
S
an Jose Police Chief Eddie
Garcia (inset) says his “fan‐
tastic ride” is coming to a close.

Garcia announced Monday,
August 3 that he will retire in
December, ending a nearly 30‐year
career at the department. Garcia
was confirmed as the chief on
March 1, 2016.

Garcia said the decision had
nothing to do with the recent civil
unrest or the coronavirus pan‐
demic. “My decision to retire has
been in the works for several
months.”  

"I came to San Jose as a young
boy from Puerto Rico, learned how
to speak English here and ulti‐
mately became chief of the 10th
largest city in the country," Gar‐

cia said in a statement. "I will for‐
ever be grateful to this City and
this Department and privileged to

have had a front row seat to watch
the amazing work of the men and
women of this department. These
nearly 30 years have been a fan‐
tastic ride.” 

“History will remember Chief
Eddie Garcia in the same way I’ve
seen him embraced at countless
community meetings: as a dynam‐
ic, exuberant leader who gave his
heart and soul to his hometown,”
said San Jose Mayor Sam Liccar‐
do. “He brought this police depart‐
ment back from the brink, rebuild‐
ing our officers’ ranks, their
morale, and most importantly,
their faith in themselves and their
mission. I wish him all the best as
he moves into this next chapter of
his life.”            See CHIEF, page 2

San Jose Police Chief to retire in December
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Proposed Santa Clara
County tax increase
due to COVID-19 
impact fails 
SEE PAGE 2

Almaden Valley
Girl Scout  
keeping WWII 
history alive  
SEE PAGE 4

AVWC marches on
Almaden Valley Women’s Club hosts 

virtual Wine Pull fundraiser
SEE PAGE 6

R E A L  E S T A T E

Home prices
jump in June 
Low inventory and 
record low interest
rates spur demand 

Santa Clara County home prices
jumped in June due to super‐scarce
inventory which drove bidding
wars and fast sales while home
sales decreased. 

The median price in June for
existing homes in Santa Clara
County rose 2.4% to $1.28 million,
according to real estate data firm
DQNews. The median sale price
in the Bay Area rose 3.4% from last
year to $925,000.

Selma Hepp, deputy chief econ‐
omist at Core‐Logic, said millen‐
nials, typically first‐time home‐
buyers in their early 30s, were the
quickest to move back into the real
estate market. 

From mid‐May, Hepp said, "the
rebound was across the board."
Record low interest rates also
expanded buyers' budgets and
enticed more people into the mar‐
ket. Interest rates dipped below 3%
for a 30‐year fixed home loan,
according to Freddie Mac.

Sellers backed off from listing
homes over health and safety con‐
cerns, agents said. Pandemic
restrictions limiting home tours
also chilled transactions during a
typically busy late spring and early
summer buying season.

Sales of existing homes in the Bay
Area dropped nearly 8% from the
previous year, but existing home
sales only fell 2.1% in Santa Clara
County.

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

C
ars pull up at a Valero station, but rather
than gas, their occupants receive some‐
thing even more essential: fresh produce,

milk and hot meals. 
Organizing and placing boxes of fresh pro‐

duce and other food into the trunks are friends
and family—some as young as 10 years old—
of Devinder Kumar and Japjot Sethi, founders
of Free Meals on Wheels. 

“The lines of cars are miles long,” Kumar
said.

Every Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m., the nonprofit distributes 750 pantry boxes
filled with fresh produce from Watsonville to
those in need at the Valero gas station on the
corner of Capitol Expy and Snell Ave. On Thurs‐
days, 1,000 boxes are distributed at an Arco
station in Richmond. 

To date, Free Meals on Wheels has provid‐
ed a combined 25,000 hot meals and 15,000
grocery boxes at their two locations said Kumar.

“There is a great need during these tough
times,” Sethi said. “We go where the need is.”

Helping feed those in need was nothing new
to Sethi, who has been serving homeless peo‐
ple for the past 20 years at Loaves and Fish‐
es Family Kitchen.

“Hunger doesn’t have a day off,” Sethi said.
“Somebody somewhere is in need of food and
we want to get to as many people as possible.” 

Along with rising unemployment rates due
to the COVID‐19 pandemic (about 2.8 million
people were unemployed statewide in June)
is an increased number of those who find it

hard to put food on the table.
“I come from a food industry and for me to

see food insecurity within our community
See MEALS, page 17

FILLING A NEED
Local nonprofit provides hundreds of meals weekly

(Left to right): Japjot Sethi and Devinder Kumar believe in making a difference, one meal at a time. 
Photo courtesy of Japjot Sethi
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Stellar sight
Richard James captured several images
which will not be seen again for more
than 6,000 years on July 18. James cap-
tured this image of the Neowise Comet
at 10 p.m. near his home at the top of
Valley View using a Sony A7rII with a
70-300 mm on a tripod with a five sec-
ond exposure at ASO 800.  Photo cour-
tesy of Richard James



Staff Report
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County’s effort to tax resi‐
dents to pay for COVID‐19 relief meas‐
ures failed after a short debate Tues‐

day, August 4.
County leaders proposed two options for

asking voters in November to approve a 5/8‐
cent sales tax to help close the county’s esti‐
mated $300 to $600 million budget deficit.
The county has spent $165.4 million so far
on its COVID‐19 response, officials said.

The first option — which required a “yes”
vote from four of the five Board of Supervi‐
sors — was a general sales tax for five years.
The second option, which would also tax res‐
idents for five years, was a special tax allo‐
cated for specific purposes. A special tax is
harder to pass at the ballot box because it
requires a two‐thirds vote from the public.

But on Tuesday, supervisors failed to gar‐
ner enough support for the general tax. Board
President Cindy Chavez and Supervisors
Susan Ellenberg and Dave Cortese voted in
favor, while Supervisors Joe Simitian and
Mike Wasserman opposed.

Ellenberg initially had expressed concern
with the tax measure last month, but shift‐
ed her stance Tuesday.

Simitian said a general sales tax hike is
regressive and it’s uncertain how the money
will be spent. He said the county’s budget
has ballooned 84% in the past seven years,
indicating out‐of‐control spending as it con‐
tinues to ask residents to pay more.

“It’s important that folks understand that
there is no guarantee that any of those funds
in a general tax would ever be used to ben‐
efit the purposes that people spoke to,” Simit‐
ian said. “That’s the nature of a general tax,
for better or for worse.”

Wasserman said the tax would further
burden struggling residents, adding it would
make Santa Clara County the highest‐taxed

county in the state. “The idea of adding more
to the cost‐of‐living in Santa Clara County is
not something I want to support,” he said.

After the failure of general sales tax, Chavez
killed the vote on the special tax citing con‐
cerns about garnering two‐thirds support
from voters.

Chavez criticized the board for support‐
ing a tax to keep Caltrain alive — which has
a majority of riders who earn more than
$100,000 a year, she said — while failing to
help poor people and people of color strug‐
gling amid the pandemic.

“The people who rebound the least are
the communities who need us the most,”
Chavez said. “… I’d like to head off as much
of the suffering as we possibly can… I don’t
think the cavalry is coming. I think we are the
cavalry.”

Many spoke in favor of letting voters decide
if they should tax themselves to help patch
up the deficit.

“I don’t really like sales taxes, but we don’t
have a lot of choices,” said Steve Eckert, CEO
of the Alum Rock Counseling Center. “These
extraordinary times cause us to consider
every measure possible… right now, we can’t
afford to take any revenue options off the
table.”

County Executive Jeff Smith warned super‐
visors that layoffs are on the horizon with‐
out an additional revenue stream.

“We’re fronting a lot of these (COVID‐19)
costs with general fund revenue,” Smith said.

Despite the failed general tax measure,
Cortese made a last‐minute effort to revive
talks for the special tax to no avail.

“I feel like we need to do something because
we know what’s coming,” Cortese said.
“What’s being put out there in terms of the
time limitation is very reasonable. I think
the public would want the opportunity to
do something about (the recession) them‐
selves.”
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Chief
Continued from page 1

San Jose City Councilmember Johnny
Khamis said Garcia was a fantastic chief
and is sad to see him leave, calling him a
trusted and respected leader. “He came

into a department that needed a lot of help
and a lot of reforms, and he was able to be
that person,” Khamis said. “He was in charge
of a lot of change at the city – things that
we could be proud of.”

Liccardo said the city will conduct a
nationwide search for a new police chief. 

Board of Supervisors President Cindy Chavez killed the vote on the special tax citing concerns about
garnering two-thirds support from voters. Photo by Luke Johnson

Santa Clara County 
COVID-19 tax plan fails
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Madeline Clare Ahmann

Almaden resident
honored on the
Dean's List at 
Baylor University

M
adeline Clare Ahmann of
Almaden Valley, attend‐
ing Diana R. Garland

School of Social Work, has been
named to the Dean’s List at Bay‐
lor University.

