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 One of my closest friends 
was honored this week as 
a Yellow Rose of Texas 
recipient. That sounded 
fabulous to me, and well 
deserved! And so I won-
dered what that meant, 
on behalf of Enola Gay 
Mathews, a local radio 
celebrity and someone 
known as a friend to all 
in our town and county. 
I googled it and here’s 
what I found out.
 Inside the Hopkins 
County Courthouse on 
Monday June 8, 2020, by 
Hopkins County Judge 
Robert Newsom and be-
fore a packed courtroom, 
Enola was presented 
with The Yellow Rose of 
Texas Award as well as a 

Hopkins County procla-
mation. The Yellow Rose 
of Texas is actually  a 
commission given by the 
Governor. According to 
my search, it is an honor-
ary commission conferred 
by the Governor of Texas 
to Texas women for ex-
ceptional community ser-
vice. It was inaugurated 
in 1957 by Governor Al-
lan Shivers, to be given 
in honor of those who 
have demonstrated out-
standing volunteer and 
community service. Since 
2015, Governor Greg 
Abbot has conferred the 
honor to more than 400 
Texas women, “under 
the laws of Texas with 
all rights, privileges and 
emoluments appertain-
ing to said office”. It is 
the State’s highest honor 
for women. With all that 
said, I agree that my 
friend deserves it!
  More than ten years ago, 
I asked Enola if she would 
write a regular weekly 
column for this publica-
tion. She accepted, and 
because of her love of 
Western music and life-
style, she called it “At the 
Corral Gate”. Through 

the article, she has taken 
readers to the Bob Wills 
Day Festival in Turkey, 
Texas, to a rowdy Green-
ville, Texas, concert by 
Ray Benson and Asleep 
at the Wheel, and to the 
streets and points of in-
terest in Cowtown, Fort 
Worth, Texas. And even 
before that, back in 2001, 
when she visited Wash-
ington DC and attended 
the Black Tie and Boots 
Ball of Geoge W. Bush, 
she brought the sights 
home to us. Through her 
writing, we’ve gone with 
her to horse auctions 
and farmers markets and, 
once, to the home stables 
of world-famous Clydes-
dales. When she rides 

in parades as a member 
of the Hopkins County 
Sheriff’s Posse, she shares 
photos of the mounted 
posse. With her, we’ve 
toured the lovely and 
genteel Matador Hotel 
located near the mighty 
Matador Ranch, as well 
as the Supply House 
Store located on the 4 
Sixes Ranch at Guth-
rie, Texas where “horses 
with a history” are raised. 
That quaint retail offers 
everyday items plus luxu-
ries ranging from tailored 
goods to fresh fruit, and 
is a functioning old-fash-
ioned general store! Dur-
ing Enola’s years of asso-
ciation with the Academy 
of Western Artists, she 

was a presenter as well as 
a recipient of honors and 
awards at that glitzy Ft. 
Worth showcase. When 
Winnsboro, Texas, start-
ed their first Cowboy Po-
etry Gathering in 2019, 
she was asked to marshal 
the impressive talent line-
up of poets, storytellers 
and musicians.
  In an ongoing role with 
the Ms. Hopkins County 
Senior Classic Pageant, 
a prestigious recogni-
tion and celebration of 
“the changing face of ag-
ing”, she shares her cre-
ative skills with Karon 
Weatherman to shine a 
spotlight on the talented 
and deserving population 
of senior-age women in 
Hopkins County, Texas. 
And there’s more! For a 
decade, her fundraising 
Crockpot Chili Contest 
each winter financed the 
summertime National 
Day of the American 
Cowboy and provided 
dutch oven cooking, live 
Western music and gun-
fighter re-enactments for 
the entertainment of all 
who attended. Basically 
from 1990 til 2020, Eno-
la’s spirit of volunteerism 

