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When the COVID-19 outbreak
abruptly ended their school year in
March, many high school students
treated their time off as an extended
vacation.

Russellville High School senior
Justin Howard had a different plan,
though. Howard immediately went to
work at Pilgrim’s, then Innovative
Hearth Products, and that full-time
employment was on top of his part-
time job at Taco Bell in Russellville.

It’s that type of work ethic that
recruiters with the United States
Navy hope Howard carries with him
into his military career. Howard will

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Although his system’s ‘Roadmap
for Reopening” plan includes a virtu-
al learning option, Russellville City
Schools Superintendent Heath
Grimes has been adamant that his
system would start, as scheduled,
with traditional, in-classroom instruc-
tion.

And it seems most parents of the
system’s 2,500 students agree, as
only 10 percent opted for the virtual
option. 

This is a significantly lower percent-
age than Alabama public schools are
seeing across the state. Last week,
Alabama Superintendent of
Education Eric Mackey said up to
half of all public school students will

begin the school year attending
classes remotely through virtual
instruction. Some of these students
are in systems that are offering virtu-
al instruction only, and some are stu-
dents who opted into the virtual
method.

Russellville City Schools will hold a
staggered start for students on
August 19, 20 and 21. This is one
week later than the original sched-
ule, but teachers will now have five
additional in-service days to go
through training for virtual learning.
Teacher days are set for August 6-
18.

On Wednesday, August 19, West
Elementary School kindergarten stu-
dents with last names A-I and all sec-
ond graders will begin classes, along

JROTC experience inspires
Howard to enlist in Navy

Grimes: RCS to return to
‘traditional’ instruction

See ‘HOWARD,’ page 5

See ‘RCS,’ page  5

COURTESY PHOTO
Justin Howard (with flag ball cap)

with family members at a going away
party held in his honor last weekend.



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Mary Nelle “Race” Entrekin Artz, 91, of
Russellville, passed away Friday, July 24th.
Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the family.

Anthony “Mark” Sampson Sr., 63, of Phil
Campbell passed away Thursday, July 23rd.
Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the family.

George Leroy Sansbury, 70, of Russellville,
passed away on Monday, July 20th.  Interment

at Franklin Memory Gardens.

Slyvester Scott Jr., 68, of Phil Campbell,
passed away on Friday, July 17th. Interment at

East Franklin Cemetery.



For daily updates on news, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Memorial service, ‘last call’
held in K9 deputy’s memory
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Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The “end of watch” call, or “last call,” is a ceremonial call over a police radio
to honor the death of a law enforcement officer.

Sadly, the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office transmitted such a call Friday in
memory of one of own. Chill, the department’s K9 deputy sheriff, died July
19th after a lengthy battle with cancer.

Chill, a German Shepherd born and trained in the Czech Republic, served
with Sheriff Shannon Oliver’s department since 2012.

A brief memorial ceremony was
held Friday evening at the
Sheriff’s Office in the K9’s honor.

During his eight-year tenure
with the FCSO, Chill had two
partners, Sergeant Jordan
Seahorn and Deputy Matt
Weeks. The K9 was responsible
for the seizure of numerous
pounds of illegal drugs, and he
actively assisted in apprehending
several violent felony offenders. 

In addition to his on-the-job
accolades, Chill was perhaps the
best ambassador the department
had when it comes to building
relationships with kids across
Franklin County.

“He was a staple of the commu-
nity and loved by children in all
the county schools,” Oliver said.
“Chill made multiple visits a year
to see the students and help
build a relationship between the
youth and law enforcement, as well as helping check the schools for safety.

“Chill could bring a smile to anyone stopping by the office to see the staff
or helping comfort a child who had a traumatic experience. He would always

Deputy Chill

See ‘MEMORIAL,’ Page  7
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The Franklin County Board of Education
approved more than 100 personnel moves at the
board’s July 21 meeting.

The personnel action sheet included the hiring of
new teacher substitutes and new hires for the Fall
2020 and Spring 2021 TRACKS program.