Students honored on the Dean's
List are Baylor undergraduates
with a minimum semester grade‐
point average of 3.7 with no grade
lower than a "C" while enrolled in
a minimum of 12 graded semes‐
ter hours.

As a national Christian research
university, Baylor's mission is to
educate students for worldwide
leadership and service by inte‐
grating academic excellence and
Christian commitment in a caring
community. 

Baylor provides numerous aca‐
demic and research opportunities
across various disciplines through
127 baccalaureate programs in
fields as varied as business, engi‐
neering, nursing, pre‐medicine,
music and computer science, along
with 78 master's programs, 46
doctoral programs (including the
J.D.) and two education specialist
programs.

By William Bellou
Publisher

G
irl Scout Marissa is keeping
history alive with a project
she is working on to obtain

her Gold Award by educating the
public on Japanese and Japanese
American internment during
WWII. 

The Gold Award is the highest
award presented by the Girl Scouts
which requires more than 80 hours
of work and leadership on a proj‐
ect that helps the community and
has sustainability. 

Marissa, a senior at Leland High
School in Almaden, is a fourth gen‐
eration Japanese American. Her
maternal family came to America
from Japan in 1923, while her
paternal family emigrated from
Japan to Peru. 

“My dad came to America in
1988 as an engineer, learning Eng‐
lish as his third language after
Spanish and Japanese,” said Maris‐
sa. “As a child, we would always
visit my grandma, whose house
was filled with interesting heir‐
looms. She would show us ancient
tomes, detailing hundreds of years
of Japanese history in beautiful
kanji and woodblock prints (ukiyo‐
e), or intricately decorated stones
that her mother made as a young
girl. I loved hearing her stories,
and as I watched the excitement
light up her face, I realized that all

along she had been trying to share
our history for years to uninter‐
ested family and friends.” 

The joy I saw on her face as she
found someone who was inter‐
ested in her stories made me real‐
ize that America is slowly losing
important parts of its history, and
that because of that, problems of
the past are resurfacing and dis‐
crimination is becoming more evi‐
dent.

So, for my Gold Award, I decid‐
ed to educate the public on Japan‐
ese and Japanese American intern‐
ment during WWII and how Angel
Island, an island in San Francisco
Bay, fit into the narrative. By pre‐
serving this important part of not
just American history, but also Bay
Area history, I want to ensure that
something like this never happens
again. 

Marissa teamed up with the
Angel Island Immigration Station
Foundation to locate, contact, and
interview five living descendants
of the Japanese who were interned
at Angel Island during WWII. 

“I received a list of internees
from Angel Island during WWII,
and then, using Ancestry.com, I
searched names I randomly select‐
ed,” Marissa said. “Going off of obit‐
uaries, I was able to find their liv‐
ing descendants, and using
Whitepages, I found potential
addresses. I then sent handwrit‐

ten letters to each address explain‐
ing my project. Some families were
harder to locate, so I posted the list
around the Japantown communi‐
ty, since many who were incar‐
cerated were from Orange Coun‐
ty, and their families stayed here
after being released.” 

Marissa placed an announce‐
ment about her project in the San
Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin
newsletter and also coordinated
weekly announcements made dur‐
ing each service. Some individuals
came forward as they recognized
their names on the list (Angel
Island held many internees from
the San Jose area and Hawaii).

“I interviewed the
descendants that I got
in contact with, in per‐
son or by email, and
published their sto‐
ries on the Angel
Island Immigrant Voic‐
es website (www.
immigrant‐voices.
aiisf.org),” Marissa
said. “Their genuine
happiness at the
preservation of their
history and the inter‐
est it was garnering
in others warmed my
heart and I knew I had
to pursue this further.
I’m currently using
this information to
design four unique

retractable banners, turning these
stories and the history of Japan‐
ese and Japanese American intern‐
ment into a professional traveling
exhibit for Angel Island that will
visit museums and historic sites all
over the country for years to come.”

To truly make an impact, Maris‐
sa had to take her project to a new
level. She is currently leading two
40‐minute weekly webinars – one
pertaining to Japanese internment
and Angel Island, and the other
concentrating on internment in
Hawaii and the development of the
442nd Regiment ‐‐ for youth and
adults. The webinar highlights how
the problems of the past are still
prevalent today, with the death of
George Floyd and similar incidents.
If you would like to learn more or
sign up for my informational webi‐
nars, please visit: www.maris‐
sa g o l d a w a r d . w i x s i t e . c o m /
mysite‐1 

“By explaining how to take
action and eradicate this social
injustice, I can make sure that
everyone has an opportunity to
learn from the lesson applicable to
their own lives,” Marissa said. “I
refuse to let my generation con‐
tinue with their eyes on the ground,
impervious to the consequences
of staying silent. I am proud to be
a teen leader, keeping history alive
in the minds of the youth and mak‐
ing a difference, one person at a
time.”

Almaden Girl Scout keeping WWII history alive

Marissa is pictured with Grant Din, a volunteer at Angel Island who has done
extensive research on Japanese American internment. He assisted Marissa with
her research and creating the exhibit. 

Pictured is an exhibit from Angel Island. The Angel Island Immigration Station served as an
entry point for immigration on the west coast from 1910 to 1940.



By Aroshi Ghosh
Special to the Times

O
n June 16, 2020, in the wake of the
Black Lives Matter protests across the
country, a manifesto named “Leland

Do Better” was circulated in the Nextdoor
forum and other community sites. 

The document was created by a couple of
African American students from Leland High
School (who pre‐
ferred to remain anon‐
ymous) and summa‐
rized various exam‐
ples of racist and sex‐
ist behavior that they
and other students of
color had encoun‐
tered on campus and
the apathy of the
Leland administra‐
tion and staff to take
any meaningful action
in response.

The goal was to
hold the school and
the community ac‐
countable. The stu‐
dents wanted to ex‐
pose the complacen‐
cy of the Almaden

community to matters of race, including a
persistent refusal to acknowledge uncon‐
scious biases and microaggressions that were
pervasive among the student body. Howev‐
er, when the manifesto was initially broad‐
casted on Nextdoor, the post was received
with widespread disbelief by many members,
who tried to discredit the veracity of the infor‐
mation, and forced the moderators to remove

it from the forum. Personal stories are always
the hardest to share, yet even though these
students of color had taken on the burden to
document the incidents, it was summarily
dismissed in a bid to cover up the problems
that are embedded in our society today.

While the manifesto made many people
uncomfortable and aroused a lot of emotions
within the community, it did energize some
members to organize a virtual panel discus‐
sion. The panel was open to the public and
aimed to amplify the voices of colored peo‐
ple by enabling them to speak up about their
experiences so that the community could edu‐
cate themselves, hold each other accountable,

and initiate change from within.
It can be safely said that Almaden is a bub‐

ble — an affluent, sheltered suburb, where it
is hard for us to acknowledge an alternative
reality that may exist for minorities or peo‐
ple of color within the same community.
Therefore, it is important for us to encour‐
age a spirit of inclusion through dialogue and
conversations, the first step of which is an
acknowledgment that problems exist within
the community when it comes to race rela‐
tions.

The speaker panel consisted of four Leland
Alumni, who have since graduated. They
included Hannah Lee (Class of 2019); Vineet
Byakod (Class of 2020); Mira Karthik (Class
of 2020); and Sathvik Nair (Class of 2016).
The moderator was Ms. Rajni Navin Chander
and the forum was attended by 33 commu‐
nity members.

Vineet Byakod emphasized that discussing
racism is imperative at this historical junc‐
ture within our small community of Almaden
because ultimately we are (whether we like
it or not) also part of the larger historical
events that have overtaken our country. We
can no longer afford to have a tunnel vision
and refuse to acknowledge what is happen‐
ing at our doorstep because racism matters
and there are consequences to actions. Many
colleges have now started taking steps and
rescinded admissions for racist social media
posts.

In their opening remarks, the panelists sum‐
marized the student experiences that were
documented in the manifesto. These includ‐
ed the casual use of the “n” word and stereo‐
typing students of color due to appearances, 

See DO BETTER, page 8
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Leland do better
A manifesto to combat racist microaggressions
in our schools and community

Flyer for the panel discussion that was held virtu-
ally due to COVID-19 concerns.

A partial screenshot of “Leland Do Better” manifesto opening statements.



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 6 n ALMADEN TIMES n AUGUST 7 - 20, 2020

Times Community News

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he Almaden Valley Women’s Club host‐
ed its first virtual event on Thursday, July
23 in the form of a “Wine Pull.” 

The event was hosted via a Zoom call and
featured wines from various vineyards who
normally are part of the annual Almaden Art
and Wine Festival.

“We had to cancel the Festival this year due
to the pandemic,” says Beth Swartz, VP of
Fundraising for the club. “But we still have non‐
profit organizations that rely on our grant
money each year so we needed to come up
with a new plan.”

