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Clara County 
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Sharing gratitude
11 year-old Almaden resident raises

money for local firefighters
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A dream come true
New service 
dedicated to 
providing quality
education in 
the absence of
schooling

T
he idea of tutoring children
was initially the dream of a
small group of high school‐

ers. And that’s all it was at the
time: a dream.

However, once school closures
were announced for the San Jose
Unified School District, an oppor‐
tunity arose. From this opportu‐
nity arose the manifestation of
that dream, a program that would
become known as Valley Tutor‐
ing. 

With widespread school shut‐
downs, the need for education
grew tenfold, and with it, the
demand for free tutoring servic‐
es. Capitalizing on this opportu‐
nity, a team of five Leland High
School students who would form
the backbone of Valley Tutoring,
Bobak Pourrahimi (Founder),
Brian Kim (Co‐Founder), Edward
Hwang (Director of Operations),
Parthiv Seetharaman (Director of
Technology), and Dhruv Anish
(Director of Public Relations)
decided to create Almaden Valley
Tutoring. In addition to these five
students, the team would intro‐
duce Sparsh Garg (Director of
Advertising), Riya Shukla (Co‐
Director of Advertising), Dhruva
Navin Chander (Director of Tutor‐
ing), and additional members who
would help the program grow in
size and would jump‐start the
program. 

“In the beginning, there was a
lot of doubt surrounding whether
or not we would have an audi‐
ence or not. Progress was slow,
and we had very few people even
aware of our program. But once
the ball got rolling, it was like the

See TUTORING, page 14

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

B
alancing public health and a healthy
economy during the pandemic is an
increasing concern as sheltering in

place has continued for more than three
months in Santa Clara County.

County and city representatives recent‐
ly shared their perspectives during an
online Almaden Valley Community Asso‐
ciation meeting.

“This pandemic is not affecting just our
health, but our livelihoods, income, jobs
and freedoms,” said Johnny Khamis, coun‐
cilmember, City of San Jose.  

On June 5, a county public health order

allowed for the reopening (within guide‐
lines) of outdoor dining, retail in‐store
shopping, childcare, summer camp and
summer school, manufacturing and ware‐
housing, house cleaning, shoe repair, watch
repair and pet grooming.

“The concept is small steps at a time
because we know that we’re having sig‐
nificant risks added to the community by
opening up and relaxing criteria,” said Dr.
Jeff Smith, county executive officer, Coun‐
ty of Santa Clara. “We’re very concerned
about a second spike coming and poten‐
tially coming soon.”

As of June 22, there have been 3,606
See RECOVERY, page 16

Racial harassment 
incidents in U.S.A and
Almaden spark outrage
among residents

By Aroshi Ghosh
Special to the Times

M
ore than 175 peaceful pro‐
testors assembled at Le‐
land High School (on the

corner of Camden and Via Valiente)
at 10 a.m., June 13 expressing their
feelings and horrified shock of
George Floyd’s death. 

A local resident, Rajni Navin
Chander, coordinated the protest
to support the #blacklivesmatter
movement. Members of the Gen Z
joined in as well with enthusiasm
and many familiar faces of Leland
students were seen in the crowd.

Once assembled, the voices of

face‐masked Almaden residents
ranging in age from eight to more
than 70 years old shouted slogans
which reverberated throughout the
neighborhood while marching the
five mile route to join the frustrat‐
ed voices of millions of people of
color across the country and around
the world. 

What prompted some protest‐
ers to express their feelings Satur‐
day morning was a post on Next‐
door.com summarizing an incident
of racial harassment of a mixed race
family in Almaden. Many residents
were outraged and flocked to the
comments section in a show of sup‐
port for the family. The combina‐
tion of the racial incident in
Almaden and Floyd’s murder as
well as other incidents of police
brutality against people of color

See PROTESTS, page 2
An Almaden #BlackLivesMatter march was held on June 13. 
Photo by Ashit Tandon

Top, left: “We’re very concerned about a second spike coming and potentially coming soon,”
said Dr. Jeff Smith, county executive officer, County of Santa Clara. Below, left: “Decisions
made to protect people have consequences,” said Victor Farlie, senior executive analyst,
Office for Economic Development, City of San Jose.

Balancing public health and
economic recovery is tricky
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Protests
Continued from page 1
seemed to have hit a nerve. 

The slogans spanned the spectrum:
“One race, human race”
“Black Lives Matter”
“Racism is the pandemic”
“No one is free until we are all free”
“Together we are stronger”
“Silence is violence”
“No justice, no peace”
Many protestors said they wanted to par‐

ticipate because of the systemic racism that
seems to have permeated our society. For
this quiet, tech suburbia, this moment
seemed like a wake‐up call to challenge the
status quo and enable diverse voices to be
heard.

When the protests first started in Minnesota,
no one thought that people in the affluent
Almaden community would care and most
believed that the rage would die down after
a few days of rioting and looting. No one
could have imagined that #blacklivesmat‐
ter would impact the people here where the
percentage of African Americans is less than
.05 percent.

Yet, despite their divergent political beliefs,
people in Almaden came together to sup‐
port the protest against racism. According
to the organizers’ post on Facebook, “folks
from as far as Fremont and LA had joined
this show of strength and not one person
had dropped off despite some suffering phys‐
ical adversities. A few bystanders also joined
the protest along with some furry friends
and the majority of traffic (cars, bicyclists,

walkers) showed signs of support.” There
was some opposition by people who shout‐
ed obscenities and held up white power
symbols; but they were in a minority.

Since the point of the protest was to show
solidarity and educate our neighbors by
providing a glimpse of the real faces that
felt impacted, it was considered a major suc‐
cess. In many ways, the protest was an affir‐
mation of our common humanity ‐ that we
had not forgotten our values and principles.

For most Americans, this is a pivotal
moment in history. The unfolding events are
inspiring reform.  Many realize that the racial
injustices highlighted by recent events are
not just a “Black” problem or a “poverty” prob‐
lem. Silence is betrayal; a betrayal of com‐
mon humanity, our community and history. 