The following personnel moves were approved
at the recommendation of Superintendent Greg
Hamilton:

Resignation: Ashley Burton, math teacher at
Tharptown High School, Jaime Key, science/math
teacher at THS, Brooklyn Clark, head softball
coach/aide at THS, Rhonda Sliger, comprehen-
sive social science teacher, Belgreen High
School, Myra Frederick, part-time counselor at
BHS, Valerie Hood, special education aide at THS
and Marc Tracy, social studies teacher at THS.

Resignation in Supplement: Holly Kuykendall,
girls varsity basketball coach at Red Bay High
School, Chuck Simmons, head cross country
coach and junior high boys basketball coach at
Belgreen and Kellie Ballard Henson, assistant
softball coach at Red Bay.

Volunteer Resignation: Dustin Welch, volunteer
softball coach at Belgreen.

Retirement: Lance Mitchell, RBHS principal,
Cathy Jarnigan, Red Bay Elementary teacher and
Tracey Cook, Phil Campbell Elementary teacher.

Leave of Absence: Kellie Ballard Henson, Red
Bay math teacher, from September 15 to
December 15, 2020.

Employment: Emily Langston, band
director/instructional aide at Vina High School,

Rachel Ingle, teacher at RBES, Kristin Oliver,
Child Nutrition Program Assistant, Phil Campbell
School, Stewart Ozbirn, custodian at Belgreen,
Nathan Bohannon, custodian, Franklin County
Schools, Kamri Sears, special education teacher,
THS, Traci Nolen, Access Facilitator Aide, THS,
Lynsi Bragwell, math teacher THS, Ariel
McManus, math teacher PCHS, Devon Hester,
general science teacher PCHS, Marla Kerby, sci-
ence teacher, THS, Bailey Phillips, elementary
teacher TES, Mary Anne Clement, full-time substi-
tute at THS, Devyn Childers King, registered
nurse, Franklin County Schools, Carmen
Whitfield, history teacher and head softball coach,
THS, Brandy Hollimon, full-time substitute TES,
Heath Boyd, physical education/health teacher,
THS, Jennifer May, custodian PCHS, Samantha
Walker, comprehensive social science teacher
THS, and Paul Humphres, principal, Red Bay
High School.

Employment in Supplement: Colby Cox, head
cross country boys and girls coach, BHS, and
Jennifer Cooper, junior high boys basketball
coach, Belgreen.

Transfers: Ryan Champion, transfer from social
science teacher at THS to social science teacher
at BHS, and Brooke Williams, transfer from ele-
mentary teacher at TES to Belgreen.

New Teacher Substitutes: James Arthur,
Elizabeth Deaton, Kaitlyn Galowitch, Dana B.
Hargett, Katie Howard, Kendra James, Allen
Knott, Jennifer Pace, Caleb Ramey, Brittney S.
Roccato, Heather Sibley, Bridget Tharp, Brittany
Thomas, Lillian Torres, Julianna Blackburn and
Heather Tompkins.

See ‘MOVES,’ Page 5
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For news updates throughout the week, don’t forget to
check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘RCS,’ from page 1‘HOWARD,’ from page 1

‘MOVES,’ from page 4

with Russellville Elementary School fifth graders, Russellville Middle
School 8th graders and seniors at Russellville High School.

Thursday, August 20 will see the start of classes for WES students with last
names J-R and first graders, along with fourth graders at RES, seventh
graders at RMS and sophomores and juniors at RHS.

Friday, August 21 will be the starting day for WES kindergarten students
with last names S-Z, third graders at RES, sixth graders at RMS and fresh-
men at RHS.

Parents were presented with two learning model options, traditional face-
to-face learning and virtual learning, which is a school-based distance learn-
ing program from home. Although devices are available to check out from the
school, students are responsible for finding reliable internet connectivity
under this option.

Free WiFi will be provided in the parking lots of all Russellville City Schools
and Russellville Park and Recreation facilities.