Fantastic creative virtual fundraiser event
The Wine Pull attracted over 30 attendees

who registered to randomly win a bottle of
wine. The attendees all logged in to the event
via Zoom and watched as wheel spun, deter‐
mining which bottle of wine they would win.
Lisa Boissier, board member of the Almaden
Valley Women’s Cub, was the host. She spent
14 years with J Lohr and is a Certified Special‐
ist of Wine. Lisa introduced each wine before
the wheel spun, explaining the various grapes
involved, regions and gave some overall deep‐
er knowledge of the wines. After Lisa described
a wine, she’d spin the wheel and the winner
would be announced.  This brought great excite‐
ment to the fundraiser. 

The program also featured two of the 2019
grant recipients. Jake’s Wish Rescue and Days
for Girls were both featured during the event
showcasing just two examples of organizations
who have received funds from the Almaden
Valley Women’s Club.

After the event, participants had their wine
delivered to their homes along with a limited
edition Virtual Event Series wine glass. “We
wanted to continue our tradition of a wine glass
plus we’d already started the logo contest before
the shutdown,” says Beth. “Once we made this
decision, Jackie Jones generously agreed to
sponsor the glass”. In addition to support from
Jackie Jones, the Almaden Valley Women’s Club
also received help from PremierOne Credit
Union plus the Almaden Times. 

The Wine Pull isn’t the only fundraiser for
the club; the group is also hoping to raise funds
with sales of the limited edition wine glasses
plus an ongoing donation drive happening now
through the end of September. To order the
glasses, interested parties can visit the Almaden
Valley Women’s Club website at: www.
almadenwomen.org and navigate to the ‘Mem‐
bers Section’ where glasses can be ordered
through PayPal. The donation drive is featured
on the main page of the website.

“There’s no Festival this year but that does‐
n’t mean we can find new ways to continue to
help our community,” says Beth.

Almaden Valley Women’s Club
hosts Wine Pull Fundraiser

Lisa Boissier, Wine Pull host, brought her 14 years’
experience with JLohr Winery as the host of the
women’s club Wine Pull. Participants in the Wine Pull enjoying Lisa’s descriptions and watching the wheel spin.

Above, right: Almaden Valley Women’s Club members prepare to deliver the wine and glasses to participants.
L to r: Andreana Popovich, Kim Nelson, Sharon Danahar, Rebecca Stene, Wendy Fisher, and Beth Swartz.
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Do Better
Continued from page 5
food, and fashion preferences associated with
their ethnicities. While it was acknowledged
that most people were subject to biases, the
importance of being watchful in our behaviors
to prevent hurtful racial encounters was empha‐
sized. The manifesto struck a chord among
many students of color because the personal
narratives reminded them of their own iden‐
tity crisis as they had navigated their student
lives. It was pointed out that the instances
described in the document have been perva‐

sive at the school over many years, but have
been noted only recently. While the panelists
acknowledged the great academic experiences
at Leland, they also recounted incidents when
they felt embarrassed about their culture and
the subsequent desire to suppress the ethnic
aspects of their identity due to peer pressure.

It was painful to hear some of the panelists’
anecdotal accounts of “curry jokes” to which
they were subjected to for the hot lunches they
carried to school as opposed to the brown bags
of peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Sathvik
Nair recounted an incident when he was asked
to identify if he was a “bow and arrow Indian”
or a “dot and feather Indian”. Interestingly, the
perpetrators of these microaggressions were
not limited to White students but were nor‐
malized by many other students as well, who
wanted to fit in by appropriating cultural norms
that they deemed “cooler”.

The format of the discussion was designed
to engage the audience on several fronts, that
included:

(i) Identifying “overt” and “covert” racism
Overt racism refers to socially unacceptable

behavior like lynching, dressing up in Ku Klux
Klan paraphernalia, or using the “n” word, and
so on; Covert racism refers to behaviors, that
are socially acceptable and often manifesta‐

tions of our subconscious biases.
(ii) How covert racism manifests itself in

the community
Covert racism manifests itself in our schools

through a Eurocentric curriculum that does
not adequately capture the experiences of peo‐
ple of color and a “school to prison” pipeline
that results in predominantly Brown and Black
students to be at the mercy of the juvenile crim‐
inal justice system. Covert racism manifests
itself through individual behaviors due to prej‐
udices and negative stereotypes of people of
color and includes denying our own privilege,
the existence of racism, and microaggressions.
Covert racism also manifests itself through our
society due to unfair hiring practices and a
refusal to acknowledge the inequities within
institutions like the healthcare system or edu‐
cation.

The panelists clarified how using slogans like
“ALL LIVES MATTER” was started by White
supremacist groups to drown out the struggle
of people of color, when the BLM movement
was initially started.

The discussion concluded with the panel
highlighting some of the steps people can take
to be an antiracist. In many cases, displays of
racism are usually a result of ignorance or a
lack of awareness. Therefore, listening to other
people’s experiences and having uncomfort‐
able conversations is an important way to find
common ground. We must educate ourselves
and be proactive in engaging minority students
and make them feel welcome and our efforts
must go beyond organizing heritage day events
at school.

Editor’s note: Those wishing to read the entire
“Leland do better” manifesto can do so by doing
a web search.   
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The discussion concluded with the
panel highlighting some of the
steps people can take to be an
antiracist. In many cases, displays
of racism are usually a result of
ignorance or a lack of awareness. 
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M
ackenzie Meyer (right)
of Almaden Valley
participated in Mc‐

Daniel College's Student‐Fac‐
ulty Collaborative Summer
Research Program. 

Meyer, who is majoring in
Biology, collaborated virtu‐
ally on the mechanics in
cypriniform fishes, which
includes goldfish, minnows,
and carps with Katie Staab, associate pro‐
fessor of biology at McDaniel. 

The research is comparing the kine‐
matics of feeding in different ornamental
varieties of goldfish. Examining goldfish
without dorsal fins, goldfish with pro‐
truding eyes, and varieties with a wen ‐ a
tumor‐like growth on their heads ‐ Meyer

asked if these anatomical
traits affect the function of
the jaws and suction feeding.

Students were able to uti‐
lize high‐speed videos to ask
questions about animal
movement as well as quanti‐
fy distances and timings of
fish feeding by clicking on
anatomical landmarks in each
frame.

Meyer, who graduated from Pioneer
High School, is a member of the McDaniel
College Women’s Cross Country Team.
At Pioneer, Meyer was Valedictorian, and
a member of the National Honors Socie‐
ty, California Scholarship Foundation,
Red Cross Club, and the Dead Poets’ Soci‐
ety. 

Mackenzie Meyer participates in McDaniel College 
Student-Faculty Collaborative Summer Research Program

Fauci suggests the
possibility of wearing
goggles or face shield

Dr. Anthony Fauci is suggesting that Amer‐
icans should consider wearing goggles or a
face shield in order to prevent spreading or
catching COVID‐19.

The nation's top infectious disease expert
told ABC News Chief Medical Correspon‐
dent Dr. Jennifer Ashton during an Instagram
Live conversation. Fauci said that wearing
goggles and eye or face shields are "not uni‐

versally recommended" at this time, "but if
you really want to be complete, you should
probably use it if you can."

“If you have goggles or an eye shield, you
should use it,” Fauci said. When asked if
we're going to get to a point where eye pro‐
tection is recommended, Fauci responded,
“It might, if you really want perfect protec‐
tion of the mucosal surfaces.”

“You have mucosa in the nose, mucosa in
the mouth, but you also have mucosa in the
eye,” he continued. “Theoretically, you
should protect all the mucosal surfaces. So
if you have goggles or an eye shield you
should use it.”



M
ayor Sam Liccardo released the next stage of his
comprehensive plan for police reform in San José
on Thursday, July 30.  

In his official proposal to City Council, Mayor Liccardo,
joined by Vice Mayor Charles "Chappie" Jones, Coun‐

cilmember Lan Diep (D‐4) and Councilmember Magdale‐
na Carrasco (D‐5), proposed speeding up the adoption and
implementation of reforms that will provide more over‐
sight of the police department, strengthen the investiga‐
tive authority of the Independent Police Auditor (IPA), and

unveil a new proposal to provide more accountability to
the public.   

“We have promised concrete, substantial and expedient
reforms to how the San José Police Department operates
including the amount of transparency and accountability

to the elected leadership of
the city and the communi‐
ty as a whole,” said Mayor
Liccardo. “The reforms that
will be considered in Coun‐
cil on August 11 are one
more step in living up to that
promise.”

“Now that Council has
returned to session, we have
an opportunity to roll up
our sleeves and commence
this work,” added Mayor
Liccardo.

The highlights are:
1. Starting the process to

move investigations of
police misconduct from
SJPD’s Internal Affairs (IA)
to the Independent Police
Auditor. 

2. Tasking the City Attor‐
ney, IPA, and City Manager
to provide Council with spe‐
cific recommendations to
reform the arbitration
process. 

