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R E L I E F

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

A
s the COVID‐19 pandemic forced school
closures on March 13, San Jose Unified
School District (SJUSD) scrambled to pro‐

vide distance learning. 
“We find ourselves in unprecedented times

and we would like to first acknowledge how chal‐
lenging this has been for us all as we adjust to
our new reality,” said SJUSD Superintendent
Nancy Albarran in a letter to parents and fami‐
lies. “We have transitioned from in‐person instruc‐
tion to distance learning in a matter of weeks…the
safety and wellness of our students, staff and
community are our highest priority while we en‐
sure that our students continue to learn and thrive.”

The school district first ensured that students
in need of food and connectivity were provided
for. It distributed more than 3,000 Chromebooks
and 1,000 new iPhone 7s to provide hotspots to
disadvantaged students. Chromebooks were uti‐
lized from the schools after being disinfected and
made functionable outside the classrooms. 

“Priority was to the seniors because we want‐
ed to make sure they’re graduation ready,” said
SJUSD Public Information Officer Lili Smith.

The district provided two educational videos
each week, per grade level. Smith said teachers
were given autonomy and the option of doing
online teaching. She said they should be reach‐
ing out to the students several times a week and
meeting with them in Google Classroom. Prin‐
cipals also had access to Google Classroom and
were asked to check in with their teachers. 

“It is a trying time for everybody and defi‐
nitely more for the high school level,” Smith said.
“It’s safety and health first.” 

For many, off‐site learning remains a chal‐
lenge. Parents complain that the district did not
have an emergency plan in place. Students feel
less engaged with online classes. Teachers are
concerned that students are falling behind.

“We’re seeing the school district’s and the
board’s total lack of preparation for any type of

emergency that might keep students from enter‐
ing a classroom,” said Alene Ipsaro, whose 17‐
year‐old daughters, Summer and Hayley, are
seniors at Leland High School.

Ipsaro said that as grades were frozen on
March 13, so was real learning, while their dual‐
enrollment courses continued at pace at San
Jose City College (SJCC).

“Because teachers are being held accountable
See LEARNING, page 2

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight 

A
dapting to the coronavirus
pandemic has required staff
members at Silicon Valley’s

animal shelters to do work usual‐
ly performed by volunteers as they
rush to keep up with the height‐
ened demand for animal adoptions

amid shelter‐in‐place restrictions.
While shelters struggle to retain

volunteers, like many nonprofits,
there is a silver lining. Sheltering‐
in‐place has resulted in an
increased interest in adoptions,
which are now done virtually.

Humane Society Silicon Valley
closed its doors and adoption

See SHELTERS, page 12
Humane Society Silicon Valley staff members are adjusting under the new
shelter-in-place orders. Photo courtesy of Humane Society Silicon Valley

Animal shelters scramble to
meet adoption demand absent
volunteers, in-person visits

The challenges of distance learning
Pandemic-forced school closures require unprecedented transition

Governor Newsom
announces property tax
relief order; penalties
waved until May 2021

By William Bellou
Publisher

P
enalties for late property
tax payments will be
waived through May 6 of

2021,   Governor Gavin Newsom
announced last week. 

The announcement will pro‐
vide some welcome relief for
property owners hit by layoffs
and numerous economic woes
unleashed by the coronavirus.

The governor’s latest execu‐
tive order extends the waiver of
a 10 percent penalty and other
fees associated with property tax
payments for homes, office build‐
ings, and other residential and
commercial properties. The waiv‐
er of the penalties, for home‐
owners, applies only to the pri‐
mary residence of a property
owner.

“We were working with the
counties to see if we could coor‐
dinate and collaborate in a way
that can address the hardship
claims that were coming in and
allow people to get on payment
plans without experiencing that
rather sizable 10 percent tax code
penalty that is assessed on those
property tax bills,” Newsom said.

But county assessors appeared
to dodge a bullet because the gov‐
ernor largely left intact an already
tight schedule for ensuring that
businesses file annual statements
for assets they own such as equip‐
ment, computers, fixtures, mach‐
inery, and other items.

Homeowners whose lenders
have established impound ac‐
counts to collect the property
taxes on a monthly basis won’t
be able to apply for a waiver since
the mortgage company makes the
payment to the county tax col‐
lector.

See RELIEF, page 5

Mira Karthik, a senior at Leland High School said that most of the seniors she knows are preparing for
their AP classes rather than doing regular classwork. Photo courtesy of the Karthik family
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Learning
Continued from page 1
for the number of students they reach, which
is a different metric than how well and how
much education they’re actually receiving,
there’s a disconnect between the metrics the
school district is creating and establishing
real educational experiences for students,”
Ipsaro said.

Mira Karthik, a Leland High School senior
said that her teachers are inconsistent, with
some posting assignments and others not.
She said that most of the seniors she knows
are preparing for their AP classes rather than
doing regular classwork. She is concerned
for her sister, Megha, who is a junior. 

“For some of her classes, she’s not getting
enough guidance from the teachers,” Mira
said. “It’s hard to do distance learning because
if you don’t understand something, you spend
a lot longer on it than you would in class,
because you don’t have a teacher to help
you.” 

Megha Karthik said that most of her teach‐
ers have reached out to her and provided
assignments and due dates. She also has live
online meetings. However, she said that her
priorities are her AP classes. 

“Distance learning is a difficult experience,”
she said. “It lowers my motivation to learn
and I don’t understand things as well. I go
to school to learn and see my friends every
day, and the fact that I’m not is really hard.
I miss my friends.” 

Another parent of a Leland High School sen‐
ior (name withheld) said “when seniors heard
your grade from this point on will be what‐
ever it was, they were done.” She said that
her son still studied for his AP test but isn’t
completing class work. She said that a
Castillero Middle School teacher told her that
she prepares two lessons a week and has office
hours, but only 20 percent of her students
participate.

“There’s no incentive or ramification to do
the work,” said Holly Case, a parent of a
Leland High School senior. “The kids don’t
see what we see; that they’re losing this edu‐
cational opportunity and just spent a dou‐
ble summer not learning.” 

A parent of a Pioneer High School student
(name withheld) said she is frustrated with
the school district’s decision to offer a cred‐
it/no credit grade for the semester (students

who had an “F” were given mandatory work
and can improve their grade if they meet the
criteria). She feels that a pass/fail determi‐
nation doesn’t recognize her daughter’s hard
work and prefers East Side Union High School
District’s plan to not let students fall below
the letter grades they had on March 13, but
also allow them to improve their grades dur‐
ing distance learning.

She said that although her daughter attends
all of her WebEx classes, sometimes it’s just
her and one other student. She added that
she doesn’t blame students’ lack of motiva‐
tion with a credit/no credit system. 

However, she acknowledged that the dis‐
trict is doing its best to find a fit that works
for most families.

“If you have a computer for each child in
your home and the best WiFi, online class‐
es all day would be wonderful,” she said, “but
that’s not the reality for many people in the
Valley. One student might be doing a lesson
on a phone, another on a laptop. Some are
completely on their own because their par‐
ents are working, others have a mom or dad
helping them through.”

She said the teachers, therefore, are lim‐
ited to reinforcing topics that have already
been taught, providing practice and support
for concepts that are already in place.