While some aspects of on-campus, ‘traditional’ instruction will be the same
as previous years, there will also be major changes as RCS officials imple-
ment policy from the Alabama Department of Public Health, the Alabama
High School Athletic Association and the State Department of Education.

Gone, at least for the 2020-21 school year, are traditional registration and
parent nights. Students will not have field trips, outside visitors or public
assemblies. Pep rallies, if they are held at all, will be outside with social dis-
tance measures in place.

Classroom parties will be closed to parent participation, and no outside
food will be allowed at those events. 

There will be sanitation stations in all classrooms or hallways that students
will be asked to use before entering any classroom, lunchroom, library or
other buildings. And water fountains will be shut off. Students may bring bot-
tled water in original bottled water containers.

“I have been resolved we start school on time, and Russellville City Schools
will start on August 19th,” Grimes said. “We do not intend to go virtual. We
have the virtual option in place, but with approximately 250 of 2,500 students
choosing that option, I don’t see why we would choose an all virtual option.”

Grimes said students who begin the semester in the traditional schedule
and later become ill or quarantined may then move to a ‘blended’ education-
al platform.

In the blended model, lessons from the student’s classroom teacher will be
made available to the student at home. They will be monitored and graded
by the teacher, with feedback given via a virtual platform. Teachers will make
regular contact with parents of any blended student to offer help or guidance.

As far as participation in extracurricular activities, students in both the tra-
ditional and virtual learning platforms will be allowed to take part.

Masks will be allowed for students to wear, but are not required, unless stu-
dents are in a classroom where social distancing is not possible.

Bus routes have been altered to allow for half capacity each time they run,
with a first and second route in place for all morning and afternoon bus
routes. The first route morning dropoffs at school will be at 7:15 a.m., with the
second route dropoff by 8:15 a.m. The first route afternoon school pickup will
be at 2:40 p.m., and the second route pickup at 3:10 p.m.

Masks are required on all bus routes.
Students and teachers will be off Monday, September 7 for Labor Day,

October 5-6 for fall break and students will be off on October 7 for a teacher
only work day.

Thanksgiving break will be November 25-27, and Christmas Break will
begin December 21. Students will return to class January 6, 2021, with
teachers reporting January 4 for a work day.

November 23-24 are designated virtual days on campus. 
For more information on Russellville City Schools’ ‘Roadmap for

Reopening,’ log onto www.rcs.k12.al.us.

New Hires for Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 TRACKS: Sherry Smith, Amanda
Oliver, Cindy Peppers, Amy Thomas, Briana Champion, Dalany Roberts,
Deborah Townsend, Kristy Smith, Brittany Smallwood, Kristie Thorn and
D’Andra Robinson, Site Coordinators, Wyatt Hutcheson, Walker Kennerly,
Lorie Scott, Candace Cornelius, Leann Trapp, Miranda Hardy, Dalana Baker,
Kim Jones, Suzanne Borden, Katina Petree, Christina Baker, Laura
Stockton, Lorena Hernandez, Chastity West, Susie Stockton, Jessica
Nichols, Tonyca Scott, Amber Pharr, Sonya Jackson, Jennifer Russell,
Tracey Swinney, Pam Clement, Kristin Headlee, teachers, Melissa Stancil,
substitute teacher, Shirley Rambo, Elisha Rambo, Wanda Hill, Micaela
Guzman, Elisabeth Lerch, Stephanie Humphres, Lillian Torres, Joan Allen,
Tom Barkley Scott, Robert Langley, Kaitlyn Robbins, Kim Whitten, LaShanda
Wingo, Jordan Sharp, Betty Taylor, Denise Hester and Olivia Knight, Aides.

leave next month for Recruit Training Command, more commonly known as
boot camp, in Illinois. After that, he will be sent to Pensacola, Fla., for the first
stages of training in aviation mechanics, his chosen path in the Navy.

And thanks to working hard, Howard will have some money in his pocket,
although a recent purchase cut into his savings. Howard purchased a prom-
ise ring for his girlfriend, Haley White, and presented it to her at a going away
party held in his honor last weekend.