The residents of Almaden realized that if
today we cannot bring ourselves to show
support for people who are attacked, vic‐
timized, and killed, no one will show sup‐
port for us when we face similar attacks.
When we do not oppose racism, we are cul‐
pable. By overlooking or justifying incidents
of racism, we are quietly condoning it.

Cynicism often makes people wonder.
Why are we protesting when Floyd’s mur‐
derers have already been charged? Many
naysayers claim that the protestors do not
really know what they want. 

We understand that for change to hap‐
pen, we must lay out the change we want.
We can’t just say “Stop being racist.” Rather
we need to identify an effective plan to stop
racism and “aspirations have to be trans‐
lated into specific laws and institutional
practices.” 

Local residents gather for a Black Lives Matter march at Leland High School on the morning of
June 13. Photo by Ashit Tandon

Protesters held up signs with numerous slogans at an Almaden Black Lives Matter march held on
June 13. The slogans spanned the spectrum, including: “Racism is the Pandemic,” “Say Their
Names,” and “Being Black Should Not Be A Crime in America.” Photo by Ashit Tandon
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

A
fter three months of closure during the
coronavirus pandemic, Westfield shopping
centers in Santa Clara County, including

Oakridge and Valley Fair, reopened for business
Monday, June 15.

“Westfield is excited to open our doors again…
as we begin our initial recovery from the COVID‐
19 pandemic,” said Leah Heil, vice president of
shopping center management.

Anticipation ran through the crowd of cus‐
tomers waiting for the Westfield Oakridge doors
to open at 11 a.m. Smiling Westfield employees
greeted them. Posted safety guidelines included
mandatory face masks. T Keys were on sale that
can open doors and press keypads without fin‐
ger contact, with a portion of the profits going to
No Kid Hungry, which provides meals for chil‐
dren in need.

Additional Westfield safety practices include
increased frequency of cleaning, limited number
of customers entering and in lines, social dis‐
tancing and additional hand sanitizer stations.
Most fitting rooms are closed, and some retailers
decided not to permit clothing returns.

“We have been working closely with our retail‐
ers to welcome back guests and are excited to
come together as a community again,” said Julian
Esposito, Westfield Oakridge general manager.

“We understand the entire shopping experience
is going to be a bit different than what we’re used
to,” he continued, “and together we’re doing our
best to ensure the best experience possible in a
healthy, clean and safe environment for customers
as we reopen our doors.”

Customers strolled through the uncrowded
corridors, delighting in their new‐found freedom.

“It feels like it’s Christmas,” said customer Jan‐
ice Fontanetti, who was shopping with her dog,
Dolly. “I want to cry.”

Fontanetti said it felt good to be walking the
halls again and said she appreciated Wesfield’s
safety precautions.

Customer Mikaela Lin said it was nice getting
out after being inside for so long, but said it felt
different walking around and seeing everyone
wearing masks.

Although the Apple store, Macy’s, Old Navy and
Papaya were open on Monday, most stores, includ‐
ing Forever 21, GameStop, H&M, Loft and Nord‐
strom Rack plan to open Thursday.

Esposito said the mall is opening in phases to
give retailers time to reconfigure their stores to
meet social distancing guidelines, train employ‐
ees in safety measures and bring in the latest
inventory.

During the initial reopening period, the cen‐
ters will be open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Saturday, and noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday.

Sean Kang, district manager of De Masqe, said
he struggled financially and missed working dur‐
ing the closure, so he is grateful the women’s

clothing store has re‐opened. All 11 employees
are back to work.

The store is limiting customers to 15 at a time
and is not accepting clothing returns. Hand san‐
itizer is available on a table by the door.

“People need to socialize,” Kang said. “I hope
everyone enjoys shopping.”

Customer Arlene Regalado said it “felt good
and a little scary,” to be shopping again, although
it was difficult not being able to try on clothes.

“We’re social distancing and doing what we
have to do to keep safe,” Regalado said.

Kristen Garcia, who shopped at clothing stores
Jenn and Papaya, said she was excited to shop
again but disappointed all the stores weren’t open.
She said she plans to return on Thursday.

Jenn employees spent the weekend cleaning and
moving clothes in and out of storage. The store
limited its customers to 10 at a time.

Garcia said she was searching for the perfect
top.

“It’s my birthday coming up, so I need a nice
new shirt to go out with,” she said.

She had faith in the safety measures in place.
“I think if everyone stays socially distanced and

follows common sense, everything will be OK,”

Garcia said.
Papaya manager Young Kin said that reopen‐

ing was a challenge. Last week she prepared the
store for opening, cleaning and setting up the
clothing displays.

“It’s kind of scary, but also a relief to open,” Kin
said watching customers slowly trickle in.

Kin chose to open Monday — instead of Thurs‐
day — to recoup sales lost during the shutdown.
As she helped check out shoppers, she kept an
eye on the door to limit 45 customers at a time.

Although the reopening of local malls is a start
towards normalization, safety remains paramount,
managers said.

Although primarily outdoor shopping venues
like Santana Row and Stanford Shopping Center
were previously cleared to reopen, San Jose malls
like Eastridge Center, Westfield Oakridge Mall
and Westfield Valley Fair had remained closed
since March.

The state’s guidelines for shopping centers
requires physical distancing, the universal use of
face coverings, frequent opportunities for hand
washing and prevention training.

Eastridge Center is now set to open 11 a.m.
Wednesday. The delayed opening allowed employ‐
ees time to meet the state’s guidelines, accord‐
ing to Ashley Alexander, a publicist with NINICO
Communications.

To keep people safe, nano septic skins – a mate‐
rial that automatically disinfects itself after each
touch – will be installed at high touch points of
the mall, such as door handles. Elevators will be
limited to one person and three people can be six
feet apart on escalators.

While operating under shorter hours, there will
be a “golden hour” set aside for high‐risk groups,
such as seniors and those with weak immune sys‐
tems to go shopping.

For those who wish to stay out of the building,
stores will have assigned curbside pick‐up areas
for customers.

