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We are deceived on all sides by
people who will shake our hands,
swear by the Bible, even sit down
to dinner with us, and then go out
and try to take us down by any
means they can. As I have stated
before, it's time we have a talk
about the problems we share as
Black, White, and brown people.
This week, I was informed that
there is an opinion poll being cir-
culated by some people and that,
once one fills out a census form,
he or she is ready to vote! Why
has this false information sur-
faced and who would start this?
One has to be registered  at his or
her county registration office
with his or her name on the coun-
ty register to show the address
and district in which one lives in

Please see 
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At the recommendation of Mayor Bill Saffo, the
Wilmington City Council Tuesday night post-
poned a vote on creating a BLACK LIVES MAT-
TER art installation on Third Street downtown,
near Jervay Memorial Gardens, hoping to reach a
compromise by its next meeting August 4.
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BY HAMIL R. HARRIS

(TriceEdneyWire.com) - Rev. C.T.
Vivian once said, "Leadership is found
in the action to defeat that which
would defeat you… You are made by
the struggles you choose."

During the turbulent years of the

Civil Rights movement, it was Vivian's
job, as director of affiliates for the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, to poke at racists and set
up confrontations in hopes of sham-
ing their actions on the national news.

And it was dangerous.
"I almost got killed in St.

Augustine," said Vivian in an inter-
view with this reporter for the
Washington Post while He was being
honored at the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts that was spon-

Please see
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When the Western North
Carolina city of Asheville passed
a local resolution mandating repa-
rations to its Black community, it
was the shot heard around the
world.

By a 7-0 unanimous vote, the
Asheville City Council not only
apologized for its role in enslaving
Black people, who essentially built
the Buncombe County city during
the 1700-1800's through hard
unpaid labor, but they also
resolved to make investments to
help area African-Americans to
"…increase minority home owner-
ship and access to other affordable
housing, increase minority busi-

ness ownership, career opportuni-
ties, and strategies to grow equity
and generational wealth, closing
the gaps in health care, education,
employment and pay, neighbor-
hood safety and fairness within
criminal justice, "according to the
ratified July 14 city resolution.

Afterward, one of the resolu-
tion's sponsors, Councilman Keith
Young, said, "Hundreds of years of
Black blood spilled that basically
fills the cup we drink from today."

Based on published reports,
there are a few other cities, such
as Chicago and Evanston, Illinois
that have passed some form of
reparations measures. There are

Could other North Carolina cities pass
reparations for African Americans?

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
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BLACK CAUCUS PRES. AND 
BLM LEADER SONYA PATRICK 
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CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS

"…[T]hey're going to help redeem the soul of
this nation….and maybe even save the planet." 

Those were some of the last public words
uttered by Congressman John Lewis (D-GA-5)
a month ago during a joint town hall video
with former President Barack Obama during
the peaceful demonstrations inspired by the
death of George Floyd.

The appearance was Rep. Lewis' heartfelt
expression of respect to today's generation of
freedom fighters, whom he felt emulated the
same level of courage and commitment he dis-
played as a young disciple of civil rights
leader, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during the

turbulent 1960's civil rights movement.
On Friday, July 17, 2020, Congressman John

Lewis, 80, died. He had been suffering for sev-
eral months from stage 4 pancreatic cancer. He
had represented Georgia's Fifth Congressional
District for over thirty years.

Among the tributes from leaders the world
over were many from his friends and col-
leagues here in North Carolina, a state for
whom the Alabama native had a deep love and
respect.

"Congressman John Lewis was a hero whose
lessons will echo for generations to come," said

Please see
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Governor Roy Cooper in a
statement. "Let's all honor
him by working to live up to
his example." 

Congressman Lewis was
also very close to former
Atlanta mayor, Bill
Campbell, who was the first
Black student to integrate
the old Raleigh Public School
System. The two were col-
leagues on the Atlanta City
Council during the 1980's.

The Reverend Dr. William
Barber, President, Repairers
of the Breach, and Co-con-
vener, the Poor People's
Campaign: A National Call
for a Moral Revival, said,
"John Lewis challenged
everyone, including [Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.] and
other elders in the
Movement, through his
unflinching commitment to
freedom now. We cannot
honor him without redou-
bling our efforts to revive

this democracy." 
The Reverend Barber had

a message for Republicans
who are expressing sorrow
for the great civil rights
champion:

"Congress, if you truly want
to honor John Lewis, pass an
omnibus bill that includes liv-
ing wages, voting rights, and
universal healthcare. As the
Bible says in Matthew 23,
"Don't just love the tombs of
the prophet but truly love him
and honor him by doing what
he did all of his life." 

Congressman Lewis'
North Carolina colleagues
would agree "America has
lost its greatest living hero.
Everything John Lewis did
was in the service of
Justice," said Congress-
woman Alma Adams (D-NC-
12). "It was an honor to make
"good trouble" with John in
the House, and I will miss my
friend. My prayers are with
his family and every seeker
of justice who mourns him
today.

Rep. G. K. Butterfield

echoed the sentiment
"Courage, conviction, the
"Conscience of Congress.
Congressman John Lewis
was an American hero who
epitomized the true spirit of
the Civil Rights Movement,"
said Butterfield of his friend
in a statement. "From the
streets of Selma to the Halls
of Congress, an original
Freedom Rider and a forever
freedom fighter, John Lewis
dedicated his life to the cause
of justice and equality and
will always be remembered
for his humility and
strength. His fervent passion
and fearless conviction will
forever be a reminder to
never be afraid of getting
into 'good trouble' for a good
cause. John R. Lewis was a
dear friend, and he will be
deeply missed but never for-
gotten. He now belongs to the
ages." 

Fourth District
Congressman David Price,
another close friend of Rep.
Lewis, said, "Congressman
John Lewis' remarkable life -

rising from the Jim Crow
South to courageous leader-
ship in the Civil Rights
movement to his service in
the halls of Congress - is a
uniquely American story, as
he often said, but his love of
our country was expressed
in his lifelong determination
that it redeem its failures
and live up to its democratic
promise. His moral clarity in
the face of injustice har-
nessed the power of every-
day people to demand equali-
ty in the eyes of the law, a
fair chance at a better life,
and inclusion in the "beloved
community." 

Several North Carolina
Republicans, like Represen-
tatives Greg Murphy,
Virginia Foxx and Sen.
Thom Tillis, also expressed
their condolences to Rep.
Lewis' family.

However, prominent
Democrats in Congress chal-
lenged Republicans to truly
honor Rep. Lewis by passing
restoration of the 1965
Voting Rights Act, which

was passed by the
Democratic-controlled U. S.
House but has been sitting
on Republican Senate
Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell's desk  without
action.(R-KY).

""There's very little tangi-
ble evidence of this whole
voter suppression nonsense
that the Democrats are pro-
moting," McConnell told the
Wall Street Journal just last
week.

N. C. Chief Justice Cherie
Beasley knew Congressman
Lewis and respected his
work as a young civil rights
activist, leader of the Shaw
University-born Student
Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, and later con-
gressman representing the
Atlanta district.

"We must continue their
work," she told WRAL-TV,
also acknowledging the
death of another disciple of
Dr. King during the '60's
movement, The Reverend C.
T. Vivian, who died the same
day as did Lewis.

order to vote. When a census
form is filled out, it allows the
State of North Carolina to
know how many people live in
different areas of North
Carolina, along with their
race and ethnic backgrounds.
Don't get it twisted! You have a
duty to do both!

We must make a difference
by our actions as American
citizens. We must get fully
involved in the political sys-
tem. It is the way to our free-
dom that we have only partly
been able to enjoy. We have
made it this far by the grace of
God, and, if we keep the faith
and keep pushing, God will
make a way! A ballot can be
secured by mail by contacting
the County Board of Elections
and requesting an absentee
ballot. This will make one eli-
gible to vote from home. It's
your choice! Stand your
ground! Don't wait until the
last minute or find an excuse
not to vote! Your freedom is on
the line!

Bernest Hewett is
President Emeritus of the
Brunswick County NAACP.

““IIff  tthhee  lliioonnss  ddoo  nnoott  wwrriittee  
tthheeiirr  oowwnn  hhiissttoorryy,,  tthheenn  tthhee  hhuunntteerrss

wwiillll  ggeett  aallll  tthhee  ccrreeddiitt..””
----AANN  AAFFRRIICCAANN  PPRROOVVEERRBB

also state legislatures, such
as New Jersey, New York
and Pennsylvania, consid-
ering legislation.
California's State House
reportedly passed legisla-
tion in June and has sent its
measure onto its State
Senate.

However, conspicuously,
no other North Carolina
town, city, or county is on
the list for even considering
reparations, despite their
documented roles in enslav-
ing people of African

descent.
That was the case for

Black slaves who were con-
sidered property, consid-
ered 20 percent of the
known population in 1808 of
what was then known as
Greensborough. Years later,
the Underground Railroad
would transport Blacks
from Guilford County to
safe haven up North until
slavery ended in 1865.

That was the case in
Charlotte-Mecklenburg,
where, according to D. A.
Tompkins' History of
Mecklenburg County, slav-
ery was introduced there in
1764. By 1860, the slave pop-

ulation is estimated to have
been roughly 6800 out of
the total population of
17,000, and, during the Civil
War, Mecklenburg slaves
were "donated" to the
Confederacy to help build
fortifications in Eastern
North Carolina and work
on the Statesville Railroad.

Furthermore, a case can
certainly be made for repa-
rations in Wilmington,
given the 1898 racial slaugh-
ter of Blacks by White
supremacists, which result-
ed in a bloody and illegal
grab for power, property,
and governance.

Sonya Patrick, head of

the New Hanover County
Branch of the National
Black Leadership Caucus
and Black Lives Matter -
Wilmington, says Asheville
has certainly lit a spark
that she hopes will light up
the nation and the embat-
tled Port City.

"The state of NC needs to
take responsibility for the
1898 Massacre. A bill needs
to be rendered to provide
the following as a form of
reparations: 1 - All stu-
dents of low level schools
be provided a free Wi-Fi and
computer . 2 - Scholarships
for all the descendants of
the 1898 Massacre (which

can be proved by the cen-
sus, legal documentation,
for example certificates
(birth and death). 3 -
Compensation for the Black
Press. 4 - Compen-sation for
the churches and Black
businesses that existed in
1898 and are still current. 5
- Compensation to victims
of the descendants of
stolen property," Patrick
says.

She notes that the NC
Democratic Party passed a
resolution for reparations
in 2014, and the State legis-
lature ignored it.

"However, giving up is
not an option," Patrick says.

REPARATIONS
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sored by the DC Choral Arts
Society.

Cordy Tindell Vivian, 95,
died July 17 at his home in
Atlanta. He closed his eyed on
the same day that Rep. John
Lewis, 80 , lost his battle with
pancreatic cancer. It is almost
ironic that both men would die
of natural causes because of
the battles they waged against
racism and hate so long ago.

Former UN Ambassador
said in an ABC TV interview
that Vivian and Lewis were,
"men of courage who risked
death constantly. They came
up with me and Martin Luther
King and one thing that Martin
King did before he died was to
preach our funerals. It was like
Richard Pryor, he had us
laughing at the possibility of
death."

But Young went onto say
that what Vivian did was no
laughing matter because many
Civil Rights activist would
make the ultimate sacrifice for
freedom.

On June 22, 1964, Vivian and
other Civil Rights workers
staged a "wade-in" on a segre-
gated beach in St. Augustine.
Florida. He said in a 2015 inter-
view backstage at the Kennedy
Center. He said after being con-
fronted by an angry mob wield-
ing clubs. "I almost drowned."

Three days earlier, a man
poured what was thought to be
acid into the pool at Monson
Motor Lodge in St. Augustine
after his group of Blacks and
White protesters jumped in.
These two incidents would
focus national attention on St.

Augustine and helped to con-
vinced uncommitted members
of Congress to sign the Voting
Rights Act of 1964.

Vivian said the protest was
all part of strategy that he and
King's other aides learned
from disciples of Mahatma
Gandhi, an Indian activist
about that used, "nonviolent
direct action," to affect change.

"Martin King was the leader
and without a doubt he had
brought us a new method.
Before [nonviolent direct
action] nothing was happen-
ing," said Vivian, who during
his acceptance speech at the
Kennedy in 2015 had people
laughing when he said, "We
owe Alabama more than any
place else. You have to go to the
worst places to come up with
the best stuff."

Vivian is a distinguished
minister, author, and organiz-
er. A leader in the Civil Rights
Movement and friend to
Martin Luther King, Jr., he
participated in Freedom Rides
and sit-ins across our country.
Vivian also helped found
numerous civil rights organi-
zations, including Vision, the
National Anti-Klan Network,
and the Center for Democratic
Renewal.

"Whether you are talking
about Rep. John Lewis or Rev.
C.T. Vivian, what is amazing is
their lifelong consistency," Rev.
Tony Lee, Pastor of the
Community of Hope, in
Temple Hills, Maryland.
"Those guys went the distance
even until their dying breath."

Lee, whose ministry is locat-
ed just miles from the US
Capitol, said " a few years ago
Dr. Vivian was in his 90's and
he was taking part in a cam-
paign that I was part of called

Real Men vote. Even with John
Lewis it wasn't about them but
serving people."

Vivian was born in
Boonville, Missouri. As a child
he and his mother moved to
Macomb, Illinois, where he
attended Lincoln Grade
School, Edison Junior High
School and Macomb High
School, graduating in 1942.

