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By Jane McClure

A five-story building with a 50,000 square-foot 
supermarket on the main floor and four levels 
of apartments above will anchor the southeast 

corner of Ford Parkway and Cretin Avenue if five zon-
ing variances are approved on June 29 by the St. Paul 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA). 

All five variances have been recommended for ap-
proval by the Community Development Committee 
of the Highland District Council (HDC). Though the 
committee had more praise than criticism for the pro-
posed building at 2170 Ford Pkwy., its chair, Tim More-
head, cautioned Ryan Companies about seeking so 
many variances. “Ryan has worked so hard to develop 
trust in the neighborhood,” he told company represen-
tatives. “That’s a trust you don’t want to lose.”

The local advocacy group Neighbors for a Livable 
St. Paul opposes the variances. In a statement, it said 
“the project is barely underway, but already we’re see-
ing a determination by the developers to chip away at 
restrictions on building heights, further increase den-
sity, and further diminish the minimal open space pro-
vided by the (master plan).”

The master plan for the 122-acre site of Ford Motor 
Company’s former assembly plant was adopted by the 
St. Paul City Council in 2017. Two sets of amendments 
to that plan have since been approved at the request of 
Ryan. 

Five-story, 230-unit 
apartment building 
with grocery planned 
at Cretin-Ford Pkwy.
Ryan Companies requests 
five variances for project

Police reform debated at local, state and federal levels

A drumbeat for 
healing in the heart 
of the Twin Cities

 Benita Buckner and husband “Baba 
Jesse” Buckner led a dozen youngsters 
(left) from their Heart and Soul Drum 
Academy in a drum circle on June 14
in the parking lot of the former 
Walmart store on University Avenue. 
The interactive performance was
intended to bring healing to the Mid-
way business district damaged
in the riots of May 28-29. 
Photos by 
Brad Stauffer

By Jane McClure

Police reform will be taken up by the St. Paul 
City Council in a policy session beginning at 
10 a.m. Thursday, June 25. While a majority 

of Minneapolis City Council members have called 
for disbanding that city’s police department, that is 
not the case in St. Paul. 

In Ward 6, City Council member Nelsie Yang 
supports disbanding the St. Paul police force, but 
Ward 4’s Mitra Jalali has spoken for a more gradual 
shift of resources to community-based alternatives. 

Other City Council members would rather see the 
city step up its ongoing efforts at police reform, a 
move supported by Police Chief Todd Axtell.

Ward 2 City Council member Rebecca Noecker 
joined District 65 Senator Sandy Pappas and Dis-
trict 65B Representative Carlos Mariani in an online 
forum on police reform on June 11. The new push 
comes in the wake of the killing of George Floyd at 
the hands of Minneapolis police on May 25, a death 
that has led to worldwide outrage over police bru-
tality, especially when it comes to black suspects.

The St. Paul Police Department has already made 
changes in its use of force and K-9 policies. Social 
workers now accompany police when responding 
to calls for people in crisis. So-called community 
ambassadors are being hired to reach out to young 
people, and restorative justice is being pursued 

for nonviolent offenders. St. Paul Mayor Melvin 
Carter also pushed through a $1.7 million Commu-
nity First Public Safety initiative as part of the city’s 
2020 budget. Much of that program has yet to be 
implemented, and that has frustrated City Coun-
cil members who would like to see the program up 
and running.

The advocacy group Root and Restore St. Paul has 
called on the City Council to cut the Police Depart-
ment’s $105 million budget by $20 million and re-
direct that money elsewhere. An online petition by 
that group is getting thousands of signatures. “Now 
in Minneapolis and around the nation, we’re seeing 
a broad uprising of people and politicians who are 
acknowledging that our system of policing is not 

City Council is divided over 
best approach in St. Paul

police reform   c4

ford-Cretin Project  c2
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For more information, call 651-699-1462 or 
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“We’re happy to be here after many years of 
work,” said Maureen Michalski, vice president 
for development at Ryan. She emphasized 
that the building is consistent with the master 
plan and the underlying mixed-use commer-
cial and residential zoning. No park or other 
open space will be lost, she said.

Plans for 2170 Ford Pkwy. call for an un-
named grocer on the first floor and 230 
apartments above. A residential lobby will 
include meeting rooms, a fitness center and 
co-working spaces. The rent for three of the 
apartments will be affordable to households 
making 60 percent of the Twin Cities’ median 
household income. The rest of the apartments 
will be market-rate.

The building will have 210 parking spaces 
for residents underground and 226 spaces for 
customers on the ground floor. Access to the 
parking will be off of Cretin Avenue and a one-
way alley on the east side of the building. A 
loading dock will face the alley, which will be 
separated from the adjacent Highland Village 
Center by a grade change.

The building’s design draws on two other 
local structures—the Vintage on Selby, anoth-
er Ryan development on the northeast corner 
of Selby and Snelling avenues, and the historic 
Dakotah on the southeast corner of Western 
and Selby avenues, according to Joe Peris, real 

estate development manager for Ryan.
Ryan is seeking a variance for lot coverage. 

The master plan limits new buildings in that 
zone to 70 percent lot coverage. Ryan would 
like the building to cover 90.3 percent of the 
lot. According to Ryan, the variance is needed 
to accommodate the grocery store and its 
parking. As a comparison, Peris said, the Vin-
tage on Selby covers 87 percent of its lot.

Other variances relate to design. The mas-
ter plan requires buildings in the “urban cen-
ter” of the Ford site to have at least 65 percent 

transparent glazing on the bottom 12 feet of 
the building. Ryan is proposing glazing or 
windows on 34 percent of the bottom 12 feet. 
The variance is needed to accommodate the 
building’s design and the lot’s grade change, 
which slopes to the west, Michalski said.

Having a grocery store as a tenant is one 
factor in the requested height variance. Under 
the master plan, building heights are limited 
to 65 feet unless the building meets setback 
requirements. Ryan is seeking a 75-foot height 
to give the grocery store a higher ceiling. Ryan 

would also like a decorative corner tower on 
the building rising 90 feet above the intersec-
tion of Ford Parkway and Cretin. 

The HDC committee questioned Ryan 
representatives about traffic, building set-
backs and other design issues, but it was the 
fifth variance for car-sharing facilities that 
drew the most debate. HDC board member 
Mathews Hollinshead said he does not want 
to see the required eight car-sharing spaces 
eliminated, as requested by Ryan. “That tells 
me it’s going to be a long time before we have 
car-sharing at the Ford site,” he said. 

The master plan for the Ford site requires 
that some buildings have dedicated spaces 
for vehicles in car-sharing programs. Two car-
sharing spaces are required in buildings of 
at least 201 apartments, with one additional 
space for every 200 apartments over 200. Two 
car-sharing spaces are required in parking lots 
with at least 50 spaces for non-residential use, 
with an additional car-sharing space required 
for every 40 spaces over 50.

Car-sharing is still planned for the Ford 
site, Michalski said. Ryan is proposing a to-
tal of 436 parking spaces at 2170 Ford Pkwy. 
However, instead of providing the required 
car-sharing spaces at each of its buildings, 
Ryan would like to provide car-sharing hubs 
with enough spaces to meet the requirements 
for several buildings, along with space at the 
front of the grocery store for scooter parking.

A rendering of Ryan Companies’ proposed mixed-use building at Ford Parkway and Cretin Avenue.

1b Ford-Cretin project

By Jane McClure

CommonBond Communities’ plan to 
build a five-story, 60-unit apartment 
building for low-income seniors at 830 

S. Cretin Ave. will be reviewed by the St. Paul 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) on Monday, 
June 29. It would be among the first buildings 
constructed on the 122-acre site of Ford Motor 
Company’s former assembly plant in High-
land Park. Three variances have been request-
ed for the project, and all have the support of 
the Community Development Committee of 
the Highland District Council (HDC). 

The building would be located just west of 
the Highland Village Center and just south of 
the five-story mixed-use market-rate apart-
ment building and grocery store that Ryan 
Companies has proposed (see the story on 
page 1).

Established in St. Paul in 1971, the nonprofit 
CommonBond Communities has developed 
affordable housing in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Iowa and South Dakota, some of them with 
support services. It currently manages close to 

8,000 units with a total of more than 13,000 
residents.

The proposed building would be open to 
seniors age 55 and older with household in-
comes at or below 30 percent of the Twin Cit-
ies’ median. Under current levels set by the 
Metropolitan Council, monthly rents would 
be $562 for a one-bedroom and $675 for a 
two-bedroom apartment.

The building would have 48 one-bedroom 
units and 12 two-bedroom units. Seven apart-
ments would be earmarked for residents who 
have been homeless. A community room, 
rooms for crafts and computers and other 
amenities will be provided for residents. 
There will also be an enclosed porch along 
Bohland Avenue. The building will have 29 
parking spaces for residents, guests and staff. 
All of the spaces would be in an above-ground 
parking lot.

What generated the most debate among 
HDC committee members was the proposed 
setback variance for the north property line, 
between the CommonBond building and 
the larger mixed-use building to the north. A 

four-foot setback is required and a two-foot 
setback is proposed. The committee vote 
was 6-2, with dissenting members calling for 
more open space between the two buildings.

CommonBond senior program manager 
Justin Eilers said the setback is needed to ac-
commodate the parking lot’s driveway, so 
that vehicles entering and exiting do not have 
to make tight turns. “A wider driveway would 
serve the residents better,” he said.

Committee member Jim Schoettler dis-
agreed: “The wider the driveway is, the less 
careful people will be.” He argued that if peo-
ple cannot make a tighter turn, perhaps they 
should not be driving.

CommonBond is trying to accommodate 
the building’s older residents, whose needs 
will no doubt change over time, according to 
Cecile Bedor, CommonBond’s vice president 
for real estate. A wider driveway would be 
easier for some residents to use, she said.

According to Bedor and Anthony Adams, a 
civil engineer for Ryan Companies, the Ford 
site’s master developer, CommonBond and 
Ryan will work together to extensively land-

scape the space between the two buildings.
A second variance is tied to the open space 

requirement for each parcel on the Ford site. 
A minimum lot coverage of 25 percent is re-
quired for open space, and 16 percent is pro-
posed to accommodate parking.

HDC committee members asked why 
underground parking was not considered. 
Bedor and Brita Carlson, the project’s archi-
tect from the firm LHB, said that the cost of 
underground parking is prohibitive for an af-
fordable housing development. Bedor cited 
the lot’s small size as another challenge. “We 
thought (at-grade parking) was the best solu-
tion,” she said.

A third variance requested by Common-
Bond would eliminate the requirement of one 
parking space with an electric vehicle (EV) 
charging station. The Ford site’s master plan 
requires that EV charging stations be installed 
in parking facilities. With 29 parking spaces, 
one EV parking space is required. Common-
Bond representatives said that they would be 
willing to configure one parking space to ac-
commodate EV charging in the future.

Affordable senior housing planned west of Highland Village Center
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By Carolyn Walkup

Businesses across the area served by the 
Villager are reopening or rebuilding in 
the wake of the vandalism, arson and 

looting that spread throughout the Twin Cit-
ies following the initial peaceful protests over 
the killing of George Floyd on May 25 while 
in the custody of four Minneapolis police of-
ficers. 

In St. Paul’s Midway area, on Grand Avenue 
and in Highland Village, business owners are 
repairing everything from broken windows 
and damaged interior fixtures to walls and 
ceilings destroyed by fire. The damages were 
incurred on May 28 and 29 before the Min-
nesota National Guard and state police were 
successfully deployed to reinforce local police 
and fire departments overwhelmed by the ri-
oting. 

An estimated 700 buildings were reported 
damaged in Minneapolis.

In St. Paul, the buildings of 45 businesses 
were totally destroyed or suffered major dam-
age, according to Suzanne Donovan of the 
city’s Department of Safety and Inspections. 
Early estimates of the property damage to 
those 45 establishments total $73.2 million, 
Donovan said. Another 235 St. Paul estab-
lishments suffered some damage or looting. 
However, that number continues to grow as 
properties are assessed and additional reports 
are obtained, Donovan said.

University Avenue was the hardest hit busi-
ness district in St. Paul. All that remains of 
Bole Ethiopian Cuisine at the corner of Uni-
versity and Syndicate Street is a huge pile of 
rubble. Many neighboring businesses were 
also torched, some of them to the ground.

“We’ll rebuild and continue to serve our 
community for years to come,” said Bole own-
ers Solomon Hailie and Rekik Abaineh on the 
restaurant’s Facebook page. They thanked the 
individuals and organizations that have con-
tributed to their rebuilding fund. 

Nancy Rosenberg, second-generation co-
owner of Big Top Wine & Spirits at 1544 Uni-
versity Ave., is uncertain about the future of 
the store cofounded by her father, Sidney 
Applebaum. Big Top was looted in broad day-
light on May 28 and set on fire in the middle 
of that night.

“We grieve for the family of George Floyd,” 
Rosenberg said in a written statement. “We 
grieve for the Midway community. We grieve 
for our nation. The Applebaum family has 
been providing food and beverages to the St. 

Paul community for over 100 years. We re-
main committed to doing what is best for St. 
Paul.”

Other Midway businesses destroyed or 
badly damaged by arson included NAPA Auto 
Parts, O’Reilly Auto Parts, Sports Dome, En-
terprise Rent-a-Car, Furniture Barn, T.J. Maxx, 
Maxx It Pawn, Boost Mobile, Springboard for 
the Arts, Great Clips, Foot Locker, GameStop 
and To New York.

SuperTarget at 1300 University Ave. was 
looted before noon on May 28 and closed 
briefly. In a statement, Target management 
pledged to help small businesses suffering 
from property damage to rebuild.

Thieves and arsonists appeared to target 
pharmacies, liquor stores and convenience 
stores. Many of the Speedway gas stations 
and Holiday Station Stores that were broken 
into and damaged remain closed. The Speed-
way at 2051 Grand Ave. was badly burned. A 
spokesperson for the Ohio-based corporation 
would not comment on the future of specific 
Speedway locations, saying only that they are 
still assessing the damages in rioting nation-
wide.

Several local Walgreens and CVS phar-
macies were hit along with some of the few 
remaining independent drug stores. “Wal-
greens is continuing to work as quickly as pos-
sible to reopen impacted stores,” said Alexan-
dra Brown, a spokesperson in the pharmacy’s 
corporate office.

Security cameras at the Walgreens at 734 
Grand Ave. recorded a large group of masked 
thieves breaking through windows and even 
a wall with a hacksaw and stealing drugs and 
other merchandise, according to an unidenti-
fied sales clerk. The looters returned several 
times, the clerk said. The video recording also 
showed police entering the Walgreens and 
making some arrests, she said.

 Looters broke a window and stole drugs 
and cash at West Seventh Pharmacy, 1106 W. 
Seventh St., according to owner Jeff Johnson. 
He boarded up all of the pharmacy’s windows 
for several days as a precaution, but did not 
close the century-old drug store.

Another independent pharmacy, St. Paul 
Corner Drug at Snelling and St. Clair avenues, 
escaped damage when the owner’s daughter, 
Lucie Hoeschen, confronted a group of young 
adults armed with baseball bats preparing to 
break in just before closing time. Owner John 
Hoeschen and friends boarded the windows 
shortly thereafter and “sat vigil” for the next 
10 nights without incident, he said.

First Grand Avenue 
Liquors, 918 Grand Ave., 
lost $7,000 worth of li-
quor to about 20 people 
who roamed through 
the store for six minutes 
with the alarm blaring. 
“Everybody was wear-
ing masks, but we think 
they were local,” said owner Nick Nadeau. 
“We recognized two people.” 

The thieves primarily stole high-end whis-
keys, cognacs and tequilas—all of the pints 
and half-pints they could carry, according to 
Nadeau. “We cleaned up and opened the next 
day,” he said.

International Wines & Liquors, 710 S. 
Cleveland Ave. closed for four days after it 
was broken into. Thieves smashed windows 
and destroyed a computer as well as the video 
cameras that would have recorded the inci-
dent before walking away with an unspecified 
amount of liquor, a manager said.

A block away, the Fixery at 760 S. Cleveland 
Ave. was burglarized in what manager Mark 
Wilsey described as a “smash and grab.” The 
burglars smashed windows and glass display 
cabinets and ran off with watches and an 
entire case of watch bands. The whole epi-
sode lasted about a minute as the alarm was 
sounding. The group fled in trucks without 
license plates, Wilsey said. The watch, clock 

and jewelry repair shop closed for several 
days, but is back in business now.

Robert Moeller, second-generation co-
owner of R.F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 Ford 
Pkwy., said a “roving gang” of some 20 people 
broke in to his store during the afternoon of 
May 28 by throwing a rock through a window. 
“We got everyone out and boarded up,” he 
said. In spite of that, the burglars came back 
three times and took an unspecified amount 
of jewelry, he said.

Moeller said he saw a total of 18 cars of 
looters roving through Highland Village and 
heard five gunshots. “It was like nothing I’d 
ever seen,” he said. “It was like another di-
mension.”

Moeller closed the jewelry store for about a 
week. 

The federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives is offering a reward for 
information leading to the arrest of those who 
set any of the 135 fires during the unrest. For 
more information, call 888-283-8477 or email  
ATFTips@atf.gov.

Siblings and Big Top Wine 
& Spirits co-owners Jay 
Applebaum and Nancy 
Rosenberg surveyed the 
damage to their store and 
other Midway Center busi-
nesses last week. At right, 
St. Paul firefighters secured 
the burned-out hulk of Big 
Top on May 29.   Photos by
                                        Brad Stauffer

Getting back to 
business as usual
Area merchants rebuild, reopen 
in the wake of May 28 and 29 riot

reformable,” Root & Restore said in statement. 
Complicating the police funding issue is the 

COVID-19 pandemic, which has caused losses 
in city property and sales tax revenue. The 
city could be saddled with a deficit of $34 mil-
lion or more as a result, and that would likely 
mean program and service cuts in every city 
department.

Carter and City Council members have 
been following the current efforts at police 
reform by the state and federal governments. 
The Minnesota Legislature debated the is-
sue last week in a special session, but had not 
reached agreement on any legislation as of 
the Villager’s deadline. Among the proposals 
at the Capitol were additional police officer 
training, more background checks on pro-
spective police officers, new methods for ad-

dressing mental health crises and changes in 
use of force policies. 

According to Mariani, people need to keep 
talking about what happened to Floyd and 
others at the hands of law enforcement. 
“When we stop talking about what happened 
to George Floyd, we start losing this fight,” 
he said. Mariani, Pappas and Noecker all said 

that it is crucial to put citizens and their ideas 
at the center of discussions if society is to re-
form the police and address systemic racism.

President Donald Trump signed an execu-
tive order on June 16 establishing a federal da-
tabase to track police officers with a history of 
complaints for the use of excessive force. The 
executive order encourages law enforcement 
agencies to use best practices and creates fi-
nancial incentives for doing so. The president 
also wants more programs that assign mental 
health professionals and social workers to as-
sist law enforcement in emergency calls in-
volving people who are homeless, mentally ill 
or chemically dependent.

