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Table & Terrace 
Dinner Delivery service
in greater demand due
to COVID-19 era
SEE PAGE 4

One woman’s crusade
to close Reid-Hillview
Airport is met with
opposition
SEE PAGE 14

Zero emission future
Is Newsom serious about banning 

gas-powered cars by 2035?
SEE PAGE 5
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By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

P
ropositions on the Nov. 3 bal‐
lot affecting criminal sen‐
tencing, app‐based drivers

and cash bail were contested at a
recent online debate hosted by the
Almaden Valley Community Asso‐
ciation.

Prop. 20 
California Proposition 20, the

Criminal Sentencing, Parole, and
DNA Collection Initiative would
authorize treating some crimes cur‐
rently considered non‐violent mis‐
demeanors as felonies. It would
restrict early parole for these
crimes. 

Prop. 20 would make some theft
crimes, such as firearm and vehi‐
cle theft, chargeable as misde‐
meanors or felonies, rather than
just misdemeanors. Repeat shop‐
lifting and organized retail crimes
would also be chargeable as mis‐
demeanors or felonies. 

DNA collection would be expand‐
ed under Prop. 20 to include adults
convicted of some misdemeanors.

According to Legislative Analyst’s
Office, Prop. 20 could cost tens of
millions of dollars annually in
increased state and local correc‐
tional, court and law enforcement
expenses.

Police Chief Ron Lawrence spoke
in favor of Prop. 20. He was con‐
tested by Mullissa Willette, an
exemption investigator at the Santa
Clara County Assessor’s Office.

Lawrence said Prop. 20 would
add 22 crimes to the list of violent
felonies including human traffick‐
ing of a child, rape of an uncon‐
scious person, domestic violence,
drive‐by shootings, facilitation to
commit murder and taking a
hostage to use as a human shield.

“Proposition 20 is critical for
crime victims in California,”
Lawrence said. “We need to give a
voice back to our victims. These
crimes deserve to be in the violent
crime category. This is about tak‐
ing those bad actors and making
them ineligible for early release.”

Lawrence said Prop. 20 would
keep the community safe and DNA
samples exonerate innocent people.
He said as a theft of less than $950
in value is considered a misde‐
meanor, Prop. 20 would lower the
$950 threshold on an individual’s
third theft conviction to $250. Indi‐
viduals convicted of theft three times
would be put into mandatory drug
rehabilitation, Lawrence added.

Willette said Prop. 20 would
increase the number of people
arrested, convicted and incarcer‐
ated and roll back prison reform. 

“By prioritizing punishment over
treatment, this initiative would
result in more people trapped in a
pattern of low‐level crime,” Wil‐
lette said. “Historically, investments
in incarceration and divestment
from community services have dis‐
proportionally affected communi‐
ties of color.”

See BALLOT, page 20

He catapulted his team
to victory with inspiring
leadership skills

By William Bellou
Publisher

E
ric Espinoza of San Jose spent
most of 2019 in Germany
where he was given the res‐

ponsibility as captain to lead the
70‐year‐old European soccer team,
FCA04 Darmstadt, to victory! 

Espinoza led his European soc‐
cer teammates to win the league
title, the first American to accom‐
plish this incredible feat.  The
team’s coach named Espinoza cap‐

tain because of his emotional intel‐
ligence, dedication and honesty. 

“I am very proud and fortunate
to be named the captain of a very
diverse, international team,”
Espinoza said. “I feel as though this
story could motivate young ath‐
letes, as well as give positive news
to our city in a rather tumultuous
time.” 
Learned to speak two additional
languages to raise communica‑
tion with team

Espinoza explained that the play‐
ers who make up the FACA04 Team
came from a variety of countries:

See ESPINOZA, page 19

Steffanie White, a fifth-grade teacher
at Washington Elementary School,
protested outside of San José Uni-
fied School District this summer when
the district was considering reopen-
ing campuses. Photo by Katie Lauer

Why San Jose
schools aren’t
opening for the
rest of the year

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

S
teffanie White, a fifth‐grade
teacher at Washington Ele‐
mentary School, protested

outside of San José Unified School
District this summer when the
district was considering reopen‐
ing campuses. Photo by Katie
Lauer.

