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The same great NOOK Neighborhood 
flavor with a wee bit of Irish fare.

Outdoor Seating Available

BEAT the HEAT
Now offering FREE
Air conditioning, ice-cold ice 

water, and color TV’s
STOP IN FOR A 
COUPLE OF ROUNDS
AFTER YOUR ROUND

KIDS EAT 
FREE ON 

SUNDAYS!

Serving Up Refreshing
Summer Salads

Outdoor Dining on the Paddy-O at Shamrocks!

( from 4-9 pm from Children’s 
menu with each paying adult )

By Jane Mcclure

While Minneapolis and other cities 
consider defunding their police 
departments, St. Paul is imple-

menting several new public safety programs 
and policies that address some of the same 
reforms for which public safety activists are 
calling, according to St. Paul Police Chief Todd 
Axtell.

Axtell outlined those measures in a virtual 
policy session with the St. Paul City Council 
on June 25. He acknowledged that the May 
25 death of George Floyd while in the cus-
tody of Minneapolis police sent shock waves 
throughout the Twin Cities and sparked a ro-
bust debate over the role of law enforcement. 
However, he asked the City Council to con-
sider what the victims of crime might think of 
demands to defund the police. 

As of July 1, St. Paul had had 17 homicides 
in 2020, five more than in the first six months 
of 2019. A recent spate of car-jackings and 
strong-arm robberies have left people shaken. 
One huge challenge St. Paul faces is the in-
crease in gun violence, according to Axtell. Po-
lice calls about shots fired are up 130 percent, 
he said, and in two instances last month—
one on the East Side and one in Frogtown—
police officers were shot at. Another challenge 
was the rioting in the wake of Floyd’s death, 
with scores of buildings across the city being 

Police chief touts 
his department’s 
efforts at reform
Asks council to consult crime 
victims before any defunding

By anne Murphy

As he takes his new position at the University 
of St. Thomas, Highland Park resident, author 
and scholar Dr. Yohuru Williams has much on 

his mind. Uppermost is the idea that we all must live 
humbly for justice. It comes, he said, from a favorite 
quote of his found in J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the 
Rye: “The mark of the immature man is that he wants 
to die nobly for a cause, while the mark of the mature 
man is that he wants to live humbly for one.”

Previously dean of St. Thomas’ College of Arts and 
Sciences, Williams started work this month as the 
founding director of the university’s new Racial Justice 
Initiative. The brainchild of Williams and St. Thomas 

president Dr. Julie Sullivan as well as others, the initia-
tive will encompass research, public engagement and 
partnerships to address racial justice. There will be an 
external and internal focus, including students who 
will be equipped to act as agents for change while on 
campus as well as following graduation. 

Before the death of George Floyd, Williams was 
planning to head back to the East Coast, where he 
grew up, to take a position at St. John’s University in 
New York City. However, the tragic killing of Floyd 
on May 25 became a moment of clarity for Williams 
about St. Thomas’ mission—and his own.

“A lot of people had a vitriolic reaction to George 
Floyd’s murder,” Williams said. “It really calls on us to 
think about and talk about what can make the greatest 
impact.” 

For Sullivan and Williams that meant creating the 
new initiative and his acceptance of the new position 

Williams answers call to foster racial justice

St. Paul police are given the boot as resource officers in schools

Former dean Dr. Yohuru Williams is hoping to humbly drive lasting reform as the founding director of  the University of St. 
Thomas’ new Racial Justice Initiative. PhoTo bY bRaD STaUFFeR

Highland scholar hopes to spark 
crucial conversations for change 

police reform in St. paul  c2

By casey ek

The St. Paul School Board voted on June 23 to 
cut its ties with the St. Paul Police Depart-
ment, ending the decades-old practice of 

employing St. Paul cops as school resource officers 
in the St. Paul Public Schools’ seven high schools. 
The vote was 5-1, with board member John Brodrick 
dissenting. It came just a week before the district’s 

current contract with the police department was to 
expire.

Instead of school resource officers, the district 
will create what it calls School Climate and Safety 
Groups to develop building-specific climate and 
safety plans that address the conditions in each 
school. The groups will work with a new School Cli-
mate and Safety Implementation Committee made 
up of district and school administrators, staff bar-
gaining units, students and up to two School Board 
members. An interim School Climate and Safety 
plan will be considered by the School Board at its 
meeting on August 18. 

The school district received more than 1,000 
emails regarding its contract with the St. Paul Police 

Department, according to Superintendent Joseph 
Gothard. Most of the emails urged the district to 
end the school resource officer program and divert 
the funds to other district programs, he said. Most 
of the emails came from St. Paul residents, includ-
ing current and former students, he said, but other 
emails came from elsewhere in Minnesota and even 
out of state.

The school district had budgeted $775,000 for 
its seven school resource officers in the 2019-20 
school year. However, the closing of the schools 
and the implementation of distance learning this 
spring due to the coronavirus pandemic reduced 

School Board votes to form 
Climate and Safety Groups 
as an alternative to police

police in SchoolS   c2
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those costs to $550,000. The district paid 
$700,000 for the seven officers in the 2018-19 
school year and $884,499 for nine officers in 
the 2016-17 school year. 

The program came under fire in 2016 when 
school resource officer Bill Kraus was accused 
of using excessive force in arresting 19-year-
old Darion Bell, who was reportedly trespass-
ing at Central High School. The district then 
instituted a host of changes aimed at improv-
ing the program.

Gothard acknowledged that the proposed 
School Safety and Climate program may or 
may not be more costly than the school re-
source officers. “Some of the recommenda-
tions that come to us could be a reinvestment, 
an investment of even more dollars in some 
of this work,” he said. “I’m not going into 
this thinking we have a fixed amount to work 
with. I’m going into this thinking we have 
a blank slate for us to start with for what we 
need to make it better.”

According to School Board member 
Chauntyll Allen, the costs of the new program 
will be worth the outcome. The decision to 
cut the school district’s ties with the St. Paul 
Police was a long time coming, she said. The 
presence of the police had a negative impact 
on the achievement of students of color, she 
added.

“When somebody is traumatized there is 

no learning going on,” Allen said. “If we’re 
putting the traumatic person or the traumatic 
situation inside the school, how do we expect 
to increase achievement? We’re struggling 
in those areas, especially with our black and 
brown kids.”

Allen applauded the board members who 
joined her in voting to end the contract with 
the police, saying they were “on the right side 
of history. Overall, our students are going to 

be safer, they’re going to feel safer.” 
The School Board vote runs counter to the 

position of the district’s seven high school 
principals, who all supported renewing the 
contract with the St. Paul Police Department. 
Brodrick argued that the school resource of-
ficers often served as mentors for the high 
school students. He also cited a 2019 Min-
nesota Student Survey administered by the 
state Department of Education, which found 

that 94 percent of the 11th-grade students sur-
veyed either agreed or strongly agreed with 
the statement that having a police officer in 
their school was a good idea. 

However, Como Park High School 11th-
grader Kalid Ali told the School Board on June 
17 that many of his classmates feel unsafe in 
the presence of the resource officers. “Nobody 
sees an officer as a positive tool for his life or 
his future,” Ali said. “If you see an officer with 
a gun, it’s a threat that you might be the next 
one on his hit list.”

Board member Zuki Ellis praised the per-
formance of the individual police officers who 
served as resource officers, but said she did 
not believe police belong in the schools. 

Board member Jessica Kopp said the vote 
to end the resource officer program is a step 
toward reaching the district’s goals for equity 
in the schools. “But it would be a mistake to 
think this is the only thing we need to do,” 
Kopp said.

The School Board’s decision to cut ties with 
the police department represents a grow-
ing trend of governmental institutions pull-
ing back from their collaborations with law 
enforcement amid protests over the death of 
George Floyd on May 25 while in the custody 
of four Minneapolis police officers. On June 2, 
the Minneapolis Public Schools ended its de-
cades-old contract with the Minneapolis Po-
lice Department. The Minneapolis Park Board 
has done the same.

School resource officer Jermaine Davis made the rounds at Central High School in February 2017, greeting 
students along the way.  PHoto by braD StauFFer

1b police in schools
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vandalized, looted or burned. Axtell said his 
officers were treated during the civil unrest in 
ways that were “dehumanizing.”

City Council president Amy Brendmoen 
asked if the violence in the wake of Floyd’s 
death had skewed crime statistics upward. 

Axtell responded that with few exceptions, 
the incidence of most crimes was already up 
in 2020. Among those were 889 residential 
and commercial burglaries, 86 sexual as-
saults, 421 aggravated assaults, 297 robberies, 
928 shots fired and 2,375 domestic assaults. 
St. Paul has had more than 34,000 911 calls 
this year, Axtell said, and robberies are up 30 
percent over 2019.

City Council members Mitra Jalali and 
Nelsie Yang have supported calls for defund-
ing the police. They said they appreciated the 
discussion with Axtell, but simply discussing 
reform is not enough. Axtell said any discus-
sion of defunding the police needs to include 
St. Paul residents, especially crime victims.

Ward 7 City Council member Jane Prince 
agreed. “When we’re talking about potential 
cuts to our police department, we really do 

need to speak to the people who live in areas 
where they are victimized at much higher 
rates than other parts of the city,” she said.

Axtell discussed the many initiatives un-
derway through the city’s new Community 
First public safety program and other policies 
and procedures that have been implemented 
over the past few years. He described his de-
partment’s efforts to increase transparency, 
including the four-year practice of posting 
race-related data with traffic incidents.

The St. Paul Police work every day to build 
trust with members of the community, Axtell 
said. He encouraged City Council members to 
ride along with police officers on patrol and 
attend officer training sessions to see what 
the job is like.

Council members asked Axtell and his of-
ficers to continue working to bridge the di-

vide between the police and people of color. 
Ward 2 City Council member Rebecca Noeck-
er said she often hears from constituents of 
color who believe they are treated differently 
than whites. One woman told her of how her 
11-year-old son has twice had the police draw 
guns on him, she said. Axtell urged citizens to 
let him know if they witness or hear of any in-
cidents of officer misconduct.

St. Paul’s Community First initiative in-
cludes expedited DNA testing, a new gun 
crimes intelligence center and efforts to in-
crease youth employment, improve pedestri-
an safety, assign mental health professionals 
to accompany police on certain calls and em-
ploy new community ambassadors to work in 
the area of public safety. 

The city has earmarked $350,000 to create 
a new downtown center in 2020 where law 
enforcement, private security firms and social 
service agencies can share information and 
collaborate on issues. The St. Paul Downtown 
Alliance is petitioning property owners in the 
city’s core to pay for an improvement district 
that would help fund the center, new commu-
nity ambassadors and related programming. 

The city’s work to rewrite the police depart-

ment’s K-9 and use-of-force policies were also 
cited by Axtell, as were efforts to diversify the 
department. The diversity of police depart-
ment staff has increased 30 percent, accord-
ing to the chief. That includes 68 officers of 
Asian, 40 officers of African-American and 29 
officers of Hispanic descent.

St. Paul’s was the first police department in 
Minnesota to ban “warrior training,” a con-
troversial method that is said to encourage of-
ficers to take violent action against suspects. 
St. Paul also trains police officers to be aware 
of implicit biases and to understand stereo-
types and how they affect policing.

Axtell disputed contentions that St. Paul 
has the deadliest police department in the 
nation. St. Paul has had four fatal officer-in-
volved shootings in the past four years. That 
compares to five in Minneapolis and 24 in St. 
Louis during that same period. 

Public safety activists are also calling for 
police to reside in the cities where they serve. 
Currently, only 13.3 percent of St. Paul police 
officers live in the city. However, state law 
prohibits cities from imposing residency re-
quirements on police. If he could, Axtell said, 
he would have all of his officers live in the city.

1b police reform in st. paul City Council members asked 
Axtell and his officers to 

continue working to bridge 
the divide between the police 

and people of color. 
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It’s a truism in the real estate industry: Neighborhoods that have stood the 
test of time and weathered economic downturns are more likely to attract 
buyers who in turn want to maintain the value of their homes.* That’s an 
apt description of the neighborhoods—and neighbors—the Villager covers. 
Which is why advertising in the Villager’s upcoming Real Estate Issue is an 
even more valuable location for your promotional message.

For more information, call 651-699-1462 or 
email displayads@myvillager.com

By Jane Mcclure

The St. Paul City Council voted 5-2 
on July 1 to approve a significant 
amendment to the controversial 

SAFE (Stable, Accessible, Fair and Equi-
table) Housing Tenant Protections Ordi-
nance. As a result, the ordinance will not 
be acted on by the council until at least 
July 8. 

The amendment extended the re-
quirement on advance notice of an im-
pending sale to all types of residential 
rental properties. Previous versions of 
the ordinance had exempted duplexes 
and single-family homes from the re-
quirement. Under the amended ordi-
nance, all owners of rented housing in 
the city will have to provide a 90-day 
advance notice to the city and to their 
tenants of an upcoming sale.

By including single-family homes and 
duplexes, some council members said 
the notice of sale could give tenants the 
chance to purchase the property.

Council member Chris Tolbert, who 
joined Jane Prince in voting against the 
amendment, raised concerns that the 
owners of smaller  rental properties may 
not have followed the tenant protection 
debate as closely as landlords of larger-
scale rental properties. Tolbert urged 
that landlord education be considered 
before the ordinance takes effect on 
March 1, 2021.

Prince agreed and questioned adopt-

ing such a change. “I’m just concerned 
that this is going into a level of analy-
sis and detail that we haven’t done,”  
she said.

Council member Rebecca Noecker 
brought forward the amendment. She 
was joined in supporting it by Amy 
Brendmoen, Mitra Jalali, Dai Thao and 
Nelsie Yang. Brendmoen expressed con-
cern about such a “dramatic change” 
coming so late in the ordinance adop-
tion process, but said there was time for 
the city to educate landlords. 

Council members had hoped to vote 
on the ordinance on June 24, but other 
amendments brought in at that time  
forced the vote’s postponement.

The SAFE Housing ordinance makes 
significant changes to how St. Paul land-
lords are allowed to operate. It requires 
a “just cause” statement when a lease 
is not renewed, limits the use of credit 
and criminal history in screening ten-
ants, and changes how past evictions are 
considered when a rental application is 
reviewed.

The just cause and criminal back-
ground checks raised the most red flags 
for landlords early on. Landlords would 
not be able to deny leasing to a prospec-
tive tenant if that person had a misde-
meanor more than three years ago or a 
felony more than seven years ago. Rent-
ers could still be turned down if they 
were on the lifetime sexual offender reg-
istry, were convicted of distributing or 
manufacturing controlled substances, 
or had been convicted of murder, man-
slaughter, kidnapping, arson, assault or 
robbery.

