
OUR OUR 
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

MOURNSMOURNS

NNNNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  AAmmeerriiccaann  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  oorr  ffaavvooeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  AAmmeerriiccaann  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  oorr  ffaavvoo rrrr

VOLUME 93/NO. 21 MAY 21, 2020 -MAY 27, 2020 $1.00

SSeerrvviinngg  SSoouutthheeaasstteerrnn  NNoorrtthh  CCaarroolliinnaa  ssiinnccee  11992277  aanndd  aann  oouuttggrroowwtthh  ooff  RR..SS..  JJeerrvvaayy  PPrriinntteerrss eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  11990011

TO ADVERTISE OR SUBSCRIBE,
CALL (910) 762-5502

VISIT US AT
WWW.WILMINGTONJOURNAL.COM

WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  PPoolliiccee  aarree  
ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  tthheeiirr  sseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  

3300  yyeeaarr  oolldd  EEbboonneeee  SSppeeaarrss  ooff
WWiillmmiinnggttoonn..  TThhee  llooccaall

CCrriimmeessttooppppeerrss  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  hhaass
jjooiinneedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  PPoolliiccee
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  iinn  ooffffeerriinngg  aa  rreewwaarrdd

ooff  uupp  ttoo  $$55,,000000  ffoorr  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  EEbboonneeee''ss  
wwhheerreeaabboouuttss..  IIff  yyoouu  kknnooww  
wwhheerree  SSppeeaarrss  mmaayy  bbee,,  ccaallll

WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  PPoolliiccee  
aatt  ((991100))  334433--33660000  
oorr  uussee  TTeexxtt--aa--TTiipp..
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TThhee  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  JJoouurrnnaall  iiss  ssttiillll  ppaarrttiiaallllyy  ooppeerraattiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  rreemmoottee  aarreeaa..    OOuurr  bbuuiillddiinngg  hhaass  mmuucchh  ddaammaaggee  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  oouurr  
eeqquuiippmmeenntt  iiss  ssttiillll  iinnooppeerraabbllee..    PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  bbeeaarr  wwiitthh  uuss  aass  wwee  wwoorrkk  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  nnoorrmmaallccyy..  
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MMEEMMOORRIIAALL    DDAAYY

This week, as we go into
Memorial Day here in Brunswick
County, we have a lot of veterans
who need to be told that we are
proud of them for their services
and sacrifices, and, as I write, I
can think of one who served his
country  well and then served his
community also very well. He is
known all over Brunswick
County and Columbus County.
His commitment to freedom was
untiring through community
service and political society.

My person of honor is known
to many people as "Ask Willie
Richardson" and to some others
as "the Vegetable Man." He is one
of the last Black Korean War vet-
erans of combat left here in
Brunswick County! So, if you see
him, get a chance to speak to him,
or even give him a call, let him
know that his service was, and
still is, very much appreciated!

Bernest Hewett is President
Emeritus of the Brunswick
County Branch of the NAACP.

ATTORNEY FOR KITA: 

"COLOSSAL MISUNDERSTANDING"

SShhoouulldd  ssttaattee
llaawwmmaakkeerrss  rreevveeaall

tthheeiirr  eemmaaiillss  iinn
vvootteerr  IIDD  ccaassee??

With the NC General Assembly back in session
this week, one of the more notable bills filed of par-
ticular interest to the African-American communi-
ty is Senate Bill 775, "Funds/Est. Black Women &
Girls Task Force." 

"An act to establish the North Carolina Black
Women and Girls' Task Force and to appropriate
funds for the task force," the heading says.

Filed on Thursday, May 14, by Senators Erica D.
Smith [Bertie] and Natalie Murdock [Durham], the

Please see TASK FORCE/Page 2

The attorney for the former NHC sheriff's deputy
who allegedly led an "angry White mob" erroneously
to the home of a Pender County Black family, looking
for his younger sister on May 3, says there was no
racism involved and that it is all just some "colossal
misunderstanding."

Meanwhile, a Pender County community leader
says, regardless of the reason, that Black family was
"terrorized," and he wants District Attorney Ben
David to hand the case over to the FBI so that the
truth can come out and justice be done.

Justice seems to be moving slowly in the Jordan
Kita case, wherein the former NHC deputy, in uni-
form, allegedly led an "angry White mob," some with
guns, of at least 15 people, to the home of Monica and
Dameon Shepard in the Avendale community of

Rocky Point in Pender County, angrily demanding to
know the whereabouts of his younger sister (who
was found unharmed the next morning), and some-
one named "Josiah."

Both Dameon, 18, and his mother, Monica, vehe-
mently denied knowing anything about the missing
girl or anything about Josiah, especially when Kita
allegedly tried to force his way into their home. Soon
Pender deputies came to the scene but took no names
and arrested no one. Five days later, New
Hanover/Pender County District Attorney Ben
David announced that Kita had been fired as a NHC
deputy and was charged with forcible breaking and
entering and willful failure to discharge duties.
Another man allegedly with Kita May 3 who was car-
rying a weapon was charged with terrorizing the
public.

According to WECT-TV, former NHC Deputy Kita
was in uniform that night because he left his shift at
the detention center early and didn't change clothes,

and his little sister is biracial In fact, even though
Jordan Kita is White, his family is biracial. The Kita
family also claims they were working with the
Pender County Sheriff's Department in the search.

James Rutherford, attorney for the Kita family,
told the TV station that race had nothing to do with
the events of May 3 and blames that "defamatory
narrative' on the Shepard's attorney, Attorney
James W. Lea.

In a statement to the media, Attorney Rutherford
reiterated that the events of May 3 were not about
race but, instead, about "…a family searching for a
troubled teenager…and time was against them….the
teen the family has had guardianship over for more
than 10 years, is biracial. It is even more difficult to
reconcile when considering the fact that this is not
the only biracial child in the home.

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
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LLooccaall
BBuuttnneerr
iinnmmaattee
ddiieess  ooff

CCOOVVIIDD--1199 GARY NIXON

DOROTHY S. DESHIELDS

DDoorrootthhyy  DDeeSShhiieellddss,,  WWiilllliissttoonn
SSeenniioorr  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattee,,
ffoorrmmeerr  NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  CCoouunnttyy
SScchhoooollss  pprriinncciippaall  aanndd  ffoorrmmeerr
NNeeww  HHaannoovveerr  CCoouunnttyy  SScchhoooollss
bbooaarrdd  mmeemmbbeerr  ppaasssseedd  aawwaayy  oonn
WWeeddnneessddaayy..    SSeerrvviicceess  aarree
eennttrruusstteedd  ttoo  DDaavviiss  FFuunneerraall
HHoommee,,  990011  SS..  55tthh  AAvvee,,
WWiillmmiinnggttoonn,,  NNCC  2288440011..  PPlleeaassee
sshhaarree  mmeemmoorriieess  aanndd  ccoonnddoo--
lleenncceess  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffaammiillyy  aatt
wwwwww..ddaavviissffuunneerraallhhoommeenncc..ccoomm..

Please see KITA/Page 2

GG
ary Edward Nixon, age 57 died April 12
after being transferred out of North
Carolina's Butner Federal Prison

Complex to an unknown site.
Though the former Laney High student had

eight siblings, including one that had applied and
testified in 2018 for a court appointed guardian-
ship due to his health issues, family were denied
information about the medical facility he was
moved to.

From March 29 until April 13 nobody knew
where Nixon was, according to his sister, Jackie
Brown Adair of Leland.

The family was notified of his death on a
Monday, their brother died Easter Sunday, April 12
in Duke Regional Hospital in Durham.

Nixon's death certificate documents COVID-19

infection as the cause  from chronic respiratory
distress. Four of five long-term health issues were
listed as related medical conditions -- COPD,
Diabetes, Hypertension, and Sarcoidosis.

Though Nixon also suffered for years with Sleep
Apnea and was usually provided with CPAP equip-
ment by Butner staff, that condition was not listed
on the death certificate.

"We tried repeatedly ... we could have been
allowed to communicate with his doctor," Adair
said of her brother's terminal crisis.

"That was very heart wrenching."
A few weeks prior to being hospitalized Gary

had called another sister, Katrina Harris who
resides in Maryland.

"He told me had been really sick and really thought
he was leaving here, going to die," Harris said.

BBYY  BBEEVVEERRLLYY  SSMMAALLLLSS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Please see NIXON/Page 2

Should state lawmakers be compelled
to reveal their legislative emails related
to Senate Bill 824, the legislature's latest
voter ID case? 

That was the argument before a Wake
Superior Court three-judge panel last
week as Jeff Loperfido, senior counsel
with the Southern Coalition for Social
Justice argued to have the emails
released in Holmes v. Moore.

Gov. Cooper vetoed SB824 after the
Republican-led legislature passed it in
December 2018 after voters ratified a
constitutional amendment making
voter ID a law a month earlier. Cooper's
veto was overridden, but a lawsuit
ensued, and the State Appellate Court
has prevented the law from being enact-
ed with a preliminary injunction until
the court case is heard.

Thus the hearing last week, wherein
Loperfido went before the three-judge
panel, requesting that it order
Republican lawmakers to turn over
their emails and other documents relat-
ed to passage of SB824.

"Time after time, this General
Assembly has been found guilty of
employing improper racial considera-
tions when passing laws. It's against

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

Please see EMAILS/Page 2

SSeennaattee  bbiillll  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  BBllaacckk  ffeemmaallee  ttaasskk  ffoorrccee
BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

SENATOR NATALIE MURDOCK SENATOR ERICA D. SMITH

http://www.davisfuneralhomenc.com


2 STATE/CONTINUED

ISSN 0049-7649
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Dedicated to R.S. Jervay,
Founder of R.S. Jervay Printers,

1901 and T.C. Jervay, Sr.,
Founder of The Wilmington

Journal, An offspring of
the Cape Fear Journal, 1927

Published Weekly At 
412 South Seventh Street,

Wilmington, NC 28401
By Wilmington Journal, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1020,
Wilmington, NC 28402

Periodical Postage Paid At
Wilmington, NC 28402

(910) 762-5502,
Fax: (910) 343-1334, 

Email: wilmjourn@aol.com
Website: 

www.wilmingtonjournal.com
Single Copy $1.00 

Local Subscriptions $45 Yearly,
Out of Town $50 Yearly, 

Foreign $55 Yearly
Payable in Advance.(Taxes

Included )
Address all communications and

make all checks and 
money orders payable to:
The Wilmington Journal,

P.O. Box 1020, 
Wilmington, NC 28402

Shawn Jervay Thatch
Chief Operating Officer

Mary Alice Jervay Thatch
Publisher//Editor 

Johanna Thatch Briggs
Assistant Editor
George Miles

Copy Editor//Circulation
Cash Michaels

Reporter/Editorial Staff
John Davis

Photographer
DeShon Briggs

Distributor
Joshua Allen

Distributor

Opinions expressed by
columnists in this newspaper
do not necessarily represent

the policy of this paper.
The Wilmington Journal cannot

accept yard sale and dinner
sale announcements as briefs.

These are considered advertise-
ments.  Community and reli-

gious briefs are designated for
public service announcements,
which are free and open to the

public.
All news must be submitted

two weeks in advance by
Fridays at 5 p.m.  

There is no charge for  
submitting briefs, news and

photos. All briefs will run for a
maximum of two weeks.  

Please send news near the
event date. Briefs/news cannot

be taken  over the phone.
Photos and  

stories may also be emailed to
us at wilmjournnews@aol.com.
News, but not photos, may be
faxed to us at 910-343-1334.
Photos may be picked up after

appearing in the paper. The
publisher is  not 

responsible for the return of
unsolicited news, pictures or

advertising copy unless 
necessary postage 

accompanies the copy on a 
self-addressed envelope. 

Member of the National
Newspaper Publishers

Association, Inc.
Member of North Carolina 

Black Publishers Association

WWEE AACCEPTCCEPT

Thursday, May 21, 2020

Task Force shall serve as an
advisory committee to study
disaggregated findings con-
cerning the well being of cis-
gender and transgender Black
women and girls in the State.
In conducting this examina-

tion, the Task Force shall
examine the following issues:

- Study the health and
wealth disparities of Black
women and their impact.

- Review educational justice
principles for Black girls and
the impact of trauma to learn-
ing.

- Research all forms of vio-
lence to, and on, Black women

and girls.
- Consider the impact of the

criminal and juvenile justice
system on Black women and
girls, including incarceration
of Black women and girls.

- Examine the effect of polit-
ical advocacy and engage-
ment, employment, and
healthcare, especially in the
context of disparate impacts
of COVID-19, cancer, stress
disorders, high blood pressure,
maternal morbidity and infant
mortality, reproduction, and
other disparate health factors.

If established, the NC Black
Women and Girls' Task Force
would be in the NC Dept. of
Administration "for budgetary
purposes only." 

There would be 13 members,
consisting of:

- Nine grassroots-led select-
ed North Carolina advocacy
nonprofit organization leaders
that serve Black women
and/or girls who have an
established mission of saving
Black women and/or girls
within the State for a mini-
mum of two years and
appointed by the Secretary of
Administration or his or her
designee; two persons who are
members of the Senate at the
time of appointment, at least
one of whom represents the
minority party, appointed by
the President Pro temper of
the Senate; two members of
the State House.

All members would be
appointed for two years.

