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Megan Leong, Director of the San Jose
Branch of Zoomers to Boomers.

Zoomers to Boomers
offers free grocery
delivery to Covid-19
high risk group 

M
egan Leong, a high school
senior, is Director of the San
Jose Branch of the non‐prof‐

it Zoomers to Boomers and has
recently expanded the reach of the
organization to the South Bay Area.  

For those who are in a high risk
group of Covid‐19, you can qualify
for free grocery deliveries from the
non‐profit Zoomers to Boomers. 

This relativity new non‐profit is
an organization of volunteers under
thirty, who deliver groceries to the
elderly and immunocompromised
with a free delivery fee. The areas
served include: San Jose, Saratoga,
Campbell, Willow Glen, Cupertino,
Los Gatos, and Santa Clara through
the San Jose page on the website
zoomerstoboomers.com.

“Our goal is to keep those high‐
risk groups safe and flatten the
curve,” said Megan. “We want to
help as many people as possible
with orders delivered within two
days after submitting a grocery list.”  

Editor’s note: Zoomers to Boomers
operates Monday‑Saturday, there
are not deliveries on Sunday.  Any
order made before 5 p.m. will be deliv‑
ered within two business days. Due
to the high volume of requests, please
only make one order per week. Visit:
zoomertoboomers.com and click on
the San Jose order icon. 

By Lorraine Gabbert
Almaden Times

V
olunteers — including Alma‐
den residents — are stepping
up during the coronavirus

pandemic, helping those on the
front lines, as well as those isolat‐
ed at home.

As sheltering in place caused a
dramatic decrease in volunteers,
especially at food banks, organiza‐
tions like #CaliforniansForAll, Com‐

pass Collective and Doing Good
Together created guidelines for get‐
ting involved, including virtual vol‐
unteering. Almaden Country
School, which has a rich history of
community service, provided
essential supplies to nurses and
doctors.

#CaliforniansForAll
Led by Chief Service Officer, Josh

Fryday, California Volunteers con‐
nects volunteers with service
organizations. The #Californians‐
ForAll initiative, launched in
response to the COVID‐19 pan‐
demic, builds on the efforts of Cal‐
ifornia Volunteers to match vol‐
unteers with high‐priority volun‐
teer opportunities.

Governor Gavin Newsom
launched #CaliforniansForAll as a
volunteering approach to “captur‐
ing that spirit of generosity, the
spirit of contribution… so people
can share their action and passion
in a more deliberative and ulti‐
mately a more impactful way.”

According to Fryday, the impor‐
tance of service and volunteering
now is especially critical for resi‐
dents as well as the nonprofits they
serve.

“It’s important that we don’t
become socially isolated,” he said,
“…and that for our own mental and

physical health, we feel like we have
a purpose and a community that
we’re part of. Volunteering and giv‐
ing back is one of the most impor‐
tant things we can do to maintain
that sense of community. We want
people to stay connected during
this time, we want them to help
each other and we want them to
do it safely.”

Service opportunities provided
by #CaliforniansForAll range from
phoning neighbors to make sure
they have food and supplies, deliv‐
ering meals to seniors, donating

blood, making face coverings and
supporting food banks, shelters and
nonprofits.

Following the shelter in place
orders due to the coronavirus, food
banks in California, which are large‐
ly made up of senior volunteers,
suffered up to a 70 percent decrease
in volunteers. The California Na‐
tional Guard, California Conserva‐
tion Corps and AmeriCorps were
called in to add their support.

As blood centers across the state fol‐
lowing COVID‐19 also experienced

See VOLUNTEERING, page 15

Volunteering during the time of the coronavirus

S
an Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo
recently stated that efforts to
defund police budgets will

undermine substantive efforts at
police reform, hurting the very com‐
munities most in need of help.

"We have much work to do to
confront our long and terrible his‐
tory of police brutality against black
and brown Americans,” said Mayor
Liccardo.  "Defunding urban police
departments won’t help us do it.  It
is the wrong idea at the worst pos‐
sible time and the budget released
tomorrow will reflect that."

Liccardo cites U.S. Bureau of Jus‐
tice Statistics data showing that
communities of color are dispro‐
portionate victims of serious and
violent crimes, and that any cuts in
police staffing will disproportion‐
ately harm the very communities
that need to see progress.   

"Defunding police will hurt the
very people who have suffered the
most from systemic racism in this
nation," Mayor Liccardo said. "Rich,
white communities and business‐
es in suburban malls will just accel‐
erate the hiring of private securi‐

ty guards."  
Last week, Liccardo called for a

ban on the use of rubber bullets in
crowds, expanding the authority
of San Jose's civilian independent
police auditor, and a full review of
San Jose's use of force policies,
among other measures.  He has also
called for greater accountability for
officer misconduct so bad cops can
be fired faster. 

Derrick Sanderlin, a community
organizer who has trained San Jose
police officers on implicit bias, 

See POLICE, page 2

‘Law enforcement needs
reform not reduction’ 

‑ Mayor Liccardo

Mayor Liccardo rejects calls to defund police

Brothers man a donation station to raise funds for Sole Hope. Photo courtesy of Ash-

ley Raggio, Director, Doing Good Together, Silicon Valley.

Dr. David Crockett, an emergency room
doctor wears one of the masks donated
by Almaden Country Day School. Photo

courtesy of Dr. Olaf Jorgenson, Head of

School, Almaden Country Day School. 
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Police
Continued from page 1
suffered potentially permanent injuries caused
by a rubber bullet at a recent demonstration
in the city. 

As the mayor of America's 10th largest city,
Liccardo noted the San Jose Police Depart‐
ment's recent progress in eliminating the long‐
standing disparity between officers' use of
force rates and arrest rates against persons
of color but said that the police reforms start‐
ed in San Jose in previous years need to go
farther, including changes to union contracts
and laws that create obstacles to ensuring offi‐
cer accountability—particularly the firing of
bad cops. The San Jose reforms that have led
to this progress include:

• Collecting data to track every pat down,
stop, arrest or use of force by race, and pub‐
lishing that data;

• Hiring external experts to analyze data
and make recommendations;

•  Investing millions of dollars in body‐worn
cameras and video data storage;

• Imposing mandatory training for officers
in violence de‐escalation and implicit racial bias;

• Utilizing data tools to detect misconduct‐
prone officers earlier; 

• Enhancing psychological testing and
screening in the City's police academies; and,

• Intentional investment in recruiting offi‐
cers to better reflect the community's diver‐
sity.

Liccardo noted that all of these initiatives
require funding, especially to backfill the thou‐
sands of police hours that are spent in train‐
ing classes instead of on patrol. “Defunding
police undermines progress on these and other
tools to improve accountability, training, and
recruiting,” Liccardo said. 

Mayor Liccardo also noted that “defunding”
proponents need to be realistic about what
cuts will actually do to programs within many
urban police departments. “Any Police Chief
or City Council will be loath to cut the lifeline
911 emergency response that patrol officers
provide to communities in moments of dis‐
tress,” Liccardo observed. “Instead, they’ll
wring savings from programs that work proac‐
tively to build stronger communities in trou‐
bled neighborhoods, such as crime preven‐
tion, Police Activities League, and communi‐
ty outreach.”  

I
n this challenging time, we all
need a break, some happy
news, and some inspiration,

and what better way than through
the ways animals and people are
transformed? 

