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By Jane McClure

Responding to a drop in city 
revenue brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and this 

summer’s rioting, Saint Paul Mayor 
Melvin Carter has proposed a city 
budget for 2021 that holds the line on 
property taxes but cuts a host of city 
services and reduces the city’s work-
force by 3 percent. 

The proposed 2021 budget is 
$626,993,514, down $9.4 million 
from 2020. It includes salaries and 
benefits for 2,920 full-time-equiva-
lent (FTE) employees—a decrease of 
93.26 from 2020.

Public safety spending would 
be reduced by $1.2 million with an 
$801,000 cut in the Police Depart-
ment budget and a $431,000 cut in 
the Fire Department budget. The 
Fire Department would lose five po-
sitions, including two arson investi-
gators and the coordinator of emer-
gency medical services. The Police 
Department would cut 17 positions, 
including 10 sworn officers and seven 
school resource officers. Thirty-one 

In hard times, 
mayor submits 
a budget that 
holds line on 
property taxesBy Carolyn Walkup

Grady Hughes says he owes his life to 
Canine Inspired Change (CIC), a lo-
cal nonprofit organization that pro-

motes social and emotional well-being by 
connecting people to therapy dogs. Hughes, 
27, almost died when at age 8 he was hit by 
a truck while riding his bicycle. He spent 
87 days in the hospital—42 of them in a 
coma—and underwent numerous surgeries. 
CIC therapy dogs assisted in his long recov-
ery, and they continue to help him today.

Hughes currently works with a golden re-
triever named Copper and its owner, Mark 
Stary, who volunteers with Canine Inspired 
Change. Although their weekly meetings 
have been online since the COVID-19 out-
break caused CIC’s in-person classes to be 
suspended, Hughes continues to benefit 
from seeing Copper and watching him obey 
his spoken commands, Stary said.

According to Stary, Hughes “just glows 
when he sees Copper. It brightens his day, 
even when he’s having a rough one.” When 
the classes were in-person, Hughes routinely encouraged 
the younger students in his group and shared his conta-
gious enthusiasm for life, Stary said.

CIC was founded in 2010 by Danielle Graczyk, a pro-
fessional dog trainer who realized the role her own dogs 
played in her recovery from addiction. For the past seven 
years, agency volunteers have been helping young peo-
ple who have experienced trauma or have chronic men-

tal and emotional issues by bringing their own trained 
therapy dogs to small-group sessions at juvenile deten-
tion centers, day programs or other participating loca-
tions such as the Jewish Community Center in Highland 
Park. Last month the CIC moved into its new home in the 
Wilder Foundation’s building at 451 N. Lexington Pkwy.

In addition to structured classes both in and outside 

Four-legged friends help heal scars of trauma
Agency for dog therapy 
finds permanent home 
on Lexington Parkway

Saint Paul looks to raise awareness of police review board

Grady Hughes (left) poses with Mark Stary and Copper, his therapy dog team 
at Canine Inspired Change.
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By Jane McClure

Relations between the police and the public 
are drawing increased scrutiny around the 
United States, yet many Saint Paul residents 

do not know anything about the city’s Police Civil-
ian Internal Affairs Review Commission (PCIARC) 
and how it works to address concerns about law 
enforcement. That was the key message for Saint 
Paul City Council members during an August 5 up-
date on the commission and its activities.

Getting the word out about the commission and 
its work has a cost, but finding funds to cover those 
costs could be difficult as Saint Paul faces a chal-
lenging budget year in 2021 due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. The nine-member commission which 
reviews claims of police misconduct, operates un-
der the city’s Department of Human Rights and 
Equal Economic Opportunity. HREEO director  
Valerie Jensen would like to increase the commis-
sion’s annual budget, which is currently $16,775, 
not including staff costs.

Commissioners currently receive $50 per month, 
which has not increased since the commission was 
formed in 1993. Jensen said she would like to in-
crease the commission stipends in 2021.

“There are serious issues with that (compensa-
tion),” Jensen said. She spoke on the need for great-
er socioeconomic and ethnic diversity on the com-
mission, but said that is difficult to achieve when 

there are financial barriers to participation.
PCIARC is one of the city’s most time-intensive 

citizen groups. Commissioners undergo 40-50 
hours of training before joining and spend about 
15-20 hours each month reviewing cases before 
monthly meetings, according to PCIARC coordina-
tor Julian Roby.

City Council members agreed that compensation 
needs to be increased, though by how much was 
not discussed. “It’s like a part-time job,” said coun-
cil member Jane Prince.

Another issue is geographic representation. The 
commission has two openings after one member 
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St. Thomas ready to welcome students to new dorms on north campus

By Jane McClure

Developer Paul Tucci and 2C Develop-
ment are now soliciting comments 
on their proposal to construct a four-

story building with three floors of market-rate 
apartments and 2,500 square feet of ground-
floor commercial space at 2045 Marshall Ave., 
the longtime home of the Suds America laun-
dromat and tanning parlor. 

Tucci told the Union Park District Council 
Land Use Committee on August 17 that he 
would like to hear from residents and busi-
ness people on his plans before he presents 
them to the full UPDC board on September 21. 

“This is a chance to make your feelings 
known early in the process,” said UPDC Land 
Use Committee co-chair Dean Cummings. 
Questions and comments may be sent to  
Tucci by email at cytucci1@gmail.com.

Tucci’s plans call for 55 studio, one- and 
two-bedroom apartments. Although they 
may attract University of Saint Thomas stu-
dents, the apartments would be marketed to 
other tenants as well, Tucci said. A total of 49 
off-street parking spaces are planned below-
grade and behind the building. 

The property was rezoned in 2018 as part 
of Saint Paul’s West Marshall Avenue Zoning 
Study. It is now zoned for traditional neigh-

borhoods 2 use, allowing building heights of 
up to 45 feet without a conditional use per-
mit. No special city permits, zoning changes 
or variances have been applied for.

If the Tucci and 2C Development project 
moves forward, it will be the fifth multi- 
family residential or mixed-use commercial-
residential project proposed or completed on 
Marshall Avenue in the Merriam Park neigh-
borhood this year. A new three-story building 
was recently completed at 1609 Marshall Ave. 
Across the street on a parking lot and green 
space in front of the former Richards Gordon 
School, a 97-unit building is planned. 

Two other apartment projects also are 

planned near the intersection of Marshall and 
Finn Street.

At the nearby corner of Snelling and Carroll 
avenues, the site plan for Gaughan Compa-
nies’ proposed five-story apartment building 
won final city approval in mid-August.

Although this is his first foray into Union 
Park, Tucci is a veteran developer. In 2016 he 
worked with Oppidan on a one-story retail 
development on the northeast corner of Snel-
ling and Stanford avenues. In 2018 he led the 
redevelopment of the former Lund & Lange 
Florist, Seoul Salon and St. Paul Frame-Ups 
site at 270-276 S. Snelling Ave. with another 
one-story retail building.

Comments sought on proposed Marshall Ave. housing project

By Jane McClure

As an atypical academic year 
begins, the University of 
Saint Thomas is opening 

two new residence halls on its north 
campus in time for the start of class-
es on September 9. Jim Brummer, 
the university’s associate vice presi-
dent for facilities, outlined the prog-
ress on the projects for the Union 
Park District Council (UPDC) Land 
Use Committee on August 17.

Finishing touches were being ap-
plied on the new five-story Tommie 
North and Tommie East residence 
halls to get them ready for students, 
who are being offered both in-per-
son and online classes this fall. Fur-
niture was moved in, landscaping 
installed and new sidewalks poured 
along Selby and Cleveland avenues.

Tommie North is located at the 
corner of Cleveland and Selby av-
enues just north of the Chapel of 
Saint Thomas Aquinas. It will house 
a new dining facility and classroom 
space on its first floor, with hous-
ing for approximately 480 first-year 
students above. There are multiple, 
single-gender pods on each floor. 
Each pod houses around 36 stu-
dents who live in double-occupancy 

bedrooms and share two large bath-
rooms. The building has 161 interior 
bicycle storage spaces and 115 un-
derground parking spaces.

Tommie East, which is located 
on Cleveland near Ashland Av-
enue just south of the chapel, has 
visitor space on its first floor with 
housing for 260 mainly second-
year students above. There are two 
pods per floor arranged in multiple 
clusters of double-occupancy bed-
rooms and bathrooms that feed 
into a main living area and kitchen. 
There is a laundry on each floor, 
with lounge space, study rooms and 
a game room on the second floor. 
The building has 143 bike spaces, 85 
below-grade parking spaces and six 
apartments for visitors.  

The university plans to require 
on-campus residency for first- and 
second-year students beginning in 
the fall of 2021. UST currently just 
encourages students to live on-
campus for their first two years. 

About 90 percent of first-year stu-
dents and 45 percent of second-year 
students live on-campus now. 

University neighbors have long 
pushed for a residency requirement, 
citing the disruptive behavior of 
some off-campus students. UPDC 
committee members and neigh-
bors said on August 17 that they 
were pleased to see new housing 
and more efforts to keep younger  
students on campus.

Construction of the dormito-
ries and the new Iverson Center for 
Faith began in 2019. Iversen Center, 
which is built below grade and tied 
into the chapel, was finished earlier 
this summer. A tunnel will connect 
the two new halls and Iverson.

Tommie North and East are the 
first new dormitories built at the 
university since Morrison Hall in 
1998. Saint Thomas tore down 
the John Paul II residence hall and 
a faculty residence, which were 
both constructed in the ’70s, to 

make way for the new dormitories. 
The university also renovated Ire-
land and Brady halls as part of the  
project.

Completion of the projects 
brought an end to months of noise, 
disruption and spillover construc-
tion parking on the north campus. 
Neighbors had to rely on updates 
and reach out via email or phone if 
there were problems, since in-per-
son gatherings were not possible 
due to COVID-19.

University officials expressed ap-
preciation for neighbors’ patience at 
the UPDC committee meeting. One 
issue still being addressed is the re-
placement of the 140-plus trees lost 
due to construction. 

“Unfortunately, we couldn’t do 
the developments without losing 
trees,” Brummer said. There have 
been 125 replacement trees already 
planted, with more coming.

Parking in the two new residence 
halls are not for the students who 

live there, which raised some ques-
tions from neighbors on August 
17. The parking spaces at Tommie 
North are for faculty and staff park-
ing, while those at Tommie East are 
for admissions and visitors.

Saint Thomas has historically 
discouraged first-year resident 
students from bringing vehicles 
to campus and has asked them to 
use other modes of transporta-
tion. Resident student parking per-
mits are awarded and sold through 
a lottery, with priority given to  
upperclassmen.

UPDC board member Scott Berg-
er said he and other bicyclists are 
eager to see the southbound Cleve-
land bike lane reopened. It has been 
blocked due to campus construc-
tion, pushing riders out into traf-
fic. “It’s a good bike lane when it’s 
open,” he said. 

Brummer said the Cleveland bike 
lane will be reopened as soon as 
possible.

Two-year residency  
requirement set to 
begin in fall of 2021 

Tommie North (above) is the university’s new residence for first-year students, 
while Tommie East (right) is for second-year students.



WEDNESDAY, september 2, 2020 	 myVILLAGER.com	 page 3

To the thousands of our readers/early adopters, who have already subscribed to Villager, thanks 
for your support and loyalty. Your very vocal appreciation over the years and now your financial 

backing is humbling. To those of you who haven’t yet gotten around to subscribing, 
now would be a great time to make your move.

Here’s what’s happened.
Since our July 8th issue, Villager is no longer on newsstands.  And since the August 5th issue, 

Minneapolis, Lilydale, Mendota and Mendota Heights can only receive Villager by paid subscriptions. 
Villager had been freely delivered west and south of the river since 1953 and 1959, respectively. Now, every
day we receive more subscriptions from readers in these cities, as well as our still freely distributed areas. 

And we thank you.

What comes next?
It’s entirely possible that we’ll begin transitioning more neighborhoods away from free

doorstep delivery toward U.S. Mail-based subscriptions. Meaning, with each issue,
some nonsubscribers may no longer find their Villager on their doorstep.

Please don’t miss your Villager.
We do know MyVillager.com will soon have a paywall/account feature requiring a login to read 
our digital content. To the tens of thousands of you who are currently visiting us online, don’t 

worry, your paid subscription includes access to all Villager’s published neighborhood coverage 
and even our planned archive of back issues.

We’re cautiously excited to be making this transition and hope you are too. In all ways, to all of our 
 readers, we can’t thank you enough. You’re awesome and we find your support empowering and assuring

  that we at the Villager will keep bringing you the neighborhood information you’ve come to expect.
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By Jane McClure

Ramsey County’s 2021 property tax levy 
will stay flat, as a result of a revised 
budget that was released on August 

25. That is a change from the anticipated 4.5 
percent levy increase that was tentatively ad-
opted at the end of 2019.

“It’s been a challenging year under all cir-
cumstances,” said county manager Ryan 
O’Connor. County officials revised their 2021 
budget in the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the related economic downturn and  
the civil unrest following George Floyd’s 
death in May.

They are also watching 2020 spending 
carefully; the county has already shelled out 
almost $51 million on pandemic-related ex-
penses this year.

Prudent financial management and long-
range planning have helped the county, 
O’Connor said. “Simply put, this is the rainy 
day that the organization has spent years 
planning for,” he said.

The county’s biennial budget that was ini-
tially approved in 2019 had a 4.75 percent levy 
increase for 2020 and 4.5 percent for 2021. 
The second year of the budget process usu-
ally focuses on policy issues, including racial 
and economic equity, and how government  
services are delivered.

But the circumstances of 2020 have 
changed that, forcing the county to quickly re-
invent ways it delivers services and delve even 
more deeply into the pressing issues of afford-
able housing and homelessness.

The budget for 2020 came in at $741.7 mil-
lion. The 2021 budget of $763.1 million was 
to increase 2.9 percent over 2020. The re-
vised budget of $747.5 million represents a  
0.9 percent increase. 

The county planned to levy $342.4 mil-
lion in 2021, but has dropped that amount to 
$326.1 million.

The proposed levy will make up 43.6 per-
cent of the 2021 budget. Other funding sourc-
es include revenue from state and federal pro-
grams, fees and charges, and fund balances. 
Intergovernmental revenue makes up the sec-
ond-largest part of the budget, at 26 percent 
or $194.4 million. Charges for services make 
up 20 percent or roughly $150 million.

O’Connor emphasized that $2.8 million in 
fund balances is being used for one-time ex-
penditures, so that the county does not create 

a structurally unbalanced budget.
Health makes up the largest category of 

county spending at 48.2 percent of the budget 
or $360.2 million. Safety and justice comes in 
second at 18.7 percent or $139.5 million. Other 
sectors are economic growth and develop-
ment, strategic and general county opera-
tions, and information and records.

The county has not laid off or furloughed 
employees this year, but is continuing to put 
a hold on hiring. That is part of the $14.2 mil-
lion in adjustments to department operating 
budgets, such as delays in purchasing Public 
Works vehicles. Another $2 million in savings 
is coming from postponed investments in 
technology.

