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Kaiser’s Biergarten. 
Accordionist Florian Chmielewski 
leans into his playing during the 
Germanic-American Institute’s 
Oktoberfest Lite on the lawn of the 
picturesque Summit Avenue locale 
on September 20. A portrait of 
longtime institute supporter Bruce 
Larson hangs behind him. At left, 
Heather and Michael Morris enjoy a 
frothy brew. Photos by Brad Stauffer

By Jane McClure

A $1.91 million pedestrian and bicycle connec-
tion between Hidden Falls Regional Park and 
the Highland Bridge development on the site of 

Ford Motor Company’s former assembly plant is mov-
ing ahead with the approval of the Saint Paul City Coun-
cil, Parks and Recreation Commission and Capital Im-
provement Budget (CIB) Committee. The City Council 
was the last to sign off on the project on September 16.

The 90-foot connection will extend beneath Missis-
sippi River Boulevard and lead to a terrace overlooking 
the park and its namesake waterfall. The tunnel will be 
lit and have limestone walls and public art. Future plans 
call for extending the pedestrian and bike trails further 
into the park on a boardwalk. The paths are expected to 
eventually link to Crosby Farm Regional Park and the 
Samuel Morgan Trail.

Council member Chris Tolbert called the connection 
a once-in-a-lifetime project that will make the park 
even more of a destination. “It’s going to be fantas-
tic,” he said. “It (Hidden Falls Park) is misnamed now  
because people have found it.”

The project is an extension of the park and open space 
plan for Highland Bridge. It is referenced in the 2019 
Hidden Falls/Crosby Farm Master Plan and the 2013 

Tunnel OK’d for 
under river road
Bike, walking path to connect 
Highland Bridge, Hidden Falls

Private schools devise safe return to in-person classes
By Casey Ek

As fear of the spread of COVID-19 keeps stu-
dents in the Saint Paul Public Schools learn-
ing from the distance of their home com-

puters, some Saint Paul schools have found ways 
to return to in-person learning. Through the first 
month of the fall term, these private schools have 
refined their methods to maximize the safety of 
students and staff while allowing a high degree of 
face-to-face instruction. 

Cretin-Derham Hall has taken a hybrid approach 
to learning since the first day of classes on August 
31. Students with last names beginning with the 
letters A-L and M-Z alternate days learning from 
home via the internet and attending class in the 
high school at 550 S. Albert St. 

With an enrollment of about 940 students, it is 
not possible to accommodate full attendance while 
maintaining the necessary distance between desks, 
CDH administrators said. The school has adopted 

other health and safety measures as well, includ-
ing limiting hallway traffic and establishing a new 
COVID response team. CDH, like other private 
schools in the area, is using additional common ar-
eas within the school to allow for physical distanc-
ing at lunch and during other classroom periods. 
Students are surveyed daily with five questions to 
track symptoms and any possible contact with CO-
VID-19.

Holy Spirit School is conducting in-person learn-
ing for about 95 percent of its roughly 300 students 
in grades preK-8. The school at 515 S. Albert St. has 
transformed its commons where students once ate 
lunch into a makeshift classroom where students 
sit two to a table separated by plexiglass. While 
weather permits, teachers are also conducting 
some classes outside.

Students at Saint Thomas More, 1065 Summit 
Ave., are benefiting from the school’s large class-
rooms, which several decades ago accommodated 
up to 50 students each, according to Principal Pat 

Lofton. The prekindergarten, grade school and 
middle school each has its own floor and separate 
entrances where parent volunteers screen students 
daily for COVID-19 symptoms when they arrive at 
school. 

Saint Thomas More has a total of 256 students, 
but with separate floors per age group, if a student 
in eighth grade, for example, were to test positive 
for COVID-19, it is possible that the preschool and 
grade school would not have to close, Lofton said, 
though that would depend on the Minnesota De-
partment of Health and the parents of students.

“I don’t think it’s a matter of if we’re going to ex-
perience COVID-19; it’s a matter of when,” Lofton 
said. “We’re trying to be proactive in our communi-
cation (with families), and we’re encouraging them 
to do the same with us.”

CDH president Frank Miley would not say wheth-
er his school had experienced a case of COVID-19 in 

highland bridge tunnel  c2

in-person instruction  c4
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Uptown, New Brighton and Grand Avenue

Meet Dr. Jaime Davis. Born in the Bahamas, 
she now calls the Twin Cities home. She’s 
a graduate of the Mayo Medical School, 

caretaker of rescue dogs, avid art collector, 
certified scuba diver, and former Miss Northern 
Bahamas body building champion. She’s also 

a huge fan of her new Spectacle Shoppe glasses.
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Great River Passage Plan. 
“We’re now in a position to accomplish this 

plan,” said Wes Saunders-Pearce, the city’s 
water resource coordinator. The project is also 
an extension of the stormwater treatment 
plan for Highland Bridge, which includes a 
large central water feature running north and 
south through the middle of the 122-acre site.

The bicycle and pedestrian connection 
is moving ahead as a result of construction 
changes at Highland Bridge, Saunders-Pearce 
said. The City Council had to amend its bud-
get and Ford site development plans for the 
project to proceed.

Highland Bridge master developer Ryan 
Companies needs to place a new storm pipe 
beneath Mississippi River Boulevard and 
change its plans for stormwater drainage, 
said Ellen Stewart, landscape architect for the 
city’s Department of Parks and Recreation. 
That allowed the connection to go forward 
within a limited time frame. The need to make 
changes for stormwater drainage first came 
up six months ago.

Plans for the pedestrian and bike connec-
tion took shape through the efforts of the 
city, the Capitol Region Watershed District 
(CRWD) and Ryan. The pipe will be installed 
this fall, and work on the connection will  

continue into 2021.
“This is an opportunity we simply won’t 

have again,” said Melanie McMahon, the 
city’s project leader for the Highland Bridge 
development.

The plan is to add a 12-foot-wide paved trail 
beside an open manmade stream. Stormwa-
ter from Highland Bridge will be treated be-
fore it enters the stream. The water will then 
flow to Hidden Falls and the Mississippi River.

“It’s a really cool project,” said City Council 
president Amy Brendmoen.

Stewart said the project needs to move 
ahead now. “We’re not sure we could do it  
once Highland Bridge is built out,” she said. 
“It provides a strong connection between 
Highland Bridge and the river.”

The project’s timing required city staff to 
pull together money from several sources, 
said city treasurer Mike Solomon. That in-
cludes a grant from the CRWD ($926,063), 
parkland dedication funds ($110,000), bike 
project funds ($100,000), a general fund 
transfer ($100,000), tax increment financ-

ing (TIF) from the Ford site ($200,000) and 
a state Legacy Grant already earmarked for  
Hidden Falls Park ($475,000). 

The CRWD provided another $795,000 to 
enhance stormwater and groundwater man-
agement at the development site. 

The City Council and the Housing and Re-
development Authority will act in the future 
to amend the Ford TIF district and expand the 
areas in which it can be used, including the 
area where the connection will be. 

Parks commissioners and CIB Commit-
tee and City Council members all praised the 
connection plans, although all three groups 
had technical questions about financing and 
whether bike improvement funding was be-
ing diverted from other projects. The Parks 
and Recreation Commission voted 5-1 in favor 
of the project, while the CIB Committee voted 
unanimously in support.

Council member Rebecca Noecker asked 
about using the $100,000 in bike funds. She 
noted that the cost of adding a bike and pedes-
trian trail along Ayd Mill Road will tie up bike 
funds for several years. “What’s the trade-off 
here? What can we not do?” she asked.

Solomon said the bike funds could go to 
Highland Bridge without having to cancel 
other projects.

“Public Works looked at this and it’s a shov-
el-ready project, ready to go,” McMahon said.

A 12-foot-wide paved pedestrian and bicycle trail will be added beside a manmade stream flowing 
under Mississippi River Boulevard to connect the Highland Bridge development with Hidden Falls Park.

By Jane McClure

Facets of the Highland Bridge redevelop-
ment project on the site of Ford Motor 
Company’s former assembly plant in 

Highland Park are coming into focus. Lunds & 
Byerlys will be moving its Highland Park su-
permarket to the ground floor of a five-story 
apartment building now under construction 
on the southeast corner of Ford Parkway and 
Cretin Avenue. Meanwhile, Pulte Homes has 
been given the go-ahead for the first phase of 
its 320-unit rowhouse development on the 
west side of the manmade stream that will 
run north and south through the 122-acre 
Highland Bridge site.

The Saint Paul City Council on September 
16 approved the first plat for the rowhouses. 
The private homes have reportedly drawn 
strong interest from prospective buyers.

Master developer Ryan Companies plat-
ted the former Ford site into 36 development 
blocks last November with rights-of-way, city 
park land and outlots indicated. At the time, 

additional platting was anticipated.
The City Council received no objections 

to the rowhouse plat, which subdivides four 
blocks, or a total of 3.7 acres, into 75 rowhouse 
lots and four outlots. Platting is required for 
the subdivision because of its large size and 
the number of lots created. It is anticipated to 
be the first of four plat requests from Pulte.

“Our staff is beyond excited to be able 
to play a part in building out the Highland 
Bridge neighborhood,” said Paul Heuer, direc-
tor of land planning and entitlement for Pulte. 
“We’ve spent the last two years working on 
our floor plans and fine-tuning our architec-
ture to fit the quality and vision of this unique 
neighborhood. We’re entirely familiar with 
the vision outlined in the master plan and the 
associated requirements for Highland Bridge. 
We’re committed to delivering homes that are 
versatile and beautiful, LEED Silver Certified, 
and in compliance with (energy-efficiency 
standards), labor standards, the Affirma-
tive Action/Equal Opportunity Program and  
affordable housing.”

Lund Food Holdings announced on Sep-
tember 15 its plan for a full-service Lunds & 
Byerlys at Highland Bridge. The new super-
market will anchor the first large mixed-use 
project at Highland Bridge. The five-story 
project by Ryan Companies and Weidner 
Apartment Homes will also include 230 
apartments and two levels of parking. 

The 51,000-square-foot supermarket is 
anticipated to open in 2022, with an exten-
sive selection of prepared foods and specialty 
products. It will replace the Lunds & Byerlys 
at Highland Village Center, which will remain 
open until the new store is completed. 

“It’s been with a tremendous amount of 
pride that we’ve served the Highland Park 
community for more than 37 years, and we’re 
excited to open a new store less than a block 
away that will create an enhanced shopping 
experience for our customers,” said Tres Lund, 
CEO of Lunds & Byerlys.

“This new store will be nearly 20 percent 
larger than our current store, so we can meet 
the needs of today’s customers and the many 

future customers we’ll serve as the commu-
nity continues to grow.”

The general shopping pattern in the grocery 
aisles will be similar to the existing store’s 
aisles to alleviate the typical disruption caused 
by creating new shopping patterns. Lunds & 
Byerlys expects to maintain the same staff of 
employees, many of whom have worked there 
for decades. 

“Lunds & Byerlys is the perfect anchor to 
the retail at Highland Bridge,” said Maureen 
Michalski, Ryan Companies’ vice president 
of development. “Grocery is a critical compo-
nent to the success of a neighborhood, and no 
one can match Lunds’ passion for quality and 
its long-term commitment to the Highland 
Park neighborhood.”

Lund Food Holdings is a family-owned 
company that operates 26 Lunds & Byerlys 
supermarkets across the Twin Cities area and 
one in Saint Cloud. The company in March 
postponed its earlier plans to build a combi-
nation supermarket and apartment building 
at Grand Avenue and Avon Street.

1b highland bridge tunnel

New Lunds market, first 75 rowhouses in the works at Ford site
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Have you considered selling? Buyers are looking in your neighborhood!
651.492.6423  •   TheOddCoupleTeam.com  

The fall real estate market is strong! 
Check out these active listings in your neighborhood:

1945 Stanford Ave
3 BD 2 BA 2 Car Garage

1459 Jefferson Ave
Commercial/Mixed Use

1311 Selby Ave
4 BD 4 BA 1 Car Garage

1835 Sargent Ave
3 BD 3 BA 2 Car Garage

the first few weeks of the fall term. However, 
he believes CDH’s proactive approach to man-
aging students and staff who come in contact 
with those who test positive for COVID has 
paid dividends. If anybody tests positive for 
the virus, per MDH guidelines, he or she will 
be quarantined and CDH will conduct rigor-
ous contact tracing to determine with whom 
that individual may have come in contact at 
the school. 

“One positive test could easily cause 10 peo-
ple to go into quarantine,” Miley said. While 
quarantined, students and teachers may con-
tinue to tune into their classroom remotely if 
they feel up to it, he added. 

Facemasks, social distance markings on the 
floor, training in coughing and sneezing eti-
quette, sanitation stations, regular environ-
mental sanitizing and staggered start times 
are among the protocols common to all of the 
private schools that were contacted for this 
article. Students at all of the schools also have 
the option of learning from home. 

Although the administrators interviewed 
described the return to in-person learning 
in positive terms, they said it has come with 
unique hurdles. Facemasks, for example, have 

presented difficulties for students and teach-
ers alike, particularly when teachers are im-
parting difficult course material.

At Nativity Grade School, all but 38 of the 
725 students in grades preK-8 are taking part 
in in-person instruction, according to prin-
cipal Kate Wollan. Facemasks have been a 
challenge, she said, especially for hearing-

impaired students who rely on lip reading. In 
these and other situations, Nativity teachers 
resorted to wearing clear face shields.

School administrators across the area also 
acknowledged the social and emotional dif-
ficulties students may have with the laundry 
list of COVID-19 protocols. Because of this, 
they have directed faculty to put a premium 

on students’ well-being as they get acclimat-
ed to being back in the classroom. 

“Our emphasis has been on developing 
solid relationships with students,” said Holy 
Spirit principal Mary Adrian. “Only when 
students feel safe, secure and cared about can 
they learn.”

By Jane McClure

Saint Paul’s police force could be smaller 
and less diverse if proposed cuts to the 
2021 city budget become a reality. How-

ever, City Council members on September 16 
asked Police Chief Todd Axtell to find other 
ways to trim as much as $3.8 million in ex-
penses besides reducing personnel.

Council members expressed concern that 
recent gains in diversifying the city’s police 
force will be lost. The reductions also would 
come at a time of rising 911 calls. Saint Paul 
had a historically high level of 911 calls in 2019 
at about 75,000, Axtell said, and is on track for 
almost 80,000 calls this year. 

“I’m concerned about our capacity to de-
liver service,” Axtell said. According to him, 
more calls and fewer personnel will mean  
longer response times, more officer stress and 
the  elimination of some programs.

Saint Paul is seeing an uptick in major 
crimes in 2020. There have been 24 homicides 
this year compared to 19 at this time in 2019. 
Robberies have jumped from 379 to 513, and 
aggravated assaults from 569 to 776 during 
that same time period.

The COVID-19 pandemic and the desire to 
hold down spending is forcing all city depart-
ments to freeze hires and make cuts. Mayor 
Melvin Carter’s 2021 police budget is $104.7 
million, compared to $105.5 million adopted 
for 2020, an $800,000 reduction. 

