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The Highland Village Panera Bread shop accepted a takeout order from one pair of patrons while Eyob Kelu and Giyorgis
Tsehaye (right) awaited service at one of the restaurant’s sidewalk tables. pHoto By BRAD STAUFFER

Business restrictions eased some in Village

Highland stores are still hurting
from drastic downturn in revenue

BY ROGER BARR

ighland Park area businesses are struggling to
Hsurvive even as they work to implement new

ways of doing business amid the COVID-19
pandemic. Their strategies offer a preview of what
promises to be a vastly different experience for custom-
ers once the government-ordered restrictions are fully
lifted.

Governor Tim Walz ordered all non-essential busi-
nesses closed on March 27, instructing Minnesotans to
stay at home in hopes of giving the state’s health care
industry time to prepare for an expected peak in infec-
tions in early summer. Walz later extended that order
until May 18, though he did allow some non-essential
businesses to re-open, offering delivery and curbside

service only.

That did not help Brad Schlaeger. Like barber shops,
massage centers and other personal services, Schlae-
ger’s Accolades Salon & Spa at 2065 Randolph Ave.
remains closed. All of his 33 employees have been fur-
loughed. He has applied for a forgivable loan through
the federal Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), but has
yet to be approved for one.

Restaurants, pubs and nonessential retail stores have
been among the hardest hit by the governor’s order.
Patina, 2098 Ford Pkwy., closed its doors on March 17.
More than 100 of its full- and part-time staff have been
turloughed, leaving only three full-time employees. On
May 4, the company launched an e-commerce Internet
platform where customers can order merchandise for
pickup or delivery. Nearly a third of Patina’s inventory
is now available online, and the goal is to have most of
it online soon.
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Council to consider
controversial new
tenants’ rights law

Landlords believe measure
could drive up costs and lead
to less affordable housing

By JANE MCCLURE

upporters and opponents of a pro-
Sposed package of “tenant protection”

measures are gearing up for a poten-
tially contentious public hearing before the
St. Paul City Council.

The hearing on the Safe, Accessible, Fair
and Equitable (SAFE) Housing ordinance
was originally scheduled for May 20, but
the council is now expected to reschedule
the hearing for a later date and to consider
new ways to conduct the hearing. Since the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
city has conducted public hearings by email
and phone until noon on the day before a
hearing. The council is now exploring ways
to allow other forms of spoken testimony.

The SAFE Housing ordinance was intro-
duced earlier this year with the support of
Mayor Melvin Carter and a majority of City
Council members. Numerous housing, civil
rights, faith-based and low-income ad-
vocacy groups have thrown their support
behind the ordinance in hopes it will help
address the city’s shortage of affordable
housing. However, St. Paul landlords, who
are already dealing with increased vacan-
cies due to the COVID-19 pandemic, worry
that the regulations will not only drive up
their management costs, but make it hard-
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Families find distance learning to be an education in itself
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flavor with a wee bit of Irish fare.

By ANNE MURPHY

or students across the area
Fserved by the Villager, it appears
distance learning is here to stay
until at least the end of the current
school year. Parents and children may
not agree about its pluses and mi-
nuses, but all seem to have found the
practice to be an education in itself.
Nick Cook and Catherine Kanera
of Lexington-Hamline have two chil-
dren studying at home because of
the COVID-19 restrictions. Their son
Xavier, 15, is enrolled at Central High
School, and daughter Felicia, 11, is at

Your favorife*nelghborhood

the German Immersion School. With
both parents also working at home,
“it took a week to get a routine,” Cook
said. “But now we're all indepen-
dently online by 8:30 a.m., spread
throughout the house. Normally we
don’t see each other until lunch.
“Without question, the biggest
challenge has been to balance our
jobs with being a parent-teacher, and
honestly we're still struggling with
it,” Cook said. “The teachers want
and need us to be involved with our
kids’ curriculum and progress, but
most of the time the kids are forced to
manage alone because we don’t have

time when they need help.”

Xavier and Felicia suspect that the
adjustment to distance learning may
have been easier for them than for
some of their classmates. Their family
lived for a time in Italy and Germany,
and they knew what experiencing a
new school format was like.

“School serves many purposes, but
an important one is to learn the intri-
cacies of peer-to-peer relationships in
a dynamic social environment,” Cook
said. “That’s one thing that parents,
books and online contact can’t sub-
stitute for.”

Nevertheless, Cook has been im-

pressed with the implementation of
distance learning locally. “We have
teacher friends overseas who had one
weekend to prepare for the firstlesson
of online learning,” he said. “Minne-
sota put the time aside to plan, and it
paid off. It’s far from perfect, but giv-
en the circumstances, they’ve done
a great job. The (school district) has
done an excellent job in designing the
system to allow work with intermit-
tent Internet access and more gen-
erally to prevent less privileged kids
from being further disadvantaged.”

DISTANCE LEARNING »2
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A class act

High schools strive to maintain
tradition as pandemic prevents
usual pomp and circumstance

By Casey Ex

raduation is fast approach-
Ging, and with the COVID-19

pandemic continuing to
keep students out of classrooms,
high school administrators are
scrambling to find ways to give the
Class of 2020 an appropriate send-
off.

Two weeks ago, the St. Paul Pub-
lic Schools announced that its high
schools will be holding virtual
graduation ceremonies between
June 1 and 5. The ceremonies will
take place at their regularly sched-
uled dates and times, according to
Heather Kilgore, director of family
engagement and community part-
nerships for the school district. But
instead of a large auditorium, grad-
uating seniors, school staff and ad-
ministrators will all gather around
computer screens linked to Zoom.
Families may also view the event
live by tuning into YouTube, the ed-
ucational video platform Eduvision
or cable television channel 15.

Several elements of the district’s
traditional graduation ceremony
will carry over into the virtual af-
fair, Kilgore said. For example, a
School Board member and the high
school’s principal will be present,
and every school will put together a
video featuring the graduates.

“The virtual ceremony will look
very similar to the typical program
that the high schools would have
had in person,” Kilgore said.

Individual high schools will have
a degree of freedom in making their

ceremonies reflect their student
bodies. As of May 6, administra-
tors across the district were work-
ing with students and parents to
shape those ceremonies. “What
(the school administrators) are re-
ally trying to do is preserve the tra-
ditions,” Kilgore said, “because we
all have a great sense of loss that we
can’tdo it the old way.”

One tradition Highland Park High
School hopes to preserve in its June
1 celebration is the performance of a
live bagpiper, according to principal
Winston Tucker. He and his staff are
also looking for ways to incorporate
students’ voices.

“I think (the virtual graduation)
does lend itself to a little creativity,”
Tucker said. “Schools have been
encouraged to have the latitude to
maintain their traditions while also
being able to really tap into each
school’s flavor.”

One avenue graduates may have
to express their creativity is the sym-
bolic presentation of the tassel turn,
Kilgore said. Those moments may
be assembled as a video montage
during the streaming of the gradu-
ations. District administrators have
notimposed any limitations on how
students present themselves in the
montages, leaving that largely to
the principals. However, the district
will review any student-submitted
content prior to the ceremonies.

Ruwayda Egal, president of the
Class of 2020 at Highland Park High
School, views the upcoming cere-
mony as an opportunity for her and
her classmates to demonstrate their
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Highland Park High School seniors Mya Bishop (left), Cailin Johnson, Delaney Lumpkin, Will Altman, Aedon Oberdorfer, Catie
Carlson and Alivia Arredondo stand in front of the school's Snelling Avenue courtyard where they and their fellow students
have drawn a chalk mural dedicated to the Class of 2020. proro sy casev ek

“What we're really
trying to do is
preserve traditions,
because we all have
a great sense of loss
that we can’t do it
the old way.”

resilience in the midst of a pandem-
ic that is preventing them from giv-
ing each other what she described
as a proper farewell.

“With graduation, I hope every-
one feels like we came together as
a community,” Egal said. “I want
to tell everyone that we’re so much
more than a pandemic. Although
our senior year has ended early, that
doesn’t mean anything to the peo-
ple we’ve grown to be.” Egal is also
hoping that she and her classmates
can still take part in the traditional
postgraduation lock-in at the school
atalater date, perhaps in August.

Henry Sibley High School in Men-
dota Heights is hoping to hold a
one-car-per-graduate drive-by cel-

ebration on May 31, their original
graduation date, along with an in-
person commencement on August
5 or later if necessary, according to
Principal Ron Monson.

As this Villager was going to press,
several high schools in the area
were still waiting to see whether
the coronavirus restrictions would
be relaxed in time for graduation
ceremonies. But that was before
May 8, when Governor Tim Walz is-
sued guidelines that recommended
against any large gatherings for
graduation indoors or out.

Cretin-Derham Hall has decided
to postpone its graduation, accord-
ing to school spokeswoman Annie
Broos. “We’re aware of the strong
need to feel connected, to feel cel-
ebrated, to be honored,” she said.
“What’s important to know is this
isn’tjust a sad turn of events for the
seniors. It’s really emotional for ev-
eryone as we realized we wouldn’t
be with one another. We want to
be able to pivot so that we can do as
much as we can for our students.”

CDH administrators will priori-
tize safety as they revise their grad-

uation plans, Broos said. Students
will be able to engage in a virtual
awards ceremony in the near future
as well as the cap and gown distri-
bution on May 27, which was the
school’s original graduation date.

Minnehaha Academy has also
opted to postpone its graduation
beyond its originally scheduled date
of May 31. As of last week, the school
was awaiting news of any change in
the restrictions on large gatherings
before notifying students and their
families of a specific date, according
to principal Jason Wenschlag.

Meanwhile, Visitation School
was working with parents and stu-
dents on multiple scenarios that
may involve pushing graduation
back to June 28 or July 19. “We’re do-
ing everything we can to honor our
students in whatever way we are
allowed to do it,” Visitation School
spokeswoman Cecilia Petschel stat-
edin an email.

Central High School, St. Thomas
Academy and St. Paul Academy
were also contacted for this story,
but did not return calls before press
time.

1< DISTANCE LEARNING

Bernard and Gina Armada of Highland Park
believe that adaptability is the common de-
nominator for successful distance learning.
Their twin daughters, Maria and Sabrina, 13,
are seventh-graders at Highland Catholic
School, and son Alex, 15, is a freshman at Cre-
tin-Derham Hall.

“Initial setup was like two people danc-
ing for the first time, trying to find a rhythm
through trial and error,” said Bernard, a pro-
fessor of communication and journalism at
the University of St. Thomas. “We were all
fumbling through this situation. We were
staying up too late at night, taking naps at
unusual hours and wearing the same clothes
from one day to the next. OK, maybe that was
just me. But after about two weeks we found
arhythm, and our spirits have remained rela-
tively high.”

Maria and Sabrina say they have noticed
a big increase in homework with distance
learning. Alex has discovered that mathemat-
ics and science can be more difficult to learn
online. And all three are unhappy with how
the landscape has changed for school sports.

“It’s really difficult,” Alex said. “I play hock-
ey and baseball, and not being able to skate or
practice on a field with a team has been tough.
I've had to work hard at scheduling time every
day to stay in shape so that I can be ready to
play whenever things open up.”

The governor’s stay-at-home order came
rightin the middle of Maria and Sabrina’s vol-
leyball season, and their softball season was
cancelled. “But we’ve been exercising every
day, so that’s been good,” Maria said.

“This experience has affirmed and strength-
ened our bond as a family,” Bernard said. “On

Nick Cook checks in with children Xavier, 15, and Felicia, 11, as they engage in virtual classroom activities
from the dining room of their Lexington-Hamline home. pHoto sy BRAD STAUFFER

the other hand, we’re mindful of the fact that
both Gina and I are extremely fortunate to be
employed at this time. We realize there are
many people who are struggling not only to
stay healthy, but to pay their bills or care for
their young children or deal with any number
of challenging circumstances.”

Joey Cienian and Annie Lien are experienc-
ing distance learning from both sides of the
computer screen. The parents of a 10-month-
old and a preschool student at].J. Hill Elemen-
tary School, Joey is the director of education
at the High School for Recording Arts (HSRA)
and Annie s a fifth- and sixth-grade teacher at
Laura Jeffrey Academy.

“We spent the first few days at home trying
to get a system set up,” Lien said. “Every day

brings a new experience, but we've figured
out a schedule.” Their daily routine includes
having baby June nap in their arms and help-
ing preschooler Willa access her assignments
online and stay in touch with her peers.

“I miss my school and my friends,” Willa
said, “butIlike seeing their faces on an iPad.”

Cienian said his greatest stress profession-
ally has been making sure his students at
HSRA stay connected and safe. “Many of our
students are homeless,” he said. Others don’t
have supportive environments at home. “A
big part of this for everyone is personal con-
nections,” he said.

Lien, in the days leading up to distance
learning, took part in virtual staff meetings to
ensure a smooth transition for students. She

also talked at length with the families of her
students. “They needed the connection,” she
said. Distance learning makes the inequities
in society intensify, Lien added, with students
who do not have the same access to technol-
ogy or those whose parents work outside the
home.

Routine was the early challenge for Kimber-
ly and Eric Moteberg, who have four sons en-
rolled at Nova Classical Academy—Josiah, 17,
Andrew, 11, Braxton, 8, and Tobias, 6. “Literal-
ly overnight we went from days full of rhythm
and rhyme to now where one day might bring
a feeling of success, but other days just blur
into the next,” Kimberly said.

The Moteberg boys are enjoying the flexible
schedules of distance learning, but they miss
the interaction with friends and teachers.

“It’s been a sweet time of reconnecting with
my boys in some ways,” Kimberly said. “Tak-
ing my boys’ usual seven-hour school day and
cutting it down to basic reading, writing and
arithmetic, and to be able to enjoy each oth-
er’s company for the rest of the day, has been
neat. Some days the puzzles never end. Other
days we bike or hike ’til our legs burn, and still
other days we fuss at one another and need to
sink into a favorite book with a blanket.”

Distance learning “has brought us together
as a family,” Cook said, “and in a strange way
as a household and a community. We live in
a neighborhood of big, 100-year-old houses,
and they’re now being used in the way they
were designed with people occupying all of
the spaces within them. We have more in
common with our neighbors than in normal
times. We say hello to strangers on the street,
and there’s the smell of baking coming from
kitchens.”
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The Villager has turned the page
on anew and improved
neighborhood newspaper.

(Thanks to generous donations
from 500-plus print readers like you.)
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Adding to our already robust print and Facebook editions, now comes MYVILLAGER.COM, the editorial website.
Myvillager.com is extending, not replacing, the Villager's high-quality, hyper-local news you've come to expect in
the print newspaper. Now digitally expanded beyond Facebook, myvillager.com features even broader, deeper and
more timely content than the print product alone could ever produce, right where you want it and when you want
it—on the page, computer, tablet or phone.

We thank the hundreds of our 105,000 print and Facebook readers who helped us make this happen.
However, we need all 105,000 of our readers on board.

So we invite you to join us in rolling out an annual subscription program for readers both inside and outside
the Villager's traditional distribution area. The $59.88 Annual Founders Subscription delivers to your mailbox
a printed Villager 26 times a year, plus access to all our digital content whenever and wherever you choose to
go to myvillager.com. This limited-time Founders level also ensures that future expansions of the website,
including a planned archive of past editions, are also available to you at no additional cost.

We believe your interest in news of a distinctively local nature—something our readers continuously
tell us the Villager excels at—has never been keener. We look forward to serving those interests

even more so and invite you to join us on the journey by clicking subscribe at myvillager.com or
calling us at 651-699-1462.

VILLAGER

757 Snelling Avenue South | Saint Paul 55116 | 651.699.1462 | myvillager.com
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1< HIGHLAND BUSINESS CLIMATE

“All staff wear face masks when leaving the
store to go curbside or to a parked car,” said
Patina co-owner and CEO Christine Ward.
“No customers are allowed in the store.”

Schuler Shoes, 2081 Ford Pkwy., is also im-
plementing curbside pickup. The company
has suffered an 80 to 85 percent loss in rev-
enue at its nine stores over the past six weeks
and has furloughed 95 percent of its employ-
ees, according to Kari Palmer, Schuler’s mar-
keting and creative director.

Pearle Vision Center, 2024 Ford Pkwy.,
straddles the line between essential and non-
essential business because it offers eye exams
and sells eyeglasses. The store was closed for
two weeks before reopening with new safety
protocols, according to owner Becky Kerkow.
“In March business was down 40 percent,
and April was even worse,” she said. Most em-
ployees have been furloughed. One doctor has
been furloughed, and the other doctor works
two or three days a week.

At Pearle, patients are interviewed by
phone before their visit. Their temperatures
are taken upon arrival. If they arrive without
aface mask, they are given one. Everyone uses
hand sanitizer. Customers are not allowed to
independently select frames.

“The impact on our office has been devas-
tating,” said Dr. Kay Egan, owner of Dentists
of Highland Park, 2096 Ford Pkwy. In den-
tistry, “you can’t GrubHub your dentist for
delivery, do a contact-free curbside pickup or
buy a gift card for later use,” she said. “I can’t
do cleanings, fillings or cosmetic procedures
right now, but I'm here if you’re having a den-
tal emergency.” Egan applied for a PPP loan,
but did not receive one in the first round.

At Langford & Karls Chiropractic, 730 S.
Cleveland Ave., the pandemic has “touched all
areas of our practice,” said Dr. Heather Karls.
“We’ve needed to adapt very quickly to solve
numerous challenges, from how to rethink all
aspects of patient interaction to the financial
implications.” Many patients are waiting in
their cars until their appointments and wear
masks and gloves when they enter the clinic.
“Some of the changes happening now will be
commonplace in health care,” Karls predicted.

Patina employee Kendra Minser delivered an order last week to a customer at the curb outside the
store at the corner of Cleveland Avenue and Ford Parkway in Highland Village. pHoro v BRAD STAUFFER

Kari Palmer of Schuler
Shoes said she understands
the reasoning behind
the business closures,
but she questions why
some stores are allowed
to have customers inside
while others are not.
Curbside pickup is “not
a sustainable business
model,” she said.

An essential business, New Horizon Acad-
emy has remained open, but business has
been drastically reduced. “In two weeks, we
lost about 120 kids,” director Danielle Rich-
ards said. Hours at the child care center have
been reduced to 7 am.-6 p.m., and 18 staff
have been furloughed. All those who enter the
building have their temperature taken, and
anyone with a temperature of 100.4 degrees

or higher is excluded from the building for
seven days.

Children are walked to the classroom by
their parents, but parents cannot enter the
classroom. Hospital-grade cleaning processes
are followed, and playground equipment is
sanitized twice a day. “Teachers have been
doing a magnificent job of keeping things as
normal and positive as possible for the chil-
dren,” Richards said.

While some restaurants have closed atleast
temporarily, others have remained open by
switching from dining room to takeout or de-
livery service. Joan’s in the Park, 631 S. Snelling
Ave,, is offering evening takeout on Wednes-
days through Saturdays. Meanwhile, it has
lost about 70 percent of its revenue, according
to co-owner Joan Schmitt.

A PPP loan has allowed Joan’s to retain all
staff, though everyone is working reduced
hours on staggered shifts. Employees main-
tain social distancing within the restaurant
and follow strict hygiene practices. “Our plan
is to reopen with a different menu as soon as
we're able to,” Schmitt said. “We miss being
together with our customers and staff.”