FFOORRMMEERR  NNCC  RREEPP..  LLAARRRRYY
WWOOMMBBLLEE,,  DDEEAADD  AATT  7788

[WINSTON-SALEM] Best
known for championing the
cause of victims of North
Carolina's 40-year steriliza-
tion program, former Rep.
Larry Womble died at his
home last week of natural
causes. He was 78. A former

local alderman, Womble
went onto serve in the NC
House of Representatives in
1995 for nine terms. He left
the House in 2012 after
almost losing his life in a car
accident. It was through his
efforts that in 2013, steriliza-
tion victims received com-
pensation from the state.

LLEEGGIISSLLAATTUURREE  
RREECCOONNVVEENNEESS  WWIITTHH  BBIIGG
BBUUDDGGEETT  CCHHAALLLLEENNGGEESS

[RALEIGH] Lawmakers
came back to Raleigh the

week, facing staggering chal-
lenges because of what the
COVID-19 pandemic has done
to the state. With most busi-
nesses closed and many
North Carolinians out of
work, retail and income tax
collections are low, forcing
lawmakers to decide what
services will have to be cut.
In addition, many citizens
have not gotten their unem-
ployment checks, primarily
because when the pandemic
hit, it overwhelmed the sys-
tem, thus causing long

delays. Plus, Republican law-
makers will try to pass bills
countering Gov. Cooper
COVID-19 restrictions on
restaurants and bars.

CCHHUURRCCHHEESS  RREEOOPPEENN
AAFFTTEERR  FFEEDDEERRAALL  JJUUDDGGEE
TTEEMMPPOORRAARRIILLYY  SSTTRRIIKKEESS
DDOOWWNN  GGOOVVEERRNNOORR''SS
RREESSTTRRIICCTTIIOONN

[RALEIGH] Churches
across North Carolina
reopened for service last
Sunday after a federal judge
temporarily struck down

part of Gov. Cooper's restric-
tion on indoor churches
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The churches said the
indoor prohibition violated
their constitutional rights.
The governor countered that
have church congregations
in close quarters only con-
tributed to the spread to the
virus. A hearing on the mat-
ter is scheduled for May 29th.

CCOOMMPPIILLEEDD  BBYY  
CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS

Nixon had also repeatedly
assured siblings he might be
released early due to Corona
issues in NC prisons.

Attorney General William
Barr's April 3 directive that
chronically ill federal nonvi-
olent inmates most vulnera-
ble to contracting COVID-19
should be considered for pos-
sible early supervised release
gave him more hope.

He had also sought such
release due to personal
health issues several months
before Corona Virus infec-
tions began spreading across
the globe.

Gary Nixon had been ail-

ing physically for years. He
was also plagued by poor
decisions that linked to legal
issues.

Drug-related incarcera-
tions, and the, "Not Guilty,"
resolution of a shooting in
self-defense had been down-
falls for the brother
described as likeable, very
loving, and fun.

"I don't even think it was
the money, that had him
involved with drug dealing. I
think it was more than likely
linked to what he thought
was power," Adair said.

Known as a gifted handy-
man and construction work-
er, Gary had prior to
Hurricane Florence com-
pletely renovated the Old
Scotts Hill home of his moth-

er, the late Mary Louise
Nixon, from the roof to the
flooring.

"He was a 'Jack of all
trades,'" the Leland sibling
said of his skills in electrical,
plumbing, air conditioning
systems, and more.

Though Nixon thought he
had gotten better from a
severe illness that had him
bedridden in mid-March, the
next call Harris received
from her brother was devas-
tating.

"He told me had been taken
to a hospital and they were
going to induce a coma and
put him on a ventilator. He
said they would not let him
tell where he was."

Whoever was with Nixon
did not allow him to talk long

because they needed to
induce the comatose state
right away.

Harris doesn't know if the
person with him was a
Butner or hospital staff per-
son.

She was able to speak with
a person and requested
details regarding a name or
number they could have as a
contact to keep up with
Gary's condition.

The sister was given a tele-
phone number. Attempted
contacts led to long holds and
eventually transfers to the
extension of a, "counselor."

That person never answered
or responded in spite of the
voice message request for spe-
cific information.

"We kept asking, 'What

hospital is he in, to get
updates,'" Adair said.

April 17, five days after
Gary Nixon's death, an ABC
News Raleigh-Durham affili-
ate reported that the Butner
Federal Prison Complex had
more COVID19 cases than
any federal prison in the
United States.

By May 18 NC prisons had
tested 32,000 inmates. Five
deaths and 600 COVID19
cases were documented.

The federal prison staff
were recently provided free
testing for Corona Virus
detection.

A month earlier, by mid
April, Butner Federal Prison
already had 25 infected staff,
66 infected inmates, and four
deaths linked to COVID-19.

NIXON
Continued from Page 1

STATE BRIEFSSTATE BRIEFS

"Jordan considers the teen
to be his sister, Attorney
Rutherford continued. "She
has lived with his family for
more than ten years. He loves
her very much, just as he
loves all his siblings, biologi-
cal or otherwise. When his
mother called him frantically
on the night of May 3, Jordan
was working at the New
Hanover County Detention
Facility. His shift did not end
for several more hours.
Understanding the emergent
circumstances, he left work
and rushed to help find the
sister he loves so much." 

"He did not lead any mob
as has been reported. He was

not a leader of anything this
evening. The search party,
consisting of children,
teenagers and adults, was a
disorganized hodgepodge of
people receiving rapidly
changing information
through social media, text
and phone calls. Many doors
were knocked upon that
evening on multiple streets.
Upon hearing the plight, sev-
eral people joined to help
search for the missing teen."

"Hours into the search, a tip
was received from a youngster
that this missing teen was seen
with Josiah. Eventually anoth-
er youngster gave an address.
This address was broadcasted
via phone calls and text. At this
point the hodgepodge of indi-
viduals and small groups that
were independently searching

for this missing teen came to
what later is known as the
Shepard's address. It is true the
name given is Josiah. However,
at no time did anyone mistake
Dameon for Josiah. There was
zero description of Josiah."

"This case is nothing more
than a colossal misunder-
standing," Attorney
Rutherford insisted and
added that there was also no
criminal intent.

"It is not lost on Jordan
and his family how the
Shepards must feel. Instead
of fighting in the court of
public opinion, this family
wishes to do what they have
always done, and that is to
put race aside and do what is
right. They would love noth-
ing more than to sit down
with the Shepard family and

express how sorry they are
that they were a part of leav-
ing them feeling as they felt."

However, Rev. Dante A.
Murphy, of Southern
Coalition for Equal
Protection Under the Law,
isn't buying it.

The Journal sent the
Pender County based activist
a copy of Attorney
Rutherford's statement on
behalf of the Kita family.

"Attorneys have very cre-
ative ways at attempting to
explain away the reality of
facts," Rev. Murphy replied,
referring to the fact that Kita
did try to muscle his way into
the Shepard's home, that there
were at least three people with
guns present as part of an
angry White mob, and the
Shepards were left fearing for

their lives in their home.
"One family's being in "crisis

mode" does not justify another
family's be terrorized," Rev.
Murphy continued. "It is my
hope that District Attorney
Ben David will refer this mat-
ter to the FBI for investigation.
The public deserves to know
the details of what happened
that night."  

"The offer to meet with the
family is a blatant disregard
for the seriousness of the sit-
uation. It is usually victims
who request to meet with per-
petrators in order to bring
closure to a traumatic event,
not the other way around.
The Kita family may be sin-
cerely sorry for their actions,
but their illegal actions left a
mother and child wounded,
perhaps for life."

KITA
Continued from Page 1

““IIff  tthhee  lliioonnss  ddoo  nnoott  wwrriittee  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  hhiissttoorryy,,  
tthheenn  tthhee  hhuunntteerrss  wwiillll  ggeett  aallll  tthhee  ccrreeddiitt..””----AANN  AAFFRRIICCAANN  PPRROOVVEERRBB

this backdrop of persistent
malfeasance and with the
fundamental right to vote at
stake that plaintiffs move
this court for certain discov-
ery that will shine much
needed light on the motiva-
tions of a General Assembly
that has repeatedly abused
the qualified legislative privi-
lege, a privilege meant to

safeguard legitimate legisla-
tive activity done in the pub-
lic's interest and not to pro-
vide cover for the personal or
partisan interests of legisla-
tors in private," said
Attorney Loperfido.

Plaintiff's attorney was ask-
ing the court to rule that state
lawmakers only have qualified
legislative privilege, meaning
that some of the business they
conduct is not protected from
public scrutiny.

Loperfido made clear that,

given the Republican-led legis-
lature's past history with pass-
ing voter ID laws, that  "…sig-
nificant circumstantial evi-
dence already exists suggesting
that legislators have targeted
African-Americans with dis-
criminatory laws for the pur-
pose of excluding them from
the political process. We believe
privilege must yield." 

Republican state lawmak-
ers disagreed, and their attor-
ney countered that they are
entitled to absolute privilege,

meaning that all of their doc-
uments, communications
and emails related to passage
of legislation should always
be held in secret. If not, they
would be unable to carry out
their duties.

However, Attorney Loper-
fido wasn't buying it.

He noted that "…a substan-
tially similar [voter ID] law
was struck down as racially
discriminatory, that the large
majority of the same bad
actors set out to do it again,

that they rushed to put a law
in place before they lost their
super-majority power, that
they did limited debate, limit-
ed public input, no new
analysis, no new data on ID
possession and then again,
withheld the same type of
ID's that they knew were dis-
proportionately held by
African-Americans." 

At the end of arguments,
the judicial panel indicated
that it would render a deci-
sion by the end of May.

EMAILS
Continued from Page 1

TASK FORCE
Continued from Page 1
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(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

TT here were 4623
incarcerated people
over 65 in federal

prisons during the first week
of May. Until May 12, Paul
Manafort, Mr. Trump's one-
time campaign manager, was
one of them. The 71-year-old
petitioned the court for

release to
home con-
f i n e m e n t
because of
his age, heart
c o n d i t i o n ,
and "fear of
coronavirus." 

Yet the fed-
eral correc-
tional institu-
tion that
housed Mana-
fort had no

coronavirus cases, and
Manafort had served fewer
than two years of his more
than seven-year sentence.
Recently developed federal
guidelines suggest at-home
confinement for those at risk
who have served more than
half of their sentence or have
less than eighteen months of
jail time left to serve.

Manafort meets none of
these criteria, but he appar-
ently had enough high-priced
lawyers to push his case

aggressively.I'm not as out-
raged at Manafort's early
release as I am disturbed
about the other 4622 elderly
inmates, most who lack the
resources and access that
Manafort had. Nearly forty
percent of those incarcerated
in federal prisons are African
American, many serving
very long sentences for drug-
related crimes. Many have
some of the same underlying
medical conditions and "fear
of coronavirus" that
Manafort had. How many of
them will get an early release
and the relative luxury of
home confinement? 

The treatment of a
wealthy, older white man and
a poor, older Black man is
vastly different.Prisons are a
breeding ground for the coro-
navirus. Prisons are over-
crowded with social distanc-
ing an impossibility since an
average cell, about five feet
by five, does not allow six
feet of distancing. Recent
studies show that the
COVID19 germs from a loud
conversation or a cough
linger for minutes, sufficient
time to infect another person.

The notorious Riker's
Island prison has eight times
the COVID19 infection rate of
the New York City rate.
Infection is not a possibility,

but a near-certainty. Prison
infections are so widespread
that some activists describe
them as "death camps."Older
people don't commit violent
crimes (although they com-
mit financial crimes and per-
jury). Releasing those over 65
who were convicted of drug
crimes and other nonviolent
crimes saves money and has
little social cost.

But incarceration is an
economic driver for some
communities. Federal pris-
ons employ tens of thou-
sands of people. In some iso-
lated communities, these
prisons are a significant
source of employment.
Releasing prisoners early
may cause layoffs. Is this
why we insist on keeping so
many people locked up for
such long periods?Parole was
eliminated in federal prison
in the mid-1980s, allowing
"good behavior " only after 85
percent of a sentence has
been served. But Manafort,
citing "fear of corona," ended
up serving less than a quar-
ter of his sentence.

Can an old Black man get
the Manafort treatment and
serve the rest of his sentence
in a cushy condo in Northern
Virginia?  Manafort had a lot
less to fear, at his minimum
security prison, than a Black

inmate might.Other coun-
tries have reacted to corona
crowding by releasing
inmates in the tens of thou-
sands. According to David
Anderson of the
International Legal
Foundation, Iran released
more than half of its prison-
ers – 100,000 of 189,000.

Palestine is holding emer-
gency court sessions to allow
inmates to petition for
release. Other countries
seem to understand that
COVID and crowding don't
work and are releasing pris-
oners.Meanwhile, our coun-
try, in Anderson's words, is
"addicted to punishment." 

In keeping nonviolent
inmates incarcerated, we are
"prioritizing punishment
over public health." 

The inmates aren't the only
ones at risk. Correctional
officers, lawyers, and visiting
family members are also vul-
nerable. We are so commit-
ted to getting a "pound of
flesh" from those incarcerat-
ed that we refuse to consider
the high costs of incarcera-
tion.Consider the case of for-
mer Detroit Mayor Kwame
Kilpatrick. Convicted of per-

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

NN obody knows bet-
ter than Black
women the chal-

lenges Black women and men
still face. We must stand by
each other no matter what.

Some might hate the
phrase used by Black women
who would ask the slave mas-
ter to allow her to whip her

son because
she knew if
the slave
master did it,
he’d likely
beat her son
to death.
Black moth-
ers would tell
their son as
she com-
menced to
beating him,
“This is

going to hurt me more than it
hurts you.” Her son didn’t
understand that but she
knew if she left it to the slave
master, he might beat her son
to death. Black women have
always stepped up to the plate
to defend and show our love
for Black men—even when
some of their historical

behavior hurt us.
For centuries, we’ve jointly

had to deal with racism from
which the wounds have never
healed.