Mayor Carter addressed police reform be-
fore the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee via 
video link on June 16. He told the committee of 
his background as the son of a St. Paul police 
officer and testified in support of the proposed 

Justice in Policing Act. That act includes provi-
sions to streamline the prosecution of officers 
accused of using excessive force. It would also 
set national standards for law enforcement, 
require more data collection and tracking, and 
provide more money for community-based 
policing and alternative policing.

Carter spoke of the racial disparities that he 
and other people of color have experienced all 
of their lives and the distrust that creates. He 
also emphasized the need for police officers to 
understand the communities they serve. Po-
lice officers who get to know the people they 
come across on patrol can “come up with a 
whole lot of reasons not to shoot someone,” 
Carter said. 

To watch the St. Paul City Council’s policy 
session on police reform, visit https://stpaul.
legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

1b police reform Mayor Melvin Carter spoke of 
the racial disparities that he 

and other people of color have 
experienced all of their lives 

and the distrust that creates. He 
also emphasized the need for 

police officers to understand the 
communities they serve. 
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By Frank Jossi

New Art Salon owner Roger 
Tschida had grand plans to 
open in early June after be-

ing closed for two and a half months 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic that 
shuttered or greatly curtailed busi-
nesses throughout Minnesota.

He waited a few weeks after 
peaceful protests over the death of 
George Floyd while in the custody 
of Minneapolis police led to looting 
and break-ins along Snelling Av-
enue, home to his salon. When New 
Art finally reopened with a host of 
health precautions in place and six 
stylists ready to get back to work, 
his customers quickly filled the ap-
pointment calendar.

Salons and barbershops were al-
lowed to reopen at 25 percent capac-
ity on June 1 and then at 50 percent 
on June 10. Local shops have deep 
cleaned their stores from the chairs 
and floors to the mirrors and prod-
uct bottles. Waiting areas have been 
removed, along with magazines, 
coffee makers and water dispensers. 
Patrons wait in their cars or on the 
sidewalk before receiving a call or a 
text notifying them to come in. 

New Art Salon, 655 S. Snelling 
Ave., uses a touchless thermometer 
to check both workers and clients 
to see if they are running a tem-
perature above 100.4, Tschida said. 
Both clients and stylists are required 
to wear masks. All chairs, clippers, 
scissors and other equipment get 
sanitized immediately after use. 

And wet hair will remain wet, 
since stylists cannot use hair dryers 
because of the potential to spread 

the virus. At least New Art’s interior 
design affords enough room for six 
stylists to work at the same time be-
cause of the spacing of the chairs.

“Our stations—very, very, fortu-
nately—are six feet apart on cen-
ter,” Tschida said. “How perfect is 
that? That was my design from day 
one and it worked out to be COVID-
ready. But it was a complete guess 
because I originally did it for com-
fort. There’s plenty of elbow space 
for clients and stylists.”

Being able to reopen has been met 
with a rush of business from people 
who have been growing shaggy and 
seeing their roots show over the 
past months. “It’s been very busy,” 
Tschida said. “Cuts and colors are 
definitely needed.”

Bee Peterson, owner of Urban Vil-
lage Salon at 134 N. Western Ave., 
opened a second shop in the North 
Loop neighborhood in Minneapolis 
in early March. Two weeks later, she 
had to shut it down. Stress-induced 
hair loss ensued as she grew ner-
vous about the large investment in 
leasing a space her stylists could no 
longer use.

Today both locations are open. 
Stylists maintain a strict cleaning 
regimen after serving each client, 
Peterson said, and masks remain a 
requirement. 

Peterson recently read an article 
where two stylists tested positive 
for COVID-19 after cutting the hair 
of dozens of people in a southern 
state, but did not transfer the virus.

“That’s good news for us, because 
they really work,” Peterson said of 
the safety precautions taken by sa-
lons. “We don’t want to get anyone 

sick and we don’t want to be sick.” 
The hardest transition for Peter-

son has been wearing a mask for up 
to 12 hours a day. Along with being 
uncomfortable, she said the inabili-
ty to read clients’ expressions causes 
the loss of nonverbal communica-
tion in social interaction.

Brad Schlaeger, owner of Acco-
lades Salon Spa at 2065 Randolph 
Ave. and two Minneapolis shops, 
reopened at the beginning of June 
with many changes to the opera-
tion. He installed plexiglass barri-
ers between stations, at the front 
desk, between shampoo bowls and 
even above the heads of clients “so 
there’s no possibility of a service 
provider breathing down or a client 
breathing up,” he said. 

More plexiglass was installed for 
pedicure and manicure stations. 
“No one can breathe on anybody 
and it looks pretty cool,” Schlaeger 
said. His salons use three forms of 
sanitation, from a hospital grade 
disinfectant to alcohol to a plexi-
glass cleaner.

Hair care professionals are taught 
in school to maintain a high level of 
sanitation in their salons and must 
continue to do so to meet their li-
censure requirements, so keeping 
things clean is “old school to us,” 
Schlaeger said. “I did go above and 
beyond (the regulations) because I 
wanted to make sure the clients felt 
safe and my staff felt safe.” 

Rita Ambourn once had 60 peo-
ple working in her sprawling hair 
and day spa at 464 S. Snelling Ave. 
The salon’s size has helped during 
the pandemic because she has just 
six stylists working today. 

Ambourn said staff wipe every-
thing down when customers are 
present, so they can see the salon’s 
attention to detail and best prac-
tices. Other salon owners have 
struggled because they have much 
smaller spaces and cannot serve 
many customers at once, an issue 
she does not face. “I’m lucky in that 
way,” Ambourn said. 

How long the salons will have to 

operate with the extra precautions 
remains uncertain and that worries 
the salon owners who were inter-
viewed for this story. For two years 
after the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic, 
hairdressers and their clients wore 
masks, according to Schalaeger. 

For now, he and other salon own-
ers believe the safety protocols they 
have adopted will be the new nor-
mal for the foreseeable future.

Salons reopen with safeguards in place 

New Art Salon owner Roger Tschida checks the length of Michele Nozel’s hair be-
fore styling it last week. It was her first time back to the salon since mid-February 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. Photo by Brad Stauffer 

By Jane McClure

A controversial ordinance meant to pro-
tect tenants from unfair rental prac-
tices will have its long-awaited public 

hearing before the St. Paul City Council at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, June 24. The council could 
vote on the ordinance at 3:30 p.m. that day or 
make further amendments and lay it over for 
final action in July. 

The proposed SAFE (Stable, Accessible, Fair 
and Equitable) Housing Tenant Protections 
Ordinance would amend many of the city’s 
rental housing rules, including uniformity to 
lease provisions and leasing practices. Land-
lords would have to provide detailed informa-
tion about renters’ rights and responsibilities 
before leases are signed. No more than one 
month’s rent could be charged as a security 
deposit. Tenants and the city would have to 
be alerted when a rental property goes on 
the real estate market. Standardized criteria 
would have to be used to check a prospective 

tenant’s credit, criminal and rental history. 
The measures were introduced earlier this 

year, but council action has been delayed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

After heated debate on June 17, council 
members voted on a series of amendments 
to the ordinance. Some council members 
pushed back against the amendments, citing 
the months of public process and comments. 
However, council member Rebecca Noecker 
said she found it “disturbing” that anyone 
would expect an original version of the ordi-
nance to move ahead as is. “We’re elected to 
hear from our constituents,” she said. 

Tenant advocacy groups, housing providers 
and landlords have suggested several amend-
ments to the ordinance over the past several 
weeks. One major change would push the 
ordinance’s starting date from January 1 to 
March 1 of 2021. Council member Dai Thao 
sought a July 1 start date, but offered March 
1 as a compromise. That change passed on a 
4-3 vote. Thao said he wants to ensure there 

is plenty of time for the measures to be vetted 
and implemented properly.

Another key change exempts rental proper-
ties with four or fewer units from a require-
ment that there be a 90-day advance notice to 
the city and tenants of an upcoming sale.

Council member Mitra Jalali strongly op-
posed that change, calling it a “huge erosion 
in policy.” She said it would affect as many as 
18,000 apartment units in some of the city’s 
poorest neighborhoods. The change passed 
5-2, with Jalali and Nelsie Yang opposed.

Several other amendments also won ap-
proval, including technical changes, a change 
spelling out how the measures would be paid 
for by the city, and changes to the ordinance’s 
implementation and evaluation processes. 
One change spells out the need to have people 
of color involved in those processes.

Other changes create uniform background 
check periods and clarify that only evictions 
where there is a court judgment should be 
considered in rental history.

The proposed ordinance is likely to pass this 
summer because it has support of a majority 
of council members and Mayor Melvin Carter. 
The council has received dozens of comments 
for and against the ordinance. Housing and 
rental advocacy, civil rights, faith-based and 
low-income advocacy groups have pushed 
for the ordinance, citing the city’s low-income 
housing shortage, and housing and eviction 
concerns spurred by the pandemic.

Landlords and groups such as the St. Paul 
Area Association of Realtors oppose the ordi-
nance. They contend the measures will add 
costs and in some cases put tenants at risk due 
to changes in tenant screening policies.

Both sides in the debate have brought for-
ward amendments for council members to 
consider.

“The landlords we are hearing from are 
pretty conscientious,” said council member 
Jane Prince. “We’re not hearing from the land-
lords who are running their properties into 
the ground.”

Council amends new rules for protecting tenants as hearing nears

Inc. MLS

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434edinarealty.com

With over ONE MILLION 
unique visitors a month, 
list your home on the most-used 
real estate site in Minnesota,
edinarealty.com

Mary Hardy

Mississippi Blvd Beauty!
144 Mississippi Blvd S. Strik-
ing, 3 story Tudor on glorious lot 
and block. Spectacular Kichen/
solarium/family room addition. 4 
BR, 4 Bth w/ beautiful space and 
quality. Mary and Simon Hardy.
612 751-0729  $959,900 Mary Hardy

splendid arts & crafts!
767 Linwood Ave: Glorious 
example of Arts & Crafts Ar-
chitecture. Superb condition, 
beautiful new kit/mudroom 
addition, 5BR, 4BA, C/A and 
outstanding woodwork.
612 751-0729  $895,000 

SOLD
SOLD

sougHt after Block! 
1841 Stanford; Beauti ful 
5bdrm/2bathTudor. Large bright 
rooms, main floor family room & 
eat in kitchen. New roof, A/C & 
refinished floors – fenced yard & 
2 car garage. A+ location! 
651503-0922           $499,900                 

255 syndicate st
Custom Built in 2018 w special 
attention to healthy living & ener-
gy efficiency.  4BR/3BA flooded 
with natural light. Gormet kitch-
en & high-end materials through-
out. Walk to Grand!
651503.0922    $599,900                 Brian glendenning Brian glendenning
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For over 88 years, Garlock-French has 
been committed to quality and value. 

In fact, we include a no-hassle guarantee on 
all our work and we provide competitive pricing.  

That’s the Garlock-French promise – it means everything
we do is designed to help you get more 

out of your housing investment. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer and it shows.

Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more

Peace of Mind and
Customer Happiness
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Join Us in the WAR
against Pornography
Protecting
Innocence
. . . . . . .

Preserving
Families

calofmn.com

ATTENTION:
If you worked at 3M, St. Paul, MN 
between 1973-2004 
Please contact Asbestos Investigator 
Sherry Day at (734) 878-5236 or 
sherry@SLDinvestigations.com
We are looking for people that 
worked with our deceased client.

By Anne Hauth

Rowzat Shipchandler shops at Seasoned 
Specialty Foods for two reasons. The 
first is that she and her family are social 

justice advocates who “want people to be fair-
ly paid for what they produce,” she said. The 
second is the shop’s delicious, locally sourced 
foods. Shipchandler’s favorites include por-
tabella mushroom jerky, small-batch Bloody 
Mary mix and the pho handmade by store 
owner Kayla Yang-Best.

Yang-Best, a resident of Summit Hill, 
opened Seasoned Specialty Foods at 1136 
Grand Ave. in 2017. The grocery store repre-
sents a new model of retailing called “co-re-
tailing”— a concept Yang-Best developed and 
hopes to expand. In co-retailing, the produc-
ers take home 100 percent of their sales in ex-
change for a small fee paid to the store to keep 
their products on the shelves. “If you buy a 
co-retail product for $7, all $7 goes back to the 
maker,” Yang-Best said. 

Yang-Best was one of 24 entrepreneurs 
from the Upper Midwest to receive a fellow-
ship earlier this month from the Bush Foun-
dation. The $100,000 grants went to civic 
leaders committed to shaping a better future 
for their communities. Yang-Best will use her 
grant to further her knowledge of business 
and finance and seek out professionals who 
can advise her on how to expand her vision of 
a more equitable food economy. 

Co-retailing was born out of Yang-Best’s de-
sire to bring greater equity to the food supply 
chain where she saw many inefficiencies and 
a significant underrepresentation of people of 
color. Yang-Best faced many obstacles herself 
in the 18 months she tried to get her Asian 
meal kits onto local grocery shelves. When 
she finally succeeded, she was disheartened 
by the low profit margins and the realization 
that she and so many others could not make a 
living selling the food they loved to make. 

“How can we sustain a locally produced 
food economy if producers can’t make a liv-
ing?” she asked. If we cannot figure that out, 
she added, we will be left with mass produc-
tion only, “and we’re really vulnerable when 
we do that.”

Yang-Best said her store reflects the diversi-

ty of the Twin Cities. It offers space for small-
batch food makers to dream. When Charles 
Lovejoy began making his own Bloody Mary 
mix two years ago, Seasoned Specialty Foods 
was his first retail outlet. “Seeing my product 
on a shelf right away is what motivated me 
to keep going,” Lovejoy said. “I’m an African-
American maker, and I know most of the 
people in Kayla’s shop are either women or 
minorities. It’s a great resource for our com-
munity, and I feel good about sending people 
there.”

At Seasoned Specialty Foods, 90 percent of 
the food producers are women and 50 percent 
are people of color.

Summit Hill resident Stephanie Lonetti and 
her sisters make an authentic Italian meat-
ball mix that Yang-Best helped them launch 
in 2018. “It went straight from our kitchen to 
Kayla’s shelves and immediately sold,” Lonet-
ti said. “We wouldn’t have gotten to where we 
are now without knowing that once we cre-
ated this product, it had a place to go.” 

Lovejoy and Lonetti both credit Yang-Best 
for providing the guidance and resources to 
help their businesses grow. She assisted them 
in setting prices, marketing and expanding 
their products to other stores. 

“Kayla has been a great mentor and guide, 
not only for me but for all the makers in the 
store,” Lovejoy said. “She’s always there, al-
ways open and willing to work with us.” 

With the Bush Fellowship, Yang-Best in-
tends to further develop these leadership 
qualities. “The money is for personal and 
professional growth, so that I can continue 
to energize and be a thoughtful and equitable 
leader,” she said. 

She plans to immerse herself in researching 
other communities that are ahead of Minne-
sota in how they support local producers. She 
will use the money to conduct the research, 
connect with leaders who are bringing about 
change and compensate those who help her 
learn. She hopes to figure out how to scale co-
retailing and develop a viable financial model.

“I want to see a more inclusive system of 
how food gets into the grocery stores and how 
it’s displayed,” Yang-Best said. “Co-retailing 
is not meant to take over, but we can build a 
parallel system for local producers where we 

minimize the logistics and 
hurdles. I have a vision 
that in three to five years 
we can really change our 
food system to help local 
producers succeed. When 
they succeed, we all do.”

Yang-Best applied for 
the Bush Fellowship be-
fore the coronavirus pandemic created un-
precedented challenges for food producers. 
Most small producers are struggling now, and 
many have gone out of business. Yang-Best’s 
store now carries products from 15 local mak-
ers, down from 30 before COVID-19. When 
she learned she had won the fellowship, she 
felt an even greater sense of responsibility. 

“I have a platform to make change,” she 
said. “What will that change look like now? 
How will I approach this in a new world? 
What an amazing opportunity to figure that 
out.” 

Yang-Best said it was the support of the 
local community that helped her get to this 
point and will be essential to her moving for-
ward. “I would love to see more people from 

our neighborhood come and support the local 
makers in the store,” she said. “We’re new and 
we’re under-resourced, but we’re open. Come 
in and ask what we’re all about.

“To visit us is about equity and inclusivity 
and knowing who else is in this community,” 
Yang-Best said. Plus, she added, the products 
are tasty and of high quality. Cold-pressed 
elderberry concentrate has been “selling like 
crazy lately,” she said, thanks to its immune-
boosting properties. Kombucha brewed in St. 
Paul has been the store’s most popular bever-
age. Patrons also love the low-sugar, gluten-
free scones, the frozen sambusa made by a 
local Somali-American woman and the deli 
counter that serves up a fresh banh mi.

For information, visit seasonedspecialty 
foods.com.

Kayla Yang-Best has 
introduced a new model of 
retailing at her Seasoned 
Specialty Foods store, 1136 
Grand Ave. Producers pay a 
small fee to place their goods 
on the shelves, but receive 
100 percent of their sales.
Photos by
Brad Stauffer. 

A maker’s dream
Fellowship gives Yang-Best the means 
to expand her concept of co-retailing
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Curbside pickup and home delivery now available.
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38 S Snelling Ave | St. Paul    651/225-8989

Council approves $9.5 million in 
assessments for Ford Plant site

Another step was taken on June 17 in the 
redevelopment of the Ford Motor Company’s 
former assembly plant in Highland Park. The 
St. Paul City council unanimously approved 
site infrastructure improvements and related 
assessments to extend the street grid into the 
122-acre property and make sanitary sewer, 
water main, storm sewer, traffic signal, land-
scaping and streetlighting improvements.

The assessments, totaling $9.5 million, cov-
er 45 parcels on the site. Ford site master de-
veloper Ryan Companies has been selling and 
transferring ownership of parcels to its devel-
opment partners in recent months. One new 
owner, Highland Ball, has asked the city for a 
20-year payback period on the assessments 
for its two ballfields, rather than 10 years.

That property, long known as the Ford Lit-
tle League Fields, was owned by Ford Motor 
Company for many years. One field is being 
lost to development, but two fields remain.

St. Paul says conversion therapy 
is illegal for anyone under age 18

Conversion or reparative therapy for mi-
nors is now banned in St. Paul, with the unan-
imous approval on June 17 of the City Council. 
The controversial practice, meant to change a 
person’s sexual identity or gender expression, 
has been compared to torture by opponents. 
The practice has support from conservative 
groups but is opposed by many medical or-
ganizations, including the American Medical 
Association, American Psychological Associa-
tion and American Academy of Pediatrics.

The hearing marked the first time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began that the council 
could hear speakers testify rather than reading 
written testimony. In-person hearings ended 
in March with the onset of the pandemic, so 
testimony was presented electronically.

Council members heard support for the ban 
from mental health professionals, a parent 
and a person who is a survivor of such ther-
apy. Opponents of the therapy contend that 
it can have a lasting psychological impact. No 
one spoke in opposition to the ban.