has placed her as a judge 
of parades, pageants and 
cooking contests and as 
moderator of local politi-
cal forums. In another fo-
rum, her fondness for live 
music, especially Western 
and country, allowed her 
to host fledgling musi-
cians and established art-
ists on her own stage, the 
Reilly Springs Jamboree 
since 1995. That’s when 
she revived the once-
popular local country 
stage show that had gone 
by the wayside. Today, 
she sings and performs 
along with her band Run-
ning Creek and invited 
guests on a monthly basis, 
and entertains in an old-
ies duo with Mike Shing 
as Sentimental Journey 
for parties and seasonal 
events. And these are just 
some of the things I can 
remember that Enola has 
stepped forward to do in 
our community.
 I want to personally 
thank Judge Robert New-
som and Hopkins County 
Commissioners, Karon 
Weatherman, Eno-
la’s children and many 
friends who were present 
to share her joy, and to 
the merchants who do-
nated flowers, coffee and 
donuts, and other servic-
es for the occasion. I’m 
happy to celebrate Enola 
Gay Mathews as a Yellow 
Rose of Texas because 
she represents the loving 
and caring women of our 
state who generously ex-
tend their unique talents 
and skills for the better-
ment of the communities 
where they live. 

Enola Gay Mathews Receives The Highest Award
Given To A Woman From The State Of Texas
By Joy Wilson

Top Row left, Clay Bounds, Bobbi Row-
land, Enola Gay Mathews, Garland 
Hayes, Grandchildren, Twins Cypress 
and Bo Garst, and Brother Dakx. 

Karon Weatherman with Enola 
Gay Mathews Enola Gay Mathews with Judge 

Robert NewsomEnola Gay Mathews in 
Dairy Festival Parade
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Open daily Hwy. 154 
South Fruit Stand. Lots of 
great food, fesh tomatoes, 
all kinds of jams, jellies, 
salsa, honey, ribbon cane 
syrup and homemade 
fried pies. Hope to see 
you there!                     (tf)
                      
FOR SALE: 2 burial plots 
at Restlawn Cemetery. 
$1,200 each. Call 903-348-
5820.                                      tf

FOR SALE: 2017 RV, 38’ 
long, 3 slides, 2 air condi-
tioners, 1 fireplace. Nice, 
smoke free and no pets 
inside. Kept in a garage. 
$23,900. 903-439-7965 or 
903-491-1618.                 tf

FREE Dogs & Cats: 
Chiweenies puppies.  1 
black lab. Black Lab 
puppies, 1 Great Dane, 
1 Pit Bull. These are all 
free to a good home. 
Please call 903-431-4398                      
tf
FOR SALE: Chest type 
freezer. $300. Like new. 
Call 903-450-2672. Green-
ville, Tx.                            tf
FOR SALE: 65” Sony 
wide screen projection 
TV. $150. Call 903-348-
5820.                              tf

WILL PAY someone $100 
to cut and haul off 2 fallen 
trees. Call 903-348-5820.

Real Estate

Autos Wanted

Miscellaneous

EmploymentMiscellaneousMiscellaneous

Real Estate

FARMERS, LANDSCAP-
ERS or GARDENERS, did 
you or a loved one use 
Roundup Weed Killer and 
were diagnosed with NON-
HODGKINS LYMPHOMA 
(Cancer)? You may be enti-
tled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles Johnson    
1- 800-535-5727              (tf)

LAND FOR SALE by 
owner.  35 acres north 
Hopkins County. Call 
903-862-3279.             (tf)

FOR SALE: 4 tires & 
wheels. 285/50R20. 
Vogue White Walls. 903-
348-4949.                     (tf)

FOR SALE: 2006 Chrys-
ler 300 - for parts or as is. 
903-491-1618 or 903-439-
7965.   (tf)

GREAT PRICES -  LIKE NEW ITEMS!
CALL 903-348-5820

FOR SALE: Maple 
double dresser & mirror. 
$75. 2 TV stands. $25 
each.  Hardrock maple 
dining table with 6 chairs  
&  2 leafs.   PRICE 
REDUCED to $300. 

FOR SALE: NEW 2015 
GMC Sierra Mirrors, 
electric. $350.  NEW 2018 
GMC Acadia Denali Grill 
$350. 