When we see Black men
trying to assist us in dealing
with the many challenges in
our lives, we must see them
as GOOD BROTHERS. In the
National Congress of Black
Women, on every program
where we honor women for
their work, we honor Black
men.

We honor Black men who
work for the ERA. Recently, I
met Bobby Hunter formerly
with the Harlem
Globetrotters. This brother
probably does more to help in
passing the ERA than I do—
and that’s saying a lot.

We honor Black men who
respect and appreciate Black
women for our competence.
We honor those who do not
define beauty as limited to
women of all other races or
cultures. We appreciate those
who include all shades of
skin, all types of hair, all
dress sizes, etc.

We honor those who don’t
sit back and say, “That’s a
woman’s” job while they

watch the woman do all the
house work, take care of the
children, work the polls on
election day, get out the vote,
without realizing the job
would have been easier If
there had been a cooperative
effort.

Sure, it hurt some of us
when we heard that 11% of
Black men didn’t vote for
Stacey Abrams for Governor.
Yet, it hurts all of us if we
don’t encourage Black men to
work with us to get out the
vote in the election on
November 3rd. We have to
make an effort to reach out to
them and appreciate the 89%
who did support Stacey.
Black women have been get-
ting credit for various politi-
cal victories in recent years.
Let’s work to make that head-
line say Black people made
the difference!

We have to be inclusive, to
involve them in what we’re
doing from the beginning and
applaud those who’ve been
on the Biden calls even
though we call ourselves
“Black Women for Biden.”

Although there’re some
Black men who’re reluctant
to involve us in what they’re

doing until they want us to
take action to help them
accomplish their goals that
are often our goals, too—but
we don’t have a say in devel-
oping them.

Never-the-less, we must be
in the real struggles together
and show our appreciation
for the Black men who get it,
and who want to be there
with us even when they
aren’t sure how to help.

I understand Black men
who’re uncertain about what
to do when it comes to work-
ing with women because of
this new day where accusa-
tions spring into action 30 or
40 years after someone
allegedly touched them. We
must understand that reluc-
tance, and allow Black men to
be comfortable working with
us—because we do need each
other to succeed, not only in
the coming elections, but in
everything that has the
potential for helping our
community.

Dr. E. Faye Williams.
National President of the
National Congress of Black
Women. Host of “Wake Up
and Stay Woke” on WPFW-
FM 89.3.
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The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to
every person, regardless of race, color or
creed, full human and legal rights. Hating

no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.

MMAATTTTEERRSS  OOFF    OOPPIINNIIOONN

YYOOUURR  VVOOIICCEE

OOUURR  VVOOIICCEE

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

“The sad truth is that Ahmaud's case isn't unique at all. He is
a representation of the ongoing level of distrust that a large part
of our communities have in law enforcement and elected offi-
cials and the importance of placing reform like-minded people
in office who will uphold the highest standards of the law for
everyone, regardless of color. The anger and frustration being
expressed by professional athletes and people of color all over
the country stems from a centuries-long thread of violence
against the black body that goes without consequence or jus-
tice.” – FFoorrmmeerr  NNFFLL  PPllaayyeerr  MMaallccoomm  JJeennkkiinnss,,  ccoo--ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  TThhee
PPllaayyeerrss’’  CCooaalliittiioonn

TT he pattern is nauseatingly familiar.

An unarmed person of color is killed by police or by self-
appointed vigilantes. Authorities accept, without question, an
explanation of self-defense. It is only after the disinfecting sun-
light of public attention arouses outrage that the wheels of jus-
tice begin to turn. And so it has been for Ahmaud Arbery, a 25-
year-old Georgia man shot to death while jogging in February.

The 64-year-old former police investigator and his 34-year-old
son who are charged in his death told police he thought Mr.
Arbery looked like a man suspected in several break-ins in the
area.

No break-ins had been reported in the area for seven weeks
before the shooting.

The father and son, Gregory and Travis McMichael, armed
themselves and chased Ahmaud in a pickup truck before the
younger man fired the fatal shots from his shotgun.

No one was arrested. Shortly afterward, the prosecutor with
jurisdiction over the case recused herself, because the elder

McMichael had worked in her office. The sec-
ond prosecutor, whose son worked in the same
office also recused himself. But before he did, he
made it clear to the police that he accepted the
McMichael’s claim of self-defense.

By the time the New York Times published its
first account of the killing, two months had
passed with no arrests. It was only two weeks
later, after a video of the armed chase emerged
that the third prosecutor assigned to the case
said he would present it to a grand jury. That
same day, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation

took over the case from local police. Two days later, Ahmaud’s
attackers were arrested.

Appallingly, the defense attorney who leaked the video said
he thought it would exonerate the attackers because Ahmaud
didn’t freeze when the attackers told him to stop.

It boggles the mind that in the year 2020 there are still people
in positions of authority who accept, unquestioningly, the
notion that a Black man who fails to heed the orders of a white
man on the street deserves instant death.

It seems clear that without the national attention focused on
the case, there would have been no justice for Ahmaud. And
that, as much as Ahmaud’s death itself, is what must be investi-
gated.

This week the Washington Post revealed that the elder
McMichael was stripped of his law enforcement certification
and power to arrest a year more than a year before the shooting
because he repeatedly failed to complete required training. He
also was he was stripped of his powers to arrest people in
January 2006 because of an undisclosed infraction.

Furthermore, the Glynn County Police Department, which
led the investigation before the Georgia Bureau of Investigation
took over the case, has a history of corruption and scandals.

Glynn County Police Chief John Powell was indicted for per-
jury and witness tampering four days after the Arbery shoot-
ing. He remains on administrative leave.

The police department lost its state certification in 2018
because it did not meet basic policing standards. Only 12 per-
cent of the police force was African American, even though
African Americans make up 26 percent of the county's popula-
tion.

Last year, the county's drug task force was disbanded after a
state-led investigation found extensive misconduct by Glynn
County officers.

A lieutenant with a long history of violent behavior shot and
killed his estranged wife in 2018 before taking his own life. The
wife's family is suing the department for failing to intervene.

Without the persistence of Ahmaud’s family to seek justice,
the corruption would have been allowed to fester.

Meanwhile, another tragic killing, the death of 26-year-old
Breonna Taylor, has risen to national attention. The EMT shot
to death by Louisville police executing a no-knock search war-
rant. The police were not wearing body cameras. Her family
have sued the police and the case is under review.

The National Urban League stands in solidarity with the
other civil rights and social justice advocates and activists
who have called on U.S. Attorney William Barr to investigate
these killings and the work of the police and prosecutors
involved.

An unsigned note left at the spot where Ahmaud was killed
reads: "Ahmaud - I am so sorry. I should have stopped them. I
am so sorry."  We, as a nation, should have stopped them, and
must stop it from happening again.

“Marc Morial is President/CEO of the National Urban
League.

GUEST EDITORIALGUEST EDITORIAL
TO BE EQUAL

IInnvveessttiiggaattee  nnoott  jjuusstt  AAhhmmaadd''ss
ddeeaatthh,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ssyysstteemm  

tthhaatt  lleett  hhiiss  kkiilllleerrss  eessccaappee

VViissuuaall  VVooiiccee

Dr.
Julianne
Malveaux

Marc
Morial

MALVEAUX
Continued on page 5

OOlldd,,  ssiicckk  aanndd  iinnccaarrcceerraatteedd

MMeessssaaggee  ttoo  mmyy  ssiisstteerrss

Dr. E. Faye
Williams

WWIISSHHFFUULL  TTHHIINNKKIINNGG

It was thought that a recent
Brunswick County Board of
Commissioners meeting
would end surprisingly with
my support of all major deci-
sions on such issues as a $122
million water purification sys-
tem (reverse osmosis) for Gen-
X and the 2020-2021 budget
process. Unfortunately, com-
missioners (five) began an

unscheduled, unfair discus-
sion of Governor Roy Cooper's
mandatory guidelines for
COVID-19 and hurricane
Florence-"cheap shot" state-
ment about photo-op visits. It
is unbelievable that commis-
sioners would consider a reso-
lution demanding that
Governor Cooper allow each
county (100!) to set their own
COVID-19 guidelines.
Evidently, they are not aware

of the chaotic (Wild, Wild
West) conditions created in
this country when the U.S.
President allowed each state
(50) to set their own guidelines.
States are bidding against each
other for healthcare supplies,
ignoring escalating COVID-19
cases while opening business-
es, and failing to report the
number of deaths in nursing
homes. I would not feel com-
fortable visiting relatives in

Georgia, Texas, or South
Dakota. However, thanks to
Governor Cooper's Phase 1, 2,
and 3 guidelines, visits can
soon be made to relatives in
Charlotte, Greensboro, and
Raleigh without worry. It is
my wish that his plan(s) would
be implemented throughout
the country.

WWiilllliiaamm  FFllyytthhee  
SSoouutthhppoorrtt,,  NNCC

mailto:wilmjourn@aol.com
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CRAZY FAITH MINISTRIESCRAZY FAITH MINISTRIES

IIss  tthhiiss  aa  
CChhrriissttiiaann  NNaattiioonn??

OPINIONThursday, May 21, 2020

OO ver the past three and a half years, I have been watch-
ing and listening to the person who occupies the White
House as its leader, and also those who have been blind-

ly following him. To be honest, it has been surprising to me that
many who had professed to be Christian, and who professed to
have high values, have apparently abandoned all of that to follow
a man who is an anti-Christian a leader as I have ever studied.

Why do I say this? Because Jesus the Christ is the center of and
the reason for Christianity. Jesus said that he did
not come to break the law, but to fulfill it, to
broaden it to include agape love - i.e., love for one
another. The Jesus of the New Testament was
one who walked and talked with the marginal-
ized, whoever they were. He was one who, quot-
ing words that are found in the Hebrew scrip-
tures that we are to love the Lord our God and to
love our neighbors as ourselves. The Christ said
that what we call "The Great Commandment" is
the foundation of the religion he said God want-
ed us to follow.

The late Peter Gomes said that the Bible is a
public book, and that "while the text itself does

not change, we who read the text do change." The text, he says,
"the text adapts itself to our capacity to hear it." We read and hear
the text but we interpret it in our own way. Because of that, he
said in his book The Good Book: Reading the Bible With Head and
Heart, the Bible will always give offense. The way one group or
individual interprets it is not going to be the way that other
groups read and interpret it.

Thus, the words of the Gospel, especially those which admon-
ish us to love each other and accept each other no matter what, a
lesson Jesus showed by his actions, fall not on deaf ears, maybe,
but on variegated ears. Philip Yancey suggested that the Gospel
offends some Conservatives, and Gomes calls the Gospel "scan-
dalous" because it contains so many words that many of us find
offensive and thus, simply ignore. That had to have been the case
as the South developed a civic religion to justify its racism, and
Walter Wink has suggested, rightly so, that there are words of
Jesus that some to many Christians are just not going to abide by.
For many, to be a "Christian" means that one acknowledges that
Jesus was born, that he died and that he resurrected.

I am on the side of those people who read the words of Jesus.
They are definitely difficult and unpleasant sometimes, and for
many, the words of Jesus helped create a religion that is weak, as
weak as is the concept of democracy. Many people believe in and
adhere to a need for hierarchy, where one human being, perhaps
anointed and appointed by God, is the ruler, who must be followed
by all. That is their interpretation of Christianity.

The question is, though, do these people actually read the
Gospels? They read portions of the Bible, but do they read the
Gospels? As distasteful as his words are, Jesus never backed away
from them, and he said expressly that only those who follow his
words are in fact doing the will of God.

In spite of saying that this is a Christian nation, that doesn't
seem to be the case at all. Many people - on the Conservative side
- seem to want a king, not a president who follows the commands
of God, and on the Progressive side, there often seems to be a
reluctance to follow Jesus' distasteful and difficult words, even as
they work for justice. Gomes said that "the problem in our culture
is not religion, but the religious."

Gomes referred to the "reticence of the pulpit;" in too many pul-
pits, the preachers rely on their culture rather than on the
Gospels. It results in a people who do not know the Gospel, and
thus feel no contrition, no conviction, no pull on their spirits if
what they do runs counter to the words of Jesus. Gomes says that
with "an ignorant people and a reticent pulpit," there comes a
"recipe for theological and biblical disaster."

In spite of the claims that this is a "Christian nation," examina-
tion of the facts debunks that claim. The Founders were aware of
Christianity and grew up going to church, but they purposefully
avoided using the word "God" in the Constitution and many shied
away from the notion of and belief in Jesus the Christ as a mysti-
cal figure. John Adams said outright, "This is not a Christian
nation." (http://hnn.us/article/172973)
(https://www.huffpost.com/entry/founding-fathers-we-are-
n_b_6761840?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cu
Z29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAFFurB2nzfsaTfL
8 2 6 w z A g t g u G 5 e s 8 X x 8 2 K -
J4NeEiGbJrPtTA8g7Dzp7JeLqhYnfKr4gmHibZ0lzNFBeh1Yf1pP
ThRmMK3KRkk53Mfc4uU-iYYbMPfIdSMgk1LJHrgy63ucVPgz-
ayMhmg3Gwpwq2Y2MY1oaJyjQYWaH9FaKJhd 

The Gospel of Jesus changes lives and creates community, even
if the people are reluctant to do so; cultural or civic religion, by
contrast, seems to create division as it works to uphold its cultur-
al beliefs in the name of God.

If we say "amen" as a nation, the sad truth is that we are not
saying "amen" to the same things. And that being the case, the
power of the Gospel is diluted. There is no monolithic Christian
religion in this country. And that is a sad, sad truth.

