
YEA OR NEIGH . . . A controversial zoning question 
involving horse paths in south tempe will go before members
of the city council to decide whether a new block wall can 
stay or must be removed. Story & more, Pages12-13                                                    

                                         Photo by Billy Hardiman for Wrangler News  
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UP
TO

ON SELECT 2020 CHEVY MODELS*

OF MSRP
CASH
BACK15%

1150 N. 54th St., Chandler
480-735-0399 • www.FreewayChevy.com
*Excludes select base trims, all 2019 models, 2020 Bolt EV, Malibu, Impala, Camaro, Corvette, Tahoe, Silverado LD, Silverado HD and 2021 Trailblazer. Not available with special financing, leae and some other offers. Prices are 
plus tax, title, lic, $289 VTR fee and $499 doc fee. Customer or Dealer added equipment will increase cost. Photos for illustration only, dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Vehicles available when submitted for 
production. Offers may change without notice.

F R E E W A Y   C H E V R O L E T
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Honorees named for Tempe’s 
revered Don Carlos Awards

Three of this year’s Don Carlos Awards recipients, clockwise from left, Woody Wilson, Nathaniel Thompson, Daniela Chavira. Awards will be presented at 37th annual ceremony on Oct. 14.

All the stories in this issue, plus more, at wranglernews.com

Nathaniel Thompson 
Daniela Chavira
By Joyce Coronel

As thousands of freshmen embark 
on their college careers at Arizona 
universities, two of them will stand 

out as having been named recipients of 
the Young Humanitarian Scholarship and 
Award. 

The annual distinction is bestowed by 

the Tempe Community Council through 
a grant from the Ramsey Social Justice 
Foundation. 

Nathaniel Thompson, a Corona del Sol 
grad, and Karla Daniela Salazar Chavira, 
who graduated from Tempe High, each 
will receive a one-time gift of $2,000 to 
be used for tuition or other expenses in 
support of their college education. 

Cindy Kominska, executive director 

— TEENS,  Page 6

Editor’s note: Five recipients will be 
recognized with this year’s prestigious 
Don Carlos Awards, paying tribute to the 
memorable contributions made by these 
honorees to their community’s human-service 
initiatives. Stories by Lee Shappell and Joyce 
Coronel describe the work by three of the 
2020 award winners. Details about the other 
two will appear in our next issue.

Woody Wilson
By Lee Shappell

With his typical self-deprecating 
humor, Woody Wilson, the 37th 
recipient of the Don Carlos 

Humanitarian Award presented by Tempe 
Community Council, mused that at least 
his selection will not negatively impact 
attendance at the awards ceremony Oct. 
14.

That’s because this year it will be 
presented virtually due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“And I won’t have to lose 20 pounds to 
fit into a suit,” Wilson said.

TCC announced the winner of what 
is regarded as Tempe’s most prestigious 
distinction, sponsored by Salt River 
Project, in early August. 

Don’t let Wilson’s penchant for 
poking fun at himself belie his many 
civic accomplishments. The Don Carlos 
recognition, named after Tempe founder 
Charles Trumbull Hayden, known 
affectionately by Hispanic pioneers at the 
time as “Don Carlos,” honors individuals 
who have made Tempe a better place to 
live through impactful and lasting work 
that addresses human-service needs.

“It’s kind of an out-of-body 
experience,” said Wilson, 73. “I’m 
humbled, for sure. When I got the phone 
call from (TCC Board Chair) Tammy Reed, 
it never entered my mind that’s what she 
was calling about. It’s an exclusive group. 
I’m delirious about it. 

“Everybody dreams of winning the 
Don Carlos, but I never thought I’d win it.”

Wilson and recipients in four other 
categories will be honored: TCC Impact 

— WOODY,  Page 6
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LET YOUR STORY BEGIN
Bring exceptional color to your walls with 

Aura® Color Stories®, 
a collection of 240 sophisticated hues 

developed specifi cally for Aura interior paints. 
Through a multi-pigment formula, Aura Color Stories 

pushes color aesthetics to new heights.

Seeing is Believing
Experience the fullest expression of color with an 

Aura color sample by taking advantage of this special offer 
from your participating Benjamin Moore® retailer

Two Tempe Locations to Serve You

1721 E. Warner Rd. C 7-8
480.569.6900

1425 E. University Dr. B-101
480.307.8552

AAAPAINTSUPPLY.COM
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A 2017 Arts in the Park event drew Tempe residents for an afternoon of painting for kids, 
displays by local artists and live music.                — Wrangler News file photo by Kody Acevedo 

LO NMLS 181399 • AZ LO-0929234   |   CO NMLS 1632608 • AZ MB-0942690

480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com
I love Tempe too !

25 years experience in the mortgage and real estate industry.

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

• Home purchase, refi nance AND reverse mortgages.
• One stop for all your home fi nancing needs.
•  Rates are historically low!  It’s a great time to refi .

                  Better rates. Better service. Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage.

480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com

                  Better rates. Better service. Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage                  Better rates. Better service. Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage                  Better rates. Better service. Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage

Local. Trusted.
In these volatile times, it’s nice to know 
you have a trusted mortgage advisor.

I can help you best determine how 
and when to use your home’s hard 
earned equity.

Mortgage rates are experiencing daily 
fl uctuations that can create great 
opportunity if you are ready.

I’m working with my clients today to 
get them ready to take advantage of 
upcoming opportunities. 

—  MAYOR, Page 17

Artists take note: the city of 

Tempe’s ever-popular Arts in 

the Parks program is back this 

fall with physically distanced activities 

that will bring art and culture into four 

neighborhood parks. 

This year’s parks are South Tempe’s 

Harelson, located in Warner Ranch, as 

well as Selleh, Daley and Hudson. 

Neighbors living near each park can 

select in-person arts activities that fall 

into these categories: 

Painting in the Park; Temporary Art 

Installation; Music and Theater; and 

Dance Performance. 

Several ideas have been proposed for 

each. Residents will vote on these ideas to 

determine the final activity selections.

Ideas range from painting workshops 

to interactive theater parades to digital      

photo collages and scavenger hunts. 

Activities will be staggered, held on 

different days, or spaced out to maintain 

physical distancing guidelines and 

help ensure the safety of community 

members.

Neighborhood residents can make 

their selections by taking a survey at 

tempe.gov/ArtsintheParks. 

The deadline is Sunday, Sept. 6.

Arts in the Parks is a city-wide 

program that brings the arts to several 

communities in Tempe throughout the 

year in the form of festivals and arts 

activities. 

The program is initiated by 

residents and reflects the identity and 

values of the park’s community. 

Parks are selected based on resident 

input, geographic diversity, and park 

renovation schedules. This year’s parks 

were selected for last year, however 

events were postponed as a result of 

COVID-19.

Staying indoors cramping your style? Take your art to the park
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Award to Tempe Empty Bowls; Volunteer of the 
Year to Amela Duric; and Young Humanitarian 
Scholarship and Awards to Tempe High grad Karla 
Daniela Salazar Chavira and Corona del Sol High 
grad Nathaniel Thompson.

Wilson, founder and president of Lakeshore 
Music, a nonprofit that presents an annual jazz-
concert series at Tempe Center for the Arts, made 
wide-ranging impact in Tempe that enriched, 
improved and advanced the community. 

Among his accomplishments: 
Appointment to the Tempe Leadership 

Program; co-founding Tempe Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors to assist older adults in the community; 
activism on the city’s Neighborhood Advisory 
Commission; past president of Tempe Community 
Council; advisory board member of Tempe 
Community Foundation; past Tempe Historic 
Preservation Foundation president and manager 
of fundraising to save the Rose Eisendrath House; 
and tirelessly working with former City Council 
members Pam Goronkin and  Barb Carter two 
years ago to pass Proposition 417, an arts tax that 

permanently extends a one-tenth of 1 percent sales 
tax to funds arts and cultural programs in the city.

At a time when political ideology sharply 
divides the country and often hampers efforts 
to affect positive change, Wilson, a Republican 
working largely with Democrats in a Democrat-
controlled city, reflects how much good can be 
done when politics is checked at the door.

“Woody Wilson absolutely embodies the 
humanitarian spirit of the Don Carlos Awards,” 
awards chair Reed said. “From helping ensure that 
our seniors can age in place, to promoting arts and 
culture in our community, to working to preserve 
Tempe history, Woody is a tireless advocate and 
consensus builder who always knows how to get 
things done.”

Wilson calls the rehabilitation of Eisendrath 
House and survival of Tempe Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors his proudest achievements.