However, Axtell said the reduction is in re-
ality closer to $3.8 million, since he estimated 
the need for a police budget of $108.5 mil-
lion in 2021. He is looking at the cost of mov-
ing seven school resource officers back to the 
general fund now that the Saint Paul Public 
Schools has severed its police contract with 
the city. He is also facing staff contract and 
cost-of-living salary increases, and is consid-
ering not hiring officers as positions become 
vacant. 

Carter has estimated that 10 positions 
would be lost, while Axtell said it could be up 
to 31. Other reductions include four civilian 
positions and three sergeants in the technol-
ogy division and three parking enforcement 
officers.

Axtell noted that the Police Department 
already has made $1 million in spending cuts 
in 2020, including shelving a police train-
ing academy that was set to begin this fall.  

His department has almost $2.6 million in 
2020 spending that could be reimbursed 
through the federal CARES Act, which pro-
vides assistance to cities during the COVID-19 
pandemic. However, that money is not as-
sured as many city departments are vying for 
the same funds.

The 2020 cuts come on top of additional 
police spending this year, such as $3 million to 
deal with the civil unrest that occurred in the 
city in the wake of the death of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis.

Axtell said the city’s fiscal constraints could 
hamper the goal of creating a more diverse 
department. The police just lost one of three 
community liaison officers, who do transla-
tions and other tasks, to another agency. And 
the eight students who completed the 2020 
Law Enforcement Career Path Academy, a 
program of AmeriCorps, were just let go.

Axtell said the city’s reduction in hiring 
comes at a time when an unprecedented di-
versity of officer candidates is available. The 
loss of those candidates, many of whom are 
from low-income families, also worries sev-
eral City Council members. “They’re chang-
ing the way that people look at our police, and 

they’re changing the way the police look,” 
said council president Amy Brendmoen.

The city’s sworn police personnel would 
drop from 630 this year to 620. However, with 
various military and medical leaves and no 
police academies in 2020 and 2021, Axtell said 
that number could be closer to 591 by the end 
of next year. New officers could not be on the 
street until May or June 2022.

Council members asked for additional  
historical data, saying they need to see past 
police attrition trends.

Brendmoen asked if any other police costs 
could be put on hold for a year. The depart-
ment has already dropped its motorcycle and 
mounted patrols and its FORCE unit, which 
concentrated resources at specific locations.

Axtell said his department’s budget has 
only about $400,000 in discretionary spend-
ing. Some purchases, such as squad cars, can 
be delayed, he said, but putting them off could 
also mean higher costs down the road.

The lower police staffing levels also come at 
a time when the city’s population is growing. 
“We’ll be staffed to a level of pre-2007 when 
our population was 279,470,” Axtell said. The 
city currently has 308,096 residents.

Chief debates cutting police budget amid rising public safety concerns

Two Holy Spirit sixth-graders (above) in facemasks study at a table in the school’s commons equipped 
with a plexiglass divider for added protection. Pictured at right, Saint Thomas More parent volunteer 
Carrie Luccio takes a student’s temperature as she arrives at school in the morning. Photos by casey ek

1b in-person instruction
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By Jane McClure

After weeks of debate over organ­
izational structure, the Midway 
United Fund is now accept­

ing applications for “economic justice” 
grants to small businesses that were 
affected by rioting and evictions in 
the Hamline-Midway and Union Park 
neighborhoods. The grants are available 
until December 20 or until the money 
runs out.

The grants are being overseen by the 
Neighbors United Funding Collabora­
tive (NUFC) and come in two forms—
a Damage Recovery Program and a  
Rebuild or Relocation Program.

The NUFC has raised more than 
$349,000 for the first program and is of­
fering businesses up to $15,000 to pay 
for smoke and water cleanup, new glass, 
replacement of stolen or lost inven­
tory, and any other damages suffered 
in the civil unrest following the death of 
George Floyd in late May.

The NUFC has more than $500,000 
available for the second program and is 
offering businesses up to $50,000 for 
rebuilding due to fire loss or help with 
relocation costs due to eviction.

Priority will be given to businesses 
within a half-mile of Allianz Field. Those 
along the University Avenue corridor 
within three miles of the soccer sta­
dium must prove their businesses were  

affected by the civil unrest. Business­
es must have annual sales revenue of  
$2 million or less. Information on apply­
ing is available at midwayunited.org. 

The Midway United Fund was origi­
nally launched by the Saint Paul City 
Council and local district councils to 
provide funds for community-building, 
economic development, public arts and 
other projects in the neighborhoods 
around Allianz Field. The Union Park 
and Hamline-Midway councils have 
led the planning and have oversight of 
the fund, working with the Saint Paul 
Foundation and the NUFC’s advisory  
committee.

Earlier this year, the fund allocated 
grants to small businesses affected by 
the pandemic. After businesses were 
looted, damaged and set ablaze in late 
May, the fund shifted to providing assis­
tance on that front.

The NUFC and its advisory commit­
tee have been a flashpoint over the sum­
mer, clashing over who should be on the 

committee and how it should operate. 
People of color felt the committee did 
not represent the neighborhoods and 
pushed white members to resign. The 
committee is now more diverse, with 
community development veteran Isabel 
Chanslor calling herself the interim fund 
manager.

The district councils questioned the 
time it has taken to get grants disbursed 
and what were seen as personal attacks 
on their staffs. The Hamline-Midway 
Coalition bowed out of its fiscal role in 
July, and the nonprofit Nexus stepped in.

The notion of paid collaborative staff 
has drawn objections, including from 
City Council member Dai Thao. He and 
some district council members said 
money should go to businesses, not 
staff.

Chanslor said the collaborative has 
raised separate funds for adminis­
tration, and funds donated for busi­
nesses are only being used to aid those  
merchants.

Union Park board members at a re­
cent meeting brought up the prospect of 
spinning off the business development 
fund and having the NUFC go back to 
its original purpose. Chanslor said that 
is something the committee has dis­
cussed as it looks at ways to support the 
Midway, its small businesses and arts  
community.

“I feel hopeful about the fund,” said 
City Council member Mitra Jalali. “It 
feels as if we’ve turned a corner. We need 
to get resources out to the community. 
That’s what’s really important.”

Recovery, relocation grants offered in Midway
Fund aids businesses 
affected by civil unrest

By Jane McClure

Saint Paul’s guaranteed-income pi­
lot program was granted $293,592 
of the more than $20 million in 

coronavirus relief funds approved on 
September 23 by the City Council. An 
initiative of Mayor Melvin Carter, the 
guaranteed-income program will pro­
vide a monthly stipend of $500 to fami­
lies chosen at random in some of the 
city’s poorest neighborhoods.

A total of $1.5 million is available 
for the pilot program, the rest coming 
from charitable foundations and other  
private donations. 

The coronavirus relief comes through 

the federal CARES Act. It can be used to 
pay expenses incurred between March 1 
and November 15 during the COVID-19 
public health emergency. The money 
cannot be used as revenue replacement 
at a time when sales taxes and other 
forms of city income are down.

Of the CARES Act allocations, the city 
will spend $12 million on emergency 
response costs for staff, HVAC improve­
ments in city facilities and personal pro­
tective equipment for first responders. 

Another $9.5 million is being devoted 
to economic recovery, including help 
for businesses and cultural organiza­
tions and relief for families and small  
businesses. 

One million dollars will go to various 
programs to support homeless people, 
and $950,000 will help pay for service 
delivery modifications during the pan­
demic by the city’s water utility, parks 
and recreation department and public 
library system.

The vote allocates most of the $23.5 
million the city had available in CARES 
Act funding.

Guaranteed-income pilot gets share of CARES Act funds

Correction
Neil Garlock will be stepping down 

at the end of this year after serving not 
one, but two two-year terms as mayor of 
Mendota Heights.

The NUFC and its 
advisory committee 

have been a flashpoint 
over the summer, 
clashing over who 
should be on the 

committee and how it 
should operate. 

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow the

Villager
on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

Inc. MLS

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434edinarealty.com

Mary Hardy

580 Portland avenue
Gorgeous vintage character, 
but completely redone inside, 
new walls, ceilings, plumbing, 
wiring, furnace w/UV filter, won-
derful new kitchen and baths. 
Every amenity.
612 751-0729  $560,000 

Prestigious address!
15 Crocus Place, glorious, 3 
story classic with impressive 
woodwork, fabulous space, 
including a light filled ball-
room with bluff views. private 
back yard.
  $699,900 

Mary Hardy
612-751-0729

rachel nelson
651-485-3466

Marcy Wengler Marcy WenglerMarcy Wengler Marcy Wengler Marcy Wengler

Historic grandeur in suMMit Hill
Incredible 1886 3+ story home 
with over 8,000 square feet and 
one-of-a-kind original features, in-
cluding a freight elevator, original 
icebox, 4th-floor conservatory/
greenhouse room, and more!
651 238-7434 $1,550,000

Brick Beauty WitH a Pool 
Amazing 1911 home loaded with 
spectacular original details and 
updates. Five bedrooms, three bath-
rooms, and a 2-car garage. Stunning 
brick exterior, unique and intricate 
woodwork and built-ins, plus a pool!
651 238-7434 

PanoraMic dWtn/river vieWs 
Unique renovation of two units to 
become one 3BR, 3BA home. 
Incredible detail in this thoughtfully-
designed space, plus breathtaking 
views of the Mississippi River & dwtn 
Minneapolis from two balconies!
651 238-7434 $675,000 

elegant HoMe W/cHef’s kitcHen 
Immaculate home blends 1890's 
character w/modern amenities. 7 
spacious BR's & 6 classic BA's. 
High-end, eat-in kitchen, spacious 
living and dining for entertaining, 3rd 
flr FR, & space for expansion in LL!
651 238-7434 $1,300,000 

cHarMing MerriaM-Park 2-story
Charming four-bedroom, two full 
bathroom home tucked back in 
a quiet neighborhood. Main floor 
family room, huge bedrooms, 
and walk-in master closet. A 
must-see!
651 238-7434  

NEW LIST!

COMING SOON!
Mary Hardy

MuseuM quality WoodWork!
94 Crocus Place, A gem of fine 
craftsmanship, glorious wdwrk & 
stained & leased glass. Newly trans-
formed LL w/state of the art wine 
cellar and luxurious entertaining 
areas. Splendid wrap around porch.
612 751-0729    $1,699,000 Phyllis salmen Phyllis salmen

Historic suMMit ave!
Classic elegance with open 
kitchen for todays lifestyle. 
Amazing 100 x 200 foot lot 
with gardens to enjoy. Lovely 
porch to relax on, 4 baths, 4 
bedrooms, family room.
612 750-3478         $1,000,000

no Work to do, enjoy!
All new kitchen - appliances, 
cabinets, counters, flooring. 
New carpet throughout, fresh 
paint & new bathrooms. Just 
move in, relax. 111 Imerpeial 
Drive, #206
612 750-3478         $213,000
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10TH ANNUAL
PRIVATE SALE!

October 1st-
October 5th

Abbott Paint and
Carpet's Private

Sale is going
VIRTUAL for 2020! 

Visit us at www.abbottpaint.com/private-sale during the sale window and register!
Once registered you will be contacted by our designer with the exclusive pricing and can

begin your project!  You will have 30 days to place your order. 

By Dale Mischke

The party in control of the Minnesota 
Legislature hangs in the balance this 
November 3 when voters head to the 

polls to elect their state senators and repre-
sentatives. Every one of the 67 state Senate 
and 134 state House seats are up for election. 
In District 64—the western third of Saint 
Paul—Erin Murphy is hoping to return to the 
Capitol as the successor to Senator Richard 
Cohen, who after 33 years will be stepping 
down in January.

Senate District 64
The DFL-endorsee, Murphy, 60, served in 

the Minnesota House from 2007-19 and was 
House majority leader from 2013-15. A regis-
tered nurse and former executive director of 
the Minnesota Nurses Association, she was 
the DFL-endorsed candidate for governor in 
2018, but lost to Tim Walz in the primary.

“Twelve years in the House prepared me to 
engage in the urgent work of Minnesota’s fu-
ture,” Murphy said. “Nursing taught me that 
you can’t quit in the face of a tough challenge. 
I won’t. From COVID-19 to George Floyd’s 
murder, 2020 has made it clear: Inequity and 
disparities are the toughest challenges we 
face as a state. We’ll continue to struggle to 
find our way forward until we find a path that 
leaves no Minnesotan behind.”

Murphy is being opposed by Sharon Ander-
son, an unendorsed Republican, and Patricia 
Jirovec-McArdell of the Legal Marijuana Now 
Party.

Anderson, 81, has run unsuccessfully for 
numerous political offices over the past two 
decades. A former waitress and real estate in-
vestor, she said she is running for the Senate 
to work for law and order, fair housing and 
ethics in government. Her top priority in the 
coming term would be to enforce the separa-

tion of powers in state government and bal-
ance the state budgets.

Jirovec-McArdell, 57, chair of the Minnesota 
chapter of the National Organization for the 
Reform of Marijuana Laws, is self-employed 
as a transcriptionist and photographer. A 
former emergency medical technician and 
chaplain, she is running for office to keep the 
legalization of marijuana in the forefront at 
the Capitol. 

House District 64A
DFL incumbent Kaohly Her, 47, is seeking 

her second term in the House. A graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison with 
a degree in Business Administration, she 
earned an MBA in International Management 
at Northeastern University in Boston. 

“My education and work experience have 
enabled me to hold leadership positions in 
the private, public and nonprofit sectors,” Her 
said. “I’ve been extremely blessed to have the 
experience and skills to dive deeply into policy 
work. My life experiences provide me with a 
lens that many legislators do not have. I am 
able to share views and perspectives that have 
long been missing from the legislative pro-
cess. (If re-elected) I will continue to work on 
education, housing, jobs and the environment 
as I did in my first term, but I will also work 
on the reform of health care, public safety and 

criminal justice.” 
Sherry Shack, a Republican from Merriam 

Park, will appear on the ballot, but since filing 
as a candidate, she has withdrawn from the 
race.

House District 64B
DFL incumbent Dave Pinto’s bid for a 

fourth term in the House is being challenged 
by Republican Georgia Dietz.

Dietz, 59, is retired after years of operating 
her own cleaning service. She served as chair 
of the District 64B Republican Party from 
2001-07 and as a Highland District Council 
board member from 2007-09. A graduate of 
Saint Catherine University with a degree in 
social work, Dietz said she is running for office 
because “we need leaders at the Capitol who 
will uphold the rule of law in our state. Our 
DFL leaders are fiddling while our cities burn. 
They’ve abdicated their responsibility to keep 
us safe. No reasonable person can believe that 
we don’t need policemen and policewomen. 
They are our heroes, not the enemy. 

“As a former small-business owner, I know 
how vital it is to live within one’s means,” 
Dietz said. “Taxpayers deserve a representa-
tive who will act as a steward of their money 
and of their trust. I’m committed to reining 
in state spending and reducing the regulatory 
burden on small businesses.”

Among Dietz’s priorities for the com-
ing term are solving the state budget deficit, 
protecting the lives of unborn children and 
defending the Second Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, “including the right to self-
defense,” she said. “Now more than ever, citi-
zens need advocates in the Legislature to de-
fend their constitutional rights.”