St. Paul city leaders have called for a state-
wide ban, but that effort stalled during the 
regular session of the 2020 Minnesota Leg-
islature. St. Paul joins many other cities and 
states with bans in place, including Minne-

apolis and Duluth.
It is not known how many conversion-

therapy practices exist in St. Paul. The LGBTQ 
advocacy group OutFront Minnesota has in-
dicated there are several around the state.

The council’s action prohibits licensed 
medical and mental health professionals from 
practicing conversion therapy on anyone un-
der age 18. The ban will be enforced by the 
city’s Human Rights and Equal Economic Op-
portunity Department. Violators could incur 
fines of up to $1,000.

Cyclists on Fairview Ave. will see 
added bike lanes later this year

The St. Paul City Council voted on June 17 
to approved bike lanes on Fairview Avenue 
from University to Minnehaha avenues. That 
will provide a connection for bicyclists who 
already use Fairview to the south.

The work will be done later this year in con-
junction with a street surfacing project. Fair-
view is designated in the city’s Bicycle Plan as 
a major north-south bike route. The project 
received more than half a dozen emails in sup-
port and none in opposition.

Parking bans are proposed for the west 
side of Fairview Avenue from 240 feet north 
of Charles Avenue to Minnehaha. For the rest 
of the affected area, six-foot northbound and 
southbound bike lanes will be added, with 
four-foot buffer lanes. Traffic lanes will be 10 
feet wide. 

The Public Works Department conducted 
parking counts before recommending the 
changes. Fairview in that area carries about 
7,750 vehicles per day.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, pub-
lic open houses on the project were not  held. 
Affected property owners were notified by 
mail and were asked to contact city staff if 
there were concerns. The project was recom-
mended for approval by the St. Paul Planning  
Commission’s Transportation Committee.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

Correction
Contrary to a story in the May 27 Villager, 

Heidi Schallberg is a former member of the 
Highland District Council’s Transportation 
Committee and a current member of the St. 
Paul Planning Commission’s Transportation 
Committee.

News Briefs

Sharing soil, spreading peace. On a day when unrest was happening elsewhere in 
the city in late May, 18-year-old Aries Valliant was busy helping his mother, Erica, gather topsoil from the 
Victoria Community Garden on Victoria Street and Concordia Avenue. They were taking it to the Aurora/
St. Anthony Peace Sanctuary Garden, also known as the Children’s Garden, just a few blocks to the north. 
A 2020 grad of Central High, Valliant plans to attend St. Paul College this fall. Photo by Brad Stauffer

We at Reidel l  Estey & Associates understand that this is  an 
unprecedented t ime.  f  you have fears or questions about 
the real  estate market,  we are here to offer  uidance and 
market information to any of our past and future cl ients.

Each Office  ndependently Owned and Operated

marti@reidellestey.combob@reidellestey.com
M A R T T  E S T E YBO B  R E T D E L L

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy 
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

834 Portland Avenue -  $299,900

540 Hiawatha Avenue -  $269,900

720 Goodrich Ave -  $730,000

79 Western Avenue N #601 -  $315,000

1623 Summit Avenue -  $729,900 1800 Hampshire Avenue -  $724,900

PRICE

REDUCED!

PRICE

REDUCED!

PRICE

REDUCED!
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VIEWPOINT
I have a dream that my four little children will 

one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content 
of their character.

— The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

By Dale Mischke

We saw the best of the Twin Cities 
and the worst of the Twin Cities 
in the days following George 

Floyd’s death while in the custody of four 
Minneapolis police officers. The best was the 
universal outrage and peaceful protests over 
the killing of a black man who was arrested 
for allegedly passing a counterfeit $20 bill but 
appeared to be cooperating with the police. 
The worst was the widespread vandalism, 
arson and looting that came on the heels of 
the initial peaceful protests.

Minnesota has been down this road before 
with the questionable killing of black men by 
police: Jamar Clark in North Minneapolis in 
2015 and Philando Castile in Falcon Heights 
in 2016. The protests of Floyd’s killing were 
larger and more vociferous than the protests 
following those other killings, due perhaps 
to the graphic video recorded by a bystander 
that left little doubt about the injustice and 
cold-bloodedness of Floyd’s death. 

The rioting was also much worse than 
anything the Twin Cities has seen before. It 
began in South Minneapolis on May 27 and 
spread to St. Paul and other nearby cities on 
May 28 and 29. The Villager posted a story on 
the destruction in St. Paul on its website on 
May 29. We followed that up with a front-
page story in our June 10 print edition. 

The story in the June 10 issue has been 
criticized by readers for promoting racism by 
focusing on the vandalism and looting and 

not “the dominant reality” of the peaceful 
protests (see the Villager Inbox below). The 
headline over the story erred, according to 
one reader, by associating the “protests” 
with “widespread rioting.” Another reader 
objected to the photo of the peaceful protest 
in front of the governor’s mansion with its 
image of a passionate black man directly 
beneath the headline about widespread 
rioting.

Another reader objected to the photo on 
page 4 where the story continued. The photo 
shows two neighbors who turned out on 
University Avenue on the day after the riots 
with brooms to help clean up the destruction. 
The neighbors were white. Why didn’t the 
Villager include any photos of the black 

neighbors who turned out to help clean up 
the destruction? the reader asks. Our choice 
of photos and their placement beside certain 
headlines, the reader maintains, suggests 
that black protesters were largely responsible 
for the rioting and white people for cleaning 
up after it.

We thank readers for expressing their 
opinions and take them to heart, but we 
respectfully disagree with their conclusions. 
Our coverage was nothing but honest 
journalism. What some readers may not 
appreciate is the editorial focus of the 
Villager. We are devoted almost exclusively 
to covering the southwest quarter of St. 
Paul, the adjacent Longfellow and Nokomis 
neighborhoods of Minneapolis, Mendota, 

Mendota Heights and Lilydale. Floyd’s death 
at 38th Street and Chicago Avenue in the 
Powderhorn neighborhood of Minneapolis 
was senseless and a grave injustice, but 
the big story in our area was the senseless 
vandalism, arson and looting that followed.

The June 10 story by Villager reporter Jane 
McClure on the widespread destruction of 
commercial property was remarkable for its 
breadth. The story didn’t dig deeply into the 
suffering caused by that destruction. Nor did 
it elaborate on the ardent feelings of those 
who were protesting Floyd’s death. It did 
include photos of peaceful protesters in front 
of the governor’s mansion and on the state 
Capitol mall.  

We chose the front-page photo of the 
peaceful protest for how it illustrated 
the feelings of those who took part in the 
protest. The black man in the foreground 
may look angry to some people. He certainly 
is passionate. And why wouldn’t he be, 
considering the injustice of George Floyd’s 
death? According to our photographer, the 
man is shown leading fellow protesters in 
a chant: “Hands up!” he is shouting. “Don’t 
shoot!” they respond as they march past the 
governor’s mansion.

 We as a nation are mired in problems 
stemming from our racist past. Our police 
departments are in need of reform. Without 
it, black people will continue to suffer the 
injustice of prejudice. In addition to that 
reform, we look forward to the day when the 
impassioned protester pictured on page 1 of 
the last Villager and the two neighbors with 
brooms pictured on page 4 are valued not for 
the blackness or whiteness of their skin but 
for the content of their character.

Dale Mischke is co-editor of the Villager.

A protest and a riot: Villager coverage of events explained

A peaceful protest against police brutality and the prejudicial treatment of black people marches past 
the governor’s mansion on Summit Avenue on June 1—the one-week anniversary of the killing of George 
Floyd while in the custody of four Minneapolis police officers.  photo by Casey Ek

INBOX
Dominant reality overlooked

I was stunned by the headline in the latest issue: “Floyd 
protests break out into widespread rioting” (Villager, June 10). 
I do not believe that is the dominant reality of what occurred. 
Rather widespread peaceful protests have dominated. Your 
editorial choices further shocked me when comparing the 
page 1 photo of a young black man voicing his emotions at 
a protest in front of the governor’s mansion to the photo on 
page 4: Under the headline, “Volunteers rally to help secure 
and restore neighborhoods,” is a photo of a young white man 
carrying a broom. Can you explain the choices you made?

Anne B. Parker
Lexington-Hamline

White-washing Floyd story
I pulled my latest issue of the Villager out of its plastic 

sleeve and instantly I’m hit with the connection of the 
words “protests” and “widespread rioting” in the front page 
headline and the words “vandalized and looted” in the sub-
headline before any mention of “black man’s death.” What a 
glaring example of cultural bias in our news media.

Whoever it was who wrote the headline is guilty of bad 
editorial judgment. Millions of people around the globe have 
left their homes in the midst of a pandemic to scream and 
chant and protest and plead for change following the murder 
of another black man at the hands, or in this case the knee, of 
police. In the Highland area, a couple of windows were broken 
and a number of white-owned businesses hastily boarded up 
their shops. In Midway, where a number of businesses were 
damaged and destroyed, there will be more of a long-lasting 
impact on the community. But the story is not rioting and 
looting. That is a byproduct of the continued systemic racism 
too many people experience at the hands of law enforcement 
and the pent-up anger sparked by the video that has now 
impacted the world.

The words you choose to use in a headline shape the 

narrative. As for the story itself, I understand why reporter 
Jane McClure described in the first paragraph “George Floyd’s 
death” and not “the murder of George Floyd,” as the police 
officer has not been found guilty in a court of law. But the 
headline says so much, and in this case the Villager white-
washed the story. By focusing on the words “widespread 
rioting” when that is not really the long-term story, the 
Villager is catering to a culture that needs to grow up. 

I agree that rioting and looting are part of the story, 
especially at the local level, but by making it the headline you 
are downplaying the significance of what has been sparked 
by yet another terrible example of police brutality and the 
negative consequences of racism in our society. 

D.J. Johnston
Lexington-Hamline

Racist subtext to your reporting
I was disgusted by the front page of the June 10 Villager. It 

was bad enough that you thought the most important story 
of the past few weeks was not about the murder of George 
Floyd or the repeated instances of racist police violence that 
continue to plague both St. Paul and Minneapolis over many 
decades. You barely mention the dominant response to the 
killing, which was peaceful protest, and then slander those 
protests by suggesting they turned to violence. In fact, nearly 
all violence broke out after protests had ended and involved 
only a small portion of participants in a small number of 
the protests. Nor do you mention the movement that has 
emerged to shift our resources toward more effective means 
of addressing crime and violence. 

Instead, you write a headline that screamed ,“George 
Floyd protests break out into widespread vandalism and 
looting,” and claimed without evidence that the violence in 
our community had spread “from South Minneapolis.” In 
case anyone doubted the racist subtext of your reporting, you 
illustrated the story with a photo of an African-American man 
who was screaming and flexing his muscles while marching 

in one of those protests. He was clearly one of the thousands 
of citizens who channeled their outrage into peaceful protests 
and marches. He walked alongside white neighbors who 
share his anger and frustration with the patterns of racist 
policing that are hardly limited to Minneapolis. By centering 
him below your misleading headline, you clearly intended 
to associate him and other black citizens with the violence 
that you falsely believe had “spread from Minneapolis” and 
become the most important aspect of this story. 

I hope that you find a way to report more accurately on 
the real problems facing our diverse and deeply troubled 
community and stop spreading the racist fearmongering that 
lies at the root of the crisis we face today. In the meantime, 
you owe us all an apology.

Will Jones
Macalester-Groveland

Racial stereotypes perpetuated
As a white woman in a multiracial family, I was troubled by 

some of the racially insensitive coverage of the protest and its 
aftermath in the June 10 issue of the Villager. The front page 
headline reads “Floyd protests break out into widespread 
rioting” with a large photo of a peaceful protest featuring a 
black man who appears to be passionately shouting. Note 
the man was not rioting, vandalizing or looting. But rather, 
as the smaller caption under the photo describes, he is part 
of a peaceful protest parading past the governor’s mansion 
on Summit Avenue. But the large headline connecting 
the photo of the black man to “widespread rioting” was 
mischaracterized.

The reporting continues on page 4 with three photos 
of white people with a bolded headline: “Volunteers rally 
to help secure and restore neighborhoods.” There are no 
photos of black people on this page even though they widely 
participated in cleanup efforts.

We have all heard the saying, “a picture is worth 1,000 
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words.” What message do the photos communicate? While I 
doubt that the editor’s choices were malicious, such reporting 
perpetuates stereotypes and fuels systemic racism in our 
community. We can do better. We must do better.

Kristine McKinney
Highland Park

Villager missed an opportunity
I am disappointed by your article “Floyd protests break out 

into widespread rioting.” You are a voice in our community, 
and you missed a prime opportunity to report on the real 
issues our city and country are grappling with. You chose 
to make your front-page headline about rioting instead of 
racism. You spent half a page listing businesses that were 
vandalized instead of reporting on police brutality and racial 
inequalities. You presented us with quotes from people of 
power—the police chief, politicians, business owners—but 
left out the voices of activists, community organizers and 
protesters.

Language is important. By focusing on property over 
people and leading with damage to businesses over a black 
man’s life, you are missing an opportunity to contribute 
to a meaningful dialogue that is desperately needed in the 
neighborhoods you serve.

Phil Wacker
Macalester-Groveland

Black voices oppressed
After the Minneapolis police murdered George Floyd, 

thousands of Minnesotans took to the streets to call for justice 
in an expression of grief and anguish. A chorus of George 
Floyd’s last words, “I can’t breathe,” rang through the air as 
protesters urged people everywhere to “say his name.” Protest 
signs called for the officers involved in the murder of George 
Floyd to be arrested. Protesters called for recognition that 
black lives matter and for the dismantling of racist policies 
that oppress black, indigenous and other people of color.

The Minneapolis protests sparked a global movement 
spanning all 50 states and 18 countries. People called for 
justice, not just for George Floyd, but for the countless other 
black men, women, and children needlessly killed by police. 
This uprising brought heightened awareness of the work of 
local organizations such as MPD150, Reclaim the Block, and 
Black Visions Collective among others who have long been 
fighting to defund police and invest in local communities.

Yet, the front-page headline in the June 10 Villager would 
suggest a different story. The words highlight not the 
demands of the movement, but the actions of a few rioters 
and looters. The image captures not the violence of the police 
against masses of peaceful protesters, but the stereotypical 
depiction of an angry black man. The article mourns not the 
loss of lives, but the destruction of capitalist enterprises.

This coverage oppresses black voices and allows violence 
against people of color to continue unchecked. I urge the 
Villager to rethink their coverage of this movement. You have 
the opportunity and the responsibility to pull the curtain 
back and look beyond the surface level narrative. Include 

the demands of protesters and the accomplishments of the 
movement. Include the displays of art and community in the 
wake of George Floyd’s death. Uplift the voices of local black 
leadership. Let them tell their story.  

Rachel Adley 
Highland Park

No more than a business flyer
I was distressed to see the racist front cover of the June 10 

Villager. This protest was about the death of George Floyd and 
the rage it and the hundreds of other deaths at the hands of 
police have inspired. The violence and looting appeared to be 
from groups who were taking advantage of the chaos and had 
nothing to do with the demands for justice for Floyd and all 
the others who have killed by police. You are not a newspaper, 
just a business flyer.

Virginia Martin
Summit-University

Better hang on to that plywood
St. Paul business owners may want to hang on to the 

plywood that was covering their windows for a while. Just 
think what may happen if the president gets re-elected or 
the jury in the George Floyd case comes back with the wrong 
verdict. 

Gary Fischbach
Mendota Heights

Grateful for the mayor we have
Thank goodness St. Paul has somebody so sane, balanced, 

thoughtful, ethical and intelligent as its mayor during these 
challenging times. As the crisis has played out through 
multiple news conferences, he was a welcome voice of 
compassion, empathy and reason, speaking eloquently and 
showing leadership throughout. 

If you are unfamiliar with what Mayor Carter is about, 
I recommend watching his interview with Conan O’Brien 
on YouTube. Mayor Carter has inherited a complex societal 
problem that has been festering for centuries, dating back to 
the original sin of slave owning. We need leaders who will 
help us, to quote Al Sharpton, “make America good for the 
first time.” Finally! It is long overdue.

Heidi Burris
Macalester-Groveland

Get rid of police unions 
The unrest across our community due to the killing of 

George Floyd is a direct result of the police unions that have 
shielded their officers from accountability. It is good to 
see that the governor is calling a special session to address 
reforms. However, the legislative proposal from the People 
of Color & Indigenous Caucus does not go far enough. Its 
proposal would leave the police unions intact and merely 
reform how arbitration is handled for law enforcement 
terminations. 

The union that represents the Minneapolis Police 
Department has sewn much discord in our community and 

stood in the way of accountability and reform for decades. 
That discord has led populations to lose faith in the police 
department. The way to restore the faith of the people is to 
get rid of the police union by passing legislation that would 
ban collective bargaining in Minnesota. Leaving the union of 
the Minneapolis Police Department intact will only be kicking 
this can further down the road.

Gary Wilson
Mendota Heights

Save our single-family homes
The article on a proposed 60-unit apartment building at 

Lexington Parkway and James Avenue mentions that this 
project would require the demolition of six houses. How 
many homes have been lost in the last four years to new 
multi-family housing? I’m guessing maybe 30 or more. 
St. Paul has a huge need for affordable homes for large 
families, so why wouldn’t the city show a little creativity and 
adopt a no-teardown policy. Developers who build market-
rate apartment buildings on the site of single-family homes 
should be responsible to move and preserve those homes or 
contribute to a housing trust fund. 

It costs about $100,000 to move a home and place it on a 
new foundation. If the city kicks in $50,000 for rehab, St. Paul 
has an entry-level home available for a large family at quite 
the savings over building a new one for over $300,000. In this 
instance, the additional cost of doing business to the market 
rate developer would be about $10,000 or $50 a month. We 
all know that these old homes are built better than most new 
starter homes. I’m sure the folks at the West Seventh/Fort 
Road Federation could suggest vacant lots where the homes 
would fit into the neighborhood.

This approach is more cost-effective than a contribution to 
the housing trust fund because the numbers work better for 
the city and taxpayers. In the case of the Lexington and James 
project, St. Paul gets six units of affordable family housing for 
about $300,000 rather than building six new units for over 
$1.8 million. 

If we’re going to let developers gobble up land and tear 
down homes and create developments that impact our 
neighborhoods, there should be at least some public good 
that comes out of it. 

Julian Loscalzo
Lexington-Hamline 

A plea for civility
At 3:15 p.m. on Sunday, June 7, I had an unfortunate 

interaction with a bicyclist on Otis Avenue. After crossing the 
intersection at Marshall Avenue going south, on a green light, 
I saw a bicyclist ahead of me and I slowed down as he was 
about to pass a parked car on our right. As I approached, he 
pulled straight out ahead of me, right in front of my car and 
I had to swerve to miss him. I’d given him way more room 
than necessary, and he had a lot of room to continue his ride. I 
slowed down even more, pulled next to him, and asked what 
just happened. I got the middle finger and a tirade about cars 
not respecting bicyclists. 

Wow! I’m in my 70s, and I really don’t have the fire to push 
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back as I did in my 60s. But I did. I made the attempt to talk 
to him, without a raised voice, to calm him down. That didn’t 
work and we got into a shouting match, which I’m sorry I 
engaged in. 