County officials also are looking at shifts 
in the capital improvement program, adding 
$5.2 million for affordable housing in 2021 
and $3.7 million in 2020. That will be accom-
plished by shifting some library renovation 
work to other funding sources. Studies of golf 

courses are also being dropped.
The county levies separately for regional 

rail authority operations, though that budget 
is part of Public Works now. The proposed 
levy for rail in 2021 is $27.6 million, or a 0.6 
percent decrease over 2020.

Commissioners agreed with the need to 
hold the 2021 property tax levy down, but 
also expressed worries about other fund-
ing sources, such as state and federal dollars. 
County Board chair Toni Carter said this will 
be a transformative period for the county and 
the way it does business.

County departments have started present-
ing their proposed budgets. The first public 
hearing on the 2021 budget will be held virtu-
ally at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, September 10. 

Commissioners plan to certify the maxi-
mum 2021 levy on September 15. The Joint 
Property Tax Advisory Committee composed 
of the city, county and Saint Paul Public 
Schools will meet on September 28 to set the 
joint levy. 

Property tax statements will be mailed out 
November 10-24, and the county truth-in-
taxation hearing will be held on November 
30. How the hearing will be held has not been 
determined yet. Commissioners will review 
any supplemental budget items on Decem-
ber 1, and vote on the final budget and levy on  
December 15.

County drops 4.5 percent levy increase from proposed 2021 budget
“It’s been a challenging 

year under all 
circumstances,” said 

county manager Ryan 
O’Connor.

police officer positions could go unfilled over 
time, and the Police Department fall training 
academy would be canceled.

The Saint Paul Public Library would elimi-
nate 16.7 FTE positions and reduce its collec-
tions budget for a savings of $1.4 million.

The city’s Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment would reduce recreation center hours, 
cut hours at aquatics centers, close the Great 
Waters facility at Oxford Community Center 
during the summer, contract out concessions, 
reduce ice rink maintenance and eliminate 
17.2 FTE positions, resulting in a total savings 
of $1.3 million. The department would main-
tain a focus on sports for children ages 8 and 
under, but the programming for older chil-
dren will suffer.

The Public Works Department would cut 
$1.9 million from its budget, including the 
loss of 5.7 FTE positions and a reduction in the 
street mill and overlay program.

The Department of Safety and Inspections 
would see $1.1 million in cuts, including eight 

FTE positions.
Another $2.3 million would be cut from in-

ternal services, including almost 20 FTE po-
sitions in the offices that oversee city budget 
and finance, technology and human rights.

A few city functions would see an increase 
in spending, including $878,000 in the city’s 
Office of Technology and $270,000 for the 
Saint Paul Public Library for mobile wi-fi hot 
spots and to shift five cultural liaisons from 
grant-supported status to the general fund.

Parks and Recreation would get an addi-
tional $328,000 for its share of the Commu-
nity First Public Safety program to cover the 
costs of five youth mental health support and 
intervention workers.

Preparing the 2021 budget “is one of the 
toughest tasks I’ve faced,” Carter said in his 
August 20 budget address. His senior man-
agement team has taken a voluntary 10 per-
cent reduction in its salaries for the rest of 
this year, and many open positions are going 
unfilled.

The mayor cited the hardships Saint Pau-
lites are facing during the pandemic. More 
than 130 city residents have died of COVID-19, 
he said, and more than 70,000 have filed for 
unemployment. While acknowledging his 
budget has “several pain points,” Carter said 
he intends to preserve essential city services.  

The City Council began its 2021 budget de-
liberations on August 26. “It’ll be challenging, 
it’ll be painful,” said City Council president 
Amy Brendmoen. “There will be cuts nobody 
wants to make.”

The public may join the council’s budget 
discussion online at 6 p.m. Thursday, Septem-
ber 3. To register to speak or to find out how 
to view the budget meeting, visit tinyurl.com/
yyvnsbc6.

The testimony that evening and in a series 

of public hearings to follow will inform the 
City Council as it adopts the city’s maximum 
levy for 2021 on September 16. After that date, 
the levy can be decreased but not increased.

The mayor’s proposed city levy for 2021 is 
$165,181,611, the same as in 2020. That figure 
represents 26 percent of the total city budget. 
Property tax revenue makes up 43.1 percent of 
the budget, the largest share. Local govern-
ment aid from the state pays for 21.4 percent 
of the budget. Charges for services, franchise 
fees, licenses and permits and other sources of 
financing make up the rest.

The city began 2021 budget planning with a 
projected $19.6 million deficit, according to in-
terim budget director Susan Earle. As much as 
$12.9 million of the deficit was from projected 
losses in city revenue. Property tax revenue is 
projected to decrease by $1.6 million as more 
people are unable to pay. Also anticipated is a 
$1.9 million reduction in franchise fees. Park-
ing meter revenue could drop by $1 million. 
Decreases are also expected in paramedic rev-
enue, business licenses, hotel and motel taxes 
and traffic fines.

The public may join the 
Saint Paul City Council’s 
budget discussion online 

at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
September 3. 

1b 2021 city budget

Reserve your grill pack by 10/1:

OddCoupleTeam.com/NNO
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Let’s strengthen our communities!

The Odd Couple Team is providing free grill packs 
(burgers and brats) for registered block parties in  

St. Paul neighborhoods. 

Reserve by 10/1 for safe pickup at our office  
(1460 Grand Ave) on 10/5 between 4-7pm.
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Free

Adjustment reflects  
impact that pandemic 
has had on economy
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Officials respond to growing number of homeless camps in Saint Paul

of the Wilder building, CIC is offering its out-
door space to people who just want to drop in 
as needed, according to Graczyk, CIC’s execu-
tive director. That service is especially geared 
to health care workers and others who are 
experiencing increased stress due to the pan-
demic.

CIC “helps young people transcend trauma, 
social struggles and isolation by sparking 
meaningful connections with dogs, volun-
teers and each other,” according to the orga-
nization’s website. “Dogs bring out the best in 
people,” Graczyk said. 

CIC program director Kate McMullen runs 
the day-to-day operations of the organization. 
A Highland Park resident, she first became in-
volved in the program after meeting Graczyk 
in a dog obedience class, and she continues to 
volunteer there with her own dog.

“I liked the type of work Canine Inspired 
Change was doing, working with at-risk 
kids,” McMullen said. “We focus on emotion-
al learning goals. Being kind to dogs carries 
over to being patient, kind and accepting of 

the people around us.”
CIC’s curriculum was developed by Beth 

Childs, a behavior analyst with a background 
in working with young adults with traumat-
ic brain injuries. It blends therapy with dog 

training. Being able to teach a dog tricks can 
boost a client’s self-esteem and lessen his or 
her frustration level, Childs said. The goal is to 
help clients learn how to calm themselves and 
develop patience, compassion, confidence 

and communication skills. CIC’s courses are 
custom-fit to the needs of each small class. 
Sessions typically last an hour and are held 
weekly for eight to 10 weeks.

Childs has been on the CIC board for close 
to 10 years. According to her, the agency’s ser-
vices are needed more than ever these days 
due to the isolation the COVID-19 lockdown 
brought about and the dearth of opportuni-
ties for personal connections. 

CIC encourages clients who have a dog to 
use what they learn in class with their own 
pets. All breeds are capable of becoming ther-
apy dogs, the CIC maintains. 

The CIC’s current staff of therapy dogs 
ranges from Chihuahuas to English mastiffs. 
All of them have mastered basic obedience 
skills, display friendliness toward people of all 
ages and work amiably in close proximity to 
other dogs.

Anyone interested in enrolling in a class or 
in volunteering as a CIC therapist may visit 
canineinspiredchange.org for more informa-
tion. Scholarships are available for those who 
need financial assistance.

By Jane McClure

Homeless encampments are popping 
up around Saint Paul in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and city 

and Ramsey County officials are taking a 
more nuanced approach regarding their re-
sponse to the camps and their residents, 
Saint Paul City Council members were told on  
August 19.

An encampment of about 70 people on  
Kellogg Boulevard near the Minnesota History 
Center is slated for clearing due to health and 
safety concerns. Officials have also stepped up 
efforts in Lowertown to address problems, in-
cluding drug dealing, fights and other crimes 
near Mears Park, the downtown tot lot and 
the Union Depot.

Other encampments are being allowed to 
remain in place for now, with officials scram-
bling to find better options before cold weath-
er sets in. One goal is to find another 100  
shelter beds by November 1.

County manager Ryan O’Connor and Dep-
uty Mayor Jaime Tincher emphasized that the 
intent is to continue to treat homeless people  
with dignity and respect. The numbers have 
climbed dramatically since the beginning of 
the year. In March, just as the pandemic regu-
lations set in, there were fewer than 100 tents 
and 50 occupied homeless sites in the city. As 

of mid-August, almost 350 tents and 100 sites 
were being monitored. The occupants include 
families.

“We’re doing the best we can in an uncer-
tain environment,” O’Connor said.

Local officials have been responding to 
homeless encampments since 2018, with 
several city and county departments, Saint 
Paul Public Schools and nonprofit organiza-
tions involved. Last year, a group that meets 
regularly to discuss the issue reported that 
114 homeless people were successfully transi-
tioned to other shelter options.

How that response is handled has changed 
with the pandemic and increased unemploy-
ment. It is expected to change even more 

when flu season hits 
and the difference be-
tween COVID-19 and 
the flu must be sorted 
out. That will mean 
even more shelters 
and quarantine space 
for the homeless will 
be needed.

Regulations have 
also changed. In 
March, part of Gover-
nor Tim Walz’s stay-
at-home order pro-
hibited authorities 

from subjecting encampments to sweeps or 
disbandment. That was meant to prevent the 
potential spread of COVID-19 as encampment 
residents dispersed. The city stopped clearing 
encampments in the spring.

In April, the state decided that local officials 
could close an encampment if it has “reached 
a size or status that is a documented threat to 
the health, safety or security of residents.”

That is the situation in the Kellogg Boule-
vard area. Homeless people living there will 
be relocated, but in a way that allows them to 
keep their belongings. No timeline has been 
set for that work.

Officials are worried about the safety of 
both the camp residents and the general pub-

lic. Threats include potential for a homeless 
person being hit by a vehicle, criminal activity, 
open drug use and unsanitary conditions, in-
cluding used needles, human waste and large 
amounts of garbage.

The proximity of the encampment to the 
Higher Ground and Dorothy Day Opportunity 
Center run by Catholic Charities also has re-
portedly affected the day-to-day operations 
of those facilities.

Throughout Lowertown, a growing popu-
lation of homeless people has prompted com-
plaints about crime. That has led to increased 
police presence and work by downtown am-
bassadors.

County officials have been trying to get 
more homeless people into safe places. Large 
shelters were reduced to 50 percent occu-
pancy to control the spread of the pandemic. 
Up to 400 unsheltered people also have been  
moved to hotels. Temporary quarantine sites 
were set up to isolate the sick, including at the 
former Boys’ Totem Town facility on the East 
Side. However, O’Connor warned that those 
facilities are meant to be short-term and that 
longer-term solutions are needed.

For its part, the city continues to map and 
track encampments, making regular visits 
and providing needs assessments and ser-
vices. Nine encampments now have portable 
hand washing stations and toilets.

A homeless camp along I-35E across from downtown Saint Paul in late 2017 
before it was removed.  Photo by Brad Stauffer 

1b canine inspired change

Among the therapy teams at Canine Inspired Change are (from left) Kate McMullen and Millie, Mark Stary 
and Copper, executive director Danielle Graczyk and Katie Cramer with Cramer’s pet Rascal, Erin Jorich 
and Wallace, and Beth Childs and Hank.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

Inc. MLS

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434edinarealty.com

Connie Coleman Connie Coleman Connie Coleman

SOLD
COMING SOON!

COMING SOON!

Mary Hardy

MuseuM quality woodwork!
94 Crocus Place, A gem of fine 
craftsmanship, glorious wdwrk & 
stained & leased glass. Newly trans-
formed LL w/state of the art wine 
cellar and luxurious entertaining 
areas. Splendid wrap around porch.
612 751-0729   $1,690,000 

588 Mount Curve
4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car 
garage. 1,625 square feet. 
Great curb appeal and front 
gardens! Home is ready for 
your updates!

651 470-0767  $370,000  
  

2224 GoodriCH ave
3BR/2BA/2Car. 1,826 SF. 
Kings Maple Wood Charmer!  
10' ceilings, BONUS room 
on second floor, UPDATED 
kitchen & powder room!  One 
block to the Mississippi River.
651 470-0767  $440,000  
  

428 CHerokee ave
Three bedroom, 1 bath, 1,366 
sq ft. Unbeatable Views!!  
Quaint home that lives big 
with 9' ceilings, large back-
yard, UPDATED kitchen and 
formal dining room.
651 470-0767  $250,000  
  

With over ONE MILLION 
unique visitors a month, 
list your home on the most-used 
real estate site in Minnesota,
edinarealty.com

Marcy wengler

Immaculate home blending 1890s character with modern amenities. 7 spacious bedrooms and 6 
classic baths. Chef’s kitchen with high-end finishes, spacious living and dining for entertaining, third 
floor family room, and room for expansion in lower level!

NEW LIST!

eleGanCe in 
suMMit Hill!

651 238-7434

$1,300,000

nicole lettner nicole lettner

1241 alaMeda street
3BR/1BA/2Car. Main floor 
family room with gas fireplace!  
A quick walk to Lake Como.  
Large upper level and unfinished 
basement for additional equity. 
Gleaming hardwood floors.
651 331-1735        $275,000

700 Grand avenue
2BR/2BA/2Car.  Lovely corner 
unit condo on historic Grand Av-
enue. A+ location close to shops 
and Restaurants. Elevator access, 
huge patio, master suite, bonus 
den and in-unit storage. 
651 331-1735        $600,000

Mary Hardy

Glorious 3 Br Condo!
834 Linwood Ave #3, lives 
like elegant home. Enjoy sun-
room, fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, garage, Garden, 2 stor-
age rooms. Beautiful  building, 
prime area.
612 751-0729  $399,900 

COMING SOON!
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recently moved out of the city and a second 
chose not to seek another term. Of the seven 
members, four live in Ward 4. Council mem-
bers and city staff agreed that they would like 
to see members from across the city.

Roby also would like to see more funding to 
make people aware that the commission ex-
ists and how it can be a resource for them.

After the PCIARC reviews evidence about 
alleged police misconduct, it makes recom-
mendations to the police chief about poten-
tial discipline. The PCIARC has seen a steady 
increase in cases in recent years. Roby said the 

PCIARC reviewed 44 cases involving 72 offi-
cers and 88 allegations in 2019.

The majority of allegations against police 
officers in recent years have been for improper 
procedures. Other complaints have included 
use of excessive force, discrimination, im-
proper conduct, inappropriate use of firearms 
and poor public relations.

Last year, 24 percent of complaints against 
officers were upheld. Of those, 38 percent of 
the officers were terminated and 29 percent 
received an oral reprimand. The others re-
ceived written reprimands, suspensions and 
supervisory counseling or retraining.

