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Ford site dubbed
Highland Bridge

Ryan Cos. reveals new
name, new partners for
122-acre development

By JANE MCCLURE

yan Companies, master developer of the for-
&wr Ford Motor Company assembly plant in
ighland Park, unveiled a new name for the
122-acre site and new partners for redeveloping it
during a virtual groundbreaking for the $1.3 billion
project on July 14.

Ryan has christened the future neighborhood of
3,800 homes, 55 acres of parks and open spaces,
150,000 square feet of retail space and 315,000
square feet of office and institutional space High-
land Bridge. The name refers to the urban village’s
connection to the surrounding Highland Park
neighborhood.

Ryan’s newest partners in the development are
PulteGroup, which will build and market 320 row-
houses, and Presbyterian Homes & Services, which
will build a senior housing complex with indepen-
dent and assisted-living apartments and memory
care units.

The groundbreaking video was released against a
backdrop of controversy over Highland Bridge’s first
project, a five-story mixed-use building that Ryan is
developing with partner Weidner Apartment Homes

52,500 COPIES

An artist’s rendering of the central water feature at the newly christened Highland Bridge,
looking north toward Ford Parkway.

at the southeast corner of Ford Parkway and Cretin
Avenue. Plans for that building call for four levels
of market-rate apartments above a 50,000-square-
foot supermarket on the ground floor.

Ryan was granted variances for building heights
and window areas for that project, but variances for
lot coverage and car-sharing spaces were denied by
the Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals. Ryan has
filed an appeal of the rejected variances, which will
be taken up by the Saint Paul City Council at 3:30
p-m. Wednesday, July 22.

However, the focus at the groundbreaking was on
the Highland Bridge project as a whole. “We’ve paid
particular attention to what makes Highland Park

special, and our goalis to uphold those unique qual-
ities, to expand upon them, and to create a place
where people thrive for generations,” said Mike
Ryan, president of Ryan Companies’ north region.

Ryan Companies closed on its purchase of the
former Ford property in December after working
with Ford, city officials, local residents and business
people on an amendment to the city’s master plan
for the site.

“In creating the new vision for the Ford site, we
paid considerable attention to the core tenets of the
master plan, significant input from the community,
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Damaged Midway Center shops to be demolished

Evictions take strip mall
businesses by surprise

By JANE MCCLURE

idway Center business owners knew that
Msomeday they would have to relocate

to make way for the mixed-use devel-
opments planned around the Allianz Field Major
League Soccer stadium at Snelling and University
avenues. The arson and vandalism that occurred on
May 28 and 29 has hastened that day.

Several of the stores were looted and set on
fire. Others sustained smoke and water damage.
Preparations are now being made to demolish the
buildings.

Leases in the Midway Center strip mall were ter-
minated in late June by property owner RK Mid-
way. Business owners had until July 17 to remove
fixtures, equipment and inventory. The business

owners met on July 14 with Midway Center man-
agement, city officials and community develop-
ment agencies. Although RK Midway has indicated
that businesses could return when new retail spac-
es are ready to be occupied, some business owners
said they could not wait that long.

“I really sympathize with these small business
owners,” said Saint Paul City Council member Dai
Thao, whose Ward 1 includes Midway Center. The
city has resources to help small businesses, he add-
ed. “We grieve the loss of their business with them,
but we’re prepared to help them move forward,”
he said.

Another agency that is offering assistance is the
Asian Economic Development Association. Its ex-
ecutive director, Va-Meng Thoj, said his group is
ready and willing to help.

The problem is finding available space, especially
in the Midway area. About a dozen businesses were
affected by the fire, smoke and water damage. Foot
Locker, Great Clips, Game Stop and To New York in

the strip mall sustained the heaviest damage, as did
the stand-alone Big Top Liquors building.

Some small-business owners initially assumed
they would be able to clean up their leased spaces
and reopen. Two restaurants, Peking Garden and
Golden Gate Cafe, are the strip mall’s oldest ten-
ants. Golden Gate has been owned and operated by
the Hui family for more than 40 years. Mary Lau’s
family has operated Peking Garden since 2006 af-
ter losing its longtime location on the University of
Minnesota’s East Bank to the development of TCF
Bank Stadium.

Lau said she watched news coverage of the Mid-
way Center fires on television and went to assess
the damage as soon as possible. “We sustained
smoke and water damage, but otherwise our res-
taurant was OK,” she said. Finding out that the strip
mall will be torn down was a shock, she added.

“We don’t know where we’re going to go or what
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City keeps door open to public financing for Midway Center project

By JANE MCCLURE

he demolition of two Midway Shop-

I ping Center strip malls and the stand-

alone Big Top Liquors building is ex-

pected to take place later this summer. But

before that can happen, steps must be taken

to preserve the use of tax increment financing
(TTIF) for redeveloping the property.

The Saint Paul City Council, acting as
the Housing and Redevelopment Author-
ity (HRA) Board, took two actions in June to
move that process along. The HRA approved a
demolition and development agreement with
Snelling-Midway Redevelopment LLC. The
partnership, which includes Midway Center
owner Rick Birdoff and Minnesota United FC
owner Bill McGuire, is involved in redevelop-
ing the entire superblock bounded by Pas-

cal Street and Snelling, University and Saint
Anthony avenues.

The HRA also determined that the Midway
Center and Big Top Liquors buildings are sub-
standard following the fire, smoke and water
damage that was sustained on May 28 and
29 when rioting broke out across the Mid-
way area following the death of George Floyd
while in police custody in Minneapolis.

Kristin Guild, interim director of the Saint
Paul Department of Planning and Economic
Development, emphasized that the HRA’s ac-
tions simply preserved TIF as an option. It did
not award TIF to the redevelopment project. If
the developers choose to use TIF, Guild said, a
separate application must be brought before
the HRA and City Council.

“The Big Top Liquor building is really se-
verely damaged,” Guild said. So too is Mid-

way Center. The worst damage was sustained
by the Foot Locker store, but fire, smoke and
water damage spread to the adjacent stores,
she said.

In September 2017, the HRA found that par-
cels in the Midway Shopping Center qualified
as a “renewal and renovation TIF district.”
That finding allowed for demolition to make
way for the soccer stadium and its adjacent
parking lots and green space. The demolition
of Big Top Liquors’ original building on Snel-
ling and Shields Avenue, the former Ameri-
can Bank building at Snelling and University,
and the old Cub Foods and Midway Pro Bowl
followed soon after.

The redevelopment of the superblock
around Allianz Field is governed by a master
plan approved by the City Council in 2016.
The plan calls for a mix of retail, office, hotel

and multifamily residential uses. Before the
damage of late May, city officials were await-
ing a request from Snelling-Midway Redevel-
opment LLC for amendments to the master
plan, Guild said.

McGuire unveiled plans for two mixed-use
buildings west of the soccer stadium earlier
this year. Those plans call for 234 market-rate
apartments and 15,500 square feet of com-
mercial space over structured parking.

McGuire is working with the Saint Paul
Port Authority to obtain funding for environ-
mental cleanup on part of the site. The Met-
ropolitan Council in June awarded the United
Village Midway Block B a $125,000 grant for
cleanup of a 2.4-acre site that is currently
a surface parking lot. A grant from Ramsey
County is still pending.

Peking Garden
co-owners Mary
Lau and Tina
Yang sorted
through boxes
of goods as they
cleaned up the
restaurant and
counted their
losses following
their eviction
from Midway
Shopping Center
and the riots
that left some of
the shops unfit

to reopen. pHoto
BY BRAD STAUFFER
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relative newcomer to Midway Center,
opening in 2018. Co-owner and chef Thien

we’ll do,” Lau said. She was hoping to
work with her landlord on relocating, but
does not know whether she will be able to
wait as long as that may take.

Lau had recently renovated the Peking
Garden space, investing about $350,000.
“We've lost everything,” she said. “This is
very difficult for us.”

Two GoFundMe accounts have been
started for Peking Garden, raising more
than $25,000 as of last week. Wyn Huynh,
a friend of Lau’s, said he and others felt
compelled to help after hearing about the

Do said his business and its neighbors at
the north end of the strip mall only sus-
tained smoke damage. “We were very
surprised to get the letter indicating that
our lease would be terminated,” he said.
“We’re hoping to stay in the Midway, but
we don’t know what we’re going to do.”
Other business owners said they would
also like to reopen, ideally in the Midway.
A letter from RK Midway indicated that
the businesses could come back when the
proposed United Village at Midway project
is complete. However, no timeline for that

restaurant’s forced relocation.

development has been announced.

Thien’s Cajun Boiling Seafood was a
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the Highland District Council, city leaders,
and of course the legacy that Ford created,”
said Tony Barranco, Ryan Companies senior
vice president. “We wanted to respect the rich
history of the site and honor the heart and
soul of Saint Paul.”

“We're thrilled to partner with Ryan Com-
panies and the city of Saint Paul to bring hous-
ing to Highland Park, an unmatched location
with arich history and an exciting vision for its
future development,” said Jamie Tharp, Min-
nesota Division president for Atlanta-based
PulteGroup, which was known for many years
as Pulte Homes. “This rowhome community
will feature a historic idea rethought with
innovative and contemporary floor plans de-
signed to complement city living with rooftop
terraces, brick facades and open floor plans.”

{Education

The rowhouses will range from 1,900 to
3,000 square feet with prices starting in the
upper $300,000s. Construction is expected
to begin this winter with the first homes
available for closing in the winter of 2021-22.
PulteGroup will work with Ryan and Habi-
tat for Humanity to build six affordable row-
houses. All of the rowhouses will be built
along a central water feature that will be fed
by stormwater.

Roseville-based Presbyterian Homes & Ser-
vices (PHS), which was founded in 1955, offers
a wide range of senior housing and services.
The proposed complex at Highland Bridge is
expected to create more than 100 jobs.

“Our faith-based heritage provides a clear
vision to extend our mission into areas of un-
met need, such as at this forward-thinking
development,” said Jon Fletcher, vice presi-
dent of Senior Housing Partners, the project

development arm of PHS. “In concert with the
city of Saint Paul, Ryan Companies and com-
munity stakeholders, we have an excellent
team assembled to create a welcoming envi-
ronment for all.”

The July 14 groundbreaking was also a
chance to highlight Ryan’s partnership with
Xcel Energy to provide 100 percent renew-
able energy at Highland Bridge. Residents and
businesses will be able to subscribe to locally
generated solar and hydro energy and to pow-
er their electric vehicle at charging stations
throughout the site.

“This is an exciting project for Xcel Energy,
our customers and this unique urban develop-
ment,” said Chris Clark, president of Xcel En-
ergy-Minnesota. “We're already leading the
clean energy transition with a goal to reduce
carbon emissions by 80 percent by 2030. To-
day we’re taking another step to provide our

Over 42,000 Villager Readers Will Spend

customers with clean and affordable energy
sources that reduce our carbon footprint.”

The groundbreaking included alook back at
the Ford site’s long history as a motor vehicle
manufacturing plant and an ancestral home
of the Dakota people. Saint Paul Mayor Mel-
vin Carter read a proclamation honoring Da-
kota people past and present who have lived
in the area.

“It’simportant to recognize the significance
of this land to those who were here before,”
said Shelley Buck, president of the Prairie Is-
land Indian Community Tribal Council. Ac-
cording to her, the property still has deep
meaning for the Dakota people.

Further information on the development s
available at highlandbridge.com. The website
will be updated frequently with the latest in-
formation on specific projects and construc-
tion schedules.
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COVID-19, The Economy
And What It Takes
To Hold A Neighborhood
Newspaper Together.

For 67 years, ad revenue from local businesses has supported the Villager in doing
its best to provide great neighborhood news and information, delivered at no charge every
two weeks to you and your neighbors. However many of those businesses are battling
financial challenges and, by extension, so are we. We've tried to maintain a good game face,
but it's been tough, with no clear end in sight.

So, we're asking you, our reader, to help support what you have enjoyed for so long
by subscribing to receive the Villager. It's new to us and new to you, but not that unusual
for newspapers these days. After all, many hands make for light work. And to those
hundreds of you who have already subscribed, many even donating on top of subscribing,
we can’t thank you enough. You're awesome and we find your support empowering and
assuring that we at the Villager will keep bringing you the neighborhood information
we all need to stay connected to the people around us.

We're also trying to up our game and give you more in return. Like mailing a clean, dry,
readable Villager directly to you, increasing the number of pages in each edition to get back
to the level of comprehensive coverage we used to provide before these economic impacts,

and growing our product with broader and more timely coverage on computer, tablet or

smartphone via our digital version at MyVillager.com.

Thanks for hearing us out. By making this change and with your support, we're here to stay.
Please Subscribe!

26 Issues A Year For Only $4.99 Per Month.
Includes Printed Newspaper Delivered By US Mail And Unlimited Digital Access.

Go to: MyVillager.com and click “Subscribe”. Or call us at 651-699-1462.

Plans emerge for

firsttwo projects i
on Ford Plant site |i°
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Garlock-French, youll love
the way we make you feel

For over 88 years, Garlock-French has been committed to
quality and value. In fact, we include a no-hassle guarantee on
all our work and we provide competitive pricing.

That's the Garlock-French promise - it means everything we do
is designed to help you get more out of your housing investment.

We've been up on roofs longer and it shows.

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal and more

g A PN Call us at
CK.FR 612-722-7129
GARI]‘{?)((:)I%‘%(I;:NCH 2301 East 25th Street
Minneapolis

Garlock-French.com  MN License #8C001423

FOR SALE

Unsurpassed Architectural Details

Beautifully renovated SBR/ SBA Summit Ave home set
onaprivate o Acre lot; 3 car garage; Custom kitchen
w/ 2 pantry's; Amazing builtin's & Stained glass;

Luxury master suite; Amazing wrap around porch!

Move in ready!

1705 Summit Ave. St. Paul $1,250,000
https://tours.spacecrafting.com/b-2n8n

the fnshes nd detls areamazmg” Soaring ce|I|ng

w/ exposed beams; deluxe chef's kitchen with a center S
island; custom builtin's create a perfect room divider, &
“The Great Northern" Located in St Paul’s Lowertown, ~ &
greatamenities- 1 BR plus den, 2 Baths, 2 stals. Go to %\'
300 Wall t. #704 St. Paul $650,000
https://tours.spacecrafting.com/b-2smd

RE/MAX
RESULTS

Karen Schlaefer
RE/MAX Results
651-338-1963
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Lexington

LANDING

Experience Matters

Hello from Lexington Landing, a new

senior living community operated by the
management arm of Presbyterian Homes &
Services. Since 1955, during joyful times and
hard times, PHS has been caring for older
adults. We do our best to care for your loved
ones like our own family—mothers, fathers,
grandmas & grandpas. Despite the challenges
facing our world, we rise up to fulfill our
mission—to honor God by enriching the lives
and touching the hearts of older adults.

Select floor plans still available for
assisted living, memory care and
senior apartments!

SENIOR APARTMENTS | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

1890 Randolph Ave, Ste 109

Area ice cream shops are taking a llckmg

After a slow start this

spring, parlor business
rebounds with a string
of sultry summer days

By CAROLYN WALKUP

th face masks removed,
people of all ages are digging
into their favorite ice cream

at local shops that are getting through
the COVID-19 pandemic as best they
can. Many of the ice cream parlors did
not fully reopen until close to June, or
just in time for the summer heat waves
after being limited to curbside service
throughout the spring. Though few of
the shops are offering indoor seating,
most are allowing customers inside to
make their purchases.

“This felt like a good time to spread
a little bit of joy,” said Becky Najarian,
co-owner and manager of Nelson’s Ice
Cream, 454 S. Snelling Ave. The seasonal
ice cream shop is one of two owned by
the Najarian family. It opened in 2013.
The original Nelson’s in Stillwater
openedin 1923.

Nelson’s employs about 40 high
school and college students part-time,
providing first-time job experience for
many of them. This summer the own-
ers decided to close both the indoor and
outdoor seating areas to play it safe dur-
ing the pandemic. One thing that has
not changed is the oversized portions.
“That’s our business model,” Najarian
said. “We like the wow factor.”