“The things I’m involved in are things that 
I feel passionately about,” Wilson said. “Tempe 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors, when we started it 
years ago, was just to help older people take care of 
their yards. We would get together on a Saturday 
morning and go do an older person’s yard and take 
care of the weeds—things that they couldn’t do 
anymore. 

“And it sort of evolved into a relationship with 
the city and their code-enforcement program. If 
older people would get a code violation, we would 
go help. It was strictly a volunteer effort and we 
just kept adding more volunteers.”

Demand got so big, Tempe Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors needed help. Kate Hanley, then head of 

the TCC, helped the group land a grant from the 
Maricopa Association of Governments to expand 
the program into more areas that would help 
senior citizens who were homebound or not able to 
look after themselves, according to Wilson. 

“We became part of agency review at the city 
that qualified for city grants and we were able to 
hire somebody to run the program,” Wilson said. 

“Then about two years ago, we decided that we 
needed a bigger partner if it was really going to be 
effective, and we merged with Tempe Community 
Action Agency.

“We saw early on that older people who are 
aging in place really need help. They’re often 
isolated with no family. They’re having a hard 
time paying bills. They’re unable to look after 
themselves. You don’t hear about them much. So 
many more seniors are served now than before 
in a way that is more effective and better for the 
community. This need is only going to get bigger. 
Tempe is aware that there are a lot more older 
people who are going to need these services in the 
years to come. We’re geared up for it in Tempe.”

Historic preservation is another of Wilson’s 
passions. His project for Class 21 of Tempe 
Leadership was raising funds for the Eisendrath 
Project, which was partnering with the Tempe 
Historic Preservation Foundation, of which 
Wilson ultimately became president. Then former 
Tempe Mayor Hugh Hallman appointed Wilson 
to the Rio Salado Foundation, which spearheaded 
rehabilitation of the property.

The 2018 arts tax creates funding to build, 
operate and maintain city art centers. It was first 
approved by voters in 2000 and would have expired 
Dec. 30 of this year if not extended. Before the 
pandemic, it was estimated to generate about $8 
million annually. It helps the city expand its arts 
program to South Tempe, as well as operating and 
maintaining four historic properties, the history 
museum and Tempe Center for the Arts.

Wilson said that his work on the arts tax, 
coupled with his jazz series at TCA and being 
a principal in Cuba Rhythm and Views, which 
conducts cultural tours of Cuba each year, make 
this year’s Don Carlos Award, in his words, “a 
crossover.”

“For me, it’s a crossover between the arts 
and the community engagement and human-
services part,” he said. “I work in both worlds. As 
I read it, this year this award is for someone who 
contributes to the community in a general way 
with things I created or helped create in other 
areas, not just on the human-service side.”

Finally, Wilson gives a shout out to the people 
with whom he worked on various projects.

“All these years went by in a flash,” Wilson said. 
“But really what it was about was the people—
people like Kate Hanley and Gary Roberts (Tempe 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Board) and Hugh 
Hallman and members of Council. 

“There are dozens of people in Tempe who do 
this job every day and I was always lucky enough to 
work with the best people. Tempe has been so good 
to me and allowed me to do the things that I really 
enjoy doing.”

Now, Wilson said, he will occupy a unique place 
in Tempe history: 

“I’ll have the designation of being the first 
virtual Don Carlos recipient—and hopefully the 
last.” 

of Tempe Community Council, 
noted that the award is generally 
only given to one graduate each 
year. 

“It is unprecedented we had 
two candidates this year, but the 
selection committee felt both 
Nathaniel and Daniela were 
both deserving of the award and 
made it possible to honor both,” 
Kominska said.

The scholarship and award 
were created to support 
young humanitarians who 
have passion, dedication 
and commitment to make 
a change for the better in 
their community. Those who 
win the award are service-
minded leaders who are deeply 
committed to public service and 
to improving the lives of others. 

Nathaniel has been 
volunteering with the special-
needs community since he was 
in third grade through programs 
like Special Olympics, Best 
Buddies and Peer Tutoring. 

As part of his efforts 
to serve, Nathaniel built 
wheelchair-accessible 
planter boxes on wheels for 
participants in Tempe’s Life 
Skills Enrichment Afterschool 
Program. 

The planters are inclusive 
in many ways, he said, because 
any individual can participate no 
matter their ability level.

Thompson was able to 
donate over $2,400 worth of 
adaptive recreational equipment 
through his fundraising efforts. 

The donations include 
planting supplies, tools, seeds, 
cooking equipment and utensils, 
books, puzzles, technology 
(iPads, tablets and Fire Sticks) 
and sensory tools and toys used 
for learning activities that can 
further support education and 
adaptive learning within LEAP.

Nathaniel will use his 
scholarship toward his studies 
at Arizona State University 
and plans to continue serving 
the community while in school 
by establishing a program 
that provides ASU students with 
opportunities to support and 
better understand the special 

needs community. He’s hoping 
his fellow students will come to 
see that one person at a time 
can make a real difference for an 
underserved community. 

“My hope is that this 
program would connect 
experienced volunteers with 
students who are looking 
to get involved in providing 
community service and help 
them to learn more about this 
amazing group of people,” 
Nathaniel said. “My dream 
would be for the program 
to create a welcoming, 
encouraging, and comfortable 
atmosphere for interested 
potential volunteers that in 
return would increase the 
amount of ASU students that 
support and engage with the 
community.” 

Nathaniel, a Barrett Honors 
College student, plans to study 
supply chain management at 
ASU’s W.P. Carey School of 
Business.

Daniela, the other Young 
Humanitarian Scholarship 
and Award recipient, is a 
Grand Canyon University 
student studying mechanical 
engineering. Like Nathaniel, she 
plans to continue serving the 
community. 

As an undocumented 
person, she knows what it is like 
to have to advocate for herself 
on a daily basis and that you 
can’t go down without a fight. 
She believes this is the biggest 
reason why she is committed 
to service, as she grew up doing 
everything on her own and 
giving back allows her the right 
to be there for someone through 
their struggles. 

“Throughout high school, 
I volunteered any way I could, 
whether it was by offering 
my translating services to 
the families of the incoming 
freshman or by advocating for 
in-state tuition for Arizona 
Dreamers with Aliento,” Daniela 
said. 

Volunteering allowed her 
to grow as a person, in ways 
she could have never imagined. 
“Community service has become 
a very important part of my life 
and most importantly who I 
am,” Daniela said.  

Woody
From Page 3

Teens
From Page 3

All these years went by in a 
flash. But really what it was 
about was the people . . .

— Woody Wilson
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Get the care 
you need. Today.
Across our hospitals and care sites—from our emergency rooms to our Birth Centers—
every step we take is toward healthier days.

We’ve redesigned our waiting rooms to add extra space between each seat. Cleaning is 
more stringent and more frequent than ever. And behind every mask you see is a friendly 
face. Because we think that safety should extend beyond sanitizing and distancing to 
include understanding and peace of mind.

We want you to feel confident in getting the care that you need. And as always, we’ll do 
everything we can to help make that happen.

Visit dignityhealth.org/arizona.
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Viewing 
For All 

The Games!

All-You-Can-Eat
All Day! $10.95

$3 Mimosas • $5 Bloody Marys

$1.50 Tacos
$3 Cervezas
$4 Margaritas

6463 S. Rural Road • Tempe • 480.897.2127 • bogeysgrillaz.com
S.E. Corner • Rural & Guadalupe / Behind Circle K & Dutch Bros.

Dog Friendly Patio

$1.50 Tacos$1.50 Tacos$1.50 Tacos

BUY ONE GET ONE

Limit one coupon 
per table per day.

APPETIZERS

Emergency housing for city’s vulnerable earns U.S. honor
By Susie Steckner

On any given night in Tempe, more than 200 
people lack shelter. This statistic prompted 
the Tempe Public Housing Authority and 

CARE 7, the city’s crisis response program, to 
develop three units of emergency housing.

For the success of this initiative, Tempe is being 
recognized nationally for two housing programs that 
provide emergency shelter to vulnerable residents 
and expand job opportunities to those in need.

 The city’s Housing Services Department 
has received awards of merit from the National 
Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials 
as part of an annual competition open to all public 
housing authorities. 

In addition, the department is a finalist for 
another national award from the Urban Land 
Institute recognizing innovative approaches to 
addressing the country’s affordable housing crisis. 

Said Mayor Corey Woods:
“We are thrilled to be recognized by these 

...organizations for our work serving residents in 
need in Tempe. 