The commission had hoped to release its 

full 2019 annual report during a public event 
this past spring, Roby said, but that was post-
poned due to the COVID-19 pandemic. No 
new date for the release of that data has been 
announced.

The pandemic has also meant postponing 
other activities, including an annual summit, 
a youth roundtable and a separate summit 
for people whose first language is not Eng-
lish. Those activities are to be funded through 
a grant by the Saint Paul & Minnesota  
Foundation. 

The purpose of those events is to make the 
public more aware of the work of the PCIARC 
and how to file complaints if the need arises. 

The PCIARC has been through many itera-
tions over the years, including the removal 
of police from serving on the commission in 
2016. That decision followed an audit by the 
University of Minnesota Center for Restor-
ative Justice and Peacemaking. Management 
of the commission also was shifted from the 
Police Department to the HREEO.

In 2018 the City Council approved a 
$250,000 financial settlement with outgo-
ing HREEO director Jessica Kingston. In in-
terviews, Kingston said she had repeatedly 
raised concerns that the Police Department 
was blocking investigations of misconduct. 
Police officials denied those allegations.

By Casey Ek

The Saint Paul Public Schools is mov-
ing forward with its plan to replace 
the Saint Paul police officers who 

served as school resource officers in its seven 
high schools with School Climate and Safety 
Groups. Laura Olson, director of the school 
district’s Office of Security and Emergency 
Management, presented the new plan to the 
School Board on August 18.

The plan remains largely unchanged from 
December when it was first presented, though 
Olson’s office has adjusted it to account for the 
discontinuation of the school district’s con-
tract with the Police Department for the seven 
school resource officers (SROs). The plan taps 
into the School Climate Improvement Teams 
that have been operating for several years in 

district schools.
School support liaisons will serve as the 

backbone of the new School Climate and 
Safety Groups along with mental health and 
social work professionals. Hired by the district 
to form personal relationships with students, 
school support liaisons are trained in first aid, 
CPR, social-emotional learning, recognizing 
trauma, physical restraints as well as nonvio-
lent intervention.

In addition to the SROs, district administra-
tors aim to phase out the use of contract se-
curity guards in the schools by the end of the 
2021-22 school year. This fall, the district will 
hire 12 school support liaisons while reducing 
the number of contract security guards from 
37 to 32. Olson hopes to have the new school 
support liaisons in full operation by the spring 
semester.

 The School Climate and Safety Groups will 
be overseen by the district’s new School Cli-
mate and Safety Committee. If the committee 
detects any gaps in the School Climate and 
Safety Groups’ services—in, for example, the 
areas of restorative justice or positive behav-

ioral interventions and supports—the com-
mittee will likely bolster the groups with ad-
ditional members, Olson said. 

According to Olson, Saint Paul police will 
still be called to district buildings should the 
need arise. Additionally, students who fall vic-
tim to cell phone theft or other crimes can still 
file reports through the Police Department’s 
Teleserv online reporting system. 

School Board member John Brodrick, a 
former high school teacher in the Saint Paul 
Public Schools and the sole dissenter in the 
decision to not renew the district’s SRO con-
tract with the Saint Paul police, said he was 
disappointed in the school climate and safety 
plan’s lack of specifics in regard to the role of 
teachers who are confronted with dangerous 
or life-threatening situations. Brodrick said he 
would like to see a policy that expresses sup-
port for educators who may need to intervene 
in such situations and may become the target 
of criticism for their actions.

“Personally, I think we have  a whole corps 
of principals who are disappointed in our de-
cision,” Brodrick said. “My understanding is 

that we have a high percentage of teachers 
who also don’t agree, and those people need 
direct and specific and reassuring instruction 
and a commitment of support because they 
may one day find themselves in a bad place.” 

Prior to the School Board’s decision in June 
to cut ties with the Police Department, all 
seven of the district’s high school principals 
opposed the removal of SROs. While some 
principals expressed disappointment with 
the decision, Olson said, the principals are 
now “on board for coming up with solutions.” 

Several principals have volunteered to serve 
on the School Climate and Safety Commit-
tee, she added. In addition to overseeing the 
School Climate and Safety Groups, the com-
mittee will work to bolster mental health sup-
port in the schools, including the addition of 
2.4 full-time-equivalent nurse positions and 
7.8 full-time-equivalent social worker posi-
tions. Olson’s Office of Security and Emergen-
cy Management also aims to hire an addition-
al mental health professional by the 2021-22 
school year. 

District fine-tunes plan for school security without police officers

1b police civilian review

Security guards would 
also be replaced with 
school support liaisons

Ramsey County

Start collecting food scraps today

In Ramsey Coun-
ty we’ve seen an 
18% increase over 

the last year in the 
recycling of plastic, 
glass, metal and pa-
per products, but we 
can do more. Twenty 
percent of what ends 
up in the trash is food 
scraps and other or-
ganic waste like cof-
fee filters and paper 
towels. This makes 
trash heavier—and 
smellier—than it could 
to be. With a free food scraps collec-
tion starter kit, Ramsey County resi-
dents can collect food scraps and other 
organic materials in their homes and 
drop them off at collection sites to be  
processed into compost for use in  
gardening and landscaping.

Here’s how you can get started in three 
easy steps:

Step One: Pick up a free starter kit 
and compostable bags at any Ramsey 
County yard waste collection site. Your 
starter kit will include a kitchen caddy, 
compostable bags and information 
about what to collect and where you can 
drop them off. 

Step Two: Line your kitchen caddy with 
a compostable bag and fill it with ac-
cepted items like apple cores, banana 
peels, fruit rinds, vegetable scraps, 

eggs and eggshells, coffee grounds and 
filters, meat and bones, breads, pastas 
and grains and more. Leftovers go bad 
in the fridge? These can go in the caddy, 
too! View a full list of accepted items at 
RamseyRecycles.com/FoodScraps.

Step Three: Bring your bagged food 
scraps to one of the 15 collection sites 
listed at RamseyRecycles.com/Food-
Scraps. Can’t make it to drop off food 
scraps every week? No problem! Tie up 
your compostable bags and store them 
in the freezer until you’re ready to drop 
them off. 

To learn more, visit RamseyRecycles.
com/FoodScraps.

Ramsey County 
651-633-3279
RamseyRecycles.com

SPONSORED CONTENT

FREE STARTER KIT OFFER

FREE STARTER KIT OFFER
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Does al l  of  this t ime at home have you needinn  more space? 
 nterest rates are at historic lows and we can help you make 

a smart and safe move.  Let us use our years of  experience 
and knowledne to net you settled into a new home 

that works better for you.

Each Office  ndependently Owned and Operated

marti@reidellestey.combob@reidellestey.com
M A R T T  E S T E YBO B  R E T D E L L

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy 
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

594 Warwick Street -  $529,900

1226 Laurel Avenue -  $499,900 

1669 Saunders Avenue -  $449,900

1156 Palace Avenue -  $295,000 

1683 Summit Avenue -  $799,900 

1623 Summit Avenue -  $729,900 

JUST
SOLD!

PRICE

REDUCED!

JUST
SOLD!

Nobody Cares for Eyes
 More Than Pearle

Our #1 priority is the safety of our patients 
and team. Our team will be in full protective 
gear with new protocols in place. Upon  
entering, sanitizer and masks will be  
provided and temperatures will be taken.

We are looking forward to seeing you!

VISIT PearleVISIonHIgHland.com
TO SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM®

LOCALLY Owned, COmmunitY 
invOLved, CLeArLY different

Highland Shopping center
2024 Ford Parkway • 651-698-2020

We appreciate your loyalty  
to our Small Business!

exceptional family eye care

By Jane McClure

Traffic improvements and other new 
infrastructure in neighborhoods sur-
rounding the Ford site could be paid 

with up to $9 million in tax increment financ-
ing (TIF) generated by the Highland Bridge 
development if an expansion of the Ford TIF 
project area is approved by the Saint Paul City 
Council and Housing and Redevelopment Au-
thority (HRA) board. 

The Saint Paul Planning Commission’s 
Comprehensive and Neighborhood Commit-
tee has recommended approval of that ex-
pansion. The full Planning Commission will 
review the proposal on September 4.

The city of Saint Paul has had a TIF district 
in place at the Ford site for several years in an-
ticipation of the redevelopment of Ford Motor 
Company’s former assembly plant in High-
land Park. TIF can be used to subsidize new 
streets and utilities and other redevelopment 
costs by diverting a portion of the future in-
crease in the property taxes generated by the 
development. The proposed expansion would 
not enlarge the area in which TIF is collected, 
but it would expand the area where TIF can be 
spent, allowing the developer and the city to 
address off-site concerns related to the rede-
velopment project.

“The purpose of this project area expan-
sion is to be able to pay for the needed trans-
portation system improvements (around the 
Ford site),” said City Council member Chris 
Tolbert, whose Ward 3 includes the 122-acre 
site of the newly christened Highland Bridge. 
“These are things people in the community 
have pushed for.”

Ford site traffic studies “called out a lot 
of things we can do to ease any future traf-
fic problems (on streets leading to and from 
Highland Bridge),” Tolbert said. “Using TIF 
allows the project itself to help pay for the 
improvements instead of going to the city’s 
capital improvement budget or general fund.” 
Tolbert said he is cautious when it comes to 
relying on TIF, noting that it can be misused. 
However, in the case of Ford, the traffic im-
provements make sense, he said.

Currently, the Ford TIF may only be spent 
on the 122-acre site, polluted property Ford 
still owns along the Mississippi River, the 
south side of Ford Parkway all of the way to 
Cleveland Avenue, and Cleveland Avenue as 
far south as Montreal Avenue. 

The proposal would expand the area for 
spending TIF from Ford Parkway north to 
Randolph Avenue between Mississippi River 
Boulevard and Fairview Avenue, east to Fair-
view between Randolph and Montreal Av-
enue, south along the west side of Cleveland 
to Magoffin Avenue and Return Court, and 
west from the end of Magoffin to the Missis-
sippi River. 

The projects that the Ford TIF could pay 
for in that expansion area are outlined in the 
alternative urban area review (AUAR) for the 
Ford site, an environmental impact study 
completed in 2019. They include filling in 
sidewalk gaps and updating traffic signals at 
key intersections.

In its redevelopment agreement with the 
city, Ford site master developer Ryan Compa-
nies is responsible for improving three inter-
sections as recommended in the AUAR: Ford 
Parkway and Cleveland Avenue, Ford Park-
way and Cretin Avenue, and Montreal and 
Cleveland avenues. About $4 million in TIF 
has been earmarked to improve traffic signals 
and make other changes at those intersec-
tions. The AUAR identified another $5 million 
in transportation improvements in the pro-
posed TIF expansion area.

Though traffic patterns could change over 
time, the AUAR recommends several streets 
and intersections for signal timing changes, 
parking restrictions, extended turn lanes and 
other traffic mitigation strategies. Those rec-
ommendations address traffic concerns as far 
away as Hiawatha Avenue in Minneapolis and 
Saint Paul Avenue and West 7th Street in Saint 
Paul, though the proposed expansion of the 
Ford TIF project area would not extend that 
far. In the expansion area, TIF could also help 
cover the costs of stormwater management 
and bike and pedestrian trails between High-
land Bridge and Hidden Falls Regional Park.

Ford TIF may help pay for traffic 
upgrades in surrounding area

$89*

Dr. B.L. BombergDr. Tami Pham

  Exam, X-rays 
  & Basic 
  Cleaning for

SUMMER SPECIAL!

We’ve Moved!
New Place...New Name...Same Faces

* New clients only, deep cleaning additional charge. $298 value. Transferable. 
Please share with your family, friends and co-workers. Expires Aug. 30, 2020.

651-699-5600    hamlinefamilydental.com
1347 Larpenteur Avenue West, Saint Paul, MN 55113

$79*

Cooling their heels. Andrea Scharmer and Emily Thompson beat the heat and humidity on 
August 27 by dipping their feet in Minnehaha Creek just upstream from the falls.  Photo by Brad Stauffer
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VIEWPOINT

NeighborCare
in-home support by Episcopal Homes

www.episcopalhomes.org/neighborcare

651-444-4000

If you or someone you know is looking for an alternative 
to assisted living, consider calling NeighborCare, a new 
kind of in-home support. Support is offered 24-hours 
a day through the push of a button and there is no 
minimum time requirement.

An alternative to 
assisted living

Aug 27 - Sept 7  |  New Brighton Store Only.

By Appointment Only

$59
FRAME SALE!

Placing football above planet
The University of Saint Thomas teaches that global 

warming is real and is man-made. It accepts the science 
behind global warming. UST Professor John Abraham, a 
leading climate scientist, has worked with the United Nations 
on global warming issues. Why on earth would those in 
charge at the university join the Pioneer League for football 
and go against everything that the school teaches? 

UST’s opponents in the Pioneer League reside in San 
Diego, Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, New York, 
Ohio, Indiana and Iowa. The environmental footprint from 
joining such a league is off the charts. UST has an Office of 
Sustainability. How is this much traveling sustainable? Round 
trip to San Diego is 4,000 miles.

UST needs to walk the talk, to set a better example, to put 
the planet above football.

Frank Erickson
Standish, Minneapolis

Police presence and crime
Letter writer Barry Randall makes the claim that “in the 

aftermath of the protests and riots in late May and early 
June, Minneapolis police have reduced their patrol presence 
in the city. Not surprisingly, crime has risen” (Villager Inbox, 
July 22). This is demonstrably false. The police presence has 
not been reduced in Minneapolis. The exact same amount 
of officers are on patrol, and the police budget has not been 
reduced for 2020 but actually increased by $8 million, 
indicating that increased police funding has a negative 
correlation with crime rates. 

Carter McCoy
Summit Hill

Editor’s note: According to Minneapolis Police Chief Medaria 
Arradondo, Police Department patrols for responding to 911 calls 
continue to be fully staffed.

Ford plan was good compromise
Charles Hathaway, Kate Hunt and Jean Hoppe have 

written their own Utopian ideal for the Ford site, denigrating 
the existing plan in ways too numerous to count (Villager 
Viewpoint, August 19).  They claim that “homeownership, a 
family-friendly setting and a thriving middle class were not 
part of the city’s vision” and fournd it  “particularly jarring 
that the plan for the Ford site should be predicated on the 
assumption of a dystopian future without a middle class.” 

Underlying these remarks is the arrogant belief that their 
vision of the world is the only acceptable version, that only 
their vision is family-friendly  and can foster a thriving middle 

class.  This simply is not true. These beliefs are no more than 
the authors’ value judgments, judgments that would reserve 
this vast space for people like themselves who are able to 
afford the luxury of a single-family home in one of the city’s 
most expensive neighborhoods.

They obviously remain unsatisfied with the process that 
resulted in the current plan and the plan itself.  The plan for 
the Ford site was never intended to be for the sole benefit of 
the Highland area but for the benefit of the city as a whole.  
The latter concern is completely absent from the authors’ 
vision for the land. They may see the plan as dystopian. I see 
it as a compromise that, like every compromise, has its faults 
but reflects the needs and desires of the majority of the wider 
community. 