The Humane Society Silicon
Valley (HSSV), the first organiza‐
tion ever to earn model shelter
status according to the guidelines
set forth by the Association of
Shelter Veterinarians, has an
uplifting story on one of their lat‐
est adoptions of one of their four‐
legged friends, Axel (pictured,
right).

Axel is a high‐energy sweet
Doberman who was recently
adopted during the statewide
shelter‐in‐place through HSSV’s
new virtual adoption process. 

Axel’s new family adopted him
to be an emotional and behavioral support
dog for their young son with ADHD and sen‐
sory processing issues related to autism.
The 2‐year‐old Doberman is enjoying his new
home and has bonded closely with the fam‐
ily’s son, who was having difficulty focus‐
ing and adjusting to change. 

The family is very excited about their abil‐
ity to adopt Axel virtually, as they had been
looking for an emotional/behavioral sup‐
port dog. Since bringing Axel home, their
son has been able to focus on his school
work, expressing his feelings without being
as angry or frustrated and has in general
benefitted from having Axel by his side.

Axel’s family says that he is growing more
sweet and affectionate by the day, and is so
comfortable in his new home. He stays by
his family’s side all day long and constant‐
ly nudges them for more attention and cud‐
dles.

To learn more about Humane Society Sil‐

icon Valley and their life‐saving programs,
visit www.HSSV.org  

About Humane Society Silicon Valley:
Humane Society Silicon Valley (HSSV) is an
independent, privately funded, 501(c)(3) non‑
profit organization serving people and pets
for over 90 years. In 2017, HSSV became the
first organization ever to earn model shel‑
ter status according to the guidelines set forth
by the Association of Shelter Veterinarians.
As an independent non‑profit organization,
HSSV does not receive funding from Humane
Society of the United States, ASPCA or state
and federal government entities. HSSV offers
quality adoptions, affordable spaying/neu‑
tering, vaccinations, microchipping services,
pet care services, and education programs
to enhance the human‑animal bond. Estab‑
lished in 1929, HSSV has adopted more than
500,000 animals into permanent, loving
homes. Animal welfare is their top priority
and their mission is to save and enhance lives.

Dogs provide life changing 
impact and support for people
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Milburn of Almaden
earns Bachelor of
Science in Chemical
and Bimolecular
Engineering

Emily Milburn of Almaden Val‐
ley has earned a Bachelor of Sci‐
ence in Chemical and Biomolecular
Engineering from the Georgia Insti‐
tute of Technology in Atlanta.

Milburn completed her intern‐
ship as a Research Guidance Intern
at ExxonMobil in 2018.  

Milburn served as swim coach
for the Montevideo Piranhas in San
Jose, from 2014 to 2016, teaching
kids 5‐18 years old, and helped run
swim meets and organize relays.

Milburn was among undergrad‐
uate and graduate students who
earned degrees during the Spring
2020 semester virtual graduation
May 1. They will also be honored
during in‐person commencement
ceremonies to be held on campus
later this year. 

One of the nation's leading
research universities, the Georgia
Institute of Technology is in the
business of Creating the Next‐‐the
next idea, the next technology, and
the next legion of agile minds well
equipped to imagine and engineer
our future. Georgia Tech is ranked
in the nation's top five public uni‐
versities by U.S. News & World
Report.

By Beth Swartz
Special to the Times

E
ach year the Almaden Valley Women’s Club
hosts the annual Almaden Art & Wine Fes‐
tival where funds are set aside for local area

non‐profit organizations as well as scholarships
for high school seniors. 

The scholarship application process asks stu‐
dents to focus on their contributions to the com‐
munity as well as their academic achievements
throughout their high school careers.

This year there were ten area high school sen‐
iors who received scholarships.

Serafina Alhadad
Volunteering for organ‐

izations was always a key
focus in Serafina’s time as
a high schooler. She was
involved in the Girls Up
club at her high school
where she helped to get a
petition passed to send
girls in Guatemala to school. On a local level, Ser‐
afina dedicates an extraordinary amount of time
volunteering for her church youth group and the
YMCA doing things like caroling at senior homes
and fostering kids' love of sports as a referee. Ser‐
afina graduated from Leland High School and
plans to attend UC Berkeley in the fall.

Caroline Barbar Askar
Caroline started a book

club at Pioneer High School
and took it to a new level
by holding book drives,
successfully collecting hun‐
dreds of books that were
donated to an elementary
school in Ethiopia. Caro‐
line also developed a music program which she
and fellow students performed at rest homes and
care facilities. Caroline plans to attend Santa Clara
University in the fall where she will major in biology.

Renee Boissier
Renee is an exceptional

student who is graduating
a year early from Pioneer
High School and has
accepted an offer from UC
Davis. She has been heav‐
ily involved in drama, is a
talented musician and has
exhibited outstanding
leadership qualities in her school life and volun‐
teer accomplishments. Renee will study theater
at UC Davis in the fall.

Cole Bushur
Cole is an excellent stu‐

dent with an equally
impressive list of volun‐
teer activities. Cole was
involved in St. Timothy’s
annual Mexico Mission trip
where he helped build

homes, run community programs and serve at an
orphanage in one of the most impoverished sec‐
tions of Tijuana. Cole also participated in numer‐
ous service events serving San Jose’s homeless
community with the Mercy Mobile Homeless Min‐
istry, served with the Village House rotating home‐
less shelter and the St. Timothy’s South Valley
Fish Food Pantry. Cole is a hardworking, intelli‐
gent and compassionate individual who has made
a big impact in the lives of others. Cole will attend
Cal Poly in the fall where he will study Civil Engi‐
neering.

Lucas Coan
Lucas is a remarkable

leader, an accomplished
academic scholar and an
outstanding athlete who
has been accepted to a
number of excellent Uni‐
versities.  Through his vol‐
unteering service, he found he was able to inspire
and help a wide range of under‐represented
groups to create an inclusive, spirited communi‐
ty, helping students with both social and academic
skills. In the fall Lucas plans to attend The Universi‐
ty of Oregon where he will study business.

Tristan Hanna
Tristan has been active‐

ly involved in Boy Scouts
from 5th grade ‐ 12th
grade and with the South
Bay Blue Mom's Organiza‐
tion ‐ assembling care
packages to send overseas.
He was active with Music
and Karate in High School. He has shown excel‐
lent leadership qualities within his volunteer work
in the Boy Scouts and working with homeless in
our community. Tristan will attend the Universi‐
ty of Oregon in the fall.

Corey Moore
In spite of health and

family struggles, Corey
Moore has been involved
in many community serv‐
ice projects and main‐
tained an excellent grade
point average. His biggest
project was his trip to Cam‐
bodia where he taught basic programming using
robotics at the Doris Dillon School located there.
He was given a commendation for his work there
providing hope and inspiration to the students
there. Corey plans to attend Westmont Universi‐
ty in Santa Barbara in the
fall where he will study to
be a radiologist.

Christina Simon
Christina was an active

member of the Speech &
Debate Club as well as her
Senior Class Vice President
at Leland High School in

addition to volunteering for two major medical
facilities – the Saratoga Pediatric Subacute Hos‐
pital and Kaiser Permanente. Christina learned
not just compassion through her volunteer work
but discovered a passion for helping others. She
will attend UC Santa Barbara in the fall where
she hopes to major in Biopsychology.