A parent (name withheld) of a fourth grad‐
er at Williams Elementary School and sev‐
enth grader at Bret Harte Middle School, said
he has found both working at home and
assisting his children with schoolwork chal‐
lenging.

“Sometimes, I’m trying to have a meeting,”
he said, “but I also have to set up my kids to
have an online class with their teachers.”

He is also concerned that the 90 minutes
his children would normally have for a sub‐
ject has been reduced to 30 and the lack of
personal instruction. 

“It shows the importance of a teacher in a
classroom environment,” he said. 

Much of his children’s schoolwork is post‐
ed on Google classroom with videos to watch.
With math, they receive an assignment and

press the button that says “turn
in.” It’s an honor system that
depends upon parents to check
the work.

“It was hard enough trying to
get them to do homework when
they were in school,” he said. “Now
it’s classwork. And time seems
more elastic when they’re home
all the time. They get up later and
spend longer on the assignments.
What previously took 10 minutes,
takes two hours. It’s hard to be a
parent, teacher and worker at the
same time.”

He said he is concerned that
learning is falling through the
cracks without focused attention
from the teacher and group proj‐
ects. 

“I feel like my kids are falling
behind,” he said. “They’ve lost
eight critical weeks of learning.”

He said that as the work his chil‐
dren received is “pretty haphaz‐
ard” he wishes the district had
provided more specific directions
to the teachers and that parents
had been given a clear picture of
what to expect from the princi‐

pals. 
However, an elementary school teacher

(name withheld) said that SJUSD handled
distance learning “phenomenally.” 

“It’s a gigantic district and they have been
organized and developed and executed a
plan,” she said. “The first week was about
making sure families were fed: They com‐
municated that getting the food services up
and running was their first priority. The sec‐
ond week we got a clear plan. We were to
contact our school families and reassure
them that we were here for them.”

She said that within the first couple of days,
SJUSD posted resources parents could use
on their website and teachers received pro‐
fessional development for the platforms
they’d be using for distance learning. Dur‐
ing week two, she said, SJUSD uploaded addi‐
tional resources onto their website, includ‐
ing prerecorded math and Language Arts
lessons and told teachers to begin provid‐
ing lessons in those core areas. 

“Now I have almost 100 percent of my stu‐
dents participating in Google Classroom,”
she said. “We were also asked to provide our
own lessons and have online meetings with
our students. It’s been a slow rollout with
slowly increasing expectations. I feel like the
district’s done a good job communicating
those expectations to us and they’re very
realistic with what we can provide.”

She uploads lessons on Google Classroom
daily, from “must do” to optional activities.
She also does a WebEx meeting weekly with
the whole class, which might be a “read aloud”
or directed drawing and has daily text con‐
versations with students through Google
Classroom. In addition, the students have
weekly classes with the school librarian and
music teacher. 

Fifth grade Los Alamitos Elementary School
teacher Tracey Ananmalay said that although
she is a seasoned teacher, preparing distance
learning lessons is extremely time consum‐
ing, resulting in long days. In fact, she said
she’s been up until midnight sometimes cre‐
ating lessons.

Ananmalay said the district has been great.
“I feel valued by my school and district,” she
said. “Superintendent Nancy Albarran and
her senior staff have been letting us know
that our health and safety are paramount.
The message and rollout have been consis‐
tent. They are constantly working to pro‐
vide lessons and professional development.
To shift all of this to a digital platform is truly
remarkable.”

Ananmalay is amazed by her students’ flex‐
ibility and peer support on Google Class‐
room. 

“I’m grateful we had the lion’s share of the
year behind us,” she said, “because the bonds
that I have with my students have been so
important in helping us navigate this strange
time.”

But she said that distance learning is no
replacement for the classroom experience.
While she used to spend six hours a day with
them, now she might have an hour by video
chat. 

“Teaching is a very intimate profession,”
she said. “To lose that is difficult. To help
them through difficult times through a screen
is hard.”

Ananmalay said that when the teachers
heard on Friday, March 13 that the schools
were closing, they only had a few hours to
grab things, not knowing they’d be gone the
balance of the school year. 

To support her students, she has a couple
of class meetings each week and office hours
twice a day. Some students come to office
hours and ask academic questions. Others
come and just hang out, doing their work
silently, just to be with someone, she said. 

When she sees comments on Google Class‐
room that make her concerned, she will call
the family and speak with the student or
their parents. She’s written to her students
to let them know she cares and put up silly
videos. She also makes a point of including
difficult things about her day with her record‐
ed lessons to let them know they’re not alone.

“Maybe you have the same problem I do
finding a quiet place to concentrate,” she
said, “or maybe you feel sad like I do.”

Anamalay said her students are missing
each other, structure, a sense of purpose and
regular activities. She feels similarly.

“Boy, these four walls are a lot different
from the ones in my classroom,” she said. 

Times Community

Summer Ipsaro, a senior at Leland High School, works on
sociology. Photo courtesy of Alene Ipsaro

San Jose Unified School District staff members
disinfected Chromebooks and made sure they
were set up for distance learning. Photo cour-
tesy of Lili Smith, district spokesperson

Senior Zac Case continued to study for his AP
tests. Photo courtesy of Holly Case
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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T
he Almaden Valley Women’s Club an‐
nounced the winner of the logo contest
at their general meeting last week. 

The winning logo will appear on the group’s
wine glasses as well as any print and on‐line
advertisements. 

Although the club’s annual Almaden Art &
Wine Festival has been cancelled for this year,
a limited number of the glasses will be pro‐
duced for use at smaller fundraising events to
be held throughout the year. 

The winning logo was created by Kyle Lai,
a sophomore at Leland High School and a stu‐
dent at Lord of the Light Art Studio. General‐
ly, Kyle likes to draw Anime characters using
pencil. He’s posted a number of his creations
on his Instagram account @stardragonair.  His
winning logo features a combination of grapes,
an artist’s brush and a guitar with Mt. Umunhum
in the background. Kyle was also a runner up
in last year’s logo contest, coming in third. 

The first runner up in the contest is Shivani
Kini, a 6th grader at Bret Harte Middle School.
Shivani’s art involved a unique creation of a
basket of music notes holding grapes and held
together with an artist’s brush. She loves to work
in oil pastels and water colors. In addition to
her art, she also enjoys tennis, basketball, cook‐
ing and programming.

The second runner up was Ellie Sul, a fresh‐
man at Cupertino High School and also a stu‐
dent at Lord of the Light. Ellie’s drawing involved
a wine barrel with swirls of grape vines and
grapes on the barrel with artist’s brushes used
as drumsticks to create a vision of music. A
unique interpretation, it is a reflection of Ellie’s
artistic style of surrealism. When she isn’t cre‐
ating art, Ellie loves to run and stay active.
Although she is a freshman, she is on the Var‐

sity track team and competes in jumping events.
The third runner up was Nethra Srinivasan.