3. A plan to engage the
community, with the sup‐
port of experts, consultants,
and research to:

a. Publicly review use of
force policy in the Duty Man‐
ual, and explore potential
reforms.

b. Reimagine public safe‐
ty response, such as by sup‐
planting SJPD response to
many non‐criminal matters
with civilian response.

c. Examine how and
whether to mandate expe‐
dited public disclosure of
body‐worn camera footage
of incidents of substantial
public concern,  such as
major protests or contro‐
versial uses of force. 

This set of revisions fol‐
low several proposed
reforms that are already
scheduled for City Council
consideration in August,
including the expansion of
IPA authority and a ban on
the deployment of rubber
bullets.

The memo to Council, the
official vehicle to introduce
proposals to the legislative
process, outlines several key
initiatives that, once imple‐
mented by Council, will
begin to help change the tra‐
jectory of the San José Police
Department and its inter‐
actions with the com‐
munity.
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Mayor Liccardo releases proposed next stage for police reform
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By Adam F. Hutton
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
an Jose City Council candidate Jenny
Higgins Bradanini tested positive for
benzodiazepine, a class of medication

sometimes prescribed for anxiety and insom‐
nia, after she killed a pedestrian with her SUV
in Los Gatos last year, according
to documents charging her with a
felony.

Patients who are prescribed
tranquilizers are warned not to
drive because the drugs are known
to make people drowsy, weak and
dizzy.

The documents obtained by San
José Spotlight — including the
results of Higgins Bradanini’s
blood toxicology report — were
provided in response to a public
records request to the Superior
Court of California County of Santa
Clara, where she now faces the
charge of vehicular manslaughter
with gross negligence, as first
reported by San Jose Inside.

The maximum penalty for that
crime is six years in a state prison.

Higgins Bradanini finished third
in the March primary election for
the open District 10 seat on the
City Council.

A phone message left for Higgins Bradani‐
ni’s lawyer on Tuesday was not returned.

Among the charging documents is a
detailed police report including witness state‐
ments from other drivers who stopped to
help and call 911.

A report from the Los Gatos‐Monte Sereno
Police Department says Higgins Bradanini
was “lying on the sidewalk… in the fetal posi‐
tion crying hysterically” when investigators
arrived at the scene of the crash on Blossom
Hill Road near the intersection of Cherry Blos‐
som Lane on the morning of Dec. 16, 2019.

An off‐duty captain in the San Jose Fire
Department who was driving in the area
stopped and, after determining the pedes‐
trian was dead, tried to comfort Higgins
Bradanini as she laid wailing on the con‐
crete. Another witness told police she saw
Higgins Bradanini swerving in her Land
Rover — and nearly called 911 to report an
intoxicated driver — just before the activist
and City Council hopeful killed 66‐year‐old
Timothy Starkey of Santa Cruz.

After she composed herself, Higgins
Bradanini told police at the scene she had
left City Hall earlier that day to go to her
doctor’s office and was headed to a nearby
pharmacy in Los Gatos to pick up a pre‐
scription, according to the report. But, police
say, she could not remember whether she
had tried to stop the car before she hit Starkey
or what she was doing just before the crash.

“I don’t remember what I was doing, I
don’t know,” she told police.

“I don’t know what I did,” Higgins Bradani‐
ni continued, according to the incident report.
“I know I killed him, it’s all my fault.”

“Am I going to jail?” she asked the officer
on the scene.

The officer conducting the interview reas‐

sured her that he was just trying to “figure
out what happened,” the report says. Police
eventually took Higgins Bradanini back to
the station to continue the interview “away
from the traumatic scene,” the report says.
But before they left, she said something that
raised concerns she might be suicidal.

“I don’t even want to live,” she said at the
scene, according to the incident report.

Later, back at the station, police asked her
directly if she was feeling suicidal.

“I took somebody’s life by accident,” Hig‐
gins Bradanini said. “I don’t know how you
get past that.”  “I’m not suicidal,” she added.
“I just don’t want to be here. I just don’t know
how I can live anymore.”

According to the police report, Higgins
Bradanini did not display signs of alcohol
intoxication, but was unable to clearly
describe her actions before the collision, had
memory loss, trouble focusing and articu‐
lating her thoughts, or answering simple
questions.

She claimed she may have been taking off
her jacket before the collision happened, but
insisted she was not on her phone.

Starkey died immediately on impact, suf‐
fering from head and torso injuries. The
report said he was at a friend’s house hang‐
ing up Christmas lights.

Timothy Lundell, an attorney represent‐
ing Starkey’s widow and children, told San
José Spotlight his death was “a crushing blow
for the family.”

“They are satisfied that it was a thorough
investigation by police,” Lundell said. “But
the family feels like they are the only ones
to have suffered and they are eager for a fair
resolution.”

“Tim was a fantastic guy,” said Lundell, who
is also a family friend.

Higgins Bradanini was charged on July 14
and a warrant was issued for her arrest, but
it is unclear when the court will begin hear‐
ing the charges.

Contact Adam F. Hutton at afhutton.sjspot‑
light@gmail.com or follow @adamfhutton
on Twitter.

San Jose council candidate was on 
prescription drugs before deadly crash

Photo courtesy of Jenny Higgins Bradanini's campaign.
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DRE#00444571
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Stay Safe and Healthy. We Will 
All Get Through This Together.

O
n Friday, August 7th at 8:30 a.m.
Sacred Heart Community Service
in San Jose will begin distributing

thousands of backpacks filled with school
supplies to local families as part of their
annual ‘Pack A Back’ campaign. 

The economic downturn related to the
COVID‐19 pandemic and the shift to dis‐
tance learning this fall has created an
unprecedented need for these supplies.
This year Sacred Heart has registered
more than 3,800 children to receive free
backpacks and school supplies which is
500 more than last year.    

‘Pack‐A‐Back’ is made possible thanks
to Sacred Heart’s generous community
members.  Hundreds of local communi‐

ty members, several schools, businesses,
and churches have already started shar‐
ing, but Sacred Heart needs to raise an
additional $95,000.00 to ensure every
child can get the supplies they need this
fall.

There are many ways people can sup‐
port this campaign including making a
financial donation, volunteering, organ‐
izing a school supplies drive, or pur‐
chasing items on the organization’s Ama‐
zon “Wishlist.”    

When coronavirus shut down nearly
everything in March, Sacred Heart had to
redesign all of its programs to ensure
health and safety while remaining open
for their most vulnerable neighbors.

Sacred Heart is pivoting to multiple dis‐
tribution days (August 7th, 10th, 11th,
12th) from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and “no
contact” (touchless) home deliveries for
families who cannot come to the distri‐
bution days for health reasons.    

In addition to donations, Sacred Heart
is also looking for volunteers to help with
backpack distribution.   

Those interested in volunteering can
get involved by emailing: volunteers@
sacredheartcs.org. For more information
regarding Pack A Back 2020, visit:
www.sacredheartcs.org/pab   

Editor’s note: Sacred Heart Community
Service is located at: 1381 S. First Street,
San Jose, CA.  

Sacred Heart seeks support in effort to
meet unprecedented need for its annual
school supply giveaway program

There are many ways people can support this cam-
paign including making a financial donation, volunteering,
organizing a school supplies drive, or purchasing items
on the organization’s Amazon “Wishlist.”
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SJ Mayor Sam Liccardo
sues to count 
undocumented 
immigrants in census

In an unusual move, San Jose Mayor Lic‐
cardo is a named plaintiff in a lawsuit against
President Trump.

Liccardo said he has personally joined
the City of San José and other concerned
jurisdictions and individuals to stop Pres‐
ident Donald Trump from excluding undoc‐
umented residents from being counted in
the 2020 census — a violation of the Con‐
stitution. 

“In San José, and under the U.S. Consti‐
tution, everyone counts,” Mayor Liccardo
said. “The explicit promise of the 14th
Amendment that apportionment rely upon
the ‘counting of the whole number of per‐
sons in each State’ does not countenance
or allow the disregard of any one ‘person,’
as the White House seeks. It is astounding
that 132 years after we wiped the abhor‐
rent “three‐fifths” clause from Article I of
our U.S. Constitution, and as our nation
yearns for racial equity, we have a Presi‐
dential Administration seeking to return to
the days prior to the passage of the 14th
Amendment.”

On July 21, 2020 President Trump direct‐
ed the secretary of commerce to statistically
manipulate the completed 2020 census
count to exclude undocumented immigrants
living in the country from being considered
for purposes of calculating the number of
representatives to Congress from the var‐
ious states.

The lawsuit was filed Wednesday, July
29, 2020 in San José by the City of San José,
the Black Alliance for Just Immigration
(BAJI), King County (Washington), Arling‐
ton County (Virginia), and individual plain‐
tiffs Sam Liccardo, Zerihoun Yilma, and
Lovette Kargbo‐Thompson—alleges that
the president’s memorandum violates the
Census Act, the Enumeration Clause of Arti‐
cle 1 of the U.S. Constitution, and the Equal
Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment
to the Constitution.