A disrupted senior year,  a full-time job, part-time job, girlfriend and family
obligations and the beginning of a Naval career. That’s a lot on the plate of
an 18-year-old, but Howard seems ready for the challenge.

“It makes me kind of nervous, just thinking about being that far away from
my family and girlfriend,” Howard said. “I think that’s what I’ll miss the most—
not being able to see the people I love every day.”

While still working part-time, Howard has given up full-time employment the
final month he’s home, so he can spend that quality time with family and
friends. But the maturity he’s shown caught the eye of the person who knows
him best, and she thinks her son will be ready for the challenges ahead.

“In the past few months since the quarantine, you have proved that you are
on the right path,” Pam Howard, Justin’s mother, said to her son in a social
media post. “Just remember how proud me and dad are for you in your
accomplishments so far.”

Howard is one of three children of Craig and Pam Howard. The family lives
in the Churntown community in eastern Franklin County. Justin is the first
child to enter the military, and it’s no surprise his mother is a little nervous.

“I was a little scared when he told us. My daughter’s husband is in the Army
and that may have been a motivation for Justin,” Pam said. “But with being
nervous, I’m proud of him too. For him to want to go and do this, it gives me
a lot of pride, but when your babies leave home, you never like it.”

At RHS, Howard was a four-year member of the Junior Reserve Officer’s
Training Corps, or JROTC, under the leadership of Lt. Col. (Retired) Norman
Lier and 1st Sgt. Michael Connor. The positive influence of those two men is
something Howard said prepared and motivated him to enter the Navy.

“They took a lot of time preparing us for the outside world and how it’s going
to be,” Howard said. “We learned about resumes, job interviews and they
also taught us first aid. It was a lot more than just classroom learning. We
learned leadership skills and being part of a team and working together.

“They were so positive and were a big motivation to me. Also, my cousin is
in the Navy right now and I’ve always liked the Navy. I want to do something
working with planes, and the Navy offers that. Hopefully, it will give me some-
thing to base a career on after the Navy,” he added.

Chances are good the physical challenges of boot camp won’t overwhelm
Howard. A member of the RHS cross country and track teams, Howard
advanced to state two years in cross country and one in track, so a five-mile
morning run won’t phase him.

As he looks down the road of his life, Howard would like to return to Franklin
County, but he knows that decision will be dictated by where he can find the
best job in his chosen career.

“After I get out of the Navy, I’ll see what is around here job wise,” Howard
said. “I’d like to come back home at some point.”



The NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies free and
low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or a chron-

ic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may also
be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx today. There is no charge
for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-389-0529 and ask for
Paula Pardue. This program is in partnership with the state of Alabama and Alabama
Department of Senior Services.  

Everyone is welcome to worship services at Duncan Creek Baptist Church,
3925 Duncan Creek Road, Russellville. Service times are Sunday School

at 10 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. and Bible Study at 5 p.m. Pastor is Bro. Joe Thorn. 

You are cordially invited to new service time at Pleasant Ridge Missionary
Baptist Church on Highway 48 in Russellville, at 11 a.m., Sunday morn-

ings.  Social distancing practiced, mask optional. Pastor Roger Bond.

New Life Ministries invites you to join them for Sunday School at 10 a.m.
on Sunday mornings and for worship services on Sundays at 11 a.m. and

5 p.m. and Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. On the first Sunday of each month, there will be
a fellowship lunch after morning services. You and your family are invited to come wor-
ship and fellowship with the Lord of Hosts and his children. New Life Ministries is locat-
ed on Hwy. 24 west toward Red Bay, behind Tompkins Feed.  

American Legion Post #64 would like to announce that the July meetings
have been cancelled due to COVID-19.  August updates will follow.

Meeting occur every second Thursday of the month. 

Fifth Thursday Food Giveaway - 2 p.m. July 30, 2020 - Russellville First
United Methodist Church – downtown corner of Madison and Washington

Ave.  Groceries will given out while supplies last.  All social distancing measures will be
followed.  Bring your ID and follow instructions given by staff.