FOR SALE: Whirlpool 
clothes dryer. $100 
Good Condition.  White. 
903-348-5820

REDUCED! FOR SALE: 
Marble blue & white 
shower stall, 3 ft. wide x 
4 ft long x 7 ft. tall. Whirl-
pool tub 40” x 72”, 2 
sink vanity, 5’ long x 21” 
wide. All fixtures $600. 

EMPLOYMENT:  House
leveling. Mobile home 
releveling, foundation 
repair. Call 903-456-
6927.                             tf

Miscellaneous

Sales & Service
Residential ~ Commercial

903-438-1970
903-348-6170

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

877-381-3271
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/network

Walk-In Tubs

✔  Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience
✔  Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
✔  Patented Quick Drain® Technology
✔  Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, 

INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard

✔  44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE!
Savings Include an American 
Standard Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

Miscellaneous

C A R S / T R U C K S 
WANTED!!!  All 
Makes/Models 2002-
2019! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. 
Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Na-
tionwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-520-
7938

OLD GUITARS WANT-
ED!! GIBSON, FEND-
ER, MARTIN, Etc. 
1930’s to 1980’s. TOP 
DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-
8277

Applying for Social 
Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 
Claim?  Call Bill Gor-
don & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability At-
torneys, 1-855-498-
6323! FREE Consulta-
tions. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide (Mail: 2420)

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

DISH Network $59.99 
For 190 Channels! Add 
High Speed Internet for 
ONLY $19.95/month. 
Call Today for $100 
Gift Card! Best Value 
& Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-
837-9146 (some restric-
tions apply)
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CLASSIFIED ADS   Cont.   . . . . . . . . 

MiscellaneousMiscellaneous

Become a Published 
Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submis-
sions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distri-
bution Call for Your 
Free Author’s Guide 
1-877-626-2213

ACORN STAIRLIFT!  
Call now for $250 OFF 
your stairlift purchase 
and FREE DVD & bro-
chure!  1-866-471-1334

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 888-
609-2189

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for [350+ ] 
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance -NOT 
just a discount plan. 
[Don’t wait!] Call now! 

Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-877-
308-2834 www.den-
tal50plus.com/cadnet 
#6258

Two great new of-
fers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get 
the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone 
with AT&T’s Buy one, 
Give One. While sup-
plies last! CALL 1-866-
565-8452 or www.
freephonesnow.com//
cadnet

Answers On Pg. 10

Miscellaneous
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 Obits
Sandra Joan Stewart Parker 
Graveside services for Sandra Joan Stewart Parker, age 84, of Sulphur Springs, were held at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, June 2, 2020 
at Ridgeway Cemetery with Rev. Steve Cook officiating.
Pallbearers were Seth Stout, Tyler Stout, Spencer Thurman, Blake Stewart, Adam Stewart, and Mike Parker. Honorary 
pallbearers were Keith Stewart, Tony Stewart, Spencer Hinkle, David Robinson, and the Wesleyean Sunday School Class. 
Visitation was held from 12:00 noon to 5 p.m., Monday, June 1, 2020 at West Oaks Funeral Home. Sandra passed away on 
Saturday, May 30, 2020 at her residence.
She was born on March 29, 1936 in Oakland, TX, the daughter of Willis and Susie Edith Casey Stewart. Sandra and her 
husband owned and operated City RV Center. She was a member of Wesley Methodist Church.

She is survived by daughters, Tina Stout and husband Robert of Sulphur Springs, Didi Thurman and husband Logan of Sulphur Springs, 
brothers, Rick Stewart and wife Rebecca of Holly Lake, Ronnie Stewart and wife Betty of Mesa, AZ, and grandchildren, Seth Stout and fiance 
Megan McCoy of Sulphur Springs, Tyler Stout of Sulphur Springs, Spencer Thurman of Sulphur Springs, Allie Thurman of Sulphur Springs, 
Mattie Thurman of Sulphur Springs.
She was preceded in death by her husband, James Oliver Parker, her parents, brother, Dwight Stewart, and father and mother in laws, Freeman 
and Carrie Parker. In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to Wesley United Methodist Church, 614 Texas St., Sulphur Springs, TX 75482. 
Arrangements were under the direction of West Oaks.  Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