“But the real honor is in helping a senior find 
safe and affordable housing or connecting a single 
parent with better job opportunities or working with 
a family to become financially independent.

“These success stories are what drive us to 
expand and innovate to meet more needs in our 

community.”
NAHRO honored 88 housing and community 

development agencies for their forward-thinking 
solutions to local housing issues that include 
beautifully designed buildings, resident services, 
employment and work skills development programs, 
public-private partnerships and innovative design 
projects.

The Awards of Merit given to housing services, 
part of the city’s Human Services Department, 
recognized two important initiatives: the emergency 
housing program and the workforce development 
program. 

The units serve extremely vulnerable residents 
who would otherwise remain on the streets while 
awaiting shelter, safe housing and supportive 

services. 
To date, the program has served 54 households 

and 88 percent have successfully transitioned to 
stable housing and greater self-sufficiency. 

Participants in all of Tempe’s housing programs 
have household incomes that fall within the 
extremely low and very low range of area median 
income, according to a program spokespeerson.

Despite receiving rental assistance, the 
households struggle to increase self-sufficiency. 
Through the Tempe Housing Workforce 
Development program, a partnership with Maricopa 
County, nearly 170 participants have received 
workforce-related services. 

Housing services, in partnership with community 
development and economic development, is also a 
finalist for the 2020 Urban Land Institute’s Larson 
Housing Policy Leadership Award, which recognizes 
innovative public sector solutions to the nation’s 
affordable housing crisis. 

According to ULI, Tempe is notably looking 
outside the “federal funds” box to create boutique 
programs that provide a wide range of services and 
rent subsidies in the community. 

The city’s Affordable Housing Strategy, 
meanwhile, is aimed at smart growth and helping 
ensure that development is more predictable for 
developers and residents. ULI’s Leadership Award 
winner will be announced in October.

Info: tempe.gov/Housing.
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McKay’s True Value
4939 W Ray Rd.
Ray Rd. & Rural Rd. in Chandler

LABOR DAY SALE
SEPT. 3-6

$19.99

Lumbar support, comfortable 
head support, resin is sturdy, 

reliable, longer lasting with less 
maintenance, 100% recyclable 

astm certifi ed, stackable for easy 
storage, holds up to 

250 lb, 32.5” x 30” x 37.5” 

RealComfort Ergonomic Adirondack Chair

Grilling Supplies 20% OFF

$5.00 OFF Easycare Paint
20% OFF Paint Brushes & Rollers

Intel joins effort to provide $5m 
pandemic aid to area schoolkids

Intel’s 12,000 Arizona-based employ-
ees, many of whom live in West Chan-
dler, are sharing their pride this month 
as a result of technology initiatives 
designed to help students navigate the 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.

A combined $5 million contribu-
tion from Intel, CDW-G and the LEGO 
Foundation will provide personal com-
puters, software, configuration services 
and digital learning resources, as well 
as stipends of $4,000 to each awarded 
district to address home internet con-
nectivity for students in need. 

Additionally, LEGO is donating $2 
million to support STEAM learning at 
home and in school. Arizona schools 
will receive a total of 2,450 personal 
computers and 1,930 LEGO education 
solutions.

According to Elizabeth Shipley, Intel 
Arizona director of public affairs, the 
closure of schools in March exacerbated 
an existing crisis in education for chil-
dren across the country, including in 
Arizona. 

In fact, she noted, a nationwide sur-
vey of nearly half a million educators, 
released at the end of July, shows close 
to 40 percent of U.S. children do not 

have reliable internet service or access 
to functioning personal computers to 
enable remote learning. 

Seven school districts in Arizona, 
including Chandler Unified, will share 
in the grant.

Kathy Hoffman, state superintendent 
of public instruction, said:

“Arizona educators have stepped up 
in incredible ways to support their stu-
dents during this time, but it will take a 
comprehensive community approach to 
make sure our students can learn and 
grow this school year, wherever they 
are…”.

Added Shipley:
“Our community is facing challenges 

unlike any we have seen before. Intel 
is committed to accelerating access to 
technology to support Arizona students 
and support our community.” 

In addition to this, she said, Intel 
and the Intel Foundation announced 
in April a donation of $1 million to 
the Arizona Community Foundation 
to bolster their efforts to support non-
profits across the state providing direct 
assistance to economically vulnerable 
individuals and families impacted by 
COVID-19.

Valley Metro taking aggressive 
measures to help ensure safety
By Joyce Coronel

As deaths from COVID-19 continue 
their downward trend in Arizona 
and students return to college, Valley 
Metro wants riders to know it’s doing 
everything it can to keep customers 
safe while they travel to and from their 
destinations. 

It’s a tall order but one Valley 
Metro seeks to fulfill. 

Susan Tierney, communications 
manager for the transit company, says 
regularly scheduled cleaning processes 
for buses, light rail and public spaces 
continue, but cleaning and disinfection 
regimens have been enhanced. 

“We are now utilizing fogging on 
both buses and light rail vehicles,” 
Tierney said.  

Fogging is an anti-viral, anti-
bacterial vapor misting system that 
disinfects large spaces, resulting in 
longer, residual cleanings. Buses are 
fogged three times each week. On 
the days when they are not fogged, 
Tierney said, high-touch areas such 

as stanchions, hand and seat rails, are 
cleaned with an anti-viral solution. 

Light rail trains are fogged once a 
month using a two-step process that 
last longer, Tierney noted.  First, they 
are fogged with a sanitizing solution 
and then fogged with a barrier solution 
that lasts for about a month. High 
touch areas on light rail vehicles are 
cleaned with an anti-viral solution 
each day. 

All light rail stations, fare vending 
machines, handrails, water fountains, 
call boxes, seats and armrests are 
disinfected daily with an anti-viral 
solution. Paratransit vehicles are 
being cleaned with a broad-spectrum 
disinfectant nightly. Drivers are also 
wiping down high-touch areas with 
disinfectant throughout the day. 

In light of all the precautions, are 
people still afraid to ride? 

“Ridership remains constant 
over the past few months, however, 
ridership tends to be seasonal, with 
summer and the hottest times of the 
year having fewer riders,” Tierney said. 
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Lightning up 
the night

●●  Weekly Service

●●  Equipment Repair and Replacement

●●  Equipment Maintenance

●●  Green Pool Clean Up

●●  Pool Drain/Acid and Chlorine Wash

●●  Pop-up Cleaning Systems

●●  Licensed and insured

480-694-1158

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US THE 
TOP POOL SERVICE IN CHANDLER!

SERVICING 
CHANDLER 

OVER 14 
YEARS!

“NO WORRIES,

JUST JUMP IN!”

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
8747 S. Priest Drive |  Suite 101, Tempe

NMLS # 175156  Banker # 911294

Alexa Dedrick • Mortgage Specialist
alexa@azms.net  480-235-1496

NMLS# 580685

Fred Christman • Mortgage Specialist
fred@azms.net  480-905-1888

NMLS# 175379

OUR GOAL IS HELPING YOU ACHIEVE YOURS

Over 20 years in business   /   Located in your neighborhood.

When photographer 
Billy Hardiman sends us 
spectacular weather shots,  
which he does quite often,  
we know they’re likely taken 
from the near-skyscraper 
elevation of his Tempe Town 
Lake-facing apartment. This 
time, though, he trekked 
downstairs to the shores of 
nearby Tempe Beach Park to 
once again capture what his 
photography-impassioned 
counterparts might have 
considered unobtainable. 
This shot, taken during a 
recent dark and stormy night, 
proved that the electronic 
legerdemain of an entire 
downtown couldn’t compete 
with Mother Nature. Only a 
helicopter might have off ered 
a better angle. But stay tuned: 
that story may be yet to 
come.

A 20-minute time-lapse composite taken from the base of Tempe Town Lake looking east under unusually heavy dust conditions.
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Reservations are now being accepted for city of 
Tempe athletic fields and volleyball courts. 

New restrictions are in place to help keep partici-
pants and spectators safe as the city continues to care-
fully reopen amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

Tempe is using county, state and federal recom-
mendations to develop its reopening strategy. The city 
is also implementing specific protocols established by 
state sports organizations.

Face coverings must be worn at all times unless the 
player is actively participating in a game. 

There is a maximum of 50 participants per athletic 
field and 10 participants per volleyball court. 

This includes players, referees and coaches. Specta-
tors must maintain 6 feet of distance at all times and 

stay off the field or court. 
Socializing on the field/court or in the parking lot 

before or after the activity is not allowed. 