Have an event we can help publicize? Call us at 256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us
online at www.franklinfreepress.net. Send your letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us online
at www.franklinfreepress.net. 
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make the saddest of days better,” Oliver added.
Funds used to purchase and train Chill came from drug seizure money from

crimes committed in Franklin County. When he was first paired with Chill,
Seahorn went through training in North Carolina with his partner. After a six-
year partnership, Seahorn transferred to Investigations and Weeks was cho-
sen to become Chill’s new handler.

Weeks’ training with Chill came in Northwest Mississippi. The K9 was
trained and certified in narcotics detection, criminal apprehension and search
and rescue tracking.

Oliver said he plans to acquire a new K9 as soon as possible, as Chill’s
accomplishments have highlighted the benefits of having a K9 deputy.

“Deputy Chill will be greatly missed by our family and his faithful service to
our community will never be forgotten,” Oliver said.

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
Franklin County and Russellville Police Officers standing at atten-

tion in memory of Chill, the K9 deputy.  Chill served with the
Franklin County Sheriffʼs Department since 2012.







ESTATE SALES

AUTO

2004 GMC Envoy. No
rust, good body, cold air,

three-row seating, no
dents, clean inside.

157,000 miles.  $3,500
OBO.  Call (256)-324-

2407. (4)

HELP WANTED

Need Someone to do
dirt work for a garden.
Also need someone for
roofing repairs. Please

call 256-668-9391.

FOR SALE

Wrought Iron Mailbox
post.  Standard deluxe
$55.  Has 911 sign on
them.  Well built, looks

good, and will last.  Also
have 911 address signs.
No texts, call (256)-577-

1632. (3)

Whirlpool dishwasher.
White, runs and looks

new. User guide is avail-
able. $95. Call 256-332-

8294. (5)

Crane Brand Commode.
Completely rebuilt. Like
New. $50. Call 256-436-

6717. (6)

Tiller taskforce, five
horsepower. $185. Call

(256)-332-5081 or (256)-
627-1916. (5)

Antique settee with tuft-
ed sides and back for
sale. $60. Call (256)-

460-9757. (3)

Antique bed, includes
headboard, footboard,
bedrails and wooden
slats. $80. Call (256)-

460-9757. (3)

HOUSES/
APARTMENTS/

PROPERTY
FOR RENT/SALE

Two bedroom house,
large yard with covered

patio. Duplex. Call (256)-
332-5081 or (256)-627-

1916.

Furnished one bedroom
apartment with tv, inter-

net and private entrance.
Call (256)-332-5081 or

(256)-627-1916.

Nice three bedroom,
three bathroom house

for rent.  Deposit
required. Lawn service

included. Call (256)-436-
4622.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up

to 40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale.

$15 for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-

tive weeks. Up to 25
words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads

exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents

the number of times the
ad has appeared. Call
us at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or renew

your ad. Payment is
required in advance of

publication for ads.

JOB OPENING
FULL TIME BOOKKEEPER/OFFICE ASSISTANT

Knowledge of basic office skills: Telephone etiquette, typing,
copying, filing, faxing and personal interaction with others.

Bookkeeping experience: Data entry, reconciliations, financial
statements, monthly and quarterly payroll tax reports, sales tax

and live payroll.

Serious inquiries only! Self-motivation and punctuality a must!
Willingness to help in any area of business operations.

Send RESUME to P.O. Box 729, Russellville, Al., 35653.

PUBLIC
NOTICE

In accordance with the
Alabama Abandoned

Motor Vehicle Act,
Alabama Code Sections
32-13-1 through 32-13-8,

the following motor
vehicle will be sold for
cash at 10:30 a.m., on

September 3rd, 2020, at
M&N Wrecker & Service
Center, 11833 Hwy. 43
South, Russellville, Al,
35653. Seller reserves
the right to reject any

bid and the right to bid. 