Nethra is a sophomore at Leland High School
and enjoys creating abstract art. Her goal when
creating her art is to convey a deeper mean‐
ing than the image itself by using a whimsical
style and vivid colors. Her preference is to work
with oil. Nethra’s logo submission involved a
wine barrel with grapes and an artist’s brush
in front with vines trailing around the image.
In addition to art, Nethra also enjoys dancing
and teaching through The NeuroKidz, a non‐
profit organization designed to foster a pas‐
sion in neuroscience. 

The fourth runner up was Elina Jin, a 6th
grader at Castillero Middle School. Elina’s sim‐
ple yet meaningful design involved an artist’s
brush and a grape vine coming together to form
a heart. Elina enjoys drawing fantasy animals
and imaginative arts with pencil and prisma
color markers. She also plays the flute and
enjoys swimming.

All of the students created their art at Lord of
the Light, a local art studio located in the Old
Almaden Plaza. The studio’s owners started with
art classes in their garage and moved to their
current location after the classes became so pop‐
ular with local students. Lord of the Light offers
art classes for kids of all ages and adults as well.

The Almaden Valley Women’s Club is a non‐
profit organization which raises funds for local
charities through fundraising events. The club
normally produces the annual Almaden Art &
Wine Festival held each September at Almaden
Lake Park. With the cancellation of this year’s
event, the club is instead looking to produce
some on‐line fundraising events. For more
information, please visit: www.almaden‐
women.org

L-R: Kyle Lai, Shivani Kini, Ellie Sul, Nethra Srinivasan. and Elina Jin.

Logo winner announced at Almaden women’s club meeting

LETTER
Survey of students is
eye opening
Dear Editor,

A survey conducted this week by TruePub‐
lic, asked 5,745 American students ages 16‐
55, about how they are feeling and behaving
during the lockdown. 

Some of the results include:
• 65% of students say they are studying

worse during the lockdown;
• Over 50% of students say they have been

cheating more since classes moved online;
• 60% of students think it’s a good idea to

go back to school in the fall;
• 90% of students say they should receive

tuition refunds.
Robert Hughes
Almaden Valley

Leland High School
junior writes letter
to ICE regarding
COVID-19

J
onathan Ke, a junior at Leland
High School, wrote an open let‐
ter to ICE (U.S. Immigration and

Customs Enforcement) regarding
concerns for detainees amid the
COVID‐19 pandemic.

Ke states, “There are many dif‐
ferent groups of communities that
are affected by this pandemic,
including the large numbers of
incarcerated population in the US.
I first learned about the inadequate
conditions at US immigration cen‐
ters while conducting monthly
research assignments for my Eng‐
lish class. Soon after the shutdown
due to the pandemic, I felt the urge
to take some actions to help this
vulnerable population and drafted
an open letter addressed to ICE,
arguing for the release for nonvio‐
lent detainees or adapting to the
community‐based Alternative
Accompaniment Programs.”

In the letter, in part, addressed
to Associate Director Waldemar
Rodriguez, Office of Professional
Responsibility U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement in Washing‐
ton, D.C., Ke stated the following:

It has been reported numerous
times that the conditions in ICE’s
detention centers do not meet basic
sanitary and healthcare guidelines.
In a court ruling filed in February,
U.S. District Judge David C. Bury
found that “US Customs and Bor‐
der Protection (CBP) operations
and facilities are not designed to
meet detainees’ basic human needs,
including sleeping, warmth, food,
water, personal hygiene, and med‐
ical care.

Facilities such as the detention
centers are not designed to prevent
disease transmission nor efficient‐
ly deliver medical care, but to max‐
imize control of a dense population.
Observers at one of the processing
centers in Texas described the over‐
crowded scene, 900 migrants were
being held at a facility designed for
125. The lack of basic necessities

See ICE, page 15
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Sponsored by Almaden South 
Asian Women’s Association

M
eals to Medics is a campaign sponsored
by Almaden South Asian Women’s Asso‐
ciation (ASAWA) dedicated to provid‐

ing meals to hospitals in the local Almaden area
during the Covid‐19 pandemic. 

The program focuses on delivering meals to
hospitals in the local area in an effort to sup‐
port medical frontline workers during this time.
The meals provided are well‐balanced and sup‐
ply the workers with a variety of cuisines daily.
At this time, medical staff require the utmost
support to continue battling COVID‐19 on the
frontlines. 

This program was brought to the communi‐
ty by a team of three students from Leland High
School — Sparsh Garg (Marketing Lead), Riya
Shukla (Restaurant Outreach), and Ranjana
Raghavan (Hospital Outreach). 

“It started from just an idea from three high
school students, and I’m so glad that we were
able to make it into a reality.  This would not
have been possible without the endless sup‐
port we have received as well as ASAWA’s guid‐
ance,” said Raghavan.

While the appreciation is important year‐
round, at the time of this pandemic we espe‐
cially want to acknowledge the Meals to Medics
donations to our hard‐working staff here at
Good Samaritan Hospital,” said Joseph A.
DeSchryver, Chief Executive Officer Good Samar‐
itan Hospital. “The reason we achieve so much
in times like this is because of our high‐quality
people, and donations from professional organ‐
izations like ASAWA really help.” 

The program doesn’t only benefit local hos‐
pitals but also provides business to restaurants
who may have seen a decrease in customers as
a result of the lockdown. In the last four weeks
of this campaign the ASAWA Youth team man‐
aged to raise around $3000 and hope to reach
their goal of at least 320 meals by the end of
this fundraiser in order to reach their goal for
providing meals to the workers.

“Our Meals to Medics program’s success has
been great! We’ve been able to donate about
300 meals so far to help our local restaurants
during this lockdown, as well as our hardworking
medical staff in the emergency room and ICU,”
said Shukla.

“This program is supporting Togo’s and local
businesses as well during these difficult times.
Meals to Medics has inspired us to keep the
‘feed the community’ drive going,” said Amith
Chalasani, Togo’s Manager (237).

After the conclusion of the fundraiser, ASAWA
Youth are seeking new ways to provide sup‐
port to medical staff and those hit hardest by
the pandemic.

“I can’t believe how far we’ve come in four
weeks! The success of our fundraiser and the
help of our local community demonstrates that

we can do great things in the future and con‐
tinue to support those who need it the most,”
Sparsh said. 

Donations are welcome; visit: asawa.net/

mealstomedics or email: info@asawa.net

Times Community

Relief
Continued from page 1

Last year’s total value of assessed prop‐
erty in Santa Clara County was $516 bil‐
lion, with $5.31 billion collected on those
assessed properties. A reduction in prop‐
erty tax collection will most likely hurt pub‐
lic schools, cities, county agencies, county
hospitals, special districts, firefighters, and
police.  

Meals to Medics
Leland students spark campaign which provides meals to frontline hospital workers

Meals to Medics is a campaign which provides a variety of cuisines to medical workers each day.



OBITUARY
William James 
‘Bill’ Del Biaggio, Jr.
May 31, 1940 - May 2, 2020 
Helped establish Holy Spirit
School in Almaden

J
ust shy of his 80th birthday, with
his children by his side, on Sat‐
urday May 2 William James “Bill”

Del Biaggio, Jr. passed away.
Bill lived most of his entire life

in San Jose. In 1965 he met his
future wife, Helen, and they mar‐
ried in April of 1966 and remained
together until her passing in 2014,

just shy of fifty years.
His love for the Santa

Clara Valley and its com‐
munity is what drove
him and his mark on the
Valley will be felt for gen‐
erations to come. After a
short stint in the Nation‐
al Guard, Bill started his
professional life in 1963
alongside his father, Boots, at Santa
Clara Valley Beer Distributors, a
company his father founded in
1952. 