Receive 10 free trees
by joining Arbor Day 
Foundation in August 

Spruce up your landscape by joining the
Arbor Day Foundation in August.

Everyone who joins the Arbor Day Foun‐
dation with a $10 donation will receive 10
free Norway spruce trees or 10 white flow‐
ering dogwood trees through the Founda‐
tion’s Trees for America campaign.

The trees will be shipped postpaid
between October 15 and December 10,
depending on the right time for planting in
each member’s area. The 6‐ to 12‐inch trees
are guaranteed to grow or they will be
replaced free of charge.

“Norway spruce trees truly provide year‐
round beauty for any landscape,” said Matt
Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day
Foundation. “White flowering dogwood
trees will add color and beauty to your yard
throughout the year, with their showy spring

flowers, scarlet autumn foliage, and red
berries that attract songbirds in the winter.”

New members of the Arbor Day Foun‐
dation will also receive The Tree Book,
which includes information about tree plant‐
ing and care, and a subscription to Arbor
Day, the Foundation’s bimonthly publication.

To receive the free Norway spruce trees,
join online at arborday.org/august or send
a $10 membership contribution by August
31 to: Ten Free Norway Spruces, or Ten
Free White Dogwood, Arbor Day Founda‐
tion, 211 N 12th St., Lincoln, NE 68508.

County Supervisors
approve placing 
Caltrain sales tax on
November ballot

The Santa Clara County Board of Super‐
visors on Tuesday, August 4 unanimously
voted to approve putting an eighth‐cent
sales tax on the November 3 ballot to fund
Caltrain.

Supporters believe the tax is crucial for

the rail agency to survive its current finan‐
cial downfall due to the Covid pandemic.
Caltrain normally receives 70 percent of its
operating funds from passenger fares. 

The tax measure must win two‐thirds
approval at the ballot box. The proposed
sales tax ballot measure is estimated to
yield more than $100 million a year for Cal‐
train.

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors
president Cindy Chavez said it is essential
to fund Caltrain for climate protection and
traffic mitigation.

Times Community



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 14 n ALMADEN TIMES n AUGUST 7 - 20, 2020

Please support our advertisers! They make
the ALMADEN TIMES possible.

ADT
Almaden Law

Almaden Senior Association
Almaden Valley Women’s Club

Alvco Services Plumbing
Anderson’s Windows

Shawn Ansari – Compass Real Estate
Atria Senior Living

Susan Boerner – Compass Real Estate
Madeline & Mark Chiavetta – Coldwell Banker

Rich Crowley – BH&G Ventura Barnett
HelpYouSellOnline2020@gmail.com
Jim Higgins – BH&G Ventura Barnett

Inogen
Jackie Jones – Coldwell Banker

Guaranteed Life Insurance
Kindercare
Leaf Filter

Little Orchard Self Storage
National Debt Relief

Omaha Steaks
Physician’s Dental Insurance

Linda Salah - BH@G Ventura Barnett
Spa Therapy

State Farm Olseen Insurance
Therese Swan – Compass Real Estate

Tomlinson Kitchen and Bath

Times Community News

By Katie Lauer
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

P
aid rent, a full stomach and freedom to
pursue her dreams: that’s what Santa
Clara County’s new Basic Income Pro‐

gram means for Nayeli Grano, one of the 72
foster youth who have already started receiv‐
ing funds.

As a 23‐year‐old sociology student transi‐
tioning out of the foster care system, Granco
said she can now breathe easier knowing the
money will not only help her survive and
stay off the streets – especially in the increas‐
ingly expensive Bay Area – but also enjoy
life.

“UBI (Universal Basic Income) is the least
that we can do for our community to sur‐
vive,” Grano said Monday. “UBI represents
the happiness and stress‐free mindset that
people can have, because after paying for
their basic needs, they finally have some cents
left over to go out and have fun – you know,
live a little.”

Santa Clara County’s program is the first
in the nation to provide unconditional $1,000
monthly payments to foster youth between
21 to 24 years old who are struggling to find
housing and jobs. The program runs from June
2020 to May 2021.

The payments were unanimously approved
in May, after being fast‐tracked from a com‐
mittee in December. Supervisor Dave
Cortese, who first introduced the propos‐
al, said the timing couldn’t be better with
the ongoing pandemic, which has exacer‐
bated issues of homelessness, immigration
and child welfare.

But the veteran lawmaker and state Sen‐
ate candidate said the program isn’t a hand‐
out, especially as these “children of the coun‐

ty” will maintain the autonomy on how to
spend the money.

“They’re not a charity case. It’s our obli‐
gation to (help),” Cortese said. “That is the
beauty of the UBI program: we are saying be
empowered, make your decisions, invest in
your life.”

Dr. Sandhya Hermon, a deputy director in
the county’s Social Services Agency, said this
population often has limited access to sup‐
port systems, which can lead to lower edu‐
cational achievements and unstable finances
in the future.

According to Talk Poverty, 150 young peo‐
ple age out of the foster care system in Santa
Clara County annually and 90% of foster
youth across California don’t have any source
of income when they transition out. San Jose
nonprofit Razing the Bar, which provides
mentorship and housing support services to
foster youth, said 45% of the homeless pop‐
ulation under the age of 25 spent time in the
foster system.

Cortese said the year‐long program is a
much‐needed investment into the local com‐
munity. He said the UBI program’s funds will
most likely go directly into schools and cash
registers across the county — helping oth‐
ers prosper, too.

“Most of the time if you want to do funda‐
mental change, you are challenged by the
fact that the status quo is almost unmovable,
but when it fails so drastically as it’s failing
before our eyes, you’re way ahead of the
game,” stated Gisèle Huff, president of The
Gerald Huff Fund for Humanity. “Every sin‐
gle instance of (universal basic income) is just
another tile, and it’s worth investing in or
participating in, because it’s part of the big‐
ger picture.”

From left, Nayeli Grano and Dave Cortese spoke recently about Santa Clara County's basic income
program, which will provide monthly payments to young adults transitioning out of the foster care sys-
tem. Photo by Katie Lauer

Santa Clara County foster youth
begin receiving universal basic
income at $1,000 monthly 
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Providing flood protection
through the stream 
maintenance program and
Adopt-A-Creek Program

By Linda J. LeZotte
Valley Water Board of Directors

A
s part of Valley Water’s mission to
provide flood protection for our com‐
munities, we are con‐

tinuously preparing for the
possibility of flooding. We must
regularly keep our streams and
creeks well maintained to han‐
dle the rainy season and pro‐
tect the many species of
wildlife that live there.

Valley Water’s primary flood
prevention efforts are per‐
formed annually under the
Stream Maintenance Program
(SMP). The SMP work kicked
off on June 15 and will con‐
tinue through Oct. 15. We will
work at over 30 different loca‐
tions throughout Santa Clara
County that we've identified
as critical flood protection projects. This
work is necessary to help reduce the impact
of flooding if we are hit with sudden down‐
pours that could overwhelm our waterways,
causing them to overflow into our streets
and homes. The program is also intended
to improve wildlife habitat by removing
invasive plants, trash and debris.

Some of the work performed during the
SMP includes removing build‐up of rocks
that restrict the flow of water, cutting over‐
grown weeds, trimming trees, planting
native plants, stabilizing creek banks that
have eroded, and clearing trash and debris.

Several projects are scheduled to take
place in District 4 in San Jose:

• Planting native plants that benefit the
ecosystem and provide wildlife habitat along

areas of Alamitos Creek and Guadalupe
Creek.

• Removal of invasive plants that spread
aggressively, damages the homes of wildlife,
and pose an increased risk of flooding and
fire danger at Guadalupe River from Blos‐
som Hill Road to Branham Lane.

• Removal of vegetation to help restore
water flow at various parts of Alamitos
Creek, Golf Creek, Greystone Creek, and
Guadalupe Creek.

While most of the work takes
place during the summer,
stream maintenance is a year‐
round effort. However, we
can't do it alone. Join us and
be stewards of the environ‐
ment and protect our creeks
and streams by participating
in our Adopt‐A‐Creek Program.
Our partners adopt a creek,
monitor trash and commit to
at least two cleanups a year.

We encourage you to start
the process now to adopt a
creek near you. Cleanup sup‐
plies are provided free of
charge. To learn more, visit

www.valleywater.org/learning‐
center/adopt‐creek.

Let's work together and continue to do
our part in protecting our communities and
keeping our families safe. If you notice a
problem in our creeks, you can report it on
our Access Valley Water service portal to
alert our field crews of downed trees, erod‐
ing banks, trash and debris, and overgrown
vegetation.