We moved on and I thought maybe I could interact with 
him in my front yard, which he was going to pass. Well, that 
didn’t happen. As he approached on his bike, I waved at him 
and asked if he would like to discuss what just happened. I 
was actually going to offer him water. He just ignored me and 
kept on going. 

What’s wrong with our society? We’re engaged in a 
pandemic, and we’ve just come through riots and looting 
that unfortunately destroyed my business. What happened 
to civility? I make a point of giving bikers the right of way, but 
they don’t care and blow through stop signs. In some cases, I 
have to slam on my brakes to avoid their illegal actions. 

No one wants anybody to get hurt. Please be kind to one 
another. We’ll all be better for it. 

Dana Rose
Highland Park

Ford developer misleads public
Whether it is intentional or not, Ryan Companies and 

CommonBond Communities recently submitted applications 
for zoning variances at the Ford site that are misleading the 
public. At issue is their reporting of how much “variance” 
they are requesting.

For example, CommonBond asks the Planning Commission 
for permission to reduce the open space around its building 
from 25 percent as required by the Ford site master plan to 
16 percent. They report this as a “variance of 9 percent.” Nine 
percent doesn’t sound like much. But what would actually 
happen is that the amount of open space would be reduced by 
more than one third. The resulting open space would be less 
than two-thirds of what the master plan requires. 

For years, Highland neighbors have decried the failure to 
plan for sufficient open and recreational space at the Ford site. 
CommonBond’s proposal would make a bad situation even 
worse. Its variance application should be rejected. Providing 
the public with deceptive statistics adds insult to injury. It 
should not be allowed.

Charles Hathaway
Highland Park

Breach of good faith at Ford site
I oppose the zoning variances for the Ford site as requested 

by Ryan Companies. This latest set of zoning changes would 
increase density and decrease open space. Building heights 
would increase from 65 to 75 feet with 90-foot towers. 
Current zoning requires a minimum of 25 percent of the lot be 
open space. Ryan has requested six percent open space. 

The percentage changes Ryan has requested are misleading 
— they obscure and minimize the impact on the space. For 
example, Ryan wants to increase the lot coverage of a building 
from 70 percent to 90 percent. On a 10-acre lot that means 
that where there was once three acres of open space now 
there is only one acre of open space. It is misleading to say it 
is a change of 20 percent. In fact, two-thirds of the originally 
zoned open space has been eliminated.

With the Ford site development barely underway, the 
people of Highland Park have watched the original agreed-
upon restrictions and guarantees disappear one by one. Some 
people are calling Ryan’s latest zoning changes a bait and 
switch. I call it a breach of good faith with the community. 

Kate M. Hunt
Highland Park

Ford site needs car-sharing
How green and how affordable will the Ford site be for 

seniors? Let’s say you recently retired on a fixed income. 
You want to move to the Ford site, and you need as much as 
possible from the sale of your family home to supplement 
your Social Security. One way to afford the rent or mortgage 
is to replace your own vehicle with a membership in the 
HourCar car-sharing program. AAA puts the cost of personal 
vehicle ownership at approximately $10,000 per year. An 
HourCar membership will save you half or more of that.

Ryan Companies, master developer of the Ford site, has 
applied for five variances to build a mixed-use, multi-unit 
structure at 2170 Ford Pkwy. I support the project and the 
variances except for the variance that would waive the 
requirement for eight car-sharing parking spaces.

HourCar calculates that it needs 40-plus subscriber- 
members to make one HourCar car-sharing space viable. To 
make eight car-sharing spaces viable would therefore require 
320 subscribers. The total units in Ryan’s proposed building 
are 230, so a car-share hub of eight vehicles inside a secure 

parking ramp there would not be viable, even if every one of 
those units was occupied by a member of HourCar.

It’s not yet known how many of the proposed building’s 
436 parking spaces will be open to the public, but it seems 
certain that half or more will be, given that the ground floor 
will have a supermarket. So why is Ryan asking to zero out 
car-sharing at the site? The city of St. Paul and Ryan both 
embrace the concepts of sustainability, safety, walkability and 
affordability at the Ford site, yet after a decade of dialogue, 
there is no plan in place for car-sharing. The proposed 
building at 2170 Ford Pkwy. would be a great start.

The St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals will consider Ryan’s 
requests at 3 p.m. Monday, June 29. (Public comments may 
be submitted to matthew.graybar@ci.stpaul.mn.us.) Given 
the concerns about local traffic, local and state climate change 
plans, baby-boomer demand for real estate downsizing, the 
reduced income of retiring seniors, the dual shocks of reduced 
government revenue and increased taxes stemming from 
COVID-19, and the destruction of small businesses in the 
recent riots, a robust car-sharing program for the Ford site is a 
top priority. We cannot afford to wait.

Mathews Hollinshead
Highland Park

Editor’s note: The writer is a member of the Metropolitan 
Council’s Transportation Advisory Board.

Our bodies, our responsibilities
A recent letter stated that women are second-class citizens 

without access to legal abortion, whereas men are first-class 
citizens because “they have this control” over their own 
bodies and destinies (Villager Inbox, June 10). It seems to 
me that any man who truly has control over his own body 
would certainly not impregnate a woman and then fail in his 
responsibility to care for her and the newly conceived child 
(and yes, it is a child). Such a man is hardly a first-class citizen 
by any stretch of the imagination.

Anne Collopy
St. Anthony

The Villager welcomes letters to the editor. They must be 
signed and indicate the neighborhood in which the letter 
writer lives. Send yours to the Villager at 757 S. Snelling 
Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116 or email letters@myvillager.com.
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By Jane McClure

Sixty-five submissions from St. Paul indi-
viduals and neighborhood groups have 
made the first cut for the second phase 

of St. Paul’s redesigned Capital Improvement 
Budget (CIB) process. The projects are vying 
for a share of $1 million that will be awarded 
as part of the 2021 city budget. 

City staff will crunch the numbers and have 
cost estimates for the projects ready by the 
end of July. The CIB Committee will review 
the projects starting in August, make its rank-
ings in September and present its recommen-
dations to Mayor Melvin Carter and the City 
Council by September 30.

The CIB Committee recommendations 
have been pushed three months past the city-
mandated June 30 deadline due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. The committee already 
has tentative recommendations for projects 
seeking federal Community Development 
Block Grants, Municipal-State Aid, street re-
construction bonds, and other state and fed-
eral grants. Its review of those projects is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of June. 

The city launched its new streamlined CIB 
process last year to replace a system that had 
been in place for more than three decades. 
Under the new process, city departments 
submitted projects in 2019 for construction 
beginning this year, while all others submit-
ted requests this year for funding in 2021. One 
impetus for the change was to give smaller 
projects a better chance to be funded. 

The mayor announced a focus on “Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design” 
for the 2020 submissions. Most of the nearly 

100 proposals submitted before a March 4 
deadline were for pedestrian and traffic safe-
ty. Only a handful asked for ShotSpotter tech-
nology, improved lighting and other public 
safety-related items. 

Extensive public outreach and workshops 
for CIB proposals were planned for this past 
spring, but they had to be shelved due to the 
coronavirus. Only two workshops for propos-
als were held in February.

CIB Committee members expressed mixed 
reactions to the changes. “I’m extremely un-
comfortable with the way the process is mov-
ing forward or not moving forward,” said CIB 
Committee member Jack Fei. 

He and other committee members noted 
the challenges of having to hold online meet-
ings and of getting proposals in and selections 
made within a short time frame.

“I think this has been a hard process and 
very isolating for a lot of us,” said committee 
chair Amy Huerta.

Fei asked if there would be time for dis-
trict councils to weigh in on the proposals. A 
typical CIB process includes district councils 
reviewing and ranking all projects in their 
neighborhoods, but many councils do not 
meet in August.

Committee member Mary Morse Marti 
said it is important to have other project re-
view options, in that district councils are not 
always representative of their neighborhoods. 
“Councils tend to be exclusive, closed organi-
zations of homeowners,” she said.

Other committee members agreed that ad-
ditional ways for the public to weigh in on the 
projects should be sought.

By Jane McClure

Demolition of Highland Park’s decom-
missioned southern water reservoir 
just south of  Ford Parkway and Snel-

ling Avenue is moving ahead this construc-
tion season. The 4.3-acre site is expected to 
eventually be converted to fields for youth 
soccer and other sports.

The St. Paul Board of Water Commission-
ers was to vote on the demolition in May, but 
delayed action until June 9 at the request of 
Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tolbert, 
who wanted to make sure all needed agree-
ments were in place first. Tolbert added lan-
guage to the demolition resolution calling 
for St. Paul Regional Water Services staff to 
continue to work with the city on a long-
term lease for park and recreation facilities on  
the site.

“This has the potential to be a win-win for 
everyone, but we have to make sure all of the 
pieces fall into place,” Tolbert said.

The 18-million-gallon reservoir was built in 
1926, but has not been used for more than five 
years. It is made of reinforced concrete, is 430 
feet long by 322 feet wide by 21 feet deep, and 
has more than 350 interior columns support-
ing its roof. Demolition costs have been esti-
mated at $1.1 million.

Water Services staff will meet this summer 
with the Highland District Council to discuss 
the timing of the project and the measures 
that will be taken to reduce the potential im-
pact of the demolition on neighbors.

The reservoir’s demolition this year will 
precede a 2021 Ramsey County project to re-
construct and expand its parking lot at the 
adjacent Charles M. Schulz-Highland Arena. 
That work also will include upgraded lighting 
and landscaping. The county has allocated 
$275,000 this year for design work and $1.9 
million in 2021 for construction.

Dirt and crushed concrete from the reser-
voir’s demolition will be used as fill for the 

redevelopment of Ford Motor Company’s for-
mer assembly plant. Construction at the Ford 
site is now getting underway.

The water utility has been looking at the 
reuse of the reservoir property since 2017. 
Eleven proposals were originally reviewed, 
including a greenhouse, solar garden, Hy-Vee 
supermarket and housing. In March 2018, 
the water board shelved all private-sector 
proposals and asked the St. Paul and Ramsey 
County parks and recreation departments to 
jointly develop  ideas for the property. 

The city presented two conceptual plans. 
One would create three youth soccer fields 
and a lacrosse field. The other would pro-
vide two youth soccer fields and two baseball 
fields. The costs for the city proposals were ex-
pected to top $2 million at that time.

County officials brought up such ideas as 
expanding the ice arena and sharing parking 
and field space with the city. The county has 
since dropped any plans other than parking 
lot work.

Funding for the fields project would likely 
come through the city’s Capital Improve-
ment Budget. There is also a chance of fund-
ing through the state’s 2020 bonding bill. In 
January, Governor Tim Walz recommended 
approval of $329,000 to develop a plan for a 
regional sports center in St. Paul. The request 
came from the Minnesota Amateur Sports 
Commission (MASC).

The request is for a four-field complex that 
could accommodate soccer, rugby, lacrosse 
and other sports. The facility would have a 
total cost of $8.9 million. One site that city of-
ficials have been eyeing for those new fields is 
the water reservoir after its removal.

MASC does not select sites, but works with 
local governments to choose sites and devel-
op sports facilities. The commission has been 
seeking funding for a sports facility in the 
eastern metro area for several years without 
success.

Highland reservoir’s removal to provide 
space for soccer fields & fill for Ford site

Committee members have mixed reactions 
to CIB review process caused by pandemic
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BOOMERS & BEYOND Living on the upside of 55

By Anne Murphy

Being in the right place at the right time 
to make a difference has happened 
more than once for Mary Pat Lee. A 

Highland Park resident and executive director 
of the Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery, Lee 
said she has been fortunate to be able to de-
vote her career to organizations dedicated to 
the values that inspire her. 

Lee, 64, recently marked her 14th anniver-
sary at the Crisis Nursery, and she said she is 
motivated more than ever to help Twin Cit-
ies families manage the 
stress of daily living, es-
pecially in the midst of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Married to former St. 
Paul Mayor James Schei-
bel, she said, “Jim and 
I share similar convic-
tions in the areas of so-
cial justice. We really be-
lieve in the need to stay 
engaged if you want to 
make change.” Though 
the Twin Cities have 
made improvements 
over the years for the 
poor and marginalized, 
she added, “there’s a lot 
left to do.” 

The Crisis Nursery serves families in Min-
neapolis and St. Paul who are suffering hard-
ships related to financial stress and domestic 
abuse among other situations. In addition to 
counseling, education and meals, the Nursery 
provides short-term overnight stays for the 
children of parents seeking respite child care. 

The Crisis Nursery is now pursuing new 
programs in the area of childhood develop-
ment, and Lee is excited to be a part of those 
efforts. These include a partnership with the 
University of Minnesota and Harvard Univer-
sity to study how trauma affects childhood 
development. The results will be used to help 
children and families served by the Crisis 
Nursery, she said. 

Lee’s concern for families in strife comes 
in part from knowing how fortunate she 
was growing up. “My childhood was a pretty 

classic St. Paul, white, Catholic middle-class 
childhood,” she said, “so different from so 
many childhoods today. I’m the oldest of 
eight children. When I was young, a small 
family had one to four children, a medium five 
to nine and a large family was in the double 
digits.”

Lee and her siblings attended the former St. 
Mark’s Grade School in Merriam Park. Most 
mothers at the time worked at home. “We al-
ways said that if your mom didn’t catch you 
doing something, another mom would,” she 
said. She then attended all-girl Derham Hall 

High School where, she 
said, there were many 
strong role models for 
young women inter-
ested in future careers. 
The same was true at 
the College of St. Cathe-
rine where, she said, the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet had a great 
impact on her dedica-
tion to social justice. 

Lee’s initial plan was 
to major in political 
science and then go to 
law school. However, 
she changed her major 
to English with a mi-
nor in political science 

because it allowed her to focus her studies 
at St. Catherine rather than taking most of 
her classes at the neighboring College of St. 
Thomas. 

Upon graduation, Lee volunteered for a 
year with the St. Paul Tenants Union. “There 
I was introduced to the difference race makes 
in where you live and how you can live,” she 
said. “It was an eye-opening experience.” 

That experience dissuaded her from at-
tending law school. “Law seemed reactive 
to me,” she said. “I wanted to be proactive.” 
So she remained on the staff at the Tenants 
Union, eventually becoming its director. 

That was during a time of gentrification in 
St. Paul’s Summit-University neighborhood. 
“It was in the early ’80s,” she said. “African-
American families were being pushed out by 
developers. But back then there were better 

options for families being evicted. They could 
become eligible for new housing and even fur-
nished housing in 48 hours with rent based 
on household income.”

In the mid-80s, Lee bumped into an em-
ployee in the Alumni Affairs Office at St. Cath-
erine who told her the college had an opening 
in fundraising. “It was an important time at 
St. Kate’s,” she said. “The college had its first 
lay president (Anita Pampusch), and she was 
an extraordinary, visionary leader.”

Lee left St. Catherine in 1994 and moved 
to Washington, D.C., where Scheibel had ac-
cepted a position as deputy director of Volun-
teers in Service to America (VISTA). There, Lee 
again found herself in the right place at the 
right time. “I ran into someone who suggested 
I look at the Center for Community Change,” 
she said. The civil rights organization was cre-
ated in Senator Robert F. Kennedy’s name fol-
lowing his assassination in 1968. 

Lee and Scheibel returned to St. Paul about 
five years later, and she joined Habitat for Hu-
manity as the director of development and 
communication. She remained there for six 
years before moving on to the Crisis Nursery.

“Part of what has happened during my 
tenure at Crisis Nursery is getting a better un-
derstanding of what trauma does to children 
socially and emotionally and how we can help 
with that,” she said. “Trauma can impede the 
development of neurons and the size and 
function of the brain if left unattended. We’re 
working to change that. We’re beginning to 
help children come to grips with what’s hap-
pening to them. We’re working on helping 
them recognize triggers and self-soothing 
techniques.”

Lee has enormous respect for parents who 
call the Crisis Nursery for help. “Think how 
scary it is to call strangers and say, ‘Please take 
care of my kids,’” she said. “In return for their 
courage, we try to give parents resources, help 
them understand development and create 
bonds.

“Parents today have so many stresses,” Lee 
said. “My mother didn’t go back to work (out-
side the home) until my youngest sibling was 
in school. It’s overwhelming to have to work 
and take care of young children. There must 
be a greater awareness of how struggling par-
ents need support.”

A career devoted
to lifting up others
From tenants rights to civil rights 
to families in crisis, Lee has taken 
a lead in helping the marginalized 

Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery executive director Mary Pat Lee is pictured in the office of the non-
profit agency with Americorps staff member Rebekah Reason. Photo by Brad Stauffer

“Part of what has happened 
during my tenure at Crisis 
Nursery is getting a better 

understanding of what 
trauma does to children 
socially and emotionally 

and how we can help with 
that. Trauma can impede 

the development of neurons 
and the size and function 

of the brain if left 
unattended. We’re 

working to change that.”
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651.452.1390
HeightsLeasing@michaeldevelopment.com
TheHeights55.com

ACTIVE 55+ LIVING  
WITH STYLE!
Choose the 1 BR, 1 BR+ den or 2 BR 
floorplan that fits your lifestyle. 
Plus amenities galore!

You’ll find the amenities, style and convenient location that you want 
and need for a rich and vibrant life surrounded by new friends.

RESERVE TODAY!

S
m

a
r
t

e
r
 

l
iv

in
g

. 
H
ig

h
e
r
 

s
t

y
l
e
.

• Entertain on your own deck or 
on the rooftop party room

• Large community room,  
game room & theater

• Storage units & guest suite

• Heated underground parking 
with car wash bay

• Granite countertops

• Stainless steel appliances

• In-home washer & dryer

• Pet friendly with neighboring 
dog park

• Gorgeous nature views,  
walking trails & more!

The heights 55 Plus
2160 Highway 13, Mendota Heights, MN 

NOW LEASING!

©adfinity
©adfinity

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
Simple Traditions

by BRADSHAW

Contact us today for more information.

671 South Snelling Avenue  |  Saint Paul, MN 55116 
488 Humboldt Avenue  |  Saint Paul, MN 55107  

651-767-9333
SimpleTraditions.com

Elegance
Where

Meets
Affordability.

Discover a uniquely refreshing funeral 
option for the Highland area families. Simple 
Traditions by Bradshaw offers simple yet classy 
options at an extremely affordable price. With 
a range of burial, cremation and ecofriendly 
green cremation choices, we specialize in 
meaningful tributes, first-class service and 
elegant simplicity. Stop by today and see 
what makes us distinctively different.The Pillars of Highland 

Park, 1925 Norfolk Ave., 
has hired Marissa Rudd 
as manager of its Dimen-
sions memory care pro-
gram. Rudd has more 
than a decade of experi-
ence in health care, most 
of it in memory care.

Help at Your Door, a nonprofit organization 
serving senior citizens, is in need of volunteer 
drivers in the St. Paul area to transport clients 
to weekday appointments and errands us-
ing their personal vehicle. Most drivers give a 
couple of rides each month on a schedule and 
in the geographic locations of their choosing. 
For information, contact Carolyn Swenson at 
651-642-1892 or visit helpatyourdoor.org.

