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KUDOS of the MONTH: Happy Hands Education Center

The Happy Hands Education 
Center has reached out for many 
years to families with children 
who have hearing loss, impair-
ments and communication 
disorders. The goal of the 
center is to empower chil-
dren through education, 
confidence and the ability to 
achieve anything imaginable. 

It is the only resource in the 
state for a full time and year-round special-
ized education for children six and under.

Happy Hands was founded by Al Proo in 
1994.  Proo has served the deaf community 
for over 30 years as a pastor and interpreter.  
He says, “The Happy Hands story has grown 
from one borrowed room in 1994 serving 

five children to achieving 
accreditation, awards, and 

accomplishments.”  
He adds, “We have served over 500 children 

who are being successful in life, with many 
students successful in higher education and 
advanced training. 

Happy Hands is located at 8801 S. Garnett 
Rd. in Broken Arrow.  It is a fully accred-
ited, licensed, audited and award-winning 

program.  Happy Hands partners with many 
institutions of higher education, therapy agen-
cies and research institutions to intern future 
professionals and integrate the most current 
scientific methods into its programs.  

For more information about Happy Hands, 
visit www.happyhands.org.

Union Area Neighbors Entertained with
Live Music While Keeping Social Distance

By JOSH TRIMMER
Contributing Writer

The year 2020 will certainly 
have its unavoidable memories.  
If history repeats one fact, it’s 
that people have found their way 
through the COVID situation and, 
in the process, they have strived 
for normalcy when and where it is 
available. 

With restricted capacities or 
completely shut-down venues, 
live music shows as we knew and 
loved them came to an abrupt stop.  
But leave that to many creative 
and talented souls to ponder alter-
native ideas and the music started 
finding ways to get out like it has 
during so many other worldwide 
crises of the past. 

Television has accomplished 
acceptable methods to safely con-
tinue to broadcast with help from 
the latest technology and much is 
being learned that will reshape fu-
ture productions.  Live music has 
done what it can to find possible 
safe methods to perform, though 
very scaled down.  One such ex-
ample are driveway or yard con-
certs utilizing small groups and 
audiences all socially distanced 
and outdoors.

This summer a certain driveway 
show occurred in Tulsa’s Minshall 
Park neighborhood that was done 
barely above the secrecy level.  
Only close-by neighbors on the 
street on which it occurred were 
informed about the event along 
with guidelines for social dis-
tancing.  As it went into the night, 
others in the area came and joined 
in fun, complying with the guide-
lines as well.

The generating purpose of the 
show started as a “Farewell to Tul-
sa” show for lifetime Tulsan Tina 
Terry, who left the next morning 

to move to Los Angeles to pur-
sue new career adventures there.  
Terry, who attended Union High 
School and The University of Tul-
sa, had grown up in the family en-
tertainment business before work-
ing within the Hilton Hospitality 
group, most recently as director 
of events and catering at the Tulsa 
Club Hotel.  

Terry was joined for the show by 
her duo partner Michael Bluestein.  
Together they perform as the duo 
Tina Blue. Bluestein has been the 
keyboardist for the band Foreign-
er for more than 12 years and, if 
not for the pandemic, would have 
been in Europe on tour.  

Europe’s loss was the neighbor-
hood’s gain. Bluestein flew in that 
evening from L.A. and immedi-
ately took “the stage” with Terry 
to deliver both original and cover 
tunes.  

Rendering beautiful vocal har-
monies and Bluestein on guitar, 
the show was on.  Having an artist 
who has performed on the grand-
est stages of the world and before 
tens of thousands of people pro-
vided extra excitement to this al-
most surreal setting.

The attendees prepared them-
selves well with food and drink, 
much in the spirit of a good tail-
gate. They then settled back to 
watch the show.

The weather provided a “Cham-
ber of Commerce” style night 
for a wonderful celebration and 
great escape for people from their 
homes and cares.  All it took was 
willing artists, audience and a 
small sound system.  

Similar events like this have 
popped up in many places and that 
should encourage citizens to go 
outside each night and listen to see 
if entertainment is happening near 
their neighborhoods.  Although 

this particular show didn’t include 
tipping, for many musicians this 
is providing a way to make a lit-
tle money while all their standard 
work has been canceled.  The 
small audiences have shown their 
appreciation with a number of art-
ists reporting making more money 
doing shows like this than at clubs 
and casinos. 

Above all, players want to play 
and people want to be entertained 
– a winning combination for any 
neighborhood.

The Tina Blue Duo left the next 
morning.   They arrived L.A. in 
the midst of street protests and 
a soon to be surging virus issue.  
They are adjusting and using 
the time to record in Bluestein’s 
home studio and also producing 
music videos. 

For information on how to see 
live on-line shows and their soon 
to be released music video, follow 
them on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/tinabluela and on Insta-
gram at tinabluela.  

Fun Times for All While 
Listening to Talented Duo

GTR Media Group photos 

TINA BLUE DUO:  Michael Bluestein of the nationally known band 
Foreigner and Union High School graduate Tina Terry entertained Min-
shall Park neighborhood residents in Tulsa this summer.  The two have 
joined to form the Tina Blue Duo.

MUSICAL DISTANCING:  Residents in this Minshall Park neighborhood 
keep their distance as they listen to the cool sounds of Michael Bluestein 
and Tina Terry.  The event was held before the Tulsa mask requirement.
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John Hope Franklin Reconciliation Park Named 
An African American Civil Rights Network Site

At the direction of President 
Donald J. Trump, U.S. Secre-
tary of the Interior David L. 
Bernhardt has designated the 
John Hope Franklin Reconcilia-
tion Park as an official member 
of the African American Civil 
Rights Network (AACRN), for-
mally recognizing the historical 
and national significance of the 
tragic Tulsa Race Massacre of 
1921 and Dr. John Hope Frank-
lin’s work to advance the African 
American civil rights movement.

The African American Civil 
Rights Network Act, signed into 
law by President Trump in Janu-
ary 2018, authorizes the National 
Park Service to coordinate and 
facilitate federal and non-federal 
activities to commemorate, hon-
or, and interpret the history of the 
African American Civil Rights 
movement; the significance of the 
civil rights movement as a crucial 
element in the evolution of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964; and the 
relevance of the African Amer-
ican Civil Rights movement in 
fostering the spirit of social jus-
tice and national reconciliation.

“At the direction of President 
Trump, it is my honor to desig-
nate the John Hope Franklin Rec-
onciliation Park as the 29th addi-
tion to the African American Civil 
Rights Network,” said Secretary 
Bernhardt.

“My father, historian John 
Hope Franklin, Chairman of the 
National Park Service Advisory 
Board from 1999-2001, would 
be pleased that the National Park 
Service is adding Greenwood’s 
story to the African American 
Civil Rights Network,” said Dr. 
John W. Franklin. “His father, my 
grandfather, Attorney Buck Coil-
bert Franklin, survived the 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre and assisted 
his neighbors in rebuilding their 
devastated community.”

“John Hope Franklin Reconcil-
iation Park is much more than a 
quiet place to visit and reflect. It 
serves as a challenge to people 
of all places and races to come 
together in the spirit of dialogue, 
understanding, and reconcilia-
tion,” said U.S. Senator James 

Lankford. “Tulsa has seen the 
worst of racial hatred, but as we 
approach the 100th anniversary 
of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, 
this park will help us show Amer-
ica the best of humanity by help-
ing people overcome division and 
move forward in racial harmony. 
President Trump has ensured na-
tional recognition of this import-
ant part of Tulsa’s history, and we 
are grateful that he has designat-
ed this site as part of the African 
American Civil Rights Network.”

“By recognizing the John Hope 
Franklin Reconciliation Park, 
President Trump is shining a 
light on one of the most moving, 
unique memorials in the United 
States,” said U.S. Senator Jim In-
hofe. “As is in its name, the park 
emphasizes the importance of 
reconciliation to promote healing 
in our community. It is a living 
monument in the spirit of John 
Hope Franklin, regularly hosting 
events, conversations and educa-
tional opportunities to promote 
engagement and a positive, bright 
future for Tulsa, Oklahoma and 
the Nation.”

“I am very thankful to see the 
Trump Administration recognize 
the John Hope Franklin Reconcil-
iation Park in Tulsa for what it is, 

a bastion of history that needs to 
be preserved and supported,” said 
U.S. Representative Kevin Hern 
(OK). “I appreciate Senator 
Lankford’s leadership on this is-
sue, and I was glad to support the 
President’s decision to designate 
this park as a valuable contribu-
tion to the African American Civ-
il Rights Network. Now is a time 
for unity, a time for hope, a time 
for reconciliation in our country. 
This designation is a significant 
step forward for not only my 
community, but for the Nation at 
large as we strive together for a 
more perfect union.”

“Designating this site as an of-
ficial African American Civil 
Rights Network will help ensure 
Americans are and remain aware 
of the tragic violence that oc-
curred 99 years ago in Tulsa,”said 
Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt. 
“This is a great step forward as we 
move toward a place of reconcil-
iation and inspire generations to 
work together to fight injustice.”

“Tulsa’s John Hope Franklin 
Reconciliation Park will serve 
as the first Oklahoma site to join 
the federal register as an official 
African American Civil Rights 
Network (AACRN), joining other 
historic sites in the country such as 

the Selma Highway and the birth-
place of Martin Luther King Jr., 
which leave a significant and his-
toric legacy in our country’s histo-
ry,” said Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum. 
“As we approach the centennial of 
the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, 
this site will continue to serve as a 
national platform for Tulsans and 
others to learn from our past as we 
work toward healing and justice 
for the Tulsa community.”

The Tulsa Massacre began May 
31, 1921 and culminated in two 
consecutive days of widespread 
violence and devastation against 
the Black community in Tulsa’s 
Greenwood neighborhood, one of 
the wealthiest Black communities 
in the nation at the time, leaving 
many residents dead or impris-
oned, and homes, churches, and 
businesses destroyed.

Distinguished historian, edu-
cator, and civil rights advocate 
Dr. John Hope Franklin, the son 
of a Tulsa Massacre survivor, 
irrevocably transformed our un-
derstanding of American history 
through his scholarship and activ-
ism, while advancing the cause of 
the African American civil rights 
movement during the twentieth 
century. Dr. Franklin served as 
the chairman of the National Park 

Service Advisory Board from 
1999-2001.

The park features Hope Plaza and 
the Tower of Reconciliation, me-
morializing the history of African 
Americans in Oklahoma, includ-
ing the lives lost at the 1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre, with the goal of 
transforming years of racial divi-
sion into a hopeful future of rec-
onciliation and cooperation for 
Tulsa and the Nation. John Hope 
Franklin Reconciliation Park is a 
public-private partnership, owned 
by The City of Tulsa and managed 
by the John Hope Franklin Center 
for Reconciliation, Inc.

The African American Civil 
Rights Network includes sites, 
facilities, and programs that com-
memorate, honor, and interpret the 
significant struggle for civil rights 
in the United States. With the Tul-
sa addition, there are currently 29 
resources in the AACRN, 18 of 
which are administered by the 
National Park Service, including 
Martin Luther King Jr. National 
Historical Park, Mary McLeod 
Bethune Council House National 
Historic Site, Port Chicago Naval 
Magazine National Memorial, 
Pullman National Monument, and 
Selma to Montgomery National 
Historic Trail.

TOWER OF RECONCILIA-
TION:  The Tower of Reconcilia-
tion is highlighted in the center of 
the John Hope Franklin Reconcili-
ation Park, which is located at 321 
N. Detroit Ave. in downtown Tulsa.  

HOPE PLAZA:  The John Hope Franklin Reconciliation Park houses Hope Plaza, which features statues of 
Hope, Humiliation and Hostility.

Memorial to 
Lives Lost in 

1921 Massacre 
Is 29th Addition 

to AACRN

G
TR

 M
ed

ia
 G

ro
up

 p
ho

to
s

http://radioidl.com


 August 2018 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 21

  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

The Parent Child Center of Tul-
sa is considered a leader among 
Tulsa area nonprofits in the areas 
of best practice, quality improve-
ment and outcome evaluation.

Its vision is that every parent has 
the knowledge and skills to pro-
tect, nurture and provide for their 
own child.

The work of The Parent Child 
Center of Tulsa began in 1972. 
The current agency structure was 
officially incorporated on May 1, 
1990, merging two smaller Unit-
ed Way agencies: Child Abuse 
Prevention Services and At Risk 
Parent Child Program.

When Colorado pediatrician C. 
Henry Kempe, M.D., first coined 
the phrase “battered child syn-
drome” in the mid-1960’s, medi-
cal professionals across the coun-
try and around the world took 
notice.

In 1972, nurses and physicians 
at Tulsa’s Saint Francis Hospital 
responded to needs in the com-
munity surrounding child mal-
treatment by founding a Tulsa 
chapter of Parents Anonymous, 
a self-help group for parents. In 
May 1981, that organization was 
granted 501(c)(3) status and oper-
ated under the auspices of the Alli-
ance to the Tulsa County Medical 
Society. In 1984, the organization 
received United Way funding. It 
was renamed Child Abuse Pre-
vention Services (CAPS) in 1987.

In 1974, the At Risk Parent 
Child Program began at Hillcrest 
Medical Center when medical 
personnel noticed the need for 
programming surrounding child 
maltreatment. Pediatrician Don-
ald Pfeiffer, M.D., and Cathy 
Ayoub, R.N., established one of 
the nation’s first “SCAN teams” 
to screen families of newborns 
for risk of abuse and neglect. 
They designed a home visiting 
program called “At Risk Parent 
Child Program” to offer parenting 
education.

To better serve clients and meet 
the needs of the community by 
offering similar child abuse and 
neglect prevention services under 
one roof, the boards of directors 
of Child Abuse Prevention Ser-
vices and At Risk Parent Child 
Program worked for two years, 
at the urging of the United Way, 
toward a merger which became 
final in 1990.

In 1997, The Parent Child Cen-
ter of Tulsa completed a $3.2 mil-
lion capital/endowment drive and 
moved into its current location at 
1421 S. Boston Ave. in Tulsa.

In 2006, Desiree Doherty was 
named executive director, suc-
ceeding Claudette Selph who was 
the founding director from 1990 
to 2006.

From 2006 to 2016, the agency 
grew in size and scope. The agen-
cy provides state of the art child 
abuse prevention programming, 
and has become known for inno-
vation in the area of infant mental 
health. The agency has become 
a leader working to change local 
court and child welfare systems 

to improve outcomes and pre-
vent future court involvement in 
the lives of very young children 
through the community collab-
orative effort of the Safe Babies 
Court Team.

In February 2008, the agency 
received national accreditation 
through the Council on Accred-
itation, and was re-accredited in 
February 2012.

On January 2, 2018, The Parent 
Child Center of Tulsa’s Board of 
Directors and its staff welcomed 
Regina Moon as the agency’s new 
President and CEO. Moon’s re-
sume includes more than 20 years 
of executive-level experience in 
strategic planning, operations, ad-
ministration, revenue-generation, 
communications and marketing 

experience in the media and non-
profit sectors.

According to PCCT, “We build 
Pathways of Hope for our clients 
so that they may meet their goals. 
We understand that families strug-
gle with a variety of obstacles and 
unexpected life events and we are 
here to help!”

Core Values and Beliefs
Children: All children are in-

dividuals who deserve to be 
loved, nurtured, and protected. 
Family: Children belong with their 
family whenever safely possible. 
Humanity: People can change for the 
better when given the opportunity. 
Compassion: Compassion is key 
to understanding the struggles 
families face.
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The Parent and Child Center of Tulsa
Builds Pathways of Hope for Families

Courtesy photo

INFLUENTIAL VISITORS:  The Parent and Child Center of Tulsa 
recently hosted Congressman Kevin Hern and his wife Tammy for a 
tour of the agency located at 1421 S. Boston Ave. in Tulsa.  From left 
are PCCT board of directors member Fred Perry and board Chair Mel-
lonie Lawless.  

http://www.misshelens.com
http://www.ludgerscatering.com
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On June 8, Tulsa County had 15 
COVID-19 patients in area hospi-
tals. By July 8, Tulsa County had 
more than 100. 

For that reason, 
Dr. Bruce Dart of 
the Tulsa Health 
Department made 
the recommen-
dation to me that 
masks be manda-
tory to help com-
bat the spread 
of COVID-19 
in Tulsa. So on 
July 10, the city 
legal and health 
departments and 
I started working 
on a mandatory 
ordinance to send 
to the Tulsa City 
Council. On July 
16, the council 
passed an amend-
ed version of that 
ordinance, which 
I signed the next 
day. 