Rev. Dr. Susan K Smith is nearing completion of a book, "On
the Shores of America: Two Nations, Two Gods" and in
November, her book, "Rest for the Justice-Seeking Soul" will be
released by Whitaker House Publishers. To inquire about book-
ing her, contact cassady2euca@icloud.com.

Rev. Susan
K. Smith

MMyy  ppeerrssoonnaall  bbaattttllee  ffrroomm  aa  ppoossiittiivvee  ttoo  aa  nneeggaattiivvee  rreessuulltt
(Via NNPANewsWire.com)

Jeffrey L. Boney Shares His
Personal Journey of Surviving
the Coronavirus and Dealing
with the Emotional and Mental
Anguish Required to
Overcome COVID-19

““JJ effrey, unfortu-
nately, your test
came back posi-

tive for the Coronavirus.”
Hearing those words from

the doctor, March 27th, shook
me to the core.

Was that a death sentence for
me?

Was it a coincidence that my
mom years earlier had died in
the same month of March?

Was this really how my life
was going to end?

The news reports I had been
watching and reading reported
dire results relative to those
who had contracted the virus.
Death tolls were rising.
Governors began searching for
beds and ventilators for people
who were being impacted by
this virus.

Honestly, I felt like the odds
were stacked against me.

The journey for me started
with a very slight cough. On
March 17th, I started experienc-
ing internal digestive symp-
toms that I initially assumed
was a result of me not eating
anything that day. It was a
Tuesday, which meant it was
Press Day at the Houston
Forward Times, where I serve
as the Associate Editor. Now, it
wasn’t uncommon for me to
skip breakfast and skip lunch
in order to remain laser focused
on getting the newspaper done.
However, when I started feeling
faint, I decided to get something
to eat.

I made my way down to the
Reggae Hut around 5:30 pm and
ordered the oxtails, rice and
peas and the vegetables, along
with a beef patty and a Kola
Champagne to drink. I made
my way back down to my office
with my plate and I ate a little
bit of the rice and peas; a little
of the vegetables; and barely
ate one of the oxtails, before
closing the container and put-
ting the plate in the refrigera-
tor. That was the last time I saw
that plate or my office.

The next day, I not only had a
continuous loss of appetite, I
also had stomach pain and was
experiencing heavy and unusu-
al bouts of diarrhea. I even had
an episode where I went to the
bathroom and while on the way,
I passed out and was disorient-
ed. I woke up lying on the floor
in a sweat, trying to figure out
what happened to me. I drank
lots of water, tried natural
remedies and ceased all of my
normal activities. None of that
worked or changed my situa-
tion.

I self-quarantined and self-
isolated for eight days – from
Tuesday, March 17th to
Wednesday, March 25th. During
that time, I contacted my pri-
mary care physician, who
informed me that continuing to
self-quarantine was probably
the best option at the time, con-
sidering the symptoms I was
experiencing.

I decided to reach out to my
good friend, State
Representative Ron Reynolds to
express my concerns about my
health status, as well as get his
advice on whether he thought I
should go through one of the
drive-thru testing sites that had
recently opened. I desperately
wanted to get tested, primarily
for my peace of mind, but also
because I was concerned for my
family. They were still living in
the same house as me.

I saw the news. I read the
media reports online and on
social media. It was clear, based
on those reports, that I was not
displaying the type of respira-
tory symptoms that the majori-
ty of COVID-19 patients were
reported to have been experi-
encing, such as shortness of
breath or having a heavy cough.
There were also reports that the
only way a person could be test-
ed was if they were elderly or a
first responder. I was deeply
concerned.

A few days after my call with
Rep. Reynolds, I received a call
on my cell phone from U.S.

Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee on Wednesday,
March 25th. She had heard I
was experiencing a health chal-
lenge and asked me some ques-
tions. Congresswoman Jackson
Lee then immediately informed
me that she wanted me to come
down to United Memorial
Medical Center (UMMC) on
Tidwell to get tested right away.
I wasted no time. I asked the
Congresswoman for the
address and immediately got
dressed to make my way to
UMMC.

As I was driving to the hospi-
tal, Congresswoman Jackson
Lee told me that she had
already spoken to the Chief
Medical Officer for United
Memorial Medical Center
(UMMC), Dr. Joseph Varon, and
that he was prepared to receive
me and administer the test.

I was so relieved that I would
be able to get tested and get a
definitive on whether I had con-
tracted the COVID-19 virus or
not.

I arrived to UMMC and was
met by Dr. Varon. He walked
with me inside to the place
where I was to be tested, and he
immediately tried to put me at
ease. I was told by Dr. Varon
that my test results would take
anywhere from 24-48 hours to
come back, so I waited patiently
and eagerly.

As anxious as I was to find
out the results on the following
day, I decided to give it another
day.

On that Friday, March 27th,
things took a drastic turn for
the worse, as it relates to my
health. I began to cough, and
what I thought would be regu-
lar phlegm coming out, turned
out to be a significant amount
of bright red blood. As this con-
tinued to happen, I made the
decision to call Dr. Varon and
share my update. After hearing
my status, Dr. Varon implored
me to come to the UMMC
Emergency Room (ER) immedi-
ately, which I prepared to do.

Before I got off the phone
with him, however, he hit me
with the update I was anxious
to finally receive, but with some
news I was definitely hoping
and praying not to hear. Dr.
Varon informed me that I had
tested “POSITIVE” for the
Coronavirus.

I was shook. My family was
stunned. I am a married father
of three. My family is every-
thing.

Upon my arrival, there were
two large signs that said STOP.
My wife, who had followed me
to the hospital, was not allowed
inside. I was met by medical
staff and they ushered me into
a room in the ER. She stood out-
side awaiting word. The nurs-
ing staff immediately went to
work, initially drawing blood
and then taking some vitals at
the order of Dr. Varon.

As events would unfold, Dr.
Varon would turn out to be one
of the primary angels of medi-
cine that made the difference
relative to my Coronavirus
recovery efforts.

Jeffrey L. Boney with his
doctor, Dr. Joseph Varon and
his nurse, Jerusha Brown
Harshman

Jeffrey L. Boney with his
doctor, Dr. Joseph Varon and
his nurse, Jerusha Brown
Harshman

One of the first things Dr.
Varon ordered his medical staff
to do with me upon my arrival
to the ER was to do a CT Scan.
For those who may not know, a
CT Scan is more detailed than a
regular X-ray, and allows doc-
tors to see inside your body by
using a combination of X-rays
and a computer to create
images of your organs and
other things inside your body.

Of course, I didn’t know why
a CT Scan was being performed
on me at the time, nor did I
know what the end result would
be. Let me just say that per-
forming that CT Scan on me
was the best thing that could
have ever happened to me,
because it revealed something
major that was going on inside
my body that couldn’t be seen
by looking at me from the out-
side. The CT Scan revealed that
my lungs showed a severe case
of pneumonia, as well as other
issues involving my vital

organs that came as a result of
the Coronavirus.

It was decided at that
moment that I needed to be
admitted to the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) right away. It was
then that I realized how serious
things were, and it was the
moment that I knew that I was
going to have to rely on my faith
in God.

I called my wife to tell her I
was being admitted and
informed her that I was not
going to be able to have any vis-
itation throughout my time in
the ICU. I was on a mental and
emotional roller coaster at this
point. I didn’t know how long I
would be in ICU, but more
importantly, whether I would
make it out alive. I could not
help but think about the time in
2003 when my wife and I took
my mom to the ER because she
was ill. It was a life-altering
experience for me.

After being seen by doctors
in the ER, the medical staff
informed us that my mom
would need to be admitted to
address her serious health con-
dition, which turned out to be
worse than believed.

My wife and I decided to stay
with her, but my mom kept
telling us to go home, get some
rest and come back the next
morning. We stayed anyway.
They moved her in the wee
hours of the morning to a dif-
ferent floor. It was then that I
told her that I was not be going
very far, as I chose to sleep at
my mother-in-law’s house
because it was closer to the hos-
pital than my house was.

As reluctant as I felt leaving
my mom at that hospital, noth-
ing compares to the phone call I
received from the hospital, no
more than five minutes after I
laid my head down on the pil-
low. The nurse on duty called to
inform me that my mom had
stopped breathing and had
slipped into a coma. I mean,
right after I left.

They told me that there was a
shift change and that my mom
had been given a specific med-
ication, and by the time the new
nurse on duty went to check on
my mom, they became aware of
the situation.

I was devastated. I felt guilty.
I felt as if I was there, I could’ve
possibly done something.
Several months later, my moth-
er passed away and I never for-
got that moment.

As I was being prepared to go
to ICU myself, I was reminded
of my mom’s experience, and I
was instantly bombarded with
memories and emotions about
what she endured. I also strug-
gled with the mental anguish of
worrying about a virus that
reportedly has no cure or vac-
cine to fight it. I knew I needed
to draw on something greater
than myself to get through this
ordeal.

On Friday, March 27th, the
journey towards fighting the
Coronavirus had truly just
begun.

Not only did I have a severe
case of pneumonia when I
entered ICU, my liver and kid-
neys also needed to be protected
from the virus; my heart rate
was through the roof; my heart
condition worsened and I was
headed to the point of potential
heart failure; my blood pres-
sure was high; I had a sharp
pain in my right side; I contin-
ued to have heavy diarrhea
episodes; and I still had a loss of
appetite. Things were not look-
ing good for me and I felt horri-
ble. I began to wonder if I was

ever going to get better.
From the very beginning, I

had to rely on my faith in God,
as I continued to deal with the
mental anguish of being in this
Coronavirus-specific ICU area,
particularly knowing that there
were people around with
breathing issues and hearing
machines go off all day and
night, and as I regularly looked
at the news and read reports
showing the number of people
dying on a daily basis as a
result of the virus.

I needed a miracle.
Because I didn’t have any res-

piratory issues, just digestive
issues, it caused the doctors to
develop a treatment plan for me
that was different than other
patients they had been treating
prior to my arrival to the hospi-
tal. Dr. Varon and Dr. Joseph
Gathe, Jr. oversaw my care.
They created a whole
Coronavirus cocktail, which
included heavy doses of
Vitamin C, which was specific
to my treatment. Per Dr. Varon,
my case taught them that they
must use high dose blood thin-
ners on every Coronavirus
patient admitted to the hospital.

After several days, my symp-
toms began to subside, and my
appetite came back in a major
way. I longed for my breakfast,
lunch and dinner, and couldn’t
wait to eat it. Dr. Varon eventu-
ally informed me that all of my
vital organs had returned to
normal and that my blood work
and vital signs were solid.

Finally, I felt like I was turn-
ing a corner and getting better.
That was until a second CT
Scan was performed, which
revealed more shocking and
devastating news regarding my
health condition.

When the results of my sec-
ond CT Scan came back, it
revealed that I had been diag-
nosed with a pulmonary
embolism in my right lung. A
pulmonary embolism occurs
when blood clots block the flow
of blood to the lungs. A pul-
monary embolism can be fatal
and life-threatening, which is
why Dr. Varon and his team
promptly took the necessary
steps to address the blood clot
and reduce my risk of death. I
was immediately placed on
blood thinner medication.

I continued to follow the
instructions of the doctors
until I received that wonderful
news that on Sunday, April 5th,
I had made significant and
miraculous improvement, and
subsequently was being dis-
charged to go home to my fami-
ly. I was so thrilled, yet still
deeply concerned because I still
didn’t know whether I was still
“POSITIVE” with the
Coronavirus.

I was concerned about my
family and praying they would
be fine. Prior to being dis-
charged, I had another COVID-
19 test done and was awaiting
the results. I self-isolated once
again, until I got my second test
results. After several days, I got
the results and tested “NEGA-
TIVE” for the virus. Because I
wanted to be completely sure
before interacting with my fam-
ily again, the doctors adminis-
tered another COVID-19 test
and those results came back
“NEGATIVE” as well.

This was a long and faith-
filled journey, to which I still
am slated to have to deal with
this blood clot in my right lung

BONEY
Continued on this page  

jury, obstruction of justice,
and other crimes, Kilpatrick
was sentenced to 28 years for
his crimes.

He is not scheduled to be
released until 2037!  While
Kilpatrick certainly deserved

to be convicted, a 28-year sen-
tence is excessive. Recently
an inmate at his Oakdale,
Louisiana prison died from
the coronavirus. I'm sure
Kilpatrick is as frightened of
the coronavirus as Manafort
is. He is not likely to be
allowed home
confinement.Unless there is
intervention, Kilpatrick will

be eligible for Social Security
before he is released!  What is
the purpose of such a long
sentence?

How much does it cost to
incarcerate someone for 28
years?  Is it worth it?The
coronavirus magnified our
nation's inequality. Manafort
is out after less than two
years' incarceration.

Thousands who are old and
poor remain incarcerated
and vulnerable to coron-
avirus. Our criminal injus-
tice system is in dire need of
reform.

For more information
please visit www.julian-
nemalveaux.com or email
b o o k i n g @ j u l i a n -
nemalveaux.com.

MALVEAUX
Continued on page 5

for the next six months or so. I
will continue to fight and do
what I am supposed to do. In the
meantime, I am encouraging
everyone, especially my
African American brothers
and sisters, to get tested. I
believe everyone should be test-
ed immediately, regardless of
whether you have symptoms or
not.

This is NOT a drill.
This virus is unrepentant

and aggressive and can spread
quickly to anyone who comes
in contact with it. Listen to
your local leaders and medical
professionals to help stop the
community spread.

