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By Jane McClure

The fire that destroyed a five-story hotel 
under construction on the Seven Corners 
Gateway site across the street from Xcel 

Energy Center was intentionally set, according to 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (ATF). The fire was reported at 4:20 
a.m. on August 4. Flames shooting into the sky 
were visible from miles away. 

The scene of the fire was searched for four days 
using cadaver dogs and heavy equipment, but no 
human remains were found. Investigators also 
checked with local shelters, since the site is across 
from the Catholic Charities complex that offers a 
range of housing and services for homeless people.

Firefighters had to get onto the roof of adjacent 
buildings, including the Catholic Charities campus. 
Windows there were damaged and the “X” on the 
Xcel Energy Center sign was warped by the heat.

Neighbors said on social media that they could 
smell smoke and feel the heat from the fire. Ashes 
and debris were scattered throughout downtown 
and into the Irvine Park and West Side neighbor-
hoods. Debris was found as far away as the High 
Bridge and West Saint Paul. Freeway ramps and 
downtown streets had to be blocked off during the 

By Jane McClure

Plans are taking shape for another University of 
Saint Thomas science and engineering build-
ing, with a focus on the STEAM approach to 

learning. Almost 40 neighborhood residents and 
members of the West Summit Neighborhood Ad-
visory Committee (WSNAC) discussed preliminary 
ideas for the building on August 11.

The building’s STEAM (science, technology, en-

gineering, arts and mathematics) programs and 
activities would have a strong focus on technical 
and digital literacy. University officials see it as a 
cutting-edge way to prepare students for careers in 
a wide range of fields and provide a unique educa-
tional option in the Twin Cities.

Amy McDonough, the university’s chief of staff, 
said UST is taking its ideas for the new facility to 
neighborhood groups this summer. Meetings have 
already been held with the Summit Avenue Resi-
dential Preservation Association and the Union 
Park District Council’s Land Use Committee. The 
Macalester-Groveland Community Council’s 
Housing and Land Use Committee will review the 
plans on August 19. (Check macgrove.org for online 
meeting details.)

About half of the approximately $100 million cost 

of the building has already been raised, according 
to university president Julie Sullivan. The building 
plans could be ready by November. The preliminary 
location is on Summit Avenue west of the univer-
sity’s Frey Science and Engineering Center.

Construction of the building would require the 
demolition of Loras Hall. It would also mean con-
verting Parking Lot M to green space to create a 
quad similar to the one on the main campus. It is 
unclear how many parking spaces would be lost. 

UST has parking capacity greater than what is 
required in its conditional use permit from the city. 
The university added about 200 parking spaces 
with the construction of new dormitories on the 
main campus, and has capacity to add two levels 

It’s full STEAM ahead for new UST science building

All the doings at Dunning.  Dunning Park was abuzz with activity on a beautiful August 13 evening. Jenn 
Scott (above left) took the stage as part of the Lexington-Hamline Community Council’s two-hour Theater Festival 
that evening. Adler Goettl, 6, practiced pitching with his dad, Jeff. And Joe Dimeglio, a recent Central High School 
graduate, found a comfortable perch from which to take it all in.  Photos by Brad Stauffer
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August 4 morning rush hour.
The ATF plans to continue in-

vestigating the incident with assis-
tance from the Saint Paul Fire and 
Police departments and the State 
Fire Marshal. The determination of 
arson was made after investigating 
the scene, reviewing video footage 
and talking to witnesses.

“We’re pleased that the ATF was 
able to assist our local and state 
partners to bring us to this conclu-
sion,” said special agent William 
Terry Henderson of the bureau’s 
Saint Paul Field Division. “We’ll 
continue to work this case to deter-
mine who might be responsible.”

The fire destroyed the 120-room 
Courtyard by Marriott hotel that 
was being built by the Kaeding De-
velopment Group of Bloomington. 
President Carl Kaeding said the de-
velopers plan to rebuild as soon as 
possible. As of last week, they were 
waiting for federal agents to release 
control of the property.

“We honestly don’t know the site 
conditions because we haven’t been 
able to get in there,” Kaeding said. 

According to him, the hotel is be-
lieved to be a total loss, though an 

adjacent six-story apartment build-
ing also under construction on the 
site appeared to be undamaged. 
Kaeding praised the Fire Depart-
ment for its ability to protect the 

apartment building and other ad-
jacent buildings. He said the devel-
opment team is thankful that there 
was no loss of life or injuries.

Groundbreaking for the $69 mil-

lion development occurred last fall 
and Kaeding said the intent was to 
open the hotel in late March of 2021. 
A new construction and opening 
timeline has not been determined. 

Before the fire, the hotel was fully 
framed. Windows had been in-
stalled and brick work was expected 
to start.

The development also will in-
clude retail and restaurant space 
on the 2.4-acre site. Doran Compa-
nies of Bloomington, which is the 
general contractor for the project, 
released a statement saying it was 
“reeling” from the fire’s impact.

City officials are eager to see con-
struction resume. “That’s a key de-
velopment site for downtown,” said 
City Council member Chris Tolbert, 
who chairs Saint Paul’s Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority board. 
“It’s in an area where we have so 
many  visitors to Saint Paul.”

Kaeding said his company spent 
years planning the development. 
“It’s an important site because it’s 
a gateway to downtown,” he said. 
“We want to get right back at it.”

The development site and an 
adjacent block occupied by a mu-
nicipal parking ramp were eyed for 
redevelopment since the 1980s. The 
remaining commercial buildings 
were torn down and the historic 
Armstrong-Quinlan House was 
moved to an Irvine Park site in 2005 
to make way for development.

1b hotel fire

More than 80 firefighters and chief officers responded to control the hotel fire on August 11 at the Seven Corners Gateway site 
on West Seventh Street in downtown Saint Paul. Crews reportedly were on scene for more than 13 hours. Fire Department photo

and 300 more spaces to the An-
derson Parking Ramp on the west 
campus. However, adding to the 
ramp would require reopening the 
school’s conditional use permit, 
something some neighbors are  
reluctant to do.

The new building plans and a 
demolition permit for Loras Hall 
would require a review by the Saint 
Paul Heritage Preservation Com-
mission, since the site is within 
the Summit Avenue West Historic 
District. Loras was built as a Saint 
Paul Seminary dormitory in 1894 
and is one of the oldest buildings on  
campus.

At the earliest, construction on  
the new building would begin in 
spring 2022 and end in fall 2024. 

Adding STEAM facilities has 
been a priority at Saint Thomas 
for the past five years. The facil-
ity is mentioned in the university’s 
current master plan, which UST’s 

board of trustees approved in No-
vember 2016. The plan calls for a 
137,000-square-foot facility, though 
the size is still being determined.

The master plan also refers to the 
possibility of moving Loras Hall 100 
feet to the west. However, UST vice 
president for business affairs and 
chief financial officer Mark Vans-
guard said that has an estimated 
cost of $13 million to $18 million. 

UST officials emphasized the new 
facility would not mean an increase 

in overall enrollment. The univer-
sity has seen its undergraduate 
engineering enrollment rise from 
around 200-300 students in 1997 
to 1,600 today. Dean of engineering 
Don Weinkauf said there is a high 
demand for STEAM classes. Last 
fall, more than 90 companies sent 
representatives to the university to 
interview students for engineering 
jobs and internships.

The new facility would allow for 
hands-on learning and would also 

have a small performance area, art 
gallery and exhibit space to blend 
the arts, sciences and engineering. 
It would also allow for the addition 
of a nursing program and a college 
of health.

During the WSNAC meeting on 
August 11, questions from neigh-
bors centered on the potential loss 
of trees, and traffic and parking 
impacts. Others asked about the 
university’s future in the face of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and how 
higher education is faring generally. 

University officials expressed confi-
dence in the success of the programs 
the STEAM facility would support.

As of now, UST plans a mix of in-
person and online classes this fall. 
However, that could change with 
the state of the pandemic.

Saint Thomas would next move 
toward developing the complex 
and its programs with employers 
and other partners, hosting design 
sessions with executives from top 
recruiting firms, and seeking com-
ments from students and staff.

1b ust science building

Construction of the new Saint Thomas science and engineering building would 
require the demolition of Loras Hall, shown at left and located on the map above.

We are currently collecting non-perishable food donations for 
Ronald McDonald House Charities. Help our community by 

dropping off items at our Grand Ave office:

Monday-Friday  9am-4pm

1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105

 TheOddCoupleTeam.com  |  651.492.6423

FOOD DRIVE
DONATE TO OUR 

DOING GOOD IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Thank you!
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To the thousands of our readers/early adopters, who have already subscribed to Villager, thanks 
for your support and loyalty. Your very vocal appreciation over the years and now your financial 

backing is humbling. To those of you who haven’t yet gotten around to subscribing, 
now would be a great time to make your move.

Here’s what’s happened.
Since our July 8th issue, Villager is no longer on newsstands.  And since the August 5th issue, 

Minneapolis, Lilydale, Mendota and Mendota Heights can only receive Villager by paid subscriptions. 
Villager had been freely delivered west and south of the river since 1953 and 1959, respectively. Now, every
day we receive more subscriptions from readers in these cities, as well as our still freely distributed areas. 

And we thank you.

What comes next?
It’s entirely possible that we’ll begin transitioning more neighborhoods away from free

doorstep delivery toward U.S. Mail-based subscriptions. Meaning, with each issue,
some nonsubscribers may no longer find their Villager on their doorstep.

Please don’t miss your Villager.
We do know MyVillager.com will soon have a paywall/account feature requiring a login to read 
our digital content. To the tens of thousands of you who are currently visiting us online, don’t 

worry, your paid subscription includes access to all Villager’s published neighborhood coverage 
and even our planned archive of back issues.

We’re cautiously excited to be making this transition and hope you are too. In all ways, to all of our 
 readers, we can’t thank you enough. You’re awesome and we find your support empowering and assuring

  that we at the Villager will keep bringing you the neighborhood information you’ve come to expect.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER SINCE 1953

Yikes!
Villager’s Moving Toward Paid Subscriptions.

What are you waiting for?

Subscribe Now!

26 Issues A Year For $59.88 (Only $4.99 Per Month).
Includes Printed Newspaper Delivery By U.S. Mail And Unlimited Digital Access.

Please, now, go to: MyVillager.com and click “Subscribe”.
 Or send a check to: Subscriptions, 757 Snelling Ave. S., St Paul, Minnesota 55116
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For over 88 years, Garlock-French has 
been committed to quality and value. 

In fact, we include a no-hassle guarantee on 
all our work and we provide competitive pricing.  

That’s the Garlock-French promise – 
it means everything we do is designed to help you get

more out of your housing investment. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer and it shows.

Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th Street, Minneapolis

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more

Peace of Mind and
Customer Happiness
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Primary voters set the ballot for Nov. 3 general election

Saint Paul seeking ways to help the businesses damaged in rioting

By Dale Mischke

Close to one quarter of registered vot-
ers turned out for the August 11 pri-
mary election in Minnesota, choosing 

their preferred candidates for federal, state 
and local offices and winnowing the field for 
the November 3 general election. Here are 
the unofficial results as of 3 p.m. on August 13 
with 100 percent of the precincts reporting: 

U.S. Senator

In the race for U.S. Senate, Republicans 
chose former Congressman Jason Lewis to be 
their standard bearer in the general election. 
Lewis bested the field of five GOP hopefuls 
with 78.1 percent or 191,290 votes. He will face 
incumbent Tina Smith, who topped the field 
of five DFLers with 497,498 votes (87.1 per-
cent). Also on the ballot in November will be 
Kevin O’Connor of the Legal Marijuana Now 
Party and Oliver Steinberg of the Grassroots-
Legalize Cannabis Party.

U.S. Representatives

In the 4th District, 10-term incumbent 

Betty McCollum tallied 77,393 votes or 84.4 
percent against four opponents in the DFL 
primary. In November she will face Republi-
can Gene Rechtzigel, who garnered 51 percent 
(9,058 votes) to Sia Lo’s 49 percent (8,686 
votes). Also on the general election ballot will 
be Susan Sindt of the Grassroots-Legalize 
Cannabis Party.

In the 5th District, first-term incumbent 
Ilhan Omar garnered 57.9 percent or 99,917 
of the votes to turn back a strong challenge 
from Antone Melton-Meaux (66,791 votes or 
38.7 percent) in the field of five candidates in 
the DFL primary. Omar will face Republican 
Lacy Johnson in the general election. Johnson 
topped the field of three in the Republican pri-
mary with 76.7 percent or 9,061 votes. Also on 
the November ballot will be Michael Moore of 
the Legal Marijuana Now Party.

Minnesota Legislature

District 65 Senate—DFL incumbent Sandy 
Pappas turned back a strong challenge from 
Laverne McCartney Knighton. Pappas gar-
nered 7,246 votes to Knighton’s 4,053 (64.1 to 
35.9 percent) to advance to the general elec-

tion where her bid for a 10th term in the state 
Senate will be challenged by Republican Paul 
Holmgren.

District 63A Representative—Ten-term 
DFL incumbent Jim Davnie tallied 11,038 
votes to April Kane’s 2,829 votes (79.6 to 20.4 
percent) to advance to the general election 
where he will face Penny Arcos of the Repub-
lican Party and David Wiester of the Legal 
Marijuana Now Party.

District 63B Representative—In a race for 
the seat being vacated by longtime incumbent 
Jean Wagenius, Emma Greenman topped the 

field in the DFL primary with 7,082 votes 
(64.2 percent) to Jerome T. Evans’ 2,871 votes 
and Husniyah Dent Bradley’s 1,078 votes. 
Greenman will face Republican Frank Pafko 
and Legal Marijuana Now hopeful Dennis 
Schuller in the general election.

Dakota County Commissioner

For the District 3 Dakota County Board 
seat, Laurie Halverson and Diane Anderson 
will advance to the general election with 
4,222 and 1,673 votes, respectively. Rounding 
out the field of six were Seema Maddali (1,065 
votes), Scott D. Johnson (743), Gary Huusko 
(670) and Janine Hudson (470).

Minneapolis School Board

In the race for an at-large seat on the Min-
neapolis School Board, incumbent Kim El-
lison and challenger Michael Dueñes will 
advance to the general election with 58,077 
(57.64 percent) and 24,289 (24.11 percent) 
votes, respectively, in the field of five candi-
dates. The nearest also-ran was Lynne Crock-
ett with 11,713 votes (11.6 percent).	  	
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By Jane McClure

Three hundred thirty Saint 
Paul businesses incurred $73 
million in property damage 

and $8.8 million in lost inventory 
and other assets in the civil unrest 
that followed the death of George 
Floyd on May 25. Floyd’s death 
while in the custody of Minneapo-
lis police sparked weeks of peaceful 
protests and several nights of van-
dalism, arson and theft in the Twin 
Cities. 