Vivian attended Western
Illinois University in Macomb,
where he worked as the sports
editor for the school newspa-
per.. He also served recreation
director for the Carver
Community Center in Peoria,
Illinois. There, he participated
in his first sit-in demonstra-
tions, which successfully inte-
grated Barton's Cafeteria in
1947.

Vivian studied at the
American Baptist College in
Nashville, Tennessee. In 1959,
he met James Lawson, who
was teaching Gandhi's nonvio-
lent direct action strategy to
the Nashville Student
Movement.

Other Civil Rights activist
learning from Lawson includ-
ed Diane Nash, Bernard
Lafayette, James Bevel, John
Lewis who were students at
Fisk University and Tennessee
State University. They would
go on to organize nonviolent
sit-ins at lunch counters in
Nashville.

On April 19, 1960 more than
4000 people took part in a
demonstration at Nashville's
City Hall, where Vivian and
Diane Nash confronted
Nashville Mayor Ben West who
agreed in principle that racial
discrimination was morally
wrong.

As a result, Vivian and Nash
took on major leadership roles

in both the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) and the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC). In 1961, He
participated in Freedom Rides
and went on to work with
Martin Luther King Jr. as the
national director of affiliates
for the SCLC.

In 1979 he co-founded, with
Anne Braden, the Center for
Democratic Renewal (initially
as the National Anti-Klan
Network), an organization
where blacks and whites
worked together in response to
white supremacist activity.

In 1984 he served in Jesse
Jackson's presidential cam-
paign, as the national deputy
director for clergy. In 1994 he
helped to establish, and served
on the board of Capitol City
Bank and Trust Co., a black-
owned Atlanta bank. He also
served on the board of Every
Church a Peace Church.

In 2008, Vivian founded and
incorporated the C. T. Vivian
Leadership Institute that
developed the "Yes, We Care"
campaign after the City of
Atlanta turned the water off at
Morris Brown College. He
mobilized the Atlanta commu-
nity and raised $500,000 for
Morris Brown.

"John Lewis and C.T. Vivian
represented the heart for us,"
said Dr. Paula Matabane, a
retired Howard University
Professor and filmmaker who
has moved back home to
Atlanta.

"They exuded love and I will
never forget I was 13 years old
and Wyatt T Walker came to
our church in Atlanta,
Providence Baptist Church
and I remember sitting there
and realized that somebody

loved us enough to put their
lives on the line."

Going forward Bishop
Jamal Bryant, pastor of the
New Birth Missionary Baptist
Church, , "In C.T. Vivian's hour
the church was leading the
Civil Rights movement, today
the church is supporting the
movement which puts us in a
different position."

"The first Civil Rights move-
ment was birthed out of the
church," Bryant said. "I think
that the church is as strong as
ever. Pastor Tony Lee is feeding
thousands, Look what Pastor
Huber Brown is doing in
Baltimore with urban gardens.
Look at Pastor Mike McBride
giving out 100,000 items. They
are working in silos and not in
front of a camera."

In terms of the upcoming
election, Bryant said "We have
always done souls to the polls
but there has been a paradigm
ship because of Covid-19 in
that we are pushing for early
voting."

On August 8, 2013, President
Barack Obama awarded
Vivian the Presidential Medal
of Freedom. The White House
citation began by saying:

"C. T. Vivian is a distin-
guished minister, author, and
organizer. A leader in the Civil
Rights Movement and friend to
Martin Luther King, Jr., he
participated in Freedom Rides
and sit-ins across our country.

Vivian also helped found
numerous civil rights organi-
zations, including Vision, the
National Anti-Klan Network,
and the Center for
Democratic Renewal. In 2012,
he returned to serve as inter-
im President of the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference. "

VIVIAN
Continued from Page 1
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WWAAKKEE  SSCCHHOOOOLLSS  WWIILLLL
OOPPEENN  SSEEMMEESSTTEERR  WWIITTHH
OONNLLIINNEE  LLEEAARRNNIINNGG
[RALEIGH] After over 50%

of parents indicated that

they preferred their chil-
dren safely learning at
home virtually because of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
state's largest public school
system, Wake County
Public Schools, decided to
start the school year most of
it' enrolled  students with
virtual instruction, eventu-
ally transitioning to in-per-
son learning in the class-

room later in the school
year. Pre-kindergarten and
special education students
will begin their in-person
instruction on Sept. 8th.

JJUUNNEETTEEEENNTTHH  
RREECCOOGGNNIIZZEEDD  AASS  
PPAAIIDD  HHOOLLIIDDAAYY  FFOORR  
GGRREEEENNSSBBOORROO  
EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEESS

[GREENSBORO] The

Greensboro City Council
Tuesday evening unani-
mously approved making
Juneteenth a paid holiday
for employees, doing Wake
County in doing the same
several weeks ago.
Juneteenth is the annual
celebration of when slaves
in Texas were informed two
years after the fact that
slavery had been abolished.

BBLLAACCKK  LLIIVVEESS  MMAATTTTEERR
BBIILLLLBBOOAARRDD  PPUUTT  UUPP
NNEEXXTT  TTOO  
CCOONNFFEEDDEERRAATTEE  FFLLAAGG
NNEEAARR  PPIITTTTSSBBOORROO

[PITTSBORO] Drivers
along Highway 64 East
Business used to seeing a
giant Confederate battle
Flag blowing in the wind,
are now shaking their
heads at a new neighbor - a

paid billboard saying
"BLACK LIVES MATTER."
The billboard, which will be
up for a year, was paid for
by Recidivism Reduction
Educational Program
Services and Emancipate
NC.
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However, Councilman
Kevin Spears isn't having it.

"I don't like it," a perturbed
Spears told The Journal
Wednesday. "I don't like it at
all."

"I think we were in a posi-
tion to vote last night, and we
should have voted last night.
The information my fellow
council members said they
needed [to make a decision] I
think was provided to us…
[giving us] the ability to
make the decision."

Instead, not only was an
alternative ILM=BLM sign
recommended by city staff,
but Mayor Pro Tem Margaret
Haynes joined Councilman

Charles Rivenbark in push-
ing for anything other than
BLACK LIVES MATTER.

During a contentious vir-
tual meeting Monday,
Rivenbark, in fact, called
BLACK LIVES MATTER
"racist," opting instead for
"ALL LIVES MATTER."

Spears and other activists
in the community countered,
saying all lives can't matter
until Black lives matter, and
Wilmington's racial history,
especially since the 1898 race
massacre, makes that clear.

Councilman Spears says
there have been "a lot of mes-
sages" for, and against, the
BLACK LIVES MATTER pro-
posed mural. He added that a
lot of influence for the post-
ponement came from con-
stituents who were opposed

to it. He agreed only because
he knows that, on August 4,
"something has to happen. It
has to take place."

But Spears made clear
that, unless the BLACK
LIVES MATTER mural is on
the table at the August 4
meeting, he will not be voting
for any compromises.

"I say it now, and I'll say it
for the next two weeks. My
motion was for the art instal-
lation exactly as the proposal
was stated to us," Councilman
Spears told The Journal,
BLACK LIVES MATTER
spelled out [as] it is."

"At this point, I'm unwill-
ing to compromise on what
the message says."

Councilman Spears is not
alone in that sentiment.
Activists angrily denounced

the Council Tuesday night
for failing to vote and seem-
ingly posturing to water
down the BLM message.

"I am very disappointed that
this Council in this city has
failed the people again," NHC
NAACP Pres. Deborah Dicks
Maxwell told The Journal.
"First there had to be a compro-
mise with no street mural and
now opposition to the solution.
Congratulations to the cities
that were able to accomplish
this task effortlessly.
Councilman Rivenbark's com-
ments were divisive, not the
fact that recognition is needed
to state Black Lives Matter. The
county has recognized race as a
health disparity. Yet the city
keeps their head in the sand. A
sad commentary for the city of
1898," Ms. Maxwell concluded.

Sonya Patrick, head of Black
Lives Matter - Wilmington and
the chair of the NHC Chapter
of the National Black
Leadership Caucus, told The
Journal, "Black Lives Matter
murals are going up around the
country as an art expression of
social justice, humanity, not
politics. We do not support the
wordage ILM-BLM, if the
mural cannot say BLACK
LIVES MATTER, the local pub-
lic officials should not count on
Black votes in any elections."

Patrick continued, "It
would be in bad taste if the
Mayor and City Council
voted against a Black Lives
Matter mural at the home of
the 1898 Massacre, the only
government takeover in the
history of this nation, killing
unarmed Black citizens.

After over 120 years, there
have been no reparations for
this horrific tragedy. In 1898,
the local government com-
posed "The White
Declaration of Indepen-
dence." It is still relevant
today in this racist system...
After Wilmington City
Councilman Charlie Riven-
bark stated that the mural
will be racist, she concluded,
"The Black Caucus and BLM
strongly believe that his state-
ment had no merit and that
ALL public officials should
take a mandatory cultural
competency course with
implicit bias training. We feel
this would help keep our pub-
lic officials from being offen-
sive, embarrassing, making
national news when dis-
cussing racial issues."

SPEARS
Continued from Page 1



(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

NN ero, the Roman
Emperor who leg-
endarily fiddled

while Rome burned is a sym-
bol for an irresponsible, inef-
fective, and callous leader who
shows indifference to people
in crisis. The great Rome fire
took place in the first century
AD. The fiddle wasn't invent-
ed until the eleventh century,
so it is unlikely that the hedo-
nistic emperor played the fid-
dle while his city was burn-
ing. More likely, he was
engaged in some trivial or
sybaritic act, regardless of the
crisis.

Our 45th President puts
Nero to shame. Our country is
burning, with COVID cases
rising, racial tensions rising.
The President is pouring fuel
on an already-flaming fire
with his callous indifference,
ineffective leadership, and
irresponsible proclamations.
He has so utterly failed to pro-
vide a national plan to combat
corona that Republican gover-
nors have called him out.
Notably, Maryland governor
Larry Hogan, who chairs the
National Governor's
Association, excoriated Mr.
Trump in a July 16
Washington Post op-ed noting
that our President seemed
"more concerned about boost-

ing the stock market or his
reelection plans."  That's fid-
dling while Rome burns.

Forty-five fanned the flames
of fear and uncertainty about

COVID 19
with false
c o m m e n t s
about the
virus. First,
he said it was
going to go
away, and that
it was no
more severe
than the flu.
Then he sug-
gested a drug,

hydroxychloroquine, that has
proven to be ineffective. Then
he "jokingly" suggested Lysol
or bleach to cure the virus. He
has prioritized the economy
over human lives, urging gov-
ernors to open their states up
for commerce, even as the
number of COVID cases has
risen. Still, he and his
Education Secretary are urg-
ing the full reopening of
schools for full-time in-person
instruction, even though the
numbers suggest otherwise.
They are saying they schools
that fail to meet their
demands will forfeit federal
dollars—fuel to the fire.

Since the economy closed in
late March, there has been
plenty of time to develop a
coordinated response to

COVID 19, develop a back-to-
school plan, and get school dis-
tricts the additional resources
they need to serve our nation's
young people effectively.
Instead, he says he is leaving it
to the states, just like he left
the acquisition of personal
protective equipment to the
states. Why doesn’t he do his
job instead of playing golf ?

Fiddling while Rome burns,
the President and his daugh-
ter Ivanka, are auditioning as
shills for Goya Foods. The
President photographed in the
Oval Office with an assort-
ment of Goya Foods and a
maniacal grin. The First
daughter posted a picture of
herself, holding a can of black
beans. More than 135,000 peo-
ple are dead, and the first fam-
ily is hawking beans!

The President’s comments
on both masks and race are
incendiary. It is irresponsible
to making face coverings a
matter of individual choice
while COVID infections are
rising.

Politicizing masks causes
tension among citizens who
share public space. In Tulsa,
Rev. Robert Turner has rallied
outside xxx for reparations
every Wednesday for the past
two years. On July 15, a rabid
anti-mask white mob sur-
rounded him, poured water on
him, called him "boy," and

assaulted him. Confederate
flag-loving Trump has empow-
ered these racists to behave
horribly.

And the President's idiocy
on the Confederate flag sug-
gests he does not know histo-
ry. His refusal to utter the
words "Black Lives Matter"
reminds us (but we already
knew) that he doesn't think
Black Lives Matter. His
request that NASCAR driver
Bubba Wallace apologize for
reacting when he found a
noose in his area was spa-
cious. His response to a CBS
interviewer who asked him
about Black people's police
shooting was to note that
white people are shot by
police, too. "More white peo-
ple, by the way," the deflector-
in-Chief said. Black people
are 2.8 times as likely to be
killed as whites, but perhaps
the President does not under-
stand the concept of dispro-
portionality.

Since the President refuses
to develop a national plan to
address the corona pandemic,
even as the death toll increas-
es, deaths increase, let him
hawk beans. He is far more
adept at that task than he is at
running the country.