Business is down 80 percent at Highland
Cafe and Bakery, 2012 Ford Pkwy., according
to co-owner Deb Narusiewicz. Half the staff
has been furloughed, and four employees

are probably gone for good. The restaurant
secured a PPP loan, which is helping, Narus-
iewicz said, but such loans are difficult for res-
taurants to administer because of the tips em-
ployees receive. “It will probably end up being
aloan” that the cafe will have to pay back, she
said.

Highland Cafe and Bakery customers can
come inside to pick up their takeout orders
or be met at the curb. About half of the cus-
tomers are wearing face masks. “Most want
to come in,” Narusiewicz said. “People are in-
credibly supportive. I've never seen so much
respectfulness for each other”—a trend she
hopes will continue.

Despite the stress it has placed on their
businesses, most owners are supportive of the
strict measures imposed to slow the spread of
COVID-19. “I trust Governor Walz,” Schmitt
said. “I trust the decisions being made by our
city and state.”

Palmer of Schuler Shoes said she under-
stands the reasoning behind the business
closures, but she questions why some stores
are allowed to have customers inside while
others are not. Curbside pickup is “not a sus-
tainable business model,” she said, insisting
that Schuler employees can practice the same
safety protocols that essential businesses are
following to admit customers. “We want to
stay positive about this,” Palmer said, “but
it’s a challenge to understand the logic when
we’re able to mirror the businesses that have
put best practices in place.”

At Accolades, Schlaeger has completely
redesigned his stations to make it safe for
both customers and staff. Plexiglass barriers
separate the stations from each other, and
additional barriers prevent staff and custom-
ers from breathing on each other. “We spent
thousands of dollars to install these stations,”
Schaeger said. He has even forwarded a de-
scription of them to Governor Walz and the
Minnesota Board of Cosmetology.

None of the owners who were interviewed
for this story foresee a return to business as
usual once the COVID-19 restrictions are lift-
ed. “It's a new normal,” Ward said. “The pub-
lic will support those business that are oper-
ating in a safe manner and will not support
those that aren’t.”

1< TENANTS' RIGHTS

er for them to maintain their properties and
provide the affordable housing they agree is
needed in the city.

The ordinance would, among other things,
require landlords to provide detailed informa-
tion about tenants’ rights and responsibilities
before leases are signed, charge no more than
one month’s rent as a security deposit, alert
tenants and city staff whenever one of their
rental buildings goes on the market, and limit
the criteria they use in credit, rental and crimi-
nal background checks when reviewing a pro-
spective tenant’s rental application.

The ordinance would take effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2021. Tenants and tenant advocacy
organizations say the changes are long over-
due. “Renters are disproportionately young-
er, lower-income, and people of color,” said
Summit-University tenant Olivia Grajeda,
“and because of decades of disinvestment, ra-
cially discriminatory housing policies and ex-
clusionary practices, they’re facing a housing
crisis that demands comprehensive action.”

Among the biggest challenges tenants face,
according to Grajeda and others, are discrimi-
nation during the rental screening process,
informal evictions through the nonrenewal of
leases, and abrupt notices to vacate. “Tenant
protections are aimed at giving more people
access to the housing they need and prevent-
ing families from being displaced from hous-
ing they already have,” Grajeda said. “They
are not meant to solve our affordable housing
crisis on their own.”

Some landlords and the Minnesota Multi-
Family Housing Association believe the or-
dinance would cause more problems than it
solves. Jeff Arnold, a Highland Park resident

whose family has owned rental properties in
St. Paul for 35 years, said the ordinance “has
good intentions, but as a landlord I see a lot of
problems in unintended consequences.”

The requirement that there be standard
just causes and notice requirements for non-
renewal of a lease or termination of a tenancy
troubles some landlords. Just causes for evic-
tion include nonpayment of rent, chronically
late payment of rent, noncompliance with
other lease terms, and the intention of the
landlord to rent the unit to an immediate fam-
ily member or to occupy the unit themselves.
The required notice varies for each just cause.

“Not all disagreements between a landlord
and tenant go to court,” Arnold said. In many
cases, landlords and tenants reach a “cash for
keys” agreement. The tenant agrees to move
in exchange for cash. That avoids potential
property damage by a disgruntled tenant and
an eviction process in the courts, and keeps an
eviction off of the tenant’s record, according
to Arnold. Giving the city more say over what
is just cause could make reaching a cash for
keys agreement more difficult, he said.

Chad Skally, who owns and operates Live
Green Apartments, the owner of rental prop-
erties in the Macalester-Groveland, Summit
Hill, Ramsey Hill and Como Park neighbor-
hoods, is frustrated that city staff and City
Council members did not consult landlords
before bringing the ordinance forward.

“We would have liked to be able to discuss
these ideas before they were announced,”
Skally said. Many landlords were willing to
work with the council and city staff on the
ordinance, but did not get the chance to do
s0, according to him. He said he would like to
see more done to educate tenants on financial
management and credit repair rather than

putting the onus on landlords.

Skally and other landlords believe the result
of the SAFE Housing ordinance will be higher
rents, higher property taxes across the city
and, in some cases, a decline in the quality of
rental housing.

“It’s just too much,” said rental property
owner and real estate agent Diane Schray.
“You have increasing taxes, higher garbage
costs, hyper-vigilant building inspectors and
other costs. It’s becoming increasingly diffi-
cult to find people who want to invest in rent-
al properties in St. Paul.”

Landlord Mia Kia Miller is down to two
rental properties after recently selling one. She
dislikes an ordinance provision that would re-
quire her to pay relocation costs for tenants
when a rental property is sold. “I see that as
potentially affecting the value of the building
when I sell,” she said.

Without the protections provided by SAFE
Housing, some tenants fear unfair practices
will continue. James Wilkinson, a former
project director for Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
Society’s Housing Discrimination Law Proj-
ect, supports the ordinance, especially the
section that limits the use of criminal back-
ground checks when reviewing a rental ap-
plication. “Limiting this tenant screening will
open housing to families of color and people
with disabilities who are often adversely af-
fected by such practices,” he said. “If there is
just cause (in the future), these people, like
renters without criminal records, can be evict-
ed or their leases not renewed.”

Many people have suggested amendments
to the ordinance before it is passed. One is an
exemption for owner-occupied rental proper-
ty. Brian Martinson, a duplex owner in Macal-
ester-Groveland, asked that the City Council

consider giving tenants “the first right of re-
fusal” to buy a rental property when it is put
up for sale. “For the tenants of single-family,
duplex and triplex buildings, this could pro-
vide a meaningful path to homeownership,”
Martinson said.

Michelle Messer of Summit Hill, who works
for St. Catherine University, believes the pro-
posed tenant protections will help student
renters. “I have students every year express
concerns about the impact that housing in-
security has on their success as students,” she
said. Students who have not had the oppor-
tunity to build a credit history have been ex-
cluded from living in neighborhoods around
the St. Catherine campus, according to her.

Students have complained about security
deposits being two to three times a month’s
rent, making it impossible for many of them
to sign leases, she said. Others have been
forced out of rentals with little notice when a
property is sold.

“Finding new housing on the fly, especially
housing that doesn’t carry exorbitant depos-
its or ultra-stringent screening, is a near im-
possible featin this city,” she said.

Arnold wondered if the proposed ordinance
has become moot, given the growing rental
vacancy rate driven by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. He and other landlords have seen a
drop in requested showings. “We have people
moving out and not moving in,” Arnold said.
“We could hit the 25 percent vacancy rate we
saw in 2004.”

Public comments on the SAFE Housing or-
dinance are being accepted between now and
noon on the day before the hearing. To sub-
mit a comment, call 651-266-6805 or email
Contact-Council@ci.stpaul.mn.us or Coun-
cilHearing@ci.stpaul.mn.us.
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Capital City Bikeway
Council OKs 9th/10th Street corridor
despite concerns about parking loss

By JANE MCCLURE

onstruction of Capital City Bikeway
‘ routes on 9th and 10th streets in down-

town St. Paul will move ahead this fall,
with the unanimous approval of the St. Paul
City Council on May 6. Debate over the plans
pitted several small businesses that were con-
cerned about the loss of on-street parking
against bicyclists who were eager to see the
city’s bike network expanded.

The interim bike lanes will be added on 9th
Street between Jackson and Broadway streets
and on 10th Street between Jackson and Doro-
thy Day Place as part of a street mill and over-
lay project. The total project costis $630,000.

A third segment of the bikeway along either
St. Peter, St. Peter/Market or Wabasha/St. Peter
streets between Kellogg and John Ireland bou-
levards will be considered later this year, said
city engineer Randy Newton.

The Capital City Bikeway is a planned net-
work of bicycle routes throughout downtown
that will eventually connect to existing trails
and on-street bikeways. The network was a
top priority of the St. Paul Bicycle Plan that
was adopted by the City Council in 2015. Only
part of the project has been built since then.

Several businesses, including Keys Cafe,
Tin Whiskers Brewing Company, Black Sheep
Coal-Fired Pizza, Camp Bar and Sawatdee
Thai Cuisine, opposed the 10th Street plan
and asked for at least a delay, especially with

the hardships small businesses are facing
amid the coronavirus pandemic. According
to them many of their customers, when sur-
veyed, said they would not come back if park-
ing were reduced.

The businesses will also lose parking when
the Rush Line bus rapid transit project is built
in the next few years.

“Seriously, with what we’re having to deal
with now and then construction and you tak-
ing away parking, why would we even want
to stay in downtown St. Paul?” asked Keys
owner Carol Hunn-Gregory in a letter.

Ward 2 council member Rebecca Noecker,
whose ward includes downtown, said the
bikeway project needs to move forward. She
acknowledged the difficulties small business-
es are facing because of the virus. However,
she also noted that St. Paul is “becoming a big
city downtown,” with on-street parking be-
coming harder to find.

Noecker committed to improving nearby
parking ramps and seeking validated park-
ing for businesses that lose spaces to the bike
lanes.

The Metropolitan Center for Independent
Living, which serves people with disabilities,
was worried about access for people whose
limited mobility would be adversely affect-
ed as a result of the bikeway plan. Securian,
which hasits headquarters downtown, point-
ed out whatit saw as design flaws in the exist-
ing bikeway.

/ BIKEWAY TYPE
=== Qth Street - 10th Street Bikeway Corridor

= == Planned Bikeway === Existing Bikeway

P

Interim bike lanes will be installed on 10th Street from Dorothy Day Place to Jackson Street and 9th

Street from Jackson to Broadway streets.

Bicycling advocates spoke in favor of the
plan. “Downtown St. Paul has forever been a
giant doughnut hole in our bicycle network,”
said Andy Singer, a Macalester-Groveland
resident and co-chair of the St. Paul Bicycle
Coalition. “Despite passing a bike plan in
2015, the council, mayor’s office and down-
town business leaders have been unable to
even come to a consensus on which streets
this bikeway should be on. It’s time we make
a decision and implement this critical piece of
the bike network.”

Singer said the routes for 9th and 10th
streets seem reasonable. “Making part of 10th
Street one-way preserves parking and offers a
nice connection for cyclists across downtown,”
he said. “Hopefully, the council can also decide

between Wabasha and St. Peter later this sum-
mer and implement that as well.”

Downtown resident Scott Walters was
among those calling for the plan to pass. “As a
downtown resident and downtown business
owner, this plan will enhance downtown as a
place to live and work,” he said.

The bikeway designs are considered in-
terim because they will be at street-level and
incorporated into the existing streets’ width.
Newton said the long-term plan is to develop
protected bikeways at sidewalk level with
physical separation between bicyclists and
motorists. No date has been set for a perma-
nent change.

For more information on the project, see
stpaul.gov/ccbinterimstudy.

Summit Ave. will be restriped with wider, possibly safer bike lanes

By JANE MCCLURE

month by the city of St. Paul with wider
bike lanes and narrower traffic lanes in
hopes of improving the safety of bicyclists.
The bike lanes will be widened from 5 to 6 feet
and the traffic lanes will be narrowed from 15
to 10 feet with a 3-foot cushion between the
traffic lanes and bike lanes and a 1-foot cush-
ion between the traffic lanes and medians.
The parking lanes will remain 8 feet wide.
New signs will also be added along the street.
At almost 30 years of age, Summit’s bike
lanes are among the oldest in St. Paul. “The
design dates from the 1990s, and that’s pretty
evident,” said Reuben Collins, a planner and
engineer in the St. Paul Department of Public
Works. The bike lanes are relatively narrow,
and some motorists fail to give bicyclists the
required 3 feet of clearance, according to him.
Summit carries between 7,000 and 10,000
motor vehicles per day. An estimated 800-
1,000 bicyclists join them during the warmer
months, but even in the winter 30 to 50 bicy-
clists travel along Summit each day.
Summit Avenue is scheduled to be resur-

Summit Avenue is being restriped this

Edina Realty.

CLASSICDUTCH COLONIAL!
Vintage charm and modern ameni-
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Mary Wengler 651 225-3925

faced in 2024 between Mississippi River
Boulevard and Lexington Parkway, and
members of the Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council’s Transportation Committee
have questioned whether it made sense to re-
stripe the street this year.

The Summit street restriping project was
initially scheduled for 2019, but the city and
its contractors ran out of time, and it and three
other restriping projects with a combined cost
of $365,000 are being completed this year,
according to Collins. “When we began work
on the projects a year ago, Summit Avenue
wasn’t on the list to do a mill and overlay in
2024,” he said. The city’s five-year street plan
is subject to change, he added, “and we think
it still makes sense to move forward (with the
street restriping).”

Before Summit is restriped, its potholes
will be patched. Larger potholes will be given
a more extensive skin patching. At Summit’s
intersections with Snelling Avenue and Lex-
ington Parkway, green “conflict pavement
markings” will be added to clearly delineate
the bike lanes. “We think this is an important
safety improvement,” Collins said. After a fa-
tal collision involving a bicyclist and school

edinarealty.com

bus at Summit and Snelling in 2018, Public
Works staff began looking at ways to make
thatintersection safer. The traffic signals were
retimed there last year.

Another safety improvement is planned at
Summit and Wheeler Street. There, the single
grassy median becomes two smaller islands
between Summit and its frontage roads. Paint
will be used to extend the large single medi-
an and to mark where bicycles should travel.
Similar plans are in place for just east of Snel-
ling where the smaller islands become a sin-
gle median again.

The Summit bike lane project has the sup-
port of the Summit Avenue Residential Pres-
ervation Association (SARPA), according
to member Kathy Cairns. “Summit Avenue
residents and SARPA are really excited about
this,” she said.

SARPA would be opposed to the installation
of bollards or vertical delineators between the
bike and traffic lanes, like those on Pelham
Boulevard, she said. However, the thin white
poles are not part of the design on Summit,
Collins said.

SARPA does oppose the imposition of a
proposed parking ban on Summit for one

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. ¢ 651224-4321
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$650,000

night each week to allow for additional snow-
plowing during the winter. One longstanding
complaint from Summit bicyclists is how the
parking lanes become encrusted with snow
and ice and thus encroach on the bike lanes,
making riding more treacherous. A city study
of such a parking ban was recently completed,
and will be forwarded to the City Council for
future consideration.

Other street projects scheduled this year
in the Villager area include new bike lanes on
Marshall Avenue between Western Avenue
and John Ireland Boulevard, new bike lanes on
Fairview Avenue between Marshall and Uni-
versity avenues, enhanced shared bike-traffic
lanes on Western Avenue between Selby and
Summit avenues, and a restriped southbound
bike lane on Mississippi River Boulevard be-
tween Marshall and Randolph avenues.

Correction

A story on the Capital Improvement Budget
in the April 29 issue of the Villager incorrectly
identified Luke Hanson as a former city trans-
portation planner. He is a Macalester-Grove-
land resident and member of Sustain St. Paul.

Highland Park Office
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With over ONE MILLION
unique visitors a month,

list your home on the
most-used real estate site

Cenlliiiic. W] in Minnesota,
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News Briefs

Neighbors appeal approvals for
seven-story building on West 7th

Irvine Park neighbors are appealing the St.
Paul Planning Commission’s decision on May
1to approve a conditional use permit and vari-
ances for an 85-foot-tall mixed-use building
at 337 W. Seventh St. The appeal will be taken
up by the St. Paul City Council.

This is the second time in less than a year
that the Planning Commission has voted on
the project. Underlying bedrock forced the
developers to revise their plans and adopt a
modular form of building construction. The
latest proposal is for a seven-story building
with 194 apartments above parking and a
small commercial space.

The building height is a point of contention
for neighbors and the Historic Irvine Park As-
sociation. They submitted more than 30 let-
ters in opposition to the Zoning Committee
regarding the building’s height in relation
to the surrounding neighborhood. Spillover
parking in the area is also a concern, com-
pounded by events at the nearby Xcel Energy
Center.

Planning commissioner and West End resi-
dent Wendy Underwood cast the sole vote
against the project on May 1. While saying she
believes in adding housing density, she called
the project too big for the site.

“I've been uncomfortable with this project
from the start,” she said.

Other commissioners disagreed, saying the
site’s location near transit lines and down-
town make it ideal for people who want to
rent there and not own a motor vehicle.

City staff recommended approval of the
permit and variances, as did the West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation. The conditional
use permit allows heights up to 85 feet, while
the underlying zoning only allows up to 55
feet. The project also needs parking and floor-
area ratio variances.

St. Paul seeks grants for YWCA
project, Uni-Fairview apartments

The St. Paul City Council voted on May 6 to
apply for grants from the Metropolitan Coun-
cil and Minnesota Department of Employ-
ment and Economic Development (DEED) for
four development projects. They include two
new apartment buildings at the northwest
corner of Fairview and University avenues
and a replacement for the YWCA of St. Paul’s
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An artist’s rendering of the seven-story, 194-unit apartment building planned for 337 W. Seventh St., on
the site of Bonfe's Auto Service Mechanical Center, looking northwest from West Seventh.

building at Selby and Western avenues.

Minneapolis-based Reuter Walton Devel-
opment is seeking $111,814 from the Metro-
politan Council’s Tax Base Revitalization Ac-
count and $654,080 from DEED to assist with
site cleanup before it builds two seven-story
apartment buildings at 1845 University Ave.
The property, which is now occupied by com-
mercial buildings and a parking lot, is owned
by Goodwill/Easter Seals of Minnesota. Part
of the property was once a gas station.

The 279-unit project would feature a mix of
apartment sizes and would be one of the first
new affordable housing complexes on Univer-
sity west of Snelling Avenue.

A proposal to redevelop the YWCA of St.
Paul’s buildings at 375 Selby Ave. is a candi-
date for the Metropolitan Council’s Livable
Communities Transit-Oriented pre-devel-
opment grant of $100,000. YWCA officials
have been looking at redeveloping its build-
ings there for the last few years. A new build-
ing would include a health and fitness center,
offices and spaces for its various social pro-
grams. Last year Master Properties was select-
ed as the developer and partner for the YWCA
project. Ideas that have been discussed for the
property include combining the Y’s current
programs with housing, parking and retail.

CURBSIDE PICK-UP

order your favorite italian comfort food for home

B851-444-5995

R

redrabbitmn.com

Another request for funding is from Key-
stone Community Services, which has loca-
tions in Merriam Park, the West End and the
North End. Keystone is seeking a pre-develop-
ment grant of $100,000 from the Metropoli-
tan Council for a site still to be determined.