Employees will wear masks and gloves and
workers’ body temperatures will be checked.
Additionally, a dedicated staff will continuously
sanitize common areas around the center.

Reporter Katie Lauer contributed to this report.

‘It feels like Christmas’: Santa Clara County malls finally reopen

Westfield shopping centers reopened Monday, June 15 including Westfield Valley Fair and Westfield Oakridge.
Photos by Lorraine Gabbert.

Sean Kang, district manager, De Masqe, said he is
grateful the women’s clothing store is open as he strug-
gled financially and missed working. 

San José Unified
to continue to
offer free and
reduced‑price
meals school 
year 2020‑2021

San Jose Unified School District
announces its policy to serve nutri‐
tious meals every school day under
the National School Lunch Program,
School Breakfast Program, and
CACFP Afterschool Supper and Snack
Program. 

Effective July 1, 2020 through June
30, 2021, children are eligible for
free or reduced‐price meals if the
household income is less than or
equal to the federal guidelines. 

Households do not need to turn in
an application when the household
receives a notification letter saying
that all children automatically qual‐
ify for free meals when any house‐
hold member receives benefits from
CalFresh, CalWORKs, or FDPIR. 

Children who meet the definition
of foster, homeless, migrant, or run‐
away, and children enrolled in their
school’s Head Start program are eli‐
gible for free meals. Contact school
officials if any child in the household
is not on the notification letter. The
household must let school officials
know if they do not want to receive
free or reduced‐price meals. 

Applications will be sent to the
household with a letter about the
free and reduced‐price meal pro‐
gram. Households that want to apply
for meal benefits, must fill out one
application for all children in the
household and give it to the nutri‐
tion office at 855 Lenzen Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95126. 

For a simple and secure method
to apply, use the online application
at https://nutrition.sjusd.org/fma.
Contact Student Nutrition at 408‐
535‐6021 for help filling out the
application. The school will let the
family know if the application is
approved or denied for free or
reduced‐price meals. 
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A
lmaden resident, 11‐year‐old Anjika
Bansal, recently helped raise more
than $1,000 to thank all the Fire Fight‐

ers who responded to the recent fires in
Almaden Valley at San Jose Fire Station No.
22 on Bose Lane.

Anjika and her neighbors were inspired
by the response of multiple fire and police
agencies to the recent fires that torched
the Almaden Valley on June 4th, the Colleen
Fire.

The money raised is being generously
donated to the Fire Associates of Silicon
Valley FASCV. The organization is a local
group of dedicated volunteers that pro‐

vides rehab and canteen support during
major emergencies and pre‐planned events.
They have been proudly serving all Public
Safety Agencies in Santa Clara County for
more than 50 years.  

Anjika and her mom said, “We would like
to share our gratitude to all fire fighters who
saved many lives on Thursday June 4th,
2020. The fire fighters did a terrific job for
many long hours by saving so many lives.
We have friends, family and neighbors who
came forward and joined me to show our
gratitude to San Jose fire fighters. With the
help of so many friends, neighbors, we have
collected a pool of donations.”

Gavin Newsom signs law
ordering mail‑in ballots
for November election

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a law on June
18 requiring elections officials to mail a bal‐
lot to every registered, active voter in the
state ahead of the November election.

Lawmakers passed the legislation to
ensure that voters don’t have to go to a
polling place while the novel coronavirus is
spreading at the objection of Republicans who
believe the measure is “overreach.”

“No one should have to risk their health
— and possibly their life — to exercise their
constitutional right to vote,” bill co‐author
Assemblyman Marc Berman, D‐Palo Alto,
said in a release. “In the midst of a deadly

health pandemic, giving all California vot‐
ers the opportunity to vote from the safety
of their own home is the responsible thing
to do.”

A majority of Californians already vote
largely by mail. In the last primary election,
some 78 percent of active registered voters
received a ballot in their mailbox. The con‐
cept has the support of more than 70 per‐
cent of likely voters, according to a recent
poll from the Public Policy Institute of Cal‐
ifornia.

In a tweet last month, President Donald
Trump criticized an expanded vote‐by‐mail
proposal as an unnecessary vulnerability to
foreign interference and spread a sparsely
supported claim that it’s ripe for fraud.

Polling stations will still be open across
California for the Nov. 3 general election. 

11 year-old Almaden resident raises money
for firefighters responding to recent fires
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Leland Junior raises awareness, funds
Aroshi Ghosh, a junior at Leland HIgh School, created a series of orig-

inal posters to raise money for the #BlackLivesMatter movement with 100
percent of the profit she earns donated to various protestor bailout funds.
All posters are 16” by 20” and meant for indoor settings. If you would like
to buy or check out this series, contact her through Instagram (@
the_wild_green_yoshi) or by text (408-708-8064).

A
rtistic Director ‐ Linda Hurkmans, has announced
San Jose Dance Theatre’s (SJDT) 20/21 season “In
Motion.” 

Beginning the year with the 55th production of The
Nutcracker, SJDT will continue to delight audiences with
the addition of the professional company lifting the pro‐
duction to new heights. Accompanied by the Cambrian
Symphony for the seventh year, conducted by Scott Kri‐
jien, this year’s production will again bring Christmas
cheer to San Jose. SJDT is the Resident Ballet Company
of the 2600 seat Center for Performing Arts in down‐
town San Jose.  

San Jose Dance Theatre will then push the limits of
movement with its new Contemporary Production Inno‐
vations. Hurkmans invites leading contemporary cho‐
reographers to develop new and exciting works for the
company. Choreographers include local emerging cre‐
ators and SJDT’s newest addition to the team ‐ Michael
Pappalardo. Pappalardo Joins the organization after a
successful choreographic career in Australia and Asia.
He is excited to choreograph his first work on SJDT.  

A bold new production will grace the stage for San
Jose Dance Theatre’s third production, as Hurkmans
takes on Sleeping Beauty. A loved classic, this full length
ballet will feature Hurkmans’ unique choreographic
style and story telling ability. With all new sets and cos‐
tumes, this production will set a new standard for bal‐
let in San Jose.  