Just a half mile to the east, Cold Front
at 490 S. Hamline Ave. reopened its in-
door space in May after offering curb-
side pickup only since March. Partners
George Doyle and Matt Jasper operate
the ice cream parlor and coffee shop as
a sideline to their professions as an ac-
countant and photographer, respec-
tively, while general manager Kyle Fari-
zel runs the day-to-day operation. Ice
cream accounts for about 75 percent of
Cold Front’s sales, with coffee drinks
making up the remainder. The shop re-
cently added four small tables on the
sidewalk with seating that is six feet
apart. Doyle and Jasper had planned
to open a stand at the Saint Paul Saints
games this summer, but that expansion

Will Atlas and son Will Jr., 1, cool off with an ice cream cone at 2 Scoops, 921 Selby Ave.,
served up by proprietor Brian White Jr, who is behind the counter. pHoro By BrRAD STAUFFER

has been postponed.

Another seasonal ice cream stand,
Minnehaha Scoop at 3352 Minnehaha
Ave. S. in Minneapolis is open for curb-
side pickup only, but has benches out-
doors and a grassy area in back where
take-out customers may enjoy their ice
cream. Owner James Fried, a resident of
the Longfellow neighborhood, has been
in the ice cream business for more than
20 years. He also operates a fleet of eight
ice cream trucks that serve surrounding
neighborhoods. However, his practice
of sending those trucks to local parades
and movies in the parks has been put on
hold this summer.

Grand Ole Creamery, 750 Grand Ave.,
did not close during the first months of
the pandemic. Chase Huffman, third-
generation owner of the 36-year-old
shop, said the creamery was considered
an essential business exempt from the
state-mandated lockdown.

Instituting online ordering for curb-
side pickup really helped his sales, ac-
cording to Huffman. That portion of the
business still accounts for about 40 per-
cent of orders, he said, though custom-
ers are now allowed to come inside to
order. However, the creamery is taking
a hit this summer with the cancellation
of Grand Old Day, the White Bear Lake
Marketfest, the Minnehaha Falls blue-
grass festival and the Minnesota State

Fair—big moneymakers in past years.
The company also had to postpone its
agreement to operate a stand at Major
League Soccer’s Allianz Field.

Nostalgia is a selling point for the ice
cream served from the soda fountain at
Saint Paul Corner Drug, 240 S. Snelling
Ave. The drugstore is not serving ice
cream cones during the pandemic due
to sanitation concerns, but is offering its
usual variety of ice cream sundaes, so-
das, malts, shakes and floats. Sales this
summer are limited to outdoor service
through a sliding glass window installed
by owner John Hoeschen.

Sweet Science Ice Cream has scaled
back its offerings at Keg and Case Mar-
ket, 928 W. Seventh St. Known for its
creamy concoctions handcrafted in
small batches, Sweet Science has sus-
pended hand-scooping during the pan-
demic. Instead, itis selling pre-packaged
ice cream cups, ice cream bars, ice cream
sandwiches and sorbet freeze pops.
When weather permits, Sweet Science
also operates a stand under a tent in the
Keg and Case parkinglot.

The year-old Treats Cereal Bar & Boba
at 770 Grand Ave. is different from the
usual ice cream parlor. It infuses its soft-
serve ice cream with crushed General
Mills cereals. Sister-and-brother owners

ICE CREAM SHOPS »5

Call Dianna to set up a
personal or virtual visit!

651-432-4940

Information Office
Carondelet Center
Saint Paul, MN 55105

LexingtonLanding.org

HIGHLAND PARK
WINTER 2020
Equal Housing Opportunity.

Owned By: ). A. Wedum Foundation
Managed By: PHS Management, LLC

Neighbor(ahe

in~home support by Episcopal Homes

An alternative to

assisted living

If you or someone you know is looking for an alternative
to assisted living, consider calling NeighborCare, a new
kind of in-home support. Support is offered 24-hours
a day through the push of a button and there is no

minimum time requirement.

EPISCOPAL

OMES

www.episcopalhomes.org/neighborcare

651-444-4000




WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2020

MYVILLAGER.COM

PAGE 5

Ayd Mil

By JANE MCCLURE

en work to reconfigure Ayd Mill
Road starts on August 1, volun-
teers at the Eleanor Graham Com-

munity Garden will be watching closely. A
bike and pedestrian trail planned as part of
the street project will intrude on a small part
of the longtime community garden in the tri-
angle formed between Hamline and Ashland
avenues and Ayd Mill Road.

The need to move a tree and several berry
bushes from the garden is a better outcome
than some gardeners had earlier feared. At
one point, they thought they would lose most
if not all of their orchard and garden plots.

The Eleanor Graham Garden has been in
place since the 1970s. It has about 65 garden
plots, a berry hedge and an orchard. Garden-
ers pay a small annual fee to lease the plots to
raise vegetables and flowering plants, includ-
ing pollinator plants for bees. Some vegetables
grown at the garden go to local food shelves.

A water line and several spigots were added
to the garden to eliminate the need to haul
water. The gardeners compost plant waste,
take turns mowing the grass around the plots
and work together on garden improvements.
It is an all-volunteer operation with a small

Roger Johnson planted raspberries at the Eleanor
Graham Garden in 2014. PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

leadership group. The Union Park District
Council is the fiscal agent for the garden and
handles leasing with the city.

Eleanor Graham, a former Snelling-Ham-
line Community Council board member,
helped found the garden. It was named in
her honor after her death several years ago.
Her intent was to provide a space for people
who did not have space in their own yards to

grow food. Over half of the plots are rented by
apartment dwellers.

The Ayd Mill Road project, which won City
Council approval this spring, calls for reduc-
ing the 1.5-mile street from four lanes of mo-
tor vehicle traffic to three—two southbound
and one northbound. A bicycle and pedestri-
an trail will be added in a 12-foot-wide space
along the east side of Ayd Mill Road. Trail us-
ers will be able to cross the roadway at Ash-
land Avenue to connect to a new path that will
take them to Hamline Avenue.

A stop sign between Ashland and Selby ave-
nues thatis meant to allow people to stop and
turn around will be taken out due to changes
to the ramp onto Ayd Mill Road. Space is being
added to make it easier to make a left-hand
turn onto northbound Ayd Mill Road from
Ashland.

On southbound Ayd Mill Road, the right-
turn lane at Ashland will be removed. People
can still make turns there, but removing that
lane frees up more space for the trail.

This will be the second time in a decade
that the garden has faced disruption from a
Saint Paul Department of Public Works proj-
ect. When the Hamline Avenue bridge over
Ayd Mill Road was rebuilt in 2013, garden vol-
unteers worked with city staff to remove the

I Road work will mean only slight changes to garden

water line, spigots, bushes, perennial plants
and trees. The plants that remained were pro-
tected during bridge construction.

Lisa Hiebert, the spokesperson for Pub-
lic Works, said the new bike and pedestrian
trails along Ayd Mill Road are being planned
to minimize their impact on the community
garden. The proposed trail and boulevard are
being narrowed north of the Ashland Avenue
access ramp from six to five feet for the boule-
vard and from 12 to 10 feet for the trail.

Longtime Snelling-Hamline resident Tom
Robison said that while gardeners support
theidea of a bicycle and pedestrian path, there
were concerns that much of the garden’s or-
chard and berry bushes could have been lost
had the path not been narrowed.

While there has been some disappoint-
ment among garden volunteers that plans for
reconfiguring Ayd Mill Road were made with-
out talking to them first, they appreciated the
ability to work with the city to reach a com-
promise.

“I think the city has been great to work
with,” Robison said. One misunderstanding
occurred when gardeners went to their plots
one day and found a row of construction
stakes within the garden. However, that was
quickly straightened out.

Committee shakeup delays relief to damaged Midway businesses

By JANE MCCLURE

eighbors United Funding Collabora-
Ntive’s Midway United initiative has

raised more than $1 million to help
Midway area businesses that were damaged
or destroyed in the riots of late May. Members
of the Union Park District Council (UPDC)
and Hamline Midway Coalition (HMC) want
to see that money distributed as quickly as
possible. However, questions about racial eq-
uity, which neighborhoods are eligible for the
grants and who makes the allocations are de-
laying action.

“People want to rebuild our community,”
said HMC board member Erin Pryor Pavlika.
“A majority of our businesses remain closed.”

While community funds elsewhere in Saint
Paul and Minneapolis have already awarded
grants to damaged and destroyed businesses,
the Neighbors United Funding Collabora-
tive has been roiled by disagreements over
the makeup of the fund’s community advi-
sory committee. Several advisory committee
members resigned in June, and a new com-
mittee was formed.

At a meeting of the UPDC on July 1, Kate
Mudge and Brandon Long, executive directors

of the HMC and UPDC, respectively, said they
were not comfortable with the changes on the
advisory committee. The executive directors
had done much to get the fund rolling, “but
we were essentially cut out” once the new
advisory committee came in, said Mudge. “Is-
sues of race were to be discussed, but the pro-
cess was thrown out the window.”

Mudge and Long have been targets of criti-
cism in recent weeks, and Long has since left
the UPDC.

UPDC community organizer Abdulrahman
Wako said the advisory committee had previ-
ously had only two members of color. Accord-
ing to him, it was a matter of equity to change
the makeup of the advisory committee. “It
didn’t have the capacity to do justice to the
community,” he said.

UPDC board member Terryann Nash, one
of the new members of the advisory commit-
tee, said she felt she had to beg to be involved
in the advisory committee. Her voice as a per-
son of color was needed on the committee,
she added.

The Neighbors United Funding Collabora-
tive was formed three years ago by a resolu-
tion adopted by the Saint Paul City Council
during planning for Allianz Field, the new

Major League Soccer stadium. The collab-
orative is overseen by the two district coun-
cils with the help of the community advisory
committee and the Saint Paul Foundation.
The HMC leads the fundraising effort for the
collaborative, the advisory committee reviews
grant applications and the UPDC distributes
the funds.

The initial goal of the collaborative was to
set up a fund for neighborhoods around the
stadium, supporting such initiatives as new
public amenities, public art and community-
building activities. Those priorities changed
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. About
$200,000 in assistance for businesses af-
fected by the pandemic was distributed this
spring and summer.

Then came the riots in the wake of the May
25 killing of George Floyd while in the custody
of Minneapolis police. Scores of businesses
and institutions on University Avenue from
west of Snelling to east of Lexington Park-
way were damaged. Several were set ablaze
and others were vandalized and looted. That
prompted a change in the collaborative’s fo-
cus.

One key change approved by the UPDC
on July 13 would affect the eligibility of busi-

nesses for the funds. The collaborative’s origi-
nal memorandum of understanding limited
financial assistance to businesses within a
half-mile of Allianz Field. That was expanded
to three-quarters of a mile to help businesses
suffering during the pandemic. Now, the pro-
posal is for no geographic boundaries. If the
HMC agrees, any businesses that sustained
damage from the riots could apply for finan-
cial assistance.

One point that several UPDC board mem-
bers have raised is donors’ intent. According
to them, many donors to the fund who want
to help businesses likely have a larger area
in mind than the boundaries defined by the
original memorandum of understanding.

UPDC members want financial assistance
in the larger area limited to businesses dam-
aged or destroyed in the rioting. If other rea-
sons for fund allocations are considered in
the future, that would require the approval of
another amendment to the memorandum of
understanding.

“I don’t think anyone is opposed to help-
ing businesses,” said UPDC board member
Jilla Nadimi. “The issue comes down to what
is allowed under the (memorandum of under-
standing).”

4< ICE CREAM SHOPS

Trisha Seng and Minh Dinh also offer a variety
of teas, coffees and waffles.

The newest ice cream parlor in the area is
2 Scoops Ice Cream Eatery at 921 Selby Ave.
Operating an ice cream shop had been a long-
time dream for co-owner Brian White Jr. and

Edina Realty.

his extended family. The shop had been in
the planning stages for three years when the
storefront at Selby and Milton Street became
available with Golden Thyme Coffee’s move
just down the street. White had planned to
open in March, but postponed it until May 30.

The brightly painted shop has a sports
theme with one wall devoted to photos of lo-

edinarealty.com

EASY LIVING...
1BR, 1BA condo. Great location in Ramsey
9| Hill neighborhood looking out on historic
| Summit Ave. Move-in ready unitwith LR, galley
.Y kitchen, large BR, full BA. plenty of closet
A spaceand 1 car gar. Wel-maintained buiding,
= strong Association. 456 Summit #208.

Kevin O'Brien 651206-2820  $159,000

Kevm (o] Brlen 651 206-2820

NEW PRICE!
Welcoming & well-cared for home in great
I Mac/Groveland location. 4BR, 1BA, LR,
" | formal DR, eat in kitchen, main ir FR w/FP.
.Y Porch,nice yard. 2 car gar. Newdran tie/sump
S pump. Sewer scope & Radon test completed.
2| 1yr home warranty. 2111 Fairmount.

$414,000

SUMMIT AVE BEAUTY'

1858 Summit Ave. Beautiful
classic home with 100x200 ft
lot and amazing gardens. 4 bed-
rooms, 4 baths, 2 family rooms,
huge porch, updated kitchen.
Upgrades+.

Phyllis Salmen 612 750-3478  $1,100,000

cal sports figures. White himself was a run-
ning back at North Dakota State University. In
addition to 18 flavors of ice cream, the menu
at 2 Scoops includes pulled pork sandwiches,
pizza, hot dogs and other food. White is hop-
ing the hot food and homemade pies will
help carry the shop through the cold weather
months. He is also in the process of establish-

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. ¢ 651224-4321

ing an ice cream catering service with a mo-
bile freezer.

Opening in the midst of the pandemic
as well as the civil unrest following George
Floyd’s death turned out to be good timing for
2 Scoops, according to White. “People come in
with a frown on their face and leave smiling,”
he said.

Highland Park Office

723 S. Cleveland « 651 698-2434

With over ONE MILLION
unique visitors a month,

list your home on the

most-used real estate site

in Minnesota,
edinarealty.com
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Electric scooters are charged up
for next go-round in Saint Paul

Electric scooters are returning to Saint Paul
streets. The City Council approved contracts
with two scooter vendors on July 8, allowing
the vehicles to operate until November 30.

Lime, which is based in San Francisco, can
place up to 500 scooters throughout the city.
Bird, based in Santa Monica, will place an-
other 500 scooters around town. Around
338,000 electric scooter rides were reported
in Saint Paul last year.

The scooters have generated controversy in
recent years. Riders love the convenience of
using an electronic payment system to make a
quick trip, but critics contend the scooters are
often left in places where they do not belong.
One disability rights advocate last year sued
the city of Minneapolis over scooters that
were left to block sidewalks.

Scooters are not to be driven on sidewalks,
but can be used on streets, in bike lanes, and
on bike paths. They can be parked on city
right-of-way, but are not allowed to block
sidewalks.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Lime and
Bird must meet strict cleaning protocols. That
will be done when a scooter is moved by con-
tractors or picked up for charging overnight.

Council gives final approval for
5-story apartment at Selby-Dale

TJL Development’s plans to construct a
five-story apartment building at 594 Selby
Ave. won unanimous approval from the Saint
Paul City Council on July 15. The decision also
clears the way for rehabbing and converting a
former auto repair shop at 156 N. Dale St.

The apartment building will have 81 units

oo

Maklng an entrance. vational Park rangers kyle Just and Cory Mohn eased David and

Marni Oberpriller's kayak into Pickerel Lake at Lilydale Regional Park during a Paddle with a Ranger
event on July 14 through the Mississippi Park Connection. pHoto 8y BRAD STAUFFER

ranging in size from studios to three bed-
rooms, with 110 parking spaces below ground
and on the first floor. A second-floor deck will
be located on the west side of the building.

The project won Planning Commission
approval for seven variances and rezoning
earlier this spring. The Heritage Preservation
Commission supported the design for the
apartment building, which is in the Historic
Hill District. However, the HPC rejected a re-
quest from the developer to demolish the for-
mer auto repair shop

The variances approved by the Planning
Commission for density and building set-
backs were final and did not require City
Council approval.

,"
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LEASE YOUR NEw HOME TODAY!

The ’
-

e Entertain on your own deck or
on the rooftop party room

e Large community room,
game room & theater
e Storage units & guest suite

e Heated underground parking
with car wash bay

—
55 PLUS

(

You'll find the amenities, style and convenient location that you want
and need for a rich and vibrant life surrounded by new friends.

NOW OPEN - RESERVE TODAY!

THE HEIGHTS 55 PLUS
2160 Highway 13, Mendota Heights, MN

WIrwm 6514521390
j o< ]E HeightsLeasing@michaeldevelopment.com
- = % o TheHeights55.com
= I
M>x m j‘@ MICHAEL @

ACTIVE 55+ LIVING
WITH STYLE!
Choose the 1 BR, 1 BR+den or 2 BR

floorplan that fits your lifestyle.
Plus amenities galore!