Kathy Swartz
Kathy worked hard to

overcome some education‐
al challenges to become an
accomplished student who
accepted an offer to attend
Southern Oregon Universi‐
ty, her first choice of col‐
leges. Kathy was able to
take her school experiences and use them to help
other students who were also struggling in school.
Her teachers describe her as a mature student
who displays a great deal of empathy through her
compassionate leadership. Kathy will study Cre‐
ative Writing at Southern Oregon University.

Zakk Teixeira
Zakk Teixeira’s volun‐

teer work at Sacred Heart
and Holy Spirit Church
showed him an apprecia‐
tion for the gifts in his life
and taught him the need
to give back to others.
While volunteering Zakk
said the most valuable lesson her learned is “the
importance of giving back to your community
and providing for others.” Zakk plans to attend
De Anza College in the fall where he will study
Biology/Pre‐Med.

For more information about the women’s club,
please visit: www.almadenwomen.org

Three Almaden residents
graduate cum laude from
University of San Diego 

A
dorina Bebla, Tyler Bullock and Kelsey
Morris of Almaden graduated cum laude
from the University of San Diego.

Bebla earned a bachelor's degree in Account‐
ancy; Bullock earned a bachelor’s degree in
Computer Science; and Morris earned a bach‐
elor’s degree in Biochemistry.

The University of San Diego, with more than
9,000 students from 75 countries and 44 states,
is the youngest independent institution on the
U.S. News & World Report list of top 100 uni‐
versities in the United States. 

USD recently concluded a successful $317M
Leading Change: The Campaign for USD rep‐
resented the most ambitious fundraising effort
in the history of the university. 

Almaden Women’s Club awards scholarships to high school seniors



ALMADEN TIMES n JUNE 12 - JUNE 25, 2020 n PAGE 5SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 6 n ALMADEN TIMES n JUNE 12 - JUNE 25, 2020

By Matt Mahan
Special to the Times

H
ere’s an image of the phone I had after
college and before the iPhone launched
in 2007.

It was recently reported that Santa Clara
County is struggling to hire the contact trac‐
ers it needs to help contain COVID‐19 trans‐
mission as we reopen. 

While this is concerning news and the Coun‐
ty must do better, I’m left wondering if we are
approaching the problem correctly. 

Our focus on manual contact tracing appears
to be a lost opportunity, especially in Silicon
Valley where we have the resources and know‐
how to build better tools and improve how
government solves problems.

First, let me explain what contact tracing is
and why it’s important. When someone tests
positive for COVID‐19, public health workers
interview the individual to identify other peo‐
ple with whom they were recently in contact.
Exposed contacts are asked to get tested and
self‐quarantine until they have results. The
goal of this “test‐trace‐isolate” strategy is to
break chains of viral transmission. 

Since the COVID‐19 pandemic began, a num‐
ber of countries have successfully used con‐
tact tracing‐‐plus widespread testing and face‐
mask use‐‐to help keep their societies rela‐
tively open and safe.  

In these countries, cell phones and other
data sources are used to pinpoint exactly where
infected individuals were and who else may
have been infected. Text messaging is used to
quickly alert exposed individuals and connect
them with testing resources. 

The problem with this approach, however, is
that it relies on invasive data collection and
reporting with minimal privacy protections that
violate our cherished civil liberties. Therefore,
we need a different solution, one that does not
require a choice between efficacy and liberty. 

Fortunately, people are developing such
approaches, including one from a resident right
here in Almaden. I recently had the privilege
of speaking with Dino Farinacci, a distinguished
network engineer and former Cisco Fellow,
who is building such a system with peer tech‐
nologists. Dino has done some of the founda‐
tional work on internet protocols that enable
greater privacy protections. 

Dino’s team is building a contact tracing plat‐

form called “CT‐LISP” (stands for Contact Trac‐
ing ‐ Locator/ID Separation Protocol) that lever‐
ages the power of near‐ubiquitous smartphone
ownership (the iPhone launched in 2007, hence
the title) while using his earlier work to guar‐
antee privacy. 

Rather than design for the needs of a cen‐
tralized public health department, Dino’s team’s
platform is built around the value it can pro‐
vide to an individual user. People who (vol‐
untarily) install the app receive alerts when
they’ve recently come into close contact with
someone who has not been tested for COVID
or has tested positive in the last five days. The
platform can also inform a user when they
want to go to a high‐density area (e.g. grocery
store) if it is safe or should be avoided.

Critically, the app doesn’t store information
about the individual, including name, address,
or social security number. The genius of the
system Dino and his colleagues are building is
that sensitive information remains where it is
already held, which is in the care of the Pub‐
lic Health Department (PHD). 

Instead, their system uses a cryptographic
hash and password of the user’s phone num‐
ber to create a unique identifier the PHD uses
to store health state data for the owner of that
device, who remains unknown to the system.
This data is used to initiate text alerts to other
phones that were exposed, but does not con‐
tain any individual information. The text alert
simply gives you a count of non‐tested and
tested‐positive cases in your 10‐meter perime‐
ter. Encrypted data pulled from the PHD is
archived for 10 days and then deleted. 

Their platform is ready to be deployed,
assuming it has a willing governmental part‐
ner. At that point, the biggest challenge will be
user adoption‐‐i.e. will enough people install
the app to make the tool valuable from a pub‐
lic health standpoint? Here, government can
help. Public health restrictions cost individu‐
als, businesses and governments billions of
dollars per day. Paying residents to install an
app that enables this test‐trace‐isolate strate‐
gy would be a trivial cost in comparison. 

My hope is that our PHD will experiment
with privacy‐first, technology‐enabled solu‐
tions like CT‐LISP that could help us reopen
more safely. 

If you are interested in learning more or want
to help, send email to support@lispers.net. 

OpEd

Our COVID contact tracing method is stuck in 2006 
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Police defund or
reform discussion:
June 12

San Jose City Councilmember John‐
ny Khams will be hosting a special
Community Connections on Saturday,
June 13th at 10 a.m. where he will be
joined by the City's Independent Police
Auditor, Shivaun Nurre. 

“We'll be talking about the IPA's role
in police oversight and the police
reforms that San Jose has adopted in
recent years,” said Khamis. “In the past
week I have received over 1,400 emails
‐ and numerous phone calls ‐ demand‐
ing that the City defund our police
force.” 

Khamis explained, “With the most
lightly‐staffed big‐city police depart‐
ment in the United States and with a
police chief committed to always
improving how we do policing, I don't
believe defunding the police is the
answer. Instead, we must continue on
the path of reform ‐ a path San Jose
started on decades ago. Accountabil‐
ity is the key to preventing more hor‐
rific scenes like we saw in Minneapo‐
lis.”

To join the Zoom meeting, register
at this link: bit.ly/D10June132020.
The meeting will also be streamed live
on Khamis’ Facebook page.  

By Johnny Khamis
Special to the Times

T
his is a difficult time for our country. I
remain outraged by the
scene of brutality and reck‐

less disregard for human life we
witnessed at the hands of the
Minneapolis ex‐police officer,
now charged with second‐degree
murder.  We must acknowledge
this is not the first incident of
injustice affecting our black com‐
munity and I hear the calls to
reform policing and hold officers
accountable. 

