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Community Action assistance
applications now available online

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

There’s a new face at the Russellville office of
Community Action Agency of Northwest Alabama, and
some of the application process and criteria for assis-
tance have been eased due to the COVID-19 health cri-
Sis.

Rose Rhodes succeeded Jill Hamilton as the director of
Community Action’s Russellville location on November 1,
2019. Community Action is a private non-profit corpora-
tion that works to help eliminate poverty in NW Alabama
while encouraging self-sufficiency.

The organization serves Franklin, Colbert and
Lauderdale Counties with separate offices in each. The
Franklin County office is located at 1001 Washington
Ave. South, in Russellville.

Rhodes, who worked for the Salvation Army in Florence
for 22 years, said the changes were implemented to

make Community Action assistance easier to access.

Community Action provides utility payment and housing
financial assistance to people who meet certain guide-
lines. Community Action programs also include Meals on
Wheels, Responsible Parenting, Mothers Program,
Youth Connect, Life Skills, counseling for first-time
homebuyers and for families involved with the court sys-
tem.

“We do the best we can to help the community in a vari-
ety of ways,” Rhodes said. “We can help in situations like
the current COVID-19 crisis, or bumps in the road where
families might have a sickness or injury and be unable to
work.

“We’re here to help during those hard times so they
don’t have to stress even more and see things pile up.
And we can assist people who rent from private land-
lords. It’s not just open to those with income-based hous-
ing,” she added.

See ‘APPLICATIONS,’ page 8

Bowen dedicates hit single to
truck drivers across America

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The COVID-19 crisis has reinforced the importance of
health care workers heroically battling this pandemic
across the country.

For Spruce Pine resident Cody Bowen, there’s another
set of heroes on the front line, and Bowen sees first-hand
the dedication of these men and women on a daily basis.

And a song Bowen recently released serves as a trib-
ute to this forgotten group—America’s truck drivers.

Bowen, a broker/dispatcher at Rowe Machinery in
Haleyville, sees what they do on a daily basis and he’s
dedicated his single, State Lines, to these drivers.

“Truck driving is sort of its own counter-culture with all
the truck stops, the communication through CB radios,
and things like that,” Bowen said. “| see these over-the-
road guys spending weeks out on the road away from the
very family they are trying to provide for.

“I understand what the health care people are doing
and it's a great thing. My sister is a nurse. But these

guys (drivers)
are also operat-
ing on the front
line and nobody
gives them any
credit, so we
decided to
release the song
as a tribute to
them,” Bowen
added.

Bowen collab-
orated with
songwriter and
Shoals native
James Thrasher
to produce and
release State Cody Bowen
Lines, and the song is drawing national attention, espe-
cially among America’s truck drivers.

See ‘BOWEN’ page 4
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THE GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOORS
ARE RIGHT OUTSIDE YOUR DOOR.
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“It starts easily and runs great.”
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"Great product, very reliable.'

-tolbert Offer valid through 07/31/2020 at participating dealers

while supplies last.

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. ‘The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective cutting length based on which
powerhead it is installed on. See dealer for details and consult state/local guidelines for availability of promotional products and pricing in your area. Check out
these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. 2020 STIHL

KIEL EQUIPMENT
14696 HIGHWAY 43 | Russellville, AL 35693
256-332-6776 | www.KielEquipment.com

We offer ground burial, mausoleum
and cremation spaces. All may be

%% purchased at need or pre-need to include
&¥i %  the burial vault and bronze memorial.

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter QEEELL
2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Mary Sue Harris, 82, of Tuscumbia, died on
Thursday, May 28th. A memorial service is
scheduled for a later date.

Elise M. Holcomb, 85, of Russellville, died
on Tuesday, May 26. Interment at Franklin
Memory Gardens.

William L. “Lanny” McAlister, 77, of
Tuscumbia, died on Thursday, May 28th.
Interment at Knights of Pythias Cemetery.

Della Ruth Davis McCarley, 89, of Spruce
Pine, died on Thursday, May 25th. Interment
at Franklin Memory Gardens.

06 Ford Expedition

$1500 Down
01 Honda Odyssey

07 Mercury Mariner
$1000 Down
13 Kia Soul
$1200 Down
13 Chevy Spark
$1500 Down
08 Nissan Altima
$1500 Down

elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

$1000 Down
08 Ford Edge
$1800 Down
08 Lincoln MKZ
$1200 Down
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Over a century later, Watkins
receives proper burial beside wife

Dr. Faizullah Syed Thomas Hokigh

Submitted to the FFP

Internal Medicine « Family & General Practice

is Welcoming New Patients

Reverend Fred Lafayette W. Watkins, was the son of 1st generation Rev.
Frederick W. Watkins, a Cherokee Indian, born in TN in 1811 who hid out and
avoided Trail of Tears capture and removal during the late 1830s.

As the direction of ‘West’, in some traditional belief systems represents
death, there came a time when Rev. Frederick or (Cherokee Fred as the fam-
ily refers to him to distinguish from three generations of Rev. Fred W.
Watkins) had to make a choice — whether to be banished to the western
lands or to fall into the slave system; hence the latter was chosen and estab-
lishes the genealogy, history and cold case unmarked grave trail of which
Tom McKnight, born in New York and Great grandson of Sophia Napier
Watkins and Rev. Fred Lafayette W. Watkins set out on a journey to find his
roots when his mother died in New York in 2004.

His mother’s curiosity of what happened to the family, whose roots were in
northwest Alabama, led McKnight, who worked for the United Nations for
most of his life assigned to drought, famine and civil war environments serv-
ing in 20 countries led him to research the family tree, as little was known
about, or shared by, the elders in the family.

