen

Funding has been replenished for the
federal Payroll Protection Program (PPP)
and Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL)
programs. Applications are currently being
accepted from nonprofits and small busi‐
nesses. Funds are not anticipated to last
long, so apply as soon as possible. Visit
www.sba.gov/funding‐programs/loans/
coronavirus‐relief‐options for more infor‐

mation and to apply or contact the San Jose
Office of Economic Development for addi‐
tional support at 877‐880‐1222 .

Virtual Local Assistance Center for
Residents Now Available

Last week, the City launched the Virtual
Local Assistance Center for residents as
one‐stop‐shop with critical government
services for residents who have been im‐
pacted by COVID‐19. Residents and com‐
munity partners can access information
and resources for food assistance, immi‐
grant rights, housing, employment, health
and wellness, and utilities.  

Responding to Child Abuse and Neglect
Children who are being abused or neg‐

lected are more likely to go unnoticed with‐
out teachers and others to help them. Resi‐
dents are urged to contact the Child Abuse
and Neglect Hotline at 833‐SCC‐KIDS (833‐
722‐5437) if they suspect a child is at risk.
In cases of an immediate emergency, al‐
ways call 911 for law enforcement inter‐
vention. Visit the County’s Child Abuse Re‐
porting and Investigation website for more
information.  

Silicon Valley Strong Nonprofit Grants
Silicon Valley Strong is partnering with

Silicon Valley Community Foundation’s Re‐

gional Nonprofit Emergency Fund to pro‐
vide grants to local nonprofits that have ex‐
perienced unexpected costs due the COVID‐
19 pandemic. To apply visit: bit.ly/35foV9S 

SERVICE UPDATES
Street Sweeping Continues
Street sweeping continues to operate in

the City of San José, keeping fine debris out
of our creeks, rivers, and bay. Though park‐
ing enforcement is currently suspended,
we strongly encourage the public to move
vehicles off the street during scheduled
times so our sweepers can clean. Find your
scheduled day and time at sjenvironment.
org/lookup. 

2020 Aquatic Programs Cancelled
Due to the many challenges and uncer‐

tainties presented by COVID‐19 and its im‐
pacts on program preparation, summer
aquatic programs at Camden Pool, Fair
Swim Center, Mayfair Pool, and Rotary Ry‐
land Pool are cancelled for the 2020 season.
For questions about class cancellations and
refunds, contact SJregistration@sanjose‐
ca.gov, or visit bit.ly/prnscancellations for
more information about the Parks, Recre‐
ation and Neighborhood Services Depart‐
ment’s closures and cancellations.  
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COVID-19 response across the Bay Area begins new phase

Council
Continued from page 12
outreach programs and under‐
standing how relationships be‐
tween police, victims and prose‐
cutors affect police investigations.

In 2019, the police department
received 2,585 sex offense allega‐
tions — a 18.9 percent increase
from the year before. In the last
five years, from 2014 to 2019, the
police department has seen a 51.2
percent increase in sexual offense

claims across the city. In March,
the department was investigating
3,000 sexual offense allegations.

Rent freeze
Two weeks after the San Jose

City Council approved moving
forward with a citywide rent
freeze, the lawmakers on Tuesday
enacted the new law and added
protections for homeowners.

The rent freeze calls for a mora‐
torium on rent increases for all
rent‐controlled properties and
mobile home parks. Instead of
rolling back the rent freeze to

April 1, the councilmembers vot‐
ed for the new ordinance to go
into effect immediately. It will

give tenants until Dec. 31 to pay
their rents back.

Councilmembers Sylvia Arenas
and Maya Esparza voted against
the move.

To help landlords, the lawmak‐
ers waived late payments on reg‐
istration fees and permit fees for
all apartment buildings regard‐
less of unit count until 2021.

“Freezing rents is really critical
to keeping residents in their
apartments now,” Councilmem‐
ber Pam Foley said. “It’s really im‐
portant for you to have peace of

mind in the place that you’re liv‐
ing in and that you continue to
stay there.” 

The city is encouraging land‐
lords to temporarily discount
rents on the terms that the initial
rent controlled rate will not be af‐
fected once the rent freeze is lift‐
ed. Under the city’s rent control
policy, landlords can legally in‐
crease rents up to 5 percent once
a year.

Contact Nadia Lopez at nadia
@sanjosespotlight.com or follow
@n_llopez on Twitter. 

The rent freeze calls
for a moratorium on
rent increases for all
rent‑controlled
properties and 
mobile home parks. 

Councilmember asks you to continue sheltering in place

District 8
Report

By Sylvia Arenas
City Councilmember
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San José – Evergreen Community College
District (SJECCD) Chancellor Byron D. Clift
Breland has been selected to join the Silicon
Valley Economic Recovery and Resilience
Council (SV‐ERRC), which was formed by
San José Mayor Sam Liccardo earlier this
month.