San Jose Dance Theatre has grown significantly over
the past six years and both Hurkmans and the board of
directors have worked tirelessly to build up to this excit‐
ing season. With the engagement of the organizations
new Ballet Mistress ‐ Mariana Zschoerper and Michael
Pappalardo, this team will pioneer both classical and
contemporary dance across the San Francisco Bay Area. 

“San Jose Dance Theatre continues to grow and adding
two new productions for the San Francisco Bay Area is
a natural progression for the organization. Having a
great team and new company at Linda’s side to support
this growth, I can see an exciting future of dance for San
Jose.” Pappalardo said. 

See DANCE, page 10

San Jose Dance Theatre gets ready for 2020-2021 season 
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Almaden residents Ryan McCahan, Com‐
munication Studies and Carla Pelino, Media
Arts Production, have been named to Emer‐
son College's Dean's List for the Spring 2020
semester. The requirement to make Dean's
List is a grade point average of 3.7 or high‐
er that semester.

McCahan, a graduate of Leland High
School, is a member of the Emerson Lions
Baseball Team. Starting first baseman in 29
games with .288 batting average on nine
runs scored, 30 hits, 10 RBIs and five stolen
bases…registered season high three hits at
WPI (3/30)…drove in two runs versus Lasell
(3/19) and Clark (4/16)…named to NEW‐
MAC Baseball Academic All‐Conference
team.   

Pelino, a graduate of Presentation High
School, is a member of the Emerson Lions
Women’s Basketball Team. She has appeared
in 24 games for the Lions in her first year..
averaged 9.7 minutes per game, 2.5 points
per game, and 1.3 rebounds per game.

Based in Boston, Massachusetts, Emer‐
son College is supported by state‐of‐the‐art
facilities and a renowned faculty. Students
participate in more than 90 student organ‐
izations and performance groups. Emerson
is known for its experiential learning pro‐
grams at Emerson Los Angeles, located in
Hollywood, and at its 14th‐century castle,
in the Netherlands. 

H
ave you ever stumbled into a con‐
versation where everyone is speak‐
ing around this “techie” word – and

even after you’ve broken in, it is difficult to
understand the unfamiliar jargon and
acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat
it. Let us teach you the meaning of some
commonly used tech words:

Machine Learning
In the last issue of Almaden Times we

learned about Artificial Intelligence. Machine
learning is a subfield of Artificial Intelligence
that focuses on the design of systems that
can learn from and make decisions and pre‐
dictions based on data. Machine Learning
or ML will help computers to make data‐
driven decisions rather than waiting for a
command to carry out a task. Machine Learn‐
ing systems are designed so that they
improve their model over time when they
accumulate more data. 

For example, you might like to have your
computer recognize your images automat‐
ically. To do so, you can provide your com‐
puter a training set of photos, with labels
which say, “this is a dog” or “this is not a
dog”. Then you can test your computer with
a new set of photos and the trained ML model
will help identify which photos are actual‐
ly dogs and which are not. This is very sim‐
ilar to how we teach a child to recognize ani‐
mals or any object. Every photo the model
identifies correctly gets added to the train‐
ing set and the ML model gets “smarter”

effectively. In short, it is learning. 
Healthcare is a popular area for applying

Machine Learning. For example, the ML mod‐
els can help process your medical history
data and spot patterns from the complex
data much faster than the human doctors.
This will help predict any risk factors or
health conditions that you can develop in
the near future.  

Perhaps one of the most well‐known
examples of machine learning in action is
the recommendation engine that powers
Facebook's News Feed. Facebook uses
machine learning to personalize how each
member's feed is delivered. If a member fre‐
quently stops to read a particular group’s
posts, the recommendation engine will start
to show more of that group’s activity earli‐
er in the feed.

Machine learning platforms are among
enterprise technology's most competitive
realms, with most major vendors, including
Amazon, Google, Microsoft, IBM and others,
racing to sign customers up for platform serv‐
ices that cover the spectrum of machine learn‐
ing activities, including data collection, data
preparation, data classification, model build‐
ing, training and application deployment.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send
in your comments or feedback to the author
at shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana
works as a Research Senior Software Engi‑
neer at the IBM Almaden Research Center,
San Jose.

Tech Jargon of the week: Machine Learning

Emerson College announces dean's list
honorees McCahan and Pelino of
Almaden Valley for spring 2020 semester

Ryan McCahan, above, and
Carla Pelino, below.
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Continued from page 8

The company will also continue
its focus on bringing ballet to the
community over the next year. SJDT

Continues to deliver its extensive
community participation and work‐
shop programs to young dancers
and provide performance oppor‐
tunities. We will be inviting dancers
to audition for roles in both The
Nutcracker and Sleeping Beauty in

the coming year.  
With the continued growth of the

organization, new partnerships,
larger community engagement,
extensive outreach and a commit‐
ment to building on classical and
contemporary art in 2020/2021,

San Jose Dance Theatre is set to
launch into another exciting year. 

The Nutcracker 
Audiences across San Jose will

be swept up in the magic of the sea‐
son as San Jose Dance Theatre
returns to the stage this December

with the 55th annual classic Christ‐
mas favorite, The Nutcracker ‐ Per‐
forming at The San Jose Center for
the Performing Arts. SJDT will
entertain communities across the
San Francisco Bay Area with this
magical Christmas story.

The San Jose Centre for the Per‐
forming Arts December 4 ‐ 12, 2020. 

Innovations 
San Jose Dance Theatre’s First

Annual choreographic season will
break the boundaries of dance and
create a new home for dance inno‐
vation for the San Francisco Bay
Area. Being performed at Hammer
4 ‐ Hammer Theatre Center, this
intimate experience will set a new
standard for dance in San Jose. Inno‐
vations will showcase emerging
choreographers from the Bay Area
and internationally renowned
artists. A creative infusion of dance
and movement ‐ for one weekend
only. 

Hammer 4 ‐ Hammer Theatre
Center February 26 ‐ 28, 2021.