Saying they are ill equipped to
take on the burden of testing stu‐
dents for COVID‐19, San Jose offi‐
cials extended distance learning
through the end of December —
and may not reopen classes until
2021.

San Jose Unified School District
Superintendent Nancy Albarrán
said there are now more COVID‐
19 cases than in March when
schools first closed, especially in
San Jose. As of Sept. 16, Santa
Clara County recorded 19,683
cases of COVID‐19 and 288
deaths.

Currently, schools are respon‐
sible for testing students and staff,
in addition to contact tracing. But

See OPENING, page 18

San Jose resident Eric Espinoza spent most of 2019 in Germany where he
was captain leading the 70-year-old European soccer team, FCA04 Darm-
stadt. 

Eric Espinoza of San Jose
first American to captain
European soccer team and
capture league title 

Almaden Valley Community
Association hosts ballot
measures debate – Part II

Police Chief Ron Lawrence spoke in
favor of Prop. 20. He was contested
by Mullissa Willette, an exemption
investigator at the Santa Clara County
Assessor’s Office.
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‘Delicious dishes’ delivered
to your doorstep

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
able & Terrace Catering’s dinner delivery
service is growing in popularity in part
due to the pandemic. 

Table & Terrace Catering, founded in 2017
by Tonya Tyszkiewicz and Israel Valencia
(inset, left), uses mostly organic fresh, season‐
al ingredients to create unique and delicious dish‐
es for any occasion. 

The company offers free delivery to Los Gatos.
Saratoga, Monte Sereno, Campbell, and South
San Jose. Delivery is available outside this area
for an additional fee.

“Table & Terrace is one of a kind,” said
Almaden resident Madeline Chiavetta. “Their
dishes are not only delicious but their presen‐
tation is beautiful. Their love and passion for
food and people comes through in their dish‐
es. They really go the extra mile to make sure
their customers are thrilled with their food and

overall experience! Their weekday meals are
always different and they make dinnertime a
special treat!” 

Early beginnings
“It all began when I started working in a

restaurant kitchen where I met chef Israel,” said
Tonya Tyszkiewicz, cofounder of Table & Ter‐
race Catering.  “I wanted to work in a kitchen
under a chef to learn as much as possible.” 

Tonya had worked in restaurants for years
when she was going through school.  Her pro‐
fessional background however was in market‐
ing for a tech company. 

“After getting married and becoming a mom
with three kiddos, I ended up staying home with
my children for years,” explained Tonya. “My
youngest was born with Down syndrome and
some medical problems so I ended up staying
home for a much longer time than I had origi‐
nally planned to homeschool my little guy. But
when I finally found a great school for my son
when he was ten, I went back to work.”

Tonya began working on creating some 
See DELIVERY, next page

Table & Terrace Dinner Delivery service in greater demand 

“Israel turned to me and said that
the guests' kind words were better
than any paycheck we could ever
receive.” – Tonya Tyszkiewicz 

By Matt Mahan
Councilmember‑elect, 

San Jose District 10

I
f there’s a public resource that
I’ve most appreci‐
ated amidst the

pandemic — and most
missed as recent wild‐
fires kept us indoors
— it’s the open space
we’re blessed with in
and around San José.

Walking through
Quicksilver, Calero and
other local parks has
certainly helped pre‐
serve my physical and
mental health during
these difficult times
and, clearly, I’m not
alone: the Santa Clara
Valley Open Space
Authority (OSA) reports that usage
of their open preserves has rough‐
ly doubled this year, from about
325,000 annual visits in 2019 to a

pace of 600,000 visits.
In the coming weeks, San José

voters will be asked to vote on a
local ballot measure — Measure T

— that would extend
an existing local par‐
cel tax dedicated to
open space acquisi‐
tion and management
until ended by voters.
It’s a hard time to sup‐
port any tax, even a
small one that already
exists. In this case,
however, I believe the
benefits far outweigh
the costs.