I am a living witness that you
can contract this virus and how
it impacts you. Don’t ignore
your symptoms and don’t
ignore the seriousness of this
virus. Don’t be selfish and just
think about yourself. Think
about your family, friends,
neighbors, co-workers, loved
ones and those you don’t know.
Stay safe!

Giants can be intimidating.
The fight can many times be

tough. Sometimes we lose.
Sometimes we win. The com-
mon thread in winning versus
losing is giving it all you have
when you are in the midst of a
fight. In the Bible, David
showed us that giants can
indeed fall. This was my jour-
ney, and this is my testimony.

I am forever grateful to God
and to everyone who uttered a
prayer, shared an encouraging
word, providing any resources
or sent positive energy my way.

My family and I greatly
appreciate each and every one
of you. God bless you, and let’s
do everything in our power to
defeat this horrible and vicious
COVID-19 virus.

Jeffrey L. Boney is a political
analyst and international cor-
respondent for the NNPA
Newswire and
BlackPressUSA.com and
serves as Associate Editor for
the Houston Forward Times
newspaper. Jeffrey is an award-
winning journalist, dynamic
international speaker, experi-
enced entrepreneur, business
development strategist and
founder and CEO of the Texas
Business Alliance. Follow
Jeffrey on Twitter
@realtalkjunkies.
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Jeffrey L. Boney with his doctor, Dr. Joseph Varon
and his nurse, Jerusha Brown Harshman
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AA fter recently run-
ning across a few
families lately

telling of horrors from
entering into a lease to own
contract, I wanted to share
with you again why these
agreements may not be a
good idea. Rent to Own aka
Lease/Purchase, in my 29 yr
career, I've been asked my
opinion of this many times.
I do have a very strong opin-
ion of whether it's a good
idea or not but let me table
that for now. Instead, let me
give you some information
to better help you evaluate
for yourself whether it's a
good idea or not.

The main reason most
Tenant/Buyers consider
this option of purchasing
vs. traditional is generally
for the same reasons. The
top (3) are Current credit
history, Not enough job his-
tory/verifiable income, or
too much existing open
credit causing debt/ratio to
be off the charts. All of
these reasons are valid and
could hinder pre-approval

to purchase now. So now
let's talk about what most
encounter when entering
into a lease-purchase. In
most cases, the
Seller/Landlord will
require a sizable down pay-
ment at the time you enter

into the agree-
ment. They
will most like-
ly charge you
more monthly
than a regular
rental amount
and agree to
apply a por-
tion of that
p a y m e n t
towards your
purchase. The

purchase price is negotiated
at the beginning so if you're
doing agreement in the peak
market and the market
declines, it could cause
some problems. The agree-
ment will require exercising
your right to purchase "end
date". Most agreements will
have a clause that says "IF
YOU FAIL" to exercise your
right to purchase by that

said "end date" that all
monies paid upfront and set-
asides towards purchase
will be forever forfeited and
LOSS to Tenant/Buyer.
Also, most agreements will
say that the Tenant/Buyer
is responsible for all repairs
and maintenance of the
home. With so much at
stake, it is very important
for the Tenant/Buyer to
KNOW that they can turn
things around within allot-
ted timeframe in order to
get a mortgage. Entering
into an agreement before
knowing this could cause a
HUGE financial hardship.
Now, let's flip side this and
talk about some possible
benefits for the
Tenant/Buyer. If you have
evaluated your current situ-
ation and feeling confident
in meeting the purchase
deadline, some benefits may
exist like: You're already in
a home that you love and
know everything about it.
You've negotiated sales
price at the beginning and if
the market continues on the

UPSWING, the home likely
will gain equity and the
rewards of that go to the
buyer. Buyer/Tenant
increases their downpay-
ment towards purchase
each month which could
result in the lower mort-
gage amount. So as you can
see there are several things
that could be a plus or
minus on the Rent to Own
scorecard.

However, there are
always unknowns, unfore-
seen, unexpected turns of
events that could also hap-
pen. What if a loss of job/
income happens. What if
the seller doesn't keep haz-
ard insurance on the home
and an incident occurs that
would have been covered.
What if the seller took your
monthly rent and did not
pay his mortgage and here
comes a pre-foreclosure
notice on the door. What if
the seller dies. What if
there's an out of the blue
County rezoning plan for
that area or D.O.T road proj-
ect pops up. What if the

school district map changes
and you wanted this home
just because of that. What
if, what if, WHAT IF. Those
are the things that can't be
predicted but definitely
worth consideration and
better yet, wise to be
addressed in an attorney-
drafted Lease/Purchase
agreement. In my 29 yrs, I
have seen many
Buyers/Tenants have life
events that they did not
plan on when they entered
that agreement. It is for that
reason that I strongly urge
you to evaluate "Is it wiser
to do a straight rent or
straight purchase and noth-
ing in-between?". It's been
that "in-between" where the
waters get muddy even for
the Seller/Landlord.
Things are not always roses
on their end either. I've
even heard tales of deposits
and set-asides not being
enough to put the property
back in sellable condition
when the Buyer/Tenant
failed to upkeep and aban-
doned. What if the market

turns downward and the
buyer walks and now have
to put on the market at a
lower price. What if you
were depending on those
sale proceeds for retirement
or other family needs and
the list goes on.

Oh, I'm sure there must
be some success stories out
there so, at the end of the
day, you must make the best
business decision for your
family. At least now
whether buyer/tenant or
seller/landlord, you can
consider a Lease/Purchase
with EYES WIDE OPEN to
some of the Pros and Cons.
That is truly the only way to
enter into any contractual
obligation anyway, EYES
WIDE!   

Until next week, share
this article with at least 3
people and reach out for
your Free personalized
Action Plan to OWN in the
next 18 months or less.

Brenda Dixon, Dixon
Realty Since 1991, 27 yrs.
F/T expertise.  Brenda@
getthatdeed.com.  

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY Thursday, May 21, 20206
GET THAT DEED AND FLIP THOSE KEYS!GET THAT DEED AND FLIP THOSE KEYS!

RREENNTT  TTOO  OOWWNN……....  TThhee  PPrrooss,,  TThhee  CCoonnss

BBrreennddaa  
DDiixxoonn

AA  pphhoonnee  ccaallll  aawwaayy::  UUNNCCWW  nnuurrssiinngg
pprrooffeessssoorr  PPaauullaa  RReeiidd  ccoonnnneeccttss  
wwiitthh  ssttuuddeennttss  dduurriinngg  ppaannddeemmiicc

Wilmington, N.C. --
Paula Reid recognized
that a few of her graduate
students, including nurses
on the front lines of the
pandemic, were strug-
gling due to stress and
concerns about COVID-19.
She picked up the phone
to check on them and to
see how she could offer
help.

"When you're in a stress-
ful situation, it can be
hard to process. I realized
a phone call may be the
best form of communica-
tion," said Reid, an associ-
ate professor in the School
of Nursing. "During the
calls, I was able to connect
with students and work
through the steps to estab-
lish the foundation for
their final projects. There
were multiple variables
going on; some had hours
cut at work and concerns
about clinical hours."

Reid's graduate classes
were online prior to the
transition to remote
instruction. The asyn-
chronous online learning
format works best for
graduate students that are
practicing registered
nurses, she said, as it
offers the most flexibility
to juggle competing prior-
ities. Asynchronous
learning happens on the
individual's schedule.
Instructors provide read-
ing materials, video lec-
tures, assignments and
exams on an online plat-
form, and students have
the ability to access and
satisfy class requirements
within a flexible time
frame.

One of the challenges of

online classes is the
inability to visualize non-
verbal behaviors and
measure the tenor of the
student and class, she
explained.

"I know my own feel-
ings, concerns, uncertain-
ties and anxieties," said
Reid. "It was not rocket
science for me to imagine
they were at the same
place and changed some
assignments to decrease
some impending pressure
and stress."

The COVID-19 crisis
does not remove or change
the service responsibili-
ties associated with a
tenured senior faculty
member; Reid continued.
"Life goes on…multiple
Zoom meetings and prepa-
rations for the summer
and fall semester."

The pandemic has hit
close to home for Reid.
Two family members, who
live outside of North
Carolina, tested positive
for the virus and were hos-
pitalized. Her 90-year old
mother, who lives in
Kansas City, was hospital-
ized for a health issue not
related to COVID-19. She
was not allowed visitors.
During that time, Reid's
aunt passed away. She was
unable to attend the funer-
al due to Kansas City's
stay-at-home order.

"Living alone during
this 'stay-at home' period
for a social person is diffi-
cult," she said. "Sitting on
the porch and communi-
cating with neighbors at a
distance is an answer to
prayer. We are all in this
together, but in different
ways for different people."

PAULA REID



HHeelleenn  PPaarrkkeerr  MMoooorree

Helen Parker Moore died May
10, 2020. Graveside services were
held on Saturday, May 16, 2020 at
John Smith Cemetery, Southport,
NC.

Helen was born in Southport,
NC on August 16, 1927. She was
the daughter of the late Lee Ethel
Berry and Donnie Hankins.
Helen graduated from Brunswick
County Training in Southport,
NC. On May 2, 1959, she married
her love, Robert Wilson Moore, Jr.
and to his union was born Donna
Jane Moore. She attended
Thelma Walker Beauty School in
Phoenix, Arizona and was certi-
fied as a licensed beautician.
During her lifetime Helen
worked at various jobs including,
heading shrimp in the yacht
basin; employed by Bill Wells and
as a nurse's aide a Ocean Trail
Convalescent Center. At a young
age she joined St. James African
Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, Southport, North
Carolina and served faithfully in
many capacities. Helen joined
the Order of the eastern tar on
February 6, 1962. She was a lov-
ing mother and grandmother.
Helen always had a beautiful
smile and was very kind to all.
She was preceded in death by her
mother and husband.

She leaves to cherish her mem-
ory: a devoted daughter, Donna
Jane Moore of Southport, NC;
granddaughter, Heather Moore
Prevoe (Brian); four great-grand-
daughters, Alexandria Moore,
Ayranah Moore, Brianna Prevoe
and Brielle Prevoe all of
Southport, NC; a special cousin,
Betty Walden of Phoenix, AZ and
a host of family and friends. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

DDaaiiqquuaann  EEvvaannddeerr  JJaaccoobbss

Daiquan Evander Jacobs
entered into eternal rest on
Sunday, May 10, 2020. Graveside
services were held Sunday, May
17th at Calvary Memorial
Cemetery.

He was born on September 8,
1996 to Qualamoneka L. Brown
and LeVander Jacobs in
Wilmington, North Carolina.
Daiquan attended the New
Hanover County Public Schools
and received his high school
diploma. He was employed at
Colonial Materials and enjoyed
his job, working along-side Virgil
J. Brown. He truly lived his life to
the fullest. His simple pleasures
included riding his dirt bike and
also teaching his younger
cousins how to ride. He enjoyed
traveling and exploring. His
fashion sense was impeccable
and he touched the hearts of
many. God bestowed many tal-
ents upon him which manifested
through his leadership, resource-
fulness, and extreme determina-
tion. Whatever Daiquan set his
mind to accomplish, despite the
challenges, he accomplished. He
was ambitious and strong-willed,
he embodied enough of both to
rule a world. The bond that he
shared with his mother was pure
and loving. They were more than
mother and son, they were best
friends. He truly admired his
mother, who was always there for
him. Daiquan's loving and self-
less spirit motivated him to give
his all to his family and to protect
those he loved. As he matured, he
fell in love with a beautiful young
lady, LaStacia. He took so much
pride in asking her hand in mar-
riage with hopes of making her
his wife. More than anything, his
joy was his son Eli. Eli intro-

duced a love to him that he had
never experienced. Eli intro-
duced Daiquan to fatherhood.
Psalm 91 was his favorite scrip-
ture. "He that dwelleth in the
secret place of the most High
shall abide under the shadow of
the Almighty…"  

He leaves to cherish his memo-
ry: the love of his life, fiancée,
LaStacia Jones; his heartbeat, his
son, Eli Johan Jacobs; his ador-
ing mother, Qualamoneka L.
Brown; father, LeVander Jacobs
(Dedra); dad, Virgil J. Brown; sis-
ters, Maleyah Jacobs and Kyche'
Stokes; brothers, LeVander
Boney, Jamal Jacobs, Sincere
Bragg and Christin Brown;
grandmothers, Cynthia B. Waters
and Minister Martha Jacobs;
grandfather, Arthur "Granda
Slice" King, Sr.; great-grandmoth-
ers, Elosie T. Brown and Peggy
Nixon; great-great-grandparents,
John and Mildred Jacobs and
Mary Parker; aunts, Crystal
Waters, Antonette Waters, Raven
Waters, Renee Waters, Latifah
King and Sundarkia Hill (Dr.
William); uncles, Anthony
Brown, Prince Waters, Arthur
King, Jr. and Arkeem Grady; god
mother, Dawn Fleming; a host of
cousins with whom he was
raised; other loving relatives that
are too numerous to name; all of
his friends who were just that,
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

OOssccaarr  ""BBoo""  WWiilllliiaammss

Oscar "Bo" Williams died May
12, 2020. Graveside services were
held on. Monday, May 18, 2020 at
Mt. Ararat Church Cemetery.

Oscar, known as "Bo" to his
family and friends, was born on
May 12, 1961 to the late Harlee
and Mary Williams. He was edu-
cated in the New Hanover County
School System. He worked for
Barnes Truck and Tire for many
years along with various other
tire companies in the area. He
was preceded in death by three
brothers, Sylvester Greene, Mack
Williams and Russell Williams.