Granite countertops
e Stainless steel appliances
e In-home washer & dryer

e Pet friendly with neighboring
dog park

e Gorgeous nature views,
walking trails & more!

©

Look what's new in Summit Hill:
Mirrors to end traffic blind spots

A long-awaited safety improvement in
Summit Hill neighborhood is now a reality. A
limited number of parabolic mirrors are being
installed to provide greater safety for motor-
ists, pedestrians and bicyclists at the ends of
alleys and streets with blind spots.

“Folks are excited to finally get the mir-
rors up,” said Summit Hill Association board
member Bridget Ales. According to her, the
SHA has heard from more than half a dozen
neighbors wanting mirrors. The mirrors will
be provided free of charge and will be placed
in consultation with the district council. Resi-

dents will do the installation.

Such mirrors are typically seen on parking
structures where vehicles exit. Three mirrors
have gone into place in Summit Hill, includ-
ing one on the south side of Grand Avenue be-
tween Grotto and Saint Albans streets.

Department of Public Works spokesperson
Lisa Hiebert said the few mirrors her depart-
mentis aware of prior to this have been placed
on private property and are maintained by
the owners. She said any mirror placed in the
public right-of-way would require a permit.

Saint Paul OKs sound variances
for sewer relining worlk this fall

The Saint Paul City Council approved
sound level variances on July 15 for the relin-
ing of sewers at 11 locations around the city.
The variances are in place for September 8
through October 9.

Area locations include Aldine Street be-
tween Saint Anthony and University avenues,
Cleveland Avenue between Marshall and
Dayton avenues, Cleveland between Portland
and Ashland avenues, Grand Avenue between
Cleveland and Prior avenues, Marshall be-
tween Prior and Howell Street, Marshall be-
tween Snelling Avenue and Asbury Street, Pel-
ham Boulevard between Wabash and Myrtle
avenues, Portland between Hamline Avenue
and Syndicate Street, and Snelling between
Upper Saint Dennis and Edgcumbe roads.

The variance allows for two overnight work
periods on each project. From 6 p.m.-7 a.m.,
pumps and other equipment will not be al-
lowed to exceed 80 decibels at 50 feet. Affect-
ed property owners within 400 feet of each
project will be notified.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

We Recommend Books.
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100 MUCH-+NEVER ENOUGH

HOW MY FAMILY CREATED. &
THE WORLD'S MOST DANGEROUS MAN

VELLOW -, 14,

HOUSE g e
— ?ﬁp

Follow us on social media for suggestions
0 nextchapterbooksellers @ NextChapterBooksellers O NextChapterMN

=

next chapter

BOOKSELLERS
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Council approves new rules
designed to protect tenants

By JANE MCCLURE

Fair and Equitable) Housing Tenant Pro-

tections Ordinance won unanimous ap-
proval from the City Council on July 8. How-
ever, the work is just beginning as city officials
start establishing measures to enforce the
new ordinance before it takes effect in March

Advocates contend that those measures
will reduce displacement and protect tenants
from unethical landlords. They point to the
city’s shortage of affordable housing and the
need to help protect low-income people and
people of color. That is especially true during
the COVID-19 pandemic, they say, as advo-
cates brace for an upcoming spate of foreclo-
sures and evictions.

However, many landlords and property
management companies object to the new
regulations, claiming that they add to the
costs and complexities of renting. Some pre-
dict that more landlords will sell their proper-
ties rather than deal with more regulations.

More than half of Saint Paul residents are
renters and the city is facing an affordable
housing shortage.

One of the most controversial aspects of
the new rules is a “just cause” provision that
requires landlords to provide written reasons
why a lease is not being renewed and limits
conditions under which they may terminate a
lease. Saint Paul is the first city in the state to
have such a measure. Some tenants and advo-
cacy groups claim leases were being terminat-
ed simply because tenants asked for repairs.

Landlords can still opt to not renew a lease
if a tenant has not paid or is habitually late
with rent, or violated significant lease condi-
tions. A lease can also be terminated if a land-
lord wishes to renovate a unit or wants to rent
that unit to a family member.

The ordinance also limits the use of credit
and criminal history in screening tenants,
and changes how past evictions are consid-
ered when a rental application is reviewed.

S aint Paul’s new SAFE (Stable, Accessible,

Tenants cannot be denied a lease if they had a
misdemeanor more than three years ago or a
felony more than seven years ago. They could
still be turned down if they had been con-
victed of murder, distributing or manufactur-
ing controlled substances, arson, kidnapping,
assault, robbery, manslaughter or criminal
sexual conduct, or if they are on the lifetime
sexual offender registry.

The ordinance caps the deposit a landlord
can require to one month’s rent. Landlords of
all types of rental residential properties will be
required to provide the city and tenants with a
90-day advance notice of an impending sale.
Landlords are also required to provide tenants
with packets of information on tenants’ rights
and responsibilities.

Council members praised the ordinance, as
did Mayor Melvin Carter in a statement after
the vote. Supporters cited the two years of
work on the ordinance

Council member Mitra Jalali said the coro-
navirus pandemic has put the spotlight on
housing access in Saint Paul as a public health
issue. She said she is “incredibly proud” to
have played a role in the ordinance’s passage.

“I believe it couldn’t have come at a more
important time,” Jalali said.

Council member Chris Tolbert said he will
be monitoring the ordinance closely as it goes
forward, and urged the council to be flexible
when looking at its impact on the city’s rental
housing market. Tolbert said that while he
does not agree with everything in the ordi-
nance, he wants to see it go forward and for
the council to be willing to make changes to
itif needed.

“I don’t think any ordinance should be set
in stone,” Tolbert said.

Correction

A story in the July 8 issue of the Villager
should have stated that the monarch is being
considered for inclusion on the updated fed-
eral endangered species list that is due to be
announced at the end of 2020.

We’ve Moved!

THE PILL

SENIOR LIVING
LIFE AS IT SHOULD BE

THE PILLARS

OF HIGHLAND PARK

SENIOR LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

5000+ REASONS FOR YOU TO MOVE TODAY

Receive up to 5,000 in moving services* when you move
in by September 1, 2020.

Chef-prepared Meals | Social Events | Putting Green | Salon
Library and Theater | Guest Suite | Live Entertainment | Staffed 24/7

OPTIONAL SERVICES
Medication Management | Safety Pendant | Housekeeping | NP visits

CALL TODAY TO SET UP YOUR VIRTUAL TOUR | 651-699-4038

*Our professional movers will pack, move and unpack your household from now until September 1.

PILLARSSENIORLIVING.COM/WHITEBEARLAKE
©2020 Fairview Health Services 900079
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1347 Larpenteur Avenue West, Saint Paul, MN 55113

The Single Safest Place
to Buy Your Glasses

Dr. Tami Pham

1623 Summit Avenue - $729,900 720 Goodrich Ave - $730,000

594 Warwick Street - $549,900 834 Portland Avenue - $299,900

Inventory and interest rates are at record lows
and homes are selling within days of being listed.
Give us a call today for a free market analysis.
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Mayor Carter is using crises as cover for questionable hires

By SHIRLEY ERSTAD, DAVE
DURENBERGER AND LAURA GOODMAN

he year is more than half over and
I what aride it has been. Globally, we

have been dealing with a pandemic,
economic uncertainty, social unrest and
more signs of climate change, all with a
presidential election in November amid
questions about how the balloting will be
safely, effectively and accurately carried out.
These situations cause communities to ask
themselves how to cope, be good human
beings and chart a sustainable course. They
require us to take stock of where we are
and to reflect on past decisions, plans and
commitments.

Which brings us to the question, “How are
you, Saint Paul?”

We wouldn’t know, given the mayor and
City Council’s lack of transparent governance.
Our leaders have used the pandemic,
economic collapse and racial unrest as a cover
to make questionable and highly expensive
hires that on the surface seem to be working
only to inflate the mayor’s image. We cannot
afford a fireworks show in the Capital City,
but the mayor needs three chiefs-of-staff and
a political director to communicate with the
seven-member City Council.

Mayor Melvin Carter recently told Saint
Paul’s legislative delegation that our city
budget needs to be cut by $20 million in
2020. In March, Saint Paul implemented
a hiring freeze due to COVID-19 and the
unknown yet likely devastating economic

impact of the pandemic on our city.

In 2019, Saint Paul broke a decades-old
record of homicides in a year. Even before
the events surrounding the murder of
George Floyd, the city was on track to break
the record for shots fired that was set only
last year. While violence may be increasing
nationally, too, that is no excuse for not
dealing with our own issues.

In December 2019 Mayor Carter
proposed, and the City Council approved,
a supplemental city budget. One of the
components of that budget was $1.7 million
for Community First Public Safety (CFPS)
to fund several programs already in place,
including Right Track, which facilitates youth
employment, and Community Ambassadors,
which supports citizen interactions with
police on the street. As early as February,
before COVID, City Council members Jane
Prince and Nelsie Yang asked the mayor’s
office why that money was not being spent.
Months later, City Council member Rebecca
Noecker asked Mayor Carter that same
question at a City Council meeting. However,
she was speaking only to an image of the
mayor’s name, since he had left the meeting
before any questions could be asked.

Later, Mayor Carter’s response was that
a CFPS coordinator needed to be hired. As
of this writing, that has yet to be done and
the CFPS money remains unspent, even for
programs already in place. Much angst and
passion have been expressed throughout our
country that policing systems and structures
need to be addressed. This makes the mayor’s

Hiring mayoral staff seems to
be one of this administration’s
fortes. Not only has the CFPS
coordinator position been
created, a single chief-of-staff
position has morphed into
three chiefs-of staff.... There
are now 13 assistants to the
mayor on the city payroll.

inaction on CFPS that much more confusing
and disturbing.

Hiring mayoral staff seems to be one of
this administration’s fortes. Not only has the
CFPS coordinator position been created, a
single chief-of-staff position has morphed
into three chiefs-of staff and we’ve seen the
creation of a second deputy parks director.

There are now 13 assistants to the mayor
on the city payroll plus the recently filled
position of executive project lead for
redevelopment. The director of Planning and
Economic Development (PED) position has
been vacant for a year. Why was a project
lead hired for $180,000 per year instead of a
qualified PED director?

Also hired since the COVID lockdown
began is a new political director for the
mayor, ostensibly to replace the outgoing
press secretary. This hire, which the mayor
said is necessary for him to communicate
with the City Council, comes from the local
AFSCME union, which endorsed Mayor

Carter’s candidacy in 2017 (even though
there was no DFL endorsement in the
mayoral race) and the candidacy of every
sitting City Council member. The mayor’s
new political director has been employed
since April, without the required approval

of the City Council. Despite that glitch, it
stretches the imagination that the mayor and
City Council cannot communicate with one
another without a highly paid intermediary.

In addition to these under-the-cover-of-
crisis hires, $50,000 of public money is being
paid to a public relations firm to bolster
Carter’s image as the “economic mayor.”

We cannot escape the math. Many highly
paid staff positions take funding away from
other things our community needs, like
mill-and-overlay projects for our pot-holed
streets. Renters and homeowners alike are
already feeling the heavy weight of city taxes.

Elected leaders and citizens have
responsibilities to one another, including
transparency and accountability. As we have
seen at the national and now city level, some
questionable things are being done during
this time of uncertainty. It is our civic duty
to demand accountability to stop that from
happening.

Shirley Erstad, Dave Durenberger and
Laura Goodman are members of Saint Paul
STRONG, a nonpartisan organization dedicated
to improving representative government in
Saint Paul by empowering citizen participation
and encouraging open and transparent public
processes at City Hall.

School resource officers got a bad rap in Villager story

Add sports fields to Ford site

Our neighborhood is missing a big opportunity by not
putting more fields for recreational sports at the Ford site.

The development will create an increase in the population of
Highland Park. Many of the people moving in will be families
with children. These kids will want to play sports near their
home. Kids don’t want to stroll in a landscaped park, they
want to play sports like soccer, lacrosse and basketball. The
high density of the Ford site means these kids won’t have a
backyard of their own to run around in.

A great place for recreational fields on the Ford site would
be the southwest corner of Montreal and Cleveland avenues.
This area is adjacent to the existing baseball and softball
diamonds and is farther away from residential buildings to
minimize the impact of lights and noise. It should be rezoned
for recreational fields.

Dominik Amann, age 15
Highland Park

Heroes who stand up for justice

In Jack Maloney’s letter to the editor (“Many ways to
combat racism,” Villager Inbox, July 8), he suggested that
the people who protested the murder of George Floyd put
their time and passion into “actually doing something
constructive.” Please don’t assume that people who protested
aren’t the same people who are already donating time to a
food bank or homeless shelter, teaching ESL, cleaning up
public spaces or volunteering with children in inner-city
schools. The protests are the very reason that all four police
officers were arrested for the murder of Mr. Floyd. If people
had not taken to the streets, the officers would not have been
charged. People have grown weary of repeatedly seeing police
officers put on paid leave while the department investigates,
only to declare the officers’ actions justified.

When our nation was created, rights were only granted
to wealthy white males. Every right outside of the original
(voting rights for women, civil rights, GLBT rights, etc.) was
fought for by people taking to the streets in protest. One could
argue itis the ultimate act required to enact systemic change.

Mr. Maloney stated that protesting is the most convenient
way to combat racism. There is nothing convenient about
marching in the scorching heat for hours, facing down

The article about school resource officers (SROs) in the
July 8 Villager was disappointing. I was specifically troubled
by the Villager's willingness to print inflammatory quotes
by Saint Paul School Board member Chauntyll Allen and
Como Park High School student Kalid Ali. Neither Ms.
Allen’s remark that having an SRO present at a school was
a “traumatic situation,” nor Mr. Ali’s remark that “if you
see an officer with a gun, it’s a threat that you might be the
next one on his hit list,” reflected the day-to-day reality of
SROs in Saint Paul schools. Why did the reporter, Casey Ek,
not query Ms. Allen and Mr. Ali further to have them offer
evidence to support these mind-boggling assertions?

Both of my children have attended Saint Paul schools,
and my daughter is a senior at Washington Technology
Magnet School on the city’s North Side. I have also
volunteered at Washington, serving for the last four
years on the school’s School Climate Improvement Team.
SCIT teams routinely review disciplinary data and speak
with school leaders. Never in the past four years have we
read or heard about SROs at Washington or elsewhere
causing “trauma” or carrying a “hitlist.” In fact, 'm
unaware of any SRO ever having drawn his or her gun.

My own observations and interactions with SROs on duty

at Washington are closer to the scene depicted in the

photo accompanying your article of an SRO engaged in
nonconfrontational conversation with students, who show
evident respect for the uniformed officer.

I believe, as do most district teachers and principals, that
having SROs stationed in Saint Paul high schools is a good
idea and supported by data. If there’s conflict at the school,
it nearly always arises from students in conflict with each
other or with teachers and administrators. SROs were
not the cause of any “trauma” or trouble; they were there
to prevent it by their very presence and to deal with itin
coordination with school teachers and staff.

In the aftermath of the protests and riots in late May and
early June, Minneapolis police have reduced their patrol
presence in the city. Not surprisingly, crime has risen. I
predict that whenever students return to Saint Paul high
schools, the same dynamic will take hold. Misbehaving
students understand moral hazard as well as adults, and
will adjust quickly to the absence of SROs. Inevitably, police
will be called for more serious situations. Hopefully, they
won’t be too late to help.

Barry Randall
Macalester-Groveland

militarized police and being shot at with tear gas canisters,
rubber bullets and flash-bang grenades. The people who
put their personal safety on the line to stand up for racial
and social justice are heroes. When they’re not exhausting
themselves in the streets, I can assure you they’re already out
there volunteering in the community.
Rachel Goligoski
Lexington-Hamline

Good riddance to racist logos

Twenty years ago, the suburban high school where I
coached and taught banned students from wearing T-shirts
and belt buckles with the Confederate battle flag. Likewise,
students were not allowed to park in the student lot if their
vehicles carried images of that flag. Despite objections by
some students and parents, the measures were put in place
by the school board and administrators because the display

of the CSA battle flag was seen for what it was—a symbol
of hate and white supremacy that could provoke violent
conflicts between students.