Sleeping Beauty 
With one prick of her finger, she

will sleep for 100 years and awake
to true love’s first kiss. San Jose
Dance Theatre brings the story of
Sleeping Beauty to life at the Ham‐
mer Theatre Center. The beautiful
Princess Aurora is cursed by the
evil Carabosse to prick her finger
on her 16th birthday and die. Luck‐
ily, the powerful Lilac Fairy inter‐
venes and places the kingdom into
a one hundred year slumber sav‐
ing young Aurora. One of ballet’s
most cherished and favorite sto‐
ries! Don’t miss out on seeing San
Jose Dance Theatre’s Sleeping Beau‐
ty on stage in May of 2021.  

The Hammer Theatre Center May
21 ‐ 23, 2021. 

For more information, visit:
www.sjdt.org.

Times Community

Times 
Classifieds 
Work!
Call now to 

place your ad 
by phone: 

(408) 494-7000
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Robert E. Hall
April 28, 1936 - June 4, 2020 

Robert E. Hall, Jr. (Bob) of Almaden Val‐
ley passed away peacefully on the evening
of Thursday, June 4, 2020. 

Bob was born on April 28, 1936, to Robert
and Alvina Hall in Sioux City, IA, the oldest
of two sons. The family resided in Madison,
SD. Bob graduated from the University of
South Dakota in 1958 and later went on to
earn his MBA from Santa Clara University.

Bob started his career in banking, mov‐
ing to San Francisco in 1964 to join Crock‐
er National Bank. In the early 1970's, he
founded Almaden Oaks Realtors in South
San Jose and was a top real estate broker in
Silicon Valley over several decades. He also
developed the Almaden Valley Profession‐
al Center building at 6501 Crown Boulevard.

Bob was very involved in his community
of Almaden Valley. He was an active mem‐
ber of the Almaden Golf & Country Club. In
addition, Bob taught real estate finance and
business courses at the Santa Clara Univer‐
sity Graduate School of Business and numer‐
ous other local colleges.

As an avid sports fan, Bob enjoyed attend‐
ing 49ers, Stanford football, Giants and A's
games with his children and friends. He also
cherished spending time with his family at
their summer home in Lake Tahoe. Many spe‐
cial memories were created there with his
children.

Bob is survived by his three children,

Robert E. Hall III of San Francisco, Susie Hall
Sawyer (Adrian) of Tiburon and Carrie Hall
Cooper (Chip) of Larkspur, and three grand‐
children, Riley, Drew and Kate. He is also sur‐
vived by Marna Hall of San Rafael and De
Phan of San Jose. Bob is preceded in death
by his parents and brother John J. Hall.

A private funeral Mass will be held for Bob
on Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at St. Anthony
Catholic Church in San Jose. Burial to follow
at Gate of Heaven Catholic Cemetery in Los
Altos.

The family requests that in lieu of flow‐
ers, memorial contributions may be made
to Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County
(catholiccharitiesscc.org) in Bob's name.

Times Community

Steven B. Lee
November 28, 1950 - June 8, 2020 

Steven Bruce Lee passed away surrounded
by family after a hard‐fought battle with can‐
cer at age 69. 

Steve resided in San Jose for the majori‐
ty of his life and graduated from Pioneer
High School in 1968. He retired from Pacif‐
ic Bell/SBC after 28 years.

Steve was happiest at Donner Lake where
he loved fishing, swimming, hiking, and gam‐
bling at the casinos. He always looked for‐
ward to his bi‐annual fishing trips with his
brother, friends and grandson, in addition
to summer trips with his family. Steve was
a man of habit. You could often find him at
the gym, playing the lotto, reading books
and the newspaper, listening to audio books,
and watching history documentaries. He also
enjoyed running and spending time with his
grandchildren.

Steve is survived by his devoted wife of
42 years, Linda; loving daughters Andrea
Jacobs (CJ), Karen Lee (Daniel Lopez), and
Tamsen Scott (Wade); stepson Thomas
Phillips; grandchildren Cirion & Anylah
Jacobs, and Sedona & Shiloh Scott; sisters

Robin Orsua and Laurie Dominguez; broth‐
er Don Lee (Sherrie); and nieces & nephews.
Steve was preceded in death by his parents,
Richard & Kathleen Lee. 

At Steve’s request, no services will be held.
Donations in his name to the Truckee Don‐
ner Land Trust would be lovingly appreci‐
ated. To donate, visit: www.truckee‐
donnerlandtrust.org.
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(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@apr.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

(408) 656-8240
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(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
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RICH CROWLEY AND
JIM HIGGINS

Rich Crowley, Broker Assoc. 
408-256-4221 |  RichLists@aol.com

DRE#00444571
Jim Higgins, Realtor | 408-256-4348

JimHiggins001@yahoo.com
DRE#01510602

Over 50 years combined serving Almaden

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

LINDA SALAH

Direct (408) 234-2952
Lindasalah82@gmail.com

www.lindasalah.com 
DRE# 01757363 

Stay Safe and Healthy. We Will 
All Get Through This Together.

By Denelle Fedor
Special to the Times

N
estled in the corner area of the Red‐
wood Plaza  shopping center sits La
Playita Mexican Restaurant; an

Almaden Valley gem owned and operated by
a mother and son team – Rita and Juan Gutier‐
rez. 

The Gutierrez Family (Dad ‐ Candelario,
Mom‐ Rita and their three sons – Juan, Hec‐
tor and Manuel) originally purchased the
restaurant – formerly known as La Fonda –
from Sal and Judy Gonzales on December 1,
1991. Candelario retired and two of the sons
decided to work in private industry in the
mid 1990’s. Rita and Juan created a loving
duo well known in the Almaden Valley – and
beyond. 

Juan and Rita love the location, and find
their landlords –who have been supportive
during the COVID Shelter‐in‐Place ‐ great to
work with.  They also love their neighbors ‐
Charlie’s Cheesecake Works, Imelda’s Groom‐
ing, Almaden Valley Florist, Super Cleaners,
Unicorn Thrift Shop and Round Table Pizza,

among others within the Redwood Plaza. La
Playita is also committed to its surrounding
community –sponsoring different school
teams and groups including baseball, soccer
and dance teams over the years.