Vendors are also not permitted.
Close-contact sports games will not be allowed, 

though drills and practices can occur as long as safety 
protocols can be followed.

Residents interested in reserving an athletic field 
or volleyball court can visit the reservations webpage 
for links to applications and instructions.

Additionally, Tempe’s multi-generational centers 
and Kiwanis Recreation Center have reopened with 
physical distancing, cleaning and capacity guidelines. 

Remaining closed are Pyle Adult Recreation Center, 
Edna Vihel Arts Center, Tempe Center for the Arts, 
Tempe City Hall and Tempe History Museum.

Information: tempe.gov/reopening for up-to-date 
details.

Reservations open for Tempe fi elds, courts . . . with guidelines

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

Tempe Sports Complex   — Wrangler News photo
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Block wall spurs uproar as riders mount protest with Tempe
By Joyce Coronel

A palomino raises its head to study the two strangers 
striding down the bridle path that wends its way 
past dozens of horse properties. It’s a scorching 

hot afternoon and ponies stand quietly in the shade of an 
enormous ash tree while a deer and languid llamas cast 
their gaze on the horizon. 

This isn’t a ranch town in Montana. It’s South Tempe, 
home to several neighborhoods that boast acre lots and a 
secluded rural lifestyle that forms an oasis in the midst of 
an otherwise busy corner of suburbia.

Patti Lines bought her home in Sunburst Farms 
two years ago. “I did everything I could to be in this 
neighborhood,” Lines said. That included pooling all her 
resources to pay cash for the home she says is “a piece of 
crap” she wouldn’t have been able to obtain a loan for. It 
wasn’t about the house—it was about the horse. 

“This is irrigated property and so I have a green patch 
for my horse to graze in.  I have trails to ride on and I’m 
close to everything,” Lines said. “It’s a very peaceful feel 
here.” 

Cheryl Rogers owns three horses and has lived 
in Sunburst Farms since 1982. She said she uses the 
equestrian trail that passes through the area twice a 
week. 

Recently something cropped up on the bridle path 
that caught her attention. It wasn’t a cluster of wild 
flowers. An almost seven-foot block wall built by a 

resident of Shady Lane Estates now impinges on the 
equestrian trail. Many Sunburst Farms residents fear the 
wall could set a precedent that endangers their rural way 
of life. 

Rogers says she attended Tempe City Council 
meetings back in 1995 when the developer of Shady Lane 
Estates proposed his project. 

“We said, ‘It’s not a good idea to put non-horse 
properties surrounded by horse properties because they 
are not going to like the flies and the dust,” Lines said. 

Dust and traffic are the two concerns cited by a 
surveyor who dealt with the City of Tempe on behalf of 
his client, a resident of Shady Lane Estates who wanted 
to build the block wall. The wall is built just inside the 
resident’s property line but subtracts 10 feet of width 
from the bridle path that flanks the lot. 

Rogers finds the complaints of dust and traffic ironic. 
“The developer said, ‘That’s why they moved here, 

because they want the rural atmosphere. They want to be 
in this agricultural atmosphere.’ But then they put walls 
around it.” She says she’s heard residents of Sunburst 
Farms voice a notion she finds disquieting: 

“I’ve heard a couple neighbors say, ‘Yeah, I’d love to 
block off the bridle path and have that piece of property,’” 
Rogers recounted.

Tempe City Councilmember Jennifer Adams lives in 
South Tempe and frequently rides her horse on the trail. 
After hearing from numerous residents of the area about 
the newly constructed wall that encroaches on a stretch 

of the path, she organized a Zoom meeting between 
the city’s attorney, city staff and worried neighbors. 
Councilmember Doreen Garlid and representatives of the 
Buena Vista Ranchos HOA and Calle de Caballos HOA 
were also in on the meeting as the bridle path continues 
into their neighborhoods. 

“It’s really kind of a mess. A lot of these people 
lived there then and they didn’t want this Shady Lanes 
development in the first place. So they went to the 
council meetings,” Adams said. 

“I would never have approved that. You’ve got big 
estates in the middle of horse property—that’s just not a 
good fit in my opinion.” 

Adams said she took residents’ concerns to the Tempe 
City Council and asked for the issue to be placed on the 
executive-session agenda to “see what we can do to stop 
further situations like this.”

Matt Schmehl, another Sunburst Farms resident, is 
similarly concerned about the new block wall. 

“Even though he’s not taking the entire bridle path, 
what he sets potentially is a dangerous precedent,” 
Schmehl said. 

“If we let him take that portion of the easement 
with no action, then that sets a precedent that could 
let other homeowners take back their easement with 
no consequences. And if we start losing portions of our 
bridle path, that impacts all of our property values and 

— WALL, Page 13
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the lifestyle that people like in 
this neighborhood.”

Schmehl provided Wrangler 
News with a string of emails 
between Jim Flack, the 
commercial surveyor hired by 
the homeowner who had the 
block wall built, and officials 
from the City of Tempe, 
that details the months-long 
time frame leading up to the 
building of the wall. 

In a December 5, 2019, 
email to Flack from Kathy 
Pettigrew, real estate 
management coordinator 
for community development 
and building safety in Tempe, 
Pettigrew explains that “Shady 
Lane Estates was carved out of 
an area where equestrian paths 
and uses were already in place, 
causing the City to require the 
subdivision to be conditioned 
to continue to be subject to 
them. The City would have 
no authority to abandon any 
portion of that path as it is not 
a public easement nor right of 
way, and I have no evidence 
that the City has any property 
interest nor authority to 
regulate the path.” 

Months later, in a March 
2 email from Deputy Director 
of Planning for Tempe Ryan 
Levesque, Flack was told: 
“You are seeking to abandon 
an easement, but because the 
city required the easement at 

the time of the zoning action 
(condition of approval). The 
reversal of a condition of 
zoning would require going 
through the very same process 
that the condition was placed 
on the property (an ordinance 
through a public hearing). I 
don’t believe there is support 
for such a request, as staff 
would be the recommending 
body.” 

In an Aug. 17 email 
from Larry Heywood of 
Heywood Management, the 
company that manages Shady 
Lanes Estates, to Christa 
Zamaora, a Sunburst Farms 
resident, Heywood said the 
development’s architectural 
committee did not object to 
the building of the wall “as 
long as the owner of lot 7 
adhered to any restrictions by 
the City of Tempe or any other 
approvals required…if there are 
easements on a lot, compliance 
with the requirements of 
any such easements are the 
responsibility of the lot owner.”

A  plat map, available 
from the Maricopa County 
Assessor’s office, shows the 
property details of the Shady 
Lanes subdivision and contains 
clear references to the bridle 
path easement. 

— WALL, Page 18

Wall 
From Page 12Bridle 

trials
Clockwise starting on 
page 12: The bridle 
path that winds 
through South Tempe 
draws horse lovers and 
families who call the 
secluded area home; 
Rebecca Owens rides 
the path several times 
a week, depending on 
the weather; Christa 
Zamora, a Sunburst 
Farms resident, stands 
across from one of the 
paths; Jennifer Adams, 
an area resident and 
city councilmember, 
rides alongside other 
horse afi cionados 
concerned about 
the new block wall 
on the path; Matt 
Schmehl stands near 
the wall he says sets 
a precedent that may 
change the secluded 
neighborhood’s 
lifestyle and lead 
to a decline in area 
property values. 

— Photos by
Billy Hardiman

for Wrangler News
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North side of Tempe Town Lake now open

Park and lake users have more access 
as train bridge repairs are completed  

All areas on the north side Tempe Town Lake that had been 
closed due to the July 29 train derailment are now open.  
Boat Beach, Lakeview Drive and the sidewalk are accessible 
to park and lake users. 

The closures on the south side of the lake will remain in 
effect so the Union Pacific team can remove debris and repair 

rights-of-way that were damaged by the bridge collapse. 

Those areas include the Rio Salado Parkway and the Beach 
Park parking lot off Ash Avenue. Additionally, the park 
sidewalk from Beach Park to Elmore Pedestrian Bridge will 
remain closed and pedestrians and bicyclists will not be able 
to pass through.   

Lake users must continue to stay east of the yellow floating 
boom line at all times.

These areas have been closed since a Union Pacific train 
derailment near Tempe Beach Park. For more information 
about that, visit tempe.gov/RailroadBridge. 