Plat approved for Merriam Park
property used by Catholic order

The redevelopment of the property at 104
N. Mississippi River Blvd. can move ahead
with the St. Paul City Council’s approval on
May 6 of the plat for Mississippi River Vista.
The 2.1-acre property, which for many years
housed a Catholic religious order of priests
and brothers, is being divided into six lots of
single-family housing.

The site was occupied for years by a brick
mansion, which over time was renovated and
expanded to 18 bedrooms and 19 bathrooms.
The 15,500-square-foot house was torn down
in 2019. The property had been owned by a
trust and occupied by the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate. It was the Oblates’ Mid-
west provincial house until 1999. Declining
numbers of priests and brothers forced the
order to move out.

The mansion was purchased for $2.4 mil-

lion in 2018 by an affiliate of Wayzata-based
Streeter & Associates and its Elevation Homes
division. The new houses will be fronted by
Mississippi River Boulevard, Otis Lane and
Otis Way. Sidewalks will be added and some
land along Mississippi River Boulevard will be
ceded to meet the city’s parkland dedication
requirement.

City officials heard from neighbors with
concerns about the project, including the
number of curb cuts planned along Otis Lane,
which has long served as an alley for some
homes on Mississippi River Boulevard and
Otis Avenue. Neighbors wanted a more cen-
trally located access point for the new homes
in the interest of safety.

Neighbors also objected to the loss of ma-
ture trees and the addition of sidewalks for
the new homes, saying that other properties
in the neighborhood do not have sidewalks.

The developers met with neighbors several
times and with the Union Park District Coun-
cil’s Land Use Committee. The district council
took no action on the project.

Collaborative creates relief fund
for area surrounding Allianz Field

Minnesota United and Allianz Life Insur-
ance Company of North America are partner-
ing to donate $75,000 to the Neighbors Unit-
ed Funding Collaborative (NUFC) to support
residents, businesses and organizations in
the Midway and Union Park areas during the
coronavirus pandemic.

The Union Park District Council (UPDC)
and Hamline Midway Coalition are working
together on the funding collaborative. More
than three dozen small businesses near Alli-
anz Field on Snelling Avenue and I-94 are cur-
rently seeking $2,500 grants from the fund.
Applications were being accepted through
May 11. Visit midwayunited.org/grant-pro-
cess.

The NUFC was created in 2016 to provide
a resource that neighborhoods surrounding
Allianz Field can draw from to improve the
area. The joint donation by Minnesota United
and Allianz Life has quadrupled the fund’s re-
sources.

Allianz Life also is matching up to $50,000
in financial contributions to Keystone Com-
munity Services to help provide access to food
for those who are living in the area.
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St. Paul officials brace for an estimated
$19 million to $34 million deficit in 2021

By JANE MCCLURE

he COVID-19 pandemic will be a bud-
I getbuster for the city of St. Paul, Mayor
Melvin Carter told the City Council on
May 6. The city has already spent $7 million
this year on pandemic-related costs that were
not anticipated in its 2020 budget. That, com-
bined with the anticipated drop in local sales
taxes, hotel and motel taxes and other sources
of city revenue, means the picture could be
bleak in 2021 with an estimated $19 million to
$34 million hit to the city budget.

“This will present real fiscal challenges,
which will impact all city departments,”
Carter said.

The city is adjusting its 2020 budget as it
amends plans for its 2021 operations. Staff va-
cancies are not being filled, and all expenses
are being scrutinized to see what can be de-
ferred. Carter said that though he is confident
the city can find a way forward, he cautioned
that changes lie ahead. He said the total eco-
nomic impact of the pandemic has yet to be
realized as state officials balance the need for
public safety with the demand to reopen busi-
nesses that have been fully or partially closed
by order of Governor Tim Walz for almost two
months.

One major concern for the city is the trickle
down effect of the state’s own budget woes.
A projected $1.5 billion state surplus became
an estimated $2.4 billion deficit over the
past couple weeks, and that could affect the
amount of Local Government Aid St. Paul
and other cities can expect to receive from
the state. St. Paul officials have been working
with the state’s congressional delegation to
see what funding is available from the federal
government, Carter said.

The City Council on May 6 adopted a tem-
porary reduction in business license fees to
offer some relief for local businesses that
have suffered a pronounced reduction in rev-
enue due to the pandemic. Council members
reduced license fees by 25 percent for many
types of businesses, extended for 90 days the

deadline for business license renewals that
were due before August 1, and waived the late
fees on a one-time basis.

While city facilities, including recreation
centers and libraries, remain largely closed,
city parks, trails, dog parks and other public
spaces have been opened with social distanc-
ing guidelines, though group activities involv-
ing people outside of one’s immediate family
are still prohibited.

Some basketball and tennis courts have
also been reopened as part of the Parks and
Recreation Department’s Rec Engagement
Crew (REC) pilot program. The goal is to safe-
ly reintroduce recreational activities in each of
the city’s seven wards.

REC workers have been assigned to each
of the pilot program locations to educate
and encourage park visitors to abide by so-
cial distancing and other public health direc-
tives. Signs will be posted to explain the pub-
lic health guidelines and how following them
will help to keep the facilities available for all
to use.

The newly reopened basketball and ten-
nis courts in the Villager's coverage area are
located at Dunning, Groveland, Homecroft,
Mattocks, Martin Luther King and St. Clair
recreation centers. City crews are replacing
the basketball hoops and other recreational
equipment that were removed in April.

St. Paul’s municipal golf courses were re-
opened to the public in April. However, the
city’s playgrounds, skate parks, Highland disc
golf course and other sports courts remain
closed. Restrooms and drinking fountains in
the parks also remain closed. Como Zoo and
Conservatory and the Great River Water Park
remain closed. No decisions have been made
on when the city’s swimming pools will re-
open.

Parks events, rentals, programs and ac-
tivities have been canceled through May 18,
though refunds for cancelled activities are be-
ing offered. The cancellation period could be
extended depending on decisions made at the
state level.

6< NEWS BRIEFS

PPL purchases part of Ford site

to construct affordable housing

The St. Paul City Council is poised to adopt
zoning and other changes to the master plan
and site plan for Ford Motor Company’s for-
mer assembly plant in Highland Park follow-
ing a public hearing on May 6. The hearing
occurred just a day after the Ford site’s master
developer, Ryan Companies, announced the
sale of part of the 122-acre site to Project for
Pride in Living (PPL) for the construction of
affordable housing.

PPL’s purchase is the first sale of land for
affordable housing there. PPL completed the
purchase on .78 acres for two phases of afford-
able housing. Its first building on the site will
be 60 units of supportive housing for house-
holds earning 30 percent or less of the Twin
Cities’ median income. Phase two will consist
of 76 units of “workforce” housing. Construc-
tion of the first building is anticipated to begin
in 2021

PPL is partnering with St. Paul-based
Emma Norton Services (ENS) to develop the
supportive housing and a new headquarters
for ENS, a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides housing for women and families on
their way out of homelessness.

“Thisis the most significant redevelopment
initiative St. Paul has seen in decades. We look
forward to continuing to pursue the goal of
creating housing that is affordable and acces-
sible to everyone,” said Paul Williams, CEO
of PPL.

The next step in the process for the afford-
able housing component of the redevelop-

ment is for PPL and CommonBond to submit
an application for public funding to the Min-
nesota Housing Finance Agency.

St. Paul tries to reduce market

for stolen catalytic converters

The St. Paul City Council approved an ordi-
nance on May 6 that makes it a misdemeanor
to sell or purchase a catalytic convertor that is
not attached to a motor vehicle. Thieves steal
and sell the devices for their metal content. A
used catalytic converter can bring about $100
atascrapyard.

Replacing a stolen converter can cost hun-
dreds of dollars and often exceeds the value
of an older vehicle. Council president Amy
Brendmoen said the spike in those thefts has
created a hardship for many families unable
to replace vehicles that are the targets of those
thieves. Many of the thefts occur in poorer
neighborhoods near scrapyards.

The City Council received about half a doz-
en comments on the ordinance. Most people
expressed support, saying they or their neigh-
bors had been victims of catalytic converter
theft. However, others said that until there is
a statewide crackdown on such sales, thieves
can simply sell the devices in another city.

Brendmoen agreed that the long-term so-
lution is statewide regulation, but that the St.
Paul ordinance should be seen as an interim
step. “We’re killing the market here,” she said.

City officials plan to contact businesses that
may be buying the stolen catalytic convertors.
In recent months the rate of theft of the de-
vices has skyrocketed.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.
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Rental housing regulations would do more harm than good

By CHAD SKALLY

St. Paul city staff to develop a proposed

Tenant Protections Ordinance. Not
only did they ignore all of the input from
property managers last summer and fall, they
developed an ordinance that will ultimately
increase property taxes for homeowners
and rental rates for tenants and reduce the
amount of affordable housing in St. Paul.

There are people who damage apartments
and do not pay rent. That is why property
management companies have screening
criteria. If the city makes it so property
management companies can no longer
effectively screen prospective tenants, then
rents will have to be increased to not only
deter people who cannot pay the rent, but
to cover the extra costs associated with the
effects of the city’s requirements. Changing
screening criteria will also cause rental
property values to go down and property
taxes for homeowners to go up.
The proposed ordinance would limit

which criminal offenses may be used to
deny a rental application. There are many
misdemeanor-level offenses related to sexual
attacks and stalking that the proposed
ordinance would force property managers to
ignore. This would only make it more difficult

I am highly disheartened by the work of

for low-income renters to find apartments.

Limiting the use of security deposits and
prepaid rent will also cause an increase in
monthly rents. The extra security deposits
and prepaid rent help offset future non-
payments from residents who are at higher
risk of not paying rent. If these fees are
limited, property managers will have to
increase the monthly rent to offset future
non-payments. In Seattle over 20 percent of
landlords that increased rent said that one
of the reasons was their city’s similar tenant
protection ordinances.

Is it right for a landlord who wants to
renovate a unit to have to give a resident
three months’ notice and pay the resident a
relocation amount equal to three times the
Metropolitan Council’s affordability limit?
(For a one-bedroom apartment, thatis
three times $1,124, which comes to $3,372.)
This will only promote the deterioration of
apartments in St. Paul.

I do not believe tenants should be allowed
to pay their rent late five months in a year.
Nor should a management company be
prohibited from giving them notice. If
someone consistently pays rent late, that
typically means they are in an apartment that
is too expensive. This will cause late fees to
increase because property owners still must
pay their bills. The increased late fees will

then lead to more evictions.

Many respectful renters will ultimately
choose to move out of St. Paul because
tenants who cause trouble at a property will
be more difficult to give notice to move. The
extra work for owners of affordable rental
housing to report a sale and purchase will be
aburden that may cause fewer properties to
stay or become affordable.

Overall, the proposed ordinance would
burden small landlords and cause them to
sell to large national companies. That will
affect St. Paul’s economy, because small
landlords spend more in their community
than large companies. My family has
managed apartments in St. Paul for over 70
years. I can see this ordinance as a reason for
my family and many others to retire from
this business. In Seattle about 40 percent
of landlords have sold, or plan to sell, their
properties in response to their city’s similar
ordinances.

Here are my recommendations:

o If there is not enough affordable housing
in St. Paul, the city should focus its efforts on
allocating funds to build more.

o If tenants are having trouble renting
because of poor credit scores and criminal
histories, provide them with outreach on
personal finance and respectful citizenship.

o If renters have many late payments, work

with them to find apartments that they can
afford and resources to help them budget
their money.

What frustrates me about this ordinance is
that the city staff and City Council members
who put this together most likely did zero
research on the impact that these types of
ordinances have had in other cities. I am
willing to bet that no one read the University
of Washington’s 2018 Seattle Housing Rental
Study.

This ordinance was brought to the City
Council with zero public input. The city
held several public meetings last summer
to discuss safe housing, but none of the
language in this proposal was discussed
at those meetings. If you look at the public
comments regarding the proposed ordinance,
itis more than apparent that the people
involved in developing it did not seek any
input from the residents affected by it. I
had hoped that since we are a democratic
government, our City Council would be
more transparent. I now fully expect the
City Council to completely ignore all the
comments against this ordinance and pass it.

A resident of Highland Park, Chad Skally
manages rental properties in downtown St. Paul,
Macalester-Groveland, Summit Hill, Summit-
University and St. Anthony Park.

Adopt tenants’ rights ordinance

Housing is a basic need we all share, and our community is
healthier, safer and more resilient when everyone has access
to stable, affordable housing. However, the reality is that
many St. Paul residents struggle to find and keep a place to
call home. Together, we can expand housing opportunities.

I urge Villager readers to contact their City Council
members to express support of a new tenants’ rights
ordinance under consideration. This ordinance, which will
create Chapter 193 in the city’s Legislative Code, provides
much-needed protections for tenants. For example, it would
prohibit housing providers from charging a security deposit of
more than one month’s rent and would require that housing
providers have just cause before terminating someone’s
tenancy. It would also require that landlords provide their
rental screening criteria to all applicants in writing.

Perhaps most important, the proposed ordinance will
increase equal opportunity in St. Paul by changing the ways
in which housing providers may screen out applicants
using criminal history background checks. Our criminal
justice system is rife with inequalities based on race and
ethnicity. Barring rental applicants with conviction records

yet how do they respond?

my conscience, and the bad feelings
I get from that encourages me to try
harder when challenged the next time.
We are in the midst of a coronavirus
catastrophe that has cost millions of
jobs. Public tax revenues are going to
go down just as quickly. Those most
vulnerable will suffer the most. Elected
officials have known this for months,

I encourage every citizen of St. Paul to
watch the City Council meeting of April
22 on the city’s web site (https://stpaul.
legistar.com/Calendar.aspx), agenda
item #29. Ayd Mill Road improvements
passed by one vote at the end of the
meeting. This is the first of many tests
for our elected officials in choosing
between what is essential and what is
not in the face of collapsed revenues. If
we apply Mrs. Gonzalez’s standards of
critical thinking and compassion, how

has a disproportionate and unfair impact on people of color.
Currently, too many home seekers are summarily disqualified
from housing due to behavior long in the past, or not
pertinent to the ability to be a good tenant.

These simple changes will expand housing opportunities
for St. Paul renters, and that’s a benefit for our entire city.

Erika L. Sanders
Macalester-Groveland

No pride in Ayd Mill Road vote

Mrs. Gonzalez was my fourth-grade teacher, a naturalized
U.S. citizen and my first daily interaction with someone who
did not look like me in 1960s Minnesota. Mrs. Gonzalez was
awonderful teacher, and many of her lessons are still in my
memory as [ am sure they are in my fellow students. “Always
do your best,” “Tell the truth,” “Respect your elders and your
fellow students,” “Be kind to the less fortunate,” “Be generous
to those in need,” “Think before you act,” and the notice she
always gave us when turning in our tests—“Be proud of your
efforts and sign your work so I know whom to give credit to.”

I still remember how to count to 10 and to thank people in
Spanish, but I have failed Mrs. Gonzalez’s lessons in critical
thinking and compassion on many occasions. This bothers

would your council member fare?

Regardless of how you feel about the worthiness of this
project, don’t you think that part of the $7.5 million should
be dedicated for signage on Ayd Mill Road, for the ones who
worked so hard to make this happen, so that they can be
proud of their efforts and take credit for their work? “This
multi-modal bikeway was made possible by Melvin Carter-
Mayor, Russ Stark-Chief Resilience Officer, Amy Brendmoen-
City Council President, and Mitra Jalali, Nelsie Yang and Jane
Prince-City Council members.

Or should we all hang our heads in collective shame?

Robert Stady
Macalester-Groveland

Resurface Ayd Mill—period!

The St. Paul City Council ought to be ashamed of itself for
wasting an extra $5 million that belongs to the taxpayers of
this city on an unnecessary—or, shall I say, “nonessential”’—
bike project. Ayd Mill Road needs to be repaved—period! We
do not need another expensive bike-lane right now.

The City Council approved the $7.5 million rebuild of Ayd
Mill Road in the midst of people losing employment and
businesses shutting down, and people facing economic
ruin. As a St. Paul business owner, I am shut down, losing

thousands of dollars that I will not be able to recoup. Let’s put
that $5 million toward the real needs of our citizens and—Iike
we have to do in our own households—spend on luxuries
only when we have the money.
Amy Stariha
Lexington-Hamline

City Council must do better

The St. Paul City Council just OK’d the $7.5 million rebuild
of Ayd Mill Road. With the current shutdown going on, a lot
of people are not working. This also means the city will not
have the revenue coming in. I don’t want to hear that St. Paul
can’t afford police or firefighters. The City Council needs to
make better decisions for its residents.

Mark Lehner
West End

A time for belt-tightening

Yee-haw! My Social Security benefitincreased by 1.6
percent this year and my property tax by 14.6 percent. So
my stimulus check arrived just in time to turn it around
at the bank and pay less than half of my May property tax

INBOX »9
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payment. So much for using the $1,200 for financial stimulus
in the community, in which I've been trying to support local
businesses as best I can.

This city of St. Paul has got to stop spending on multi-
million-dollar projects, such as the really stupid plan for Ayd
Mill Road, at a time when people and businesses are hanging
on to a very slippery slope with short fingernails. This is a
time for governmental belt-tightening.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Just close Ayd Mill Road

Ayd Mill Road primarily serves suburban commuters
driving to their Minneapolis jobs. Let them take Crosstown
Highway 62 to Hiawatha Avenue, or heaven forbid, public
transit. Close Ayd Mill Road. Let nature finish off the
remnants, and lease the land for a solar-panel farm.

Peter K. Butler
Highland Park

A final solution

Given that Ayd Mill Road sucks up one-third of St. Paul’s
street maintenance resources, thatitisin a bad location for
street maintenance with springs seeping out of the hills on
the west side of the valley, that many other city streets are in
desperate need of maintenance, that higher speeds damage
roads at an increased rate, and that a significant number of
drivers on Ayd Mill Road are not city residents and taxpayers,

I suggest the city stop maintaining Ayd Mill Road, reduce the
speed limit to 30 or 25 mph, post signs warning people to
travel on it at their own risk, and drop all plans to reconstruct
the road in any fashion. If someday it appears feasible to
construct a bike and pedestrian trail in that location, then try
that, but keep motor vehicles elsewhere.
David Heitzman
Macalester-Groveland

Immigrants’ needs unmet

As states across the country make the decision about
reopening parts of their economies, immigrants will take
on a disproportionate amount of risk while receiving less
than their share of support. Lifting business restrictions in
Minnesota means asking local businesses to weigh their
own financial solvency against public health precautions.
For many small businesses, this is an impossible choice, and
many will be forced to choose to open or go bankrupt.

Small businesses employ nearly half of Minnesota’s
workforce. And immigrant-owned businesses in Minnesota
account for $8.7 billion in annual sales, employing over
50,000 Minnesotans. Nearly 500,000 immigrants — both
documented and undocumented — serve in essential roles
throughout our workforce and make up 16 percent of
all health care workers fighting on the front lines of the
COVID-19 crisis.