In my school, the display of the CSA battle flag by a small
number of students was done primarily to intimidate,
demean and taunt minority students as well as students who
held liberal ideas about politics. The students who opposed
the ban sometimes said they were merely honoring American
history and heritage. It’s unlikely any of them would have
been able to name a single Civil War battlefield or Union or
Confederate general, or describe what Reconstruction was
about or the purpose of Jim Crow laws. Certainly, these same
students would probably not have had a clue regarding the
lives of enslaved people or why the Civil War was fought. All
they knew was that for some vague reason, the CSA battle
flag was a way for them to antagonize authorities and feel
superior to other students.

INBOX »>9
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Twenty-eight years ago, a group from my church attended
a service at All Nations Church, which primarily serves
the Native American community in Minneapolis. After the
service, we all marched to the Metrodome to protest the
racially offensive logo of the Washington Redskins, a team
that was set to play the Buffalo Bills later that day in the Super
Bowl in Minneapolis. This many years later, the Redskins will
finally change the team name. Sadly, team owners apparently
are not considering the name change because of any moral
outrage on the part of the public. Instead, the name change
has more to do with the bottom line: Nike has refused to
carry clothing and other team paraphernalia that display the
Redskins logo and name.

My hometown of Cleveland has finally decided it’s time
the Indians dropped its offensive team name, and the state
of Mississippi recently removed the CSA battle flag inset
on its state flag. It’s nice to see that the former states of the
Confederacy, NASCAR, the National Football League and
Major League Baseball will finally enter the modern era
and dispense with their racist symbols. They should be
commended, but hey, what took you guys so long?

M.L. Kluznik
Mendota Heights

Great city needs a new name

I have enjoyed living in this progressive and liberal-minded
city for the past 12 years. However, one thing that has always
bothered me is the name. How can there be a separation
between church and state when the city is named Saint
Paul? Is it fair to force our Muslim neighbors and people of
other faiths (as well as atheists) to live in a city named after a
Christian saint? In the current time when we are reevaluating
statues and monuments as well as the names of lakes and
parkways, we need to consider the same for our city. Ata
minimum, the name is politically incorrect and to some it
may be offensive. In 2016 Barrow, Alaska, changed its name to
an indigenous word. It is time for Saint Paul to do the same.
We need a name that is inclusive to all people who call this
great city home.

Chris Bredehoft
Merriam Park

Protests need protections

Sad but not unexpected that a young lady recently lost
her life in Seattle while protesting on Interstate 5. Summer
Taylor, 24, protesting with several others around 1:40 a.m.
on July 4, was struck by a car along with another person who
remains in critical condition as I'm writing this. News reports
say the freeway was closed and blocked with several cars
with no lights on, but a car swerved around the stationary
cars and into the protesters. The driver who left the scene
was eventually stopped by protesters in another car until
authorities could make an arrest.

Apparently, the Washington State Patrol had closed the
freeway ramps. They assume the driver got on the freeway
by driving the wrong way down an exit ramp. Now the
Washington State Patrol will no longer allow protests on
Interstate 5. Seems like they admit they looked the other way
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knowing people were on the freeway but refused to send
vehicles with flashing lights to protect the protesters as a
warning to any vehicle that might have ended up there.

I put the biggest blame on the local politicians who let
this tragedy happen in the first place. Will our own mayors
and governor get the message and stop the reckless behavior
we’re seeing in our own city before more people have to die?

W. Huemmer
Highland Park

Discomfort for the privileged

I generally am a fan of Saint Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell.
But his statement that police officers were treated during the
recent civil unrest in ways that were “dehumanizing” left
me bitterly angry. Did it make them feel vulnerable, falsely
accused, targeted, prejudged, victimized or fearful? Now
imagine feeling this all your life as a black man or woman in
this city.

I'd like to think the Saint Paul Police Department learned
avaluable lesson from the experience of “civil unrest.” That
is what civil unrest is supposed to do: make those who are
privileged feel the discomfort of those who are suffering. But
it seems to have gone over Chief Axtell’s head. His obliviously
insensitive statement left me teary with hopelessness. It’s not
just people of color whose trust they’ve lost.

Kate Vichich
Snelling-Hamline

Hypocrisy of suing big oil

The state of Minnesota has filed a lawsuit against large
oil firms for making misleading statements about climate
change. Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison has said
these misleading statements have been going on for 30 years.
If the state knows the truth about the dangerous effects of
burning fossil fuels and has known for 30 years, why does it
keep building roads to promote driving and the burning of
fossil fuels? Keith Ellison, the frontman in this lawsuit, knows
the truth firsthand, so does he ride a bike when traveling
around the state?

Why isn’t the state filing a lawsuit against Ford Motor
Company? For decades, Ford has known the truth about
climate change, yet it continues to build its hugely popular
F-Series pickup trucks that are gas-guzzling, iceberg-melting
machines. In 2019 alone, Ford sold 900,000 F-Series pickup
trucks. Why isn’t Ford in trouble? Why are only those who
provide the gas in trouble? Keith Ellison and millions of
Minnesotans drive all over the place, and they’re going to
blame this on the oil firms? Get real.

Frank Erickson
Standish, Minneapolis

The Villager welcomes letters to the editor. To be
considered for publication, however, letters must
be signed, indicate the neighborhood in which the
letter writer lives and include a telephone number for
verification purposes. Please send your letter to the
Villager at 757 S. Snelling Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55116, or
email it to letters@myvillager.com.
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Multifamily boom

Pandemic puts a small, hopefully
short-lived dent in rental market

By FRANK JossI

he Harper, the new five-story apart-

I ment building at the corner of Selby
and Snelling avenues, opened in
March, just in time to suffer through the first
few months of the coronavirus pandemic and
the state-imposed lockdown of the economy.

Developed by Ryan Companies, the same
firm that developed the five-story Vintage at
Selby across the street, the Harper also weath-
ered several nights of civil unrest following the
death of George Floyd in South Minneapolis
on May 25. First-floor windows were boarded
up in fear of vandalism. Still, prospective ten-
ants continued to tour the building, albeit at a
slower pace.

The leasing of the Harper “has been going
well in a tough time,” according to Joseph
Peris, a manager of real estate development
for Ryan. “We’ve gotten a good reception
from the neighborhood. There’s definitely a
demand for living in the Snelling-Selby area.”

Typically, new apartment buildings fill
up within a year of their opening, but Ryan
Companies expects it will take a good four to
six months longer to fully lease the Harper.
Due to the pandemic, many prospective ten-
ants are opting to stay in their current homes,
according to Peris. “Folks are becoming en-
trenched where they are; they’re a little sticki-
er now then they used to be,” he said.

Apartment living continues to be an at-
tractive option in the Twin Cities even with
the pandemic-generated fears of denser liv-
ing. The metro area’s apartment vacancy rate,
which has been extremely low in recent years,
still stands at 3.2 percent, according to Brent
Wittenberg, vice president of Marquette Advi-
sors, areal estate consulting firm and publish-
er of the quarterly Apartment Trends. However,
he added, that vacancy rate may be artificially
low because of the pandemic and the related
government stimulus payments, additional
unemployment benefits and the moratorium
on apartment evictions.

GUARANTEED*
GOOD COMPANY

Sue Johnson 651-329-1264 suejohnson@goodcorealty.com

Wittenberg remains bullish on the local
rental market. The city of Saint Paul will see
3,500 new apartments built between now
and 2022, he said, a much more aggressive
pace than in the past seven years when devel-
opers added just 3,000 new apartments.

“We expect the market will respond very
well to the new apartment products in Saint
Paul, including the neighborhoods south of
1-94,” he said. “These are appealing, walkable
neighborhoods with ready access to goods
and services, public amenities and significant
employment centers.”

The Twin Cities was one of the first urban
markets to recover from the economic reces-
sion of 2008, and Wittenberg believes that
history will repeat itself once the threat of
COVID-19 infection dissipates. However, the
landscape will continue to be challenging for
developers as the region delivers an estimat-
ed 9,000 new apartment units this year and
potentially 30,000 new apartments over the
next three years.

In July, Twin Cities landlords as a whole
collected 86 percent of the rent due, which
was substantially higher than the national av-
erage, according to Cecil Smith, president and
CEO of the Minnesota Multi Housing Associa-
tion. The rent collection was “beyond every-
one’s expectations,” he said, and possibly due
in part to the additional $600 per week fed-
eral government unemployment assistance.
Smith also credited the moratorium on evic-
tions and the industry’s decision not to charge
late fees for rent or to impose rent increases
for helping to stabilize the market.

The Twin Cities continue to have a criti-
cal shortage of apartments despite the many
new multifamily buildings going up in the
downtown, Uptown and Dinkytown areas
of Minneapolis, according to Smith. “We still
have full occupancy in the metro. That hasn’t
changed,” he said.

Before the onslaught of COVID-19, the
apartment market was so healthy that some
buildings filled up a year ahead of schedule,

The living and kitchen areas
of one of the Harper's 163
apartments (above) and the
second-floor pool deck (right).
PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER

he said. However, challeng-
es remain, from the ongoing
pandemic to the costly regu-
lations imposed by Saint
Paul’s new Tenant Protec-
tions Ordinance, he said.

The impact of COVID-19
pushed the wusual spring
rush for new leases into
summer and forced policy
changes  within  build-
ings, according to Brenda
Hvambsal, vice president of
marketing for Steven Scott Co., which man-
ages 10,000 apartment units in the Twin Cit-
ies, including the Finn and South Highland
in Highland Park. Many apartment ameni-
ties such as fitness centers, party rooms and
theaters were closed for several weeks and
only recently reopened at a limited capacity,
Hvambsal said.

About half of the tenants understood the
new limitations, but the rest were angry they
could not use those spaces, she said. Land-
lords and property management companies
have also had to adapt to new protocols,
switching to virtual tours and appointment-
only visits, requiring face masks on all staff
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and visitors, and reducing the potential touch
points in buildings, she added.

The Harper’s management has held social-
ly distant ice-breakers for new tenants out-
side of the building, Peris said. And with more
tenants having groceries delivered, staff have
found places to store grocery bags until ten-
ants have a chance to pick them up, he said.

The Harper has attracted local college stu-
dents, empty-nesters and others who mirror
the residents of the surrounding neighbor-
hood, according to Peris. “We’d like to be
more leased,” he said, “but relative to every-
thing that has happened, the interest we've
seen is a testament to the product and the

neighborhood.”
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Low inventory of homes for sale makes for balanced market

Homeowners who are
ready to sell are able
to get close to 100%
of initial asking price

By FrRANK JossI

he coronavirus pandemic
I may be taking a toll on many
parts of the U.S. economy,
but the real estate market in the
Twin Cities remains strong. “Hon-
estly, the real estate market has
been strong in relative terms to the
conditions we’re in now,” said Pat-
rick Ruble, president of the Saint
Paul Area Association of Realtors.
“When you look at this year, it’s be-
low last year, but it’s tracking in the
same pattern.”

Historically low interest rates
and continued strong demand are
driving the market, said Ruble. The
problem, as it has been for years, is
the lack of supply. “We’d like to see
more listings, and that’s the case
across the Twin Cities,” said Ruble,
who is a manager in the Highland
Park office of Coldwell Banker
Realty.

The trade association Minnesota
Realtors released a report in mid-
July showing a 7.8 percent increase
in pending sales and a 12 percent
decline in listings statewide in June
2020 compared to June 2019. The
supply of Minnesota homes for sale
fell 30 percent, bringing a slight
price increase despite a challenging
economy. The market has a two-
month supply of homes for sale, or

Neighborhood Homes Sold  Homes Sold  Median Price
2019 Jan.-May 2020 2018
Highland Park 318 125 $325,000
Macalester-Groveland 305 115 $351,000
Merriam/Union Park 139 50 $325,000
West Seventh 152 75 $229,930
Summit Hill 88 41 $418,000
Summit-University 213 61 $244,250
Downtown Saint Paul 170 49 $193,250
Lilydale 22 9 $275,000
Mendota Heights 201 47 $385,000
Mpls. Longfellow 396 120 $265,950
Mpls. Nokomis 737 270 $275,000

Median Price Percentage of
2019 Original List
Price, 2020
$334,450 98.7%
$354,950 98.1%
$335,000 98.9%
$230,000 98.5%
$454,950 97.8%
$251,000 96.5%
$205,900 96.7%
$342,500 99.1%
$424,250 98.4%
$280,000 101.1%
$291,000 100.7%

The figures for homes sold and the prices of those homes in neighborhoods served by the Villager were
supplied by the Regional Multiple Listing Service and the Saint Paul Area Association of Realtors.

four months less than what a bal-
anced market would have.

The number of new listings and
closed sales has dropped dramati-
cally in neighborhoods served by
the Villager, but home prices less
so. In all 10 of those neighborhoods,
homes this year have sold within 3.5
percent of their original asking price
(see chart above). And after double-
digit decreases in April and May, the
number of signed purchase agree-
ments in June 2020 increased by
6.2 percent when compared to June
2019, according to the Saint Paul
and Minneapolis Area Associations
of Realtors.

With the lack of new-home con-
struction, the inventory of homes
for sale remains tight, according to
Ruble. More people are staying put
and refinancing or remodeling their
homes rather than buying a new
house given the limited choices and

the continued uncertainty about
the economy.

Lower-priced homes, generally
below $300,000, represent the hot-
test segment of the real estate mar-
ket currently. Those homes are often
attracting multiple bids, Ruble said.
What is making the lower-priced
market so competitive is the de-
mand of first-time home buyers and
baby boomer empty-nesters look-
ing to downsize, he said.

The sale of homes in the
$300,000- $700,000 range remains
“pretty strong, and that surprises
me,” Ruble said. With some uncer-
tainty in the job market, buyers may
be reluctant to invest in more ex-
pensive homes, he added.

COVID-19 has not dimmed the
dreams of people wanting to move
into a home that better serves their
lifestyles with room for a home of-
fice, fitness center or outdoor re-

treat, according to Sue Johnson of
Good Company Realty Group and
the Highland Park office of Cold-
well Banker Realty. Homeowners
considering a move may want to act
now, she said.

After an April slowdown, the
real estate market heated up even
though the supply remained flat,
Johnson said. Most price points, in-
cluding upper bracket homes, con-
tinue to sell. “Every year has its own
personality,” she said. “If you watch
the news, you’d think the world is
coming to an end, but the market
and the economy continue.”

Homes selling in the $600,000-
$900,000 range are seeing fewer
buyers, “and I haven’t totally fig-
ured out why yet,” said Marti Estey
of Reidell-Estey & Associates.

However, the West Seventh and
Midway neighborhoods have be-
come especially attractive, she said,

because of their affordability, ac-
cess to transit and good housing
stock. One of Estey’s buyers offered
$30,000 more than the $225,000
asking price for a Midway home and
was outbid, she said.

Some of Estey’s clients are hop-
ing to move out of an apartment
because of health concerns related
to high-density living. They no lon-
ger want to ride elevators to their
upper-floor units or share common
spaces for fear of infection by the
coronavirus. Whether that desire
will have an impact on apartment
living is unclear, but it has drawn
customers to Estey’s business.

The selling process for single-
family homes has changed for buy-
ers and sellers alike, according to Es-
tey and Johnson. Prospective home
buyers and their agents must wear
face masks in homes and some-
times gloves. Hand sanitizers stand
ready for frequent use. Open houses
are rare, and you will not see multi-
ple buyers walking through a home
at the same time. Sellers may head
out of town on weekends when
their homes are shown, and they
will sanitize door knobs and other
frequently touched surfaces when
they return.

The real estate market has re-
mained healthier in the Twin Cit-
ies than in other large metropolitan
areas despite the pandemic and the
days of unrest following the death of
George Floyd while in the custody of
Minneapolis police. “Some markets
on the East and West coasts and De-
troit were harder hit than we were,”
Ruble said.

The Gnome is scheduled to open in late July in the former
Happy Gnome space at 498 Selby Ave. Chef Brian Ingram and
his wife, Sarah, will feature modern pub fare and more than
100 beverages on tap. Changes to the buidling, which started
outin 1882 as a city fire station, will include an expanded pa-
tio with outdoor bar, a redesigned main floor, and a reimag-
ined beer hall and event space upstairs with games and other
activities. Chef Justin Sutherland has come onboard as direc-
tor of culinary, working with Ingram to fine-tune the menu.
Just like they do at their Hope Breakfast Bar in the former

firehouse at 1 Leech St., the Ingrams plan to give 3 percent of
their profits at The Gnome to neighbors in need. The Ingrams,
along with Sutherland, also reportedly plan to do the same
when they open Elotes Woodfired Cantina in the former
In Bloom location in the Keg & Case Market on West Seventh
Street later this year.