Nokomis Healthy Seniors can arrange rides 
by  volunteers to grocery stores and to pick up 
prescriptions and other transportation needs, 
along with some yardwork and friendly phone 

visitors. Leave a message at  612-729-5499 and 
a staff member will return the call. Sister or-
ganizations serving other parts of Minneapo-
lis are the Longfellow-Seward Healthy Seniors 
and Southeast Healthy Seniors.

Kim Webster has been 
named the chief operat-
ing officer at Our Lady 
of Peace, a hospice and 
home health care service 
in Merriam Park. Webster 
has 40 years of experience 
in the senior health servic-
es field, most recently as 
the chief operating officer 
for Vista Prairie Senior Living Communities. 
She also served as vice president of healthcare 
for A’viands food service and regional director 
of senior living for StuartCo, which operates 
facilities in Highland Park. For the past two 
years, Webster has served as vice chair of the 
Our Lady of Peace board of directors. 

Senior News

By Jane McClure

A proposed rezoning of the 
southeast corner of James 
Avenue and Lexington Park-

way from single-family residential 
to multi-family residential to make 
way for a new 60-unit apartment 
building will be reviewed by the 
St. Paul Planning Commission on 
June 26. The rezoning of 1074-1096 
James Ave. has the unanimous sup-
port of the commission’s Zoning 
Committee. A final decision rests in 
the hands of the St. Paul City Coun-
cil.

Developers Chet Funk, Nathan 
James and Erich Leidel met on June 
10 with the Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council Housing and 
Land Use Committee. The commit-
tee is expected to make a recom-
mendation on the rezoning on June 
24 following a second virtual meeting with 
the developers. (For a link to the Zoom meet-
ing, email mgcc@macgrovel.org.)

Preliminary plans unveiled at the June 10 
meeting show three to four levels of apart-
ments above two levels of parking. The build-
ing would have 60 studio, one- and two-bed-
room units. Eighty off-street parking spaces 
are proposed with 20 in a surface lot and 60 
within the structure. According to the devel-
opment team, a study has shown that mar-
ket-rate apartments are in strong demand 
in the area. Six houses would be removed to 
make way for the building.

A second phase of the project is also be-
ing planned. It includes a second apartment 
building on the northeast corner of Lexington 
and Randolph Avenue. That building would 
mean the removal of four dwellings, includ-
ing a mixed-use building. Funk said the de-
velopment team controls the James property. 
There is another owner to work with on the 
Randolph property.

The two projects are in anticipation of 
changes to the city’s residential multifamily 
(RM) zoning districts. The St. Paul Planning 
Commission is considering provisions to al-
low more density in RM districts. A public 
hearing on the RM zoning changes was held 
this spring. They are expected to be brought 
back to the Planning Commission later this 
summer and then sent on to the City Council 
for final approval. Those changes could influ-
ence how many apartments are built at the 
James-Lexington site. Construction is expect-
ed to begin in 2021.

At both the district council and Zoning 
Committee meeting, there were calls for the 
project to have some level of affordable hous-
ing. However, the Zoning Committee’s focus 
was on the rezoning itself and not the devel-
opment plans, as those could change. Wheth-
er the property falls under the old or new RM 
zoning standards depends upon when the 
city’s site plan review gets underway, accord-
ing to principal city planner Bill Dermody. 
Site plan reviews are typically handled by city 
staff, but in this case the Zoning Committee 
asked that it conduct the site plan review.

Four neighbors raised objections to the de-
velopers’ plans at James and Lexington. One 
major issue is traffic. Backups are a regular oc-
currence on Lexington and Randolph, which 
is near the entrance and exit ramps to I-35E, 
and neighbors are worried that they could 
become worse. Motorists can use eastbound 
James Avenue to get to I-35E, and some do to 
avoid the traffic backups. 

Another concern is how icy James Avenue 
can get in winter on the block being eyed for 
development. “Most of us cannot even drive 
up James on a snow day,” said neighbor Laura 
LeBlanc. Neighbors asked about the possibil-
ity of making James a one-way street. The de-
velopers said they would consider the idea.

Another neighborhood concern is parking 
congestion. Local streets are already used as 
parking by employees at the Trader Joe’s mar-
ket at Randolph  and Lexington. 

“Parking is one of the biggest challenges 
and we’re very sensitive to it,” Funk said. The 
developers plan to accommodate their park-
ing needs on their property.

Rezoning would make way for 60 
apartments at Lexington and James

A preliminary sketch of the 60-unit apartment building 
planned for the southeast corner of Lexington Parkway and 
James Avenue, on the site of six single-family homes. 
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Pre t t y   Yard
• Small yard design and installation

• Shrub removal/replacement
• Perennial flower gardens   • Pollinator gardens

• Borders   • Vegetable and fruit gardens
Contact us to give your yard a fresh look.

prettyyardstpaul@gmail.com      Jim and Kate 651-329-0457

Uptown, New Brighton and Grand Avenue

The Single Safest Place
to Buy Your Glasses

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Speed limit reminders—The Highland District Council 
has lawn signs that residents can place to remind motorists 
of speed limits. Contact Kathy Carruth at 651-695-4005 or 
kathy@highlanddistrictcouncil.org to pick up the signs.  

Food shelf and PPE fundraiser—The Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council, HDC and Highland Business Asso-
ciation are teaming up to host a fundraiser to support the vol-
unteers and organizations responding to food shortages and 
ongoing COVID-19 efforts in the Twin Cities. All of the funds 
raised will go to purchase personal protective equipment for 
food drive volunteers and others, as well as food and hygiene 
products. Donate at givemn.org/story/Fundcommunity.  

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 14; board of directors, 7 p.m. Thursday, July 16; 
Community Development Committee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 
21; and Community Engagement Committee, 7 p.m. Monday, 
July 27. All meetings of the council are being held online. Links 
to access the meetings are posted on the HDC’s website. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Support the Twin Cities—The Macalester-Groveland and 
Highland community councils and the Highland Business As-
sociation are seeking donations to help provide personal pro-
tective equipment and funding to local groups and organiza-
tions working to address food insecurities. For information, 
visit givemn.org/story/fundcommunity.

Get your gardens ready—Judging for the annual Alley Gar-
den Awards in Macalester-Groveland will take place from July 
16-23. Volunteers will walk all alleys in the  neighborhood and 
award gardens that have attractive and well-kept plantings, 
both in the ground or in pots. Visit macgrove.org/aga.

James and Lexington project—Join the community coun-
cil’s Housing and Land Use Committee for an online meeting 

at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 24, to discuss plans for rezoning 
and redevelopment at James Avenue and Lexington Parkway. 
Visit macgrove.org/development for more details, and email  
alexa@macgrove.org for meeting information.

Annual meeting and elections—The community council’s 
annual meeting and board elections will be held online in July 
and August. Check macgrove.org/annualmeeting for updates. 

COVID-19 resources—Visit macgrove.org/2020resources 
for an updated list of current offers, activities and ways to sup-
port one another during this uncertain time. Those who have 
something to add may email mgcc@macgrove.org. 

Get involved—The community council has three standing 
committees that meet once a month on different aspects of 
making Macalester-Groveland a great place to live, work, learn 
and play. See more at macgrove.org/committees.

Office closed—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council office remains closed. Email mgcc@macgrove.org for 
information.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Board update—At the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation 
meeting on June 15, board members learned about myDog, a 
proposed dog daycare business at 1324 W. Seventh St. It pro-
poses to care for 30-40 dogs per day, with boarding for 10 
dogs overnight. The overnight boarding is not allowed in the 
current Traditional Neighborhoods 2 zoning and myDog was 
requesting support for changing the zoning to T3. The board 
took no action at the meeting. 

Election results—Board elections were moved online this 
year due to COVID-19. The 2020-21 board officers are presi-
dent Dana DeMaster, first vice president Wendy Underwood, 
second vice president Tracy Farr and treasurer Nicole Loran. 
The secretary position remains vacant. Area coordinators are: 
Area 1—Jessica Callahan, Casey Carmody and Elyse Jensen; 
Area 2—Kelsey Peterson; Area 3—Tanya Fabyanske Beck and 
Meghan Redmond. There are still two vacant seats in Area 2 

and one in Area 3 (reserved for a renter). The board will fill the 
vacant positions at its July 13 meeting. For information, visit 
fortroadfederation.org/board-of-directors-and-staff. 

Upcoming virtual meetings—Transportation and Land 
Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 1; board of direc-
tors, 7 p.m. Monday, July 13; and Community Engagement 
and Outreach Committee on Thursday, July 16, at a time 
to be determined. Information on connecting to the Zoom  
meetings can be found by visiting fortroadfederation.org/ 
calendar.html.

Committees—The Fort Road Federation has three stand-
ing committees: Transportation and Land Use, Fund
raising and Development, and Community Engagement 
and Outreach. Those who would like to join a commit-
tee or learn more about one should call the office or email 
 emily@fortroadfederation.org.

Stay in touch—Neighbors are encouraged to “like” 
the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation on Facebook and  
subscribe to its e-newsletter on its website.

District Councils
Union Park

Macalester-
Groveland

Highland Park

Summit-
University

Summit Hill

West 7th

District  
councils  
in the  
Villager  
area

By Jane McClure

The Union Park District Council’s Land 
Use Committee voted unanimously 
on June 15 to support Keystone Com-

munity Services’ plan to build a new $5.8 
million facility to replace aging food shelf 
sites in St. Paul’s Merriam Park and North 
End neighborhoods.

Earlier that day, the Metropolitan Coun-
cil’s Community Development Committee 
recommended approval of a pre-develop-
ment grant of $100,000 for Keystone’s proj-
ect. That recommendation will go to the full 
Met Council for its consideration and then to 
the city of St. Paul to accept and disburse the 
money.

Keystone also is seeking $1.5 million in 
state funding to acquire property along 
University Avenue and do predesign work. 

The second phase of the project would be to 
construct the facility. Keystone reportedly is 
looking at a potential site with about 20,000 
square feet of space near the Lexington Park-
way light-rail station.

During a recent planning and community 
engagement process, Keystone officials have 
said the need for an improved food shelf site 
was heard over and over again. “Our two 
sites are bursting at the seams,” said Key-
stone president and CEO Mary McKeown. 

Its food shelf at 1916 University Ave. is in 
a former retail store. It opened in the mid-
1980s after moving from the Merriam Park 
Community Center.  The one at Rice and 
Arlington streets occupies part of a former 
heating and air conditioning business. Both 
buildings are showing their age and lack pri-
vate space to meet with clients. Neither food 
shelf can accommodate more than half a 

dozen volunteers at a time. 
A new facility would allow Keystone to 

serve more than 43,000 people each year 
with food, emergency assistance and con-
nections to other resources. 

Keystone operates the largest food dis-
tribution program in the East Metro area. 
Along with food shelves, it operates two 
Foodmobiles that stop at more than 30 high- 
demand locations.

In 2019, Keystone helped almost 12,000 
low-income households with food shelf and  
crisis assistance support. That breaks down 
to the equivalent of 166,080 bags of grocer-
ies. It provided 27,000 people with food shelf 
support last year and 37,544 people overall 
through its facilities in the West Seventh and 
Merriam Park community centers and a bike 
shop on Selby Avenue.

On average, food shelf clients come in only 

three to four times a year when they run 
short of money, McKeown said. The pan-
demic and the loss of some food markets due 
to property damage and vandalism in late 
May has resulted in more demand for food in 
recent weeks. 

Low-income adults across Minnesota also 
could lose their benefits as a result of chang-
es to the 2020 Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program. That is expected to create 
even more demand for food shelves.

Keystone is anticipating an increase in 
food shelf demand of 20-40 percent in 2020 
and 2021. On June 12 it held a food package 
giveaway near Allianz Field. The food was 
gone very quickly, and traffic was backed up 
for miles around.

“We weren’t expecting that kind of out-
pouring of need,” McKeown said.

Keystone proposes new $5.8M food shelf to meet growing demand
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NeighborCare
in-home support by Episcopal Homes

www.episcopalhomes.org/neighborcare

In your neighborhood, ready to help.

651-444-4000

If you or someone you know is considering a move to assisted 
living, consider calling NeighborCare, a new kind of in-home 
support that is more affordable than traditional home care. 
Care professionals can help with daily tasks in smaller time 
increments, possibly multiple times each day. 

Support is offered 24-hours  
a day through the push of 
a button and there is no 
minimum time requirement.

Information Office 
Carondelet Center

1890 Randolph Ave, Ste 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105
LexingtonLanding.org

At Lexington Landing, enjoy a simpler 
lifestyle in a stylish apartment, complete 
with on-site amenities!
Assisted living offers:
• Bright, open floor plans
• Fully-equipped kitchen with 

refrigerator, stove/oven and microwave
• Bathroom with elevated toilet, grab 

bars and roll-in shower
• Individually controlled heat and central 

air conditioning
• Convenient in-home laundry with  

washer and dryer in most assisted  
living apartments

HIGHLAND PARK 
FALL 2020 

SENIOR APARTMENTS   |   ASSISTED LIVING   |   MEMORY CARE

Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned By: J. A. Wedum Foundation    
Managed By: PHS Management, LLC

Contact Dianna today  
to learn more!

651-432-4940
Now reserving assisted living 
and memory care apartments!

Pride is
celebrated
here

Learn more at 
spaar.com

By Jane McClure

Plans to pave new side-
walks along a stretch 
of Edgcumbe Road as 

part of the city of St. Paul’s 
Griggs-Scheffer street pav-
ing project next year domi-
nated the discussion of the 
Highland District Council’s 
Transportation Committee 
on June 9. Some homeown-
ers along the street are push-
ing back against the idea, 
though city policy requires 
sidewalks to be installed 
where none exist whenever 
streets are rebuilt.

Before 2017, homeown-
ers could petition to opt out 
of new sidewalks during 
street projects, as was done 
on Woodlawn Avenue when 
that street was rebuilt. That 
led to long and conten-
tious City Council meetings. 
Council members were frus-
trated when neighborhoods turned over and 
new residents complained that their streets 
did not have sidewalks.

City Council members changed the policy 
that year, stating that it was being applied in-
consistently. Bolstering the new policy man-
dating new sidewalks was the city’s Pedes-
trian Plan that was adopted in 2019.

The first phase of the Griggs-Scheffer proj-
ect includes stretches of Syndicate Street and 
Juno, Watson, Hartford, Bayard and Scheffer 
avenues between Hamline and Edgcumbe 
Road during this construction season. Work is 
scheduled to end in November. It will include 
new pavement, curbs and gutters, driveway 
aprons, sidewalks, street lighting, boulevard 
trees, sewer and water main replacement or 
repair, storm sewer catch basins, public art 
and ADA-compliant corner ramps.

Streets in the second phase next year will 
include stretches of Eleanor Avenue, Highland 
Parkway, Syndicate, Edgcumbe Road, Edg-
cumbe Place, and Alaska and Vista avenues. 
Edgcumbe is to be rebuilt from Highland 
Parkway to just east of Hamline where there 
currently are no sidewalks.

Chris Engelmann, project manager for the 
city’s Department of Public Works, said the 
design for the second phase will be wrapped 
up by the end of this year. Discussions with 
affected property owners are expected to 
get underway this summer. Public Works 
typically hosts public meetings, but with the  

COVID-19 pandemic the meetings are likely to 
be online.

HDC committee member Lyn Varco asked 
why a sidewalk could not be placed in the cen-
ter medians of Edgcumbe, rather than in front 
of houses. Engelmann said that design does 
not provide the same level of access and safety 
that sidewalks in front of homes can. The city 
also relies on abutting property owners to re-
move snow on sidewalks.

“People can be very passionate about their 
neighborhoods, but the city has to balance all 
needs and wants,” Engelmann said. 

Ward 3 council member Chris Tolbert fa-
vors installing the sidewalks, according to his 
legislative aide Melanie McMahon.  “Right 
now, we have people pushing strollers in 
the street,” she said. She added that efforts 
will be made to save mature trees when the  
sidewalks are built. 

HDC board president Michelle Doyle raised 
the issue of sidewalk design. Some Highland 
sidewalks in Highland Park butt up to the 
streets, making snow removal more difficult 
and creating a more hazardous environment 
for pedestrians.

Engelmann said mandatory sidewalk con-
struction is only waived in unusual cases 
when streets are rebuilt, such as narrow 
rights-of-way or issues with drainage or ter-
rain. That could be the case on Edgcumbe 
Place, a short, narrow, dead-end street that 
branches off from Edgcumbe Road.

Committee ponders plan to add 
sidewalks on part of Edgcumbe

Phase II of the Griggs-Scheffer street repaving project will take place 
in 2021 and will include the roads indicated by a heavy black line.

Henry Sibley High School principal Ron 
Monson was recently named the Minnesota 
Association of Secondary School Principals 
Capitol Division Principal of the Year. He has 
served as the Sibley principal since 2014.

Iris Carroll of Macalester-Groveland had her 
National History Day documentary, Penumbra 
Theater: Presenting African American Narratives 
through Performance, selected to be showcased 
in the Smithsonian Learning Lab of the Na-
tional Museum of African American History 
and Culture as part of the National History 
Day competition. Her documentary is one of 
35 student films being shown in the muse-
um’s digital showcase through June 24. Visit 
s.si.edu/NHDShowcase2020.

Sara Dziuk has been named president and 
CEO of Junior Achievement of the Upper 
Midwest (JAUM), 1745 University Ave., effec-
tive July 1. She succeeds Gina Blayney, who 
announced her retirement last summer after 

15 years as CEO. Dziuk was most recently the 
chief advancement officer for College Pos-
sible, overseeing the organization’s fundrais-
ing, communications and external relations 
at the national level. JAUM has been serving 
students in the Upper Midwest  since 1949. 
During the 2018-2019 school year, it reached 
nearly 170,000 students in grades K-12. Learn 
more at jaum.org.

World Without Genocide, a human rights 
organization at Mitchell Hamline School of 
Law, will host its annual Summer Institute for 
High School and College Students. This year’s 
topic is “Politics, Propaganda, the Pandemic, 
and Genocide: The Holocaust, American In-
dians, and Guatemala.” Because of COVID-19, 
the 2020 Summer Institute will be held online 
from 10 a.m.-noon, 1:30-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. 
Tuesday through Thursday, August 4-6. The 
deadline to register is July 26. Visit worldwith-
outgenocide.org or call 952-693-5206.

School Notes
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police depart-
ment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—Robberies at gunpoint occurred 

on the 1300 block of West Maynard Drive at 
11:50 p.m. Sunday, June 7, and on the 1300 
block of East Maynard Drive at 2:20 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 9.

Burglary—More than 30 incidents of bur-
glary and criminal damage to property were 
reported on the 1500-2100 blocks of Ford 
Parkway and on the 700 block of South Cleve-
land Avenue between May 28-30. Burglaries 
also were reported on the 400-500 blocks 
of South Snelling Avenue on May 28-29. The 
incidents were attributed to part of the civil 
unrest that took place following the death 
of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis  
police on May 25. 