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is
an author and economist who
can be reached at www.julian-
nemalveaux.com

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

JJ ane Elliott said, “If
we didn’t have all
those years when

Black lives didn’t matter, we
wouldn’t have to have a Black
Lives Matter Movement
now.” Questioning whether
we should support Black
Lives Matter is like question-
ing the Civil Rights
Movement that brought us
thus far or like working
against voter suppression
because we think one vote
won’t make a difference or
whether we should support
Black businesses or deposit
our money with a Black Bank
or support Black elected offi-
cials who are working over-
time against great odds to
just keep our heads above
water! Isn’t the answer obvi-
ous? Don’t these questioners
understand how we got to
where we are today? Don’t
they understand the sacri-
fices so many of our people
made to bring us out of slav-
ery, through Jim Crow,
through segregation and so
much more? If we knew our
history we would not have to

be convinced of the necessity
to do business with each
other and to be the first in
line to vote on everything
from dog catcher to
President.

If you’re a Black person, I
don’t care
how much
money you
have, where
you live or
work, who
your non-
Black friends
are, whether
you attended
Harvard or
H o w a r d ,
whether you
have dark

skin or light skin, to those 35-
40 percent who still support
the current person in the
White House and any number
of his cronies who are
Senators, Governors, House
Members, state and local offi-
cials, you’re still a nigger. I
didn’t intend to say “the N
word.” They don’t call you the
N word. They call you just
what they’re thinking, We
must stop acting like saying
the N word somehow softens

the blow of what they mean
when they call you nigger.
Whichever paper prints my
article and chooses to put
n….r, that’s on you.

We’ve already done too
much explaining and excus-
ing the behavior of our so-
called allies of another race or
culture. Those allies we see in
the street now aren’t the peo-
ple we’ve known and worked
with all of our lives. They’re
mostly young people who have
no fear of treating you like the
human being you are. Many of
them already have Black
spouses and Black babies and
truly want a world of equality
for them. Where’re those so-
called allies we’ve worked
with for years on what they
cared about? We often worked
with some of them because
often they were just the lesser
of two evils—but we helped
them to get what they wanted.
Where are they when it comes
to what we care about?

Well, have you been looking
at these polls in the
Presidential race where a
majority of certain white peo-
ple still plan to vote for #45
after all he has done not only

to insult you, but to make life
difficult for them? When #45
gets ready to disrespect us, he
doesn’t leave some of them
out. It’s clear he doesn’t even
care about those poor whites
who support him.

If another white person
tries to tell me about how
much #45 has done for this
country, how much he’s done
for Black people, so they’re
going to vote for him, I’m no
longer interested in anything
else they have to say. They
need not ever ask me to give
my vote to anything they
think is important if I don’t
see it as important to my com-
munity.

Why does any Black person
have to wonder for whom
they’ll vote this year? Just
compare the records of the
candidates on things that
should matter to you, and you
shouldn’t have to be still
thinking about for whom you
should vote for any office.

Faye Williams is National
President of the National
Congress of Black Women and
Host of "Wake Up and Stay
Woke" on WPFW-FM 89.3
Radio in Washington, DC.
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The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to
every person, regardless of race, color or
creed, full human and legal rights. Hating

no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.
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(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

TT he CDC stated early on in this pandemic that “vulnera-
ble populations” need to take extra precautions in order
to protect themselves, and their families from COVID-

19. By now, we know that COVID-19 causes more serious illness in
the elderly, especially those who have pre-existing conditions. I’m
still trying to find an elderly person over the age of 80, without a
pre-existing condition. The people who live in these facilities are,
on average, probably over 80 and tend to be some of the frailest
and sickest members of our society. It was established, as far back
as 2002, in a study published in the Annals of Internal Medicine,
which stated that nearly 82% of Medicare beneficiaries have at
least one chronic condition, and 64% have multiple conditions.
But, that’s another story, for another time.

For now, we need to consider the extent to which this whole
notion of vulnerable populations. No group has
come to represent these “vulnerable populations
with pre-existing conditions; in particular,
African Americans. The Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) says that 30 per-
cent of the Africans Americans who have died
from COVID-19 also were younger than 65-years
old, while just over 13 percent of white
Americans were younger than 65 who died. Dr.
William Bommer, at UC Davis Health feels that
overall people with chronic (pre-existing) condi-
tions are at a ten times higher risk from COVID
infection than the general population. Think
about it, just the fact that a person has high blood

pressure, obesity, diabetes, heart disease, or some type of lung dis-
ease, not only makes them more likely to get infected with COVID-
19, but also increases the odds of them getting admitted to a hos-
pital, then to ICU or death. In fact, chronic conditions can almost
double the chance that you will die, if you are infected with
COVID-19.

One study from the CDC reports that patients with an underly-
ing health condition were six times more likely to end up in the
hospital and 12 times more likely to die if they contracted COVID-
19 than otherwise healthy people.

As reported by CBS News, “African Americans are more likely
to work in jobs that can expose them to the virus, less likely to be
able to take time off from work and more likely to be the sole
breadwinner for their family. Such factors, a legacy of the coun-
try's long history of racism and segregation, compounds the high-
er incidence of underlying health conditions among blacks that
make COVID-19 deadlier for black, Latino and Native people.

Further risks come from the fact that African Americans are
less likely than people working in the general workforce to work
in the sorts of jobs that allow the option of working from home”.

Lost during all the frenzy around this pandemic, is the fact that
the social determinants of health at play during this pandemic
are an exacerbating factor for African Americans. A 2017 study in
JAMA Internal Medicine showed that for African Americans, just
by moving out of racially segregated neighborhoods, with its
associated social determinants of health was linked to a drop-in
blood pressure! Do you understand how critical this situation is?

Like it or not, we will be going back-and-forth with some form
of shelter in place vs. re-opening for some time to come.

We see clearly, the testing for our communities are not any-
where close to being a priority in the eyes of officials; there has
been no effort to ensure that African Americans are included in
the clinical trials, especially considering what we know about the
impact of the social determinants of health on drug efficacy in
respective populations.

One of the biggest challenges awaiting us in this regard, is
the question of “who gets the vaccine first? Will the con-
science of this nation lead it to the acknowledge that there are
upwards of 40 million Americans, who are at increased risk
of every danger this virus poses: higher risk of infection;
higher hospitalization; higher death; and should we be fortu-
nate to survive, we are expected to recover in communities
with decimated primary care systems that are not capable of
providing the care so, badly needed, by a population wrought
with “pre-existing” conditions that result in numerous com-
plications, and a tougher road to recovery.

We must be extremely vigilant in how practice the neces-
sary precautions and safety measures to protect ourselves.
We’ve been shown that we can’t rely of press briefing, nightly
news, or Facebook to make decisions. We have to use our
sound judgement and use our collective voices to advocate
and demand equitable protection and care, as citizens, as we
all go through this pandemic.

I close with the powerful statement from Alan Elbaum in
his essay, Black Lives in a Pandemic: Implications of
Systemic Injustice for End-of-Life Care, “What are the ethical
implications of racial health disparities when it comes to end-
of-life care? Is there such a thing as a “good” or “dignified”
death when African Americans are dying not merely of
Covid-19 but of structural racism?”

Don’t shoot the messenger…I just deliver the facts…as is.
Remember, I’m not a doctor. I just sound like one!
Take good care of yourself and live the best life possible!
The information included in this column is for educational

purposes only. I do not dispense medical advice or prescribe
the use of any technique as a replacement form of treatment
for physical, mental or medical problems by your doctor
either directly or indirectly. Glenn Ellis, MPH is a Visiting
Scholar at The National Bioethics Center at Tuskegee
University and a Harvard Medical School Research Bioethics
Fellow. He is author of Which Doctor? and Information is the
Best Medicine. Ellis is an active media contributor on Health
Equity and Medical Ethics. For more good health information
visit: www.glennellis.com.

GUEST EDITORIALGUEST EDITORIAL
““VVuullnneerraabbllee  ppooppuullaattiioonnss””

"How a society treats its most vulnerable vulnerable isis
always the measure of its humanity"always the measure of its humanity"

VVIISSUUAALL  VVOOIICCEE

Glenn
Ellis

WWhhyy  ddoo  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbee  ccoonnvviinncceedd??

Dr. E. Faye
Williams

AAddddiinngg  ffuueell  ttoo  tthhee  ffiirree  ooff  oouurr  ppaannddeemmiiccss

Dr. Julianne
Malveaux

WWHHOO  AARREE  TTHHEE  LLEEAASSTT  OOFF
TTHHEESSEE??    

We all know that 9 out of 10
people with “average intelli-
gence” know what “Black
Lives Matter” means but many
pretend they do not. If you are
tired of explaining the BLM to
your non-black friends, co-
workers, and to be completely
honest a few fellow black peo-
ple, try this. As a teacher, I
answer them with a series of

questions, deductive reason-
ing, to help them come up with
their own conclusion. If you
put 4 men in a lineup, One
White, Jewish, Asian, and
Black, which one has always
mattered the least yesterday
and today in the USA? Who is
the last hired but first fired?
Which one started out working
for less than minimum wages,
work the hardest, and may
never receive a raise? Who is
suspected of stealing any time

something is missing? Who is
sentenced to the most prison
time for the smallest non-vio-
lent crime? Over 2,000 years
ago, a white-collar tax collector
gave up his top pay, license to
steal, position to follow a dirt
poor, but wise, righteous man.
He was stepping out on FAITH
even though he did not know
what faith was at that time. His
education went from pre-
kindergarten to a PHD in love
and happiness. After that

leader of leaders went back
home to his Father, Matthew,
now a teacher, preacher, and
writer wrote a part of the
world’s best -selling book about
him. In chapter 25 verse 40 (par-
aphrased) Matthew said,
“Whatever you do to the least of
these my brother, you do also to
me”. In other words, “Black
Lives Matter.”

JJaammeess  JJ..  HHaannkkiinnss
WWiillmmiinnggttoonn,,  NNCC

http://www.julian-nemalveaux.com
http://www.julian-nemalveaux.com
http://www.julian-nemalveaux.com
mailto:wilmjourn@aol.com
http://www.glennellis.com
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II t was shattering to the spirits of many people that two
beloved and powerful figures of the Civil Rights
Movement died on the same day. I woke up on Friday

morning hearing that CT Vivian - a personal friend and on
whom I am writing a book - had passed. I was in shocked, sad
mourning all day on Friday…and then on Friday evening

near midnight, I saw the news that Lewis had
passed.

Two giants, two figures of strength,
courage, integrity, and commitment left us on
the same day and the pain was absolutely
numbing.

The tributes have been many for Lewis;
Vivian has been mentioned almost as an after-
thought, it has seemed, and Lewis deserves
every ounce of praise he is getting.

But I kept thinking about Rev. Vivian, this
slight man with a toughness few ever saw, and
I think about he taught me that it is OK to be
angry. Both he and Lewis put their anger into

action and suffered immensely for it, but I talked with Vivian
and I heard with my own ears what that anger sounded like.
In this society, white people expect black people - and any
oppressed group - to just be quiet and accept the treatment
they receive, but Vivian taught me directly - and Lewis, indi-
rectly - that it is OK to be angry.

It is the height of arrogance and ignorance for white peo-
ple to ask black people, "why are you so angry?" As I have
watched white people crying and whining about wearing
masks - not to save themselves as much as to protect other
people - I have felt the anger bubble within me that I have car-
ried as a black woman in this country for a long time. How
can they be so selfish? I ask myself. So, "the law" has mandat-
ed that they wear masks, but they are acting like the spoiled
American citizens that they are. Oppressed people have
learned to follow laws even as they work against them; these
gun-toting white folks are showing how weak-minded being
privileged has made them.

I have also watched how guns are being used, displayed and
purchased during this pandemic of racism and disease. How
can they be so gung-ho about protecting their Second
Amendment rights but not care about First Amendment
rights as well? The federal administration is clamping down
on the right of peaceful assembly - a First Amendment right
- while adamantly protecting the Second Amendment. And
these same people are unconcerned about the work being
done to suppress the vote of African Americans - the right to
vote being another right of American citizens.

It all makes me angry, but Rev. Vivian and Rep. Lewis and
so many others fought to make this country honor its written,
Constitutional commitment to freedom and justice - which
included the right to vote. And it was their anger at the boda-
cious audacity of this country to deny the right to vote to
African Americans which fueled their work.

Both men were grounded in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
There is something about reading the words of Jesus; one
cannot read them and be the same. Their groundedness root-
ed them in the soil of justice and from there, they grew. I have
since come to understand and am writing about the differ-
ence between being a "Christian" and being "religious," the
latter category one to which many white Evangelicals belong.
In that type of religion, the words of Jesus are ignored, pre-
empted in importance by the words of Paul.

Being rooted in Christianity, however, specifically in the
words of Jesus, produces a righteous anger, "eloquent rage,"
as author Brittany Cooper says in her book of the same title.
"There is no way you can read Jesus and not be angry at how
people are treated," Rev. Vivian said to me in one of our ses-
sions, and he added, anger flashing in his eyes, "…and you
cannot be a Christian and be racist!"

I am going to stop trying to be like the majority culture
wants us to be - to be "content" with how we as black people
or the way any oppressed group - is treated. We don't have to
like what you are doing and have done to us for over 400 years.
We see in your whining about being made to wear masks that
you are sensitive about having your rights abridged and both-
ered. What both Rev. Vivian and Rep. Lewis taught me is that
people do not have to accept their oppression, and in memory
of them, I hope we continue to fight against it.

I heard on one of the moment of tribute to Lewis yesterday
something he recently said, knowing he was close to death.
"We must not let this thing die. We must not let this move-
ment die like ours did."

We hear you, Rev. Lewis. We hear you.
Rev. Dr. Susan K Smith is nearing completion of a book,

"On the Shores of America: Two Nations, Two Gods" and in
November, her book, "Rest for the Justice-Seeking Soul" will
be released by Whitaker House Publishers. To inquire about
booking her, contact cassady2euca@icloud.com.