Editor’s note: Just as trains occasionally go off the track, 
newspapers sometimes do, too. Such was the case with the 
story in our last edition in which Harry Mitchell and Michael 
Monti shared memories of the iconic Salt River Union 
Pacific Bridge, which was damaged in a July 29 freight-train 
derailment. A small derailment in our own offices caused 
only the first half of that story to get into print. While it has 
appeared in its entirety at wranglernews.com, we repeat the 
story here, in its entirety, for our print readers, along with 
fresh photos by Billy Hardiman capturing the Herculean 
efforts that got trains back on track and over the bridge 
quickly.  

Story by Lee Shappell 
Photography by Billy Hardiman

Smoke from the iconic Salt River Union Pacific Bridge 
in Tempe on July 29 was considerably heavier than 
what Harry Mitchell remembers from the steam 

locomotives that powered trains across it during his 
youth.

“I remember that bridge because my dad was an 
engineer for Southern Pacific for 34 years,” said Mitchell, 

an iconic figure himself in Tempe history. “I remember 
crossing that bridge on trains many times because we 
used to take the train to California and back East.”

Michael Monti said he never crossed it, not on a train 
and certainly not on foot.

“My mom put the fear of death in me in doing 
something like walking across that bridge,” said Monti, 
whose family also played a significant role in the city’s 
20th-century history. “Now, I wish I had.” 

He does recall helping a friend yank his stuck 1968 
Oldsmobile out of the sand in the riverbed under the 
bridge.

“My closest brush with an unruly keg party,” Monti 
said.

Anyone who has lived in Tempe for any time likely 
has a story about the bridge, built in 1912. While neither 
Mitchell nor Monti went to the scene after learning of 
the freight-train derailment on July 29 that caused heavy 
fire and smoke and destroyed the southern end of the 
structure, they said news of the tragedy stirs memories. 

Union Pacific on Aug. 2 blew up the unstable 
southernmost 150 feet of the bridge and plans to rebuild 
it.

The bridge, built the year Arizona became a state, 

Following a hurried, labor-intensive effort to reopen a collapsed bridge in downtown Tempe, the first train to venture across took a tentative trial run. 

A bridge to history, plus how engineers worked their magic to keep it going
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Top: Workers lower a replacement segment into place on the 108-year-old Salt 
River Union Pacific Bridge over Tempe Town Lake. Above: A derailment on July 29 
destroyed the southernmost 150 feet of the span. That segment was blown up on 
Aug. 2 and quickly cleared so that reconstruction could begin immediately.

“Those were always fascinating to people 
and it seemed like an inconceivable disaster,” 
Monti said. “It seemed like something that 
could happen in the Old West, and now 
here it has happened again today. If you 
had anything shipped to you, if you had 
any supplies coming, if you had any family 
coming, they probably came over the bridge 
and you would go down to the train station, 
which became Depot Cantina. It was a big 
deal.”

During the 1980 flood, Amtrak ran a 
shuttle train across the railroad bridge from 
Mesa to Tempe to Phoenix dubbed the “Hattie 
B” – in honor of then-Gov. Bruce Babbitt’s 
wife.

“All those other bridges, even the freeway 
bridge, were sinking,” Mitchell said. “How 
in the world do they build a bridge in sand 
without a bedrock?”

Monti said the traffic bottleneck on Mill 
over the bridge nearly put his father out of 
business.

“He was in a terrible mood for months 
because nobody would want to drive down 
to the restaurant when the whole area was 
absolutely strangled with traffic,” Monti said. 
“I have a vivid memory of the promise of the 
relief of that commuter train over the railroad 
bridge to ease traffic. That was very welcome 
to our family.

“They stopped building Mickey Mouse 
bridges and figured out how to build a bridge 
that wouldn’t wash away when there was 
actually water in the river. And now we have 
light rail. The Hattie B was kind of ahead of 
its time.”

As was the 108-year-old iconic Salt River 
Union Pacific Bridge.

has stood through floods that destroyed three 
previous bridges on the site. It weathered massive 
floods in 1978 and 1980, when it, the Mill Avenue 
Bridge and Central Avenue Bridge were the only 
Salt crossings in the Valley that survived.

Mitchell, who turned 80 last month, was a 
Tempe High civics teacher, City Councilman, 
Tempe Mayor, state senator and former U.S. 
Representative in the state’s 5th Congressional 
District. His son, Mark, recently ended an 
eight-year run as mayor. A large statue of Harry 
Mitchell stands just off Mill Avenue, next to City 
Hall and the other buildings comprising the Harry 
E. Mitchell Municipal Complex.

“When we built Kiwanis Park, that little bridge 
that crosses near the lake was symbolic of that 
railroad bridge,” Mitchell said. “There’s one part 
we never finished from the master plan for that 
park. There was a stream that was going to go 
underneath that bridge into the lake but it never 
was finished, but it was inspired by the railroad 
bridge.”

Mitchell says Tempe was founded where it is 
because it is the narrowest point along the river, 
where Charles Trumbull Hayden operated a ferry 
in the 1870s that carried passengers and cargo 
when the water was high. The crossing was so 
important to the settlement on the south bank 
that it initially was named Hayden’s Ferry. The 
butte was a landmark that guided travelers to the 
narrowest point to ford the river when water was 
low and safe to cross without a boat.

Also, with the butte nearby, there is bedrock, 
which proved helpful in securing bridges years 
later.

“That’s why you have those five bridges there 
so close together – the railroad bridge, the two 
Mill Avenue automobile bridges, the old Ash 
Avenue Bridge and the light-rail bridge over the 
Salt – because there’s bedrock,” Mitchell said. 

For nearly six decades, Monti’s family owned 
Monti’s La Casa Vieja Restaurant, on Mill on the 
southern bank of the river. The historic adobe 
building was built in 1873 and was the home 
of Hayden and his wife, Sally. Their son, Carl 
Hayden, was born there in 1877. Carl went on to 
become one of Arizona’s most beloved politicians, 
serving in the U.S. House for 15 years and then 
in the U.S. Senate for 42 more. Monti’s dad, 
Leonard, bought the building in 1954. In 1984, 
it was placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Michael Monti, 53, took over the family 
restaurant in 1993. It closed in 2014. 

The city has restored 11,000 square feet of 
the Hayden House at Monti’s behest. Missing 
is the memorabilia from the Monti years. It no 
longer resembles the building that patrons of 
the restaurant knew. The railroad bridge is easily 
visible from the building.

“Definitely, that bridge was another fixture 
of life in downtown Tempe, especially for those 
of us who grew up around there before Tempe 
Town Lake,” Monti said. “It is easy to forget that 
the railroad was the equivalent of the airlines and 
the interstate highway rolled into one. It was the 
lifeblood of commerce, what the railroad could 
bring you and where it could take you, before the 
age of the automobile and the airplane.”

The Montis had two large framed photos of an 
early 1900s Salt River railroad bridge collapse on a 
wall in the restaurant. 
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 Tempe Chamber Leadership Conference Celebrates 25 Years

Presented by Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital

Celebrating its 25th year, the 2020 Leadership Conference & Expo will 
be a live broadcast event on Friday, September 18, 2020 from 9:00 am 
to 11:00 am. This annual event, organized by the Women in Business 
Council and presented by Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital, will provide 
attendees an opportunity to glean inspiration from female leaders from 
various industries and learn how they have navigated social movements 
throughout their career.

The morning will open with a compelling panel of female “trailblazers” 
in their field who will share their inspiring stories and provide insightful 
take-aways from their career journey. The morning will also include 
a powerful one-on-one interview with gymnastic champion, military 
veteran, and orthopedic surgeon Dr. Leah Brown. 

The Tempe Chamber is extremely proud to also host U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce President Suzanne Clark who will share the initial policy 
agenda for the U.S. Chamber Equality of Opportunity program and how 
businesses, small or large, can help close race-based opportunity gaps. 

This event will also include a virtual exposition and a two-week online 
silent auction which helps support the chamber’s mission. Sponsorship 
and registration are available at tempechamber.org or email us at 
events@tempechamber.org.

Innovation & Education
This October, the Tempe Chamber 
is proud to host it’s first six-month 
Business Academy where participants 
will recieve training in various business 
diciplines including marketing, human 
resources and finance.  To learn more, 
visit the Business Academy landing 
page at tempechamber.org. 
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In response to 

the COVID-19 

pandemic, 

Tempe has 

a mask 

requirement in 

public places 

and encourages 

physical 

distancing, 

hand washing 

and sanitizing 

surfaces. For 

information 

on the city’s 

coronavirus 

response 

eff orts, visit 

tempe.gov/

reopening, 

tempe.gov/

coronavirus, or 

call Tempe 311 

on weekdays at 

480-350-4311. 