Rita started working at La Fonda (at its
original location on Bascom Avenue) in 1978
and stayed with the restaurant when it found
its new and current location in 1983 which
is the same year Juan (and his brothers) start‐
ed working for Sal Gonzales at La Fonda.
Juan shared, “I would clear the tables and do
the dishes and Sal would leave.25 cents as
my tip on the table… I would be so excited!”
Juan was also paid $5 a week.   The highlight
of working includes working with his broth‐
ers and cousins.  The boys thoroughly enjoyed
being allowed to eat and drink all they want‐
ed.

Beginning in 1983, Rita, still a cook for La
Fonda, started incorporating more of her
homemade recipes into the La Fonda menu.
By 1991, Rita’s recipes made up the major‐
ity of the menu.  It was this year, 1991, that
Rita purchased the restaurant and renamed

it La Playita. 
The Gutierrez Family is originally from

Colima, Mexico.  Rita would often take her
children to a park close to their home where
they would pass a restaurant called, La Playi‐
ta. The restaurant was a fancy one with costs
higher than Rita and her husband could afford
at the time. Rita was pregnant and would often
crave Flan, a popular Latin American dessert
which La Playita made fresh each day.  Rita
would ask the owners of La Playita if they
would sell her flan to go – selling food “to‐
go” was not something this high end restau‐
rant did. However, because Rita was preg‐
nant, they made an exception.  Rita has such
fond memories of their generosity; she decid‐
ed to name her restaurant La Playita.  She
also makes her own Flan something La Playi‐
ta is known for.

The interior decorations of La Playita com‐
pliment the good food. Originally, the Gon‐
zales family decorated the restaurant with
family heirloom paintings.  Unfortunately,
in 2010, La Playita was burglarized with the
thieves stealing the paintings leaving the

La Playita Mexican Restaurant: An Almaden Valley gem

Rita in the La Playita Kitchen.
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walls bare.  When customers began seeing
the bare walls, they were worried that Rita
and Juan were going to leave.   Once the
customers learned what happened, that La
Playita was burglarized, customers began
bringing Rita and Juan items to decorate
the restaurant.  Before they knew it, the
entire interior was transformed with beau‐
tiful plates, pictures, dolls and many col‐
orful handmade items.  Juan shared, “Our
customers made us feel so special; that so
many of them would think of us and bring
so many beautiful decorations was just
amazing ‐  I really can’t say enough – we
are so blessed to have such thoughtful cus‐
tomers.”

Other decorative items that customers
see throughout the restaurant are the
orchids. Rita loves orchids; in fact she has
over 100 orchids in different colors and
sizes.  Rita shared that in Mexico – orchids
are everywhere – along the streets and on
the side of trees. Every year she attends var‐
ious orchid shows. 

During the County of Santa Clara Shel‐
ter‐in‐Place, La Playita stopped all on‐site
dining and was forced to furlough their
staff leaving Juan and Rita doing all the
work themselves.   During this time, the La
Playita customers were there to support
the restaurant. Many customers would leave
large tips – matching the amount of the
cost of the meals. Customers named Scott
and Alison would come in every week to
show support. Another customer, Gary
bought $400 dollars worth of gift cards.
And, another customer named Eddy paid
for La Playita’s produce one week. 

La Playita has prevailed.   With a beau‐
tiful outside dining area already in place,
La Playita has already stepped up their Al
Fresco dining.  They added many of their
inside tables to the outside area providing
for more outside eating opportunities. Rita’s
homemade Sangria, chips, salsa, guacamole
and a hearty meal are perfect for outside
dining.

A cat named Chica
For those customers who have sat out‐

side before, you may remember a very
friendly cat named, Chica.  Juan took care
of her feeding her chicken and then dry
food from Costco while customers would
bring her wet food.  Late last year, Chica
hurt her leg.  A customer, John, was able to
catch her and take her to the vet. Her leg
was fixed, but she needed to stay inside.
John had wanted a cat, so he kept her.  Now
Chica is living in a loving home.  She is cer‐

tainly missed!
Rita and Juan love their work – both could

not imagine doing anything else.   Juan
shared, “Our customers are so nice and we
know most of our customers by name.”
And, knowing our community doesn’t start
and stop at La Playita, Juan runs into his
customers often – wherever he goes, and
he loves it.

The warmth that customers experience
from patronizing La Playita comes from
the fact that Rita absolutely loves creating
home cooked meals and serving them to
the community. She is awake by 6:00 a.m.
and starts her day watering her plants at
home.  Then, she is at La Playita by 7:30
a.m. to start preparing for making her fresh
meals for customers. Juan joins her and
greets visitors with a smile as he keeps the
restaurant running. 

Hours for La Playita are Monday through
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  They are
closed on Sundays for now.  Don’t forget
that La Playita makes a great breakfast!
Breakfast items include homemade huevos
rancheros, chorizo and eggs, breakfast bur‐
ritos.

Juan shared, “We feel so blessed to have
such a great community and customers.
Everyday my mom says how lucky we are
to be where we are. She loves everyone,
when customers ask for anything we do
what we can to do what they ask for.” 

Editor’s note: It’s great to support our
local businesses.  The food is the most deli‑
cious anywhere and healthy for you too.  La
Playita Mexican Restaurant is located at:
1169 Redmond Ave., San Jose, CA 95120;
Phone: 1‑408‑997‑7201.

La Playita’s outdoor dining; and a birthday celebration hosted at the restaurant.

Chica, the La Playita cat.
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Tutoring
Continued from page 1
difference between night and day. We began
working four hours a day, pairing new stu‐
dents with our quickly growing group of
tutors. It’s through the hard work of every‐
one on our team that our program has grown
to be as large as it is today.” ‐ Edward Hwang

Now offering free weekly tutoring
Valley Tutoring is a program designed to

benefit the community that involves bring‐
ing high school tutors who are then assigned
to teach students from grades 1‐8 in free,
personalized, one‐on‐one sessions. Their pro‐
gram is intended to mimic the lessons that
are provided in public schooling, but the per‐
sonal aspect of individualized sessions com‐
bined with the experience that comes with
being a student‐teacher makes this program
both accessible and effective. 