He leaves to cherish his memo-
ries: his children, Tyshawn
Johnson, Shamon Brown, Oscar
Williams, Jr., Demeatric
Williams, Dejaun Brown,
Lashawna Johnson, Ashanti
Brown, Whitney Brown and
Maleka Smith, all of Wilmington,
NC; 24 grandchildren; 4 great-
grandchildren; siblings, James
Williams, Louis Greene (Ida), Lee
Williams (Patricia), Mary Ann
McCrimmon (Eli), Jacqueline
Haynes and Nadine Frazier
(Oliver) all of Wilmington, NC;
special friends, Princess, Perk,
Richard, Moose and David; and a
host of other relatives and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

TToommeeccaa  RRaacchheellll  WWhhiitteehheeaadd

Tomeca Rachell Wwhitehead
died May 13, 2020. Graveside
services were held Tuesday, May
19, 2020 at the Evans Mitchell
Cemetery, Bolivia, NC.

Tomeca, the daughter of
Thaddeus T. Hill, Jr. and
Thomasina Whitehead Owens
was born on February 11, 1982.
At a young age she joined
Brown's Chapel African
Methodist Episcopal Church,
Southport, North Carolina. She
was preceded in death by her
grandparents Thaddeus T. Hill,
Sr., Thomas Jefferson Whitehead,
Sr., and Addie Lee Whitehead.
Tomeca attended South
Brunswick High School, Class of
2000. During her lifetime she
worked various jobs including: a

bus drier for Brunswick County
Schools and as a childcare work-
er for the Forum of Salisbury,
North Carolina.

Tomeca leaves to cherish her
memories: a devoted husband,
Charles Onan Blue, Sr.; five chil-
dren, Alyssa Shr'ee Hill, Lyndon
Tristan Hill, Olivia Ivy Blue,
Charles Onan Blue, Jr. and Chase
Omari Blue; father, Thaddeus T.
Hill, Jr. (Pamela); mother,
Thomasina Whitehead Owens
(James); brothers, Stephan
Parker (Monique), Thaddeus T.
Hill, III, Justin Hill; grandmoth-
er, Catherine M. Hill; brother-in-
law, Kevin Mitchell; sister-in-law,
Adrienne Williams; aunts,
Katrena Robbins, Vanessa
Reaves, Letitia Clemmons (Greg),
Patricia Hill-Miller (Brent),
Cynthia Ricks, Thelma
Whitehead, Eva Holmes
(William), Barbara Hawkins,
Maggie Bizzell (Steven Purefoy),
Adeliade Muhammed; great-
aunt, Addie McCracken; special
cousin, Monica Jones; and a host
of cousins, other relatives and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

LLeeee  TTyyssoonn

Lee Tyson died May 12, 2020.
Funeral services will be held 5:30
P M on Wednesday, May 20, 2020
at Willie L. Shaw Jr. Memorial
Chapel. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

YYaaYYaahh  AAbbuu  MMaalliikk

YaYah Abu Malik (John
Samuel King) died May 16, 2020.
Funeral arrangements are
incomplete and will be
announced later by John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home. A
Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

KKeennnneetthh  BBrroowwnn

Kenneth Brown died May 19,
2020. Funeral services will be
held 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, May
23, 2020 at Willie L. Shaw, Jr.
Memorial Chapel. Visitation will
be 30 minutes prior to the service.
A Service of John H. Shaw's Son
Funeral Home.

EEllssiiee  HHaarrddyy--MMuurrrriillll  

Elsie Maurice Hardy-Murrill
was born July 17, 1948 in
Wilmington, NC to the late
Robert L. Hardy and  Florence
Odessa Brown-Hardy. She
departed this life on May 9, 2020
while in Yale New Haven
Hospital in New Haven,
Connecticut. Graveside services
were held on Monday, May 18,
2020 at New Hope Freewill
Baptist Church Cemetery.

As a child, she grew up in the
Maco Community where she was
a member of Christian Hope
Christian Church and attended
Lincoln School. At an early age,
Elsie's family moved from Maco
to Wilmington, North Carolina
and there she attended Williston
Junior and Senior High School.

Elsie later met the love of her
life, Nathaniel Lee Murrill, to
whom she married and moved to
New Haven, Connecticut where
her family relocated. To this
union two children were born,
her son, Frederick Eugene
Murrill, and daughter, Nicole
Murrill. Elsie's husband
Nathaniel served in the US Navy
and was stationed in Okinawa,
Japan where they resided for
three years. After Nathaniel
completed his tour in Okinawa,
the family returned to New
Haven, Connecticut.

In addition to her father, Elsie
was preceded in death by her
twin sister, Diannah A. Hardy-
Chestnut.

Elsie leaves to cherish her
memory: son, Frederick Eugene
Murrill, and daughter, Nicole
Murrill, both of New Haven, CT.,
her loving mother, Florence
Odessa Brown- Hardy, of
Covington, GA.; two sisters,
Vivian G. Hardy of Wilmington,
NC. and Evelyn V. Hardy of
Leland, NC.; one brother, Elder
Allen M. Hardy of Covington,
GA; and a  host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends. Services entrusted to
Davis Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th
Ave, Wilmington, NC 28401.
Please share memories and con-
dolences with the family at
www.davisfuneralhomenc.com.

WWiilllliiaamm  HHeennrryy  JJaacckkssoonn  

William "Bill" H. Jackson
peacefully entered into rest on
Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at New
Hanover Regional Medical
Center. He was born on June 12,
1948 to the late Josh and Mary
Lillie Jackson, Sr.

"Bill" or "BJ" as he was affec-
tionately known, grew up in
Taylor Homes. He started work-
ing in the grocery business while
he was still in high school. Some
of the stores he worked with
included, Allen Carney, A & P,
Hills Food, Parkers, Food Lion
and he was currently employed
with Piggly Wiggly.

Bill was educated in the New
Hanover County Public School
System graduating from New
Hanover High School In the Class
of 1968. His career in groceries
spanned 40 years. He also
worked for Wilmington Printing
Company for 8 years. Bill was
the owner and operator of B & J
Cleaning Service doing commer-
cial cleaning.

Brother Jackson was a mem-
ber of Mt. Zion AME Church for
many years but later joined
Warner Temple AME Zion
Church. At Warner he served on
the Louis Frost Usher Board, the
Steward Board and the
Bereavement Committee.

In addition to his parents, Bill
was also preceded in death by his

brother, Josh Jackson, Jr.
He leaves to cherish his memo-

ry: his wife of 30 years, Sandra
Moore Jackson of the home; one
daughter, Justina Jackson-Reyes
(Alejandro, III) and grandchil-
dren, Alejandro A. Reyes, IV and
Jaxon Reyes all of Chesapeake,
VA; two sisters, Mary J. Perry
and Carol F. Phillips of
Wilmington, NC; aunts and
uncles, William "Butch" Nixon
(Joan), James Moore (Juanita)
and George MacRae, all of
Wilmington, NC, Gertha Furlow
of Willard, NC, Hazel Moore
Layne, Estella Dixon (Claude),
Mable Miller (Charles), Myrtle
McNeill and Ruby Moore, all of
Durham, NC; two sisters-in-law,
Helen Jackson of Wilmington,
NC and Marion Heggins (Bobby)
of Durham, NC; a special
nephew, Juan Jackson (Mary) of
Newport News, VA; one godson,
Emerald A. Josey; several nieces,
nephews, cousins and many,
many friends, including special
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Sherman
Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Carlton
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Leon Franks
and Mr. Frank Walker. Services
entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please
share memories and condolences
with the family at www.davisfu-
neralhomenc.com.

EEddwwaarrdd  LL..  HHaammlliinn

Edward L. Hamlin, age 91, of
Wilmington, passed away
Thursday, May 14, 2020. A grave-
side service will be held at 11:00
a.m. on Thursday, May 21, 2020 at
Enoch Chapel Missionary
Baptist Church Cemetery.

His love and memories will
remain in the hearts of his chil-
dren, Harriett Hamlin of
Riverdale, MD and Leslie Karen
Hamlin-Williams of
Indianapolis, IN; sister, Vernice
Hamlin of Harlem, NY, 2 grand-
children and a host of other rela-
tives and friends. Services
entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401. Please
share memories and condolences
with the family at www.davisfu-
neralhomenc.com.
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RRoossee  LLeeee  DDoowwddyy
SSuunnrriissee::  MMaayy  1122,,  11992233  
SSuunnsseett::  MMaayy  33,,  22000088  

A mother is one who 
understands the things 

you say and do.
Who always overlooks 

your faults 
and sees the best in you.
A mother is one whose 

special love inspires 
you day by day.

Who fills your heart 
with gladness 

in her warm and 
thoughtful way.

My mother was all these
things and more,

the greatest treasure 
I have ever known.

David Dowdy

AAddkkiinnss  DDrraaiinn  FFuunneerraall  SSeerrvviiccee

Connie Drain Green
Funeral Director

Samuel Drain, Jr. 
and  Allene Drain 

In Memoriam

RECYCLE 
TTHHEE

WWIILLMMIINNGGTTOONN

JJOOUURRNNAALL

BY 
SPREADING
THE NEWS

http://www.davisfuneralhomenc.com
http://www.davisfu-neralhomenc.com
http://www.davisfu-neralhomenc.com
http://www.davisfu-neralhomenc.com
http://www.davisfu-neralhomenc.com
http://www.davisfu-neralhomenc.com
http://www.davisfu-neralhomenc.com
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TELL SOMEBODYTELL SOMEBODY

““MMiixx  wwiitthh  ffaaiitthh!!””
"But the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard  it."  Hebrews 4:2

WW henever the
gospel of Jesus
Christ is

preached, there should always
be results. If there are no
results, then  something is
missing!   The Word of God
has the power to save, heal,
deliver, set free and to give the
victory. If someone is hearing
the word and seeing  no
change, improvement, results,
etc, then the missing  ingredi-
ent is probably  (f-a-i-t-h) .
According to Hebrews 4:2,
when the word of God is not
mixed with faith, it is unprof-
itable and ineffective in them
that hear it.

Apostle Paul said in
Romans 1:16, "For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every-
one that believeth:"  It was
Paul's testimony that he
received salvation after
believing on the Lord Jesus

Christ. He emphasized the
necessity of mixing faith with
hearing of the Word of God.

It is not a mystery as to why
some people sit under the
Word of God for years, and yet
are not saved. Their life
remains unchanged and their
heart unrepentant, because
they did not mix the word they
heard with the  measure of
faith that God gave to us all.
They know how to work in the
church and go through the
motions, but the word has not
been profitable for them, as of
yet. When  a sinner  comes
in, hears  the same word and
receive salvation, sometimes,
people who have been in the
church for years  marvel  at
how soon others get saved and
begin to grow in grace.

Some are moved with envy,
jealousy, and insecurity, and
cry foul or unfair. They say, "I
was here way before them!"
Maybe so, maybe they were in

the way. But were not in
"faith".

The power of God brings
many good things into a per-

son's life.
For some it
brings heal-
ing. Some
people hear
the Word of
God and get
set free and
d e l i v e r e d
f r o m
b o n d a g e .
T h r o u g h
faith in God's
Word, a per-

son can receive wisdom to
prosper and become success-
ful in life. These are good
things to know about and
experience. But, the greatest
thing that can happen through
the power of God's Word, is
for a soul  to receive salvation!
Everlasting life  is the bottom
line. This is what  the gospel

of Jesus Christ  is all about!
But, it must  be mixed with
faith.

"Jesus said unto her, I am
the resurrection, and the life:
he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet
shall he live."  John 11:25

"That whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but
have eternal life. For God so
loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have
everlasting life." John  20:31 

"But these are written, that
ye might believe that Jesus  is
the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might
have life through his name."
Acts 8:37

"That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe  in
thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved."  Romans

10:9
"Now faith is the substance

of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen."
Hebrews 11:1

"But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for
he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he
is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him."
Hebrews 11:6  For more exam-
ples of ordinary  men and
women of God who did
extraordinary things   for
God..by mixing  faith with
the preached Word of God,
read the entire chapter of
Hebrews 11.

If something is missing in
your life, and you are not
receiving the benefits and
blessings of the preached
word, try mixing the word
you hear with a little more
faith, and see  your  life begin
to profit and your soul begin
to prosper.

Tell Somebody  !
Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a

native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper, First Lady of Faith
Outreach COGIC,
Jacksonville, N.C.  She is a
mother of three wonderful
children and a proud grand-
mother! She is a Licensed
Evangelist with COGIC,
International. She is the
President of P.W.E. Pastors
Wives Empowerment Confe-
rence, an annual event held
in honor of Pastors and min-
isters Wives.  This support
group's focus is to Encourage,
Embrace and Empower Elect
Ladies    to be all they can be
in Christ Jesus, while provid-
ing support to their hus-
bands, who are Gospel
preachers and pastors. Her
heart's desire is to please the
Lord, rescue the perishing,
comfort the dying, and live a
life that gives God glory!