The ordinance has been in the works 
for months, but the council’s vote was 
delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

council received dozens of written com-
ments on both sides of the issue. Twelve 
people spoke in favor of the ordinance 
on June 24, and 12 spoke in opposition.

Proponents contended that the 
changes will increase equity for renters 
and provide them with more protec-
tions. Landlords argued that the chang-
es will add more cost and complexity to 
their work, and put other tenants at risk 
of living in the same building as people 
with criminal backgrounds.

Opponents of the ordinance raised 
concerns about the just cause provi-
sion, which would require landlords to 
provide written reasons why they are 
terminating a lease. And if new owners 
of affordable housing refuse to renew 
any leases without cause, they will be 
required to pay relocation costs for the 
tenants.

Looming over the debate of the or-
dinance has been the pandemic. Some 
small landlords said the new regulations 
would come at a time when they are los-
ing tenants due to COVID-19. Advocates 
of the ordinance said the pandemic de-
mands more protections as tenants who 
are out of work and unable to pay rent 
are threatened with eviction.

Many property owners have said their 
concerns have been ignored during the 
ordinance adoption process and that 
they fear it will put their other tenants in 
an unsafe position. The costs of paying 
for tenant relocation, fixing up damaged 
units and housing court fees would only 
drive up rental costs for tenants in the 
future, they said.

Renters and their advocates argued 
that the ordinance will protect low-in-
come tenants and people of color. More 
than half of St. Paul residents are renters.

Council amends new rules to protect tenants
Change delays vote, 
requires all landlords 
to give 90-day notice 
of an impending sale 

By Jane Mcclure 

St. Paul’s Capital Improvement Bud-
get (CIB) Committee has recom-
mended approval of $66.2 million 

for projects submitted by city depart-
ments. The decision came prior to a June 
30 deadline and represents a $665,000 
increase over what was penciled in for 
city projects last year.

The recommendations are now in the 
hands of Mayor Melvin Carter, who will 
decide which ones to include in his 2021 
city budget. Carter is expected to release 
his city operating and capital budgets in 
August. The City Council will take final 
action on those budgets by the end of 
the year.

The coronavirus pandemic has forced 
CIB Committee meetings online and has 
drastically changed what is typically an 
inclusive public review process. That 
worried some committee members, 
including West End resident Darren  
Tobolt. 

Under the new CIB process, proj-
ects submitted by city departments are 
reviewed and selected in odd-num-
bered years. The projects are in a two-
year cycle, with a second approval in 
even-numbered years. Requests from 
nonprofit community development 
corporations are also considered in odd-
numbered years. 

Earlier in June, Tobolt asked that a 
vote on the city department projects be 
delayed until more information could be 
received. That was done prior to the June 
22 vote.

“Projects can change over a year,” To-
bolt said. “We need updates before we 
can act because we haven’t seen these 
for months.”

His main focus was on requests sub-
mitted by the Department of Public 
Works, including one to replace the 
eastbound Kellogg Boulevard bridge 
adjacent to the RiverCentre parking 
ramp. The city’s 2020 state legislative 
agenda included seeking $10 million for 
the bridge’s replacement. However, the 
state funding request is in limbo since 
lawmakers did not pass a bonding bill 
during the June special session. 

Tobolt and other committee members 
asked if it made sense to allocate CIB 
funds for the project when the state’s 
share is uncertain. State lawmakers 
are expected to meet again in mid-July 
to take up the bonding bill and other  
matters.

The Kellogg bridge dates from 1936. 
St. Paul’s proposed capital budget calls 
for spending $2.5 million in city bonds, 
$7 million in federal funds and $2.7 mil-
lion in Municipal-State Aid (MSA) funds 
on the project.

Committee members also raised con-
cerns over the reconstruction of Waba-
sha Street between Fourth and Sixth 
streets at a cost of $3 million in MSA 
dollars. Another $750,000 in MSA funds 
would cover the cost of replacing traffic 
signals. Committee members wanted to 
ensure that the work included bike and 
pedestrian safety measures, as well as 
ties to the downtown bike loop.

Larger CIB projects recommended 
for funding citywide in 2021 include 
the replacement of Fire Station 7 on the 
city’s East Side, the creation of a multi-
use trail on Johnson Parkway, improve-
ments to McMurray Fields, and work on 
the Rice Recreation Center and Hayden 
Heights Library.

Local projects recommended for CIB 

funding include $61,000 in city and 
$61,000 in county dollars for sidewalks 
on the north side of Randolph Avenue 
between Toronto Street and Shepard 
Road. The project is intended to fill a gap 
in sidewalks on the West End.

Traffic signals on Snelling Avenue 
and Lexington Parkway are also slated 
for improvements. The $2.5 million cost 
would be covered by a mix of federal, 
county and MSA dollars.

Also recommended for 2021 is $1 mil-
lion in MSA funds toward the ongoing 
work to realign the West Seventh Street-
Montreal Avenue-Lexington Parkway 
intersection.

The recommended 2021 capital bud-
get also includes $3.3 million in federal 
Community Development Block Grant 
allocations, with most of those dollars 
going to neighborhood-based com-
munity development corporations or 
specific city programs. Restore St. Paul, 
a program of the nonprofit Historic St. 
Paul, is recommended for $135,000 for 
its commercial facade improvement 
program. 

The Rondo Community Land Trust, 
which works on developing affordable 
housing, is in line for $180,000. Neigh-
borWorks’ Green Line home improve-
ment loan fund for neighborhoods 
along the light-rail Green Line is in for 
$125,000.

The CIB Committee will soon start 
work on reviewing 65 submissions from 
St. Paul individuals and neighborhood 
groups that are in line to share $1 mil-
lion in CIB funding as part of the 2021 
city budget. Recommendations on those 
projects will be sent to the mayor and 
City Council by fall.

St. Paul’s 2021 brick-and-mortar budget takes shape
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By Jane Mcclure

CommonBond Communities’ plan to 
construct a five-story apartment build-
ing for low-income seniors was met 

with both skepticism and partial rejection 
from the St. Paul Board of Zoning Appeals on 
June 29. Though a 2-foot setback variance was 
approved for the proposed building at 830 S. 
Cretin Ave., the BZA voted 5-1 to deny a vari-
ance to an open space requirement.

The vote was a blow to one of the first de-
velopments proposed for the site of Ford 
Motor Company’s former assembly plant 
in Highland Park. CommonBond is working 
with master developer Ryan Companies on 
the building, which would provide 60 of the 
760 low-income housing units planned for 
the 122-acre Ford site.

The building would have a surface park-
ing lot with 29 spaces and some open space 
around the building. The Ford site’s master 
plan requires that a minimum of 25 percent 
of the parcel be devoted to open space. Com-
monBond had sought to reduce that amount 
to 16 percent.

BZA member Diane Trout-Oertel objected 
to the lack of open space. “I’ll acknowledge 
that it’s a very small site,” she said. “But green 
space is important.”

Board members Robert Clarksen, Joyce 
Maddox, Daniel Miller and Luis Rangel Mo-
rales joined Trout-Oertel in voting down the 
variance. Thomas Saylor cast the sole vote 
against denial.

The BZA approved the 2-foot setback along 
the north side of the building, where a 4-foot 
setback is normally required. The smaller 
setback was tied to the location of the build-
ing’s off-street parking. The request for a third 
variance to waive a required parking space for 
an electric vehicle was dropped by Common-
Bond before the BZA meeting.

The Highland District Council (HDC) and 
city staff had recommended the approval of 
all three variances. Seven letters were received 
in support of the variances; 166 letters were 
received in opposition.

Some BZA members pushed for under-
ground parking as a way to add open space 
on the site. At the HDC meeting in June, Com-
monBond representatives said the high cost  

of underground parking would make it more 
difficult to provide affordable housing. Anoth-
er suggestion was that CommonBond convert 
some of the surface parking lot to open space, 
but that would have required a parking vari-
ance.

“I do think this project is suffering from a 
lack of open space,” said Clarksen. He sug-
gested CommonBond consider a rooftop pa-
tio or other ways to provide open space for 
tenants.

Representatives of CommonBond and Ryan 
Companies testified that the variance for open 
space does not reduce the 55 acres of parks 
and open space planned for the Ford site. Jus-
tin Eilers, senior project manager for Com-
monBond, and project architect Britta Carlson 
from the firm LHB said the building includes 
a porch and oudoor patios for residents along 
with community rooms inside. A park is also 
planned just a short distance away, they said.

Rangel Morales, who chairs the St. Paul 
Planning Commission and is the commis-
sion’s representative on the BZA, said he was 
concerned about the placement of affordable 
housing on the Ford site and the large number 

of units planned for low-income seniors. “We 
may lose the forest for the individual trees 
here,” he said. “We may lose what the Ford 
site master plan was intended to do,” which 
is to blend affordable housing into the entire 
development.

According to Eilers, the master plan’s intent 
is being met. The CommonBond project is 
just one of about 10 buildings for low-income 
residents planned for the Ford site. The low-
income apartment buildings are pegged to 
various income levels and household sizes.

CommonBond’s building will be limited to 
residents age 55 and older who make no more 
than 30 percent of the Twin Cities area’s me-
dian household income. The building would 
have 48 one-bedroom and 12 two-bedroom 
units. Under levels set by the Metropolitan 
Council, rents would be $562 for a one-bed-
room and $675 for a two-bedroom apartment. 
Seven apartments would be earmarked for 
people who have been homeless. 

BZA decisions are final unless they are ap-
pealed to the City Council within 10 days. As 
this issue of the Villager went to press, no ap-
peal had been filed.

Ryan Cos. is denied lot coverage variance for Ford site project

Open space variance denied for affordable senior housing project 

By Jane Mcclure

Ryan Companies’ plan for a five-story 
mixed-use building at 2170 Ford Pkwy. 
received a mixed response from the St. 

Paul Board of Zoning Appeals on June 29. The 
BZA approved only three of the five varianc-
es Ryan had requested for the building. The 
structure would feature four levels of apart-
ments above a 50,000-square-foot grocery on 
the first floor. 

Variances for the building’s height and an 
even taller corner tower were approved along 
with a variance that reduces the required per-
centage of window glazing on the lower por-
tion of the building. Variances to exceed the 
maximum allowed lot coverage and to elimi-
nate the requirement for car-sharing spaces 
were rejected. 

The project is one of the first on the 122-
acre site of the former Ford Motor Company 
assembly plant. Ryan’s plans call for 227 mar-
ket-rate apartments and three apartments 
that are affordable to households making 60 
percent of the Twin Cities’ median income. 
A residential lobby will provide such ameni-
ties as a meeting room, fitness center and co-
working spaces. 

The building will have 210 underground 
parking spaces for tenants and 226 first-floor 
parking spaces for customers and employees. 
The parking ramp’s entrances will be off of 
Cretin Avenue and a one-way alley on the east 
side of the building. A loading dock will face 
the alley, which will be separated from the 
adjacent Highland Village Center by a grade 
change.

BZA members maintained that Ryan was 
not able to make a case for all five variances. 

The maximum lot coverage for the building 
is 70 percent, and 90.3 percent is proposed. 
Board members Robert Clarksen, Joyce Mad-
dox, Luis Rangel Morales and Diane Trout-
Oertel voted to deny the variance. Thomas 
Saylor opposed denial.

“I don’t think the applicant has proven 
that the building footprint needs to be this 
large,”said Trout-Oertel. “I think that is a mat-
ter of design.”

The variances were requested to provide 
“the best possible project” for the space, said 
Maureen Michalski, Ryan’s vice president 
for development. The variances would not 
change the density nor the amount of open 
space recommended by the Ford site’s master 
plan as adopted in 2017 and later amended by 
the City Council, she said. The building’s de-
sign was driven by the desire to have a super-
market similar to the Vintage on Selby. 

The Vintage is an apartment building at 
the corner of Selby and Snelling avenues with 
a Whole Foods Market on the first floor. The 
prospective grocery at 2170 Ford Pkwy. has 
not been named.

Included in the master plan for the Ford site 
is a requirement that larger buildings have 
dedicated spaces for car-sharing vehicles. 
Two such parking spaces must be provided 
in buildings with more than 200 units. An 
additional car-sharing space is required for 
every 200 units over 200. Additionally, two 
car-sharing spaces are required in parking lots 
with more than 50 spaces for non-residential 
uses, with one additional car-sharing space 
for every 40 such spaces over 50. 

With 230 apartments and 226 parking 
spaces for non-residents, Ryan would need 
eight car-sharing spaces at 2170 Ford Pkwy. 
In lieu of those spaces, Ryan has asked the city 

to consider a future “hub” for car-sharing ve-
hicles elsewhere on the Ford site. According to 
Michalski, that is the model vehicle-sharing 
companies are pursuing. 

Mayor Melvin Carter’s staff have been 
working on a new model for car-sharing hubs, 
according to Tia Anderson, who oversees site 
plan reviews for the city. She said such hubs 
would likely be placed on public property. 
That would require an amendment to the 
Ford site’s master plan in the future.

Rangel Morales pointed out that if the BZA 
approved the car-sharing variance, it would 
be acting preemptively on something that 
may or may not happen. It voted 5-0 to reject 
the variance.

The two height variances the BZA approved 
for the building will provide for a height of 75 
feet and a decorative tower that rises 90 feet 
at the northwest corner of the parcel. The lot 
is otherwise zoned for a maximum height of 
65 feet.

The BZA also approved a variance from the 
requirement that the lower 12 feet of the build-
ing be faced with at least 65 percent transpar-
ent glazing. The lower portion of the proposed 
building would have 34 percent  transparent 
glazing. 

The Highland District Council had recom-
mended the approval of all five variances, as 
had city staff. Seven letters were received by 
the city in support of the variances, and 166 
were received in opposition. Much of the op-
position came from the local group Neighbors 
for a Livable St. Paul.

BZA decisions are final unless they are ap-
pealed to the City Council within 10 days. As 
of the Villager’s deadline, no appeal had been 
filed.

An artist’s rendering of Ryan Companies’ plan for a  75-foot-high mixed-use building at 2170 Ford Pkwy.
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mud room. Upper level has master w/private 
BA, 2 additional BR's, full BA & laundry. 
Attached 2 car gar. Private yard. No HOA.
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4 BedRooms up!
Welcoming & well-cared for home in great 
Mac/Groveland location. 4BR, 1BA, LR, 
formal DR, eat in kitchen, main flr FR w/FP. 
Porch, nice yard. 2 car gar. New drain tile/sump 
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a private hidden 4 acre oasis in 
Highland.
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enCHanTinG Home!
1069 Lombard. Enjoy idyllic 
outdoor living w/2 wonder-
ful patios & wide lot w/mature 
plantings, 4BR w/main floor 
family room, Mid-Century mod-
ern influences.
612 751-0729  $539,000 
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By Carolyn Walkup

People who think they’re seeing fewer 
monarchs this summer than they used 
to aren’t imagining things. The popula-

tion of the beautiful orange-and-black butter-
flies is in serious decline, both here and across 
the country.