Immigrants are key parts of our communities and

:II

1.

economies. However, they have been unduly neglected in
federal relief efforts. The recent federal CARES Act does not
apply to undocumented immigrants, who make up a quarter
of Minnesota’s immigrant population; only those who can
demonstrate that they are authorized to work in the U.S. are
eligible for unemployment benefits, a stipulation that impacts
H1-B skilled workers and DACA recipients. President Trump
signed an executive order to keep meat processing plants
open despite the rising death toll. Guess what population
makes up nearly half of Minnesota’s animal slaughtering and
processing employees?
Our federal government’s response to COVID-19 has failed
to meet the needs of our immigrant communities. And so it
is even more urgent that state governments do not fail them,
too, in this next phase of their response to the pandemic.
Before we consider reopening Minnesota businesses, please,
Governor Walz, let’s give immigrants the support they
deserve.
Libby Arnosti
Macalester-Groveland

Help for those with Alzheimer’s

The COVID-19 pandemic threatens the health of millions
in this country and around the world, but also presents
additional challenges for more than 5 million Americans
living with Alzheimer’s, their caregivers, the research
community and the nonprofits serving these vulnerable
populations. In Minnesota, it’s projected that the number
of individuals 65 and older living with Alzheimer’s will
increase by over 20 percent, to 120,000, in the next five years.
In addition, data show that roughly 257,000 Minnesotans
provided direct care for people living with Alzheimer’s in
2019. These numbers will only grow.

The Promoting Alzheimer’s Awareness to Prevent Elder
Abuse Act would require the U.S. Department of Justice
to develop training materials to assist professionals who
support victims of abuse living with Alzheimer’s and other
forms of dementia in order to improve their interactions
with this vulnerable population and protect them from elder
abuse.

The bipartisan Improving HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act would
help families by educating clinicians on the Alzheimer’s and
dementia care planning services available through Medicare.
Given that the need for geriatric clinicians will increase
dramatically, this is especially important.

During this crisis, nonprofits are providing tremendous
support to the communities they serve despite facing
economic hardships. Congress must establish an exclusive
fund to support nonprofits that have between 500 and
10,000 employees, including loan forgiveness to ensure
charities like the Alzheimer’s Association can continue to
serve the communities that depend on them.

Please join me and the Alzheimer’s Association in
encouraging U.S. Representative McCollum as well as U.S.
Senators Smith and Klobuchar to include these bipartisan
policies that will have an impact on the millions of families
affected by Alzheimer’s and other dementia in the fourth
COVID-19 pandemic relief package.

Margot Schwamb
Lowertown

Flyers that fall short

I'd like to think that we could come up with a solution
to the environmental obscenity we all experience atleast
weekly. I'm talking about those plastic-wrapped flyers that
litter walkways, lawns, boulevards and, most important,
gutters. At a time when we all should be wary of our
consumptive habits, this just seems to be obscene.

Dick Kleinbaum
Summit-University

Immigration then and now

My maternal grandfather left Sweden in 1880 as Per
Carlsson and settled in Minnesota where he became Peter
Sandberg. Peter eventually made his way to the Lake Itasca
area where he probably worked in a lumber camp. He spent
most of his working years as a blacksmith on the Iron Range.
That is where my mother was born.

I recently discovered that when Peter came to America,
he initially lived around Wyoming, Minnesota, not far from
where Olaus and Johanna Soderberg lived with their children
in alog cabin that Olaus built. Olaus and Johanna were Peter’s
aunt and uncle. It seems likely that they shared their home
with Peter for a time after his arrival. He probably received
their help on his journey from Sweden.

Olaus left Sweden in 1869, probably driven by the famine
0f 1867-68. Johanna left Europe in 1871, in either a sailing
ship or a steamship. She traveled with her six children, ages
3-14. They likely spent several weeks in steerage, crossing
the Atlantic on the lower deck of the ship where the cargo
was stored. Steerage was normally crowded, dark and damp.
Limited sanitation often made it dirty and foul-smelling. In
New York, Johanna and her children would have boarded a
westbound train. The final leg of their journey would likely
have been by steamboat, traveling up the Mississippi and
St. Croix rivers to the landings at either Stillwater or Taylors
Falls.

When I hear people complain about the would-be
immigrants on our southern border today, I think of my
Swedish ancestors. They were poor, unskilled and didn’t
know English, but they weren’t placed in cages and their
children weren’t separated from their parents. Yes, we need a
coherent immigration policy. We cannot have open borders.
But the whole process involving immigrants should be done
in a humane manner. We can do better as a nation. As Jesus
said, “What you do to the least among us, you also do to me.”

M.L. Kluznik
Mendota Heights

Do write, won’t you?

The Villager welcomes letters to the editor. To be considered
for publication, however, letters must be signed, indicate the
neighborhood in which the letter writer lives, and include a
phone number for verification purposes. Please, send your
letter to the Villager at 757 S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116
or email it to letters@myvillager.com.

We are open during the stay at home order as an essential business.
WE use CDC recommended health and safety measures to protect both our customers and our employees.

- During this “Stay at Home” time, make sure your family enjoys the best in
home comfort with a new high efficiency HVAC system from LENNOX.
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Home Comfort system including a 98% efficient
SLP furnace and an XC 25 air conditioner
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Thirty new apartments planned for corner of Marshall and Finn

By JANE MCCLURE

hree single-family homes and a duplex

I on the northeast corner of Marshall

Avenue and Finn Street would be re-

placed by two new apartment buildings un-

der a plan that was reviewed on April 20 by

the Land Use Committee of the Union Park
District Council (UPDC).

The project proposed by developer Jon
Schwartzman was met with a decidedly
mixed reaction from the committee members
and neighbors who attended the meeting.
They asked for more time to consider the mat-
ter, and Schwartzman agreed to come back to
the committee on May 18. (Visit unionparkdc.
org for how to access that meeting.)

City staff have been reviewing Schwartz-
man’s site plan since March. The project
needs no zoning changes or variances, so the
recommendation of the UPDC is not needed.

The dwellings slated for demolition are at
2115, 2111, 2103 and 2097 Marshall. The four
properties, which cumulatively encompass
more than 46,500 square feet, are zoned for
lower-density multifamily residential.

Last summer Schwartzman completed the
construction of a five-story, 16-unit apart-
ment building at Marshall Avenue and Moore
Street. That building, which has been mar-
keted to college students, can house up to 64
residents. Schwartzman said he is now hear-
ing from young adults who want a different
rental option. He described his latest project
as appealing to young professionals.

The developer said he hopes to work with
neighbors on the project at Marshall and Finn,
given his experience with the building at Mar-
shall and Moore. “I got pummeled the last

Developer John Schwartzman said he is willing to work with neighbors on his plans for replacing three
single-family homes and a duplex with two new apartment buildings on Marshall Avenue at Finn Street.

time I was here,” Schwartzman said. Some
neighbors unsuccessfully sued the city over
that project.

The Marshall-Moore development coin-
cided with an effort to get historic designa-
tion for a six-block stretch of Marshall Avenue
along with a major rezoning study for Mar-
shall in both the Merriam Park and Snelling-
Hamline neighborhoods. Much of the two-
mile stretch of Marshall from the Mississippi
River to Hamline Avenue has been rezoned
for higher-density redevelopment, while the
historic study is still pending before the city’s
Heritage Preservation Commission.

The first building Schwartzman plans to
construct at Marshall and Finn would have 10

three-bedroom loft-style apartments. With a
height of 40 feet, it would include three levels
ofhousing above onelevel of parking. The sec-
ond building at the rear of the property would
have 20 apartments in a mix of one-, two-,
three- and four bedroom units. It too would
have a height of 40 feet. The buildings would
share 45 enclosed parking stalls and six sur-
face stalls for their residents.

Schwartzman described the first building,
dubbed the Marshall Lofts, as “cool looking.
We want to create something more contem-
porary.” Exterior materials for both buildings
would be a combination of metal, composite
board and brick.

Some UPDC committee members and

neighbors disagreed with Schwartzman’s
description of the architecture, saying they
would like to see a style that better comple-
ments the surrounding neighborhood. Ac-
cording to them, Schwartzman’s firm, Fair-
way Property Management, displays more
attractive buildings on its website.

The Marshall building was described by
some at the meeting as “boxy,” “cheap,” “in-
stitutional” and lacking in the architectural
details that would break up the building’s
long facade.

“I like the density,” said UPDC board mem-
ber Scott Berger, “but my college dorm builtin
the 1960s was dense. This reminds me of my
dorm, built during an architectural age that
isn’t highly regarded and hasn’t aged very
well.”

The amount of parking was also criticized.
Schwartzman said he would like to offer more
than one space per apartment. However,
some committee members and neighbors
said it should not need that much parking,
given that Marshall has been designated for a
new bus rapid transit line in the future.

One suggestion was to provide more hous-
ing and fewer parking stalls and seek a park-
ing variance. Schwartzman, whose company
needed a variance for a recent development
on Grand Avenue, was reluctant to apply for
another one. “It was a nightmare,” he said.

Others at the meeting pressed for more af-
fordable housing. Schwartzman said he had
hoped to offer an affordable unit and that he
looked closely at the city’s 4D program, which
provides property tax breaks for landlords
who maintain a minimum percentage of units
at affordable rent levels. “But we couldn’t
make the numbers work,” he said.

Changes to St. Paul's multifamily zoning regulations gain support

By JANE MCCLURE

in many of St. Paul’s existing multifam-

ily residential districts have much more
support than opposition, if comments re-
ceived during a public hearing before the St.
Paul Planning Commission on May 1 are any
indication.

The changes are being proposed to address
the city’s affordable housing shortage and are
being promoted as a way to add more dwell-
ings on properties already zoned for residen-
tial multifamily (RM) use. The commission
heard from almost a dozen district councils,

Proposed changes to allow more density

developers and private citizens via written
comments, according to senior city planner
Bill Dermody. In-person comments were not
allowed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The commission forwarded the comments
to its Comprehensive and Neighborhood
Planning Committee for further study before
it makes a recommendation to the City Coun-
cil. A second public hearing will be held by
the council, most likely in June or July.

“The proposed changes are significant,”
said Dermody, who met with seven district
councils over the past several months to ex-
plain them. The Summit Hill Association and
North End Neighborhood Association were

the only district councils that submitted writ-
ten comments on the changes, which could
potentially affect hundreds of properties.

For more than a decade, St. Paul has used
traditional neighborhoods mixed-use zon-
ing to promote development and add more
density, especially along major transit routes.
Changing what is allowed under RM zoning
would permit greater housing density in those
areas without requiring commercial uses.

Under the proposed changes, taller struc-
tures would be allowed at up to 70 feet in RM
zones with a conditional use permit. Cur-
rently, the highest buildings allowed in those
zones is 50 feet.
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THANK YOU
ST. PAUL!

Over the last two weeks we have
collected more than 700 bags of food
and supplies from our generous
St. Paul neighbors.

These donations will go directly to
Keystone Community Services —
enough to provide 3600 meals for
families in need!

We are so grateful for our community!

#StayHomeMN #GoodInTheNeighborhood
TheOddCoupleTeam.com
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The changes would also allow a property to
have less off-street parking and would estab-
lish design standards so new buildings would
complement the surrounding neighborhood.
Other changes would affect building set-
backs, lot coverage and floor-area ratios that
are used to regulate density.

Developers, private citizens and land-
lords who submitted comments praised the
changes, but also wanted more added. Dustin
Schroeder, a Summit-University resident and
owner of three rental properties, said he has
looked at adding units to his properties in re-
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St. Paul's Heritage Preservation Commission approved plans for a two-story, single-family home with
attached three-car garage on the vacant lot at 962 Summit Ave.

One of two proposed new homes
on Summit Ave. approved by HPC

By JANE MCCLURE

met very different fates on April 20 at
the hands of the St. Paul Heritage Pres-
ervation Commission (HPC). Work on a home
at 962 Summit Ave. can move forward, but the
prospective developer of a home at 1498 Sum-
mit will have to go back to the drawing board.

The housing projects involve two of the
few vacant lots on Summit. The former is in
the Historic Hill District and the latter is in
the Summit Avenue West Historic District.
Construction plans require HPC review before
building permits can be issued in historic dis-
tricts. HPC staff had earlier recommended ap-
proval of both building plans.

David Hovda, the prospective developer
of 1498 Summit, attended his preapplication
review, but not the April 20 public hearing on
his plans. Commissioners asked if they could
lay over Hovda’s application so that they
could seek more information from the appli-
cant. But with the project facing a deadline
for action, the HPC felt it had no choice but to
reject the application. State law requires local
units of government to act within 60 days of
receiving a zoning application. Otherwise the
application is approved automatically. Appli-
cants can consent to a 60-day extension, but
Hovda was not there to consent.

The lot in question, on the south side of
Summit between Saratoga and Pascal streets,
was split off several years ago. Hovda’s plans
call for a two-story, single-family home and a
detached three-car garage. The house would
fill most of the 40-foot-wide lot, which raised
red flags for HPC members and two neighbors
of the proposed home.

“This would be very close to neighbor-
ing properties,” said Jacob Stern, an attorney
representing the Koppang and Teigen fami-
lies, who live on either side of the lot. “The
building is something you’d expect to see on a
much larger lot. It would tower over the adja-

Plans for two new Summit Avenue homes

cent properties.”

While Stern’s clients understand that the
lot between their homes will not remain va-
cant forever, Stern said, they believe the pro-
posed dwelling with its steeply pitched roof is
too massive for the lot.

“It looks like a very nice house,” said Rich-
ard Teigen. “Itjust doesn’t seem to be the right
fitfor thelot.”

Several commissioners agreed with neigh-
bors that the design of the house is inconsis-
tent with historic district guidelines. They
wanted more details on the building’s height
and setbacks along with drawings that
showed how the proposed home looked next
to neighboring homes.

“We just don’t have enough information,”
said commissioner Paul Nelson. “I think it’s
a good thing to send this back to the drawing
board.”

Hovda had 10 days to appeal the HPC’s rul-
ing to the City Council, but no appeal was
filed.

The HPC approved the plans for a two-story
single-family home with attached three-car
garage at 962 Summit. The 60-by-250-foot
lot is on the south side of Summit between
Chatsworth and Milton streets. It was split
from the lot at 966 Summit in 2019.

Builder John Sharkey made design changes
in response to comments received at an HPC
preapplication review in February. The pro-
posed house is designed in the Colonial Re-
vival style with an open front porch, a deck
above and a heavy cornice lining the roof and
dividing the first and second floors. It would
have double-hung windows and shake siding.

Karen Miller, who lives in Hudson but owns
the house at 952 Summit, opposed the plans.
According to her, the new house will be “an
obstacle” to her plans to sell her property.
Neighbor Lee Sexton expressed general ap-
proval, with the caveat that quality materials
be used in construction in keeping with other
nearby homes.
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sponse to tenants’ requests for smaller units,
but current RM zoning makes that difficult.
The Summit Hill Association met four times
in recent weeks to discuss the zoning chang-
es and made several suggestions, includ-
ing retaining current RM parking standards.
Because the Planning Commission has had
a parking study underway for the past few
years, the SHA is suggesting that any parking
changes wait until that study is complete.
“We recognize that parking availabil-
ity plays a major role in increasing residential
housing density, providing affordable hous-
ing and promoting the use of public transit,”
the SHA wrote. “In a current densely populat-
ed neighborhood with limited transit options,
livability includes access to parking. Ideally

and essentially, parking, transit and RM zon-
ing should be considered together.”

The SHA also asked that a height limit of 35
feet, or 45 feet with a conditional use permit,
be imposed for all RM properties.

Many technical changes are also being pro-
posed to the city’s three types of RM zoning.
RM-1 provides for predominantly one- and
two-family homes, townhouses and low-
density multi-unit structures as a transition
between single-family areas and ones with
higher density. RM-2, which is the most prev-
alent of the three types, allows more densely
populated multifamily residences and a vari-
ety of congregate living arrangements, espe-
cially near major thoroughfares and transit
lines. RM-3 zoning has long been used for
high-rise buildings.

Nobody Cares for Eyes
More Than Pearle
Yes, we are open

We are scheduling and performing Essential
and Routine eye exams. Our #1 priority is the
safety of our patients and team. Our team will
be in full protective gear with new protocols
in place. Upon entering, sanitizer and masks will
be provided and temperatures will be taken.

We appreciate
your loyalty to our
Small Business!
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Contact Dianna today
to learn more!

651-432-4940

Now reserving assisted living
and memory care apartments!
At Lexington Landing, enjoy a simpler
lifestyle in a stylish apartment, complete
with on-site amenities!

Information Office
Carondelet Center
1890 Randolph Ave, Ste 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105

LexingtonLanding.org

Assisted living offers:

« Bright, open floor plans

«  Fully-equipped kitchen with
refrigerator, stove/oven and microwave

» Bathroom with elevated toilet, grab
bars and roll-in shower

» Individually controlled heat and central
air conditioning

« Convenient in-home laundry with
washer and dryer in most assisted
living apartments

HIGHLAND PARK
FALL 2020

Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned By: ). A. Wedum Foundation
Managed By: PHS Management, LLC

SENIOR APARTMENTS | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

FOR SALE BY OWNER

2101 Juno Avenue, St.Paul, MN 55116
3BR/3.5BA, custom crafted beautiful built-in cabinetry, gas fireplace, natural lighting,
many windows. Well manicured private back patio, yard, gardens. 2 Car detached
garage. Well maintained, 2764 Sq. Ft. Call for a showing, interested buyers only please.

| Rocky 507-254-1152 | http://www.2101Juno.com | $729,900 |
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Survival of the fittest

Workout places try to stay strong
with healthy dose of online classes

By FRANK JossI

he SweatShop Health Club in Mer-

I riam Park has been holding periodic

“pandemic parades” in which trainers

drive to their clients’ homes, drop off free fit-

ness props and sing the Randy Newman song

“You’ve Got a Friend in Me” from a safe social
distance.

Trainers from the St. Paul Jewish Commu-
nity Center have been teaching online work-
out classes from makeshift basement or living
room fitness areas, with sessions occasionally
interrupted by visits from family pets.

Some of the clients of The Power House in
Highland Park are using sand-filled water jugs
or whatever else they can find around their
homes to serve as weights during their virtual
workout sessions.

Welcome to the new world of fitness train-
ing during the coronavirus pandemic. Online
workouts have become popular as fitness
centers struggle to stay in business, keep staff
busy and help clients stay healthy with per-
sonalized exercises they can do at home. The
fitness instructors have not only picked up
viewers from down the street, but around the
globe while presenting classes using laptop
computers, tablets and cellphones.

Tula Yoga & Wellness, 99 N. Snelling Ave.,
offers at least 30 virtual fitness classes from
morning to evening with an expanded base
of participants ranging from regular members

“Half of our work
is fitness and half is
about engagement and
connection,” said Gayle
Winegar of the SweatShop.

to people across the country. “We no longer
have geographic constraints, but we do have
to remember to tell people about the time
zone difference,” said studio owner and yoga
therapist Ann Blackburn.

Delivering a virtual class without being
able to see the participants presents many
challenges for the instructors, according to
Blackburn. She generally uses Zoom’s webi-
nar option where those who are working out
see the instructor, but not vice versa. Itis alev-
el of privacy welcomed by many students who
may feel more comfortable doing yoga alone.

“We feel like we'’re offering a really good
service that people need,” said Blackburn,
who teaches out of her studio.

For private and small group sessions, in-
structors can see and lead students through
the exercises. Blackburn said she opens class-
es by asking if participants have any tension
issues or injuries and asks that they grab a
few props—a bath towel, chair, blanket or pil-
low—to support themselves as they work out.

Blackburn adjusts a sign advertising Tula Yoga's online classes.

20%OFF

We’'re
Open!
Mon-Fri
9am-11pm

_Drycleaning

Some exclusions, expires 6/15/20.
Your Green Cleaner!