Visit www.valleywater.org/AVWapp
For more information about SMP, visit

www.valleywater.org/flooding‐
safety/streammaintenance‐program

SMP is partially funded by the Safe, Clean
Water and Natural Flood Protection Pro‐
gram, a voter approved parcel tax. To learn
more, visit www.valleywater.org/safe‐
cleanwater

Times Community News

Water
District
Linda J. LeZotte,

SCVWD Board of Directors

One scheduled project includes planting native plants that benefit the ecosystem and provide wildlife
habitat along areas of Alamitos Creek (above) and Guadalupe Creek.



ALMADEN TIMES n AUGUST 7 - 20, 2020 n PAGE 17SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Community News

Meals
Continued from page 1
means a lot,” Kumar said. “I cannot resist
the urge to come out and help.”

Wanting to make a difference, with
Kumar’s background working as executive
chef for Stanford University (he currently
consults with various universities regard‐
ing their culinary programs), and Japjot’s
background in creating tech solutions (he
works for Apple), they decided to start a
nonprofit to provide food to the under‐
served via food trucks. 

As the arrival of their 501c3 paperwork
coincided with the start of sheltering in
place in mid‐March, their focus shifted to
serving people at LifeMoves homeless shel‐
ters, then those who lost their jobs.

“It was humbling to hear people didn’t
have food for days,” Kumar said. “We are
following the Sikh culture with the Spirit
of Langar, feeding anybody at our doorstep.”

The produce comes from Amor Acres, an
agricultural cooperative, which utilizes the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farmers
to Families Food Box Program, designed to
support American farmers, distributors,
food banks and nonprofits. At Bay Area
Kitchen Rental in Fremont, Kumar man‐
ages groceries and the cooking of the hot

meals made by Free Meals on Wheels vol‐
unteer staff.  

At the start of their San Jose distribution,
Assemblymember Ash Kalra, Coun‐
cilmember Johnny Khamis and members
of the San Jose Police Department came to
lend their support.

With enough funding and volunteers,
Free Meals on Wheels would like to expand
their distribution and continue the pro‐
gram until the end of August or even Decem‐
ber. They are also working on fundraising
to make the food trucks a reality.

“It’s not about religion, class, color or cul‐
ture,” Sethi said. “The principal of our reli‐
gion is to serve everybody. We started our
nonprofit to serve people in need.”

“Our purpose is helping humankind one
meal at a time,” Kumar said. “Our families
are the pillars of our strength. Japjot and
my wife and kids show up every week to
keep us going.” 

“It warms my heart,” said San Jose resi‐
dent Elva Acevedo in reaction to Free Meals
on Wheels feeding the hungry, “yet it’s a
sad reality of the need of so many com‐
munities.” 

To donate or volunteer, see: www.
freemealsonwheels.com or text “Free
Meals” to 474747 for information on food
distribution.  

“Hunger doesn’t have a day off,” Sethi said. “Somebody somewhere is in need of food and we
want to get to as many people as possible.” 

Mayor Sam Liccardo
endorses  Ann Ravel
for State Senate

S
an Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo is endorsing
Ann Ravel’s campaign to become the next
State Senator of District 15.

“As mayor of San Jose, I know that
our city needs a proven leader in Sacra‐
mento who will work every day to
make government more accountable,
transparent and effective for every
member of our diverse community.
That’s why I am so proud to give my
endorsement to Ann Ravel for State
Senate,” said Liccardo. “Ann Ravel’s
groundbreaking career is a demon‐
stration of her tenacity, independence and com‐
mitment to serving the people. In these tough
times we need strong and independent repre‐
sentatives like Ann Ravel.”

“I’m honored to have the support of Mayor
Liccardo, a leader who has shown that the inno‐

vation and economic growth represented by Sil‐
icon Valley’s future is brightest when everyone
can share in the prosperity,” said Ravel.

In recent months, Ravel has announced
endorsements from Congresswoman Katie
Porter, ten incumbent members of the Califor‐
nia legislature, members of the San Jose City
Council, the Silicon Valley Organization, Latinas

Lead California and EMILY’s List. 
The Mercury News has also

endorsed Ravel calling her a “stand‐
out” candidate. 

Ravel was appointed by President
Barack Obama to serve in his admin‐
istration – first serving at the Depart‐
ment of Justice, then working as head
of the Federal Election Commission.
Ravel was also appointed by Gover‐
nor Jerry Brown as Chair of Califor‐

nia’s Fair Political Practices Commission.
California’s State Senate District 15 includes

San Jose, Campbell, Cupertino, Los Gatos, Monte
Sereno and Saratoga. This is an open seat — cur‐
rent State Senator Jim Beall is termed out in
2020.

Ann Ravel
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By Carly Wipf and Mauricio La Plante
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

A
fter a month of pressure and commu‐
nity outcry, Mayor Sam Liccardo on
Monday, July 27, 2020 quietly drop‐

ped his push for a ‘strong mayor’ initiative
that would extend his term by two years and
increase his powers.

In a memo released Monday —  a day
before the San Jose City Council was set to
vote on the controversial plan — Liccardo
proposed creating a charter review com‐
mission to consider changes and instead pur‐
sue a November ballot measure that would
only move mayoral elections to presidential
years. The plan would no longer extend his
term to 2024 or increase his powers.

“In recent weeks, several organizations
have urged that we slow the process of char‐
ter reforms designed to lead to a more effec‐
tive, accountable, and representative gov‐
ernment,” Liccardo wrote in the memo. “Given
what has become a highly contentious polit‐
ical environment surrounding these efforts
— they’re right. We need to slow this down,
to enable more outreach and community
engagement.”

The original plan, which drew the ire of
five of Liccardo’s council colleagues and
dozens of community leaders, would’ve
awarded him two more years in office and
allowed him more powers, including hiring
and firing the city manager and department
heads. It was narrowly approved in a 6‐5
vote by the City Council after nine hours of
debate starting on June 30.

The City Council planned to hash out the
measure’s language on Tuesday in another
high‐stakes showdown.

Now, Liccardo suggests returning to the
City Council in spring 2022 — his last year
in office — to pursue a Nov. 2022 ballot meas‐
ure that would “align mayoral authority” with
the residents’ expectations for a major city.
He did not outline what additional powers
the mayor should have, and instead, appears
to leave that decision in the hands of the pub‐
lic in 2022.

The Nov. 2022 measure would also pro‐
pose some campaign finance reform, includ‐
ing requiring councilmembers to recuse
themselves from voting on certain items if
they have accepted campaign contributions
from those who might benefit. The measure
would also prohibit campaign contributions
and gifts from lobbyists and city contractors
to City Council candidates.

Liccardo also suggested the Nov. 2022
measure bar city contractors or lobbyists
from serving on city commissions.

“At the end of the day, our city belongs to
its residents,” Liccardo wrote. “I believe now
as much as ever that our residents deserve
to have the power to hold their government
accountable. Let’s move forward together in
2022 with long‐overdue reforms.”

Liccardo said the controversial strong
mayor measure was meant to be a compro‐
mise after an initiative from labor leaders —
called the Fair Elections Initiative — failed
to gather enough signatures. That measure,
however, had no language about increasing
Liccardo’s powers or extending his term. At
the time, Liccardo opposed that measure.

The plan fell apart after city
unions and five prominent
councilmembers — Magdale‐
na Carrasco, Sergio Jimenez,
Sylvia Arenas, Raul Peralez and
Maya Esparza — opposed the
mayor’s push to increase his
authority and extend his term.
They claimed the measure was
an unvetted power grab by Lic‐
cardo and criticized him for fail‐
ing to do any community out‐
reach on the plan.

“Since I first issued a memo‐
randum in response to this hasti‐
ly done deal, I have said we
should be slowing down and uti‐
lizing the Charter Revision Com‐
mission,” Peralez said. “This
should have been the mayor’s
direction after hours of opposition back on
July 1, but thanks to continued pressure from
many community members and organiza‐
tions, I’m certainly pleased with the oppor‐
tunity we’ll have in front of us tomorrow.”

Peralez called the original measure poli‐
tics at its worst in an op‐ed for this news
organization.

“I am happy to hear that Mayor Liccardo
is reconsidering the strong mayor initiative,”
Carrasco told San José Spotlight. “It was a
very bad idea from day one because it was
a backroom deal and more importantly
because of the negative consequences on our
most vulnerable communities.”

Carrasco said the five Latino coun‐
cilmembers pushed hard to make sure their
voices were heard.

“Pulling this from the ballot to have more
community input is a good first step,” she said.
“We look forward to working with the mayor
to make a better San Jose that’s just and equi‐
table and ensures that the political status
quo respects the rich historic diversity of our
city.”

Terry Christensen, a political science pro‐
fessor at San Jose State University, is in favor
of a strong mayor system “in theory,” but
said the council shouldn’t make a decision
based on what’s best for other cities and
should think carefully about San Jose’s spe‐
cific needs.