Pinto, 48, a prosecutor in the Ramsey Coun-
ty Attorney’s Office, graduated from Harvard 
University and earned a juris doctorate and 
MBA from the University of Virginia. 

“I’ve dedicated my life to public service,” 
Pinto said. “At the Capitol, I’ve led in the fight 
for gun safety, among many other issues. I’ll 
continue to lead for an agenda that lifts up 
families and communities. My top priority 
continues to be helping every child in Minne-
sota get off to a great start. When we do that, 
we all benefit. The best way to help young kids 
thrive is to support their families and com-
munities with paid leave, affordable housing, 
living-wage jobs, clean water and air, and ra-
cial equity.

“The upcoming legislative term will be 
challenging,” Pinto said. “It will also present 
an incredible opportunity to build a better 
Minnesota—one that allows every person in 
the state to thrive. I’m eager to continue to 
contribute to this work on behalf of our com-
munity.”

DFLers strive to maintain party’s hold on District 64

Erin Murphy Sharon Anderson Patricia Jirovec-McArdell Kaohly Her Georgia Dietz Dave Pinto



WEDNESDAY, september 30, 2020 	 myVILLAGER.com	 page 7

We Recommend Books.

Follow us on social media for suggestions 
nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

Curbside pickup and home delivery now available.
nextchapterbooksellers.com

38 S Snelling Ave | St. Paul    651/225-8989

Nov 17
Pre-order

Now!

$89*

Dr. B.L. Bomberg Dr. Tami Pham Dr. Noah Berge

  Exam, X-rays 
  & Basic 
  Cleaning for

FALL SPECIAL!

We’ve Moved!
New Place...New Name...Same Faces

* New patients only, deep cleaning additional charge. 
$298 value. Transferable. Please share with your family, 

friends and co-workers. Expires Nov. 30, 2020.

651-699-5600
hamlinefamilydental.com

1347 Larpenteur Avenue West
Saint Paul, MN 55113

$79*

By Jane McClure

Twenty-one small businesses, hous-
ing providers and organizations were 
awarded 2020 Neighborhood Sales 

Tax Revitalization (STAR) grants and loans by 
the Saint Paul City Council on September 2. 

The STAR board this summer recommend-
ed a total of $1.35 million be divided among 
16 projects. Mayor Melvin Carter added five 
projects to the list and reallocated $250,000 
in unspent fund balances to bring the total 
awarded to $1.60 million.

It has not been a typical year for the STAR 
program, which is funded by the city’s extra 
half-percent sales tax. The COVID-19 pan-
demic forced all STAR board meetings online.

Sixty projects were submitted by the April 
deadline, two of which were later withdrawn. 
The top-ranked project citywide was Elsa’s 
House of Sleep, 1441 University Ave. The fur-
niture store was awarded a $49,800 grant 
with an equal match to repair stucco, ceilings 
and floors, and install a new handicapped- 
accessible door and security cameras.

Ranked second was the Neighborhood De-
velopment Center, which received a $123,450 
grant and $41,150 loan to build a new incuba-
tor for up to six businesses at the northwest 
corner of University Avenue and Dale Street. 
The match is $13.3 million. The project is part 
of a development with Wellington Manage-
ment that will include affordable housing.

Placing third was NeighborWorks Home 
Partners, 533 N. Dale St., which received a 
$12,000 grant and has a $110,000 match to 
help low- to moderate-income homeowners 
replace their lead-based painted windows. 
To be eligible, owners of single- to four-unit 
dwellings must already be involved in a  
county window replacement program.

Ranked sixth was ESTHER Homes, which  
received a $17,600 grant and has a planned 
$17,600 match to rehabilitate a Saint Paul 
home. The transitional housing program is 
for pregnant women facing a crisis, so the ad-
dress of the property to be rehabilitated was 
not made public.

Ranked 12th was Sun Foods in the Uni-Dale 
Mall, 554 University Ave., which received a 
$75,000 grant and $75,000 loan to install 
new signs, replace windows, do tuckpoint-
ing and make parking lot repairs. The match 
is $150,000.

Ranked 14th was Firebox Saint Paul, 1585 
Marshall Ave. A $40,000 grant will be used 
to improve the grounds at the restaurant. The 
match is $10,000.

Ranked 16th was the Creative Enterprise 
Zone’s loan and grant program for small busi-
nesses in the West Midway area. The nonprof-
it’s request for a $100,000 grant and $100,000 
loan was trimmed by almost $40,000 by the 
STAR board and then restored by Carter.

Carter partially funded five projects that 
had been shut out. One is Springboard for 
the Arts’ work to redevelop a former auto 
dealership at 262 University Ave. into an arts  

center with a public park. Springboard sought 
a $100,000 grant with a $190,000 match for 
the project. A $50,000 grant was approved.

The Asian Economic Development Associa-
tion, 422 University Ave., sought a $205,000 
grant with an equal match for murals, facade 
improvements, two parklets, benches and 
other amenities. The project was awarded a 
$75,000 grant.

African Economic Development Solutions, 
1821 University Ave., sought a $200,000 grant 
with a $200,000 match for loans for business 
improvements citywide. A $75,000 grant was 
approved.

Several local projects missed out on fund-
ing. They included eight requests from busi-
nesses on West Seventh Street. Two came 
from Keg & Case Market, 928 W. Seventh. The 
West Seventh/Fort Road Federation submit-
ted a request for a proposed amphitheater. 
Clutch Brewing Company submitted a re-
quest for a second-story deck and staircase.

White Squirrel LLC was turned down in its 
bid for funds to convert the former West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation offices at 978 W.  
Seventh into a music venue. 

West Seventh Dental, which is planning 
a mixed-use building at West Seventh and 
Douglas Street, missed out on two funding re-
quests: one for the dental office and the other 
for the renovation of apartments that are part 
of the building.

Vine Park Brewing, 1254 W. Seventh St., 
saw its request for taproom and other build-
ing improvements rejected. Sibley Plaza’s Five 
Star Cafe, 2469 W. Seventh St., lost out on its 
bid for kitchen improvements. MyDog, a pro-
posed dog day care at 1324 W. Seventh, unsuc-
cessfully sought building renovation funds. 
RS Eden was turned down to fund a solar  
array on its building at 1362 W. Seventh.

Other local projects that were not approved 
for funding included Minnesota Museum of 
American Art’s renovation at 350 N. Robert 
St., Twin Cities Athletic Training at 400 N. 
Wabasha St., the J.J. Hill mural project for the 
school at 998 Selby Ave., and renovation of the 
1913 building at Central Baptist Church, 420 
Roy St., into office and retail space.

Council takes a shine to 21 requests 
for Neighborhood STAR grants, loans 

An amphitheater and other improvements at the 
Keg & Case Market (shown here when it opened in 
2018) missed out on funding. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Does al l  of  this t ime at home have you needinn  more space? 
 nterest rates are at historic lows and we can help you make 

a smart and safe move.  Let us use our years of  experience 
and knowledne to net you settled into a new home 

that works better for you.

Each Office  ndependently Owned and Operated

marti@reidellestey.combob@reidellestey.com
M A R T T  E S T E YBO B  R E T D E L L

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy 
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

594 Warwick Street -  $499,900

1735 Dayton Avenue -  $489,900 1705 Portland Avenue -  $999,900 

JUST
LISTED!

569 Miriam Street -  $359,000 

JUST
LISTED!

JUST
LISTED!

2048 Portland Avenue -  $524,900 1669 Saunders Avenue -  $429,900 

PRICE

REDUCED!

PRICE

REDUCED!
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VIEWPOINT
St. Stan’s Father Clay left indelible mark of Christian love

By Anne Murphy

Father John Clay was a cornerstone of compassion in Saint 
Paul’s West End neighborhood for 45 years, according to 
those who knew him. When the longtime pastor of Saint 

Stanislaus Catholic Church died on September 13 at the age of 
94, what he meant to the parishioners and other people of the 
surrounding neighborhood was readily apparent. 

“Father Clay’s theology was one of love,” said the Reverend 
Walter Wietzke, who retired recently as pastor of nearby Saint 
Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church. “Under him, Saint Stan’s 
became one of the most important places in the West Seventh 
neighborhood. He and his congregation were so welcoming.

“I first got to know Father Clay in 1982,” Wietzke said. “Our 
church was right across the street. We developed a friendship 
that was more than a friendship, and it made such a difference 
in our congregations. People think of Catholic and Lutheran 
churches as separate and exclusive, but we didn’t feel that way. 
When you hear about interfaith families, we were one in West 
Seventh.”

The two congregations participated together in educational 
programs, mission work and even worship. When Saint Mark 
was extensively damaged by fire in December 2014, Father 
Clay offered Saint Stan’s for the funeral that was scheduled at 
Saint Mark that day. “At the time, we had the Black congrega-
tion of the Free at Last Church of God in Christ worshipping 
with us, and we were all at Saint Stan’s for Christmas that 
year,” Wietzke said. 

Father Clay became pastor emeritus of Saint Stan’s in 2019 
when he was succeeded by Father Dennis Thompson. How-
ever, a reflection of Father Clay’s theology can still be found in 
the mission statement of the church: “Holy is any place where 
it is safe to tell your story. Holy is any place that creates justice. 
God’s doors are open to all.” 

“Father was the most compassionate, humble and accept-
ing person whose life message was all about peace and tran-
quility,” said Pat Heroff, Father Clay’s secretary and sacristan 
at Saint Stan’s for 25 years. “He’d always say, ‘Smile, God loves 
you.’ That’s a feeling he wanted everyone to experience.”

Longtime friend and personal physician Dr. Tim Rumsey 
called Father Clay an institution of kindness and inclusion in 
the neighborhood. “We both came to West Seventh in 1975,” 
Rumsey said, and they would at times refer a patient or a pa-

rishioner to the other man’s care. 
“I’d hear patients talking about Father Clay and how he was 

so welcoming and non-judgmental,” Rumsey said. “People 
who had otherwise felt unwanted and disenfranchised felt the 
opposite when they were at Saint Stan’s. Father Clay was holy, 
but not holier than thou. He made people feel valued. At his 
visitation, I saw a homeless man I knew. I delivered the man 40 
years ago, and he has struggled. He told me he was at the visi-
tation because Father Clay had been so helpful to him. Father 
Clay saw people with all kinds of needs, from mental health to 
loneliness to gender issues, and he always welcomed them.”

People from all over the Twin Cities came to Saint Stan’s to 
attend Father Clay’s masses, according to Rumsey. “He was 
the heart of the neighborhood,” he said. “His heart wasn’t 
just within the walls of Saint Stan’s either; the church and the 
neighborhood were intertwined for him. He resonated with 
people inside and out.”

Father Clay was devoted to the belief that everyone should 

be loved equally and that everyone deserved help when need-
ed, according to Eme Linnick. Described as Father Clay’s “vir-
tual daughter” by parishioners, Linnick met the priest 25 years 
ago when she was going through a dark time in her life. After 
more than two decades of friendship, Linnick became Father 
Clay’s care adviser and power of attorney as his health deterio-
rated from dementia. Last year, she helped him move into the 
Willows of Ramsey Hill for memory care. 

“He loved the Willows,” Linnick said. “He took joy in the 
small things around him. He had a beautiful mind, and it 
stayed beautiful even as his health declined. He loved looking 
at the clouds and the trees. He took comfort in saying his favor-
ite prayer, the Irish Blessing.”

Born in Des Moines and raised in New Ulm, Father Clay had 
an Irish mother, according to Linnick. “She told him ‘Smile 
and the whole world will smile with you.’ That was deeply en-
trenched,” she said.

Father Clay saw people as equals who should be treated as 
equals, according to Linnick. “The person who needed to ask 
for money was equal to the person who was able to make a 
contribution,” she said. “He believed you shouldn’t expect re-
spect because you’re a priest. You should earn respect by being 
a good man.

 “Saint Stan’s was full of people who felt they didn’t have 
anyplace else to go,” Linnick said. “They saw that they were 
welcome there. He authentically and deeply cared about peo-
ple. He was accessible and accepting.” 

Less than a year before Father Clay stepped down as Saint 
Stan’s pastor, Saint Paul author Patricia Hampl, who grew up 
in the West End, learned of his welcoming manner and inclu-
sive ways. “I became a member of Saint Stan’s when the Poor 
Clare’s in Bloomington, where I’d gone to Mass for 35 years, 
closed their monastery and moved to Rochester,” she said. “I 
went up after my first Mass at Saint Stan’s and introduced my-
self to Father Clay. He was instantly approachable. I told him 
I’d been baptized at Saint Stan’s in 1946 and this was my first 
time back. I expected some astonishment on his part, but he 
just smiled that serene smile and said, ‘Well, welcome back.’”

Father Clay was “very much about forgiveness,” Hampl said. 
“He radiated forgiveness. You got the feeling he couldn’t pass 
judgment. And it wasn’t that he was just an optimist. It was 
simple but not simplistic. He never let go of seeing the beauty 
in life because he loved everyone.”

Parishioners of Saint Stanislaus Catholic Church gathered around 
their pastor, Father John Clay, in June 2016.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

A bus stop too far
According to Metro Transit’s mission statement, it desires 

to deliver convenient service. However, beginning on 
September 12, it chose to have the No. 63 bus stop only at 
every other corner—for “faster travel,” according to the signs 
put up on the corners where the buses no longer stop. This 
certainly is far from convenient for the elderly and disabled. 
Do the people who make these decisions even ride the No. 
63 bus? No surveys were distributed on the bus to get a 
consensus of the riders’ feelings about such an idea.

I’ve ridden this bus for more than 65 years, and never have 
I heard a complaint about the service being slow. What’s the 
real reason? Why fix a bus stop system that wasn’t broken? 
If Metro Transit wanted to work on something, why didn’t it 
focus on additional safety for riders? Metro Transit needs to 
remove the word “convenient” from its mission statement, 
for presently nothing could be further from the truth. Please 
reconsider this action, Metro Transit.

Betsy Turner
Summit Hill

If you can’t beat ’em...
In the September 16 Villager Inbox, Stephen Anderson 

writes that his once tranquil evenings are now ruined 
by the intrusive noises of the informal basketball games 
being played on the newly installed court at Highland Park 
Elementary School. He clearly wants it stopped, asks if 
something can be done and then asks, “is anyone else the 
same bundle of frayed nerves?”

Yes, more people are suffering from anxiety and stress these 
days than they probably care to admit. Our country, with its 
burning red skies and hurricane floods, its angry protests and 
angrier counterprotests, its plague and death, is a breeding 
ground for fear and grief and utter despair. And it’s awfully 
easy to project that anger onto things that are really not that 

big a deal.
For goodness’ sake, let’s not get to the point where we can’t 

see the good. Those noisy kids playing their pickup basketball 
game are doing exactly what other cranky adults have been 
yammering at them to do for years: They’re getting off the 
Internet and doing something physical. They’re having fun, 
for crying out loud. And in many more densely populated 
areas of the country, people have learned to coexist with 
varying noise levels. 