,-l-hl\
SKYLINE

CLEANERS

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

651-340- 2452 SkylineCleaners.net

Tula Yoga & Wellness owner Ann Blackburn streams a virtual workout class. pHotos By BRaD STAUFFER

Gayle Winegar, president and founder of
the SweatShop at 167 N. Snelling Ave., said she
and her staff first started offering free virtual
workouts on Facebook Live before moving to
private paid Zoom classes. She said the club’s
instructors have grown comfortable leading
the classes and have learned the art of advis-
ing Pilates and fitness clients not only in St.
Paul, but in other states and countries.

The trainers also have gotten creative. One
employs a chair as a Pilates prop, while anoth-
er discovered her hallway was the best place
to teach online. The club’s 22 digital trainers
reach out to clients through the pandemic pa-
rades and spend 30 minutes a day checking in
on them with phone calls.

“Half of our work s fitness and half is about
engagement and connection,” Winegar said.

Max and Jill Lipset own The Power House,
a fitness studio at 617 S. Snelling Ave. with
15 instructors teaching as many as 40 online
classes every week in addition to providing
private health coaching.

“I’s going pretty well,” Max Lipset said
about the virtual workouts. “The challenge
is people are on their screens at work a lot, so
doing another 45 minutes to an hour adds to
that screen time. But people say they’re get-
ting alot of value out of it.”

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE

IAGNOSTIC MAINTENANCE & REPAIR FACILITY

AUTOMOBILE

Stop in today for a FREE
battery & antifreeze check

651-298-0956
910 Randolph (between Lexington & W. 7th)
stpaulautomotive.net

Angies list. |

The Power House has lent resistance bands,
barbells and other small fitness equipment to
members and has rented large pieces to them
for a fee. By clearing the equipment out, Lip-
set said he can more easily move forward on
his plans to renovate the space. “My gyms are
pretty empty,” he said. “That’s not something
we expected.”

The remote workouts also are not expected
to end anytime soon. “For the next year or so,
we have to be ready to provide people with
exercise instruction they can do from their
homes until there’s a vaccine,” Lipset said.
“We’re planning to continue the digital work-
outs for the foreseeable future.”

The Jewish Community Center, 1375 St. Paul
Ave., also is using Facebook Live for its virtual
workout classes and then provides them on
its Facebook page and YouTube channel, ac-
cording to Anna Golv, fitness and group exer-
cise manager. The JCC offers about 15 classes
weekly, allowing nonmembers to participate
in classes or watch videos, hoping they sign
up as members after the pandemic subsides.

“We’ve had a lot of positive feedback from
people thanking us for providing a place
where people can gather and take care of one
another and still have a community feel in this
new world,” Golv said.

Online Yoga Classes

<

Yoga&Wellness

tulayogawellness.com
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BZA denies variances for Grand apartments

New building would
have 12 three- and
four-bedroom units

By JANE MCCLURE

proposed  five-story, 12-unit

Ajpartment building is too large

nd dense for its Grand Avenue

site, according to the St. Paul Board of

Zoning Appeals (BZA). The board voted

6-1 on April 27 to deny variances for the
project at 1769 Grand Ave.

The developer, Owatonna-based
Good Timing LLC, had applied for three
variances for the building. The first was
for lot size—1,500 square feet per apart-
ment unit is required, and 866 square
feet per unit was proposed. The second
was for the sideyard setback—nine feet
is required, and six feet was proposed.
The third variance was for off-street
parking—19 parking spaces are re-
quired, and 12 spaces were proposed.

The apartment building would re-
place a duplex built in 1916. The site is
zoned for multifamily, medium-density
housing (RM2). That block of Grand
Avenue also includes Grand-Wheeler
Sinclair service station, three apartment
buildings and CVS Pharmacy.

Developer Luke Wiborg said he and
business partner Max Smith purchased
the duplex last October. They originally
intended to rehabilitate the structure,
but found it to be too deteriorated. He
said they consulted city and neighbor-
hood plans before proposing the five-
story apartment building. He cited as
reasons for the added density the un-
derlying RM2 zoning as well as the lot’s
50-by-200-foot size. “That told us this
was platted for more intensive use,” he
said.

The building as proposed would have
12 three- and four-bedroom units, most
of them multi-level in design. Several
floor plans would be offered. The units
could appeal to families, Wiborg said,
providing flexibility for tenants want-
ing a home office, den or playroom.
Monthly rents would range from $2,500
to $3,400.

BZA staff recommend approval of the
variances. So did the Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council’s Housing and
Land Use Committee on an 11-4 vote in
April. Some district council members
questioned whether the apartments
would appeal more to students from
nearby colleges with bedrooms that
could accommodate as many as four
people in each unit. However, others
applauded the project, saying it would
provide greater density along a busroute

Good Timing LLC has proposed a five-story, 12-unit apartment building for the 50-by-200-
foot lot at 1769 Grand Ave.

“You’ve got the skinniest
lot on the block,” said
Summit Avenue resident
Dan Scott. “(The building
design) seems really

out of proportion.”

and near the A Line bus rapid transit line.

The Summit Avenue Residential Pres-
ervation Association (SARPA) opposed
the project.

BZA members Robert Clarksen, Joyce
Maddox, Daniel Miller, Luis Rangel Mo-
rales, Danielle Swift and Diane Trout-
Oertel voted to deny the variances.
Thomas Saylor cast the sole vote against
denial.

Several BZA members said that while
they appreciate the project’s design and
the developers’ commitment to such
features as rooftop solar panels, it is too
dense for the lot and out of character for
the neighborhood. Inconsistency with
the city’s comprehensive plan was also
cited.

“You're cramming a lot of people into
a very narrow space,” said Rangel Mo-
rales. He and others said a smaller build-
ing could be built there.

“Ithink the parking will be a real prob-
lem,” Maddox said. “It’s always been a
problem on Grand Avenue.”

Clarksen and Maddox were dubious
that the apartments would be attractive
to families. According to Clarksen, the

Business Briefs

proposed rents are higher than the aver-
age mortgage payment in the area. “To
even suggest that this is an option for
anything other than student housing is
disingenuous,” he said.

One person, Macalester-Groveland
resident Cathy Plessner, spoke in favor
of the project at the BZA hearing, say-
ing it would bring greater vitality to the
area. However, that was questioned by
several other local residents. They said
that while they welcome new develop-
ment, the building is simply too large
for the lot. They recommended that a
smaller building be proposed, as did the
owner of the apartment building at 1775
Grand Ave.

The project’s opponents disputed
Wiborg’s contention that the area lacks
three- and four-bedroom apartments,
saying those are what are being built in
the area.

“You've got the skinniest lot on the
block,” said Summit Avenue resident
Dan Scott. “(The building design) seems
really out of proportion.”

“We welcome and commend new de-
velopment,” said Suzi Scott, Dan’s wife.
“But this is too big. And we already have
a problem with spillover parking.”

Summit Avenue resident Anne Geiss-
er said a lower-density development
should be considered. “This is just the
wrong building in the wrong place,” she
said.

“How does it add to livability, adding
that many people on the block?” asked
Summit Avenue resident Paul Padratzik.
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Sale items excluded, expires 6/30/20
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For over 88 years, Garlock-French has
been committed to quality and value.
In fact, we include a no-hassle guarantee on
all our work and we provide competitive pricing.

That's the Garlock-French promise - it means everything
we do is designed to help you get more
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Bethany Wood of HealthSource Chiropractic of St. Paul, 1053
Grand Ave., was chosen as the Young Entrepreneur of the Year
as part of Minnesota’s celebration of National Small Business
Week on May 3-9. The state’s winners were chosen for their
success in starting or helping small business and their efforts
to give back to the community. Each business also received as-
sistance from the U.S. Small Business Association in the form
of guaranteed loans, business training, consultation and more.
The SBA Minnesota District Office will join partners across the
state to celebrate the winners at events to be announced soon.
To learn more, visit sba.gov.

The Grand Avenue Business Association is partnering with
Lunds & Byerlys to sponsor a blood drive for Memorial Blood
Center that has been reschedule from noon-6 p.m. Thursday
and Friday, July 9-10, at 799 Grand Ave. The ongoing corona-

virus pandemic has caused a flurry of cancellations of blood
drives and placed enormous pressure on much-needed blood
supplies. To register to donate, visit tinyurl.com/yallfekz and
enter code 4860. For more, contact Brian Wagner at 651-497-
4387 or info@grandave.com.

Suntide Commercial Realty has purchased Johnny Baby’s on
the northwest corner of University Avenue and Chatsworth
St. and plans to renovate the longtime bar as a retail estab-
lishment. Suntide closed on the sale in March and immedi-
ately began work to improve the 5,376-square-foot property,
including new windows and landscaping. “We think this is a
great opportunity for Suntide to improve the neighborhood
and add retail,” said Barb Schuba, CEO of Suntide, a commer-
cial real estate company headquartered at 2550 University
Ave. W. in St. Paul.
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The following crime incidents were compiled
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police depart-
ment reports and other sources.
HighlandPark

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-
ported on the 1800 block of Saunders Avenue
at7:58 p.m. Monday, April 27.

Burglary—Residential burglaries were
committed on the 2300 block of Benson Av-
enue on April 19, the 1600 block of Pinehurst
Avenue on April 20 and the 1300 block of East
Maynard Drive on April 23.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 2100
block of Ford Parkway on April 16, the 1900
block of Graham Avenue on April 17, the 1200
block of Juno Avenue on April 17, the 500
block of Warwick Street on April 20 and the
1200 block of Davern Street on April 22.

—Several items were reported stolen from
vehicles on the 600 block of South Cleveland
Avenue on April 18 and the 1700 block of Rome
Avenue on April 23.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000
were reported stolen from a business on
the 2000 block of Ford Parkway at 7:55 a.m.
Monday, April 20.

Arson—An arson fire was reported at a
multifamily residence on the 2500 block of
Edgcumbe Road at 11:38 p.m. Sunday, April
19. Another arson fire was reported on the
1300 block of East Maynard Drive at 11:16 p.m.
Saturday, April 25.

Miscellaneous—Felony damage to prop-
erty was reported on the 2300 block of
Benson Avenue at 2:25 a.m. Sunday, April 19.

Theft—A theft from vehicle of items valued
at more than $1,000 was reported on Ash-

land Avenue and Dunlap Street at 12:45 p.m.
Saturday, April 18.

Burglary—A home burglary was reported
on the 200 block of South Syndicate Street at

1:58 a.m. Saturday, April 18.

Theft—Items valued at more than $1,000
were stolen from vehicles on the 1800 block of
Randolph Avenue on April 16, on Edgcumbe
Road and Jefferson Avenue on April 20, and on
the 1600 block of Berkeley Avenue on April 22.

—Vehicles were stolen on Osceola and
Snelling avenues on April 19, the 1800 block
of Wellesley Avenue on April 26, on Palace and
Snelling avenues on April 28, and the 2000
block of Grand Avenue on April 29.

Mendota Heights

Burglary—Tools were reported stolen
from an underground parking garage on the
2300 block of Lexington Avenue at 10:05 a.m.
Friday, April 24.

Theft—A wheelchair valued at $5,000 was
stolen from the end of a driveway on the 500
block of Mendota Road while its owner was
walking down the street at 9:50 a.m. Monday,
April 20.

—Spools of copper wire were reported sto-
len from a work truck on the 1400 block of
Northland Drive at 6:08 a.m. Monday, April 20.

—Several items were reported stolen from
vehicles on the 2300 block of Lexington Av-
enue on April 23, the 600 block of Hidden
Creek Trail on April 25, the 1000 block of May-
field Heights Lane on April 25, the 700 block
of Round Hill Road on April 25, the 600 block
of Linden Street on April 27, the 900 block of
Mendakota Court on April 27, the 2100 block
of Dodd Road on May 6, and the 600 block of
Sunset Lane on May 6.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the
1700 block of Trail Road on April 25, the 800
block of Crown Circle on April 29 and the 1800
block of Delaware Avenue on May 1.

—Two vehicles were reported broken
into and had items stolen on the 1600 block
of Lilydale Road around 8:30 p.m. Sunday,
May 3. A black Yukon-style vehicle with loud
exhaust was seen leaving the area and was
believed to be connected to the thefts.

Miscellaneous—A large number of street
racers were stopped and issued citations at

11:55 p.m. Saturday, April 18, on the 900 block
of Mendota Heights Road. One driver was ar-
rested by the State Patrol on a felony count for
fleeing police.

—Police received a call of a male suspect
trying to enter a home on the 1300 block of
Cherry Hill Road at 9:40 p.m. Saturday, May
2. Officers searched the area and observed
individuals gathering at the house next door.
Upon attempting to contact the group, the
individuals fled on foot. One underage male
who was under the influence was cited and
released to a sober adult.

—A dog bite was reported at the city’s off-
leash dog park on Acacia Boulevard around
12:48 p.m. Tuesday, May 5.

M . Parl

Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-
ported on the 2000 block of Marshall Avenue
at 10 a.m. Thursday, April 16.

—Burglaries were reported on the 1700
block of University Avenue at 3:50 p.m.
Wednesday, April 23; and on the 2000 block
of Carroll Avenue at 6:57 a.m. Friday, April 24.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1500
block of St. Anthony Avenue on April 16, the
2100 block of University Avenue on April 17,
the 400 block of North Prior Avenue on April
17, the 300 block of North Cleveland Avenue
on April 19, the 400 block of North Wilder
Street on April 22 and the 1900 block of Uni-
versity Avenue on April 27.

Arson—An arson fire was reported at a
commercial building on the 400 block of North
Prior Avenue at 5:28 p.m. Friday, April 17.

Snelling-H i

Burglary—A commercial break-in oc-
curred on the 1400 block of Concordia Avenue
at 4:06 p.m. Thursday, April 16.

—Residential burglaries were reported on
the 400 block of North Snelling Avenue at
12:54 p.m. Sunday, April 19; and on the 1500
block of Portland Avenue at midnight Monday,
April 20.

Assault—Aggravated assaults with a gun

occurred on the 1400 block of University Av-
enue at10:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 21, and again
at 11:10 p.m. Thursday, April 23.

Arson—An arson fire was reported on the
1300 block of University Avenue at 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 25.

S . | I."

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1000
block of Grand Avenue at 1:38 p.m. Friday,
April 17; and on Grand Avenue and Grotto
Street at 7:12 p.m. Tuesday, April 21.

—Thefts from vehicles of items val-
ued at more than $1,000 were reported on
Chatsworth Street and St. Clair Avenues on
April 24; and on St. Clair and Victoria Street on
April 25.

S it-Uni .

Burglary—A home break-in was reported
on the 600 block of Dayton Avenue at 3 p.m.
Monday, April 27.

Theft—Items valued at more than $1,000
were reported stolen from a vehicle on the
200 block of North Chatsworth Street at 1:10
p-m. Friday, April 24.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 200 block of
North Milton Street on April 28 and the 700
block of Dayton Avenue on April 29.

Sex crime—A rape was reported at 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 18, on the 600 block of Dayton
Avenue.

WestEpd

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery occurred
at a convenience store on the 700 block of
Randolph Avenue at 2:54 p.m. Saturday,
April 25.

—A robbery at gunpoint was reported on
Superior and Western avenues at 7:45 p.m.
Wednesday, April 29.

Burglary—A residential break-in was re-
ported on the 200 block of Richmond Street
at 4:07 p.m. Thursday, April 23.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on
the 700 block of Otto Avenue on April 24 and
on the 200 block of Grand Avenue on April 29.

Paula Alihonou, a neuroscience major at Macalester College,
and Marry Tha Dar Soe, a nursing major at Metropolitan
State University, are two St. Paul recipients of the Dream Award
from Minnesota-based Scholarship America. The renewable
scholarship are for students who have overcome challenges
to pursue their college ambitions. For more information, visit
scholarshipamerica.org/news-events/dreams-to-success.

Casa de Corazdn, a Spanish immersion early learning pro-
gram, plans to open a franchise location on Ford Parkway and
South Howell Street this fall. Founder Natalie Standridge cre-
ated Casa de Corazdn in 2002 after searching for a dual-lan-
guage childcare program for her daughter. The centers feature
indoor gyms, outdoor playgrounds, updated security, com-
mercial kitchens and native Spanish-speaking teachers with
degrees in child development fields. Other local franchise loca-
tions are in Minneapolis, Edina, Maple Grove and Wisconsin.
Visit casaearlylearning.com.

The St. Paul School Board recently accepted an $800,000
grant from 3M to support distance learning initiatives dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. The money will enhance student
online learning experiences by providing additional program
licenses, creating video content with partners like Belwin and
Como Planetarium, delivering art supplies to students’ hous-
es, and providing additional Wi-Fi hotspots to students and
families in need. In addition, 3M donated $25,000 to support
the district’s meal service program, which has served more
than 1 million meals since March 18.

Sam Hochberger, a neuroscience major at Macalester College,
was a finalist for the 2019 Global Citizen of the Year Award
from the not-for-profit IES Abroad organization. He was cho-
sen for his study in Spain last fall, where he assisted the autism
community and their families in Granada. He was one of four
U.S. college students to be recognized. Visit IESabroad.org.

Mina Mandic, a junior at St. Paul Academy, took first place in
the physical science category for an oral presentation on “Ex-
ploring the Wonders of the Early Universe: Green Pea Galaxies
and Light Flux” as part of the 58th National Junior Science and
Humanities Symposium (JSHS), a STEM research paper com-
petition for high school students sponsored by the U.S. Army,
Navy and Air Force. The award was announced in April during
avirtual ceremony and includes a $12,000 scholarship.

The Hiway Credit Union Foundation recently donated
$5,250 to the St. Paul Public Schools to purchase 21 Wi-Fi
hotspots to assist families with distance learning. The hotspots
will be used by students and families in the district who cur-
rently do not have reliable Internet access. On April 23, the
governor ordered K-12 schools to stay closed for the remainder
of the academic year to slow the spread of the coronavirus. The
hotspots were delivered to the St. Paul Public Schools the next
day and were distributed to those in need the following week.
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org - 651-695-4005

HDC board elections—The Highland District Council will
hold an election this month to fill seats on its board of directors
for even-numbered grid positions and two at-large positions.
Voting will take place from now through 5 p.m. Monday, May
18. Candidate information and links to an online or paper bal-
lot are available at tinyurl.com/hdc-vote. The site also includes
a link to view the HDC’s annual meeting presentation. For in-
formation on the election or to vote with a paper ballot, call
651-695-4005 or email kathy@highlanddistrictcouncil.org.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 12; Community Development Committee, 6:30
p-m. Tuesday, May 19; and Community Engagement Commit-
tee, 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 27. All meetings of the council will
be held online through the month of May. Links to access the
meetings and updates are posted on the website.

Macalester-Groveland

macgrove.org * 651-695-4000

Office closed—The Macalester-Groveland Community
Council office remains closed due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic. For more information, email mgcc@macgrove.org.

Join meetings online—The public can participate in the
community council’s board and committee meetings by us-
ing Zoom videoconferencing. Macalester-Groveland council
staff will send out meeting links to all who are interested a few
days in advance. Email mgcc@macgrove.org to get on the list.
Upcoming meetings include the board of directors at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 14; and the Housing and Land Use Committee
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 27.

