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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Day-to-day operations of the Russellville Municipal
Airport are now the responsibility of a newly-formed cor-
poration, Explore Aviation, LLC, after the Russellville City
Council approved a five-year agreement with the compa-
ny at the council’s June 15 meeting.

Explore Aviation is owned by Chris Williams and
Robbie Tidwell.

The Russellville Airport has been managed since 2000
by Harry Mattox’s Blue Diamond Aviation, LLC. That
agreement, which called for Blue Diamond Aviation to be
the fixed base operator at the airport, was terminated at
Monday’s meeting due to Mattox’s imminent retirement
and sale of his company to Williams and Tidwell.

The council agreed to waive the 90-day notice require-
ment in order to terminate the agreement with Blue
Diamond Aviation.

Terms of the new agreement with Explore Aviation are
the same as the previous agreement, with the exception

that it’s a five-year, rather than a four-year, agreement,
according to Russellville Mayor David Grissom.

The agreement provides that the city will lease the
Russellville Municipal Airport property, including the
hangars, terminal building, fences, parking lot and equip-
ment, to Explore Aviation, LLC. 

The city will pay $51,199.96 per year to Explore
Aviation, LLC, for its services, with the first monthly pay-
ment of $4,333.33 due on July 1, 2020.

The city has responsibility for maintenance and insur-
ance on the property, including the parking lot, painting
and striping of the runway, taxiway and parking ramp.

Explore Aviation will be required to maintain liability
insurance necessary to protect it and the City of
Russellville from loss including hazard and liability insur-
ance of at least $1,000,000 (One Million Dollars) for each
occurrence.

Explore Aviation will provide worker’s compensation
coverage for all applicable personnel and provide proof
of said coverage to the city.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A wealthy Arkansas businessman is the latest to file a
lawsuit against  MS Industries II, and he’s seeking a
judgment of more than $54 million against the
Russellville-based company and 70 other defendants.

The 80-page lawsuit, brought by Steven Booth and his
management company, S3B, LLLP, was filed May 15,
2020, in Lawrence County Circuit Court. 

In addition to naming MS Industries II and Steven
Smith, its controlling manager and majority shareholder,
Booth  sued all MS Industries II shareholders and sever-
al other companies who either claim to have a royalty
interest in MS Industries II or share some other business
association.

Among those defendants is Finis St. John IV, the
Chancellor of the University of Alabama System, who is
alleged to be a minority shareholder in MS Industries II.

The case becomes the fifth pending lawsuit against MS
Industries, and comes at a time when the Alabama court
system has been shut down due to the COVID-19 out-
break. The Alabama Department of Revenue has a
pending civil action against MS in Franklin County, where
it is alleged the company failed to pay withholding tax to
the State of Alabama.

In March, MS Industries II general counsel Chuck
Kelley acknowledged the Franklin Free Press that his
company owed money in those cases, and Kelley said
they were working with each of the plaintiffs to get the
matters resolved. 

But in the latest case, MS Industries’ officials are taking
a decidedly different stance. “Our policy at MS Industries
is to limit or refrain from commenting about the details of
pending litigation,” Kelley said. “We will simply say that
we are disappointed that Mr. Booth, an investor in the
company and a board member, chose this course of

Council approves management contract
for Russellville Municipal Airport

MS Industries primary investor sues
company, seeks $54 million judgment

See ‘AIRPORT,’ page 5

See ‘MS INDUSTRIES,’ page 7



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Carol Sue Gravett, 78, died on Tuesday, June 16th.
Interment at East Franklin Cemetery.

Susan Wiley Henry, 89, of Haleyville, died on Wednesday,
June 17th.  A private service was held with family.

Bobby Lewis Huddleston, 80, of Haleyville, died on
Thursday, June 18th.  Interment at Winston Memorial

Cemetery.

Ralph Edmond Letson, 78, of Tuscumbia, died on Tuesday,
June 16th.  Interment at Piney Grove Cemetery.

Frances Hovater Logan, 92, of Spruce Pine, died on
Saturday, June 20th.  Interment at Knights of Pythias

Cemetery.

John Wayne Melton, 80, of Russellville, died on Sunday,
June 21st.  Interment at Liberty Hill Cemetery.

Ollie McGuire, 88, of Russellville, died on Thursday, June
18th.  Interment at Tharptown Cemetery.

Farmers Pride Smoked
Bacon 
$19.99/5 lb.

Fryer Leg Quarters -
$.59/lb

Mozzarella
Cheese Sticks
$9.99/4 lb. box

Fresh Lean

Ground Beef
$2.99 lb.

fam. pack

Whole Boneless

Pork Loins
$1.99 lb

Boneless

Ribeye Steak
$12.99 lb.

Country Style Meaty

Pork Ribs
$1.99 lb. 

Boneless Bottom

Round Beef
Roast 

$3.49 lb.

Quarter Loin 

Pork Chops
$1.79 lb.

Shubert Rolls - 
$2.99/10 ct.

Come enjoy these great deals!
We thank you for your business!
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Franklin Watermelon Festival
canceled due to COVID-19

Russellville City Schools preparing
to solicit bids for RHS addition
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Watermelon Festival, scheduled for August 21-22,
2020, has been canceled.

The Franklin County Chamber of Commerce sent out a press release
Tuesday afternoon announcing the decision made by the Chamber’s Board
of Directors at their June 16 meeting.

This year’s festival would be the 40th annual event. The Watermelon
Festival began in 1981, with the original idea coming from Russellville busi-
nessman Bobby Bolton.

“After consulting with Russellville City officials, the Franklin County Health
Department, and the Alabama Department of Public Health, and with their
guidance, the (board) has reluctantly decided to cancel this year’s 40th annu-
al Franklin County Watermelon Festival scheduled for August 21-22, 2020,
and the Watermelon Pageant scheduled for July 18, 2020,” the release stat-
ed.