Sylvia
Hooper

SS ometimes circum-
stances and situa-
tions, such as the

Corona-virus can command
that we should take the light
away from shining on our per-
sonal agendas and turn our
attention to the purpose of
creating a more perfect world
for all of mankind and not
just a few. That few may con-
sist of just people we are par-
ticularly concerned about and
for many different reasons.
Some reasons might have
good purposes in our mind
and some others not so good.
If we truly want to make a
lasting and worthwhile
impact during our watch over
the affairs of the world, this is
the time!  And, if we are truly
focused on the opportunity of
equality for all mankind, we
must speak to that. We must
focus on the one and same
agenda. That important agen-
da is this and the question is
this. Where is an agenda
which includes liberty for all
and where can we, as leaders,
go to find the proper source
for guidance for a needy peo-
ple? "If my people who are

called by my name, will hum-
ble themselves and pray and
seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and I will
forgive their sin and will heal
their land." NIV 2 Chronicles
7:14

Since all of humanity is
made of the same substances
and from the same creator
and image of God, I think all
can agree that basically we
desire the same basic inher-
ent equality, endowed from
God with certain desires and
freedom. We all have needs
and we all have desires. God
addresses them both. Our
needs, however, is what will
truly sustain us. A child
desires candy over vegetation,
but which is best for him.
Vegetation is. A good parent
will give him what is best. The
one and only God says, "Seek
ye first the kingdom of heav-
en and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given
to you as well."  NIV Matthew
6:33  God wants us to have all
of his great promises.

If we start with just this
premise, we can see clearly

that God knows no differences
that we as humans point out,
such as race, intelligence,
wealth, etc. that should not be
a part of this equation. God
created one man and woman:
Adam and Eve. It can not be
just what we think: we don't

think on the
level of God's
t h o u g h t s .
Isaiah 55:8-9
"For my
thoughts are
not your
thoughts, nei-
ther are your
ways my
ways, de-
clares the
Lord. For as
the heavens
are higher
than the

earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.
The fool has said in his heart,
there is no God."

Again, we can't think on
the level of God!  Let's be real.
We need his guidance. The
sensible, intelligent thing to
do is believe his word.

Psalms 14 KJV "The fool has
said in his heart, there is no
God. They are corrupt and
have abominable works, there
is none that doeth good."  We
don't think of a fool as being
one who speaks strong sound-
ing words of speech without
grammatical error. But what
does God say, about it. This is
the God who confused the lan-
guage of a whole world of peo-
ple so that they could not
understand one another,
because of disobedience.
Who are we as small as the
grain of sand on the
seashores in the eyes of the
great and mighty all powerful
God. Yet, he loves us in our
ignorance; knowing, too, that
we are weak and frail. Let's
humble ourselves under his
power and seek his guidance
while it is yet available to us.

But we see only these
truths as they relate to the
spoken word of God that is
truly superior to any docu-
ment. It is based on the con-
cept already established by
God. Man of course can
make change in his thoughts
of agreement or disagree-

ment but the God that initial-
ly created the world and all
they that are in it, has never
changed his mind about his
people nor his world. The
word is already established
in Psalms 119:89 "Your word,
Lord, is eternal; it stands
firm in the heavens" NIV and
John 1:1 "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word
was God 2 The same was in
the beginning with God. 3.
All things were made by him;
and without him was not any-
thing made that was made."
(KJV)

There is a God that knows
all things. We only know in
part. Yet, God has given us
scripture and he says, in
Isaiah 35:8 "And a highway
shall be there, and a way, and
it shall be called, The way of
holiness; the unclean shall
not pass over it; but it shall be
for those; the wayfaring men,
though fools, shall not err
therein." It will be so clear
that even a fool cannot error.
God has made it so clear so
that no one can miss out on
his blessings.

He didn't send his Son,
Jesus, to the well known and
polished kings and leaders of
his day knowing they would
only tell a select few. But he
came as an unexpected com-
moner who would be avail-
able to the masses as well as
all others: the whosoever will
come.

God loves his creation so
much, but the choice is yours
to accept or to reject him.
Maybe, the world has forgot-
ten you, but Jesus, the Son of
God wants you to come. Just
say, Here I am Lord, take my
life, save me. If it is said with
an open and sincere heart, he
hears you and accepts you.
He doesn't make it difficult.
Find a Bible teaching church
and read his word with a pas-
sion. You'll see the differ-
ence. The table has been
spread for you to join in the
feast of the Lord!

Reverend Naconiel
Fullwood currently the pas-
tor of MRDRC Ministries
(Mircle, Restoration,
Deliverance, Revival Center
Ministries Inc.) located in
Wilmington, NC.

Rev.
Naconiel
Fullwood

A WORD FROM THE LORDA WORD FROM THE LORD

MMaann''ss  ccrreeaatteedd  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  rreeffooccuusseedd  oonn  GGoodd''ss  rreeddeemmppttiivvee  ppllaann  

TThhee  BBllaacckk  ccrriissiiss  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  tthhee  ccoorroonnaavviirruuss  ccrriissiiss
Pandemic brings years of healthcare disparities to the forefront

BBYY  LLIISSAA  FFIITTCCHH
OW EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Dr. Maulana Karenga,
chair of the Department of
Africana Studies at CSU
Long Beach, wants the Black
community to make sure that
physical distancing during
the pandemic does not inter-
fere with relationships or
establishing networks.

“We’ve got to shop for each
other, we have to pick up pre-
scriptions for each other,”
Karenga said. “We’ve got to
talk; we’ve got to share infor-
mation, so we don’t have to be
afraid unnecessarily.”

Karenga was recently fea-
tured on the Carl Nelson
Show and conducted a phone
conference with Nelson and
his radio audience at WOL
radio in Washington, D.C.

“There’s no real denying of
the damage and destruction
that this coronavirus has
done to our lives,” Karenga
said. “We can’t even worship
in the same way anymore.”

During the show, Karenga
admitted that there is a lot of
fear and confusion out in the
world now, and he warned
against buying into the con-
spiracy theories which can
pit persons against each
other. He also expressed his
dismay with the information
the government issues to the
public.

“They don’t have cultural-
ly competent messages for
us,” Karenga said, claiming
that at least 46 percent of
coronavirus victims are
Black. “Even though Black
people are in the emerging
hot zones… Chicago, Detroit,
Milwaukee, New
Orleans…we lack the ethnic
data. Who’s tested positive?
Who has died? We don’t have
any of that.”

“Why do we need this
data?” he asked. “It saves

lives. We could target
resources where they’re most
needed. Help slow down the
virus. We need culturally
responsible education and
mobilization.”

The Congressional Black
Caucus (CBC) has called for
the Centers for Disease
Control to collect and report
racial data for COVID-19. As
of April 8, only nine states
and the District of Columbia
released data based on race.

“We need full disclosure of
racial data to identify and
prioritize the areas of great-
est impact,” the letter stated.

Former President Barak
Obama agreed, raising the
issue at a virtual meeting
with mayors, local leaders
and members of response
teams from around the world.

“When you start looking at
issues of domestic abuse and
you start looking at racial
disparities that are popping
up in your cities, paying
attention to that is the kind of
leadership I know all of you
aspire to,” Obama said. “You
have to be intentional about
these issues.”

Rep. Karen Bass (CA-37),
chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus holds frequent
town hall teleconferences on
various subjects.

“Healthcare disparities in
our country have been a long-
standing issue and concern
for the Congressional Black
Caucus,” Bass said. “The
spread of the coronavirus
has compounded these
issues, leaving Black people
even more vulnerable. We
need to urgently address
these disparities with a tar-
geted response to our com-
munity.”

Los Angeles County
released figures amid a
national conversation on how
COVID-19 is affecting racial
groups differently. The city’s

racial breakdown of coron-
avirus deaths shows the
majority of people who died
were White or Latino.
However, Black people
accounted for a dispropor-
tionate 17 percent of the
deaths while making up only
9 percent of the county’s pop-
ulation.

Across the nation, the
numbers reveal similar
racial disparities. Blacks are
at greater risk, mostly
because many have a greater
burden of disease. The prob-
lem is especially acute in
Louisiana, Illinois and
Michigan. In Louisiana, 70
percent of people who died
were lack, but African
Americans make up only a
third of the population

“It’s not that [Blacks are]
getting infected more often,”
said Dr. Anthony Fauci dur-
ing a recent With House
briefing. “It’s that when they
do get infected with their
underlying medical condi-
tions — diabetes, hyperten-
sion, obesity, asthma – those
are the kind of things that
wind them up in the ICU and
ultimately death.”

Fauci says the pandemic is
shining a bright light on the
healthcare disparities which
have always existed in the
country and added that
efforts to limit these dispari-
ties should resume after this
global crisis.

“Many of the social struc-
tures in our country have
long placed African
Americans in disadvanta-
geous positions,” said Dr.
Marjorie Innocent, senior
director of NAACP Health
Programs in a recent telecon-
ference. “At the same time,
African Americans are more
likely not to have regular
sources of healthcare and
tend to rely far too much on
emergency center care.”

NAACP Director of
Environmental and climate
justice, Jacqui Patters, noted
that the most vulnerable and
most marginalized popula-
tions often end up falling
through the cracks during an
emergency. NAACP
President Derrick Johnson
agreed, adding that the gov-
ernment’s response to the
Black community reminded
him of the Katrina crisis.

“People were left stranded
on rooftops,” he said during
the teleconference. “Are we
going to leave a significant
portion of the population
stranded?”

Johnson later sent an
email reiterating the “deep-
seated racial inequities
embedded in everything from
healthcare to the economy
are compounding the effects
of the coronavirus pandemic
for Black, Brown, Asian and
indigenous communities.”

“This is a pivotal moment
for our communities, our
country and our future,”
Johnson continued. “This is
the moment when we
unmask those inequalities
and injustices and chart a
new path toward a more just
nation.”

California Gov. Gavin
Newsom said he was wary of
publicizing incomplete infor-
mation, as not every health
facility was completing
demographic information.

Last week, County
Supervisor Herb Wesson
penned a letter to fellow
board members and Dr.
Barbara Ferrer, the director
of the county’s Department
of Public Health.

“The COVID-19 pandemic
is presenting many com-
pelling challenges. An impor-
tant challenge is transparen-
cy in the reporting of data on
how this pandemic is impact-
ing communities and ethnic

groups in Los Angeles
County.

“It is vital that while our
emergency public health
mobilization gathers
momentum that we have the
needed data that is key to
understanding the impact
and the response that is
aimed at addressing the cri-
sis.

“This data is critical to the
effective deployment of
needed resources and the
shaping of public education
and communications, partic-
ularly in communities of
color. It is also vital for the
purpose of accountability.

“More specifically, I am
requesting data including,
but not limited to, a break-
down by ethnic groups relat-
ed to rates of death, the num-
ber of tests, the results of
those tests, the number of
those in quarantine and the
data on individuals who have
tested positive and have
recovered. I am also request-
ing that this information be
included with the Public
Health Department’s regular
updates.”

The message was received,
as during one of the recent
briefings, Ferrer noted that
the ethnic data was often no
filled in on the forms that the
county collected for daily sta-
tistics during the crisis, but
that the department would
do its best to get the request-
ed data. Data from April 9,
there were 7,574 laboratory
confirmed cases of COVID-19
and 384 of them were Black.
There were 212 deaths and 23
of them were African
American.

“Early data on deaths
show that no group is
immune from COVID-19,”
said Mayor Eric Garcetti in
his recent news briefings.
“We need every community
to understand this can affect

you. No matter what commu-
nity you live in or come from,
this can affect you.”

“Long-term racial dispari-
ties still exist,” Garcetti said.
“The effect it has on commu-
nities can be disproportion-
ate.”

Garcetti also mentioned
that it is important to be con-
servative when it comes to
judging the peak of the cri-
sis. Lawmakers don’t want to
cause a second virus surge
by lifting the social distanc-
ing order too soon.

The mayor has ordered all
residents to don non-medical
masks when out in public.
These can be scarves or pur-
chased coverings for the nose
and mouth.

“Keep your masks very
secure and sterile,” Garcetti
said. “Wash them at night.
Don’t lay them down any-
where, they can pick up
germs.”

Karenga, who spoke at the
1995 Million Man March,
reminded his radio listeners
that he wrote the mission
statement for the march,
which included the reaffir-
mation of and strengthening
of the Black family, based on
principals of shared respon-
sibility. That strength will
help conquer “the awesome
task before us,” he said.

“We are the people who
survived the holocaust of
slavery,” Karenga noted. “We
have no business thinking
we cannot handle this.”

Karenga referred to
Kwanzaa and pointed to the
fourth principle of the holi-
day, Ujamaa, cooperative eco-
nomics.

“That’s central to this,”
said Karenga, who stressed
the need to find a common
ground in our blackness.
“We need a collective
approach where everybody
benefits.”
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…By Phone
910-762-5502
Monday–Friday 

9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
…By Fax

910-343-1334
24 Hours/7 Days

…By Email
wilmjournads@aol.com

24 Hours/7 Days
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It Pays To

Advertise In  

THE

WILMINGTON

JOURNAL

For Information

Call Us 

At 910-762-5502

ADVERTISE

SEEKING SALES?

RESULTS?

TTHHEE  
WWIILLMMIINNGGTTOONN

JJOOUURRNNAALL

CALL

(910) 762-5502

Searching for

additional customers?

The 

Wilmington Journal’s

readers have been 

trusting us for the 

past 93 years

to bring them 

the news 

that interest 

our 

community.

The Wilmington Journal 

can  help you  find a 

solution to your 

growing needs. 

Call us today.

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified on the 16th day of
April, 2020, as Administrator of the
Estate of JOHNNY A. BENNETT,
Deceased, late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina, this is to
notify all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against the
decedent to exhibit the same to the
Executor, Connie Lynn Bennett, at
4300 Tillson Road, Wilmington, NC
28412, on or before the 29th day
of July, 2020, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the estate should make
immediate payment.

This 22nd day of April, 2020.

CONNIE LYNN BENNETT, ADM.
Attorney for the Estate:
J. Wesley Casteen, Esq., CPA
Carolina Legal Counsel
P.O. Box 12028
Wilmington, North Carolina 28405
Telephone (910) 256-3364

April 30, May 7, 14, 21, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

File No. 19 E 1098
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF: KAREN JUDITH EMME

Decedent.