James M. Hamilton
Macalester-Groveland

An agenda we all can agree on
Is it possible that the biggest political question mark in our 

country right now is not the November election? Could it be 
instead the question of what will come afterwards? And could 
it be that our biggest national challenge at present is finding 
ways to avert what could well amount to social and political 
upheaval? Is there anything that we the people, regardless of 
political persuasion, can do to reduce this potential clash?

If ever there was a time for respectful conversation, for 
active listening, for trust in the underlying compassion of the 
large majority of Americans, this would seem to be the time. If 
ever there was a time to exercise gentleness as an antidote to 
bitterness, empathy and kind-heartedness as an antidote to 

strife, this would seem to be it.
In doing so, it might be possible to come up with a public 

agenda that all Americans could agree on, an agenda that 
might include health and well-being for everyone in our 
country, free education to help people get the jobs they want, 
an insistence on clean water everywhere and steps to help 
save the planet for our grandchildren. Is there a way that we 
could begin to listen to one another with respect, perhaps 
work together on such an agenda and, just maybe avoid a 
deeply painful crisis?

And where might we have that conversation? It could be 
in our faith communities. It could be at our dinner tables. It 
could be in our union hall or child care collective or mom’s 
group. It could be when we gather—with masks and physical 
distancing, of course—for coffee or to watch a ball game.

For inspiration, visit braverangels.org/what-we-do/with-
malice-toward-none.

Marcia Avner
Highland Park

Editor’s note: The letter was signed by six others from Minnesota 
and Vermont, supporters of both Donald Trump and Joe Biden.

By Stephen Seidel

I am a lifelong resident of Saint Paul and an apartment 
renter in Highland Park, and I am thoroughly disgusted 
by the statements made by Charles Hathaway, Kate 

Hunt and Jean Hoppe in their guest editorial in the August 
19 Villager regarding the progress at Highland Bridge (old 
Ford site). The apartments in our building, and I dare say 
the many other apartment buildings that are abundant in 
our community, are filled with hard-working, engaged and 
contributing neighbors of all ages, races, national origins 
and religious beliefs who add immensely to the vitality of 
our community. Contrary to the assertions made in their 
commentary, we renters are living a perfectly healthy and 
fulfilling existence.

In their desperation to derail the progress being made 
at Highland Bridge, Mr. Hathaway, Ms. Hunt and Ms. 
Hoppe imply that those of us who live in small “real estate 

footprints” are a sign of a “dystopian future” even leading 
to the spread of epidemics. This is stupid, of course, which 
even the writers seem to realize, since they admit that 
the higher-density rental housing actually means that 
“everything would be efficient…heating, cooling and 
electricity would be minimized…and more efficient public 
transportation” would be utilized. Oh, the horror.

I am excited that work at Highland Bridge is underway. 
The plans look terrific, and I applaud the mix of housing 
types that will be included. I can’t wait to stroll the paths, 
support the new businesses and meet friends at the brew 
pubs that will soon be built in our newest family-friendly 
community. And as the thousands of homes at Highland 
Bridge are built and new residents arrive, I look forward to 
welcoming them all, renters and homeowners alike, to our 
neighborhood.

I hope that in due course Mr. Hathaway, Ms. Hunt and 
Ms. Hoppe will do the same.

Ford plan promises a fulfilling life for allINBOX

The Villager welcomes letters to the editor and longer 
guest editorials. To be considered for publication, 
however, all commentary must be signed, indicate the 
neighborhood in which the writer lives and provide a 
phone number for verification purposes. You may send 
your commentary to the Villager at 757 S. Snelling Ave., 
email it to letters@myvillager.com or submit it on our 
website at myvillager.com/editorial.
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“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust” CALL FOR IN HOME ESTIMATE

www.snellingcompany.com
National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2019

    $49 OFF  
A 21 Point Peak

                                           Performance Checkup 

         FREE     
Second

                         Opinion! 

ALL WINTER LONG WITH A NEW TRANE FURNACE!
We use CDC recommended health and safety measures to protect both our customers and our employees.

STAY COMFORTABLE
Offer good through 9/15/2020 at Snelling Company.  Please present coupon  

at time of service.  Not valid with any other coupons, special, or offers. 

Offer good at Snelling Company.  
Please present coupon at time of service.  Not valid with any other offers. 

Terms and conditions apply. Subject  to 
credit approval. Contact dealer for details.

651-646-7381

 
Make Sure Your Furnace is Operating at Peak Performance!

on any Furnace Repair including 
cracked heat exchangers!

Replace your old Furnace with a New 
Trane today and make NO PAYMENTS 
& pay NO INTEREST FOR 1 YEAR!

By Janet Lunder Hanafin

Where do you want to be living a 
year from now?” That is one of 
the first questions Karen Vento 

asks when she is interviewing a prospective 
client for NeighborCare. “Inevitably, the an-
swer is, ‘I want to be right here in my home,” 
Vento said. 

Vento is the director of NeighborCare, a 
new home care agency for seniors operated by 
Episcopal Homes and headquartered in Mer-
riam Park. NeighborCare is a more affordable 
and accessible approach to assisted living for 
aging adults, according to Vento. Its services 
range from assistance with minor medical 
and hygienic concerns to light housekeeping, 
laundry and pet feeding.

“We’ll do everything we can and pull in any 
resources we have to help you achieve the goal 
(of living in your home),” Vento said. 

Traditional home health care agencies 
charge by the hour with a minimum of sev-
eral hours per visit. For a person who does not 
need that much help, it can be costly and inef-
ficient. And it is the little things that can hin-
der one’s ability to live in their home, accord-
ing to Mary Routhieaux, Episcopal Homes’ 
chief advancement officer.

Routine tasks such as changing bed linens, 
carrying out recycling or washing the kitchen 
floor can stand in the way of a person or couple 
remaining safely in their home. Some people 
need medications set up. NeighborCare “does 
lots of troubleshooting and problem solving,” 
Vento said. “We look at the barriers for people 
staying home in a healthy way.”

One of its caregivers may visit a client in 
the early morning to help with a shower, then 
move on to another home to vacuum a room 
or carry a heavy box to the garage. A third cli-
ent that morning may need groceries picked 
up and put away, and at the end of the day a 
member of the caregiving team may revisit 
the first client to help him or her get ready for 
bed.

NeighborCare’s service area is roughly any-
where within three miles of the Episcopal 
Homes campus at Fairview and University 
avenues. Clients are no more than 10 minutes 
away, so caregivers can work with several cli-
ents in a short period. 

Clients schedule regular appointments and 
are given a push-button pendant to summon 
help if unforeseen difficulties arise. Support is 
offered 24 hours a day. The charge for the ser-
vice is a base rate of $200 per month plus $1 
per minute for the time the caregiver spends 
with the client. For those whose income is be-
low the poverty line, a sliding fee scale is avail-
able.

NeighborCare was initially funded with a 
Live Well at Home grant of nearly half a mil-
lion dollars from the state Department of 
Human Services. Most of its caregivers are 
certified nursing assistants (CNAs) or have 
completed all of the training to become a CNA 
but have yet to take the test. They have been 
trained in body mechanics, terminology and 
infection control and know their way around 
a kitchen, Vento said. 

“Part of our innovation is to redefine the 
role of the CNA,” Vento said. “Caregivers are 
hired full time with benefits. They may see 10 
to 15 people a shift, so they are fully engaged 
throughout the shift. When seeing a client, 
they’re there to achieve a goal. We’re hiring 
people who are smart, who use their eyes, 
are good communicators and are led by their 
heart.” 

When a client pushes his or her pendant 
button, NeighborCare is the first to respond. 
If there is an emergency, the agency will call 
911. Sometimes clients call with medical ques-
tions that can be answered by NeighborCare’s 
nurse on duty. However, if someone has mere-

ly spilled a carton of milk, lost the TV remote 
behind the couch or is unable to open a new 
bottle of prescription medicine, a Neighbor-
Care team member will arrive in a short time 
to help. 

Part of NeighborCare’s mission is to observe 
the client’s situation and be an expert on what 
could be helpful. The agency can connect with 
the local block nurse program or dozens of 
other neighborhood resources. A person who 
can no longer manage stairs may benefit from 
a mechanized chair lift, and NeighborCare can 
scout one out. A client who no longer drives 
can be linked with a driving service for ap-
pointments and other outings.

“When our aides come into a home for half 
an hour in the morning, they’re 
looking at the client with the 
same eyes that a daughter or 
son might have,” Vento said.

Connie Waterous of Summit 
Hill was the third client to sign 
up for NeighborCare when the 
service began last January. She 
had applied to move into Epis-
copal Homes and was asked if 
she would be interested in the 
program. NeighborCare has 
enabled her to remain in her 
house, and she is more than 
pleased with the service. A 
caregiver comes twice a week to 
change her bed linens, clean the 
kitty litter and do other tasks.

Ann Behlmer of Macalester-Groveland 
called on NeighborCare to supplement her 
husband’s at-home hospice care before his 
death. As he became weaker, she was unable 
to move him from his bed to a wheelchair. She 
was interviewed by Vento, and NeighborCare 
was out the next day and three times every 
day thereafter to help with her husband’s 
transfers and other tasks.

“We were the reason that couple could stay 
together in their home,” Vento said.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Neigh-
borCare’s teams of caregivers follow the same 
protocols and testing as employees on the 
Episcopal Homes campus, observing every 
precaution recommended by the Minnesota 
Department of Health and the Centers for 
Disease Control. “All of our clients and staff 
are screened every day,” Vento said. “While 
we’re with a client, we are masked and keep 
as much physical distance as possible.”

Vento has worked in elder care through-
out her career. “I believe that age diversity in 
a neighborhood is valuable,” she said, and 
NeighborCare is designed to keep aging citi-
zens active in their communities.

“Lots of senior housing communities are 
being built right now,” Routhieaux said. “But 
the data show overwhelmingly that people 
want to stay in their houses. Traditional home 
care makes people become more dependent. 
With NeighborCare you only buy what you 
need. That encourages independence.”

NeighborCare registered nursing assistant Gail Jackson helps homeowner Connie Waterous with tasks 
around the house that she can longer do herself.  Photos by Brad Stauffer

Connie Waterous greets NeighborCare registered nursing assistant 
Gail Jackson as she drives up to her home in Summit Hill.

A neighbor in need
Episcopal Homes’ new NeighborCare 
brings the assisted living to your home 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

651.228.9102     
authconst.com740 Grand Ave mn license #Bc005210

ContACt Us for yoUr 
Home offiCe remodel

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

we know the 
way home

Quality home health care since 1991.

275 E. 4th Street, Suite 781, St. Paul, MN  55101
Hours:  Mon - Thur: 9am - 4pm Fri:  9am - 12pm • By appt only

Your Home,
Your Independence.

“Home care is more
affordable than you

might think.”

763-546-1000
inhomepersonalcare.com

Erin Govrik
Owner/Exec Dir

Weekdays 9 – 8, Saturday 9 – 6 and Sunday 12 – 5

1526 St. Clair Ave
(651) 690-1692
mastels.com

10% OFF
Your Entire Order!
Sale items excluded, expires 9/30/20

Vitamins • Minerals • Supplements • Herbs
Grocery • Personal Care • Homeopathy • TCM

Locally owned and independent for 50 years!

By Frank Jossi

Andy Sonnen has spent all of his 15 
years as a remodeler working out of 
his home. For years he labored from a 

basement office before moving to a different 
house and operating his business on the first 
floor. 

With four children ages 1-5, the Macales-
ter-Groveland resident figured it was time 
to build an office of his own. So he knocked 
down a one-car, 1926 garage and built a new 
one with 400 square feet of space on the sec-
ond floor.

That finished half-story at 1268 Berkeley 
Ave. now serves as the headquarters of his 
Bluejack Builders, and will be included on 
this fall’s Parade of Homes Remodelers Show-
case. The event will feature 43 homes open for 

in-person viewing from noon-6 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday, October 2-4. 

“By building an office above the garage you 
kill two birds with one stone,” Sonnen said. 
That includes creating a workspace without 
having to remodel a home or build an addi-
tion that would take land away from a yard. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
transform the way Americans live, he sees ga-
rage office as a potential solution for at-home 
employees confined to smaller residences 
where children and spouses may be learning 
and working at the same time.

Although Sonnen has not shown off the 
office to clients yet, he is considering how it 
might be a showroom of sorts for what a ga-
rage office can become. In an area the size of 
a master bedroom, the office has become a 
handy place that his kids and wife, Leslie, can 

use during the pandemic.
Sonnen designed the garage office to match 

his house. He used gray shake exterior siding 
that “looks like naturally weathered wood” on 
the 24-by-24-foot building. He also installed 
1920s-style windows on each wall in the office 
that match his home’s architecture and opti-
mize the natural light.

The detached garage has storage areas un-
derneath the staircase, along with additional 
space in front of where the cars are parked. A 
separate door on the alley leads upstairs to the 
office, which features an angled ceiling. 

On two sides of the room, Sonnen designed 
custom cabinets in a honey maple finish with 
webbed wicker door and drawer panels high-
lighted by champagne gold-colored hard-
ware. Quartz countertops cover a long row 
of cabinets that carry a little surprise Sonnen 

likes to show off to visitors.
“Here’s our 60-inch screen,” he said. With 

the push of a button, a massive flat-screen 
television rises from a lower cabinet. 

The rest of the office features other designer 
touches, including a Room & Board desk on 
one end, accented by a round chess table just 
behind it. A circular conference table sits in 
the middle of the room. 

On one side, a seating area consists of a 
leather couch, two leather Eames-style chairs 
and ottomans, and a round table. It is a place 
that Sonnen could use to show clients and 
contractors blueprints of remodeling designs 
or, after a busy day, just take a nap. Along an-
other wall lies space where an employee could 
have a desk in the future.

By Frank Jossi 

With autumn just around the corner, Minne-
sota homeowners are beginning to close their 
windows throughout the day. As the weather 

cools and they start their furnaces, the quality of indoor 
air becomes a concern with the potential spread of virus-
es, bacteria, pollen and dust. 

Simple fall maintenance practices can promote cleaner 
indoor air. Heating, ventilation and air-conditioning pro-
fessionals recommend that homeowners have their fur-
naces cleaned and inspected every three to five years and 
regularly replace the furnace’s air filter according to the 
manufacturer’s specifications. 

Air purification systems are also available to prevent 
the spread of air-borne illnesses in the home. Whole-

system air purifiers, sometimes called clean air systems, 
will catch the smaller particles that standard furnace air 
filters miss. These systems may employ HEPA, carbon 
or charged media filters to trap particles. Other devices 
shine ultraviolet (UV) light on the air passing through to 
remove vapors and volatile organic compounds before 
that air is circulated back into the home. 

Some devices combine several of these technologies to 
filter out viruses, bacteria, germs and odors. Still other ap-
proaches for improving air quality involve whole-home 
humidifiers and ionization systems.