Rev. Susan
K. Smith
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(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

"Common sense and intelli-
gence can still determine what
we do, even in this crazy envi-
ronment. We’re not going to
use our children as guinea
pigs." – NNeeww  YYoorrkk  GGoovveerrnnoorr
AAnnddrreeww  CCuuoommoo

OO f the many ques-
tions the deadly
coronavirus pan-

demic has forced the nation to
confront, the question of
whether to reopen schools is
one of the toughest.

Experts agree that the shut-
down is widening the racial
achievement gap. Black par-
ents are far more likely to
work in jobs that can’t be done
from home, so they’re less
available to supervise at-home
learning. More than a third of
low-income households with
school-age children don’t have
high-speed internet access,
compared to just 6% of afflu-
ent households. One in four
teenagers in a low-income
household don’t have access to
a computer.

Getting students safely
back in school should be a top

priority. But the Trump
administration keeps ignor-
ing the “safely” part.

It’s true that children seem
less susceptible to infection,
but scientists aren’t sure why.

C h i l d r e n
under 19
represent 22
percent of
the popula-
tion, but
only 5 per-
cent of coro-
n a v i r u s
cases. And
90 percent of
c h i l d r e n
who con-

tracted the virus experienced
mild or non-existent symp-
toms. But children with
underlying conditions such as
diabetes, congenital heart dis-
ease, seizures and obesity are
at higher risk for serious
symptoms. And far too little is
known about a rare but seri-
ous complication of the virus
known as multi-symptom
inflammatory disease, or the
role children might play in
spreading the virus to adults.

Rather than devise a com-
prehensive plan do deal with

the risks, the Trump admin-
istration wants to ignore
them. The Centers for
Disease Control has issued
guidelines for schools, but
both President Trump and
Vice President Pence have
urged school districts not to
follow them and have even
pressured the CDC to change
them.

The National Academies of
Science, Engineering and
Medicine, an influential com-
mittee of scientists and edu-
cators, this week issued a
report that stressed the
urgency for younger children
to attend school in person.
But the committee recom-
mended safety guidelines
even more stringent than the
CDC’s, experts went further
than guidelines issued by the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, calling for
surgical masks to be worn by
all teachers and staff mem-
bers during school hours,
and for cloth face coverings
to be worn by all students,
including those in elemen-
tary school.

According to an alarming
report by the Washington

Post, “White House officials
hope Americans will grow
numb to the escalating death
toll and learn to accept tens
of thousands of new cases a
day.”

Simply put: we will not.
President Trump himself

has pointed toward the expe-
riences of countries like
Germany, Denmark, Norway,
and Sweden, where reopened
schools have not led to major
outbreaks. But the virus is
under far better control in
Europe than it is in the
United States. The U.S. has
set new records for daily
infections seven times in the
span of 11 days. In the past
two weeks, more than 692,000
new cases were reported in
the U.S. The European Union,
with a third more residents,
reported about one-twelfth as
many cases.

We desperately need to
send children back to school.
And we desperately need to
reopen our economy. But we
can’t do either until we bring
the virus under control.

“Marc Morial is
President/CEO of the
National Urban League.

REALITY CHECKREALITY CHECK
WWhheenn  JJoohhnn  LLeewwiiss  mmeett  BBrrootthheerr  MMaallccoollmm  XX  iinn  KKeennyyaa

(Via TriceEdneyWire.com)

II n his book, Malcolm X:
The FBI Files,
Clayborne Carson

wrote about an October 1964
first time meeting between
Brother Malcolm and John
Lewis while both were travel-
ing in Africa. The goal of
Lewis and his fellow civil
rights warrior Donald Harris
was to make African students
more aware of what the
Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) was doing in the ongo-
ing war against white
supremacy in the United
States.

After they secured a meet-
ing with Brother Malcolm,
Carson recalls Lewis as saying
“....He felt that the presence of
SNCC in Africa was very
important and that this was a
significant and crucial aspect
of the ‘human rights struggle’

that the American civil rights
groups had too long neglected.
He pointed out (and our expe-
rience bears him correct) that
the African leaders and people

are strongly
behind the
F r e e d o m
Movement in
this country;
that they are
willing to do
all they can to
s u p p o r t ,
e n c o u r a g e
and sustain
the Move-
ment, but

they will not tolerate factional-
ism and support particular
groups or organizations with-
in the Movement as a whole. It
was with this in mind that he
formed his Organization of
Afro-American Unity.
Discussion also centered
around Malcolm’s proposed
plan to bring the case of the

Afro-American before the
General Assembly of the
United Nations and hold the
United States in violation of
the Human Rights Charter.
The question was at that time
(and ultimately was evident)
that support from the civil
rights voices in this country
was not forthcoming and the
American black community
was too plinted (sic) to attempt
such a move without looking
like (complete) asses and
embarrassing (our) most valu-
able allies. We departed with
Malcolm giving us some con-
tacts and the hope that there
would be a greater communi-
cation between the OAAU and
SNCC.”

On February 21st 1965 the
Sunday he was assassinated,
Brother Malcolm told several
of us who were backstage with
him, that he had accepted an
invitation to speak at a SNCC
rally in Jackson, Mississippi

during the upcoming week. I
strongly believe that invita-
tion resulted from his meeting
with John Lewis in Kenya.

John Lewis, in the 1960s,
was not an “American” hero as
cited repeatedly by cable news
hosts and their guests. He was
an African American warrior
who, in the 1960s, put his life
on the line in the ongoing war
against white supremacist ter-
rorists; especially in the for-
mer Confederate states of
America. During that time the
lives of John Lewis and other
warriors were as much in dan-
ger as those of soldiers who
were fighting in the Vietnam
War. That’s what we should
teach our children.

A. Peter Bailey, whose lat-
est book is Witnessing
Brother Malcolm X, the
Master Teacher, can be
reached at apeterb@veri-
zon.net.

A. Peter 
Bailey

Marc
Morial

DDAA  55  BBllooooddss  aanndd  AAmmeerriiccaa  aabbrrooaadd  

II get an ache in my heart
every time someone
who learns that I am a

Vietnam veteran, says "Thank
you for your service."

Even before I returned to
the United States from my
combat tour in Vietnam, I had
decided that we were fighting
an unjust war. More than 50
years later, watching Spike
Lee's "Da 5 Bloods" set off my
internal alarm bells, warning
against African Americans
blindly participating in U.S.
foreign policy.

Lee's latest movie is an
excellent commentary on
some of the complexities of
the Vietnam war for African
Americans, which he boils
down to a single line spoken
by a central character: "We
fought in an immoral war that
wasn't ours… for rights that
wasn't ours."

I am a big fan of Spike Lee,
and Da 5 Bloods is among his
best work, but the film points
out how Black folk were vic-
tims of America's foreign pol-
icy while understating our
complicity in it. I do not fault
Lee for this because this war
was too broad in its social and
political ramifications to fit
into a single movie. But it
omits two lessons Black folk
should have learned from this
painful bloodbath.

First, the American War in
Vietnam was an attempt to
maintain white supremacy in
Southeast Asia. U.S. involve-
ment in that part of the world
did not ramp up until after the
Vietnamese had forced out
their former colonial masters
- the French.

Having abandoned
Vietnam to Japanese invaders
during World War II, France
returned at the end of that

war and demanded - with an
outrageous sense of entitle-
ment bourne of white
supremacy - that it be allowed
to continue its rule. The
bloodied and proud
Vietnamese, who had engi-
neered their own resistance to
the Japanese, were having
none of it.

After the Vietnamese rid
themselves of the French in

1954 at the
cost of many
more lives,
the United
States - in its
role as the
Chicken Lit-
tle of anti-
communism -
raised the
alarm that
the sky was
falling. Self-

proclaimed "foreign policy
experts" in the United States
warned that Southeast Asian
countries would fall like
dominos if communists were
allowed to gain control of all
of Vietnam. North Korea had
securely established itself as
a communist nation a decade
earlier and foreign policy
advisors in Washington rea-
soned that preventing the
spread of communism was in
America's national interest.

When we make a critical
examination of Vietnam
today, we see a trading part-
ner of the United States and a
respected member of the
global community. We see
economic and social progress
under a communist govern-
ment that exposes the lies of
American demagogues who,
f o a m i n g - a t - t h e - m o u t h ,
protested the rise of commu-
nism.

In the late 1950s and early

1960, with Blacks being mur-
dered with impunity and
denied basic constitutional
rights in America, the U.S.
government chose instead to
focus on the "rights" of peo-
ple half a world away. But
"freedom" was not what
Washington was seeking to
establish in Southeast Asia;
it was "compliance." The
United States wanted to bend
that part of the world to its
will - a world order based
upon white supremacy.

If one ignores the rhetoric
and examines America's
actions towards Africa, Asia
and South America, the evi-
dence is clear that white
supremacy has driven U.S.
foreign policy throughout its
post-World War II history.

Secondly, African
Americans have been com-
plicit in U.S. aggressions
towards people of color
around the world.
Handicapped by the blindfold
of anti-communist rhetoric,
Black folk have too often been
enablers in America's efforts
to keep whiteness perched
upon its global pedestal.
Even those of us who knew
that Washington's anti-
Communist zeal made no
sense, particularly as it relat-
ed to Africa and South
America, did not make the
connection between U.S. for-
eign policy and white
supremacy.

It was not the rise of com-
munism that these dema-
gogues feared; it was the loss
of white privilege around the
world. In the 1960s, the newly
emergent African nations
were being successfully
oppressed by a network of
political, economic and mili-
tary resources that put a lid

on any threat to white
supremacy from the "Dark
Continent." But with the rise
of the People's Republic of
China and the defeat of the
French in Vietnam, the white
supremacy lid was coming
off of Asia.

Revisiting the American
War in Vietnam, we see one
aspect of America's attempt
to maintain global domina-
tion by white supremacy and
we see our complicity in this
effort. It is not enough for
Black folk to plead innocence
as draftees just trying to
make it back to the "World"
alive. We must own our part
in the oppression of others.

Attempts to deny our com-
plicity in spreading misery
around the globe in support
of white supremacy is not
unlike Confederate sympa-
thizers refusing to acknowl-
edge that the underlying
cause of the Civil War was
the preservation of slavery,
not the noble South.

As Confederate statues
finally come tumbling down,
African Americans are ask-
ing, "Why has it taken so
long? There was no just
cause. There was no noble
South." By that same meas-
ure, we must ask ourselves,
"What was the true cause and
where was the nobility of
America's involvement in
Vietnam?" 

Not only must we ask our-
selves these questions about
Vietnam, we must continue
to ask these types of ques-
tions about all of America's
foreign policies.

Oscar H. Blayton is a for-
mer Marine Corps combat
pilot and human rights
activist who practices law in
Virginia.

Oscar H.
Blayton

mailto:cassady2euca@icloud.com
mailto:apeterb@veri-zon.net
mailto:apeterb@veri-zon.net
mailto:apeterb@veri-zon.net


II'' m excited about
what is happening
right now that is giv-

ing the working families an
upper hand towards home-
ownership. So many good
things are happening for 1st-
time buyers. From new 100%
financing programs to
$30,000 down payment funds,
to New crowd-funding
allowed so friends, family,
even strangers can con-
tribute to any needed home-
buying funds, to Free
appraisals for Veterans, to
only providing a 1-week F/T
paystub to qualify after being
out of work from the pan-
demic, and MORE. I stay con-
stantly looking for these

types of perks because all the
help families can get is so

needed. In the
wake of
COVID, the
lenders got
tighter than
tight and a lot
of 1st-time pro-
grams shut
down. They are
finally return-
ing and with a
few new ones
as well. Over

the next few weeks, I will
unpack these perks a little
more so you can see why I'm
so excited. Several banks
have USDA, VA loans which
have always been 100%,

which means no money down
to purchase the home. If the
home is $180,000, they will
lend you $180,000. Well, both
loans are government-backed
but have different criteria to
qualify. Traditionally, you
would have to have a 640+
middle score to get a USDA
loan and most banks want at
least that score for VA but
there are a few banks that
will lend with less which is
great news. Also, since
COVID, there have been other
banks that relaunched or
launched their own in-house
loan that is not government-
backed but is also 100%
financing. The credit scores
required will vary from bank

to bank. Just know that for
all of the families that are
sick of renting. Sick of
throwing away money month
after month, year after year,
it's never been a better time
than now to position your-
self. Stay tuned for more
details on all of these great
programs and 'GET IN FOR-
MATION'. Your family
deserves this.

Until next week, share this
article with at least 3 people
and tell them to reach out for
a free game plan to own in the
next 18 months or less.

Brenda Dixon, Dixon
Realty Since 1991, 27 yrs. F/T
expertise.  Brenda@ getthat-
deed.com.  
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NNeeww  sseerriieess::  WWoorrkkiinngg  ffaammiilliieess  aarree  WWIINNNNIINNGG

BBrreennddaa  
DDiixxoonn

CCFFCCCC  ttoo  llaauunncchh  tteeaacchheerr  
pprreeppaarraattiioonn  pprrooggrraammss  tthhiiss  ffaallll

Wilmington, NC – Cape
Fear Community College is
pleased to introduce an
Associate in Arts in Teacher
Preparation and Associate in
Science in Teacher
Preparation beginning this
fall.