What can be done? Smile at them. Wave. Applaud when a 
basket is made. If you’re able, join them! (They say physical 
activity calms frayed nerves.) At the very least, consider for 
the moment that the basketball players are doing something 
positive and fun. 

Yeah, they could tone down their language a little and pick 
up after themselves. What kid can’t? But their blood pressure 
is probably much lower than yours right now, and playing 
games together instead of filing grievances might just be the 
way we can build this country back up. 

Robin Johnson
Highland Park

Take a stand for what you value 
The concept of values has been lost somewhere along the 

way, or perhaps it has been placed on a shelf. I’m calling on 
all of us, myself included, to bring it back. What do you value? 
Have you asked yourself that lately? Have you taught your 
children or other youngsters the importance of strong values? 
Maybe you’ve thought about it, but felt it’s too old-fashioned, 
or perhaps you assume children know what you value 
because you already live according to what you value. 

Take a moment to write down all that you value. Place 
them in order, with the highest value at the top of the list. 
There are no rules for how many values you come up with—
in fact, the more the better. If you have children, go over 
the list with them. Encourage them to add to the list and 
acknowledge what is at the top of the list. The first one is the 
strongest. It is what you consider the most precious. This is 
what you honor. Everything underneath holds importance, 

but the other values cannot even exist without honoring the 
first. Now, tape the list to the fridge. 

We honor our values by sticking to them no matter what 
situation we find ourselves in. This is conviction. Conviction 
is important because it reminds us and others that sitting on 
the fence or being lukewarm doesn’t happen when values are 
truly honored. When we’re lukewarm, we aren’t honoring the 
most important value in our life. 

Once freed from riding the fence, you’ll find yourself 
honoring your highest value and standing up for the rest. And 
when we honor what we value, we show who we truly are 
and what we’re willing to stand up for. 

We’re living in unprecedented times. We’re experiencing 
a lot of evil being uprooted and exposed and, at the same 
time, a lot of good overcoming evil. We all get to make choices 
in life, to stand up for what’s good and right or to remain 
lukewarm and accept evil. Take a stand and do not hesitate to 
stand up for your values. 

Diane Smith
Forest Lake

Vote for Levine in Mendota Hts.
I have seen a lot of candidates over my 16 years living in 

Mendota Heights, and I am thrilled we have the opportunity 
to elect Stephanie Levine to be our next mayor. Besides 
bringing a wealth of leadership experience, including service 
as chair of our city’s Parks and Recreation Commission and as 
a member of the District 197 School Board, Stephanie is kind, 
approachable, honest and always willing to step in and help 
our community. 

We have experienced a good run for many years in our 
city, but we are going to have tough times ahead. We need a 
leader who specializes in budgets and finance. Stephanie is an 
actuary. She has advocated for our community at the county 
and state levels. We need this experience to keep our taxes 
low and preserve our city’s character. Please join me in voting 
for Stephanie Levine on November 3. 

Julie Sullivan Caron
Mendota Heights

INBOX
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“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust” CALL FOR IN HOME ESTIMATE

www.snellingcompany.com
National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2019

    $29 OFF  
A 21 Point Peak

                                           Performance Checkup 

         FREE     
Second

                         Opinion! 

ALL WINTER LONG WITH A NEW TRANE FURNACE!
We use CDC recommended health and safety measures to protect both our customers and our employees.

STAY COMFORTABLE
Offer good through 10/15/2020 at Snelling Company.  Please present coupon  

at time of service.  Not valid with any other coupons, special, or offers. 

Offer good at Snelling Company.  
Please present coupon at time of service.  Not valid with any other offers. 

Terms and conditions apply. Subject  to 
credit approval. Contact dealer for details.

651-646-7381

 
Make Sure Your Furnace is Operating at Peak Performance!

on any Furnace Repair including 
cracked heat exchangers!

Replace your old Furnace with a New 
Trane today and make NO PAYMENTS 
& pay NO INTEREST FOR 1 YEAR!

By Janet Lunder Hanafin

Civil unrest, a global pandem-
ic and the need for regular 
COVID-19 testing “were not 

on my radar when I was dreaming 
what it would be like to come here 
and be president at Macalester,” 
said Dr. Suzanne Rivera. “Like every 
other college president in America, 
I’m meeting the moment as best I 
can, just putting one foot in front of 
the other.”

Rivera, who assumed her position 
on June 1, admitted that the job of-
fer she accepted last January is far 
different from the job she is doing 
now. That is not to say she was un-
prepared.

“I just had to step in with my 
experience and my instincts and 
to a certain degree my scholarly 
expertise in bioethics and my un-
derstanding of what it’s like to be a 
student, staff, faculty and alumna, 
and think about the perspectives of 
those constituencies,” she said.

Rivera described herself as a nat-
ural extrovert who had been looking 
forward to engaging with the col-
lege community and its neighbors 
in person. Her plan this spring was 
to make several trips to the Twin 
Cities with her husband, Ameri-
can literature scholar Dr. Michael 
Householder, visit the campus and 
introduce themselves to the com-
munity. The pandemic made that 
impossible. 

“On my first day, I was called 
upon to make very weighty deci-
sions about thorny matters with-
out the benefit of that relationship 
building and the chance to dem-

onstrate my trustworthiness to the 
community,” she said. “Every col-
lege has its own culture, and I’m 
having to learn the culture as I go. 
That’s making the transition more 
challenging.”

Everyone—from students to fac-
ulty, staff and parents—is under 
stress, feeling a little tender and 
brittle, according to Rivera. A big 
part of her job, she said, “is to pro-
mote the optimism and esprit de 
corps it’s going to take for us to get 
through this together.”

Rivera grew up in New York City 
and enrolled at Brown University 
in Rhode Island on a high-needs 
scholarship. “I struggled at first to 
find my footing in an elite environ-
ment at Brown,” she said. “I knew 
that I wanted to have some sort of 
impact on the world and address is-
sues of social inequality. I never had 
the audacity to imagine that I might 
someday be a college president.”

She earned a degree in American 
studies at Brown and credits her lib-
eral arts education there for the var-
ied career that led to the presidency 
of Macalester. “That preparation 
gave me the critical thinking skills, 
the effective communication skills, 
the problem-solving skills, the abil-
ity to work shoulder to shoulder 
with people who are different than 
I am,” she said.

Rivera met her future husband 
as a first-year student when the 
two of them co-founded a club for 
scholarship students at Brown. 
Since graduation, they have lived 
in Massachusetts, California, Texas 
and Ohio, following and support-
ing each other’s career paths. Rivera 

earned a master of social welfare de-
gree at the University of California-
Berkeley and a Ph.D. in public affairs 
at the University of Texas-Dallas. 
Along the way, she worked in fed-
eral anti-poverty programs.

Rivera began her career in higher 
education on the staff supporting 
research at UC-Irvine. Most recent-
ly, she was vice president of research 
and technology management and 
an associate professor of bioethics 
at Case Western Reserve University 
in Cleveland. It was there that she 
was encouraged to consider a po-
sition of higher leadership in aca-
demia. “I knew about Macalester’s 
excellent reputation, having been in 
higher education for 25 years,” she 
said.

Rivera credits Macalester’s pre-
vious president, Brian Rosenberg, 
with leaving a great legacy on which 
to build. Her initial goal is to expand 

the college’s commitment to inter-
nationalism by increasing the num-
ber and diversity of Macalester’s 
international students and creating 
new opportunities for students to 
study and serve abroad. 

Secondly, she plans to deepen 
and expand Macalester’s relation-
ships with other institutions in the 
Twin Cities area by encouraging 
college-community partnerships. 
Her third goal centers on develop-
ing Macalester’s commitment to 
inclusion and diversity by recruiting 
students and faculty from under-
represented ethnic groups and sup-
porting “all students, staff and fac-
ulty in a way that allows this to be 
a campus where everyone can flour-
ish,” she said.

Over the summer, Macalester 
worked on several racial justice 
initiatives. The college, joined by 
alumni, students, faculty, staff 
and friends, donated more than 
$40,000 to local organizations 
working for racial justice. It also es-
tablished the Minnesota Opportu-
nity Scholarship, a $250,000 fund 
to expand financial aid for students 
of color from Minnesota to attend 
Macalester.

However, like nearly every other 
college in the U.S., Macalester has 
had to adapt to the realities of CO-
VID-19. Rivera’s first months as 
president have been dominated by 

planning for the safe return of stu-
dents to campus. First-year and in-
ternational students have moved 
into the dorms, all in single rooms. 
Sophomores have been asked to 
stay at home and learn remotely 
until at least mid-October. Most ju-
niors and seniors are also living off 
campus.

Instead of a normal four-course 
semester, the first semester at Mac 
has been divided into two 71/2-week 
sessions. Students are taking only 
two courses per session to avoid 
classroom crowding. The fall term 
opened with two “quiet weeks” 
when all classes were online and 
every member of the campus com-
munity was tested for COVID-19. 
Since then, a number of classes have 
switched to a hybrid of remote and 
in-person learning. 

“The semester is going well,” 
Rivera said. “We’ve had very few 
COVID cases, and the students are 
taking seriously all the health pre-
cautions we’ve asked of them. I’m 
quite proud of the ethos of care.”

Harkening back to her undergrad-
uate years at Brown, Rivera said, 
“coming to Macalester feels like a 
return to that familiar environment 
that was so transformative for me. 
This is an incredibly challenging 
job, but also a very meaningful one. 
I wake up every morning energized 
to hit the ground running.”

Auspicious 
beginning
Macalester’s president Rivera 
demonstrates her mettle as 
she sets new goals for college

Macalester 
College’s new 
president, Dr. 
Suzanne Rivera. 
Photo by 
Brad Stauffer

Dr. Rivera’s first 
months as 

president have 
been dominated 
by planning for 
the safe return 

of students 
to campus. 
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NeighborCare
in-home support by Episcopal Homes

www.episcopalhomes.org/neighborcare

651-444-4000

If you or someone you know is looking for an alternative 
to assisted living, consider calling NeighborCare, a new 
kind of in-home support. Support is offered 24-hours 
a day through the push of a button and there is no 
minimum time requirement.

An alternative to 
assisted living

Information O�  ce 
Carondelet Center

1890 Randolph Ave, Ste 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105

LexingtonLanding.org

Hello from Lexington Landing, a new 
senior living community operated by the 
management arm of Presbyterian Homes & 
Services. Since 1955, during joyful times and 
hard times, PHS has been caring for older 
adults. We do our best to care for your loved 
ones like our own family—mothers, fathers, 
grandmas & grandpas. Despite the challenges 
facing our world, we rise up to fulfi ll our 
mission—to honor God by enriching the lives 
and touching the hearts of older adults.

Select fl oor plans still available for 
assisted living, memory care and 
senior apartments! 

HIGHLAND PARK
WINTER 2020 

SENIOR APARTMENTS   |   ASSISTED LIVING   |   MEMORY CARE

Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned By: J. A. Wedum Foundation   
Managed By: PHS Management, LLC

Call Dianna to set up a 
personal or virtual visit! 

651-432-4940
Experience Matters

HOME IMPROVEMENT

By Frank Jossi

A short stroll from the Missis-
sippi River, the 1925 home on 
Princeton Avenue had an old 

kitchen that the owners wanted to 
update along with much of the rest 
of the first floor. 

It would not be 
an easy project for 
contractor Ispiri 
Design-Build. The 
main floor of the 
stucco-clad home 
at 2230 Princeton 
Ave. had to be rei-
magined beyond 
the 230-square-
foot kitchen and 
breakfast nook 
to incorporate a 
family room. 

Those who 
want to check out 
the updated space 
will get their 
chance during the 
Parade of Homes 
Fall Remodelers Showcase. There 
will be 43 homes open for in-per-
son viewing during the tour, which 
will run from noon-6 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday, October 2-4. 

Colleen and Jon Frei bought the 
residence two years ago. “We knew 
early on at some point we wanted 
to combine the kitchen and family 
room,” Colleen said. “But we want-
ed to live in the house a while before 
figuring out what we wanted. So  it’s 
been on our radar for a while.”

The couple met Jamie Anderson, 
a design consultant and co-owner 
of Ispiri, at a home show and they 
liked his philosophy, Colleen said. 

Ispiri has done many remodeling 
jobs in local neighborhoods and An-
derson understood the couple’s de-
sire for a “casual space” where they 
could entertain friends and family.

The major challenge in the re-
modeling project involved remov-

ing a load-bearing 
wall separating 
the kitchen from 
the rest of the first 
floor, while seam-
lessly merging the 
kitchen’s design 
into the existing 
family room.

“We had to 
make sure we 
could open things 
up and move the 
wall to make the 
design work as 
the clients want-
ed,” Anderson 
said.

Ispiri installed a 
piece of structural 
timber in the at-

tic to carry the load once held up by 
the wall. To add more light, Ander-
son cut two openings and installed 
Marvin windows. The owners 
wanted the windows so they could 
view the Mississippi River valley, a 
perch they enjoy due to their home’s 
elevation above its neighbors to the 
west. 

“That brought in natural light to 
all spaces in the kitchen,” Anderson 
said.

Several other changes were made 
to improve the kitchen’s circula-
tion. Anderson retained an existing 
60-square-foot kitchen nook sitting 
area. “But we made it a little cozier 

and straightened the sightlines,” he 
said.

Ispiri replaced a small kitchen is-
land with a 4-by-7-foot version with 
a sink and plenty of space for food 
preparation. Custom-built cabinets 
that reflect the home’s 1920s charm 
are located on the walls and un-
derneath the island. Bianco Venato 
quartz covers the countertops, and 
a decorative white-and-gray back-
splash fills one wall. 

The Freis added a new micro-
wave, Samsung cooktop stove and 
venting hood, but kept their refrig-
erator and dishwasher. 

Anderson said older homes re-
quire tender loving care and im-
provements to spaces beyond the 
primary room of the project. In this 
case, that meant making sure the 
existing family room connected 
well with the new kitchen. Match-
ing finishes and streamlined floor-

ing brought the original and new 
areas together seamlessly. 

“Working on a nearly 100-year-
old home meant we had a lot of add-
ons and structural components that 
we had to work around and had to 
make sure things functioned well 
and flowed nicely,” Anderson said. 
“We also had to make the flow of the 
new space consistent with the exist-
ing home, which is important to a 
lot of our clients. They don’t want to 
walk into a kitchen and think that’s 
the only thing that’s been updated.”

Ispiri just put the finishing touch-
es on the project, and Colleen loves 
the result. 

“We like how open it is and how 
cohesive it is with the rest of the 
house,” she said. “We wanted to 
make sure it flowed from the more 
historic front part of the house to 
the kitchen. We’re really excited 
to have friends and family over for  

entertaining and socializing once 
social distancing is over.”

Admission to the Remodelers 
Showcase is free with the exception 
of two Dream Homes where a $5 fee 
will help support the Housing First 
Minnesota Foundation. 

Precautions have been added this 
fall so the public can safely visit the 
homes in person. All homes will 
have a maximum occupancy of 10 
people at a time, and wearing masks 
and maintaining social distanc-
ing will be required. Visitors will be 
asked to not touch surfaces or open 
cabinet doors, and all high-touch 
areas will be frequently sanitized.