Returning stateside in 2005 to launch the genealogy journey in her memo-

S . : ry he drove 14,496 miles in 86 days his first stateside summer in many years
Baylee Corsbie CRNP, Faizullah Syed M.D., armed only with a couple of family stories, one physical address aided by the

. . first of its kind cutting edge technology in 2005 - a Magellan GPS unit as he
Misty Maxwell CRNP, Kelli Robertson CRNP set out to find family he never knew existed or met before.

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED « MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME McKnight maintains, after 15 years as a resident of Alabama that his

.. .. . “genealogy journey and mission” was guided by Divine Intervention.
Admitting Privileges at Helen Keller Hospital He discovered after finding an elder in Arizona during the long distance
. drive that his Great-Grandmother was Sophia Napier Watkins, Helen Keller
Monday-Thursday « 8am - 5pm | Friday « 8am-Noon family cook when Helen was a child and wife tcr> his Great- grandfather 2nd
-1 generation Rev. Fred Lafayette W. Watkins. 3rd generation Rev. Fred W.

Walk-ins are Welcome Watkins was an Uncle who moved to Louisiana and died at the age of 105.
. ‘ Mrs. Watkins was also close friend, work colleague, church, community,
‘ 342 Cox Boulevard and fellowship sister of Viney Murphy, Nursemaid to the Keller family sib-
lings.

Shefhield He also learned through Ms. Chris Ozbirn, head of the Franklin County
_ _ Archives in Russellville AL, that his Great-Grandfather was “A very important
S H O A L S 256-383-4473 man,” according to Ms. Ozbirn’s review of the American Star article, the

PRIMARY CARE shoalsprimarycarellc,com African American newspaper edited by Professor George Washington
Trenholm during the 1900s and printed in Tuscumbia.

The ‘Star’ as it was commonly known throughout the black community was
the official document of the Muscle Shoals Black Missionary Baptist
Association whose organizational formation was assisted by Rev. Dr.
Josephus Shackelford, a white Baptist minister and instrumental in ordaining
a number of African American preachers after Emancipation.

According to the article, McKnight's Great-Grandfather’s funeral was
presided over by at least a half dozen preachers and with his home-going
celebration held on 26 February 1911, at First Baptist Missionary Baptist
Church in Tuscumbia, Oakwood cemetery, a few blocks away became his
final resting place as more than 2,000 people, one of the largest funerals wit-
nessed in northwest Alabama paid their final respects to the popular and well
respected quarter-town preacher.

McKnight's Great-Grandfather was born 25 Dec 1853 and died 24 February
1911.

He was laid to rest in Tuscumbia’s Oakwood Cemetery, but where?

This launched McKnight’s cold case type mystery search for his unmarked
grave with the goal to honor his Great-grandfather’s resting place with a

"' headstone.

256.383.44 73 Ext. 2021 ?Ige?/grre]}id Fred” as he was often geferred, Iivgd in Tuscumbia and was

- assigned to Bethel Lauderdale MB Church in Smithsonia in 1901. Every

340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL hsonia i 1901 Even
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‘BOWEN,’ from page 1

“We’re getting a great response on social media, including from truck driv-
ers. | talked with a driver in Washington and he said he felt like the song was
written about him. That’'s a cool thing and a great honor for a songwriter to
hear,” Bowen said.

State Lines was the result of Bowen’s daily interaction with his drivers at
Rowe. After he wrote the song in 2019, Bowen did a work tape to pitch it to
other artists, but he couldn’t decide on anyone to approach and pitch it to.
Bowen ended up recording the song because its lyrics were so personal to
him.

“And | ran out of time in Jackson before | was even tired.

It’s like I've got more bills to pay and I've got tread left on these ftires.

| wore a new hole in my seat, but | got more mouths to feed than this one
of mine.

But I'll be fine.” (State Lines, Cody Bowen)

Bowen is the son of Johnny Bowen and Jadonna Bowen. He and his wife
Joshlyn have four children. He is worship leader at Witness Outreach
Ministries. State Lines is hardly Bowen’s first venture into songwriting and
music. Rather, it's a return to something he loves, but something that was
leading Bowen astray, into drugs and alcohol. As a result, he gave music up
for several years.

“The habits my music was bringing on did not have me in a good place,”
Bowen said. “I got my life straightened out and ended up getting back into it
through worship leading at church. Then | got back into songwriting through
some old connections in the Shoals and Nashville.

“I was just trying to write again. | didn’t plan to release anything as an artist
until the COVID-19 virus hit and | saw what these drivers are going through
on a first-hand basis. | wanted to do something to show some appreciation
to them,” he added.

State Lines is available for download on iTunes/Apple music, Spotify,
Google Play, Amazon, Deezer and most other major digital music distribu-
tors. The song is receiving airplay on radio stations in Alabama, Mississippi,
Tennessee, Washington and Massachusetts. It will be released nationwide
this month and sent to more than 2,200 radio stations.

Bowen'’s profile ranking on Reverb Nation, a site for indie artists, finds him
number one locally and regionally in Northwest Alabama. He also ranked in

FRANKLIN

the top 20 nationally for two weeks with the release of State Lines. On
Spotify, the song is up to 10,000 plays.

Bowen, through the Thunder Mountain Publishing International label, is
working with Thrasher and Dan Hodges Music to pitch his music to major
radio artists.

“State Lines is my debut single. (Thrasher and Hodges) will work to build
me up as one of the next go-to songwriters in Nashville,” Bowen said.

Bowen said he and Thrasher have discussed a way to give some of the
song’s revenue, possibly through merchandise sales, back to truck drivers.
Bowen said he’s looking for a way to do that, possibly through a partner-
ship with the right organization.