The damages in Saint Paul were 
widespread. Most of the losses were 
along University Avenue, although 
Grand Avenue, West Seventh Street, 
Highland Village, SunRay Shopping 
Center and the Payne-Arcade dis-
trict were also hard hit. Minneapolis 
is still tallying its losses, but esti-
mates are that more than 700 busi-
nesses in that city were damaged or 
destroyed.

Saint Paul economic develop-
ment director Martin Schieckel out-

lined the losses on August 12 for the 
Saint Paul City Council, which was 
meeting as the Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority (HRA) Board. 
Thirty-seven Saint Paul businesses 
were totally destroyed, Schieckel 
said, but about half of those were 
national chains and have not sought 
the city’s help.

“We at the city of Saint Paul might 
not have all the resources, we might 
not have the perfect resources, but 
we’re here to help,” said Ward 3 City 
Council member and HRA Board 

chair Chris Tolbert. However, he 
and other City Council members 
said they were concerned about the 
limited resources available to do so. 

The city’s departments of Plan-
ning and Economic Development 
and Safety and Inspections have 
been contacting affected busi-
nesses, offering help in obtaining 
permits for repairs and demoli-
tions, various kinds of financial as-
sistance, help with relocation and 
insurance costs and legal, design, 
planning and business consultation 

services.
The federal Small Business Ad-

ministration is offering loans to 
businesses damaged in the rioting. 
Ramsey County is offering grants of 
up to $10,000 to small businesses 
that sustained damages through a 
program that closes on August 21. 

The Saint Paul Area Chamber 
of Commerce Charitable Founda-
tion’s We Love Saint Paul/We Love 
Midway program has received over 
$750,000 for local businesses and 
nonprofit organizations damaged 
in the civil unrest. Grants of up to 
$25,000 are available. On August 13, 
the chamber announced that a to-
tal of $208,500 in grants had been 
distributed to 16 businesses, includ-
ing Adam’s Market, Asian Language 
Services, Ax-Man, Bolé Ethiopian 
Cuisine, Great Health Nutrition, Ju-
nior Achievement of the Upper Mid-
west, Little Asia Cafe, Midway Gro-
cery & Deli, Milligan Studio, MN Ice, 
Phenom Global, Sweet Corner, Saint 
Paul Clinic, Sunshine Hair Braiding 

Salon, Tu Nails and Vig Guitars.
City Council member Mitra Jalali, 

whose Ward 4 was among the hard-
est hit in the rioting in Saint Paul, 
said the city is “desperately” in need 
of additional assistance from other 
levels of government. 

In June, Minnesota lawmakers 
failed to pass a measure that in-
cluded $300 million in assistance. 
The Promise Act passed in the state 
House but stalled in the Senate.

In July President Donald Trump 
denied Governor Tim Walz’s re-
quest for a federal disaster declara-
tion and the financial support that 
comes with it to help clean up and 
repair damage from the rioting. In 
his letter to Trump, Walz is report-
ed to have referenced more than 
$15 million in damage and cleanup 
costs that could be eligible for feder-
al reimbursement. In July the state 
was estimating total damages from 
the rioting at more than $500 mil-
lion.

Firefighters douse the flames at Big Top Liquor on May 29.  Photo by Brad Stauffer
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By Jane McClure

CommonBond Communities may pro-
ceed with its plan to build a five-story, 
60-unit apartment building for low-

income seniors at 830 S. Cretin Ave. The Saint 
Paul City Council on August 5 voted unani-
mously to uphold an appeal by the Highland 
Park-based nonprofit developer and overturn 
a Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 
decision to deny an open space variance for 
the project.

Work on the $14 million building is expect-
ed to begin in the late summer or early fall of 
2021. The building will be one of the first to 
rise at Highland Bridge, the newly christened 
site of the former Ford Motor Company as-
sembly plant in Highland Park.

The building will be restricted to residents 
age 55 or older whose household incomes 
are at or below 30 percent of the Twin Cities 
area’s median. The building will have 48 one-
bedroom and 12 two-bedroom apartments. 
Monthly rents will be $562 for a one-bedroom 
unit and $675 for a two-bedroom unit under 
the current levels set by the Metropolitan 
Council. Seven apartments will be earmarked 
for people who have been homeless. Twenty-
nine off-street parking spaces will be provid-
ed. 

According to the master plan for the Ford 
site as adopted by the City Council, buildings 

are limited in the amount of the lot they can 
occupy. Without a variance, a minimum of 
25 percent of CommonBond’s lot must be set 
aside for open space, whether it be gardens, 
a landscaped yard, walkways, patios, recre-
ational facilities, play areas, decks or court-
yards. 

CommonBond has proposed devoting 16 
percent of its 0.53-acre lot on the northeast 
corner of Cretin and Bohland avenues to open 
space. That is in addition to the surface park-
ing lot that, while it does not meet the defini-
tion of open space, creates the appearance of 
open space, according to a city staff report. 

“Part of the intent (of the open space re-
quirement) is to not have large, monolithic 
buildings that fill entire lots,” said Merritt 
Clapp-Smith, who served as the city planner 
for the Ford site for more than a decade, before 
leaving the city’s Department of Planning and 
Economic Development in late 2017.  

The open space variance had the support of 
the Highland District Council and local com-
mercial property owners. However, the city 

received 166 letters in opposition to the vari-
ance. 

“I find the attempts very sad to further gob-
ble up minimally required open space,” writes 
Mount Curve Boulevard resident Renate 
Sharp. “The good health of our population 
and an attractive appearance of the neighbor-
hood are indispensable to quality of life.”

“Every single variance requested is a com-
plete contrast to what was promised to the 
community,” writes Pinehurst Avenue resi-
dents Laura and Tim Donovan.

In the appeal, CommonBond senior project 
manager Justin Eilers cited the difficulties of 
achieving the design goals of the Ford site’s 
master plan. According to him, meeting the 
open space requirement is constrained by the 
dimensions of the lot, the street frontage, the 
relatively steep slope of the property and the 
underlying bedrock.

“The open space is limited largely because 
of the need to provide the required parking at 
the surface rather than structured within the 
building,” Eilers said. “However, providing 

structured parking in lieu of the current sur-
face parking design would lead to a solution 
that actually compromises rather than en-
hances the site and building design.”

Adding underground parking to meet the 
open space requirement would not only affect 
the building’s design but add to construction 
costs, Eilers said. CommonBond has estimat-
ed the increased cost of adding underground 
parking at $1,339,000, or $22,317 per apart-
ment.

One argument that BZA members made in 
rejecting the lot coverage variance was the de-
sire to provide CommonBond’s tenants with 
more open space. However, the variance will 
not affect the amount of public parks, trails 
and other open spaces that are planned for 
the 122-acre Highland Bridge, according to 
Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tolbert. 
Due to the practical difficulties posed by the 
site, the variance is justified, Tolbert said.

While she supported CommonBond’s ap-
peal and the provision of affordable senior 
housing at Highland Bridge, Ward 7 City 
Council member Jane Prince said city officials 
may want to revisit the zoning requirements 
in the Ford site’s master plan. “We’re seeing 
variance after variance after variance,” Prince 
said. “Variances are supposed to be excep-
tions to the rule.”

The open space lot coverage variance is one 
of two variances CommonBond requested for 
the project. The BZA in June approved a set-
back variance along the north property line 
between the CommonBond building and a 
larger proposed mixed-use building to the 
north. A four-foot setback is required and a 
two-foot setback was approved.

Senior housing at Ford site granted open space variance on appeal
CommonBond project 
will provide 60 units 
of affordable housing

Located on the northeast corner of Bohland and Cretin avenues, CommonBond Communities’ five-story 
apartment building for low-income seniors will face Bohland Avenue.

$89*
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Marcy Wengler Marcy Wengler

WEST ST. PAUL
Spacious end-unit. Updated 
kitchen. Tons of storage. In-unit 
laundry. 2 balconies. Move in 
ready. 3 bedroom Condo. 100 
Imperial Dr #302, West St Paul.
gailpolo@edinarealty.com
651 231-5600 $165,000

WondErfUL oPPorTUniTy!
4BR's, 1BA, & 2-car gar just 1 block 
from Grand Ave! Enjoy 1,650 finished 
sq. ft. w/original details, charming frnt 
porch, & kitchen w/granite counters 
& stainless steel appliances. 3rd floor 
FR, plus option for LL expansion!
651 238-7434 $425,000

4-CAr GAr W/STUdio SPACE!
Bright and spacious 4BR, 2BA home 
w/space to expand on 3rd floor. Up-
dates galore, including kitchen, C/A, 
700+ bottle walk-in wine cellar, & four 
car garage w/attached, heated studio 
space. 1 block to everything Grand Ave!
651 238-7434 $634,900
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Mary Hardy

frESH rEnovATion!
210 S Victoria, all the work has been 
done, new kitchen and 3 new baths, 
bedrooms on main and upstairs. 
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Crocus Hill cottage with new garage 
and lovely private yard.
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94 Crocus Place, A gem of fine 
craftsmanship, glorious wdwrk & 
stained & leased glass. Newly trans-
formed LL w/state of the art wine 
cellar and luxurious entertaining 
areas. Splendid wrap around porch.
612 751-0729   

Phyllis Salmen Phyllis Salmen Phyllis Salmen

1858 SUMMiT AvE
Classic, charming and an ex-
ceptional lot. This 4 bedroom, 
4 bath home has updated 
kitchen, main floor laundry, 
two family rooms, and private 
3rd floor office.
612 750-3478         $1,100,000

ALL nEW inTErior!
Fresh and new kitchen cabi-
nets, sink and appliances are 
new as well as the tile floor. 
Updated master bath and 
guest bath. Lovely sunroom 
and fireplace.
612 750-3478         $225,000

onE LEvEL LivinG!
Beautifully cared for town-
home with numerous im-
provements. New windows, 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, private 
patio, granite counters, sunny 
eat-in kitchen. 2 car garage.
612 750-3478         $230,000

Gail Polo

THE broWnSToWnS on
SWEdE HoLoW PArk!
584 Payne Ave. Nestled on the 
west bank of Swede Hollow Park 
is an end unit townhome, 3BR's, 
3BA's and a 2 car garage. 

651 263-2830 $320,000brad Griffith

NEW PRICE!

NEW LIST!

NEW LIST!
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By Jane McClure

Years of discussion may come to an 
end this fall when the Saint Paul City 
Council acts on revisions to residential 

design standards in the Highland and Macal-
ester-Groveland neighborhoods. The city’s 
Planning Commission on August 7 unani-
mously recommended support of the changes 
and forwarded them to the City Council.

The council will hold one more public hear-
ing before acting on the standards and possi-
bly adopting them as part of the city code. No 
hearing date had been set.

The changes, which have the support of the 
district councils from both neighborhoods, 
were the topic of a public hearing in late May 
before the Planning Commission. Only one 
Highland resident wrote to the commission 
asking that the city uphold the intent of the 

standards. The commission is only taking 
written testimony at its hearings during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The residential design standards regulate 
the heights and setbacks of new dwellings 
and additions as well as sidewall articulation. 
They were adopted in 2015 to address the 
growing trend of tearing down older homes 
in Highland and Macalester-Groveland, and 
constructing larger houses and home addi-
tions that often dwarfed adjacent residences.  

Neighbors complained the “McMansions” 
blocked light and air and often caused drain-
age problems. Some said they found them-
selves looking out their windows at large ex-
panses of blank walls of the new homes and 
additions. Others complained that the large 
new homes did not fit with the character of 
their neighborhoods, and that the teardowns 
were reducing the affordable housing stock.

In his report to the Planning Commission, 
senior city planner Mike Richardson said 
that, in general, the standards have been suc-
cessful. Many homeowners and developers, 
however, have sought variances for building 
heights and sidewall articulations. One intent 

of the proposed changes is to reduce the num-
ber of variance requests to the city’s Board of 
Zoning Appeals (BZA).

Several technical changes are proposed for 
the design standards. One big change would 
mean that some smaller projects would not 
need neighborhood-level and BZA approv-
al, and could be reviewed by city staff. New 
residential construction and large additions 
would still fall under the guidelines.

Another major change would provide more 
leeway on sidewall articulation, which in-
volves breaking up a large wall by adding pro-
jecting bays or other architectural details. The 
current standard of articulation from “grade 

to eave” would be changed to at least one sto-
ry, starting at or below the first floor. Another 
change would give more flexibility to city staff 
to determine what a sidewall articulation 
could be to create consistency for approvals.

Features such as roof line changes, chim-
neys, variations in siding, windows and other 
design features could also be used to meet the 
articulation requirement.

Projects that maintain the same building 
footprint, such as a second-story addition, 
would be exempt from sidewall articulation 
requirements, but would have to meet other 
design standards.

Another recommendation is to increase the 
height limit in the single-family residential 
R4 district from 22 feet to 24 feet. That would 
help address issues created by modern truss 
systems and smaller residential yards.

The HDC asked for and got one proposed 
ordinance change removed that would have 
potentially allowed some smaller home addi-
tions to be as high as 30 feet. It contended that 
it was too lenient and could create situations 
where additions with even a small footprint 
could still tower over neighbors’ yards.

By Jane McClure

Installing more inclusive artwork in the 
chambers of Saint Paul City Hall and 
Ramsey County Courthouse is moving 

forward, but not without sharp disagree-
ments among City Council members. After 
more than an hour of debate on August 12, 
the council voted 5-1 to install new artwork to 
cover murals that have been deemed racist by 
some.

The Ramsey County Board also debated 

the artwork and the selection process before 
voting on August 11 to move ahead with the 
project, which was led by a joint city-county 
task force. The process has drawn criticism 
from Dakota artists who said they were not 
included in it.

Four new works will be unveiled this week, 
covering murals by John Norton that have 
been in place since the building was con-
structed in the 1930s. The murals have been 
criticized for featuring white men towering 
over Native Americans and Black laborers.

Council member Jane Prince voted against 
the new artwork and council member Dai 
Thao abstained. Both spoke for hearing from 
Native American leaders before displaying the 
new art, citing the Dakota’s role as the first 
people in the region. Council member Nelsie 
Yang joined Thao and Prince in a failed effort 
to delay approval of the art installation for a 
week.