UV lights have become increasingly popular as a way to 
destroy germs in indoor air. Todd Ferrara, vice president 
of Standard Heating & Air Conditioning, said his compa-

A new garage serves a second role as the home office for Bluejack Builders owners Andy and Leslie Sonnen. The project is one 
of 43 that will be open for public viewing during the fall Remodelers Showcase. Photos by Brad Stauffer

Pure Air, a whole-system air purifier from Lennox, employs a carbon filter, cata-
lyst and UVA light to remove particles, odors and volatile organic compounds 
from the air circulating in your home. 

Air purification systems will clean 
your home’s air while you heat it

home office  c11

air purifiers  c11

Worth looking up
Must-see home office above 
garage part of fall showcase
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The 13th annual Homes by Architects Tour sponsored by 
the American Institute of Architects-Minnesota is going vir-
tual this year. It will run from September 26 through October 
10, with a ticket unlocking access to 3D views of 17 new and 
newly remodeled homes designed by AIA members. Ticket-
holders will also gain access to photo galleries, stories about 
each project, videos of the architects discussing their projects, 
and a chance  to speak “live” with architects from each proj-
ect during evening virtual chats. Tour tickets are $15, or $10 for 
students. For information, visit homesbyarchitects.org.

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore has reopened 
at 2700 Minnehaha Ave. in Minneapolis after being closed  

because of concerns over COVID-19 and the protests over 
George Floyd’s killing. The discount home improvement out-
let sells new and like-new furniture, appliances and building 
materials, with proceeds used to build homes and help local 
families buy their first homes. The store’s staff is assisted by 
hundreds of volunteers every year. Visit restore.tchabitat.org.

The seven yard waste collection sites in Ramsey County 
are now open from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays; from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays; and from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sundays. Users are asked to practice safe social distancing 
while using the sites. For more information, visit tinyurl.com/
y6lbdujc.

The office may seem to 
have everything, but it does 
lack something fundamen-
tal—a bathroom. Sonnen 
said the cost of building one 
would have increased the 
price and consumed space. 
Besides, his house is just a 
short stroll away.

Sonnen plans to use the of-
fice to show how an accesso-
ry dwelling unit (ADU) might 
look after some modifications 
for living rather than work-
ing. The city has loosened 
regulations for ADUs, he said, 
and he would like to get an 
opportunity to design them. 

“I think the office shows 
a good representation of the 
volume of space an ADU 
could have,” Sonnen said.

While waiting for that first 
call for an ADU, he has stayed 
busy designing and building 
kitchens, bathrooms and ad-
ditions. More than 70 percent 
of Sonnen’s business comes 
from homeowners in the High-
land Park and Macalester-
Groveland neighborhoods. 

For now, he plans to run the business out of 
the office and occasionally allow his kids to use 
it as a playroom. “It’s becoming a great space for 
my family and me,” he said.

Several precautions have been added this fall 
so the public can safely visit the homes on the 
tour in person. All homes will have a maximum 
occupancy of 10 people, and wearing masks 
and maintaining social distancing are required. 
Visitors are asked to not touch surfaces or open 

cabinet doors. All high-touch areas will be fre-
quently sanitized.

Admission to the Remodelers Showcase is 
free with the exception of two Dream Homes 
where a $5 fee will help support the Housing 
First Minnesota Foundation. 

For more information on the showcase, in-
cluding an online guidebook and the updated 
safety policies, visit paradeofhomes.org. Free 
copies of the guidebook are available at local 
Holiday Stationstores.

ny has installed Honeywell UV lighting sys-
tems in between 200 and 300 homes. “We 
installed more (UV lighting systems) since 
March than we did all last year,” he said. 

Phil Krinkie, president of Snelling Com-
pany, said his customers have not ex-
pressed that much interest in air filtration 
products. However, he believes that will 
change in the coming months “as people 
are sequestered at home.” Snelling sells 
Lennox Pure Air, a whole-system air puri-
fier that attaches to the furnace.

According to Lennox, Pure Air removes 
99.9 percent of such particles as pollen, 
dust and pet dander. It removes 90 per-
cent of germs and bacteria that can cause 
flu, colds and MRSA (methicillin-resistant 
staphylococcus aureus). Pure Air will also 
remove half of all odors in a 24-hour pe-
riod. “It’s a three-in-one system,” Krinkie 
said. 

Lennox Pure Air has been available for 
the past few years. Krinkie installed one 
in a University of Minnesota pulmonary 
specialist’s home, “and he raved about it,” 
he said. Other clients with allergies came 
away satisfied that the Lennox provided 
cleaner indoor air, he said.

Lennox Pure Air costs between $1,500 
and $2,000, depending on the difficulty of 
the installation. Sometimes the furnace’s 
return air system has to be redone for the 
Lennox to fit. Pure Air works best when the 
windows are closed up and the furnace’s 
blower fan is left on, Krinkie said.

These systems may hinder but they will 
not completely stop the spread of COV-
ID-19. “There is no air purification system 
that will ensure you’re not going to get CO-
VID,” Krinkie said. “As an industry, we do 
install clean rooms in hospitals, but those 

technologies are far too complicated and 
expensive to put in an average home.”

UV purifiers kill viruses, funguses, spores 
and allergens, Ferrara said. They have been 
a mainstay of hospitals and clean rooms 
for years, he said, and U.S. Bank recently 
announced that it will use a UV purifier to 
treat the turf before NFL games this fall.

Standard Heating installs Honeywell 
UV purifiers at a cost of between $600 and 
$1,200, Ferrara said. The purifiers are in-
stalled in the air supply or air return sec-
tions of the heating system. Larger homes 
may need two to ensure clean air reaches 
all rooms, he said. 

Ferrara is a fan of UV purifiers, though 
“not everyone needs to go out and buy one,” 
he said. They work well for people with re-
spiratory issues or as an add-on when cus-
tomers replace their furnaces, but they also 
have to be replaced every year or two and 
that requires some mechanical skill.

According to Cyd Perszyk, who works in 
sales and marketing for Bonfe Plumbing, 
Heating & Air Service, viruses spread when 
air is too dry or too humid. Whole-home 
humidifiers attached to a forced-air fur-
nace keep indoor air at between 40 and 60 
percent humidity, she said. “It’s an effective 
way to maintain the level of humidity so it 
stays where it needs to be,” she said. 

Bonfe installs residential UV purifiers 
and ionizers that kill viruses or render 
them inert and ineffective, Perszyk said. 
But for customers who want cleaner in-
door air, Perszyk recommends a combina-
tion whole-home humidifier, UV light and 
ionizer. Together, they cost between $1,000 
and $2,000 installed, she said. 

“You spend a lot of time in your home 
most days of the year, so why not invest in 
this technology and improve the quality of 
your indoor air?” she said.

10b home office

The custom cabinets have a honey maple finish with webbed wicker 
door and drawer panels in Bluejack Builders’ home office.

Home & Garden Clippings

One of the Saint Paul residences on this year’s virtual Homes by 
Architects Tour running September 26-October 10.

Safety is important to Realtors® and the clients they serve.
September is REALTOR® Safety Month

as designated by the National Association of REALTORS® since 2003.

Self Defense & 
Situational Awareness

Online
Safety

Weather &
Traffic Safety

Working with
Clients

Showings &
Open Houses

COVID &
Health Safety

Learn more at spaar.com

10b air purification systems
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Just a short move down the road! 
 

Phone Numbers 
651-227-7806 (Main Number) 

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line) 
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 Welcome to our Tradition of Caring

Pediatric and
Young Adult Medicine

Saturday Morning
Appointments Available

    1804 7th Street West, Suite 200
                  St. Paul 55116
             www.pyam.com

651-227-7806 (Main Number)

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line)

Complete Primary Pediatric Care.                              
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   2  SPRINGS
   Replaced
   2 CABLES
   Replaced
  Summer
  Tune-Up
  Special

$229
$199
  $99

Don’t get stuck with
a $1200 service call!

SAVE ON SERVICE

Must present this ad.

  Premium Deluxe
1/2 HP Opener

$330  INSTALLED!
      Wi-Fi enabled While Supplies Last

Non-Insulated

Insulated with
Vinyl Backer
Full 2” Thick, Insulated  
2-Sided Steel

Windows & Removal/Recycling 
old door extra. Exp. 9/24/2020

$795               
$930
$1040

New Steel 16x7 Door
INStalleD. Raised Panel or Carrage.

WHY GREAT GARAGE DOOR?
• FREE Estimates                     • A+ Rated by BBB
• Super Service Award            • Certified by IDA
• Wide Variety of Styles          • Doors installed in 1 week or less

SALE
FREE

ESTIMATES

SAME DAY
SERVICE

IT’S
hERE
SuMMER
SALE!

14 DAY
ExcEllEnt  compassionatE carE

Wellness Care • Surgery
Acupuncture • Dentistry 

Internal Medicine
Laser Therapy

1140 Grand Ave, St. Paul 55105 
651-224-3038
www.grandavevet.com

Dr. ann Brownlee
Dr. Heather taylor

Dr. Jen seidl   Dr. luke Daley
Dr. amanda solie

The following crime incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—A 64-year-old newspaper de-

livery person was assaulted and robbed of his 
wallet, cellphone and vehicle at 6:33 a.m. Fri-
day, August 7, on the 2100 block of Pinehurst 
Avenue. An 18-year-old pizza delivery person 
also was robbed and assaulted on the same 
block at 5:20 p.m. Tuesday, July 28.

—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 
the 800 block of Saint Paul Avenue at 1:12 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 19.

Burglary—A burglary was reported at Sib-
ley Manor Apartments, 1300 East Maynard 
Drive, at 12:39 p.m. Thursday, August 6.

—A residential burglary was reported on 
the 1700 block of Yorkshire Avenue at 11:51 
a.m. Saturday, August 15.

—A commercial break-in was reported on 
the 2000 block of West Seventh Street at 7:30 
a.m. Sunday, August 16.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 1700 
block of Graham Avenue on August 6 and 11, 
the 2200 block of Youngman Avenue on Au-
gust 8, the 1700 block of Rome Avenue on 
August 10, the 600 block of South Snelling Av-
enue on August 11, the 2300 block of Stewart 
Avenue on August 12, the 1500 block of Edg-
cumbe Road on August 14, and the 400 block 
of South Snelling on August 15.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on the 
1300 block of Kenneth Street, the 1600 block 
of Beechwood Avenue and the 600 block of 
South Hamline Avenue, all on August 9. 

—Several items also were taken from ve-
hicles on the 1400 block of Hartford Avenue 
on August 10, the 2500 block of Crosby Farm 
Road and the 1800 block of South Mississippi 
River Boulevard on August 11, the 1600 block 
of Bayard Avenue on August 14, and the 2500 
block of West Seventh Street on August 19. 

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A residential burglary was re-

ported on the 1100 block of Central Avenue at 
11:09 p.m. Friday, August 14. 

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 200 block of North Syndicate Street on 
August 9, and the 1300 block of University  
Avenue on August 13 and 17.

—A vehicle was stolen on the 1200 block of 
Dayton Avenue on August 17.

Macalester-Groveland
Theft—Vehicles were stolen on the 2000 

block of Fairmount Avenue on August 7, the 
1800 block of Fairmount and the 1400 block 
of Grand Avenue on August 10, and the 1800 
block of Grand on August 16.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on the 
1900 block of Palace Avenue on August 7, the 
1800 block of James Avenue on August 11, the 
1800 block of Randolph Avenue on August 12, 
the 1300 block of Lincoln Avenue on August 
15, and from two vehicles on the 1300 block of 
Jefferson Avenue and one vehicle on the 200 
block of Brimhall Street on August 18.

Mendota Heights
Burglary—Tools were stolen from a vehicle 

in an underground garage on the 700 block of 
South Plaza Way on August 7-8.

Theft—A compound bow was reported 
stolen from a vehicle on the 1800 block of 
Walsh Lane at 8:30 p.m. Thursday, August 6. 

—Vehicles were stolen on the 1300 block of 
Highway 13 on August 8, and the 1400 block 
of Wachtler Avenue on August 9.

—Thefts from vehicles were reported on 
Marie Avenue and Sutton Lane on August 10, 
and on the 1800 block of Lexington Avenue on 
August 10-12.

—A laptop computer was reported stolen 
from a doorstep on the 700 block of Decorah 
Lane at 1:08 p.m. Tuesday, August 11.

—A gun was reported stolen from a vehicle 
on the 1000 block of Bwana Court at 10 p.m. 
Monday, August 17.

Miscellaneous—Two male customers 
threatened to kill the manager of a business 
who asked one of the suspects to wear a mask 
at 4:17 p.m. Friday, August 7, on the 900 block 
of Highway 13. The suspects left before police 
arrived.

—Police arrested a male for damage to 
property after he was seen trying to break into 
vehicles on the 900 block of Highway 13 at 
3:15 p.m. Sunday, August 9. 

—A driver was arrested for DWI and mak-
ing terroristic threats after reportedly threat-
ening to kill the arresting officer and his fam-
ily after being stopped for speeding at 1:23 
a.m. Wednesday, August 19, on Highway 62 
and Dodd Road.

Merriam Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was 

reported on Cleveland and Saint Anthony  

avenues at 2:08 a.m. Wednesday, August 19.
Burglary—Residential break-ins were re-

ported on the 2100 block of Temple Court on 
August 10, and on the 2000 block of Marshall 
Avenue on August 12.

—A commercial break-in was reported on 
the 600 block of Fontenac Place at 11:23 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 19.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 1500 block of Hague Avenue on August 
8, and the 2000 block of Carroll Avenue on  
August 19. 

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were stolen vehicles on the 400 block of  North 
Roy Street on August 9, on Eustis Street and 
Otis Avenue on August 9-10, and the 2200 
block of Dayton Avenue on August 13.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
knife was reported on Prior and Saint Anthony 
avenues at 7:49 a.m. Wednesday, August 12.

—An aggravated assault with a gun was re-
ported on Marshall and Prior avenues at 12:16 
a.m. Tuesday, August 18.

Arson—An arson fire was reported in a 
multifamily building on the 1500 block of 
Saint Anthony Avenue at 4:35 a.m. Sunday, 
August 9.

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—A commercial break-in was 

reported on the 200 block of North Hamline  
Avenue at 1:17 p.m. Friday, August 7.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were stolen from a vehicle on the 1500 
block of Marshall Avenue on August 14.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
knife was reported on the 1400 block of Uni-
versity Avenue at 3:05 p.m. Wednesday,  
August 12.

Summit Hill
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on Milton Street and Summit Avenue 
at 3:22 p.m. Friday, August 14.

Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-
ported on the 700 block of Grand Avenue at 
4:03 a.m. Tuesday, August 11.

—Residential break-ins were reported on 
the 100 block of Oakgrove Place on August 12, 
and the 1100 block of Lincoln Avenue and 700 
block of Linwood Avenue on August 14.

Theft—Vehicles were stolen on Kenwood 
Parkway and on the 500 block of Grand Av-
enue on August 9, and on the 300 block of 
South Lexington Parkway on August 10. 

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from a vehicle on the 100 

block of Summit Avenue on August 11. 