I am proud to live in San Jose,
where, long before the current
protests and outpouring of anger,
our City made significant strides
to place accountability at the fore‐
front of policing. We have a police chief com‐
mitted to improving screening, training, and
tactics throughout his department. And our
City is committed to seeing further reforms.  

In 1993, the San Jose City Council estab‐
lished an Independent Police Auditor (IPA).
The IPA is a police oversight body, separate
and independent from the San Jose Police
Department (SJPD), reporting directly to Coun‐
cil. The IPA reviews allegations of police mis‐
conduct, audits use of force, and recommends
policy changes to improve policing. During

my time as Councilmember, the IPA has made
many recommendations and the SJPD has
implemented policies including:  

• Providing Fair and Impartial
Policing (FIP) training to civilian
and sworn staff to counteract
unconscious biases. 

• Analyzing limited detention
data on traffic and pedestrian
stops to identify racial and/or
ethnic disparities to ensure polic‐
ing is fair and impartial.    

• Increasing transparency and
accountability by requiring the
use of body‐worn cameras. 

• Updating the Department's
Duty Manual on Tactical Conduct
to mitigate the need for force.

Chief Garcia is a strong pro‐
ponent of reforms and was the

first police chief in the nation to speak out
against the police tactics used against George
Floyd.  The chief leads the most lightly‐staffed
police department, per capita, than any big
city in America, and yet we have one of the
safest cities in the country. This is, in great part,
due to the hard‐won trust and cooperation
that has developed between our diverse com‐
munity and our police department.  

Even with the reforms our City has imple‐
mented, there is more we can do to improve
accountability. One reform would be to expand

the powers of the IPA. The IPA already ana‐
lyzes each use‐of‐force incident and conduct
unbecoming of a police officer (CUBO) com‐
plaint.  An additional reform would allow the
IPA to review internal investigations initiat‐
ed by the police administration. The San Jose
Police Officers Association has agreed to a bal‐
lot measure which would provide this addi‐
tional, independent oversight. 

Aside from continual analysis and reforms
led by our IPA, additional recommendations
regarding the certification process can be
implemented to further strengthen account‐
ability. In other professions, such as law and
medicine, lawyers and doctors can lose their
licenses as a result of a serious violation of
their Code of Ethics. By implementing certifi‐
cation reforms, when an officer is fired for
conduct worthy of termination, the officer
would also lose his or her peace officer certi‐
fication from the State, similar to how a lawyer
is disbarred. For the officer to be recertified,
they would have to make an appeal to a pro‐
fessional board to be reinstated as a peace
officer. This reform would eliminate the cur‐
rent practice where a terminated police offi‐
cer is hired by another law enforcement agency. 

The SJPD was an early adopter of many of
the reforms protesters are now demanding.
Our diverse police force is committed to being
a positive example to other departments across
the state and nation. Accountability remains
the key to our continually‐improving system.
I encourage all those engaged in peaceful
protest to join me in seeking further reforms
in a City long committed to excellence in polic‐
ing. 

Accountability is key 

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember
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T
he San José Unified School District
President of the Board of Education,
Teresa Castellanos, and the Superin‐

tendent of Schools, Nancy Albarrán issued
a statement on the unjustified taking of life
from our black and brown
communities. 

“On behalf of the San
José Unified community,
we cannot begin to
express the hurt we are
feeling due to the con‐
tinued taking of lives.
George Floyd in Min‐
nesota, Ahmadu Arbury
in Georgia, and Breonna
Taylor in Kentucky are
just the recent examples
of the unjustified taking
of life from our black and
brown communities.

As one of California’s most diverse pub‐
lic school districts, San José Unified has
its own history of racism, discrimination,
and social injustice. We learn from that his‐
tory and strive to not repeat it. We cannot
tolerate anything that diminishes the dig‐
nity each and every member of the San José
Unified community is entitled to. 

San José Unified knows that you can’t gloss
over what has already happened, that you
can’t replace stolen dignity, that you can’t
restore lost lives. We need to ensure that
we never deny any member of our society

their dignity. Never. It is
the only way to safeguard
us from the next unnec‐
essary tragedy.

We must denounce all
forms of racism, discrim‐
ination, and social injus‐
tice. All people must be
valued for their inherent
humanity and treated eth‐
ically. As students, fami‐
lies, teachers, and staff, we
must commit ourselves to
ensuring that this is the
policy of all public insti‐
tutions and those holding

power. 
San José Unified is a diverse community

made stronger by our history. We know
from our own experiences that change is
possible. It is our responsibility to come
together and leverage our strengths to end
all forms of racism, discrimination, and social
injustice.” 

San José Unified School District issues
statement on unnecessary loss of life 

We need to ensure
that we never
deny any member
of our society
their dignity.
Never. 
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By Grace of Waheguru (God)

We American Sikhs realize that all of us in our world are brothers and sisters
In this time of crisis, this world event of fighting a microscopic foe of the entire human race, we wish to pause to take a moment to offer thanks to all Essential Workers who put their lives on the line to   

help others. Your sacrifice can never be fully acknowledged with words. Many of the Essential Workers have died while unselfishly reaching out to help those in need on the front line. 

We believe in one God and that God is present everywhere

We believe in the importance of doing good actions

We believe in treating everyone equally

Often divides exist when others do not know but in times of crisis we all pull together!  We are all one!  We are the Human Race.  You may not have known little things about us.    

Did you know most Sikhs have three names.  First names often incorporate sounds associated with God.

Many Sikh names begin or end in -preet (love), -deep (light) or -jit (victory), and are compound names. For example, Amandeep means “light of peace”—aman (peace) combined with deep (light).

Did you know our middle names demonstrate Sikh identity as well as promote equality. Boys are often given the middle name Singh (lion), and girls the name Kaur (princess, or daughter of king).
This tradition dates back to the 1600’s.

Our last names are often a family tradition. However, many Sikhs choose not to use their family names and instead use Kaur or Singh as a last name.

The reason why we mention this is to let you know more about us so we can work more closely together in San Jose to help as a TEAM and family.  We embrace all people of all religions and backgrounds.

When you see us and you see our turbans, just know that we honor you as brothers and sisters in all we do.  It is our way.  Also we thank all of the Essential Workers who are heroes to us and with us.

Of course we also firmly believe women and men are equal and one of our kind beliefs is to help the less fortunate.  

We did this in many ways during this Crisis Time. We were so pleased to start our new Free Food Drive Thru outreach. We offered touchless assistance as many drove their cars to get a wonderfully
prepared bag of foods and goods. Members of the community from all faiths helped us on such concepts and in working with us with distribution. 

For example, we delivered healthy complimentary lunches to all hospitals serving doctors and janitors with equity.  It was gratifying to get asked by the Mountain View Police Department to supply over time
over 1,100 bags of food that they could distribute to houseless individuals.  Each bag had over ten items of nourishing foods.  We also went to give complimentary foods to postal workers.  Many new ideas of
assistance were formulated during this Crisis, including supplying large bags of rice and beans to other nonprofits, so they could incorporate them into kitchen-cooked complimentary nutritional foods for the

less fortunate.

We embrace the tapestry of friendship that is strongly woven in San Jose and beyond.  We thank the residents of San Jose and too the work of all Essential Workers during this challenging time.