The two degree programs,
fully transferable to public
and private NC colleges and
universities, include the same
general education courses
required by students at four-
year schools.

"It has never been more evi-
dent that teachers are unsung
heroes and major contributors
to our children's success,” said
CFCC Dean of General
Education and Sciences Lynn
Criswell. “CFCC is excited to
offer these degrees which will
allow broad exploration of the
profession.”

Coursework and projects
will incorporate field experi-
ence and interactions with
public school teachers and stu-
dents; curriculum planning;
creating inclusive environ-
ments; and targeted prepara-
tion for teacher licensure
exams required by the State of
North Carolina.

In addition, pathways in
both programs are available
for dually-enrolled high school
students to experience teach-
ing as a career and complete
more than 60% of the program
while in high school.

“We anticipate that these
degrees will attract a diverse
group of future educators who
want the benefits of equiva-
lent coursework and real-
world classroom experience
without accumulating unnec-
essary debt," said Criswell.

BBiirrtthhddaayy  bblleessssiinnggss  ccoommee  ttrruuee

Last year, July 11, 2019, a
dream came true for Betty
McQueen Waterman. She had
asked the Lord to bless her to
see her 80th birthday and
received eighty birthday
cards. Surprisingly and with
bountiful blessings, she
received 327 birthday cards

and acknowledgements.
This year on July 11, 2020

she became 81 years old and
would like to thank everyone
for making her dream come
true.

All praises to God for allow-
ing her to share this celebra-
tion.

Wilmington, NC - Douglass
Academy is excited to announce
that its full classical curriculum
will be available for either on-
campus or on-line attendance
when students return on
August 6, 2020. The success of
the condensed live, face-to-face
on-line delivery last spring and
its demand from parents
prompted the expansion of the
live on-line offering to encom-
pass the full curriculum for all
the upcoming year. Douglass
Academy shares its on-line pro-
gram with the three sister
schools in the family of charter
schools managed by The Roger
Bacon Academy - Columbus
Charter School in Whiteville,
Charter Day School in Leland,
and South Brunswick Charter
School in Southport.
Chromebooks and accessories
will be available to loan to each
student attending on-line.

To ensure a smooth transi-
tion to the start of their educa-
tional journey, all kindergarten
students will be on-campus
except in the case of a doctor's
note, at which point an on-line
option will be provided. Each
kindergarten student is guaran-
teed a spot on-campus. First and
second grade students have sep-
arate on-line or on-campus
classes with a dedicated teacher.
On-line and on-campus students
in grades 3-8 are taught concur-
rently. The teacher addresses
on-campus students physically,

and on-line students via live
internet Zoom and Google
Classroom. All students receive
the same teacher instruction
and see the same displays of
maps, texts, math problems, etc.
When the teacher asks a student
a question, that student can be
at school or at home.

Vivicia Graham, a Douglass
Academy parent, explained,
"Douglas Academy's online
learning was a great experience
for my family. Mrs. Sauls and
Ms. Dalton were great with
making it exciting for our girls
and were able to keep them
engaged throughout the entire
process. Also, if we had any
questions, they were answered
immediately."

April Thornbury, a parent at
South Brunswick Charter
School, a sister school sharing
the same on-line program,
remarked, "The online campus
was tremendous, and very well
organized. I trust South
Brunswick Charter School to
find not only a solution, but the
appropriate matrix to ensure
our children are educated and
accountable for their education
in an environment that is safe
and responsible."

Another South Brunswick
Charter School parent, Sara
Kordbacheh-Ball, said "We
greatly appreciated all of the
support we received from South
Brunswick Charter School
when we transitioned to on-line

learning, which enabled us to
continue our daughter's educa-
tion during these unprecedent-
ed times. Ava was still able to
receive daily instruction from
her teachers via zoom. She was
able to still feel connected to her
teachers and classmates, and
that gave her something to look
forward to every day!"

"On-line learning at
Columbus Charter School was a
great experience for my chil-
dren!" said Cara Smeigh, a par-
ent at sister school Columbus
Charter School. She continued,
"My children maintained a
daily routine, interacted with
their teachers and classmates in
live sessions, and felt part of a
learning community. I appreci-
ate the strong efforts teachers
made to keep the classes excit-
ing and engaging each day. I am
so thankful for the emphasis
that Columbus Charter School
places on academics and char-
acter development on-campus
or on-line. Consistency, struc-
ture, and love are keys to chil-
dren's' success and I trust
Columbus Charter School to
provide that for my children in
any situation!"

"When we had to transition to
on-line learning in April, every-
thing was so organized and
user-friendly. The amount of
work that went into all of that
did not go unnoticed." com-
mented Tiffanie Siuta of sister
school Charter Day School. She

continued, "Charter Day School
has been a great fit for us. Their
high expectations for students
and fun learning environment
keeps us returning each year.
The teachers and administra-
tors truly have the students' best
interests at heart and do what-
ever it takes to ensure their safe-
ty. We are so thankful for
Charter Day School. Teachers
and administration take time to
listen to questions/concerns
and respond with solutions in a
timely manner. We can't say
enough about Charter Day
School, it's staff, or the campus!"

Braxton Pendergrass-Lighty,
a Douglass Academy student,
exclaimed, "I enjoyed virtual
learning because I was still
able to see my teachers and
friends! It felt just like the class-
room!" 

Parents can expect the same
high safety standards for their
children on campus including
implementation of all required
safety precautions as outlined
in the NCDHHS StrongSchools
NC Public Health Toolkit. Per
Governor Cooper's mandate,
masks will be required for all
staff and students in grades K-
8 during transitions or whenev-
er 6-foot distancing cannot be
assured. All classrooms have
been set up to provide proper 6-
foot distancing between stu-
dents to allow mask breaks
when consistent distancing can
be assured.

BETTY MCQUEEN WATERMAN

DDoouuggllaassss  AAccaaddeemmyy  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  ooppeenn  oonn--ccaammppuuss  aanndd  oonn--lliinnee!!



EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 206-209-2022

www.Jwilder1.com

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359
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BUSINESS CARDSThursday,  July 23, 2020 7

Use This Space 

For Your Business Card 

It Pays To Advertise In  

THE

WILMINGTON JOURNAL

For Information 

Please Call Us At

910-762-5502

OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
ww.owenmettsrealty.com

OWEN E. METTS, SR., 
Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing Counselor

FFIIRRSSTTFFIIRRSSTT

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

SOUTH KERR
AUTO SERVICE

OWEN METTS
REALTY

(Coach) Columbus Pridgen
Bail Bonding

Make That One Phone Call Count 
Mobile Phone:910-616-2519

Mobile Phone: 910-512-1372

Columbus Pridgen
Owner/Operator

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC  TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $34.95
BRAKES $40.00 + PARTS

223B S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28403

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

“For The right Approach
Call Coach”

NOW OPEN!!

http://www.Jwilder1.com
mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com


SSyyllvviiaa  RReenneeee  WWiillssoonn

Sylvia Renee Wilson died
July 8, 2020. Funeral serv-
ice will be held 2:00 PM on
Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at
Willie L. Shaw Jr. Memorial
Chapel. She leaves to cher-
ish her memory: one daugh-
ter, Shytonia Williams; her
mother, Lillia Wilson; sis-
ters, Ronetta Davis (Julian),
Frances Wilson, and Sylvia
Wilson; one brother,
Timothy Wilson
(Gwendolyn); a host of
other relatives and friends.
A Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

GGeerraalldd  MMuurrrraayy

Gerald Murray died July
12, 2020. Funeral services
were held 5:00 PM on
Thursday, July 16, 2020 at
the Willie L. Shaw Jr.
Memorial Chapel. Gerald,
AKA "Rooney" was born on
February 23, 1948 to Essie
May-Kelly Murray and
Eddie James Murray. He
completed his education at
Williston Senior High
School. Gerald leaves to
cherish his memory: his
stepdaughters, Tina
Murphy and Shaniya
Adams; granddaughter,
Shante Murphy; great--
granddaughter, Za'nya
Murphy; six brothers; five
sisters; a very special sister,
Deborah Murray Talley; a
very special friend, Thelma
Mason and a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives
and friends. A Service of
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

RRoobbeerrtt  LLeeee  ""HHuunn""  GGrraaddyy

Robert Lee "Hun" Grady
died July 13, 2020.
Graveside services were
held Sunday, July 17, 2020 at
Summerville AME Zion
Church Cemetery. Robert,
son of the late James Grady,
Sr. and Gertrude Robinson
Grady was born in Leland,
NC on April 24, 1942. He
was preceded I death by two
brothers, Charlie "Pen"
Grady and James Grady, Jr.;
two sisters, Hazel Grady
and Doris Grady Hooper.
Robert "Hun" graduated
from Lincoln High School.
He attended James Sprunt
Community College and
received a certificate n art.
His fine art work was
shared with family and
friends. Art is not what you
see but what you make oth-
ers see. He was an employ-
ee of Royster Fertilizer
Factory. He leaves to cher-
ish fond memories: his wife,
Marie Grady of
Stockbridge, GA; one
daughter, Dominique
M u h a m m a d - G r a d y
(Sheikh) of Richmond, VA;

four sons, Robert Jerome
Grady of Stockbridge, GA,
Gerald William Grady of
Atlanta, GA, Corey Fields of
Riegelwood, NC and Robert
Tyree McKoy of Bolton, NC;
17 grandchildren; one
brother-in-law, James C.
Hooper of Leland, NC; a
host o nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.
A Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

PPaarrmmaalleeee  MMccCCllaammmmyy

Parmalee McClammy
died July 17, 2020.
Graveside service was on
Sunday, July 19, 2020 at
Edgecombe Community
Cemetery. A Service of
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

MMaaggaalleennee  RRoobbeerrttss

Magalene Roberts died
July 17, 2020. Funeral serv-
ice were  held Thursday,
July 23, 2020 at the Willie L.
Shaw, Jr. Memorial Chapel.
Burial followed in Calvary
Memorial Cemetery. A
Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

CCaarrllttoonn  ""SSmmiittttyy""  SSmmiitthh

Carlton "Smitty" Smith
died July 17, 2020. Funeral
services will be held 11:30
a.m. on Saturday, July 25,
2020. Visitation will be 30
minutes prior to the service
on Saturday. A Service of
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

BBeettttyy  SSeellllaarrss

Belthy "Betty" Dekine
Sellars, age 63, of
Wilmington, passed away
Saturday, July 4, 2020. A
graveside service was held
on Friday, July 10, 2020 at
Calvary Memorial
Cemetery.

Her love and memories
will remain in the hearts of
her children, Shaki Dekine
of the home and Toni
Dekine Toby (Kenya) of
Hampstead; grandchildren,
Airman First Class Jerjuan
Boone of Oklahoma County,
OK, Jaylen Dekine of
Wilmington, Jakai Dekine
of Wilmington and Shakia
Dekine of Hinesville, GA
and a host of other family
and friends. Services
entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401.
Please share memories and
condolences with the family
at www.davisfuneralhome-
nc.com.

LLaawwrreennccee  HH..  CCoolllliinnss

On Thursday, July 9, 2020,
Lawrence H. Collins, of
Southport, peacefully

passed away at the age of
92.

He was born on April 19,
1928, in Buffalo, NY. He was
predeceased by his mother
Madeline M. Collins, his
loving wife Lillian M.
Collins, and his son Lester
Collins. He grew up in
Corning, NY, and later
moved to New Haven, CT
before moving to Elmira,
NY where he lived until
moving with his daughter
due to illness. He worked at
the A&P plant until they
closed.

He is survived by his
daughters Beverly J.
McCormick of Carlisle, PA,
and Barbara A. Bell of
Southport, NC with whom
he resides. He also has eight
grandchildren and several
great-grandchildren and
two great-great-grandsons.
Services entrusted to Davis
Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th
Ave, Wilmington, NC 28401.
Please share memories and
condolences with the family
at www.davisfuneralhome-
nc.com.

EElllleenn  NN..  RRaammssllaanndd

Ellen N. Ramsland, age
71, of Leland (formerly of
Long Island, NY) passed
away on Monday, July 13,
2020. A memorial service
celebrating the life of Mrs.
Ramsland was held on
Thursday, July 16, 2020 at
Davis Funeral Home.

Her love and memories
will remain in the heart of
her husband, Stephen
Ramsland of the home; chil-
dren, Rebecca Ellen
McGhee (Fred) of Newnan,
GA, Stephen Edward
Ramsland, Jr. (Jennifer) of
Wilmington and Jennifer
Jeleniewski (Tim) of
Raleigh; siblings, Patrick
Powers (Gina), Robert
Powers (Laura) and
Raymond Powers (Dina) all
of New York and Sheila Pilz
(Steve) of Florida, 7 grand-
children and a host of other
family and friends.
Services entrusted to Davis
Funeral Home, 901 S. 5th
Ave, Wilmington, NC 28401.
Please share memories and
condolences with the family
at www.davisfuneralhome-
nc.com.

MMoooorriiss  LL..  NNeeaall

Morris Levern Neal, age
63, of Wilmington, passed
away Monday, July 13, 2020.
A graveside service was
held Saturday, July 18, 2020
at Tabernacle Believers
Holiness Church Cemetery
in Riegelwood, NC.