Franklin County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Cassie Medley
said chamber officials were hoping to see the county’s COVID-19 numbers
leveling off instead of increasing by mid-June, but with the number of cases
still rising, that it was in the best interest of the safety and health of volun-
teers, vendors and festival guests to cancel this year.

“We anticipate the virus being a memory of 2020, and we will be able to
hold the 40th Franklin County Watermelon Festival on August 20-21, 2021,”
Medley said. “In the meantime, we will be praying for our county and our
country.”

Medley said chamber officials are planning a new event for this October, in
anticipation of COVID-19 numbers leveling and decreasing over the coming
months. Medley encouraged those interested to visit the chamber website,
www.franklincountychamber.org, for more information. The chamber’s
Facebook and Instagram pages will also have additional information.

The Franklin County Watermelon Festival becomes the latest on a growing
list of events canceled this year. Those include the Spirit of Hodges, Phil
Campbell Hoedown Festival and the City of Russellville’s Jam on Sloss Lake.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Bids for the 40,000-square foot addition at Russellville High School are
expected to be posted July 2, according to Russellville City Schools
Superintendent of Education Heath Grimes.

Grimes updated the RCS Board of Education at the board’s June 18 meet-
ing. Grimes said a qualifying meeting for the project has already taken place,
and a pre-bid meeting is set for later this month.

Although there is no specific timetable for construction of the addition,
Grimes expects it to start this fall, with the building ready for the 2021-22
school year. School officials are waiting for approval from the State of
Alabama Department of Education of the architectural plans for the addition.

As for the system’s new Early Learning Center that will house five pre-
kindergarten classes at the former Mars Hill Preschool on East Lawrence
Street, Mars Hill’s Board of Trustees gave permission for Russellville City
Schools to begin some improvements on that building. 

The closing for the purchase of the building is set for the first week of
August.

In other agenda items, the board:
—heard an update from Grimes on the “Road Map to Recovery” compre-

See ‘BOARD,’ page 5
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Email us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

My take on this... some easier experiences

Tennessee Valley Museum of Art
to hold art camp for students
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Hi to all my friends!
I don’t know about y’all but I’ve

discovered some things run
smoother than before.  

There is no longer the long wait-
ing periods in seeing your doctor.
Upon arriving for your doctor
appointment, one must call to let
them know you have arrived and
wait in your car until the nurse calls you to meet
her at the door.  Your temperature will be
checked and if it’s okay, you just follow the nurse
into your examining room. 

There is no longer waiting in the lobby to be
called into the waiting area to sit there for a while
before being called back to see your doctor. Doing
away with that is so nice.

Waiting in a checkout line at a grocery store is no
longer a battle.  

I no longer have to keep kids from pushing
around me for no reason and turn around and
push again to go back where they started.  I can
stand in a line now without my blood pressure
going ‘sky-high’.  The thoughts of rebellion that
used to cross my mind are now a thing of the past.

I can stand in line now without my heels and
ankles being grazed by the buggy behind me.  I
have never understood the need to stand so close
anyway.  I wouldn’t mind if social distancing went
from six feet to four feet if it would keep me from
needing a band-aid on my ankles.

I’ve even found moving through a clothing sec-
tion of a store is even safer now. 

There are fewer ‘wild kids’ running in front of my
buggy.  Notice I didn’t say anything about stopping
by buggy to avoid a collision but most of the time

I do.
For the most part, I’ve stayed at home.
My lifestyle hasn’t changed drastically during this

time.  My granddaughter has always done most of
the shopping.  We each have our individual
spaces and always know how to find someone
when needed. 

I keep my life as simple as possible.  I tend to for-
get easier than before.  I think it’s caused by a
‘brain-overload’ from all of the important info I’ve
obtained but my boys and grandchildren have a
different theory.

They say it’s a loss of brain cells with a few men-
tal issues.  

That could very well be some of it.  My patience
has been tried too many times throughout the
years of raising boys and two grandchildren and
their animals they loved and wanted as babies.
Until the baby phase was over and then I took
over one pet at a time.

Maybe I have never experienced a mental
breakdown.  No, that can’t be it because I’m still
capable of tuning out anything when I want and
you have to have a functioning brain to do all of
that.

I do have one more comment but this has been
going on a long time.  The sign that reads, ‘Ten
items or less’, I want it removed!

It causes an unnecessary emotion which has not
always been ignored, if you know what I mean.

I think a more responsible sign would fit all
express lanes.  It’s one that reads, ‘Enter at your
own risk’, instead!

I think it’s best I end this article at this time and
as always…

Until later…

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Tennessee Valley  Museum of Art will hold Art Camp this summer for
students from 3rd through 12th grade.

The Junior Artist session, for students entering grades 3-6, will be held July
6-10, with classes from 9-3 on July 6-9 and 9-noon on July 10.

The Advanced Artist session, for students entering grades 7-12, will take
place July 6-10 from 1-3 p.m., daily.

Junior Artists will develop fundamental skills while exploring mediums
including pastels, acrylics, colored pencils and more. Veteran artists and art
instructors Barb Hendricks, Pam Wright, Paige Stevens and Amita Bhakta
will teach the sessions.

Advanced Artists will work with the highly-skilled portrait artist Martha
Carpenter to explore advanced drawing techniques, learn new skills and
refine existing techniques.

The sessions will be held at the Tennessee Valley Museum of Art, 511 N.
Water St., Tuscumbia.

The fee for the Junior Artist class is $195 ($165 for TVAA Family/Friend
members) and $200 for Advanced Artist class ($175 for TVAA Family/Friend).
All supplies are included.

Class sizes are limited. Reservations may be made by calling 256-383-
0533. The Art Camp will maintain social distancing and all recommended
Center for Disease Control COVID-19 procedures throughout the camp.
Students will work at their own workstation and each use a separate set of
materials.