Rick Appelsies has been named president of Minnesota Knit-
ting Mills, 1450 Mendota Heights Road, Mendota Heights. He
came to the company last year as senior product develop-
ment manager. His past experience includes a wide array of
executive leadership and experience in the textile industry,
ranging from senior vice president at Red Wing Shoe Co. to

Wolverine Worldwide and Rocky Brands. Minnesota Knit-
ting Mills has been in business since 1908. Its products can
be found worldwide as component parts of high-quality ap-
parel, medical devices, sports uniforms, military garments
and hunting accessories.

Abbott Paint & Carpet, 1808 Grand Ave., announced last
month that it has delayed its 75th anniversary celebration
due to the coronavirus pandemic. The paint company was
started in 1945 by Howard (Mike) Abbott in Saint Paul. It
added locations in downtown White Bear Lake in 1991 and
Stillwater in 1994. Visit Abbottpaint.com for updates on the
rescheduling of the anniversary celebration events.
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The following crime incidents were compiled
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Burglary—Residential burglaries were
reported on the 1900 block of Dorothea Av-
enue at 12:12 p.m. Thursday, July 2; and on the
2000 block of Montreal Avenue at 1:39 p.m.
Monday, July 6.

Theft—Items worth more than $1,000
were reported stolen from vehicles on Hart-
ford Avenue and on Randolph Avenue on June
26, Bohland Avenue and on South Mississippi
River Boulevard on June 29, Ford Parkway
on July 1, Beechwood Avenue and on West
Maynard Drive on July 4.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on East
Maynard Drive on June 27 and 29, Hampshire
Avenue on July 1, Edgcumbe Road on July 2
and South Roy Street on July 7.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the
2200 block of West Seventh Street at 4:26 p.m.
Sunday, July 5.

Assault—Aggravated assaults with dan-
gerous weapons were reported on the 2100
block of West Seventh Street on July 1, and on
Bayard Avenue and Syndicate Street on July 6.

Lexi “H L

Burglary—Commercial break-ins were re-
ported on Sunday, June 28, on the 1200 block
of University Avenue and on the 1100 block of
Selby Avenue.

—Two home break-ins occurred on the
1200 block of Dayton Avenue on July 6-7.

Theft—Items valued at more than $1,000
were reported stolen from vehicles on the
1200 block of Selby Avenue on June 30, and on
Griggs Street and Portland Avenue on July 6.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the
1200 block of Saint Anthony Avenue at 9:32
p-m. Friday, June 26.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a gun
was reported on the 1300 block of University
Avenue at 3:54 p.m. Tuesday, July 7.

Macalester-Groveland

Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-
ported on the 1700 block of Grand Avenue at
2:21 p.m. Sunday, June 2.8.

Burglary—Two residential burglaries were
reported on the 1300 block of Sargent Avenue
onJuly 5-6.

Theft—Items valued at more than $1,000
were reported stolen from vehicles on Juliet

Fatal shooting in Summit-U

wo men were arrested follow-
I ing gunfire that left Bajuan Davon
Adams, 25, of Saint Paul dead and
another man injured in the Summit-
University neighborhood on Wednesday,
July 15. Shots rang out at about 5:45 p.m.,
drawing dozens of officers to Concordia
and Western avenues. When they arrived,
they found Adams lying in the street with
a gunshot wound to the head.

Police said alarge crowd had gathered as
anurse was rendering aid and paramedics
were on the way, but Adams died at the
scene. A gray, four-door sedan was seen
speeding away from the area and officers
found it crashed near Marshall Avenue and
Chatsworth Street.

Police later arrested Tazman A. Jones-
English, 21, on suspicion of murder and
Quincy R. Adams, 26, for aggravated as-
saultin connection with the case.

Shortly after the fatal shooting, a second
male gunshot victim arrived at Regions
Hospital in a private vehicle. He was treat-
ed for injuries that police said were not
life-threatening. Police believed he was in-
jured in the shooting on Concordia.

This was the 18th homicide of the year in
Saint Paul. Anyone with information about
the shooting is asked to call 651-266-5650.

Avenue on June 25, Princeton Avenue on June
26, Sargent Avenue on June 28, Grand Avenue
and Saratoga Street on June 30, Woodlawn
Avenue on July 8, and Grand on July 8.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on Brim-
hall Street on June 27 and July 6, and on Grand
Avenue on June 29.

Mendota Heights

Shooting on bridge—A 29-year-old man
was fatally shot by a Carver County Sheriff’s
deputy after a police standoff on Monday, July
13, that closed the Mendota Bridge for more
than 13 hours. Officers used tire spikes to dis-
able the suspect’s vehicle following a pursuit
that began around 12:45 a.m. in Chaska and
involved the suspect threatening to shoot a
woman. The chase ended around 3 a.m. with
the suspect still holding the woman at gun-
point until he was shot. He died at the scene.

Theft—Several items were reported stolen
from vehicles on the 1400 block of Cherry Hill

Road on June 25, the 1300 block of Highway 13
during the evening of July 6-7 and on the 1500
block of Vandall Street on July 9.

—The driver of a stolen vehicle was arrest-
ed following a chase on I-35E that started at
Highway 62 at 2:10 a.m. Saturday, July 4, and
ended with a high-risk stop on Grand Avenue.

Assault—A woman was taken to jail for as-
saulting her husband with a baseball bat on
the 500 block of Fremont Street at 10:55 p.m.
Sunday, June 21.

Miscellaneous—An elderly man who was
lost was located with the assistance of a State
Patrol helicopter at 11:09 p.m. Wednesday,
June 24, near railroad tracks in Lilydale. He
was reunited with his family.
MerriamPark

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-
ported on Summit and Fairview avenues at
2:38 p.m. Sunday, June 28.

—A robbery at gunpoint was reported on
the 2000 block of Marshall Avenue at 2:45
p-m. Sunday, June 28.

Burglary—A residential break-in was re-
ported on the 2000 block of Carroll Avenue at
noon Friday, June 26.

—Commercial burglaries included two on
the 400 block of North Roy Street on June 28-
29, two on the 1700 block of University Avenue
on July 1 and 5, and one on the 2100 block of
Marshall Avenue on July 3.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on
North Cleveland Avenue on June 28, Saint An-
thony Avenue on July 3, University Avenue and
Carroll Avenue on July 5, and Saint Anthony
and Carroll on July 7.

—Items valued at more than $1,000 were
reported stolen from vehicles on the 1600
block of Ashland Avenue on June 29, and on
Mississippi River Boulevard and Summit
Avenue on July 4.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a
gun was reported on Marshall Avenue and
North Mississippi River Boulevard at 3:45 p.m.
Tuesday, June 30.

—An aggravated assault with a knife was
reported on the 1700 block of University
Avenue at 11:01 a.m. Sunday, July 5.

S it Hill
Burglary—Home burglaries were reported
on the 1200 block of Lincoln Avenue at 8:56
a.m. Sunday, June 28; and the 900 block of
Goodrich Avenue at 9:31 a.m. Friday, July 3.
—Commercial break-ins were reported on

the 800 block of Grand Avenue at 7:05 a.m.
Wednesday, July 1; and on the 100 block of
South Chatsworth Street at 9:22 p.m. Monday,
July 6.

Theft—Three vehicles were reported sto-
len on the 700-1000 blocks of Grand Avenue
on July 3-4.

—Items worth more than $1,000 were re-
ported stolen from a vehicle on the 700 block
of Grand Avenue at 10 p.m. Friday, July 3.

S . _U . .

Burglary—A burglary was reported on the
400 block of North Lexington Parkway at 3:41
a.m. Monday, June 29.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on North
Western Avenue on June 25, Portland Avenue
and Western on June 26, three on Marshall
Avenue on June 29, and Selby Avenue on July 1.

—Items valued at more than $1,000 were
reported stolen from vehicles on Laurel Av-
enue and Virginia Street on June 26, Holly Av-
enue on July 3 and Marshall Avenue on July 4.

Assault—Aggravated assaults with guns
were reported on the 700 block of Iglehart
Avenue on Sunday, June 28; and on the 200
block of Kent Street on Monday, July 6.

WestEnd

Burglary—Commercial burglaries were
reported on the 300 block of Sherman Street
at10:48 a.m. Thursday, June 25; the 200 block
of West Seventh Street at 4:56 a.m. Wednes-
day, July 1; the 200 block of Grand Avenue at
3:48 a.m. Saturday, July 4; and the 1400 block
of West Seventh at 1:10 a.m. Sunday, July 5.

—A residential burglary was reported on
the 700 block of South Victoria Street at 1:20
p-m. Sunday, June 28.

—ADburglary wasreported on the 400 block
of Goodhue Street at 8:25 a.m. Monday, July 6.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on West Sev-
enth and Albion Avenue on June 25, West Sev-
enth on June 29, South Western Avenue on
July 6 and Smith Avenue on July 7.

—Items valued at more than $1,000 were
reported stolen from vehicles on Juno Avenue
and Mercer Street on June 26, Armstrong Av-
enue on June 27, Arbor Street on June 30, and
Leech Street and Forbes Avenue on June 30.

Sex crime—An attempted rape was re-
ported on the 1300 block of Pleasant Avenue
at 11:21 p.m. Wednesday, July 1.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a dan-
gerous weapon was reported on Otto Avenue
and Shepard Road at 1:52 p.m. Saturday, June 27.

GATEWAY BANK

Make a Difference

FOR CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY

From July 1 to August 31, 2020:

Open a checking or savings account at Gateway Bank
and we will donate $25 to The Sheridan Story
to help feed children in Minnesota.

745 Market Street, Mendota Heights | gateway—banklng com | 651 209 4800

r*5SHERIDAN STORY

Member

FDIC

Saint Paul Area Realtors® celebrate three local grant recipients receiving a
collective $100,000 for their commitments toimproving the communities they serve.

Housing First Minnesota Foundation
Safe Summer Nights
University of Minnesota’s Mapping Prejudice Project

TP 85

Learn more at Spaar.com

REALTORS®
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

SAINT PAUL AREA ASSOC

TORS®
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A murder mystery for your Macintosh
Park Square premiere Zooms in on the suspected killer

By ANNE MURPHY

ctor E.J. Subkoviak didn’t have a clue

A;hat he would be offered a role in
ark Square Theatre’s new mystery

drama, though he is delighted to be a part of
the whodunit. Riddle Puzzle Plot will play out
in four weekly episodes beginning July 24. It
will not appear on stage, but will be live-
streamed via Zoom with the cast appearing
from remote locations and an interactive
component for audiences.

Subkoviak plays the Host in Riddle Puzzle
Plot. A resident of Saint Paul’s Summit Hill
neighborhood, he has alongstanding affinity
for mystery theater and believes audiences
will be enthralled with the premiere
production, the brainchild of Park Square
executive director C. Michael-jon Pease and
Twin Cities playwright Jeffrey Hatcher.

“Ithought up that title years ago,”
said Hatcher, who also wrote the stage
adaptations for Sherlock Holmes and the Ice
Palace Murders and Sherlock Holmes and the
Suicide Club. “1 didn’t know what the title
would be attached to, just that it would be
for a mystery. When Michael-jon asked me to
write a Zoom mystery, Riddle Puzzle Plot was
ready and waiting.”

Pease’s request came as COVID-19 was
dropping the curtain on theaters across the
country. Park Square had planned to present
Hatcher’s play Holmes and Watson this
summer, but cancelled the production due to
the pandemic.

“Like many theaters, we're trying to find a
means of reaching our audience,” said Riddle
Puzzle Plot director Warren C. Bowles. “We
can’t bring them into the physical space.
We're not trying to do film or video, and if
we wanted to, there wouldn’t be a safe way
of working together anyway. So like other
theaters, we’re exploring the medium of
Zoom.

“We don’t have the controls available
in Zoom that we’d have in film or video,”
Bowles said, “so Jeffrey has very cleverly
made Zoom a basic element of the story
itself. His great talent at mystery and clever
scripting goes without saying. Still, this is
going to be a learning experience for all of us.
It’s going to be fun.”

Set during a pandemic, Riddle Puzzle Plot
unfolds as a group of actors decide to hold
their annual summer scavenger hunt and
other theater engagements online. When a
member of the cast ends up dead, the actors
and the audience are tasked with finding
the killer before another actor meets his or
her end. Hatcher said he will be working on
the script for each episode as the production

proceeds, taking into account audience input.

The mystery unfolds online in Riddle Puzzle Plot. The Park Square Theatre premiere stars E.J. Subkoviak (center) as the Host, with (clockwise from top left) Sun
Mee Chomet (the Femme Fatale), Shanan Custer (the Gimlet-Eyed Cynic), Alessandra Bongiardina (the Ingenue), Rodolfo Nieto (the Gigolo), Pearce Bunting (the
Usual Suspect ) and Aimee K. Bryant (the Hard-Boiled Dame with a Heart of Gold). PHOTOS COURTESY OF PARK SQUARE THEATRE

And fun is exactly what Subkoviak thinks
he will find as the Host who, according to
the playbill, “is an armchair mastermind
who devises the riddles, the puzzles and the
perfect plot. Until the plot goes wrong.”

“Truthfully, I've been a mystery buff since
Iwas akid,” Subkoviak said. “My cousins
introduced me to the board game Clue when
I was about seven, and I became instantly
suspicious of people who were named after
colors. In grade school, my best friend and I
formed our own detective agency and spent
recesses looking for mysteries to solve. I later
moved on to Agatha Christie and anything
that could be labeled a whodunit and did The
Mousetrap in high school and college.

“Needless to say, when I was asked to
play detective Nero Wolfe, who I only had a
passing familiarity with, it was a childhood
dream come true,” said Subkoviak, referring
to his starring role in the classic mystery
series at Park Square. “The Wolfe stories
are pretty much a mixture of a hard-boiled
detective story and an Agatha Christie ‘gather
up all the suspects in the sitting room so
that I may reveal the killer at the end of an
incredibly long monologue’ story.

“I'd like to say I've become incredibly smart
and deductive after so much exposure to the

“This has been a very
difficult time for theater,” said
Highland Park actress Sun
Mee Chomet. “We've been so
affected by the closures. We've
gone through days of feeling
overwhelmed. But we're also
creative, and this production
represents a creative response
to what's happened.”

mystery genre, but 'm really not,” Subkoviak
said. “What I did pick up from watching
and reading mysteries is the drama of it, the
atmosphere, the timing, and the archetypal
characters that we have Christie to thank for,
including those colorful Clue suspects.”
Highland Park actor Sun Mee Chomet
plays the Femme Fatale in Riddle Puzzle Plot.
She believes that audiences will enjoy the
mystery for its fascinating characters and its
similarities to the game of Clue. Rounding
out the cast are Shanan Custer as the Gimlet-
Eyed Cynic, Pearce Bunting as the Usual
Suspect, Rodolfo Nieto as the Gigolo, Aimee

Bryant as the Hard-Boiled Dame With a
Heart of Gold and Alessandra Bongiardina as
the Ingenue.

“This has been a very difficult time for
theater,” Chomet said. “We’ve been so
affected by the closures. We’ve gone through
days of feeling overwhelmed. But we're also
creative, and this production represents a
creative response to what’s happened.”

“This has been a dreadful time,” Hatcher
agreed of the lockdown. “Ours is going to
be one of the last professions to come back.”
His hope is that by getting creative and
presenting Riddle Puzzle Plot, Park Square will
fill a void until the COVID intermission is
over.

Since all four episodes of Riddle Puzzle
Plot are prerecorded, audiences will have
the choice each week of Zooming in on
Friday or Saturday evening. Each episode
is approximately an hour long. They come
with a live introduction and a live post-show
discussion with hints of who did it provided
by the cast and the playwright. Audiences
may also stream the episodes on Sundays
with a recorded post-show discussion.

Tickets for the series of four episodes are
$30. For reservations, visit parksquaretheatre.
org.

%L, mcgann dental
0’ m?ganndental com

Now is YOUR time for Invisalign®

SUMMER SPECIAL - FREE 3D oral scan and
consultation PLUS $2000 off!

Lisa McGann, DDS (651) 699-1547

757 Cleveland Ave. S. #2 Saint Paul
Across the street from the Highland Theater
e |

ST. PAUL AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOBILE DIAGNOSTIC MAINTENANCE & REPAIR FACILITY

<

SUMMER

AC REPAIR Package

SPECIALISTS
651-298-0956

910 Randolph (between Lexington & W. 7th)
stpaulautomotive.net

BUMPER_
=T0=—x=
BUMPEFI

Angies Ilst I €]

-VIP OIL CLUB Car Care
$7995

20°% OFF
_ Drycleaning

Some exclusions, expires 8/15/20.
Your Green Cleaner!