In the nearly 30 years he spent
as general manager in the family
business, Bill formed relationships
with small businesses and family‐
owned companies that would be
the catalyst for his second act,

founding Heritage Bank
of Commerce in 1994. He
served as its original
Chairman. During his
time on the Board, the
holding company, Her‐
itage Commerce Corpo‐
ration, was formed. For
a period of time, he acted
as Interim CEO. In 2017,

shortly after retiring from Heritage
Bank, Bill joined the executive team
at California Bank of Commerce.
He most recently served as Execu‐
tive Vice President, Managing Direc‐
tor for the San Jose region at CBC.

A proud alumnus (and valedic‐
torian) of the Bellarmine class of
1958, Bill was one of the original
members of the Alumni Council and

was inducted into the Bellarmine
Hall of Fame twice: Athletics
(1986) and Business (2019).

A tireless philanthropist for all
causes, Bill has been President of
the Guadalupe River Park & Gar‐
dens, the San Jose Police Founda‐
tion and Via Services. Bill served
as a Director of The Daughters of
Charity Health System, as well as
Presentation and Notre Dame High
Schools in San Jose. He served as
member of the board of directors
and as a foundation trustee for
Rotary Club of San Jose. He worked
closely with Family Supportive
Housing, Unity Care, History San
Jose, American Diabetes Associa‐
tion, Diocese of San Jose and the

Santa Clara County Boy Scouts of
America. And in 2000, Bill helped
establish Holy Spirit School in
Almaden.

In accordance with current
County guidelines, a service with
immediate family in attendance is
scheduled for Sunday May 31 at
2:00 pm and will be available for
the public to live‐stream at holy
spiritchurch.org and facebook.
com/HSParish. 

A celebration of Bill’s life will be
scheduled when larger gatherings
are permitted. 

Memorial gifts would be made
welcome by any of the aforemen‐
tioned non‐profit institutions.
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S
weet Tomatoes restaurants
nationwide will be keeping
their doors closed perma‐

nently after shutting down during
the coronavirus pandemic, accord‐
ing to CEO John Haywood.

The buffet chain's parent com‐
pany reportedly decided to close
all 97 locations of Souplantation
and Sweet Tomatoes. The move
will affect more than 4,000 em‐
ployees who will essentially be
laid off.

“The FDA had previously put out
recommendations that included
discontinuing salad bars and buf‐
fets,” Haywood said. “The regula‐
tions are understandable, but
unfortunately, it makes it very dif‐
ficult to reopen. And I’m not sure
the health departments are ever
going to allow it."

Haywood said the company may
file for bankruptcy after racking
up losses of more than $1 million
a week since shutting down in mid‐
March. 

Driver runs red light
to cause fatality

O
ne person is dead and sus‐
pect in custody for driving
under the influence follow‐

ing an early‐morning, three‐vehi‐
cle collision on Almaden Express‐

way on Sunday, May 3.
San Jose police said officers

responded at approximately 12:13
a.m. to reports of a vehicle traffic
collision at the intersection of
Almaden Expressway and Bran‐
ham.

A 2006 Nissan Murano, driven
by a 32‐year‐old male, was trav‐
eling northbound on Almaden
Expressway. As the Nissan alleged‐
ly traveled through the intersec‐
tion against a red light, it collided
with a 2004 Hyundai Tiburon, trav‐
eling westbound on Branham Lane.
The impact caused the Hyundai to
collide with a 2019 Tesla that was
stopped at the intersection.

San Jose police said the adult
male driver of the Hyundai, 70‐
year‐old Calvin Wayne Green of
San Jose, was pronounced de‐
ceased at the scene.  The adult male
driver of the Tesla was not injured.

The Nissan driver suffered
non‐life‐ threatening injuries and
was transported to a local hos‐
pital. Once medically released,
the driver of the Nissan will be
booked into Santa Clara County
Jail for vehicular manslaughter
and felony DUI.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact Detective Michael
O’Brien of the San Jose Police
Department’s Traffic Investigations
Unit at 408‐277‐4654.

Sweet Tomatoes to close permanently
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M
ayor Liccardo announced the addi‐
tion of new members to the Sili‐
con Valley Recovery Roundtable,

previously known as the Economic Recov‐
ery and Resilience Council on May 5. 

The latest additions to the Roundtable
are Silicon Valley business, education, art,
media, and community leaders. Their deep
expertise and experience—representing
hundreds of thousands of jobs in the
region—is critically needed to reopen the
economy safely. 

“Although the economic fallout of
COVID‐19 has put hundreds of thousands
of our region’s residents out of work, mere
recovery to the status quo will not suf‐
fice for our many neighbors in low‐wage
jobs struggling to pay high rents. We have
the opportunity to reimagine Silicon Val‐
ley by shaping an inclusive recovery that
will empower residents with new skills
and training that can facilitate careers in
emerging industries of the future.” said
Mayor Liccardo. 

“The willingness of these leaders to
share their scarce time and vast expert‐
ise in this moment will bring lasting impact
to the livelihoods of 3 million residents,”
added Mayor Liccardo.

The members of the Roundtable include:
Co‑Chairs
Bobby Alvarado: Executive Officer, Nor‐

Cal Carpenters Regional Council
Carl Guardino: President and CEO, Sili‐

con Valley Leadership Group
Chuck Robbins, Chairman and CEO, Cisco
Lisa Su: President and CEO, AMD
Nicole Taylor: President & CEO, Silicon

Valley Community Foundation.
Roundtable Members
Greg Becker: President & CEO, Silicon Val‐

ley Bank; Mike Blach: Chairman, Blach Con‐
struction; Byron Clift Breland: Chancel‐
lor, San Jose/Evergreen Community Col‐
lege District; Irene Chavez: Senior Vice
President and Area Manager, Kaiser; Oscar
De La Torre: Business Manager, NorCal
District Council of Laborers; Shaun Del
Grande: CEO, DelGrande Dealer Group;
Nuria Fernandez: General Manager & CEO,
Santa Clara VTA; Jesus Flores: E.D., Lati‐
no Business Foundation & Pres., Alum Rock
Business Assoc.; Mike Fox, Jr.: CEO, Good‐
will of Silicon Valley; Raquel Gonzalez:
Market President, Bank of America; Gary
Guthart: CEO, Intuitive Surgical; Chuck
Hammers: President, Pizza My Heart; Rus‑
sell Hancock: President & CEO, Joint Ven‐
ture Silicon Valley; Barrie Hathaway: Pres‐

ident & CEO, JobTrain; Reid Hoffman Part‐
ner, Greylock and Co‐Founder, LinkedIn;
Drew Hudacek: Chief Investment Officer,
Sares Regis; Tammy Huynh: Executive
Chef, Proprietor, Tamarine and Vung Tau;
Lisa Jackson: Vice President, Environment,
Policy & Social Initiatives, Apple; Sal Khan:
Founder and CEO, Khan Academy; Ibi
Krukrubo: Silicon Valley Managing Part‐
ner, EY; Janet Lamkin: California Presi‐
dent, United; Chris Lehane: Head of Glob‐
al Policy & Communications, Airbnb; Jo
Lerma‑Lopez: Founder + Natural Chef,
Luna Mexican Kitchen; Aaron Levie: CEO,
Box; Matt Lituchy: Chief Investment Offi‐
cer, Jay Paul Company; Phil Mahoney:
Executive Vice Chairman, Newmark Knight
Frank; Matthew Mahood: President & CEO,
The Silicon Valley Organization; Linda Man‑
dolini: President, Eden Housing; Maria
Marroquin: Executive Director, Day Work‐
er Center of Mountain View; Connie Mar‑
tinez: CEO, SVCreates; Doug Merritt: CEO,
Splunk; Rev. Kevin O’Brien, S.J.: Presi‐
dent, Santa Clara University; Mary Papaz‑
ian: President, SJSU; Dheeraj Pandey:

Founder, CEO & Chairman, Nutanix; Rohan
Patel: Senior Director, Global Policy & Busi‐
ness Development, Tesla; Rudy Reyes: CA
President, Verizon; Laurie Richardson:
Senior Director, Office of the CEO, Google;
Sharon Ryan: President & Publisher, Bay
Area News Group; Hermelinda Sapien:
President & CEO, Center for Employment
Training; Ted Schlein: General Partner:
Kleiner Perkins; Dick Scott: Divisional Vice
President NorCal, PS Business Parks /
NAIOP Silicon Valley; Dan Shulman: Pres‐
ident & CEO, PayPal; John A. Sobrato:
Chairman, Sobrato Family Foundation; John
Southwell: General Manager, San Jose Mar‐
riott; Dilawar Syed: CEO, Lumiata; Marc
Tessier‑Lavigne: President, Stanford Uni‐
versity; Jean‑Marie Tritant: U.S. Presi‐
dent, Unibail‐Rodamco‐Westfield; Geetha
Vallabhaneni: Founder, Luminix; Lizz
Vilardo MD: CEO of Foundations, Sutter
Health Bay Area; David Wehner: CFO, Face‐
book; Tom Werner: CEO & Chairman, Sun‐
Power; and Zia Yusuf: Senior Partner &
Managing Director, Boston Consulting
Group.

Mayor Liccardo announces members 
of Silicon Valley Recovery Roundtable

Silicon Valley Recovery Roundtable Co-Chairs (L-R): Bobby Alvarado, Carl Guardino, Chuck Robbins,
Lisa Su, and Nicole Taylor.
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KRAIG 
CONSTANTINO

kcreteam@gmail.com
www.KraigsListings.com
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SUSAN

BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240

MARGARET &
DAVID YOST

team@yostgroup.com

(408) 599-2130 
www.YostGroup.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com
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RICH CROWLEY AND
JIM HIGGINS

Rich Crowley, Broker Assoc. 
408-256-4221 |  RichLists@aol.com

DRE#00444571
Jim Higgins, Realtor | 408-256-4348

JimHiggins001@yahoo.com
DRE#01510602

Over 50 years combined serving Almaden

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

REALTORS: YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE!
STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE
Call now to place your ad by phone: 
(408) 494-7000

LINDA SALAH

Direct (408) 234-2952
Lindasalah82@gmail.com

www.lindasalah.com 
DRE# 01757363 

Stay Safe and Healthy. We Will 
All Get Through This Together.
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I'm hoping everyone
stays well during this
time. And I'm here for

you if you have any
questions. 

T
he stay at home order
has certainly taken a
toll on business –

especially our small locally
owned businesses that are
foundations within our com‐
munity.

To help assist residents,
Councilmember Khamis
office put together a list of
primarily District 10 busi‐
nesses that are open for
business.  Each business is
listed with name, phone
number, address, and web‐
site (if available) to help
make it easier to utilize.
Please call first to ensure
curbside pickup or delivery
is available. 

Most grocers are provid‐
ing an early hour for sen‐
iors or those with underly‐
ing conditions to shop first.
Lastly, some of our small
family owned businesses
are not allowed to be open
during this time ‐ like Imel‐
da’s Animal Grooming,
Music Village, etc.  Once our
reopening begins, please
keep businesses like these
in mind to patronize.

If you know of a business
that should be added to our
list, please email Denelle
Fedor at denelle.fedor@san‐
josegov.com 

Grocers
Nob Hill Foods
408‐225‐0546
6061 Snell Ave

Lucky’s
408‐997‐3100
6109 Meridian Ave.

Lucky’s
408‐578‐8484
844 Blossom Hill Rd.

International Express
Market
408‐972‐4444
5899 Santa Teresa Blvd.

Chavez Market
408‐226‐1452
646 Blossom Hill Rd.

Safeway
408‐268‐3511
6477 Almaden Expwy.

Nurseries
Almaden Valley Nursery
408‐997‐1234
almadenvalleynursery.com
15800 Almaden Expwy.

Childcare
Kiddie Academy of
Almaden
408‐752‐4803
kiddieacademy.com
16607 Almaden Expwy.

Desserts
Charlies Cheesecake
Works
408‐268‐4555
charliescheesecakeworks.
com
1179 Redmond Ave.

Ana’s Bakery
408‐268‐2253
cakesbyana.com
1175 Redmond Ave.

Coffee
Blvd. Coffee
408‐268‐8218

Donuts
Sam’s Donuts
408‐226‐2570
6047 Snell Ave.

Maple Leaf Donuts
408‐268‐5503
6469 Almaden Expwy.

Dunkin (Donuts)
408‐440‐2143
5519 Snell Ave.

Manley’s Donuts
408‐267‐4578
5721 Camden Ave.

Restaurants
La Playita
408‐997‐7201
1169 Redmond Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120

Sabores of the Valley
408‐622‐5935
saboresofthevalley.com
6944 Almaden Expwy.

Bistro Tupaz
408‐578‐5860
bistrotupaz.com
5899 Santa Teresa Blvd.

Tugboat Fish & Chips
408‐225‐8983
tugboatfishandchipssanjose.
com
658 Blossom Hill Rd.

Country Inn
408‐997‐9300
countryinncafe.xyz
6484 Camden Ave.

Element’s
sanjoseelements.com
408‐927‐8773
6477 Almaden Expy.

Wasabi
408‐629‐3888
850 Blossom Hill Rd.

Cup and Saucer
Cupandsaucersanjose.com
408‐266‐0808
1375 Blossom Hill Rd.
blvdcoffee.com
6055 Meridian Ave.

Hubs Coffee
408‐622‐8304
hubscoffee.com
630 Blossom Hill Rd.

Portuguese 
Milohas Empanada &
Bakery
milohaspastries.com
408‐784‐3736
4662 Meridian Ave.

Asian/Asian
Fusion/Sushi
Almaden Sushi
408‐997‐2024
almadensushi.com
6471 Almaden Expwy.

Tomo Sushi
408‐226‐0700
tomosushionline.com
5487 Snell Ave.