City and county leaders have worked on 
plans for the new artwork since late 2018. At 
that time, some Dakota members objected to 

a previous proposal to put new art beside the 
existing art. They then opted out of the group 
working on the artwork.

The Ramsey County Historical Society led 
the process. The artists selected for the new 
works were Leah Yellowbird of Grand Rapids, 
Emily Donovan of Saint Paul, the Latinx Mural 
Apprenticeship Project organized by the Lati-
no nonprofit organization CLUES, and Adam 
Swanson of the Fond du Lac Reservation near 
Cloquet. In the long term, the intent is to  
rotate artwork in and out of the chambers.

Commission supports loosening residential design standards

City, county support replacing outdated artwork in chambers

Changes would affect 
infill homes, additions 
in Highland, Mac-Grove
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One big change would 
mean that some smaller 
projects would not need 
neighborhood-level and 

BZA approval, and could 
be reviewed by city staff.
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Private school education,
Public school pricing

By Jane McClure

About three dozen 
submissions from  
Saint Paul citizens 

and neighborhood groups 
are in the running for fund-
ing through the city’s 2021 
Capital Improvement Bud-
get (CIB). The CIB Commit-
tee will view video presen-
tations of the proposals in 
late August, with the goal of 
completing its rankings by 
September 7. The commit-
tee’s recommendations will 
then go to the mayor and City Council for final  
action.

Almost 100 ideas were submitted this 
spring in hopes of getting a share of $1 million 
that will be awarded as part of the 2021 city 
budget. Seventy-six proposals were deemed 
eligible and of those 33 opted to submit appli-
cations when contacted this summer. 

The city launched its new streamlined CIB 
process last year, replacing a system that had 
been in place for more than three decades. 
Under the new process, city departments sub-
mitted projects in 2019 for construction be-
ginning this year, while all others submitted 
requests this year for funding in 2021. 

Those who submitted the 2020 applica-
tions were asked to focus on Mayor Melvin 
Carter’s goal of improving public safety. The 
city’s departments of Public Works and Parks 
and Recreation reviewed the 33 projects this 
summer to prepare cost estimates, said city 
budget analyst Madeline Mitchell. District 
councils will also be asked to review and rank 
the projects in their neighborhoods.

Presentations on the projects will be re-
corded and put online for the public to weigh 
in since the city is not holding in-person pub-
lic hearings during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
CIB Committee members will also view the 
presentations before making their rankings 
electronically.

One major local project would reduce Ham-
line Avenue from four lanes to three between 
I-94 and Grand Avenue. That proposal also in-
cludes the addition of pedestrian islands.

The Highland District Council (HDC) is 
seeking funds for design work on the High-
land Park Community Center ballfields. A pro-
posal to replace the fields and playground was 
submitted during the 2016-2017 CIB cycle, but 
only the playground was funded at that time.

Another HDC request is to make pedestrian 
crossing and accessibility improvements on 
the Sam Morgan Trail at Shepard Road and 

Rankin Street.
A CIB request in the Highland and Macales-

ter-Groveland neighborhoods is for a phased 
left-turn signal at Cretin and Randolph av-
enues to reduce traffic backups.

Funding requests also are being sought 
for Mississippi River Boulevard. One is for a 
painted crosswalk at Highland Parkway, while 
another would widen the existing shared bike 
and pedestrian trail.

In the West End, there is a request to rede-
sign the Shepard Road-Butternut Street area. 
Residents there would like to see safety mea-
sures implemented on a two-block stretch 
where homes are close to vehicles traveling at 
high speeds on Shepard.

Several requests were submitted for Macal-
ester-Groveland projects. One would redesign 
a Snelling Avenue pedestrian crossing be-
tween Macalester College and the neighbor-
hood to the east. Another would make safety 
improvements on Saint Clair Avenue to serve 
Groveland Elementary School and the Grove-
land Recreation Center. Corner bumpouts and 
other changes also are being sought on Grand 
Avenue for Ramsey Middle School students.

Two requests came from the Snelling-Ham-
line neighborhood. One is to make pedestrian 
safety improvements at Selby Avenue and 
Saratoga Street, and the other would add a 
sidewalk at the southeast corner of Pascal 
Street and Concordia Avenue. 

Several proposals center on lighting, in-
cluding three from local neighborhoods. One 
is for high-efficiency, lantern-style street 
lighting on Cleveland and Bayard avenues. 
Another is for improved lighting at Cochrane, 
McQuillan and Boyd parks and the Holly Tot 
Lot in Ramsey Hill.

Two Merriam Park projects also are in the 
mix. One is for improved pedestrian and bicy-
cle infrastructure on Gilbert Avenue between 
Prior and Cleveland avenues. The other is for 
sidewalk improvements along Fairview Av-
enue where it passes under I-94.

By Dale Mischke

Construction began August 13 on the 
Linden, a 48-unit luxury apartment 
building for people age 55 and older on 

Linden Street just northeast of the intersec-
tion of Highway 62 and Dodd Road in Men-
dota Heights.

The Linden will offer a variety of open floor 
plans with high ceilings and top-of-the-line-
finishes in one-bedroom, two-bedroom and 
two-bedroom-plus-den layouts. Residents 
will have access to a spacious community 
room with full kitchen, rooftop deck and grill-

ing station; heated parking; a fitness center; 
and a state-of-the-art golf simulator.

The main level of the Linden will feature a 
5,000-square-foot family restaurant operated 
by local restaurateur Paul Dzubnar of Green 
Mill Restaurants, Crooked Pint Ale House and 
Town Hall Brewery.

The building is slated to open in September 
2021, according to Judd Fenlon, the lead de-
veloper and founder of Grand Real Estate Ad-
visors. Several members of the development 
team are from the area, including Brian Kuep-
pers, a longtime resident of Mendota Heights. 

Luxury senior housing coming to Mendota Hts.

Ground has been broken for the Linden, a 48-unit luxury apartment building for people 55 and older 
that will also include a main-floor restaurant just northeast of Highway 62 and Dodd Road.

Local projects compete for CIB 
funds focusing on safer St. Paul

The Highland District Council is seeking CIB funds to redesign the 
ballfields at the Highland Park Community Center. Photo by Brad Stauffer

We Recommend Books.

Follow us on social media for suggestions 
nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

Curbside pickup and home delivery now available.
nextchapterbooksellers.com

38 S Snelling Ave | St. Paul    651/225-8989
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VIEWPOINT

Something rotten in Saint Paul
I read with dismay the letter concerning the Ford site 

(“Open space sacrificed at Ford,” Villager Inbox, August 5). If 
the Saint Paul City Council received 175 comments opposing 
the zoning variances and eight comments in favor, what is the 
problem? Is the City Council representative of citizens or is it 
basically a tool to advance its own agenda?

Since when do City Council members not represent the city 
in which they reside? Something is rotten when city councils 
attempt to regulate law. Are we as citizens pawns of the 
autocratic thinking that is prevalent in our society? This is a 
democracy. It’s time we look at what that concept means.

Ellen Reynolds
Macalester-Groveland

 

Back to school at a distance
In reporter Frank Jossi’s story, “Public schools may return to 

distance learning in the fall” (Villager, August 5), he states that 
in a recent survey by the state’s teachers union, Education 
Minnesota, about half of the 20,000 teachers who responded 
preferred all distance learning. Let’s be clear: It isn’t half of the 
teachers in Minnesota that want distance learning, it’s half of 
the teachers who took the survey.

Mark Lehner
West End

Waiting for a tree
I called the city of Saint Paul’s Forestry Unit in April 2018. 

My 40-plus-year-old boulevard maple tree was dying and 
dropping large branches in high winds. The city came out, 
inspected the tree and painted a red circle around the trunk. 
They took the tree down the following month. I waited until 
September to call and ask when they would be replacing it. I 
was told they waited one full year before replacing trees. That 
October they also took down my neighbor’s boulevard tree, so 
now the shade that tree provided was gone, too.

Last summer the Forestry Unit ground the stumps, and I 
thought, “Oh good, they’re getting ready to plant some new 
trees.” Nothing was planted. I called this spring to ask if they 
would be planting trees this year. I was told my area was not 
scheduled for tree planting until 2027! Why? The reason, I 
was told, was because of the emerald ash borer. We had that 
issue way before my tree was cut down. The woman I talked 
to said if I wanted a tree sooner I could fill out a form on the 
city’s website. If it was approved, I could have a licensed tree 
service come out and plant a tree at my expense. 

I’ve lived in this house and paid property taxes for 43 

years and now I either have to wait another seven years or 
jump through hoops and pay to get a tree sooner. I called 
the Mayor’s Office and got a call back from a woman named 
Betty. She called the Forestry Unit to see if they could help me. 
Two days later I got a call back from Forestry. A man named 
Dan told me he’d put me on a list, and if they have any trees 
left over from the fall plantings I might get one.

I’m hopeful, but I’m not holding my breath. I don’t 
understand why I should have to wait so long for a boulevard 
tree. I’m not that young and not sure that I’ll live here or even 
be alive in 2027.

Faith Kruger
West End

The harm of pandemic pods 
0ur society is living in uncertain times. COVID-19 has 

taken its toll on families all around. In March every educator 
had to transition to a crisis learning model. This was a new 
experience for most educators, and families had to make 
adjustments fast.

In March I was a paraprofessional at a charter school in 
Saint Paul. I clearly remember the transition of going to 
school on a Friday and then never coming back. I watched 
my colleagues frantically flip the rest of the year to online 
learning. I watched teachers do their best with Zoom 
meetings and watched other paraprofessionals step up to 
help tutor students who were struggling to adapt. I have 
spoken to parents who were overwhelmed, struggling 
financially, moving to new houses or apartments and not 
knowing how best to help their children.

Now in August, I have transitioned to being a teacher of 
English as a Second Language at an elementary school in 
Saint Paul and decisions are still being made. Should we do 
distance learning this year? Should we adopt a hybrid model 
or try to do in-person classes five days a week? School districts 
are able to make their own decisions following data-driven 
guidelines based on COVID-19 outbreaks. With the Twin 
Cities area looking towards all online learning, there is a lot of 
fear surrounding what should be a joyful time.

Parents all over the United States have been pooling 
together to form “pandemic pods” where classes of up to 10 
students, usually in the same neighborhood, are taught by 
a private teacher. These are usually privately funded, with 
some teachers charging almost $500 a week for attendance. 
The New York Times is calling this “the 2020 version of the 
one-room schoolhouse.” Judging by the Highland Park 
neighborhood’s Facebook page, this is a popular idea among 
parents. On the surface, it looks like a great idea. If students 
cannot go to school, then families can bring the teachers to 
their homes.

I urge parents to reconsider this option. Pulling students 
from regular public schools or public charter schools will 
decrease state and federal funding to our public school 

system and widen the achievement gap. With pandemic pods 
costing families a lot of money, there is a clear segregation 
of education happening. The truth is, this idea puts lower-
income families in the Twin Cities and around the U.S. at 
a disadvantage and will clearly affect our students and 
families of color. These pandemic pods will also put families 
and students whose first language is not English at a 
disadvantage. 

No parent should be shamed for making educational 
decisions for their children, especially in this time of 
uncertainty. However, pandemic pods will have long-
lasting impacts on education and students, especially 
our marginalized communities. I urge families to stand in 
solidarity with our public schools and educators as we band 
together to navigate through this COVID-19 pandemic.

Amanda Cummings
Highland Park

Change laws, not place names
Rename Saint Paul (Villager Inbox, July 22)? Rename the 

several thousand U.S. place names that honor Christian saints 
and religious leaders such as Luther or Wesley? This would 
be a big project indeed. I suppose non-Catholics can debate 
whether saints are or were forces for good in the world or 
tools of what became an aggressive empire. Locally, before we 
argue the merits of Paul, or Saul of Tarsus, maybe we should 
consider renaming places named for folks like Alexander 
Ramsey (urged extermination of all Sioux in Minnesota) or 
Charles Lindbergh (anti-Semitic admirer of the Nazis).

The main point is, after we spend years changing names, 
will the U.S. be more just? A more loving community? Will we 
have promoted life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness? Or 
will we have merely antagonized a great many people?

I am happy to see the name Lake Calhoun replaced by Bde 
Maka Ska and happy for Cesar Chavez Street and Old Rondo 
Avenue. We can do more name changing that honors people 
or communities worth remembering. But still, we’re just 
playing with words. To promote justice for all, we need to 
change laws, not place names.

Dutton Foster
Macalester-Groveland

By Charles Hathaway, Kate Hunt and Jean Hoppe

Things have changed. Fifteen years ago, when Ford 
Motor Company decided to abandon its assembly 
plant in Highland Park, people asked: What will 

happen next? Covering roughly the equivalent of 50 city 
blocks of prime real estate, situated on a bluff overlooking the 
Mississippi River, convenient to both downtowns and the 
airport, and flanked by desirable neighborhoods, its fate was 
clearly consequential.

How the site would evolve was a matter of much 
discussion. Many ideas bubbled up: a park or natural area; 
a university, medical or corporate campus; a center for light 
or heavy industry. Saint Paul’s mayor opened discussions 
with Ford. The city’s planning department became involved 
and a community task force was formed to help guide 
the redevelopment. Neighbors expressed a preference for 
redevelopment that would complement and enhance the 
surrounding neighborhoods.

The city had its own ideas, however, and pushed them 
forward over neighborhood opposition. The city’s concept for 
the site was an ultra-dense collection of high-rise apartment 
buildings with space for retail stores and professional offices 
but with limited park space and without public facilities 
such as schools, recreation centers or libraries. Everything 
would be efficient. There would be apartments, not single-
family homes, so that each person’s real estate footprint 
would be small. Heating, cooling and electricity use would 
be minimized. Tenants would mostly be without cars; 

they would rely on more efficient public transportation. 
Homeownership, a family-friendly setting and a thriving 
middle class were not part of the city’s vision. 

That vision would work well for the construction industry, 
assuring that there would be construction jobs for many 
years to come. And the developers would profit by selling 
the buildings to wealthy out-of-state or foreign investors. 
Tenants’ rent checks—money that might otherwise be re-
invested in the local community—would be cashed in Boston, 
New York or Beijing.

With the high density would come high property tax 
revenue. Or such was the hope. On top of the millions the 
city had spent on planning, the city was willing to pay out 
hundreds of millions in tax-increment financing (TIF) 
subsidies for the project, gambling that property values 
would keep going up. But things have changed. The pandemic 
and nationwide protests over societal systems have brought 
an awareness that business as usual is no longer acceptable. 