Having qualified as Executrix of the
Estate of Karen Judith Emme,
late of 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, New Hanover County,
North Carolina 28401, the under-
signed does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned at 1904 Eastwood
Road, Ste 310A, Wilmington, North
Carolina 28403, on or before the
1st  day of August, 2020, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 30th day of April, 2020.

Jennifer Duskie, Personal
Representative of the Estate of
Karen Judith Emme, deceased.

April 30, May 7,14, 21, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

FILE NO. 19 E 1560

Deana Leigh Prestwood, having
qualified as Administratrix of the
Estate of Shirley Nadean Burns,
deceased, late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does here-
by notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate of said deceased to exhibit
them to the undersigned at 5725
Oleander Drive, Suite C-3,
Wilmington, NC 28403 on or before
the 21st day of August, 2020 or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery. All persons, firms or
corporations indebted to the said
estate please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned. 

This the 21st day of May, 2020. 

Deana Leigh Prestwood,
Administratrix
c/o D. Robert Williams, Jr., Esq.
Price & Williams, P.A.
Attorneys at Law
5725 Oleander Drive, Suite C-3
Wilmington, NC 28403
(910) 791-9422 phone
(910) 791-0432 fax

May 21, 28, June 4, 11, 2020

Request for Qualifications
(RFQ)

SOLICITATION NO:
COCC18.04

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF
THE CITY OF WILMINGTON

NORTH CAROLINA
STAFFING AND 

RECRUITING SERVICES

Proposals will be accepted at
the Housing Authority of the
City of Wilmington North
Carolina (WHA Central
Office), until date and time
noted below. 

•Project Information will be
available for pickup on
Tuesday, May 19, 2020 at the
Central Office, located at
1524 S. 16th Street for a non-
refundable charge of $15.00
for project manual. Pick up, or
Download Project Manual
from our website at
www.wha.net, click on
Business Opportunities then
RFQ- at no charge.
•Submission Date: Monday,
June 8, 2020 at 2:00 P.M. 

May 21, 28, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Executrix of the
Estate of Kimberly Ann Neuschafer
(20-E-428), late of New Hanover
County, Wilmington, North Carolina
the undersigned does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations hav-
ing claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the under-
signed at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401 on
or before August 7, 2020 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons, firms and corpo-
rations indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 5th day of May, 2020.

Amy Neuschafer
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

May 7, 14, 21, 28, 2020

Notice to Creditors

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Kenneth R. Snead,
Sr. (19-E-144), late of New
Hanover County, Wilmington, North
Carolina the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
the estate of said decedent to
exhibit them to the undersigned at
701 Market Street, Wilmington,
North Carolina, 28401 on or before
August 14, 2020 or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 11th day of May, 2020.
Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2020

Notice to Creditors

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Rose M. House,  (20-E-
212), late of New Hanover County,
Wilmington, North Carolina the under-
signed does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having claims
against the estate of said decedent to
exhibit them to the undersigned at
701 Market Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before August
14, 2020 or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations indebted
to the said estate will please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 11th day of May, 2020.
Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
NEW HANOVER  COUNTY
In the General Court of
Justice --Superior Court

Division
20 CVS 155

MATTHEW CHAD MARTIN,
PLAINTIFF
v.
WESLEY LAWRENCE
ROBERTSON, DEFENDANT

To Wesley Lawrence
Robertson: Take notice that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the
above-entitled action.  The
nature of the relief being
sought is as follows:  damages
arising from motor vehicular
negligence.  

You are required to make
defense to such pleading not
later than forty (40) days from
the first running of this notice,
exclusive of such date, which
was May 7, 2020 and upon
your failure to do so, the party
seeking service against you will
apply to the Court for the relief
sought.

This the 5th day of May, 2020.

DAVID AND ASSOCIATES,
P.L.L.C.
David F. Turlington
DAVID F. TURLINGTON
Attorney for the Plaintiff
1516 Dawson Street
Wilmington, North Carolina
28401
Telephone:  910/251-8088
Facsimile:  910/251-8430
North Carolina Bar Number:
20165
Email: dturlington@davidan-
dassociates

May 7, 14, 21, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified on the 21st day of
April, 2020, as Executor of the Estate
of JOHN W. SAWYER, Deceased, late
of New Hanover County, North
Carolina, this is to notify all persons,
firms and corporations having claims
against the decedent to exhibit the
same to the Executor, Ann A. Sawyer,
at 7225 Lounsberry Court,
Wilmington, NC 28405, on or before
the 5th day of August, 2020, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and cor-
porations indebted to the estate
should make immediate payment.

This 30th day of April, 2020.

ANN A. SAWYER, EXECUTOR
Attorney for the Estate:
J. Wesley Casteen, Esq., CPA
Carolina Legal Counsel
P.O. Box 12028
Wilmington, North Carolina 28405
Telephone (910) 256-3364

May 7, 14, 21, 28, 2020

Evans & Sons Contracting Inc. is
seeking proposals for carpentry
contractors and metal fabricators
for Riverwalk Guardrail Post
Repair Project which bids on
5/28/2020.  To request plans
please email
Melissa@DEvansContracting.com
or call (910) 452-7819 if you
have questions. Deadline to
receive proposals is 5/27/2020 at
noon.

May 21, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
NEW HANOVER COUNTY

In the Superior Court
Before the Clerk

New Hanover County File
Number: 20-SP-0128

CHARLOTTE NOEL FOX,
Administrator for the Estate of
LUBERTA HIGGINS, Petitioner,
vs. REGINALD DWAYNE HAYES,
DENISE HIGGINS HAYES, DEN-
NIS HIGGINS, REGINALD LEON
HAYES, FELICIA LAVETTE HIG-
GINS LAW, MARICE DEMITIRE
LAW, DEMECIA L. HAYES, BEN-
NIE HIGGINS, ALESIA ANN
HIGGINS, THELMA FARRIOR
MURPHY  AND UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF
LUBERTA HIGGINS,
Respondents.

To Unknown Heirs of
the Estate of Luberta Higgins:

TAKE NOTICE that a
special proceeding seeking
relief against you has been filed
in the above-entitled action.
The nature of the relief being
sought is as follows:

A Petition to
Determine Ownership of
Surplus Proceeds resulting from
New Hanover County
Foreclosure Proceeding 19-SP-
105.  

Pursuant to N.C.G.S §
45-21.32, Petitioner seeks own-
ership of all surplus proceeds
resulting from a foreclosure
action (19-SP-105) to apply to
the satisfaction of the debts and
other claims against the Estate
and the costs of administration;
and after satisfaction of the
debts and other claims against
the Estate and costs of adminis-
tration, distribute to the heirs.

You are required to file
a written response by
Wednesday, June 17, 2020, and
upon your failure to do so any
order entered by the Court shall
be binding as if you were per-
sonally before the Court and any
payment or distribution made by
the Administrator under orders
of the Court shall have the effect
of fully discharging such person-
al representative and any
sureties on the personal repre-
sentative's official bond to the
full extent of such payment or
distribution as ordered. 

This, the 7th day of May, 2020.

CRAIGE & FOX, PLLC
Charlotte Noel Fox
N.C. State Bar No. 32678
Administrator of the 
Estate of Luberta Higgins
701 Market Street
Wilmington, North Carolina
28401
Telephone: (910) 815-0085 
Facsimile: (910) 815-1095

May 7, 14, 21, 2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE  
OF LARRY GLENN 

HIERONYMUS,Deceased.      

The undersigned, having heretofore
qualified as Executrix of the Estate
of Larry Glenn Hieronymus,
deceased, late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina, hereby
notifies all persons, firms, and cor-
porations having claims against
said Estate to present them to the
undersigned on or before August
14, 2020, or this Notice will be
pleaded in bar of any recovery
thereon.  All persons, firms, and
corporations indebted to said Estate
will please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.

This the 14th day of May, 2020.

Tande Dembinski (fka Tande A.
Hieronymus)
3851 Eagleston Court
High Point, NC  27265
Tuggle Duggins, P.A.
100 N. Greene Street, Suite 600
Post Office Box 2888
Greensboro, North Carolina 27402
Telephone (336) 378-1431

May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Fannie Mimms
Stewart, late of Wilmington, New
Hanover County, North Carolina,
the undersigned does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate of
said decedent to exhibit them in
care of the Undersigned at 102 N.
Fifth Ave., Wilmington, NC 28401,
on or before 14th day of August,
2020 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 14th day of May, 2020.

YOW, FOX & MANNEN, LLP
102 N. 5TH Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28401
Jerry A. Mannen, Jr., Administrator
of the Estate of Fannie Mimms
Stewart

May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executor of the
Estate of Cheryl L. Rodzik, late of
Wilmington, New Hanover County,
North Carolina, the undersigned
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them in care of
the Undersigned at 2005
Scrimshaw Place, Wilmington, NC
28405, on or before 14th day of
August, 2020 orthis Notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery. All
persons,firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 14th day of May, 2020.

Jerry A. Mannen, Jr., Attorney
YOW, FOX & MANNEN, LLP
102 N. 5TH Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28401
Todd A. Rodzik, Executor of the
Estate of Cheryl L. Rodzik

May 14, 21, 28, June 4, 2020

MEETING NOTICE

A meeting of the Wilmington
Urban Area MPO Board will be
held on Wednesday, May 27,
2020 at 3pm. The meeting
will be held at the Wilmington
Convention Center located at
10 Convention Center Drive in
downtown Wilmington.

PLEASE NOTE: Due to COVID-
19, the meeting is being con-
ducted remotely pursuant to
Section 4.31 of SB 704 (S.L.
2020-3). The remote meeting
will be simultaneously
streamed live online so that
simultaneous live audio, and
video, if any, of the meeting is
available to the public at the
following URL:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8
6842295630 

The public may also dial in
and listen to the simultaneous
live audio of the remote meet-
ing at the following dial-in
number: 301-715-8592
(when prompted, enter meet-
ing ID# 868 4229 5630).

Mike Kozlosky
Executive Director
Wilmington Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning
Organization

May 21, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Martha LeAnne
Jeffords (20-E-459), late of New
Hanover County, Wilmington, North
Carolina the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
the estate of said decedent to
exhibit them to the undersigned at
701 Market Street, Wilmington,
North Carolina, 28401 on or before
August 21, 2020 or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 19th day of May, 2020.

Kevin Scott Groves
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

May 21, 28, June 4, 7, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE NEW HANOVER COUNTY
RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 HAS
BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE NEW
HANOVER COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS. THE BOARD
WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE BUDGET ON MONDAY,
JUNE 1, 2020 AT 4:00 P.M., OR
THEREAFTER, AT THE WILM-
INGTON CONVENTION CEN-
TER, 10 CONVENTION CENTER
DRIVE, WILMINGTON, NORTH
CAROLINA. A COPY OF THE
RECOMMENDED BUDGET IS
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC
INSPECTION IN THE COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE AT
THE NEW HANOVER COUNTY
GOVERNMENT CENTER, AND
ON THE NEW HANOVER COUB-
TY WEBSITE:
WWW.NHCGOV.COM.

THE NEW HANOVER COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WILL RECEIVE PUBLIC COM-
MENT ON THE FY20-21 BUD-
GET AT THE ABOVE STATED
TIME AND PLACE, OR BY
EMAILING: COMMENTS@NHC-
GOV.COM, AND/OR IN-PERSON
AT THE JUNE 1, 2020 PUBLIC
HEARING IF CONTINGENCIES
AFFORD SUCH IN-PERSON
OPPORTUNITY. THE EMAILED
PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED
BY 3:00 P.M. ON JUNE 1, 2020
WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO
THE BOARD DURING THE PUB-
LIC
HEARING. ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS ARE INVITED TO
COMMENT AND BE HEARD.

In accordance with NCGS
166A, Article 1A, Public
Bodies/Remote Meetings
During Declared Emergencies,
if applicable, the Board will
hold the public hearing but
may choose not to vote on this
public hearing item on June 1,
2020, and instead may take
action at a recessed or other
scheduled meeting.

Kymberleigh G. Crowell, Clerk
to the Board of County
Commissioners
New Hanover County, North
Carolina

May 21, 2020

mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
http://www.wha.net
mailto:Melissa@DEvansContracting.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8
mailto:COMMENTS@NHC-GOV.COM
mailto:COMMENTS@NHC-GOV.COM
mailto:COMMENTS@NHC-GOV.COM


EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 206-209-2022

www.Jwilder1.com

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359

HHEERREE  AARREE  OOUURR  CCAARRDDSSHHEERREE  AARREE  OOUURR  CCAARRDDSS ..  ..  ..  
WhateverWhatever you’re looking for, consider these local businesses 
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Use This Space 

For Your Business Card 

It Pays To Advertise In  

THE

WILMINGTON JOURNAL

For Information 

Please Call Us At

910-762-5502

OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
ww.owenmettsrealty.com

OWEN E. METTS, SR., 
Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing Counselor

FFIIRRSSTTFFIIRRSSTT

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

SOUTH KERR
AUTO SERVICE

OWEN METTS
REALTY

(Coach) Columbus Pridgen
Bail Bonding

Make That One Phone Call Count 
Mobile Phone:910-616-2519

Mobile Phone: 910-512-1372

Columbus Pridgen
Owner/Operator

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC  TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $34.95
BRAKES $40.00 + PARTS

223B S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28403

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

“For The right Approach
Call Coach”

NOW OPEN!!

http://www.Jwilder1.com
mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com
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