Bamboo Fish
408‐440‐0275
5945 Almaden Expwy.

What the Cup
669‐234‐7000
whatthecupsj.com
5469 Snell Ave.

Thai Love You
408‐268‐8499
thailoveyousj.com 
6055 Meridian Ave.

Kowloon Kitchen Take
Out
408‐997‐0667
chinesemenu.com
6081 Meridian Ave.

Pizza
Amato’s 
408‐997‐7727
amatopizzamenu.com
6081 Meridian Ave.

Bossmans Pizza
408‐281‐7337
bossmanspizza.com
418 W. Capitol Expwy.

Legends Pizza
408‐323‐9700
legends‐pizza.com
5965 Almaden Expwy.

High Five Pizza
408‐629‐6800
Hi5catering.com
171 Branham Ln.

Round Table Pizza 
• 408‐226‐0756 (corner of
Santa Teresa/Snell)
• 408‐997‐2313 (Red‐
mond/Almaden Expwy.)
• 408‐997‐7474 (Via
Valiente/Almaden
Expwy.)

District 10 open for business amid coronavirus pandemic
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Shelters
Continued from page 1
program after Santa Clara County issued a shel‐
ter‐in‐place order in mid‐March to slow the
spread of the virus. The shelter reopened with
virtual adoptions on April 7 but had to close
virtual appointments to see animals a week
later to catch up on processing 853 adoption
requests.

“We saw a big spike in the number of peo‐
ple interested in adopting, but because of lim‐
itations in how we do adoptions now, it’s a
slower process,” said Stephanie Ladeira, HSSV’s
chief of philanthropy and community devel‐
opment.

During the new virtual appointments, peo‐
ple can see up to three animals through a Zoom
meeting. Once they’ve decided on a pet, they
can arrange to pick it up the same day or the
next day.

“One of the few blessings we can find at this
time is that people who normally don’t have
time to acclimate a dog to their household have
time now,” Ladeira said, referencing the coun‐
ty’s stay‐home order, which has now been
extended to May 31.

Colin Thompson and his family on Tuesday
had a 30‐minute conversation with an adop‐
tion counselor and a video meet‐and‐greet with
the dog, “and that was it,” Colin said.

“We were all piled around the computer try‐
ing to see her,” he said. “She was running around
the playpen and came and sniffed the screen.
It was pretty cute. We’ve been able to hang out
at home and spend time with her. We’re very
happy.”

Another new pet owner during the coron‐
avirus, Ricardo Almeida, was skeptical about
going through the adoption process online. But
Almeida said he appreciated the adoption coun‐
selor providing an overview of the history, tem‐
perament, health and behaviors of the puppies
he was interested in.

Because of the coronavirus, Almeida wait‐
ed in his car as an adoption counselor brought
the puppy out in a crate. Almeida said it was
a short process with minimal human touch
points.

Helping pet owners 
during the pandemic
To help families facing financial hardship

because of the coronavirus crisis, HSSV has
expanded its Pet Pantry Program, which pro‐
vides pet food to owners who cannot afford it.

“People are having to make choices to feed
their human families or their furry families,”
Ladeira said.

To support the needs of those struggling
while sheltering in place, Hill’s pet food is deliv‐
ering 600 to 1,000 pounds of grub to the shel‐
ter each week. People can sign up online to
receive pet food by visiting secure.hssv.org/
forms/pet‐pantry‐program

HSSV is also ramping up its work providing
pet vaccinations, food, leashes and collars to
high‐risk homeless people going into shelters.
They also provide pet food and medical aid.

The shelter’s emergency boarding program
is available for people who’ve lost their home,
have been diagnosed with COVID‐19, are car‐
ing for someone with the disease or working
long hours at health care facilities or other
emergency businesses.

Reducing capacity at shelters
Humane Society Silicon Valley moved its ani‐

mals to foster homes to provide room for other
shelters in need. With fewer animals needing
assistance, the staff is taking on volunteer tasks
like socialization, dog walking and kitten wash‐

ing.
The City of San Jose Animal Care Center is

also closed to the public, but it’s still operat‐
ing some programs, like animal control calls,
reclaiming lost pets, virtual adoptions and kit‐
ten fostering.

“Our officers are out in field, wearing masks
and PPEs, and they’re being extra cautious with
who they approach and what kind of calls they
go out to,” said Julie St. Gregory, a spokesper‐
son for the center.

Although they’re no longer taking in healthy
stray cats, officials said they’re picking up
healthy stray dogs and injured animals.

“We picked up a few dogs whose owners
were taken to the hospital for suspected COVID‐
19,” St. Gregory said. “We had to bring those
dogs back to the shelter and quarantine them.”

The San Jose Animal Care Center was rec‐
ognized as one of the best COVID‐19 managed
shelters in the country, reducing its onsite
capacity to below 20 percent. The shelter usu‐
ally has 300 to 600 animals this time of year.
As of Tuesday, the city shelter had 51 animals.

Due to the reduced number of animals at the
shelter, only one veterinarian, health care atten‐
dant and limited staff come in every other day.
Although there are no volunteers, animal care
attendants work daily.

One of the shelter’s concerns during COVID‐
19 is making room for pets whose owners have
died from the virus. That’s why it worked so
hard to clear the shelter of animals to make room.

“One time we were down to 24 (animals),”
St. Gregory said. “We’re the largest shelter
under one roof on the west coast, so to clear
it out is really a feat.”

Noah Schwarzbach 
of Almaden Valley 
initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi

Noah Schwarzbach of Almaden Valley
(inset) was recently initiated into The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest
and most selective all‐discipline collegiate honor
society. Schwarzbach was initiated at Univer‐
sity of California‐Davis.

Membership is by invitation only and
requires nomina‐
tion and approval
by a chapter. Only
the top 10 percent
of seniors and 7.5
percent of juniors
are eligible for
membership. Grad‐
uate students in the
top 10 percent of
the number of can‐
didates for gradu‐
ate degrees may also qualify, as do faculty, pro‐
fessional staff and alumni who have achieved
scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 under
the leadership of undergraduate student Mar‐
cus L. Urann who had a desire to create a dif‐
ferent kind of honor society: one that recog‐
nized excellence in all academic disciplines.
Today, the Society has chapters on more than
300 campuses in the United States and the
Philippines. Its mission is "To recognize and
promote academic excellence in all fields of
higher education and to engage the commu‐
nity of scholars in service to others."
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E
d Lee, a parent of a high school student
in the San Jose Unified School District
(SJUSD), has started a petition to allow

SJUSD students a choice having their grades
or course credit recorded for the semester. 

More than 330 people have signed the peti‐
tion so far on the website change.org.  The
petition is named: San Jose Unified School
District: SJUSD Allow Students Choice if Grades
or Credit/No Credit.