Mayor Corey Woods establishes, will lead new public safety task force

Tempe Mayor Corey 
Woods will form 
and lead a new 

Public Safety Advisory 
Board to examine and 
innovate policing in the 
city. 

Details were being 
developed in August 
and are expected to be 
announced soon. 

Following up on his 
remarks during his July 
2 swearing-in ceremony, 
Woods proposed the idea 
of a task force to his City 
Council colleagues at 
their Aug. 7 retreat. 

The advisory group 
will focus on data, poli-

cies, hiring, use of tech-
nologies, training, and 
how the city engages 
with people who are 
black, Indigenous and 
people of color, and those 
with mental health chal-
lenges.

“Just as there is a 
robust national discus-
sion on this topic and 
examinations happening 
in many cities across 
our country, so too is it 
time for Tempe to have 
collaborative discussions 
in this vitally important 
area,” Woods said. 

Woods’ Public 
Safety Advisory Board 

would be a Mayoral advi-
sory group that identi-
fies and/or creates proac-
tive policies designed to 
build trust, accountabil-
ity and dialogue between 
the community and the 

police department. 
Its members will be 

identified by the Mayor 
and Council. 

Woods has said he 
would like the group to 
have representation from 
residents, reform groups, 
the faith community and 
Tempe Police representa-
tives.

The initiative is sepa-
rate but related in ways 
to the city’s new The 
Right to Breathe initia-
tive, which will employ a 
holistic, comprehensive 
approach to how Tempe 
can proactively bridge 

the gap of opportunity 
for its youth of color and 
those in vulnerable com-
munities. 

The group, which will 
be comprised of commu-
nity members and city 
staff identified by the 
Mayor and Council, will 
consider systemic solu-
tions aimed at redressing 
structures that lead to 
inequity and discrimina-
tory practices. 

This initiative was 
first approved by the 
Council in June and
more information is at 
tempe.gov/diversity. 

Corey Woods

Roadmap to 
conversations
about race

The topics of race and race relations 
are everywhere today. The City of 
Tempe, Arizona State University 

and Tech Data have come together 
to create a roadmap to help us have 
meaningful discussions with each other. 

This effort includes a video for you to 
watch with friends, coworkers and family 
— Where to Begin: A Roadmap to Under-
standing and Having Tough Conversa-
tions on Race. 

This video features Mayor Corey 
Woods, ASU experts and Tech Data’s 
diversity and inclusion director. 

The video is available at tempe.gov⁄
TempeRoadmap, where you will also find 
links to organizations, documentaries, 
TED Talks, podcasts, books, interviews 
and more to help explore this subject. 

85283 residents:
Join Jennifer for 
a virtual chat Oct. 3

Councilmember 
Jennifer Adams is 
hosting another of 

her quarterly conversations 
with residents of various 
zip codes across Tempe. 

Join her Saturday, 
Oct. 3, at 1 p.m. for a 
virtual meetup. 

While topics will most 
interest those in 85283, 
everyone is welcome to 
bring their ideas and feed-
back. The WebEx link to 

use to join the conversation 
is available at tempe.gov/
adams. 

For questions, contact 
Council Aide Alex Chin at 
480-350-8545 or 
alex_chin@tempe.gov.

Fall registration
is underway 

Classes look different 
this year but we’re confi-
dent you will find some-
thing for everyone in the 
family this fall. 

Check out an array of 
virtual fitness, arts and 

special interest classes. 
Limited in-person offer-
ings are also available. Visit 
tempe.gov/play to see them 
all. 

Golf Tempe: Buy One
Get One Free  

Golf Tempe invites you 
to take advantage of a Buy 
One Get One Free special 
from Sept. 1-30. 

Buy one round of golf 
at Ken McDonald, get a free 
round at Rolling Hills. 

Visit tempe.gov/Golf-
Tempe for details. 
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Overhead view and 

illustrated diagram of  

area where wall has 

caused residents to 

appeal for help

Wrangler News attempted to obtain comments from 
the Shady Lane Estates resident who had the block wall 
constructed but at press time had received no response. 

Schmehl wrote to the Tempe city council and mayor 
Aug. 14 outlining his concerns. In 1995 when the Shady 
Lane Estates developer sought a variance, an agreement 
was struck that “Shady Lane would contribute and 
maintain a portion of horse path on their border. At that 
time the south Tempe homeowners were encouraged 

by city staff to agree to the variances and accept this 
compromise. It was expressed to the staff at that time 
that it was important to maintain the rural setting that is 
unique to South Tempe and we were assured by the city 
that the requirement to include the additional horse path 
and the trees within would do that,” Schmehl says in his 
email. “The intent of these requirements was to buffer 
the existing AG zoned homes from exactly what is now 
occurring with the addition of the wall in the middle of 
the horse path.”

In an email to Wrangler News, Nikki Ripley, 
communication and media relations manager for 
the City of Tempe, said city staff, including the code 
compliance manager, zoning administrator and city 
attorney, researched the recorded documents for Shady 
Lane Estates and determined the bridle path easement is 

private.  “City staff also visited the site and confirmed the 
wall under construction does not exceed 7 feet in height.  
As a result, the city does not have legal enforcement 
abilities for this private easement and the wall being 
constructed does not require a city permit,” Ripley wrote. 

Schmehl disagrees and says so in his email to the 
mayor and council. 

“I believe the city does have authority in this matter. 
I suggest as one alternative you look to this as a zoning 
violation. Just as zoning would prohibit running a 
night club in a residential neighborhood, so should 
zoning prevent the homeowner from building a wall in 
an easement dedicated to the south Tempe equestrian 
community.” 

“I feel so bad for the residents,” Adams said.  
“It’s just not right.”

Wall
From Page 13

An aerial photo of the section of 

land where a new, nearly 7-foot 

block wall that extends into the 

bridle path was constructed.

The blue line represents the 

property line of the Shady Lane 

Estates resident who had the wall 

built. 

The path is visible just to the left 

of the blue line on the left side of 

the photo. 

The original wall ran inside the 

area where the trees stand, but 

the new structure runs outside the 

line of trees, just inside the Shady 

Lane Estate resident’s property 

line. 

— Photo courtesy Matt Schmehl
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Fully Open  
for All Dental Needs

Ride with the  
No. 1 car insurer  
in Arizona.

With competitive rates and 
personal service, it’s no 
wonder more drivers trust 
State Farm®. As your local 
agent, I’m here to help life 
go right.®

LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL1708164

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

Blizzard or Royal Treat
Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢ Not valid with other offers. 

Equal or lesser value. 
Valid at these locations only.

WE  ARE  OPEN

SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock

480.426.0010

NW Corner 
Elliot/Rural

480.831.7274

YOU’RE STILL HUNGRY.
DQ is ready to feed you.  
Come in for Carry Out 

and Drive-Thru.

W. Chandler parks included in Sept. 15 virtual 
meeting on city’s proposed strategic master plan

Chandler is moving forward in a 
longterm process to create a 10-year 
guide for the city’s park system, includ-
ing locations in West Chandler.

Affected parks in the area include 
Nozomi, Desert Breeze and Windmills 
West, among others citywide.

Planning for development of a 
parks strategic master plan takes the 
next step on Tuesday, Sept. 15, when 
residents citywide are being invited to 
attend a virtual community meeting.

The outcome of the meeting will be 
based on findings reported earlier from a community 
needs survey.

The teleconference, which begins at 6 p.m., is open 
to everyone who lives, works or plays in Chandler. 

Participants must pre-register for the Zoom com-
munity meeting by visiting planchandlersparks.com 
and following the instructions. 

The session is expected to last no longer than 90 

minutes.
An earlier pub-

lic meeting, also a 
Zoom event, was 
held on June 23. 
These events are 
being held online to 
limit in-person con-
tact in response to 
the covid-19 public 
health emergency 
while still enabling 
questions and sug-

gestions to be submitted and responded to in real time.
According to a press release announcing the ses-

sion, Chandler has a longstanding commitment to 
developing and maintaining a quality parks system 
that delivers a variety of safe and well-maintained out-
door recreational amenities and open spaces. 

Chandler’s existing parks system is comprised of 67 
developed parks totaling 1,281 acres. 

A NOTE TO OUR REGULAR READERS: Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Twitter to find out 
what’s happening in our Tempe and West Chandler community. Our popular social media offerings 
bring an exciting dimension to feature stories, photography and news you can trust. All tailored 
to your schools, churches and favorite places of business. Send an email to editor@wranglernews.
com and share your thoughts about how you most enjoy receiving local news — via social media or 
in your driveway. We’ll put your name into our list of readers who will be receiving a surprise thank-
you gift. PS: If you like mouth-watering treats, don’t wait. We need to hear from you by Sept. 10.