Masks are now 
required for any-
one entering places of business, 
other indoor facilities, and in sit-
uations where a physical distance 
of six feet cannot be followed.  

As we have said from the be-
ginning of this pandemic, masks 
aren’t meant to protect the wear-
er, rather to protect others from 

the wearer’s respiratory droplets 
from when they talk, cough and 
sneeze. We did this because we 

want to make 
sure our health-
care system can 
handle the po-
tential influx of 
COVID-19 pa-
tients. No one 
in Tulsa should 
have to fore-
go care because 
we simply don’t 
have enough beds 
for them. 

With that said, 
there are exemp-
tions to the mask 
ordinance. For 
one, those under 
the age of 18 ar-
en’t legally re-
quired to wear a 
mask when they 
are out in public. 

Other exemp-
tions include: 

Those who fall 
into the CDC’s 
guidance for 

those who should not wear face 
coverings due to a medical or 
mental health condition or devel-
opmental disability.

Those who are eating or drink-
ing.

Those who are exercising in 
communal outdoor spaces, or 

persons walking or exercising 
with other persons from the same 
household in communal outdoor 
spaces, as long as physical dis-

tancing is maintained – those who 
are congregating in communal 
outdoor spaces with other persons 
not in their same household are 

required to wear face coverings 
when physical distancing is not 
maintained.

Those in settings where it is not 
practical or feasible to wear a face 
covering, such as dental services, 
medical treatments or while 
swimming.

Occupants in a personal vehi-
cle, personal office, or similarly 
private space while other persons 
outside of the person’s household 
are not present.

Those in their private homes. 
Those in offices and workplac-

es that are not public service 
areas where physical distancing 
between employees and other 
occupants can be consistently 
maintained during hours of op-
eration.

The ordinance will expire on 
Nov. 30, when the expiration of 
all of my Civil Emergency Orders 
related to COVID-19 expire, or 
when City Council repeals, mod-
ifies or extends this ordinance, 
whichever comes sooner. 

Please continue to wash your 
hands, keep your distance and 
mind the Serious Seven, which 
is guidance related to hotspots 
where the virus can transmit more 
easily. These places, which you 
should either avoid or ensure 
masks are being worn, include 
restaurants, bars, gyms, faith-
based venues, daycares, weddings 
and funerals. 

For more information about 
masks in Tulsa and to find a few 
posters and flyers that your busi-
ness can use to put in your win-
dows and on your doors if you 
choose, visit cityoftulsa.org/
masks. 

The test excavation to uncover 
potential mass graves from the 
1921 Tulsa Race Massacre within 
the Sexton area at Oaklawn Ceme-
tery concluded July 22.

Following eight days of search-
ing, findings indicate no evidence 
of human remains are present in 
the excavation area.

“I want to thank the research 

team for their expertise and work 
the past eight days as they ex-
hausted all options to reach their 
conclusive assessment for this par-
ticular anomaly found in Oaklawn 
Cemetery,” Mayor G.T. Bynum 
said. “This initial test excavation 
was the first of many efforts to find 
Tulsa Race Massacre victims and 
this is just the beginning of our 
work to bring healing and justice 
to the families. We remain com-
mitted to find out what happened 
to our fellow Tulsans in 1921.”

Multiple sites of interest re-
main and are still candidates for 
possible mass graves related to 
the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre.  
For the most up-to-date infor-
mation on the search for pos-
sible mass graves, visit www.
cityoftulsa.org/1921graves and 
follow 1921 Graves on Facebook, 
@1921Graves.
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From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

Together we’re keeping focused on what matters most—living healthy lives. 
Many are facing challenges and we want to help you renew. Find out about:

• Payment assistance options to help you keep your account current
• No-fee* credit card bill payment offer

Learn more at PSOklahoma.com or call at 1.888.716.1368

RENEWING
TOGETHER

*No-fee credit card bill pay offer valid through 6/30/2020. See website for details.

1921 Graves Test Excavation at Oaklawn Complete

GTR Media Group photo

MEDIA BRIEFING:  A media briefing was held at the Tulsa Fire Muse-
um before the excavation at Oaklawn Cemetery.  From left are Scott Ells-
worth, historian and professor of African American and African Studies 
at the University of Michigan, Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum, and Kary Stack-
elbeck, state archeologist for the State of Oklahoma.

Masks Now Required in the City of Tulsa  
Mandatory Ordinance Applies to

 Indoor Facilities and Situations Which 
Don’t Allow for Physical Distancing 

GTR Media Group photo

LEADING THE WAY:  The Golden Driller at Expo Square displays 
his support of the mask ordinance in Tulsa.

http://psoklahoma.com
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The effects of the COVID 19 pub-
lic health emergency have touched 
everyone’s lives 
in one way or an-
other.  Much of 
the attention has 
been on how the 
pandemic has im-
pacted our econ-
omy, government 
services, schools 
and health care 
systems.  But one 
of the most dev-
astating impacts 
as been on hous-
ing. 

When the local 
unemployment 
rate jumped from 
3 percent to near-
ly 15 percent in a 
very short time, 
many who live 
paycheck to pay-
check suddenly 
found themselves 
out of work and 
unable to make 
rent and utility 
payments. This occurred for ten-
ants in both public housing as well 
as with private owners of apart-

ment complexes. 
 In a typical year, the Tulsa 

District Court will 
see 1,000 eviction 
cases filed per 
month. That alone 
gives Tulsa Coun-
ty the 11th highest 
eviction rate in the 
country.  Unfor-
tunately, with the 
COVID 19 pan-
demic those num-
bers are expected 
to skyrocket very 
soon. 

 To address the 
expected rise of 
evictions due to 
the increase in 
unemployment, 
Congress man-
dated an evic-
tion moratorium 
from March until 
August.  While 
this temporarily 
stopped the num-
ber of evictions, 
community lead-

ers foresee a tsunami of evictions 
beginning in August for those who 
will be several months behind on 

their rent payments and may still 
be unemployed or if working, un-
able to catch up. 

To give governments time to 
provide temporary relief, several 
philanthropic leaders and the Unit-
ed Way stepped up to help with 
rent payments for those in arrears 
through May. 

To address the rental assistance/
eviction crisis expected over the 
next six months, the Tulsa Housing 
Authority (THA) applied to Tulsa 
County for a grant of $15 million 
of CARES funding.  THA propos-
es working in concert with other 
community and philanthropic or-
ganizations to identify those rent-
ers that are on the verge of eviction 
and possibly homelessness.

In an attempt to be proactive and 
to keep the current system from 
being overwhelmed, Tulsa County 
convened a group of communi-
ty leaders experienced in dealing 
with this issue to design a rental 
assistance plan that will do the 
most good for the most renters.

This group included represen-
tatives from the landlord/prop-
erty owner sector, philanthropic 
foundations, THA, United Way, 
the City of Tulsa and Restore 

Hope. After thoroughly examin-
ing the issue, it was the group’s 
recommendation that Tulsa Coun-
ty move quickly to provide the 
funds necessary for the THA to 
put in place the administrative 
and operational structure for what 
is expected to be thousands of re-
quests for housing assistance by 
Labor Day. 

In addition to rental assistance, 
there are also many renters and 
homeowners who, due to COVID 
19 impacts on their income, have 

fallen behind with their water, 
electric and gas utility bills. Tulsa 
County will continue to work with 
this leadership team to determine 
how we might help in this area as 
well.  

As with our previously an-
nounced program to help small 
businesses and non-profit agen-
cies through this pandemic, Tulsa 
County is committed to helping 
those individuals and families ba-
sic need for housing is being threat-
ened by the pandemic. 

Members of the greater Tulsa 
community showed their support 
at LaFortune Park July 8 for two 
Tulsa police officers who were 
shot while on duty at an early 
morning traffic stop. The shooting 
victims were Sgt. Craig Johnson 
and Officer Aurash Zarkeshan.  
Sgt. Johnson was killed at the 
scene, while Officer Zarkeshan is 
recovering. 

The show of support at LaFor-
tune Park reportedly raised over 
$515,000 for the families of the 
officers.  
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

Tulsa Police Officers Saluted
By Greater Tulsa Community

GTR Media Group photos

REMEMBERING HEROES:  This banner hangs at LaFortune Park 
in honor of the Tulsa policemen who were shot in the line of duty.  Ap-
preciative citizens drove into the parking lot in the background to donate 
funds for the families of the officers.

Tulsa County Stays Committed to Helping
Residents During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

RENTAL ASSISTANCE:  
Governor Kevin Stitt an-
nounced a rental assistance 
program and a grant program 
for Oklahoma small businesses 
in June at Restore Hope Minis-
tries, located in Tulsa at 2960 
Charles Page Blvd. 

The Rental Assistance Reim-
bursement Fund will partner 
with community organizations 
to provide up to $3,600 in as-
sistance to individuals or fami-
lies affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

 The Oklahoma Business Relief 
Program will be Oklahoma’s ver-
sion of the federal government’s 
Paycheck Protection Program 

with several different features.
$100 million in grant funding 

will be available through the 
CARES FORWARD Coronavi-
rus Relief Fund in two separate 
$50 million phases, with $10 
million set aside in each phase 
for minority-owned businesses.

Speakers at the event in ad-
dition to Governor Stitt were 
Secretary of Commerce and 
Workforce Development Sean 
Kouplen; David Castillo, Okla-
homa City Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce CEO and chair 
of the Governor’s Minority 
Business Council; and Rev. Jeff 
Jaynes, Restore Hope Minis-
tries executive director.

GTR Media Group photo

SUPPORTING THE POLICE:  These supporters of the Tulsa Police 
Department display their signs at LaFortune Park along Yale Avenue. 

http://www.aircoservice.com
http://www.thebistroatseville.com
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I’ve been singing the praises of 
live entertainment in this column 
for a while now. What happens to 
that live experience when venues 
are shuttered, and audience gath-
erings are aligned with COVID-
19’s “Serious Seven?” What do 
the months ahead offer to quell our 
doomscrolling and bring us back to 
life?

New York theaters have dimmed 
their lights until Jan. 
2021. Theatrical 
unions, govern-
ment officials and 
health experts all 
have to concur on 
the health-safety 
behind and in front 
of the curtain be-
fore a show can 
open. When Broad-
way was suspend-
ed in March 2020, 
31 Broadway 
productions were 
running, includ-
ing eight shows in 
previews. Another 
eight were plan-
ning to open last 
spring. Think of all 
the lives currently 
on hold in the en-
tertainment sector 
and in all the feed-
er industries. Japan and Korea have 
successfully restarted Broadway 
performances with “Mama Mia” 
in Yokohama and “The Phantom 
of the Opera” in Seoul. London’s 
West End will raise its curtains be-
ginning Sept. 7. American theaters 
will be watching and learning. 

Touring Broadway is especially 

difficult to postpone and reinte-
grate when you consider the many 
moving parts that have to mesh to 
make a production possible during 
a lockdown. To remount its season 
of shows, Tulsa’s family-owned 
Celebrity Attractions worked with 
a myriad of Broadway presenters 
who had to shuffle schedules, tour 
routing and dates that would co-
incide with open slots at the PAC. 

Keep in mind that 
not every show 
tours every year. 
The good news 
is that Disney’s 
“Frozen,” Roald 
Dahl’s “Charlie 
and the Chocolate 
Factory,” “Come 
From Away” and 
“Anastasia” will 
be rescheduled 
for 2021. Added 
shows for Ce-
lebrity’s 2021-22 
season are “Jim-
my Buffett’s Es-
cape to Margar-
itaville” and the 
Tony Award-win-
ning “Ain’t Too 
Proud – The Life 
and Times of The 
Tempta t ions .” 
The latter will 

replace the previously scheduled 
“Mean Girls,” which will appear on 
Celebrity’s 2021-22 Broadway sea-
son. Disney’s “The Lion King” will 
be moved to a future season. The 
first Celebrity Attractions’ show on 
tap will be Roald Dahl’s “Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory,” March 
2-7, 2021. Detailed information is 
available at celebrityattractions.
com.

Tulsa Town Hall announced that 
it plans to “take an intermission” 
in 2020-21. Town Hall will move 
its current lineup of speakers to the 
following season. Subscribers have 
the option to roll their subscription 
over to 2021-22, receive a refund, 
or have their current subscription 
become a donation. 

Town Hall is one of several orga-
nizations that have offered virtual 
engagement through their website, 
Facebook or YouTube. Tulsa Sym-
phony is currently presenting “Mu-
sician Moment” featuring its play-
ers on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
at 10 a.m. TSO’s “Symphony in the 
Park” will take place Sept. 4 on the 
Guthrie Green. 

“Tulsa Opera at Home — Stay-
ing Alive” is an online series fea-
turing performers who sing opera, 
popular music, musical theatre and 
more. You can be entertained by 
their performances at tulsaopera.
com. Tobias Picker’s “Emmeline,” 
that would have played at the PAC 
in May 2020, will be rescheduled 

for the 2021-22 season. The Op-
era’s “Rigoletto” is slated for Oct. 
9 and Oct. 11, 2020.

Both Chamber Music Tulsa and 
Tulsa Ballet have offered virtual 
events over the summer months. I 
regretted that CMT’s Miró Quartet 
concerts and Tulsa Ballet’s “Ven-
detta, A Mafia Story” had to be 
postponed last spring. Tulsa Ballet 
moved their “Vendetta” American 
premiere to Oct. 20 through Nov. 
1 at the Tulsa PAC. Other dates for 
CMT and Ballet events are listed 
on their websites.

Also providing virtual entertain-
ment is the new Blackjack Rewrite 
Company, a band of artists who are 
presenting staged readings via live 
sharing on Facebook. Like them 
on Facebook and look for their up-
coming presentations.

The Tulsa theatre scene will be al-
tered in the coming months by the 
absence of Theatre Tulsa perfor-
mances. I can’t imagine the frustra-
tions caused by acquiring costumes 
and sets and a cast months ahead, 
rehearsing and publicizing only to 
have to rein it all in, reschedule and 
have to postpone again or ultimate-
ly cancel. American Theatre Com-
pany had “The Humans” all set to 
go last spring.  I hope we can see 
it at some point. In many instances, 
the timing for the re-opening of the 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center plays 
heavily into plans, and that date 
depends on several unknowns. In a 
letter to attendees, CEO Mark Frie 
emphasized that the facility would 
be operational before 2021.

Tulsa-area casinos, while not 
having to follow City of Tulsa or-
dinances related to COVID, are 
playing it safe when it comes to 
social distancing. The Hard Rock 
is requiring masks and temperature 
checks before entering. Masks also 
are required at the River Spirit Ca-
sino and Resort. Most theatre enter-
tainment has been put on hold, but 
tickets to Boyz II Men at the River 
Spirit in October are on sale now.

Large arenas popping with par-
ty-happy audiences are, of course, 
a risky situation during a pandemic. 
The BOK Center has postponed its 
scheduled July and August events. 
KISS was supposed to play there 
last spring and is now slated for 
Oct. 4. For that show and other 
events, we can remain hopeful that 
community health trends go in our 
favor and medical science comes to 
the rescue soon.

I miss hearing live jazz. If you 
are up to restaurant dining, please 
support restaurants who hire jazz 
musicians, such as the Polo Grill, 
Bull in the Alley, the Chalkboard 

and the Bistro at Seville. The Okla-
homa Jazz Hall of Fame continues 
Eicher Wednesdays. Tickets are 
required in advance to help ensure 
social distancing. 

In this most tenuous time for live 
entertainment, I close with words 
from Tulsa Ballet’s Executive Di-
rector Marcello Angelini to that or-
ganization’s ticket buyers and sup-
porters: “This crisis will define who 
we are as people, organizations, 
local communities and as a global 
society. We will be back stronger, 
more focused, more creative, more 
entertaining and more alive than 
ever!”
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VARIETY

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Downtown

$25 AVEDA GIFT WHEN YOU BUY $150 IN GIFT CARDS

TULSA BALLET: The Amer-
ican premiere of Tulsa Ballet’s 
“Vendetta” has been rescheduled 
to Oct. 29 – Nov. 1 at the Tulsa 
PAC.

TOWN HALL: The 2020-21 
Tulsa Town Hall season, featuring 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. in the line-
up, will be moved in its entirety to 
2021-22.

Photo by Matthew Murphy

THE TEMPTATIONS: “Ain’t Too Proud–The Life and Times of The 
Temptations” will replace “Mean Girls” on Celebrity Attractions’ 2020-
21 season. 

Courtesy photo

CHAMBER MUSIC: The illustrious Brentano String Quartet is set to 
open Chamber Music Tulsa’s upcoming season. 

TULSA OPERA: Sarah Coburn 
stars in Tulsa Opera’s production 
of “Rigoletto,” slated for October.