SKYLINE

CLEANERS

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

651-340- 2452 SkylineCleaners.net
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Music

The Oratorio Society of Minnesota has
teamed up with the Mendelssohn Choir of
Pittsburgh to offer Candid Conversations,

a weekly program combining professional
vocal coaching with lectures on choral music.
The free, online program is runs from 7-8:30
p-m. on Wednesdays through August 5. Each
class begins with a 20-minute vocal warmup
and question-and-answer session with tips
on vocal technique and practice methods. A
lecture or discussion follows. Speakers in-
clude soprano Elisabeth Stevens and Border
CrosSing founder Ahmed Anzaldda on July
22; tenor Nathan Granner and composer
Jocelyn Hagen, July 29; and mezzo-soprano
Victoria Vargas and Mehaffey, August 5. Visit
oratorio.org or themendelssohn.org.

Jazz Fest Live is being streamed on Crowd-
cast every Thursday through August 27 from
the patio at Crooner’s Lounge and Supper
Club in Fridley. The schedule of free online
performances includes the Laura Caviani Trio
at 5:30 p.m. July 23, and singer Maud Hixson
performing the songs of Jerome Kern at 8:30
p.m. July 30. A limited number of tickets to
attend the concert in person are available for
purchase. Visit twincitiesjazzfestival.com.

Books

“Fitz Bits,” a series of video lectures about
native Saint Paul author F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
life and literature, is being presented for

free viewing on the Friends of the Saint Paul
Public Library’s website. The videos are
narrated by local Fitzgerald scholar Dave
Page. The first one highlights the connections
between Saint Paul and Fitzgerald’s alma

COFFEE

FOR A CAUSE

DONATIONS APPRECIATED

No stuffed shirts. e Teddy Bear Band

will present a free concert from 6-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 29, in Mendakota Park, located on

Dodd Road just south of Highway 62 in Mendota
Heights. Participants are invited to bring along
their own teddy bear or other stuffed friend. The
event is limited to 240 participants, not count-
ing stuffed animals, and social distancing will be
encouraged.

mater, Princeton University, and how those
connections inspired his debut novel, This
Side of Paradise. The second video, which

is due out the week of July 20, addresses
Fitzgerald’s smoking habit and its place in his
life and literature. The third video, due out

in August, covers the author’s interest in the
Civil War and how that conflict plays into his
fiction. Visit thefriends.org/fitzgerald.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play
host to free online discussions with authors
Christopher Bremicker and his collection,
Song for My Baby and Other Stories, at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 22; and Matt Goldman and
David Housewright and their new private-
eye novels, Dead West and From the Grave,
respectively, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, August 5.
To register, visit subtextbooks.com.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling

STOP BY THE PILLARS OF HIGHLAND PARK

for a complimentary coffee with curbside pickup,
and make a donation to the Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

AUGUST 6 | 7:30—10 A.M.
COFFEE STATION WILL BE AT

1925 Norfolk Ave., St. Paul

Hosted by The Pillars Senior Living communities. Coffee donated by

Starbucks®. Visit our events page fo learn more and donatel!

WALKTO

alzheimer’s % association

L

OPPIDAN

651-699-4038 (P EBENEZER

Ave., will play host to free online discussions
with authors Neal Patrin and his book, Bring
That Beat Back: How Sampling Built Hip-Hop,
at 7 p.m. Sunday, July 26; John Rosengren and
his novel, A Clean Heart, about a counselor
at an adolescent drug treatment center

and his efforts to rescue himself from his
family’s broken past, at 7 p.m. Tuesday,

July 28; and David Housewright and his
McKenzie series novel, From the Grave, at

7 p-m. Tuesday, August 4. To register, visit
nextchapterbooksellers.com.

The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library
is offering for free download through August
23 the e-book A Good Time for the Truth: Race
in Minnesota. The book is a series of essays

by 16 Minnesota writers about what it s like
to be a person of color in this state. Reading
guides, conversation facilitators and virtual
discussions are available. Visit thefriends.org.

Exhibits

“Visual Prayer,” new works by members of
the Interfaith Artist Circle of the Twin Cities,
are on view through August 31 at sabesjcc.
org/about/visual-prayer-online-exhibit.
Founded in 2005 as the Jewish Women
Artists’ Circle, the Interfaith Artist Circle is
now a group of women artists from multiple
faiths who pursue art as a spiritual journey.

“Public Art: The Permanent Collection of
Landmark Center” is on view through August
8 atlandmarkcenter.org. Each week another
piece from Landmark Center’s extensive
collection will be added to the website along
with links to learn more about the artists,
their art forms and how to create artin the
spirit of these artists.

The AZ Gallery, located in Suite 130 of the

FREE |

VIRTUAL

Join us for our FREE virtual
Impressive Progressive
home tour event.

JULY 25
-at 1pm -

- Tour two impressive remodel projects
- Q & A with our staff
- Limited tickets available

Reserve your seat today:
castlebri.com/impressiveprogressive

Northern Warehouse Building, 308 Prince
St. has reopened to the public from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. All
members of the gallery have new work on
display. Social distancing and the wearing of
facemasks are required. Surfaces are being
cleaned between each shift for the safety of
guests and staff. A virtual art show is also
available at theazgallery.org.

Family

The Twin City Model Railroad Museum
has reopened to the public between 10

a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturdays. To promote
health and safety, visitors age 3 and older
are required to wear face masks, keep a
distance of 6 feet from anyone outside their
household and follow a consistent route
through the museum. Museum staff sanitize
touched objects frequently. All wooden train
layouts in the children’s play area have been
removed. To ensure the museum remains
under 25 percent capacity, tickets must be
purchased in advance at tcmrm.eventbrite.
com. The cost is $11.94 each, free for children
age 4 and under, $25 for a family of three and
$30 for a family of four. Visit tcmrm.org.

Etcetera

Union Depot’s Train Days event has moved
online this year. The virtual experience will
feature a six-part video miniseries highlight-
ing memories of Saint Paul’s magnificent
train station, the history of locomotives,
interviews with railroading experts and
more. The first four videos are now available
atuniondepot.org/traindays. There, artists
of all ages may register for a coloring contest
and the chance to win up to $250 in prizes.

=

» 1
- Castle

Building & Remodeling

The best value in professional remodeling
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The Wright Call
By Dave Wright
°
Sports will go on
Sandy
b ith look
ut Wlt new 00 leads a
packed
ajor League Baseball games are going to look a little crowd in
Mweird for the next couple of months. There won’t yoga dur-
be any television shots of fans with “Circle Me Bert” ing her
signs, couples kissing, people glued to their cellphones, and Mon(_jay
ball boys and girls making short-hop snags of foul balls. evening
Most ballparks, including Target Field, will be empty except Fitness in
. the Parks
for the players. When the games commence this week, the class at
benches will be fuller for a while. Teams will start with 30 .
Summit
players, but 15 days later must drop down to 28. overlook
Scoreboards in Saint Louis, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and Park.

Chicago’s Wrigley Field will have to be reconfigured to add
the abbreviation DH, no longer an exclusive of the American
League. (Fans in Milwaukee, a former member of the junior
circuit, will quickly recall the days when Gorman Thomas,
among others, served as the designated hitter.)

Unless they get the last out of an inning, relief pitchers
can no longer come in to face just one batter. Thus, Twins
fans may have to grit their teeth as Taylor Rogers and Devin
Smeltzer try their luck at getting right-hand hitters out.

Umpiring will be done with little dissent. A player or
manager who comes within six feet of an umpire will be
subject to ejection or worse. Sanitation will reign supreme.
Spitting is now verboten in big league parks. So is a pitcher
licking his fingers. In a move Gaylord Perry or Joe Niekro
would appreciate, pitchers may now carry a small wet rag in
their back pocket.

Finally, should a game be tied after nine innings, a runner
will be stationed on second base to start the extra frame. He’ll
be the player who made the last out in the previous inning.
In 2019, a little over 8 percent of all games went into extra
innings. Apparently, there’s a concern about fans’ attention
spans.

All of the above may have you thinking this season’s MLB
rules came from watching a 12U game at the Edgcumbe
Recreation Center. No, this is the product of months of intense
negotiations followed by the realization that you either
figure out how to play now—and collect what'’s left of your
contract—or wait until 2021.

No matter. We badly need the diversion that a baseball
season offers.

Other sports that have started up again also offer some
forms of relief. If they’re not on the course themselves, golfers
can stay home on weekends and watch the best players in
the world hit shots the couch potatoes can only dream of
duplicating. Soccer fans can also get their fix again. Even with
the late start to the season, soccer games didn’t change that
much.

Basketball and hockey may also start up again. We’ve seen
summer basketball before during Olympic years. With the
Timberwolves out of the picture, there may not be as much
interest in the games being played in Orlando. Early reports
have several key players opting out, not all of them by choice.

Hockey in August will seem odd. It'll seem even stranger
to be playing a Stanley Cup series in a neutral setting with
no fans. It'll likely scratch a small itch, but for Wild fans the
real interest will be higher next season when the Russian
youngster Kirill Kaprizov suits up for Minnesota.

It's been an exhausting four months of battling an invisible
enemy that has wreaked havoc on people’s bodies, psyches
and livelihoods. Then just when we had had about enough
of the coronavirus and things were starting to look up, we
suffered the tragedy of George Floyd’s killing that put nearly
everyone on edge. Six weeks after witnessing something we
couldn’t believe we were watching, a lot of us are still uneasy.

Thus, we need the diversion that sports can bring us.
Barring rainouts, there’ll be just six days with no Twins
games from the first pitch in Chicago on July 24 until the final
out against Cincinnati on September 27. Every game will be
aired. As long as there’s a TV in your home, you're good. Or
presuming people can behave themselves well enough to
allow the bars to stay open, baseball fans can flock to their
favorite local watering hole to watch a game.
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Fitness in the Parks offers room to stretch out

By BiLL WAGNER

andy LeMay is a yoga instructor,
Sbut sheis alotmore than thatthese

days. With the continued stress and
uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19
pandemic, she has found herself acting
as a steward of her students’ emotional
as well as physical well-being.

LeMay can be found on Monday eve-
nings this summer teaching Vinyasa
yoga classes at Summit Overlook Park
in Ramsey Hill. She is part of the Fitness
in the Parks program sponsored by the
Saint Paul Department of Parks and Rec-
reation that has been making changes
on the fly since resuming in-person
classes in mid-June.

Overlook is among a handful of Saint
Paul parks where free, outdoor exercise
activities are being offered. Fitness in the
Parks began in 2014 and is open to all
ages and fitness levels, with no experi-
ence or registration required. This sum-
mer’s classes will run through August 31.

Physical distancing is required for at-
tendees and all classes follow current
health and safety guidelines, such as
wearing a mask when a six-foot dis-
tance between participants isn’t pos-
sible, washing hands and staying home
if sick. Some class videos also are avail-

able on the YouTube Fitness Channel for
those who don’t feel comfortable going
out just yet. The classes are led by local
fitness businesses and instructors part-
nering with Parks and Rec.

For LeMay, 61, assembling a group of
people for workouts and fellowship is a
task borne of love. This is her third sum-
mer of offering Fitness in the Parks class-
es and she said she gets special pleasure
seeing people line up for classes and in-
teract with each other as they make new
friends. She said getting to know new
people is vital to those who miss having
normal social interactions.

“There’s something about gathering,
even if you don’t know the person next
to you,” said LeMay, a longtime High-
land Park resident until she moved to
Cottage Grove last month. “I think a lot
of people are just tired of being locked in
their homes.”

LeMay and her husband raised three
children, all of whom graduated from
Highland Park High School. Last year,
she was paid for being an instructor.
This year, she was told that city budget
constraints due to the pandemic meant
she wouldn’t be able to be paid.

“But I didn’t even care,” she said. “I
feel blessed thatI can do this. “

LeMay said her Fitness in the Parks

class has continued to grow this sum-
mer, with as many as 45 people turning
out for one session. According to her,
participants all know about the proper
guidelines to follow because of pan-
demic concerns, and she doesn’t feel the
need to belabor the point.

“They know how to socially distance
without having to hear about it from
me,” she said.

When asked what has been the most
rewarding thing her students have said
to her about her class, LeMay didn’t
hesitate. “One said, Tjust like it that the
instructor keeps showing up,” she said
with a laugh.

The current Fitness in the Parks
schedule also includes PIYo (Pilates
Yoga) sessions with Gina Carlson from
6-6:45 p.m. on Tuesdays at the Lake
Phalen beach house; Dancing Freedom
with Teresa Reid from Rooted and Rising
from 5:30-7 p.m. on Thursdays at Hid-
den Falls Park; a new Community Flow
class with Northern Yoga from 7-8 a.m.
Fridays at Raspberry Island; and Nia
Dance from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Saturdays
at Hidden Falls Park.

The classes are subject to change and
are dependent on the weather. For more
information, visit stpaul.gov/fitnessin
theparks.

UST gets nod to make historic jump to Division |

By DAVE WRIGHT

extyear arrived early for the Uni-
Nversity of Saint Thomas athletic

program. Instead of having to
wait until next spring, the university got
the green light from the NCAA on July 15
to make the unprecedented leap directly
from Division III to Division I effective
with the 2021-22 season.

Under NCAA rules, UST will have to
wait until the fall of 2026 to be eligible
to compete in an NCAA Division I post-
season competition.

The Tommies will join the Sum-
mit League for 19 sports. The Summit
doesn’t offer football or hockey. Accord-
ingly, UST will join the nonscholarship

Pioneer Football League in 2021. Its
women’s hockey program will become
part of the Western Collegiate Hockey
Association (WCHA). UST men’s hockey
is the only sport that currently doesn’t
have a conference home.

“This has been a long time coming,”
said university president Dr. Julie Sulli-
van. “It’s consistent with our history and
our future.”

UST athletic director Phil Esten now
has the task of navigating the athletic
program through its final season in the
Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Con-
ference (MIAC), while also getting its
teams ready to step up two levels in a
little over a year.

Thinking of the short term, Esten said,

“We need to find a way to get students
back to campus.” Looking ahead, he
added, “We have a lot of work to do.”

In football, for example, UST moves
into an 1l-team conference that’s one
of just two at the Division I level that
doesn’t offer scholarships. (The Ivy
League is the other.) That will still re-
quire finding nonconference games.

“We need to hustle,” Esten said.
“There aren’t a lot of openings on 2021
schedules.”

The Tommies will be playing against
several well-known football powers,
including San Diego, which has won
37 straight conference games and has

UST DIVISION | »16
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advanced to the FCS playoffs four years in a
row.

Pioneer Football League head Patty Viverito
welcomed Saint Thomas by joking, “I feel 1
should be handing out cigars.”

The Summit League has nine full-time
members and five part-timers. Seven of those
schools are within busing distance, includ-
ing Drake and the Division I schools in North
and South Dakota. As a result, schedules are
somewhat scattered. In 2019-20, the league
had nine participants in men’s and wom-
en’s basketball, seven in softball and six in
baseball.

In basketball, North Dakota State was 25-8
for the men last year and South Dakota went
30-2 for the women. Both would have been
considered teams to watch if the NCAA tour-
naments had been played last March.

Summit League commissioner Tom Dou-
ple was thrilled to get a new member in the
lodge. “They have a culture of success,” he
said, referring to the Tommies’ dominance
in the MIAC. He then offered this cautionary
thought when UST takes on its new rivals:
“The hardest thing to do is to have patience.
Will this be easy? No.”

In the short term, UST women’s hockey
may become the school’s highest profile
team. The WCHA women’s league will now

Coach Glenn Caruso celebrates with linebacker Jesse Addo during UST's semifinal win over Linfield,
Oregon, in December 2015. The Tommies advanced to the NCAA Division IIl title game, where they lost to
Mount Union and finished the season with a 15-1 record. pHoTo BY BRAD STAUFFER

have eight teams with some of the best skat-
ers in the country, including the U of M and
Wisconsin, who have won 11 of the last 20
NCAA championships.

“It was a no-brainer from our point of
view,” said WCHA women’s league commis-
sioner Jennifer Flowers. “To get to eight is
huge.”