The Council has been tasked with making
policy recommendations to local and re‐
gional governing bodies that “ensure politi‐
cal leaders harness state and federal re‐
sources, get families back to work, and pre‐
pare for the economy’s ‘new normal.’” 

Chancellor Clift Breland was asked to join
the Council based on his experience and ex‐
pertise in higher education and workforce
training and the important role community
colleges will play in the region’s economic
recovery.

“I am deeply grateful to Chancellor Clift
Breland for stepping up to join the Silicon
Valley Economic Recovery and Resilience

Council,” said Mayor Liccardo.
“His thoughtful leadership
will make an exceptional addi‐
tion to the SV‐ERRC as they ex‐
plore new ways to safely re‐
open our economy, and plan
for enhanced workforce edu‐
cation and training.”

“I am honored to join the Sil‐
icon Valley Economic Recov‐
ery and Resilience Council and
look forward to working with
my colleagues on this impor‐
tant effort,” Dr. Clift Breland
said. “As we know from previ‐
ous economic downturns and recessions,
when the economy falters, displaced work‐
ers, recent high school graduates, and many
looking to learn new skills and enhance
their employability flock to community col‐
leges.”

In California, community colleges train

approximately 70 percent of
the state’s nurses and other
first responders, many of
whom have been on the front
lines of the COVID‐19 re‐
sponse. “We will play a major
role in ensuring our region re‐
covers from the COVID‐19 cri‐
sis and maintains a robust,
well‐trained, and well‐pre‐
pared workforce,” Dr. Clift
Breland said. “Community col‐
leges across the state will be
vital to California’s economic
recovery.”

“The impact of the COVID‐19 crisis on
our local economy will be devastating and
is only just beginning to be felt,” Dr. Clift
Breland said. “By bringing together some of
the most innovative thinkers from across
various sectors, I’m confident this Council
will have a positive impact on our ability to

not only recover quickly, but to put protec‐
tive measures in place to make Silicon Val‐
ley’s economy even stronger moving for‐
ward.”
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SJECCD Chancellor joins COVID-19 Economic Recovery Council

Byron D. Clift Breland

Support
Continued from page 14
helping them minimize the amount of time
they spend in public by going shopping for
essential items in their place and dropping
them off at the door. What a lot of people
don’t consider is that any arrangements
taken to support those at risk need to be
long‐term, since at‐risk populations re‐
main vulnerable until a vaccine is found,”
said Jill Gonzalez, WalletHub analyst. 

Why does Massachusetts offer the
most support during the COVID‑19 pan‑
demic?

“One reason that Massachusetts offers
the most support during the coronavirus
pandemic is that it is one of only three
states to require that patients don’t have to
foot any of the bill for coronavirus treat‐
ment, which goes above and beyond just
the free testing that most states offer,” said
Jill Gonzalez, WalletHub analyst. “Massa‐
chusetts will also offer a COVID‐19 vaccine
at no cost, once one is available.”  

Why does North Carolina rank lowest
for offering support during the coron‑
avirus pandemic?

“One major reason why North Carolina is
the lowest ranking state when it comes to
offering support during the coronavirus
pandemic is its high rate of residents with‐
out health insurance,” said Jill Gonzalez,
WalletHub analyst. “North Carolina also
lags behind other states in adopting online
healthcare technology, and it has the low‐
est percentage of all unemployed people
receiving unemployment insurance in the
country.”  
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New start‑up offers 
environmentally friendly,
convenient, cost‑effective
method for self‑storage

S
tash‐It, the San Francisco‐
based startup that is
redefining the self‐storage

experience to be more conven‐
ient, more cost effective, and bet‐
ter for the environment, an‐
nounced its official launch on
April 17. Instead of building addi‐
tional unnecessary self‐storage
facilities, Stash‐It makes use of
existing space, while providing a
method for homeowners to gen‐
erate substantial income.

“The demand for storage space
continues to increase. But self‐
storage facilities are costly, incon‐
venient, and hard on the environ‐
ment,” said Stash‐It Founder, Kurt
Winter. “Stash‐It pairs unused
residential or commercial space
with individuals looking for stor‐
age space. By taking this sharing

economy approach, Stash‐It cre‐
ates cost savings for the Stasher, a
truly passive income stream for
the Host, and a greener solution
to meet the nation’s growing de‐
mand for storage space.”

As millions of American home‐
owners face job losses, furloughs
and wage reductions, Stash‐It is a
great way to earn additional in‐
come. Estimated income for
Hosts can run several thousand
dollars a year. Renting out a stan‐
dard two car garage can bring in
$500 a month, and individuals
with space for RV parking can
make $200 a month.

How to become a host
1. Sign up and create a listing

for the available space (or spaces)
2. Set the terms around price,

access, security features, and
more – you’re in control of your
space.