Gail Motes
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For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t forget to
check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘BOARD,’ from page 3 ‘AIRPORT,’ from page 1
Mattox will work as an employee of Explore Aviation for one year and will

help train his replacement. Mattox told the council it has been an honor for
him to work the last two decades at the airport.

“I told the council 20 years ago when I started I would try and make
Russellville Airport the Taj Mahal of small airports and I believe we’ve done
that,” Mattox said. “My plans are to serve for a year and I’m glad to be there
another year to help train the new manager.”

Williams and Tidwell are both certified pilots. Grissom, who has flown with
Williams, said he’s confident the two men will have the best interests of the
airport as the heart of their business.

“I think Mr. Tidwell and Mr. Williams will have a great vision for Russellville
Airport and they’ll do a great job moving forward,” Grissom said.

Williams expressed his appreciation to Mattox for his years of service with
Blue Diamond.

“We hope to take what Harry built and build on it moving forward. We take
a lot of interest in the Russellville Airport and we’re excited about Harry work-
ing with us,” Williams said.

In other agenda items, the council:
—appointed City Clerk Belinda Miller as 2020 Municipal Election Absentee

Manager.
—authorized solicitation of bids for the purchase of a 2012 or newer high

flow skid steer loader with cab, bucket and cutting head with less than 2,500
hours for the Russellville Street Department.

—accepted a letter of resignation from Russellville Police Department offi-
cer Brett Evans and declared a vacancy for patrol officer in the department.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be July 6,
2020, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

hensive plan to be released June 19 by  State Superintendent of Education
Dr. Eric Mackey. Grimes and school administrators will review the state
guidelines and meet to decide how to proceed.

“Unlike the spring school closings, we expect this to be a local decision
where each school system will devise its own plan,” Grimes said. “We expect
there to be different thresholds for schools based on the number of new
cases of COVID-19.

“We are committed to returning to a traditional format of education with
some changes. Physical Education and lunch, for example, will look very dif-
ferent as there will be no large groups,” he added.

Grimes said his system has received grant funding through the CARES Act
to help with the cost of virtual education in the coming year, which schools
will be required to offer.

—approved facility use requests for the RHS gym on July 23-25 for the
RHS Cheerleaders’ cheer camp, RMS gym from July 6-8 for RHS Volleyball
Camp and RHS baseball facilities during June and July for American Legion
baseball games.

—approved a contract with McKinley Copeland for contract labor to clean
West Elementary School campus during the months of June and July.

—approved a one year contract with A+ College Ready from July 1, 2020
to June 30, 2021.

—approved 55 personnel moves, including:
—Resignation in Position: Tony Buckhalter, RHS teacher, Alexa Knight,

RES teacher, Alan Willingham, RMS/RHS teacher, Megan Smith, WES
teacher, Molly King, RMS Assistant Principal and Stacie Givens, RHS
Assistant Principal.

—Retirement in Position: Paula Pounders, RES teacher.
—Employment in Position: Chris Boatwright, Park & Recreation

Department Maintenance Foreman, Rachel Lawrimore, RES Special
Education teacher, Jennah Abrams Harrison, WES teacher, Harlee Murphy,
WES teacher, Madison Thompson, WES teacher, Hannah Cummings, Dana
Hill Massey, Gina Schmidt and Jennifer Lindsey, Pre-K teachers at WES.

—Voluntary Transfer: Libby Scruggs, from kindergarten teacher at WES to
Pre-K lead teacher at WES and Tessa Rushing, from WES teacher to RES
teacher.

—Temporary Employment in Position for 21st CCLC Summer Program for
Debra Lawler, Marlena Young-Jones, Donna Bolton, Gayla Mills, Rebecca
Logsdon, Justin Chandler, Cindy Coan, Nancy Foster, Carol Fretwell, Donna
Trapp, Lisa Thorn, Melissa Greenhill, Karren Sewell, Paula Pounders, Jamie
Oliver, Joy McLaughlin, Emily Woods, MaKenzie Holley, Ponda Gordon, Lety
Pascual, Kim McCulloch, Rhonda Pounders and Angela Crittenden.

—Employment in Supplement: 2019-20, Matthew Duncan, RMS head
baseball coach.

—Resignation in Supplement: Mason Willis, RMS Girls tennis.
—Athletic Consultant for 2020-21: Will Rushing, Jacob Wallace, Terrell

Groce to be pro-consults for RMS football, with pay not to exceed $960 to be
paid by Football Booster Club. Bryant Bonds and Chris Boatwright to be pro-
consults for RHS football, with pay not to exceed $1,380 to be paid by
Football Booster Club.

—Temporary Employment in Position: Alan Willingham, Spanish/EL
teacher at RMS.



The NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies free and
low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or a chron-

ic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may also
be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx today. There is no charge
for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-389-0529 and ask for
Paula Pardue. This program is in partnership with the state of Alabama and Alabama
Department of Senior Services.  

Divorced? Separated? We can help. Divorce Care is a weekly seminar/sup-
port group that will help you heal from the hurt. It’s a warm, caring envi-

ronment led by people who understand what you are going through. Learn practical
information and gain hope for your future. Come join us at First Baptist Church, Colbert
Heights, every Wednesday night from March 15 through June 7 from 6-8 p.m. Church is
located at 6000 Woodmont Drive, Tuscumbia, AL 35674. For more information, call
256-383-8016 or go online to www.firstcolbertheights.com.  

Everyone is welcome to worship services at Duncan Creek Baptist Church,
3925 Duncan Creek Road, Russellville. Service times are Sunday School

at 10 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. and Bible Study at 5 p.m. Pastor is Bro. Joe Thorn. 

You are cordially invited to new service time at Pleasant Ridge Missionary
Baptist Church on Highway 48 in Russellville, at 11 a.m., Sunday morn-

ings.  Social distancing practiced, mask optional. Pastor Roger Bond.