Crowding people into constricted apartment buildings 
and elevators, into buses and light-rail cars, into brew pubs 
or small parks and walkways is increasingly understood to 
be unhealthy. People have developed a renewed appreciation 
for spending time outdoors, in open spaces, in nature and 
away from crowds. And with epidemiologists warning 
that COVID-19 could be followed by other epidemics yet 
unimagined, demand for ultra-dense housing may wane. So 
after having committed hundreds of millions of dollars of 
TIF financing to the high-density plan, it is looking more and 
more like the city has placed a bad bet.

Meanwhile, the civil unrest sparked by the death of George 
Floyd has gone well beyond demands for police reform. 
Cries are heard not just for criminal justice, but for social and 
economic justice. It is particularly jarring, therefore, that the 
plan for the Ford site should be predicated on the assumption 
of a dystopian future without a middle class. Within this 
vision, a large group of less affluent citizens will be squeezed 
into a constrained living situation with the profits and 
benefits flowing up and out. Absent is any provision for 
thriving families or a focus on the conditions that would 
promote a healthy and fulfilling existence. 

However, things have changed. This is a moment for us to 
pause and reconsider our trajectory. Bulldozers are already 
rumbling at the Ford site, but so far little has actually been 
built. We should take the COVID crisis and the current civil 
unrest as an opportunity to step back and reimagine the 
future at the Ford site. For the Ford site, the primary design 
question should be, how do we create habitat for humans 
that is healthy, beautiful, generative and enriching? 

Let us create a place where buildings are constructed at 
human scale, where there is plenty of opportunity to enjoy 
parks and open space and nature, where people can invest in 
their own home and their neighborhood, building a life for 
themselves and their families. Let us create a place of beauty, 
where a strong sense of community will prevail. Our city 
will be stronger and better for it. Long after we are departed, 
future generations will thank us. 

The writers are  all residents of Highland Park.

Societal changes reveal shortcomings in Ford site plan

INBOX

The Villager welcomes letters to the editor and longer 
guest editorials. To be considered for publication, 
however, all commentary must be signed, indicate the 
neighborhood in which the writer lives and provide a 
phone number for verification purposes. You may send 
your letter to the Villager at 757 S. Snelling Ave., email it 
to letters@myvillager.com or submit it on our website at 
myvillager.com/editorial. The Villager reserves the right to 
edit all commentary for grammar, spelling and length. 
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By Jane McClure

Anyone who has been saving a stack of 
shingles or a broken stove for a Saint 
Paul neighborhood cleanup may have 

to wait until 2021 or seek other options for 
their disposal. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
resulted in the cancellation of all four of this 
year’s previously scheduled citywide drop-
off events, including the one typically held in 
September on Shepard Road in Highland Park.

The cancellations were a disappointment, 
but not a surprise to local cleanup volunteers 
and users. Highland District Council execu-
tive director Kathy Carruth said her office has 
already been hearing from senior citizens who 
need to have items picked up. “We’re not sure 
how the seniors will be helped,” she said.

Last year, vendors reported collecting 265 
tons of waste for disposal and 189 tons of 
items that could be recycled during the drop-
off events. The events drew a total of 3,147 ve-
hicle loads. Highland had the second-largest 
event with 915 vehicles, behind the State Fair 
event with 1,070 vehicles. 

The material collected last year included 
136 tons of construction or demolition mate-
rial, 128 tons of general refuse, 55 tons of elec-
tronics, 42 tons of appliances, nearly 20 tons 
of mattresses, 10 tons of shredded paper, 176 
small engines and 183 bicycles.

Macalester-Groveland resident Cynthia 
McArthur, a longtime cleanup volunteer who 
collects bikes and bike parts for the Center for 
Victims of Torture, has seen a trend toward 
fewer volunteer helpers and fewer groups 
coming in to collect and reuse items. She 
would like to see more of a focus on reusing 

items and on teaching younger people the 
value of recycling.

McArthur wondered if there was a safe, 
low or no-contact alternative for residents to  
dispose of materials now that the drop-offs 
are canceled. “There’s been no direction 
from the city on what to do with such items,”  
she said.

Lisa Hiebert of the Saint Paul Department 
of Public Works said residents should watch 
their mailboxes for details on how to dispose 
of bulky items and materials that typically go 
to the drop-off events. Residents are also be-
ing encouraged to check the city website at  
tinyurl.com/y44dv86e for disposal options, 
including garbage transfer stations, house-
hold hazardous waste disposal sites and  
charities that accept reusable items.

Hiebert also reminded residents that they 
can have bulky items and electronics picked 
up with their trash. Residents of buildings 
with no more than four units can have two 
to three bulky items picked up each year at 
no charge, depending on the size of the trash 
carts they have selected. They need to arrange 
for the pickup of bulky items and electronics 
in advance with a their hauler. There are fees 
for additional items, which can be found at 
stpaul.gov/bulky.

  Seniors and people with disabilities who 
need assistance can contact the new Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors program, Hiebert 
said. In partnership with Cities of Service 
and AARP, the program uses volunteers to 
safely support those who require help with 
basic needs due to their age, mobility, income 
or other factors. For more information, visit 
stpaul.gov/serve/neighbors-helping.

Bicycle parts were collected for recycling at the 2005 fall cleanup in Highland Park. Photo by Anne Brandrud

Saint Paul discards citywide drop-offs 
due to pandemic, outlines other options
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By Frank Jossi

The Saint Paul School Board voted 5-1 
on August 5 to approve Superinten-
dent Joe Gothard’s recommendation 

and open the new school year on September 8 
with all students taking classes from home via 
the Internet. However, school district officials 
held out hope for a return to in-person in-
struction later this fall if the risk of COVID-19 
infection abates.

Gothard and his staff have been working 
with the Minnesota Departments of Health 
and Education on a safe way to reopen the 
schools. A recent increase in COVID cases 
statewide combined with a lack of classroom 
space for social distancing and the prospect of 
increased costs persuaded district officials to 
opt for all distance learning, he said. 

Gothard told the School Board he would 
reevaluate the situation as the school year 
progresses and announce on September 25 or 
October 14 whether or not the school district 
is ready to fully reopen or at least partially re-
open with a hybrid of in-person and distance 
learning. An announcement on September 25 
would address a possible reopening on Octo-
ber 19 following the four-day MEA weekend. 
An announcement on October 14 would ad-
dress a possible reopening on November 16, 
the first day of the winter term.

School Board member Steve Marchese, who 
cast the sole vote against the resolution for 
distance learning, proposed an amendment 
that would encourage the district to create 
optional in-person learning opportunities for 
families struggling with distance learning. 

Those options would be helpful for students 
in special education or English Language 
Learner programs for whom distance learning 
is especially difficult, he said. 

“In this environment, with everyone’s cir-
cumstances being so different, I felt like the 
district should make available limited options 
to those families,” Marchese said. According 
to him, offering in-school teaching for a select 
number of students could provide the district 
with guidance on how to return to broader in-
person instruction at a later date. 

Reopening the schools to in-person instruc-
tion with the necessary safety precautions 
would be costly, even with a hybrid approach, 
according to Gothard. School buildings and 
buses are limited to 50 percent capacity under 
Governor Tim Walz’s COVID-19 guidelines, he 
said, and just one quarter of the classrooms in 
the district’s middle and high schools could 
accommodate students with the required so-
cial distancing. Elementary schools would re-
quire an additional 1,200 staff members for a 
full reopening and an additional 300 to 400 
staff members for hybrid instruction, he said. 

“The amount of precision necessary to ef-
fectively plan a hybrid schedule is incredible 
in a district like ours,” Gothard said.

Another problem involves transportation. 
School buses were used to bring food to low-
income students learning from home last 
spring, Gothard said. Under a hybrid learning 
model, buses would be needed to transport 
students to and from school while also deliv-
ering meals to the many other students who 
are learning from home.

The school district has promised several 

improvements to the distance learning model 
that was used last spring. The new approach, 
called Distance Learning 2.0, will provide in-
struction that is more personal, consistent, 
robust and engaging, Gothard said. Though 
few specifics were offered on how the district 
will do that, academic support centers will be 
available in schools throughout the city, ac-
cording to him. Gothard has also promised 
refinements in attendance taking, grading ex-
pectations, the number of assignments given 
in a day or a week and the introduction of 
more synchronous instruction.

Teachers and students will be better pre-
pared for distance learning this fall, he said. 
According to him, they will have all of the 
technology they need, and schools will have 
additional staff on hand to support students 
remotely. 

Many volunteers and retired teachers con-
tacted the district last spring offering to assist 

with distance learning. Gothard said he was 
not able to enlist their help, but this fall he 
plans to make use of that help.

When deciding how students can eventu-
ally return to in-person instruction, Gothard 
said he wants flexibility. One grade or the 
pre-kindergarten and elementary grades may 
return first with other grades to follow. “We 
don’t want to box ourselves in,” he said. The 
size of individual schools will play a role in the 
decision, since social distancing will remain in 
place and not many classrooms have enough 
room to accommodate that.

For Gothard, the situation is far from ideal. 
COVID creates the kind of social distance and 
isolation that detracts from the sense of com-
munity that schools build, he said. “But I re-
main hopeful, optimistic and energized to 
make this the best it can be for our students, 
family and staff,” he added.

Playing it safe
Daunting logistics convince district 
to open year with distance learning  

In a practice run, custodian John Washington disinfects a classroom set up for social distancing if and 
when in-person instruction returns to Jie Ming Academy in Highland Park.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

By Anne Murphy

The picture hanging in the office of the 
Reverend Dr. Brian Friedrich is worth 
1,000 words about his connection to 

Concordia University-Saint Paul and why he 
elected to become its president in January. 
Framed with Friedrich are his grandfather, 
father, two uncles and a brother —all gradu-
ates of Concordia. With a legacy like that, it 
was impossible for Friedrich to say no when 
he was approached about becoming just the 
10th president of a school that was founded in 
1893.

In truth, “I wasn’t so sure I wanted to come 
back,” said Friedrich, a 1979 graduate of 

Concordia-Saint Paul (CSP). After serving as 
president of Concordia University-Nebraska 
since 2004, he and his wife Laurie, also a CSP 
graduate, were looking forward to retirement. 
“But God had other plans,” he said.

Now settled in his home in the Lexington-
Hamline neighborhood, Friedrich said, “we 
love many things about Saint Paul—the 
beauty of the city, the majestic homes, the 
tree-lined summits, flowing river, kind neigh-
bors, diverse citizenry, entertainment, the 
arts, sports, parks, walking and bike paths, 
ease of transportation, four seasons and the 
rich resources provided by the numerous in-
stitutions of higher education.

“There’s also a great sense of nostalgia 

here,” said Friedrich, who grew up outside 
of Marcus, Iowa. “This is where Laurie and I 
met, fell in love, made lifelong friends, many 
of whom still live and work in the metro area 
and with whom we’re excited to connect with 
on a much more routine basis.” 

The Friedrichs have three grown children 
and one grandchild. Laurie earned a degree in 
elementary education at CSP and went on to 
receive a master’s and Ph.D. She is a member 
of the faculty of the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, “but her teaching assignment for 
the coming year is primarily online,” Fried-
rich said, “so she’ll be able to live in Saint Paul 
while teaching for UNL.” 

The academic life at CSP today looks very 

different from when he first moved onto cam-
pus as an undergraduate, but Friedrich is con-
fident in the ability of the university and the 
Twin Cities as a whole to overcome the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and the civil unrest that fol-
lowed the death of George Floyd. As of early 
August, he said, “we’re still planning to start 
our traditional undergraduate classes face-to-
face on September 8. The state Department of 
Health (MDH) requires colleges and univer-
sities to present a reopening plan before the 
institution is allowed to conduct face-to-face 
classes. CSP has done so, and our plan exceeds 
MDH guidelines.” 

Dr. brian Friedrich   c11

Concordia taps ’79 grad as new president
Friedrich comes home to university well positioned for future
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CSP was well-poised for the online learning 
that was instituted last spring, according to 
Friedrich. Online learning has been a strong 
component of the school for years, he said, 
and when the state mandate for closing was 
issued on March 12, classes were cancelled 
immediately. By March 16 they were being of-
fered to students online.

Despite COVID-19, Friedrich is confident 
that enrollment at CSP will be strong this year. 
Fall 2019 figures showed over 5,000 under-
graduate, graduate and online students from 
49 states and over 20 countries, he said.

“By design, intention and commitment, 
CSP is an urban university that takes pride 
in its location in the Midway district of Saint 
Paul,” Friedrich said. “We serve best by fulfill-
ing our mission and promise, both of which 
speak to current societal challenges. CSP is 
a place where all are welcome and Christ is 
honored. We seek to prepare students for 
thoughtful and informed living, for dedicated 
service to God and humanity and for enlight-
ened care of God’s creation, all within the con-
text of the Christian Gospel. 

“Our tuition is among the lowest of any 
private college in the country, and when cou-
pled with generous scholarship support from 
federal, state and university resources, CSP is 
affordable and accessible for students of all 
socioeconomic backgrounds,” Friedrich said. 
“We believe providing an affordable higher 
education rooted in practical application that 
prepares students for jobs and vocations is the 
best way we can address issues of inequity in 
our society and world.

“One of the many blessings for all who 
serve and study here is the community in 
which we’re located,” he said. “We have won-
derful neighbors and want to be a wonderful 
neighbor. The current crises, more than ever, 
require us to listen to, communicate with, em-
pathize alongside, work hand in hand with 
and care for all in our community.

“Saint Paul is an amazing city, and our di-
versity and differences make us strong and 
vibrant. By caring for our neighbors, we learn 
that our differences can unite us and make us 
stronger and more dynamic.

“We often say that the people here are lov-
able and loving,” Friedrich said. “Saint Paul is 
a hidden jewel.”

Dr. Lauren Hav­
erly of Macales-
ter-Groveland has 
opened Prism Eye 
Care, 272 S. Snel-
ling Ave., Suite 
300. The recipient 
of the Minnesota 
Optometric Asso
ciation’s Young 
Optometrist of 
the Year award in 
2016, Dr. Haverly serves patients of all ages 
and all visual needs. She has a special interest 
in helping her patients slow down the pro-
gression of near-sightedness. 