In the meantime, Bowen said it's humbling to hear his music on radio sta-
tions in several states. And it's all the result of a song he released to tell
America’s truck drivers there’s someone who understands what they're
going through.

“| see that every day
struggle they face,”
Bowen said.

“You can build all the
ventilators you want,
make all the masks and
bottles of hand sanitizer,
but if there are no trucks
to haul it, it doesn’t do
anyone any good. Those
products have to get from
the manufacturer to the
consumer,” he added.

You can learn more
about State Lines and
stay updated on Bowen'’s
music by following his
Facebook page called
“Cody Bowen Music.”

Cody Boswerr
SZate Loncd

COURTESY PHOTO

State Lines is available on multiple streaming
platforms such as iTunes/Apple Music, Spotify,
Amazon, Deezer, and Google Play
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Patrick H. Graves Jr,

The Franklin Free Press was fortunate to be
asked to publish a series of historical profiles on
Franklin County residents. The well-researched
articles are the work of Patrick H. Graves, Jr. We
appreciate Mr. Graves’ efforts to preserve history
and public awareness of the people who helped
shape Franklin County.

Peter Barker was born September 2, 1819 in
Lincoln County, Tennessee, the son of Ambrose
Barker, Jr. (1788-1824) and Jane McClusky
(1794-1857).

Jane appeared on the 1840 census with her four
children in Franklin County, Alabama. In 1850,
Jane was living near Newburg with her children
John Randolph, Mary and Peter. Mary died in
1857 and was buried at Mount Pleasant
Cemetery, Newburg. John Randolph, Mary and
Peter were farming near Newburg in the 1860
census.

When the Civil War began, Peter, 42, enlisted as
a private in the 27th Alabama Infantry Regiment,
organized at Fort Heimen, Tennessee, in 1861.
Companies A, B and G were from Franklin County
[it included present day Colbert County],
Companies C, E and K from Lauderdale County,
Companies D and | from Lawrence County,
Company H from Morgan County, and Company F
from Madison County. Peter quickly rose to the
rank of 1st lieutenant of Company A.

The regiment was ordered to Fort Henry that fell
to Major General Grant on February 6, 1862. The
regiment retired before surrender and was posted
to Fort Donelson which fell to Grant on February

16, 1862. Most of the regiment including Company
A surrendered.

Officers were imprisoned at Johnson Island
near Sandusky, Ohio. It was here on May 23,
1862, that Captain Peter Barker penned this let-
ter to his brother in Alabama, remarkable in its
content and in the sense that it has survived all
these years. The letter was among the papers of
my Grandfather, Dr. Alonzo Graves (1874-1941).

When paroled in September of 1862, some of
the 27th POWs went to Mississippi. Barker
resigned from service because of a bad back.

Peter Barker appeared in the 1880 census with
his brother Randolph and sister Mary. Peter died
on June 22, 1896, and was buried in Mount
Pleasant Cemetery near his mother. He never
married.

A Confederate marker is at his grave.

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned
Motor Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections
32-13-1 through 32-13-8, the following
motor vehicle will be sold for cash at 10:30
a.m., on July 11th, 2020, at M&N Wrecker &
Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South,
Russellville, Al, 35653. Seller reserves the
right to reject any bid and the right to bid.

2015 Nissan Rogue
VIN# KNMAT2MT7FP549304
License Plate 33AV639

2016 Chevrolet Silverado
VIN#1GB4KYC89GF109452
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weekend he took the ferry in Cherokee to his
Bend in the River church, in Florence, AL, where
he served as pastor for 11 years.

His last sermon took place on 24 February 1911
and at its conclusion he stated that he wasn't feel-
ing very well. He never returned.

Ms. Ozbirn, who the previous year with her
daughter searched for Great-Grandmother Sophia
Napier Watkins’ burial spot, found her headstone
and shared the details of her location with
McKnight while he was stateside on bereavement
leave before returning to U.N. duty in Sudan of
2004.

Both theorized that Rev. Fred should have been
buried near his wife. Sophia died 14 August 1917
six years after her preacher husband.

While Ms. Ozbirn’s coat-hanger dousing for
graves approach in 2005 revealed a male buried
in an empty spot to the right of Sophia Napier
Watkins’ headstone bearing Mosaic Templars of
America (MTA) symbolic markings, an African
American Fraternal organization formed in the late
1890s, assigned to the Celess Mullins Chamber
888, Tuscumbia, AL, it took a number of years of
research to zero in on McKnight's Great-
Grandfather’s unmarked grave.

The connecting dots rested with family oral his-
tories, some out of the box thinking and research.

Viney Murphy, (of Keller household fame)
became one of the lead officers of the Mosaic
Templars of America (MTA) and was head of
Tuscumbia’s Celess Mullins 888 Chamber.

As McKnight's Great-Grandfather died in 1911,
followed by Great-Grandmother’s death in 1917,
and having been a subscriber to the MTA’s burial

2

Our Deli is OPEN!
Enjoy our daily
lunch plates and
delicious Hunt
Brothers Pizza.
Call ahead for whole
pizza or large orders

at 205-993-4939.

==

Phil Campbell Chevron now has live
bait (tuffies & shiners), crickets &
worms! We carry artificial bait,
minnow buckets, coolers, life
jackets and we sell BCDA permits.

Phil Campbell

CHEVRON

Byron Fretwell, Manager

Temporary Hours:
__Mon-5at.5 a.m.-8 p.m.
—..\7 Sun.7 a.m.-6 p.m.

‘WATKINS,’ from page 3

insurance fund, instituted
around 1914, because of
the work, church and
organizational relation-
ships Viney and Sophia
shared, Viney took
responsibility to ensure
that Sophia’s burial was
next to kin as the former
Keller household cook
died alone after her
remaining children
migrated to the mid-west.