First, the key facts
on Measure T: if pas‐
sed, the measure would
essentially extend an
earlier measure (Mea‐

sure Q, which passed with 68% of
the vote in 2014). Measure Q estab‐
lished a $24 tax per parcel per year.
In aggregate, this tax generates $8

million annually that is adminis‐
tered by OSA and focused on pur‐
chasing and maintaining open
space, improving public access to
those lands, protecting water sup‐
plies by preserving land around
streams and creeks, and investing
in urban areas through an urban
grant program.

For those who are interested, this
parcel tax is one of the “special
assessments” within your proper‐
ty tax bill that I outlined in my
recent post on where your tax dol‐
lars go. Based on that analysis,
Measure Q constitutes approxi‐
mately 0.08% of the median San

Joséan’s total taxes, or less than
one‐tenth of one percent.

Importantly, Measure T does not
increase our taxes, it simply turns
Measure Q (which would otherwise
expire in the coming years) into an
ongoing revenue stream until and
unless voters decide to change it.
While I generally prefer expiration
dates to maximize ac‐countability to
voters, making this funding long‐term
is not unreasonable given the long
time horizons involved in purchas‐
ing and managing open space for
public benefit. In fact, without this
dedicated revenue stream, which

See OPEN SPACE, page 16

View of the rolling hills and native oaks of Coyote Ridge, managed by the Open
Space Authority.

Op Ed

Funding for open space
ought to be renewed

District 10
Report
Matt Mahan

Councilmember-
elect, District 10

Nine students
from Almaden
named to Dean's
List at Biola 
University

N
ine students from Alm‐
aden Valley have been
named to the Biola Uni‐

versity Dean's List in spring
2020. 

Biola students are placed on
the dean's list to honor those
with a GPA of 3.6 or higher while
enrolled in 12 or more credits
and whose cumulative GPA is at
least 3.2.

Almaden residents named to
the Dean’s list are: Camille Agers,
Laura Denis, Rebekah Hiatt,
Olivia Jacob, Bryson Keyes, Grace
Lea, Amber Rizzi, Emily Starke
of San Jose, and Emma Zettler. 

"Inclusion in Biola Universi‐
ty's Dean's List is reserved for
students who demonstrate ex‐
ceptional performance in their
academic studies. This honor sig‐
nifies hard work, engagement,
and investment in scholarship,"
said Tamara Anderson, Associ‐
ate Provost of Academic Effec‐
tiveness and Administration.
"These attributes are the build‐
ing blocks of continued success,
not only in the classroom, but in
the workplace and in the stu‐
dent's personal lives. We cele‐
brate these students and their
achievement, looking forward
to their future accomplish‐
ments."

Biola University is a national‐
ly ranked Christian university in
the heart of Southern California.
It was recently recognized as
one of America's best colleges,
earning a spot in the top tier of
the "best national universities"
category of U.S. News and World
Report's Best Colleges 2021
rankings. 
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Times OpEd

By Dan Walters
Special to the Times

G
ov. Gavin Newsom flatly
declared Wednesday that "In
the next 15 years we will

eliminate in the state of California
the sales of internal combustion
engines." 

It was the latest example of New‐
som's fondness for headline‐grab‐
bing pronouncements of "big hairy,
audacious goals." The classic exam‐
ple was his flat campaign declara‐
tion that he would solve Califor‐
nia's chronic housing shortage by
building 3.5 million new homes.

That was impossible, as anyone
familiar with housing issues could
attest, and after his election, New‐
som backed off, calling it an "aspi‐
rational" goal. Actually, housing
production has declined during his
governorship.

The governor's declaration that
by 2035 new car buyers in Cali‐
fornia must buy only "zero emis‐
sion vehicles" (ZEVs) seems to be
in the mold of his housing prom‐
ise. In fact, his executive order does
not command that it happen, but
rather says "it shall be a goal of the
state that 100 percent of in‐state
sales of new passenger cars and
trucks will be zero‐emission by
2035" and directs the Air
Resources Board to figure out how
to do it "consistently with tech‐
nological feasibility and cost effec‐
tiveness." Even if he's serious about
it ‐ and one is never certain that
he is ‐ there are immense hurdles
to overcome, not the least being
Californians' obvious reluctance
to embrace battery‐powered ZEVs
as their primary motor vehicles
due to their cost, relatively small
size and limited range.