For more information on the 
showcase, including an online 
guidebook and the updated safety 
policies, visit paradeofhomes.org. 
Free printed copies of the guide-
book are available at local Holiday 
Stationstores.

Going with the flow
Open concept in 1925 Mac-Grove 
home on view as part of fall tour

Colleen and Jon Frei take a break with dog Lexi in their Macalester-Groveland home that was opened up by Ispiri Design-Build. 
At left is their new breakfast nook. Their home is one of 43 on the Remodelers Showcase on October 2-4. Photos by Brad Stauffer 
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NEW PERSPECTIVE

Assisted Living | Memory Care

750 Mississippi River Blvd., St. Paul MN 55116

St. Paul’s 
 Best Senior 

Living! 
Virtual tours
also available

Yes! Now’s the Time      

 TO CONSIDER SENIOR LIVING. 

What’s holding you back?  
Learn more by calling Coleen at (612) 261-0657.  
She’ll help you compare the monetary, social and health  
costs of living at home versus living at New Perspective.

You may be tempted to think that older 
adults in a senior living community are bored 
and isolated in their apartments, but nothing can be further 
from the truth. Our residents are enjoying a carefree lifestyle 
safely socializing with friends and team members, dining on 
nutritious made-from-scratch meals, and they’re secure in 
knowing we have employed enhanced safety measures that 
would be difficult to implement at home.

Based on our 2020 Resident Satisfaction Survey of 782 residents

9 out of 10 
residents said they 
have a social life at  

New Perspective

9 out of 10 
residents said they 

feel safe at  
New Perspective

We were given a

4 out of 5
stars 

rating from our 
residents

By Jane McClure

After years of discussion, the Saint 
Paul City Council approved 
revised design standards for 

homes in the Highland Park and Macal-
ester-Groveland neighborhoods on Sep-
tember 23. District council members, 
builders, city staff and others involved 
in new construction or home additions 
are hoping the revisions mean fewer 
variance requests to the city’s Board of  
Zoning Appeals.

The changes constitute a comprehen-
sive update to a set of zoning regulations 
that were adopted by the city in 2015. 
The changes were brought forward at 
the time to address the growing trend of 
tearing down older homes in Highland 
and Mac-Groveland, and constructing 
larger houses and home additions that 
often dwarfed adjacent residences. 

Residents complained that the large 
new infill houses blocked light and air 
to adjacent yards, caused water runoff 
problems and did not fit the character of 
their neighborhood. They also felt that 
the teardowns and construction of larg-
er and more expensive “McMansions” 
adversely affected the city’s affordable 
housing stock.

The City Council received letters of 
support for the revisions from the High-
land and Macalester-Groveland district 

councils and a Highland resident. No 
one contacted the council in opposition. 
That is a stark contrast to the dozens of 
comments and the many people who at-
tended Planning Commission and City 
Council hearings when the design stan-
dards were first approved in 2015.

Ward 3 City Council member Chris 
Tolbert praised the changes and 
thanked city planner Mike Richardson 
for his years of work on them. Tolbert 
said the intent was to keep the protec-
tions that the design standards provide, 
while adding flexibility and reducing the 
number of variance requests.

The design standards are meant to ad-
dress issues including the height, mass-
ing and design details of new homes 
and large additions in the two neighbor-
hoods. That intent does not change with 
the revisions. However, shortly after the 
original standards were adopted, there 
were complaints that some regulations 
were either too strict or needed further 
clarity. BZA members complained that 
many variances were recommended for 
approval by the two district councils, 
and questioned why the regulations 
were even needed.

Both the Highland and Macalester-
Groveland district councils worked with 
Richardson over the past few years on 
the revisions. The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the changes 

in August.
The regulations approved on Septem-

ber 23 make several technical revisions. 
One change is to increase the height 
limit in single-family residential zon-
ing district from 22 feet to 24 feet. That 
would address issues created by the 
combination of modern truss systems 
and the smaller residential yards in both 
neighborhoods.

Another change that is expected to 
result in fewer district council and BZA 
reviews is that smaller projects can be 
reviewed by city staff.

More flexibility also is provided on 
what is considered to be sidewall articu-
lation. The requirements are meant to 
prevent large, flat expanses of wall space 
on new homes and large additions. The 
new standards change the requirement 
from “grade to eave” to at least one story 
starting at or below the first-floor. They 
also allow more options for sidewalk 
articulation, such as bays, building pro-
jections, roof line changes, chimneys,  
windows and other design features. 

City staff will get more say on what 
fits sidewalk articulation standards to 
create more consistency for approvals. 
Projects that maintain the same build-
ing footprint, such as a second-story 
addition, will be exempt from sidewall  
articulation requirements, but would 
have to meet other design standards.

Residential design standards relaxed

By Jane McClure

The 2021 property tax outlook 
is coming into sharper focus 
in Saint Paul. City and Ramsey 

County officials have set maximum lev-
ies with no increase over 2020. Mean-
while, the Saint Paul Public Schools is 
poised to adopt a maximum 5 percent 
increase in its levy following a Septem-
ber 22 review by the School Board.

Minnesota law requires local units of 
government to adopt a maximum prop-
erty tax levy by September 30 of the pre-
vious year. After that date, the levies may 
decrease but they cannot increase.

The Saint Paul City Council approved 
a maximum 2021 levy of $165.2 million 
on September 21, the same levy as in 
2020, to support a proposed city budget 
of $627 million, down $9.4 million from 
2020. Two days later, the council, acting 
as the Housing and Redevelopment Au-
thority (HRA) board, approved a maxi-
mum HRA levy of $4.55 million for 2021, 
also the same as in 2020.

The City Council’s votes on the maxi-
mum levies were unanimous. “It was 
the right thing to do,” said Ward 2 coun-
cil member Rebecca Noecker, given the 
economic hardship Saint Paul property 
owners are experiencing. The council 
has been hearing from constituents who 

cannot afford another property tax in-
crease. However, Noecker also expects 
the council to make changes to Mayor 
Melvin Carter’s proposed 2021 budget. 
She and other council members worry 
that the mayor’s proposed cuts to librar-
ies, parks and recreation are too deep. 

“I intend to do a lot of work in the 
weeks ahead to figure out how to sup-
port our families, specifically through 
our libraries and parks,” Noecker said. 
The coming year may be “the hardest 
budget year we’ll ever have,” she said.

Ward 7 council member Jane Prince 
called 2021 “the toughest budget dis-
cussion we’ve had in the years I’ve been 
paying attention,” including her service 
as a legislative aide in the council’s Ward 
4 office. Prince floated the idea on social 
media of a 3 percent levy increase as a 
way to avoid some of the more painful 
budget cuts. She ultimately support-
ed the zero levy increase, but said the 
mayor’s proposed budget “neglects to 
confront the truly difficult yet respon-
sible choices we must make as a city if 
we have any hope of continuing to serve 
the most vulnerable in our community  
during times of deep crisis.

“The cuts to parks and libraries are 
hurting the people who need them 
most, and that’s a huge problem during 
COVID and distance learning,” Prince 

said. “In times of economic hardship, the 
need for government services increases, 
and the needs this year are greater than 
they’ve ever been.”

The Ramsey County Board unani-
mously approved a general government 
levy and Regional Rail Authority levy for 
2021 with little discussion on Septem-
ber 15. The county will levy a maximum 
of $326 million next year, as it did this 
year, to support a proposed 2021 budget 
of $747.5 million, a 0.9 percent increase 
over 2020. The county’s 2021 Regional 
Rail Authority levy was set at a maxi-
mum of $27.57 million. That is a $1.6 mil-
lion or 6.2 percent increase over 2020.

The Saint Paul School Board is consid-
ering a proposed 2021 levy of $197 mil-
lion, which represents a $9.4 million or  
5 percent increase over 2020. 

The school district’s operating levy 
is set to increase from almost $71.7 mil-
lion in 2020 to almost $74.5 million in 
2021. The levy for pensions, benefits and 
contractual obligations would increase 
by $5.5 million, from $37.8 million in 
2020 to $43.4 million in 2021. The levy 
for district facilities shows a $657,000 
increase, from $74.2 to $74.9 million. 
The levy for community services, which 
includes early childhood family educa-
tion and community education, would 
increase from $3.8 to $4.2 million.

City, county, schools set maximum tax levies

Catherine Downey has been hired as the new general man-
ager for Mississippi Market Natural Foods Co-Op. She has 
been at the co-op since 1994 in roles ranging from cashier 
to operations manager, and has been the interim general  
manager since March. 

Gateway Bank, with offices at 745 Market St. in Mendota 
Heights as well as in Edina, recently made a $2,000 donation 
to Sheridan Story, a Twin Cities nonprofit organization that 
aids in the distribution of food to low-income households 
whose children are not in school and benefiting from subsi-
dized school lunch and breakfast programs. Sheridan Story 
works with 31 school districts in Minnesota and Western Wis-
consin. Since the Coronavirus pandemic began in the U.S., it 

has distributed more than 1 million meals. The donation from 
Gateway represents $25 for every new checking or savings ac-
count opened at the bank in July and August.

Medica will open a new office next year in the Wilder Foun-
dation building at 451 N. Lexington Pkwy. The Minnetonka-
based nonprofit health insurance provider is now hiring staff 
for its call center and claims operations there. “At Medica, 
we’re deeply committed to ensuring that opportunities for 
improved health and employment are available to the diverse 
population we are privileged to serve,” said Medica president 
and CEO John Naylor. As part of that strategy, Medica is ex-
ploring new partnerships with the Wilder Foundation and 
other local organizations to promote the health and economic 
stability of the Midway area, according to Medica spokes
person Keely Brenno.

Business Briefs

Merriam Park Repair
444 North Prior Avenue, 

St. Paul, MN, 55104
(651) 645-1443   |   www.merriamparkrepair.com

VISIT YOUR AUTHORIZED ECHO SERVICE DEALER TODAY!

At participating dealers only. Not valid with any other offers. 
Effective September 1, 2020 through October 31, 2020.

ECHO-USA.COM/NSE

$29999
 SALE 
PRICE

PB-580H

$30 OFF
        PB-580H OR PB-580T

• 58.2 cc professional-grade,  
2-stroke engine

• Posi-loc™ pipes provide secure 
connection

• Comfortable backrest and 
shoulder pads

MerriamParkRepair_ECHO_2020_NSE_PB-580_Vertical_Newspaper.indd   1 8/11/20   1:58 PM
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PB-580H

$30 OFF
        PB-580H OR PB-580T

• 58.2 cc professional-grade,  
2-stroke engine

• Posi-loc™ pipes provide secure 
connection

• Comfortable backrest and 
shoulder pads
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_
The PILLARS Senior Living
Life as it should be

Choose your new home today! 
Pick from independent living, assisted living 
or memory care. Enjoy award-winning 
intergenerational programing with 
The Pillars Child Care.

NOW OPEN

©2020 Fairview Health Services 900195

The following crime incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 1300 block of East Maynard 
Drive at 3:14 p.m. Monday, September 7.

Burglary—Commercial burglaries were 
committed on the 900 block of South Lexing-
ton Parkway on September 4, the 2500 block of 
West Seventh Street on September 8, and the 
2300 block of West Seventh on September 13.

—A burglary was reported on the 400 
block of South Snelling Avenue at 10:06 a.m. 
Monday, September 14.

Theft—Items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on Boh-
land Avenue and Macalester Street on Sep-
tember 4, the 2500 block of Crosby Farm Road 
on September 7, and Hidden Falls Drive and 
Mississippi River Boulevard on September 10.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 1700 
block of Field Avenue on September 5, the 700 
block of South Snelling Avenue on September 
7, the 2000 block of Ford Parkway on Septem-
ber 10, the 1500 block of Saint Paul Avenue on 
September 11, the 1200 block of East Maynard 
Drive on September 12, and the 2000 block of 
Thure Avenue on September 14.

Arson—Arson was reported on the 1700 
block of Hartford Avenue at 7:17 p.m. Sunday, 
September 13.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-

ported on the 1100 block of University Avenue 
at 5:02 a.m. Monday, September 14.

—A residential burglary was reported on 
the 1100 block of Ashland Avenue at 7:50 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 16.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
gun was reported on the 1100 block of Selby 
Avenue at 12:28 a.m. Thursday, September 10.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A store was robbed at gunpoint 

on the 1500 block of Randolph Avenue at 2:02 
a.m. Saturday, September 12. 

Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-
ported on the 1100 block of Randolph Avenue 
at 6:38 a.m. Sunday, September 6.

—Residential burglaries were reported 
on September 13 on the 300 block of South 
Cleveland Avenue and on the 1400 block of 
Lincoln Avenue.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 1200 block of Goodrich Avenue on Sep-
tember 4, the 1400 block of Jefferson Avenue 
on September 6, the 400 block of Brimhall 
Street on September 8, and two vehicles on the 
1800 block of Grand Avenue on September 14. 

—Items valued at more than $1,000 were 
reported stolen from vehicles on the 1100 
block of Edgcumbe Road on September 4, the 
200 block of Saratoga Street on September 16, 
and on Finn Street near Grand Avenue on Sep-
tember 16. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
knife was reported on Prior and Saint Clair  
avenues at 8:02 p.m. Monday, September 7. 

Mendota Heights
Robbery—A male suspect stole money 

from a store register on the 2000 block of 
Dodd Road at 7:56 p.m. Sunday, September 13.

Burglary—A residential burglary was re-
ported on the 600 block of Marie Avenue at 
7:23 a.m. Friday, September 18.

Theft—Four catalytic converters were re-
ported stolen on the 1000 block of Northland 
Drive at 12:46 p.m. Wednesday, September 9.

—Three computers, backpacks and other 
items were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1300 block of Highway 13 at 5:28 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 9. 

—The motor was stolen from a boat on the 
1000 block of Highway 13 during the evening 
of September 14-15.

Merriam Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on Dayton Avenue and Fry Street at 
10:15 a.m. Wednesday, September 16. 

—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 
Cleveland and Selby avenues at 10:40 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 16.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 2100 block of Marshall Avenue on Sep-
tember 4, the 1700 block of Selby Avenue on 
September 6, the 1800 block of Marshall on 
September 8, the 400 block of Pierce Street 
on September 11, and the 1900 block of Laurel  
Avenue on September 12. 

Snelling-Hamline
Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen 

on the 1300 block of University Avenue on 
Wednesday, September 9.

Summit Hill
Burglary—Commercial break-ins were re-

ported on the 1000 block of Grand Avenue on 
September 15 and the 800 block of Grand on 
September 16.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 
900 block of Grand Avenue on September 4, 
the 600 block of Summit Avenue on September 
7, two vehicles on the 1200 block of South Lex-
ington Parkway on September 8, the 200 block 
of South Dunlap Street on September 8, the 
500 block of Grand on September 12, the 900 
block of Goodrich Avenue on September 13, 

and the 1100 block of Grand on September 16. 
— Several items valued at more than $1,000 

were reported stolen from vehicles on Lexing-
ton Parkway and Osceola Avenue on Septem-
ber 10, and the 1000 block of Lincoln Avenue 
on September 14. 