Viney Murphy died
nearly a year later - 30
October 1918.

“Spiritually ironic,” is
how McKnight often
refers to his mission and
journey to find his family -
both above, and below
ground.

On Friday, 22 May 2020, a headstone unveiling
ceremony was held at 5 p.m. at Tuscumbia’s
Oakwood Cemetery with social distancing execut-
ed as the diverse crowd of “Family and Family,” as
McKnight refers to those that were instrumental to
this ultimate mission success witnessed the
unveiling event from their cars; and for those that
stood, maintained safe distances.

Reverend Fred Lafayette W. Watkins’ headstone
unveiling was carried out by Great-great grand
daughter, Christina Sophia Cobbs of Pensacola
Florida.

The history of Rev. Fred’s life was narrated by
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During a ceremony on Friday, May 22, a headstone was unveiled complet-
ing the journey home for Fred Lafayette W. Watkins.

Tom McKnight, with three preachers Rev. B.J.
Bonner, Rev. David E. Gregg and Rev. Curtis
Russell offering prayer over the site, witnessed by
the matriarch of the family, 95 year old Mrs. Louise
Goodloe Hyler.

The re-celebration event attended by a diverse
community of supporters brought McKnight’s
search full circle in what he refers to as “Great
Medicine Wheel Circle of Life” completion.

109 years after his death, Rev. Fred Lafayette W.
Watkins and Helen Keller family cook, Sophia
Napier Watkins now share the same burial ground
— side by side — together again.

Melame Malone CRNP
and JeaniStowe)|CRNP.

During this uncertain time, be certain
we are here to care for you.
We now offer telehealth
visits when needed.

Call for an appointment
(256) 398-7212 « 14001 Hwy 43

Franklin Shopping Center * Russellville, AL




We Now Carry Jarlin Cabinetry.
1/2-inch Thick Plywood Box

he NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplles free and
low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or a chron-
ic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may also

n
Co n Str u Ct I o n’ C lear Coated be eligibfe. For more inforl’nation, contact NACOLG Seni'oRx today. There is no charge

for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-389-0529 and ask for
Paula Pardue. This program is in partnership with the state of Alabama and Alabama

Natural Maple Finish Interior [Eztsareetics
in a Variety of Colors!

t’s mowing season and time to remove old flowers from the Mount Pleasant
Cemetery on Highway 724 in Newburg. Please do so by the end of May.
Donations are needed for the upkeep of this historic cemetery and may be
mailed to: Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund, 941 Highway 87, Russellville, Al, 35654.
he American Legion Post 64 in Russellville will postpone its May meet-
ings. If you have any questions, please contact Grant Atkins.
Divorced? Separated? We can help. Divorce Care is a weekly seminar/sup-
port group that will help you heal from the hurt. It’s a warm, caring envi-
ronment led by people who understand what you are going through. Learn prac-
tical information and gain hope for your future. Come join us at First Baptist Church,
Colbert Heights, every Wednesday night from March 15 through June 7 from 6-8 p.m.
Church is located at 6000 Woodmont Drive, Tuscumbia, AL 35674. For more informa-
tion, call 256-383-8016 or go online to www.firstcolbertheights.com.
Upcoming 11th graders, the deadline to apply for the Franklin County
Junior Leadership Program has been extended to Friday, June 5th at 4
p.m. Applications including emailed recommendationn forms should be received or post-
marked by June 5th. Applictions are available at the Chamber office, by requesting by
phone (256)-332-1760 or email at info@franklincountychamber.org.
he family of Sid and Dore Hawkins invites you to the annual family
reunion, Saturday, June 6th 10 a.m. at the Spruce Pine Community Center.
Please bring your favorite covered dish and we look forward to seeing you!
veryone is welcome to worship services at Duncan Creek Baptist Church,
3925 Duncan Creek Road, Russellville. Service times are Sunday School
at 10 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. and Bible Study at 5 p.m. Pastor is Bro. Joe Thorn.
hil Campbell Cemetery will hold its annual Decoration on Sunday, June 7.
The Phil Campbell Cemetery Fund is a voluntary organization that sees
after the upkeep of the cemetery. The fund receives no monies from any other entity to
help keep the cemetery maintained. There is more information on the “Friends of Phil
Campbell Cemetery” Facebook page. For those wanting to make a donation, please send
it to Phil Campbell Cemetery Fund, Inc., P.O. Box 419, Phil Campbell, Al., 35581.
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McDowell concert moved to 2021 due to COVID-19 pandemic

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

After it was rescheduled twice, the annual Ronnie McDowell Russellville
birthday concert has been canceled.

Concert Rrganizer Wanda Myrick said McDowell will return March 20, 2021,
for his 30" show in Russellville.

Originally scheduled for March 21, 2020, the concert was moved to May 16
and then June 20 as a result of COVID-19 stay at home orders and safety
concerns.

With the show set in less than a month, Myrick said there was still too much
uncertainty in {P]olding the event. The concert, which was to coincide with
McDowell’'s 70" birthday, was a near sellout, so that posed a problem as to
how to comply with social distancing requirements inside the Roxy Theatre.

“We hated to cancel, but there’s just no way we could do it. And it's already
been moved twice, so we just went ahead and set next year’s date,” Myrick
said.

The McDowell concert is one of the primary fund raisers each year for
Russellville’s historic Roxy Theatre, which is operated by the Franklin County
Arts and Humanities Council.

Tickets already purchased for this year’s concert will be honored for the
March 20, 2021, show, Myrick said. For those wanting a refund on their tick-
ets, contact Myrick at 256-415-3270.