Monarchs are now on the nation’s endan-
gered species list after having declined an as-
tonishing 99 percent since 1997, according to 
Ann Hobbie of St. Paul’s Lexington-Hamline 
neighborhood. Hobbie is the board chair of 
Monarch Joint Venture, a national nonprofit 
organization headquartered at 2161 Univer-
sity Ave. that is dedicated to promoting mon-
arch migration, largely through increasing 
their habitat.

Although the number of monarchs has de-
clined, millions still migrate annually from 
their breeding grounds in North America 
when the days get shorter in late August and 
September. Those monarchs west of the 
Rocky Mountains often head to the California 
coast. Migrators that leave Minnesota and its 
neighboring states make the up to 3,000-mile 
trip to Michoacán, Mexico. They winter there 
before making the return trip north, arriving 
here in the spring.

Loss of habitat is one of the main reasons 
for the monarchs’ population decline, along 
with agricultural expansion and the increas-
ing use of herbicides and insecticides that kill 
milkweed, which monarch caterpillars eat 
and where female monarchs lay their eggs. 
Runoff from lawn chemicals also pollutes wa-
ter that monarchs and other pollinators need.

For the past 11 years, Monarch Joint Ven-
ture has served as a clearinghouse for about 
100 partner organizations across the United 
States. Those partners include the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, state depart-
ments, other nonprofit organizations, aca-
demic programs and businesses.

“This avoids reinventing wheels,” Hobbie  
said. One example of a joint project is work-
ing with state departments of transportation 
to use roadside plants to promote monarch 
habitat.

Education is another key component of the 
organization’s mission. “We provide profes-
sional development workshops—virtually 
this year—to help get students and teachers 
out in nature doing scientific inquiries,” 
said Monarch Joint Venture director Wendy 
Caldwell. Educational materials are posted on 
its website at monarchjointventure.org.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Monarch 
Joint Venture had to cancel its annual sum-
mer institute this year that trains from 40-60 
teachers from all over North America, Hobbie 
said. The institute previously has been held at 
the University of Minnesota and the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Madison. The organization’s 
annual Monarch Festival at Lake Nokomis 
also had to be canceled.

Amateur gardeners who would like in-
formation on how to attract monarchs to  
nectar-rich flowering plants in their yards 
can consult Monarch Joint Venture’s website. 
In addition to milkweed, gardeners can plant 

native perennial Liatris (blazing star) that 
monarchs feed on as they prepare for their 
long fall migration. These plants thrive in full 
sun and grow to heights between four and six 
feet. Two varieties have either purple or white 
blooms that also attract bees.

Gardeners who plan to have some plants 
blooming all summer, especially native pe-

rennials, should be able to attract monarchs, 
Hobbie said. Some annuals, such as sweet al-
yssum, also attract them.

Local garden centers with milkweed and 
Liatris in stock include Highland Nursery, 
1742 W. Seventh St.; Lilydale Garden Center, 
941 Highway 13; and Mother Earth Gardens, 
3738 42nd Ave. S., Minneapolis. Small Liatris 
planted now probably will not bloom until 
next summer.

Hobbie stressed the importance of keeping 
monarchs in the ecosystem. “They’re a bell-
wether for the health of our outdoors,” she 
said. “Moreover, their massive fall and spring 
migration makes their life cycle story excep-
tional, spanning an entire continent—north 
to south. And their easily observable summer 
life cycle captivates so many. They connect 
humans to the natural world.”

Monarch Joint Venture is tentatively plan-
ning a monarch viewing event in late August 
with Minnesota Native Landscapes in Foley, 
Minnesota, a native plant nursery that has 
fields full of blooming Liatris. “Thousands of 
butterflies will be there,” Caldwell promised.

For updates on that event, contact Ella Phil-
lips at ephillips@monarchjointventure.org.

Migratory 
royalty
Local venture works 
to save the stately 
monarch butterfly

Monarch Joint Venture board chair Ann Hobbie with the monarch’s favorite plant—blooming common milkweed. PHotos by brAd stAuffer

A featured guest gets a preflight inspection during 
a previous Monarch festival at Lake Nokomis.
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as its founding director. 
Williams said that for him, Floyd’s murder 

was an intense call to action that was reminis-
cent and analogous to what happened in 1963 
when four black schoolgirls were killed in 
the bombing of a Baptist Church in Birming-
ham, Alabama. That tragedy also served as an 
awakening that immediately moved people to 
seek racial justice.

“The interesting thing is that Julie (Sul-
livan) has been my mentor since I arrived 
here in 2017,” Williams said. The two of them 
began work on the initiative immediately af-
ter Memorial Day weekend when Floyd was 
killed. “A text came from her asking, ‘Is it too 
late?’” he said. It was not. 

Williams said he knew he needed to be a 
part of what the university could do to foster 
racial justice in the Twin Cities and, eventu-
ally, beyond. “We’ve been kindred spirits on 
the mission of Catholic education and the 
mission of St. Thomas,” he said. “Suddenly, in 
one instant, it all became clear.” 

“It’s part of our Catholic heritage, tradition 
and mission to respect and promote every in-
dividual,” Sullivan said. “We need to create 
a society here where every person is treated 
with dignity and respect.

“We now need to ask, ‘Why are we in this 
place today? Why do we feel such inequities 
and disparity? Why are there such gaps and 
inequities in education, healthcare, housing?’” 
she continued. “We can’t understand how we 
got here without first going back several cen-
turies to see how there have been different op-
portunities for people based on race. You have 
to understand the past to develop empathy 
and work across race for a better future.”

That is where Williams will play a crucial 
role, Sullivan said, noting that he is a histo-
rian as well as an educator who is devoted to 
the Catholic mission of social justice. “I’m not 
Catholic, but I went to Catholic schools and 
I’m a believer that Catholic social teaching is 
a great equalizer,” Williams said.

With bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
the University of Scranton and a Ph.D. from 
Howard University, Williams is a nationally 
known author, editor or co-editor of several 
books, including Rethinking the Black Freedom 
Movement and The Black Panthers: Portraits of 
an Unfinished Revolution. He has also served 
as associate vice president for academic af-
fairs at Fairfield University, a Jesuit school 
in Connecticut, and vice president for public 
education and research at the Jackie Robinson 
Foundation in New York City.  

Officially, Williams’ new title is distin-
guished university chair, professor and 
founding director of the initiative with a joint 
appointment in St. Thomas’ history depart-
ment and school of law.

Williams emphasized the importance of 
the law school’s involvement. He said much 
of the immediate work to address inequities is 
related to changing laws that have been barri-
ers to fair housing and fair treatment. He said 
second- and third-year law students will be of 

great assistance with research and other un-
dertakings in that area. 

In initiating crucial conversations that can 
lead to better understanding and efforts to 
end racism, Williams said plans are being 
formulated for them to also occur off campus 
and involve the general public. 

“I’m not thinking that these will be twice-
a-year events at the Woulfe auditorium on 
our campus; I’m thinking they will take place 
at Cristo Rey, community libraries, corporate 
headquarters, other college campuses,” he 
said. “And these will not be lectures. We want 
to listen and not just come in with answers. 
We want to talk with people, not talk past 
people. When you can first build relationships 
with people (you) can have uncomfortable 
conversations—and change results.”

Williams emphasized that people can-
not keep their opinions and passions hidden 
away. “We can’t afford to exist in silos,” he 
said. “A lot of people in the Twin Cities share 
this view and have a passion for social justice 
and want put an end to racism.”   

Through the initiative, Williams said, it 
is hoped there will be a reimagining of what 
should be and can be done in the areas of so-
cial and racial justice, with St. Thomas being 
the conduit for change here and eventually in 
other locales.

“This will be hard work and long work,” 
Sullivan said. “Things are not going to change 
in a month or a year. First people need to learn 
more, listen more and understand each other 
better.”

Getting a read on the 
historical perspective

As the Racial Justice Initiative un-
folds, Williams said, there will be 
information available on how to 

be involved and contribute. Meanwhile, 
to help create a solid historical perspective 
and understanding, he suggests the fol-
lowing reading list:

• Citizen: An American Lyric by Claudia 
Rankine.

• Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of 
Medical Experimentation on Black Americans 
from Colonial Times to the Present by Harriet 
A. Washington.

• Waiting ’Til The Midnight Hour: A Nar-
rative History of Black Power in America by 
Peniel Joseph.

• The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin.
• Creating Black Americans: African-

American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to 
the Present by Nell Irvin Painter.

• The African American Odyssey by Dar-
lene Clark Hine, William C. Hine and Stan-
ley Harrold.

• Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi 
Coates.

• Stamped From the Beginning: The Defini-
tive History of Racist Ideas by Ibram X Kendi.

• Rethinking the Black Freedom Movement 
by Yohuru Williams.

1b racial justice

Through the new St. Thomas initiative, Williams hopes there will be a reimagining of what can be and 
should be done in the areas of social and racial justice.  PhoTo by brad STauffer
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VIEWPOINT
A variance too far

I am so disgusted by Ryan Companies constantly whining 
to the city potentates that it needs variances for height, width 
and multiple whatevers to each building plan it submits for 
approval. Ryan knows before the architects ever begin any 
project what St. Paul’s regulations are for building size and 
setbacks.

If we want to keep anything of the character of this city, 
which has already lost so much daylight and green space to 
granted variances, we’ll demand a halt to this nonsense, as 
well as require fewer parking places per building and more 
car-sharing hubs to force people out of their cars. Everything 
built at this point in history ought to be built with “greener” 
in mind.

The plan for the building at 2170 Ford Pkwy. is just more 
of the same-old, same-old, built right up to the sidewalk, 
edge to edge, topped off with the ridiculous witch’s hat, and 
providing fewer than 1 percent of units as affordable housing.   
I don’t know what the deal is between Ryan and the city of 
St. Paul, but it’s way past time to hold to the building rules 
already in place. If we want a better future, it starts with 
action now.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Using police as private security
While out shopping last week, I was struck that as 

businesses start to reopen, a few are again using uniformed 
St. Paul police for their properties’ private security, specifically 
the Lunds & Byerlys in Highland Village, the Whole Foods 
on Selby Avenue and the Starbucks on Marshall Avenue. 
Whether these officers are on- or off-duty is relevant, but it 
misses the point to focus solely on this status.

I am not a person of color and I do not pretend to know 
what the life experiences of people of color are, but I feel it is 
incumbent on the ruling white majority supremacist society 
to raise awareness of situations that have little effect on the 
daily lives of white folks but could greatly impact a person of 
color’s comfort and safety. 

Not everyone is comforted by seeing an armed, uniformed 
cop while simply picking up groceries or grabbing a cup 
of coffee. As a white male, I have never had to fear that a 
malfunctioning tail light or an improper lane change would 
result in a fatal interaction. For people of color, however, that 
simple encounter could and has led to deadly encounters 
with law enforcement.

I have contacted a manager at each of these three 
businesses. The Lunds manager actually hung up on me 
when I asked why there was a St. Paul police officer in his car 
in the parking lot. A Whole Foods manager told me it was a 
district manager’s decision. The Starbucks district manager 
said they were currently reviewing their contract with the 
police to control traffic. 

I enjoy Starbucks coffee as much as the next person, but 
I’ve never needed a cup of coffee so badly as to have an armed 
cop direct me through the drive-through. Perhaps if we need 
armed cops in the parking lot to feel safe, we need to ask 
ourselves if it is change and submission of power that we are 
really fearful of. 

Greg Trentman
Lexington-Hamline

Help prohibit nuclear weapons
In addition to COVID-19 and global warming, our world 

faces another existential threat—nuclear weapons. In 
mid-May, President Trump announced that the U.S. would 
consider resuming nuclear weapons testing, in violation 
of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. The United 
States last conducted a nuclear test in 1992.

Last week, Minnesota Senators Klobuchar and Smith and 
Representatives McCollum, Phillips and Craig signed on to 
a letter to President Trump stating their opposition to the 
resumption of nuclear testing. Legislation prohibiting the use 
of funds for nuclear weapons testing has been introduced. 
Senator Smith is a cosponsor of the bill, S. 3886, introduced 
by Massachusetts Senator Ed Markey. A companion bill, HR 
7140, was introduced in the U.S. House by Representative 
Dina Titus of Nevada. Minnesota Representatives Ilhan Omar 
and Angie Craig are co-sponsors.

Please ask Senator Klobuchar and Representative 
McCollum to co-sponsor and vote for this critical, life-

preserving legislation. There is another path forward for a 
more peaceful world and a more just and healthy society—
the UN-adopted Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons. I urge 
Representative McCollum and Senators Klobuchar and Smith 
to sign the treaty.

Dolores Voorhees
Highland Park

Many ways to combat racism
My wife and I applaud the tens of thousands of people who 

exercised their First Amendment rights on May 28 and 29, 
marching and chanting and protesting the murder of George 
Floyd and systemic racism in our cities. But we couldn’t help 
but wonder how much more might have been accomplished 
in that same cause if each of one of those protesters had put 
an equal amount of time and passion into actually doing 
something constructive. 

Think of how much good tens of thousands of hours could 
do if spent working in a food bank or a homeless shelter, 
for example. Or volunteering to tutor young children in an 
inner city-school or library. Or helping recent immigrants by 
teaching English as a second language. Or working overseas 
with disabled orphans in a refugee camp. Or simply working 
to clean up public spaces trashed by uncaring neighbors. 

Many of our neighbors are doing these things already. Ten 
thousand more would make a difference.

There are many ways to combat racism. Protesting is only 
the most visible and convenient. We recommend working 
as a volunteer, side by side with people of a race different 
from your own. It’s a lot more satisfying than chanting and 
carrying a sign. And you’ll learn more.

Jack Maloney
Merriam Park

A perilous time for District 197 
One of the major fallouts from the COVID-19 pandemic 

has been a hollowing out of government and school 
district budgets throughout Minnesota. In 2018, voters in 
Mendota Heights, West St. Paul and Eagan approved a bond 
referendum to support renovation and additions for every 
public school in District 197. In a newsletter last winter, the 
district proudly outlined the construction projects underway. 
What impact will the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as new 
construction, have on District 197’s performance?

First, it is noteworthy that the original bond referendum, 
outlined in a 2018 newsletter, did not include a provision for 
emergent facilities management expenses, attributable to 
new renovation and additions, that inevitably will burden the 
District 197 budget. More fundamental is the question of the 
impact on academic performance. 

Will investing millions in school renovation and additions 
support this mission? Not likely. Will the impact of the 
pandemic on the District 197 budget undermine this mission? 
Very likely. In other words, District 197 finds itself between 
a rock and a hard place. This sobering assessment could be 
questioned if District 197 were holding its own in terms of 
student learning. Unfortunately, it is not. 