Summit-University
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 600 block of Summit Avenue at 
8:53 p.m. Thursday, August 13.

 Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were stolen from vehicles on  Marshall 
Avenue and Saint Albans Street on August 
7, and the 500 block of Marshall Avenue on  
August 13.

—Vehicles were stolen on the 500 block of 
Ashland Avenue and 200 block of North Avon 
Street on August 16, the 700 block of Concor-
dia Avenue and 300 block of Laurel Avenue on 
August 18, and the 700 block of Carroll Avenue 
and 300 block of Dayton Avenue on August 19. 

West End
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 800 block of Palace Avenue at 
1:19 a.m. Friday, August 7.

—A robbery at knifepoint was reported on 
the 600 block of West Seventh Street at 1:27 
p.m. Saturday, August 15.

Burglary—Two residential break-ins were 
reported on the 200 block of Spring Street on 
Saturday, August 8.

—Burglaries also were reported on the 
200 block of Forbes Avenue on August 6, the 
900 block of Randolph Avenue on August 12, 
on Western and Harrison avenues on August 
14, and the 800 block of Stewart Avenue on  
August 18.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 800 block of Randolph Avenue and the 
600 block of Canton Street on August 6, on 
the 700 block of Otto Avenue on August 6, on 
the 900-1200 blocks of West Seventh Street on 
August 7-8, on the 800 block of Randolph Av-
enue on August 10, on the 300 block of Michi-
gan Street on August 11, on the 200 block of 
Grand Avenue on August 14, on the 700 block 
of Otto Avenue on August 16 (three vehicles), 
and on West Seventh and Victoria streets on 
August 19.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on the 
600 block of Palace Avenue on August 7, on 
James Avenue and Webster Street on August 
10, the 800 block of West Seventh Street and 
the 900 block of Armstrong Avenue on August 
13, and the 100 block of Kellogg Boulevard on  
August 18.

Sex crime—An attempted rape was report-
ed on the 100 block of South Western Avenue 
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, August 15.

Crime Report
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ON THE TOWN

By Anne Murphy

Selby Avenue JazzFest will 
have a different vibe this year, 
according to founder and still 

director Mychael Wright. Rather 
than the one-day event that has 
become a September standard since 
2002, the fest will be streamed 
online at 7 p.m. every Saturday in 
September. 

Featured artists for Selby Avenue 
JazzFest-Virtual Edition will be the 
singing and guitar duo of Charmin 
Michelle and Joel Shapira on 
September 5; trumpeter Solomon 
Parham on September 12; JazzFest 
veteran Patricia Lacy accompanied 
by pianist Jacob Dodd and 
drummer Perry “Tree” Graham on 
September 19; and classic Latin jazz 
pianist Ignacio “Nachito” Herrera 
on September 26. 

This will be Herrera’s first public 
performance since his recovery 
from COVID-19. With the pandemic 
playing out as it has, those involved 
in planning the JazzFest concluded 
that it should continue this year 
only if was presented virtually. 
Wright didn’t want to disappoint 
the fest’s loyal following nor 
interrupt the fest’s legacy of local, 
national and international acts, but 
it was crucial to keep people safe, 
he said. 

To keep his spirits up, Wright 
reminded himself of what famed 
pianist and composer Duke 
Ellington would say: “Gray skies are 
just clouds passing over.” Ellington 
is one of the jazz artists who has 
a beverage named after him at 
Golden Thyme Coffee Cafe, 934 
Selby Ave. Wright and his wife have 
owned Golden Thyme for over two 
decades. It was out of a love of jazz 
and an appreciation for the music’s 
long history of bringing people 
together that he introduced the 
Selby JazzFest to the neighborhood 
18 years ago.

“JazzFest has always been about 
the strong community spirit that 
is readily found on Selby,” Wright 
said. “It’s been an excellent way 
to galvanize the community. It’s 
helped change the rough edges and 
push it along in a positive way. In 
the beginning, we drew 70 to 80 
percent of the audience from the 
area. Now audiences are 60 to 70 
percent regional and include people 

from other areas of the country. 
Attendance has gone from the 
hundreds to at least 15,000. 

“In the beginning, we didn’t 
know if we could do it,” Wright 
said. “But we’ve been in the black 
every year and have solid support. 
It’s become a tightly knit group.”

Among that tight-knit group 
is Saint Paul’s Patricia Lacy. The 
singer has been a part of the 
JazzFest since headlining the event 
in 2005. “I’m just elated Mychael 
decided to go ahead with JazzFest 
this year,” she said. “It’s extremely 
important that he kept the event 
going. Hopefully a year from now 
we can go back to where we were 

before, but this is our current 
reality. 

“When Mychael asked me 
to perform virtually, I said, 
‘absolutely.’ We’re fortunate the 
technology is here,” Lacy said. “The 
music has to continue because if 
we don’t have music, what do we 
have? With virtual performances, 
everybody everywhere can listen 
and be uplifted.”

For this JazzFest, Lacy will be 
performing several standards 
and the haunting composition 
“Strange Fruit” made famous by 
Billie Holiday. The song alludes to 
the hanging of a Black man. Lacy 
recorded it several years ago and 

said she felt compelled to include 
it in her program in the wake of 
George Floyd’s death.

It’s important to remember the 
importance of jazz in the fabric 
of American life, said Lacy, who 
started out as a gospel singer and 
still intertwines the two genres. 
“What would America be without 
jazz?” she asked. “What kind of 
soundtrack would we have if we 
didn’t have jazz to interlace within 
the quilt of all music? So many 
songs in the jazz genre can take you 
to places that other music cannot. I 
think of ‘Fly Me to the Moon’ when 
I need to play among the stars.”

Highland Park guitarist Joel 

Shapira will be playing in his first 
JazzFest with vocalist Charmin 
Michelle. Heard frequently at the 
Dakota Jazz Club and other Twin 
Cities venues, the duo had been 
performing together weekly for 10 
years at Midtown Global Market on 
Lake Street in Minneapolis before it 
closed after the recent riots. So the 
invitation to join the JazzFest lineup 
was very welcome, Shapira said. 

Listeners on September 5 will 
hear selections off Michelle and 
Shapira’s recently released CD, 
“Butterfly Wings,” a collection 
of eight songs by Ellington, 
Thelonious Monk, Billy Strayhorn, 
Cole Porter, Jerome Kern and 
others. 

“I think it’s crucial to keep Selby 
alive, to keep the momentum alive,” 
Shapira said. “Jazz and music can 
be comforting in these difficult 
times. People cling to music, and it 
holds a more sacred meaning when 
people seek comfort, peace and 
normalcy in it.”

Although recording music 
for streaming is not the same as 
performing it live, Shapira said he 
is happy to be part of the virtual 
event. “For a lot of people who 
might not be able to make it to 
a concert location, this creates a 
whole new potential,” he said. 
“It’s multi-faceted really. You 
can reach casual listeners as 
well as the people who already 
appreciate the music and the great 
instrumentalists and vocalists 
who have devoted their lives to the 
music.”

For more information on the 
Selby Avenue JazzFest and to access 
the performances online, visit 
selbyavejazzfest.com.

Taking it from the street
Selby JazzFest doesn’t miss a beat with virtual shows in September

Performing in the 19th annual Selby Avenue JazzFest online at 7 p.m. on Saturdays in September will be (clockwise from top 
left) Patricia Lacy, Solomon Parham, the duo of Charmin Michelle and Joel Shapira, and Ignacio “Nachito” Herrera.

“JazzFest has 
always been 

about the strong 
community spirit 

that is readily 
found on Selby. 

It’s been an 
excellent way 
to galvanize 

the community.”

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 Drycleaning
          Some exclusions, expires 9/15/20. 
       Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri
9am-5pm

Luxury 55+ Rentals
www.thehendrickson.com

651.600.8359
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ON THE TOWN Briefly
Theater
Diesel Heart, a work-in-progress by Brian 
Grandison based on the memoir of former 
Saint Paul police officer Melvin Carter Jr., will 
be presented online from September 4-10 
in a staged reading by the History Theatre. 
The father of Saint Paul Mayor Melvin Carter 
III, Carter grew up in Saint Paul’s Rondo 
neighborhood in the 1950s and ’60s. The 
Zoom program will include the reading, a 
short interview with the creative team and a 
live discussion with the audience. Tickets are 
$15-$50 per show. Visit historytheatre.com. 

“Stream of Consciousness,” improvisa
tional comedy by “Whose Line Is It Anyway” 
veterans Colin Mochrie and Brad Sherwood, 
will be streamed live from the Ordway at 
7 p.m. Friday, September 11. Mochrie and 
Sherwood rely on their lightning-quick 
wits to keep the laughter rolling in a show 
directed by audience suggestion. Two-
hundred tickets are available for the studio 
audience. Accessing the event online costs 
$36 per device. Visit ordway.org.

Dance
Love is the main ingredient in every brew 
at The Cafe, choreography by Regina Peluso 
and Collide Theatrical Dance Company 
that will be presented at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, September 25 and 26, in the 
parking lot on the east side of the Annex 
building, 550 N. Vandalia St. Follow the 
adventures of more than a dozen characters 
as they navigate the pitfalls and pinnacles 
of modern-day relationships. Told entirely 
through dance and music, the 60-minute 
show stars Renee Guittar, Rush Benson, 

Regina Peluso, Patrick Jeffrey, Jarod Boltjes, 
Chelsea Rose and Betsy Nelson. Watch the 
drama in person or register for a link to the 
live stream online. Tickets are $25, $15 for 
those age 18 and under. Visit gremlintheatre.
org or call 1-888-718-4253.

Music
Pianist Kathryn Lien will perform on Sep
tember 6 as part of Lex-Ham Community 
Arts’ free Sunday Soirée series beginning at 
5 p.m. every Sunday outside of the home at 
1184 Portland Ave. Featured in the following 
weeks will be members of the Lex-Ham 
Community Band on September 13 and a 
staged reading of Over the River and Through 
the Woods by Joe DiPietro on September 20. 
Audience members are asked to bring their 
own chairs and physically distance.

Exhibits
“Votes for Women,” a Minnesota Historical 
Society exhibit commemorating the adoption 
of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitu
tion that on August 26, 1920, granted women 
the right to vote, is now on view at mnhs.org. 
Developed in partnership with the League of 
Women Voters, the exhibit tells the inspiring 
stories of more than 40 Minnesota women 
who took their civic duty to heart. 

The West End Neighbors’ Garden and 
History Tour returns from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday, September 12, but this year with 
masks, social distancing and other health 
protocols in place. Eight residential gardens 
will be open for viewing in a three-block area 
near the High Bridge. Four points of historic 
interest will also be part of the tour, including 

the north end of the High Bridge, Waldmann 
Brewery & Wurstery, Hope Breakfast Bar 
and Little Sisters of the Poor.  Tour maps 
are available at the West Seventh/Fort Road 
Federation’s new offices in the Keg & Case 
complex, 928 W. Seventh St. This year’s tour 
also includes the free distribution of a 100-
page history of the the West End, city of Saint 
Paul and state of Minnesota from 1840-1940. 
For more, visit fortroadfederation.org, call 
651-699-6995 or email joe@josfland.com.

Family
The Bell Museum Planetarium, 2088 
W. Larpenteur Ave. in Falcon Heights, has 
reopened with two programs: “Minnesota 
Night Sky” and “Out of This World,” putting 
the spotlight on Mars as NASA’s Perseverance 
rover heads for a February 2021 landing on 
the red planet. The planetarium is operating 
at 25 percent capacity for safe physical dis
tancing with extra time between shows 
for cleaning. Tickets are only available in 
advance at bellmuseum.umn.edu. A face 
mask is required for all visitors over age 2.

Virtual Family Day, free concerts and art 
experiences in the mold of the Flint Hills 
Family Festival, are being presented online 
by the Ordway through September 7. The 
program includes Sons of Mystro, two 
brothers who use their violins to interpret 
reggae classics, American pop and their own 
creations; jazz artists Dan and Claudia Zanes; 
the Native American dances, regalia and 
music of Native Pride Arts; and the Mexican 
folk dance group Los Alegres Bailadores. Visit 
FlintHillsFestival.Ordway.org.

The Twin City Model Railroad Museum 
has reopened at 25 percent capacity between 

10 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturdays. Visitors 
are required to follow a route through the 
museum, keep a distance of 6 feet from 
anyone outside their household and wear 
face masks (age 3 and older). Tickets must be 
purchased in advance at tcmrm.eventbrite.
com. The cost is $11.94, free for children age 4 
and under, $25 for a family of three and $30 
for a family of four. Visit tcmrm.org. 

Books
Peter Geye and his novel, Northernmost, will 
be featured in a free online discussion at 4 
p.m. Tuesday, September 8, through Next 
Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling Ave. To 
register, visit nextchapterbooksellers.com or 
call 651-225-8989.

Writing in the Open, a workshop for 
aspiring writers in any genre, will be con
ducted by Vic Klimoski from 9-11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, September 12, at Silverwood Park, 
2500 County Road E in Saint Anthony. A poet 
from Highland Park, Klimoski is former dean 
of the School of Divinity at the University 
of Saint Thomas. The cost is $30. For more 
information or to register, call 651-777-7251 or 
visit benedictinecenter.org.

Et cetera
Ramsey County Master Gardeners is 
offering advice on gardening problems, 
information about best garden practices and 
help identifying plants and insects from 11 
a.m.-noon on Saturdays in September via 
Zoom. To join the conversation, visit umn.
zoom.us/s/97696903081 or call 651-372-8299 
and enter meeting ID 976 9690 3081. For 
information, visit the Ramsey County Master 
Gardener website at bit.ly/2UNB6GY.

We Recommend Books.

Follow us on social media for suggestions 
nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

Curbside pickup and home delivery now available.
nextchapterbooksellers.com

38 S Snelling Ave | St. Paul    651/225-8989
©adfinity

©adfinity

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
Simple Traditions

by BRADSHAW

Contact us today for more information.

671 South Snelling Avenue  |  Saint Paul, MN 55116 
488 Humboldt Avenue  |  Saint Paul, MN 55107  

651-767-9333
SimpleTraditions.com

Elegance
Where

Meets
Affordability.

Discover a uniquely refreshing funeral 
option for the Highland area families. Simple 
Traditions by Bradshaw offers simple yet classy 
options at an extremely affordable price. With 
a range of burial, cremation and ecofriendly 
green cremation choices, we specialize in 
meaningful tributes, first-class service and 
elegant simplicity. Stop by today and see 
what makes us distinctively different.
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SPORTS
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Highland is ready 
to go running

 

This is always a challenging time of year for Highland 
Park High School cross-country coach Brad Moening. 
His boys’ and girls’ rosters are always among the 

biggest in the state. When the Scots first assembled for the 
new season recently, Moening was startled to discover he had 
85 runners on board. Since the new pandemic standard limits 
activities to 25 in a group, Moening had to recruit a volunteer 
coach to help get everybody in shape for the upcoming 
season. 

“It’s hard,” he said. “We’re doing about 90 percent of 
what we usually do. I was on pins and needles to separate 
everybody into pods.” 