Summit-University
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 800 block of Dayton Avenue at 
8:09 p.m. Tuesday, September 8.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 100 block of North Western Avenue on 
September 4, the 300 block of Laurel Avenue 
on September 11, and the 400 block of Selby 
Avenue on September 12.

—Two vehicles were reported stolen on the 
900 block of Marshall Avenue on September 
7. A vehicle also was reported stolen on the 
600 block of Dayton Avenue that same day.  

West End
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on West Seventh and Chestnut streets 
at 1:40 a.m. Sunday, September 13.

Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-
ported on the 700 block of Randolph Avenue 
at 3:22 a.m. Sunday, September 6.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
Chestnut Street and Shepard Road on Sep-
tember 4, the 1700 block of Benson Avenue on 
September 6, and the 700 block of Armstrong 
Avenue on September 11.

—Two vehicles were reported stolen on the 
700 block of Randolph Avenue on September 
9. Vehicles also were reported stolen on the 
1900 block of West Seventh Street on Septem-
ber 15 and the 200 block of Grand Avenue on 
September 15. 

Crime Report
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we know the 
way home

651.228.9102     
authconst.com

740 Grand Ave
mn license #Bc005210

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 Drycleaning
          Some exclusions, expires 10/31/20. 
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By Anne Murphy

For his new novel, Alix Jans found wis-
dom in the words of acclaimed author 
Toni Morrison: “If there’s a book you 

want to read but it hasn’t been written yet, 
then you must write it.”

“That’s exactly what I did, and I hope oth-
ers will want to read it too,” said Jans of his 
book, Amandla. 

Amandla means “power” in South Africa, 
where Jans was born and raised during the 
time of apartheid, the socio-
political system that for de-
cades separated the races in 
that country and ended largely 
through the efforts of Nelson 
Mandela. 

For the novel, Jans used a 
pen name rather than his given 
name: Anton van der Merwe. 
The pen name honors his fore-
bears who left France for South 
Africa. “It’s a French Huguenot 
name,” he said, referring to the 
Protestants who fled religious 
persecution by the Catholic 
Church in 17th-century France. 
“My ancestors on my mother’s side were 
among 200 French Huguenots who fled to 
South Africa.”

Jans, a longtime resident of Highland Park, 
followed a friend to the U.S. “We’d gradu-
ated law school in South Africa together,” he 
said. “We both went to the U.K. for post-grad 
studies. He met his future wife, a student from 
Saint Paul, while at Oxford. We both later at-
tended William Mitchell (now Mitchell Ham-
line) College of Law on Summit Avenue and 
then joined Twin Cities law firms. I met my 
wife on a skyway in downtown Minneapolis.”

 The inspiration for Amandla came at the 
beginning of the millennium, Jans said. “It 
was Y2K, the world as we knew it was about 
to end,” he said, recalling the widespread con-
cern that the turnover to the year 2000 would 

wreak havoc with computers around the 
world. Though Jans did not expect the world 
to end, he remembers thinking, “‘What would 
I leave behind?’ So I made a New Year’s resolu-
tion to write a book about my country of ori-
gin as a legacy for my daughters.”

It took six years for Jans to find an entry 
point into the book he wanted to write. That 
was followed by another 13 years of writing 
at night and whenever else he could find the 
time in his busy family life. 

Jans’ epiphany came while reading a news-
paper article about a gun Man-
dela had hidden on a farm near 
Johannesburg. The farm was 
Mandela’s hideout in the early 
1960s while planning the over-
throw of the South African re-
gime. However, the pistol was 
never found, according to the 
article.

Mandela, who led the armed 
struggle against apartheid, was 
subsequently arrested and im-
prisoned for 27 years. On his 
release, he continued to work 
for social justice, was elected 
president of South Africa and 

was eventually awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Jans was among the thousands who 
welcomed Mandela in Cape Town when he 
was freed in 1990. 

“Once I had the idea of Mandela’s buried 
gun from a 2006 BBC interview he gave, the 
broad outline of the book began to form,” Jans 
said. It would have to include Mandela, and 
that meant it would have to include the story 
of apartheid. And the story of apartheid could 
not be told without telling the story of the 
Afrikaaner people—the descendants of the 
Dutch, German and French immigrants who 
landed on the southern tip of Africa in the 17th 
century and headed out into the unknown in-
terior of South Africa where they encountered 
the various native peoples like the Zulu and 
the Xhosa. 

“It’s a story much like the early American 
settlers from Europe who headed west into 
the vast interior where they encountered the 
various indigenous American peoples,” Jans 
said. “I relied on the historical narrative to 
guide my plot, inserting fictional characters to 
make the story accessible and hopefully com-
pelling and entertaining. 

“The most difficult part of the writing was 
the fact that half of my protagonists were 
from the Mandela family, and Nelson Mande-
la is not only a non-fictional character but an 
international icon, his story well-known and 
documented. I was careful to treat his life with 
the greatest respect and do no injustice to his 
legacy. The challenge was not only to weave 
my fiction into Mandela’s life, but to create 
fictional lives for his father and grandfather 
that were credible despite my having no re-
cord of his grandfather’s life and finding only 
passing references to his father’s. 

In his three-generation saga, Jans’ char-
acters engage in historical battles, witness 
genocide in both Black and Afrikaaner con-
centration camps, and experience the perils 
of laboring in gold mines, the rise of apartheid 
and the tragic misunderstanding that leads 
to an assassination attempt on Mandela with 
his once hidden gun. 

“Mandela’s Gun was the working title of the 
book for the longest time,” Jans said. “But the 

novel became broader in scope and ultimately 
morphed into a saga of power, freedom and 
the rise of apartheid. ‘Amandla: Ngawethu’ is 
the signature political-resistance chant of the 
ANC (African National Congress), used fre-
quently by Mandela himself. It means, ‘Pow-
er: It shall be ours.’

“The most joyous part of the writing pro-
cess was when I visited South Africa in De-
cember 2019 as part of my research, and took 
my college-age daughter with me for her first 
visit,” Jans said. “It was a special time for both 
of us, and a delight to have her experience 
firsthand many of the sites I write about.

“It’s my hope that those for whom the story 
of South Africa begins and ends with Nelson 
Mandela and apartheid will read Amandla 
and discover a more complex and nuanced 
story of the struggle for freedom and power,” 
Jans said. “Whether on an individual or na-
tional level, the quest for freedom and self-
determination, while fraught with sacrifice, 
is universal and transcends all boundaries. 
But the quest for power, while no less univer-
sal, is fraught with danger, for power tends to 
corrupt and all too often leads to a desire for 
absolute power, which corrupts absolutely, as 
(British historian) Lord Acton once said.”

Amandla is available in paperback, eBook 
and audiobook. For more information, visit 
alixjans.com.

Apartheid revisited
Jans pens novel about the struggle 
for power and freedom in S. Africa

South African-born author Alix Jans has written a historical novel set in the days of apartheid. 
Photo by Brad Stauffer
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Theater
Sweetland: The Musical will be streamed 
online from October 9-22 by the History 
Theatre. Written by Perrin Post and Laurie 
Flanigan Hegge with music by Dina Macca
bee and choreography by Joe Chvala, the 2017 
production tells of a German woman who 
immigrates to America to marry a bachelor 
farmer sight unseen in the years following 
World War I. It is based on a film by the same 
name by Ali Selim and on Will Weaver’s short 
story “A Gravestone Made of Wheat.” For 
tickets, visit historytheatre.org.

Wilson’s Girl, a work in progress based 
on the memoir Packinghouse Daughter by 
Cheri Register, will be presented online 
from October 2-8 in a staged reading by the 
History Theatre. Playwright Eva Barr adapted 
this emotional recounting of the 1959 
Wilson meatpacking strike in Albert Lea. The 
production is part of “Raw Stages,” a series of 
reading of new scripts by Minnesota artists. 
The Zoom program includes the reading, a 
short interview with the creative team and a 
live discussion with the audience. Tickets are 
$15-$50. Visit historytheatre.com. 

Exhibits
“1.5,” an exhibit by seven artists from South
east Asia who arrived in the U.S. as children 
and their descendants, is on display through 
January 3 in the sidewalk and skyway 
windows of the Minnesota Museum of 
American Art, 350 Robert St. A conversation 
among Chanida Phaengdara of the Southeast 
Asian Diaspora Project and participating 
artists Kat Eng, Van Hai, Chantala Kommani
vanh, Sisavanh Phouthavong and Xee Reiter 
will be presented online from 6:30-8 p.m. 
Thursday, October 8. Visit mmaa.org. 

“Gone but Never Forgotten: Remembering 
Those Lost to Police Brutality,” a juried 
exhibit of 28 quilts honoring those who 
have been killed due to the negligence 
of law enforcement officers, is on view 
through December 24 in the Joan Mondale 
Gallery of the Textile Center, 3000 
University Ave. SE. in Minneapolis. The 
exhibit is curated by Carolyn Mazloomi , 
cofounder of the Women of Color Quilters 
Network. Admission is free, but reservations 
may be required. The exhibitions may also be 
viewed online. Visit textilecentermn.org or 
call 612-436-0464.

Landmark Center has reopened to the 
public to browse its exhibits and peruse its 
historic architecture. Visitors may reserve 
a 90-minute slot.  Entry times are 11 a.m., 1 
and 3 p.m. on Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays and noon and 2 p.m. on Sundays. 
For reservations, call Jenny at 651-292-3237 
at least 30 minutes prior to arrival or by 
noon on Friday for Sunday tours. Visitors 
must wear face masks and observe physical 
distancing. Touchless sanitation stations 
will be available. Landmark Center staff will 
regularly sanitize high-touch surfaces.

Solidarity Street Gallery, an exhibit by 
more than 50 artists, will be held on October 
1-3 at close to 20 sites along Payne Avenue 
between Maryland Avenue and Hopkins 
Street. Some sites are art studios or galleries, 
but most are storefronts, outdoor walls and 
parking lots. Children’s activities, live music, 
skateboarding demonstrations, interactive 
poetry and a photo contest will also be 
featured. The event will run from 5-9 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday and from 1-10 p.m. on 
Saturday. Face masks are required. PPE and 
hand sanitizers will be available. To see the 
virtual exhibit, visit solidarystreetgallery.org.

Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd., will reopen to the public on October 
1. Visitors can tour such exhibits as “First 
Avenue: Stories of Minnesota’s Mainroom” 
and “Prince: Before the Rain.” New hours are 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 
and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. Entry will be 
limited to maintain physical distancing. 
Admission is $8-$12, free to members of the 
Minnesota Historical Society. For reserva
tions, call 651-259-3015 or visit mnhs.org/
historycenter.

Weisman Art Museum, 333 East River Pkwy. 
in Minneapolis, will reopen to the public on 
October 1. Among the featured exhibitions 
are “Harriet Bart: Abracadabra and Other 
Forms of Protection” through November 
29; “More is More: The Lyndel and Blaine 
King Collection” through February 14, 2021; 
and “The Persistence of Mingei: Influence 
Through Four Generations of  Ceramic 
Artists” through March 21, 2021. New hours 
are noon-5 p.m. Thursday through Sunday. 
Admission is free and reservations are 
not required, although no more than 120 
people will be allowed in the museum at 
one time (25 percent capacity). Face masks 
are required and physical distancing is 
encouraged. Visit wam.umn.edu.

Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host online discussions with 
authors Joseph Tachovsky and Cynthia 
Kraack and their history, 40 Thieves on 
Saipan: The Elite Marine Scout-Snipers in One 
of WWII’s Bloodiest Battles, at 7 p.m. Friday, 
October 2; Scott Dominic Carpenter and 
his memoir, French Like Moi: A Midwesterner 
in Paris, 7 p.m. Friday, October 9; Thomas 
Maltman and his novel, The Land, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 13; William Souder and 
Mad at the World, his biography of John 
Steinbeck, 7 p.m. Wednesday, October 14; and 
David Leavitt and his novel, Shelter in Place, 7 
p.m. Thursday, October 15. The programs are 
free. To register, visit nextchapterbooksellers.
com or call 651-225-8989.

Mindy Greiling will discuss her new 
memoir, Fix What You Can: Schizophrenia 
and a Lawmaker’s Fight for Her Son, in free 
online programs at 1 p.m. Thursday, October 
8 (to register, visit z.umn.edu/greiling-
launch); at 7 p.m. Wednesday, October 14 
(visit subtextbooks.com); and at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 20 (visit rclreads.org). 
The book chronicles Greiling’s efforts as a 
legislator to address problems in Minnesota’s 
mental health system, including insufficient 
funding for care and research and obstacles 
to parental access to information.

Film
The MSP Film Society’s eighth annual Cine 
Latino Film Festival will return from October 
15-22 as an online showcase of the best new 
U.S. Latino, Latin American and Iberian 
narrative and documentary films. More than 
two dozen films from 11 countries will be 
screened. For a festival schedule or to access 
the films, visit mspfilm.org. Tickets go on sale 
to the general public on October 1.

Music
The men’s vocal ensemble Cantus will 
present online from October 2-4 “There Lies 
the Home,” a concert honoring the courage, 
yearning and despair of those who travel the 
high seas seeking opportunity or adventure, 
fleeing persecution or being held captive. 
Tickets are priced at what you can afford 
with a suggestion of $20 per household. Visit 
cantussings.org.

Highland Park Harmonies, a family-friendly 
concert, will be held from 1-6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, October 10, at the Highland Park 
Pavilion, 1200 Montreal Ave. Four bands 
will perform: Sawyer’s Dream from 1-2 p.m.; 
Oh Sister, 2:30-3:30 p.m.; Foragers/Cabin of 
Love, 4-5 p.m.; and Funk N Spuds, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Refreshments will be available from 
Potter’s Pasties. Donations of food will also 
be collected for Secondhand Harvest.

Religion
Modern Zionism and the Pro-Israel Voice 
on Campuses will be addressed by Valeria 
Chazin of Students Supporting Israel in an 
online program from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 4. The free program is 
sponsored by Or Emet, a congregation for 
humanistic Judaism. A Sukkot celebration 
will follow. To register for the virtual pro
gram, email president@oremet.org. 

The Biblical Temple: Where Man Meets 
God will be discussed in a six-week Bible 
study from 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays, October 
6 through November 10, in the gymnasium 
at Saint Mark’s Church, 1954 Marshall Ave. 
Led by Deacon David Hottinger, the program 
will delve into what Scripture says about 
the various temples in salvation history and 
its implications for Christians. The cost is 
$10 per person. COVID precautions will be 
taken. A livestream option is also available. 
To register, visit OneStrongFamily.org/
biblestudy or call 651-645-5717. 

Minnesota author William Souder will discuss 
his new biography of novelist John Steinbeck on 
October 14. For details, see Books listing.

There are a lot of important election issues this fall.
But only two of them have a deadline.

UPCOMING GENERAL ELECTION ISSUES:    
October 14 & 28
Reserve ad space: October 8 & 22
For information call Gary at 651-699-1462 or
e-mail gball@myvillager.com
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SPORTS
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Prep football 
returns for fall

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve been hearing 
a lot about the “new normal” for months. But in a 
way, athletics got out ahead of the curve. Pro hockey 

and pro basketball found a way to restart their seasons in a 
bubble during the summer and are now in the homestretch 
of their seasons. Major League Baseball experienced some 
early bumps, but eventually found a way to get back on the 
field and will start postseason play this week, with the Twins 
among the expanded 16 qualifying teams.