As the city nears completion of its remaining 
undeveloped parkland and prioritizes the mainte-
nance and refurbishment of existing facilities, the 
new master plan will be designed to help position 
Chandler as a place that provides an exceptional 
quality of life.

Prior to the teleconference call, participants can 
visit planchandlersparks.com to learn more about the 
purpose of the plan, the project timeline including 
key events, presentations and reports, as well as fre-
quently asked questions and the ways to share ideas 
and opinions.

Desert Breeze Park                       — Photo visitchandler.com
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Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday 
throughout the year to 20,000 homes & rack locations in 

Tempe & Chandler
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Editor: Joyce Coronel
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Offices: Warner Century Plaza 

2145 E. Warner Road, Ste. 102 Tempe, AZ 85284
(480) 966-0845 

Press Option 1 for your call to be directed
 

We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to 
call witharticle  suggestions.  We accept manuscripts and 

photographs from area residents about topics of interest to our 
community. Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.”

CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP 
YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE AND 

WEST CHANDLER ENDEAVORS

Articles appearing in this publication represent 
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reject advertising or other content that we feel does not 
meet the needs or interests of our readership. 

 To place a vacation stop and for other delivery 
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call (480) 966-0845, Option 1. Full, downloadable copies 
of recent issues, along with a searchable database of 
past articles and a complete Media Kit with rates & 
information, are available at www.WranglerNews.com. 
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Offset on partially recycled newsprint with ink 

made from 98 percent soy content 
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For Sale
2003 Ford Expedition XLT. One Owner, only 84,000 miles. No Accidents, 

no smoking, full power, seats 9, white with cool saddle tan cloth interior, 

$5,900. 480-982-6546 after 12 noon only. 8/20

Hayden Square Condo FSBO 2BED/2BATH 1034 sq.ft. Remodeled spring 

of 2019. Granite counter tops. Recessed lighting, Ceiling fans, Shutters, 

carpet/ tile. Appliances included, Pool/gated covered parking. More Info 

Text 602-469-8834 refer to condo. 11/20

Help Wanted
Great Harvest Bread Co is looking for both customer service and baking 

team members. Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out an 

application 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe

Services
ALTCS/Medicaid-AZ Long-Term Care System — Need help to pay 

for Long-Term Care? Stay in your home, have your unlicensed family 

member(s) be paid by Arizona-ALTCS to provide your needed care! Call/

Text 480-203-9592 or Visit ALTCSecrets.com 9/21

Cabinets—We can guide you through the new cabinet process for your 

kitchen, bath or laundry room; call Jim @ 602-825-2580; Red Rock Cabinet 

Co.  8/20

Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, 

Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 

480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. Bond. 

Ins. 8/20

Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, slabs, footings 

, pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. Tempe based since 1996.

nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. 

Lic, bonded and Ins. 8/20

Drywall, Stucco and paint—Call or text for a free estimate: 480-215-3373. 

All textures perfect match. Compare our prices to non-licensed contractors. 

Discount for vets and teachers. 8/20

Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 

professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings 

and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610.  8/20

Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call 

Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do it all. 

Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 years’ 

experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free Estimates. 

9/21

Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance. 

Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, 

fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable. 25 

years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call Ron 

480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599. 7/20

House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the Valley for 

Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and 

Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 

602-481-7000 1/21

House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t 

want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy, 

reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request! 

Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234   Call for FREE Estimate. 480-

838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 12/20

House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough time 

in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable. 

Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail. 

20 years’ experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR 

choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027.  7/20

Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 

with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 

welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-1588. 7/20

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, GREEN pool 

Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has a degree in hydrology! 

Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 

480-694-1158.  9/20

Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of 

construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ 

rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love 

small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC 

#112275. 8/20

Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor, 

Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens, 

Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at www.

englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 

Call today for a free estimate  480-603-8813.  9/20

Remodeling — Infinity Remodel specializing in Tempe home remodels, 

repairs and so much more! We are your one-stop shop for all your home 

improvement needs. Free estimates. Licensed. Bonded. Insured. ROC 

#228281 480-999-1385.  8/20

Sprinkler & Drip Repair—AQUA MASTERS Specializing In: System Check-

Ups; Valves, Heads, Timers; Leak Detection; Wire Locating and Trouble-

shooting; Brown Spots & Low Pressure Problems; 30+Years’ Experience, 

Quality Service; 480-478-0073 www.AquamastersAz.com 10/20

Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and insured. 

Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler readers. Free 

estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650.  8/20

Tree & Yard Clean-Up—Tree Trimming, Yard Clean-up, Weeding, Pruning, 

Desert Landscaping, Removal & Hauling of Anything; Reasonable, Reliable, 

Prompt. Saia 480-201-8966 Tutor — Certified teacher offering math and 

Spanish tutoring digitally to prioritize safety throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic. Call/text 480-789-0604 or email a.a.peterson94@gmail.com 

8/20

T H E  P L A C E  W E  C A L L  H O M E

 T E M P E  &  W E S T  C H A N D L E R

WRANGLER
NEWS
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General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Visit us online at 
www.englishbuilding.net

Owner, Paul English

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring

Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

Call for a FREE estimate

480-603-8813

REMODELING / ADDITIONS

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM 
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!

• EASY DEPLOYMENT
• WINDSHIELD MOUNTED
• REDUCES UP TO 50˚
• NO STORING 

FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe  ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5    
DASHDESIGNS.COM

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

 TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
•  Lic # ROC137050 
• Bonded and Insured
•   Tile and stone installations 

including fl oors, showers, 
patio’s, backsplashes 
and more.

• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES 
•  Call Bob Lukert 
480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler readers

REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you knowNeighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you know

Announcements appearing in 
our Neighborhood Services sec-
tion are placed by local business 
owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust 
now and in the future. Ads in this 
section appear in 6 consecutive 
issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompany-
ing classified ad at no additional 
charge. 

Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads 
appearing on this page expire with the date shown 
on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to 
ensure renewal.

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair

480-694-1158 
*Weekly Service  *Equipment 
Repair/Replace- ment GREEN 

Pool Clean-Ups Call today for free 
water quality assessment                           

10% off all drains  
No worries, just jump in!

Insured Certified Pool Operator

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
  Vinyl Siding
• Overhang 
   trim/eaves

• Replacement
  Windows
• AZ Rooms

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-820-8711
jakconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Ky rrene Corrido
Re esid nts

Jennifers,
House Cleaning 
Quality Professional Cleaning

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

480.833.1027

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!  GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

ROOFING
Maintenance starting

at $250. Free Estimates
on Re-roofs.

480-446-7663
Spencer 4 Hire Roofing

Lic #244850

HANDYMAN
Semi-Retired

General Contractor
Need small jobs done

around the house?

Call John
480-772-7649 cell

Not a licensed contractor

Any Situation or Condition
Quick Close - As-Is!

No Fees Or Commissions!
Erniebuyscash@Gmail.com
480-877-9887

ERNIE 
BUYS 
HOUSES 
FOR 
CASH!

480-215-3373

Time for an 
UPGRADE?

We install doors and windows
Start energy-saving today!

R. CHILD 
CUSTOM CARPENTRY
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed, bonded & insured

Call 480-233-6561 
Quoting and cleaning done with 
SOCIAL DISTANCING

We clean pool tile, fountains and 
water features by removing calcium 

and other build-ups, restoring 
surfaces to like-new condition!

480.253.2850

Learn About Your  
Medicare Options

To schedule your 
FREE  

in-home or online appointment.

CONTACT  
VICTOR  GARZA 

TURNING 65 ?

480.253.2850

480-999-1385
w w w.InfinityRemodel.com

Full Remodels
Kitchen / Bath
Flooring
Painting
HVAC
Electrical / Plumbing

Licensed, Bonded 
and Insured

Infinity Property Services, LLC
ROC #228281

Unlimited Tree Trimming 
& Yard Cleanup 

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

WE DO COMPLETE
Tree Trimming, 
Yard Cleanup, 

Weeding, Pruning, 
Desert Landscaping, 

Removal & Hauling of Anything.
Reasonable Reliable & Prompt

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.
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Graduation ceremonies at Marcos de Niza High School.
              — Billy Hardiman for 2015 Graduation Special Edition of Wrangler News

As a comparative latecomer to Tempe’s 
high school scene, Marcos de Niza might 
once have considered itself the youngster 
in the crowd.