Thomas Mark Ramey
Thomas Mark Ramey, 63, of Sulphur Springs, Texas passed away June 1, 2020. He was born September 28, 1956 to Peggy Jo 
Myre Ramey and the late William Carl Ramey. Mark was born in Houston and raised in Sulphur Springs. He graduated from 
Sulphur Springs High School, attended East Texas State University in Commerce and received his degree in dentistry from the 
University of Texas Dental School in Houston. Thomas opened his dental practice in Dallas and served his patients for 15 years.
In school, Mark was an exceptional athlete, and his love for sports carried on through his sons. Mark never missed a game 
that Jordan or Jared played in.
He is loved and will be missed by his mother Peggy of Sulphur Springs; sons Jordan Ramey of Leander, Texas and Jared Ramey 
and wife Chelsea of Sulphur Springs; grandchildren Kyler and Kam Ramey of Sulphur Springs

Visitation was held Saturday, June 6th from 10:00am-12:00pm at First Baptist Church Sulphur Springs in the chapel. There will be a private 
family memorial service in lieu of a public funeral.

Rex Hargrave
Rex Hargrave, 80, went to his eternal rest on June 3, 2020 at Meadow Lake Senior Living in Tyler, Texas. 
He was born in Sulphur Springs, Texas on February 10, 1940 to Johnnie B. and Fay Watkins Hargrave. He married Elisabeth Janhsen in 1972. 
Their lives have been blessed by two caring daughters and four precious grandchildren. Rex worked with the V.F. Corporation for 38 years. 
Before his retirement in 1999 he served as plant manager for the H.D. Lee Company in Sulphur Springs and Lebanon, Missouri. After his 
retirement he enjoyed golfing with friends. Rex was a lifelong member of the Methodist church.
He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Beth. Also surviving are his daughters: Melissa Day and her husband, Chris; Kelley Garles and her 
husband Andy. His grandchildren, Rex Day, Gracie Day, Madeline Garles, and Jaxon Garles were especially dear to him.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
A private family burial service will be held. Memorials may be made to the Tira Cemetery Association. Funeral arrangements are under the 
direction of Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home of Sulphur Springs, Texas.  

Diane Gladys Courson
Diane Gladys Courson went Home to be with the Lord on Thursday May 28th ,2020. It was sudden and unexpected, but the Lord said it was 
time. Mom was a loving mother and ‘gamma’ to her two daughters, five grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren. She made friends easily 
and made many through her years of employment in Sulphur Springs with Sand Point and Ocean Spray. Those were people and times she 
remembered fondly.
Diane was born in Seattle Washington, on November 30th ,1941, to Carl and Polly Norman. She married J.L. ‘Jack’ Courson in San Diego 
California, while he was stationed there as a Marine, on August 20th ,1963. After his time had been served in the military, they moved back to 
Como Tx, where Jack was from, and raised their two daughters there. Those left behind to cherish her memories are her brothers, Jim Norman 
and wife Tammy, David Norman, her sisters, Jill Norman, Colleen Koch, daughters, Donna Berry and husband Ronnie, Jamie Carpenter, 
granddaughters, Randall Smith and husband Jared, Kasi St John and husband Justin and their children Benton and Clayton, grandsons, Beau 
Carpenter, Eric Urda and his children Presley and Lexton, Miranda Hume and her husband Kobi and their son Joseph. Diane is also survived 
by many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her husband Jack, her parents and her two brothers, John and Bob Norman.
There will be a small private memorial to be held in Blue Ridge Tx at the end of this month.
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**STOP STRUGGLING 
ON THE STAIRS**  
Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  
Call now for $250 OFF 
your stairlift purchase 
and FREE DVD & bro-
chure!  1-866-471-1334

HughesNet Satel-
lite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. FAST 
download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE 
Standard Installation 
for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 
1-855-973-9254