Where UST men’s hockey will end up re-

mains unknown. There are three possibili-
ties. The longstanding WCHA is losing several
members to the newly formed Central Col-
legiate Hockey Association (CCHA) for the
2021-22 season. Thus, men’s WCHA commis-
sioner Bill Robertson is looking for new faces.

“Saint Thomas would be a welcome ad-
dition,” said Robertson, a Cretin-Derham
Hall alumnus. One possible drawback is the

Tommies’ current home arena has room for
roughly 1,100 spectators—Iless than the 2,500
usually required by the league. “For now, we
could work it out,” Robertson said.

The new CCHA will have seven members,
including Minnesota State (Mankato). The
National Collegiate Hockey Conference has
eight teams, including Minnesota-Duluth
and North Dakota. To all of this, Esten said,
“It’s important to note this is not necessarily
our decision to make. We need to be invited.”

As the giddiness of moving into the bigtime
fades, Esten has to roll up his sleeves and get
to the heavy lifting. Asked about the status
of all sports at UST, including such nonrev-
enue ones like cross-country and tennis, he
said, “At the moment, we’re proceeding with
all 22.”

Amovelike this expands costs considerably.
One estimate had athletic budgets for Sum-
mit League schools at $20 million—quite a
leap from the roughly $5 million Saint Thom-
as currently spends. To help make up the dif-
ference, Sullivan said, “We need income from
ticket sales and philanthropy.”

However, she looked at the big picture re-
garding the move. “We need to look 10-20-30
years down the road,” she said. “This (move)
puts us in line with our Catholic peers.”

So move over Notre Dame, Marquette,
Georgetown, Dayton, Loyola and Villanova.
You have company now.

15< WRIGHT CALL

It helps that the Twins are coming off an excellent season
with high hopes of doing even better this year. Las Vegas
apparently thinks so. Minnesota is heavily favored to win its
division and, at 16-1, ranks fourth to win the World Series.

So, give yourself a break—you’ve earned it. Take the few
hours to relax and enjoy a game. A body can only take so
much tension.

There’s historical precedent for this. A month after Pearl
Harbor was bombed, President Franklin D. Roosevelt wrote
MLB commissioner Kenesaw Landis a letter. Landis had
wondered if playing baseball was a good idea that 1942
season. Roosevelt’s reply was succinct: “I honestly feel that it
would be best for the country to keep baseball going.”

Later he added, “Baseball provides a recreation...which can
be got for very little cost. And, incidentally, I hope that night
games can be extended because it gives an opportunity to the

District Councils

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org  651-695-4005

Blood drive—A blood drive will be held from 10 a.m.-4
p-m. Monday, August 17, at the Allina Health Highland Clinic,
2120 Ford Pkwy. Call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.
org and enter AllinaHigh to schedule an appointment. Those
who give blood during August will be entered in a drawing for
a chance to win a trip for four to Cedar Point or Knott’s Berry
Farm. The prize includes travel, hotel, park admission and
more. For terms and conditions, visit rcblood.org/CedarFair.

Highland Bridge—The Ford site virtual groundbreaking
took place on July 14. For those who missed it, the video isnow
available at highlandbridge.com.

Upcoming meeting—Community Engagement Commit-
tee, 7 p.m. Monday, July 27. All HDC meetings are currently be-
ing conducted online. Links to access the meetings are posted
on the HDC’s website.

Macalester-Groveland

macgrove.org * 651-695-4000

Virtual book discussion—Residents of the Macalester-
Groveland and Highland Park neighborhoods will be coming
together this summer to read How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram
X. Kendi in memory of George Floyd. The goal is to educate
people about racism and oppression, and to share a common
reading experience to begin more long-term conversations.
Learn more at macgrove.org/be-antiracist.

Summer webinar series—join neighbors online for free
presentations from local experts on rooftop solar panels, polli-
nator gardens, gun safety and more. Space is limited to 25 par-
ticipants. Visit macgrove.org/2020webinars to register.

Support the Twin Cities—The Macalester-Groveland and

day shift to see a game occasionally.”
History is a great teacher. Play ball!

College, prep fall sports still undecided

The curse of writing every other week means that, at
times, news breaks after deadline. Such may be the case with
the college and high school fall sports seasons. The MSHSL
hopes to provide guidance soon on the future of the prep
sports season. The NCAA has scheduled a series of upcoming
meetings that should provide clarity for what may or may not
happen this fall in the collegiate ranks.

Some dominoes have fallen already on the college front.
The Ivy League has already announced it will not have a fall
season in any sport. Several other schools have followed suit.
The Big Ten has already nixed its nonconference games this
fall. The MIAC presidents met last week and decided to follow
suit. Soccer and volleyball conference action is scheduled to

start September 16, with football expected to start three days
later.

For schools like the University of Minnesota and its Big Ten
counterparts, it’s a money issue. If they don’t play games,
their advertisers and sponsors will likely get their money
back. With no gate revenue as well, just how the colleges will
pay for the scholarships of their tendered players gets a little
dicey.

It’s also a tricky balance for local schools like Macalester,
Saint Thomas and Saint Catherine. While they don’t give
athletic scholarships, it would be naive to think that all of the
members of their student bodies are on campus strictly for
the academics.

MIAC commissioner Dan McKane spoke for a lot of colleges
when he said with a sigh, “It’s been an interesting year so far.”

And no one knows for sure what'’s next.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com

Highland district councils and the Highland Business Asso-
ciation are seeking donations to help provide personal pro-
tective equipment and funding to local groups and organiza-
tions working to address food insecurity. For information, visit
givemn.org/story/fundcommunity.

Annual meeting and elections—The community council’s
annual meeting and board elections have moved online. The
annual meeting will be available to view on the website begin-
ning July 23, while board elections will be held from August
13-21. Visit macgrove.org/annualmeeting to learn about open
board seats and proposed bylaw changes.

Upcoming online meetings—Housing and Land Use
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 22; and Transportation
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, July 27. The public can par-
ticipate in the meetings via Zoom. Council staff will send out
meeting links a few days in advance. Email mgcc@macgrove.
org. There will be no committee meetings in August.

COVID-19 resources—For an updated list of current offers,
activities and ways to support one another during this uncer-
tain time, visit macgrove.org/2020resources. Those who have
something to add may email mgcc@macgrove.org.

Get involved—The community council has three standing
committees that meet once a month on different aspects of
making Macalester-Groveland a great place to live, work, learn
and play. See more at macgrove.org/committees.

Office closed—The Macalester-Groveland Community
Council office remains closed. Email mgcc@macgrove.org for
more information.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org * 651-645-6887

Union Park Solidarity Fund—The Union Park District
Council is offering a solidarity fund to provide economic relief

for renters in its neighborhoods. It is hoping to raise $15,000 to
assist 30 families. For information on giving to the fund or ap-
plying for assistance, visit givemn.org/story/Li2sdg.

COVID-19 resources—Union Park neighbors who need as-
sistance or informational resources related to the coronavirus
are invited to call the UPDC office or visit its website.

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its monthly e-newsletter,
“Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming online meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, August 5; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, August 10; Committee on Land Use and Economic
Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, August 17; and Environment
and Parks Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 19. To
join the Zoom meetings, email wako@unionparkc.org.

WestSeventh

fortroadfederation.org * 651-298-5599

New board members—At its meeting on July 13, the West
Seventh/Fort Road Federation’s board of directors elected
people to fill four vacant board positions. They included secre-
tary Anthony Molaro, Area 2 coordinators Mary Cutrufello and
Emma Pearl, and Area 3 coordinator Sara Fleetham.

Upcoming virtual meetings—Transportation and Land
Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 5; board of di-
rectors, 7 p.m. Monday, August 10; and Community Engage-
ment and Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, August
20. Agendas and details on how to participate in the Zoom
meetings can be found at fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

Stay in touch—West Seventh neighbors are being encour-
aged to “like” the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation on Face-
book and subscribe to its e-newsletter on its website.
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CLASSIFIEDS

HANDMADE SIGNS. Custom Signs
made to order for gifts, business,
sales, weddings, retirement, etc. Use
your logo, family name, favorite
quote... unlimited possibilities.
Wood, canvas, glass, chalkboard, etc.
For details and a quote, send a text to
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

PERSONALIZED TEXTILES. Custom
designed, small run, t-shirts, hood-
ies, tank-tops, blankets, pillowcases,
canvas etc. for holiday gifts or any oc-
casion you are promoting. For more
details, text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

GARAGE SALES

CHARITY GARAGE Sale. 661 Mount
Curve Boulevard. Saturday, August
1st. 8am-4pm. Household items,
books, women’s M-L; Talbots, Chico,
Gabi clothes and much more. Please
wear masks.

AUTO/SCOOTER SALES

2014 KYMCO SCOOTER LKE200i.
Matching helmet and trunk. $1500.
Excellent. Red. Under 500 miles. Call
or text 612-356-3124.

2018 TOYOTA CAMRY. 8000 miles.
$20,000. 1-651-245-0641.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

All real estate or rental advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
which is in violation of the law. Equal
housing opportunity.

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions.
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

WHY PAY 5%, 6%, 7% TO SELL?
Full Service MLS Only 3.5%-4.5%.
Hundreds Sold! Call 651-334-0980.
Visit CHOICEREALTYMN.com YOU SAVE
THOUSANDS $5$

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique
jewelry. We know and appreciate the
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651-
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more.
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz,
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential
roofing. Local references. License
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured.
651-699-2832.

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. Wall
repair. Basement walls and floors.
Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING,
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660;
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal,
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651-
285-3237.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High quality
work at affordable rates. Full service
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references.
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing.
Remodeling. Tile. Professional.
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years' experience;
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free
estimates. Attention to detail. Call
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING.
Kitchens/Baths specialty. 25+ years.
Exceptional experience. Licensed/
insured. Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing
in bathroom design, repair, creation
and remodeling. Great savings! Call
for free consultation. 651-257-4706;
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned,
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured.
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info

available at MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for
prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash,

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: August5...........Deadline: July 29

HOME IMPROVEMENT

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years' expe-
rience. References. Free estimates.
Ray Johnson, 651-238-1435. Bobcat
work also.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN'S CONCRETE. Free estimates.
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+
years' experience. 651-500-0980.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives,
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs.
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED & FAIR
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’
experience in custom space plan-
ning, fixture and finish selec-
tions. Gail Jacobson, Allied ASID.
References available. 612-310-7069.
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks,
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071.
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

BURTON’'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded.
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed,
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the
Minnesota Better Business Bureau.
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work.
Reasonable rates. Free estimates.
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction.
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage.
Licensed plumbers and electricians
working with us. Everything from
basements to chimneys. Kitchens,
bathrooms, all flooring (including
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick
block, painting. Siding and roofs.
Insured. License #B(635082. Angie's
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in
Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work,
30 years' experience. 651-483-8581.

ReliableMaintenanceAndRepair.
com. Remodeling and Handy-man
Services. MN License #BC665235. 651-
262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960.
651-699-4022.

GREG'S HARDWOOD Floors, Inc.
Installation, sand and refinish. Free
Estimate. 651-214-4959. In business
since 2002.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW AND GUTTER
CLEANING. Fully insured & locally
owned. Call 612-389-9553 or Book
Online www.metrowidemn.com

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of year again! Protect
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956.

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or re-
pairs. Lic. #BC581059. Troy's Decks &
Fences, 651-210-1387.

JOE'S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching
and repairs. 25+ years' experience.
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

SHOWCASE HOME PAINTING.
METICULOUS, QUALITY WORKMAN-
SHIP. EXTERIOR, INTERIOR PAINT-
ING. STRIPPING, STAINING. PLASTER,
SHEETROCK REPAIR. TEXTURING.
WINDOW GLAZING. DECK AND FENCE
STAINING. SATISFACTION GUARAN-
TEED. CALL MARTEY FOR A FREE ESTI-
MATE, 651-917-7982. FULLY INSURED.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting,
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair and
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

*PH.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’'S LAWN and LANDSCAPE.
30+ years. Local, family owned.
Commercial. Residential. The
best full service lawn and land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services.
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design.
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge,
installation, grading, sodding, beds
and gardens. Paver patios, walks,
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’'S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal
cleanups, year-round contracts, es-
timates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups.
Gutter cleaning/repair; detaching,
tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can help you
install. Horticulture Degree, U of
MN. Certified Nursery & Landscape
Professional. Living Space
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal.
Hedge trimming. Highland resident.
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing.
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

GUTTER CLEANING. Gutters cleaned
and flushed. Call today! 612-432-1473.
Insured.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal.
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years
in business. A rated on Angie’s List.
Spring specials. $30 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960.
mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call
651-239-8752.

L & A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality
Service. Good Pricing. Residential and
commercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the
environment. Visit us at Superior
GreenCleaning.com or call 651-
239-8752.

COMPUTER/INTERNET/ TV

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site,
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal,
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792.

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription.
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic,
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

Roger’s
Tree
service

Certified Arborist

ASH TREATMENTS # “Infuse it or LOSE it"

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974
*Trimming <Removals < Stumps

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

651 699-1022 (c)s12414-9241 YOGEItree.com

PATES
==

ROOFING

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

PatesRoofing.com
Lic. #RR155317

SfIGSS
LUMBING

Repair ® Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters
Scott Spiess

651-248-3853

lic. * Bonded * Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

Replacement Windows
Glass Block Windows

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY

FREE ESTIMATES 651-208-8210

BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746 Frank Gardner Construction LLC

—>==" WWeaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Wiring

Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting

office: 651644-6551 Mobie: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

ALL

\SONS

TREE SERVICE Treeé&Shrub Prunlng&More

allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

Affordable Rates Year Round
Tree Removal ¢ Crane Service
Stump Grinding

24 HR Emergency Service

651.690.3200 ALY

rating

e Now Accept

Legal Notices!

Call us for details.

*Some restrictions apply.
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__ SERVICE DIRECTORY

VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service

: Expert Climbers e Professional Service
b Tree Trimming & Removal » Stump Removal
Residential

oon oo 651-464-3317 sl

& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted  FREE ESTINATES

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC

* Installation * Repair < Refinishing
« Sanding (Dust Free) * 18 yrs exp
651-230-7232 952:202:2349 &

escobarflooring@gmail.com B8

quden bordenwin';:;;\;.ﬁ;:;
|=l Window.. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

Chad Arneson

RUNESON
ve- &ovon. MASONRY

SPECIALIZING IN

’ CHIMNEY & BRICK RESTORATION
763.482.9164

e CONCRETE & MERRIAM PARK
WROUGHT [RON | |Byron Electric| | CoASONEY . | [PAINTING e
PAINTING Residential & Commercial New, Repair & Replace * Interior-Exterior Painting
* Free Estimates * Step Repair * Ceiling Texturing Lic. 43
Free Estimates 612-750-5724 Delll“o‘l:lci:ito; ?“L:':d’l;::;li‘ng . Wallpaper;r1284 B, '

Mark 651.253.1436 byroneleﬁfﬁ%ﬁg‘g‘ cast.net Gary 651-423-6666 m?ﬁf;:)aint.ing.comf
Prevent & Fix | WARKYAd RIS Stump Grinding & Floyd Anderson
Water Damage Plaster Repair - Drywall Taping . Concrete Construction

Foundation Repair Texture Ceilings « Painting ASh Tl'ee Inlect'on Steps,dsidewalkst, d"in?Wﬁ)éSl, Pﬁlﬁosk
Tuckpoint, Mlud Alchemy | | ISA Certified Arborist | | “patching basement & garage foors.
Masonry & Concrete -272- Call 651644-8567
Gary 651-423-6666 Insured Sp?cgéng;z;cze ggggﬁz,e Estimates Dave 6514925216 LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED
ABEI-,S CONCRETE M PETERWILSONDRYWALL | RGITTAM:14.11H
&PLASTER REPAIR & TUCKPOINTING
New & Repair » Foundation Repai X ; :
wid - ocpaning - e M| HIGHLAND PARKY | 9596 Dust-Free | |- Brickistone Buiting Restoration
‘fvl::lgg‘(,ev); Iiegpizlerv;a?lzsss‘ I;I;:;l; PAINTER S Vacuum Sanding! AllRepair/Restoration done to Heritage

Remodeling  Painting ¢ Roofing

FREE ESTIMATES
cew: 651263-6572

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

651-497-9891

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
«s Since 1986 ..

Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com

LICENSED « BONDED * INSURED

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

621 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

-
-

HINDING COMPANY
HEATING & AIR

“Your Lecal Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

¢ Furnace ¢ Boiler *A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303

www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 Ohio St.

e Additions

¢ Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling
e Concrete

» Garages

MN Lic.
#4690

$222-8701

www.hillesbuilders.com

LOGKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

Babcock & Son\

\/USECURITY CORPORATION /]
< 716 S0. CLEVELAND
S/ 651690-4443

Jeff Menard
LANDSCAPE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls
Patios - Steps - Walks
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
6514366568

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com

o

Classifieds & Service
Directory at

MyVillager.com
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CONCRETE
Sidewalks & Steps

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK
& STUCCO REPAIR

Lic » Bonded ¢ Ins

Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

sDoTy

Hardscape

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry Fencing
Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com

612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Tuckpointing
himneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Repair & Rebuild

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

PanianConstruction.com

651-373-1264
Est. 1976 #B(319518

YOUR LAST
ROOF EVER!

/’/”\“_
METAL ROOFING & SIDING
OF MINNESOTA

\/lsit our website
Quarve.com

Since 1983
MnBC006016

763-785-1472

o

-~

LAWN SERVICE

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small
Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396

In business since 1984
MaJor CRrEDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

www.kernlawnservice.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ONLINE TUTOR. St. Paul based teacher
available days and evenings for mid-
dle and high school students. Has
social science Ph.D., science master’s,
has taught math, history, physics, ge-
ography, earth science. Richard, 651-
210-5059.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development
and maintenance. Graphic design of
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters,
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience.
For details, text 612-860-5137 or visit
VelvetElvis.com

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; weddings,
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University.
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO TUNING/REPAIR

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent
Service. Call or text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia, hospice.
Certified. Insured. References. WE
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call
Heidi for consultation at 651-
659-9527. Women only.

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations.
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland
Tailors.com

HELP WANTED

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising which is in vio-
lation of the law. No attention to race,
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, national origin, vet-
eran or disability status will be al-
lowed. Equal employment opportunity.

—  qop——
Save Thousands
Over Replacement!

———<or—
Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, INc.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office
Lic.#20216197

Rotten Wood?

=

HYDEanD
HARMSEN

CONSTRUCTION

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy 651-698-3156

www.harmsenoberg.com

]

HELP WANTED

NON-CONTACT FLOWER Delivery. Part-
time. Seeking enthusiastic person to
deliver flowers and make peoples
day when they receive a gift. Perfect
job for retired person 1-2 days per
week and one Saturday per month.
Have a flexible schedule being able to
work full time prior to floral holidays.
Great exercise with a lot of walking
and meeting people. Must have clean
driving record and have no lifting re-
strictions. Apply in person to: Tom at
A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738 Grand
Avenue, St. Paul. 651-698-6000.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
which is in violation of the law. Equal
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment
Homes available in the Highland
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities
professionally managed by Mid
Continent Management Corp.

SPACIOUS 7-BEDROOM, 2 bath. $3650
plus utilities. On busline. 2 blocks to
St. Thomas. 612-788-9268.

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL

HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus.
$1200/mo + utilities. 651-324-2573.

SUITE AVAILABLE NOW. Gross Lease:
Tenant responsible for phone/
internet. 241 So. Cleveland Ave.
(Southwest corner of Cleveland &
St. Clair), Macalester-Groveland area
of St. Paul. 795 square feet. Single
Office Suite with exterior windows.
Reception/Waiting area for clients.
Off-Street Parking. Breakroom within
building. Call Frank @ 612-708-4117
for an immediate response or email
ffrench@midcontinentmgmt.com

OFFICE/STUDIO space in Merriam Park
church. Two available. Approximately
200-250 sq.ft. For details, call Robert
651-263-3468.

LEGAL NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user with
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-

Branch and Bough

Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Mike

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

qo\“’ hOUSe //k

CY €9
& A\ %oy,
A$ i M Q
jerry Wing

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Wallpaper Stripping/

Skim Coating
e Wood Stripping & Refinishing
e Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

MoHs

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

I L]
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Roofing - A/l Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights « Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood * Gutters

\_Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209

MN Lic. 50005456)

LICENSED ~

L.

Gallagher Concerete ..

¢ Exposed Aggregate
e Footings e Foundations
 Steps e Sidewalks e Patios
* Garage Slabs e Driveways
* Patterned Concrete
* Mortar-less Retaining Wall Systems

RESIDENTIAL 651 690 = 471 0 COMMERCIAL

mymnconcreteguy.com

BONDED «

INSURED ﬁ

WWW.

landscapesbyscott

.com

Livingspace

LANDSCAPES

Scott Solomonson's cell: 612.868.7787

HELP WANTED

Get paid to exercise!

Newspaper delivery people for both employee
and independent contractor positions.

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103
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LEGAL NOTICES

tion in order to enable consumers to
be able to identify the true owner of
a business. 1. List the exact assumed
name under which the business is or
will be conducted: Juniper and Poe. 2.
List the Principal Place of Business:
937 Grandview Ave W Roseville MN
55113 United States. 3. List the name
and complete street address of all
persons conducting business under
the above Assumed Name, OR if an
entity, provide the legal corporate,
LLC, or Limited Partnership name and
registered office address: Sadie
Elizabeth Colt; 937 Grandview Ave W
Roseville MN 55113 United States 4. |,
the undersigned, certify that | am
signing this document as the person
whose signature is required, or as
agent of the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who has au-
thorized me to sign this document on
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. |
further certify that | have completed
all required fields, and that the infor-
mation in this document is true and
correct and in compliance with the
applicable chapter of Minnesota
Statutes. | understand that by signing
this document | am subject to the
penalties of perjury as set forth in
Section 609.48 as if | had signed this
document under oath. Date filed: July
8,2020. Signed by: Sadie Colt.

Notice of Informal Probate of Will
and Appointment of Personal
Representatives and Notice to
Creditors

State of Minnesota

Ramsey County

Second Judicial District

District Court Informal Probate
Division

Court File Number: 62-PR-20-438
Estate of Joyce Adele Rogers,
Decedent

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND
CREDITORS: Notice is hereby given
that an application for informal pro-
bate of the above-named Decedent’s
Last Will dated April 9, 2010 has been
filed with the Probate Registrar, and
the application has been granted.
Notice is also given that the Probate

OF
Ji&
SERVICES

eccoece

REMODEL

eeccccccoccoe

RENOVATE
RESTORE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
decks, doors, porches,
restoration & more

e000c0c0c000000000000000 000

651-276-8233

LEGAL NOTICES

Registrar has informally appointed
the following:

Deborah K. Connor
2265 Youngman Ave., Apt. 501
St. Paul, MN 55116

and

Christine P. Rogers
2925 Belmont
Casper, WY 82604

as personal representatives of the
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, de-
visee or other interested person may
be entitled to appointment as per-
sonal representative, or may object
to the appointment of the personal
representatives Unless objections
are filed pursuant to Minn. Stat. §
524.3-607, and the court otherwise
orders, the personal representatives
have full power to administer the
Estate, including, after 30 days from
the date of issuance of letters, the
power to sell, encumber, lease or dis-
tribute real estate. Any objections
to the probate of the Will, or to the
appointment of the personal rep-
resentatives, must be filed with this
court, and will be heard by the court
after the filing of an appropriate pe-
tition and proper notice of hearing.
Notice is also given that, subject to
Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all creditors
having claims against the Estate are
required to present the claims to the
personal representative or to the
Court Administrator within four (&)
months after the date of this Notice,
or the claims will be barred.

Laura J. Stevens

Probate Registrar

July 1,2020

Michael F. Upton

Court Administrator

July 1, 2020
Self-Represented Litigants:
Deborah K. Connor

2265 Youngman Ave,, Apt. 501
St. Paul, MN 55116
Christine P. Rogers

2925 Belmont

Casper, WY 82604

A
DON'T

Replace your
windows

“Providing Effective
Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

O&smmtion
WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGE
CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243

HageConcrete.com

_ SERVICE DIRECTORY

EXTERIORS

#BC738852

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Interior & Exterior

E} ¢ Free Estimates ¢ References

BY DESIGN

Call Jesse 651-206-2454
ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Custom design
installation

e Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

LATIMER

ANDSCAPING
® Natural stone, or

4 block walls & stairs

e Privacy or ornamental fencing  Shrub & tree planting
¢ Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:

651.983.5969 LatimerLandscapingMN.com

651:699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave.

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

Tune up your mower NOW! (00

We service most makes and sell NEW!
ee In business since 1989 --. ECHO

Merriam Park Repair,

444 N. Prior ¢ St. Paul 55104 ¢ 651-645-1443 Pickup & Delivery

Burton’'s Rain
Gutter Service

e Clean e Repair ¢ Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

Burton R. Johnson
1864 Grand Ave.

Serving area since 1973

51699-8900

MN ID#BC126373

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com Established 1989 ¢
Angies list
8-Time Super Service Award Winner

Eanl’
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Floor Sanding
*Sanding > Install > Refinishing
*Repair  *Maintenance

612-290-15335

National
NWEA) Wood Flooring
7. Association

BUILDING THE FUTURE -
RESTORING THE PAST

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in...

@ Patching

® New Stucco

 SMITH COLE

STUCCO (& STONE

® Re-Stucco

©® Window/Stucco Repairs

612.709.4980 SMITHCOLE.COM

Aaron Cole

2

\ -
{ c(‘:\}

Lance Smith

® Stone-New & Repair
@ Sandblasting

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER!

| The future of your neighborhood’s newspaper is on the line.
I Buy your one-year subscription for just $59.88 today!

I Name

DELIVERY ADDRESS ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

Street Address

City

| State

| Zip Code

Phone Number

| Email Address

- VILLAGER

I Do not delay, mail this form with your check today: Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116.
I To pay with your credit card, visit our website at https://myvillager.com/subscribe/




NANCY MAAS
651-235-8581

DAVID NOYES, JR.
REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN
612-810-4138

JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

CHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

DEBBIE WHITAKER
THE HIVE

612-532-1490

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.

631-698-2481

coldwellbankerhomes.com

STUNNING QUEEN ANNE VIGTORIAN!

Elegant home with many original fea-
tures! Custom kitchen with™ high-end appli-
ances. Private master suite with gorgeous
new private bath. Carriage

house, garage andlovely spa-

cious lotl 940 Portland Ave.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON cgrs, cri
651-329-1264 * $850,000

1887 GRAHAM AVE, ST. PAUL

Highland Park neighborhood, just steps to
Mississippi River!” Charming "1920s built
home with five bdms & two full baths.
Desirable layout & meticulously

maintained.” Beautiful built-ins

& wood work, fireplace, and

inviting backyard with firepit.

CLAIRE BISANZ DISTAD
651-307-7260

HIGHLAND PARK RAMBLER!

3BR, 1BA with the potential to add another
BR & BA, stunning original hardwood
floors, new Andersen windows, fresh new
carﬁet, & paint. Updated g
kitchen & bath, 2 car garage.

1916 Dorothea Ave.

micheledumond.com

MICHELLE DUMOND
651-283-7996 « $259,000

324 SUMMIT #103, SAINT PAUL MN 55102

This condo in the Lightner-Young Mansion fea-
tures vaulted ceilings, multiple terraces and has
an additional apartment accessible by private
elevator. The perfect Summit

Avenue location with panoramic

views of the river valley.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619 « $899,000

1400 SUMMIT

Storybook English Tudor with every amenity.
4 bedrooms, 5 luxury baths beautifully reno-
vated with high end kitchen, new mechani-
cals, slate roof and copper gutters, formal and
informal gathering areas. Walkability a “10”!
LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN 7
612-810-4138 * $1,300,000
MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 * $1,300,000

*

COLDWELL BANKER

MENDOTA HEIGHTS OPPORTUNITY!

Spacious home on a cul-de-sac features a spa-
cious wooded view, .68 acre lot! LOTS of room to
live, work and entertain! Six BR's, 5 BA's! Fully fin-
ished lower level walkout - ideal for

entertaining, and hosting extended

family gatherings! 1780 Diane Road.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264 * $649,900

e

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF SUMMIT HILL
Meticulously cared for home, loved by the same
owner for 44 years. Stunning wdwrk, hrdwd flrs,
leaded windows, S.E exsposure fill the first floor with
lots of natural light. 4BR’s on same

level & bonus room on 3rd flr, privacy

fence with beautiful perennial garden

& 3 zone heating. 802 Ashland Ave.

NANCY K MAAS
651-235-8581 * $520,000

JUST LISTED - CUL-DE-SAC!

Absolutely immaculate 4BR, 3 bath, modern
2-story in Northern Eagan. Close to shop-
ping, schools & freeway. Hardwood floors
& tiled baths, huge kitchen & 2

family rooms & gorgeous lot.

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659 » $425,000

This Mac-Grove beauty has it alll Ideal entertaining
spaces inside and out, open concept with modern
conveniences and old world charm. It offers the
flexibility of a main floor sunroom

with a private entrance adjacent

to a bedroom and full bath.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619 « $575,000

HEART OF HIGHLAND PARK!

Classic 30's Tudor with commanding curb
curb appeal. 4BR's on one floor, 3BA's
includes 3/4 master. Beautiful woods, high end
kitchen, 3 finished floors and set on a lovely 70
wide lot; just steps to Highland Village.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 * $650,000
MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 * $650,000

REALTY

PARADISE 1.61 AGRE IN HIGHLAND PARK!
Exquisite 3BR, 3BA mid-century rambler boasts
an open flrplan drenched in natural light. Gorgeous
hrdwd, skylights, stunning kitchen, sparkling sun-
room, private owner's suite. W/O -
lower level, backyard oasis, 3-car.
2148 Lower St. Dennis Rd. *click
on www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300 « $1,100,000

988 MONTCALM PLACE

| sold this beautiful home in 2 days on the
market! I'd love to go to work for you to sell
or bu'}/_! Call or text.

www.Tjsavvyrealtor.com

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.
651-227-9144

MASTERPIEGE HOME, STEPS TO THE RIVER!
Built in 2000, this exceptional 3BR, 4BA is a blend
of character and contemporary beauty! Open
floorplan, Living room with fireplace, dream kitch-
en. Lavish owner's suite, finished
lower level, backyard oasis with
Patio, 2+car. 2101 Juno Avenue.
click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 * $699,500

GAPTIVATING CONDO!

Discover this spacious 2BR, 2BA main floor unit,
offering over 1,800 sg. ft. of fabulous living! Formal
dining plus breakfast room, large owner's suite.
In-unit laundry, loads of storage &

built-ins, 2 garage stalls, lovely set-

ting. 689 Wentworth Avenue #101.

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 * $174,900

EXGEPTIONAL VALUE!!

643 Pascal St: Immaculate 4 bedroom,
3 bath featuring gleaming hardwood
floors, eat in kitchen, delightful porch
off the garage, newer

Andersen ndows, roof,

furnace and air.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $309,900

115 KENT STREET, SAINT PAUL, MN

Lovely home in wonderful location! Bright &
sunny with newer windows, hardwood floors
and updates throughout. Main level features
FR, living room with beautiful

fireplace, formal dining, large

kitchen and powder room.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619 * $325,000

TWO BLOCKS TO THE RIVER!

2182 Stanford is sun-drenched 4 bedroom,
4 bath Tudor complete with new Marvin
windows, central air, refreshed kitchen and
baths. Stunning 3rd floor mas-

ter. Private back yard patio and

landscape. Call Lolly for details!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 * $599,900

A

FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY!!!

295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq
ft to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed

for comfortable everyday

living as well. Quality con-

struction and finishes.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $3,499,000

G o

885 PORTLAND AVENUE

Lovely bungalow home in a wonderful location!
Bright and sunny with hrdwd firs and updates
throughout. Conveniently located near William
Mitchell College-allowing for out-

standing walkability to Saint Paul's

best shopping and restaurants.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619 * $950,000

1204 PALAGE AVENUE

Adorable turn-key 2BR/1BA home in
demand Mac-Groveland! Enjoy the cozy front
porch, hardwood floors, updated kitchen
and bath, privacy fence and

newer 2++ garage. Potential

to finish basement if desired.

Amazing value!

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 < $249,900

PAr

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488

JOE JULIETTE
651-261-9588

o
SUE JOHNSON
G0OOD COMPANY
651-329-1264

MYA HONEYWELL
THE HIVE

651-329-3619

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

ABE GLEESON
651-329-1990

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

MICHELE DuMOND
651-283-7996

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

W\
PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

TOM & MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697