I have innovative research centered on the study of how 
design factors in learning environments influence student 
learning. One major project has been an assessment of the 

effect of socioeconomic status on standardized math and 
reading tests taken by eighth-graders in more than 50 school 
districts across the Twin Cities metropolitan area. From 1996-
2018, the percentage of students qualifying for subsidized 
lunches (a proxy for socioeconomic status) accounted for 
between two-thirds and three-fourths of the observed 
variance in the average test scores of eighth-graders.

District 197’s performance, therefore, can be objectively 
assessed by ascertaining how its eighth-graders performed 
on standardized math and reading tests relative to metro area 
school districts with comparable subsidized lunch levels. In 
fact, in the years cited above, District 197’s eighth-graders 
underperformed their peer districts on standardized tests.

District 197 cannot be faulted for a lack of foresight 
in anticipating the pandemic. However, the situation 
dramatically undermines the validity of the preposterous 
District 197 slogan, “Bonds are for building, levies are for 
learning.” If building does not support student learning 
and achievement, how can it be justified? Moreover, the 
pandemic will exacerbate the budget burden of new building, 
further undermining District 197’s efforts to improve student 
performance. The onus, therefore, is on District 197 to 
demonstrate that its mission can be sustained in the face of 
the challenges outlined above. 

Thomas J. Smith
Mendota Heights

Gratitude for St. Kate’s
A heartfelt thanks to St. Catherine University for being so 

open and inviting to its neighbors. A spacious yard in this 
wonderful but densely populated neighborhood is a rarity. 
For this reason, when we are bursting at our seams, we have 
always treasured the fact that we could enjoy the wide open 
spaces at St. Kate’s with our children. It is a haven that we do 
not take for granted. 

My gratitude for this resource has doubled over the last 
several months since our options for outdoor running and 
play were so limited during the COVID-19 shutdown. St. 
Kate’s was there for all of us who needed an outdoor refuge 
that was conducive to social distancing.

Many thanks, St. Kate’s, for your gracious and invaluable 
service to our community. 

Jenni Maas
Macalester-Groveland

A birthday wish comes true
My grandson recently celebrated his ninth birthday. He 

requested a scavenger hunt as a gift. I’d like to thank all of 
the following people and places for lending us a bit of their 
space to create an enjoyable event: Thomas Liquors, for 
graciously letting us tape a “ransom note” to the frame of its 
outdoor pharmacy mural; the residents at 17XX Palace Ave. 
for interrupting their lawn mowing to agree to be a part of 
the fun; J & S Bean Factory, whose outdoor patio and tiki were 
perfect hiding spots; and Sensei Max of Grappler Station, for 
his front yard and playing along as the dojo.

It’s wonderful to live in such a friendly and supportive 
community.

M.M. Holloway
Highland Park

The city of St. Paul and Ryan Companies have been 
promoting their plan to install a solar array atop Area C 
at Ford Motor Company’s former assembly plant. It’s a 
laudable goal, but there are good reasons not to rush this 
project. 

Area C is a massive pile of hazardous waste and 
construction debris dumped by Ford onto the Mississippi 
River floodplain adjacent to Hidden Falls Park. A solar array 
atop it could provide 20 percent of the power needs for the 
development at the Ford site. However, while the pollution 
on the main Ford site has been fully remediated, Area C 
has not. We’re still in the data gathering phase, and it will 
be one to two years before we even figure out our cleanup 
options. Adding a solar array atop the dump site could 
complicate cleanup.

This fall, Ford is installing additional monitoring wells 
to better assess the risks that Area C poses. After a year 
or two’s worth of data, the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) will be able to lay out the health and 
environmental risks and a range of cleanup options for 

Ford to take. The MPCA has indicated that at least modest 
remediation will be required, and many neighbors and the 
Friends of the Mississippi River want the state to require 
Ford to remove their riverfront waste pile completely. 
Adding a solar array atop the waste could severely limit the 
range of cleanup options. Cost is one of the key criteria that 
the MPCA uses to select a cleanup option. If the array needs 
to be removed to clean up the site, it could add enough cost 
or time that any cleanup is dismissed as too costly.

Increasing our renewable energy production is crucial, 
but there are always tradeoffs to be mindful of. In this case, 
by rushing to build a relatively small solar array on a big 
pile of riverfront waste, we could essentially cement the 
waste into place by making its removal more expensive. 
City and project leaders need to coordinate their project 
timelines.

Colleen O’Connor Toberman
River Corridor Program Director

Friends of the Mississippi River

Delay the installation of solar array at Ford siteINBOX
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By Jane Mcclure

The ongoing debate over the need 
for more affordable housing in 
new St. Paul residential develop-

ments has delayed city action on a pro-
posed 60-unit apartment building at the 
southeast corner of James Avenue and 
Lexington Parkway. 

After much discussion on June 26, the 
city’s Planning Commission voted 11-1 
to postpone rezoning 1074-1096 James 
Ave. from single-family residential to 
multifamily residential. The request will 
go back to the commission on July 10.

Preliminary plans unveiled by de-
velopers Chet Funk, Nathan James and  
Erich Leidel earlier in June showed three 
to four levels of apartments above two 
levels of parking. Six houses would be 
removed to make way for the new build-
ing. The developers also have discussed 
plans to construct a second apartment 
building on the northeast corner of Lex-
ington and Randolph Avenue in partner-
ship with another property owner. That 
building would mean the removal of 
four dwellings.

Funk, a Summit Hill resident, said the 
delay would affect the timeline for the 
Lexington-James project, but that it was 
not a major concern. “We’re still early in 
the process of this development and are 
looking to work with all stakeholders on 
what the best use of this land will be in 
the decades to come,” he said.

Under state law, the Planning Com-
mission has until July 27 to act on the 
rezoning request.

While they are seeking the zoning 
change, the developers are also wait-
ing for pending changes to regulations 
in the city’s residential multifamily 
(RM) zoning code before moving ahead 
with the project. The changes would al-
low developers to add more density in  
projects on RM-zoned sites.

The Planning Commission held a 
public hearing on the RM zoning chang-
es this spring and hopes to take action 
this summer. The final decision will be 
up to the City Council.

The commission’s Zoning Committee 
voted in June to support the Lexington-
James rezoning. Still, several commis-
sioners expressed concern over the need 
for more residential developments in the 
city to provide affordable housing. 

“I want to see an affordable compo-
nent to this project, which in this neigh-
borhood is very important,” said com-
missioner Cedric Baker, “but I feel like 
our hands get tied.”

Baker said he is tired of “rubber-
stamping” development projects and 
not seeing more affordable housing 
units. 

Commissioner Kristine Grill asked if 
the Lexington-James project should be 
the one on which the commission takes 
a stand. While agreeing with the need 
to provide more affordable housing, she 
said, “I feel like we’re making this deci-
sion on the backs of small developers.”

The sole vote against the layover was 
cast by commissioner Nate Hood. He 
said the commission voted to “kick the 
can down the road” with an unneces-
sary delay to a developer who lives in the 
neighborhood and is actively engaged 
with the neighborhood.

“Until the City Council adopts an af-
fordable housing policy, which they 
should, the Planning Commission 
shouldn’t be delaying projects based on 
a policy that doesn’t exist,” he said.

An affordable housing policy is com-
ing, according to city planning director 
Luis Pereira. The Metropolitan Council’s 
Housing Policy Plan calls for the region 
to add 37,400 housing units for low- 
and moderate-income people. St. Paul’s 
share is estimated at 1,973 units at vary-
ing levels of affordability. 

At this time the path forward appears 
to be that of obtaining City Council ap-
proval for “inclusionary zoning.” Such 
zoning would require a given share of 
new construction to be affordable to 
people with low to moderate incomes.

A study of that zoning was paused due 
to COVID-19 and its impact on hous-
ing market conditions. Commissioners 
asked on June 26 to find a way to move 
the study along, possibly with housing 
market data from 2019 and earlier. Oth-
er steps include placing an emphasis on 
affordable housing in documents tied to 
zoning applications and amending the 
city’s 2040 comprehensive plan.

A preliminary sketch of the 60-unit apartment building planned for the southeast corner of 
Lexington Parkway and James Avenue, on the site of six single-family homes.

Commission delays Lexington-James rezoning
Debate centers on need 
for more residential 
projects in St. Paul to  
offer affordable housing
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By Frank Jossi

Movies at the Highland 
and Grandview theaters 
attracted a trickle of cus-

tomers during the first weekend 
they were open since being forced to 
close nearly four months ago due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Owned by Mann Theatres, the 
Highland and Grandview offered 
a lineup of classic films when they 
reopened on June 26. The theaters, 
whose four screens constitute the 
last two movie houses in St. Paul, 
have taken several precautions to 
ensure the safety of customers. 
Managers at both locations said pa-
trons played by the rules by social 
distancing and wearing masks.

With the pipeline to new movie 
releases shuttered by the pandemic 
for now, the Highland was showing 
the 1973 coming-of-age story Amer-
ican Graffiti and the more recent 
comic murder mystery Knives Out. 
The Grandview screened Twister, a 
1996 thriller about storm chasers 
in Oklahoma, and Willy Wonka & 
the Chocolate Factory, a 1971 musical 
starring Gene Wilder. 

The first weekend was “pretty 
slow,” said Alex Malave, general 
manager at the Highland. But the 
modest turnout allowed his staff to 
practice how to serve customers in a 
new environment. 

“It made it easy to open that way, 
and nearly 100 percent of the people 
were wearing masks,” Malave said. 
“It’s been interesting to adjust to the 
new normal, but I think we’re doing 
it.”

Both theaters have adopted many 
safeguards recommended by the 
Centers for Disease Control. The-
ater personnel suggest that patrons 
wear masks in the lobby, though 
they can take them off during the 
movies because they are seated far 
from one another, Malave said. 

In the theaters, every other row is 
roped off to maintain social distanc-
ing. Groups or families are allowed 
to sit together, but they must stay at 
least three seats from the next set of 
patrons. 

The Highland and Grandview, 
which were both built in the 1930s, 
have a maximum occupancy of 632 
and 487 people, respectively,  on 
their two levels.

Theater staff are disinfecting 
seats between films and cleaning 
bathrooms every 30 minutes, Ma-
lave said. Bathroom access is con-
trolled to avoid crowding. Conces-
sions remain open, but no refills are 
allowed. Hand sanitizer stations 
and disinfectant wipes are provided 
on request.

Mann Theatres requires employ-
ees to wear masks and gloves. Plexi-
glass partitions separate workers at 

the box office and at concessions. 
The theaters also have visual re-
minders about social distancing. 

The story at the Grandview was 
similar to the Highland. Assistant 
manager Jennifer Yeung described 
the first weekend as “slow” in 
part because few people knew the  
theater had reopened.  

Customers seemed pleased with 
the experience, according to her. 
“I’ve worked the two days and 
I’ve had no customers come to me 
with concerns,” Yeung said. “We 
do check the theater often to make 
sure people are spread out and that 
people are being careful.” 

Malave said Mann Theatres is 

The shows go on
Highland and Grandview reopen 
with safeguards, classic movies

By Casey ek

The St. Paul School Board on June 23 ap-
proved an $822 million budget for the 
St. Paul Public Schools for the 2020-21 

school year. The budget anticipates a decrease 
of 1,228 in enrollment districtwide, causing 
the loss of about $1.7 million in state aid, ac-
cording to Marie Schrul, the school district’s 
chief financial officer. That drop in enroll-
ment—to 35,458 students in grades K-12—
would offset any increase in revenue the 
school district receives through the 2 percent 
increase in the state’s per-pupil aid formula 
next year. 

However, changes in the budget are likely 

as the district grapples with the new opera-
tional guidelines instituted by the Minnesota 
Department of Education for preventing the 
spread of the coronavirus. “Not only are we 
still in this distant, remote environment (for 
student learning), but there are unknowns 
ahead of us,” said St. Paul Superintendent Jo-
seph Gothard. “I wish I could tell you today 
what they were.” 

The St. Paul Public Schools closed its class-
rooms this spring and instituted online learn-
ing from home for all of its students through 
the end of the school year. A decision from the 
state Department of Education on whether or 
not to resume online learning in September 
is pending, and that decision is likely to bring 

budget changes.
School districts around the state are plan-

ning on three possible scenarios for the com-
ing school year—online distance learning, 
in-person instruction or a hybrid of the two. A 
decision by the state on which model of learn-
ing to employ is expected during the week of 
July 27.

The St. Paul Public Schools’ approved bud-
get for 2020-21 reduces the number of full-
time staff by 138 districtwide. Seventy-nine of 
the reductions are teacher positions, and 39 
are teaching assistants. 

School district officials on June 16 chose 
not to renew the contracts of 46 teachers who 
were in the three-year probationary phase of 

their employment. Of those, 22 were not re-
newed based on budgetary concerns—the 
highest number since the 2010-11 school year. 
However, those 22 probationary teachers may 
be invited back to work as funds allow, ac-
cording to Kenyatta McCarty, who heads the 
district’s human resources department.

Of the $822 million budget, roughly $580 
million is included in the general fund, and 
of that about $250 million is allocated to 
individual schools. Building construction 
accounts for about $50 million of the bud-
get, and $28 million is devoted to Commu-
nity Services (Community Education, Early 
Childhood Family Education and Adult Basic  
Education).

School Board OKs budget with 1,228 drop in enrollment projected

Tammy Lohmann was one of the first 
patrons to return to the Highland 
Theatre when it reopened on June 26.  
General manager Alex Malare is shown 
admitting her for a matinee showing of 
American Graffiti. PHoTos by brAd sTAuffer

movies resume  c11
Grandview Theatre manager Henry Paddock wore CoVId-19 protection as he 
manned the concession counter on June 26. 

Uptown, New Brighton and Grand Avenue

The Single Safest Place
to Buy Your Glasses
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Applicants sought to fill School 
Board seat until Nov. 3 election

The St. Paul Public Schools is accepting 
applications to fill the vacancy on its seven-
member School Board created upon the death 
of former board chair Marny Xiong in June. 
Applications will be accepted until 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 21. Interviews will take place 
at a special meeting of the School Board  on 
Monday, July 27. The selected applicant will 
serve on the board until a special election is 
held in conjunction with the general election 
on Tuesday, November 3. 

To be eligible to serve on the School Board, 
applicants must be at least 21 years old, a resi-
dent of the school district for at least 30 days 
prior to their appointment, eligible to vote, 
and never  convicted as a sex offender.

To apply, send a letter describing your in-
terest in the position and a resume with day 
and evening phone numbers, e-mail address 
or fax number to Sarah Dahlke, Board Secre-
tary, St. Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne St., 
St. Paul MN 55102 or sarah.dahlke@spps.org. 