In the future months, after the crisis, please join us in one of our many community complimentary events.  Each person is equally important and special in our eyes.  It is who we are.

HERE ARE KIND MESSAGES TO THE ESSENTIAL WORKERS BY OUR CITY AND COUNTY LEADERS

"I am continually awed by the dedication of the first responders and essential workers who do their jobs while putting themselves at risk during this health crisis. We all owe them a huge debt of gratitude.
Thank you also to the San Jose Gurdwara for creating this tribute to the men and women who care for those with COVID-19 and their families." 

Dave Cortese-Supervisor District 3

“Essential service workers and first responders on the front-lines during COVID-19 are risking their health and those of their loved ones to ensure that our residents have access to
groceries, medical care, and other critical services during this time.  I am grateful to essential service workers and our residents, like the members of the San Jose Sikh Gurdwara, who

have also stepped up to offer support, organized personal protective equipment drives and food drives for our community. People such as essential service workers, first              
responders, and community volunteers are the local heroes that keep our city safe and we all owe a great deal of gratitude to them for their service.”

Sylvia Arenas - San Jose Councilwoman District 8

"Even before the coronavirus pandemic, essential workers have always been the backbone of our economy and community.  They have helped many of you by feeding you,
keeping you safe, and most importantly keeping you healthy.  They risk their lives and health for us everyday.  They're more than essential they're lifesavers.  Join me in    

thanking them for all that they have done for you, your family, and our communities."

Magdalena Carrasco - San Jose Councilwoman District 5

www.SanJoseGurdwara.org 
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Congratulations to the Bret Harte Class of 2020. You have
truly demonstrated resilience and determination during this
challenging time. We know that great adventures and great

successes are ahead for each of you!
With pride today and always, Bret Harte Middle School Administration and Staff

Congratulations on completing middle school, a significant milestone on your educational journey! While we
can’t honor your achievement in person, I hope you pause to reflect on your successes.  From learning your
ABC’s to what it means to study, kick a ball, speak up for yourself or be a good friend, you have hundreds of
accomplishments to be proud of.  I wish you all the best in your transition to high school and look forward to
seeing all that you achieve, both in high school and beyond. 

–Kimberly Meek, Trustee, San Jose Unified Board of Education

The Bret Harte Community Club would like to extend our Congratulations to the Bret Harte 2020 Graduates!
You’ve all worked hard to achieve your goals even during this pandemic.  Now you’re on your way to high school
to seek new opportunities, embark on who you are and embrace life with passion towards your goals. Go for it
and best wishes to you all for high school!    –Yael Kharman & Shallu Bhalla, BHCC Co-presidents 2019-2020

Congratulations to the graduates of Bret Harte Middle School! By now you have realized that you cannot plan
for everything life throws at you, and yet all of you have had to learn and exhibit two key skills from this experi-
ence: adaptability and perseverance. These are critical skills that will serve you well as you proceed into high
school and beyond. I should know, I’ll have to adapt and persevere in my life without my City Council staff!

Success in whatever you do in life will come down to your ability to overcome unforeseen obstacles. Just as
you had no choice but to adjust your learning and social lives to protect your health, you will realize again
that the only direction in life is to move forward. To move forward, you will need to be creative and find other
solutions to surprise challenges. The road may be long, but the reward for those who persevere is great.

My own life path has taught me this lesson, especially these past 8 years as I have served and supported
our district schools as your councilmember. It will be my honor to find new ways to continue to do so as a
private citizen.                                                         – Johnny Khamis, San Jose Councilmember, District 10

Congratulations to the Bret Harte Class of 2020! In these difficult times you give us hope for a bright future. I
wish you success and fulfillment in high school and beyond! – Matt Mahan, San Jose Council-elect, District 10

Congratulation

#AlmadenStrong!        #BHClassOf2020  
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ns, Bret Harte 2020 Grads!

       #2020NeverForget        #GoBroncos

Congratulations Bret Harte Class of 2020!  A special congratulations to the graduates who received Project Cornerstone
awards over the past three years.  Thank you for being student leaders and excellent examples of our school's character
assets:  Cooperation, Helping Others, Good Judgment, Reliability, Respectfulness, Honesty, Responsibility, Caring, and
Commitment to Excellence. You are role models and help to build Bret Harte into the great community that it is!

– Michelle Etter, BHCC Project Cornerstone Chair

Congratulations to the Bret Harte Class of 2020, new beginning, new chapter, new endeavors. Wish you good luck as
you step ahead towards your dreams. Keep the courage as you face new challenges in life.   

– Lopa Shah, BHCC Promotion Dance Co-Chair

We would like to congratulate and acknowledge the Bret Harte Class of 2020. It has been difficult during these times
of uncertainty, we hope you take all the lessons learned from your teachers and life itself and continue on to a higher
education at whichever high school you choose. We are proud of your accomplishments, your abilities to acclimate to
change, and your perseverance for the future. CONGRATULATIONS!                              – Gina Morkal, BHCC Promotion

Every generation has to cope with threats large and small, and COVID-19 was breathtaking in its suddenness and
immediacy. I'm so proud of you and your community for toughing out an astonishing turn of events and not losing site
of your goals, despite a very rough learning environment. Don't ever let your problems define you or your generation; let
it be the things you learned, the friends you made, and the stories you tell.     – Lisa Stapleton, A Former BH Graduate

Congratulations, Bret Harte Broncos. Remember to always be brave, be strong, be hopeful, and be kind.  
– Uyenthy Nguyen, BHCC Promotion Chair

Wishing all Bret Harte 8th graders a better year ahead in high school and the very best in years to come.  You are all
academically prepared for 9th grade and we shall remember the Class of 2020.  I’m hoping a magic wand will be your
first invention so it will cure and make the world right. Thinking of you to infinity and beyond and always hold BRET
HARTE close to your heart and keep reading.                                                – Mrs Adele Shepard, Bret Harte Library

Spending time on the quad once a month and having the opportunity  to speak with you and listen to your stories
about your everyday heroes was a privilege for me throughout the last couple years of middle school. Well, congratula-
tions are in order again. You made history; and for your resilience, hard work, and ability to adapt, you are now and for-
ever everyday heroes. So excited about your future. Spring forward and be the role models for the next generation down.
It doesn’t take much – remember that the small action can mean the world to someone else. So proud of all the Bret
Harte grads!                                                                                  – Natalie Miller, BHCC, Co-chair Everyday Heroes 
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Times Community News

A
lm

adenTim
esReal Estate

SUSAN
BOERNER

(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

A
lm

ad
en
Ti
m
es

Re
al

 Es
ta

te

RICH CROWLEY AND
JIM HIGGINS

Rich Crowley, Broker Assoc. 
408-256-4221 |  RichLists@aol.com

DRE#00444571
Jim Higgins, Realtor | 408-256-4348

JimHiggins001@yahoo.com
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Over 50 years combined serving Almaden
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LINDA SALAH

Direct (408) 234-2952
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DRE# 01757363 

Stay Safe and Healthy. We Will 
All Get Through This Together.

M
ackenzie Meyer of Alma‐
den Valley, a student at
McDaniel College, West‐

minster, Md., has been named to
the Omicron Delta Kappa nation‐
al leadership honor society. 

Meyer, who graduated from Pio‐
neer High School, is majoring in
Biology. She is currently on the
McDaniel College Women’s Cross
Country Team.  