The petition reads as follows: 
oBy no fault of their own, California’s stu‐

dents have been forced to shelter in place and
utilize distance learning.
o While not all students have access to

resources to allow them to make use of dis‐
tance learning opportunities, there is a seg‐
ment of the student population who are tak‐
ing advantage of these programs and are in
a position to achieve letter grades which can
be beneficial to their college admission
process.
o Many of the SJUSD Students attending

high school are freshman/sophomores/ Jun‐
iors who have aspirations to attend a 4 year
college.
oSJUSD is offering only pass credit.  Other

neighboring districts (like Los Gatos high
school) are offering a choice of a letter grade,
or pass/fail credit.  
oMy son is a junior at a SJUSD high school,

and has been taking Advanced Placement
courses and getting excellent grades.  He has
been doing the distance learning course work
and attending the optional Educational Test‐
ing Service AP prep courses.  He is devastat‐

ed with the current Pass credit policy com‐
municated by SJUSD. The grades from this
semester will move the needle on his GPA.
o This petition is to ask the Superinten‐

dent of SJUSD to offer a choice to its students
to select a letter grade or pass credit.
oSome are arguing that UC and CSU schools

are changing their criteria to accommodate
the effect of the covid‐19 crisis.  GPA will con‐
tinue to be key admission criteria, however.
What about other private colleges and uni‐
versities who will be evaluating candidates
that had the opportunity to attain letter grades
during the shelter in place.   By providing stu‐
dents a choice of a letter grade, we provide
students the ability to potentially better their
chances and choices for colleges.
o Let’s provide our students the opportu‐

nity to choose.  Please provide your support
for choice by endorsing this petition.

To view the petition, visit: change.
org/p/san‐jose‐unified‐school‐district‐sjusd‐
allow‐students‐choice‐if‐grades‐or‐credit‐no‐
credit

Petition started to allow San Jose Unified School 
District students a choice of grades or course credit

“By providing students a
choice of a letter grade,
we provide students the
ability to potentially 
better their chances and
choices for colleges.”
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Drive‑in theaters
reopen amid current 
coronavirus pandemic
You can watch movies as long as you
follow strict health rules

H
ere is some welcome news for movie‐
goers, you can finally go to the movies
again (drive‐in theaters) as long as

you follow some strict health rules.
Drive‐ins provide the perfect isolated

moviegoing experience — as people watch
from their cars as opposed to sitting next to
one another in a movie theater.

West Wind Drive‐In Theaters, which just
reopened Capitol Drive‐In in San Jose, states
on their Facebook page: “If you’re sick STAY
HOME!”

Here are the five rules listed on the West
Wind’s website.

1. People must stay in their cars at all times
except to visit the restroom.

2. You must wear a face covering when
leaving your car for any reason.

3. You may not park your vehicle within
10 feet of another vehicle.

4. A limited number of people are allowed
in the restroom at a time, except adult with
child.

5. Customers who do not follow these rules
will be asked to leave.

Due to the fact that movie studios are not
releasing new films right now, the  lineup of
movies have been out for weeks, still it’s fun
for many people to experience a family night
out. 

Remember, you have to provide your own
snacks, so don’t forget the popcorn!

For a list of movies visit: www.westwind‐
di.com  Capitol Drive‐in is located at: 3630
Hillcap Ave., San Jose, CA; (408) 226‐2251.

State Senate candidate
Ann Ravel receives
endorsements from four
City Councilmembers 
San Jose City Councilmember 
Johnny Khamis first candidate
from March primary to endorse 
in senate district 14 race

C
alifornia State Senate candidate Ann
Ravel has received endorsements from
four San Jose City Councilmembers—

including former competitor, Johnny Khamis. 
Ravel’s campaign announced on May 5 that

she had captured the support of San Jose
council members Johnny Khamis, Dev Davis,
Lan Diep and Pam Foley.

Almaden Valley area‐representative
Khamis was previously a state senate candi‐
date during the March 2020 primary, mak‐
ing Ravel the first candidate in the Novem‐
ber election to earn the support of one of her
former rivals. 

Ravel said Khamis’ endorsement is “sig‐
nificant.” 

“I’m supporting Ravel because she’s some‐
one with a proven track record of putting the
interests of the public before any special inter‐
ests,” Khamis said. “As a consumer champi‐
on and fiscal watchdog she has fought tire‐
lessly for our communities.” 

70‐year‐old Ravel will face off with Santa
Clara County Supervisor Dave Cortese in
November’s general election to replace soon‐
to‐be‐termed out District 15 state Sen. Jim
Beall (D‐San Jose).

“I’m proud to have earned the support of
Councilmembers Khamis, Davis, Diep and
Foley," said Ravel. “At times like these, it is
important that our elected officials speak for
the people, not the special interests, and that’s
why I’m running for State Senate.”

Cortese, who
enjoys official
backing from
labor, garnered
33.91 percent of
the vote while
Ravel nabbed
22.07 percent of
the vote among
a field of seven
candidates.

Ravel, an
attorney, head‐
ed the Federal
Elections Com‐
mission during

the Obama administration. She was appoint‐
ed by Governor Jerry Brown to Chair the Fair
Political Practices Commission.

Ravel has also earned endorsements from
Santa Clara County District Attorney Jeff
Rosen, Santa Clara County Assessor Larry
Stone and Santa Clara County Supervisors
Susan Ellenberg, Joe Simitian, Congress‐
woman Katie Porter, California Women’s List,
California Democratic Legislative Women’s
Caucus, and The Mercury News.

California’s State Senate District 15 includes
San José, Campbell, Cupertino, Los Gatos,
Monte Sereno and Saratoga. 

Times Community News

Ravel
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ICE
Continued from page 4
and overcrowded condition highlight
the failure to meet Center of Disease
Control and Prevention’s (CDC) guide‐
line of social distancing. According to
CDC’s recommendation for the pub‐
lic, the agency encourages all people
to practice social distancing, avoid
gathering, and engage in frequent
hygiene practices as the most effec‐
tive ways to prevent and combat the
virus; however, given the aforemen‐
tioned conditions in ICE’s detention
centers, it is almost impossible to
adhere to these guidelines. 

It is clear that correctional and
detention facilities have a higher risk
of disease transmission: large num‐
bers of people are living in confined
environments, heightening the chance
of an outbreak once the virus is intro‐
duced. Detainees being transported
from one facility to another might be
carriers of the virus; staffs’ daily
ingress and egress also increases the
possible exposure, and even spread,
of the virus. This not only puts the
detainees at risk, but also the staff and
their families, as well as the commu‐
nities near the facilities.

Outbreak at facility could para‑
lyze local healthcare system

If an outbreak occurs at a facility,
it might even paralyze the local health‐
care system. According to an analy‐
sis compiled by Reuters, one third of
ICE’s detention centers were located
in an area with only one hospital, or
none at all containing intensive‐care‐
units (ICU) within 25 miles. For exam‐
ple, Winn Parish Medical Center¬—
the closest hospital to four of Louisiana
detention facilities—only has 46 beds
with five ICU beds; if an outbreak
occurs, it will be almost impossible to
take care of COVID‐19 patients along
with the residents in the area. This
would results in detainees being trans‐
ported to larger regional hospitals,
increasing the chance of transmitting
the virus along the way, and a state
like Louisiana is already straining to
handle one of the fastest growing
COVID‐19 outbreaks in the nation, a
place where outbreaks in detention
centers would worsen and even par‐
alyze the medical system.