Eventually, Moening decided to group runners based on 
their ability, while also pairing them with buddies. It’s one 
of several unusual obstacles ahead for Highland this fall. 
Normally, Moening would look to test his runners at meets 
so they would be at the top of their game for the postseason 
come late October and November. This year, state guidelines 
limit schools to taking on conference, section and local teams 
only. So, instead of traveling to Wayzata for a meet, Highland 
will be staying close to home.  

How close? Well, the Scots will simply have to cross 
Snelling Avenue to compete on a makeshift cross-country 
course that will encircle its athletic fields and the Highland 
9-Hole Golf Course. “We have a couple of different routes 
planned,” Moening said. “One is a mile and a half. Another is 
a mile.” 

After laying the new course out, Moening got an expert 
review from one of his top runners—his 11th-grade daughter 
Mollie. “She said I got a 7 out of 10,” Moening said. “She told 
me to make sure to get the mats off the track so the runners 
stay on a consistent surface.”

On September 11, the Saint Paul City Conference preview 
meet is scheduled to be held at Highland. To make that work, 
only three teams will go out at a time. After everybody is done 
running, the times will be compiled to get the final results.

All of this almost overshadows the actual Highland teams. 
“The girls’ team is talented and deep,” Moening said. “They 
are so close in ability they push each other hard. That’s a good 
thing.” 

Information O�  ce 
Carondelet Center

1890 Randolph Ave, Ste 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105

LexingtonLanding.org

Hello from Lexington Landing, a new 
senior living community operated by the 
management arm of Presbyterian Homes & 
Services. Since 1955, during joyful times and 
hard times, PHS has been caring for older 
adults. We do our best to care for your loved 
ones like our own family—mothers, fathers, 
grandmas & grandpas. Despite the challenges 
facing our world, we rise up to fulfi ll our 
mission—to honor God by enriching the lives 
and touching the hearts of older adults.

Select fl oor plans still available for 
assisted living, memory care and 
senior apartments! 

HIGHLAND PARK
WINTER 2020 

SENIOR APARTMENTS   |   ASSISTED LIVING   |   MEMORY CARE

Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned By: J. A. Wedum Foundation   
Managed By: PHS Management, LLC

Call Dianna to set up a 
personal or virtual visit! 

651-432-4940
Experience Matters
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By Bill Wagner

After the Minnesota State High 
School League ruled last month 
to move football and volleyball 

to a truncated season beginning next 
March, it appeared that prep gridders 
were out of luck if they wanted to enjoy 
any actual competition this fall.

However, a couple of new 7-man 
touch football leagues are expected to 
start playing games this month outside 
the purview of the MSHSL. The leagues 
would give high school footballers a 
chance to work on their plays and pass 
routes, while maintaining safety precau-
tions in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

One option is the My7on7 Passing 
League that is owned and run by Ty 
Thomas, the father of a former Minne-
haha Academy player. The two-hand 
touch league is actually in its sixth year, 
but a special division is available this fall 
for high school teams only. 

The league was started by Thomas to 
heighten awareness of less violent alter-
natives to traditional football for young 
players. Football is not a game that pro-
motes social distancing, but Thomas 
believes his league’s heavy emphasis on 
passing and minimal physical contact 
will allow players to compete safely.

The My7on7 serves about 5,000 
youngsters in Minnesota, and also has 
a presence in North Dakota and Florida. 
“We operate year-round,” Thomas said. 
“It was easy for us to turn the switch (to 
COVID).”

Through mid-August, Thomas said 
the My7on7 league had already signed 
up 40 high school teams. There are di-
visions for freshmen and varsity, with a 
maximum of 14 players per team. Games 
will be played on Saturdays beginning 
September 12 in the former Minnesota 
Vikings training facility at Winter Park 
in Eden Prairie. Teams play five dou-
ble-headers, with games running 24  

minutes. A championship playoff is also 
planned.

Minnehaha Academy is one of the 
teams signed up for the league. Red-
hawk athletic director Josh Thurow said 
he knows how much his school’s ath-
letes missed playing football this fall. 
He said it will be a good alternative for 
them, even if it does mean no tackling.

“It gives our kids a chance to scratch 
that itch,” Thurow said. “I’m all for it.”

Minnehaha players will be joined by 
teammates from Saint Paul Academy 
and Blake, which play cooperatively as 
the SMB Wolfpack during the regular 
high school season. 

Some of the other teams in the 
My7on7 league are Anoka, Simley, Roch-
ester Mayo, Waconia, Bloomington Ken-
nedy, Forest Lake, Mahtomedi, Apple 
Valley/Eastview, Lakeville South, Blaine, 
Hopkins and Saint Cloud.

Thomas said that safety protocols will 
be diligently applied during play. Tem-
perature checks will be done on all per-
sonnel who enter the field. Parents will 
need to certify that no family members 
have the coronavirus and will have to 
sign a waiver for their child to play. Par-
ents will not be permitted in the facility 

Passing muster
Prep footballers turn to 7-man touch this fall

Hope Academy junior Delone Lohnes is downed by Saint Paul Academy sophomore Brody 
Rindelaub during a My7on7 touch football practice. Photo by Brad Stauffer

  

7-man touch football  c16
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The Highland boys are young, with a slew of 
sophomores. When they arrived for their first 
practice, Moening was taken a little aback. “I 
hadn’t seen any of them since March,” he said. “At 
that age, they change quite a bit.”

All of the runners have one thing in common: 
They’re enjoying being on the run as one of the 
few sets of high school teams able to compete in 
their sport this fall.

Division I sports are at a crossroads 
Long before Doonesbury came along to offer 

political commentary on the comics pages in 
newspapers there was Pogo Possum. Pogo and his 
animal friends rotated between comic adventures 
and offering thoughts related to the news of the 
day. Pogo was famous for his wry observations, 
one of which was: “We have met the enemy and 
he is us.”  

If Pogo was around today, he might have 
resurrected his old phrase to describe the current 
state of Division I college athletics. It was one 
thing for Division II and III schools to postpone or 
eliminate their fall sports programs. By doing so, 
they knew they’d lose a few students and a little 
income. 

However, it’s a whole different matter to do 
so for Division I schools like the University of 
Minnesota and the rest of the Big 10, where sports 
bring in big money and a lot of prestige. Granted, 
there are thousands of students who attend these 
schools strictly for the academics. But there are 
many who are there just to play sports and have 
a fallback plan if they’re unable to turn pro down 
the line.  

Millions of dollars are spent watching 
these athletes do their thing. When the Big 10 
announced that the fall sports season will, at 
best, be moved to the spring, the bean counters 
at those schools knew there would be no way 

to balance the books. At the U of M, only three 
sports finish in the black—football made a $28 
million profit in 2019, men’s basketball $9.6 
million and men’s hockey $289,000.  

Those profits offset losses for the 22 other 
sports that the Gophers offer. No football games 
this fall blows a big hole in the checkbook. One 
doesn’t envy Minnesota athletic director Mark 
Coyle as he works to figure out how to pay for 
sports like women’s basketball which, despite 
decent attendance, still finished $3.4 million in 
the red. Even worse, Coyle must figure out how 
to keep afloat such sports as rowing, tennis and 
cross-country, which have no way to get crowd 
revenue.   

Coyle doesn’t have to look very far to see 
a potential solution. The University of Iowa 
recently announced it was dropping men’s 
gymnastics, men’s and women’s swimming and 
diving, and men’s tennis. In a press release, it 
noted the four shelved sports will save the school 
$910,000. That sounds nice, but it’s a drop in the 
bucket compared to the $60 million to $75 million 
deficit it’s still facing.

To further complicate matters, Iowa football 
parents and others at Big 10 schools are 
yammering loud and long that come hell or high 
water football is a necessity of life that needs 
to be played NOW. They marched to the Big 10 
commissioner’s office to complain and released a 
public letter of complaints that read, in part, that 
Big 10 players, parents and fans deserve better. 

Around here, coaches like Minnesota’s P.J. Fleck 
have said that players’ safety comes first and 
playing football will simply have to wait. But one 
wonders how long Fleck and Coyle will be able to 
hold the line. As nearly all of us have discovered 
this summer, tightening the checkbook has been 
necessary. But we don’t have rich donors and 
angry parents breathing down our necks looking 
for a fix to satisfy their fervor. 

Dave Wright is at dwright53@msn.com.
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

New staff member—The Highland District Council has 
welcomed Jenna Strank as its part-time communications and 
outreach coordinator. Her role is to keep people updated about 
events and issues affecting the neighborhood. To connect with 
her, email jenna@highlanddistrictcouncil.org.

Highland Business of the Month—To help Highland busi-
nesses during this challenging time, the HDC has decided to 
profile a different business each month. The current honoree 
is La Cocina de Ana, 2559 W. Seventh St., which celebrated its 
one-year anniversary in August. It is a take-and-bake-style es-
tablishment offering regional Mexican dishes and is open from 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays. Learn more and 
read an interview with the owner on the HDC website.

Slow your roll—The public is invited to join the HDC’s 
Transportation Committee for a slow-paced bike ride through 
the Highland Park neighborhood at 10 a.m. Saturday, Septem-
ber 12, from the Highland Park Community Center, 1978 Ford 
Pkwy. Participants will be able to learn about transportation 
projects throughout the neighborhood during the 10-mile 
round trip. All ages and abilities are welcome to participate.

Day for giving—Join the HDC in celebrating Highland Do-
nation Day, a socially distanced event, on Friday, September 
18, at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 
The public may bring nonperishable food items from 11 a.m.-
4 p.m. to the curbside drop-off in the parking lot and donate 
blood with the Memorial Blood Center by appointment. Peo-
ple should wear a mask and follow COVID-19 safety protocols. 
Learn more and get the link to make a blood drive appoint-
ment on the HDC’s website or Facebook page.

Special election—The HDC will hold a special election on 
Thursday, October 1, to fill a partial term for an at-large seat 
on its board of directors. The position will be up for re-election 
next  April. Those interested in running should contact execu-
tive director Kathy Carruth at kathy@highlanddistrictcouncil.
org or 651-695-4005. More details are available on the website. 

Upcoming meeting— board of directors, 7 p.m. Thursday, 
September 3; and Community Development Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, September 15. All HDC meetings are currently 
being conducted online via Zoom. Links to access the meetings 
are posted on the HDC website. For information about future 
meetings, visit highlanddistrictcouncil.org/events. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

New board members—The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council held its board elections on August 13-21 and 
received more than 800 ballots. The first online meeting with 
the new board members will take place at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
September 10, via Zoom. For the link to the meeting, email 
alexa@macgrove.org. The meeting will also be recorded and 
made available on the community council’s website. Two of 
the three proposed changes to the board’s bylaws were also 
passed during the voting and can be viewed on the website. 

Show your pride—Locally designed Macalester-Groveland 
T-shirts can be ordered online using PayPal and will be deliv-
ered to your home. The shirts come in kiwi, heather indigo and 
dark heather. Visit macgrove.org/tshirt for information.

Upcoming online meetings—board of directors on Thurs-
day, September 10; Community Building Committee on Mon-
day, September 14; Housing and Land Use Committee on 
Wednesday, September 23; and Transportation Committee on 
Monday, September 28. Meetings take place at 6:30 p.m. and 
can be accessed via Zoom. Council staff will send out meeting 
links a few days in advance. Email mgcc@macgrove. org.

Get involved—The community council has three stand-
ing committees that meet once a month and focus on making  
Macalester-Groveland a better place to live, work, learn and 
play. See more at macgrove.org/committees.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Union Park Solidarity Fund—The Union Park District 
Council is offering a solidarity fund to provide economic re-
lief for renters in its three neighborhoods. It is hoping to raise 
$15,000 to assist 30 families. For information on giving to or 
applying for the fund, visit givemn.org/story/Li2sdg. 

COVID-19 resources—Union Park neighbors who need  
assistance or informational resources related to the corona-
virus are invited to call the UPDC office or visit its website. 

Upcoming online meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 2; Transportation Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Monday, September 14; and Environment and Parks 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 16. To join the 
Zoom meetings, email wako@unionparkc.org.

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its monthly e-newsletter, 
“Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Garden and history tour—The 13th annual West End 
Neighbors’ Garden and History Tour will be held from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Saturday, September 12. Pick up tour and history guides 
outside the Keg & Case Market, 928 W. Seventh St., on the day 
of the event. Masks and social distancing are mandatory for 
the free, self-directed walking tour, and donations are wel-
come. Visit fortroadfederation.org/west-end-garden-tour.

Upcoming virtual meetings—Transportation and Land 
Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 2; board 
of directors, 7 p.m. Monday, September 14; and Community 
Engagement and Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday,  
September 17. Updated agendas and links to the Zoom meet-
ings can be found at fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

Stay in touch—West Seventh neighbors are being encour-
aged to “like” the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation on  
Facebook and subscribe to its e-newsletter on its website.

Union Park

Macalester-
Groveland

Highland Park

Summit-
University

Summit Hill

West 7th

District  
councils  
in the  
Villager  
area

District Councils

area. Teams are expected to be coached 
by volunteers or the players can coach  
themselves.

Games will be refereed by certified 
officials, who will wear masks and be 
equipped with electronic whistles. The 
entry fee is $110 per player. Cleats, mouth-
guards and soft-shell helmets are required.

A Saint Paul 7 On 7 Football League 
also is being started this fall by Cretin-
Derham Hall athletic director Phil Archer. 
The league is scheduled to begin play on 
September 12 on fields throughout the 
city. Archer said the schedule and number 

of teams was still being worked out. The 
league will draw players from Minneapo-
lis and Saint Paul public schools, as well as 
from private schools in the metro area. 

Archer said the teams are expected to 
be a mix of players and not ones repre-
senting a specific prep program. “It’s not 
a school-led thing,” he said. 

The entry fee is $115 per person and 
teams may have as many as 22 players. 

Archer said the touch football leagues 
offer something previously not available 
to prep players. He noted that volley-
ballers have other programs, like Junior 
Olympic competition. “But football play-
ers didn’t have another option,” he said.

15b 7-man touch football

Junior Sanjay Redd grabs a pass in front of fellow Redhawk, senior Tony Avila-Tovalin, during a 
touch football practice. Regular prep football has been moved to spring. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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CLASSIFIEDS

home improvement
PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH 
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’ expe-
rience in custom space planning, fix-
ture and finish selections. Gail 
Jacobson, Allied ASID. References 
a v a i l a b l e .  6 1 2 - 3 1 0 - 7 0 6 9 . 
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 
651-917-2881 or email mikeproteam 
paintingplus@gmail.com

home serviceS    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work. 
Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

home serviceS   
ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651- 
285-1937.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, Inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
Estimate. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

DECKS & WOOD Fences. New or re-
pairs. Lic. #BC581059. Troy’s Decks & 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

JOE’S CARPET SERVICE. Restretching 
and repairs. 25+ years’ experience. 
612-369-5777 or bit.ly/joescarpet

SHOWCASE HOME Painting . 
Meticulous, quality workman-
ship. Exterior, interior paint-
ing. Stripping, staining. Plaster, 
sheetrock repair. Texturing. 
Window glazing. Deck and fence 
staining. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call Martey for a free esti-
mate, 651-917-7982. Fully insured.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

T E C H N O LO G Y  H E L P.  Yo u n g 
Whippersnapper, judgment-free tech 
tutoring. Don’t just set up your new 
device, learn how to use your tech on 
your terms. 612-387-7967.