Stay in your home 
longer with an Ameri-
can Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, includ-
ing a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on 
the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-855-
481-3969 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/
national

Eliminate Gutter Clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-402-
0373

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Car-
peting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-855-404-2366

Cross country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Dis-
tance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long 
distance move. 1-844-
452-1706

HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-
Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built 
in!  FREE Standard In-
stallation for lease cus-
tomers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-855-973-9254

Wants to purchase min-
erals and other oil and 
gas interests. Send de-
tails to P.O. Box 13557 
Denver, Co. 80201

Classified Ads   cont.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

Place In Want To Buy

Late Othal Brand, 20-year 
Mayor in McAllen, TX

THE IDLE AMERICAN

          Behold, the Onion…
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury

   Describing the onion 
as a “lowly vegetable” 
didn’t set well with the 
late Othal Brand, for 
20 years the McAllen, 
TX, mayor who cleared 
many hurdles during 
his 90-year earthly pil-
grimage. 
 His beloved Rio 
Grande Valley is now 
a world center for veg-
etables in general and 
for onions in particu-
lar.
  Ever restless and ever 
persuasive, Brand of-
ten lacked patience, 
his shirt sleeves already 
rolled halfway up to 
take on whoever or 
whatever stood in the 
way.

*****
   Lesser figures might 
have “let onions be,” 
but Brand always be-
lieved these veggies--
pointed to regularly as 
reasons for bad breath 
and weeping--could 
be larger, sweeter and 
longer lasting if scien-
tific minds were chal-
lenged. 
  He made frequent 
visits to Texas A&M 
University, where he 
provided cash for se-

rious research.  Even 
though he prodded, it 
took a decade for the 
development of an 
onion whose sweet-
ness trumped “bad 
breath” issues, and 
longstanding weeping 
at the chopping block 
morphed to tears of 
joy.
  Industry leaders say 
that Brand’s efforts un-
questionably led to in-
troduction of the Texas 
Super Sweet 1015 On-
ion. That’s a mouthful, 
with the numbers in-
dicative of the prefer-
able date for planting, 
October 15.

*****
  Dying at age 90 al-
most a decade ago, 
Brand might have had 
a “say” about use of 
onions at today’s fast 
food places. Never 
turning down a chal-
lenge, Brand left his 
mark on “things good” 
in the Rio Grande 
Valley and through-
out Texas. (Ever op-
timistic, he made a 
final “run” to become 
McAllen’s mayor again 
at age 85, losing in a 
close race.)
  I intend to get per-
sonal about most ham-
burgers made today. 
They are, as my friend 
David Gumfory main-
tains, “typically assem-
bly line productions.”
   When Burger King 
introduced its prom-
ise to “make it your 
way” in 1974, I hoped 
it would restore a “yes-
terday tradition.” It 
didn’t.

*****

  My wife wouldn’t 
think of eating on-
ions on a burger if 
she planned to be in 
the company of oth-
ers within the next 72 
hours. I feel generally 
the same way, but for 
72 minutes.
   We’ve compromised-
-a recommended re-
course for marriages 
reaching 54 years and 
more. 
   Her approval is grant-
ed if I order GRILLED 
ONIONS on my burg-
er; sometimes she even 
“dittoes” the order.

*****
  So what’s my beef? 
No matter which drive-
through I’m in, there’s 
no evidence of onions-
-in any form--inside 
my burger.
  David, 40-year vet-
eran owner of fast food 
places, recommends 
hamburger consump-
tion during daytime 
hours for best results. 
“Yell into the speaker, 
hoping the manager is 
standing nearby and 
overhears.”
  Back in the day, he 
emphasized to his em-
ployees: “Our answer is 
‘yes.’ Now, what was 
the question?”.

*****
 Not until our later 
elementary years did 
Dairy Queen come 
along. They were ini-
tially “walk-ins,” with 
orders placed “eyeball 
to eyeball.” With voice, 
facial expressions and 
sometimes friendly 
threats, we typically 
got EXACTLY what 
we ordered.
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