While California accounts for
about half of the ZEVs on Ameri‐
can roads, they are still fewer than
2% of the nearly 30 million cars
and light trucks in California. And
despite state and federal subsi‐
dies, they are a fraction of the
state's current goal of having 1.5
million in use by 2025.

Newsom's declaration, and a
request to the Legislature to phase
out fracking to produce oil and nat‐
ural gas, cheered environmental
advocates who want California to

be bolder in reducing its emissions
of greenhouse gases. He blamed
global warming for the destruc‐
tive wildfires that have swept
through the state this year.

However, business leaders, par‐
ticularly those in the affected
industries, warn about the pitfalls
of trying to wean California's econ‐
omy off hydrocarbons. California
is one of the nation's leading pro‐
ducers of oil and gas, particularly
since fracking regenerated older
fields, and the state consumes
immense amounts of both fuels to
not only directly power trans‐
portation but to generate the elec‐
tricity that ZEVs must have.

During recent hot spells, as Cal‐
ifornia's air conditioners drove
electric power consumption to lev‐
els requiring blackouts, natural
gas‐fired power plants supplied
more than half of the juice.

"Unless California, along with
other states and countries, sup‐
ports a market for ZEVs that
ensures vehicle performance,
range, safety, functionality, price,
and choice for automobile con‐
sumers, then California residents
alone will be left with higher ener‐
gy and transportation costs with‐
out a material effect on global
(greenhouse gas) emissions," the
California Chamber of Commerce
said. "Forcing this transition
through a mandate will burden the
consumers least able to afford it,
either by pricing them out of the
new vehicle market or increasing
the cost to maintain and fuel a used
vehicle with a combustion engine."
Predictably critical as that state‐
ment may be, it makes valid points
about the practical and socioeco‐
nomic challenges of doing what
Newsom insists will be done.

Finally, there's the political/legal
question of whether California can
do it. It would require the federal
government to continue Califor‐
nia's "waiver" from federal air pol‐
lution rules and that would prob‐
ably hinge on whether Republican
President Donald Trump is reelect‐
ed or is defeated by Democrat Joe
Biden.

Dan Walters is a CalMatters
columnist.

Delivery
Continued from previous page
unique dishes while working for a
local winery with their own wine
bar and gained knowledge about
food and wine pairing. Following
her experience with a small kitchen,
Tonya moved on to a larger kitchen
to gain more experience. 

“I applied and was hired to work
at a large restaurant kitchen and that
is where I met Israel,” Tonya said.
“Israel had been working in and
around the Los Gatos area for
almost 20 years at that time. He
also held the role of chef for eight
of those years. He made a huge
impression on me with his incred‐
ible talent; but most important,
Israel was humble, generous and
kind with a passion for food. I
learned more working alongside
Israel than I ever did with any of
the other chefs I worked with.”  

After working together for a lit‐
tle over a year, Tonya secured a
catering job for someone on the
side and she convinced Israel to
help her with the event. 

“My fantasy was always to open
my own restaurant and I thought
catering might be the path to this.
Israel agreed to help me and the
party was a success. I asked Israel
if he would consider working
together on more parties. The first

party was a great success, so was
the second which was a referral
from the first party. Israel and I
stayed up all night cooking and
arrived at the client's home the next
day at 11:00 a.m. We were deliri‐
ously tired, but so excited to get to
cook our own recipes. As the guests
were leaving, they were all coming
by the kitchen and thanking us for
the food, which made us feel like
giddy little children. At the end of
this party as the guests were pop‐
ping in and out of the kitchen say‐
ing thank you, Israel turned to me
and said that the guests' kind words
were better than any paycheck we
could ever receive. That was when
I knew we had something special
and that he was the perfect part‐
ner!”

Dinner Deliveries
Shortly after the partnership was

formed, Tonya and Israel started
their Dinner Deliveries service and
their business grew from there as
they began receiving requests for
parties from all over Silicon Valley.
They actually had to shut down for
a time in order to keep up with the
deliveries.

Tonya jokes that “we still do not
have a website,” (one is finally under
construction). About 85 percent of
Table & Terrace business has been
from word of mouth. 