For information, visit spps.org/boe. 

Summit Hill House Tour is latest 
victim of coronavirus pandemic

The Summit Hill Association voted on June 
25 to cancel this year’s Summit Hill House 
Tour, which was set for September 13, due to 
safety concerns associated with COVID-19.

Instead, the SHA will work with the Ramsey 
Hill Association to hold a joint house tour in 
2021. The district council and the neighbor-
hood association have alternated hosting 
house tours for years. The events are major 
fundraisers for both organizations.

The house tour joins a long list of annual 
events, including Grand Old Day, Highland 
Fest and Rondo Days, that have been canceled 
this year due to the pandemic.

SHA began discussing the prospect of no 
2020 house tour earlier this year. With uncer-
tainty about the pandemic, board members 
said a postponement and a change in direc-
tion were necessary. 

“I think it could be a win-win for both 
groups,” said SHA executive director Monica 
Haas. She said a joint tour could be “bigger 
and better” than what has been held before.

People who have already purchased tickets 
for this year’s tour should contact the SHA of-
fice at 651-222-1222 for information.

United Village and Uni-Fairview 
projects receive cleanup grants

The Metropolitan Council last month 
awarded $3 million in polluted-site cleanup 
grants and $500,000 in additional grants 
that promote redevelopment and economic 
opportunity in the region. The grants are ex-
pected to help clean up 33 acres, create or re-

tain more than 600 full-time jobs, and help to 
produce and preserve more than 1,200 homes.

Two local projects received cleanup grants. 
The United Village Midway Block B devel-
opment west of Allianz Field was awarded 
$125,000 for the cleanup of a 2.4-acre site that 
is currently a surface parking lot. Plans call 
for 234 market-rate apartments and 15,500 
square feet of commercial space over struc-
tured parking.

Receiving a $111,800 grant was developer 
Reuter Walton to clean up a 3.2-acre site that 
currently has four vacant buildings and sur-
face parking at the northwest corner of Uni-
versity and Fairview avenues. The develop-
ment will include 280 affordable apartments 
and 2,440 square feet of commercial space 
with underground and surface parking.

The Met Council also awarded a predevel-
opment grant of $100,000 to the YWCA of St. 
Paul, which is looking to redevelop its prop-
erty at Selby and Western avenues.

Keystone Community Services, which 
wants to build a new food distribution site 
near Lexington Parkway and University Av-
enue, was also awarded a $100,000 predevel-
opment grant.

The St. Paul City Council in June applied 
for additional grants, including $500,000 for 
the Reuter Walton project and $600,000 for 
a housing project by PAK Properties at 1619 
Dayton Ave., just north of the former Richards 
Gordon School.

HRA grants $98K for apartments 
serving homeless in Lowertown 

The St. Paul Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority board voted unanimously on June 
24 to approve a forgivable loan of $98,000 to 
boost the capital reserves at American House 
Apartments in Lowertown as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

American House, 352 Wacouta St., has 70 
single rooms for adults who have been home-
less. The building was acquired by Beacon In-
terfaith Housing Collaborative in 2010 from 
the Wilder Foundation. The project does not 
generate cash flow. With its shared space, it 
also poses increased health risks during the 
pandemic. Residents face elevated risks of be-
coming sick because many have underlying 
health conditions or disabilities.

Current tenants in some units may be un-
able to meet their rent obligations due to the 
economic impact of the pandemic. The prop-
erty owners also are experiencing higher op-
erating costs related to increased cleaning 
and other health measures. Federal Housing 
and Urban Development officials are allowing 
projects like American House to set up capital-
ized reserves to preserve the financial viability 
of the housing.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and Dale Mischke.

currently focusing on running older films, a 
common practice as theaters reopen around 
the country. The movies include Raiders of the 
Lost Ark, Jaws, E.T., Jurassic Park, Dirty Dancing, 
The Greatest Showman and The Goonies.

Steven Spielberg either directed, wrote or 
produced many of the films now showing at 
theaters. Spielberg was associated with five of 
the Top 10 grossing films in late June, with Ju-
rassic Park on top for the first time since 1993. 

“Spielberg is to summer movies what the 
Beach Boys are to summer songs,” said Na-
tional Public Radio film critic Bob Mondello. 
“No one is better at making audiences sweat 
and feel good at the same time, which is 
why people craving escape from a pandemic 
and social turmoil naturally gravitate to his  
movies.”

10b movies resume

A floor marker at the Grandview reminding pa-
trons to practice safe social distancing.

NeighborCare
in-home support by Episcopal Homes

www.episcopalhomes.org/neighborcare

651-444-4000

If you or someone you know is looking for an alternative 
to assisted living, consider calling NeighborCare, a new 
kind of in-home support. Support is offered 24-hours 
a day through the push of a button and there is no 
minimum time requirement.

An alternative to 
assisted living

News Briefs

Create change.
Promote equitable communities and homeownership.

Learn more at 
spaar.com

Learn about and volunteer with Mapping Prejudice on July 15, 2020. Registration 
required. Contact SPAAR at spaar@spaar.com or (651) 776-6000 by July 13.
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ExcEllEnt  compassionatE carE

Wellness Care • Surgery
Acupuncture • Dentistry 

Internal Medicine
Laser Therapy

1140 Grand Ave, St. Paul 55105 
651-224-3038
www.grandavevet.com

Dr. ann Brownlee
Dr. Heather taylor

Dr. Jen seidl
Dr. Karen christopherson

Quality home health care since 1991.

Your Home,
Your Independence.

Call or stop by for 
complimentary consultation.

763-546-1000  275 E 4th St | Suite 781
inhomepersonalcare.com

Monday - Saturday 9 - 6, Sunday 12 - 5

1526 St. Clair Ave
(651) 690-1692
mastels.com

10% OFF
Your Entire Order!
Sale items excluded, expires 8/15/20

Vitamins • Minerals • Supplements • Herbs
Grocery • Personal Care • Homeopathy • TCM

Locally owned and independent for 50 years!

The following crime incidents were compiled 
from St. Paul and Mendota Heights police depart-
ment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 1900 block of Bayard Avenue at 
5:51 p.m. Thursday, June 11.

Burglary—Commercial burglaries were  
reported on the 2400 block of West Seventh 
Street at 4 a.m. Saturday, June 13; and at the 
Speedway, 1580 Ford Pkwy., at 3:20 p.m.  
Saturday, June 13.

—Residential burglaries were reported on 
the 1600 block of Bohland Avenue on June 15, 
the 2400 block of Edgcumbe Road on June 16, 
the 1300 block of Edgcumbe on June 21 and 
the 600 block of South Snelling Avenue on 
June 23.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1700 
block of Wordsworth Avenue on June 13, the 
1300 block of West Maynard Drive on June 
19, the 2000 block of Itasca Avenue on June 
22 and the 2100 block of Hartford Avenue on 
June 24. 

—Thefts from autos of items valued at 
more than $1,000 were reported on June 13 on 
the 2000 block of Pinehurst Avenue; on June 
16 on the 1200 block of Colette Place, the 2000 
block of Yorkshire Avenue and the 2500 block 
of Crosby Farm Road; on June 18 on the 1800 
block of Munster Avenue; and on June 20 on 
the 1400 block of South Mississippi River 
Boulevard.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on  Pleas-
ant Avenue, on Highland Parkway and Dav-
ern Street, on Munster Avenue and on South 
Cleveland Avenue between June 11-24.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 1100 block of Selby Avenue at 
4:40 p.m. Tuesday, June 16.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1100 
block of Selby Avenue on June 16, on Concor-
dia and Hamline avenues on June 17, and on 
the 1300 block of Marshall Avenue on June 18.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—Strong-arm robberies were re-

ported on Grand and Hamline avenues at 7:44 
p.m. Friday, June 12; on Prior and Summit Av-
enues at 11 p.m. Saturday, June 13; on the 1300 
block of Grand Avenue at 9:19 p.m. Friday, 
June 19; and on the 2100 block of Grand at 1:43 
a.m. Monday, June 2. 

—A robbery at gunpoint was reported on 
Albert Street and Goodrich Avenue at 9:12 
p.m. Friday, June 19.

—A robbery was reported on the 1200 
block of Wellesley Avenue at 5:21 p.m. Tues-
day, June 23.

—A commercial robbery at gunpoint was 
reported on the 1300 block of Randolph  
Avenue at 7:32 p.m. Tuesday, June 23.

Burglary—A burglary was reported on the 
200 block of South Hamline Avenue at 12:38 
p.m. Tuesday, June 23.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 400 
block of South Lexington Parkway on  June 

12, on the 2200 block of Fairmount Avenue on 
June 22, and two vehicles on the 400 block of 
South Snelling Avenue on June 23.  

—Thefts from autos of items valued at 
more than $1,000 were reported on the 1800 
block of Princeton Avenue on June 14, the 300 
block of South Saratoga Street on June 15, the 
200 block of South Fairview Avenue on June 
21, and two thefts on the 1900 block of Stan-
ford Avenue on June 22.  

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on 
Woodlawn Avenue, on Cleveland and Ran-
dolph avenues, on Cleveland and Grand 
avenues, and on South Lexington Parkway  
between June 11-23. 

Mendota Heights
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 1000 block of Brompton Place 
at 4 p.m. Tuesday, June 16. The suspects were 
never located.

Theft—Several items were reported stolen 
from vehicles on the 2000 block of Menda-
kota Drive on June 12, and the 2000 block of 
Dodd Road on June 14. 

—A newly planted weeping pine tree was 
stolen from the front yard of a residence on 
the 900 block of Chippewa Avenue during the 
evening of June 13-14.

—Trailers were reported stolen on the 1000 
block of Sylvandale Road during the evening 
of June 17-18 and on Beebe Avenue at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 18.

Miscellaneous—Police responded to a call 
about a resident who had fallen and could not 
get up on the 1600 block of Dodd Road at 6:17 
p.m. Thursday, June 18. The individual report-
edly had driven himself home from a bar, and 
was extremely intoxicated. He was taken to 
the hospital. 

Merriam Park
Robbery—A robbery at knifepoint was re-

ported on the 1900 block of University Avenue 
at 12:24 p.m. Saturday, June 13.

—Robberies at gunpoint were reported on 
the 1900 block of Marshall Avenue at 7:17 p.m. 
Thursday, June 18; and on Carroll and Fairview 
avenues at 8:35 p.m. Sunday, June 21.

—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 
Fry Street and Hague Avenue at 8:54 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 20.

Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-
ported on the 400 block of Dewey Street at 10 
p.m. Saturday, June 13.

—A residential burglary was reported on 
the 1700 block of Marshall Avenue at 11 p.m. 
Friday, June 19.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on Marshall 
Avenue and Moore Street on June 12, on the 
400 block of Dewey Street on June 13, the 400 
block of West Lynnhurst Avenue on June 14, 
the 400 block of Herschel Street on June 16, 
the 1600 block of Selby Avenue on June 18, the 
1700 block of Carroll Avenue on June 22 and 
the 1600 block of Selby on June 23.

—Thefts from auto of items valued at more 
than $1,000 were reported on Aldine Street 
and Ashland Avenue on June 14, the 1700 block 
of Marshall Avenue on June 15, and on Ashland 
and Saratoga Street on June 23.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
1600 block of Dayton Avenue at 8 a.m. Satur-
day, June 20.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a gun 
was reported on Snelling and Dayton avenues 
at 7:56 p.m. Wednesday, June 24.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Igle-
hart Avenue, on Concordia Avenue, on Des-
noyer Avenue, on Riverwood Place, on Feronia 
Avenue and on University Avenue between 
June 11-21.

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 1500 block of University Avenue 
at 2:40 p.m. Sunday, June 21.

Burglary—Commercial burglaries were 
reported on Syndicate Street and Ashland Av-
enue on June 14, the 300 block of North Snel-
ling Avenue on June 16, the 200 block of North 
Hamline Avenue on June 21, on Snelling and 
Ashland avenues on June 22, and on the 1400 
block of University Avenue on June 22.

Theft—A theft from auto of items valued 
at more than $1,000 was reported on the 1500 
block of Carroll Avenue at 11 p.m. Saturday, 
June 13.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
knife was reported on Selby and Snelling av-
enues at 12:30 p.m. Friday, June 19.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Selby 
and Snelling avenues on Thursday, June 18. 

Summit Hill
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 800 block of Osceola Avenue at 
2:11 p.m. Saturday, June 13.

—Robberies at gunpoint were reported on 
Dale Street and Grand Avenue at 9:20 p.m. Fri-
day, June 19; on the 800 block of Grand at 6:37 
a.m. Saturday, June 20; and on Dale Street and 
Lincoln Avenue at 9:29 p.m. Saturday, June 20. 

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 900 block of Lincoln Avenue on June 11, 
the 800 block of Summit Avenue on June 13, 
the 800 block of Lincoln on June 14, on Grand 
Avenue and Victoria Street on June 14, and the 
600 block of Grand on June 18.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Fair-
mount Avenue and Chatsworth Street on June 
14, and on Dale Street and Summit Avenue on 
June 15. 

Summit-University
Robbery—Strong-arm robberies were re-

ported on Ashland Avenue and Milton Street 
at 2:16 p.m. Saturday, June 13; on the 900 
block of Portland Avenue at 12:54 p.m. Mon-
day, June 15; and on the 1000 block of Univer-
sity Avenue at 9:16 p.m. Saturday, June 20.

—Robberies at gunpoint were reported on 
Dayton Avenue and Arundel Street at 4:26 
p.m. Saturday, June 13; on Grotto Street and 
Selby Avenue at 2:07 a.m. Monday, June 15; 
and on the 500 block of Holly Avenue at 1 p.m. 
Monday, June 15.

Burglary—Commercial break-ins were re-
ported on the 200 block of Marshall Avenue at 
9 p.m. Monday, June 15; and on the 400 block 
of Selby Avenue at 4:11 a.m. Tuesday, June 16.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on June 17 on 
the 800 block of Concordia Avenue; on June 
19 on Dale Street and Ashland Avenue; on 
June 20 on the 600 block of Portland Avenue 
and 700 block of Concordia Avenue; on June 
21 on the 400 block of Dale Street; and on June 
22 on the 1000 block of Dayton Avenue, on 
Milton Street and Ashland, and on Lexington 
Parkway and Summit Avenue. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with a gun 
was reported on Selby Avenue and Dale Street 
at 11:03 p.m. Friday, June 12.

Weapons—Police received more than a 
dozen reports of gunfire in the Summit-Uni-
versity neighborhood south of I-94 between 
June 13-24.

West End
Robbery—A robbery a gunpoint was re-

ported on the 400 block of North Smith Av-
enue at 9:20 a.m. Friday, June 19.