New Life Ministries invites you to join them for Sunday School at 10 a.m.
on Sunday mornings and for worship services on Sundays at 11 a.m. and

5 p.m. and Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. On the first Sunday of each month, there will be
a fellowship lunch after morning services. You and your family are invited to come wor-
ship and fellowship with the Lord of Hosts and his children. New Life Ministries is locat-
ed on Hwy. 24 west toward Red Bay, behind Tompkins Feed.  

The Newburg Masonic Lodge #388 meets the first Thursday of every month.
The Russellville Masonic Lodge #371 meets the first and third Tuesday of

every month. The Franklin County Shrine Club meets the second Tuesday of each month. The
Order of the Eastern Star Chapter 256 meets every second and fourth Tuesday of each month
at the Russellville Masonic Lodge. Spruce Pine Masonic Lodge #608 meets the second and
fourth Thursday of each month. Phil Campbell Masonic Lodge #880 meets the first and third
Thursday of each month. Burleson Lodge #143 meets the second and fourth Monday of each
month. Belgreen Lodge #428 meets the first and third Monday of each month. All meetings
start at 7 p.m. 

Mountain Valley Hee Haw features live music every Saturday night. Show
time is 6 p.m. Free admission. No alcohol or drugs. From Russellville,

take 243 to Hwy. 79, turn right, go 1/4 mile, third building on left. For more information,
please call 256-332-5479 or 256-810-4840 for more information.  

JOB OPPORTUNITY

The Franklin County Commission will accept applications for the
following positions:

Corrections officer/dispatcher: 2 positions
Deputy Sheriff: 1 position

in the Franklin County Commission office until 5:00 PM on Friday,
June 26, 2020.

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed or
emailed upon request from the Franklin County Commission office,
located at 405 N. Jackson Ave., Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
or applications are available at www.franklinountyal.org under the

careers tab.
Franklin County is an equal opportunity emplyer and does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,

age or disability in the employment or provisions of services.



Have an event we can help publicize? Call us at 256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net. Send your letters to the editor and other
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Shoals Primary Care, LLC
Internal Medicine • Family & General Practice

Dr. Faizullah Syed
is Welcoming New Patients

Monday-Thursday • 8am - 5pm | Friday • 8am-Noon
Admitting Privileges at Helen Keller Hospital

Baylee Corsbie CRNP, Faizullah Syed M.D.,
Misty Maxwell CRNP, Kelli Robertson CRNP

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield

256-383-4473
shoalsprimarycarellc.com
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MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED • MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

Walk-ins are Welcome

action, and both MSI and Mr. Smith are aggressively defending Mr. Booth’s
lawsuit as reflected in our comprehensive motion to dismiss currently pend-
ing before the court.”

Booth alleges that, beginning in 2015, he loaned MS Industries II
$10,000,000. Over the next three years, the total amount  Booth says he
“loaned” to the company was $54,000,000. 

Booth is represented by Arkansas attorneys Stephen Gershner, Charles
“Skip” Davidson, D. Westbrook Doss and Moulton attorney Harry
Montgomery. Messages left for the plaintiff’s attorneys by the Franklin Free
Press were never returned.

Booth maintains he was induced fraudulently by Smith to loan monies to
MS Industries II based on Smith’s assertions that he had “discovered valu-
able precious metals in connection with the company’s silica mining activi-
ties” and that Smith was working on a method to extract the precious metals.

Booth alleges he executed the first note for the $10,000,000 loan and that
Smith and his wife Misty, also a defendant, signed personal guarantees to
repay the note.

Booth also alleges that a series of loans made by MS to Smith and/or other
companies owned or operated by Smith during the following three years
were unknown to him and were fraudulent. Interestingly, one of those com-
panies alleged to be controlled by Smith, Celebrity Rides, LLC,  lists
Davidson as the incorporator and registered agent on the Arkansas
Secretary of State website. If that’s true, then Davidson represented Smith
when he formed Celebrity Rides, LLC, and now Smith’s former attorney is
suing his former client and a corporation he formed.

The complaint states that as of December 31, 2019, Smith owes MS
Industries almost $11,000,000 for funds transferred to him or for his benefit,
Booth maintains. And MS Industries II, since its formation in 2012, has never
made a profit and first totaled $100,000 in gross income in 2019, Booth
asserts.

According to a lengthy Motion to Dismiss filed by MS Industries II, Booth
was far more than just a rich man loaning money to a company. In fact, at the
time he first loaned money to MS, Booth became both a member and direc-
tor of MS Industries II, according to the motion.

As a board member, Booth even signed off on MS Industries II’s loans to
Smith, the defendants allege.

Additionally, the motion also states Booth claimed to have experience in the
mining industry and that he had full access to MS’ financial records before he
agreed to make any loan. MS maintains Booth even had his attorneys draft
documents to allow him to “sign off on all use of funds for each loan
advance.”

MS Industries even sent its financial books and records to Booth’s
Arkansas attorneys before he advanced additional funds, the motion alleges.

It’s clear the parties don’t agree on much. Booth paints the picture of his
loans being made based on misrepresentations and fraud from Smith, all the
while as Smith diverted money from MS Industries to himself. 

MS Industries responds by asserting that Booth was someone knowledge-
able about extracting precious metals and that there was full disclosure
made by MS before each and every loan advance from Booth, and that each
advance was approved by Booth.

So what is Booth’s role in MS Industries? That of an innocent businessman
making loans based on false promises, or that of a board member and edu-
cated investor who’s looking for a way out of his investments, or perhaps to
take control of the company?

In addition to a $54,000,000 judgment, Booth seeks punitive damages, a
first priority lien on all MS Industries property, the appointment of a receiver
to take control of all MS assets and a temporary restraining order that would
enjoin MS Industries from the transfer of any assets.

The logistics of a civil case with more than 70 parties and 100 lawyers is
complicated, particularly when the court system is operating on a lean sched-
ule after reopening May 15. Jury trials remain suspended until at least
September.