3. Vet, and accept, stashers via
the app

4. Set a time for items to be

dropped off
5. Sit back, relax, and collect

cash until the customer wants to
remove their items

“Our mission is to put more
money back in the hands of
everyday Americans,” said Stash‐
It Co‐Founder and President, Je‐
remy Hass. “With the current
pandemic and future economic
crisis, making a few hundred dol‐
lars more a month could be the
difference between keeping your
house or downsizing. In good
times, the extra income can help
consumers get out of debt, save
for a rainy day, invest toward re‐
tirement or afford their dream
vacation. Whatever the dream
looks like, homeowners can get
there faster with Stash‐It.”

To learn more about becoming a
Host visit: www.stashitselfstor‑
age.com. Use the code STASH and
to receive $100 after creating your
first listing.

SOS AUTO TIPS

6 ways we are
killing our cars

1. Ignoring the Check Engine Light ‐ Ignoring an il‐
luminated check engine light can result in serious en‐
gine trouble and costly repairs.

2. Failing to change fluids and filters ‐ Many fluids
are required for the operation and protection of ve‐
hicle systems and components.

3. Neglecting your tires ‐ Your vehicle’s tires
should be checked frequently for inflation and tread
depth. 

4. Not following a service schedule ‐ Because many

car parts and components wear out or become dam‐
aged over time, vehicles need to be routinely serv‐
iced in order to perform optimally.

5. Keeping a dirty car ‐ Allowing your car to go too
long without a wash leads to buildup of damaging
chemicals and dirt, increases the potential for rust
from road salt and interferes with proper visibility
needed for safe driving.

6. Being a severe driver. Stop‐and‐go traffic, long
trips, extreme weather conditions, rough roads or
heavy loads all play a role in being a severe driver. It
can sometimes be difficult to limit severe driving
conditions.

If you’re concerned about your vehicle for whatev‐
er reason stop by. We’ll be happy to assist you. 

If you have a question regarding your vehicle
email us at sosautorepair2004@gmail.com, if your
question is published you’ll receive a free oil change!

SOS Auto Repair is located at: 3519 San Felipe Road,
San Jose, Ca. 95135: (408) 477‑2242

Stash-It brings American homeowners
new income stream at crucial time

T
he 2020 U.S. Census is coinciding with a global
pandemic, shelter‐in‐place orders, and govern‐
ment stimulus payments. 

With so much going on at once, scammers are us‐
ing the unique circumstances to sow confusion.
Their goal is to get their hands on your personal in‐
formation, which they can use to steal your identity.

How the Scam Works
You receive an unsolicited message via text, email,

or a social media messenger. The message explains
that in order to qualify for your stimulus payment,
you need to first complete the 2020 Census. Whether
or not you’ve completed the real Census, don’t click.
It’s a scam! 

Some versions of the phony message include a link
to a website “for more information.” If you click the
link, you could unknowingly download malware
onto your computer or phone. This virus can give
scammers access to your usernames, passwords,

and other personal information stored on your com‐
puter

In other cases, the link may take you to a website
that looks like it was created by the official Census
Bureau. However, the website is a fake. You will be
asked for personal information, such as your Social
Security number and bank account information. The
Census Bureau does not ask for this information. 

Waiting for your stimulus payment? Watch for this 

http://www.stashitselfstor%E2%80%91age.com
http://www.stashitselfstor%E2%80%91age.com
http://www.stashitselfstor%E2%80%91age.com
mailto:sosautorepair2004@gmail.com
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and

walk the beautiful
grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!

Get 
listed!

For Worship 
listing ads, 

call 408.483-5458

NOTE: Due to the coronavirus,
many religious institutions
have services online. 

mailto:church@campbellucc.or
http://www.ccavucc.org
http://www.bibleroad.org
http://www.eca-sj.org
http://www.eicsanjose.org
http://www.GraceChurchSJ.net
http://www.churchstanthony.com
http://www.churchstanthony.com
http://www
http://www.stfrancisofassisi.com
http://www.stfrancis
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GET LISTED AND
REACH YOUR
NEIGHBORS!
Evergreen Times Classified
Ads work! (408) 494-7000

Shoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408) 483.5458

Services

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Notice

Gifts

Clocks

Calendar for sale 
featuring wildlife in
Evergreen Valley
The 2020 Calendar featuring wildlife pic-
tures taken by Lou Alexander is now
available for $23.95. About $5 goes to
the Villages Medical Auxiliary. The calen-
dar is on the far right of the first row at
www.zazzle.com/store/thevillagesvma
There are also some small note cards for
sale on the site, all featuring scenes from
inside The Villages.

Storage

TimesClassifieds

mailto:info@advantagedriversed.com
http://www.zazzle.com/store/thevillagesvma
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