Tutors specializing in a variety of subjects—
math, science, English, history, music, cod‐
ing, and even standardized testing—spend
an hour or more a week helping these stu‐
dents in any subject of their choosing, an
aspect that has contributed to many parents
expressing gratitude. One parent was thrilled

with the results of our program, telling the
team that they loved how their tutors showed
empathy and increased their child’s confi‐
dence in problem‐solving. 

“Even though Valley Tutors is run completely
by High School students, the sheer profes‐
sionalism and work ethic is commendable and
comparable to that of a much larger, experi‐
enced organization” ‐ Sparsh Garg

Over 40 student tutors in place
Currently, Valley Tutoring has quickly

grown in just two months, with a tutoring team
of more than forty high school students and
even more students! Even with the progress
they’ve made so far, they are continuing to
find ways to keep serving the community. 

“I’m really thankful for the effort that the
team has shown since we started the program.
The wonderful feedback we’ve gotten from
many of the parents and the comments we’ve
gotten from the tutors have been my moti‐
vation to keep working to improve the pro‐
gram. I really hope that Valley Tutoring can
continue to support the community in the
coming years!” ‐ Bobak Pourrahimi 

To learn more about Valley Tutoring, con‐
tact them at avalleytutors@gmail.com or visit
their website at valleytutors.weebly.com

Valley Tutors Executive Team

S
anta Clara County residents have access
to free COVID‐19 testing—no need for
health insurance, symptoms, or pay‐

ments. 
Residents can access free diagnostic tests

throughout the County, including two sites
in San José: PAL Stadium and the Santa Clara
County Fairgrounds.

Who Should Get Tested?
The County recommends that essential

workers interacting regularly with the pub‐
lic (including coworkers) on a monthly basis
even if they do not have any symptoms. This
applies to any frontline worker, including
those who work in healthcare, public safe‐
ty/emergency response, grocery stores, jails,
retail establishments, delivery, transporta‐
tion, construction, janitorial services, and
more. Any person who works in a skilled
nursing facility should ideally get tested

every two weeks.
Anyone exposed to or experiencing symp‐

toms of COVID‐19, including: Fever, cough,
shortness of breath/trouble breathing, chills,
night sweats, sore throat, muscle/body aches
loss of taste or smell, headache, confusion,
vomiting and diarrhea.  Testing for residents
without symptoms—especially for those at
high risk of infection or exposure—can help
diagnose the virus before a person feels
unwell or spreads COVID‐19 to others. 

Testing for residents without symptoms—
especially for those at high risk of infection
or exposure—can help diagnose the virus
before a person feels unwell or spreads
COVID‐19 to others. 

Where Can I Get Tested?
COVID‐19 testing sites are available

throughout the County at more than 50 
See TESTING, next page

Free COVID-19 testing available to
all Santa Clara county residents
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Testing
Continued from previous page
locations. San José locations are open
to residents with appointments
Tuesday through Friday. 

Andrew Hill High School –
Cafeteria, 3200 Senter Rd, SJ, CA
(Special hours – 10 a.m. ‐ 4 p.m.)

PAL Stadium, 680 S. 34th St., SJ,
CA  

SAP Center, 525 W Santa Clara
St, SJ, CA (Hours: 1 p.m. ‐ 7 p.m.)

Santa Clara County Fair‑
grounds, 344 Tully Road, SJ, CA
(Hours: 9:00 a.m. ‐ 3:00 p.m.)

Santa Clara County
Resources: bit.ly/SVSTesting

Hospitals and Clinics:
bit.ly/36Gzd3M

Community Sites:
bit.ly/2yGXs5g

More information:
SccFreeTest.org

To get tested or to learn about
new locations that will be coming,
visit: SCCFreeTest.org 

Editor’s note: Everyone who visits
SAP for COVID‑19 testing will receive
a memorabilia item (one each) fea‑
turing either the San Jose Sharks or
San Jose Barracuda, courtesy of the San
Jose Sharks. In addition, one random‑
ly selected person getting tested will
receive a free San Jose Sharks hockey
jersey. The Silicon Valley Community
Foundation is partnering with the
County on the event. Druva and Majes‑
tic Sales are also donating 500 PPE
care packages, with a pair of gloves,
a mask, and sanitizing wipes, for the
first 500 residents to be tested.

Supervisor
Cortese proposes
“Juneteenth” be
designated a
County Holiday
June 19, 2021

Supervisor Dave Cortese is
announcing that he will bring to the
County of Santa Clara Board of
Supervisors a proposal for the Coun‐
ty to declare that “Juneteenth,” which
commemorates the end of slavery
in the U.S., will be a Countywide  hol‐
iday beginning on June 19, 2021. 

In the wake of national and local
protests over the killing of George
Floyd and an outcry to rid the coun‐
try of systemic racism, it is signifi‐
cant that this day be added to the
County’s observances that include
honoring Martin Luther King Jr.,
Cesar Chavez and Independence Day. 

Supervisor Cortese was asked by
local civil rights leaders to initiate
the proposal for the County to des‐
ignate June 19 as a County holiday.

“Juneteenth” is the oldest nation‐
ally celebrated commemoration of
the ending of slavery in the United

See JUNETEENTH, page 17
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Recovery
Continued from page 1
reported cases of COVID‐19, including 154
related deaths, in the county, according to
Santa Clara County Public Health (about
2,350 of these cases occurred in San Jose).
There were 33 reported cases of the coro‐
navirus in Almaden Valley and one result‐
ing death. 

“We all know this is a real risky virus,”
Smith said, “but we also know the economy
is really necessary, so we’re trying to thread
the needle and get the appropriate balance
between protecting lives and health, but also
protecting the economy, well‐being and peo‐
ples’ livelihoods.”