The next phase will be for the court to rule on the numerous motions to dis-
miss filed by defendants. If granted, those defendants would be dismissed
from the case.

The Franklin Free Press will continue to monitor the status of this case and
provide updates regularly.
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Russellville man steals military
vehicle, leads police on chase

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A ‘deuce and a half’ could cost a Russellville man 20 after he was charged
Thursday morning with theft of a motor vehicle.

Nathan Lowe, 20, of Russellville, was arrested at the intersection of U.S.
43/Hwy. 24 when a 2.5-ton cargo truck he was driving collided with a cement
truck. 

According to Franklin County Sheriff Shannon Oliver, there were no injuries
in the accident.

Lowe was transported to the Franklin County Jail, where he was charged
with Theft of Property First Degree, a Class B felony carrying a 2-20 year
prison sentence upon conviction.

Oliver said deputies were dispatched to Highway 24 Thursday morning
after a 911 call about a man walking down 24 west of Belgreen. The com-
plainant said the man was staggering and walking in and out of traffic. 

Police reports say the man, who was later identified as Lowe, was picked
up by a woman but she pulled into CJ’s Grocery moments later after ‘feeling
uncomfortable’ with Lowe in the car. Lowe then walked east on 24 near the
Belgreen Car Wash. 

A deputy located a military vehicle sitting in the westbound lane of 24 fac-
ing east. The deputy observed Lowe in the back of the vehicle and confront-
ed him and told him to get out. At that time, Lowe allegedly jumped in the dri-
ver’s seat and drove away, nearly hitting the deputy, Oliver said.

The deputy fired his weapon and shot out one of the cargo truck’s tires. 
The chase continued east on 24 as Russellville Police officers got involved.

Lowe exited 24 at the 43 ramp before colliding with the cement truck
moments later.

The 2.5-ton cargo trucks are primarily used as military vehicles and have
taken the nickname ‘deuce and a half’ due to their heavy weight. The truck
is owned by Johnny Mack Morrow of Red Bay. Oliver said Morrow had the
vehicle parked near the Belgreen Car Wash, with the owner’s permission, in
an attempt to sell it.

Oliver said there was a chain around the steering wheel to lock it, but Lowe
drove the vehicle with the steering wheel chained.

Oliver said Lowe appeared to be intoxicated and/or under the influence of
some “mind-altering substance.”

Additional charges are expected to be filed against Lowe once the Sheriff’s
Office investigation is complete. 

Lowe remains in the Franklin County Jail.

COURTESY PHOTO
Lowe led police on a chase along Highway 24 before colliding with a
cement truck at the off ramp for Highway 43. Lowe is currently in the

Franklin County Jail.
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Weekend getaways: Ocoee River Run a great option for family fun
With the COVID-19 pandemic continuing to impact vacation spots across

the United States, the Franklin Free Press will profile some weekend trips
that won’t break your family’s budget this summer. Each of these will require
less than 5 hours travel time. The first profile looks at the Ocoee River in Polk
County, Tennessee, approximately a four-hour drive from Russellville. Scenic
Highway 64 follows the river and makes for a beautiful drive. 

In addition to some of the nation’s best whitewater rafting on the Ocoee, the
region offers another river, the Hiwassee, which offers a more relaxed trip.
There are plenty of hiking, camping and lodging sites and more than enough
activities to pack a fun-filled weekend:

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Upon launching your raft into the Middle Ocoee River run, the whitewater
action starts immediately.

As your group puts in just below the Tennessee Valley Authority’s #2 Dam,
you’re greeted by Grumpy, a Class III rapid that immediately tests whether
you paid attention to the pre-trip instructions from your river guide.

Our Ocoee River run came on Friday, June 5. Four of us were assigned to
local outfitter High Country Adventures. ‘Big Mike’ was our guide, and much
like the river she runs, ‘Big Mike’ was full of surprises.

First, she (yes, she) looked like no ‘Big Mike’ we had ever seen. ‘Big Mike’
is actually a 21-year-old guide named Micah. While small in stature, she con-
trols the raft and guides you through the 20 named rapids as efficiently as
Tom Brady leading his team on a last minute, game-winning drive.

Her friendly demeanor was sincere as she told us about the river, the
upcoming rapids and other information she’s said to hundreds of other
groups. 

With almost continuous class III whitewater, the Middle Ocoee requires
some deft maneuvering to keep your raft upright. And having a knowledge-
able, interactive guide made an exciting trip informative. 

The Middle Ocoee drops more than 260 feet in its five-mile stretch. It was
even exciting to hear the names of upcoming rapids. Who wouldn’t build up
some adrenaline before taking on Hellhole, Broken Nose, Table Saw and
Flipper?

The Middle Ocoee is our country’s most popular whitewater river run. While
most guests opt only for the two-hour Middle Ocoee run, the Upper Ocoee
offers class IV rapids along the venue that hosted the 1996 Olympic kayak
and canoe events. The Upper Ocoee section is only open on Saturdays and
Sundays. 

Most outfitters offer a combo trip, which includes both the Upper and Middle
Ocoee, with lunch served in between. Expect to pay around $50 per person
for the Middle Ocoee trip, and about $80 for the combo. Price breaks are
offered for larger groups. The combo trip takes 5-6 hours including the lunch
break.

The minimum age for Ocoee river rafting is 12. But the entire trip is safe for
families. Pay attention to your guide, though. And keep in mind an Ocoee
rafting trip is not a relaxing day on the river. You’ll be asked to paddle and
move up and down inside your raft. 

All equipment is included. Guests are encouraged to wear bathing suits or
dri-fit clothing as you will get wet from the minute your trip begins. And you
must wear shoes that secure to your feet.

Drive to your outfitter’s location to begin your day. You’ll leave from there
on a bus to go to the launching point. High Country Adventures is located at
430 Hwy. 64 East in Ocoee, Tn. Call 1-800-233-8594 to make reservations,
or book online at www.hcrivers.com. The Ocoee River whitewater season
runs through September.