His love and memories
will remain in the heart of
his wife, Adrene V. Neal of
Raleigh; children, Ricardo
Young (Jennifer) of

Greensboro, Adrene Neal
Peacock (Brian) of Raleigh
and Melissa Neal McLean
(Albert) of Greensboro; sib-
lings, Dean Graham
(Adrienne) of Stone
Mountain, GA, William
Neal of Wilmington, Vivian
Neal Phillips of Vallejo, CA,
Cassandra Neal Burke of
Ellenwood, GA, 5 grandchil-
dren and a host of other rel-
atives and friends. Services
entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401.
Please share memories and
condolences with the family
at www.davisfuneralhome-
nc.com.

GGaarrllaanndd  DD..  WWiillssoonn

Garland D. Wilson, age 65,
of Wilmington, passed away
Thursday, July 16, 2020. A
celebration of Mr. Wilson's
life was held on Wednesday,
July 22, 2020 at Davis
Funeral Home. Interment
followed in Calvary
Memorial Cemetery.

His love and memories
will remain in the hearts of
his siblings, Elsie Wilson
Clark, Warren Wilson
(Brenda) and Jarvis Wilson
all of Wilmington, Marvin
Wilson of Leland and Terry
Mallette of Winston Salem;
aunts, Frances McCloud of
Bishopville, SC, Mary Alice
Champagne of Orange, NJ
and Sarah Lewis (Bobby) of
Roselle, NJ, and a host of
nieces, nephews, other fam-
ily and friends. Services
entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401.
Please share memories and
condolences with the family
at www.davisfuneralhome-
nc.com.

MMaarryy  AAlliiccee  MMoooorree

Mary Alice Moore, age 66,
of Onslow County (former-
ly of Wilmington), passed
away Monday, July 20, 2020.
Public viewing will be held
from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 o.m. on
Friday, July 24, 2020 at Davis
Funeral Home. (NO LIN-
GERING/GATHERING). A
celebration of Ms. Moore's
life will be conducted at 1:00
PM on Saturday, July 25, at
Davis Funeral Home.
Interment will follow in
Calvary Memorial
Cemetery. Services
entrusted to Davis Funeral
Home, 901 S. 5th Ave,
Wilmington, NC 28401.
Please share memories and
condolences with the family
at www.davisfuneralhome-
nc.com.

RRoonnaalldd  CC..  MMaappssoonn

Ronald Carl Mapson, age
67 of Navassa, passed away
Monday, July 20, 2020.

Public viewing will be
held from 3:00 - 5:00 PM on
Saturday, July 25, 2020 at
Davis Funeral Home, 901 S
5th Ave., Wilmington, NC
28401.

A celebration of Mr.
Mapson's life will be con-
ducted at 12:00 p.m., Sunday,
July 26, 2020 at Davis
Funeral Home, 901 S 5th
Ave., Wilmington, NC 28401.
Interment will follow in
Meares Cemetery in
Navassa. Services entrust-
ed to Davis Funeral Home,
901 S. 5th Ave, Wilmington,
NC 28401. Please share
memories and condolences
with the family at
www.davisfuneralhome-
nc.com.
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AAddkkiinnss  DDrraaiinn  FFuunneerraall  SSeerrvviiccee

Connie Drain Green
Funeral Director

Samuel Drain, Jr. 
and  Allene Drain 

In Memoriam
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With A Memoriam 
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TTeell ll   tthheemm  yyoouu  rreeaadd  ii tt   iinn  
TTHHEE WWII LL MM II NN GG TT OO NN JJOO UU RR NN AA LL

TELL SOMEBODYTELL SOMEBODY

TThhoouu    hhaass  lleefftt  yyoouurr  ffiirrsstt  lloovvee??
"Nevertheless I have some-

what against thee, because
thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of
his place, except thou
repent." Revelation  2:4-5

TT he Revelation of
Jesus Christ, which
God gave unto him to

shew unto his servants things
which must shortly come to
pass; and he sent and signified
it by his angel unto his servant
John:

John was in the Spirit on
the Lord's day. He was on the
isle of Patmos where he was
exiled for the word of God and
for the testimony of Jesus
Christ. Jesus told John to
write the things he had seen
and the things which are, and
the things which shall be here-
after..

Unto the angel of the
church of Ephesus
write.(Verse 2) I know thy
works, and thy labour, and thy
patience, and how thou canst
not bear them which are evil:
and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles,

and are not, and hast found
them liars:

And has borne, and hast
patience, and for my name's
sake hast laboured, and hast
not fainted. Nevertheless I

have some-
what against
thee, because
thou hast left
thy first love.

The Book
of Revelation
was not writ-
ten to the
world. It was
written to the
s e v e n
c h u r c h e s

which were in Asia. The
words were given  to the angel
of the churches to prepare
them for the coming of the
Lord. Jesus had let his ser-
vants know that he was com-
ing back for a church without
spot or wrinkle. He was com-
ing back for a glorious church.
He was coming back for a
ready church! 

The message to the church
at Ephesus let them know that
the Lord was walking in the
midst of the church and he
knew everything that was
going on. He told the church
at Ephesus, that he knew of
their works (accomplish-

ments); he knew their labor
(productive activities); he
knew their patience ( persever-
ance and diligence); He knew
their intolerance  towards
them that were evil. They
even tested them that said they
were apostles, and found them
to be liars. Jesus knew of their
support and hard work done in
his name. He knew they had
not fainted (lacked courage) .
Jesus' s everlasting love and
care for the church is  undeni-
able, unmistakable and appar-
ent, because of the fact that  he
bought and paid for the church
with his own precious blood.

He let the church know they
were not ready for his return
and that he had  somewhat
against them because they had
left their first love. He told
them to remember (keep in
mind)  from where they were
fallen and to repent. He also
told them they needed to do
their first works . He repeated
his words and declared, unless
you repent (feel sorrow for
past sin or conduct enough to
change one's life for the better.)
I will remove thy candlestick.
(The candlesticks were the
churches)

This message to the church
still stands to our present day
congregation. We are living in

the last days and the coming of
our Lord Jesus is drawing
nearer than when we first
believed, and yet so many of
his servants are not ready for
his return. They are not ready
to repent.

Not ready to repent means
not ready to change opinions,
decisions, course of actions. It
also means not Godly sorry
and therefore not sorry
enough to quit, cease, desist!
Lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God.

A church without love is not
a church at all. Jesus said you
have left(abandoned) your first
love. God is love, and Jesus
Christ is God's manifested love
to this world. How can the
church  survive if we have left
our first love?  How will the
world know that we are his dis-
ciples without his love?     The
church  is  the Light of the
world. (Matthew 5:14)  Without
his love, the church has no
light!  The world seems to grow
darker day by day!  We are the
salt of the earth. (Matthew
5:13)  Without savor, salt has no
effectiveness. It is good for
nothing but to be cast out and
to be trodden under foot of
men.

You have been so busy doing
the work of the Lord, , you

have left your first  priority,
which is your love for Christ.
You still love him. He is no
longer first.

Indicators You are leaving
or already Left First Love….

1.You love  someone else
more than the Lord.

2.Your soul does not long for
fellowship in God's word and
prayer

3. Your thoughts in leisure
do not honor God.

4.You make excuses for
doing things that displease the
Lord.

5.You do not willingly or
cheerfully give to God's work.

6. You cease to treat people
as you would treat the Lord.

7.You view Christs com-
mands as restrictions to your
happiness, rather than expres-
sions of his love.

8.You strive for affirmation
from the world instead of
approval from God.

9.You fail to make Christ
known because fear  of rejec-
tion.

10. You refuse to give up an
activity that offends a weaker
brother.

11. You are Complacent to
sinful conditions around you..

12. You are  Unwilling to for-
give your offenders.

Remember from where you

have fallen and get back up
again. God is still calling you.
Your work is not done.  It's not
too late. He loves you too
much to leave you alone.
Church, it is time to get up,
stand up, look up, and speak
up!  He that has an ear,  let him
hear what the Spirit is saying
to the church!  Tell
Somebody!!!

Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a
native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper, First Lady of Faith
Outreach COGIC,
Jacksonville, N.C.  She is a
mother of three wonderful
children and a proud grand-
mother! She is a Licensed
Evangelist with COGIC,
International. She is the
President of P.W.E. Pastors
Wives Empowerment Confe-
rence, an annual event held in
honor of Pastors and minis-
ters Wives.  This support
group's focus is to Encourage,
Embrace and Empower Elect
Ladies    to be all they can be
in Christ Jesus, while provid-
ing support to their husbands,
who are Gospel preachers and
pastors. Her heart's desire is
to please the Lord, rescue the
perishing, comfort the dying,
and live a life that gives God
glory!

Sylvia
Hooper

BBYY  SSTTAACCYY  MM..  BBRROOWWNN
NNPA NEWSWIRE SENIOR
CORRESPONDENT

For more than 100 years, the
annual convention of
Jehovah’s Witnesses packed
venues like the old Memorial
Stadium in Baltimore, Yankee
Stadium in New York, and
Qualcomm Stadium in San
Diego.

Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, the religious orga-
nization’s Governing Body
canceled the annual gather-
ings and, for the first time,
moved the event to a virtual
platform.

Congregations, families,
and guests can now view the
convention titled, “Always
Rejoice!” during July and
August on the organization’s
website, www.jw.org.

“The convention will con-
tinue to teach us that joy is a
quality of the heart. It is some-
thing that we have inside even
when things around us maybe
crumpling,” said Robert
Hendriks, U.S. spokesman for
Jehovah’s Witnesses. “This
message for our community is
absolutely vital.”

Hendriks added that the

two Christian principles that
guided the Witnesses’ historic
decision to cancel their annu-
al convention are respect for
the sanctity of life and love of
neighbor.

“As much as we long to meet
together, life is far too pre-
cious to put at risk,” Hendriks
stated. “Life trumps a place,
and a building. Life tran-
scends our desire to meet
together. Life is paramount
and we recognize that even if
one life was taken because of
a public meeting, that would
be one life too many. We love
our brothers, and we love our
communities so when you
think of carrying the virus,
that is contrary to love of
neighbor. The principles that
move us to knock on doors and
talk to our neighbors about
the gospel and to invite people
to our public gatherings, are
the very principles we used to
stop the convention and hold
it virtually.”

In 2019, more than 14 mil-
lion people in 240 lands attend-
ed conventions of Jehovah’s
Witnesses, including roughly
2 million in the United States.

“Our worship is centered
on our mutual love for our

God and for each other, irre-
spective of where we are phys-
ically,” said Robert Hendriks,
U.S. spokesman for Jehovah’s
Witnesses. “This year’s con-
vention program underscores
the unity of our international
family and the joy that people
can have against a backdrop of
stress and despair.”

The conventions of
Jehovah’s Witnesses are usu-
ally held over three days –
Friday through Sunday, with
a morning and afternoon ses-
sion each day.

Witness officials said they
would release the program on
their website in six install-
ments, each corresponding to
a morning or afternoon ses-
sion. Many congregations
and families have already
viewed the first convention
session, which debuted July
11.

The final weekend of the
virtual event takes place
August 29 and August 30.

Hendriks noted that this
year’s program explores
questions that include, what
contributes to finding and
sustaining joy? How can you
cultivate joy in the family?
How can you remain joyful in

difficult times?
A key feature of the pro-

gram is a Bible-based drama
that considers Nehemiah’s
life and how he helped the
ancient nation of Israel find
joy in their worship of God.

Those interested in view-
ing the convention can con-
tact their local congregation
or access the program on

www.jw.org, available under
the “Library” tab.

There is no charge for
viewing the convention, sign-
ups, or email addresses also
aren’t required.

Each year many who are
not Jehovah’s Witnesses
attend the annual conven-
tions, Hendriks said, adding
that there are more than 8.6

million active Jehovah’s
Witnesses worldwide. Yet, the
2019 conferences had a peak
attendance of more than 14
million.

“With the program avail-
able online in hundreds of
languages, this may be the
most attended convention of
Jehovah’s Witnesses to date,”
Hendriks stated.

TT hat will be deter-
mined by the GPS
you are using as

your guide system, The Bible
is our physical road map
given by God to man to follow
until His Son would come and
provide a way for man to
come to God and be saved,
healed and delivered.
Proverbs 14:12 (KJV) “There
is a way which seemeth right
unto a man, but the end there-
of are the ways of death”. Life
is the same way you must pro-
gram your destination based
upon where you are!
According to the Bible, which
is our spiritual road map, we
all began our life journey
from the same place, position,
or source. Let’s turn now
again to the teaching of the
infallible Word of God which
is the fountainhead of all spir-
itual truth and the revelation
of the complete will of God
for man. Isaiah 35:7-9 (KJV) 8
“And a highway shall be there,
and a Way, and it shall be
called The Way of holiness;
the unclean shall not pass
over it; but it shall be for
those: the wayfaring men,
though fools, shall not err
therein. 9 No lion shall be
there, nor any ravenous beast
shall go up thereon, it shall
not be found there; but the
redeemed shall walk there”:

John 14:4-6 (KJV) 4” And

whither I go ye know, and the
way ye know. 5Thomas saith
unto him, Lord, we know not
whither thou goest; and how
can we know the way? 6jesus
saith unto him, I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man

cometh unto
the Father,
but by me”.
Jesus Christ,
Mediator: the
way to God is
through Jesus
Christ Him-
self. This is a
critical verse,
for Jesus said
that no man
could reach
God unless he

approached God through
Jesus Himself. Notice, Jesus'
claim to the deity: "I Am"
Jesus made three phenome-
nal claims.