When Will Local Live Entertainment Return?

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide
866-269-1033

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/tulsa
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     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up of  
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dedicated to making publishing 
dreams come true. Trusted by  
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Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.
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http://www.cartridge-smart.com
http://www.dorranceinfo.com/tulsa
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It was just over a year ago that 
we celebrated the news that Jamie 
Oldaker was can-
cer free and pre-
paring to reunite 
with his friend 
and former band 
mate Eric Clap-
ton, with whom 
he recorded 11 
studio albums 
in the 1970s and 
80s. That reunion 
took place last 
September at the 
Crossroads Festi-
val in Dallas, as 
Clapton’s favor-
ite drummer pro-
vided the mellow 
grooves that first 
appeared on the 
1974 album 461 
Ocean Boule-
vard.

A critic in 1974 
referred to those 
mellow grooves, 
a departure from 
Clapton’s gui-
tar-heavy hits of the 1960s, as 
“laid back with Leon music.” To-
day, we call it the Tulsa Sound.

To say Oldaker lost his battle 
with cancer is an injustice. The 
term battle implies a fair fight, a 
faceoff. Cancer doesn’t face its 
victims and it certainly doesn’t 
fight fairly. Cancer is a cowardly 
sniper that hides and ambushes.

To say he fought courageously 
is an understatement. He under-

went four rounds of chemother-
apy and 25 rounds of radiation, 

losing his hair 
and 10 pounds as 
he fought off the 
lung cancer. 

He was declared 
cancer free in 
2019 and became 
both an inspira-
tion to those un-
dergoing cancer 
treatment, and 
an advocate for 
screening and 
early detection. 
American Air-
lines featured 
his name on the 
side of an Airbus 
A320, along with 
the names and in-
spirational stories 
of other cancer 
survivors as part 
of a promotion for 
Stand Up To Can-
cer Awareness.

No, the 68-year-
old Tulsa Sound 

pioneer didn’t lose a battle. On 
the contrary, Oldaker stood up to 
cancer, stared it down and forced 
it into remission. But cancer did 
what cancer does: it retreated back 
into the shadows, waiting for its 
next chance to blindside its victim.

Jamie Oldaker passed away on 
July 16.

The next day, Clapton said of his 
friend in a Facebook post, “He was 
a great teacher with the best snare 

drum sound on the planet.”
I was in attendance on Dec. 28, 

2019 when Oldaker joined a local 
ensemble of musicians for a few 
songs at a concert honoring the 
late Steve Pryor. After thrilling 
the audience with Blind Faith’s 
Can’t Find My Way Home, Olda-
ker made his way off the stage and 
through the crowd. As a journalist, 
I do my best to maintain a level of 
professionalism, but I admit to be-
ing a bit star struck as I happened 
to be in his path and soon found 
myself face to face with the leg-
end. 

Believe it or not, I don’t relish 

these moments. I don’t want to 
come face to face with my heroes. 
It’s an awkward dynamic: it means 
everything to me and nothing to 
them. It’s not that I think my he-
roes are arrogant or snobbish, but 
there’s always the possibility that 
they’re having a bad day, just got 
some bad news, aren’t feeling 
well… any number of reasons why 
meeting and/or chatting with a to-
tal stranger might not excite them. 
I get it. 

At the same time, I couldn’t ig-
nore the fact that one of, and argu-
ably the most influential musician 
to come out of Tulsa was standing 
right in front of me.

I wish I could tell you that I in-
troduced myself and engaged 
him in conversation, efficiently 
articulating how much he means 
to me as both a music lover and 
a civic-minded Tulsan. I wish I 
had expressed my appreciation for 
MOJO Fest and the tens of thou-
sands of dollars he and his wife 
Mary have donated to the Day 
Center for the Homeless in Tulsa. 
I wish I had thanked him for reviv-
ing Eric Clapton’s career, the Mad 
Dogs and Okies album, and for 
being a founding member of the 
Tractors. It would have been nice 
to offer him congratulations on 
his induction into the Oklahoma 
Music Hall of Fame or his recent 
reunion with Clapton.

I didn’t do any of that. Instead, 
all I could muster was to put my 
hand on his shoulder (remember 
when we could touch people?) and 
utter a simple, “thank you.”

He turned and looked me in the 
eyes and responded with an in-
credibly warm smile that assured 
me he was hearing all the things I 
wanted to say. He put his hand on 

my shoulder, gave me a nod and 
continued smiling as he turned and 
disappeared into the crowd.

That was the last time I saw Ja-
mie Oldaker.

Randy Crouch recently told me, 
“Jamie Oldaker is the nicest famous 
person I ever met.” I don’t know if 
the humble Oldaker considers him-
self famous or not, but his career is 
certainly one to be celebrated. He’s 
played with the likes of Leon Rus-
sell, Bob Seger, Stephen Stills, Pe-
ter Frampton, Asleep at the Wheel, 
Ace Frehley, Freddie King, the Bee 
Gees and many others in addition 
to his long-time relationship with 
Clapton. He won two Grammys for 
the Tractors’ debut album that sold 
more than three million copies. But 
there’s more to Oldaker than a star-
filled career. His commitment to 
community involvement and char-
itable stewardship made him a pil-
lar of the Tulsa community. As we 
celebrate the career of a great mu-
sician, we mourn the loss of a great 
Tulsan. We miss you Jamie, and 
since you seemed to understand ev-
erything I was trying to convey last 
time, let me again say, thank you.

Oldaker is survived by his wife, 
Mary, and their children, Andrew 
and Olivia. 

Oldaker’s passing is an imeasur-
able loss to the world of music. 
It  also gives us reason to reflect 
on and be thankful for our vibrant 
musical community in Tulsa. With 
all due respect to Leon Russell and 
J.J. Cale, if not for Jamie Oldaker, 
there would be no Tulsa Sound. 
Fortunately, there was a Jamie Ol-
daker, there is a Tulsa Sound, and 
it’s still going strong. Because of 
that, I will continue, albeit with 
a heavy heart, to keep searching, 
keep listening.
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Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

The Heart of the Tulsa Sound Stops Beating
Jamie Oldaker 1951 – 2020

JAMIE OLDAKER

BAND MATES: Eric Clapton, 
right, posted this photo with his 
friend and drummer Jamie Oldak-
er to his Facebook account.

GTR Media Group photo

PRESS CLUB GATHERING: Enjoying a recent happy hour at the Tulsa Press Club are, from left, 
Jessica Suszczynski, Joe Holeman, Kathryn Anderson, Cris Banks, John Quillian and Chris Ransdell.  
The Tulsa Press Club is located in the Atlas Life Building at 415 S. Boston Ave. in Tulsa.  For information 
about this popular gathering spot, see www.tulsapressclub.org

https://www.facebook.com/thelanetulsa/
https://www.merlenorman.com/homepage
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 OSU Medicine has launched a 
dedicated web page where indi-
viduals can schedule an appoint-
ment online for a COVID-19 test.  

OSU Medicine’s drive-thru test-
ing site went from testing between 
50 to 60 people a day to more than 
200, causing a strain on the call 
center, said Barrett Hunter, direc-
tor of Risk Management and Com-

pliance at OSU Center for Health 
Sciences. 

“Our call center was receiving 
less than 75 calls a day which 
soared to well over 1,200 calls a 
day starting in mid-June,” Hunter 
said. “The online registration will 
alleviate patients waiting on hold 
with our call center. Our goal is to 
speed up the process of scheduling 
testing appointments. While our 
call center will still be available, 
we encourage individuals to take 
advantage of scheduling online.”

OSU Medicine is offering 
COVID-19 testing at a drive-thru 
location in Tulsa on the OSU Cen-
ter for Health Sciences campus at 
1111 W. 17th St., Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

To schedule a COVID-19 test 
online, go to okla.st/schedule-
covid19test. While the online 
scheduling system is the pre-
ferred way to make a COVID-19 
test appointment, those without 
an internet connection can call 
our new hotline number at 918-

281-2750 to make an appoint-
ment.

About Oklahoma State Univer-
sity Center for Health Sciences

Oklahoma State University 
Center for Health Sciences is a 
nationally recognized academic 
health center focused on teaching, 
research and patient care through 
its OSU Medicine clinics located 
throughout the Tulsa metro area.  
OSU Center for Health Sciences 
offers graduate and professional 

degrees through the College of Os-
teopathic Medicine, the School of 
Allied Health, the School of Health 
Care Administration, the School 
of Biomedical Sciences, and the 
School of Forensic Sciences. OSU 
Medicine operates a network of 
clinics offering a multitude of spe-
cialty services including addiction 
medicine, cardiology, family med-
icine, internal medicine, pain man-
agement, pediatrics, psychiatry 
and women’s health. Learn more 
at health.okstate.edu. 
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OSU Medicine Launches Online Scheduling 
Site for COVID-19 Testing on Tulsa Campus

Virtual Zarrow Mental Health Symposium 
Focuses on Healing from Historical Trauma

The premier mental health confer-
ence in the region, the 2020 Zarrow 
Mental Health Symposium — Heal-
ing From Historical Trauma is set 
for three days, Sept. 30-Oct. 2, on-
line-only at zarrowsymposium.org. 

Keynotes and all 54 breakout ses-
sions will be offered virtually to 
maintain safety during COVID-19. 
This is the 26th year for the sym-
posium which consistently draws 
some 800 participants and has been 
held at the COX Business Center in 
Tulsa since 2012.

To register for the virtual sym-
posium, visit zarrowsymposium.
org. Group rates and discounts for 
early registration are available. 
 
About the Symposium

As Tulsa prepares to commemo-
rate the 100-year anniversary of the 
1921 Race Massacre, Mental Health 
Association Oklahoma’s virtual 
Zarrow Mental Health Symposium 

will bring together state, regional 
and national experts to focus on the 
trauma associated with events such 
as the Race Massacre, the Trail of 
Tears, slavery, the Holocaust, and 
the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City.

Mark Davis, Chief Programs Of-
ficer of Mental Health Association 
Oklahoma, said, “This year’s sym-
posium will truly be like no other 
in its long history. Offering it as a 
100-percent virtual conference gives 
us the unique opportunity to reach a 
statewide, national and potentially 
even global audience determined to 
learn about and address the trauma 
associated with these tragedies.

“We must also acknowledge,” 
added Davis, “this global pandem-
ic, along with the events and social 
unrest our nation is currently expe-
riencing, are traumas that will have 
long-term implications and impact 
each of us and our communities in 

different ways as things continue 
to unfold. Poverty, hatred, discrim-
ination and stigma contribute to in-
equities that will influence lives for 
generations.

Davis continued, “We invite ev-
eryone to join us on this journey 
of understanding and restoration as 
we examine and acknowledge our 
own implicit biases and how we can 
promote healing. In doing so, we 
must be willing to have difficult and 
sensitive conversations that tran-
scend beyond blame, inequities and 
shame. We must, instead, focus on 
humanity, community, justice and 
building a resilient future, together.” 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
 
Tim Wise

Tim Wise is among the most 
prominent anti-racist writers and 
educators in the United States. 
He is the author of seven books, 

including his latest, “Under the 
Affluence: Shaming the Poor, 
Praising the Rich and Sacri-
ficing the Future of America.” 
 
Darryl Tonemah, PhD

Dr. Darryl Tonemah (Kiowa/
Comanche/Tuscarora) has sat 
on numerous state and national 
boards addressing disparities in ed-
ucation and health care among the 
Native community. He owns the 
Tonemah Consulting Group, an or-
ganization dedicated to increasing 
wellness in Native communities. 
 
Hannibal B. Johnson, Esq.

Hannibal B. Johnson is a Tulsa 
attorney, author, and independent 
consultant specializing in diversity 
& inclusion/cultural competence is-
sues and nonprofit governance. He 
is the author of “Black Wall Street: 
From Riot to Renaissance in Tul-
sa’s Historic Greenwood District.” 

Joy DeGruy, PhD
Dr. Joy DeGruy is a nationally 

and internationally renowned re-
searcher, educator, author and pre-
senter. She is the acclaimed author 
of “Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome 
— America’s Legacy of Enduring 
Injury and Healing.”
 
VIRTUAL EXHIBIT

Each year, a variety of exhibitors 
bring helpful information to distrib-
ute to people attending the event. 
Visitors can learn helpful resourc-
es in the community and find new 
ways to collaborate with other orga-
nizations.

The virtual exhibit hall will fea-
ture exhibitors who can share in-
formation about their organization 
and host live video conferences for 
visitors to learn more about their ser-
vices. They will also be able to host 
promotions and giveaways.

Montereau Mask Makers are Making a Difference
Courtesy NANCY MOORE
Montereau Retirement Community

Even before Tulsa passed the require-
ment for face coverings in public, the 
Montereau Retirement Community  made 
this habit an everyday practice – in large 
part thanks to a group of impactful res-
idents, dubbed the “Montereau Mask 
Makers,” who are working to ensure that 
everyone at Montereau does their part to 
stop the spread of this virus.

 Pivoting in times of Covid has been an 
essential practice for businesses as well as 
organizations. One group that has pivoted 
during this time are the Knocker Knitters. 
This group typically knits breast forms for 
cancer patients. However, during quar-
antine and in the months following, the 
group has taken on a new focus – making 
masks.

 The idea to make masks was born 
when Montereau resident, Nancy Stainer, 
learned about a need her niece’s friend 
had for masks. That friend is a nurse at 
Hillcrest Medical Center. Immediately, 
Stainer went to work filling that need.  
She initially made 25 and donated them 
to Hillcrest, which was able to give them 
to other first responders. Since then, the 
mask making has continued and grown. 

To date, the Montereau Mask Makers 
have created 1,900 masks for Montereau 
residents, employees and beyond.

 Stainer’s heart for service was devel-
oped at a young age and has continued 
throughout her life.  She is always look-
ing to better the lives of others saying, 
“We are all in this together. The more 
we can do to keep everyone safe, the 
better.”

Call to Action: The Montereau Mask 
Makers are accepting donations of cotton 
fabric and interfacing. Persons interest-
ed in donating can contact Nancy Moore 
at nmoore@montereau.net.

 
About Montereau

Founded in 2003 by The William K. 
Warren Foundation, Montereau, locat-
ed at 6800 S. Granite Ave. in Tulsa, was 
designed for Tulsa seniors to continue 
to live an active lifestyle that represents 
their values, spirit and style. The commu-
nity has earned a reputation for raising the 
bar for Life Plan communities, formerly 
Continuing Care Retirement Communi-
ties. Montereau is a warm, welcoming 
community that takes pride in providing 
its residents a plan for the future, in a 
secure environment, along with a wor-
ry-free lifestyle.

 
 

Courtesy photo

ARTFUL DESIGNERS:  Enjoying their designing of masks at Montereau are, from left, Nancy 
Steiner, Diana Hepner and Marlys Dow.  

http://millerhospicetulsa.com
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator
SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
918-900-0851

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

1-918-900-0193 MKT-P0108
© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 
All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to re� ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 
ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 
for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 
portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 
on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Mental Health Association
Names Terri White as
Chief Executive Officer

The board of Mental Health Association 
Oklahoma announced that Terri White is 
the new Association CEO, effective in Au-
gust. From 2007–2020, White served as 
the Commissioner of the Oklahoma De-
partment of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services (ODMHSAS). 

White said of the announcement, “I am 
deeply honored and excited to join this 
incredible organization that has meant 
so much to so many Oklahomans. The 
work done here has saved countless lives 
throughout our state, and brought healing to 
hundreds of thousands of Oklahoma fam-
ilies.”

The CEO announcement comes at the end 
of a national search to find the best possi-
ble candidate to continue the organization’s 
work throughout the state and nationally as 
an advocacy leader. 

“The board could not be happier Terri will 
be the new CEO,” said Scott Hamilton, as-
sociation board member and chair of the 
search committee. “She is the ideal person 
to continue the organization’s mission to 
promote mental health, prevent suicide, end 
homelessness and transform the criminal 
justice system.”

White will assume her new role at the end 
of August as the successor to longtime CEO 
Mike Brose, who previously announced his 
planned departure earlier this year lead-
ing to the commencement of the national 
search.

Michael Madsen, board of directors pres-
ident, said, “The association has built an 
incredible legacy in the service of vulner-
able Oklahomans. We believe that Terri is 
the perfect choice to build upon that legacy 
and achieve even more. She has brilliantly 
elevated the status of brain health in Okla-
homa, and is one of the most respected na-
tional experts in prevention, treatment and 
recovery.”