Burglary—Residential burglaries were re-
ported on the 900 block of Bayard Avenue on 
June 11, the 100 block of Forbes Avenue on June 
13, the 700 block of South Victoria Street on 
June 14 and the 200 block of South Exchange 
Street on June 22.

—A commercial break-in was reported on 
the 1100 block of West Seventh Street at 1:07 
a.m. Monday, June 15. 

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 100 
block of Forbes Avenue on June 13, the 400 
block of North Smith Avenue on June 17, the 
200 block of Grand Avenue and 900 block of 
West Seventh Street on June 19, the 300 block 
of Arbor Street on June 21, the 300 block of 
West Seventh on June 22 and the 400 block of 
North Smith on June 23.

—A theft from auto of items valued at more 
than $1,000 was reported on the 1200 block 
of Pleasant Avenue at midnight Tuesday, June 
23. 

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
600 block of Palace Avenue at 9:41 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 18.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Vance 
Street on June 14, on Michigan Street and Rich-
mond Avenue on June 16, the 700 block of Otto 
Avenue on June 22, and Tuscarora Avenue and 
West Seventh Street on June 23.

Crime Report

The following local calls were gathered from  
recent reports by the St. Paul Police Department 
and other sources.

St. Paul—Arson fires were reported on the 
1500 block of Marshall Avenue on June 14, the 
1400 block of University Avenue on June 16, 
on Prior and St. Anthony avenues on June 18, 
the 1000 block of University Avenue on June 
18 and the 1300 block of East Maynard Drive 
on June 20.

Mendota Heights—The contents of two 
trash cans were lit on fire on the 2100 block 
of Dodd Road, it was reported at 8:30 a.m.  
Monday, June 22.

Fire Calls
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651.228.9102     
authconst.com740 Grand Ave mn license #Bc005210

ContACt Us for yoUr 
Home offiCe remodel

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

we know the 
way home

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 Drycleaning
          Some exclusions, expires 8/15/20. 
       Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri
9am-5pm

St. Paul automotiveSt. Paul automotive
automobile DiagnoStic maintenance & RePaiR Facility

651-298-0956 
910 Randolph (between Lexington & W. 7th)

stpaulautomotive.net

Join our
viP oil club

SummeR
car care
Package

$7995
ac RePaiR 

SPecialiStS

By Anne Murphy

Eric Holthaus says he has 
done some of his best 
thinking at Hidden Falls 

Park, and some of his best writing 
at Quixotic Coffee in Highland 
Village, including the manuscript 
for his new book, The Future Earth: 
A Radical Vision for What’s Possible in 
the Age of Warming. 

A Highland Park resident and 
a journalist with a specialty in 
weather and climate change, 
Holthaus said his book takes an 
optimistic view, encouraging 
readers to do their part and help 
solve the problem of climate 
change on the local, national and 
global level. 

“I felt that other books (on 
climate change) had been done 
before—books that tell you how 
bad things are and how bad they’re 
going to get,” Holthaus said. “But I 
hadn’t read one that offers hope. I 
thought that this would be a more 
compelling way to tell people that 
they can be a part of the solution.

“In some ways, it’s much easier 
to imagine things going badly,” he 
said, “but it’s a lot more interesting 
when you write about a future 
when the struggle has been difficult 
but in the end everyone and 
everything comes together. This is a 
moment when we have the chance 
to deviate from business as usual. 
We can deviate from the idea of the 
future being this dystopic world. 
We can think about what the world 
will look like if we do what we need 
to do.”

In The Future Earth, Holthaus 
familiarizes readers with the perils 
of climate change by pointing to 
the natural disasters that have 
been linked to carbon emissions: 
floods, hurricanes and droughts. 
He introduces climatologists, 
biologists, economists and activists 
and relates his personal experiences 
that contributed to his vision for 
reversing climate change over the 

next three decades. 
Holthaus’ vision is rooted in 

what he has observed, learned 
and contemplated. “I grew up in a 
small town in Kansas,” he said. “We 
weren’t radical or revolutionary. So 
much of what has been written in 
the past (about climate change) has 
been science-oriented. I wanted to 
humanize it.

“Western Kansas gets about the 
same amount of rainfall each year 
as southern Arizona,” he continued. 
“What will happen when that 
aquifer dwindles to the point it’s no 
longer useful for agriculture? What 
will happen to my old hometown? 
What will happen to the countless 
other small towns and the families 
who call them home?

“Minnesota is the fastest-
warming state in the country,” he 
said. “We’re losing native plants 
and animals at an alarming rate, 
just as fast as in the Pacific Islands. 
I often wonder, will the forest in 
our backyard survive? Will our 
mosquitoes begin to carry tropical 
diseases? Will our neighbors 
continue to welcome refugees and 
climate migrants?  Will we come 
together and create the change we 
need soon enough?

“I can’t ignore the fact that I’m 
raising kids who will be here for 
hopefully many more decades,” he 
said. “In a few years, they’ll start 
asking tough questions. I want to 
have answers. That makes climate 
change personal. For me, that 
makes it about love.”

Early on in the book, Holthaus 
suggests that the best route to 
reversing climate change involves 
community conversation and 
social movements. He writes: “On 
a pleasant spring evening on the 
campus of Macalester College 
in St. Paul, I sat in on a Sunrise 
Movement town hall meeting just 
as the 2020 presidential campaign 
was beginning to heat up. Less than 
a mile away, the Mississippi River 
was cresting at one of the highest 

levels ever recorded in Minnesota, 
part of an unprecedented spring 
flood that spanned more than a 
dozen states across the Midwest. 

“One of the later speakers was 
Christie Manning, a Macalester 
environmental psychologist, who 
told the students that her own 
research shows that in a world 
where the vast majority of our 
elected representatives and other 
elites in society might privately 
agree with the climate movement 
but publicly oppose action, social 
movements like Sunrise are primed 
to create rapid change. The most 
effective way to break through this 
dissonance, she said, is storytelling, 
because it personalizes the problem 
and makes it feel more immediate, 
which physically changes your 
brain chemistry and is more likely 
to generate empathy.” 

Holthaus learned that what 
he heard at Macalester was 
supported by Harvard University 
political scientist Erica Chenoweth. 
Chenoweth, he writes, “discovered 

a surprising and empowering truth 
about the science of revolution: 
Throughout the 20th century, every 
single nonviolent movement to 
create political change that received 
active participation from at least 
3.5 percent of the population 
succeeded.”

“In the U.S.,” he said, “that works 
out to about 15 million people. 
That’s a lot. But in St. Paul, it might 
be like 15,000 people.” 

In the chapters that follow, 
Holthaus lays out his call to action 
as if he were writing in the future 
and looking back at the steps 
that have already been taken 
to successfully address climate 
change. Included in his vision of 
the future are steps that could have 
been or may yet be taken in his 
adopted hometown. He writes:

“St. Paul put its plan together in 
the 2010s and prepared for a radical 
transformation by 2040. It began 
implementing steps to electrify 
and remodel every building in the 
city to exclusively use renewable 

energy; install community-
owned solar gardens; reduce 
driving by eliminating parking, 
adding  congestion pricing and 
removing highways; allow self-
driving electric cars, e-bikes and 
scooters for  last-mile transit; add 
hundreds of miles of new bike lanes 
and sidewalks on  every street; and 
reduce waste by 80 percent.  

“Comparable in scope and 
ambition to the plans in New York 
City and cities in California, the 
initiative in St. Paul—in the heart 
of the Midwest— demonstrated to 
the rest of the country that carbon-
free cities were possible…. 

“…A new streetcar route started 
passing through our neighborhood, 
Highland Park, in 2033 when my 
boys were in high school. An old 
Ford assembly plant down the road 
was transformed into an entirely 
new walkable, bike-friendly, zero-
carbon neighborhood.” 

Holthaus believes that to address 
climate change, people need 
to begin conversations in their 
neighborhoods. “Change starts on 
the local scene,” he said. And the 
work needs to be ongoing. 

“If you go to the grocery and drop 
off a donation, that’s helpful, but it 
doesn’t solve the problem,” he said. 
“Activism needs to be a continuing 
effort. It may feel overwhelming 
initially, until you start to think of it 
as a collective effort.”

A climate 
for change
Author Holthaus imagines 
a future where humanity 
has solved global warming

Highland Park resident Eric Holtaus’ new book, The Future Earth: A Radical Vision for What’s Possible in the Age of Warming, 
imagines a time when the problem of climate change has been solved and how we got there. PHoto by brad StauffEr

Holthaus believes that to address climate 
change, people need to begin conversations 
in their neighborhoods. “Change starts on 

the local scene,” he said. And the work needs 
to be ongoing. “It may feel overwhelming 
initially,” he said, “until you start to think 

of it as a collective effort.”
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Music
The Minnesota Opera is offering a series 
of past performances as audio recordings 
that can be streamed online. The schedule 
includes Mas senet’s sensual and melodic 
Thais through July 12; Joel Puckett and Eric 
Simonson’s The Fix, set against the backdrop 
of America’s favorite pastime, through July 
19; and Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro from 
July 11-26. Visit mnopera.org.

The Oratorio Society of Minnesota has 
teamed up with the Mendelssohn Choir of 
Pittsburgh to offer Candid Conversations, 
a weekly program combining professional 
vocal coaching with lectures on choral music. 
The free, online program will run from 
7-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays, July 8-August 5. 
(To access the program, visit oratorio.org or 
themendelssohn.org.)  Each class begins with 
a 20-minute vocal warmup and question-
and-answer session with tips on vocal 
technique and practice methods. A lecture 
or discussion will follow. Speakers include 
soprano Jamie Chamberlin and Oratorio 
Society director Matthew Mehaffey on July 8; 
opera singer Kiera Duffy and St. Olaf College 
professor Tesfa Wondemagegnehu, July 15; 
and soprano Elisabeth Stevens and Border 
CrosSing founder Ahmed Anzaldúa, July 22.

Jazz Fest Live will be live-streamed on 
Crowdcast on Thursdays, July 9 through 
August 27, from the patio of Crooner’s 
Lounge and Supper Club in Fridley. The 
schedule of free online performances 
includes Rio Nido at 7 p.m. on July 9, an 
evening of showtunes with Tyler Michaels 
and Friends at 7 p.m. July 16, Laura Caviani 
at 5:30 p.m. July 23, and the songs of Jerome 
Kern with Maud Hixson at 8:30 p.m. July 
30. A limited number of tickets to attend the 

concert in person are available for purchase. 
Visit twincitiesjazzfestival.com.

Haydn Quartet in FM and Piston Quartet 
No.1 will be performed by the Artaria String 
Quartet in a prerecorded concert at 7 p.m. 
Friday, July 17, on YouTube. Artaria will 
introduce the music live and answer chat 
line questions. They invited their audience 
to join them in a “Zoom room” for a spirited 
conversation right after the concert. The 
entire program is free, though donations 
($20 suggested) are welcome. Visit youtu.be/
Rsw-I-ujn5c.

Exhibits
“Visual Prayer,” new works by the Interfaith 
Artist Circle of the Twin Cities, are on view 
through August 31 at sabesjcc.org/about/
visual-prayer-online-exhibit. The Interfaith 
Artist Circle is a group of visual artists who 
pursue art as a spiritual journey. Founded in 
2005 as the Jewish Women Artists’ Circle, 
the group now includes women artists from 
multiple faiths. 

 “Public Art: The Permanent Collection of 
Landmark Center” is on view now through 
August 8 at landmarkcenter.org. Each week 
another piece from Landmark Center’s 
extensive collection will be added to the 
website along with links to learn more about 
the artists, their art forms and how to create 
art in the spirit of these artists. 

Books
The Friends of the St. Paul Public Library 
is offering for free download through August 
23 the e-book A Good Time for the Truth: Race 
in Minnesota. Published by the Minnesota 
Historical Society in 2016 and edited by Sun 

Yung Shin, the Friends’ “One Book, One 
Minnesota” selection is a series of essays by 
16 Minnesota writers about what it is like 
to be a person of color in this state. Reading 
guides, conversation facilitators and virtual 
discussions on the book are also available. 
For more information, visit thefriends.org.

“The Power of Stories to Heal,” a free 
on line reading and discussion, will be led 
by writers Wendy Brown-Baez, Michael 
Kiesow Moore and Pamela Fletcher Bush at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, July 15. Brown-Baez is the 
author of Heart on the Page: A Portable Writing 

Work shop. Moore is the author of the poetry 
collections What to Pray For and The Song 
Castle. Bush, a former English professor at St. 
Catherine University, is executive director of 
St. Paul Almanac. Registration is required for 
the program. Visit subtextbooks.com.

Song for My Baby and Other Stories author 
Christopher Bremicker will discuss his new 
book and other literary issues with writer 
Lee Baker in an online program at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 22. The program is free, but 
registration is required. Visit subtextbooks.
com. 

“Art at St. Kate’s.” The 13th annual summer showcase of local artists on the St. Catherine 
University campus will return in an online format from Friday through Sunday, July 10-12, due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Sponsored by the Artists’ Circle, the juried fair will feature everything from 
paintings, earrings and pottery to silk scarves, leather purses and metal sculpture. To view the list 
of artists and images of their work, visit artistscircle.org. Pictured above is a collage by participating 
West End artist Kristin Schue.
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castlebri.com/impressiveprogressive
Reserve your seat today:
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Join us for our FREE virtual
Impressive Progressive 

home tour event. 

- Tour two impressive remodel projects
- Q & A with our sta�

- Limited tickets available

FREE
VIRTUAL
EVENT
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Location. Location. Location.
What’s true about the value of real estate is equally true about the value of advertising.
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Upcoming REAL ESTATE iSSUE    
July 22

Reserve ad space by: July 16

It’s a truism in the real estate industry: Neighborhoods that have stood the 
test of time and weathered economic downturns are more likely to attract 
buyers who in turn want to maintain the value of their homes.* That’s an 
apt description of the neighborhoods—and neighbors—the Villager covers. 
Which is why advertising in the Villager’s upcoming Real Estate Issue is an 
even more valuable location for your promotional message.

For more information, call 651-699-1462 or 
email displayads@myvillager.com



WEDNESDAY, julY 8, 2020  mYVIllAGER.com pAGE 15

SPORTS
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Even runners are 
adjusting to virus 

As the sports world becomes accustomed to new 
restrictions due to COVID-19, one might have thought 
that long-distance running was one sport that would 

retain a fairly normal routine. After all, a runner can go at his 
or her own pace to keep some social distancing, right? 

That may be so for those who are just out for some exercise. 
It’s a different story to the hardcore runners who compete in 
races. 

One of the latest victims of the coronavirus was the 
Medtronic Twin Cities Marathon and all of its related events. 
Twin Cities in Motion (TCIM), which oversees the race, 
recently announced that the 39th annual marathon will still 
take place, but with a very different format. You may still 
see some marathoners running on Summit Avenue, but you 
won’t see them in groups with spectators cheering them on.