Many Ocoee outfitters also offer ropes courses, hiking trips, rock climbing
excursions and guided sunset kayak trips. 

TVA constructed three dams on the Ocoee River that help provide electric-
ity to eastern Tennessee residents. The river is owned and controlled by TVA.

While water from TVA’s #2 Dam originally traveled to the powerhouse
through a wooden flume, TVA can modify how much water is carried through
the flume and how much water is released over the 30-foot dam.

An agreement between TVA and the State of Tennessee provides that TVA
will release sufficient water for recreational use on the Middle Ocoee during
the 116-day whitewater season.

That agreement was recently extended for 15 years, due to the efforts of
Polk County’s legislative delegation and the Tennessee Legislature.

Today’s Ocoee is a team effort that includes TVA, the State of Tennessee,
Ocoee River outfitters and the U.S. Forest Service.

Since the Ocoee is too far to comfortably drive there and back in one day,
consider making it a weekend trip. 

Camping is available at the Hiwassee/Ocoee Scenic River State Park and
other venues. And there are plenty of lodges and hotels nearby, including
Harrah’s Casino and Hotel in nearby Murphy, N.C., less than an hour from
the Ocoee.

Parksville Lake, the reservoir formed behind Ocoee Dam #1, offers camp-
ing, relaxed pontoon boating, kayaking and an easy hike to a scenic water-
fall.

The lake also boasts a reputation as an outstanding fishing destination,
with three state-record fish coming out of its waters.

And you won’t find a spot to see a more beautiful sunset than the nearby
Chilhowee Mountain Overlook. The Chilhowee Recreation Area also offers
hiking, camping, biking
and swimming.

For more information
on the Ocoee River
and its beautiful river
valley, stop by the
Ocoee Whitewater
Center, operated by
the U.S. Forest
Service. The center is
located on Hwy. 64.

To learn more about
the area online, visit
www.tnvacation.com
and search “Ocoee.”

Regardless of how
you fill your weekend, a
trip to the Ocoee River
is sure to be a lasting
memory. And we’re
blessed to be a few
hours away from this
national treasure.

COURTESY PHOTO
Franklin Free Press Publisher John Pilati and Franklin County

singer/songwriter Lucas Shepherd took part in the Ocoee River Run
which includes over five miles of rafting and 20 named rapids.



YARD SALES

Big, beautiful garage
sale! Rain or shine!

3890, Waterloo Rd. 2 1/2
miles from school. Friday
and Saturday, June 26th
& 27th.  Lots of beautiful
glassware, pottery, fig-
urines, collectibles, 14.
cu.feet upright freezer,

teen girl and adult
clothes, etc.

Yard sale! Saturday,
June 27th. 7 a.m.-until.

16125 Highway 43,
Russellville. Big variety

of items!

AUTO

Golf Cart For Sale.
$400. Includes tarp and
charger. Call 256-332-

1341. (6)

HELP WANTED

The management of
WMTY television on
Highway 24 West in

Russellville is needing a
load of gravel delivered
to the station. Please
call Bro. Pete at 256-

331-0806. (3)

Need Someone to do
dirt work for a garden.
Also need someone for
roofing repairs. Please

call 256-668-9391.

FOR SALE

Wrought Iron Mailbox
post.  Standard type,

$42.95.  Standard
deluxe $55.  Well built,
look good, and will last.

Will deliver to Tharptown
and Russellville for free.
Other areas $7 fee.  No
texts.  Call (256)-577-

1632. (5)

Whirlpool dishwasher.
White, runs and looks

new. User guide is avail-
able. $95. Call 256-332-

8294. (1)

Crane Brand Commode.
Completely rebuilt. Like
New. $50. Call 256-436-

6717. (3)

Tiller taskforce, five
horsepower. $185. Call

(256)-332-5081 or (256)-
627-1916.

HOUSES/
APARTMENTS/

PROPERTY
FOR RENT/SALE

Two bedroom house,
large yard with covered

patio. Duplex. Call (256)-
332-5081 or (256)-627-

1916.

Furnished one bedroom
apartment with tv, inter-

net and private entrance.

Call (256)-332-5081 or
(256)-627-1916.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six

consecutive weeks. Up
to 40 words per ad;

Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale.

$15 for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of

Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or

less for six weeks. Ads
exceeding word limit add

$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents
the number of times the
ad has appeared. Call

us at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or renew

your ad. Payment is
required in advance of

publication for ads.



Have a Sports
Story?
Brady Petree, Executive Editor
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com
256.332.0255
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Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

THARPTOWN - Every coach has peaks and
valleys during their coaching careers, especially
those that are early on in their quest to capture a
state title.  For fifth-year Tharptown football head
coach Kevin Lacey, he has seen his fair share of
valleys over the years in which his overall coach-
ing record (with no prior head coaching stops
before landing at Tharptown) stands at 7-31.  

After dealing with injuries to some core players
over the years, combined with a team full of
young and inexperienced talent, there is reason
to believe that Lacey has the Wildcats on a posi-
tive track.

That number in the win column might be trend-
ing upwards if things go according to plan for
Lacey and the Wildcats this fall.

On the surface it might seem as though there
would be room for pessimism heading into the
2020 season for the Wildcats solely based on
last year’s record.  However, Lacey has seen
signs of improvement during his squad’s summer
workouts and optimism is certainly building
around the program.

Lacey says that he has been encouraged from
the early results of summer workouts since they
began the first of June.

“We could tell that our guys were ready to get
back and have some sense of normalcy even
though things aren’t normal.  They were just
ready to get back out there and get back at it,”
Lacey said.  “We have had an average of ten or
so guys coming to workouts day after day.  I feel
like some of our guys have had cabin fever and
you can just really feel that sense of urgency to
get back out there and get to work.”