White’s reputation is that of an innovator, 
recognized for both her passionate advo-
cacy and ability to create lasting solutions 
to some of the state’s toughest problems. 
Her efforts have resulted in Oklahoma be-
coming a leader in children’s behavioral 
health services, criminal justice diversion 
initiatives, veterans’ services, communi-

ty-based treatment programs for adults; 
the use of technology to advance treatment 
and recovery, the integration of behavior-
al health care into primary healthcare set-
tings and more. 

White helped to create many of the pol-
icy changes that have improved access to 
care for vulnerable Oklahomans and was a 
leading figure in the state’s landmark opioid 
trial.

In 2011, White was inducted into the 
University of Oklahoma’s Anne and Hen-
ry Zarrow School of Social Work Hall of 
Fame. In 2014, White received the “Kate 
Barnard Award” from the Oklahoma Com-
mission on the Status of Women, created to 
honor outstanding women who have made 
a difference in Oklahoma through public 
service.

In 2017, she was named “Compassion-
ate Citizen of the Year” by the Oklahoma 
Foundation for the Disabled. Also in 2017, 
the University of Oklahoma College of Arts 
and Sciences awarded her its Distinguished 
Alumnus honor.

A native of Edmond, White received both 
her Master of Social Work and her Bachelor 
of Arts in Social Work from the University 
of Oklahoma.

TERRI WHITE

http://www.aspenhealthrehab.com
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EDUCATION

THE FUTURE
WON’T WAIT,
SO WHY SHOULD YOU?

Tulsa Community College knows, especially in this time of uncertainty, planning for 
your future is more important than ever. Stay on track right here in Tulsa with four 

class formats - plus affordable tuition, work-ready programs and transferable credits.

Stay on track at
Tulsa Community College. 

TulsaCC.edu
Classes start August 17. 

TCC Prioritizes Health and Safety in
Return to Campus for Fall Semester

Tulsa Community College offers 
more access to resources to help 
returning and prospective students 
leading up to the start of the fall 
semester. At the same time, the 
college is prioritizing the health 
and safety of employees and stu-
dents as it continues to monitor 
and follow guidance from federal, 
state and local health officials.

TCC expanded student enroll-
ment resources at the Southeast 
Campus Student Success and 
Career Center and the Northeast 
Campus Student Union on July 20 
as part of its Return-to-Campus 
plan. Set to begin the first week 
in August, the college will expand 
resources to include Metro Cam-
pus, West Campus and the Owasso 
Community Campus leading to the 
fall semester including in-person 
classes beginning August 17.

“We understand a college edu-
cation is important. We want peo-
ple to reach their dreams or goals 
so having resources available to 
students means everything to this 
college and to us as profession-
als,” said Greg Hope, Northeast 
Campus director of academic ad-
vising.

Students are highly encouraged 
to continue using virtual services, 
which can be found at www.tul-
sacc.edu. However, if a student 
needs assistance with accessing 
services, help is available for Fi-
nancial Aid, Enrollment, Advis-
ing, and Bursar. When individuals 
come to campus, we prefer them 
to come alone and every person on 

campus is required to wear a face 
mask, Hope said.

TCC plans to offer four options 
this fall including in-person, online, 
online live, and blended formats. 
For online live, students meet on-
line in a web-conference style at a 
designated time, and blended, com-
bines in-person and online.

Faculty, like Amanda Bailey and 
Aaron Inlow, have invested count-
less hours designing their courses 

for the best academic experience 
for students. Altogether, more than 
350 of full-time faculty and ad-
junct instructors have participated 
in a weeklong specialized training 
workshop for online teaching.

Baily, as assistant professor of 
biology, said, “During the work-
shop, we had the chance to reeval-
uate what works for our students 
as part of the process and design 
for the online format. As a result, 
I deliver more meaningful content. 

It is more about students evaluat-
ing and being engaged in the pro-
cess of learning, and less about 
sitting and listening.”

Inlow redesigned the course he 
teaches, Human Anatomy, for an 
online live format. “I want students 
to know TCC faculty and staff are 
here to guide them through the 
learning process. We are working 
hard to prepare for the different 
fall formats so our students have 
a good quality education even 
though they may not be coming to 
a traditional classroom,” he said.

While some might be fearful of 

online courses. Bailey cautions, 
this isn’t about taking the same 
course and lecture and putting it 
online; rather, it is intentionally 
creating the content for the online 
“world.”

“Every single faculty member is 
putting the full weight of creativity 
and experience across the college 
to make it a good experience and 
finding something that works,” 
said Bailey.

She added, faculty are here for 
students and ready to help them 
even when the course it taught out-
side the traditional classroom.

AMANDA BAILEY:  From 
her home office, Amanda Bailey 
taught summer courses online and 
will teach fall online and blended 
courses. She is a TCC assistant 
professor of biology and a facul-
ty development fellow who helped 
her colleagues adapt and design 
online courses.

AARON INLOW:  Aaron Inlow 
is teaching Human Anatomy this 
fall in an online live format, where 
students are required to meet on-
line in a web-conference style at a 
designated time. He’s been an ad-
junct faculty member at TCC for 
20 years.

CHECK-IN AREA:  Visitors to a Tulsa Community College campus will 
check in and have their temperature checked by a thermal scan. If individ-
uals want to come to campus for enrollment resources, TCC prefers they 
come alone. In addition, every visitor is required to wear a face mask. If 
visitors do not have one, disposable masks will be available.
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http://tulsacc.edu


As we prepare to welcome 
students back to school, things 
look a little dif-
ferent this year. 
Recent spikes 
in COVID-19 
cases across the 
nation have a re-
newed emphasis 
on physical dis-
tancing, wearing 
masks and think-
ing twice before 
gathering in large 
groups. It has 
also changed how 
we layout our 
classrooms, lab 
space and even 
how we teach. 
However, what 
is not changing 
is the impact Tul-
sa Tech has on 
the students that 
walk through our 
doors.

A blog post 
about the impact 
of career and 
technical education (CTE) by 
Applied Educational Systems, an 
education services company in 
Pennsylvania, proverbially “hit 
the nail on the head” for hands-on 
learning. It listed out many things 
we proclaim at many internal 
staff gatherings.

Each year we get to see first-
hand the impact on students’ 
lives, including individual 
achievement, higher graduation 
rates, better attendance and a true 
confidence in their career path. 
Not to mention the economic im-
pact Tulsa Tech, along with the 

statewide CareerTech system, has 
on the overall economy.

While the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic has been 
challenging, our 
instructors are ex-
cited to welcome 
students back to 
campus. Tulsa 
Tech has worked 
to make our class-
rooms and labs as 
safe as possible, 
including new 
signage, reimag-
ined lab space and 
classrooms with 
desks separated 
to accommodate 
CDC recom-
mendations. But 
while the world 
we live in might 
be different, it 
cannot dampen 
our instructors’ 
excitement or the 
need for skilled 
workers. They 

are committed to helping students 
shape their lives to a new career 
full of potential.

“I am excited to reach students 
and help make a difference in 
their future,” Dawna Jones, Sur-
gical Technology Instructor, said. 
“It is so exciting to learn about 
my students, share in their dreams 
and impact their lives.”

The impact Jones is speaking 
about is enormous. A 2017 report 
by the Brooking Institute shows 
that nationwide CTE can motivate 
students to attend school more fre-
quently and improve their grades.

“The new school year provides 
a chance for us all – students and 
teachers – to reflect on the hur-
dles of the past six months and to 
move forward together,” Stepha-
nie Aitken, Aerospace Academy 
Instructor said. “This new school 
year means we can return to our 
school community and the growth 
and healing that the group pro-
vides.”

That community feeling also de-
velops highly-satisfied students. 
The group, Advance CTE, shows 
95 percent of CTE students grad-

uate high school, and nearly 80 
percent of those students then go 
onto college. Tulsa Tech and the 
CareerTech system also open the 
door to millions of jobs. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of Labors 
Statistics, over the past decade 
CTE graduates filled 50 million 
jobs nationwide, with an estimat-
ed 30 percent of those being new-
ly-created jobs.

“Our world and our students’ lives 
are constantly changing,” Aitken 
said. “We know how to navigate 
teaching amidst fear and doubt.”

While millions of Americans 
search for new jobs after the pan-
demic shutdown, now could be 
the best time to invest in your-
self. Tulsa Tech offers more than 
80 career training options so stu-
dents can find the perfect option, 
from aerospace to welding and 
everything in between, our team 
is here to get you back on track.

If you are struggling to find 
work or want to make a change, 
we’re here to help. Visit tulsatech.
edu to start the application pro-
cess today.

  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

A New School Year, A New Opportunity at Tulsa Tech

Vanessa Aziere, Tulsa Tech

WELCOMING STUDENTS:  Tulsa Tech instructors are ready to welcome all students safely back to cam-
pus this fall to receive hands-on, real world training in more than 80 different career fields.

Classrooms, Labs Reimagined
For Physical Distancing

http://www.oktagagent.com/barnes/
http://tulsatech.edu


Editor’s Note:  The following 
information was provided before 
the July 13 Union Public Schools 
board meeting by Union United for 
Change, “a group of nearly 1,000 
alumni, parents, students and staff,  
who have joined together to advo-
cate for not only Union School Dis-
trict’s renaming of its mascot but 
for broader efforts toward a more 
inclusive and equitable place for 
all students to thrive ahead of the 
July 13 school board vote.”

 

“As soon as we heard that 
there was potential for the 

district to reevaluate its mascot, 
we jumped into action,” Shagah 
Zakerion, one of the group’s lead-

ers, said. “We love our school and 
it is time for the Union values we 
grew up on to be reflected in the 
images and namesake that rep-
resents us and it is time that we 
live by the values we espouse.

“The mascot name, which is as-
sociated with bounties for scalped 
heads of tribal people, is a decades 
old controversy. However, since the 
school board last looked at the is-
sue in 2002, the district has evolved 
and the time for a more inclusive 
environment for students is now. 

“No slur should be used to den-
igrate and suppress native people 
and it certainly should not be used 
to represent a public school locat-
ed in Oklahoma, home to 39 fed-
erally recognized tribes,” Zakerion 
said. 

Zakerion, who previously served 
as executive director of Tulsa’s 
Young Professionals and grad-
uated from Union High School 
in 2006, said the coalition was 
formed to show school board 
members and leaders that there is a 
large, organized and unified group 
ready to support them in the hard 
work involved in creating lasting 
change. 

The Union United for Change is 
advocating for school board mem-
bers to vote Yes to supporting the 
creation of not only an exploratory 
committee but also a committee 
that is:

“1. Dedicated to finding a perma-
nent solution for mascot change 
and the elimination of all uses 
of native imagery and emblems 
across the district, including tipis

2. Representative of a broad 
reaching and diverse group of 
members that include people from 
inside and outside of the district 
and provides for meaningful en-

gagement with tribes and native 
communities, such as Mvskoke 
Creek, Cherokee, and Osage na-
tions as well as the Greater Tulsa 
Area Indian Affairs Commission 
and community groups like Tulsa 

Indian Club, for example
3. Accountable to a clear and di-

rect timeline that leads to produc-
tive dialogue and actional results

4. Committed to creating a phys-
ically and emotionally safe envi-

ronment for all students to thrive 
by outlining additional measures 
and curriculum changes the dis-
trict can take toward building a 
diverse, inclusive and equitable 
learning environment.”
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UNION EDUCATION

MASCOT PROTESTERS:  Union students and others held protest signs before the Union School Board 
meeting at the Union Performing Arts Center July 13.

35 Years of

DiscoverY

Visit riVerfield.org for open House dates & times 
918.446.3553

Union Group Unites for Redskins Name Change

Union Boundary photos

BOARD OF EDUCATION REQUEST:  Shagah Zakerion, a leader of the Union United for Change group, 
speaks to the Union School Board of Directors during the July 13 School Board meeting at the Union Per-
forming Arts Center.

http://billysimsbbq.com
http://riverfield.org
http://okwu.edu


By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Recent passersby at Union High 
School have probably recognized 
the progress being made in its ef-
forts to redo Union-Tuttle Football 
Stadium. Union’s stadium part-
ners are the Dewberry architec-
ture firm and the Crossland Con-
struction Co.

The west side stands were de-
molished in January. 

Since then a few walls have been 
erected, showing the early phases 
in construction of the new bleach-
ers and press box.

“The west side is coming along,” 
Union Athletic Director Emily 
Barkley said. “As I’ve said to some 
people, it’s nice to see it now go-
ing above ground because at first 
there was a lot of work that was 
happening underground. There are 
concrete walls going up, the ele-
vator shaft is finished and ready 
to go, and they’re still putting in 
some of the steel beams in there.”

In the past, the media and addi-
tional coaching staff personnel had 
to walk up the bleachers to get to 
the press box. That won’t be the 
case anymore. 

“We’re excited to now have an 
elevator to the press box,” Barkley 
said. “When you walk in the con-
course level at the stadium, if you 
are a fan going into the stands, you 
can either go down or up to your 
seating. If you are headed to the 
press box, there will be an eleva-
tor you can access from the con-
course level that will take you up. 
It is going to be a one-story press 
box with the cameras on top of it. 
You’ll be able to get to it via that 
short ride up the elevator.”

The west stands will not be ready 
until August 2021. But the east 
side of the stadium will be ready 
this fall, where Redskin fans will 
be seated.

“There were two parts to the sta-
dium project in terms of the seat-
ing area,” Barkley said. “What we 
did on the east side was a complete 
renovation. We took all the metal 
bleachers out, power washed the 
stadium, painted it, reinstalled 
them, put a brick facade around 
the outside, and got new lighting. 
In order to update our event cen-
ter here at Union Stadium, we put 
new lighting in, reconstructed the 
concession stands and storage ar-

eas and restrooms. That was the 
majority of what was done on the 
east side,” she added. 

Visiting fans will be in the north 
stands. 

Other than renovations done to 
the ticket booths 20 years ago, 
Barkley said, no updates have 
been done to the stadium since it 
was built in 1976. 

“There hadn’t been anything 
structurally done to improve the 
stadium. When you look at it, that is 
44 years worth. So, there was defi-
nitely a need to update the stadium 
because of the shape it had been in 
and the timeliness of the need to 
update some of those items.”

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
not delayed the anticipated com-
pletion of construction, the Union 
AD said.  

Assuming there is no interfer-
ence by the pandemic, Union will 
only play three games at home this 

year, with the home opener not 
until Oct. 2 against Putnam City 
North. The other two will take 
place Oct. 15 against Moore and 
Oct. 23 against Norman North. 
Then there is the likelihood of 
hosting a first-round playoff game 
on Nov. 13 if the Redskins win 
district or finish runner-up.

Union will open the season 
Aug. 27 at Mansfield Lake Ridge 
(Texas) in the last weekend of 
August, then will remain on the 
road against local rivals Broken 
Arrow (Sept. 4), Jenks (Sept. 11) 
and Owasso (Sept. 25), which will 
be the District 6AI-2 opener. The 
Jenks game, known as the Back-
yard Bowl, will be at TU with the 
Trojans as the home team.  

The Redskins will be able to 
make it up in 2021 with seven 
home games. 

Watching progression of the con-
struction “just adds to that level 

of excitement that we’re going to 
be able to show off and showcase 
such an incredible facility once it 
is all said and done, and watching 
it come together day-by-day gets 
you more excited about August 
2021,” Barkley said. 

“I do think our kids, our commu-
nity, our football coaches and play-
ers are super excited to showcase 
it and host that first game, hopeful-
ly in a packed house. There is just 
an incredible level of excitement 
surrounding that,” she added. 
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Renovation to Union-Tuttle Football Stadium Continues
Completion
Expected in
August 2021

Union Boundary photo

CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY:  The new west side of Union-Tuttle 
Stadium will house a state-of-the-art press box with an elevator.

Courtesy Union Public Schools

FINISHED PRODUCT:  This rendering depicts the updated Union-Tut-
tle Football Stadium, scheduled to be ready for action in August 2021.

http://www.noc.edu
http://centralbank.net
http://cjschooluniforms.com
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By DOUG EATON
Contributing Writer

Tulsa has a rich history of ath-
letes and sports personalities who 
have made significant marks on 
their respective sports. Here are 
examples of four Tulsan’s con-
tributions to sports.  Four more 
Tulsa-area super athletes will be 
profiled in the September GTR 
Media Group newspapers and on-
line.  

Opening Day
Major League 
Lineup  

Steve Bowling from Tulsa was 
an All-State athlete from Web-
ster High School. He went on to 
the University of Tulsa where he 
played in three sports, football, 
basketball and baseball, with 
baseball being his best (back 
when TU was a collegiate base-
ball powerhouse). He went on to 
play in the major leagues for two 
years - 1976 with the Milwaukee 
Brewers, where he was a team-
mate with the great Henry Aaron 
who was in his last year as a play-
er, and with the Toronto Blue Jays 
in 1977, which was the expansion 
team’s inaugural season. On April 
7, 1977, he was in the Blue Jay’s 
opening day lineup in right field. 
Possessing a powerful right arm, 
Bowling finished second in the 
American League in outfield as-
sists with 14 in 1977.