“Most big cities do have a strong mayor,
because they need that kind of leadership to
deal with the complex problems that they
have,” Christensen said. “That’s what Lic‐
cardo was talking about when he first began
advocating for this. He feels like he’s in a posi‐
tion where a lot is expected of him. But he
doesn’t actually have the authority to be the
kind of leader that people want.”

Christensen noted that Liccardo’s power
under the current system makes him a mere
“exalted member of the council.”

“Maybe we need more than that,” he said.
But for now, Christensen supports Liccar‐
do’s decision to give strong mayor talks room
to breathe. “I think they were rushing, push‐
ing it through too fast and that it really is some‐
thing that the community should have time
to contemplate in some depth,” he said.

City union leaders who opposed the strong
mayor initiative said they support the changes
unveiled by Liccardo on Monday.

IFPTE Local 21 Representative Matt Mason
said he hoped weeks of work and opposition
to the mayor’s initiative played a hand in
changing Liccardo’s mind.

Mason said that if the City Council tries to
expand the mayor’s powers, they should con‐
sult with the community first.

“That’s what we’ve asked for in the very
beginning, was a study, like any other major
charter change, and that we will then see
what the community and the other stake‐

holders think about additional
powers,” Mason said. “I think it’s
too early to say what our position
would be because we don’t know
what the community is going to
say, all we know is the communi‐
ty did not want this at this time.”

Although some unions, such as
the San Jose Police Officers’ Asso‐
ciation and the Mechanical, Elec‐
trical, Plumbing and Sprinkler Fit‐
ters trade unions, supported the
initiative — creating a rift in the
labor camp — Mason said this was
a step toward gaining consensus
among labor in San Jose.

“We’re a family in labor and
sometimes families have fights,”
Mason said. “Sometimes they
become more public than we like

but there’s always a way to find a way back
to the dinner table and to break bread togeth‐
er and I’m confident that will happen in this
case.”

Contact Mauricio La Plante at msla‑
plante19 @gmail.com or follow @msla‑
plantenews on Twitter.

Contact Carly Wipf at carly@sanjos‑
espotlight.com of follow @CarlyChristineW
on Twitter

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo drops his ‘strong mayor’ plan

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo is pictured in this file photo.
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Young author
publishes
book on the
stock market
Empowering and helping 
young audiences with first‑
hand knowledge of their 
own possible investments

By William Bellou
Publisher

A
arna Sahu, 12, has pub‐
lished a nonfiction 32‐
page book on the Stock

Market, with the assistance of
her 16‐year‐old sister,
Aarushi, putting their time to
good use during the pan‐
demic.

Intro To Business: The Stock
Market is filled with bubbly
pictures, arranged for
intrigued middle school and
rising students. This book cov‐
ers stock trading, trading tips, lingoes, bro‐
kerage guidance, disparities amid firms,
loans, annual variances, and notable gains
– as described on Amazon.com 

Aarna said she wrote her Stock Market
book because she has always been
intrigued by business and economics and
wanted to encourage inspiring curious
middle schoolers and introductory stu‐
dents, while quarantined, to help them dis‐
cover the business and economic field. 

“Last summer, in my final year of ele‐
mentary, I went to a finance‐economics‐
stock market‐related class,” Aarna said. “I
noticed how all of the boys were focused
and converged in the class. Then, I saw
girls‐chit‐chatting and talking with each
other. I made it my mission to empower
and help young audiences comprehend
business and economics with an easy to
understand book I wrote the help of my
sister.”

Aarna found writing her interesting book
a great way to channelize her energy by
helping young audiences with first‐hand
knowledge with her own investments. 

“My first investment in the Stock Mar‐
ket was made in January 2019,” Aama said.
“With the right skills, I managed to triple
my investment in value from the knowl‐

edge I gained overhearing
my dad discussing the Stock
Market with his friends. I
thought that it was a neat
way to invest and earn
money with periodical gains
and losses.” 

Economics in schools 
Aarna believes there is an

educational inequity at most
schools due to the lack of
teaching finances. She hopes
her book will inspire an inter‐
est in economics and busi‐
ness courses for young audi‐

ences. 
“Since local schools do not teach eco‐

nomics, I wanted to create a kick‐starter
for interested youth, said Aarushi. “I believe
this inequity should raise awareness among
global youth and academies about the need
for financial education.

Although the limitation might seem dis‐
appointing at first, my goal is to educate
people further on in their development.” 

Intro To Business: The Stock Market is
available on Amazon.com.

By Stella Lorence
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

B
arclays Capital executive Ahmad Thomas
is the new CEO of the powerful Sili‐
con Valley Leadership Group, becom‐

ing the fourth person to lead the 43‐year‐
old organization and its first African‐Amer‐
ican CEO.

“As the economic capital of California, Sil‐
icon Valley is looked to as a leader in eco‐
nomic growth, innovation, public policy and
now, more than ever social issues,” Thomas
said in a statement. “Our community has
always had serious issues to tackle, but with
unprecedented economic challenges
brought on by a once‐in‐a‐lifetime global
pandemic and reckoning with systemic
racism, we need to lead with industry‐wide
initiatives that drive both the national dia‐
logue and bring about real, measurable
change.”

Thomas will take the reins on Aug. 10.
He succeeds Carl Guardino, who announced
in January that he was leaving SVLG after
23 years. Guardino revealed last month that
he’s accepted a position as the executive vice

president of global government affairs and
policy at Bloom Energy.

“Running track in school, we learned how
to successfully pass the baton on to the next
runner,” Guardino said in a statement. “After
nearly 24 years, I am excited to pass the
baton of leadership to someone I have
known and respected for 16 years, whose
collaboration, courage and creativity will
well‐serve our 340 member companies, our
employees and the communities in which
we live and conduct business.”

Prior to joining SVLG, Thomas worked as
an investment banker for Barclays, where
he gained experience leading the firm’s Cal‐
ifornia and Silicon Valley regional munici‐
pal banking teams as well as other social
impact projects.

Thomas also worked as a senior aide to
U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, where he was
responsible for tax, financial services, crit‐
ical infrastructure, federal budget and labor
issues. During his time with Feinstein, he
helped develop five bills that were signed
into law, and began working with SVLG on
tax and economic issues.

“Ahmad showed a keen understanding
of complex subjects, insight that has only
grown over the years,” Feinstein said in a
statement. “Ahmad’s practical under‐
standing of how businesses interact with
the community will be invaluable as he car‐
ries on the work of Carl Guardino, who made
transportation, housing and career devel‐
opment cornerstone issues for the SVLG.”

Thomas’s priorities for his new role at
SVLG include partnering with community
college programs that channel two‐year
degree candidates into technology jobs and
using investments from member companies
to bolster affordable housing, renewable
energy and social impact infrastructure
projects. He also advocates for more racial
equity in Silicon Valley by helping member
companies hire more minority candidates
and funding more Black‐ and Latinx‐owned
startups.

Thomas is a California native who resides
in Menlo Park with his wife, Reena Thomas,
and their two sons.

Contact Stella Lorence at stella.g.lorence@
gmail.com or follow on Twitter @slorence3.

Ahmad Thomas, named as CEO of Silicon Valley Lead-
ership Group. Ahmad Thomas, an investment banker
and former legislative aide in the U.S. Senate, has been
picked as the new chief executive officer of the Silicon
Valley Leadership Group.

Photo courtesy of SVLG

New face of Silicon Valley Leadership Group announced

“My first investment in the Stock Market was
made in January 2019,” Aarna Sahu said (pictured
right, above with her sister, Aarushi). “With the
right skills, I managed to triple my investment in
value from the knowledge I gained overhearing my
dad discussing the Stock Market with his friends. I
thought that it was a neat way to invest and earn
money with periodical gains and losses.”
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By Derrick Cai 
Special to the Times

D
id you know that by 2050, there will
be more plastic in the ocean than
fish? In fact, every single day, the

United States uses 500 million plastic
straws. 

If someone was to join that many straws
together, it would circle the earth two and
a half times; crazy, right? 

Plastic pollution is by no means a new
problem, yet humans are expected to pro‐
duce more plastic waste than ever before
in the coming years. However, people all
over the world are trying to combat this
problem. This year, five passionate high
schoolers got together and came up with
a unique idea to help reduce plastic waste
in our oceans and beaches. 

Derrick Cai, Ashish Basetty, Harry Yuan,
Arnav Jain, and Maddox Yu are five high
school students located in Northern Cali‐
fornia. “We’ve all been pretty big on recy‐
cling and reducing plastic
waste,” Harry says, “but we
really wanted to make a dif‐
ference beyond just our own
lives.” 

The five friends thought
of problems they had in liv‐
ing an eco‐friendly lifestyle,
and among them was
reusable straws. After per‐
forming surveys and inter‐
views with people all over
the globe, they found out
that people had a lot of trou‐
ble with cleaning reusable
straws. An even larger prob‐
lem was convenience: peo‐
ple often forget to take
reusable straws when going
out, and end up taking a
plastic straw anyway. 