Omicron Delta Kappa, a nation‐
al leadership honor society, was
installed at the College in 1963.
Membership in the society is a high
honor, for it carries with it the
responsibility of encouraging stu‐
dents in leadership and commu‐
nity service. Juniors and seniors
who stand in the upper 35 percent
of their classes are eligible and
selected on the basis of exceptional
leadership in various aspects of
campus life. 

McDaniel College, founded in
1867, is a four‐year, independent
college of the liberal arts and sci‐
ences offering more than 70 under‐
graduate programs of study,
including pre‐professional spe‐
cializations and student‐designed
majors, and over 20 graduate pro‐
grams. 

Mackenzie Meyer of Almaden Valley named 
to the Omicron Delta Kappa National 
Leadership Honor Society at McDaniel College 

Could protests
spark a 2nd
viral wave?

T
housands of people have taken
to the streets in protest of their
displeasure about police bru‐

tality recently following the death of
George Floyd in Minneapolis. 

Now health officials are raising
concerns about new coronavirus out‐
breaks among the crowds, prompt‐
ing political leaders, experts to issue
warnings, urging the demonstrators
to wear masks and maintain social
distancing. 

Reporting shows that more than
100,000 Americans have died of coro‐
navirus and individuals of color have
been particularly hard hit.

Tear gas and pepper spray used by
police to disperse crowds cause peo‐
ple to tear up and cough, increase
respiratory secretions from the eyes,
nose and mouth, further enhancing
the possibility of transmission. Some
health experts believe that the coro‐

navirus can linger in the air for as
long as 8‐14 minutes. 

San Jose Police Chief Eddie Garcia
said, “San Jose police made more than
100 arrests during the protests —
including the woman who drove her
SUV through the crowd — and had
grounds to use tear gas and rubber
bullets against protesters.”

In Los Angeles, demonstrations led
to the closing of virus testing sites Sat‐
urday.  Mayor Eric Garcetti warned
that the protests could become
“super‐spreader events.”
In Maryland, Gov. Larry
Hogan expressed concern
that his state would see a
spike in cases in about two
weeks, which is about how
long it takes for symptoms
to emerge after someone
is infected.  In Atlanta,
mayor Keisha Lance Bot‐
toms advised people who
were out protesting “to go
get a COVID test this week.”

Although some infectious disease
experts were reassured by the fact
that the protests were held outdoors
which could mitigate the risk, more
than 40 percent of the protestors

have not been wearing masks.  How‐
ever, most of the crowds are on the
younger side and younger adults gen‐
erally have better outcomes if they
become infected. 

Dr. Ashish Jha, a professor and
director of the Harvard Global Health
Institute, said, “Arresting, transport‐
ing or jailing protesters increases the
potential for spreading the virus. Jha
called on protesters to refrain from
violence and urged police to exercise
restraint.

Protesters faced off with a line of San
Jose police officers in the third day of
protests over the death of George Floyd,
an unarmed black man in Minneapolis.
Photo by Luke Johnson
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Times Community

Coronavirus: California
plans to allow schools,
gyms and bars to
reopen sooner with
Phase 3

Gov. Gavin Newsom has announced new
criteria related to coronavirus hospitaliza‐
tions and testing that could allow counties
to open faster.

The new criteria paves the way for
schools, gyms, bars and many other busi‐
nesses to resume operations beginning Fri‐
day, June 12. Additionally, campgrounds,
RV Parks and casinos operated by sover‐
eign tribal nations may also reopen.

According to data compiled by the Bay
Area News Group, more than 3,000 new
coronavirus cases were added to the state’s
totals Friday and the death toll crossed
4,500, but surges in case numbers can be
attributed in part to increased testing
around the state.

As many Bay Area counties move close
to Phase 2 reopening Friday, state officials
went a step further and offered detailed

plans for counties that wish to move into
Phase 3 of a four‐phase plan for loosening
California’s stay‐at‐home order restrictions.

“Just because some businesses are open‐
ing doesn’t mean your risk for COVID‐19 is
gone,” Dr. Sonia Angell, State Public Health
Officer, said in a press release. “We all need
to continue to keep physical distancing,
wash our hands and wear face coverings
in public.”

School guidance
The California Department of Public

Health made an exception for schools as it
released statewide guidance that includes
a list of best practices for the practical real‐
ities of managing school operations for the
upcoming academic year.

The state has committed to providing no‐
touch thermometers for every school and
childcare facility, face shields for approxi‐
mately 2.4 million teachers and childcare
providers, more than 14 million cloth face
coverings for students and 143,000 gallons
of hand sanitizer.

Before schools reopen, day camps will
operate during the summer. The state’s
Department of Public Health encourages
small groups of campers to stay together
all day, every day and for camps to priori‐
tize outdoor activities.

Stories4Students2020:
Free virtual interactive
storytime for kids

Lindsey Nguyen (pictured above), a high
school senior, has started Stories4Stu‐
dents2020, an initiative to help young stu‐
dents ages 1‐10 learn and read books/sto‐
ries through a virtual story time during this
pandemic.  

The idea came to Lindsey after a series
of FaceTime calls that consisted of a live sto‐
rytime with her little cousins, who live across
the country in New York, 

Each storytime session is held through
the video conferencing platform, Zoom and
consists of a virtual story time with inter‐
active engagement through comprehension
questions, live interactions, and optional

participant reading as well.  The virtual ses‐
sions are held every Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday now through June 26 from 3‐4
p.m. Children can join at any time at their
own convenience. 

Each session consists of a short picture
book and one chapter of a chapter book to
fill up the entirety of the one hour. Students
can then follow along and actively engage
in this fun storytime. The first storytime
Zoom session is on Monday, June 1, 2020
from 3‐4 PM Pacific Time. Each session con‐
sists of a short picture book and one chap‐
ter of a chapter book to fill up the entirety
of the one hour.

You can sign up your child by emailing
stories4students2020@gmail.com with
your intent of participation, with your child's
name and age. You will receive a Zoom link
to join, book information and donation link.
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Times Community News

By Mike Wasserman
Special to the Times

F
or the last several weeks, I have been
advocating to get businesses and
employees back to work

with appropriate safety proto‐
cols. I have been sharing my
concerns and those of the thou‐
sands of constituents contact‐
ing me with the Public Health
Department as they weigh Pub‐
lic Safety Risks.

On June 1, Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Public Health Officer Dr. Sara
Cody announced that the fol‐
lowing businesses will be
allowed to reopen starting June
5 with social distancing proto‐
cols and safety requirements:

• Outdoor dining at restau‐
rants and other facilities that
prepare and serve food

• Retail and shopping centers for in‐store
shopping

• ALL manufacturing, warehousing, and
logistics

• House cleaning and other no‐contact in‐
home services

• Low contact/no contact service busi‐
nesses including shoe repair, watch repair

and other similar services
• Pet grooming, without

regard to medical necessity
• Childcare, summer camps,

summer school, and all other
educational or recreational pro‐
grams for all children (rather
than just those able to work,
which is already allowed), in sta‐
ble groups of up to 12 children

• Religious services, cultural
ceremonies, weddings, funerals,
protests, and other constitu‐
tionally protected gatherings,
but only outdoors, in groups no
larger than 25

• All outdoor recreational
activities that do not involve physical contact
including lane swimming, hiking, tennis, camp‐
ing, golf, Frisbee, etc.