2004 Chevrolet Monte
Carlo.

Tag: 33CL157
VIN #:

2G1WW12E649437389
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RUSSELLVILLE - For most of us, when we are
in a competition with 121 other people, the main
objective more than likely is to simply not finish in
last.  Just get from point A to point B and be some-
what competitive.

That’s not the mindset Russellville senior Eric
Boutwell had when he stepped foot on the Goose
Pond Colony Resort Lake Golf Course in
Scottsboro last week as he competed for the 75th
Alabama Boys State Junior Championship.
Boutwell was determined to finish as high up in the
standings as he possibly could and after finishing
19th out of a possible 122 spots, Boutwell has his
sights set on climbing to the top of the golfing
mountain in Alabama high school golf.

“I want to win a state championship.  That’s my
number one goal for this year.  I’ve been dreaming
about winning state ever since my seventh grade
year and that’s just always been the goal and
that’s at the top of my list for this year,” Boutwell
said.  

Boutwell has started off his senior year of golf on
the right foot by impressing at the state junior
championship.  Across three rounds of golf
Boutwell shot a 69 (3-under par) on rounds one
and two while shooting a 74 (two-over par) on the
third and final round for an average score of 74 (4-
under par) for the week. 

With 121 other high school golfers from across
the state competing for the title just as he was, it
was not lost on Boutwell the honor and privilege it
was to be able to play in a tournament of its cal-
iber.

“It’s a big honor to be able to play at that level of
golf with those guys.  There were 122 of us there
competing and they’re all great players and it was
just a real honor to be out there amongst golfers
from all over the state and trying to compete for
that championship,” Boutwell said.  

Going into the tournament, Boutwell knew what
to expect from the course and says that the course
played perfectly into the style of golf he does best.

“I’ve played that course a few times before and
it’s a pretty long golf course, which actually ended
up working out well for me.  I’m more confident off
of the tee than anywhere else and I hit it pretty far,
especially for my size,” Boutwell said.  “I just felt
like the course was a really good fit for me
because I can control my driver and I just knew I
had to get it going everywhere else and in other
aspects of my game in order to compete with
those guys at that level.”

While the first two days went by rather smoothly,

Driving towards a title

See ʻTITLE,  ̓page 12

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

THARPTOWN - Finding a coach that possesses
championship-caliber experience oftentimes
proves to be a difficult search.  After all, there are
only so many trophies handed out at the end of
every season.  Of course, once you have a coach
with that level of experience, the thought of having
to find another on the same level seems impossi-
ble.

However, for the Tharptown softball program,
they will make the easy transition from one nation-
al championship winning coach to another as
Carmen Whitfield was named the new head coach
for the Lady Wildcats last week.

Whitfield, who starred at the University of North
Alabama during their national title run in 2016, will
be taking over for former teammate and fellow
champion at UNA, alumna Brooklynn Clark who
departed Tharptown in search of her next coach-
ing job.

As Whitfield takes over a program left behind by
her former teammate, she knows that she will be
stepping into a good situation with the Wildcats.

“It’s exciting because I know that Brooklynn did
what she needed to do while she was there.  I
know she taught them the game and she taught
them the skills that they need to be successful,”
Whitfield said.  “We’re still friends and we still com-
municate about players and certain things like that
and she was giving me an idea of where things
are and how things operate and being able to take

Whitfield hired as
new head softball

coach at THS

COURTESY PHOTO
Boutwell shot a 69 on the first two rounds of

the tournament, followed up with a 74 in the
final round to finish 19th out of 122 partici-

pants. 

COURTESY PHOTO
After three years at the helm of the Shoals
Christian softball program, Whitfield is now

hoping to lead Tharptown to its first ever
state title.