Since America’s stay at home transition began in March, McDowell has per-
formed several concerts on Facebook Live for his fans. He also continues to
paint and his most recent work is a painting of the legendary Jerry Lee Lewis,
called Looking Back At Me.

McDowell’s 20-song album, Country Heaven: Ronnie McDowell and
Friends, will soon be released on Curb Records. It features the Righteous

COURTESY PHOTO
After being rescheduled twice, McDowell’s concert was ultimately

moved to March 20, 2021.
Brothers, John Schneider and other country greats singing duets with
McDowell.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

[/ MedExpress
Red Bay

CARING FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
INFANTS TO ADULTS

WITH A SPECIAL EMPHASIS IN WOMEN'S HEALTH

NUTAREOINIVIENIEN

UEDRWALREINSIWELGON)
Open Monday - Friday | 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
221 HOSPITAL ROAD. | RED BAY | 256.356.8907
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‘APPLICATIONS,’ from page 1

While there are income limitations to qualify for Community Action assis-
tance, Rhodes said that only actual unemployment income, not stimulus
income, is considered. And federal unemployment benefits are not counted,
just what is received from the State of Alabama.

There are also time limitations on how often a person or family may receive
Community Action assistance. Depending on the program, these can be from
one to three years, Rhodes said.

To make the application process with Community Action easier during the
current COVID-19 situation, applications may now be completed online for
utility or housing assistance or picked up at the Russellville office.
Community Action Agency of Northwest Alabama’s website is
WWW.Ccaanw.org.

Another easing of criteria, at least temporarily, comes with the age of chil-
dren in the household to qualify for certain program. Rhodes said.

“If people will contact us we can let them know the age limits we can
accept,” Rhodes said. “We also changed our forms for no income where they
don’t have to be notarized at this time.”

Law Office Rebecca Green ThDITIEISDn
501 North Jackson Awve., Ste. 1, Russellville,

Wood-Thompson Insurance

130 N Jackson Ave. Russellville
256-332-1381
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME + CAR « BUSINESS

Village at Oliver Place
a Apan‘mems & Townhomes
y

Water included starting at:

5 2BR $440 3BR $912

205.993.5005. * Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546

FAMILY PRACTICE
Pediatrics
Ne*-“*~qrn Care

, \2 901

Urgent Care i
Walk-in Clinic
| We are still here! |

* Entrance located on right
side closest to Fred's
* Please excuse our growing pains

No Appointment Needed

13150 Hwy. 43 Suite 10
Russellville, AL

296-331-2v

pPilgrim’
NOW HIRING

(intersection of Hwy. 24 and Hwy. 43)

Pilgrim’s offers Competitive
Wages starting at $12.80/hr.

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision, Vacation,
Holidays, 401K and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Great Team Members at
Pilgrim’s by applying online at
www.pilgrimsusa.com, in person at
our plant located at 2045 Hwy. 244
in Russellville, or at the
Sheffield Career Center.

Pilgrim’s is an Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/VI/D.

Your Opportunity for a Better
Future Begins at Pilgrim’s!



Greer’s DEPENDABLE
HARDWARE

15220A Hwy 43 * Russellville « Behind McDonald’s * 256.331.0123

~ N
Russellville’s

Oldest

Retailer
- J

Dependable
Service Center

Y . ™
Carrying the

tradition for

over 70 years.
J NG J

Your

Hardware

Plumbing

r
P
(]

Electrical
Hand & Power Tools
Lawn & Garden
Grills

Pool Supplies

We Test Water
Paint

Outdoor Power
Equipment .
%
Small Engine

Parts & Service

With Pickup & Delivery

o

Wish.com Local Pick-up

Services

UPS Drop Off

Keys Copied

Hometown Folks e Hometown Service




YARD SALES

Multi-family yard sale.
Friday, June 5th. 7 a.m.-
untill 290 Virginia
Avenue. Lots of clothing
and household items!

Neighborhood yard sale.
Saturday, June 6th. 7
a.m.-until! Hester
Heights Subdivision on
hwy. 43. Multiple fami-
lies. If rain, canceled
until Saturday, June
13th.

Yard sale! Friday and

Russellville!

Compre su
propio negocio!

AMERICAN REALTY, LLC.

Buy a turnkey business today.
Become your own boss!
Call me about this

great opportunity in

Buena oportunidad!

Saturday at the Gateway
Church parking lot. The
church is located on
hwy. 43 in Russellville.
Household items, furni-
ture, clothing (up to 3X),
toys, etc.

Yard sale! Saturday,
June 6th 8a.m.-noon.
520 HWY 77,
Russellville, corner of
hwy 24 & 77. Avon,
household items,
clothes, etc.

AUTO

/ﬁf%mf;

Enrique Aguilar
Realtor/Sales Associate
256-740-2356

9:00am

North Highl
of Christ Fe

Golf Cart For Sale.
$400. Includes tarp and
charger. Call 256-332-
1341. (6)

HELP WANTED

The management of
WMTY television on
Highway 24 West in
Russellville is needing a
load of gravel delivered
to the station. Please
call Bro. Pete at 256-
331-0806. (2)

Need Someone to do
dirt work for a garden.
Also need someone for
roofing repairs. Please
call 256-668-9391.

FOR SALE

Wrought Iron Mailbox
post. Standard type,
$42.95. Standard

deluxe $55. Well built,
look good, and will last.
Will deliver to Tharptown
and Russellville for free.
Other areas $7 fee. No
texts. Call (256)-577-
1632. (3)

HOUSES/
APARTMENTS/
PROPERTY
FOR RENT/SALE

Two Bedroom House for
Rent. 1302 N.
Washington Ave.,
Russellville. $395/mo.
$395/deposit. Must have
first month’s rent and
deposit up front. Call
256-810-3998 or 256-
460-5016. (6)

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

only $10 for six consecu-

—d

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for

sale or rent. $25 for six

consecutive weeks. Up
to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale.
$15 for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

TWO HOUSES
AND THREE
ACRES OF LAND
FOR SALE. 4.5
MILES EAST OF
RUSSELLVILLE.
$199,900.
PLEASE CALL
256-762-6393 OR
256-762-9751.