Building community while apart—Follow @macgrovecc
on Facebook and Instagram to participate in weekly neigh-
borhood-building contests. Participants will be entered into a
drawing to win gift cards from local businesses.

COVID-19 resources—Visit macgrove.org/2020resources

Volunteers

for an updated list of current offers, activities and ways to sup-
port one another during this uncertain time. Those who have
something to add may email mgcc@macgrove.org.

Get involved—The community council has three standing
committees that meet once a month on making Macalester-
Groveland a great place to live, work, learn and play. See more
at macgrove.org/committees.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org * 651-645-6887

Micro-grants—Those who have an idea for a neighbor-
hood event or improvement project have until May 15 to ap-
ply for the Union Park District Council’s micro-grants pro-
gram to help fund those efforts. For an application form, email
wako@unionparkdc.org.

COVID-19 resources—Those who need assistance or in-
formation pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic are invited to
call the UPDC office or visit its website.

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at
@UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its monthly e-newsletter,
“Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming online meetings— Neighborhood Involvement
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 18, and Environment
and Parks Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 20 (email
wako@unionparkdc.org to join these Zoom videoconferenc-
es); Committee on Land Use and Economic Development, 6:30
p-m. Monday, May 18, and board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 3 (email brandon@unionparkdc.org to join these
Zoom videoconferences).

WestSeventh

fortroadfederation.org * 651-298-5599

Board elections—The West Seventh/Fort Road Federa-
tion’s board elections are being moved online and by mail this
year due to COVID-19. Vote online on the website between
June 1-13 or print out and mail in a ballot that can be found

councils
in the
Villager
area

there. Responses from board candidates can also be found on
the site. The first board meeting for elected members will be
held at 7 p.m. Monday, June 15, via Zoom. There will not be a
board meeting in May.

Rescheduled events—The 13th annual West End Neigh-
bors’ Garden and History Tour that was to take place in June
has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 12, due to the
pandemic. The West Seventh Community Service Award re-
cipients will be honored on Wednesday, September 16, at
Mancini’s Char House.

COVID-19 resources—Information continues to be
regularly updated on ways that people who live or work
in the West Seventh neighborhood can support one an-
other during the COVID-19 pandemic. To learn how, visit
fortroadfederation.org/community-resources.html.

Upcoming virtual meetings—Community Engagement
and Outreach Committee, 8 a.m. Thursday, May 21; Transpor-
tation and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June
3; and board of directors, 7 p.m. Monday, June 15. Information
on connecting to the Zoom meetings can be found by visiting
fortroadfederation.org/calendar.html.

S

Partners in Policymaking is welcoming applica-
tions for its eight-month leadership training pro-
gram that will start this fall at the Crowne Plaza Aire
in Bloomington, near the Mall of America. Individu-
als with disabilities and parents of young children
with developmental disabilities will be trained at no
cost. Eight, two-day sessions will be held on Fridays
and Saturdays from September-May (no session in
December), with the March class held on Sunday
and Monday so participants can visit legislators at
the Capitol. Child care and respite allowances are
given, and mileage and meals are covered. Applica-
tions are due by July 10. For more information, visit

tinyurl.com/y6vglwf7 or contact Brenton Rice at
brenton@togevents.com or 651-242-6589.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul Dis-
trict, is offering free pickup of sand that has been
dredged from the Mississippi River on a first-come,
first-served basis. The St. Paul District maintains
the 9-foot navigation channel on the Mississippi
River from Minneapolis to Guttenberg, Iowa. On
average, it removes approximately 1 million cu-
bic yards of dredged material from the river. For a
full list of sites, requirements and limitations, visit
tinyurl.com/y7ly39wk. Please contact the corps at
651-290-5154 prior to removing material.

And with our special
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Or Emet will host an online program titled “Surviving Trauma: Freud, Anti-
Semitism and the Spanish Flu Pandemic ” from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sunday, May
17. The program will be presented by Or Emet congregation member Ellen Chaz-
don, alongtime practicing psychologist in the Twin Cities. She will focus on how
Freud was impacted by the Spanish flu pandemic 0f 1918-20 and how he endured
multiple traumatic events throughout his life. For information or to register,
email Scott Chazdon at president@oremet.org.

Jehovah Lutheran Church in St. Paul is continuing online Bible study through
May 31. The Reverend Mark Schuler, vacancy pastor at the church and professor
at Concordia University-St. Paul, covers the four Gospels in half-hour videos at
jehovahlutheran.online (online worship can be found at the same address). The
videos are free and available for viewing anytime. For information, visit jehovah-
lutheran.org or contact the church at jelcoffice@gmail.com or 651-644-1421.
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OUR LADY OF PEACE (OLP) hospice will
hold its annual spring luncheon online at
noon today. The 80-year-old institution
provides free housing and care to patients
beyond what is covered by their insurance at
a daily cost of about $1,000 per patient. The
public is invited to grab lunch and log on

to the OLP website for a video presentation
that includes words of comfort from
Archbishop Bernard Hebda, the story of
four generations of Rudolphs who have built
and sold bluebird houses to raise money for
Our Lady of Peace, a message from OLP

MYVILLAGER.COM PAGE 17
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May Day reunion. Highland Catholic School

director of development Lisa Sweeney, and a
performance of “Shelter Me—A Prayer” by
its composer, the Reverend Michael Joncas.
Donations to OLP will be requested, but are
not required. Visit ourladyofpeacemn.org.

WANT TO IMPROVE your public speaking
skills? The Midway Toastmasters club is

students made a triumphant return for their alma
mater’s traditional May Day program. In the car pa-
rade at left, students Henry Skillrud, 6, sister Eloise,
7, Tallulah Guiney, 8, and brother Jack, 9, waved to

= the crowd. Hi-C teacher Molly Stucker as Queen
Alphabet (above) waved back as the cars passed in
front of the school. pHotos By BRAD STAUFFER

meeting from 6-8 p.m. on most Thursdays
via video chat. For information, visit
midway.toastmastersclubs.org or email
vpm-383@toastmastersclubs.org.

traumatic events throughout his life. To
register, email Scott Chazdon at president@
oremet.org.

“OPENING THE DOORS of Sephardic Music A POLLINATOR PLANT SALE is being
Sunday{ M ay 17 and Culture,” an online program led by held today. Drive-through pickup is
MQZLdQ;ZZMG)LIB— David Jordan Harris, artistic director of available for orders placed by May 20 at
“SURVIVING TRAUMA: Freud, Anti- the ensemble Voices of Sepharad and stanthonyparkgardenclub.com. For more
Semitism and the Spanish Flu Pandemic” executive director of Rimon: The Minnesota  information, email sapgcsale@gmail.com.
will be discussed from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Jewish Arts Council, will be offered from All plants have been grown without using
by Ellen Chazdon, a longtime practicing 7:30-9 p.m. by the Jewish congregation Or any neo-nicotinoid insecticides, which
psychologist in the Twin Cities. Sponsored Emet. Harris will discuss the history of are responsible for a large decline in the
by the congregation Or Emet, the online the Sephardic Jews through their music. population of pollinating insects and
program explores how Sigmund Freud A short Sabbath service will precede the birds. Net proceeds from the sale will go
was impacted by the Spanish flu pandemic program. To register, email Scott Chazdon to the city of St. Paul to purchase personal
of 1918-20 and how he endured multiple at president@oremet.org. protective equipment for first responders.

END OF LIFE CARE and advanced care
directives will be addressed by Jewish
Family Service from 4-5 p.m. via Zoom.
Hear from doctors about their experiences
with end of life care and decision-making
during the COVID-19 pandemic. To
register for the free program, email Tara
Burns at tburns@jfssp.org.

HOURS: 8AM-1PM W-Su
TAKEOUT or BITESQUAD DELIVERY
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TAKEOUT or DOORDASH DELIVERY
DIXIESONGRAND.COM or 651-222-7345
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22 W HOURS: 12PM-9PM M-Su n I m Ite a S
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< 1 ]
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GRANDOLECREAMERY.COM or 651-293-1655
Starting at
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SOUTHERN STYLE
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WinERY

ITALIANPIESHOPPE.COM or 651-221-0093
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SHISHONGRAND.COM or 651-690-2212

.
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1340 West 7th Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102 |
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A fine catch

Kritzer's ‘Catfishing’ honored for
both mystery and science fiction

By ANNE MURPHY

he awards Naomi Kritzer has won this
I year for her new young adult novel
Catfishing on CatNet are almost beyond
her imagining. Within the span of a week in
April, the Highland Park author received the
Minnesota Book Award for Young Adult Lit-
erature and the Mystery Writer’s of America’s
Edgar Award in the Best Young Adult category.
Catfishing, which is set in the near future,
tells the story of a 16-year-old girl named
Steph who moves with her mother every few
months or so and yearns

ing Carleton College in Northfield, where she
earned a degree in religion in 1995, she took a
course in creative writing.

Her first short story was published in 1999.
Several fantasy novels followed, and she gave
up her job as a technical writer at the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas to devote herself full-time
to writing fiction. Her early titles included
Fires of the Faithful, Turning the Storm, Free-
dom’s Gate, Freedom’s Apprentice and Freedom’s
Sisters.

A story with feline characters seemed inevi-
table. Kritzer’s household includes four cats,

in addition to husband Ed

for some stability in her life “I think its easy 0  Burke and daughters Molly,

U e o forget as an adult how 14 e 6 Cutivg
i . . . .

the social medium upload lmp ortant f rlendShlPS Kritzer’s early reading.

pictures of cats to1 aweb- gre to kid S, yet how “Arr11101r2§1 th((ei sic})lries from

site. It seems welcoming, my childhoo at I re-

but the website is run by an dep endent they are on visited in some ways with

artificial intelligence called
CheshireCat. From Steph’s
first interaction, a mystery
unfolds raising questions
about online privacy, social
networking and the impor-
tance of personal friendships in one’s life.

Catfishing on CatNet is based on Kritzer’s
short story, “Cat Pictures Please,” which won
the 2016 Hugo Award from the World Science
Fiction Society and the 2016 Locus Award
from the science fiction and fantasy maga-
zine Locus. “An editor who liked my writ-
ing asked if I'd consider expanding the short
story,” Kritzer said. “I started thinking about
where the story might go, what sorts of hu-
man characters might live a great deal of their
lives online, and Steph quickly took on a life of
her own.”

The daughter of two professors at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison, Kritzer was
enthralled as a child with C.S. Lewis’ The
Chronicles of Narnia, Hans Christian Ander-
sen’s The Wild Swans, the essays of George Or-
well and The Curse of Chalion by Minneapolis
author Lois McMaster Bujold. While attend-

NTHET

Books

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling
Ave., will present the following virtual events
in the coming fortnight via Zoom: historian
Curt Brown discussing his book, Minnesota
1918: When Flu, Fire and War Ravaged the
State, at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 14; Maria Reva
telling about her short-story collection, Good
Citizens Need Not Fear, at 6 p.m. Friday, May
15; Christopher G. Bremicker conversing
about his collection, Song for My Baby and
Other Stories, with St. Paul novelist William
Kent Krueger at 7 p.m. Saturday, May 16;
Elizabeth Wetmore discussing her debut
novel, Valentine, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May
20; and Jennifer Ackerman exploring her
book, The Bird Way: A New Look at How Birds
Talk, Work, Play, Parent and Think, at 7 p.m.
Friday, May 22. To register for the events, visit
nextchapterbooksellers.com or call 651-
225-8989 for more information.

the whims of others
to maintain those
incredibly important
relationships.”

this book is “The Westing
Game” by Ellen Raskin,
which features a nerdy, iso-
lated teenager whose life
improves with new friend-
ships, one of which is with
a deeply eccentric mastermind,” Kritzer said.

“My friends were such a central part of
my life as a kid,” she said. “Like a lot of nerdy
kids, I struggled to make friends and it was
always devastating when one moved away
or left school. I think it’s easy to forget as an
adult how important friendships are to kids,
yet how dependent they are on the whims of
others to maintain those incredibly important
relationships.”

Online friendships can be real friendships,
Kritzer added. “Sometimes online is the first
place where LGBT teens can connect with
other LGBT teens, or the first place where peo-
ple with a niche interest can find others who
are as excited about the topic as they are,”
she said.

“People in general, not just teens, should
probably be more aware of the degree to
which large corporations—Google and Ap-

WN Brie

ple in particular, but also Amazon and Face-
book—can track not only our virtual but our
physical movements,” she said. “The Al in
my story is benign and uses this information
for good purposes mostly, but the algorithms
used by the large corporations are really not
focused on our well-being.”

Kritzer is currently at work on a sequel
to Catfishing on CatNet. Titled Chaos on Cat-
Net, the novel is due out in April 2021. “I've
had two short stories published this year—
‘Monster’ on Clarkesworld and ‘Little Free
Library’ on Tor.com,” she said. “I expect an-
other short story to come out soon, ‘The New
Decameron.”

When she is not writing, Kritzer is reading.
“I bought The Missing Piece of Charlie O’Reilly
and The Stars and the Blackness Between from
Red Balloon Bookshop last week,” she said.
“I have A Paradise Built in Hell checked out in
e-book form from the St. Paul Public Library,

Naomi
Kritzer,
winner of
the 2020
Edgar
Award for
her young
adult
novel,
Catfishing
on CatNet,
poses in
the back-
yard of her
Highland
Park home
with her
feline
friend,
Balto.

PHOTO BY
BRAD STAUFFER

and Nevil Shute’s Requiem for a Wren is on
my coffee table at the moment. The book I
finished most recently is the Sarah Dessen
novel Someone Like You, which I also checked
out from the St. Paul Public Library in e-book
form. I highly recommend its e-book collec-
tion for anyone casting around for something
toread.”

To be part of the Twin Cities’s vibrant lit-
erary community was once also beyond her
imagining, Kritzer said. “There are so many
fantastic writers here,” she said. “In 1997,
when I was just a couple of years out of col-
lege, 1 joined a writers’ group, which I'm still
in. The Wyrdsmiths have given me an amaz-
ing amount of encouragement, support and
feedback, as well as camaraderie and friend-
ship. I know we’re just one writers’ group of
many in the area, and that collaborative as-
pect of the literary community is something I
value so much.”

Exhibits

Landmark Center is offering two exhibits
through its website at landmarkcenter.
org. “Polish Art: Brooklyn to Minnesota,”

a virtual tour of the private collection of
Brian and Teresa McMahon, is available
through June 7. “Evidence of Humanity,” a
photography exhibit curated by Wing Young
Huie to illustrate the efforts of people to
communicate with others or express their
connection to those around them, is being
shown through June 26.

The Minnesota Museum of American Art
is offering online tours through The M at
Home page on its website at mmaa.org.
Among the current offerings are “A Choice
of Weapons: Honor and Dignity,” featuring
the photographs of Jamel Shabazz and the
late Gordon Parks; and “Gordon Parks: A
Homecoming,” featuring the work of the
former staff photographer for the African

American-owned Twin Cities newspapers
the St. Paul Recorder and the Minneapolis
Spokesman.

Film

The Science Museum of Minnesota and its
Omnitheater are temporarily closed due to
the coronavirus pandemic, but several Omni
and IMAX films have been made available for
free streaming. Visit smm.org, sit back and
enjoy a big screen adventure at home. The
choices include Dinosaurs Alivel, The Living
Sea, Mummies: Secrets of the Pharoahs, National
Parks Adventure and Wild Ocean.

The Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Film Festival will roll from May 15-23 but

in a virtual format due to the COVID-19
pandemic. A robust selection of narrative and
documentary films are promised following a
pre-festival Virtual Dance Party on Thursday,
May 14, with Transmission’s DJ Jake Rudh.

Some of the films will be presented at specific
times, while others will be available for the
duration. Tickets for individual screenings
are $10 for the general public, $5 for MSP
Film Society members. Festival passes will
also be available. For more information, visit
mspfilm.org or call 612-331-7563.

Theater

The curtain may have come down on

the current season due to the coronavirus
pandemic; however, History Theatre is
streaming popular productions from the
past. Coco’s Diary, a musical drama for the
entire family based on Summit Avenue
teenager Clotilde “Coco” Irvine’s diary from
the 19205, is playing now through May 21. In
it, Coco tells of the ups and downs of a bright,
adventurous and wickedly funny girl who is
constantly in a fix “through no fault of my
own.” Visit historytheatre.com.
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The Wright Call

By Dave Wright

Recreationis still
in holding pattern

e never appreciated how far a virus’ reach could
Wextend until now. By the time many people read

this, it’s possible that some places that have been
shuttered due to the pandemic will be allowed to reopen,
albeit with strict conditions. However, one thing is clear:
Local sports teams that are hoping to play their games this
spring and summer have to do what many businesses are
doing—wait for guidance from the governor’s office and
public health officials about when they can start up again.

“Everything is up in the air right now,” said Liz McDonald,
interim marketing and public relations manager for the St.
Paul Department of Parks and Recreation. “There’ll be no
decisions until at least May 18. We need more guidance from
the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention).”

For now, the city’s playgrounds and recreation centers
remain closed, as the CDC recommends. Softball and
volleyball games are out for now, though some basketball and
tennis courts are being reopened.

Andy Rodriguez, recreation services manager for the city,
has been staying in contact with youth sports organizations
about potential summer plans. Once the state offers more
guidance, he said, Parks and Recreation will swing into action
quickly.

“Everyone is in a holding pattern,” Rodriguez said. Softball
usually runs until late July, with playoffs done by the middle
of August. As for whether that will happen this year, he sighed
and said, “Who knows?”

McDonald said all events up to May 18, the last day of the
governor’s most recent extended stay-at-home order, have
been canceled and refunds will be issued. She added that
there are some discussions taking place regarding future
activities—athletic and otherwise—but nothing can be done
without the go-ahead from the governor and the CDC.

The American Legion national baseball tournament was
scrapped a couple of weeks ago. On May 9, the news that
local teams feared came true. The state officially canceled the
entire season. “Safety has always been important in American
Legion Baseball,” said Randy Schaub, director of Minnesota
American Legion Baseball. “As much as we wanted to play
this year, we cannot take chances with the players, coaches
and fans we oversee.”

National picture is murky as well

At this point, there appears to be little incentive for the
NBA or the NHL to crank up what’s left of the regular season
before heading into the playoffs. There were only about a
dozen regular-season games remaining when play stopped
due to the pandemic. As a rule, both leagues’ playoffs take a
couple of months to conclude. Both leagues will have to work
with their TV partners before any decisions about scheduling
are made. They also need to check on arena availability and
decide whether they want to invite a sparse gathering of fans
or play their games without them.

The Timberwolves are well out of contention for a playoff
spot and would probably welcome an official closing of the
season. There would likely be an outcry from hockey fans
if that happened to the Wild, who were in contention for
a playoff spot when the virus stopped play. But pro sports
leagues have to look at the big picture. The fate of one team is
just a small piece of the puzzle.

Thanks to Major League Baseball, both leagues have
precedents for how to proceed. The worst-case scenario
occurred in 1994 when MLB’s players went on strike in August
and didn’t return until spring training in February.