4th Best 
Managerial 
Record in 
Major League 
History

Bobby Cox, who was born in 
Tulsa on May 21, 1941, played 

two seasons in the major leagues 
as a third baseman for the New 
York Yankees but he is more 
known for his managerial suc-
cesses. He managed the Atlanta 
Braves 1978-1981; the Toronto 
Blue Jays 1982-1985; and the At-
lanta Braves 1990-2010. He led 
the Braves to the World Series 
championship in 1995. He cur-
rently ranks No. 4 on the all-time 
managerial wins list with a record 
of 2,504-2,001 during the regular 
season and 67-69 in post-season 
play, for a total of 2,571 wins. He 
was named Manager of the Year 
four times – 1985, 1991, 2004 
and 2005 and is one of only four 
managers to have won the award 
in both the American and Nation-
al Leagues. He also holds the all-
time record for ejections in Major 
League Baseball with 158 (plus 
an additional three post-season 
ejections).

He was inducted into the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame in 
2014.

 

ORU Coach 
Was a World 
Record Holder
Joe Dial of Tulsa was arguably 

one of the best pole vaulters in 
track and field history as he held 
the American record for pole 
vault for nine years (1985-1994) 
as he broke the American re-
cord some nine times during that 
stretch. Dial also held the world 
record for a time in 1985.

Dial’s superiority as a vault-
er goes back a long time as he 

captured four state titles and set 
numerous high school records 
during his years at Marlow High 
School, including setting the na-
tional high school record. Con-
tinuing his winning ways at Okla-
homa State University, Dial won 
four NCAA titles (two indoor and 
two outdoor). He was the first high 
school vaulter to clear 18 feet and 
the first collegiate vaulter to clear 
19 feet. Dial later competed inter-
nationally as he competed on five 
continents and won a bronze med-
al in the 1989 World Champion-
ships at Budapest, Hungary. His 
accomplishments have been rec-
ognized as he has been inducted 
into six different Halls of Fame. 

Dial will enter his 28th year as 
head track and field coach at Oral 
Roberts University. His Gold-
en Eagle teams have claimed 18 
conference championships and he 
has been honored as Conference 
Coach of the Year 14 times during 
his tenure.

Olympic 
Gold Medal 
Winner in 
High Jump
Charlie Dumas was born in Tul-

sa on February 12, 1937, but his 
family moved to Los Angles when 
he was four. He was an Olympic 
high jumper and competed in the 
1956 Melbourne Olympic Games 
(Gold Medal) and the 1960 Rome 
Olympic Games (6th place). On 
June 29, 1956 at the U.S. Olym-
pic Trials at Los Angeles, he be-
came the first high jumper to clear 
7 feet. At the 1956 Olympics, he 
cleared 6 feet, 11 ½ inches, an 
Olympic record.

He later worked as a high 
school teacher and coach. He 
was inducted into the U.S. Track 
& Field Hall of Fame in 1990. 
Dumas died in 2004 at age 66 of 
cancer.
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Tulsa Athletes Make Their Mark on History

STEVE BOWLING BOBBY COX JOE DIAL CHARLIE DUMAS

GTR Media Group photo

READY FOR ACTION:  The Engine Room Boxing Gym held its ribbon cutting with members of the 
Tulsa Regional Chamber and many other guests July 6.  Tamara Wagman is all smiles as Engine Room 
owner and Head Coach Aaron Sloan, center, and Tulsa Regional Chamber President and CEO Mike Neal 
pose for an action shot.  The facility is located at 316 E. 11th St. in Tulsa.  

http://www.akins.com
http://www.tulsadrillers.com
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FC Tulsa:  All is New in Tulsa Pro Soccer
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 
 A new name, new owners, new 

colors, new players and a new of-
fice. The same old desire to suc-
ceed.

 While the Roughnecks are gone, 
professional soccer in Green Coun-
try is experiencing a rebirth, facing 
a new beginning as FC Tulsa begins 
play this summer at ONEOK Field.

A soccer renaissance is planned 
under the direction of the Craft 
Brothers, J.W., Ryan and Kyle, 
native Tulsan business executives 
who purchased the Roughnecks 
from the Tulsa Drillers ownership 
group a year ago. Michael Nsien 
has been retained as head coach for 
the United Soccer League season.

The coronavirus epidemic forced 
the USL to suspend operations on 
March 12.

“All along it’s been about figuring 
out a method that would be able for 
us to put fans and players in a safe 
position to do this,’’ said franchise 
president James Cannon. “As a 
group of players, coaches and staff, 
we’re ready to do whatever it takes 
to put the team back on the field. 
Our guys want to play and compete. 
They’re very adamant about that.’’ 

For FC Tulsa, team goals are sim-
ple.

 “No. 1, we’re back on the field,’’ 
said Austin Gwin, team director of 
communications. “We want to put a 
winning product on the field, some-
thing fans have not had a lot of late-
ly. We want to get fans back into the 
stadium and give them something 
they can be proud of, something 
they can come out and support. We 
want to build support back again.’’

 Under the Roughnecks banner, 
the franchise compiled a 41-81-36 
record in its tenure in the USL, av-
eraging just 2.031 fans a game last 

season. Despite COVID-19 curtail-
ing the 2020 season, Gwin believes 
good times are here again.

 “We’re starting over from scratch 
and the fans won’t see much of the 
Roughnecks. Everything is new,’’ 
said Gwin, a graduate of David 
Lipscomb University and former 
employee of the Nashville USL 
club. “Our team is strong from 
front to back, forwards, midfield-
ers, defenders and goalkeepers. We 
don’t have many holes.

 “The Western Conference is tra-
ditionally high-scoring and we do 
have enough high scorers to play 
with those teams. We’ve also got 
to be fortunate and keep away from 
injuries. We need to win our home 
games and draw on the road. If we 
do that, we’ll be sitting pretty.’’

USL executives recently an-
nounced the franchise will play in 
the five-team D Group, consisting 
of the Rio Grande Valley FC Toros, 
Austin Bold FC, Oklahoma City 
Energy FC and San Antonio FC. 
The letters ‘FC’ stand for ‘football 
club,’ a traditional term for interna-
tional professional soccer teams. 
FC Tulsa is scheduled to play each 
team in its group three times with 
a 16-game schedule comprising the 
season.

Chief among the “fresh faces’’ 
dotting the FC Tulsa roster are mid-
fielder Lebo Moloto, striker Dario 
Suarez, Bradley Bourgeois, who 
played for the Roughnecks in 2017, 
and midfielder Ciaran Winters.  

“The Craft brothers made an in-
vestment on the field and brought 
the payroll up to the most compet-
itive payrolls in the league,’’ Gwin 
said. “They understand what it 
takes to be successful and they’ve 
brought in a lot of talent.’’

 Moloto is a former all-league 
player who is said to be one of the 
USL’s best at his position. Suarez is 

a former Cuban international play-
er and is expected to be a top scor-
er for FC Tulsa. Bourgeois played 
college soccer at TU and Winters is 
a product of the Tulsa youth soccer 
program. 

 “We’ve brought in players with 
high credentials,’’ said Gwin. “The 
Craft brothers have a passion for 
soccer and they want a quality team 
that will represent the community 
and give back to the city. Tulsa has 
a great music scene, but not one for 
a professional sports franchise that 
the city can rally behind.’’

 Toward that end, FC Tulsa sports 
a new logo, featuring a bird soaring 
upward. Gwin said it was created 
by famed designer Matthew Wolff 
who has produced logos for soc-
cer teams around world. The Art 
Deco design features a Scissor Tail 
Flycatcher, Oklahoma’s state bird, 
and represents a look to Tulsa’s up-

turned soccer future.    
 The franchise plans on literal-

ly giving back to Oklahoma and 
Tulsa. A $500,000 donation has al-
ready been given to the Philbrook 
Museum and funds have been do-
nated to the COVID-19 fund in the 
city. The plan is to remain commit-
ted to the community, especially in 
a time of crisis, playing the national 
anthem before each game.

 FC Tulsa did play one game be-
fore the coronavirus shutdown the 
season. The team tied Sacramento 
1-1 on the road on March 7.

“We were on hiatus for two months 
and then the entire league did train-
ing in small groups,’’ Gwin said. 
“We will have a safety seating pro-
tocol in place when we turn to play. 
Fan safety in our major concern.

Gwin called the remainder of the 
2020 season a challenge and an 
opportunity. The challenge is to 

win back fans from last year. The 
opportunity is to impress them 
enough to stay. He said season 
ticket purchases and inquiries have 
been encouraging. 

“A successful season I think will 
be for us to make the playoffs,’’ 
said Gwin. “We’ve seen a lot of 
buy-in (from fans) during the pan-
demic and we won’t be satisfied 
until we’re selling out 5,000 seats a 
game. Winning breeds sellouts and 
so does scoring goals and having 
fun doing it. We will play with a 
lot of flair because our head coach 
and staff were able to bring in a lot 
of talent in the offseason that play 
well together.’’      

 FC Tulsa has a promotion going 
for fan club season ticket holders. 
They can attend games for $5, $10 
or $15 and lock in the rate for as 
long as the team plays at ONEOK 
Field.

http://www.allstarsportscomplex.com
http://goldenhurricaneclub.com
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Owasso’s Bailey Ranch Golf Course Stays on Par

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Despite the COVID-19 situa-
tion, Owasso’s Bailey Ranch Golf 
Course has managed to stay open 
during the pandemic through the 
summer with strict rules.

Bailey Ranch is a par-72, 6,726-
yard course best known for its 
holes winding their way through 
creeks, lakes, trees, thickets and 
native grassland. It has hosted 
the National Golf Association’s 
Hooters Pro Tour in the past and 
is ranked among the top 10 golf 
courses in Oklahoma by Golf Di-
gest. It has hosted high school re-
gional tournaments, baseball fund-
raisers, golf fundraisers and other 
local benefit tournaments. 

“We host quite a few benefit 
tournaments, along with some 
public tournaments as well as state 
golf association tournaments,” 
Bailey Ranch Director of Golf Co-
rey Burd said. “Last week we had 
the Oklahoma Golf Association 
qualifier for their match play. We 
typically do a lot of events. This 
year has been a little bit different; 
because of the COVID situation, 
events haven’t been taking place. 
We didn’t have a high school golf 
season, so it’s been challenging.”

Burd is also the head coach of the 
boys’ golf team at Owasso High 
School. Although people could 
still tee off when the lockdowns 
occurred, social distance policies 
had to be enforced. 

“We never closed,” Burd said. 
“We went through stages. The first 
stage, when it got really serious, 
we moved our tee times to 15-min-
ute intervals. We were limited on 
carts, only sending out 16-20 peo-
ple per hour to limit interaction. 
Then there were a lot of things we 
were doing as far as sanitizing. 
We removed a bunch of touch-
points from the golf course that 
would encourage people to leave 
the (flagpoles at the holes) alone. 
Then we sanitized carts every time 
they came in.” 

Only one person was allowed per 
cart. People were still allowed to 

play in groups of four.
Thankfully, nobody who plays 

there has tested positive for the 
coronavirus. 

As for prep golf, Burd has led the 
Rams to two Class 6A state cham-
pionships, the last coming in 2019.  
Because the 2020 season was can-
celed by the pandemic, the team 
could not defend its title.  “It was 
frustrating,” Burd said. “I had all 
my starters back. I’m not going to 
say we were going to be the favor-
ites, but we were definitely going 
to be in contention. We had a lot of 
experience with an entire champi-
onship team back. 

“But again, we’re talking about 
people’s lives. At that time, we 
didn’t really know what’s going 
on. We had to be extra careful. 
That was the decision made and 
my kids just have to learn to deal 

with it,” Burd added. “It’s very 
similar to golf. You get bad breaks 
and you get good breaks and we 
just got a bad break this year.” 

Despite there not being a sea-
son, players continued to practice, 
whether it be the driving range or 
the course.

“Some are going on to play col-
lege golf and they got tournaments 
that they were preparing for and 
getting ready for outside of OS-
SAA,” Burd said. “But, yes they 
continued to practice but I couldn’t 
coach them because I’m their 
coach and the school had a policy 
against coaching kids during those 
time frames. We were somewhat 
limited in what they could do. But,  
they were still working on their 
games for sure.”

Some players practiced at Bailey 
Ranch, some practiced at the Patri-

ot, some practiced at Owasso Golf 
and Athletic

“Golf is one of those sports where 
you have your own equipment,” 
Burd said. “You don’t touch any-
one else’s equipment. It’s a solitary 
sport. You’re out there by yourself, 
so social distancing is pretty easy. 
Frankly, that’s one of the reasons 
why we’ve remained pretty busy 
for sure.”

Needless to say, people are happy 
to have the privilege to still play.

Bailey Ranch has since taken 
steps to have golfers resume play 
in normal routines. 

“On June 1, we went to 12-min-
ute intervals, still allowing peo-
ple to ride by themselves if they 
chose,” Burd said. “Then July, we 
went back to 10-minute intervals.”

Two people can also ride a cart if 
they wish.   

Golf Director 
Corey Burd
Implements
Distancing

BAILEY RANCH CLUBHOUSE:  The Bailey Ranch Clubhouse is 
located at 10105 Larken Bailey Blvd. in Owasso.  For information, see 
www.baileyranchgolf.com

GOLF PRO COREY BURD:  Bailey Ranch Director of Golf Corey 
Burd also serves as the head boys’ golf coach at Owasso High School, 
where he has led the Rams to two Class 6A state championships.  
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In the early years of my archi-
tectural practice, my partner and 
I (as many young architects do) 
looked for a 
small building 
to remodel and 
convert for our 
offices. There 
was an old ser-
vice station at 
the southwest 
corner of 18th 
Street and Cin-
cinnati Avenue 
that was for 
sale and had, 
we felt, poten-
tial. As with 
many early 
20th Century 
gas stations, 
it included a 
two-car garage 
that was totally 
separate from 
a small service 
office struc-
ture. (It appears 
in the lower left photo.)  Our idea 
was to connect those two to cre-
ate one large building. It never 
happened. We bought another 
property instead. But this story is 
a pertinent lead in for discussion 
about these first service stations 
scattered around Tulsa. 

They were built by major oil 
companies as a way to sell and 
promote their oil and gas sup-
plies. Operators were required 
to sell only products produced 
by the company that owned the 
facility. In Tulsa, architectural 
building styles varied. There were 
Spanish eclectic stucco models 
with clay tile roofs, streamlined 
art-deco metal panel flat roofed 
models, and those with a residen-
tial cottage character favored by 
Phillips 66. These cottage models 
are the ones we’ll review here.

For over 40 years, most major 

street intersections in Tulsa in-
cluded one or more service sta-
tions. Competition was fierce. 

Gas wars were fre-
quent as the prices 
of oil fluctuated. 
Sometimes special 
promotional items 
such as carnival 
glassware were of-
fered. When a cus-
tomer arrived for 
a fill-up, a team of 
uniform-clad atten-
dants would check 
the tire pressure, 
the oil level and 
clean the wind-
shield in addition to 
filling the gas tank. 
It was service that 
was expected and 
taken for granted. 

Early on, Phillips 
66 made the de-
cision to blend its 
gas stations with 
adjacent neigh-

borhoods by giving them a res-
idential appearance. Usually, 
these gasoline emporiums were 
located on a corner for better ve-
hicular access. Frequently, but 
not always, there was a two-car 
service garage, located separate-
ly from a small office structure. 
Why the garage building was 
detached may have been due to 
concerns with early car exhaust 
fumes and fire safety or maybe 
because most residential garages 
were built separately from their 
respective houses. Fronting these 
buildings were the gas pumps 
which appeared to be tall, slen-
der robotic people with long ex-
posed hose arms and illuminated 
flat glass disk heads. 

The structures were painted 
brick with steep gabled paint-
ed shingle roofs. Phillips’ color 
scheme was dark green for the 

brick with orange and blue for 
the shingled roofs. The Cotswold 
Cottage design included a brick 
chimney on the front of the office 
structure, divided lite steel win-
dows and a small grassy lawn at 
the front of the property. 