—Burglaries at commercial establishments 
were reported on the 1200 block of Homer 
Street on May 30, the 1500 block of Ford Park-
way on June 4, and the 800 block of South 
Snelling Avenue and 2400 block of West  
Seventh Street on June 7.

—A residential break-in was reported on 
the 1100 block of St. Paul Avenue at noon 
Wednesday, June 10.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 2100 
block of Eleanor Avenue and the 2300 block of 
Youngman Avenue on May 28, on Inner Drive 
on May 29, the 1300 block of Davern Street on 
May 31, the 1500 block of Scheffer Avenue on 
June 1, the 1800 block of Highland Parkway on 
June 3, the 2200 block of Benson Avenue on 
June 5 and the 800 block of South Cleveland 
Avenue on June 8.

Weapons—Gunfire erupted on Inner Drive 
and on the 1700 block of Graham Avenue  
during the early mornings of May 29 and 30.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—Several burglaries were report-

ed on the 1300 block of Marshall Avenue and 
the 200-400 blocks of North Lexington Park-
way on May 28, the 400 block of North Syn-
dicate Street on May 29 and the 400 block of 
North Dunlap Street on May 30.

—A commercial burglary was reported on 
the 1200 block of University Avenue at 6:51 
p.m. Friday, June 5.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on the 1300 
block of University Avenue at 1 p.m. Thursday, 
May 28.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
1100 block of Central Avenue on June 2 and 3, 
and on the 1100 block of Ashland Avenue on 
June 5. 

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 1500 block of Grand Avenue at 
1:43 p.m. Thursday, June 4.

Burglary—Multiple burglaries took place 

on May 28-29 on the 1500 block of Randolph 
Avenue, the 0-200 blocks of South Fairview 
Avenue and the 1200-2000 blocks of Grand 
Avenue. Burglaries also were reported on 
Cleveland and St. Clair avenues on May 30, 
on St. Clair near Ayd Mill Road on May 31 and 
on the 300 block of South Snelling Avenue on 
June 2.

—Residential burglaries were reported on 
the 1200 block of Jefferson Avenue on May 
30, two on the 1300 block of Sargent Avenue 
on June 1 and on the 1200 block of Lincoln  
Avenue on June 8.

Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on 
the 1500 block of Grand Avenue at 6:13 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 9.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported nearly 
a dozen times in the Macalester-Groveland 
neighborhood between May 28-June 2. 

Mendota Heights
Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-

ported on the 700 block of Highway 62 at 3:43 
a.m. Friday, May 29.

Theft—Catalytic converters were stolen 
from vehicles on the 700 block of South Plaza 
Drive and the 2300 block of Pilot Knob Road 
on May 28-29. 

—A tree was stolen from the yard of a resi-
dence on the 2200 block of Alice Lane during 
the evening of June 6-7. 

—A vehicle was stolen on the 1300 block of 
Northland Drive during the evening of June 
10-11.

Miscellaneous—Police responded to a re-
port of a motorist driving the wrong way in 
the southbound lanes of I-35E at 5:07 p.m. 
Saturday, May 30. A female under the influ-
ence of alcohol was seen throwing bottles at 
other vehicles from her car. The driver was  
arrested and charged with DWI.

—A man was arrested for violating a re-
straining order when he admitted to spraying 
another male with a garden hose and yelling 
at him on the 1800 block of Dodd Road at 8:56 
p.m. Friday, June 5. The suspect resisted arrest 
and was booked into the Dakota County jail.

—A driver cited for a traffic offense was  
subsequently arrested for DWI after he 
started driving the wrong way on I-35E and  
Highway 62 at 11:34 p.m. Friday, June 5. 

Merriam Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 1800 block of Marshall Avenue 
at 2:45 a.m. Saturday, June 6.

Burglary—Several burglaries and crimi-
nal damage to property were reported on the 
2000-2100 blocks of Marshall Avenue on May 
28-29. Burglaries also were reported on the 
300 block of Pierce Street on May 28, the 500 
block of North Prior Avenue on May 30 and 
the 1800 block of Feronia Avenue on June 1.

—A commercial break-in was reported on 
the 1600 block of University Avenue at 3:52 
a.m. Thursday, June 4.

—A home break-in was reported on the 
1700 block of Ashland Avenue at noon Satur-
day, June 6.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the  1900 
block of University Avenue on May 29, the 
1800 block of University and 400 block of 
West Lynnhurst Avenue on June 2, and the 
2000 block of Marshall Avenue on June 3.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported more 
than a dozen times in the Merriam Park 
neighborhood on May 28-29.

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—Multiple burglaries were re-

ported on the 1300-1600 blocks of University 
Avenue, the 0-400 blocks of North Snelling 
Avenue and the 1400 block of Concordia Av-
enue on May 28. Burglaries also were reported 
on the 1400 block of Marshall Avenue on May 
29 and the 1400 block of Hague Avenue on 
May 30.

—Three commercial break-ins were report-
ed on Snelling and Ashland avenues between 
1:30-3:09 a.m. Friday, June 5.

Thefts—Vehicles were stolen on the 1500 
block of Selby Avenue on June 4 and the 1400 
block of University Avenue on June 8.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
200 block of North Snelling Avenue and the 
1500 block of Iglehart Avenue on May 29, and 
on Marshall and Hamline avenues on June 1. 

Summit Hill
Robbery—Strong-arm robberies were re-

ported on the 900 block of Grand Avenue at 
11:05 a.m. Saturday, June 6, and the 700 block 
of Grand at 10:53 p.m. Wednesday, June 10.

— Strong-arm robberies also were reported 
on St. Albans Street and Summit Avenue at 
4:53 p.m. Saturday, June 6, and on Goodrich 
Avenue and Lexington Parkway at 10:39 p.m. 
Monday, June 8.

Burglary—Nearly two dozen incidents 
of burglary and criminal damage to prop-
erty were reported on the 600-1000 blocks of 
Grand Avenue on May 28-29.

—A burglary was reported on the 1000 
block of Grand Avenue at 9:19 a.m. Friday, 
June 5.

Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on 
Chatsworth Street and Osceola Avenue at 8:31 
p.m. Friday, June 5.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on 
the 900 block of Fairmount Avenue on the  
evenings of May 31 and June 2.

Summit-University
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on Holly Avenue and Kent Street at 
12:34 a.m. Monday, June 8.

—A robbery at gunpoint was reported on 
Oxford Street and Selby Avenue at 9:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 8.

Burglary—Multiple cases of burglary and 
criminal damage to property were reported 
on the 200-900 blocks of University Avenue 

on May 28-29. Break-ins also were reported 
on the 600-800 blocks of Selby Avenue, the 
300-400 blocks of North Lexington Parkway 
and the 100 block of North Dale Street during 
that time.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 300 
block of Laurel Avenue on May 28, on Milton 
Street and Portland Avenue on June 1, the 600 
block of Ashland Avenue on June 1, the 400 
block of Marshall Avenue on June 4 and the 
200 block of Marshall on June 5.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a gun 
was reported on Selby Avenue and Dale Street 
at 8:22 p.m. Sunday, June 7.

Weapons—Around two dozen reports of 
gunfire were made in the Summit-University 
neighborhood between May 28-June 8.

West End
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 100 block of West Seventh 
Street at 12:30 p.m. Monday, June 8.

Burglary—More than a dozen cases of 
burglary and criminal damage to property 
were reported on the 200-1400 blocks of 
West Seventh Street between May 28-June 
2. Burglaries also were reported on the 300 
block of Sherman Street and the 800 block of  
Randolph Avenue during that time.

—Burglaries were reported on the 1000 
block of West Seventh Street on June 4, on Ir-
vine Park on June 4 and on the 300 block of 
South Exchange Street on June 10.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on West Sev-
enth Street and St. Clair Avenue on May 29, on 
Jefferson Avenue and Webster Street on June 
1, the 400 block of Clifton Street on June 2 and 
the 1500 block of West Seventh on June 2. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with a gun 
was reported on the 200 block of West Sev-
enth Street at 1:24 p.m. Thursday, June 4.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported 17 times 
in the West End neighborhood between May 
28-June 8.

Crime Report

The following local calls were gathered from re-
cent reports by the St. Paul Police Department and 
other sources.

Highland Park—A vehicle was reported on 
fire on the 2000 block of Shepard Road at 1:46 
a.m. Sunday, May 17. Arson is suspected.

—An arson fire was reported in a structure 
on the 2000 block of Ford Parkway at 6:07 
a.m. Tuesday, May 19. 

Summit-University—Arson is suspected 
in a vehicle fire that was reported at 3:40 a.m. 
Wednesday, June 10, on the 1000 block of Car-
roll Avenue.

West End—An arson fire was reported on 
the 300 block of West Seventh Street at 3:48 
p.m. Friday, June 5.

Fire Calls

Names in the News
About 50 people from the Highland Park office of Coldwell 
Banker Realty turned out once again in the wee hours of June 
14 to plant American flags on the boulevards of the major ar-
terial streets of Highland in celebration of Flag Day. The real 
estate office has been marking Flag Day the same way for more 
than 30 years. Flag Day commemorates the adoption of the 
flag of the United States on June 14, 1777, by a resolution of the 
Second Continental Congress. The flag was designed by Fran-
cis Hopkinson, a Continental Congressman from New Jersey. 
In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson recognized the anniversary 
of that decree by establishing June 14 as Flag Day.

Alexandra Kotze of Merriam Park has been named Ramsey 
County’s chief financial officer and director of finance. She be-
gan work on March 2, leading a team of 40 and overseeing an 
operating budget of $1.5 billion. She succeeds Lee Mehrkens, 

who served for 10 years prior to his retirement. Kotze had been 
the CFO of the Minnesota Department of Human Services 
since October 2013.

Judge Leonardo Castro has been elected to serve as the next 
chief judge of Ramsey County District Court. On July 1, he will 
assume responsibility from Chief Judge John Guthmann, who 
will have served two consecutive two-year terms. Castro, who 
is an adjunct professor at the University of St. Thomas School 
of Law, is believed to be the first Hispanic judicial district chief 
judge in Minnesota. He was chosen to serve as assistant chief 
judge from May 13-June 30 following Judge Jennifer Frisch’s 
appointment to the Minnesota Court of Appeals. Judge Sara 
Grewing, a former St. Paul city attorney, will take over as assis-
tant chief judge on July 1 when Castro moves up to chief judge.

Stuart Mednick has been re-elected as commander of  Jew-
ish War Veterans Post 354, which meets at the St. Paul Jewish 
Community Center. Lou Michaels is serving as the JWV de-
partment commander of Minnesota. The installation of offi-
cers for JWV Posts 354, 162 and 331 and auxiliary will be held 
on July 19 at the Arcade-Phalen Legion Post 577, 1129  Arcade St.

The Arbor Day Foundation has a book that helps people 
identify trees in a simple, step-by-step process. The book, 
What Tree Is That?, is available for a $5 donation. It is a fun, 
easy-to-use tree identification guide that features handdrawn 
botanical illustrations highlighting the distinctive characteris-
tics of many tree species. To obtain the full color guide, visit 
arborday.org or send your name, address, and $5 for each 
guide to: What Tree Is That?, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor 
Ave., Nebraska City, NE 68410.
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Quality home health care since 1991.

Your Home,
Your Independence.

Call or stop by for 
complimentary consultation.

763-546-1000  275 E 4th St | Suite 781
inhomepersonalcare.com 651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 Drycleaning
          Some exclusions, expires 7/31/20. 
       Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri
9am-5pm

By Carolyn Walkup

Spray bottles of disinfectant and bleach 
sit on the bar next to the beer taps. Uni­
formed bartenders and wait staff are 

clad in facemasks of various styles and colors. 
Old recordings of NBA basketball games, with 
the bleachers full of fans, stream from wide­
screen TVs on the wall. 

This was the new normal in eating and 
drinking establishments across the Villager 
area in the days following Governor Tim 
Walz’s relaxation of restrictions on indoor 
dining and drinking in 
Minnesota’s bars and res­
taurants. Last week during 
happy hour at Bennett’s 
Chop & Railhouse, 1305 W. 
Seventh St., about a dozen 
patrons spaced themselves 
around the bar, leaving 
plenty of empty stools as 
the new law requires to 
prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus. Several peo­
ple, apparently Bennett’s 
regulars, greeted each other 
with smiles but without the 
usual handshakes.

The temperature was 90 
degrees outside, so the air conditioning made 
Bennett’s ultra-clean bar a welcome retreat 
for enjoying a drink or two along with a serv­
ing of meatloaf or walleye sliders. Business 
at Bennett’s during the previous weekend—
the first one with indoor dining—was nearly 
nonexistent, according to the manager. Many 
of Bennett’s vendors had trouble early on pro­
viding the usual supply of foods and bever­
ages, which they had cut back on when the 
restaurant was limited to takeout only.

Further down West Seventh, Tom Reid’s 
Hockey City Pub has been filling its 50 patio 
seats, but few patrons are venturing inside 
where another 80 seats are available, ac­
cording to general manager Kathy Gosiger. 
Patrons are enthusiastic about being able to 
eat out again, she said, but the lack of tele­
vised sports is “really hurting” the business, 
she said. Tom Reid’s has a new limited menu, 
which has helped to hold down labor costs. 
Gosiger expects business to pick up once pro­
fessional hockey and other live sports return.

Across the street from Tom Reid’s, Patrick 
McGovern’s Pub is holding its own with a 
total of 400 seats indoors and outdoors un­
der the state’s current mandate of 50 percent 
capacity. Owner Patrick Boemer reports sales 
running about $600,000 behind last year at 
this time.

“I was concerned about what kind of re­

sponse we’d get when we reopened,” Boemer 
said. “We’ve been pleasantly surprised. The 
majority of our employees are back to work. 
The only thing missing is the Xcel Energy Cen­
ter business.”

Boemer installed a brick-paved patio with 
a retractable roof over a former parking lot 16 
years ago. “That has been the best extension 
of my business,” he said. He recently added 
more outdoor seating in the back of the build­
ing over another former parking lot.

W.A.Frost at the corner of Selby and West­
ern avenues has reopened with a limited small 

plates and beverage menu. 
Known for its flower-filled 
garden patio in season, it 
has reduced its hours from 
3-8:30 p.m. daily. Owners 
John and Stephanie Laitala 
Rupp could not be reached 
for comment; however, a 
recorded phone message 
informs patrons that they 
must make a reservation 
and secure it with a credit 
card charge of $25.

Francois Paradeise, gen­
eral manager of French 
Meadow Bakery and Cafe, 
1662 Grand Ave., outlined 

the challenges of running a restaurant in the 
year of COVID-19. One of the more difficult 
problems has been finding a place indoors 
where customers would like to sit, he said. 

The restaurant, which has become a desti­
nation for vegetarians and others who crave 
organic and locally produced food, has a quiet 
patio in back that seats about 40. The patio 
and the few tables on the sidewalk in front are 
customer favorites in nice weather, Paradeise 

said, but problems arise when it rains.
Paradeise estimates that his business is 

down about 50 percent this month, although 
that is better than the 80 percent drop he was 
experiencing with takeout only before the 
governor allowed outdoor dining beginning 
June 1.

Some French Meadow patrons have asked 
Paradeise why he does not lower menu prices 
in hopes of attracting more business. To that, 
he responds, “If you find a landlord that will 

give me free rent, let me know.” Many of his 
costs are fixed, he reminds them.

The managers of other Grand Avenue res­
taurants report similar experiences. It seems 
everybody wants to sit outdoors in the sum­
mer. Among the restaurants faced with this 
dilemma are Iron Ranger, Colossal Cafe and 
Dixie’s on Grand.

Dixie’s and the adjacent Emmett’s Public 
House share some of the same owners, and to 
reduce labor costs they have closed Emmett’s 
kitchen and moved some of its favorite dishes 
to Dixie’s menu, according to partner John 
Wolf. Wolf has moved tables and chairs from 
Emmett’s sidewalk cafe to Dixie’s parking lot 
to expand his outdoor seating. While business 
has improved from when Dixie’s could do 
only takeout, “it’s still not enough,” Wolf said. 
“We operate on such small margins.”

Highland Bakery and Cafe, 2012 Ford Pkwy., 
has no outdoor seating and is experiencing 
extremely slow business indoors, according 
to owner Deb Narusiewicz. To reduce costs, 
the restaurant is now open for breakfast and 
lunch only. Narusiewicz remodeled the cafe 
late last year with improved ventilation and 
air filtration and is following all of the rules 
for safe indoor dining.

 “I’m doing everything I can to make people 
feel comfortable,” she said. Still, she added, 
the future looks “scary.”

Soft reopening
Restaurant patrons embrace return 
of sit-down service—outdoors anyway

Haley Pedersen, Dan Whelan and pooch Star enjoyed dinner on the sidewalk cafe outside Bennett’s 
Chop & Railhouse during happy hour on the evening of June 19.  Photos by Brad Stauffer

Bennett’s 
Chop & 
Railhouse 
co-owner 
Meghan 
Bennett 
confers 
with serv-
ers Cory 
Bonte and 
Grace For-
ester as 
business 
picked 
up during 
happy 
hour on 
June 19.

Paradeise estimates 
that his business is 

down about 50 percent 
this month, although 
that is better than the 

80 percent drop he 
was experiencing with 

takeout only before 
the governor allowed 

outdoor dining 
beginning June 1.



page 18	 myVILLAGER .com	 WEDNESDAY, June 24, 2020

ON THE TOWN Briefly

Is buying your dream home on your list of goals for 2020? 
Contact us to learn more about these and other neighborhood homes today!

651.492.6423  •   TheOddCoupleTeam.com  

1459 Jefferson
Multi-family/mixed use

1711 Jefferson
3 BD, 3 BA, 2 Car Garage

2177 Stanford
4 BD, 2 BA, 2 Car Garage

CURRENTLY LISTED IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Theater
Sweetland: The Musical is being streamed 
online through June 25 by the History 
Theatre. Written by Perrin Post and Laurie 
Flanigan Hegge with music by Dina 
Maccabee and choreography by Joe Chvala, 
the prerecorded production tells of a German 
woman who immigrates to America to 
marry a bachelor farmer sight unseen in the 
years following World War I. It is based on 
a film by that name by Ali Selim and Will 
Weaver’s short story “A Gravestone Made 
of Wheat.” For tickets to the streaming, visit 
historytheatre.org.

Theater Thursday, free video replays of 
historical dramas produced at Landmark 
Center in previous years, may be viewed 
on Thursdays, June 25 and July 2. The plays 
feature prominent members of the Twin 
Cities legal community in historical roles. 
A different production is posted each week. 
Visit landmarkcenter.org.

Exhibits
The Minnesota Museum of American Art 
is offering online tours through its M at 
Home page at mmaa.org. Among the current 
offerings are “A Choice of Weapons: Honor 
and Dignity,” featuring the photographs of 
Jamel Shabazz and the late Gordon Parks; and 
“Gordon Parks: A Homecoming,” featuring 
the work of the former staff photographer 
for the African American-owned Twin Cities 
newspapers the St. Paul Recorder and the 
Minneapolis Spokesman.