• Drive‐in Theaters and Other Car‐Based
Gatherings

COVID-19 updated county restrictions

County
Update
Mike Wasserman,

County Supervisor

By Shubhi Asthana 
Special to the Times

H
ave you ever stumbled into a con‐
versation where ev e r y o n e  i s
s p e a k i n g around this “techie”

word – and even after you’ve broken in,
it is difficult to understand the unfamiliar
jargon and acronyms? Well, there’s no
need to sweat it. Let us teach you the mean‐
ing of some commonly used tech words:

Artificial Intelligence
Today Artificial Intelligence or AI is one

of the hottest buzzwords in the industry.
The core definition of AI is a machine which
is capable of thinking like humans and
then display decision‐ making behavior.
The intelligence can be divided into sev‐
eral processes such as decision making,
learning, language processing and visual
perception. 

Stanford researcher John McCarthy
coined this term in 1956 during The Dart‐
mouth Conference, where the core mis‐
sion of the AI field was defined.

AI involves many fields such as Com‐
puter Science, Mathematics, and Philoso‐
phy etc. 

So how do you use AI in your everyday
life?

One popular example are the digital per‐
sonal assistants on our mobile phones like
Siri, Google Now, and Amazon Echo etc.
They use AI to help find useful informa‐
tion when asked questions like “What is
my schedule for today?”, “Wake me up at
6 AM tomorrow morning”. Large retailers
like Amazon are also trying to predict your
next purchases and using Machine Learn‐
ing to recommend new items to you. 

AI programming focuses on three cog‐
nitive skills: learning, reasoning and self‐
correction.

Learning processes: This aspect of AI
programming focuses on acquiring data
and creating rules for how to turn the data
into actionable information. The rules,
which are called algorithms, provide com‐
puting devices with step‐by‐step instruc‐
tions for how to complete a specific task.

Reasoning processes: This aspect of AI
programming focuses on choosing the right
algorithm to reach a desired outcome.

Self‐correction processes: This aspect
of AI programming is designed to contin‐
ually fine‐tune algorithms and ensure they
provide the most accurate results possi‐
ble.

About the Author
Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send

in your comments or feedback to the
author at shub.saxen@gmail.com. 

Shubhi Asthana works as a Research Sen‑
ior Software Engineer at the IBM Almaden
Research Center, San Jose.

Tech Jargon of the week:
‘Artificial Intelligence’ defined



Volunteering
Continued from page 1
an enormous drop in donations, the
Red Cross and other blood collection
sites implemented additional pre‐
cautions to ensure that the blood
donation process is safe for donors
and staff.

Through public service announce‐
ments, the public became aware of
the vast need for volunteers. Many
answered the call, donning face cov‐
erings, maintaining social distance
and washing their hands often.

“We’ve seen a huge interest in the
number of people who want to help
out,” Fryday said. “We wanted to pro‐
vide an opportunity for everyone to
engage, no matter where they are or
the time they have to commit.”

To volunteer please see: Californi‐
ansforall.ca.gov.

Compass Collective
With a grass‐roots mindset, non‐

profit Compass Collective strives to
motivate people to become more
involved in their communities. In addi‐
tion to providing workshops for
women and family volunteer days,
Compass Collective provides an online
volunteering resource, “The Field
Guide.”

“Especially in this time of COVID‐
19, we see that each individual's
actions have a big impact on the com‐
munity,” said Field Guide student edi‐
tor and Almaden resident Evan Broc‐
coli. He also said that he hopes peo‐
ple experience the pride and joy that
comes from volunteering. 

“People want to get involved but
don’t know how,” said co‐founder
Vikki Bowes‐Mok. 

We wanted to make it accessible
and easy.”

The Field Guide includes chapters
on everything from community
activism and the environment to get‐
ting kids involved, social services, sen‐
iors and virtual volunteering.

“I want people to tap into what
speaks to them,” Bowes‐Mok said. “If
everyone just did a little bit, what a
difference that would make!” 

For those reluctant to volunteer,
the Field Guide includes small ways
to make a difference in its “No excus‐
es” section. Suggestions include recy‐
cling, picking up trash, dropping off
a card at a retirement home and sim‐
ply sharing a smile.

“We’re just putting it in the world
and hoping it provides inspiration
into making our community better
and stronger,” Bowes‐Mok said.

Compass Collective Board Member
Alison van Diggelen advocates multi‐
generational connections, such as sen‐
iors tutoring youth.

“It can make a big difference in a
young person’s life, beyond the edu‐
cational value, to know that someone
in the community is willing to give
them their time,” van Diggelen said.
“It also helps seniors feeling isolated
at home and creates a sense of com‐
munity.”

Compass Collective believes in the
power of community to help people
get involved, give back and make a

difference. Echoing the words of spir‐
itual teacher Marianne Williamson,
Compass Collective concludes on its
website:

"In every community, there is work
to be done. In every nation, there are
wounds to heal. In every heart, there
is the power to do it.”

To volunteer, please see: http://
www.compasscollective.org.

Doing Good Together
Ashley Raggio, director, of Doing

Good Together, Silicon Valley said that
the community is facing an immense
need of funding and volunteers. 

“It is a magnitude we’ve never seen
before,” Raggio said. “The city, coun‐
ty and state governments have report‐
ed deficits larger than we’ve ever seen.
All nonprofits are struggling. Indi‐
vidual donors who can give time and
money will be so incredibly impor‐

tant in helping these organizations
keep their lights on.” 

Included in the virtual volunteer‐
ing section of Compass Collective’s
Field Guide are ideas provided by
Doing Good Together, Silicon Valley.
Let’s Stand Together features proj‐
ects to help families lift spirits, meet
critical needs and advocate for the
vulnerable. The Kitchen Table Kind‐
ness Kit provides kids with ways to
have fun while helping others, as well
as spark conversations about empa‐
thy and compassion. Kindness in
Action is a live Facebook event in
which families host projects and sto‐
ries. 

On its parent website, Doing Good
Together, are ways to make a mean‐
ingful difference, including helping
the hungry, homeless and elderly. Its
monthly listings of volunteer oppor‐
tunities include ways to Fight Pover‐
ty, Care for Animals, Get Creative for
a Cause, Heal the Earth and Provide
Comfort. It also features a Reading
with Empathy list of children books
along with reflection questions. 

Much of Doing Good Together is
focused on families and ways to teach
children to give back. For example,
Fighting Poverty provides projects
that can be done at home and deliv‐
ered. 

“My goal is for parents to see the
importance of teaching these lessons
to children from a young age,” Rag‐
gio said, “and raising a generation of
children who value others, giving back
and sharing what they have. It’s an
opportunity for them to learn com‐
passion and empathy.” 

To volunteer, please see: www.
doinggoodtogether.org/family‐vol‐
unteering‐silicon‐valley

Almaden Country Day School
Community service is a key com‐

ponent of education at Almaden Coun‐
try Day School. Students participate
in school‐wide service programs
throughout the academic year.

During the coronavirus pandemic,
the school donated masks to a hos‐
pital serving a low‐income commu‐
nity (purchased for asthmatic stu‐
dents when wildfires made breath‐
ing difficult); wipes, hand sanitizer
and insulated water bottles
to St. Vincent de Paul for
homeless families (some
recently displaced); provid‐
ed meals for hungry fami‐
lies served by Loaves and
Fishes Family Kitchen; and
hosted a blood drive. 