Once workouts were able to begin in June, cer-
tain safety measures had to be taken before
players were able to proceed with workouts.
Such precautions included temperature checks,
a series of questions and even a checklist that
players have to pass before they are allowed to
workout.

Lacey and his coaching staff will have their
hands full as the Wildcats are now lumped into a
region that consists of Mars Hill (14-1 in 2019),
Red Bay (12-1 in 2019), Sheffield (6-5 in 2019)
and Colbert County (6-5 in 2019).  Throw in
schools like Hatton and Lexington that typically
have solid programs and suddenly the Wildcats
find themselves in one of the tougher regions
around.

In terms of the product that the Wildcats will put
on the field this fall, Lacey feels strongly about the
group that will don the blue and white uniforms,
particularly up front and at the skill positions.

“Up front we have some guys like Travis Staten

and Tyler Amos who will be leading the charge for
us on the line and then we have guys like Nathan
Lucas at fullback who is a real bruiser with some
quickness,” Lacey said.  “Dominic Baker, my run-
ning back will be back as well as Blake Daily to
help him out in the run game.  We’ve got some
younger guys mixed in with our experienced guys
and we really feel well about the group of guys
we’ve got.”

Of course this season figures to be different than
any season that we have seen before due to the
ongoing pandemic and Lacey is hopeful that by

Ready to get rolling

See ‘VOLLEYBALL,’ page 13 See ‘ROLLING’ page 12

Tue & Thur

at 4 PM

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

BELGREEN - Last year, Belgreen volleyball was
exceptional.  That’s probably putting it lightly.

They were dominant in both aspects of the game
and worked their way to a 30-12 record and a
berth in the regional tournament.

It took eventual state semifinalist Spring Garden
High School to knock the Lady Bulldogs out of the
state tournament picture.  

However, their amazing run through the season
was due in large part via the work of some out-
standing seniors that Susie Tverberg had suiting
up for her.  With those seniors no longer in the pic-
ture, Tverberg and her team will have some work
to do if they wish to get back to the level they are
accustomed to being at.  But there is hope as
Belgreen has a steady influx of younger talent
coming through the pipeline in hopes of continuing
the winning ways as soon as a year or so down
the road and maybe sooner.

Tverberg says that while there has been a lot of
changes and uncertainty surrounding sports and
the world in general since the COVID-19 pandem-
ic began, she has been encouraged by the recep-
tion she has gotten from her players during work-
outs so far.

“We are in our third week of workouts now and
we have a lot of protocols and things like that to go
over of course, but I’ve been very happy with the
amount of players we’ve had show up day in and
day out with everything that’s going on,” Tverberg
said. “We break into three separate groups and
one group is weightlifting, one group is agility and
the other group is for cardio and once they’re done
we sanitize everything and the girls use hand san-
itizer so we’re doing everything we can to stay
safe.”

The average number of players Tverberg has
shown on a daily basis for workouts hovers
around 20 total girls and official practice begins on
July 20th for schools that were not able to have
tryouts in the spring.

While Tverberg has acknowledged the difficul-
ties that have come about when trying to plan out
her roster and rotations due to not having tryouts,
she says that the interest surrounding the program
is at an all-time high.

“There’s a lot of interest in volleyball at Belgreen
and we have a lot of girls that have been playing

Tverberg hopeful
youthful team can
continue Belgreen

volleyball dominance

Brady Petree
Sports Editor

COURTESY PHOTO
Tharptown returns key offensive linemen
as well as experienced skill players that

Lacey (above) hopes will propel the
Wildcats to the programs first ever playoff

bid.

Entering his fifth season as the Tharptown head coach, Kevin Lacey has
high hopes for a Wildcat program in search of its first playoff berth
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JOB
OPENING

The City of Russellville will take appli-
cations for a Police Officer through

July 3, 2020. The average pay for this
position is $30,969.12-$47,742.24.
Appointees will be required to suc-

cessfully complete a physical examina-
tion including drug and alcohol.

POLICE OFFICER 

DEFINITION
Patrols a designated sector of the city
of Russellville and responds to com-
plaints. Conducts preliminary investi-
gations and makes arrests for felony
and misdemeanors. Serves warrants
and subpoenas and testifies in court.

Provides traffic control assistance.
Performs dispatching duties. Performs
other police related duties as required.

EXAMPLES OF WORK PER-
FORMED 

PATROL: 
Patrols a designated area observing
activities and situations that do not
appear normal. Performs building

checks of businesses, schools, etc.
Responds to complaints; Interviews
and obtains statements from com-

plainants, witnesses, alleged violators
as necessary. Completes

incident/offense reports; determines if
any laws have been violated and

advises suspects of their rights; refers
victim to support agencies as neces-
sary. Makes arrests as situations dic-
tates. Conducts preliminary investiga-
tions of felonies and misdemeanors,
secures crime scene, collects evi-

dence, interviews witnesses and sus-
pects, briefs superiors, completes case

file. Respond as required to medical
calls and administers first aid or life

saving measures as required.
Respond to HazMat calls and aid in

evacuation assisting firefighters.
Operate Intoxilyzer 5000 instrument
and complete related forms. Escort

business personnel to banks as
required. Assist ambulance, state

troopers, or other law enforcement offi-
cers as needed. Traffic control in evac-

uation, crime scene, parade, civic
functions, school crossings, accidents,
funeral processions, oversize loads,
etc. Assist stranded motorists or citi-
zens as needed. Make routine traffic
stops, issue citations as necessary,
operate radar detection devices to
monitor speed. Serve warrants and
subpoenas. Transport prisoners as

necessary. Enforce all city, state and
federal laws. Compuired and notifies

appropriate personel.

COURT: 
Prepare accurate case files for munici-
pal court arrest and felony and appeal
cases. Testifies as necessary Executes
arrest warrants and serves subpoenas

according to court order. Transports
prisoners to court or other agencies as

required. 
JAIL: + Photographs, fingerprints, and

booking procedures of prisoners. +

Check paperwork and releases prison-
ers. + Perform jail inmate inspections,
administer prescribed medication to

prisoners and assist inmates with tele-
phone calls. 