Burger Dive will open its first stand-alone 
restaurant on August 19 in the former Bay 
Street Grill at 731 Randolph Ave. After running 
a successful pop-up eatery at Tony Jaros Riv-
ergarden in Northeast Minneapolis and oper-
ating inside the Potluck Food Hall at Rosedale 
Center, owners Josh Thoma, Kevin Fitzgerald 
and Nick O’Leary thought the Bay Street Grill 
space was the perfect fit for a brick-and-mor-
tar expansion. “We’re excited to add another 
Burger Dive location, especially in Saint Paul,” 
Fitzgerald said. “Josh and I are both from here, 
so opening a classic bar with Nick’s amazing 
food in our own backyard is pretty special.” 
Guests can expect to find burgers, pull tabs, 
weekly meat raffles and trivia games. Unlike 
other Burger Dive locations, the Bay Street 
Burger Dive will also serve breakfast.

Mentors to small businesses are needed to 
help them navigate the grant and loan ap-
plication process for COVID-19 relief. Volun-
teers with business and financial expertise 
will be screened, trained and then matched 
with local business owners to assist with their 

specific needs. Volunteers who can speak 
Hmong, Somali, Oromo, Spanish and Karen 
are especially being encouraged to apply. The 
program is sponsored by the city of Saint Paul, 
Ramsey County, Saint Paul Area Chamber of 
Commerce, SCORE, African Economic Devel-
opment Solutions, Hmong American Partner-
ship, Latino Economic Development Center, 
Metropolitan Consortium of Community 
Developers and Neighborhood Development 
Center. For information, visit saintpaulcham-
ber.com/payitforward.

Colin Anderson, owner of Eureka Com-
pass Vegan Food, 629 N. Aldine St., has been 
named 2020’s Business Person of the Year by 
the Highland Business Association and Saint 
Paul Sunrise Rotary Club. Eureka Compass 
is a bodega that sells unique hot meals and 
hard-to-find vegan items, produce, pastries 
and pantry staples. Anderson was recognized 
for his relationship-building, zero-waste ap-
proach to food, support of other small busi-
nesses, donations to nonprofits and response 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

We Love Saint Paul/We Love the Midway 
Fund has been awarded a $200,000 challenge 
grant from Travelers. The funds will be used 
to match contributions up to that amount 
to rebuild businesses damaged in this sum-
mer’s rioting and to promote  racial equality. 
Distribution of the fund proceeds are being 
led by the Saint Paul Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Midway Chamber of Commerce and 
Saint Paul Downtown Alliance. All donations 
are tax-deductible. Donations may be made 
online at WeLoveStPaul.com or WeLoveT-
heMidway.com or mailed to We Love Saint 
Paul, Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation, 401 N. Robert St. Suite 150, Saint 
Paul, MN 55101.

Business Briefs

Concordia University-Saint Paul’s new president Dr. Brian Friedrich is looking forward to welcoming 
students back to campus for in-person classes beginning on September 8.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

10b DR. brian Friedrich
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 2100 block of Pinehurst Avenue 
at 5:20 p.m. Tuesday, July 28.

Burglary—Commercial burglaries oc-
curred on the 2400 block of West Seventh 
Street on July 18, the 2200 block of Ford Park-
way on July 20, the 2500 block of Stewart Av-
enue on July 27, the 2300 block of West Sev-
enth on July 30, and the 800 block of South 
Cleveland Avenue on August 1.

—Residential break-ins were reported on 
the 2000 block of Pinehurst Avenue at 5:31 
p.m. Sunday, July 19; and on the 600 block of 
South Snelling Avenue at 12:20 a.m. Monday, 
August 3.

Theft—Two vehicles were stolen on the 
1000 block of South Prior Avenue on July 16, 
and four vehicles were stolen on the 700-900 
blocks of South Cleveland Avenue between  
July 17-19. 

—Vehicles also were reported stolen on the 
1700 block of West Seventh Street on July 25, 
the 2000 block of Ford Parkway on July 30, 
the 1800 block of Graham Avenue on July 30, 
the 2100 block of West Seventh on August 3, 
the 1700 block of Graham on August 3 and the 
1700 block of Yorkshire Avenue on August 4.  

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
knife was reported on the 2500 block of West 
Seventh Street at 2:13 a.m. Monday, July 27.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
1400 block of South Mississippi River Boule-
vard at 10:57 a.m. Wednesday, August 5.

Arson—An arson fire was reported on the 
1300 block of East Maynard Drive at 7:31 a.m. 
Thursday, July 23.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—Burglaries were reported on the 

1300 block of University Avenue on July 29 
and August 5, and on the 1100 block of Hague 
Avenue on August 1. 

Theft—Three vehicles were reported  
stolen on the 1100-1300 blocks of University  
Avenue on July 23.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—Robberies at gunpoint were re-

ported on the 2000 block of Grand Avenue at 
3:51 and 5:39 a.m. Saturday, August 1.

Burglary—Commercial break-ins were re-
ported on the 1700 block of Grand Avenue at  

8 p.m. Monday, July 20; the 200 block of 
South Hamline Avenue at 11:53 p.m. Saturday, 
July 25; and the 400 block of South Snelling 
Avenue at 11:45 p.m. Sunday, July 26.

—A residential burglary was reported on 
the 1400 block of Randolph Avenue at 4 a.m. 
Tuesday, August 4.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1800 
block of Goodrich Avenue on July 26, and on 
Cretin and Grand avenues on July 31.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from two vehicles on the 
1400 blocks of Palace and Berkeley avenues on 
July 28-29.

Mendota Heights
Burglary—A burglary took place on the 

900 block of Highway 13 at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 4.

Theft—The catalytic converter was report-
ed stolen from a vehicle on the 1000 block of 
Chippewa Avenue at 12:17 p.m. Monday, Au-
gust 3.

—Several items were reported stolen from 
a trailer on the 1400 block of Highway 13 at 
2:24 p.m. Tuesday, August 4. The loss was  
estimated at $1,500.

—All four wheels were stolen from a ve-
hicle on the 2300 block of Lexington Avenue  
during the evening of August 4-5.

Sex crime—A woman said that she was 
walking on Lilydale Road when a male jumped 
out of the woods and exposed himself at 2:39 
p.m. Wednesday, August 5. The woman was 
able to give a detailed description of the man 
and he was cited for indecent exposure. 

Merriam Park
Burglary—Residential burglaries were re-

ported on the 1700 block of Selby Avenue at 
4:32 p.m. Monday, July 20; and on the 2300 
block of Marshall Avenue at 6:30 a.m. Mon-
day, July 27.

—A commercial break-in was reported on 
the 2000 block of Marshall Avenue at 3:30 
a.m. Monday, August 3.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 2000 
block of Carroll Avenue on July 22, the 1900 
block of University Avenue on July 24, the 400 
block of North Wheeler Street on July 25, on 
Cleveland and Selby avenues on July 30, the 
2100 block of Marshall Avenue on July 31, on 
Cleveland and Ashland avenues on August 
2, and the 2000 block of Dayton Avenue on  
August 5.

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A robbery at knifepoint was 

reported on Pascal Street and Saint Anthony  
Avenue at 1:27 a.m. Tuesday, July 21.

Burglary—Burglaries were reported on the 
1400 block of University Avenue at 11:38 a.m. 
Thursday, July 16; the 1400 block of Summit 
Avenue at 8:30 a.m. Sunday, July 26; and the 
200 block of North Snelling Avenue at 10:29 
a.m. Wednesday, July 29.

Theft—A vehicle was stolen on the 1500 
block of Selby Avenue on July 17.

Summit Hill
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was  

reported on Grand Avenue and Milton Street 
at 8:02 a.m. Tuesday, July 29.

Burglary—A residential break-in was re-
ported on the 300 block of Grand Avenue at 
7:30 a.m. Thursday, July 16.

—Commercial break-ins were reported on 
the 600 block of Grand Avenue at 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 18, and the 700 block of Grand at  
6 p.m. Sunday, July 26.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
Lincoln Avenue and Lexington on July 19 and 
20, the 900 block of Linwood Avenue on July 
27, and the 100 block of South Dunlap Street 
on July 28.

Summit-University
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 300 block of North Lexington 
Parkway at 8:13 a.m. Friday, July 17.

—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 
the 300 block of Laurel Avenue at 10:43 p.m. 
Thursday, July 23.

Burglary—Residential burglaries were re-
ported on the 200 block of Dayton Avenue at 
noon Friday, July 24; and on the 800 block of 
Hague Avenue at 9 p.m. Sunday, August 2.

Assault—Aggravated assaults with a gun 
were reported on Kent Street and Portland 
Avenue at 10:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 21; and on 
Louis Street and Marshall Avenue at 1:35 a.m. 
Thursday, July 31.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
Summit Court near Summit Lane on July 18, 
on Concordia Avenue and Grotto Street on 
July 18, the 200 block of Dayton Avenue on 
July 22, the 1000 block of Carroll Avenue on 
July 25 and 28, the 800 block of Holly Avenue 
on July 31, the 300 block of Lexington Parkway 
on August 1, on the 400 block of Ashland Av-
enue on August 2, the 300-500 blocks of Day-
ton on August 3 and 4, and the 700 block of 
Carroll on August 4. 

West End
Burglary—Two commercial break-ins 

were reported on the 200 block of Grand Av-
enue during the early mornings of August 4 
and 5.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 100 block of West Seventh Street on July 
28, and the 100 block of Forbes Avenue on  
July 31.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on the 200 
block of Goodrich Avenue on August 3, and 
the 200 block of Spring Street on August 5.

Crime Report
Man charged with 

toppling Columbus 
statue at Capitol

Michael Anthony Forcia, 56, of 
New Brighton was charged by 
the Ramsey County Attorney’s 

Office on August 13 with felony criminal 
damage to property in connection with 
pulling down the Christopher Columbus 
statue in front of the state Capitol. 

According to the complaint, the Min-
nesota State Patrol received information 
on the morning of June 10 that Forcia or-
ganized a 5 p.m. event via social media to 
topple the statue. When troopers arrived 
by 4 p.m., they observed Forcia and anoth-
er individual by the statue holding a flag. 

Forcia reportedly stated that requests 
by Native Americans to have the statue re-
moved had been ignored for 20 years. He 
was informed by a patrol captain about the 
process for removing monuments on the 
Capitol complex, but Forcia insisted that 
the statue would come down that day.

By 4:52 p.m. a large crowd had gathered 
around the statue and by 5:01 p.m. it was 
pulled to the ground. Forcia reportedly de-
clined to name others involved in the pro-
test. The estimated cost to repair the dam-
age was $154,553.

The Capitol Area Architectural and 
Planning Board is reviewing artwork at 
the Capitol and is expected to vote to re-
move or replace the Columbus statue. If 
removed, the Minnesota Historical Society 
reportedly will take possession and deter-
mine the statue’s future.
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By Frank Jossi

Private yards and other outdoor spaces 
will serve as stages during the 25th 
anniversary season of the Minnesota 

Jewish Theatre Company. Dubbed “Theater 
Six Feet Apart,” the four-play package opened 
on August 15 with a two-week run of 25 
Questions for a Jewish Mother by Kate Moira 
Ryan and Judy Gold. The comedy will be 
presented in the backyards of local homes, 
on a Harriet Island stage, at Wolfe Park 
Amphitheater in Saint Louis Park and on the 
field outside the Talmud Torah of Saint Paul.

COVID-19 has had a profound impact on 
the Minnesota Jewish Theater, which has 
been based at the Highland Park Community 
Center for most of its 25-year history. Last 
season ended early because of the pandemic, 
and founder and artistic director Barbara 
Brooks felt compelled to continue with 
live performances as soon as possible. “I 
guess I’m forever the optimist,” she said. “I 
thought I’d take these challenges and create 
opportunities. I wasn’t going to not do a 
season.”

In 2014 the Jewish Theater produced 
the play Rose in several private Twin Cities 
homes. Patrons told Brooks they enjoyed the 
domestic setting, and that gave the company 
confidence that the backyard venues could 
work. The backyards and larger outdoor 
venues provide enough space for social 
distancing, Brooks said. Theater-goers will be 
required to wear masks, and audience traffic 
will be dispersed to avoid any choke points. 

“It’s of the utmost importance to us that 
everyone is safe, both the audience and the 
actors,” Brooks said.

 25 Questions for a Jewish Mother explores 
the love and angst of the children of Jewish 
mothers. Based on five years of interviews 
with mothers and children, the play stars 
Kim Kivens and Laura Stearns and is directed 
by Highland Park resident Jennie Ward.

According to Ward, the rehearsals were 
difficult. “There’s nothing in life that isn’t 
challenging now,” she said. “Going to the 

grocery store is challenging.” However, she 
added, theater professionals are “pretty 
resourceful and flexible.”

Rehearsals for 25 Questions began remotely 
on a digital platform before moving outdoors. 
For the actual performances, the actors will 
be the only people not wearing masks, but 
they will have hand-held microphones to 
avoid spreading any aerosols, according to 
Ward, and will be situated at least 20 feet 
from any audience members.

25 Questions addresses the cultural 

stereotypes of Jewish mothers, how those 
stereotypes came about and whether or not 
they fit the reality of “having and being a 
Jewish mother,” Ward said. “The reality is 
more rich and varied than you might have 
imagined. And it’s really funny.” 

Next up for the Minnesota Jewish Theater 
is Operation: Immigration, a drama that will 
be presented online from October 17-25. 
Written and performed by Avi Aharoni, the 
play tells of a young Minnesotan’s search 
for the truth of his late father’s immigration 
and assimilation into American society. A 
hit at the 2019 Minnesota Fringe Festival, 
Operation: Immigration has been expanded 
and updated for this production.

The third show of the season is Musical 
Revue featuring the songs of such Jewish 
American composers as Leonard Bernstein, 
Stephen Sondheim and Bob Dylan. 
Developed by Brooks and Kevin Dutcher and 
directed by Dutcher, the original production 
will be presented online from February 13-21.

The theater’s final production of the 
season, The People’s Violin, will be performed 
from April 25-May 15 at a venue yet to be 
determined. Written by Charles Varon, the 
play tells of a filmmaker, the son of a famous 
Jewish writer, and his quest for the truth 
about his family and the mysterious violin 
that emerges as a touchstone for the family’s 
history.

For information on show times and venues 
or to purchase individual or season tickets, 
visit mnjewishtheatre.org or call 651- 
647-4315.