Call 24/7 to post items you have for sale,
trade, or want to buy. Also, you may
listen to items that have been called in.
There is NO CHARGE for advertising your
noncommercial items.

Dial-A-Deal comes on a
12:00 noon Monday
thru Friday on
WFMH 95.5 FM.
"The Dial-A-Deal
phone number

is really nifty;

Every 3rd Saturday
of eyach month

assif.

tive weeks. Up to 25
words per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items

Under $100 (Private
Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Rhett Bradford, Agent
201 Washington Avenue NW
Russellville, AL 35653
Bus: 256-332-0540
www.insuredbyrhett.com
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00
After Hours & Saturdays

By Appointment

oo StateFarm

1606040

H -
256.332.0255

BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES ¢« PETS * APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED « SERVICES « APPLIANCES « CLOT

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads
exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in
parentheses represents

NG « FURNITURE

the number of times the

ad has appeared. Call
us at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or renew
your ad. Payment is
required in advance of
publication for ads.

A good
neighbor

has your
back.

State Farm
Bleomington, IL

Life's a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company more
people have trusted for

90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

In the battle against COVID-19,

City Councilman Gary Cummings

Saurday, e 20

.11:00am
ands Church
llowship Hall

reminds you to B-SAFE!

B - BE smart to
S « STOP the spread of COVID-19.
A - Be ADAMANT with hand washing

and social distancing.

in a public setting.

F « FACEMASK. Use one when out

E - EVALUATE your surroundings and

be vigilant that people around you
are using these precautions.

Let's all
B-SAFE
together!



Have a Sports
Story?

Brady Petree, Executive Editor
franklinfreepress @yahoo.com

Brady Petree
Sports Editor 256.332.0255

Nichols optimistic
for inaugural RBHS
volleyabll season

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RED BAY - It's always a challenge when a pro-
gram is made from scratch. Whether it's the first
year for an expansion team in professional sports
or the first year for a particular sport in college,
there are some difficulties along the way.

In high school sports, that sentiment rings true
as well.

One of the biggest challenges with building a
new sports program from the ground up is the con-
cern over participation for the sport.

As Red Bay began to prepare for their first sea-
son with a volleyball program, there initially was
some concern over the amount of talent head
coach Shane Nichols would have to work with.
However, those concerns would evaporate as
more and more students came out as interested in
playing this season.

‘I knew there was a lot of interest within the
school at one point but | wasn’t sure where it ulti-
mately stood,” Nichols said. “People then started
approaching me asking me if | wanted to be a part
of it and | was on board with it. | then had kids
coming up to me asking when tryouts were going
to be and all these other questions and | knew
right then that this was something that was going
to happen and that people were in support of it.”

While it might be the inaugural season for the
Red Bay volleyball program, you would think that
the program had been a dynasty for the past
decade if you take one look at the number of stu-
dents interested in joining the team.

Nichols says that close to 70 girls expressed
interest in joining the volleyball program in its first
season. Not only has Nichols and the team
received an outpouring of support from within the
Red Bay school system, but within the city of Red
Bay as well.

“Last year they had come up with a list of about
70 students that had some kind of interest in join-
ing the team and while we haven’t been able to
hold tryouts yet, | think we’re confident that there’s
still a lot of interest,” Nichols said. “The support
we’'ve gotten from our community has been out-
standing. We started a Facebook page and
through that we’ve been able to reach close to
1200 people. From our parks and rec department
with Dean Hubbard who we have been talking
with, to our mayor, Charlene Fancher who has
been excited about the program, to our board

See ‘VOLLEYBALL,’ page 13

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Getting back to work

After nearly three months waiting for the approval from state officials to get back
to action, coaches across Franklin County are gearing up for summer practices

—————

COURTESY PHOTO

Across Franklin County, head coaches like John Ritter (above) have been waiting for close
to three months to get back onto the field and make up for lost time.

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

As the COVID-19 pandemic swept across the
world and put life as we know it on hold, sports
understandably took a backseat amidst the chaos.
After nearly three months of no sports across the
high school landscape in Alabama, football fields
are becoming the gateway back into normalcy as
the world continues to recover and push forward
through the pandemic.

Once state officials gave the okay for sports to
come back on June 1st, head coaches across
Franklin County wasted no time getting both their
football and safety plans together for summer
practices to begin.

Russellville head coach John Ritter and Phil
Campbell head coach Kevin Barnwell are just two
of many coaches across the state that are begin-
ning to be able to get back to work beginning this
week in hopes that when the fall rolls around, foot-
ball will be played under the Friday night lights.

For Ritter and the Golden Tigers, the beginning
of their return to normalcy began on Tuesday.
However, once players return to the facilities on
campus, they will notice some changes to the way
practices are conducted.

“We’re working in small groups with everyone six
feet apart and we’re following all of the state
guidelines so that we can be safe and practice effi-

ciently. We’re taking temperatures when the guys
come to practice, and we’re wearing masks as
well just trying to be as safe as possible, Ritter
said. “Luckily we're blessed with amazing facili-
ties and larger facilities where we’re able to do
things normally while still maintaining that impor-
tant distance.”

While these changes might pose a small distrac-
tion in the beginning, Ritter is confident that his
players will be in the right mindset once they step
foot on the field.