DRUG TASK FORCE (by special
appointment) 

Perform surveillance operations and doc-
uments observations; makes arrest after

observing illegal activities. 
Gathers and maintains intelligence per-
taining to drug investigations and com-
piles information necessary to obtain

search warrants. Prepare case files, evi-
dence, witnesses, testimony etc. for

court. Interview and interrogate defen-
dants to procure information on contacts
and other drug dealers. Performs under-

cover duties, recruits and develops
informants. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Familiar with operation and procedure for
obtaining information through the NCIC
terminal. Maintain good public relations

with community. 
Attend seminars and workshops as

required. 
• Inspect and maintain patrol unit and all

other assigned equipment. 
• Participate in EOC and hospital emer-

gency drills. 

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS
AND ABILITIES: 

Knowledge of the city buildings and
street system of Russellville; city, state
and federal laws; court procedures; first
aid; firearms; drugs; HazMat; disaster
and emergency procedures; modern
police principals, methods and proce-

dures; department rules, regulations and
procedures; maintenance and use of
weapons; radio codes, surveillance

equipment and legal procedures involved
with illegal drug cases. Must possess

adequate communicative skills both ver-
bal and written. Organizational skills to

create and maintain case records,
reports and files. Ability to understand
verbal and written directives, reports,
rules, regulations and policies. Basic
math skills to obtain computations for

tabulating report totals, Ability to: operate
a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a

weapon; communicate on telephone and
radio; address a group; instruct individu-
als; testify in court; generate written doc-
uments such as reports and tickets; see
in dimly lit areas; subdue and handcuff a
belligerent individual and restrain prison-
ers; pursue and detail a fleeing individ-
ual; bend, crouch, stretch; stretch; walk;
run; respond to emergency situations on

short notice when off-duty; gain and
retain respect of public by maintaining a

good moral character and performing
required duties in an efficient, honest,

business-like, and professional manner;
do the essential functions of the job as
directed in this description. Emotional

stability to work in stressful, dangerous
situations. Willingness to: work overtime,
irregular hours, weekends and holidays;

travel and attend seminars and work-
shops; report to work in clean and neat
uniform with appropriate weapon and
gear; furnish firearm and other equip-

ment as required for this job. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND SPECIAL
REQUIREMENTS:

Possession of a high school diploma or
GED Minimum of 19 years of age Must
meet or exceed the minimum require-

ments established by the State of
Alabama Peace Officers Standards and
Training Commission Possession of a

valid Alabama Drivers License Possess
the ability to obtain an Alabama Police

Academy diploma or its equivalent 

the time the season rolls around, things will be able to go full speed with-
out any issues.

“I’m anxious to get back in school because we didn’t have any kind of
spring practices just like everybody else.  I’m just ready to get back on the
field and hopefully moving forward we don’t have any more issues or any-
thing like that.  That’s what I’m hoping for in the long run,” Lacey said. 

One aspect of getting a team through a difficult situation is the notion that
the experienced players who have been around and been through some
hardships can help out the younger players going through similar situations.

That’s exactly what Lacey is hoping his seniors and other experienced play-
ers will do in this difficult and different season.

“I’ve got roughly around 6 or so seniors and I’m really counting on those

“I’m anxious to get back in school because we didn’t
have any kind of spring practices just like everybody

else.  I’m just ready to get back on the field and hopeful-
ly moving forward we don’t have any more issues or

anything like that.  That’s what I’m hoping for in the long
run,” Lacey said. 



Page 13
June 24, 2020

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘VOLLEYBALL,’ from page 11

Friday 8-12 • Sunday 1-5

for a while. We lost a lot of girls last year, around five or six seniors, so we
are basically going to have to learn and use the time we have to get better
and work to get better,” Tverberg said. “My biggest goal is to try and find girls
that can replace the girls we lost and the roles that they filled. Noel
Willingham was our setter on JV and we’re hoping she can step up on varsi-
ty. Bailey Oliver, Kaylee Chandler and Emma Dempsey are some of our
returning varsity players that we know we can count on as well.”

One thing that will be certain for Belgreen volleyball this year is that there
will be growing pains due to the among of younger players that will fill out the
roster when tryouts eventually happen.  However, Tverberg isn’t ready  to
write this year off as a ‘rebuild’ just yet and potentially sees a path to the play-
offs due to down years for rival schools and some classification juggling.

“We’re down right now but so is everyone else.  Phillips lost a ton of really
good players as well as Waterloo.  Spring Garden was bumped up to 2A so
we’re sitting here saying that we have a chance to go deep into the playoffs
still because we have some girls that will hopefully pull their own weight and
get us where we need to go,” Tverberg said.  

Of course Tverberg is hoping that a lot of her younger players will develop
quickly and continue to progress and take up larger roles on the team.
However she also understands that she will have a reliable group of experi-
enced players to count on to lead those younger players as well.  

“We’re low in numbers with our upperclassmen but we’ve got a lot of play-
ers coming up through JV that we’re hoping can make an impact quickly.  We
are going to be young but we’ve got some athletic, more experienced girls
that we believe can really contribute right away as well and we feel really
good about where we are now and where we will be when the season comes
around,” Tverberg said.  



Have a community event you’d like us to help you
promote? Give us a call at 256-332-0255, fax to 256-332-

7430 or email us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. 
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‘ROLLING,’ from page 12
guys to step up and take charge and lead.  Guys like Colton Simmons have

been one of my bigger senior leaders this summer,” Lacey said. “He pushes
guys to be their best and he’s a weight room guy and even when we’re out
there conditioning he’s one of the first guys finished and then he’s back there
helping guys out behind him and that’s the kind of leadership we’ve got on
this team.”
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