Kim Kivens (left) and 
Laura Stearns re-
hearse their roles as 
daughter and mother 
in 25 Questions for 
a Jewish Mother. The 
first production in 
the Minnesota Jewish 
Theatre Company’s 
25th anniversary 
season is playing now 
through August 30 
at outdoor venues 
across the Twin Cities.
Photo by 
Brad Stauffer

‘25 Questions’ is Jewish Theatre’s answer to the pandemic 

By Anne Murphy

I have always believed in the 
healing power of telling one’s 
story,” said Carolyn Holbrook, 

whose new book Tell Me Your 
Names and I will Testify speaks 
volumes about the trials she 
faced in becoming an author, arts 
advocate and educator. “While 
reliving some of the memories I 
write about was difficult, there was 
also relief in opening up and telling 
those stories.”

Tell Me Your Names “is a memoir 
of connected essays,” said 
Holbrook, 75. “I’ve been writing 
essays for 20 or 30 years, and it was 
time to compile them.” Collectively, 
they chronicle how Holbrook relied 
on heart, soul, a resolute spirit 
and the support of her ancestors 
to build the kind of life that in her 
early years seemed improbable if 
not impossible. 

If there is one thing Holbrook 
can bequeath to her five children, 
eight grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren, she said, it 
is “the knowledge that when they 
experience difficult times, they 
can push through with the help of 
their parents, each other and the 
knowledge that their ancestors 
made it through enormous 
difficulties. Therapy, journaling, 

knitting, chocolate and good 
friends” help as well, she added. 

A resident of Saint Paul’s South 
Saint Anthony Park neighborhood, 
Holbrook dedicated Tell Me Your 
Names to her mother and stepfather 
and to “my ancestral mothers 
on whose shoulders I stand,” 
she writes. Her mother was an 
independent businesswoman 
who owned beauty shops in 
Minneapolis. Her stepfather 
was the first Black auditor for 
the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture. “I come from a long 
line of role models,” she writes. 
“Black women entrepreneurs and 
educators…it’s because of their 
legacy that I’ve been able to achieve 
as much as I have.”

 Holbrook will discuss Tell 
Me Your Names and I Will Testify 
(University of Minnesota Press, 
200 pp.) in a free program at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, August 26, 
through Next Chapter Booksellers, 
38 S. Snelling Ave. To register 
for the online program, visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com.  

Holbrook was persuaded to 
begin writing about herself and her 
family in 1993 after being visited 
by the spirit of a woman who told 
her, “I am Liza. You have to tell our 
story.” A cousin confirmed that 
their family had an ancestor named 

Eliza. Later, while going through 
family photographs, Holbrook 
found one of the woman who had 
appeared to her. “Visits from loved 
ones who had passed were not new 
to me,” she writes. “But this was 
the first time a spirit showed up 
with an explicit command.” 

Holbrook’s life had given her 
much to write about. “By the time 
I reached my mid-teens, I was mad 
at the world, determined to do the 
opposite of anything my parents 
wanted me to do,” she writes. 
At 16, she was single, pregnant 
and incarcerated for driving the 
getaway car for a boyfriend in an 
attempted robbery. Years later, she 
left an abusive marriage and as a 
single mother of five children grew 
determined to not only become 
financially independent, but to do 
so through writing what she had 
harbored in her soul. 

Holbrook went to work as a 
secretary and typist to support 
herself and her children. She began 
writing for her neighborhood 
newspaper. She took creative 
writing classes and with fellow 
writers founded the Whittier 
Writing Workshop and its 
mentoring program for Black 
writers. For that effort, she received 
the 1985 Leader Lunch Award for 
Neighborhood Impact from the 

YWCA, as related in her essay “The 
Award.” 

In another essay, “Coming 
Clean,” Holbrook writes about her 
experiences teaching a creative 
writing class through the Mother 
Infant Care Education Program. Her 
students were initially uninterested 
in writing. Then she told them her 
story. “I definitely had the young 
parents’ attention then,” she writes. 
“Questions flowed one after the 
other, most centering on why I had 
stayed in an abusive relationship 
for so long, how I dug myself out of 
poverty, and how I got where I am 
now.”

Serving as a teacher and mentor 
has been a large part of Holbrook’s 
life. She was the first person of 
color to serve on the staff of the Loft 
Literary Center in Minneapolis. 
In 1993, to make the literary arts 
accessible to a wider audience, she 
created SASE: The Write Place and 
served as its leader until 2006. 

Now an adjunct professor 
of creative writing at Hamline 
University where she has taught 
since 1997, Holbrook is a staunch 
believer in writing as a source of 
well-being. “I try to demonstrate 

A writer and a teacher 
Holbrook tells of her own redemption 
while laying a path for others to follow   

Carolyn Holbrook’s new memoir is a collection of essays that offer snapshots from 
her long effort to build the life that her ancestors had modeled. Photo by Brad Stauffer

carolyn holbrook  c14
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Carondelet Center

1890 Randolph Ave, Ste 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105

LexingtonLanding.org

Hello from Lexington Landing, a new 
senior living community operated by the 
management arm of Presbyterian Homes & 
Services. Since 1955, during joyful times and 
hard times, PHS has been caring for older 
adults. We do our best to care for your loved 
ones like our own family—mothers, fathers, 
grandmas & grandpas. Despite the challenges 
facing our world, we rise up to fulfi ll our 
mission—to honor God by enriching the lives 
and touching the hearts of older adults.

Select fl oor plans still available for 
assisted living, memory care and 
senior apartments! 

HIGHLAND PARK
WINTER 2020 

SENIOR APARTMENTS   |   ASSISTED LIVING   |   MEMORY CARE

Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned By: J. A. Wedum Foundation   
Managed By: PHS Management, LLC

Call Dianna to set up a 
personal or virtual visit! 

651-432-4940
Experience Matters

Books
Author John-Ivan Palmer will discuss 
Master of Deception, his new memoir about 
growing up in a traveling variety show with 
his magician father and magician’s assistant 
mother, at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 26. 
To register for the free online program, visit  
subtextbooks.com or call 651-493-2791.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will play host to a free online discussion 
with author Brian F. Harrison and his book, 
A Change Is Gonna Come: How to Have Effective 
Political Conversations in a Divided America, at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, September 1. To register, visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Exhibits
“Shine a Light,” a free, multimedia exhibit 
showcasing the window displays of four 
theater designers, is on view through 
August 30 at the Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyn
dale Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Featured is the 
art of Sarah Bahr, Chelsea Warren, Mina 
Kinukawa and Catalyst Arts’ Bayou and the 
artistic responses of E.G. Bailey, H. Adam 
Harris, Isabella Star LaBlanc and Eric Sharp. 
Additional content is available online. Visit 
jungletheater.org.

“Votes for Women,” an online exhibit 
commemorating the adoption of the 19th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that 
granted women the right to vote 100 years 
ago, will be launched on August 26 on the 
Minnesota Historical Society’s website at 
mnhs.org. Developed in partnership with the 
League of Women Voters, the exhibit tells the 
stories of more than 40 Minnesota women 
who took their civic duty especially to heart. 
Special programs on voting rights will 
be offered throughout the fall, including 

a Facebook live event at 7 p.m. August 26 
with Lori Sturdevant and former Minnesota 
Secretary of State Joan Growe, authors of 
the new book Turnout: Making Minnesota the 
State that Votes.

Family
Virtual Family Day, a collection of free 
concerts and arts experience in the mold 
of the Flint Hills Family Festival, will be 
presented by the Ordway online from August 
29 through September 7. Mini-concerts, 
sing-a-longs, magic tricks, art activities 
and artist interviews are all on tap. Among 
the performers are Sons of Mystro, two 

brothers who use their violins to interpret 
reggae classics, American pop and their 
own creations; children’s performers and 
jazz artists Dan and Claudia Zanes; the 
Native American dances, regalia and music 
of Native Pride Arts; and the Mexican folk 
dance group Los Alegres Bailadores. Visit 
FlintHillsFestival.Ordway.org.

Music
Jazz Fest Live, a summer series of free 
online performances, continues on Thurs
days  from the patio of Crooner’s Lounge 
and Supper Club in Fridley with trombonist 
Dave Graf at 7:30 p.m. August 20 and singer 
Robin Robertson at 7 p.m. August 27. Visit 
twincitiesjazzfestival.com.

Theater
“Raw Stages,” a monthly reading of 
new scripts by Minnesota artists, is being 
streamed by the History Theatre. The series 
continues with Diesel Heart from September 
4-10. Each program includes the reading, a 
short interview with the creative team and a 
live discussion with the audience. Tickets are 
$15-$50. Visit historytheatre.com.

Fast Fest, the Minnesota Association of 
Community Theatres’ biennial short-play 
festival, will be held online on Saturday, 
August 22. The virtual festival will open 
with morning workshops on the creative 
process followed by the plays from 1:30-9 
p.m. Among the shows are A Minnesotan 
Soap Opera, or the Cold and the Uff-da-ful by 
County Seat Theater; Will (ful)(ly) by Ole 
Olson Onstage; Bonnie and Clod by Marshall 
Area Stage Company; The Wild by Merlin 
Players; The Aunt and the Sluggard by Little 
Theatre of Owatonna; Match Dot Bomb by 
Taken for Granite Players; In a Time of Masks 

by Pargeter Players; Slimm, Jim and the VI by 
Mindless Mirth Productions; Twelfth Night 
by Classics Lost ’n’ Found Theatre; and Bad 
Mystery Suspense/Science Fiction Theater by 
NKB Productions. Tickets are $12 for the 
workshops, $15 for the afternoon session, 
$15 for the evening session and $25 for the 
festival package. Visit mact.net.

“JFS-on-a-Schtick,” a free variety show, will 
be presented online at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
August 26, by the Jewish Family Service of 
Saint Paul. Emceed by Caleb McEwen of 
Minneapolis’ Brave New Workshop, the show 
will feature comedienne and actress Jackie 
Kashian; entertainer Sandy Atlas and his song 
“Never Thought,” lamenting the changes 
brought on by COVID-19;  and Gilad Paz 
of Voce Nova performing the aria “Nessun 
Dorma” from the opera Turandot and “We 
Are the Champions.” To request the Zoom 
link, visit jfssp.org/contact-us.

Et cetera
Ramsey County Master Gardeners is 
offering advice for gardening problems, 
information about best garden practices 
and help identifying plants and insects 
from 11 a.m.-noon on Saturdays in August 
and September. The online program is 
held via Zoom. Join by visiting umn.zoom.
us/s/97696903081 or by calling 651-372-8299 
and entering meeting ID 976 9690 3081. For 
more information, visit bit.ly/2UNB6GY.

Creating a welcoming society for migrants 
and refugees will be addressed on Monday, 
August 31, by Archbishop Bernard Hebda of 
the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minne
apolis and Bishop Ann Svennungsen of the 
Minneapolis Area Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America. The free on
line program will run from 7-8:30 p.m. To 
register, visit cabrinimn.org/tegeder-talks.

that to my students through assignments 
and readings,” she said. Writing about pain 
can help one grieve, she said. “You cannot 
just get over things. No one should be told to 
‘just get over it.’ You need to work it out. And 
that’s what writing can do.” 

Holbrook reflects on her own experiences 
as a student in the Minneapolis Public 
Schools in the 1950s and ’60s in the essay 
“Expectations and Assumptions.” As she 

often does in her book, she begins the essay 
with a quote from another writer. In this 
instance, it is from Sally Rudel, a former 
assistant principal at Minneapolis South 
High School: “Low expectations are the worst 
form of racism.” 

Holbrook recalls how she and fellow 
Black students were treated differently than 
white students at her school and maintains 
how important it is for teachers to respect 
all young people equally. “I urge teachers 
to have a sense of humor and to be flexible 

enough to understand that if a student’s 
learning style is different from what you 
are comfortable with, they should not be 
rendered unteachable,” she writes. “I am 
constantly surprised by the number of 
students in my college freshman composition 
class who are convinced that they do not 
have the ability to write well. On closer 
investigation, it becomes clear that their fear 
of writing is based on the discouragement 
they experienced from a teacher.”

In 2015 Holbrook founded the organization 

More Than a Single Story, where people of 
color can discuss and write about issues of 
importance to them. In her book’s final essay, 
“Sticks and Stones,” she writes: “For Black 
women, loving ourselves and passing that 
self-love down to our daughters and our 
granddaughters is a difficult task. Centuries 
of negation often make us feel like we need to 
adopt a hard, protective shell, which is either 
praised as strength or dismissed as hostility. 
In short, we turn ourselves into stone.”

Live at Landmark.  Music From the Porch 
will continue with the world music of Dan “Daddy 
Squeeze” Newton and his accordion on August 
19 and former Heiruspecs songwriter Martin 
Devaney (above) on August 26. The free concerts 
begin at noon on Wednesdays on the front porch 
of Landmark Center. Bring a lawn chair or blanket 
and a bag lunch and enjoy the rhythms in Rice 
Park across the street. Face masks are encouraged. 
Social distancing will be the rule. 

13b carolyn holbrook
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SPORTS
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

High schools take 
their turn figuring 
out fall activities

A week after the fact, Minnesota State High School 
League president Erich Martens was still trying to 
piece things together. After the MSHSL decided it 

was safe for soccer, cross country, girls’ tennis and girls’ 
swimming seasons to proceed with a shortened fall season— 
with coronavirus health precautions in place—it fell to 
Martens to get together with school administrators to try to 
make sure things run smoothly. 

That’s easier said than done. 
“There are a lot of movable parts here,” Martens said. 

“We’re working right now on modifications that vary from 
sport to sport.” 

Complicating the issue is the fact that the needs of a small 
high school like Ely’s are vastly different than ones like Saint 
Paul’s Central or Highland Park. “We have smaller schools 
with very low infection rates,” Martens said. “It’s a case of 
opportunity versus safety.”

There’s also the matter of how to deal with schools that 
may be able to have most, if not all, of their students on 
campus on a daily basis as opposed to schools that will be 
doing online learning fromhome  in some way, shape or form.

“It’s a complex problem,” Martens said.
The decision to move the prep football and volleyball 

seasons to the spring came as no surprise. Many college 
conferences had already done so. Exactly how that will work 
at the high school level remains to be seen, but the MSHSL 
is allowing football and volleyball teams to have a dozen 
practices this fall between September 14 and October 3.

Putting together an abbreviated spring schedule is a stickier 
wicket. So is the problem of the football or volleyball player 
who is used to playing a regular spring sport having to decide 
on playing one sport or the other. 

Spring also is prime time for volleyball players to join club 
teams and for recruiters to get an updated look at college 
prospects. Having to choose between their school or club 
volleyball teams may lead to some interesting discussions 
around the kitchen table once it’s determined how the high 
schools will proceed. 

“Club volleyball is huge,” said a college coach who wished 
to remain anonymous. “The clubs will just have to work 
around this.”