At least three of these gas sta-
tions survive in Tulsa. Few still 
function with their original in-
tended purpose. The Phillips 66 
station at 2224 E. Admiral Blvd. 
was listed on the National Regis-
ter in 2004. It has been enlarged 
to connect the garage space to the 
office structure. The Vickery Phil-
lips 66 Station at 602 S. Elgin was 
listed on the National Register in 

2004 and is now used as a car 
rental property. Finally, there is a 
station at the southwest corner of 
18th Street and Cincinnati Ave-
nue which is used for commercial 
business purposes. 

The first of these types of Phil-

lips Service Stations opened in 
Wichita, Kansas in 1930. Eventu-
ally, the company had 6,750 such 
stations in 12 states, products of a 
different era. It would be interest-
ing to find out how many survive 
today. 
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA
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Historic Gasoline Station Buildings Survive in Tulsa

PHILLIPS 66 STATION #473:  Located at 2224 E. Admiral Blvd. in the Kendall Whittier area, this former 
Phillips 66 station now houses a restaurant and bar facility. It is listed on the National Register.

VICKERY PHILLIPS 66 STATION:  Located at 602 South Elgin in 
Tulsa, this former station is listed on the National Register is the home 
for an Avis Rent-a-Car facility.

PHILLIPS 66 STATION AT 18th STREET AND CINCINNATI:  The garage facilities still stand at this 
location, which opened in 1930.  Today it houses Katharine Victoria’s Hair Boutique.  

G
TR

 M
ed

ia
 G

ro
up

 p
ho

to
s

GTR Media Group photo

http://www.northpointwealth.com


 Page 20 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS August 2018

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Courtesy Vision Tulsa

Muncie Power Products and 
Tulsa Officials broke ground on 
Muncie’s new facility at the Peo-
ria-Mohawk Business Park on 
July 23. Located at Peoria and 36th 
Street North, the business park is 
comprised of 120-plus acres of 
land that represents a cornerstone 
of planned redevelopment efforts 
in North Tulsa.

Muncie’s new facility is the first 
to break ground there. The new fa-
cility will be 250,000 square feet 
and provide additional capacity 
for new manufacturing machinery, 
assembly equipment and ware-
housing. This will be the primary 
manufacturing facility for Muncie 
Power Products where it manufac-
tures and assembles power take-
offs and other hydraulic compo-
nents for work trucks.

“Today marks an exciting new 
chapter for Muncie Power Prod-
ucts as we break ground on a new 
manufacturing facility. This new 
facility will allow us to better 
serve our customers and support 
market demand, while also provid-
ing the best possible working con-
ditions for all of our employees at 
this location,” said Ray Chambers, 
chairman, CEO and president of 
Muncie Power Products.

Muncie Power Products is cur-
rently located in Tulsa, but its 
growing operation led to the de-
cision to build a new facility and 
expand their manufacturing capa-
bilities in North Tulsa.

“This is a great day for Tulsa with 
Muncie serving as the first of many 
businesses that will choose to build 
in the Peoria Mohawk Business 
Park,” Mayor G.T. Bynum said. 
“Economic mobility was the driv-
ing force that launched this proj-

ect forward with the combination 
of local housing and community 
development occurring in near-
by neighborhoods and with a Bus 
Rapid Transit system that is fully 
operational and in place for res-
idents. We are here today thanks 
to the leadership of Muncie, the 
persistent efforts by Tulsans who 
care about their community and for 
collaborative partners that have in-
vested in creating more economic 
opportunity for North Tulsa.”

“The State of Oklahoma is ex-
cited to see the significant invest-
ment Muncie is making in the city 
of Tulsa and the Peoria Mohawk 
Business Park,” said Gov. Kev-
in Stitt. “The addition of a new 
building, automated machinery 
and new equipment will move the 
company closer to its mission of 
becoming a world-class manufac-
turer of power take-offs and fluid 
power components for the work 

truck industry. Helping Oklahoma 
companies expand in our state is a 
key initiative of my administration 
and I am excited to see how this 
project will spur economic devel-
opment throughout North Tulsa. 
Muncie’s investment is another 
testament that Oklahoma remains 
open for business.”

Made possible through a unique 
partnership between the City of 
Tulsa and George Kaiser Fami-
ly Foundation (GKFF), the Peo-
ria-Mohawk Business Park is a 
first-of-its-kind effort to partner 
with businesses investing in the 
Tulsa community. Public invest-
ment dollars approved through 
Vision Tulsa were used to prepare 
and enhance the Business Park, po-
sitioning it to be the top industrial 
location in the Tulsa city limits. 
GKFF provided free land for the 
Peoria-Mohawk Business Park.

“The goal of Peoria-Mohawk 
is to increase economic oppor-
tunity in and for the North Tulsa 
community by providing skilled, 
living wage jobs. We are grateful 
for Muncie’s commitment to that 
goal by being the first company to 
locate here,” Josh Miller, Program 
Officer for the George Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation said. “The building 
of this facility will not only attract 
future employers to the site, but 
also act as a catalyst for further 
economic development in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.”   

“As the District 1 City Coun-
cilor, I am excited about the eco-
nomic development that Muncie 
Power is bringing to District 1,” 
District 1 City Councilor Vanessa 
Hall-Harper said. “I‘m even more 
excited about the opportunities 

that District 1 residents will have 
to earn a livable wage right here 
in our own community and I look 
forward to sharing and advocating 
for these employment opportuni-
ties for District 1 residents.”

“The Chamber congratulates 
Muncie Power Products on its 
new facility and for being the 
first company to break ground 
in Tulsa’s Peoria-Mohawk Busi-
ness Park,” Mike Neal, president 
and CEO of the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber said. “Muncie is a val-
ued corporate citizen, and we’re 
grateful for their investment in 
the north Tulsa community. We 
look forward to future develop-
ment and jobs created at the park, 
and we thank the George Kaiser 
Family Foundation and the City 
of Tulsa for their continued com-
mitment to north Tulsa’s economic 
growth.”

Muncie Power Products has part-
nered with Merak Group for the 
construction of their new facili-
ty. Construction of the first phase 
is scheduled to be completed in the 
Spring of 2021.

Site development of the Peo-
ria-Mohawk Business Park was 
supported by a $10 million incen-
tive funded through Vision Tulsa; 
a portion of this has supported 
the Muncie site. Remaining funds 
have been reserved to facilitate de-
velopment of the remainder of the 
site.

Partners on this project include: 
GKFF, City of Tulsa, Tulsa Com-
munity WorkAdvance, Tulsa Tech 
and all North Tulsa community 
organizations as their continued 
support ensured the success of the 
Peoria-Mohawk site.

The business park will build 
upon the work already in progress 
by the Tulsa Housing Authority 
with Envision Comanche, which 
reimagines and rebuilds existing 
public housing located just to the 
north of this site. Last year, the 
City of Tulsa and Tulsa Transit 
also launched the Aero - Peoria 
Bus Rapid Transit line, becoming 
one of only a few cities in the U.S. 
with this type of service.

 
About Muncie Power Products

Muncie Power Products, Inc. is 
a leading manufacturer of power 
take-offs and fluid power compo-
nents for vocational trucks. A mem-
ber of the multinational Interpump 
Group, Muncie Power Products’ 
manufacturing operations are held 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, with eight ad-
ditional facilities across the country. 
Since 1935, we have been commit-
ted to the constant improvement of 
our people, products, and services 
to deliver unmatched customer sup-
port and quality products. Our core 
values include understanding, and 
believing, in our company legacy 
of care for the communities where 
we live and conduct business. 

 
About Vision Tulsa

Vision Tulsa, an $884 million 
sales tax renewal package ap-
proved by voters in 2016, is mak-
ing substantial investments in eco-
nomic development, education, 
public safety, streets and transpor-
tation needs citywide. With citizen 
priorities providing the driving 
force behind the creation of Vision 
Tulsa, transformative projects and 
enhancements are setting the stage 
for a bright future for Tulsa.
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THE ECONOMY

American Airlines, Inc. 
Has multiple openings in Tulsa, OK for: 

Business Systems Analyst (Ref 1198): Install, configure and 
maintain eEnabled system hardware and s/w apps for 787, 
737 Max & A350 fleets; and
Sr. Data Modeler, IT (Ref 1368): Responsible for designing, de-
veloping, modifying and testing s/w app using SDLC life cycle, ETL 
Tools including IBM Datastage, IBM CDD, Informatica, GitHib, SVN, 
TWS, SQL Server, Oracle and admin activities for ETL tools.

To learn more or to apply, 
send inquiries &/or resume to:

American Airlines, Inc.
Attn: Gene Womack, HR

1 Skyview Drive, MD 8B204
Ft. Worth, TX  76155

Please include Ref # in cover letter.

Muncie Power Products Breaks Ground at
Peoria-Mohawk Business Park for Facility

G
TR

 M
ed

ia
 G

ro
up

 p
ho

to
s

TULSA REGIONAL CHAMBER WELCOME:  Justin McLaughlin 
of the Tulsa Regional Chamber welcomes the Muncie Power Products 
team.  At right is Oklahoma Secretary of Commerce and Workforce De-
velopment Sean Kouplan.

RIBBON CUTTING TEAM:  The ribbon cutting team for the Muncie 
Power Products facility at the Peoria-Mohawk Business Park included, 
from left, Program Officer of the George Kaiser Family Foundation Josh 
Miller,  Senior Vice President for Economic Development at the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber Justin McLaughlin, CEO, Chairman and President 
of Muncie Power Products Ray Chambers, Oklahoma Secretary of Com-
merce and Workforce Development and Tulsa District One City Counsel-
or Vanessa Hall-Harper, and Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum.

http://www.okmhm.org


Courtesy MIKE NEAL 
President and CEO
Tulsa Regional Chamber

“While it’s certainly disappoint-
ing Tulsa was not selected as the 
new home for Tesla, we congrat-
ulate our fellow-finalist, Austin. 
We thank Elon Musk and all of 
the Tesla leadership for their con-
sideration of Tulsa, and we are 
optimistic we might still have the 
chance to partner with them in the 
future.

“A big part of what made us so 
competitive in this process was 
the extraordinary collaboration 
among our state, local, regional 
and tribal partners. We especially 
thank Gov. Kevin Stitt and Secre-

tary of Commerce and Workforce 
Development Sean Kouplen for 
their tremendous work through-
out this process. We also thank 
Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum and the 
George Kaiser Family Founda-
tion – especially Jeff Stava – for 
their commitment to showcasing 
our city and region. 

“The publicity surrounding 
this project has been absolutely 
astonishing. Tulsa’s profile has 
been elevated substantially, and 
individuals and organizations 
that previously might not have 
given us a serious look now see 
our advantages – including a low 
cost of living and short commute 
times, as well as an eager, well-
trained workforce, access to top 

engineering talent and a central-
ized location. Those advantages 

will no doubt resonate with other 
companies looking to expand or 
relocate.

“Tesla also saw an overwhelm-
ing outpouring of support from 
thousands and thousands of lo-
cal citizens via social media and 
other means. Ours is a welcom-
ing region, and though we might 
not have gotten Tesla, without a 
doubt other great new projects are 
still ahead. Northeast Oklahoma 
has seen big increases in econom-
ic development activity the past 
several years, and we’re optimis-
tic that will continue. Tulsa beat 
out a host of other significantly 
larger, world-class cities to be a 
finalist for the Tesla project, and 
that has to mean great things for 

our future.”
For more information about the 

Tulsa Regional Chamber, vis-
it tulsachamber.com.
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Want to 
Purchase
Mineral & 

Other Oil/Gas 
Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

Craig Dietert
9175 S Yale, Ste. 120, 

Tulsa, OK  74137
918-493-3136

Randy Bluhm
418 E. 5th

Bartlesville, OK 74003
 918-337-2712

Matt McGuire
20 N Park St

Sapulpa, OK 74066
918-227-1292

Tanya Butler
2478 W. New Orleans St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

918-259-9066

Matthew Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Dewayne Willis
2123 S Atlanta Pl Ste 201

Tulsa, OK 74114
918-745-0260

Lance Lively
348 E. 2nd St.,

Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-3796

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.,

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Rich Keel
13330 S. Memorial Ste. 2

Bixby, OK 74008
918-369-2500

Bill Gordon
4821 S. Peoria Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74105
918-712-9717

Tammy Moore
7147 S. Yale Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74136

918-488-8999
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Feeling like you paid too 
much in taxes this year?

Contact your financial advisor 
today to learn about investing 
strategies that could benefit you.

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Dewayne Willis 
Financial Advisor

2123 S Atlanta Pl Suite 
201 
Tulsa, OK 74114 
918-745-0260

tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity

Tulsa Regional Chamber Comments on Tesla Selection

The Digital Transformation is Impacting the Energy Sector

The digital transformation is 
ahead of schedule as we have all 
been confronted with COVID-19 
and economic issues. Since 2018, 
I have spoken especially on the 
theme “National Energy Talk: 
America’s Energy Dreams and 
Global Economic Realities.” The 
sub-theme has been “Achieving 
Operational Excellence Through 
Digital Transformation.”

We are all being faced with the 
transition to the digital world. Since 
2018, I have spoken to The Pipeline 
& Energy Expo in Tulsa, the 25th 
annual meeting of the Louisiana 
Oil and Gas Association in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, the Digital 
Transformation in the oil and gas 
industry conference in Houston, 
the Pre-Conference of the National 
Council of Undergraduate Research 
at the University of Central Okla-
homa in Edmond, the OK-Nation-

al Association of Royalty Owners 
Annual Convention in Oklahoma 
City, The Oklahoma Academy, and 
other events. At 
each of these 
events, I was 
confronted by 
many individu-
als and company 
officials who be-
lieved they were 
not prepared and 
running behind 
on implement-
ing and embrac-
ing the digital 
transformation. 

On July 31, 
2017, National 
Energy Talk was 
launched in Elk 
City, Oklahoma. 
With the launch 
of National En-
ergy Talk, what 
once was an an-
nual conference has expanded into 
a media-driven platform with year-
round engagement. Today it  is 

helping lead a national dialogue on 
energy issues, views and solutions 
through events, publications, video, 

audio and online 
content. The fo-
cus on digital 
transformation 
remains a major 
topic. 

As an advisor 
to IngenuitE, 
Oklahoma City, 
a leading pro-
vider, an Oracle 
Gold Partner, 
of end-to-end 
e-business appli-
cation solutions, 
offering com-
plete application 
implementation 
services, out-
sourcing, sup-
port and training 
for enterprise 
systems, I was 

excited about the opportunity to 
learn more and to see that it is ap-
plied to the oil and gas industry.

As I stated in my presentations, 
“In order to maximize potential and 
attract a new, younger workforce, 
companies of all sizes are going 
to have to focus on content, ana-
lytics, and digital transformation. 
Large amounts of data from many 
sources can be collected, and an-
alyzed quickly…leading to more 
informed, better decisions.”

The U.S. will be in need of the 
oil and gas industry for many years 
ahead. Analytics will play an im-
portant role in monitoring and an-
alyzing the anticipated demand for 
energy and decision making about 
the cost effectiveness.

We must learn from the past and 
embrace the future. I believe that 
the American energy industry is up 
to the challenges ahead!

As I stated from the book, “The 
Anticipatory Organization” by 
Daniel Burrus in one of my col-
umns, “technology-driven change 
is accelerating at an exponential 
rate, but moving fast in the wrong 
direction will only get you into 
trouble faster.” This opportunity 

and challenge of the digital trans-
formation not only applies to the 
energy industry, but to our whole 
economic system. 

The challenges of transformation 
include the potential areas of ro-
botics, 5G, artificial intelligence, 
and cyber security... which need 
to be possibly incorporated into 
operations. The technology and 
innovation are at the forefront of 
a company’s and an individual’s 
business success. With the most 
up-to-date tools and advisors, suc-
cess is inevitable. America can 
meet the challenges. 

Future generations are depending 
on us to keep the American dream 
alive. We must have a strong ener-
gy industry! America Needs Amer-
ica’s energy!!

Your comments and questions 
are welcomed. Join our efforts on 
Facebook: National Energy Talk/ 
America Needs America’s Energy 

Mark A. Stansberry is chairman 
of the GTD Group, an award-win-
ning author and Energy Advocate.  
Facebook: National Energy Talk

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

MIKE NEAL

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://tulsachamber.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Autos WAnted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All 
Makes/Models 2002-2019! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We 
are Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-
2330.