Twenty-nine artists who recently earned 
bachelor’s degrees in the Department of Art 
at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
are exhibiting their works online through 
March 31, 2021. Among the media are 
animation, ceramics, drawing, mixed-media, 
painting, photography, sculpture and game 
design. Visit umnart-here29.com.

The AZ Gallery, located in Suite 130 of the 
Northern Warehouse Building, 308 Prince St. 
has reopened to the public from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. All members 
have new work on display. Social distancing 
and the wearing of facemasks are required in 
the gallery.  Surfaces are also being cleaned 
between each shift for the safety of guests 
and staff. A virtual art show is also available. 
Visit theazgallery.org.

“Public Art: The Permanent Collection of 
Landmark Center” is on view now through 
August 8 at landmarkcenter.org. Each week 
another piece from Landmark Center’s 
extensive collection will be added to the 
website along with links to learn more about 
the artists, their art forms and how to create 
art in the spirit of these artists. 

Books
Indian immigrant author Alka Joshi will 
discuss her new novel, The Henna Artist, in a 
free online program at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 24. The free event is sponsored by 
SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St. To register to 
receive the link, call 651-493-2791 or visit 
subtextbooks.com. 

Minnesota’s Geologist: The Life of Newton 
Horace Winchell will be discussed by its 
author, Sue Leaf, in free online programs 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 25 (to access the 
link, visit zenithbookstore.com); and at 
7 p.m. Monday, July 6 (to access the link, 
nextchapterbooksellers.com).

“Writing the Hard Books for Hard Times” 
will be discussed by St. Paul author Kao Kalia 
Yang and Minneapolis author John Coy at 2 

p.m. Thursday, June 25, in a virtual program 
sponsored by the Loft Literary Center. Yang 
will read from her new children’s book, The 
Shared Room, in which a family struggles to 
move forward following the loss of a child. 
Coy will read from his book, If We Were Gone, 
which imagines a world without people. 
The cost for the hour-long program is $10 or 
whatever you can afford. Visit loft.org/events/
upcoming-events. 

St. Paul author Eric Holthaus will discuss 
his new book, The Future Earth: A Radical 
Vision for What’s Possible in the Age of 
Warming, in an online Zoom program at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, June 30. The free program is 
sponsored by Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 
S. Snelling Ave. To register for the link, visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com or call 651-225-
8989 for more information.

Music
The Minnesota Opera is offering a series 
of past performances as audio recordings 
that can be streamed online. The schedule 
includes Wagner’s Das Rheingold now 
through June 28; Paul Moravec and Mark 
Campbell’s The Shining, based on the 

novel by Stephen King, now through July 
5; Massenet’s sensual and melodic Thais, 
now through July 12; Joel Puckett and Eric 
Simonson’s The Fix, an epic tale set against 
the backdrop of America’s favorite pastime, 
now through July 19; and Mozart’s timeless 
comedy of errors, The Marriage of Figaro, from 
July 11-26. Visit mnopera.org.

Film
The Science Museum of Minnesota is 
temporarily closed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, but several Omnitheater films are 
available for streaming. Visit smm.org/ 
omnifest/ and sit back and enjoy a big-
screen adventure at home. The choices 
include America’s Musical Journey; Coral Reef 
Adventure; Dinosaurs Alive!; Dolphins; Dream 
Big: Engineering Our World; The Living Sea; 
Mummies: Secrets of the Pharoahs; National 
Parks Adventure; and Wild Ocean. A few of the 
films require payment.

Et cetera
Union Depot’s Train Days event has moved 
online this year. The virtual experience will 
feature a six-part video miniseries highlight
ing memories of St. Paul’s magnificent train 
station, the history of locomotives, interviews 
with railroading experts and more. The first 
two videos are now available at uniondepot.
org/traindays. There, artists of all ages may 
register for a coloring contest and the chance 
to win up to $250 in prizes.

“2020 Elections: Protected or Infected?” 
will be presented by the League of Women 
Voters St. Paul from 6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 30, on the league’s Facebook page 
as well as the St. Paul Neighborhood 
Network’s cable television Channel 19. The 
free program will address the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic on Minnesota’s 2020 
primary and general elections and current 
legislation regarding voting and elections. 
Nick Harper, civic engagement director for 
the League of Women Voters Minnesota, 
and Junior Alvados of Minnesota Voice, a 
coalition of nonprofit organizations working 
for permanent changes in racial, social 
and economic justice by increasing civic 
engagement and voter participation across 
the state, will speak. Registration is required 
to participate in the program. Visit lwvsp.org.

Clay Man Soo and Alessandra Bongiardina star in Park Square Theatre’s 2015 production of Romeo and 
Juliet. The Shakespearean tragedy about a love between teens from opposite sides of an age-old family 
feud is available for streaming through June 30. To get the password to stream the video online, email 
education@parksquaretheatre.org.  Photo by Flordelino Lagundino
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SPORTS
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Bremer has literary 
fix for Twins fans

As this column was being written, it was looking more 
and more likely that there won’t be a Major League 
Baseball season in town this year. Oh, we’ll still 

make room for baseball this summer—it just likely won’t be 
at Target Field. It’s easy to lay the blame at the feet of MLB 
commissioner Rob Manfred, but it takes two to tangle. And 
the fact is that the players have been just as inconsistent in 
their stance as Manfred. As they used to say on “The People’s 
Court,” the two sides are at loggerheads. 

In this era of social media, it’s easy to be out of sight, out of 
mind. However, for Twins’ fans there’s another way to stay 
connected to their team. For three-plus decades, Dick Bremer 
has been their television link to the team. Through good years 
and bad, he’s been the play-by-play announcer, working 
alongside a dizzying total of 20 colleagues. 

Bremer discusses all that and a lot more in a book that 
recently came out titled, “Game Used: My Life In Stitches with 
the Minnesota Twins.” 

Bremer comes from an old-school background. He started 
out on the radio in St. Cloud, worked his way through Iowa 
and first came to local attention while working at then 
WTCN-TV (now KARE). “I wrote my own scripts for TV,” he 
recalled. “I wanted them to be my words.” 

With the help of local author Jim Burton, Bremer weaves a 
narrative in 108 chapters—one for each stitch in a baseball. As 
with just about every announcer who goes that route, there 
are great tales of small-town radio and television adventures. 
They range from sticking a sock over a microphone to block 
out the noise of the wind during a St. Cloud State football 
game from the roof of the press box to talking his way out of a 
ticket for running a red light to get a tape to the Cedar Rapids 
TV station in time for that night’s sportscast.

Bremer takes us through several twists and turns at 
Channel 11, which was just starting to make inroads in the 
Twin Cities television sports market. Cable TV came along in 
the early ’80s. In those days, over-the-air TV stations usually 
did 40-50 games. The advent of Spectrum Sports offered the 
possibility for more telecasts with somebody other than the 
KMSP pair of Bob Kurtz and Ted Robinson. Bremer paired up 
with Pat Hughes that first year. When Hughes moved to the 
Milwaukee Brewers radio booth the next season, Harmon 
Killebrew was brought in to do the color commentary.

Bremer’s tales of the Twins range from the first game he 
attended as a kid—a 1964 win over Boston—to a night in June 
1967 when a storm swept over Met Stadium, nearly flooding 
the place and damaging the light poles and scoreboard. 

Baseball announcers have a different connection with their 
audience than do other sports announcers. To last as long as 
Bremer has meant adjusting to how the game is presented. 

“When I started out, there wasn’t as much information 
available as we have now,” he said. “All you could do was 
read the boxscores from the night before, talk to some folks 
around the batting cage, check out the updated stats and look 
at a couple of pages of notes. If I had a game today, I probably 
would’ve already spent an hour on the Internet,” said Bremer 
during our conversation at 10:15 a.m. 

The modern fan demands a lot more of announcers. “The 
viewers can see the stats for themselves,” Bremer said. “What 
they want is the inside stuff. The challenge is using the 
analytics and then explaining what they mean.” 

The lengthy baseball season is such that the audience often 
forges a bond of sorts with the announcers. After doing games 
here for so long, one might think the audience knows the 
announcers well. Bremer’s book often surprises in this regard, 
not the least of which is the discovery that Bremer’s father 
was a Lutheran pastor who specialized in working with deaf 
congregates. “He wasn’t deaf himself,” Bremer said. “That 
was just who he worked with.” 

Like a lot of fans, Bremer was caught off-guard by the 
sudden halt to the 2020 baseball season. “Each year, we have 
an annual meeting of the local baseball play-by-play guys,” 
he said. “A lot of them always say they can’t believe how short 

By Dave Wright

They work just a mile apart. One 
of them has coached a national 
championship team and boasts 

the highest winning percentage of any 
current Division III men’s college bas-
ketball coach. The other has taken on the 
task of rebuilding a college basketball 
program from the bottom up.

But Abe Woldeslassie, the head coach 
at Macalester College, and Johnny Tau-
er, the head coach at the University of 
St. Thomas, have one thing in common. 
Both were recently named among the 
Top 50 Impactful Coaches in Division III 
Men’s Basketball by Silver Waves Media. 

Woldeslassie, a St. Thomas Academy 
graduate, played two years for Macal-

ester after transferring from UST. After 
serving as an assistant coach out East 
for a decade, he returned home two 
years ago to take over a Mac program 
that hasn’t had a winning season since 
2003-04.

“He’s an outstanding person,” Tauer 
said of his coaching rival. “Any program 
that rebuilds has to go in steps. The met-
rics are different. He’s in a great situation 
there.” 

The Scots finished 7-18 during the 
first season with Woldeslassie at the 
helm and upped that to 8-17 last season. 
However, he looks at different numbers 
to measure progress. 

“Look how much more competitive 
we were than the year before,” Woldes-
lassie said. That included a win over 

Hamline for the first time since 2014, 
a win over Gustavus Adolphus and a 
sweep of Concordia. 

Macalester athletic director Don-
nie Brooks also sees the progress being 
made. “By the end of the season, they 
weren’t just competing,” he said. “Abe 
has installed a strong work ethic in 
them.”

With the top five scorers returning—
forward Jackson Henningfield is one of 
the best in the Minnesota Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (MIAC)—and seven 
newcomers, Woldeslassie is hoping to 
use a word that hasn’t been heard for a 
while around Robertson Center—depth. 

For a role model on building up a 
program, Woldeslassie looks at Swarth-

By Bill Wagner 

Sharon Bruestle is not one to let age 
slow her down. The 72-year-old 
Mendota  resident said she has 

lost count of the times she has won the 
Officer Scott Patrick Memorial 5K Run/
Walk in the 50-and-older category. She 
has only missed one of the races in the 
event’s 15-year history when she had to 
sit it out with a bad leg.

“It’s right in my backyard practically 
and it’s for a good cause,” said Bruestle, 
who works as a rental property man-
ager. “I try to run three or four times a 
week. I’m too impatient to walk.”

Mendota Heights Mayor Neil Garlock, 
the longtime race director, agreed with 
that assessment. “She’s a full-blown 
runner,” he said. “She’s not a walker.”

The event is named for the Mendota 
Heights police officer who was shot to 
death during a traffic stop six years ago. 
This year’s 5K is scheduled for 9 a.m. 
Saturday, July 11, beginning and ending 
at the Officer Patrick memorial at the in-
tersection of Main and Market streets in 
the Village at Mendota Heights.

Although the event is promoted as 

a full day’s worth of fun for all, the big 
winners will be the more than 8,200 
athletes involved in Special Olympics 
Minnesota. All proceeds raised from the 
event will help provide them with year-
round training and competition.

Like a lot of athletic events, this year’s 
5K had to be rescheduled due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Now organiz-
ers are planning to hold it by staggering 
start times for the runners and walkers 
to promote social distancing and safety 
for all. 

The race was originally called the 
Mendota Heights Gateway 5K, but was 
changed to memorialize the fallen of-
ficer. Garlock, who served with Patrick 
on the Mendota Heights Police Depart-
ment, said remembering his comrade 
and supporting the Special Olympics 
make the run/walk a worthwhile and 
joyful day. 

“Scott was very low-key,” Garlock 
said, “but he’d really feel good if he were 
here to see this. He’d feel honored.”

The 47-year-old Patrick was the most 
senior officer in the department with 19 
years of service to the city when he was 
killed by Brian Fitch Sr. in July 2014 on 

Dodd Road in West St. Paul. Fitch, 39, 
was arrested after a massive manhunt 
and gunfight with police.

Patrick was the city’s first police officer 
to be killed in the line of duty. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Michelle, a longtime 
Mendota Heights resident who Garlock 
said attends the race every year. He also 
is survived by daughters Erin and Amy. 
Amy, their youngest, was recently sworn 
in as a Mendota Heights firefighter.

Garlock said the event draws some 
400 participants and raises between 
$10,000-$15,000 annually. Gateway 
Bank is the main sponsor, along with  
Affinity Plus Federal Credit Union.

Awards are given for the top three 
male and female runners in these cat-
egories: 19 and younger, 20-49 (open 
division) and 50 and older (master di-
vision). This year, winners will be an-
nounced on social media and the city’s 
website.

Registration is $25 by July 10 and $30 
on race day. Prizes will be drawn later on 
race day and gifts will be mailed to the 
winners, where possible. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit tinyurl.com/
yc7y6qxc.

Mendota 
Heights 
Mayor Neil 
Garlock is 
shown with 
the plaque 
dedicated to 
Officer Scott 
Patrick in 
the Village 
at Mendota 
Heights, 
where the 
15th annual 
Memorial 5K 
Run/Walk 
begins and 
ends. 
Photo by 
Brad Stauffer

Keeping the torch burning: 15th annual 5K 
honors fallen officer, aids Special Olympics

Mac/UST hoop coaches named among DIII best
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the off-season is. I’ve always been the opposite. I can’t believe 
how long it is. My appreciation for the game grows each year.”

That love for the game—and his craft—is part of what will 
draw Bremer back to the ballpark whenever MLB restarts. He 
also looks forward to teaming up with such analysts as Bert 
Blyleven, Jack Morris, Justin Morneau and Roy Smalley when 
he gets back to work. 

“They all bring different perspectives,” Bremer said. “It’s 
a matter of getting your comfort level established. What 
amazed me is how Justin (who had no prior television 
experience) adjusted to being on the air.”

Until MLB and the players figure it out, Bremer will be 
talking about his book. “Tony Oliva said it was the first book 
he read cover to cover,” Bremer said. “My high school and 
college English teachers said they liked it, too.” 

Until we can once again see games on the field, inside 
stories about games from the past will have to do.

Highland golf gets back to a type of normal
Two months after Governor Tim Walz declared it was safe 

to go back to playing golf, the Highland National 18-hole 
course is rounding into form. Meanwhile, the Highland 
9-Hole officially opened for business on June 15. Club pro 
John Shimpach said golfers have already adjusted to the 
new normal. “It’s going well,” he said. “We’re continually 
adjusting, but folks understand.” 

The Highland National clubhouse is still not open, but a 
stationary beverage stand has now been added near the 1st 
and 10th tees. Gas carts are back on the course and portable 
bathrooms are being deployed. One thing that players 
apparently are still adjusting to is how to make reservations 
online with a credit card. 

This is prime time for charity and business golf 
tournaments, but shotgun starts are still off the table. “They 
just have to tee off following each other,” Shimpach said. 

Assembling in large groups in close quarters still violates 

the governor’s dictum, but it’s a small price to pay for four 
hours or so of golf.

Saints to play ball—just not here
The St. Paul Saints will play baseball this summer, though 

we may not be able to see it in person. The Saints recently 
announced a 60-game schedule that will run from July 3 
through September 10. However, the defending American 
Association champs will not be at CHS Field. The governor’s 
edict limiting outdoor gatherings put the kibosh on that. 

As a result, the Saints are currently slated to play all of their 
games in either Sioux Falls, Milwaukee or Fargo. The team 
does have a plan in place for seating fans with proper social 
distancing for games at CHS if the restrictions change. But for 
now, those fans will have to either travel or follow the team 
on radio. 

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

more College in Pennsylvania. Landry Kos-
malski, the head coach there, started out with 
the same records Woldeslassie has. However, 
by his fourth season, Swarthmore went 22-8. 
This past winter, that team went 28-1 and was 
one of the favorites for the Division III title be-
fore the NCAA brought things to a screeching 
halt because of the coronavirus pandemic.

“Some people look at Mac and say it’s too 
hard academically,” Woldeslassie said. “We 
can’t use that as a crutch. We need to embrace 
it and use it to our advantage.”

Tauer has extended the tradition of his pre-

decessor, Steve Fritz, and has kept St. Thom-
as as one of the top Division III programs in 
the country. The Tommies, ranked fourth in 
the nation in one poll, were 26-3 overall and 
headed for a Sweet 16 date at St. John’s on 
March 14 when their season was derailed.

Though telling his players was hard to do, 
Tauer reminded them of two positives. The 
Tommies’ season ended with a big 73-70 win 
at No. 8 Wisconsin-Platteville. It was the first 
time in 26 years that they had gained consec-
utive berths in the Sweet 16. 

“Part of the job is to embrace the joy,” Tauer 
said. “I hope the memory of the win at Platte-
ville sticks with them for a long time to come.” 

With a national championship in 2016 and 
a winning percentage of over .800, Tauer has 
plenty of fond memories as a head coach at St. 
Thomas. He also was an assistant coach on a 
national championship team there and had a 
terrific playing career with the Tommies that 
included UST’s first Final Four trip. 

In addition to coaching, Tauer is a tenured 
psychology professor at St. Thomas who stud-
ies the factors that affect athletic and academ-
ic motivation. That background came into 
play as he helped his players work their way 
through the sudden end of their season. For 
the team’s four seniors, it was an abrupt finish 
to their college basketball careers. 

“What they went through (at the end) was 
something nobody could be prepared for,” 
Tauer said. “You try to train their bodies and 
their minds. You see the growth during the 
year. It turned out to be a special season.”

Tauer now has to deal with more than just 
the unusual end to the past season. The 2020-
21 school year will be the last one for St. Thom-
as in the MIAC. While there is great hope that 
the NCAA will let the Tommies make the rare 
leap from Division III to Division I for the fol-
lowing season (see the story at the top of this 
page), nobody knows for sure what the future 
holds.

By Dave Wright

The University of St. Thomas will have 
to wait until next year to learn whether 
it can move its athletic programs from 

Division III to Division I. UST officials were  
hoping to get an immediate clearance for the 
move on June 17. The NCAA Division I Coun-
cil received a proposal that day to allow the 
move, but decided to schedule the vote for  
next April. Meanwhile, it indicated it would 
be “receptive” to a request from St. Thomas to 
push the time up a bit.

In 2011, the NCAA outlawed a provision that 
would allow schools to make the two-level 
jump that St. Thomas is seeking. A Division 
III school typically needs to spend at least five 
years in Division II, where partial scholarships 
are allowed, before even being considered to 
move up to the top rung. The current format 
makes Division III schools wait a dozen years 
for the entire process to be completed. 