Given these facts, we demand that
the US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement release immigrant
detainees with no legal charges, or
adapt to Alternative Accompaniment
Programs which will ensure detainees
living in homes that make social dis‐
tancing possible. Due to ICE’s lack of
transparency, it is hard for the med‐
ical departments to estimate the num‐
ber of cases in detention centers accu‐
rately, which might have downplayed
the current situation in these facili‐
ties. However, considering the facili‐
ties’ conditions and the confirmed
cases in Texas and Illinois, it is clear
that an outbreak at detention centers
is only a matter of time. Therefore, we
urge the release of immigrant
detainees in ICE’s detention centers
and further demand ICE to construct
a transparent plan that adheres to
CDC’s guidelines of prevention, includ‐
ing the availability of basic hygiene,
professional medical treatment, and
a thorough plan that outlines its pro‐
cedures if an outbreak does occur.

By Dave Cortese
Special to the Times

W
e are living in an unprecedented time
that has forced a paradigm shift upon
us. There is an under‐

standing among many across the
globe that we are all dealing with
the same obstacle.

For most of us, life has been
stalled by the COVID‐19 virus. Daily
luxuries, which may have been
taken for granted, have been
replaced by physical distancing
guidelines and a will to secure only
the most basic necessities to pro‐
tect us from a fast‐moving and indis‐
criminate virus.

The ability to go back to work,
send our children to school, or even
the freedom to wander downtown
to enjoy a cup of coffee with friends, all feel elu‐
sive. This may feel isolating, but the majority
of Americans rest easier knowing that a return
to normalcy may not be too far away; but not
if you are a foster care youth. 

For young adults, ages 21 to 24, who are tran‐
sitioning out of foster care, the most basic lux‐
uries and necessities will feel even more out of

reach in a post‐pandemic world.
This is why Santa Clara County needs a basic

income program for transition‐aged foster care
youth. It is a first step toward giving these young

people the tools they need to build
a fulfilling and self‐sustaining life. 

An idea I introduced earlier this
year, which was approved by the
Board of Supervisors as a pilot pro‐
gram, will provide foster care youth
with a stipend of $1,000 a month
that youth could apply toward hous‐
ing, utilities, groceries and other
needs. Individuals will be paired
with service providers and strate‐
gic public and private partners expe‐
rienced with mentoring to assist
them into self‐sufficiency. The board
will vote on greenlighting this pilot
program this Tuesday.

Foster care youth are already a fragile demo‐
graphic. Their early years are often marked by
violence, trauma and poverty. Years after tran‐
sitioning, they show residual signs of emotion‐
al and behavioral disturbance. Once emerged
from foster care, they must quickly begin the
difficult process of establishing themselves, typ‐
ically without the safety net of family and close

friends. Will they find affordable housing or be
reduced to sofa stints for months and years?
Can they continue their education or are they
doomed to decades of minimum wage employ‐
ment?

The basic income pilot program I proposed
will help these young people to not have to set‐
tle for less than what they deserve. Particular‐
ly in a post COVID‐19 world, economic mobil‐
ity will be slow for many, and even more pro‐
nounced for these youth. This program will give
foster youth the tools they need to be success‐
ful to help them achieve parity in education,
employment and income.

Basic income programs show great promise.
Studies have indicated that such payments can
reduce poverty, improve health and increase
educational opportunities. The city of Stockton
has undertaken a similar program with encour‐
aging results.

The pilot program will continuously moni‐
tor how well the stipend has supported foster
care youth in terms of educational achievement,
financial fluency and job training.

We are not all feeling the effects of this pan‐
demic equally. As we deal with the day‐to‐day
of this virus, we must not forget to look ahead.
Young people are our future. Giving them the tools
they need to succeed and thrive is our respon‐
sibility. There can be no clearer opportunity to
meet this duty than the chance to support our
foster youth through this difficult transition.

Dave Cortese has served on the Santa Clara
County Board of Supervisors for more than a
decade with four years as board president. Prior
to this, Cortese served eight years on the San Jose
City Council, including two years as vice mayor.

Op Ed

Support our foster youth in
a post-coronavirus world

County
Report

By Dave Cortese
Supervisor



T
he Chabad House distributed
several hundred Shabbat
dinners to the community

on Friday, May 8.
The theme for the Shabbat din‐

ner offerings is “Chicken Soup for
the Quarantined Soul", and the
menu included: challah, wine,

gefilte fish, Caesar salad, potato
knish, hummus, chicken and deli‐
cious matzah ball soup. 

Shabbat candles and Kiddush
cups were also made available at
no charge. Residents picked up
their dinners at the Chabad House
and dinners were delivered to sen‐

iors residents at their homes.
The project was inspired by the

leader of world Jewry the Lubav‐
itcher Rebbe, Rabbi M. M. Schneer‐
son. 

The Rebbe’s message to the
world is: "Messiah is on his way,
it's just up to us to add in acts of
goodness and kindness to hasten
his arrival." Rabbi Mendel and
Mussi Weinfeld are his emissaries
in San Jose spreading goodness
and kindness awaiting the Messi‐
ah's arrival. The Weinfeld's say
their message is relevant now, in
these uncertain times more than
ever.

“Hundreds have enjoyed these
kosher Shabbat meals. From peo‐
ple sheltered at home looking for
a warm fresh meal to senior care's,
assistant livings and hospitals,
hundreds receive these weekly
meals through our dedicated staff
of volunteers,” said Rabbi Mendel,
Director of the Chabad. “We hope
the meals bring some comfort to
the ‘Quarantined Soul’ and trust in
G‐D that this will all be over very
soon.”

Shabbat is a time to spend each
week with family. It's observed
from sunset on Friday evening
until the nightfall Saturday night.
Shabbat is a festive day when Jews
exercise their freedom, from the
regular labors of everyday life to
connect with G‐d on a deeper level.

About The Chabad House
The Chabad House offers a wide

variety of educational and spiritual
opportunities for Jews of all back‐
grounds who want to learn more
about their Jewish roots. From hol‐
iday celebrations to adult educa‐
tion classes, a Hebrew school expe‐
rience your children will treasure
and Shabbat dinners, Chabad has
something for every Jew. Everyone
is welcome at Chabad regardless
of their personal level of religious
observance. Rabbi Mendel and
Mussi Weinfeld serve as the direc‐
tors of the organization. 

The Chabad House in Almaden
Valley is located at: 5931 Porto
Alegre Dr, San Jose CA 95120;
(408) 910‐2034;  Info@chabadal‐
maden.com The Chabad House is
a 501(c)3 Tax Exempt Organiza‐
tion. To donate visit: www.chabad
almaden.com/donate
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Rabbi Mendel and Mussi Weinfeld

The Chabad House of Almaden distributes
free Shabbat dinners to the community

Times
Classifieds

Work!
(408) 494‑7000
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The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, San Jose
CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum",
which means "Peace be
upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. It is the last in
the line and a continuation
of the Abrahamic faiths.
People who follow Islam
are called Muslims. The
Quran is the Divine book
that guides all mankind to
come closer to their cre-
ator.
Please visit our website to
learn more. 

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458
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Please 
recycle

this 
newspaper!

Home ServicesShoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern 
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408 494.7000

Services

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Clocks TimesClassifieds

Storage

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.
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