On June 26, county health officers will
decide whether to reopen further based
upon five indicators:

Indicator 1: The Total Number of Cases
in the Community is Flat or Decreasing, and
the Number of Hospitalized Patients with
COVID‐19 is Flat or Decreasing

Indicator 2: Sufficient Hospital Capacity
to Meet the Needs of our Residents

Indicator 3: Sufficient COVID‐19 Viral
Detection Tests Are Being Conducted Daily

Indicator 4: Sufficient Case Investigation,
Contact Tracing, and Isolation Capacity

Indicator 5: A 30‐Day Supply of Person‐
al Protective Equipment for all Healthcare
Providers

Mike Wasserman, board of supervisors,
County of Santa Clara, is in favor of opening
all businesses now.

“Besides the fact that we have more
domestic violence and suicides going on,
there are a ton of people who are unem‐
ployed,” Wasserman said, “and $600 a week
can’t pay for a one‐bedroom apartment in
Santa Clara County.”

In addition, Wasserman said that as fed‐
eral Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
ended on May 31, self‐employed people are
without funding and the city and county are
receiving less funding as sales taxes and
hotel transit occupancy taxes are way down. 

“A prolonged sheltering in place would
only cause harm to our most marginalized
communities,” said Eddie Truong, director
of government and community relations,
The Silicon Valley Organization.

Truong said service industry workers,
skilled laborers, and event industry per‐
sonnel are hurting the most from the eco‐
nomic shutdown and would like to see
retraining programs to retool displaced
workers.

“Government must be visionary when it
comes to facilitating economic recovery,” he
said, “like San Jose Al Fresco (which cur‐
rently allows restaurants, cafes, salons, gyms
and yoga studios to use outdoor public
spaces). The city enacted an emergency order
to relax regulations…and ease the econom‐
ic devastation of COVID‐19.”

Truong said that not knowing when they’d
be able to reopen and how to do it safely
shuttered many small businesses. 

“Anything we can do to streamline infor‐
mation and provide clarity and certainty
will help ease the pains from the shutdown,”
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Truong said. “We have to figure
out ways to live with the virus
and to safely operate at the same
time.” 

Sheltering in place due to the
coronavirus resulted in about
170,000 jobs lost in the Bay Area.

“Decisions made to protect peo‐
ple have consequences,” said Vic‐
tor Farlie, senior executive ana‐
lyst, Office for Economic Devel‐
opment, City of San Jose. “The
economy has to be supported
because it keeps everything we
hold dear in Silicon Valley togeth‐
er.”

Farlie said the city is tailoring
its policies and resources to help those most
in need, shifting support to micro‐small busi‐
nesses.

“We need to reopen our economy, but we
must do so thoughtfully, strategically and
carefully,” he said. “We have to come togeth‐
er as a county and city to make the best effect
of resources.”

Farlie favors the county adoption of an
ordinance creating a moratorium on com‐
mercial and residential tenant eviction in
helping stabilize the economy. However, he
said that businesses have to work with their
landlords and understand the ordinance
calls for rent deferral, not forgiveness.

“We don’t want a business to close,” he
said, “but … it’s better making that decision,
no matter how painful, than letting debts
accrue and problems become bigger.”

Capital finance and loans are available to
help small businesses including a federal
payroll protection program (applications
are due at banks on June 30) and a new Fed‐
eral Reserve business loan for medium‐sized
businesses ranging from $250,000 to $200
million. 

Wasserman said that initial federal fund‐

ing was slow in getting through the banks
and to small businesses and was prohibitive,
becoming a loan rather than a grant if it was‐
n’t used in the time period allotted. 

“For businesses not to be earning any
money and have to pay back more money
is problematic,” he said. “Small businesses
need financial relief now or they’ll go under,
and if landlords can’t make their mortgage
payments … it’s a ripple effect.”

He added that due to city and county
deficits, small businesses won’t be able to
rely on them for financial bailouts but will
have to look to the federal government.

With an eye to the future, Smith said that
businesses will have to be done differently,
with employees who can do so continuing
to work from home. Other jobs will require
behavioral modification or special protec‐
tions.

“We’re flying the plane and rebuilding it
at the same time,” Smith said. “This is an
extremely difficult situation. It’s a careful
balance we never had to achieve before. The
county and city are working hard to make
the right decisions.”

Please see: www.sccgov.org for coron‐
avirus dashboards.

Juneteenth
Continued from page 15
States. On June 19, 1865, the Union sol‐
diers, led by Major General Gordon Granger,
landed at Galveston, Texas, with news that
the war had ended and that the enslaved
were now free. This was 30 months and
19 days after President Lincoln’s Emanci‐

pation Proclamation, which had become
official on January 1, 1863. 

”While slavery was abolished 157 years
ago, there is still a lot of work to be done
toward overcoming its legacy by ending
the violence and injustice against people
of color,” Cortese said. “Designating “June‐
teenth” as a County holiday would be a way
to reflect on how far we’ve come but also
realize how far we have to go.” 

Santa Clara County provides a coronavirus data dashboard that is updated daily.

Above: Eddie Truong, director of government and communi-
ty relations, The Silicon Valley Organization. Below: Mike
Wasserman, board of supervisors, County of Santa Clara.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, San Jose
CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum",
which means "Peace be
upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. It is the last in
the line and a continuation
of the Abrahamic faiths.
People who follow Islam
are called Muslims. The
Quran is the Divine book
that guides all mankind to
come closer to their cre-
ator.
Please visit our website to
learn more. 

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Please 
recycle

this 
newspaper!

Home ServicesShoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern 
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408 494.7000

Services

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Clocks

TimesClassifieds

Storage

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

Sell Online

Plumbing

TOTO Toilet Sale Includes:
Toto Eco Drake Toilet

Comfort Height, Elongated Bowl,
TOTO Soft Close Seat
Standard Installation

No Disposal Fees
1 Year Warranty On Labor

Save $200.00 - CALL TODAY
ALVCO Service

Ca. State Lic. #B585720, C-36

408.279.5531
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