“There is a difference
between pointing the way to a
particular place and taking
someone by the hand and
leading him there. The person
who guides a person to their
destination becomes the way
himself. Jesus Christ not only
points out and tells a person
how to walk through life and
how to reach God, but He also
shows the person the way.
Therefore, He is the Way. Note
the repetition of the word
"way".

There is a difference
between telling someone
about the truth and living the
truth before them. The one
who lives the truth becomes
the truth.

1. Jesus Christ is the
Embodiment of truth (John
14:6). He is the picture of
truth. God not only talks to a
man about Himself, but God
also shows a man what He is
like in the person of Jesus
Christ. Man can look at Jesus
Christ and see a perfect pic-
ture of the truth of God.

“Jesus Christ is the
Communicator of truth. He—
His Person and His Life—
makes things clear. He reveals
the ultimate source and mean-
ing and end of all things. He
reveals the truth of man him-
self and the world surround-
ing man. He shows man the
right way to the truth, and He
enables man to choose the
right way to the truth”.

“There is a difference
between telling someone
about life and living life. The
one who lives in the one who
possesses life, and the more
perfect one lives, the more life
one possesses. Jesus Christ
lived perfectly; therefore, He
possesses life perfectly. He is
the Life: the very embodi-
ment, energy, force, and
source of life itself ”.
(POSBC).

(John 1:4)"In him was life;
and the life was the light of
men".(John 10:10)"I come that
they might have life and that
they might have it more abun-
dantly".(John 10:10"Jesus said
unto her, I am the resurrec-
tion, and the life: he that
believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live"(.

If the Bible is our road
map and Jesus is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life, then the
Holy Spirit is our spiritual
GPS. John 14:15-17, “If ye love
me, keep my commandments.
16And I will pray for the
Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he
may abide with you forever;
17Even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall
be in you. V.26, 26But the
Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and
bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I
have said unto you”. The
Church is operating inde-
pendently of the Holy Spirit!

John 15:26,26 “But when
the Comforter comes, whom I
will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of
truth, which proceedeth from

the Father, he shall testify of
m e ” :
John 16:12-15,12 “I have yet
many things to say unto you,
but ye cannot bear them now.
13 Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth:
for he shall not speak of him-
self; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and
he will shew you things to
come. 14 He shall glorify me:
for he shall receive of mine,
and shall shew it unto you. 15
All things that the Father
hath are mine: therefore said
I, that he shall take of mine,
and shall shew it unto you”.

“The Holy Spirit glorifies
Christ and only Christ. Note
that the Spirit "receives" of
Christ and shows (declares) it
to believers. This means that
He receives and declares... •
only what Christ is. • only
what Christ did. •  only what
Christ said.

The Holy Spirit was sent in
Jesus' name to proclaim
Jesus alone. He, the Spirit of
Truth, leads believers to
Christ, who alone is the
Truth. He did not come to
proclaim a movement and
message of His own, but to
proclaim the movement and
message of Christ. You can’t
miss heaven if you guided by
the Holy Spirit (GPS).

Romans 8:14-17 (KJV) “For

as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God. 15 For ye have
not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear; but ye
have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit
itself beareth witness with
our spirit, that we are the
children of God: 17 And if
children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer
with him, that we may be also
glorified together”. In my
conclusion, Thepolitical sys-
tem, or the government, the
civil rightsmovement, reli-
gious groups, and others do
not have the answer for the
Black Community. The
church has abandoned the
Word of God and the Holy
Spirit and has chosen mere
men who are blind, and “if
the blind lead the blind they
both shall fall into the ditch”.
Father, I pray in the Name of
Jesus that the Black
Community and the Black
Church, will look unto the
hills from which cometh our
Help. Amen.

Reverend Naconiel
Fullwood currently the pas-
tor of MRDRC Ministries
(Mircle, Restoration,
Deliverance, Revival Center
Ministries Inc.) located in
Wilmington, NC.

““AAllwwaayyss  RReejjooiiccee11””  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  ooff  JJeehhoovvaahh’’ss  WWiittnneesssseess  mmoovveess  ttoo  ssttrreeaammiinngg  ppllaattffoorrmm

A WORD FROM THE LORDA WORD FROM THE LORD

WWhheerree  wwiillll  wwee  ggoo  ffrroomm  hheerree??  --PPaarrtt  22

Those interested in viewing the convention can contact their local congrega-
tion or access the program on www.jw.org, available under the “Library” tab.

Rev.
Naconiel
Fullwood

http://www.jw.org
http://www.jw.org
http://www.jw.org
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(TriceEdneyWire.com) - He
was the son of a sharecrop-
per who came to be known as
the “conscience of the
Congress” and has been
described by a list of other
heroic terms: From the Rev.
Jesse Jackson, who called
him the “founding father of
American Democracy” to
President Barack Obama’s
description saying
Congressman John Lewis’
“life is a lesson in the fierce
urgency of now.”

Even President Donald
Trump, whose inauguration
was skipped in protest by the
Congressman who also voted
for Trump’s impeachment,
has expressed “respect for
the memory and longstand-
ing public service of
Representative John Lewis,
of Georgia” as he ordered all
U. S. flags to be flown at half-
mast in his honor.

Perhaps best known in his
final years as one who
engaged in “good trouble,
necessary trouble” – his best
description of himself –
Lewis died of pancreatic can-
cer July 17. He was 80. Civil
rights leaders, dignitaries,
his constituents and the mil-
lions of lives he touched
poured out their memories
and paid their respects this
week.

“Although there were
times when the movement
left John, John never left the
movement,” said fellow
Congressman James Clyburn
(D-S.C.), Democratic majority
whip, who worked with Lewis
in the struggle for 27 years.
“John continued his quest for
equality right up to the bitter
end. Just last month, he visit-
ed the Black Lives Matter
plaza in Washington D.C., as
if to pass the torch. He and I
had talked about the current
iteration of the movement —
its intensity, its diversity. We
felt that a sustaining move-
ment for ‘liberty and justice
for all’ had finally arrived.”

And that’s how he wanted
to be remembered – for the
impact that his leadership for
racial justice had on America
and the world – both Black

and White.
“The United States and the

world have lost one of the
great public leaders of our
time…I and everyone who
cares about and works for
justice will miss him,” said
Douglas W. Elmendorf, dean
of the Harvard University
John F. Kennedy School of
Government.

“Representative Lewis
fought his entire life for civil
rights and against anti-Black
racism. He fought with stir-
ring moral clarity: He
stressed that all people
deserve freedom and justice,
and for 60 years, he spoke out
again and again when people
in this country and others
were denied their basic
human rights. He fought with
remarkable personal
courage: He was repeatedly
beaten, harassed, arrested,
jailed, and attacked, but he
kept seeking ways to make a
difference through ‘good
trouble, necessary trouble,’
as he called it.”

Although he was the
youngest to speak at the
March on Washington,
August 28, 1963, Lewis is per-
haps best known for his lead-
ership on “Bloody Sunday”,
March 7, 1965. That was the
day when Georgia state
troopers brutally assaulted
him and others as the
Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), which he chaired,
crossed the Edmund Pettus
Bridge, marching from Selma
to Montgomery.

That moment, widely tele-
vised, led to the passage of
the Voting Rights Act the
same year after President
Lyndon B. Johnson – touch
by the violence - borrowed
from the words of the civil
rights anthem, “We Shall
Overcome.”

Lewis died on the same day
as the Rev. C. T. Vivian, 95,
also a foot soldier of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Vivian died at home in
Atlanta of natural causes.

The following are excerpts
from his congressional web
page bio:

Often called “one of the
most courageous persons the

Civil Rights Movement ever
produced," John Lewis has
dedicated his life to protect-
ing human rights, securing
civil liberties, and building
what he calls "The Beloved
Community” in America.
His dedication to the highest
ethical standards and moral
principles has won him the
admiration of many of his
colleagues on both sides of
the aisle in the United States
Congress.

He was born the son of
sharecroppers on February
21, 1940, outside of Troy,
Alabama. He grew up on his
family's farm and attended
segregated public schools in
Pike County, Alabama. As a
young boy, he was inspired by
the activism surrounding the
Montgomery Bus Boycott
and the words of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.,
which he heard on radio
broadcasts. In those pivotal
moments, he made a decision
to become a part of the Civil
Rights Movement. Ever since
then, he has remained at the
vanguard of progressive
social movements and the
human rights struggle in the
United States.

As a student at Fisk
University, John Lewis
organized sit-in demonstra-
tions at segregated lunch
counters in Nashville,
Tennessee. In 1961, he volun-
teered to participate in the
Freedom Rides, which chal-
lenged segregation at inter-
state bus terminals across
the South. Lewis risked his
life on those Rides many
times by simply sitting in
seats reserved for white
patrons. He was also beaten
severely by angry mobs and
arrested by police for chal-
lenging the injustice of Jim
Crow segregation in the
South.

During the height of the
Movement, from 1963 to 1966,
Lewis was named Chairman
of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), which he helped
form. SNCC was largely
responsible for organizing
student activism in the
Movement, including sit-ins
and other activities.

While still a young man,
John Lewis became a nation-
ally recognized leader. By
1963, he was dubbed one of
the Big Six leaders of the
Civil Rights Movement. At
the age of 23, he was an archi-
tect of and a keynote speaker
at the historic March on
Washington in August 1963.

In 1964, John Lewis coordi-
nated SNCC efforts to organ-
ize voter registration drives
and community action pro-
grams during the Mississippi
Freedom Summer. The fol-
lowing year, Lewis helped
spearhead one of the most
seminal moments of the Civil
Rights Movement. Hosea
Williams, another notable
Civil Rights leader, and John
Lewis led over 600 peaceful,
orderly protestors across the
Edmund Pettus Bridge in
Selma, Alabama on March 7,
1965. They intended to march
from Selma to Montgomery
to demonstrate the need for
voting rights in the state.
The marchers were attacked
by Alabama state troopers in
a brutal confrontation that
became known as "Bloody
Sunday."   News broadcasts
and photographs revealing

the senseless cruelty of the
segregated South helped has-
ten the passage of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

Despite more than 40
arrests, physical attacks and
serious injuries, John Lewis
remained a devoted advocate
of the philosophy of nonvio-
lence. After leaving SNCC in
1966, he continued his com-
mitment to the Civil Rights
Movement as Associate
Director of the Field
Foundation and his partici-
pation in the Southern
Regional Council's voter reg-
istration programs. Lewis
went on to become the
Director of the Voter
Education Project (VEP).
Under his leadership, the
VEP transformed the
nation's political climate by
adding nearly four million
minorities to the voter rolls.

In 1981, he was elected to
the Atlanta City Council.
While serving on the Council,
he was an advocate for ethics
in government and neighbor-
hood preservation. He was
elected to Congress in
November 1986 and has
served as U.S. Representative
of Georgia's Fifth

Congressional District since
then. He is Senior Chief
Deputy Whip for the
Democratic Party in leader-
ship in the House, a member
of the House Ways & Means
Committee, and Chairman of
its Subcommittee on
Oversight.

John Lewis holds a B.A. in
Religion and Philosophy
from Fisk University, and he
is a graduate of the
American Baptist
Theological Seminary, both
in Nashville, Tennessee. He
has been awarded over 50
honorary degrees from pres-
tigious colleges and universi-
ties throughout the United
States, including Harvard
University, Brown University,
the University of
Pennsylvania, Princeton
University, Duke University,
Morehouse College, Clark-
Atlanta University, Howard
University, Brandeis
University, Columbia
University, Fisk University,
and Troy State University.

His biography, published
in 1998, is entitled Walking
With The Wind: A Memoir of
the Movement. He is survived
by one son, John Miles.

U. S. Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.) stands with DC Mayor Muriel Bowser on Black
Lives Matter Plaza during protests sparked by the police killing of George
Floyd. PHOTO: Khalid Aji-Allah

(Via NNPANewsWire.com)

Tallahassee, Florida —
Princell Hair joins The Black
News Channel (BNC) as
President and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the nation’s
first and only 24-hour news
network culturally specific to
the diverse views of the Black
community, it was announced
today by Chairman and inter-
im CEO, J.C. Watts. With the
announcement of a new CEO,
Watts will return to his role as
Chairman. Hair’s appointment
is effective immediately.

Hair brings a unique back-
ground in diverse platforms
including general manage-
ment, experience leading a
national news network, a
regional sports business and
several local television news
departments. He has reimag-
ined programming lineups in
his career discovering new,
engaging talent, enhancing lin-
ear audience reach and vastly
growing digital user engage-
ment.

Hair grew up in South
Florida and started his career
there in local news and rose to
Vice President of News for the

CBS Television Stations group,
before becoming the first and
only African-American to lead
CNN-US as Executive Vice
President and General
Manager, achieving major rat-
ings growth during key news
events including the
Democratic and Republican
National Conventions plus
CNN’s Election Night in
America 2004. He joined
Comcast in 2008 supervising
news operations and talent for
the Comcast regional sports
networks. In 2012, Hair was
named Senior Vice President
of News and Talent for the
NBC Sports Group. He was
promoted in 2016 to Senior
Vice President and General
Manager of NBC Sports
Boston, leading the regional
sports network to audience
growth across all platforms as
well as generating several of
the network’s most profitable
years in its history.

“Princell’s experience as a
news and sports executive is
unmatched for its breadth and
success. As a programmer he
will bring energy and fresh
thinking to the Black News
Channel,” said BNC

Chairman, J.C. Watts. “We are
delighted to welcome him and
excited to see him build on the
foundation we have laid with
the launch of the Black News
Channel.”