Even the money-mad NFL partially gave in to the pandemic 
by scrapping the preseason, forcing sideline coaches to wear 
facemasks or face fines, and allowing individual teams to 
decide if they were going to allow fans in the stadiums. 

College athletics reacted predictably along divisional lines. 
Division II and III schools pushed fall sports to the spring 
with the hope that the winter sports season can start around 
January 1. However, Division I colleges couldn’t resist the 
pleas of parents, boosters, players and coaches. Schools like 
the University of Minnesota, missing the cash it would’ve 
gotten from playing early football games, eliminated some 
sports to help plug the revenue drain. Then when others 
started playing football, the Big 10 gave into the pressure, 
rescheduling games to start next month, and thus reopening 
the money spigot.

Sports like soccer, cross-country and volleyball that cost DI 
schools money to run remain dormant. 

At the high school level, the Minnesota State High 
School League (MSHSL) cautiously started with an August 
compromise that allowed soccer, cross-country, girls’ tennis 
and girls’ swimming teams to compete, but moved football 
and volleyball to the spring.  

The science regarding how COVID-19 spreads hasn’t 
changed. However, as colleges began to resume playing 
football and every state around Minnesota began to play high 
school games, the pressure mounted. On September 21, the 
MSHSL relented and we’ll now have abbreviated prep football 
and volleyball seasons starting in October.

The workloads of high school athletic directors just 
increased tenfold. Take Saint Thomas Academy’s Dan 

wright call  c16

Kicking it up a notch
Highly ranked Vis soccer team comes on strong

By Bill Wagner

Like many coaches, Jay Miller is not 
shy about reaching into his moti-
vational toolbox to get his team 

pulling together in the right direction.
The Visitation soccer coach wasn’t 

pleased with some of his players just 
before a home game on September 24 
against Richfield. It seems that a handful 
of them were a little late for the Blazers’ 
pregame warmups. 

“We need to be working together as 
a group,” he said. “If we’re going to ac-
complish anything, we need to check 
our egos at the door.”

By the time the Richfield game was 
in the books, Miller would’ve felt safe in 
saying, “Point taken.”

After a slow start that saw the Spar-
tans score the first goal, Visitation came 
to life and thoroughly dominated the 
second half to claim a 6-1 victory. Any 
hint of complacency on the part of the 
Blazers was nowhere to be found.

Of course, Visitation is a very good 
team. It had a 6-1 record through Sep-
tember 24 and was ranked among the 
top five teams in the state in Class A. Its 
only loss so far was 3-1 to undefeated 
Holy Angels in game two. 

Miller said his squad was set to play 
Holy Angels again during the regular 
season and perhaps in the postseason 
since they’re in the same section. He’s 
banking on his players learning from the 
experience.

“We were in it,” Miller said about the 
loss to the Stars, “but we need to finish 
better. We really haven’t had a signa-
ture win yet. I was hoping that the Holy  
Angels game would be one.”

Still, there really hasn’t been much be-
yond that for Miller to complain about. 
The Blazers routed Fridley 5-0 the same 
week as the Richfield game and had out-
scored their opponents 33-4 through the 
first seven contests. 

The Richfield game found the Blazers 
not at their best in the first half, which 
ended with the score tied at 1-1. Howev-
er, in the second half Visitation pounded 
the enemy goal, while the Spartans rare-
ly crossed midfield. 

Senior forward Andrea Barth put on a 
show with a five-goal performance. She 
would have had six, but was thwarted 
by a great save with about a minute left 
in the game.

Barth, who leads Visitation with 18 
goals, showed why she’s one of the 
most coveted soccer players around.  

She scored one goal from a neat rush on 
the right side and another from a surge 
on the left. She scored one off a corner 
kick from senior Olivia Montpetit and 
tucked another inside the near post 
when it appeared there wasn’t room for 
the ball to fit. 

Miller doesn’t hesitate when asked 
how good Barth is. “She’s one of the 
three or four best players in the state,” 
he said.

Visitation has plenty of other weap-

Visitation senior Andrea Barth pivots past Fridley’s Madison Peterson on September 22. 
Barth had two goals and an assist in the 5-0 win. Photo by Brad Stauffer

• 
• 

• 
• 

745 Market Street, Mendota Heights | www.gateway.bank
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SPAAR promotes equity in housing.

Learn more at spaar.com



page 16	 myVILLAGER .com	 WEDNESDAY, september 30, 2020

O’Brien. In addition to being the AD, O’Brien is the head 
football coach of one of the state’s perennial prep powers. 
With close to 100 kids in the upper three grades on his roster, 
O’Brien has a balancing act to perform to get ready for the 
season and follow the guidelines to keep everybody healthy.

“We have them in pods by positions,” O’Brien said. “We go 
for 10 minutes at a time and then move around the field. That 
way, we know who’s with whom if something happens. We 
haven’t had any major outbreaks, and that’s a good sign.” 

Kids are kids and even under the best of circumstances 
somebody will end up testing positive. O’Brien understands 
that. Still, he added, “The kids are excited to be on the field 
and with each other.” The hope is that thrill will lead to 
responsible behavior. 

Official practices for prep football began on September 
28, and a six-game regular season will start on October 9-10. 
In STA’s case, the plan is to play what would’ve been the 
first six games of its original schedule. A two-week section 
tournament will follow, with a format still to be decided and 
everything to be wrapped up by the end of November. In this 
time of a new normal, it’s all that could be fit in. 

“It was the right decision (to restart football),” O’Brien said. 
“The positives outweigh the negatives.”

At Minnehaha Academy, AD Josh Thurow has a different 
set of issues to deal with. The Redhawks are part of the SMB 
football cooperative that includes Saint Paul Academy and 
Blake. The SMB Wolfpack is also a football power at its level. 
Like STA, it finished second in the state in its class in last 
year’s Prep Bowl.

SMB practices at Minnehaha and plays games at Blake. In a 
normal season, the roster would number around 70 players. 

Thurow anticipates having roughly 55 this year. With players 
coming from various locales, accommodations are potentially 
trickier than would be the case at most schools.  

“The kids have the (health) questionnaires they fill out 
every day,” Thurow said. “Each school, however, has its own 
guidelines.” Merging all that and figuring out how to make 
things safe in the locker room is easier said than done.  

SMB is a member of the Independent Metro Athletic 
Conference for most sports. For football, though, it’s in the 
Twin City Maroon. Thurow didn’t know for sure how this 
year’s abbreviated football schedule was going to work.  

When it comes to this fall’s games, Thurow has another 
headache as the assigner for the Minneapolis Football 
Officials Association. “Not all of our guys are 35 years old,” he 
said with a sigh. “Some of them are sitting out this season” 
due to COVID concerns. 

As a result, the schools that are relying on Thurow to send 
them officials are going to have to move some games to 
Thursdays and Saturdays instead of the usual Friday nights. 
The fact that the MIAC and NSIC college divisions are not 
playing football this fall helps, but finding enough officials to 
work games may prove to be dicey.

Volleyballers also ready to take the court
While football garnered the lion’s share of attention 

when the return of play was announced, the joy was just as 
prevalent in the volleyball world that a prep season would 
take place this fall after all.  

Most prep volleyballers have been busy with their club 
teams. Minnehaha Academy coach Kim Benka understood 
this issue all too well. In addition to being the Redhawks 
coach, she works with a club team whose season extends into 

early October. Thus, the workload for prep volleyball players 
is rather hefty these days. 

“The girls want to be on the court,” Benka said. “They’re 
excited to start playing.” 

Minnehaha has been splitting court time by grouping 
older players together, with the younger ones staying by 
themselves, in voluntary training sessions. “I had mixed 
feelings because volleyball is an indoor sport,” Benka said. “I 
told the girls this could go 50-50.” 

Official practices for prep volleyball also began on 
September 28. Regular-season games can start as early as 
October 8. The volleyball season is limited to 11 weeks.

The Redhawks plan to play all their IMAC foes twice and 
are looking to find four nonconference opponents to fill out 
the maximum of 14 matches. As with football, there will be a 
two-week postseason with a format still to be decided.

Still, volleyball has some issues that football doesn’t. “We 
sanitize all the volleyballs,” Benka said. “The girls wash their 
hands before we start. They wear masks when they start. 
They practice social distancing when they can. They want to 
do what they can to play.”

Decisions on whether to allow spectators at volleyball 
matches had not been decided at press time. As was noted in 
this space a while back, the ability to webcast matches will 
become more important than ever for the high schoolers. 

So the games are on again and the new normal will look 
a little like the old one. However, there’s one significant 
difference. The pros and DI colleges are playing football 
because, frankly, they have to in order to stay financially 
afloat. The high schools are playing because they want to.  

One can only hope all of them know what they’re doing.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

15b wright call

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Special election—An online election will be held from 8 
p.m. Thursday, October 1, to 8 p.m. Sunday, October 4, to fill a 
partial term for an at-large seat on the Highland District Coun-
cil’s board of directors. The position will be up for re-election 
in April. The public can meet the candidates during the HDC’s 
virtual board meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday, October 1. Join the 
Zoom chat (meeting code 824 5709 6799) or listen by calling 
1-312-626-6799. More information will be posted at highland-
districtcouncil.org/at-large-election.  

National Night Out—Saint Paul’s National Night Out has 
been moved to Tuesday, October 6. If your block is planning 
to gather, remember to follow COVID-19 safety precautions, 
including social distancing and mask wearing. Event registra-
tion is available at stpaul.gov/departments/police/national-
night-out. To distribute HDC materials at your block party, 
contact jenna@highlanddistrictcouncil.org. 

Fall deer hunt—Saint Paul’s special permit archery hunt 
to cull the deer population in Crosby Farm Park and a 20-
acre portion of the Highland Park bluff north of West Seventh 
Street will be held on October 12-14 and November 2-4. Those 
two areas will be closed to the public on those dates. 

At Home in Highland—This month’s At Home in Highland 
activity is an A-Z Photo Scavenger Hunt. Download the list of 
items or places you can find at bit.ly/HDCScavengerHunt and 
take a few hours to explore the neighborhood. Be sure to tag 
@highlanddistrictcouncil and use the hashtag #athomein 
highland if you post pictures of your adventure on social me-
dia. Sign up to receive the HDC’s electronic monthly emails at  
bit.ly/HDCenews. 

Highland Donation Day—Celebrate Highland Donation 
Day on September 18 exceeded its goal by collecting 40 units of 
blood and multiple carloads and hundreds of pounds of items 

that were donated to Francis Basket. 
Upcoming meeting—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thurs-

day, October 1; and Transportation Committee, 7 p.m. Tues-
day, October 13. All HDC meetings are being conducted on-
line via Zoom. Links to access the meetings are posted on the 
HDC website. For information about future meetings, visit  
highlanddistrictcouncil.org/events. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Business roundtable—All local businesses are invited to 
join Macalester-Groveland Community Council representa-
tives for a virtual roundtable at 8:30 a.m.  Wednesday, October 
14. Representatives from Ward 3, Ward 4 and the city’s Depart-
ment of Planning and Economic Development have also been 
invited. Register by October 13 at mgcc@macgrove.org. 

Show your Mac-Grove pride—Locally designed Macales-
ter-Groveland T-shirts can now be ordered online using PayPal 
for home delivery. The shirts come in kiwi, heather indigo and 
dark heather in a variety of sizes. Visit macgrove.org/tshirt.

Upcoming online meetings—board of directors on Thurs-
day, October 8; Community Building Committee on Monday, 
October 12; Transportation Committee on Monday, October 
26; and Housing and Land Use Committee on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 28. All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. and can be accessed 
via Zoom. Council staff will send out meeting links a few days 
in advance. Email mgcc@macgrove. org.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

COVID-19 resources—Union Park neighbors who need as-
sistance or informational resources related to the coronavirus 
are invited to call the UPDC office or visit its website. 

Upcoming online meetings— board of directors, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 7; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m.  
Monday, October 12; Committee on Land Use and Economic 
Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, October 19; Environment 
and Parks Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 21; and 
Neighborhood Involvement Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
October 26. For information on joining the Zoom meetings, 
email wako@unionparkdc.org.

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its monthly e-newsletter, 
“Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Board update—On September 14, the West Seventh/Fort 
Road Federation board of directors voted to support a parking 
variance for Keg & Case Market, 928 W. Seventh St., which is 
hoping to add an outdoor amphitheater. 

West Seventh Trivia Night—A Fort Road Federation fund-
raiser will be held via Zoom from 7-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Octo-
ber 1. Tickets are $10 per person or $50 for a team of five. Learn 
more and get tickets by visiting the website. 

National Night Out—The 37th annual National Night Out 
will be held during the evening of Tuesday, October 6. To reg-
ister or find an event, visit stpaul.gov/departments/police/
national-night-out.

Upcoming virtual meetings—Transportation and Land 
Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 7; board of 
directors, 7 p.m. Monday, October 12; and Community En-
gagement Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, October 15. Up-
dated agendas and links to the Zoom meetings can be found at  
fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

Stay in touch—West Seventh neighbors are being encour-
aged to “like” the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation on  
Facebook and subscribe to its e-newsletter on its website.

District Councils

ons as well. Junior central defender Ella Sukup 
seems to never make a mistake, dominating 
from the back and keeping the game flowing 
in the Blazers’ direction. Miller described her 
as the consummate team leader. 

“And she’s never been late—ever,” he said, 
obviously still trying to send a message about 
punctuality.

Blazer junior goalkeeper Katherine Norman 
was sporting a goals against average of under 
1.00 and a save percentage of over 0.92. “She’s 
very athletic—the complete package,” Miller 
said of his netminder. “If she decides to play 
college soccer, she could.”

Norman was injured late in the first half of 
the Richfield game when she found herself at 

the bottom of a scrum in front of the net. She 
emerged with a bloody nose and a headache, 
but the injuries weren’t believed to be seri-
ous. Sophomore Caroline Doran took over in 
the net for the rest of the game and kept the  
Spartans from scoring a second goal.

Miller also pointed out the assets of senior 
midfielder Fotini (Fae) Katras, who doesn’t 
play a flashy game but an effective one. “She 
can do everything well,” Miller said. “She 
plays more of a defensive role for us. She’s 
great out here.”

Miller likes the fact that his team can 
win with either strength or finesse, and he 
hopes that will bode well for his squad in the  
upcoming playoffs. 

“We’re really strong all over and we have a 
very deep bench,” he said.

15b visitation soccer

Visitation’s 
Olivia Mont-
petit boots 

the ball past 
Fridley pursu-

ers in the 
first period of 
their game on 
September 22. 

Photo by  
Brad Stauffer
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CLASSIFIEDS

home improvement
BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED AND FAIR 
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 
651-917-2881 or email mikeproteam 
paintingplus@gmail.com

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

home serviceS    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work. 
Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581.

home serviceS   
ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage. 
Licensed plumbers and electricians 
working with us. Everything from 
basements to chimneys. Kitchens, 
bathrooms, all flooring (including 
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. 
Insured. License #BC635082. Angie’s 
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651- 
285-1937.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, Inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
Estimate. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956.