On two other occasions, strike-shortened MLB seasons
caused problems. In 1972, teams missed the first week of the
season. When baseball resumed, no missed games were made
up. As aresult, Boston went 85-70, but finished second in the
American League East to Detroit (86-70). In 1981, the strike
was in midseason. When play resumed, the MLB expanded
the playoffs to include first- and second-half winners. St.
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Highland Ball field manager Steve DuMond and coach Darcy Tinnes stand in the organization’s batting cages at the ballfields on Cleveland
and Montreal avenues. They are looking forward to once again hearing the familiar refrain, “Play ball,” this summer. proto sy BRAD STAUFFER

Waiting for the signal

Youth leagues still hoping to safely salvage season

By BiLL WAGNER

ith the state of Minnesota
still under the governor’s
stay-at-home order, local

youth sports organizations have been
forced to face the very real probabil-
ity of their programs being idled for the
summer.

Directors for Highland Ball, the High-
land Groveland Recreation Association
(HGRA) and the St. Paul Blackhawks
were all hoping that their summer pro-
grams could somehow be salvaged.
However, they all stressed that it de-
pended on when state and health offi-
cials deemed it would be safe.

“We’re ready to play,” said Drew Hod-
son, president of Highland Ball, which
operates baseball and softball leagues
for boys and girls ages 4-16. “People
have asked me a lot about what’s going
to happen, but like everybody else I hon-
estly don’t know. Everything is on hold.”

Hodson said Highland Ball had to can-
celits annual spring parade and opening
day festivities that were scheduled for
May 3. However, the organization still
has hopes of salvaging at least part of
the 2020 sports season.

The main organizing bodies for
youth baseball and softball in the Twin
Cities—Metro Baseball League, MYAS
(Gopher State) and Minnesota Soft-
ball—are asking the governor to consid-
er allowing play to commence as long as
it can be conducted safely.

Their “Safe Play: Back to the Diamond
Proposal” would allow single-team
practices for baseball and softball to be-
gin on May 18, which is when the gover-
nor’s extended stay-at-home order is set
to expire. No more than 16 individuals
would be allowed on the field, including
players and coaches.

Games would start between May 29
and June 1, with social distancing and

“Like with anything else,
you try to keep a positive
attitude,” Hodson said.
“I'm optimistic that
we’ll play baseball

and softball, but we
want to be safe.”

other safety protocols put in place to
protect players and fans.

According to a joint statement issued
on May 6, the group expected to hear
from the governor’s office by the end of
last week. Multiple attempts to reach
Walz’s communications director Kayla
Castaneda were unsuccessful.

Hodson said the plan appeared well-
researched and that his organization
was ready to take the field if it’s told that
it was safe to do so.

“It makes sense to put together a pro-
posal that works for all of Minnesota,”
Hodson said. “We want to do whatever
needs to be done to make sure that we're
safe.”

Meanwhile, he said youngsters were
still being encouraged to play catch in
their yards and that emails were being
sent to keep families informed of the lat-
estupdates.

“Like with anything else, you try to
keep a positive attitude,” Hodson said.
“I'm optimistic that we’ll play baseball
and softball, but we want to be safe.”

Field manager Steve DuMond said the
infields of the two Highland ballfields on
Cleveland and Montreal avenues have
been dragged as needed and the grass
has been mowed once a week. Though
maintenance work could be expedited if
needed, he doubted that the fields could
be ready for play before next month.

“We could get the fields ready if we

needed to, but I think it’d be June at the
earliest,” he said.

Viktor Adamcsek, club director of
the St. Paul Blackhawks, which offers
soccer programs for players ages 5-19,
voiced similar sentiments about the un-
certainty of whether its boys’ and girls’
programs will be sidelined this summer.

“This is hard on the kids,” Adamcsek
said. “Soccer is a social game. There’s
only so much that you can do on your
own.”

Adamcsek said that it is still hoped
that practices could start by June 1.
Matches would then be able to com-
mence around mid-June. Meanwhile,
Adamcsek said the league is asking
coaches to check in once a week and
keep connected with players through
videoconferencing or social media.

HGRA president Dennis Merley de-
clined to predict what the chances are
for having a summer season, saying heis
leaving that up to health experts.

“I'm still hopeful, but there’s also
some great discouragement right now,”
he said. “The idea of us having to cancel
(the season) is really hard for me. But
we’re like everybody else. We’re not go-
ing to run any program until it’s safe to
allow youth sports to proceed.”

Merley said a decision will have to be
made by June 15 on whether the HGRA,
which offers leagues for youngsters ages
5-18, will have a 2020 season. If it is safe
to proceed by then, the association’s
track, softball and baseball programs
would begin around June 29.

Then there is the other scenario. “If
there are no assurances that the kids will
be safe (by June 15), we’ll have to cancel,”
he said.

That prospect hit home with Merley,
who has been part of the organization
since 1990. “I love the HGRA,” he said.
“It’s just an incredible resource for our
community.”
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Concordia University-
St. Paul has named
Matt Fletcher as its
head men’s basketball
coach. Fletcher was
previously head coach
at Bethany Lutheran
College, where he spent
four seasons compiling
a 73-33 overall record
and a 52-12 mark in the Upper Midwest Ath-
letic Conference. In his second season there in
2017-18, he led Bethany to the regular-season
and tournament championships, earning
UMAC Coach of the Year honors and guiding
the program to its first NCAA Division III tour-
nament. This year, he led the Vikings back to
the national tournament for the second time
in three seasons. Fletcher also was the head
women'’s golf coach and head of strength and
conditioning at Bethany. He has experience
coaching at Upper Iowa, Kentucky Wesleyan
and Concordia-Moorhead colleges, and at
Anoka and South St. Paul high schools.

The 44th annual Winfield Award honor-
ees were recently announced. The award
recognizes the top male and female high
school student-athletes of color for their ac-
complishments in academics, athletics and
community activities. The local awardees are
Anatalia Radoc and Mickies Kiros of Central
High School, Sydney Jackson and Curtis Jones
of Cretin-Derham Hall, Mya Bishop and Kojo

S

Frimpong of Highland Park, and Arie Walker
and Noah Rice of St. Paul Academy. Each win-
ner will receive a financial grant to assist them
in furthering their education. The annual
awards banquet was canceled this year due to
the coronavirus pandemic.

Oliver Paleen of Highland Park High School is
one of four students to be named 2020 Triple
“A” Award state scholarship winners. The
award recognizes high school seniors for their
achievements in academics, arts/activities
and athletics. Each winner receives a $4,000
scholarship. Paleen was nominated from
Region 4AA. The list of finalists for the award
also included Andrew Karpenko of Minneha-
ha Academy in Region 4A.

Joe Nelson has been retained as head wom-
en’s lacrosse coach at Concordia University-
St. Paul after leading the Golden Bears to a
5-2 season as interim coach before the season
was cancelled due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
He s the program’s third head coach since the
program was founded in 2017.

Timothy Samec, a West End resident and
senior hockey defenseman, received the Com-
munity Service Award by the Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute. Samec is a multiple ECAC
Hockey all-academic honoree and has been
nominated for the Derek Hines Unsung Hero
Award, which is given to the NCAA Division I
player judged to best exemplify the qualities
of sportsmanship and work ethic. Through-

Friends of Highland Ball
get 5 acres of Ford site

yan Companies announced on May 8
Khat it has completed the transfer of
acres of land from the 122-acre site
of Ford Motor Company’s former assembly
plant to the Friends of Highland Ball. The
transaction was part of the development
agreement that Ryan struck in 2019 with
Ford and the city of St. Paul. Ryan acquired
the entire 122-acre site from Ford in Decem-
ber 2019.

The Friends of Highland Ball is taking
over ownership of two ballfields on Cleve-
land and Montreal avenues, which will
continue to be used by youth baseball and
softball leagues for boys and girls ages 4-16.
Highland Ball (formerly Highland Little
League) has been using the ballfields there
with Ford’s permission since 1954.

The Friends of Highland Ball is planning
future enhancements for the property, in-
cluding a public playground, concession
stand, restrooms, training facilities, and
upgrades to make the fields adaptable for
both baseball and softball. A fundraising

effort will be launched to pay for the en-
hancements and for scholarships to pro-
vide greater access and expanded youth
programs in the leagues.

“The Ford Fields have been a legacy asset
in Highland Park,” said Highland Ball presi-
dent Drew Hodson. “We’re grateful and re-
ally excited to work with the city and Ryan
Companies to keep this amazing tradition
alive for boys and girls throughout St. Paul.”

Mike Ryan, the North Region president of
Ryan Companies, said that having multiple
professional ballplayers and former Ryan
team members as Highland Ball alumni
made the land transfer an easy call for Ryan
Companies.

out his career, he has been a member of RPI’s
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee, worked
with Adopt-A-Highway, the American Red

Cross, Street Soldiers II Troy, STRIDE Adap-
tive Sports, Troy Soup Kitchen and a number
of other local service projects.

19 <« WRIGHT CALL

Louis had the best overall record in the National League, but
missed the postseason because it didn’t finish in first place in

either half.

No system is perfect

Meanwhile, the Twins, Saints and Loons are waiting on
how—and when—to start up their 2020 seasons. The best
guess for now for all three teams is that their regular seasons
could start around July 1. If so, the Twins and Saints could get
in atleast half their normal slate of games. Both teams run
their own stadiums, so rescheduling should be an issue.

Of course, it would take the teams a few weeks for the
players to get in condition to play. For the Twins, that would
mean an abbreviated return to spring training and, if the
rumor mill is correct, a regional setup with games against
teams from both leagues that are in close proximity. They
would also have to decide how many;, if any, fans they’re

MINNESOTA’S
SOLAR LEADERS

TRUSTED LOCALLY SINCE 2010

N ALL

AENERGY

| SOLAR |

AllEnergySolar.com

Phone: +1 651 401 8522
1264 Energy Lane Saint Paul, MN 55108

going to allow to attend games at Target Field.

It gets more complicated if the MLB decides to extend the
schedule into October. It’s one thing to have a playoff game
on a brisk evening and another thing altogether to play
Kansas City on a Wednesday when it’s 40 degrees and the
game means nothing.

It gets trickier for the Saints, who get many of their players
after spring training is over. Unlike the Twins, who get a lot of
money for television and radio rights, the Saints need bodies
to fill CHS Field, drink beer, eat hot dogs and buy merchandise
to make a profit. A condensed schedule will reduce costs for
player salaries, but it will also reduce the team’s revenue. The
team recently released a plan that would allow for about a
quarter of CHS Field to be filled for home games.

For their part, the Loons could stretch things out a bit and
condense their schedule to play two or three games a week
if they want to catch up for missed time. Like the baseball
teams, they also run their stadium. Thus, they can dictate
the terms of how and when they’ll play and how many fans
they’ll welcome to watch games. Their league is tied up

heavily with ESPN, and a lot will depend on whether there’s a
college football season this fall. If there isn’t, the network will
be begging for live programming and will gladly take a soccer
game at any time — even if it’s in a blizzard.

The problem is, some of the Loons play elsewhere when
their season here is over. Some of those commitments are
for much more money than the players can earn here. Major
League Soccer has officially been suspended until June 8. The
teams had 16 games scheduled up to that point. There’s talk
that the MLS Cup could be pushed into December. It goes
beyond dicey around these parts to play games at that time of
year in shorts.

Icy might be a better description.

In the end, local pro and amateur athletes are all in the
same boat. They simply don’t know what unchartered waters
lie ahead.

Patience is more than a virtue this year for starved sports
participants and fans. It’s a necessity.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

mobile app
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« Check balances
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745 Market Street, Mendota Heights | 651-209-4800 | gateway-banking.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. Wall
repair. Basement walls & floors. Jim,
612-202-5514.

HANDMADE SIGNS. Custom Signs
made to order for gifts, business,
sales, weddings, retirement, etc. Use
your logo, family name, favorite
quote... unlimited possibilities.
Wood, canvas, glass, mirror, chalk-
board, etc. For more details and a
quote, send a text to 612-860-5137 or
visit VelvetElvis.com

PERSONALIZED TEXTILES. Custom
designed, small run, t-shirts, hood-
ies, tank-tops, blankets, pillowcases,
canvas etc. for holiday gifts or any oc-
casion you are promoting. For more
details, text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

UPGRADE YOUR OFFICE. The Villager
has several modular office pieces, fil-
ing cabinets and other miscellaneous
used office equipment for sale, all at
reasonable prices. Call Craig at 651-
699-1462 ext 26 for an appointment.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

All real estate or rental advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
which is in violation of the law. Equal
housing opportunity.

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions.
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

WHY PAY 5%, 6%, 7% TO SELL?
Full Service MLS Only 3.5%-4.5%.
Hundreds Sold! Call 651-334-0980.
Visit CHOICEREALTYMN.com YOU SAVE
THOUSANDS $5$

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique
jewelry. We know and appreciate the
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651-
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more.
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz,
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jewelry. |
make house calls. Mary, 612-729-3110.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential
roofing. Local references. License
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured.
651-699-2832.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING,
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660;
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal,
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651-
285-3237.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High quality
work at affordable rates. Full service
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references.
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing.
Remodeling. Tile. Professional.
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-709%4,

BILLS PAINTING. 38 years’ experience;
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free
estimates. Attention to detail. Call
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING.
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ years.
Exceptional experience. Licensed/
insured. Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing
in bathroom design, repair, creation
and remodeling. Great savings! Call
for free consultation. 651-257-4706;
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned,
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured.
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' expe-
rience. References. Free estimates.
Ray Johnson, 651-238-1435. Bobcat
work also.

CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories & more information

available at www.MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount

for prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of

13 issues. Legal notices are 60¢ per word. All classified and
legals are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: May 27

Deadline: May 20

HOME IMPROVEMENT

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’'S CONCRETE. Free estimates.
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+
years' experience. 651-500-0980.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives,
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs.
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. Interior/
exterior. Detail-oriented & fair prices.
Insured. Tom Marron, 651-230-1272.

BURTON'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded.
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed,
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the
Minnesota Better Business Bureau.
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work.
Reasonable rates. Free estimates.
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ReliableMaintenanceAndRepair.com.
Remodeling and Handyman Services.
MN License #B(665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction.
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage.
Licensed plumbers and electricians
working with us. Everything from
basements to chimneys. Kitchens,
bathrooms, all flooring (including
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick
block, painting. Siding and roofs.
Insured. License #B(635082. Angie's
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in
Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work,
30 years' experience. 651-483-8581.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*

Complete chair re-glue since 1960.
651-699-4022.

GREG'S HARDWOOD Floors, Inc.
Installation, sand and refinish. Free
Estimate. 651-214-4959. In business
since 2002.

HANDYMAN SERVICES by Merriam
Park Painting. Small house projects
done right! Sash cords, torn screens,
sticking doors, pictures hung and
more. 651-224-3660.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW AND GUTTER
CLEANING. Fully insured & locally
owned. Call 612-389-9553 or Book
Online www.metrowidemn.com

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of year again! Protect
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956.

HANDYMAN. | do it all from roofing,
siding, floors, tile to small remodeling
projects, etc. Call Rick, 651-795-1672.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or re-
pairs. Lic. #BC581059. Troy's Decks &
Fences, 651-210-1387.

JOE'S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching
and repairs. 25+ years' experience.
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

COVID-19 DISINFECTING. Roof to deck,
full exterior house cleaning. Power
washing decks, driveways and side-
walks. 651-287-0970.

SHOWCASE HOME PAINTING.
METICULOUS, QUALITY WORKMAN-
SHIP. EXTERIOR, INTERIOR PAINT-
ING. STRIPPING, STAINING. PLASTER,
SHEETROCK REPAIR. TEXTURING.
WINDOW GLAZING. DECK AND FENCE
STAINING. SATISFACTION GUARAN-
TEED. CALL MARTEY FOR A FREE ESTI-
MATE, 651-917-7982. FULLY INSURED.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

*PH.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE.
30+ years. Local, family owned.
Commercial. Residential. The
best full service lawn & land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services.
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design.
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge,
installation, grading, sodding, beds
and gardens. Paver patios, walks,
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal
cleanups, year-round contracts, es-
timates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups.
Gutter cleaning/repair; detaching,
tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can help you
install. Horticulture Degree, U of
MN. Certified Nursery & Landscape
Professional. Living Space
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal.
Hedge trimming. Highland resident.
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush removal.
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

WE HAVE openings for spring clean-
ups, gutter cleaning, fertilization and
weekly mowing. Contact Sam Rich
Services today for all of your lawn-
care needs! 763-432-2880 or samrich
services.com

GARDEN ROTOTILLING. Vegetables,
flowers etc. Reasonably priced. Save
your back. Call Terry, 651-647-6078.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing.
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

*MONTHLY MOWING*

Starting at $125/month. 651-276-4396.
SorensenLawnCare.com

LAWN/SNOW Service. Gutter clean-
ing. Spring cleanup. Mark, 651-690-
5227; 651-366-7643.

JACK'S TOTAL LAWN CARE. Call/text for
estimate. 952-200-5911.

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years
in business. A rated on Angie’s List.
Spring specials. $30 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960.
mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call
651-239-8752.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the
environment. Visit us at
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call
651-239-8752.

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site,
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal,
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792.

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

Steigauf Brothers

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

Mark Steigauf 651-698-0395

CITIES MAs
1w ‘N Custom Brick & Stone o

"Repair Masters"
Chimneys ¢ Steps « Walkways « Patios * Fireplaces ¢+ Retaining Walls

NRY

Owner Operated | www.twincitiesmasonry.com | Bonded & Insured

612-702-9210

Friendly Professional Service

ur house ik,

O
o« ﬂ Sop
{_ Painting by}

D
&‘0

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

e |nterior & Exterior Painting
e Wallpaper Stripping/

Skim Coating
e Wood Stripping & Refinishing
e Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

3

ACCREDITED!
BUSINESS

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM

You need not use this form to place a want ad. You may also email your ad to WantAds@MyVillager.com

ACTUAL WORDING OF CLASSIFIED AD (ONE WORD PER BLANK)

CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY:
[11100 Special Events [ 406 Web/Graphic Design [ 602 Child Care
1101 For Sale [ 407 Computer/Internet [ 603 Home/Health Care Wanted
[1102 Antiques/Collectibles/Art [ 408 Photography/Video [ 604 Health Care Provider
[1103 Garage/Moving/Estate [ 409 Photo Editing [1700 Resumes
1104 Boutiques/Craft Sales [J 410 Professional Service [1701 Help Wanted
[11105 Crafters Wanted [ 41 Special Service [1702 Situations Wanted
[1106 Autos/Boats/Cycles [ 412 Personal Service [11703 Business Opportunity

[1107 Real Estate/Land

1108 Real Estate Wanted

check or credit card. Please email or deliver your ad to: WantAds@MyVillager.com,
757 Snelling Ave S, St. Paul, MN 55116. For more information, call 651-699-1462.