Mike Logan, a Highland Park High School graduate who 
serves as TCIM’s president, delivered the bad news that the 
Twin Cities Marathon will be a virtual event this year on 
weekends throughout October. Competitors will clock their 
own times and send them in. The same will be true for the 
5K, 10K and 10-mile races that have been part of marathon 
weekend for years. 

“We gave this a lot of thought,” Logan said about the races 
that were originally scheduled for October 2-4. “We had a 
couple of different scenarios, but after consulting with the 
MASC (Minnesota Amateur Sports Commission) and state 
health directors, this was the right thing to do.”

It was also important to do it early before the influx 
of runners from all over the world made flight and hotel 
reservations. “We already had 3,300 people registered (for the 
marathon),” Logan said. “We have to contact all of them.” 

TCIM has a professional recruiter who goes on the prowl 
to get the best runners in the world to come to town. That 
recruiter now has to reach out to runners in Africa, Asia and 
other distant locales to suggest they wait until next year. 
Marathoners received further bad news two days later when 
the New York City Marathon—the largest in the country—
was also cancelled for 2020.

So instead of lining up in a pack, everybody who wants to 
compete and is willing to pay the $94 fee can simply send in 
their times. “It’s an honor system,” Logan said. Some folks 
who had paid in advance will get partial refunds, according 
to him.

Devin Monson, head cross-country coach at Hamline 
University and a former participant in the marathon’s 10K 
race, grimaced at the thought of the do-it-yourself routine. 
“I’ve watched a couple of people do it already,” he said. “It 
doesn’t look like fun.”

We’ve all heard of the loneliness of the long-distance 
runner. We’ve all seen high school and college cross-country 
hopefuls jogging alone in anticipation of a fall season. We 
also know about the new restrictions that are in place so 
that baseball games, from the youth level to the pros, can be 
played this summer. Football, volleyball and soccer players 
also are practicing in smaller groups in the hope that they’ll 
be able to play this fall.

Cross-country has its own set of issues to deal with. To 
an outsider, it may come as a surprise that runners develop 
a camaraderie. They have teammates they like to run with, 
either because they can push each other or are just friends. 
However, come race day those friendships are put on hold. 
Cross-country runners are just as hard-nosed competitors as 
any member of the Minnesota Vikings.

Like a lot of coaches, Monson is slowly forging a path for 
his team this fall. Though there are meets where runners 
compete, the only ones that really matter are at the end of the 
season. The MIAC Championships are currently scheduled 
for October 31 at St. Olaf College. The NCAA Central Regional 
is at the same course two weeks later, with the finals set for 
November 21 in Terre Haute, Indiana.

High school runners get their chance to shine at the section 
meets, which also are held the last week of October. Those 
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The St. Paul Diamond’s Joe Cobb slides safely into second during a 4-2 loss to Irondale on June 29. PhoToS By Lou MIChaeLS

Taking the field—It’s a whole new  
ballgame for Legion/VFW teams this summer

By Bill Wagner

Youth baseball games finally 
started up late last month, with 
safety precautions in place due 

to concerns over the coronavirus pan-
demic. That was welcome news for local 
youngsters who lost their entire spring 
seasons. However, many of the teams 
that formerly played American Legion 
and VFW schedules have had to regroup 
as play resumed.

With Legion, VFW and other play al-
ready cancelled because of COVID-19 
concerns, the Minnesota Youth Athletic 
Services (MYAS) and Metro Baseball 
League teamed up to salvage the sum-
mer season by forming the Baseball 
Alliance of Minnesota. The two orga-
nizations usually compete for pretty 

much the same pool of players, but now 
they’re working together.

“Metro Baseball is competitive with 
us, but we talked about this and were 
able to come together,” said MYAS ex-
ecutive director Dawson Blanck. 

He emphasized that the resumption 
of play comes with social distancing and 
other guidelines in place. “Everybody 
needs do their part  in regard to safety,” 
he said. “If not, the fear is that we’ll get 
locked down again.”

“We’ve gone above what’s being rec-
ommended now (for safety),” said Kim 
Eul, administrator for the Metro Base-
ball League.

Among the safety precautions insti-
tuted this summer are instructions that 
parents not watch their youngsters prac-
tice. There is to be no sharing of equip-

ment and no handshaking 
between players. Some teams 
were experimenting with hav-
ing only one or two umpires 
call a game, though other early 
games had four-person umpir-
ing crews. Spectators also were 
being urged to observe social 
distancing.

Eul said allowing baseball 
games to resume should give a 
boost for youngsters who were 
craving to play after all sports 
were canceled this spring. He 
cited many emails from par-
ents pleading to allow their 
kids back on the field.

“We thought we’d be play-
ing ball in May,” Eul said. “This 
year was probably the best 
spring (weather) we’ve ever 
had and the kids didn’t get to 
play.”

According to Blanck, there 
are approximately 900 teams 
under the combined purview 
of the MYAS and Metro Base-
ball League covering about 
half of the state. The way the 
reopening of outdoor sports 
was regulated by the state, full 

team practices and scrimmages were al-
lowed to begin on June 24, followed two 
weeks later by games pitting teams that 
are geographically close to one another. 
Two weeks after that, teams could con-
sider expanding competition beyond 
their local towns. 

There are two segments of summer 
competition: one for players who lost 
their Legion or VFW seasons, and anoth-
er for those ages 9-19 who play games 
sponsored by local baseball groups or 
who sign up on their own. As of late 
June, some teams remained largely  
intact and some not.

“We’re mostly the same team, ex-
cept that we’re not under the Legion or 
VFW,” said Bobby Thompson, coach of 
the West St. Paul Challengers, which is 
composed of recent graduates and in-
coming seniors from Henry Sibley High 
School and St. Thomas Academy. 

Two other longtime local Legion 
teams—the Hamline Red and Hamline 
Purple—no longer exist. However, a 
new St. Paul Diamond team coached by 
Rob Thompson has emerged with play-
ers largely from St. Paul Academy, but 
also some from Central High School and 
Cretin-Derham Hall.

There also is no longer a Giantvalley 
Legion entry in the new format. How-
ever, Minnehaha Academy head coach 
Scott Glenn now manages a team that 
is known simply as Minnehaha and 
competes in the same small-school di-
vision as Minnetonka, Highland Park, 
Bell Plaine, Holy Family and Norwood/
Young America.

Glenn said that, in contrast to past 
years with Giantvalley, his team has 
only three eligible Minnehaha Academy 
seniors playing for the new squad this 
summer. Other players hail from Heri-
tage and Concordia academies.

As July approached, Glenn said that 
his squad was still waiting to receive in-
surance certification to have access to its 
home field.

Still, he said, if his team had to play all 
road games this summer, “so be it.”

Sitting out in the open serves as the new dugout for 
members of the St. Paul Diamond baseball team.
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who place well there advance to the state meet scheduled for  
November 7, also at St. Olaf.

This is one time where high schools and colleges are likely 
to be following similar rules. Practices are easy enough with 
runners going out in smaller groups, but meets will have to 
undergo a few changes.

“The biggest difference is there won’t be any fans allowed,” 
Monson said. In past meets, teams could have as many 
runners as they want. The roster sizes this year might be 
limited. 

Coaches are still discussing the best way to send the 
runners off. “In a smaller meet, they might have individual 
boxes for each team,” Monson said. “In larger ones, they just 
have to space everyone out.” 

Once the runners start, the risk is considered minimal 
because they’re outside and they often separate themselves 
quickly. 

One problem that hasn’t been solved yet is the subject of 
portable toilets. Each team will have to come prepared for its 
own emergency. Then again, any cross-country runner worth 

his or her salt is likely to come up with a plan there. 
On your mark, get set—go.

Follow your teams over the airwaves
It appears that professional baseball, basketball, soccer 

and hockey teams will resume playing soon. That’s the good 
news. The bad news is it appears highly unlike any of us will 
be able to get to watch the games in person. 

If you want to see the Twins, Lynx, Loons or Wild play, 
you’ll probably have to settle for watching them on television. 
That should please saloon owners who went a couple of 
months with little or no income and can now welcome back 
patrons to watch their favorite teams.

It’ll look a little different than the last time you watched 
a game. With few exceptions, there won’t be anyone in the 
stands. Another twist is that, with the exception of when the 
Twins are playing at Target Field, the announcers probably 
won’t be in the stadium describing the action. They’ll be in a 
studio calling road games from a monitor. 

This has been going on for some time in soccer. CBS 
introduced its own version of this kind of setup when the pro 

golf tournament telecasts resumed a couple of weeks back. 
With good camera work, baseball should be no problem. 
Hockey, soccer and basketball are a little trickier, but TV is 
a visual medium and less talking from some folks might be 
better anyway.

It gets trickier for the radio guys if they’re not traveling and 
are having to work off a monitor. However, baseball has an 
old work-around that it can fall back on. 

When baseball games first started being broadcast on the 
radio, announcers rarely traveled with the teams. Instead, 
away games were called via re-creation. A wire service ticker 
would send a pitch-by-pitch summary to the studio. “B1” 
was ball one and “S1F” was strike one via a foul ball, etc. An 
engineer would supply the sound effects.

Long before he was in the movies and later in politics, 
Ronald Reagan did this type of work for WOC-AM Radio in 
Davenport, Iowa, for the princely sum of $5 a game. How 
much fun do you think it would be to hear Dan Gladden 
announcing a Minnesota Twins game that way?

 
Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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Despite its best efforts to keep the 15th annual Officer Scott 
Patrick Memorial 5K Run/Walk as an in-person race, the city of 
Mendota Heights announced on June 30 that the event origi-
nally scheduled for July 11 has been turned into a virtual race 
due to health concerns connected to the pandemic. Partici-
pants may run or walk the race anytime beginning July 9 and 
record their own times. Runners with times under 30 minutes 
should send them to Mayor Neil Garlock, the race director, at 
neilg@mendota-heights.com by the end of Sunday, July 12. 
Participants will be eligible to qualify for nearly 130 door priz-
es, and race T-shirts will be included with the registration fee. 
Proceeds will benefit Special Olympics Minnesota. For more 
information or to register, visit mendota-heights.com.

Fitness in the Parks is back. The St. Paul Department of Parks 
and Recreation is offering a limited schedule and all classes 
will follow current health and safety guidelines. Fitness in the 

Parks is free and open to all, but participants are urged to stay 
home if they are sick or at a higher risk of illness. Check out the 
full schedule and guidelines at stpaul.gov/fitnessintheparks.

Concordia University-St. Paul has named senior Jordyn 
Clark and junior Chris Garrett as its 2019-20 female and male 
athletes of the year. Goalkeeper Clark is the first student-ath-
lete to earn the honor from the soccer program, while defen-
sive end Garrett is the fifth recipient from the football program.

Jaycee Rhodes, who played in the Class AA state golf tourna-
ments during her freshman and sophomore years at Visitation 
School, was unable to compete in varsity for her junior and se-
nior years—one due to a transfer to Eastview High School and 
the other due to the pandemic. However, despite the setback 
and a pair of early bogeys, she fired an even par 72 to claim a 
one-stroke victory at the 2020 Minnesota High School Senior 
Showcase on June 10 at Bunker Hills Golf Club. The win earned 
Rhodes, who will play golf collegiately at St. Catherine Univer-
sity, a spot in the 2020 Girls High School Golf Invitational in 
Pinehurst Village, North Carolina, on August 3-5.

Sports Shorts

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Communications help wanted—The Highland District 
Council is seeking a part-time communication and outreach 
coordinator. That person will be responsible for HDC com-
munications, website management, and electronic and print 
newsletters. He or she will also work with HDC staff, board 
members and residents to respond to current issues. For a de-
tailed job description, visit the HDC website. To apply, submit 
a resume and cover letter by July 13 to kathy@highlanddis-
trictcouncil.org.

Snow emergencies explained—The HDC’s Transporta-
tion Committee will host an online discussion on snow emer-
gencies from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 15. Matthew 
Morreim, street maintenance manager for the St. Paul Depart-
ment of Public Works, will provide information on how snow 
emergency decisions are made, what the routes are, staffing, 
etc. Morreim will answer questions following the presenta-
tion. For the link to access the meeting, visit the HDC’s website.  

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thursday, 
July 16; and Community Development Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 21. All HDC meetings are currently being con-
ducted online. Links to access the meetings are posted on the 
HDC’s website. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Virtual book discussion—The Macalester-Groveland and 
Highland Park neighborhoods will be coming together this 
summer to read How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi in 
memory of George Floyd. The goal is to educate people about 
racism and oppression, and to share a common reading expe-
rience to begin more long-term conversations. Learn more at 
macgrove.org/2020webinars.

Summer webinar series—Join neighbors online for free 
presentations from local experts on rooftop solar panels, polli-
nator gardens, gun safety and more. Space is limited to 25 par-
ticipants. Visit macgrove.org/2020webinars to register.

PPE and food shelf support—The Macalester-Groveland 
and Highland district councils and the Highland Business As-
sociation are seeking donations to help provide personal pro-
tective equipment and funding to local groups and organiza-
tions working to address food insecurity. For information, visit 
givemn.org/story/fundcommunity.

Get your gardens ready—Judging for the Alley Garden 
Awards in Macalester-Groveland will take place from July 16-
23. Volunteers will walk all alleys in the  neighborhood and 
award gardens that have attractive and well-kept plants, both 
in the ground or in pots. Learn more at macgrove.org/aga.

Annual meeting and elections—The community council’s 
annual meeting and board elections will move online and take 
place in July and August. Visit macgrove.org/annualmeeting 
to learn about open board seats and proposed bylaw changes.

Upcoming online meetings—board of directors, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 9; Community Building Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 13; Housing and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 22; and Transportation Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Monday, July 27. The public can tune into committee and 
board meetings via Zoom. Council staff will send out meeting 
links a few days in advance. Email mgcc@macgrove.org. 

COVID-19 resources—Visit macgrove.org/2020resources 
for an updated list of current offers, activities and ways to sup-
port one another during this uncertain time. Those who have 
something to add may email mgcc@macgrove.org. 

Office closed—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council office remains closed. Email mgcc@macgrove.org for 
more information.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

COVID-19 resources—Those who need assistance or infor-
mational resources pertaining to the COVID-19 pandemic are 
invited to call the UPDC office or visit its website. 

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its monthly e-newsletter, 
“Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Board vacancies—Candidates have stepped forward for 
each of the four vacant positions on the West Seventh/Fort 
Road Federation’s board of directors. The board will elect peo-
ple to fill the positions at its meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, July 13. 

Committees—The Fort Road Federation has three standing 
committees: Transportation and Land Use, Fundraising and 
Development, and Community Engagement and Outreach. 
Those who would like to join or learn more about a committee 
can contact the office or emily@fortroadfederation.org.