CAreer trAining
 
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA 
approved hands on Aviation mechan-
ic training. Financial Aid for qualified 
students - Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI!  Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months!  
Call 888-572-6790.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Now offering $10,000 
scholarship to qualified applicants.  Call 
CTI for details! 888-449-1713 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)
 

HeAltH & Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 procedures. Real 
dental insurance. NOT just a discount 
plan. [Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-888-623-3036 www.den-
tal50plus.com/58 #6258

Home improvement
 
Stay in your home longer with an Amer-
ican Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

mediCAl
 
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.  Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

misCellAneous

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High-Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gor-
don & Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! FREE Con-
sultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author. We want 
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions currently be-
ing reviewed. Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, Promotion and 
Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s 
Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
888-609-2189

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for [350+] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. [Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-877-308-2834 www.den-
tal50plus.com/cadnet #6258

misCellAneous

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! 
Ask how to get the Next Generation Sam-
sung Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iPhone 
with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One. While 
supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

!! OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Stay in your home longer with an Amer-
ican Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data   
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 450 posi-
tive reviews. Call 844-909-3339

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-402-0373

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in 
industrial, construction, manufactur-
ing jobs, or military may be the cause. 
Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@
breakinginjurynews.com.$30 billion is 
set aside for asbestos victims with can-
cer. Valuable settlement monies may not 
require filing a lawsuit.

Cross country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long-distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

misCellAneous

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! 
Scientifically proven formula. Optimal 
results. Video intro. Sleep2Weight.net. 
SAVE THIS AD!

DIRECTV-Switch and Save! $39.99/
month. Select All Included Package. 
155 Channels.1000s of Shows/Movies 
OnDemand. FREE Genie HD DVR Up-
grade. Premium movie channels, FREE 
for 3mos Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for $100 Gift 
Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some 
restrictions apply)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Con-
dition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer.  Nation-
wide Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-
864-5960.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? 
You may qualify for a substantial cash 
award - even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help!! Call 24/7, 833-518-0768

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION 
FUND - Anyone that was inappropriately 
touched by a Scout leader deserves jus-
tice and financial compensation!  Victims 
may be eligible for a significant 
cash settlement.  Time to file is limited.  
Call Now!  833-729-0164
 
Need some cash? Sell us your unwanted 
gold, jewelry, watches & diamonds. Call 
GOLD GEEK 1-844-209-9872 or visit 
www.GetGoldGeek.com/nani BBB A+ 
Rated. Request your 100% 
FREE, no risk, no strings attached ap-
praisal kit. Call today!
 
Only the Highest quality CBD products 
from Ace Wellness! We guarantee high-
est quality, most competitive pricing on 
CBD products.  Softgels, Oils, Skincare, 
Vape & more. Coupon Code: 
PRINT20 1-855-681-3113

misCellAneous
 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Protect your home with home security 
monitored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/
mo. Call now to get a Free equipment 
bundle including: Keypad, motion sen-
sor, wireless door and windows sensors. 
Call 833-719-1073
 
Were you or a loved one diagnosed with 
Ovarian Cancer, Endometrial Cancer, 
Fallopian Tube Cancer or Peritoneal 
Cancer in 2010 or later and used John-
son & Johnson Baby Powder regularly in 
the genital area previous to diagnosis? If 
so, you may be entitled to compensation. 
Call 877-761-9069.

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-888-796-8850
 
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65 Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523
 
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet.   Free In-
stallation Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
1-833-872-2545.
 
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Pub-
lishing will help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 866-
951-7214
 

WAnted to Buy

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade As-
sociation we belong to has purchased the 
above classifieds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised by this 
publication. In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers do not offer em-
ployment but rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients establish mail 
order selling and other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give the client your 
checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. 
Also  beware of ads that claim to guarantee 
loans regardless of credit and note that if a 
credit repair company does business only 
over the phone it is illegal to request any 
money before delivering its service. All funds 
are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TVEARS  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Call 1-918-927-3823

Put on your TV•Ears®

and hear TV with unmatched clarity

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95

NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST
  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Use RoundUp
Weedkiller?

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma,Multiple Myeloma, and
Leukemia may result from RoundUp exposure. A recent

$2 Billion Judgment
was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.

Call 1-619-493-4791 or email
RoundUp@breakinginjurynews.com

and let us begin work on your RoundUp case today.

This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company  
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible
• See any dentist you want – including your own
• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

AW19-1034

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit

1-855-496-9612     dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa

http://www.anagotulsa.com
http://dental50plus.com/gtrtulsa
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Oral Roberts 
University Pres-
ident Dr. Wil-
liam M. Wilson 
has announced 
the appointment 
of two new vice 
presidents in the 
area of Universi-
ty Advancement. 
Natalie Adams 
has been named 
vice president of 
development and 
alumni relations 
while Dr. Charles 
Scott will serve as 
the vice president 
of external affairs.

“Both Natalie and Charles bring 
a wealth of experience in advance-
ment, development, community 
relations, leadership, and partner-
ships,” said Wilson. “ORU is grow-
ing, and with the recent launch of 
the Whole Leaders for the Whole 
World campaign, the need for 
world-class leadership at the Pres-
ident’s Cabinet level continues to 
increase. Natalie and Charles are 
both exceptional leaders and will 
serve all of ORU’s constituencies 
well.”

Adams most recently served as 
senior director of development for 
the College of Engineering and 
Natural Sciences at The University 
of Tulsa and before that worked as 
foundation manager for the Amer-
ican Association of Petroleum 
Geologists. Adams also served as 
ORU’s director of alumni relations 
from 2006 to 2010. She earned her 
Bachelor and Master degrees in 
Business Administration at ORU 
and is currently earning her Doc-
torate in Education at ORU.

“ORU has had a profound impact 
on my life,” said Adams. “The op-
portunity to serve God at my alma 
mater is an honor for me.” 

For the past two years, Scott has 
served as Executive Director of 
Church and Educational Partner-
ships at ORU. Before that he was 
Vice President of Business Ad-
ministration & University Rela-
tions at The King’s University and 
for eight years served as General 
Bishop and CEO of the Pentecos-
tal Church of God, Incorporated. 
Scott earned his Doctor of Educa-
tion at ORU, his MBA at Missouri 
State University, and his Bachelor 
of Science degree in General Busi-
ness at Missouri Southern State 
University.

“There is no University that pre-
pares leaders with the whole per-
son education model of ORU,” 
said Scott. “It is an honor to stew-
ard ORU’s message of hearing 
God’s voice, carrying God’s light, 
and extending God’s healing pow-
er that attracts leaders from across 
the globe. We will continue to 
‘make no little plans’ here and pur-
sue a broader global reach of pre-
paring whole leaders for the whole 
world.”

Scott will oversee ORU’s church 
and educational partnerships, me-
dia, public relations, branding 
(marketing), GEB, and Empow-
ered21, while Adams will guide 
the University’s fundraising and 
development efforts as she con-
tinues building relationships with 
ORU’s 50,000+ alumni. Scott and 
Adams begin their new roles in 
August.

David Groves who has been serv-
ing as acting VP of Advancement, 
will continue as General Manager 
of ORU’s television network GEB. 
Wilson said of Groves: “David did 
an amazing job over the last two 
months and kept things moving 
forward wonderfully during this 
interim season as acting VP. He is 
an outstanding manager and we are 
proud to have David on the ORU 
team.” 

The Aspen Insti-
tute College Ex-
cellence Program 
announced that 
Dr. Scott New-
man, vice presi-
dent of academic 
affairs at OSU 
Institute of Tech-
nology, is one of 
40 leaders selected for the 2020-21 
class of the Aspen Rising Presi-
dents Fellowship. 

“We’re proud to have Dr. Newman 
represent OSUIT in such a pres-
tigious fellowship,” said. Dr. Bill 
Path, president of OSUIT. “This 
investment in personal growth will 
aid in his continued commitment to 
our students’ success and the indus-
try’s evolving needs.” 

The fellowship is a highly select-
ed leadership program preparing 
the next generation of communi-
ty college presidents to transform 
institutions to achieve higher and 
more equitable levels of student 
success. 

“The nominations from President 
Path and others to participate in 
the Aspen Institute program, and 
the George Kaiser Family Founda-
tion’s support of my engagement in 
it, are incredibly humbling,” said 
Dr. Newman. “For me, the pro-
gram represents an opportunity to 
grow as a leader and serve OSUIT 
and its stakeholders in new and 
better ways.”

The Rising Presidents Fellows 
will embark on a 10-month fel-
lowship beginning in July 2020. 
Delivered in collaboration with the 
Stanford Educational Leadership 
Initiative, the fellows will be men-
tored by esteemed current and for-
mer community college presidents 
who have achieved exceptional 
outcomes for students throughout 
their careers. They will learn strat-
egies to improve student outcomes 
in and after college, lead internal 
change and create strong external 
partnerships with K-12 schools, 
four-year colleges, employers and 
other partners. 

“GKFF was pleased to support 
Dr. Newman’s nomination for 
the Rising Presidents Program,” 
said Josh Miller, of GKFF. “Dr. 
Newman has been instrumental in 
spearheading innovative OSUIT 
programs that respond and adapt 
to both industry and student needs. 
The Rising Presidents Program felt 
like a perfect fit to support his pro-
fessional growth as a progressive 
leader for the future.”

Together, the 2020-21 fellows are 
leaders at colleges that collectively 
serve more than 500,000 students. 
As well, 42 Rising Presidents Fel-
lowship alumni have become pres-
idents of community colleges that 
collectively serve an additional 
500,000 students nationwide.

OSU Institute of Technology is 
Oklahoma’s only university of ap-
plied technology, offering acceler-
ated bachelor of technology and as-
sociate degree programs that meet 
global workforce demands. OSUIT 
is known for its high academic 
standards, world-class laboratory 
environments, reciprocal partner-
ships with business and industry, 
and top career placement rates in 
the region. For more information 
about OSUIT, call 918.293.4680 
or 1.800.722.4471, or visit the web 
at www.osuit.edu.

The Aspen Institute is a global 
nonprofit organization committed 
to realizing a free, just and equita-
ble society. Founded in 1949, the 
Institute drives change through 
dialogue, leadership, and action 
to help solve the most important 
challenges facing the United States 
and the world. Headquartered in 
Washington, DC, the Institute has a 
campus in Aspen, Colorado, and an 
international network of partners.

Rogers State 
U n i v e r s i t y 
named Brandon 
Irby director of 
marketing. He de-
velops and exe-
cutes marketing 
strategies to in-
crease awareness 
and reach univer-
sity audiences. 

An RSU alumnus, Irby was ap-
pointed interim director of public 
relations in October 2019. Previ-
ously, he served as associate direc-
tor for the Claremore Industrial and 
Economic Development Authority 
(CIEDA) and on staff at the RSU 
Innovation Center.

“Brandon combines significant 
experience from his previous 
roles with first-hand knowledge 
of RSU and the communities we 
serve,” said Dr. Larry Rice, RSU 
president. 

At CIEDA, Irby was responsible 
for the direction and development of 
a comprehensive communications 
plan including award-winning mar-
keting recognized by the Southern 
Economic Development Council. 
Communities across 17 states com-
pete to be recognized for excellence 
in message, medium and reach in 
the annual competition. His focus 
was the redevelopment of vacant 
properties throughout the city and 
returning key properties to tax rolls. 

Irby earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Corporate Communication at RSU 
and holds certificates in economic 
development through the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa and new me-
dia strategy through the National 
Center for Economic Gardening. 
He is a member of the Leader-
ship Rogers County Class of 2013 
and was named to the Rogers 
County 40 under 40 in 2017. He 
has served on the Claremore Main 
Street board of directors, on the 
RSU Alumni Association advisory 
board, and as the 2016 chair of the 
young professionals association 
Claremore Collective.

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

ADAMS NEWMAN IRBY

SCOTT

City of Tulsa Selects
Monica Hamilton to be
Customer Care Director
Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum has 

announced that Monica Hamil-
ton will serve as the city’s Cus-
tomer Care Director. She began 
her position on July 6.

“I’m thrilled Monica chose 
to join our team at the city and 
come back home to Tulsa to 
fill this critical role,” Mayor 
Bynum said. “With her vast 
experience in government and 
customer support alike, Monica 
was the best choice to lead our 
311 Customer Care Department.  
Monica will be an invaluable 
member of our team and will 
bring strong leadership to the 
311 Customer Care Center.”

Hamilton previously worked 
for the City of Tulsa prior to 
moving to Texas. 

“I am very excited to return to 
Tulsa,” she said. “The customer 
care team is among the best in 
the industry and I am honored to 
have been selected to lead this 
dynamic group. I look forward 
to working with the team in the 
advancement of uses in tech-
nology and best practices and 
to ensure that our Tulsa citizens 
receive nothing less than world 
class customer service.”

After starting her career at 
the City of Tulsa as a mayoral 
aide, Hamilton moved her way 
up to director of the mayor’s of-
fice for neighborhoods, then to 
director of the mayor’s Action 
Center and interim director for 
the Customer Care Center.

She left Tulsa for Texas in 
2012 after serving as director of 
constituent services for the City 
of Tulsa.

In Fort Worth, Texas, Ham-
ilton served as deputy chief 
of staff for the mayor and city 
council office, and then moved 
to executive general manager 
for the City of Fort Worth. 

Hamilton is widely recognized 
for her customer service skills 
and her ability to manage and 
motivate her colleagues and em-
ployees to meet high standards.

She’ll be taking over for re-
cently retired Customer Care 
Director Michael Radoff, who 
was instrumental in devel-
oping and implementing the 
city’s award-winning Tulsa 311 
Customer Service Network. In 
2017, the city’s 311 network 
took the top call center honors 
at the Engage 311 Annual Con-
ference in Fort Worth. 

Hamilton will look to build 
upon the success 311 has seen 
over the last few years. 311 in-
cludes an IVR system with a 
Spanish line, an easy-to-use mo-
bile app, and a web self-service 
portal and email. Since its incep-
tion in 2016, 311 has been able 
to lower the call abandonment 
rate, considerably raise service 
levels, and save money by elim-
inating third party vendor costs 
that provided Spanish-speaking 
assistance.

For more information on 311, 
visit www.tulsa311.com. 

MONICA HAMILTON

http://purpleglazestudio.com
http://scogginsroofing.com
http://facebook.com/thecinnamonrollguy
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 Tulsa Area United Way organizes 
Days of Caring, one of the nation’s 
largest community service events 
every year, mobilizing thousands 

of volunteers to complete hands-
on improvement projects for local 
nonprofit organizations. Day of 
Caring is a much-loved volunteer-

ing tradition that builds teamwork 
and expresses the philanthropic 
spirit of our community.

This year, in order to meet the 
community’s most pressing needs 
and prioritize volunteer safety, the 
usually one-day event will offer 
both in-person, remote and virtual 
volunteer opportunities in August, 
September and October.

The first Days of Caring will be 
a community-wide food drive that 
will be held in multiple locations 
on August 28 in Bristow, Broken 
Arrow, Jenks, Okmulgee, Owasso, 
Tulsa, Sand Springs, Sapulpa and 
Wagoner.  

Learn more about the three Days 
of Caring at www.tauw.org/dayof-
caring.
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Salvation Army Benefits from Fan Drive

Green Country showed its gener-
osity during the 7th annual West-
lake Ace Hardware Fan Drive. 
The local community helped raise 
$6,500 in June to go toward the 
purchase of 475 box fans for in-
dividuals and families in need. 
That is 217 more fans than last 
year.  The Salvation Army recent-
ly loaded up 10 pallets of box fans 
to bring to its participating service 
units.

The fans will be available for 
low-income seniors, qualifying 
families with children and adults 
with disabilities.  Those interested 
can contact Center of Hope or a 
local Salvation Army Service Unit 
in Broken Arrow, Claremore or 
Sapulpa to request a fan.

Nationally, around 100 Westlake 
Ace Hardware stores participate 
in the June fan drive and fans 
are distributed to Salvation Army 
sites within each store’s respec-
tive market. This year, $130,000 

was raised nationally, resulting in 
9,100 fans total. 

“It’s truly an honor to sponsor 
this program every year, and it’s 
heartening to see such generosity 
during uncertain times as these,” 
said Joe Jeffries, president and 
CEO of Westlake Ace Hardware. 

“It’s great knowing The Salvation 
Army can impact thousands of 
lives with the money raised from 
the fan drive.”

To learn more about The Salva-
tion Army’s utility assistance pro-
grams locally, visit www.salarmy-
tulsa.org.

Westlake Hardware
Sponsors the Program

GTR Media group photo

RECORD YEAR:  Nearly $6,500 was raised this year during the West-
lake Hardware Fan Drive.  In the photo fans are loaded into a Salvation 
Army truck for distribution to families in need. 

Tulsa Area United Way, Mythic Press Unveil T-shirt

RIP STELL for GTR Media Group

DAYS OF CARING T-SHIRTS:  Days of Caring T-shirts, courtesy of 
Tulsa’s Mythic Press, are designed every year as a fundraiser to help cov-
er costs related to organizing the event. Modeling the T-shirts at Mythic 
Press are, from left, the Tulsa Area United Way’s President and CEO 
Alison Anthony and Vice President of Marketing and Communications 
Krista Hemme. To order shirts, visit daysofcaring.itemorder.com/sale.