Russellville senior Eric Boutwell is making waves on the junior golfing circuit in
Alabama and after competing in the Alabama State Junior Championship, he’s

ready to compete for a state title with the Golden Tigers

See ʻWHITFIELD,  ̓page 13
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‘TITLE,’ from page 11
Boutwell got into a bit of a jam on the third day but was able to rebound and

salvage the day and secure a top-20 finish for the Golden Tiger.
“The first two days I played really solid golf and I didn’t really get into any

trouble or anything.  But the last day I made a double-bogey on the sixth
hole. Just hit a bad tee ball into the water and had a bad second shot and
had to try and make some birdies to get back from that,” Boutwell said.  “I
try to just forget about it
and move on from the
mistakes.  We were
already late in the tourna-
ment and six holes into
the last round and I knew
I couldn’t let that get to
me and I just had to push
forward and keep going.”

Boutwell has always
had a knack for golfing
and doing it very well.
However, in his opinion,
his game has progressed
tremendously over the
past two or three years
and he credits those
years of development for
getting him to where he
is today.

“Really just the last two
to three years I’ve picked
up quite a bit of distance
hitting off the tee.  I’m hit-
ting the ball 20 to 30
yards further than I was
two summers ago and

See ʻTITLE,  ̓on page 14
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over right after her has definitely made this a smooth transition.”
When the UNA softball team made that championship run in 2016, Whitfield

was an integral part of it as she drove in a key run in game two of the cham-
pionship matchup against Humboldt State.  After her time as a standout at
UNA, Whitfield then became the head coach of the Shoals Christian softball
program, where she has been for the past three years.

As she began the process of transitioning from private to public education,
Whitfield says that while other schools had her attention, Tharptown was the
place she knew she needed to be.

“I just felt like it was the right time to make the transition from private to pub-
lic education for my career.  I visited a few other schools during the summer
and nothing else really felt like the right fit for me until I came to Tharptown,”
Whitfield said.  “It really just felt like a place where I was welcomed and it was
just a place that I really wanted to be at.”

One of the things that comes with winning a national title at such a high
level of competition, is the mindset that winning championships is the ulti-
mate goal.  And that mindset is something that Whitfield is hoping to instill
even further in the Wildcat program.

“I just think that the championship mindset is somewhat instilled in us for-
mer players and we just want to achieve the best things that we possibly can
in everything that we do and that’s what I want to teach our girls and show
them,” Whitfield said.  “I want to show them that whether it’s on the field or in
the classroom, you have to give it your all every single day because you
never know when your last chance will be.”

Whitfield has high expectations for a Wildcat program that, like the rest of
the softball programs across the state, didn’t have an opportunity to chase
that elusive title last season due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the season
being cancelled.  

Once the Lady Wildcats are able to step back on the field under Whitfield’s
leadership for the first time, Carmen is hopeful that her squad will give max
effort in pursuit of the school’s first state title.

“I have very high expectations this year.  I hope they just give it their all
everytime they step foot on the field.  When they do step foot on the field,
softball is the only thing on their mind and everything else gets left at the
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gate,” Whitfield said.  “All I ask is that they give it their all and hope that we
can make some strides to get to where we need to be to be successful.”

Only being hired last week means that while Whitfield hasn’t had the
chance to connect with most, if any, of her players yet, she still has high
expectations in her first year as the Wildcat head coach.

“I want to really play well in our area.  First place in the area of course is
the number one goal but at least we want to finish top two.  I want us to com-
pete and play a tough schedule so that we can see what we’re up against,”
Whitfield said.  “Our schedule for next season looks like it’s going to be tough
and we’re just going to go out there and compete and try to improve every
single day.”

I’m also in much more control over my drive as well,” Boutwell said.  “I
know what the ball is going to do off the tee.  I don’t have to get up there
and worry about it going offline or anything.  I know where it’s going as
soon as it leaves the tee.”

For the time being, Boutwell still has one more year as a Golden Tiger to
try and bring home that state title he’s been dreaming about for years.  But
once his time donning the gold and black is over and gone, Boutwell has
plenty of options available for the next step in his golfing career.

“I’m definitely going to try and continue my golfing career once I graduate.
I haven’t fully decided yet as to what I wanted to do or how I want to go about
doing it,” Boutwell said. “But I do know that there is absolutely more golf in
my future.”
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