Upcoming virtual meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Monday, July 13; Community Engagement and Outreach 
Committee, Thursday, July 16, at a time to be determined; and 
Transportation and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, August 5. Agendas and information on how to participate 
in the Zoom meetings can be found at fortroadfederation.org/
calendar.

Stay in touch—Neighbors are being encouraged to “like” 
the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation on Facebook and sub-
scribe to its e-newsletter on its website.

District Councils
Union Park

Macalester-
Groveland

Highland Park

Summit-
University

Summit Hill

West 7th

District  
councils  
in the  
Villager  
area

Mendota Heights Mayor Neil Garlock at the Officer Scott Patrick 
plaque in the Village at Mendota Heights. PHOtO by brad Stauffer
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CLASSIFIEDS

home improvement
RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ expe-
rience. References. Free estimates. 
Ray Johnson, 651-238-1435. Bobcat 
work also.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED & FAIR 
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH 
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’ 
experience in custom space plan-
ning, fixture and finish selec-
tions. Gail Jacobson, Allied ASID. 
References available. 612-310-7069. 
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

home services    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956.

home services   
HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work. 
Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581.

ReliableMaintenanceAndRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handy-man 
Services. MN License #BC665235. 651-
262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling.  Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, Inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
Estimate. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair and 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

LAWn/LAnDscApe/snoW
TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $125/month. 651-276-4396. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

GUTTER CLEANING. Gutters cleaned 
and flushed. Call today! 612-432-1473. 
Insured.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal. 
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

housecLeAning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years 
in business. A rated on Angie’s List. 
Spring specials. $30 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

L & A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality 
Service. Good Pricing. Residential and 
commercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

commerciAL cLeAning
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

computer/internet/tv  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

office/proofreADing
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

for sALe
HANDMADE SIGNS. Custom Signs 
made to order for gifts, business, 
sales, weddings, retirement, etc. Use 
your logo, family name, favorite 
quote… unlimited possibilities. 
Wood, canvas, glass, chalkboard, etc. 
For details and a quote, send a text to 
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

PERSONALIZED TEXTILES. Custom 
designed, small run, t-shirts, hood-
ies, tank-tops, blankets, pillowcases, 
canvas etc. for holiday gifts or any oc-
casion you are promoting. For more 
details, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com 

UPGRADE YOUR OFFICE. The Villager 
has several modular office pieces, fil-
ing cabinets and other miscellaneous 
used office equipment for sale, all at 
reasonable prices. Call Craig at 651-
699-1462 for an appointment.

Auto/scooter sALes
2014 KYMCO SCOOTER LKE200i. 
Matching helmet and trunk. $1700. 
Excellent. Red. Under 500 miles. Call 
or text 612-356-3124.

2018 TOYOTA CAMRY. 8000 miles. 
$20,000. 1-651-245-0641.

reAL estAte WAnteD  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time 
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions. 
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

WHY PAY 5%, 6%, 7% TO SELL? 
Full Service MLS Only 3.5%-4.5%. 
Hundreds Sold! Call 651-334-0980. 
Visit CHOICEREALTYMN.com YOU SAVE 
THOUSANDS $$$

WAnteD to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HIGHEST CASH for costume jewelry. I 
make house calls. Mary, 612-729-3110. 

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

home improvement
KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. Wall 
repair. Basement walls and floors. 
Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

C A R P E N T R Y / R E M O D E L I N G . 
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ years’. 
Exceptional experience. Licensed/
insured. Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

home services   
PROFESSIONAL WINDOW AND GUTTER 
CLEANING. Fully insured & locally 
owned. Call 612-389-9553 or Book 
Online www.metrowidemn.com

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or re-
pairs. Lic. #BC581059. Troy’s Decks & 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

JOE’S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

SHOWCASE HOME PAINT ING. 
METICULOUS, QUALITY WORKMAN-
SHIP. EXTERIOR, INTERIOR PAINT-
ING. STRIPPING, STAINING. PLASTER, 
SHEETROCK REPAIR. TEXTURING. 
WINDOW GLAZING. DECK AND FENCE 
STAINING. SATISFACTION GUARAN-
TEED. CALL MARTEY FOR A FREE ESTI-
MaTE, 651-917-7982. FULLy INSURED.

***GUTTER CLEANING***
Stay safe and off your roof while you 
let us clean your gutters for you!!! 
True Clean Gutters LLC, provides 
quality work, affordable, and in-
sured!!! Seasonal lawn mowing. Call 
#612-223-4137 for a free estimate!!!  

LAWn/LAnDscApe/snoW  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

MURPHY’S LAWN and LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial.  Residential.  The 
best full service lawn and land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios, walks, 
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal 
cleanups, year-round contracts, es-
timates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; detaching, 
tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help you 
install. Horticulture Degree, U of 
MN. Certified Nursery & Landscape 
Pro fe ss i o n a l .  L i v i n g  S pa ce 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

Classified & legal ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classified and legals are prepaid by cash, 
check or credit card. We do not accept classifieds over the telephone.

Next Issue: July 22 . . . . . . .  . . . . . . Deadline: July 15

We Now Accept

    Legal Notices!
Call us for details.

651-699-1462 *Some restrictions apply.

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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SERVICE DIRECTORY WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For details and a quote, text 612- 
860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MuSIC INSTRuCTIoN
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANo TuNING/REPAIR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call or text Torger, 651- 
230-0193.

HoME/HEAlTH PRovIDER
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

SEWING/TAIloRING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

HElP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in viola-
tion of the law. No attention to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, national origin, veteran 
or disability status will be allowed. Equal 
employment opportunity. 

HElP WANTED
NON-CONTACT FLOWER Delivery. Part-
time. Seeking enthusiastic person to 
deliver flowers and make peoples 
day when they receive a gift. Perfect 
job for retired person 1-2 days per 
week and one Saturday per month. 
Have a flexible schedule being able to 
work full time prior to floral holidays. 
Great exercise with a lot of walking 
and meeting people. Must have clean 
driving record and have no lifting re-
strictions. Apply in person to: Tom at 
A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738 Grand 
Ave, St. Paul. 651-698-6000.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

LARGE STUDIO on South Cleveland 
Avenue. 2 blocks to Village. On Bus. 
AC, assigned off-street parking, elec-
tric range, microwave. Large sliding 
door closets, carpet, storage closet & 
laundry. Controlled entrance. $895/
month plus electricity. Call 651-324-
2573.

SPACIOUS 7-BEDROOM, 2 bath. $3650 
plus utilities. On busline. 2 blocks to 
St. Thomas. 612-788-9268.

for rent - CoMMerCial
HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower 
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus. 
$1200/mo + utilities. 651-324-2573.

OFFICE/STUDIO space in Merriam Park 
church. Two available. Approximately 
200-250 sq.ft. For details, call Robert 
651-263-3468.

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Chad Arneson

Rating

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small 

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Prevent & Fix
Water Damage

Foundation Repair
Tuckpoint, 

Masonry & Concrete
Gary 651-423-6666

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Click through our
Classifieds & Service 

Directory at
MyVillager.com

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

HELP
WANTED

Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for 

both employee and independent 
contractor positions.

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103
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SERVICE DIRECTORYfor rent - CoMMerCial
SUITE AVAILABLE NOW. Gross Lease: 
Tenant responsible for phone/inter-
net. 241 So. Cleveland Ave. (Southwest 
corner of Cleveland & St. Clair), 
Macalester-Groveland area of St. 
Paul. 795 square feet. Single Office 
Suite with exterior windows. 
Reception/Waiting area for clients. 
Off-Street Parking. Breakroom within 
building. Call Frank @ 612-708-4117 
for an immediate response or email 
ffrench@midcontinentmgmt.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance Smith

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!
 •• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Do not delay, mail this form with your check today: Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116.
To pay with your credit card, visit our website at https://myvillager.com/subscribe/

The future of your neighborhood’s newspaper is on the line.
Buy your one-year subscription for just $59.88 today!

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

DELIVERY ADDREss ALL FIELDs ARE REQUIRED

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER!

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow the

Villager
on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

Visit us at
MyVillager.com



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

CLAirE biSAnZ DiStAD
651-307-7260

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

GAry fAbEL
651-334-3659

HEnry EDELStEin
651-270-1667

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

kArEn kELJik
612-414-3245

SArAH kinnEy
651-282-9621

mikE JAmbor
612-889-9773

AnitA C. HiLL
651-707-6408

myA HonEyWELL
tHE HivE

651-329-3619

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

LoLLy mCnEELy
SALmEn

612-810-4138

PAtriCk rubLE
651-230-0903

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

CoLin voErDinG
651-357-3667

briAn WAGnEr, m.ED.
651-497-4387

miCHAELA tooHEy
651-253-6830

bryAn bEDESSEm
612-382-8415

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

tJ PiErrEt
651-755-6669

DAviD noyES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

 

     

324 Summit #103, Saint Paul mn 55102
This condo in the Lightner-Young Mansion 
features vaulted ceilings, multiple terraces 
and has an additional apartment acces-
sible by private elevator. The 
perfect Summit Avenue loca-
tion with panoramic views of 
the river valley. 

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $950,000

100 Howell     
Great opportunity to own a St. Thomas 
student registered rental. This property 
is in wonderful condition, features 4 
bedrooms and 3 baths, it 
has a fenced in yard and 
fireplace. Only 4 blocks 
to St. Thomas!  

Mike & ToM disTAd 
612-432-4771 • $374,900

1801 Bayard     
Lovingly updated 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home in Highland Park. The home features 
newer windows, hardwood floors, AC, 
newer two car garage 
and updated kitchen. 
Truly move-in condition.  

Mike & ToM disTAd 
612-432-4771 • $459,900

Coming Soon!    
4BR, 2BA property with tons of charm.  
The hardwood floors have been refinished 
throughout.  There is a great fireplace and 
newer two car garage.  
Great location less than 
a mile to the Mississippi 
and Highland Village.  

Mike & ToM disTAd 
612-432-4771 • MID $300

one level living for entertaining! 
Fantastic 4 BR, 4 BA home on Montcalm 
Place. Spacious gourmet kitchen. Main 
floor master suite. LL living area with bar.  
Grand outdoor spaces with 
bar. Prof landscaped. Don’t’ 
miss this opportunity!   

TJ PierreT
651-755-6669

deer lake, wi
Great cabin opportunity, just over an hour 
from St. Paul!  If you have dreams of a lake 
cabin in MN or WI, contact me to start 
your search.  
AnotherHomeSoldByMary.com

MAry knUdsen crs 
651-335-6619

712 fairmount avenue!
Spectacular 5BR home in Crocus Hill.   
Built in 2014, this property offers a his-
torical design and rich architectural details 
along with an open floor plan
and modern amenities.
AnotherHomeSoldByMary.com

       MAry knUdsen crs
 651-335-6619 • $1,600,000

artiSan Home on Bald eagle lake    
A once in a lifetime opportunity to own this 
architect designed home with over 2.2 Mil 
into it. Entertaining is easy both inside & 
out with the open floor plan 
and private lakeshore.
www.BestOnBaldEagle.com   

krisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106 • $1,795,000

mid-Century ramBler on turtle lake    
Lakeshore living with 132’ on Turtle Lake with 
spectacular sunset views. Spacious, open 
floor plan with both casual and formal areas. 
This rambler features the best 
of both old and new.
www.MidCenturyLakeHome.com

krisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106 • $1,495,000

detaCHed townHome 
Main floor living in this custom built detached 
townhome with an open floor plan, hard-
wood floors, two-sided fireplace between 
the great room & hearth room. 
Main floor master suite.
www.NorthOaksTownhome.com

krisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106 • $675,000

1671 PineHurSt  
First offer in 44 years! Lovingly maintained 
and updated is this large 30’s built Tudor style 
4 bedroom (on one floor) 3 baths 2 storey 
with entertainment sized space plus finished 
lower level. Premier Pinehurst Avenue. 
lolly MCneely sAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $650,000
MorAGHAn derosiA
952-486-3697 • $650,000

Stunning new tudor juSt StePS to tHe river…
2182 Stanford - 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3rd 
floor master suite. Newer Marvin windows, new 
kitchen and baths. Sun-drenched space is lovely 
and totally renovated. Back yard 
oasis with limestone and paver 
patio – state of the art mechani-
cals. Call Lolly for details!

lolly MCneely sAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $624,900

faBulouS lotS!!!
2130 & 2134 Lower St. Dennis: Two fab-
ulous building sites in this unique wooded 
site. Each lot is 1.43 acres offering a large 
building pad.

     

          JiM BUrTon
651-690-8556 • $650/600K

exCePtional value!!!
643 Pascal St: Immaculate 4 bedroom, 
3 bath featuring gleaming hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, delightful porch 
off the garage, newer 
Andersen Windows, roof, 
furnace and air.     

          JiM BUrTon
651-690-8556 • $319,900

fantaStiC oPPortunity!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq 
ft to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed 
for comfortable everyday 
living as well. Quality con-
struction and finishes. 

         JiM BUrTon
651-690-8556 • $3,499,000

StePS to tHe river!    
Spacious & bright 4BR, 2BA gem, boasting 
lovely hardwood floors, two fireplaces, sleek, sun-
splashed kitchen with stainless steel appliances, 
breakfast nook. Inviting porch, 
fenced back yard, paver patio, 2-car, 
great location! 1135 Cleveland Ave. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry edelsTein crs
651-270-1667 • $350,000

magiCal mendota HeigHtS!    
Carefree 2BR, 2BA main floor condo offer EZ, 
carefree living! New carpet, fresh paint throughout. 
Formal & informal dining, porch, private owner’s 
suite, super storage. Two heated 
garage stalls, inground pool + more! 
1850 Eagle Ridge Drive #107. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelsTein crs
651-270-1667 • $195,000

two Story maSterPieCe!    
Discover this stunning 3BR, 4BA, built in 2000! 
Seamless transitions from the living room, for-
mal dining, sitting room and gorgeous kitchen. 
Luxurious owner’s suite, finished 
lower level, back yard sanctu-
ary, 2-car! 2101 Juno Avenue. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelsTein crs
651-270-1667 • $724,900
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Home Sweet Home!  
Newer construction in of Minneapolis. Open layout, 
large gourmet kitchen with stainless steel appli-
ances and granite countertops. Four bedrooms, 
three finished levels, beautiful 
back patio, great for enjoying sum-
mer evenings. 3136 37th Ave S. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sUe JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $599,900
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5205 32nd ave S   
Gorgeous updated bungalow close to Lake 
Nokomis.  Beautifully updated home and fantastic 
back screened-in porch!  Bonus upper level space 
and oversized lot & 2 car garage 
with extra parking pad. Walkable 
to restaurants and shopping. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sUe JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264

 COmiNg

  S
OON!

 Just

  L
iste

d!