Rotary Club Names Paul Bauman President

Rotary Club of Tulsa, one of the 
largest Rotary Clubs in member-
ship in the nation, has introduced 
new incoming leadership for the 
2020-2021 year. On July 1, Paul 
Bauman became the 107th presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Tulsa.

“This has already proven to be a 
year unlike any before in the club’s 
100-plus year history, and the mot-
to of ‘service above self’ is more 
relevant now than ever,” said Bau-
man, who also serves as senior vice 

president at BancFirst. “I see this 
next year as a tremendous oppor-
tunity to bring new, diverse mem-
bership into the fold that values our 
focus on giving back to the com-
munity.”

 Bauman has served on various 
club committees over the years and 
most recently served as Member-
ship Service Director.

“Some of my favorite Rotary 
memories and highlights stem from 
being able to serve others, especial-

ly in the Tul-
sa communi-
ty along with 
so many 
other great 
community 
and business 
leaders in 
the Rotary 
Club of Tul-
sa,” Bauman 
said.

Just this 
year, the Rotary Club of Tulsa 
Foundation donated $31,000 to the 
Tulsa Area COVID-19 Response 
Fund in addition to $67,900 in 
grants given to Meals on Wheels 

of Metro Tulsa, Good Samaritan 
Health Services, A New Leaf and 
Iron Gate.

Bauman says the club will also 
continue to provide virtual meet-
ing options until regular in-person 
meetings resume, offering greater 
flexibility to its members. Meet-
ings are currently held virtually on 
the first and third Wednesday of the 
month.

“We are lucky to have Paul and 
his undeniable dedication to serv-
ing our community,” said Becky 
Fields, past president. “I can’t wait 
to see where he takes our club this 
year!”

The following is the 2020-2021 

Rotary Club of Tulsa board of direc-
tors: Paul Bauman, president; Da-
vid Wagner, vice president; Becky 
Fields, past president; Linda Brad-
shaw, chairman of the board; Tiffa-
ny Egdorf, treasurer; Tom Byers, 
long range planning; John DesBar-
res, Matthew Bristow and Forrest 
Cameron, directors-at-large; Carl 
Vincent, sergeant-at-arms; Daniel 
Gomez, club service director; Kar-
en MacCannell, community ser-
vice director; Jack McGlumphy, in-
ternational service director; Chuck 
Wilson, membership service direc-
tor; Matthew Redmond, youth ser-
vice director; and Trisha Kerkstra, 
vocational service director.

New Leader is Club’s 107th 
President, Will Serve 2020-21 Year

PAUL BAUMAN

http://cjschooluniforms.com
http://www.pawprintsltd.com
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
When you start a relationship with Central 

Bank, you’ll immediately have access to 

a community bank with comprehensive 

offerings, cutting-edge technology, and 

leading-edge banking solutions. We have  

all the tools you need to move, manage,  

and maximize your money with ease.  

Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR
Cancellations, Postponements Create a Quiet August in Tulsa

Editor’s note: With the abundance 
of cancellations and postponements 
of events in the Tulsa area, GTR 
Media Group is providing informa-
tion from various venues on their 
COVID-19 policy, and reschedul-
ing in lieu of the Central Bank of 
Oklahoma Community Calendar. 

BOK Center
In light of the ongoing COVID-19 

situation and out of an abundance 
of caution, the following events at 
BOK Center have been postponed 
or cancelled:

  • KISS – Postponed to Oct. 4
  • Harlem Globetrotters – Post-

poned, date TBA
  • Dan + Shay – Postponed, date 

TBA
  • Toby Mac – Postponed to Jan. 

14, 2021
  • Alan Jackson – Postponed to 

Feb. 6, 2021
  • Monster Jam – Cancelled
  • Smoke & Guns – Cancelled
  • Sturgill Simpson – Cancelled
  • Niall Horan – Cancelled
  • Tulsa Oilers – Remainder of 

season is cancelled
  • Justin Bieber – Postponed to 

June 17, 2021
  • Bon Jovi – Cancelled
  • Tame Impala – Postponed, date 

TBA
  • The Weeknd – Postponed to 

Aug. 21, 2021
  • The Black Crowes – Cancelled
  • Chris Stapleton – Postponed to 

Aug. 20, 2021
  • Poison – Postponed, date TBA
  • Vampire Weekend – Cancelled
  • Marco Antonio Solis – Cancelled

If an event is postponed, tickets 
will be honored for the rescheduled 
date. If an event is cancelled, tick-
ets will be automatically refunded.

Tulsa (formerly Brady) Theater
As the nation continues to 

deal with the health threats that 
COVID-19 poses, we want to keep 
you abreast of what we currently 
know about our hopes for live mu-
sic at our venues in the future.

Tickets are now available for all 
rescheduled concert dates. Many 
March, April and May 2020 events 
have already announced a future 
date which means:

A) All tickets from the previously 
scheduled date are valid – no need 
to exchange, and

B) You can now secure your GA 
or seated tickets to that resched-
uled event 

If you’ve purchased tickets to an 
event through our official venue 
or promoter websites and the Etix 
URL you’ll be informed of all post-
ponements and cancellations.

Postponements: An email is sent 
to every ticket purchaser as soon 
as we have been notified by the 
artist – you will be asked to “hold 
all tickets” until the new date is 
announced. You’ll be sent a sec-
ond email about your event with 
the new date and information – no 
need to exchange. All tickets will 
be honored.

Cancellations: An email is sent 
to every ticket purchaser as soon as 
we have been notified by the artist 
that the event is canceling. There 
will be no action required on your 
part as your refund will show up on 
your credit card statement typically 
within 48 hours of the cancellation.

For the events that are happening, 
note we will have protocol in place 
based on the CDC guidelines for 
prevention. Those guidelines are 
available at cdc.gov.

We will continue to follow the 
recommendations of our govern-
ment and health officials to keep 
you, the artists and all staff safe and 
healthy.

For more on scheduled events, 
visit www.tulsatheater.com.

Tulsa PAC
Due to COVID-19 and social dis-

tancing guidelines, the Performing 
Arts Center is currently closed. We 
are working with our presenting 
organizations to find new dates for 
any performances that are impact-
ed by this closure. Updates will be 
provided to ticket buyers as soon 
as alternative dates are secured. 
Please check the website often for 
updates.

For more on future shows at the 
PAC, see Show Buzz on page 6.

Hard Rock Casino Tulsa
We are working to bring back our 

iconic live music and entertainment 
performances, and look forward 
to announcements about bookings 
and safety measures soon. Enter-
tainment will be offered with the 
following changes:

• Limited, live entertainment will 
continue without dancing

• Dance floors will provide more 
space for recommended physical 
distancing

Seating will be reduced to allow 
for proper physical distancing

View the entertainment sched-
ule for each property by visiting 
hardrockcasinotulsa.com, or in the 
One Star Rewards mobile app.

Tulsa Library
Throughout the pandemic, the 

Tulsa City-County Library has re-
lied on data from the Tulsa Health 
Department to make decisions that 
are in the best interest of our staff, 
our customers, and our communi-
ties. We’ve learned over these four 
months that the virus spreads more 
easily indoors. To not contribute 
to the spread of COVID-19, the li-
brary’s indoor services were moved 
outdoors, to curbside. These ser-
vices include: materials and holds 
pickup, printing, faxing, 3D print-
ing capabilities, and Summer Read-
ing Program registration.

In light of the increasing COVID 
cases, we’re delaying our indoor 
services until further notice.  Please 
check tulsalibrary.org for updates.

TCCL is taking extra precautions 
to keep customers and staff safe 
during this pandemic as we work to 
reopen our buildings. All materials 
returned to our libraries are placed 
in a 72-hour quarantine before be-
ing checked in and made available 
for other customers. Hand sanitizer 
stations are available at all loca-
tions along with alcohol wipes for 
computer areas. High touch surfac-
es will also be cleaned frequently 
throughout the day.  

The library’s digital and virtual 
resources continue to be an option 
for those more comfortable staying 
home. We will continue to provide 
the many digital services, such as 
e-books and e-audiobooks; stream-
ing movies, TV and music services; 
free access to magazines and news-
papers and more. Our Ask Us tele-
phone service is also still actively 
taking calls and providing infor-
mation for our customers including 
enhanced support for accessing our 
digital services.

This is an unprecedented time 
and we are grateful for your con-
tinued support and patience. Please 
continue to monitor our website 
and social media pages for further 
information including digital pro-
gramming and activities.

Curbside holds pickup is now of-
fered at all TCCL locations during 
regular business hours. (However, 
curbside services at Central Li-
brary, Hardesty Regional Library, 
Martin Regional Library, Rudisill 
Regional Library and Zarrow Re-
gional Library will close at 8 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday.) To use curb-
side pickup, simply place an item 
on hold online and you will receive 
a notification when your hold is 
ready. You can then go to the TCCL 
location you have selected to pick 
up your item and follow instructions 
on the signage to call and notify 
staff of your arrival. Materials will  

 
be brought 

out to you. For more informa-
tion on this service or about return-
ing your items, you can contact us 
at 918-549-7323.

Extended curbside services are 
available. Copy, print and fax ser-
vices will be offered at all locations 
and 3D printing pickup service will 
be offered at select locations. 

3D printing pickup service is 
available at Central Library, Hard-
esty Regional Library, Martin Re-
gional Library, Rudisill Regional 
Library and Zarrow Regional Li-
brary. Cost for all extended curb-
side services will be applied to your 
library account. Contact AskUs for 
more details.

Starbucks at Central Library is 
currently open for walk-in service. 
Starbucks will open daily from 7 
a.m.-3 p.m. Central Library will 
remain closed.
 
ONEOK Field

FC Tulsa, Tulsa’s professional 
soccer team, has three home games 
scheduled for August: Aug, 12 vs. 
San Antonio, Aug. 19 vs.  Austin 
and Aug. 29 vs. Kansas City. Those 
games will be played at ONEOK 
Field, and tickets are available for 
limited-capacity seating. Masks 
are required when entering the 
park and walking through the con-
course, but patrons are free to en-
joy the game without a mask once 
seated.

Statement from the United Soc-
cer League: This situation with 
the COVID-19 virus continues to 
evolve daily. We remain in close 
contact with local health officials 
and our league to make sure we are 
keeping our players, coaches, staff 
and fans as safe as possible. This is 
an unprecedented time in our world 
and the safety of our community is  

 

at the forefront 
of our minds in any decision we 

make.

Gathering Place
Gathering Place is currently in 

our next phase of reopening. This 
phase includes the reopening of all 
remaining attractions and buildings 
with limited numbers of guests al-
lowed in each area. Boat rentals, 
Vista at the Boathouse Restaurant 
and the Water Maze at Mist Moun-
tain will remain temporarily closed.

The health and safety of Gath-
ering Place guests and staff is our 
top priority and we will continue 
to closely follow the recommenda-
tions from the CDC and The City 
of Tulsa. Thank you for wearing a 
mask while visiting the Park and 
for exercising social distancing.

An inherent risk of exposure to 
COVID-19 exists in any commu-
nity space where people are pres-
ent. COVID-19 is an extremely 
contagious disease that can lead to 
severe illness and death. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, senior citizens and 
guests with medical conditions are 
especially vulnerable.

By visiting Gathering Place, you 
voluntarily assume all risks related 
to exposure of COVID-19.

Gathering Place has secured the 
necessary PPE, sanitizing tools 
and stations needed for safe opera-
tion and will follow the health and 
safety guidelines recommended by 
the CDC, as well as continue to 
enforce our rigorous sanitization 
standards across the entire park.

Face Coverings are now required 
inside ONEOK Boathouse and 
Williams Lodge. 

The recovery of Tulsa is a contin-
uous effort and Gathering Place en-
courages guests to do their part in 
helping to keep the Park and other 
guests safe and healthy.     

Area Venues Announce COVID-19 Policy

http://centralbank.net
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AREA NEWS

John Sawyer of the Bixby Rotary Club Honored
By GRANT ROWL
Contributing Writer

John Sawyer was surprised at 
his Bixby Rotary Club meeting 
at Michael V’s restaurant in June 
when he was awarded the 2020 
Rotary District 6110 International 
Service Above Self Award, one of 
the most significant laurels a Ro-
tarian can receive.  

Rotary’s highest honor recog-
nizes Rotarians who demonstrate 
Rotary’s motto, Service Above 
Self, by volunteering their time 
and talents to help others. The 
award is internationally compet-
itive, and is granted to no more 
than 150 Rotarians worldwide. 
No more than one individual from 
each district each year can earn 
the prestigious honor.

Rotary District 6110 is an or-
ganization which exists solely to 
help the individual Rotary clubs 
within the District to advance the 
Object of Rotary. It is comprised 
of Rotary Clubs from northwest 
Arkansas, southwest Missouri, 
southeast Kansas and northeast 
Oklahoma. 

Sawyer has worked diligently 
through the years at his Rota-

ry Club of Bixby to help others.  
He created a Reading Partners 
Program where volunteers go to 
schools to help students learn to 
read more proficiently.  He has 
worked with the Department of 
Human Services to provide socks 
and other items of clothing for 
needy children.  This past Christ-
mas season he and his club, with 
the help of Henry Primeaux, pro-
vided 800 items of clothing for 
foster children in the area.

Sawyer is the owner of Saw-
yer-Phillips Insurance Agency 
in Tulsa. He graduated from the 
University of Missouri at Kansas 
City with a Music Education de-
gree and taught public school for 
three years and then went in the 
life insurance business followed 
by five years as a church music 
director. Sawyer married his high 
school sweetheart, Billie Kay, 50 
years ago and has two sons, two 
grandsons and two great grand-
children. He is currently president 
elect of the Rotary Club of Bixby.

Sawyer has been a Rotarian for 
11 years. “I became a Rotarian 
when a group of friends and I 
took a fishing trip to Mexico and 
became acquainted with a small 

fishing village a half mile from 
our fishing camp. One day upon 
returning from a day on the water 
fishing, we were informed that we 
had no running water. Two days 
later the water was turned back 
on. In conversations with the res-
idents of the village we realized 
this was a common occurrence 
year-round, as the water was com-
ing from another village about 10 
miles away and the pump station 
was very old and unreliable.

“Our group raised $3,000 to 
purchase two 5,000-gallon wa-
ter tanks that could be filled with 
fresh water the villagers could 
have to take back to their homes. 
When I saw the impact that one 
act had on those people, I became 
a Rotarian. 

“When I returned to my local 
Club in Bixby, I learned from El-
lis Potter that Rotary Internation-
al had an ‘Eyeglass Kit.’ This is 
a self-contained kit that can make 
up to 300 pairs of reading glasses. 
I immediately met with Ellis and 
purchased one kit and arranged 
for it to be delivered to the vil-
lage of Puerto De San Marcos, 
Mexico. A gentleman in the vil-
lage enlisted a husband and wife 
that learned to make the glasses. 
Before long 250 pairs of glasses 
were handed out. Since then we 
have supplied two more kits. As 
the word spread, people from vil-
lages all around the small village 
would just show up and ask for 
‘lenses.’

“Realizing just how much im-
pact a little bit of initiative of my 
part could have such an impact on 
so many people, I really became 
interested in the Global Grant 
process. At our PETS Conference 
last year in Ft. Smith, Arkansas, 

I met Beth Keck and she told me 
about ‘Project Fairs’ that were 
held around the world showcas-
ing local opportunities for writ-
ing Global Grants. I found one 
in Cali, Colombia and decided 
to go. There I met so many fel-
low Rotarians from around Cen-
tral America needing funding for 
their projects. I honestly had no 
idea the kind of need that is out 
there. I am currently working on 
two projects in Colombia, one is 
to get a lot of medical supplies to 
a community and the other is to 
provide matching funds to help 
feed an entire village. If success-

ful, this will impact hundreds of 
lives.”

The mission of Rotary Inter-
national is to provide service to 
others, promote integrity, and 
advance world understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through its 
fellowship of business, profes-
sional, and community leaders. 
The vision is “Together, we see a 
world where people unite and take 
action to create lasting change — 
across the globe, in our communi-
ties, and in ourselves.”

For more information about Ro-
tary District 6110, visit rotarydis-
trict6110.org.  

Bixby Breeze photo

ROTARIAN CONGRATULATIONS:  Former Rotary District 6110 
Chairman Rolf Hufnagel, left, presents the Rotary Service Above Self 
Award to Bixby Rotarian John Sawyer at a meeting of the Bixby Rotary 
Club in June.
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