“l fully expect our guys to be ready to come in
here ready to work extremely hard and be detailed
about what they need to be doing in order to get
back up to where we need them to be,” Ritter
said. “Everything these guys do is detailed and
they know that. Even the younger guys we have
coming up know what to expect when they come
to practice. | know everyone is raring to go and
excited to be back.”

The amount of players that will report to summer
practices is still up in the air according to Ritter but
based on the initial feedback he’s gotten from both
players and coaches, it seems as though there will
be no shortage of talent on the field once practices
begin.

“As of right now we’re planning for 100 kids to
come out but we anticipate that there could be
close to 120 kids coming out once all of this gets

See ‘WORK’ page 12



Why?

CUnited States®

ensus
2020

Why is the Census important to me or my family?

The Census affects the amount of funding that Franklin County receives and
how the community plans for the future along with representation in govern-
ment. The data from the 2020 Census will be used for:

« Public services and funding for schools, hospitals and fire departments.

« Planning for businesses, new homes and
improvement in neighborhoods.

+ Determine how many seats Alabama is all
located in the House of Representatives.

How is Census data used for
public housing in Russellville/
Franklin County?
Our subsidy is calculated from demo-
graphics of our area, family size,
ethnicity, income are areas of consider-
ation.

Deborah Freeman,
Russellville Housing
Authority Inc., Executive
Director

Please list public housing in Russellville/Franklin County where
federal funds were/are used?
We have 4 complexes Eastside, Westside, Washington and Engle
Plaza.

If residents of Russellville/Franklin County do not fill out their
Census 2020 form how will this impact public housing in Russell-
ville/ Franklin County?

If our residence fail to complete the census it could affect the
amount of funding we receive.
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‘WORK,’ from page 11

going and of course
we’'re still going to do this
in small groups with play-
ers coming at different
times and all of that.
We’re going to work
extremely hard, but we're
also going to be working
extremely smart as well,”
Ritter said.

Across the county in
Phil Campbell, Barnwell
is spending his days
making sure his players
are getting back up to
where they need to be in
terms of training, while
doing so in a safe man-
ner.

“Prior to the pandemic, |
was going to do two dif-
ferent workout times for
our guys that work and
for those that don’t and
we decided just to carry
that over to now. So we
put them in groups and
we did a few drills today
(Monday) which was a lit-
tle difficult because we
didn’t use a football,”
Barnwell said. “It turned
out that we had groups of
five with no more than 6
in one group. Our
emphasis is to stay six

43 Wash N sngn

COURTESY PHOTO

Barnwell (above) and his staff are taking neces-
sary safety precautions to move forward with
practicing.

See ‘WORK,’ Page 14

31 Vincent Dr.
Just off Hwy 43
across from

Russellville
Fire Department

Laundromat/Lavanderia
|~ I |

Open 7
days a week
6:00 a.m. -

256.332.7279
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‘VOLLEYBALL,' from page 11

member Kacey Johnston who has been talking closely with us about it so
she’s excited and it's great to see this level of support so early on.”

According to Nichols, after the initial meeting held on Monday night to dis-
cuss initial plans with parents and players, he was able to get a good idea as
to how many players would be trying out later this summer.

Nichols received word that he got the head coaching job in mid-February.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic ending school earlier than anticipated,
there was no time for tryouts, leaving Nichols and his potential group of
players waiting for July 27th to find out who will make the inaugural team.

Having no prior volleyball coaching experience, this first season will be a

learning point for
both Nichols and his
players. o

“Learning the
| Pest Solutions
it and things like that
is really what we're / yayyr:
going to try to do this - g
first year so that way
we can start building
on that for future
teams,” Nichols
said. “We've had
some of our younger
players participate in
our city league and
so the future is
bright. But we just
really need to focus PeSt & MoquI'o
on our strategy, our
technique, and just

playing the game the c ' I

right way and once on ro

we do that, | think

we’'ll be in good 256-332-4008
shape.”

We’re here for your
essential needs, like
gas, fresh-cooked food

and snacks and drinks!
] Openi24 hours!
Fast, Friendly Service
from|Eolks: You Know.

Bowling
Family Medical
Clinic

Bowling Family Medical Clinic

* Minor Injury Treatment
* In-Office Minor Procedures
* Routine Checkups
= * X-Ray On Site
* No Appointment Needed
* Flu Shots

“We Welcome Walk-Ins!”

Mon. - Thurs. 8 - 6
\\ Friday 8-12 - Sunday 1-5

Se Habla Espaiiol!

;: 1369-A George Wallace Hwy
Littleville

256-333-4118

13518 nghway 43

Russellville
Callfahead for:Deli
@rdersiati
256-398-8448

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance

Mail Order Delivery*
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‘WORK,’ from page 12

feet apart and clean each piece of equipment after we use it.”

Other changes have been made in terms of the facilities that Barnwell and
his players are able to use as well. One of the changes includes moving the
weight room outside so that players can be properly distanced while building
up their strength and conditioning in a proper setting.

“We put up weight stations out in the parking lot so that our guys can still
get their work in and also do it in a clean open area. We are focusing less on
the amount of weight that our players are doing but more on the technique
and getting the right form,” Barnwell said.

Barnwell says that his players are in a good mindset even though there is
quite a bit of work to do to get back into top shape.

“We’ve got some work to do no doubt. But our guys are excited. They
know the work that goes into this and they know what to do to get better.
We live in a society where people prefer comfort over being disciplined
enough to look into the future and see what | need to do to get better as

opposed to just being
comfortable in the
moment,” Barnwell said.