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For more details, text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

FOR SALE
FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% oak, 
2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $165, unless bigger quantity. 
Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

AUTO/SCOOTER SALES
2018 TOYOTA CAMRY. 8000 miles. 
$20,000. 1-651-245-0641.

GARAGE/ESTATE SALES
SEPTEMBER 4-5. 8:30am-5pm. 1372 & 
1373 Knollwood Lane, Mendota 
Heights, 55118. Household items, fur-
niture, clothing, jewelry, shoes, lawn 
tractor and much more. Credit & 
Debit cards accepted. (Contactless 
payment available) Masks required.

REAL ESTATE WANTED  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time 
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions. 
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. Wall 
repair. Basement walls and floors. 
Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

home improvement
*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*

Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ expe-
rience. References. Free estimates. 
Ray Johnson, 651-238-1435. Bobcat 
work also.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED & FAIR 
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

home serviceS   
TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair and 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

SEMIRETIRED HANDYMAN with 30 
years experience. Any small jobs, 
electrical outlets, electrical switches, 
leaky faucets, and running toilets 
are my specialties. Doug Clow, 612- 
747-6083. dclowman45@gmail.com

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

MURPHY’S LAWN and LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial.  Residential.  The 
best full service lawn and land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios, walks, 
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

TIM’S GRASS CUTTING. Seasonal 
cleanups, year-round contracts, es-
timates. 651-690-1284.

SNOW REMOVAL. SEASONAL CLEAN-
UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. Lawn 
Service. Free estimates. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal. 
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

housecleaning  
MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years in 
business. A rated on Angie’s List. 
Spring specials. $30 off 1st cleaning. 
Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com 

Classified & Legal Ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: Sept. 16 . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: Sept. 9

We Now Accept

    Legal Notices!
Call us for details.

651-699-1462 *Some restrictions apply.

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Affordable Rates Year Round

Tree Removal • Crane Service
Stump Grinding

Tree & Shrub Pruning & More
   24 HR Emergency Service

   651.690.3200allseasonstreemn.com
Certified Arborist / 32 Yrs Exp

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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SERVICE DIRECTORY music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

100 IMPERIAL DRIVE CONDOMINIUMS. 
Nice quiet location in park-like set-
ting. Heat included with outside 
parking space, laundry-room, eleva-
tor. No pets. Contact Bisanz Brothers 
for details, 651-447-4567.

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Chad Arneson

Rating

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small 

Landscaping Projects
Tree and Shrub Maintenance

651.207.5396
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
www.kernlawnservice.com

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

Prevent & Fix
Water Damage

Foundation Repair
Tuckpoint, 

Masonry & Concrete
Gary 651-423-6666

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

• 30 Years Exp. 

651-436-8975
Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured
                                       MN License #BC515019

Sullivan
Construction Company

Roofing & Siding
PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

Check out our
Home Improvement

section starting
on page 10! 

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!

Newspaper delivery people for both employee
and independent contractor positions. 

 

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

for rent - COMMERCIAL
HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower 
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus. 
$1200/mo + utilities. 651-324-2573.

GRAND AVENUE. Newly renovated 
1-2 person professional office suites. 
Ideal for consultants, therapist, body-
work, etc. Priced from $350-$600. 
Visit OxfordSquareGrand.com for de-
tails. Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31 or Sue Sauter, 612-824-7000, ext. 32.

LEGAL NOTICES
State of Minnesota 
Ramsey County

District Court  
Second Judicial District  
Court File Number: 62-PR-20-570  
Case Type: Informal Probate

In re the Estate of: Margaret Arlene 
Knott, Decedent.

Notice of Informal Probate of Will 
and Appointment of Personal 
Representative and Notice to 
Creditors 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND 
CREDITORS:

Notice is hereby given that an ap-
plication for informal probate of the 
above-named Decedent’s Last Will 
dated March 23, 2020 has been filed 
with the Probate Registrar, and the 
application has been granted.

Notice is also given that the Probate 
Registrar has informally appointed 
the following:
Name: Katherine A. Knott-Zingsheim 



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2020 	my VILLAGER.com	page  19

SERVICE DIRECTORYSTATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer pro-
tection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true owner 
of a business. 1. List the exact as-
sumed name under which the busi-
ness is or will be conducted: Fancy 
Nancy’s Fine Wine. 2. List the Principal 
Place of Business: 453 7th St W St 
Paul MN 55102 USA. 3. List the name 
and complete street address of all 
persons conducting business under 
the above Assumed Name, OR if an 
entity, provide the legal corporate, 
LLC, or Limited Partnership name 
and registered office address: Mary 
Elizabeth Kennedy; 280 2nd Ave N 
Apt 303 Minneapolis MN 55401 USA. 
4. I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as 
agent of the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who has au-
thorized me to sign this document on 
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the in-
formation in this document is true 
and correct and in compliance with 
the applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by sign-
ing this document I am subject to 
the penalties of perjury as set forth 
in Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath. Date filed: 
August 21, 2020. Signed by: Mary E. 
Kennedy

Address: 3733-168th Ave. NE, Ham 
Lake, MN 55304

As personal representative of the 
Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, de-
visee or other interested person may 
be entitled to appointment as per-
sonal representative, or may object 
to the appointment of the personal 
representative. Unless objections are 
filed pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 524.3-
607, and the court otherwise orders, 
the personal representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, in-
cluding, after 30 days from the date 
of issuance of letters, the power to 
sell, encumber, lease or distribute 
real estate.

Any objections to the probate of 
the Will, or to the appointment of 
the personal representative, must 
be filed with this court, and will be 
heard by the court after the filing of 
an appropriate petition and proper 
notice of hearing.

Notice is also given that, subject to 
Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all creditors 
having claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the 
Court Administrator within four (4) 
months after the date of this Notice, 
or the claims will be barred.

Laura J. Stevens 
Probate Registrar 
August 17, 2020

Michael F. Upton 
Court Administrator 
August 17, 2020
Self-Represented Litigant: 
Katherine A. Knott-Zingsheim 
3733–168th Ave. NE 
Ham Lake, MN 55304

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance Smith

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!
 •• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Do not delay, mail this form with your check today: Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116.
To pay with your credit card, visit our website at https://myvillager.com/subscribe/

The future of your neighborhood’s newspaper is on the line.
Buy your one-year subscription for just $59.88 today!

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

DELIVERY ADDREss ALL FIELDs ARE REQUIRED

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER!

New CoNstruCtioN
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

651-276-8233

JL
OF

SERVICES

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

Join the more than 7,000
people who follow the

Villager on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

Click through our
Classifieds & Service 

Directory at
MyVillager.com



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

CLAirE biSAnZ DiStAD
651-307-7260

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

GAry fAbEL
651-334-3659

HEnry EDELStEin
651-270-1667

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

kArEn kELJik
612-414-3245

SArAH kinnEy
651-282-9621

mikE JAmbor
612-889-9773

AnitA C. HiLL
651-707-6408

myA HonEyWELL
tHE HivE

651-329-3619

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

LoLLy mCnEELy
SALmEn

612-810-4138

PAtriCk rubLE
651-230-0903

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

CoLin voErDinG
651-357-3667

briAn WAGnEr, m.ED.
651-497-4387

miCHAELA tooHEy
651-253-6830

bryAn bEDESSEm
612-382-8415

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

tJ PiErrEt
651-755-6669

DAviD noyES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

 

     

Brownstones of summit 
Darling 1BR, 1BA condo at the Brownstones of Summit. 
Top level unit w/wonderful private deck. Hrdwd flrs. 
Updated kitchen. New in-unit washer/dryer. C/A. Fabulous 
Private entry. Listed on Nat’l Reg. of 
historic places. Available for showings 
Sunday, Sept. 6. Contact TJ to book it! 
www.Tjsavvyrealtor.com

           TJ PierreT
651-755-6669 • $190,000

 Coming

  S
oon!

300 wall street, unit 501  
This 2BR/2BA condo w/warm brick, barrel-vaulted ceil-
ings, and natural hrdwd flrs is the perfect retreat. Cook 
in the large kitchen, entertain in open living-dining area. 
Large owner’s suite overlooks quiet interior courtyard. 
Steps away and you are at work in your home office.
PATriCK rUBLe 
651-230-0903 • $560,000
ANiTA HiLL
651-707-6408 • $560,000

1159 Palace avenue, saint Paul mn
This Mac-Grove beauty has it all! Ideal entertaining 
spaces inside and out, open concept with modern 
conveniences and old world charm. It offers the 
flexibility of a main floor sunroom 
with a private entrance adjacent 
to a bedroom and full bath.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MyA HoNeyweLL
  651-329-3619 • $539,000

1400 summit  
Enchanting Gingerbread Tudor. 4BR’s, 5BA’s 
with formal and informal gathering areas. State 
of the art improvements and high end finishes 
include new boiler, furnace & central air, slate 
roof & copper gutters, and an incredible kitchen.
LoLLy MCNeeLy SALMeN 
612-810-4138 • $1,200,000
MorAGHAN DeroSiA
952-486-3697 • $1,200,000

1671 Pinehurst  
Large 30’s Tudor offers 4BR’s, 3BA’s w/walk-up attic for 
future finishing or storage; finished LL w/2nd FP & 2car 
attached gar, all on 70ft wide lot located on one of Highland’s 
most high desired aves! Entertainment sized space, home to 
current family almost 45 yrs! Call Lolly for details! 
LoLLy MCNeeLy SALMeN 
612-810-4138 • $625,000
MorAGHAN DeroSiA
952-486-3697 • $625,000

716 maPle Park court! 
Exceptional 4 BR, 5 BA brick colonial with 
all the bells and whistles set on breathtak-
ing acre-plus lot. Absolutely in impeccable 
condition and meticulously 
maintained by only second 
owners. Call Lolly for details. 

LoLLy MCNeeLy SALMeN 
612-810-4138 • $1,250,000

artisan home on Bald eagle lake    
A once in a lifetime opportunity to own this 
architect designed home with over 2.2 Mil 
into it. Entertaining is easy both inside & 
out with the open floor plan 
and private lakeshore.
www.BestOnBaldEagle.com   

KriSTA woLTer 
612-247-5106 • $1,795,000

casual elegance & main floor living!    
You’ll find main floor living at its best with a 
spacious main floor master suite, family room 
off the kitchen, and bright rooms with floor to 
ceiling windows. Architectural 
details found throughout home.
www.NorthOaksDream.com

KriSTA woLTer 
612-247-5106 • $950,000

summit avenue mansion 
This magnificent 1884 Queen Anne mansion 
is rich in architectural details and includes 
hand-carved marble and wood fireplaces. 
One of 12 homes on Summit 
Avenue with bluff views.
www.KristaWolter.com

KriSTA woLTer 
612-247-5106 • $1,695,000

 n
ew

  P
ric
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 Coming

  S
oon!

1895 Pinehurst avenue
Stunning Tudor in the heart of Highland Park! 
Situated on an extra wide lot, this spacious home 
features 4 finished levels, two fireplaces, updated 
kitchen, and a newer 2++ garage. 
The 3rd floor is a great 4th bed-
room, office space or guest retreat 
with its own full bath. 

MorAGHAN DeroSiA 
952-486-3697 • $629,900

685 fuller
This move-in ready two-story features newer sid-
ing, roof, gutters, mechanicals, windows and pri-
vacy fence. The kitchen provides amazing counter 
space & storage with pantry; not 
always easy to find in a vintage 
home! Large & private backyard. 
Amazing value in the city. 

MorAGHAN DeroSiA 
952-486-3697 • $199,900

faBulous lots!!!
2130 & 2134 Lower St. Dennis: Two 
fabulous building sites in this unique 
wooded site. Each lot is 1.43 acres offer-
ing a large building pad.

     

          JiM BUrToN
651-690-8556 • $550/600K

fantastic oPPortunity!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq 
ft to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed 
for comfortable everyday 
living as well. Quality con-
struction and finishes. 

         JiM BUrToN
651-690-8556 • $3,499,000

just listed!!!
2206 Fairmount Ave: Handsome 4 
bedroom situated on a fabulous 100 
foot wide Kings Maplewood lot. It 
exudes charm and char-
acter with unique nooks 
and crannies, built ins, and 
leaded glass. 

         JiM BUrToN
651-690-8556 • $715,000

2066 Palace avenue
Great owner-occupant opportunity! True side-by-
side duplex: 2BR/1BA two-story units. Each unit 
has its own unfinished basement w/laundry, ready 
to become hobby space. Period style throughout, 
plus AC & 2-car gar for modern day comfort. 
Walking distance to Highland shopping, St. Kate’s 
& UST. Well cared for, move in make it your own! 
JoNNA KoSALKo 612-695-3136 • $419,900

riCH roBiNS 612-961-7552 • $419,900

overlooking the Park!    
Enjoy gracious, carefree living in this sun-
drenched 2BR, 2BA in exciting downtown St. 
Paul! Gleaming hardwood floors, living room with 
gas fireplace & panoramic views, 
kitchen with W/I pantry. Spa-like 
bath, loft, 2-car. 465 Sibley St. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HeNry eDeLSTeiN crs
651-270-1667 • $369,900

Perfect Paradise!    
Truly stunning 4BR, 5BA oasis, nestled on a 2/3 
acre lot with gardens, pond & waterfall. Dream 
kitchen, sparkling sunroom, luxurious owner’s 
suite. Enjoy hardwood floors, sky-
lights, butler’s pantry + a guest 
house! 1460 Delaware Ave. *click 
on www.teamedelstein.com  

HeNry eDeLSTeiN crs
651-270-1667 • $750,000

dare to dream!    
Sophisticated 5BR, 5BA masterpiece boasts 
formal living & dining rooms, main floor FR & 
sunroom, incredible updated kitchen. Retreat to 
the lavish owner’s suite, or relax 
on the patio or deck. W/O lower 
level, 3-car. 800 Bachelor Ave. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HeNry eDeLSTeiN crs
651-270-1667 • $737,000

mendota heights oPPortunity! 
Spacious home on a cul-de-sac features a spa-
cious wooded view, .68 acre lot! LOTS of room to 
live, work and entertain! Six BR’s, 5 BA’s! Fully fin-
ished lower level walkout – ideal for 
entertaining, and hosting extended 
family gatherings! 1780 Diane Road. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUe JoHNSoN crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $649,900

yes! homes are selling now! 
This home sold quickly and sellers are delight-
ed! Our proactive and customized marketing 
plan included a virtual tour for ease of show-
ings. Let us put our creative 
skills, market knowledge and 
experience to work for YOU too! 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUe JoHNSoN crs, Gri
651-329-1264

SoLD

SoLD

SoLD

SoLD