But we’re getting ahead of ourselves. The immediate issue 
before Martens and his colleagues is how to proceed with the 
sports on tap this fall. 

Take soccer. “The contact with other players is obviously 
less than football, but it’s still there,” Martens said. True, but 
there’s also the matter of headers and players picking up 
balls for throw-ins. The flip side is the game is played outside 
where COVID transmission is less likely to occur. 

As noted before in this space, cross-country has some 
unusual issues that need addressing. Martens has 
been watching some of his fellow high school league 
administrators around the country. “There are changes from 

651.228.9102     
authconst.com740 Grand Ave mn license #Bc005210
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By Bill Wagner

When the Minnesota State 
High School League made its 
ruling earlier this month on 

how fall high school sports would look 
this year, it turned out there was still 
some clarity that needed to be provided.

At the time, the MSHSL preserved the 
fall season for boys’ and girls’ soccer 
and cross-country, and girls’ tennis and 
swimming/diving, with limitations due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The league 
also elected to move football and volley-
ball into a shortened season beginning 
next March, after winter sports end and 
before spring sports begin.

But there was also the matter of how 
the new seasons would be conducted. 
On August 11, the MSHSL clarified that 
football and volleyball teams could 
practice this fall, but only for 12 sessions 
between September 14-October 3. It will 
also allow 12 practices between October 
5-24 for next year’s spring sports, which 
were cancelled this year due to the pan-
demic. For all sports this fall, no scrim-
mages with other schools or captains 
practices are allowed.

Practices for the approved fall sports 
officially began on August 17. The first 
competition date for girls’ tennis is Au-
gust 24, with soccer, cross-country and 
girls’ swimming/diving to follow on 
August 27. Only two contests are being  

allowed per week, with the season lim-
ited to 11 weeks or fewer, depending on 
the sport. All fall sports will be wrapped 
up by the end of October.

While the league set rules for prac-
tices and competitions, it left it up to the 
individual schools to decide whether 
to participate or not, and whether their 
athletes can play one sport and still 
practice for another.

In a statement, MSHSL executive di-
rector Erich Martens stressed that the 
league needed to strike a balance be-
tween safety and the desire to serve its 
member schools. He also addressed the 
financially troubled state of the MSHSL 
because of the pandemic.

“While many cost-cutting measures…
have already taken place, there remains a 
significant hole to fill,” Martens said. “It’s 
likely that additional cost-cutting measures 
may be needed before the year is out.” 

Martens added that without state 
tournaments as they have been held in 
the past, especially in the fall and winter, 
the MSHSL would lose nearly 80 percent 
of its revenue for the coming year.

Local athletic directors were prag-
matic when asked about the most recent 
league ruling. 

Dan O’Brien, the head football coach 
and athletic director at Saint Thomas 
Academy, said he is excited for his foot-
ball players to be able to conduct prac-
tices this fall. “I think the State High 
School League realizes that one thing 
you don’t want is to have kids who have 
nothing to do,” he said.

Visitation athletic director Elisa Ryan 
Manny added that health and safety of 
all students is paramount. “Nothing 

comes before that,” she said. “We’re all 
in this for the first time, and we have to 
be ready to pivot as changes take place.”

Sibley athletic director Prentice Smith 
said the league and schools are respon-
sible for ensuring fall sports are played 
safely. He agreed with the league’s deci-
sion to limit practices and said having 12 
is not written in stone. “Maybe a school 
only offers seven practices or 10,” he said. 

Minnehaha Academy athletic direc-
tor Josh Thurow said that he was very 
busy these days working on schedules 
for multiple sports. He said it was disap-
pointing to lose captains’ practice time 
for football, and added that being part 
of the SMB Wolfpack cooperative with 
Saint Paul Academy and Blake compli-
cates scheduling issues even further.

Thurow raised the possibility of hav-
ing his school join a new 7-man touch 
football league this fall, noting that 
there was growing support from other 
schools to be part of it. He said the pro-
gram would not be under the guidance 
of the MSHSL, and that there were still a 
great many questions to be answered for 
the new league to be viable.

Cretin-Derham Hall athletic director 
Phil Archer described the most recent 
league decision on practices as “spot 
on.” When asked about any possibility 
of playing 7-man football, he said that 
CDH had many other issues to address. 
Still he was emphatic that, if certain 
circumstances came together, “it could 
quickly be on the radar screen.”

Editor’s note:  The athletic directors from 
Central and Highland did not respond in 
time to be included in this story.

Maddie Haider boots the ball to fellow Cretin-Derham Hall sophomore Elisa Veglia as the two trained last week for the start of girls’ soccer 
practice. They were making use of the open playing fields at Minnehaha Academy since they live nearby. Photo by Brad Stauffer

League lays down rules to restart prep sports
Football, volleyball 
moved to spring, 
others OK’d for fall
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state to state,” he said. 
Practices for prep sports still being played this fall were 

scheduled to begin on August 17. Martens is hoping to 
have safety protocols in place by then. Schedules will need 
adjusting and decisions on whether to allow spectators 
will need to be made. Unlike pro sports, not all the high 
school games are available on the Internet. After that issue is 
resolved, the next step will be figuring out how to manage a 
postseason. 

While all that’s going on, the winter sports season will also 
be discussed. High schools may get some guidance when 
colleges decide what they’ll do. It’s generally expected that, 
if they play at all, colleges will limit their schedules to league 
games and not start their shortened seasons until early 
January. The limits on ice time might mean that a facility like 
Blaine’s National Sports Center, which has eight arenas, could 
be doing banner business this winter when the preps finally 
are allowed to take the ice. 

Gym time for basketball might be the easiest hurdle to 
overcome, but you’ll hear groans all around when the sport 
where there’s the most contact of all—wrestling—gets 
discussed.

Drop the puck on Monopoly 
Like a lot of 17-year-olds, Keegan Masser was getting 

restless in quarantine. A member of the Prior Lake High 

School junior varsity hockey team last season, Masser 
missed playing time when he was sidelined by a concussion. 
Presuming hockey would return this year, he was hoping 
to get a head start on moving up to the varsity for his senior 
season by being on the ice this summer.  

The coronavirus put the kibosh on ice time at most rinks 

and even a teenager can only watch so many videos. 
So one day Masser decided to do something else to 
occupy his free time. Eighteen hours later, he had 
created a Minnesota high school hockey version of 
Monopoly. 

Mediterranean Avenue became Roseau. Baltic 
Avenue turned into Warroad. Oriental Avenue 
morphed into Saint Thomas Academy. 

Instead of going to jail, one lands in the penalty 
box. Park Place and Boardwalk—the most expensive 
properties on a regular Monopoly board—went to 
longtime Class AA powers Duluth East and Edina.  

“I did it for fun to play with my friends,” Masser 
said. “The thought of selling it really didn’t occur to 
me.” 

He did post it on Twitter, which drew immediate 
responses and several helpful suggestions as to 
who should go where on the board. He also received 
requests from people who wanted to buy the game.

According to Wikipedia, there are 1,144 known 
versions of Monopoly. It was suggested to Masser 
that his hockey version become No. 1,145. 

“I talked to my business teacher and my dad 
about that,” Masser said. After all, if one can produce 

a successful Betty Boop edition of Monopoly, why not one 
about the high school sport that attracts thousands of 
Minnesota fans every winter?

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Highland blood drive—The Highland District Council 
is partnering with the Highland Business Association, the 
Highland Park Community Center and the Highland Park Li-
brary to host a blood drive from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Septem-
ber 18, in the lower level of the community center, 1978 Ford 
Pkwy. To help stem the impact of COVID-19, Memorial Blood 
Centers needs blood and platelet donations now more than 
ever. All blood types are needed, especially O negative and  
O positive. For information on scheduling a blood donation, 
contact Karin at kbauer@mbc.org or 651-332-7170.

Slow your roll—The public is invited to join the HDC’s 
Transportation Committee for a Slow Roll Bike Ride through 
the Highland Park neighborhood at 10 a.m. Saturday, Septem-
ber 12, from the Highland Park Community Center parking lot. 
It will be slow, easy riding and very informative, with stops 
to look at past, present and future transportation projects 
throughout the neighborhood. Remember to bring a helmet.

Special election—The HDC will hold a special election on 
Thursday, October 1, for an at-large position on its board of di-
rectors. Check the HDC website after September 1 for details.

Upcoming meeting—Community Engagement Commit-
tee, 7 p.m. Monday, August 24. All HDC meetings are currently 
being conducted online. For information about future meet-
ings go to highlanddistrictcouncil.org/events. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Board elections—This year’s elections for the Macalester-
Groveland Community Council’s board of directors are being 
held from now until August 21. Visit macgrove.org/annual-
meeting to read about the candidates and vote online. Can-
didate information is also posted outside of the Edgcumbe 
Recreation Center at 320 S. Griggs St. A mail-in paper ballot 
may be requested by going to mgcc@macgrove.org or calling 
651-695-4000.

Neighborhood pride—Locally designed Macalester-
Groveland T-shirts can now be ordered online using PayPal 
and will deliver to your home. The shirts come in three colors 
and a variety of sizes. Check the community council’s website.

Upcoming online meetings—Transportation Committee 
on Monday, August 24; board of directors on Thursday, Sep-
tember 10; Community Building Committee on Monday, Sep-
tember 14; and Housing and Land Use Committee on Wednes-
day, September 23. All meetings take place at 6:30 p.m. and 
can be accessed via Zoom. Council staff will send out meeting 
links a few days in advance. Email mgcc@macgrove. org.

Get involved—The community council has three standing 
committees that meet once a month on making Macalester-
Groveland a better place to live, work, learn and play. See more 
at macgrove.org/committees.

Office closed—The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council office remains closed. Email mgcc@macgrove.org for 
more information.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Union Park Solidarity Fund—The Union Park District 
Council is offering a solidarity fund to provide economic relief 
for renters in its neighborhoods. It is hoping to raise $15,000 to 
assist 30 families. For information on giving to or applying for 
the fund, visit givemn.org/story/Li2sdg. 

COVID-19 resources—Union Park neighbors who need as-
sistance or informational resources related to the coronavirus 
are invited to call the UPDC office or visit its website. 

Upcoming online meetings—Environment and Parks 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 19; board of direc-
tors, 7 p.m. Wednesday, September 2; and Transportation 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, September 14. To join the 
Zoom meetings, email wako@unionparkc.org.

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its monthly e-newsletter, 
“Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Board update—At its August 10 meeting, the West Seventh/
Fort Road Federation heard about a proposed new business that 
wants to rehab an old railroad foundry to offer welding classes. 
The board voted to support the project in concept.  Members 
also discussed how to safely hold the West End Neighbors’ 
Garden and History Tour on Saturday, September 12.

Upcoming virtual meetings—Community Engagement 
and Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, August 20; 
Transportation and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, September 2; and board of directors, 7 p.m. Monday, Sep-
tember 14. Updated agendas and details on how to participate 
in the Zoom meetings can be found at fortroadfederation.org/
calendar.

Stay in touch—West Seventh neighbors are being encour-
aged to “like” the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation on Face-
book and subscribe to its e-newsletter on its website.

District Councils

15b wright call

Saint Thomas Academy earned a spot (in light blue) on the Minnesota high 
school hockey version of Monopoly created by a Prior Lake player.
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The Aldrich, Highland, Pleasant and TCO Sports Garden 
arenas are now open to youth and adult hockey and figure 
skating groups. Modified procedures align with state health 
guidelines. Reservations allow for a maximum of two groups 
of 25 participants per sheet of ice, including coaches and in-
structors. Scrimmages and games will allow spectators,  
depending on each arena’s approved capacity. 

The Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota has partnered with the 
Lexington-Hamline Community Council to offer three bicy-
cling programs in the weeks ahead outside Concordia Univer-
sity’s Ries Tower, 393 Dunlap St. Free and open to all, the pro-
grams include bicycling instruction for adults from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Tuesdays, August 25, September 8 and 22; a community 

ride from 5:30-7 p.m. Wednesdays, August 26, September 9 
and 23; and bicycle repair from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
August 27, September 10 and 24. Participants will be required 
to wear face masks at all times, and social distancing will be  
practiced. For reservations, visit lexham.org.

The Saint Thomas Academy baseball team has won the 
Class AAA Academic All-State title with a team GPA of 3.581, 
according to the Minnesota High School Baseball Coaches  
Association. The Cadets are coached by Matt Kelly.

Jeff Fasching has been promoted to full-time pitching coach 
for the upcoming season at Concordia University-Saint Paul. 
Fasching joined the staff as a graduate assistant pitching coach 

last summer after wrapping up his playing career with the 
University of Minnesota. Over his final two seasons with the 
Gophers, Fasching made 35 appearances out of the bullpen 
with a 1.72 ERA, helping the U win the 2018 Big Ten Cham-
pionship. During his senior season, he was named to the Big 
Ten All Sportsmanship Team and was named the Phil Isaakson 
Teammate of the Year.

Ben Reppenhagen, a graduate of Saint Thomas Academy,  has 
made the football roster as a freshman at Texas Christian Uni-
versity. He captained the Cadets’ defense for two years and was 
team captain his senior year while leading STA to consecutive 
state Prep Bowl appearances in 2018 and 2019. Reppenhagen 
was recruited to TCU by former Gopher head coach Jerry Kill.

Sports Shorts
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CLASSIFIEDS

home serviceS   
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work. 
Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

home serviceS   
*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*

Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, Inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
Estimate. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW AND GUTTER 
CLEANING. Fully insured & locally 
owned. Call 612-389-9553 or Book 
Online www.metrowidemn.com

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or re-
pairs. Lic. #BC581059. Troy’s Decks & 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

JOE’S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

SHOWCASE HOME Painting . 
Meticulous, quality workman-
ship. Exterior, interior paint-
ing. Stripping, staining. Plaster, 
sheetrock repair. Texturing. 
Window glazing. Deck and fence 
staining. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call Martey for a free esti-
mate, 651-917-7982. Fully insured.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair and 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

SEMIRETIRED HANDYMAN with 30 
years experience. Any small jobs, 
electrical outlets, electrical switches, 
leaky faucets, and running toilets 
are my specialties. Doug Clow, 612- 
747-6083. dclowman45@gmail.com

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

MURPHY’S LAWN and LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial.  Residential.  The 
best full service lawn and land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

T E C H N O LO G Y  H E L P.  Yo u n g 
Whippersnapper, judgment-free tech 
tutoring. Don’t just set up your new 
device, learn how to use your tech on 
your terms. 612-387-7967.