“Private schools should
have a public service com‐
ponent serving their com‐
munity and the greater
good,” said Almaden Coun‐
try Day School Head of
School, Dr. Olaf “Ole” Jor‐
genson. “We’re constantly
speaking with students
about issues involving social
justice and equity.”

When Jorgenson was
alerted that the Santa Clara
County Red Cross was crit‐
ically short in their blood
supply, he quickly worked
with school volunteers to
organize a blood drive
onsite, filling signups in

three hours. People donated enough
blood and plasma to save 105 lives. 

For Loaves and Fishes, teachers
contributed items to fill 140 bags with
sandwiches, drinks, snacks and
desserts for those experiencing
hunger. They plan to do it again soon.

“It feels good to be able to do some
good,” Jorgenson said. “Our obliga‐
tion as teachers and parents is to help
children recognize they have a respon‐
sibility for others. When we help oth‐
ers live a better life, we find our own
meaning and purpose. We make soci‐
ety stronger with our contributions.”
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Times Community News

Nima collects food for Second Harvest through his
Cookies for Cans project.

Families made cheerful cards for seniors
living in a nearby low-income assisted
living facility. Photos courtesy of Ashley

Raggio, Director, Doing Good Together,

Silicon Valley.

3rd graders make decorative signs for a homeless
men's shelter downtown SJ.
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Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Almaden Times?
Press day: June 24, 2020
Deadline: June 21, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com



ALMADEN TIMES n JUNE 12 - JUNE 25, 2020 n PAGE 17SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times News

Longtime radio station
owner and former Eisenhow‑
er speechwriter dies at age
98

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
an Jose has lost a civic
minded media legend, Bob
Kieve.

He truly was known as a “one of
a kind” man who always had altru‐
istic intentions in helping others
his entire life.

He passed away with his daugh‐
ter Lenoir at his side on Sunday
morning, May 24, at the age of 98.
While his career was in radio, his
true calling was to make San Jose
a better place to live.  

Touching thousands of people in
a positive way, the San Jose City
Council honored him with an offi‐
cial “Bob Kieve Day” in Dec. 2018. 

In 2007, he was inducted into the
Bay Area Radio Hall of Fame, which
also bestowed “legendary station”
status to KLIV in 2017.

Known for wearing bow ties with
his suits, Kieve held political views
but never demonized anyone along
the way, and some of his com‐
mentaries ran in the Times Com‐
munity Newspapers.    

Always open to new, diverse voic‐
es in our community, Kieve was an
early supporter of the political
career of Madison Nguyen, the city’s
first Vietnamese city council mem‐
ber. Nguyen considered Kieve a
mentor and friend and said she was
“beyond heartbroken” about his
death.

Kieve served on several
boards, including the San Jose
Symphony, the Silicon Valley
Leadership Group, Regional
Medical Center and the Rotary
Club of San Jose, where he was
president and pushed for the
inclusion of women to the club in
the 1980s. 

“One of his causes was both the
former and the current Sympho‐
ny Orchestra which he offered
considerable guidance and gen‐
erous gifts,” said Andrew Bales,
President of Symphony Silicon
Valley. “He was on top of things
right to the end as he was on a
Zoom call with the Symphony
Board four days before his pass‐
ing   and contributed the last word
to that meeting. He will be
missed!” 

Early life
Kieve was born in Jersey City,

N.J. and was accepted at Harvard,
where he started working at the
university’s radio station started
by the Crimson newspaper in Dec.,
1940. Soon he was running the
station and knew he wanted to
make a career in radio.

Kieve loved sports, and as a 12‐
year‐old, he’d cross the Hudson

River to watch the New York
Giants play at the Polo Grounds
and Yankee Stadium. He was for‐
tunate to collect the signatures of
Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig and other
baseball greats on a ball he gift‐
ed to the Giants which would have
fetched hundreds of thousands of
dollars at auction, but this was a
characteristic of the generous and
civic‐minded Kieve.

Although he wanted to serve
his country in the U.S. Military
after graduating in 1943, a heart
murmur kept him from serving.
Instead he worked in the Office of
War Information for the State
Department in Madrid, Spain.

Kieve became a speechwriter
for President Dwight Eisenhow‐
er in the 1950s, but he would
always downplay his role in the
administration by pointing out he
was just one member of a writing
team. However, his office was full
of photographs and other memen‐
tos from that time, including typed
speeches with changes — very
few changes — that Eisenhower
himself made in red pen.

After successfully running radio
stations in Rochester, N.Y., Kieve
arrived in San Jose in 1967 where
he purchased AM radio station
KLIV. Kieve’s Empire Broadcast‐
ing Company later purchased easy
listening AM station KARA —
which he later sold for millions
of dollars — and also purchased
country music station KRTY,
which Kieve turned around to
profitability.   

Kieve joined the San Jose Rotary
Club in 1977 and has been a pres‐
ence at its meetings for more than
four decades. He served as the
400‐member club’s president
from 1990 to ’91, and dubbed it
“Greatest Rotary Club in the
World.” 

“The CEO Show”
He kept KLIV an all‐news sta‐

tion for years, adding communi‐
ty‐oriented programs like “The
CEO Show,” a business interview
show hosted by Silicon Valley
Leadership Group CEO Carl
Guardino. 

“I will always cherish the oppor‐
tunity Bob afforded me to air “The
CEO Show” on KLIV for eight years
until the station was sold, pro‐
viding me insights and feedback
after numerous weekly shows,”
Guardino said. Last year we
approached San Jose to declare a
“Bob Kieve Day” and present him
with the Key to the City. On Sun‐
day morning, Bob was given the
Key to Heaven.”

When KLIV became too much
of a financial drain on Kieve’s
company, he reluctantly sold the
station’s land. His desire was to
donate the station’s signal to the
city of San Jose to broadcast city
meetings and important news
alerts, but the idea never came to
pass.

Councilmember elect Matt
Mahan said, “My heart is heavy
with the loss of Bob Kieve, who
led an extraordinary life. When I
was 18, Bob conducted my Har‐
vard admissions interview. We
debated politics for nearly two
hours, agreeing about little, and
I assumed I screwed it up. He later
liked to joke that I was the only
interviewee for whom Harvard
listened to his recommendation.
When I finally came back to San
Jose, Bob took me under his wing
and was incredibly generous with
his time, advice and relationships.
Every few months he would
organize a lunch to help me meet
leaders in the community who he
thought I ought to know. I already
miss Bob so much and I know that
throughout the rest of my life
there will be many times when I
wish I could pick up the phone
and talk to him.”

San Jose loses community champion Bob Kieve  

San Jose radio legend Bob Kieve is pictured in this file photo. Photo courtesy

of the San Jose Rotary Club.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, San Jose
CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum",
which means "Peace be
upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. It is the last in
the line and a continuation
of the Abrahamic faiths.
People who follow Islam
are called Muslims. The
Quran is the Divine book
that guides all mankind to
come closer to their cre-
ator.
Please visit our website to
learn more. 

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Please 
recycle

this 
newspaper!

Home ServicesShoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern 
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408 494.7000

Services

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Clocks TimesClassifieds

Storage

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.
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