That all changed this year, as the 
school celebrated its 50th anniversary 
by showing off a list of impressive 
achievements over the years, plus a 
proclamation signed by Tempe Mayor 
Corey Woods.

Marcos opened its doors in 1971 as 
the third entrant into the Tempe Union 
High School District, preceded by Tempe 
High School in 1909 and McClintock High 
in 1964. 

With a current enrollment of 1,500 
students, it primarily serves students in 
the central Tempe area and the town of 
Guadalupe.

As part of the observance, held 
Aug. 14, alumni and friends were 
encouraged to reach share photos, 
memories and stories of their days at 
the school, a selection of which were to 
be seen on social media sites and other 
communications throughout the coming 
year.

Marcos is said to also be partnering 
with Tempe History Museum to display 
historical photos and documents from the 
school and alumni on the museum’s social 

media platforms. 
Principal Sarah Tolar noted that the 

history, the achievements, the sense of 
community and the traditions that have 
been established over the last half century 
at Marcos are unrivaled. For 50 years, 
she said, Marcos students, teachers and 
administration have been committed to 
excellence in academics, athletics and 

extracurricular opportunities.
“We have a very diverse student 

population,” said Tolar. “Our Marcos 
community reflects a real-world 
environment, which is a huge asset for 
our students during their time with us. 
We are excited to celebrate this golden 
anniversary and hear from past students, 
teachers and community members. 

“And we appreciate the city of Tempe 
joining with us to celebrate this special 
milestone.”

The anniversary celebration included 
a specially designated “Marcos de Niza 
Day,” with virtual events and other 
opportunities planned throughout the 
school year, as well as in-person events 
as soon as safety protocols allow.

Among Marcos’ notable programs and 
distinctions:

• Home of the Marcos Business 
Academy, in partnership with the ASU 
WP Carey School of Business;

• Home of the Marcos Fine Arts 
Academy, a unique program that 
integrates visual and performing arts 
with a college preparatory curriculum;

• Interdisciplinary research 
internships;

• Award-winning Student Council 
Program;

• 4-time wrestling state champions; 
5-time runners up;

• Bronze-level awarded HOSA 
Chapter, 17 Bronze-level awarded 
individual members in 2015;

• Nationally ranked “We the People” 
team in 2013 and 2014; and

•  JROTC Honor Unit with 
Distinction continuously since 1992.

Golden anniversary, rich history for Marcos de Niza H.S.
Mayor Corey Woods appeared in a video to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Marcos de Niza High School and proclaimed Aug. 14 Celebrate Marcos de Niza Day. 

— Photo courtesy Tempe Union High School District 
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edwardjones.com

Are you invested 
properly? Get a second 
opinion.

Joseph B Ortiz, AAMS®, CRPS® 
Financial Advisor

8950 S 52nd St Suite 209 
Tempe, AZ 85284 
480-753-7664

Member SIPC
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 LA  CASA DE JUANA  
  Open for dining or order online and get 15% off   use code ‘Juanas’ 

 
 The fare is authentic Mexican and when we say authentic we 

mean  it! The avorful salsas, the  delicious Margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will denitely keep you 
coming back for more.  

Please check out our menu packed full with all our 
delicious menu items and order online at juanashouse.com. 
From enchiladas to burritos to chimichangas, we’ve got the 
avors you long for! Try our Lime Shrimp Avocado Salad or our 
Spinach Queso Dip for a fresh take on Mexican food at its best. 

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe  
Pollack Cinemas Center 
480-820-0837

Check out our menu at JuanasHouse.com

By M.V. Moorhead 

The High Note—Tracie Ellis Ross plays a superstar pop 
singer. She’d like to work on new material; her handlers, 
led by Ice Cube, want her play to it safe with a Vegas res-
idency. Dakota Johnson plays her put-upon personal as-
sistant, who of course is an aspiring music producer. 
Kelvin Harrison, Jr. is the inexplicably obscure young mu-
sical prodigy the assistant falls for, and would also like to 
produce. 

Although I don’t know if audiences will (or should) 
share my reasons, I liked this movie, precisely because it 
was an undemanding big-budget indulgence; a pop-music 
story without a lot of drug use or other torturous, tire-
some self-destructive behavior on parade.  

Although Dakota Johnson is attractive and agreeable 
enough as the reckless heroine, the star performance is 
the charming, funny Tracie Ellis Ross; defiantly batty, 
mercurial and high-maintenance, but not a villain. Mostly 
thanks to Ross, The High Note stays on-key. 

Streaming online, and playing onscreen at Roadhouse 
Cinemas in Scottsdale. 

 
The King of Staten Island—Although undeniably funny 

in the right dosage, the Saturday Night Live comedian 
Pete Davidson never struck me as a having a broad range. 
But playing the semi-autobiographical title character in 

this, his first star vehicle, he shows the ease and emo-
tional accessibility of, well, a star. 

Working from a script he co-wrote with director Judd 
Apatow and Dave Sirus, Davidson plays Scott, a 24-year 
old stoner and aspiring—though not very promising—
tattoo artist, living with his weary but doggedly upbeat 
widowed Mom (Marisa Tomei) in New York’s persistently 
unglamorous Fifth Borough.  

The son of a firefighter who died in the line of duty—
Davidson’s real-life dad died in the 9/11 attacks—Scott is 
funny, intelligent, likable, even charismatic, but also trau-
matized, stuck in adolescence, and quietly, almost uncon-
sciously desperate. 

Even for Scott, though, change is of course inevitable. 
His younger, better-adjusted sister (Maude Apatow) heads 

off to college, and soon his Mom has started a relation-
ship with another firefighter (Bill Burr).  

Scott responds to it all with bursts of edgy anger—
something like Adam Sandler without the mannered ec-
centricity—offset by a peculiar gentleness that suggests 
self-awareness and the potential for growth. 

Like many of Apatow’s movies—others include The 
40-Year-Old Virgin and Knocked Up—this extremely foul-
mouthed film meanders around at a dawdling clip, explor-
ing subplots and secondary characters, setting up gags 
that will pay off far down the road, if at all.  

Not everything works, but it’s a natural approach for a 
movie about an aimless hero, and we keep rooting for 
him. 

Streaming online.

diversions
Big screens mostly 
closed but streaming 
part of ‘new normal’

Comedy-drama “The King of Staten Island” stars Pete Davidson.  

Sunset branch library among Chandler 
go-to sites for job-related resources

For West Chandler residents looking 
for work, considering a career change 
or needing to develop new job skills, the 
area’s Sunset branch library is a good 
place to start the search.

While the national unemployment 
rate has dropped in the last month, the 
COVID-19 public health crisis continues 
to affect local businesses and employ-
ment rates, according to Chandler offi-
cials.

Branches of the Chandler Public 
Library can provide resources and access 
to technology for those looking for a job 
or trying to make themselves more mar-
ketable to employers.

Said Librarian Ted Liebler:
“Chandler Library offers online and 

in-person options to patrons including 
virtual access to job and career resources 
along with 45-minute reservations to 
use computers, Wi-Fi and equipment to 
fax, copy, scan and print.” 

Those with a valid Chandler library 
card or eCard also have free access to 
digital resources that are accessible 
at any of the four library locations, or 
online from home, or on a mobile device. 

Resources include Career Transitions, 
Learning Express Library, lyndaLibrary, 
ReferenceUSA and the Testing & Educa-
tion Reference Center.

Users can browse career paths, assess 
their interests, take online training 
courses. 

There are interactive questionnaires, 
resume and cover letter writing tips, 
practice tools for interview skills and 
more. 

There’s even a job search tool pow-
ered by Indeed.

The library also provides off-site links 
to assist those in a job search, including 
a link to PipelineAZ, which collaborates 
with the city of Chandler’s Economic 
Development Department. 

It also assists individuals in finding a 
job with Arizona employers who are hir-
ing now, as well as helping with employ-
ment, education and financial resources 
to help navigate their careers in this 
time of uncertainty.

Information: chandlerlibrary.
org / research-job-resources. A valid 
library or eCard is required. 
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Patti Agnew Scott Agnew

“Call Us First”
480-797-2892

Scott and Patti are on your side during COVID-19

We give you a direct cash offer.

We’ll buy your house,
no hassle, quick cash.

Save Thousands Buying 
Your Dream Home.

Traditional MLS listing.

List with us to put 
the most money 

in your pocket at closing.

We loan you the money 
to stage your house to 

sell for top dollar. 

Concierge Service.

Keller Mortgage
“Zero Cost”