[ 405 Marketing/Media

[ 404 Office/Administrative

[J 413 Housesitting
[ 414 Pet Care/Services

1109 Wanted To Buy [ 415 Beauty Services/Products [1706 Social Networking
$12.00 minimum $13.20 S14.40 110 Consignments [ 416 Salon/Spa [1707 College Counseling
[J1M Holiday Boutiques [ 417 Health & Fitness [11801 For Rent-Residential
$15.60 $16.80 $18.00 $19.20 [ 112 Holiday Gifts [ 418 Massage Therapy [1] 802 For Rent-Commercial
[ 13 Holiday Services [ 419 Spirituality [11803 Roommates Wanted
$20.40 $21.60 $22.80 $24.00 [1201 Home Improvement [ 420 Astrology (1804 Wanted to Rent
[1202 Home Service [ 421 Sewing/Tailoring, Embroidery [ 805 Garage/Storage
$25.20 $26.40 $27.60 $28.80 [ 203 Commercial Service (] 422 Upholstery [J901 Announcements
204 Housecleaning [ 423 Catering/Chef []902 Vacation/Travel
$30.00 3120 $3240 33.60 [ 205 Commercial Cleaning (] 424 Entertainment/Music (1903 Personals
[1301Lawn, Landscape & Snow [ 501 Music Instruction/Vocal []904 Lost & Found
[ 401 Accounting & Taxes [ 502 Piano Tuning/Repair 1905 Free! Free! Free!
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12.00 minimum. All classified ads are payable in advance by cash,  [J402Legal Services [ 503 Instruction 0 906 Rides Wanted
[]403 Insurance [11504 School Openings [1907 Other:

(11505 Summer Programs
[J 601 Child Care Wanted

[1704 Volunteers/Host Families
[1705 Family Resources
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__ SERVICE DIRECTORY

VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service

2, Expert Climbers o Professional Service
Treg Trimming & Removal ¢ Stump Removal
oy e 691-868-3317 Commerca

& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted  FREE ESTINATES

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
* Installation * Repair < Refinishing
« Sanding (Dust Free) * 18 yrs exp
651-230-7232 952:202:2349 &

escobarflooring@gmail.com B8

T
Window.. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

e ceccccccccccccccccccccce

Chad Arneson

RUNESON
we- Lo MASONRY

SPECIALIZING IN

’ CHIMNEY & BRICK RESTORATION
763.482.9464

MERRIAM PARK

WROUGHT IRON BYI'OII Electric IGINAITIE | pAINTING =
PAINTING RiSil‘:je"tiaé&tpomtmer‘im Service Directory : OICntTrior-Exterior Painting
ree Estimates o . ¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. -
Free Estimates 612-750-5724 online @ : gy NEEAgLY
Mark 651.253.1436 | | Pyronelectric@comeastnet | - EiRINIIIIS UL | ot et 3060
Py CONCRETE &
Prevent & Fix | [FENCE REPAIR | [Sump Grindinga| [CONCRETE,
Foundation Repair M. 25 yrs. experience Ash Tree In'ectl_o“ e e D1
Ma Tuclgocint, o 1m Call John ISA Certified Arborist Bobcat ¢ Dump Truck
n e i =ge . o
Gary 651-423.6666 11]651-442-4092 | | Dave 6514925216 | | Pemotition - Landscaping
PETERWILSONDRYWALL | K& 3]
M &PLASTER REPAIR & TUCKPOINTING !;(S!'I\:ﬂlo(ﬁel\ge[\l;!!
HIGHLAND PARKY | osospustfree (00| |ioomsemmmcationionst  on We cut Keys and
PAINTERSY | Vacuum Sanding! ol fmestiprecrintoroatl | Install Deadbolt Locks
Exterior/Interior ROGERS MASONRY
S - - N
Home Painting | INIK-EX S (o 7420 ¢51224-6985 Babcock & Son>
651-497-9891 ~ Since 1986 - wwaBogars Masanrpelis]  NGoore /N e s,
= CONCRETE Floyd Anderson

-

HINDING COMPANY
HEATING 8 AIR

“Your Lbcal Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

¢ Furnace ¢ Boiler *A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303

www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

Sidewalks & Steps

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)

BRICK, BLOCK
& STUCCO REPAIR

Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic ® Bonded e Ins
Call Mark Larson

651-642-5090

sDorTy

Hardscape

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry Fencing
Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com

612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567

LICENSED - BONDED * INSURED

WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair « Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings « Painting

Mud Alchemyp

612-272-3697

Insured Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

Rotten Wood?

HYDEanD
HARMSEN

CONSTRUCTION

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy 651-698-3156

www.harmsenoberg.com

o

YOUR LAST
ROOF EVER!

// —— -
METAL ROOFING & SIDING
OF MINNESOTA

\/]Sit our website

Quarve.com

Since 1983
MnBC006016

763-785-1472

N

ALL STAR

PLUMBING < REPAIR + REMODELING

Master Plumber

Serving Highland Since 1984
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates ¢ 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369

~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola  MN #003414 PM

LAWN SERVICE

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small
Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396

In business since 1984
MaJoRr CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

www.kernlawnservice.com

LANDSCAPING

Branch and Bough

Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Tuckpointing
himneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Repair & Rebuild

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

PanianConstruction.com

651-373-1264
Est. 1976 #B(319518

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription/
Typing/Copy Editing. Legal, academic,
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE AND
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development
and maintenance. Graphic design of
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters,
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience.
For details, text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; weddings,
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University.
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

GREAT PIANO lessons in my cozy
home...or yours. Trish, 651-387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia/hospice.
Certified/Insured. References. WE
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

HEALTH & FITNESS

TENNIS LESSONS. Private and semi
private lessons this summer. info:
gsteinke@macalester.edu

DON’'T

Replace your
windows

“Providing Effective
Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

Oﬂ&:sto ration

WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

MASSAGE THERAPY

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call
Heidi for consultation at 651-
659-9527. Women only.

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations.
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland
Tailors.com

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
which is in violation of the law. Equal
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment
Homes available in the Highland
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities
professionally managed by Mid
Continent Management Corp.

GRAND AVENUE 1860. Charming 2
bedroom, 2 bath, $1600 plus heat/
electric. No smoking/pets. 651-
699-8900.

100 IMPERIAL DRIVE CONDOMINIUMS.
Nice quiet location in park-like set-
ting. Heat included with outside
parking space, laundry-room, eleva-
tor. No pets. Contact Bisanz Brothers
for details, 651-447-4567.

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL

HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus.
$1200/mo + utilities. 651-324-2573.

Jeff Menard
LANDSCAPE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls
Patios - Steps - Walks

651:436 6568

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

501 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

— <o>—

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!

—_  <Op——
Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, INC.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

OF
Ji2
SERVICES

eccoece eeccccccoccoe

e an

RENOVATE
RESTORE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
decks, doors, porches,
restoration & more

e000c0c0c000000000000000 000

Lic.#20216197

651-276-8233

Roger’s
Tree
service

Certified Arborist

ASHTREATMENTS $ “Infuse it or LOSE it"

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974
*Trimming <Removals < Stumps

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

651 699-1022 (c)s12414-9241 YOGEItree.com

BASEMENT WINDOW GU

Replacement Windows
Glass Block Windows

FREE ESTIMATES 651-208-8210

BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746 Frank Gardner Construction LLC

0

LICENSED ~

L.

Gallagher Concerete ..

¢ Exposed Aggregate
e Footings e Foundations
 Steps e Sidewalks e Patios
: * Garage Slabs e Driveways
7~ <1« Patterned Concrete
* Mortar-less Retaining Wall Systems

RESIDENTIAL 651 690 = 471 0 COMMERCIAL

mymnconcreteguy.com

BONDED «

INSURED ﬁ

BROTH
‘CONSTRUCTION
jeia|siulalsls]sis)sys)aga)
MN license #4593

We design & build
in your neighborhood

U(%i(s Kitchens, Baths, Additions
Restorations |

PATES
.

ROOFING

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and

Metro area for over 25 years
PatesRoofing.com

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Lic. #RR155317 (&

== WNeaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Wiring

Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SfIGSS
LUMBING

RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

lic. » Bonded * Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

Repair ® Remodeling

Scott Spiess

651-248-3853

allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

Affordable Rates Year Round
Tree Removal ¢ Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
24 HR Emergency Service

8
651.690.3200 &3

+

rating

Mike
MoHs

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

I L]
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Windows & Skylights

Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin

Siding & Exterior Wood * Gutters

e Decks & Porches

\_Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209

MN Lic. 90005456)
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FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL

SUITE AVAILABLE. June 1, 2020. Gross
Lease: Tenant responsible for phone/
internet. 241 So. Cleveland Ave.
(Southwest corner of Cleveland & St.
Clair), Macalester-Groveland area of
St. Paul. 795 square feet. Single Office
Suite with exterior windows.
Reception/Waiting area for clients.
Off-Street Parking. Breakroom within
building. Call Frank @ 612-708-4117
for an immediate response or email
ffrench@midcontinentmgmt.com

ROOM FOR RENT

HIGHLAND PARK. Room for rent, $650.
Call, 701-260-9969.

LEGAL NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user with
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to
be able to identify the true owner of a
business. 1. List the exact assumed
name under which the business is or
will be conducted: Thrivelihood. 2. List
the Principal Place of Business: 1742
Stanford Ave. St Paul Minnesota 55105
United States. 3. List the name and
complete street address of all persons
conducting business under the above
Assumed Name, OR if an entity, pro-
vide the legal corporate, LLC, or
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Jaime Rae
Gjerdingen; 1742 Stanford Ave. St Paul
Minnesota 55105 United States. 4.1, the
undersigned, certify that | am signing
this document as the person whose
signature is required, or as agent of
the person(s) whose signature would
be required who has authorized me to
sign this document on his/her behalf,
or in both capacities. | further certify
that I have completed all required
fields, and that the information in this
document is true and correct and in
compliance with the applicable chap-
ter of Minnesota Statutes. | under-
stand that by signing this document |
am subject to the penalties of perjury
as set forth in Section 609.48 as if | had
signed this document under oath.
Date filed: April 13, 2020. Signed by:
Jaime Gjerdingen.

LEGAL NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user with ex-
clusive rights to that name. The filing
is required for consumer protection
in order to enable consumers to be
able to identify the true owner of a
business. 1. List the exact assumed
name under which the business is or
will be conducted: LR Transportation
Consultants. 2. List the Principal Place
of Business: 265 Pascal St S ST PAUL
MN 55105 USA. 3. List the name and
complete street address of all per-
sons conducting business under the
above Assumed Name, OR if an en-
tity, provide the legal corporate, LLC,
or Limited Partnership name and
registered office address: Lisa Jane
Raduenz; 265 Pascal St S ST PAUL MN
55105 USA. 4.1, the undersigned, certify
that I am signing this document as the
person whose signature is required,
or as agent of the person(s) whose
signature would be required who has
authorized me to sign this document
on his/her behalf, or in both capaci-
ties. | further certify that I have com-
pleted all required fields, and that the
information in this document is true
and correct and in compliance with
the applicable chapter of Minnesota
Statutes. | understand that by sign-
ing this document | am subject to the
penalties of perjury as set forth in
Section 609.48 as if | had signed this
document under oath. Date filed: April
20,2020. Signed by: Lisa Jane Raduenz.

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 Ohio St.

e Additions
¢ Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling
e Concrete

» Garages

MN Lic.
#4690

$222-8701

www.hillesbuilders.com

WWW.

landscapesbyscott

Livingspace

Scott Solomonson's cell: 612.868.7787

.com

LANDSCAPES

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGE
CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243

HageConcrete.com

_ SERVICE DIRECTORY

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior
E} ¢ Free Estimates ¢ References

EXTERIORS BY DESIGN

Call Jesse 651-206-2454

#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Custom design
installation

® Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

LATIMER

ANDSCAPING
® Natural stone, or

4 block walls & stairs

e Privacy or ornamental fencing  Shrub & tree planting
¢ Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:

651.983.5969 LatimerLandscapingMN.com

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

651:699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

Tune up your mower NOW! (00

We service most makes and sell NEW! Zonin:
ee In business since 1989 --. ECHDO

Merriam Park Repair

444 N. Prior ¢ St. Paul 55104 ¢ 651-645-1443 Pickup & Delivery

Burton’'s Rain
Gutter Service

e Clean ¢ Repair e Install
www.burtonsraingutter.com
Licensed ® Bonded ¢ Insured

Burton R. Johnson
1864 Grand Ave.

Serving area since 1973

51699-8900

MN ID#BC126373

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com Established 1989 ¢
Angies list
8-Time Super Service Award Winner

Eanl’
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Floor Sanding
*Sanding  *Install > Refinishing
*Repair  *Maintenance

612-290-15335

National
NWEA) Wood Flooring

Association

BUILDING THE FUTURE -
RESTORING THE PAST

Fabulous Customer Reviews!

Experts specializing in...
@ Patching
® New Stucco

SMITH COLE

STUCCO (& STONE

® Re-Stucco

©® Window/Stucco Repairs

612.709.4980 SMITHCOLE.COM

Aaron Cole

2

\ )

Lance Smith

® Stone-New & Repair
@ Sandblasting

el et et |

B".I.ING ADDRESS ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER!
Make your donation today.

Your voluntary donation in any amount—large or small—will help us continue to publish
the very best in neighborhood news, opinions and other information. Thank You!

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

PAYMENT ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

Credit Card Type

Name on Card

Visa, Mastercard or Discover. We DO NOT accept American Express.

Card Number

Expiry Date

mm/yy

Amount $

VILLAGER

Do not delay, donate online at myvillager.com or mail this form today! You can also mail a
check to: Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S, St. Paul, MN 55116 or call your donation in to 651-699-1462.
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X Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.

651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.
651-698-2481

COLDWELL BANKER

REALTY KAREN KELJIK

SARAH KINNEY

cbburnet.com

651-282-9621

DAVID NOVES, JR.

REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748

T) PIERRET
651-755-6669

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN

612-810-4138

PATRICK RUBLE
651-230-0903

=
MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

COLIN VOERDING
651-357-3667

Lo

651-497-4387

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.

433 HARDWOOD LANE E MAHTOMEDI

Lovely Cape Cod home on spacious lot in Mahtomedi
School District. Newly remodeled spacious flr plan and
open kitchen includes updated SS %)liances, silestone
countertops. Huge lower level

with gas burning stove and additional

bedroom and bath! Three car garage!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, Gri
651-329-1264 * $469,500

JUST LISTED-GORGEOUS!

Absolutely immaculate, maintenance-free
stucco 11/2 story Oan/Ia couple blocks to
Highland Village & the Mississippi River Rd.
This 3BR, 2 full bath home

features fabulous eat-in kitchen,

deck, paver patio, huge 2 1/2

car & MORE!!

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659 « $399,900

380 RAMSEY STREET #9B

Amazing value located in Summit Hill
neighborhood! This bright & sunny two
level condo offers 2BR’s, 1 updated BA,
large deck, bamboo flooring.

Walk to all the shops & rest-

aurants on Grand or Selby/

Dale!

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

S .

2106 DAYTON!

Merriam Park gem features open floor plan,

updated kitchen, private master suite, AND
arage-Mahal - IDEAL for home gym and home

office and artist studio! Back

yard features beautiful landscap-

ing and space for outdoor fun!!

GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON cgs, cri
651-329-1264

1671 PINEHURST

First offer in 44 years! Lovingly maintained
and updated is this large 30's built Tudor style
4 bedroom (on one floor) 3 baths 2 storey
with entertainment sized space plus finished
lower level. Premier Pinehurst Avenue.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

AMAZING SPAGE!!!

2156 Charlton Rd: Stunning brick walk-
out rambler situated on a very private 4.26
acre lot with a pond out the front door and
a pool out the back. Four

bedrooms, fabulous kitchen,

5982 square feet.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 » $1,275,000

STEPS TO THE RIVER! 2152 BERKELEY AVE
This classic MacGroveland home combines charm
with original details. Hardwd flrs, natural wdwrk
thru-out. Three BR, 2BA's, Ig LR with wd burning FP.
Cozy sun rm/natural light. Half BA first floor. Brand
new 3 car garage.

NANCY K MAAS

VIRGINIA SPANIOLO

651-235-8581

$425,000

L

BANCROFT BEAUTY!

4049 16th Ave. S. features 4 bedroom,
3 bath, newer roof, mechanicals and win-
dows. The kitchen and baths have been
updated. This property has =
great bones. The home has I \
great space with over 2,100

square feet.

TOM & MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343 » $339,900

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

Main floor living in this custom built detached
townhome with an open floor plan, hardwood
floors, two-sided fireplace between the great
room and hearth room. One
owner home that has been
meticulously maintained.

www.NorthOaksTownhome.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $695,000

m = -

OUTDOOR ENTERTAINING!

1910 Pinehurst is situated on a wonderful
block in the heart of Highland Park. This
home has loads of charm and numerous out-
door entertainment spaces. =
This is the perfect home \
for entertaining. The home

features 4BR’s and 3BA's.

TOM & MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343 « $534,900

BRYAN BEDESSEM
612-382-8415

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

o

TEMPTING END-UNIT TOWNHOME!
Enjoy comfortable one level living in this capti-
vating 3BR, 2BA in magical Mendota Heights!
Living room with gas fireplace, formal dining, eat-
in kitchen with granite. Sparkling -
sunroom, owner's suite, gor-

eous updated bath, 2-car! 2529

laremont Drive. *click on www.
teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr

1286 PALACE

Totally renovated 2BR, 2BA, 2 story offers
spacious main floor living with formal living and
dining; open concept kitchen to main floor fam-
ily room with 2nd gas fireplace,

main floor laundry and second

bath. Two BR's and renovated

bath up! Call Lolly for details!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 * $339,900

LOCATION LOGATION!!!

643 Pascal St: Immaculate 4 bedroom,
3 bath featuring gleaming hardwood
floors, eat in kitchen, delightful porch
off the garage, newer

Andersen ndows, roof,

furnace and air.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $335,000

o

TRADITIONAL TWO STORY

Two story home in North Oaks near
Pleasant ‘Lake. Home features a new
gourmet kitchen with high-end applianc-
es, four season porch, and

a private main floor master

suite. MV School District.
www.NorthOaksTwoStory.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $850,000

438 PORTLAN

Fabulous Ramsey Hill condo has been com-
pletely renovated top to bottom. Cooks kitchen
with Viking Stove and dishwasher, custom cabi-
nets and counter tops. 2 new

bathrooms. All new electrical and

plumbing, refinished hardwood floors,

air conditioning, garage parking.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 + $548,500

PEAGEFUL EAGAN PARADISE!

Exquisite 4BR, 4BA jewel set on .8 acre of beau-
ty! Glorious great room, dream kitchen with break-
fast room, soaring vaulted ceilings, 2 fireplaces.
Luxurious owner's suite, W/

family room & kitchenette, covered

Eool with lanai. 2010 Royale Drive.

click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667  $589,000

GHARMING UP/DOWN DUPLEX!

Well maintained Midway duplex, ideal for owner/
occupant. Each unit boasts 2BR'’s, lovely hardwood,
sunny eatin kitchen with sleek cabinetry, formal
dining, inviting porches. New 2-car in

2017! Great location near buslines,

shopping. 1597 Charles Ave.

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 * $315,000

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!!!

2172 Hartford: Spacious 3 bedroom fea-
turing a brand new eat in kitchen, enter-
tainment sized living and dining rooms,
wood burning fireplace,

large main floor family room

and delightful porch.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $399,900

STORY BOOK GHARMER

On a wonderful block near the river with
easy access to trails, shopping, and res-
taurants. Newly refinished hardwood floors,
sunroom off the main floor

dining room, eat-in kitchen,

and a spacious backyard.
www.StoryBookCharmer.com

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106 * $375,000

= =
311 PLEASANT #215

Spectacular large 2 bedroom, 2 bath
corner unit. Front: rear walkout patios. 2
units combined. 1 garage. In unit laundry.

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621 + $299,000

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

GLAIRE BISANZ DISTAD
651-307-7260

612-414-3245

MIKE JAMBOR
612-889-9773

MYA HONEYWELL
THE HIVE

651-329-3619

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

MICHELE DUMOND
651-283-7996