“I am grateful to Chairman
Watts and the Board of
Directors for this opportunity,”
said Hair. “I’m thrilled to
return to daily newsgathering
and compelling storytelling at
the only 24-hour cable news
channel aimed specifically at
African Americans and other
people of color, as the world
responds to a pandemic, sys-
temic racism and an economic
crisis, all of which dispropor-
tionately impact the Black
audience. I’m equally excited
to join and support the talented
team of journalists and staff
across BNC’s platforms as the
high stakes 2020 Presidential
Race enters the red zone.”

Hair received his Masters
degree in Business
Administration from the
Goizueta Business School at
Emory University, and a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Broadcast Journalism from
Florida International
University in Miami, Florida.

He is a member of National
Association of Black
Journalists (NABJ) and the
National Black MBA
Association (NBMBAA).

About BNC
Black News Channel is an

independent network that is
minority owned and operated,
and the nation’s only provider
of 24/7 cable news program-
ming dedicated to covering
the unique perspective of
African American communi-
ties. BNC provides access to
information and educational
programming to meet the spe-
cific needs of this growing and
dynamic community that is a
major consumer of subscrip-
tion television services. BNC
provides an authentic, new
voice that represents African
Americans in mainstream
media and fosters political,
economic, and social dis-
course; the network is one
voice representing the many
voices of African Americans.
BNC’s programming illumi-
nates truth about the unique
challenges facing urban com-
munities and helps close the
“image gap” that exists today
between the negative black

stereotypes perpetuated by
mainstream media news and

our enterprising African
American communities.

PPrriinncceellll  HHaaiirr  nnaammeedd  PPrreessiiddeenntt  &&  CCEEOO  ooff  tthhee  BBllaacckk  NNeewwss  CChhaannnneell

PRINCELL HAIR
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified on the 27th day of
May, 2020, as Executor of the Estate
of JAMES W. CHAPMAN a/k/a JIM
CHAPMAN, Deceased, late of New
Hanover County, North Carolina, this is
to notify all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against the
decedent to exhibit the same to the
Executor, Ann H. Chapman, at 8816
Sawmill Creek Lane - Wilmington, NC
28411, on or before the 30th day of
September, 2020, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the estate should make
immediate payment.

This 26th day of June, 2020.

ANN H. CHAPMAN, EXECUTOR
Attorney for the Estate:
J. Wesley Casteen, Esq., CPA
Carolina Legal Counsel
P.O. Box 12028
Wilmington, North Carolina 28405
Telephone (910) 256-3364

July 2, 9, 16, and 23, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified on the 1st day of
June, 2020, as Executor of the Estate
of PAUL DEMURO, Deceased, late of
New Hanover County, North Carolina,
this is to notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against the
decedent to exhibit the same to the
Executor, Anne Z. DeMuro, at 1201
Futch Creek Road, Wilmington, NC
28411, on or before the 30th day of
September, 2020, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the estate should make
immediate payment.

This 26th day of June, 2020.

ANNE Z. DEMURO, EXECUTOR
Attorney for the Estate:
J. Wesley Casteen, Esq., CPA
Carolina Legal Counsel
P.O. Box 12028
Wilmington, North Carolina 28405
Telephone (910) 256-3364

July 2, 9, 16, and 23, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator of the estate of Lofton
Merrit Irving, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 16th day of
October, 2020, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 16th day of July, 2020

Tiffany Irving,  Administrator
Po Box 10161
Wilmington, NC 28404

July 23, 30, August 6, 13, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as the Executrix of
the Estate of Robert D. Moore III
(New Hanover County File No. 20 E
613) late of 1107 Chestnut Street,
Wilmington, New Hanover
County,North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having claims
against the estate of said decedent to
serve them on the undersigned at
201 N. Front Street Suite 408,
Wilmington, NC 28401, on or before
the 16th day of October, 2020, or
this notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery. All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 9th day of July, 2020.

CASON CRUMMIE LAW FIRM, PLLC
Attorney for Monita M. Ozment
20 I N. Front Street Suite 408
Wilmington, NC 28401

July 16, 23, 30, August 6, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Administratrix of the estate of
Conrad Francis Carrano,
deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does here-
by notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 23rd day
of October, 2020, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recov-
ery.  All persons, firms and corpora-
tions indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 23rd day of July, 2020

Carmela Carrano,  Administratrix
5630 Old Garden Rd. Apt 104
Wilmington, NC 28403

July 16, 23, 30, August 6, 2020

NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the Estate of Charles J.
Paone, deceased, of New Hanover
County, North Carolina, do hereby
notify all persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 23rd day of October,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate will please make immedi-
ate payment to the undersigned.

This 23rd day of July, 2020.

M. Jane Paone, Executrix 
of the Estate of Charles J. Paone
8528 Bald Eagle Lane
Wilmington, NC 28411
MURCHISON, TAYLOR & 
GIBSON, PLLC
1979 Eastwood Road, Suite 101
Wilmington, NC 28403

July 23, 30, August 6, 13, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Executrix of the estate of Sandra W.
Cooper, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 23rd day of
October, 2020, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 23rd day of July, 2020

Angela Cooper McGuire,  Executrix
109 Superior Ct.
Hampstead, NC 28443

July 23, 30, August 6, 13, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
NEW HANOVER COUNTY
In the General Court of
Justice --Superior Court

Division
20 CVS949

ELANDA J. GORE, Plaintiff,
v.
ROBERT W. GRAY, JR.,
Defendant.

To Robert W. Gray, Jr.: Take
notice that a pleading seeking
relief against you has been
filed in the above-entitled
action.

The nature of the relief
being sought is as follows: dam-
ages arising from motor vehicular
negligence. You are required to
make defense to such pleading
not later than forty (40) days
from the first running of this
notice, exclusive of such date,
which was Thursday, July 9,
2020, and upon your failure to do
so, the party seeking service
against you will apply to the
Court for the relief sought.

This the 9th day of July, 2020

July 9, 16, 23, 2020

MEETING NOTICE

A meeting of the Wilmington
Urban Area MPO Board will be
held on Wednesday, July 29,
2020 at 3pm. As a precaution
during the COVID-19 pandemic
and pursuant to Sec. 4.31 of SB
704 (S.L. 2020-3), the meeting
will be conducted remotely.
Audio, and video, if any, of the
meeting will be streamed live
from the 5th Floor Harrelson
Conference Room of the CresCom
Bank Building at 115 N. 3rd St.,
Wilmington, NC. The live remote
meeting will be accessible start-
ing at 3pm on July 29th online,
https://zoom.us or by phone,
312-626-6799, with meeting ID#
984 7693 2128 and password
893393. Public comments may
be submitted in advance by
e m a i l i n g
wmpo@wilmingtonnc.gov or by
leaving a message at (910) 341-
3258 before 5pm on June 23,
2020. Public comments will be
played or read aloud by staff dur-
ing the meeting. Per the adopted
Public Participation Plan, public
comments shall be limited to 3
minutes each.
Mike Kozlosky
Executive Director
Wilmington Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning
Organization

July 23, 2020

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF:

EXECUTRIX'S NOTICE
OLLIE MARIE TEACHEY HATCHER
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUS-

TICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

BEFORE THE CLERK
FILE NO. 20 E 0753

Having qualified as Executrix of the
Estate of Ollie Marie Teachey
Hatcher of New Hanover County,
North Carolina, this is to notify all
persons having claims against the
estate of said Ollie Marie Teachey
Hatcher to present them to the
undersigned on or before October
23, 2020, that being three (3)
months from the first date of publi-
cation of this Notice or same shall
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment.

This the 23rd day of July, 2020.

Melanie Hatcher Philip
Executrix of the Estate of
Ollie Marie Teachey Hatcher
c/o Stephen E. Culbreth 
CULBRETH LAW FIRM
P.O. Box 446
Wilmington, N. C. 28402

July 23, 30, August 6, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF BRUSNWICK

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE

FILE NO. 20-CVD-1040

CATHERINE D. LEWIS,
Plaintiff,
vs.

KIMBERLY HENDERSON and
UNKNOWN FATHER,
Defendants.

TO:  Unknown Father

TAKE NOTICE that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the above
entitled action.  The nature of
the relief being sought is for
child custody. You are sum-
moned and notified to answer
the complaint, which has been
filed regarding child custody for
the listed Plaintiff. 

You are to file this
with the Clerk of Superior
Court of the county named
above a written answer within
forty days after the first date of
publication.  You must also
serve a copy of your Answer
upon the Plaintiff.  

You are required to
make a defense to such plead-
ing not later than the 1st day of
September, 2020 which is 40
days after the first publication
of this notice and upon your
failure to do so the party seek-
ing service against you will
apply to the Court for the relief
sought. 

This the 23rd day of July, 2020.  

Adrian Iapalucci, Attorney at
Law, 
P.O. Box 10818, 
Southport, NC  28461 
910-845-2970

July 23, 30, August 6, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
Administrator CTA of the estate of
Perlie Henry Davis, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims
against the estate to exhibit them to
the undersigned on or before the 2nd
day of October, 2020, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 2nd day of July, 2020

Russell Davis, Jr.,  Administrator CTA
3202 Graylyn Terrace
Wilmington, NC 28411

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Linda Louise
Kuharcik (20-E-625), late of New
Hanover County, Wilmington, North
Carolina the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate of said decedent to exhibit
them to the undersigned at 701
Market Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before
October 2, 2020 or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 2nd day of July, 2020.

Katherine K. Russell
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Executrix of the
Estate of Louise Price Formisano
(20-E-418), late of New Hanover
County, Wilmington, North Carolina
the undersigned does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate of
said decedent to exhibit them to
the undersigned at 701 Market
Street, Wilmington, North Carolina,
28401 on or before October 9,
2020 or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
the said estate will please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 9th day of July, 2020.

Lori G. Formisano
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

July 9, 16, 23, 30, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Carol Lucy Cohen
(20-E-681), late of New Hanover
County, Wilmington, North Carolina
the undersigned does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate of
said decedent to exhibit them to
the undersigned at 701 Market
Street, Wilmington, North Carolina,
28401 on or before October 9,
2020 or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
the said estate will please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 9th day of July, 2020.

Ronald Cohen
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

July 9, 16, 23, 30, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as Executrix of the estate of Tracy
Johnna Williams, deceased, of
the New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 23rd day of October,
2020, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This the 23rd day of July, 2020

Valerie D. Williams,  Executrix
4006 Live Oak Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27604

July 16, 23, 30, August 6, 2020

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
NEW HANOVER COUNTY

In the Superior Court
Before the Clerk

New Hanover County File
Number: 20-SP-226

CHARLOTTE NOEL FOX,
Administrator CTA for the
Estate of REBECCA
McMILLAN, Petitioner, vs.
WILLIAM McMILLAN, JR.,
RHONDA McMILLAN
ALLEN, LEROY
LAWRENCE, HILDA SIN-
GLETON, CHARLES DONTE
MELBERT, KELLIE MEL-
BERT, KATRENA BOYKIN,
AND UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
REBECCA McMILLAN,
Respondents.

To Leroy Lawrence, Hilda
Singleton, Charles Donte
Melbert, Kellie Melbert,
Unknown Heirs of Rebecca
McMillan, and Unknown Heirs
of Charles Melbert, Jr.:

TAKE NOTICE that a
special proceeding seeking
relief against you has been
filed in the above-entitled
action.  The nature of the
relief being sought is as fol-
lows:

A Petition for
Possession, Custody and
Control of Real Property and
Sale of Real Property by
Private Sale to Pay Debts of
Rebecca McMillan.  The real
property sought to be sold is
described as follows:

“All of Lot 46 in Section 1
of Walnut Hills
Subdivision as the same is
shown on map of Section
1 of said subdivision
recorded in Map Book 12
at Page 18 in the office of
the Register of Deed of
New Hanover County”

Also being identified
as Tax Parcel ID # R02420-
004-004-000

Address: 7 Diamond
Drive, Wilmington, North
Carolina 28429.

Pursuant to N.C.G.S
§ 28-A-13-3, Petitioner seeks
to take possession, custody
and control of said real prop-
erty and sell the real proper-
ty at a private sale in accor-
dance with Chapter 1, Article
29A of the North Carolina
General Statutes and to
apply the proceeds of the
sale of the real property;
first, to the satisfaction of the
debts and other claims
against the Estate and the
costs of administration; and
after satisfaction of the debts
and other claims against the
Estate and costs of adminis-
tration, distribute to the
heirs.

You are required to
file a written response by
Wednesday, August 19,
2020, and upon your failure
to do so any order entered by
the Court shall be binding as
if you were personally before
the Court and any payment
or distribution made by the
Administrator CTA under
orders of the Court shall have
the effect of fully discharging
such personal representative
and any sureties on the per-
sonal representative's official
bond to the full extent of
such payment or distribution
as ordered. 

This, the 9th day of July,
2020.

CRAIGE & FOX, PLLC
Charlotte Noel Fox
N.C. State Bar No. 32678
Administrator CTA of the 
Estate of Rebecca McMillan
701 Market Street
Wilmington, North Carolina
28401
Telephone: (910) 815-0085 
Facsimile:  (910) 815-1095

July 9, 16, 23, 2020

mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
https://zoom.us
mailto:wmpo@wilmingtonnc.gov
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