SHOWCASE HOME Painting . 
Meticulous, quality workman-
ship. Exterior, interior paint-
ing. Stripping, staining. Plaster, 
sheetrock repair. Texturing. 
Window glazing. Deck and fence 
staining. Satisfaction guaran-
teed. Call Martey for a free esti-
mate, 651-917-7982. Fully insured.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair and 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnAndHohnRestoration.
com

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years in 
business. A rated on Angie’s List. Back 
to School specials. $25 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

T E C H N O LO G Y  H E L P.  Yo u n g 
Whippersnapper, judgment-free tech 
tutoring. Don’t just set up your new 
device, learn how to use your tech on 
your terms. 612-387-7967.

EDUCATION/TUTORING
MATH TUTOR: Experienced, and (de-
spite a Ph.D.) creative, understanding, 
and patient. Taught and tutored stu-
dents 4th grade through college. I 
emphasize understanding over rote 
memorization. Call David, 612- 
804-0704 or brokk001@umn.edu

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, invitations, newsletters, cata-
logs, etc. Fast, reasonable and local. 
25+ years’ experience. For details, text 
612-860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

FOR SALE
FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% oak, 
2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $150, unless bigger quantity. 
Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

LADIES MINK Coat, 3/4 length, $300, 
and Mink Jacket, $200. Both, excellent 
condition. 651-688-3030.

AUTO/SCOOTER SALES
2018 TOYOTA CAMRY. 8000 miles. 
$20,000. 1-651-245-0641.

2001 OLDS INTRIGUE. 126,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. $3000. Mendota 
Heights. 612-581-8622.

REAL ESTATE WANTED  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time 
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions. 
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. Wall 
repair. Basement walls and floors. 
Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

home improvement
*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*

Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

RIVERVIEW CEMENT. 30+ years’ expe-
rience. References. Free estimates. 
Ray Johnson, 651-238-1435. Bobcat 
work also.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH 
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’ 
experience in custom space plan-
ning, fixture and finish selec-
tions. Gail Jacobson, Allied ASID. 
References available. 612-310-7069. 
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

home serviceS   
SEMIRETIRED HANDYMAN with 30 
years experience. Any small jobs, 
electrical outlets, electrical switches, 
leaky faucets, and running toilets are 
my specialties. Doug Clow, 612- 
747-6083. dclowman45@gmail.com

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

MURPHY’S LAWN and LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial.  Residential.  The 
best full service lawn and land-
scaping in your neighborhood.
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
MurphysLawnandLandscape.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, 
installation, grading, sodding, beds 
and gardens. Paver patios, walks, 
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

SNOW REMOVAL. SEASONAL CLEAN-
UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. Lawn 
Service. Free estimates. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal. 
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
PROTECT YOUR ROOF. Professional. 
Experienced. Ryan, 651-690-3956. 
PatesRoofing.com

FLS. Lawn and Snow. Commercial. 
Residential. 651-442-0993. Freddies 
LawnAndSnow.com

URBANSCAPE RESIDENTIAL SNOW 
SHOVELING SERVICE. WALKWAYS AND 
GARAGE PADS. VARIABLE SERVICE 
PLANS AVAILABLE. CALL MARTEY FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE. 651-917-7982.

Classified & Legal Ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: October 14 . . . . . . Deadline: October 7

We Now Accept

    Legal Notices!
Call us for details.

651-699-1462 *Some restrictions apply.

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

651-373-1264
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Repair & Rebuild

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM
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SERVICE DIRECTORY for rent - residential
ONE BEDROOM apartment for rent 
10/1. Great location; secure well-kept 
building near Macalester College. 
Great neighbors; plenty of storage 
space. Reasonable rent includes utili-
ties. Call Maggie 507-581-6345 or 
email jeff.messerich@comcast.net

LARGE STUDIO on South Cleveland 
Avenue. 2 blocks to Village. On Bus. 
AC, assigned off-street parking, elec-
tric range, microwave. Large sliding 
door closets, carpet, storage closet & 
laundry. Controlled entrance. $895/
month plus electricity. Call 651- 
324-2573.

for rent - COMMERCIAL
HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower 
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus. 
$950/month + utilities. 651-324-2573.

GRAND AVENUE. Newly renovated 
1-2 person professional office suites. 
Ideal for consultants, therapist, body-
work, etc. Priced from $350-$600. 
Visit OxfordSquareGrand.com for de-
tails. Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext. 
31 or Sue Sauter, 612-824-7000, ext. 32.

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: Queenfisher 
Solutions 2. List the Principal Place of 
Business: 1157 Osceola Ave., St. Paul 
MN 55105 United States. 3. List the 
name and complete street address of 
all persons conducting business 
under the above Assumed Name, OR 
if an entity, provide the legal corpo-
rate, LLC, or Limited Partnership 
name and registered office address: 
Beth Black, 1157 Osceola Ave., St. Paul, 
MN 55105 United States. 4. I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent of 
the person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized me 
to sign this document on his/her be-
half, or in both capacities. I further 
certify that I have completed all re-

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

100 IMPERIAL DRIVE CONDOMINIUMS. 
Nice quiet location in park-like set-
ting. Heat included with outside 
parking space, laundry-room, eleva-
tor. No pets. Contact Bisanz Brothers 
for details, 651-447-4567.

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

HageConcrete.com
RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL

mymnconcreteguy.com
LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

www.
      landscapesbyscott
                                   .com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:   612.868.7787

TM

Prevent & Fix
Water Damage

Foundation Repair
Tuckpoint, 

Masonry & Concrete
Gary 651-423-6666

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps

651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASh TReATmenTS “ Infuse it or LOSe it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows 
Glass Block Windows
FREE ESTIMATES  651-208-8210
BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746   Frank Gardner Construction LLC

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

• 30 Years Exp. 

651-436-8975
Free Estimates  •  Licensed & Insured
                                                        MN License #BC515019

Sullivan
Construction Company

Roofing & Siding
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SERVICE DIRECTORYCorinne Lueth and Jerome Hum-
phreys.
3. YOU ARE ORDERED to appear 
before the Juvenile Court at the 
scheduled time and date.
4. You have the right to be repre-
sented by counsel.
5. If you fail to appear at the hear-
ing, the Court may still conduct the 
hearing and grant the appropri-
ate relief, including permanently 
severing the parental rights of 
the above-named parent or legal 
custodians and taking permanent 
custody of the child named in the 
Petition.

WITNESS, the Honorable Judge of 
District Court
BY: Kris Cunningham
Court Administrator

quired fields, and that the informa-
tion in this document is true and 
correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath. Date filed: 
September 1, 2020. Signed by: Beth 
Black

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF CHISAGO
DISTRICT COURT
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
JUVENILE COURT DIVISION
File No. 13-FA-20-210
In re the Matter of the welfare of 
the child of: Corinne Marie Lueth 
and Jerome James Humphreys, 
Petitioner,
and
Janelle Elizabeth Julien, Respon-
dent.
SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF CUS-
TODY HEARING
NOTICE TO: Janelle Elizabeth Julien
1. Notice is hereby given that the 
matter of said Custody Petition 
will be called for hearing before 
the District Court located at 313 N. 
Main St. Center City, Minnesota, 
on October 26, 2020 at 10:30am or 
as soon after as the matter can be 
heard.
2. A Petition for custody of L.R.J. 
dob 5/12/2015 has been filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of District Court 
located at 313 N. Main St. Center 
City, Minnesota, alleging that the 
requesting that permanent legal 
and physical custody of the mi-
nor child L.R.J. is granted jointly to 

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service
 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured               Serving area since 1973

Burton R. Johnson    651699-8900
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

Tune up your mower NOW!
We service most makes and sell NEW!
 •• In business since 1989 ••

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Do not delay, mail this form with your check today: Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116.
To pay with your credit card, visit our website at https://myvillager.com/subscribe/

The future of your neighborhood’s newspaper is on the line.
Buy your one-year subscription for just $59.88 today!

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

DELIVERY ADDREss ALL FIELDs ARE REQUIRED

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER!

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

HELP
WANTED

Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for 

both employee and independent 
contractor positions.

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

  Newspaper Audit Report

     stAtemeNt of owNeRship, mANAgemeNt, ANd ciRculAtioN

frequency of issue: Bi-weekly No. of issues per Year: 26

subscription price: $59.88 per year, $4.99 per month

Mailing Address of Office of Publication: 
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 saint paul, mN 55116
Mailing Address of Headquarters of General Business Office of the 
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 757 snelling Ave s
 saint paul, mN 55116
full Name and complete mailing Address of the publisher:
 John Rauch
 757 snelling Ave s
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coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

CLAirE biSAnZ DiStAD
651-307-7260

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

GAry fAbEL
651-334-3659

HEnry EDELStEin
651-270-1667

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

kArEn kELJik
612-414-3245

SArAH kinnEy
651-282-9621

mikE JAmbor
612-889-9773

AnitA C. HiLL
651-707-6408

myA HonEyWELL
tHE HivE

651-329-3619

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

LoLLy mCnEELy
SALmEn

612-810-4138

PAtriCk rubLE
651-230-0903

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

CoLin voErDinG
651-357-3667

briAn WAGnEr, m.ED.
651-497-4387

miCHAELA tooHEy
651-253-6830

bryAn bEDESSEm
612-382-8415

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

tJ PiErrEt
651-755-6669

DAviD noyES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

 

     

introducing 1296 Mississippi river Blvd s  
Charming, graceful interpretation of classic 
four square farmhouse situated on elevated 
site overlooking Mississippi River Valley.  
Contact David Noyes Jr. for a 
private showing.
dnoyesjr@cbburnet.com  

dAvid noyes jr.
651-233-0748 • $975,000

Brownstones of suMMit 
Darling 1BR, 1BA condo at the Brownstones of 
Summit. Top level unit w/wonderful private deck. 
Hrdwd flrs. Updated kitchen. New in-unit washer/
dryer. C/A. Fabulous Private entry. 
Listed on Nat’l Reg. of historic plac-
es. Contact TJ for a private showing. 
www.Tjsavvyrealtor.com

           Tj PierreT
651-755-6669 • $179,900

HoMe sweet HoMe!  
Newer construction in of Minneapolis. Open layout, 
large gourmet kitchen with stainless steel appli-
ances and granite countertops. Four bedrooms, 
three finished levels, beautiful 
back patio, great for enjoying sum-
mer evenings. 3136 37th Ave S. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue joHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $579,900

 N
ew

  P
ric
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324 suMMit #103, saint paul, Mn 55102
Stately Lightner-Young condo features 
vaulted ceilings, multiple terraces with pan-
oramic views of the Saint Paul river valley.  
Additional apartment accessi-
ble by private elevator-perfect 
guest space or in-law suite! 
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $899,000

163 virginia street, saint paul, Mn 55102
Beautiful Victorian with old world character 
and quality updates! Large front porch leads 
into an expansive foyer with sweeping open 
staircase-amazing mill work 
and detail! 
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $700,000

1882 feronia avenue, saint paul, Mn 55104
Coffered ceilings, hardwood floors, 
built-ins and leaded glass highlight true 
vintage character while brilliant modern 
design touches keep things 
fresh and relevant. 
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $475,000

643 suMMit avenue, saint paul, Mn 55105
Lovely red brick row house has southwest 
exposure over historic Summit Avenue. 
Bright and airy with designer finishes and 
modern amenities throughout, 
allowing easy transition to 
low-maintenance lifestyle.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $750,000

artisan HoMe on Bald eagle lake    
A once in a lifetime opportunity to own this 
architect designed home with over 2.2 Mil 
into it. Entertaining is easy both inside & 
out with the open floor plan 
and private lakeshore.
www.BestOnBaldEagle.com   

KrisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106 • $1,795,000

suMMit avenue Mansion 
This magnificent 1884 Queen Anne mansion 
is rich in architectural details and includes 
hand-carved marble and wood fireplaces. 
One of 12 homes on Summit 
Avenue with bluff views.
www.KristaWolter.com

KrisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106 • $1,695,000

 ComiNg

  S
ooN!

casual elegance & Main floor living!    
You’ll find main floor living at its best with a 
spacious main floor master suite, family room 
off the kitchen, and bright rooms with floor to 
ceiling windows. Architectural 
details found throughout home.
www.NorthOaksDream.com

KrisTA wolTer 
612-247-5106 • $950,000

exceptional!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq. 
ft. to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed 
for comfortable everyday 
living as well. Quality con-
struction and finishes. 

         jiM BurTon
651-690-8556 • $3,499,000

just listed!!!
1335 Eleanor: Handsome bungalow 
with Chicago brick front, new high end 
kitchen, newer baths on all 3 floors, 
lower level family room, 2 
gas fireplaces, and gleam-
ing hardwood floors.    

         jiM BurTon
  651-690-8556 • $497,500

dare to dreaM!    
Instantly appealing 5BR, 5BA masterpiece, offer-
ing main floor family room, sparkling sunroom, gor-
geous kitchen with breakfast room. Private own-
er’s retreat, hardwood floors, walk-
out lower level. SO many updates, 
3-car. 800 Bachelor Avenue. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelsTein crs
651-270-1667 • $716,900

prestigious suMMit avenue!    
Distinctive 5BR, 5BA jewel, majestically set on a 
tree-lined boulevard. Discover original character, 
gleaming hrdwd & black walnut millwork. Formal 
dining, fabulous kitchen, owner’s 
suite, bonus third level, attached 
3-car. 1365 Summit Avenue. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelsTein crs
651-270-1667 • $900,000

walls of windows witH treetop views!    
Over 7,400 sq. ft. of sophisticated living! 
Spectacular 3BR, 5BA penthouse condo boasts 
elegant living room, handsome family room with FP, 
amazing kitchen. Luxurious owner’s 
suite, 5-gar stalls, great amenities. 
1830 Eagle Ridge Drive #3010. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

ToM edelsTein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $350,000

1400 suMMit  
Enchanting Gingerbread Tudor. 4BR’s, 5BA’s 
with formal and informal gathering areas. State 
of the art improvements and high end finishes 
include new boiler, furnace & central air, slate 
roof & copper gutters, and an incredible kitchen.
lolly MCneely sAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $1,200,000
MorAGHAn derosiA
952-486-3697 • $1,200,000

716 Maple park court! 
Exceptional 4 BR, 5 BA brick colonial with 
all the bells and whistles set on breathtak-
ing acre-plus lot. Absolutely in impeccable 
condition and meticulously 
maintained by only second 
owners. Call Lolly for details. 

lolly MCneely sAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $1,250,000

tHinking of selling? 
The market is continues to be strong!  We 
helped these clients achieve SUCCESS! 
Let us put our experience and market knowl-
edge to work for you too!  Call 
us today! 1780 Diane Road. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue joHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $649,900

stunning Queen anne victorian!   
Elegant home with many original fea-
tures! Custom kitchen with high-end appli-
ances. Private master suite with gorgeous 
new private bath. Carriage 
house, garage and lovely spa-
cious lot!  940 Portland Ave. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue joHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $850,000
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Reduced!

SoLD