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For more details, text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

for rent - residential
All real estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing Act. We 
will not knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

AUTO/SCOOTER SALES
2018 TOYOTA CAMRY. 8000 miles. 
$20,000. 1-651-245-0641.

REAL ESTATE WANTED  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time 
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions. 
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. Wall 
repair. Basement walls and floors. 
Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

home IMPROVEMENT
BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ expe-
rience. References. Free estimates. 
Ray Johnson, 651-238-1435. Bobcat 
work also.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED & FAIR 
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH 
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’ 
experience in custom space plan-
ning, fixture and finish selec-
tions. Gail Jacobson, Allied ASID. 
References available. 612-310-7069. 
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 
651-917-2881 or email mikeproteam 
paintingplus@gmail.com

home serviceS    
HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581. 

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW
THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, in-
stallation, grading, sodding, beds and 
gardens. Paver patios, walks, drives. 
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal 
cleanups, year-round contracts, es-
timates. 651-690-1284.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; detaching, 
tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal. 
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years 
in business. A rated on Angie’s List. 
Spring specials. $30 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

Classified & Legal Ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: September 2 . . . . Deadline: August 26

We Now Accept

    Legal Notices!
Call us for details.

651-699-1462 *Some restrictions apply.

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Continued page 18
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SERVICE DIRECTORY for rent - residential

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland Park 
and Crocus Hill areas. Call 651-698-
6111 today for rental information on 
several communities professionally 
managed by  Mid  Cont inent 
Management Corp. 

SPACIOUS 7-BEDROOM, 2 bath. $3650 
plus utilities. On busline. 2 blocks to 
St. Thomas. 612-788-9268.

for rent - COMMERCIAL
HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower 
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus. 
$1200/mo + utilities. 651-324-2573.

SUITE AVAILABLE NOW. Gross Lease: 
Tenant responsible for phone/
internet. 241 So. Cleveland Ave. 
(Southwest corner of Cleveland & 
St. Clair), Macalester-Groveland area 
of St. Paul. 795 square feet. Single 
Office Suite with exterior windows. 
Reception/Waiting area for clients. 
Off-Street Parking. Breakroom within 
building. Call Frank @ 612-708-4117 
for an immediate response or email 
ffrench@midcontinentmgmt.com

GRAND AVENUE. Newly renovated 
1-2 person professional office suites. 
Ideal for consultants, therapist, body-
work, etc. Priced from $350-$600. 
Visit OxfordSquareGrand.com for de-
tails. Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31 or Sue Sauter, 612-824-7000, ext. 32.

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: The BeauTeeque. 
2. List the Principal Place of Business: 
175 McKnight Road N 306 Saint Paul 
MN 55119 United States. 3. List the 
name and complete street address of 
all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, OR 
if an entity, provide the legal corpo-
rate, LLC, or Limited Partnership 
name and registered office address: 
Althea Rahkonen; 175 McKnight Road 
N 306 Saint Paul MN 55119 United 
States. 4. I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is re-

quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that I 
have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: July 24, 2020. Signed by: 
Althea Rahkonen

STATE OF MINNESOTA  
COUNTY OF RAMSEY 

DISTRICT COURT 
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PROBATE COURT DIVISION 
Case Type: Probate 
Court File No. 62-PR-20-581

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL PROBATE OF 
WILL, APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

In re the Estate of: Marion Veronica 
Brown, Decedent

A Petition for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting to be the 
Will of the Decedent, dated unknown 
(“Will”) and for the appointment of 
Andrew T. Vaughan, whose address is 
1610 E. 96th Street, Bloomington, MN 
55425, as personal representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent in an s 
unsupervised administration OR  
supervised administration has been 
filed with this Court.

Any objections to the Petition or Will 
must be mailed or filed in the elec-
tronic filing system, together with the 
court filing fee, to Ramsey County 
Probate Court, 15 W. Kellogg Blvd., 
Room 170, St. Paul, MN 55102 prior 
to the hearing. If proper, and no ob-
jections are filed, the Petition may 
be granted. If objections are filed, 
another hearing may be scheduled. 
No telephone conference will be re-
quired unless there are questions.

Any charitable beneficiary may re-
quest notice of the probate proceed-
ing be given to the attorney general 
pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
Section 501B.41, Subdivision 5.

IT IS ORDERED AND NOTICE IS GIVEN 
that a default hearing has been 

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Continued

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

LEGAL NOTICES

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Chad Arneson

Rating

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small 

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Prevent & Fix
Water Damage

Foundation Repair
Tuckpoint, 

Masonry & Concrete
Gary 651-423-6666

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!

Newspaper delivery people for both employee
and independent contractor positions. 

 

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Join the more than 7,000
people who follow the

Villager on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

• 30 Years Exp. 

651-436-8975
Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured
                                       MN License #BC515019

Sullivan
Construction Company

Roofing & Siding
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SERVICE DIRECTORYMichael F. Upton, 
Court Administrator 
By: Mai-Nhia Yang, 
Deputy Court Administrator 
Date: August 7, 2020

Attorney for Petitioner: 
Name: Sophia R. Grotkin 
Firm: Randen, Chakirov & Grotkin LLC 
Street: 8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, 
Suite 920 
City, State, Zip: Bloomington, MN 
55437 
Attorney License No: 398931 
Telephone: 952-855-8872 
Email: sophia@rcglawoffice.com

scheduled on September 8, 2020 at 
7:00 a.m. by this Court. No appear-
ances are required. Objections must 
be filed instead of made personally. 
Due to Court Order ADM20-8001 of 
the Minnesota Supreme Court, this 
court will rule on the Petition in this 
case after administrative review of 
submissions without appearance un-
less an objection is filed.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that notice 
shall be given by: s  publication 
once a week for two consecutive 
weeks in a legal newspaper in the 
county where the hearing is to be 
held, the last publication of which 
is to be at least ten (10) days be-
fore the time set for hearing; and 
s mailing via U.S. Postal Service a 
copy of this Notice and Order at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to the hear-
ing date to all interested parties and 
parties who have filed a demand for 
notice.

NOTICE OF FURTHER GIVEN that (sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all credi-
tors having claims against the Estate 
are required to present the claims to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT: 

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

LEGAL NOTICES

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance Smith

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!
 •• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Click through
our Classifieds

and Service
Directory at

MyVillager.com

Do not delay, mail this form with your check today: Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116.
To pay with your credit card, visit our website at https://myvillager.com/subscribe/

The future of your neighborhood’s newspaper is on the line.
Buy your one-year subscription for just $59.88 today!

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

DELIVERY ADDREss ALL FIELDs ARE REQUIRED

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER!

LEGAL NOTICES



    

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-270-1667

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SArAH kinnEY
651-282-9621

kAtHrYn kEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

DEbbiE WHitAkEr
tHE HiVE

612-532-1490

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

tom & mikE DiStAD
612-275-1343

mYA HonEYWELL
tHE HiVE

651-329-3619

SuE JoHnSon
GooD ComPAnY
651-329-1264

Home SWeeT Home!  
Newer construction in of Minneapolis. Open layout, 
large gourmet kitchen with stainless steel appli-
ances and granite countertops. Four bedrooms, 
three finished levels, beautiful 
back patio, great for enjoying sum-
mer evenings. 3136 37th Ave S. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $579,900
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  P
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324 SummiT #103, SainT Paul mn 55102
Stately condo in the Lightner-Young Mansion 
features vaulted ceilings, multiple terraces and 
has an additional apartment accessible by pri-
vate elevator. The perfect Summit 
Avenue location with panoramic 
views of the river valley. 
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $899,000

1159 Palace avenue, SainT Paul mn
This Mac-Grove beauty has it all! Ideal entertaining 
spaces inside and out, open concept with modern 
conveniences and old world charm. It offers the 
flexibility of a main floor sunroom 
with a private entrance adjacent 
to a bedroom and full bath.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $550,000

GorGeouS uPdaTed vicTorian    
Completely updated 4 BR/2BA Queen Anne. 
Open concept, hrdwd floors, gas fireplace, 
and central AC.  New siding, new roof, new 
windows, new garage! 699 Hague.

MiCHAelA tooHey 
PHiliP wAHlberG 
651-282-9617
$495,000

BroWnSToneS of SummiT 
Darling 1BR, 1BA condo at the Brownstones 
of Summit. Top level unit w/ wonderful pri-
vate deck. Hardwood floors. Updated kitchen. 
New in unit washer/dryer. C/A. 
Fabulous Private entry. Listed 
on Nat’l Reg. of historic places. 
www.Tjsavvyrealtor.com

           tJ Pierret
651-755-6669 • $190,000

locaTed in THe HearT of SummiT Hill  
Meticulously cared for home, loved by the same 
owner for 44 years. Stunning wdwrk, hrdwd flrs, 
leaded windows, S.E exsposure fill the first floor with 
lots of natural light. 4BR’s on same 
level & bonus room on 3rd flr, privacy 
fence with beautiful perennial garden 
& 3 zone heating. 802 Ashland Ave.

nAnCy k MAAS
651-235-8581 • $520,000

2006 marSHall avenue  
Let this warm and gracious home open its 
arms and welcome you in!  Incredible detail-
ing, 5 BR, 3BA, private yard boasts perenni-
als and mature trees. Walk-to 
location in historical Merriam 
Park and the river combine to 
make this a must-see.

nAnCy k MAAS
651-235-8581 • $519,000

1895 PineHurST avenue
Stunning Tudor in the heart of Highland Park! 
Situated on an extra wide lot, this spacious home 
features 4 finished levels, two fireplaces, updated 
kitchen, and a newer 2++ garage. 
The 3rd floor is a great 4th bed-
room, office space or guest retreat 
with its own full bath. 

MorAGHAn DeroSiA 
952-486-3697 • $629,900

1204 Palace avenue 
Adorable turn-key 2BR/1BA home in 
demand Mac-Groveland! Enjoy the cozy front 
porch, hardwood floors, updated kitchen 
and bath, privacy  fence and 
newer 2++ garage.  Potential 
to finish basement if desired. 
Amazing value!

MorAGHAn DeroSiA 
952-486-3697 • $249,900

JoE JuLiEttE
651-261-9588

faBulouS loTS!!!
2130 & 2134 Lower St. Dennis: Two 
fabulous building sites in this unique 
wooded site. Each lot is 1.43 acres offer-
ing a large building pad.

     

          JiM burton
651-690-8556 • $550/600K

JuST liSTed!!!
1947 Sargent Ave: Hard to find one level 
living in Mac/Groveland. 3 bedrooms on 
main floor, delightful 4 season porch, 
new double pane windows 
and stucco in 2001, and 
lower level family room with 
cozy fireplace.

          JiM burton
 651-690-8556 • $319,000

1400 SummiT  
Enchanting Gingerbread Tudor. 4BR’s, 5BA’s 
with formal and informal gathering areas. State 
of the art improvements and high end finishes 
include new boiler, furnace & central air, slate 
roof & copper gutters, and an incredible kitchen.
lolly MCneely SAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $1,200,000
MorAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697 • $1,200,000

300 Wall STreeT, uniT 501  
This 2BR/2BA condo w/warm brick, barrel-vaulted ceil-
ings, and natural hrdwd flrs is the perfect retreat. Cook 
in the large kitchen, entertain in open living-dining area. 
Large owner’s suite overlooks quiet interior courtyard. 
Steps away and you are at work in your home office.
PAtriCk ruble 
651-230-0903 • $560,000
AnitA Hill
651-707-6408 • $560,000

1671 PineHurST  
Large 30’s Tudor offers 4BR’s, 3BA’s w/walk-up attic for 
future finishing or storage; finished LL w/2nd FP & 2car 
attached gar, all on 70ft wide lot located on one of Highland’s 
most high desired aves! Entertainment sized space, home to 
current family almost 45 yrs! Call Lolly for details! 
lolly MCneely SAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $625,000
MorAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697 • $625,000

TWo BlockS To THe river!
2182 Stanford is sun-drenched 4 bedroom, 
4 bath Tudor complete with new Marvin 
windows, central air, refreshed kitchen and 
baths.  Stunning 3rd floor mas-
ter.  Private back yard patio and 
landscape. Call Lolly for details!

lolly MCneely SAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $599,900

SOLD

SOLD

1842 Berkeley avenue 
3BD, 2BA 2-story that is expertly maintained. Hrdwd 
floors, gas fireplace, large backyard w/brick patio, 
2GA, eat-in kitchen, and sunroom! Let your imagina-
tion shape the LL into a family room. 
Nearby shops, restaurants, and more 
just out your front door! *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry eDelStein crs
651-270-1667 • $429,900

GraciouS livinG + GreaT ameniTieS!    
Spacious & bright 1+BR, 2BA main floor condo 
at “The Regency” boasts living/dining room open 
to the kitchen, inviting all-season porch. Owner’s 
suite, in-unit laundry, heated garage. 
Inground pool, party room & more! 
2265 Youngman Avenue #107. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry eDelStein crs
651-270-1667 • $170,000

drencHed in naTural liGHT!    
Discover exciting urban living in this enticing 
2BR, 2BA unit overlooking the park. Living room 
with fireplace, well-designed kitchen, W/I pan-
try. Lovely hardwood floors, loft, 
owner’s suite with spa-like bath, 
jetted tub. 2-car. 465 Sibley Street. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry eDelStein crs
651-270-1667 • $372,500

PenTHouSe WiTH TreeToP vieWS!    
Live on top of the world in this truly remarkable  
3BR, 5BA condo, offering over 7,400 sq. ft. of ele-
gant living! Find a family room with fireplace, dream 
kitchen, lavish owner’s suite. Great 
location, 5-parking stalls, pool. 
1830 Eagle Ridge Drive #3010. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

toM eDelStein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $350,000

mendoTa HeiGHTS oPPorTuniTy! 
Spacious home on a cul-de-sac features a spa-
cious wooded view, .68 acre lot! LOTS of room to 
live, work and entertain! Six BR’s, 5 BA’s! Fully fin-
ished lower level walkout – ideal for 
entertaining, and hosting extended 
family gatherings! 1780 Diane Road. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $649,900

1555 GoodricH   
Beautifully charming home on extra deep lot! Home 
features a variety of outdoor spaces to enjoy with fam-
ily & friends! Gorgeous wdwrk throughout home. Box 
beam ceilings. Fenced back yard. 
Walkable to schools, public transit, 
Grand Ave shops & restaurants! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

Sue JoHnSon crs, Gri
651-329-1264
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