“It's much better to feel . .. .
some discomfort now and The Franklin County Commission will

get to reap the benefits of| accept applications for the following posi-
an achievement later dur- tion: Animal Control Technician in the
ing the season instead of |  Franklin County Commission Office until
realizing disappointment 12:00 PM on Wednesday, June 10, 2020.
during the seasor. | tell An application and job description may be
my guys to give it all you . .
can over these next six picked up, faxed or emailed upon request
months. Not for me, but from the Franklin County Commission
for their teammates Office, located at 405 N. Jackson Ave.,
because they are the Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Franklin County is an equal opportuni-

Job Opportunity

ones that are out there

putting in the work every-
day. We do that, and
we’ll be where we want

ty employer and does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age or disability in the employment

to be when the season or the provision of services.

rolls around.”

Shoals Primary Care
in Sheffield Welcomes

Jodilyn
Jelsema, MD
Primary Care

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED « MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Dr. Jelsema is
Welcoming New Patients
Call Today 256-386-4473

342 Cox Boulevard
Shefhield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

g
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits or Telehealth
visits by phone or Facetime.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

N DRUGS

In Phil camphell! 205-993-4554

3145 Hwy 237

Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield



BUSINESS DIRECT RY

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255

MOWING

- A“. Fre
Ny Esnmates

© MOWING « TRIMM NG censed

MULCHING ¢ CLEANING LEAVING
HEDGING & SHRUBS ¢+ EDGING

PEST CONTROL

PREDATOR

“The Insect Predator”
Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

A 1
Franklin County District Attor: nev
) 256 332 8870 256 710 4713

MASSAGE

REWARD YOURSELF OR
SOMEONE YOU.
LOVE

\

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St

Russellville ‘

Housing Authority
Incorporated

Personcl Touch Fitness

Personal Training; & Rehab;

= e i

7
7AN

256-668-2844,

Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counseling

Rlckgyfs mith

Fitness Specialist

PETS

Daycare, Boarding & Grooming
@G@b 1140 Ronnie McDowell Ave Sg3

Behind Pizza Hut

| 5 0 %<3 256398-8112 Ity

9

franklinfreepress.net
LAN DSCAPING

v

MAILBOX ¢ SMARTPHONE » TABLET * COMPUTER * RA!

;

Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
4 Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 11:00

Everyone is invited to join us for
this special time of worship.

PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org

(256) 332-8811

SWAP SHOP

Call 24/7 to post items you have for sale,

trade, or want to buy. Also, you may
listen to items that have been called

in. There is NO CHARGE for

470 advertising your
e noncommercial items.
0’ Dial-A-Deal comes on
at 12:00 noon Monday

3 thru Friday on WFMH 95.5 FM.

"The Dial-A-Deal phone number

is really nifty; just remember
256-331-51 50."

\q.

LINFREEPRES

A\

e ——



Dear Residents of Franklin County:

We all love calling Franklin County home because of its com-
munity and civic minded residents who are concerned about
this wonderful community as much as we are. Many resi-
dents often ask what can | do to make a difference? In 2020,
you can make a difference and shape Franklin County’s future
by joining other Franklin County residents and filling out the
2020 Census.

Our community will benefit the most when the Census counts
everyone. When you respond to the Census, you help
Franklin County get its fair share of the more than $675 billion
per year in federal funds spent on schools, hospitals, roads,
public works and other vital programs. Some of the most rec-
ognizable programs in Franklin County are: School Breakfast
and Lunch Programs, SNAP, Afterschool Care, School
Nurses, Computers and Chromebooks, Early Childhood
Education, Economic Development, Emergency Management,
Public Housing, Roads and Bridges, just to name a few! The
2020 Census will also affect redistricting in the State of
Alabama Legislature and will determine the number of seats
Alabama gets in the U.S. House of Representatives on the

national level.

Filling out the 2020 Census only takes a few minutes but the

impact will shape the future of Franklin County. The 2020
Census form is very simple; you can fill it out online, by phone
or mail. For more information concerning the 2020 Census

visit, www.mycensus.gov or call 1-844-330-2020.
Yours respectfully,

Franklin County Commission
Judge Barry Moore, Chairman
District 1- Commissioner Chris Wallace District 2-
Commissioner Jason Miller District 3- Commissioner Rayburn
Massey District 4- Commissioner David Hester

Town of Hodges
Mayor Joyce Sadd
District 1- Councilman Tim Atkinson
District 2 — Councilwoman Zelma Nichols
District 3 —Councilwoman Lisa Keller
District 4 —Councilwoman Ashley Pharr
District 5- Councilman Jeremy McGraw

Town of Phil Campbell
Mayor Steve Bell

Place 1- Councilman Mike McQuary Place 2- Councilman
Danny Brown Place 3- Councilman Eddie Barton Place 4-
Councilwoman Lynn Landers Place 5- Councilman Jim

Cartee

Franklin County Schools
Greg Hamilton, Superintendent

Russellville City Schools
Heath Grimes, Superintendent

City of Red Bay
Mayor Charlene Fancher
Place 1-Councilman Mike Kennedy
Place 2- Councilman Jarod Massey
Place 3- Councilman Herbert Trulove
Place 4- Councilman Jason Vinson
Place 5- Councilman Brad Bolton

City of Russellville
Mayor David Reed Grissom
District 1-Councilman David Palmer
District 2- Councilman William Nale
District 3- Councilman Gary Cummings
District 4- Councilman Arthur Elliott
District 5- Councilman Jamie Harris

Town of Vina
Mayor D W Franklin
Place 1- Councilwoman Renea Chandler

Place 2- Councilman Jeff McAlister Place 3- Councilman
Dewayne Raper Place 4- Councilwoman Lula Abston

Place 5- Councilwoman Denieta Cantrell

ALAGAMA ~
HITTBY
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