Their solution to the problem is an open‐
able, easy‐to‐clean silicone reusable straw
that doubled as a stylish bracelet. Instead
of having to take a straw or case around
wherever you go, wearing a bracelet not
only would be convenient every time you
would stop for a drink, but it would also
be a great conversation starter and make
a statement about keeping our oceans plas‐
tic free. 

The bracelet itself is pretty simplistic and

minimal, but it’s made with silicone and pro‐
tects the inner straw from germs and bac‐
teria. Inside the straw, their reusable straws
are pretty nifty ‐ they have an openable
function that makes them super easy to
clean, yet are still airtight ‐ they work just
like a regular straw! 

“While reusable straws alone aren’t
exactly a complete fix to the plastic pollu‐
tion on our Earth, we think that if we can
make small changes in people’s behaviors,
it will add up to make a huge difference.”
In fact, the students have expressed their
vision for this product as something more
than just a convenient bracelet. “After being
around social media all our lives and talk‐
ing to people from around the globe, we’ve
discovered that the shift away from plas‐
tic straws has become a sort of symbol for
a shift towards a greener future,” Derrick
says. They’re hoping that the bracelet can
represent an effort to move towards sus‐
tainability. Part of their proceeds will go

to plastic cleanups around the world. 
The five students have started a crowd‐

funding campaign through IndieGoGo, and
in just two days raised almost $500. If you’re
interested in pre ordering a BluStraw for
yourself or just want to donate to these
young entrepreneurs, you can visit their
campaign at: igg.me/at/blustraw The fund‐
ing from their campaign will go towards
manufacturing their product and allowing
them to hit the market as soon as possible. 

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Almaden Times?
Press day: August 19, 2020
Deadline: August 16, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com

Times Feature

The reusable straw/bracelet itself is pretty simplistic and minimal.

High school entrepreneurs developing 
environmental friendly product 
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By Otto Lee
Special to the Times

F
ew things bother Americans more than
infringing on their Freedom.  Freedom
is the God given right to Americans.  Go

spend a day at the beach, go shopping, go to
the movie theater, go to work, or go visit
one’s family.  But all these have changed with
the latest COVID‐19 pandemic.

First, people are told that they have to
stay at home or “Shelter In Place.” Then
they are told that they have to wear masks.
Shelter‐in‐Place means you are not allowed
to leave the house and do those things that
you are supposed to be free to do.  This
restriction absolutely infringes upon your
freedom of movement and freedom of
assembly.  

Masking is even more personal – you have
to wear this cloth or filter material that cov‐
ers half your face. It’s definitely uncomfort‐
able. This makes it much harder to breathe,
especially in hot weather, when walking or
exercising.  Some argue that you would breath
in the bad carbon dioxide that you exhale,
which is unhealthy.  If you wear glasses, it
fogs up the lens in seconds.  In addition,
masks are getting expensive, as the prices
have risen and most stores have a hard time
stocking enough of them.  And on top of that,
how could a democratic government tell
Americans what to wear?  What kind of coun‐
try has this become?

President Trump has called COVID many
names ‐ it’s from China, it’s just a flu, it’s a
hoax from liberals or Democrats to help
Biden.  For months, he has steadfastly refused
to wear a mask.  So why did he finally put
on a mask himself when visiting the Walter
Reed Hospital? 

The truth of the matter is that the COVID
virus is very different and extremely con‐
tagious:  it can be transmitted by people car‐
rying the virus without any symptoms.  It
is airborne, meaning that it can transmit
invisibly in midair.  We’ve all heard of wash‐
ing our hands for thirty seconds, or main‐
taining 6‐feet social distancing.  But it turns
out the most important thing anyone can
do to stop the transmission of this danger‐
ous and often deadly virus is when every‐
one wears a mask.

In places like Hong Kong, where the pop‐
ulation density is very high with 7.5 Mil‐
lion people living in skyscrapers similar to
Manhattan, most people use public trans‐
portation daily, and social distancing basi‐
cally is difficult.  Many people probably do
wash their hands, but certainly not every
one.  And yet, since February, there are only
6 confirmed deaths linked to COVID in Hong
Kong.  That literally is less than one in a
million.  Compared to the latest hot spots
far less dense or populous in America ‐ Hot
Springs, Arkansas’s rate is over 21,500
deaths per million; while many small Texas
towns such as Scurry, Crockett, Anderson,
and Val Verde have an equivalent rate of
over 15,000 deaths per million.

How is that possible?
The answer is not simply social distanc‐

ing.  The biggest difference is that 99% of
Hong Kong residents wear masks.  They
wear masks outdoors, while riding buses
and subway trains, and they wear masks
indoors, at malls, and at work.  Besides
wearing masks, life is actually quite normal
in Hong Kong throughout this time with‐
out the government ordering Shelter‐in‐
Place.

Goldman Sachs recently released a study
showing that mandatory mask‐wearing by
every American can save the United States
GDP by 5% because if everyone wears a
mask, fewer Shelter‐in‐Place restrictions
would be necessary, allowing the American
economy to be reopened. Another fascinat‐
ing story emerged: at a Missouri hair salon
where two stylists, unbeknownst to them,
contracted the COVID virus, neither their co‐
workers nor their 139 clients were infected
simply because everyone was wearing masks
despite their close proximity.

Based on what we have learned in the last
few months, not wearing masks is not about
freedom – it’s really inconsiderate, reckless,
and deadly.  Wearing masks is the fastest way
we can reopen our economy to bring our
freedoms back. While different politicians
are still dithering whether or not to man‐
date mask wearing, it’s time to put factual‐
ly‐based statistics and science above politics.
Just wear masks and let us get back to our
daily freedoms.

Editor’s note: Otto Lee is an Intellectual
Property Attorney, former Sunnyvale Mayor
and Councilmember, and also a retired US
Navy Commander. He is the candidate for
Santa Clara County Supervisor.

Op Ed

Masks to freedom
Wearing masks will bring back freedom

Times Feature

Tech Jargon of the week

Cloud 
Computing

By Shubhi Asthana 
Special to the Times

H
ave you ever stumbled into a con‐
versation where everyone is speak‐
ing around this “techie” word – and

even after you’ve broken in, it is difficult to
understand the unfamiliar jargon and
acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat it.
Let us teach you the meaning of some com‐
monly used tech words:

Cloud Computing
Suppose you want to start a new compa‐

ny. Your company would require a lot of
computer hardware and software to setup
the IT infrastructure and network for it.
Cloud Computing is simply a way of taking
all this IT infrastructure and operations and
handing it over to someone else to build or
manage, so that your internal team can focus
on ways to build the business, rather than
becoming experts at managing storage or
protecting data. If the computing service can
be provided to you over the Internet by
another company, then exactly where the
hardware and software is located and how
it all works doesn’t matter to you at all. This

is the underlying concept of Cloud Com‐
puting!

There are many examples where we use
cloud computing in our everyday lives with‐
out realizing it. When you search a term on
Google, your computer is not trying to find
the answers to your search. The words you
type are sent over the internet to Google’s
datacenters where they dig out the results
and send back the answer to you. These dat‐
acenters may be local or can be sitting any‐
where in the world like Tokyo, or Beijing or
anywhere else. 

"You don't generate your own electricity.
Why generate your own computing?" – Jeff
Bezos, CEO, Amazon

Think of cloud computing as renting a fully
serviced flat instead of buying a home of
your own. The cloud’s main appeal is to
reduce the time to market of applications
that need to scale dynamically. Increasing‐
ly, however, developers are drawn to the
cloud by the abundance of advanced new
services that can be incorporated into appli‐
cations, from machine learning to internet
of things (IoT) connectivity. Clearly, the
advantages and the convenience have helped
Cloud Computing grow in the world of tech‐
nology. 

About the Author
Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send

in your comments or feedback to the author
at shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana
works as a Research Senior Software Engi‑
neer at the IBM Almaden Research Center,
San Jose.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, San Jose
CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum",
which means "Peace be
upon you".
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. It is the last in
the line and a continuation
of the Abrahamic faiths.
People who follow Islam
are called Muslims. The
Quran is the Divine book
that guides all mankind to
come closer to their cre-
ator.
Please visit our website to
learn more. 

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Please 
recycle

this 
newspaper!

Home Services

Shoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern 
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408 494.7000

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Clocks

Storage

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

Sell Online

Plumbing

TOTO Toilet Sale Includes:
Toto Eco Drake Toilet

Comfort Height, Elongated Bowl,
TOTO Soft Close Seat
Standard Installation

No Disposal Fees
1 Year Warranty On Labor

Save $200.00 - CALL TODAY
ALVCO Service

Ca. State Lic. #B585720, C-36

408.279.5531

Spas and Salons

TimesClassifieds
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