While several colleges have memberships 
in sports conferences at all three levels of com-
petition, St. Thomas would be the first school 
in NCAA history ever granted the ability to 
make the complete jump at once. 

“We’ll immediately begin work with (Sum-
mit League) commissioner Tom Douple and 

the NCAA to formally submit our waiver re-
quest,” said Phil Esten, St. Thomas vice presi-
dent and director of athletics. “While I know 
all of us are anxiously awaiting definitive 
word on where we’ll be competing starting 
with the 2021-22 season, we must remain pa-
tient for just a little while longer.”

The upcoming 2020-21 athletic season is St. 
Thomas’ last in the Minnesota Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference. In May 2019, the confer-
ence voted the Tommies out, citing the lack of 
competitive parity as its main concern. In oth-
er words, St. Thomas’ sports programs were 
perceived as too strong relative to the rest of 
the teams in the conference.

Should the NCAA sign off on the leap, St. 
Thomas has a deal in place to join the Divi-
sion I Summit League for athletics. The Sum-
mit, which recently rejected Augustana’s bid 
to join its ranks, currently has nine members, 
including North Dakota, North Dakota State, 
South Dakota and South Dakota State. How-
ever, the Summit League does not have foot-
ball or hockey programs. 

As a result, St. Thomas would need to 
spread its wings. For football, it is looking at 
the non-scholarship Pioneer League. That 
league currently has nine members spread out 
all over the country, ranging from Kentucky to 

California. Jacksonville pulled the plug on its 
football program last December, which cre-
ated an opening in the league. 

St. Thomas also would need a conference 
for hockey. The Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association (WCHA) will be undergoing a 
major reshuffling in 2020-21. Seven of its 10 
men’s programs are leaving after the upcom-
ing season to join the Central Collegiate Hock-
ey Association (CCHA), which recently hired 
former Gopher hockey coach Don Lucia as its 
commissioner. Lucia has said that the CCHA 
currently has seven members to start play in 
2021-22 and that St. Thomas would be a “nice 
candidate” for the new league. 

The women’s WCHA is one of the best 
hockey leagues in the country and has seven 
members, including five based in Minnesota. 
Adding St. Thomas would be an easy fit.

However, one drawback to Division I hock-
ey for St. Thomas is that its current home ice, 
St. Thomas Arena in Mendota Heights, has a 
seating capacity of only 1,100. There aren’t 
many other options available for UST among 
the arenas around town. 

Hockey is not the only sport in which St. 
Thomas would likely have to make moves re-
garding a place to play if it jumps to Division 
I. Its volleyball and basketball teams play at 

the Anderson Athletic Complex, which has 
about 2,000 seats and some standing room. 
O’Shaughnessy Stadium, the Tommies’ foot-
ball home for the last 75 years, has 5,000 seats 
but considerable space for spectators who are 
willing to stand. 

The South Field, located on the corner of 
Cretin and Grand avenues, is where St. Thom-
as plays soccer and softball. It has a capacity 
for about 500 spectators, but there’s stand-
ing room for more. Baseball has been played 
on the North Field for as long as anybody can 
remember. A small bleacher is located behind 
home plate and there’s some room to stand 
down the base lines. 

St. Thomas currently has no outdoor home 
courts for tennis. All of that will come into 
play when making a move such as this.

There are other issues as well that the NCAA 
will need to be satisfied with before approving 
St. Thomas’ jump. For example, St. Thomas 
will have to increase its athletic budgets, hire 
more assistant coaches, and hire more staff in 
its media relations department to compete at 
the Division I level.

So there’s a lot that still needs doing before 
the NCAA signs off on St. Thomas’ applica-
tion. This was just one hurdle down, with 
many more to follow.

19b wright call

19b Mac/ust hoop coaches

Johnny Tauer of the University of St. Thomas (shown at left during a game at U.S. Bank Stadium in 2018 in 
a photo by Liam Doyle) and Abe Woldeslassie of Macalester College (at home last December in a photo 
by Alex Conover) were named among the Top 50 Impactful Coaches in Division III Men’s Basketball.

Tommies still waiting for decision on making jump to Division I
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CLASSIFIEDS

home improvement
RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ expe-
rience. References. Free estimates. 
Ray Johnson, 651-238-1435. Bobcat 
work also.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED & FAIR 
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH 
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’ 
experience in custom space plan-
ning, fixture and finish selec-
tions. Gail Jacobson, Allied ASID. 
References available. 612-310-7069. 
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

home serviceS    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work. 
Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

home serviceS   
GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free es-
timates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581.

ReliableMaintenanceAndRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handy-man 
Services. MN License #BC665235. 651-
262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling.  Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, Inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
Estimate. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW AND GUTTER 
CLEANING. Fully insured & locally 
owned. Call 612-389-9553 or Book 
Online www.metrowidemn.com

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW
TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

GARDEN ROTOTILLING. Vegetables, 
flowers etc. Reasonably priced. Save 
your back. Call Terry, 651-647-6078.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $125/month. 651-276-4396. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

LAWN/SNOW Service. Gutter clean-
ing. Spring cleanup. Mark, 651-690-
5227; 651-366-7643.

GUTTER CLEANING. Gutters cleaned 
and flushed. Call today! 612-432-1473. 
Insured.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal. 
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years 
in business. A rated on Angie’s List. 
Spring specials. $30 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

L & A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality 
Service. Good Pricing. Residential and 
commercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

FOR SALE
HANDMADE SIGNS. Custom Signs 
made to order for gifts, business, 
sales, weddings, retirement, etc. Use 
your logo, family name, favorite 
quote… unlimited possibilities. 
Wood, canvas, glass, chalkboard, etc. 
For details and a quote, send a text to 
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

PERSONALIZED TEXTILES. Custom 
designed, small run, t-shirts, hood-
ies, tank-tops, blankets, pillowcases, 
canvas etc. for holiday gifts or any oc-
casion you are promoting. For more 
details, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com 

2014 KYMCO SCOOTER LKE200i. 
Matching helmet and trunk. $1700. 
Excellent. Red. Under 500 miles. Call 
or text 612-356-3124.

UPGRADE YOUR OFFICE. The Villager 
has several modular office pieces, fil-
ing cabinets and other miscellaneous 
used office equipment for sale, all at 
reasonable prices. Call Craig at 651-
699-1462 for an appointment.

GARAGE SALES
GREAT SALE! Thursday, June 25-Friday, 
June 26. 9AM-4PM. 1796 Bayard 
Avenue. Miscellaneous housewares, 
storage, decor, seasonal, books, gar-
dening, camping, tools, outdoor fur-
niture. Lotsa good stuff! Masks please 
(will provide).

REAL ESTATE WANTED  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time 
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions. 
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

WHY PAY 5%, 6%, 7% TO SELL? 
Full Service MLS Only 3.5%-4.5%. 
Hundreds Sold! Call 651-334-0980. 
Visit CHOICEREALTYMN.com YOU SAVE 
THOUSANDS $$$

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jewelry. I 
make house calls. Mary, 612-729-3110. 

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. Wall 
repair. Basement walls and floors. 
Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

C A R P E N T R Y / R E M O D E L I N G . 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ years’. 
Exceptional experience. Licensed/
insured. Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

home serviceS   
DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or re-
pairs. Lic. #BC581059. Troy’s Decks & 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

JOE’S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

SHOWCASE HOME Painting . 
Meticulous, quality workman-
ship. Exterior, interior paint-
ing. Stripping, staining. Plaster, 
sheetrock repair. Texturing. 
Window glazing. Deck and fence 
staining. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call Martey for a free esti-
mate, 651-917-7982. Fully insured.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair and 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

***GUTTER CLEANING***
Stay safe and off your roof while you 
let us clean your gutters for you!!! 
True Clean Gutters LLC, provides 
quality work, affordable, and in-
sured!!! Seasonal lawn mowing. Call 
#612-223-4137 for a free estimate!!!  

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

MURPHY’S LAWN and LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial.  Residential.  The 
best full service lawn and land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios, walks, 
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal 
cleanups, year-round contracts, es-
timates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; detaching, 
tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help you 
install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery & Landscape 
Pro fe ss i o n a l .  L i v i n g  S pa ce 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

Classified & LEGAL Ads
Phone 651-699-1462 

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com 
Classified Categories & more information 

available at www.MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount 
for prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 
13 issues. Legal notices are 60¢ per word. All classified and 

legals are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.

Next Issue: July 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: July 1

We Now Accept

    Legal Notices!
Call us for details.

651-699-1462 *Some restrictions apply.

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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SERVICE DIRECTORY office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL  WEBSITE  and 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For details, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call or text Torger, 651- 
230-0193.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full  services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE CAN 
HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

sewing/tailoring
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland Park 
and Crocus Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111 
today for rental information on sev-
eral communities professionally man-
aged by Mid Continent Management 
Corp. 

SPACIOUS, 5-BEDROOM House $3000 
plus utilities. On bus line, 2 blocks to 
St. Thomas. 612-788-9268.

2-BEDROOM BASEMENT apartment. 
$850 plus utilities. On bus line, 2 
blocks to St. Thomas. 612-788-9268.

for rent - COMMERCIAL
HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower 
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus. 
$1200/mo + utilities. 651-324-2573.

SUITE AVAILABLE. June 1, 2020. Gross 
Lease: Tenant responsible for phone/
internet. 241 So. Cleveland Ave. (SW 
corner of Cleveland & St. Clair), Mac-
Groveland area of St. Paul. 795 sq. ft. 
Single Office Suite with exterior win-
dows. Reception/waiting area for cli-
ents. Off-Street parking. Breakroom 
within building. Call Frank @ 612- 
708-4117 for an immediate response 
or email ffrench@midcontinentmgmt.
com

OFFICE SPACE (240 sq. feet) for rent in 
a quiet, clean, charming building. High 
ceilings, large windows, ceiling fan, in-
floor heat, AC, built-in storage cabinet, 
window box for flowers. Shared wait-
ing room, secure building entrance, 
fenced-in backyard, easy parking, 
close to bus line, light rail. Utilities 
included. Ideal for an individual prac-
titioner such as an attorney, accoun-
tant, chiropractor, or psychotherapist. 
Call 651-291-2737.

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Chad Arneson

Rating

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small 

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Prevent & Fix
Water Damage

Foundation Repair
Tuckpoint, 

Masonry & Concrete
Gary 651-423-6666

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

HELP
WANTED

Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for 

both employee and independent 
contractor positions.

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Click through our
Classifieds & Service 

Directory at
MyVillager.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORYdocument as the person whose signature is 
required, or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who has autho-
rized me to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this document is true 
and correct and in compliance with the appli-
cable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I under-
stand that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth 
in Section 609.48 as if I had signed this docu-
ment under oath. Date Filed: May 27, 2020 
Signed by: Sarah Ellen Hinlicky Wilson EMAIL 
FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: sarah@sarahhinlicky-
wilson.com

for rent - COMMERCIAL
OFFICE/STUDIO space in Merriam 
Park church.  Two avai lable. 
Approximately 200-250 sq. ft. For de-
tails, call Robert 651-263-3468.

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 
333. The filing of an assumed name does not 
provide a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for consumer 
protection in order to enable consumers to be 
able to identify the true owner of a business. 
1. Assumed name: Thornbush Press 2. Principal 
Place of Business: 1290 Portland Avenue, Saint 
Paul, MN 55104 USA. 3. NameHolders: Lutheran 
Arts and Letters, LLC. Address: 1290 Portland 
Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55104 USA. 4. I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am signing this 

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

LEGAL NOTICES

          

Buy your subscription online at MyVillager.com or mail your check with this form today! 
Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S, St. Paul, MN 55116 or call your subscription in to 651-699-1462.

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

BILLING ADDRESS ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

            

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER!
Buy a year subscription today for just $59.88

Credit Card Type

Name on Card

Card Number

Expiry Date

Amount $

PAYMENT ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

Visa, Mastercard or Discover. We DO NOT accept American Express.

mm/yy

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

DELIVERY ADDRESS ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

            

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance Smith

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!
 •• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow the

Villager
on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/



    

cbburnet.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-270-1667

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SArAH kinnEY
651-282-9621

kAtHrYn kEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

DEbbiE WHitAkEr
tHE HiVE

612-532-1490

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

tom & mikE DiStAD
612-275-1343

mYA HonEYWELL
tHE HiVE

651-329-3619

SuE JoHnSon
GooD ComPAnY
651-329-1264

745 Grand ave #4  
Fabulous 1 BR condo on Grand Ave! Located on 
the quiet north side overlooking historic Summit Ave, 
away from the noise & bustle of Grand.  Features 
include a screened-in private balco-
ny, stained concrete floors, Stainless 
appliances, A/C, in-unit laundry, ele-
vator, underground heated parking.

nAnCy k mAAs
651-235-8581 • $000,000

300 Wall St #501  
Working from home? Spacious luxury 
condo in Lowertown’s Historic Great 
Northern Lofts. Master plus work ready 
office/bedroom. 2 baths. 
Walkable. Bike trail. Green 
Line. Loft lifestyle!
HomesforSaleSaintPaulMN.com

AnitA Hill
651-707-6408 • $570,000

324 Summit #103, Saint Paul mn 55102
This stately condo occupies the top two floors 
of the Lightner-Young Mansion and has an addi-
tional apartment accessible by private eleva-
tor. It features vaulted ceilings, 
multiple decks, and panoramic 
views. Showing availability per 
CDC Guidelines only.

      myA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $950,000

421 Summit avenue #2, Saint Paul mn 55102
Stunning condo on historic Summit Avenue! 
Premier location across from University 
Club. Lovely open kitchen with Wolf and 
Sub Zero appliances, and 
butler’s pantry with wet bar! 
Showing availability per CDC 
Guidelines only.
      myA Honeywell
 651-329-3619 • $800,000

6700 Grand ave     
Awesome Richfield location walking dis-
tance to Lyn 65, Pizza Luce, Lakewinds 
Coop and miles of biking and walking 
trails. 3 bedroom, 1 bath 
completely remodeled.

  

mike & tom distAd 
612-432-4771 • $269,900

1435 Palace avenue!
This Mac/Groveland charmer strikes the 
perfect balance of city and neighborhood liv-
ing. This delightful 3 bedroom 2 bath home 
has hardwood floors, living 
room with fireplace,updated 
kitchen. Privacy fenced yard 
with patio and 2 car garage.

VirGiniA sPAniolo 
651 402-7412 • $335,000

JoE JuLiEttE
651-261-9588

neW HiGHland liSt! 
1646 Niles is a 3 bedroom classic Dutch 
Colonial in mint condition. Beautiful appoint-
ments include hardwood floors, new kitchen 
and bath, new roof and patio. 
Walk to the Village from this 
quiet little pocket of Highland! 
Call Lolly for details.

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $359,900

One level livinG!!!
58 Thompson is delightfully updated 
with  2 bedrooms, 2 baths and a one car 
attached garage, with courtyard and private 
entrance. Near all the best 
of West St. Paul. Over 55+ 
community awaits - carefree 
living! Call Lolly for details!

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $185,000

1671 PineHurSt  
First offer in 44 years! Lovingly maintained 
and updated is this large 30’s built Tudor style 
4 bedroom (on one floor) 3 baths 2 storey 
with entertainment sized space plus finished 
lower level. Premier Pinehurst Avenue. 
lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $650,000
morAGHAn derosiA
952-486-3697 • $650,000

StunninG neW tudOr juSt StePS tO tHe river…
2182 Stanford - 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3rd 
floor master suite. Newer Marvin windows, new 
kitchen and baths. Sun-drenched space is lovely 
and totally renovated. Back yard 
oasis with limestone and paver 
patio – state of the art mechani-
cals. Call Lolly for details!

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $650,000

712 FairmOunt avenue!
Spectacular 5BR home in Crocus Hill.   
Built in 2014, this property offers a his-
torical design and rich architectural details 
along with an open floor plan 
and modern amenities.
AnotherHomeSoldByMary.com

mAry knUdsen crs 
651-335-6619 • $1,600,000

FantaStic OPPOrtunity!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq 
ft to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed 
for comfortable everyday 
living as well. Quality con-
struction and finishes. 

         Jim BUrton
651-690-8556 • $3,499,000

excePtiOnal value!!!
643 Pascal St: Immaculate 4 bedroom, 
3 bath featuring gleaming hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, delightful porch 
off the garage, newer 
Andersen Windows, roof, 
furnace and air.     

          Jim BUrton
651-690-8556 • $319,900

FabulOuS lOtS!!!
2130 & 2134 Lower St. Dennis: Two fab-
ulous building sites in this unique wooded 
site. Each lot is 1.43 acres offering a large 
building pad.

     

          Jim BUrton
651-690-8556 • $650/600K

StePS tO tHe river! 2152 berkeley ave    
This classic MacGroveland home combines charm 
with original details. Hardwd flrs, natural wdwrk 
thru-out. Three BR, 2BA’s, lg LR with wd burning FP. 
Cozy sun rm/natural light. Half BA first floor. Brand 
new 3 car garage. 

nAnCy k mAAs 
VirGiniA sPAniolo 
651-235-8581
$414,900

Pending!

1842 berkeley avenue 
3BD, 2BA 2-story that is expertly maintained. Hrdwd 
floors, gas fireplace, large backyard w/brick patio, 
2GA, eat-in kitchen, and sunroom! Let your imagina-
tion shape the LL into a family room. 
Nearby shops, restaurants, and more 
just out your front door! *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $429,900

drencHed in natural liGHt!    
Open & bright 2BR, 2BA townhome with walls 
of windows overlooking the park! Living room 
with gas fireplace, kitchen with walk-in pan-
try, dining room. Private owner’s 
suite, loft, 2nd floor laundry, 2 stalls 
heated parking! 465 Sibley Street. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $399,900

careFree One level livinG!    
Enticing 2BR, 2BA condo boasts gracious space 
for comfortable living. Enjoy formal dining plus 
breakfast rm, sleek kitchen, LR with fireplace. 
Owner’s suite, ample storage, 
in-unit laundry, 2 garage stalls! 
689 Wentworth Avenue #101. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $179,900

neStled On 1/2 acre OF Privacy!   
Captivating 3BR, 3BA in a magical Maplewood 
setting! Handsome living room with new carpet, 
fireplace, formal dining + breakfast room. Main 
floor owner’s suite & laundry, spar-
kling sunroom. Fenced back yard, 
3-car. 2281 Arlington Avenue E.. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $395,000
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a lOvely and Well-lOved HOme! 
Great home for entertaining and family gather-
ings! Space galore! Private and thoughtfully land-
scaped back yard. Home features original charm 
with many quality improvements. 
Sweet back porch to enjoy sum-
mer evenings! 1408 Hague Ave. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sUe JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $389,900
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StunninG Queen anne victOrian!   
Grand entry with original wdwrk, box beam ceilings, 
tiled fireplaces, floors, built-ins. Custom kitchen features 
high-end appliances, soapstone countertops and mar-
ble island. Private MS with gorgeous 
new private bath. Three finished 
levels. Carriage house, garage and 
lovely spacious lot! 940 Portland Ave. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sUe JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $869,000
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