“We have done everything from
large weddings and corporate din‐

ners, to small private dinners for
six,” Tonya said. “We love the vari‐
ety. We love people and we love
making people happy through food.
We are absolutely crazy about food
quality, and buying organic is
incredibly important to us person‐
ally as well as professionally
because we really believe that the
best ingredients produce the very
best flavors.”

New guidelines initiate excit‑
ing delivery to doorstep busi‑
ness model

“At the beginning of the shelter
in place, however, all of the special
events had to stop, explained Tonya.
“Israel and I decided that instead
of trying to get back to work right
away, we would take some time off
to make sure we kept our children
as safe as possible. We had hoped,
like everyone else, that the shut‐
down would be a temporary thing.
So, after several months of being
shut down, we finally decided we
needed to change our business
model in the new Covid environ‐
ment. We decided to go back to our
roots and start offering our dinner
delivery services again. We are also
now getting new requests for small
gatherings again, as people are
beginning to feel more comfortable
with the new guidelines.”

Editor’s note: Table & Terrace din‑
ner delivery is available Tuesday
through Friday, from 3:00 p.m. ‑8:00
p.m. You can order dinner and then
have the next day’s lunch delivered
at the same time or make special
arrangements for a lunchtime deliv‑
ery. Orders for a Tuesday delivery
must be placed by midnight Sunday;
all other orders must be placed by
midnight Monday. Customized lunch
and dinners are now available with
a 72 hour notice. Free delivery is
available for Los Gatos, Saratoga,
Monte Sereno, Campbell, and South
San Jose. Delivery is available out‑
side this area for an additional fee.
Onsite catering for special events is
also available. Visit Table & Terrace
on Facebook, Twitter: @table‑
andterrace, Call (408) 858‑3205, or
email: tableandterrace@gmail.com. 

OP ED

ZERO-EMISSION BY 2035
Is Newsom serious about 
banning gas-powered cars?

Left: Beet Napoleons, roasted beets with Herb Goat Cheese, crushed Hazelnuts with Blood Orange Vinaigrette and
Espresso Balsamic. Right: Mini Prawn Tostada.

Custom cheese board, charcuterie, and fresh fruit marinated.



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 6 n ALMADEN TIMES n OCTOBER 2 - OCTOBER 15, 2020

Times Community News

Resident of the Pierce Ranch
in the Almaden Valley for
nearly forty‑five years

By Denelle Fedor
Special to the Times

The city of San Jose has lost an admired
community service advocate.

Almaden Valley resident Harry Steve
Mavrogenes, who served as Executive Direc‐
tor of the San Jose Redevelopment Agency
and a founding member of St. Basil’s Greek
Orthodox Church in Almaden, passed away
Sunday, September 20, 2020 at the age of 71. 

Mavrogenes, who was born on July 22,
1949 in Chicago, Illinois, leaves behind his
loving and devoted wife, Olga, his brother
Nick and his wife Lynn, daughter Emily and
her fiancé Larry, daughter Stephanie and her
husband Adam, daughter Maria, grand‐
daughter Chole, grandson Jacob, Sylvia (moth‐
er to Stephanie and Emily), and his grand
dog Ollie.

Harry was born to Stephanos and Theodo‐
ra Mavrogenes both of Greek origin.
Stephanos was a physical therapist and
Theodora was a seamstress. 

Harry showed signs of accomplishment at

an early age as he attended a school that
taught both English and Greek as a young
child growing up in Chicago.  He did so well
that he skipped a grade during elementary
school.  Harry loved to play with his friends
in his neighborhood and would often indulge
in a game of hide and seek in the projects
where he grew up in Chicago when he was
in middle school.  

Like many little boys in the 1950’s Harry
had a fondness for model cars; and because
money was scarce, Harry would often forgo
lunch and save his lunch money to purchase
them.  Collecting model cars turned into a
lifelong passion as Harry continued to col‐
lect cars throughout his life – both, model,
and life size cars. 

Harry and his family moved to Modesto,
CA. after his high school years where he attend‐
ed Modesto Junior College before transfer‐
ring to San Francisco State graduating with a
bachelor’s degree in urban planning in 1970.  

Harry started his career in San Jose and
left only briefly to work in Miami Beach for
eight years; but Harry knew San Jose was
home and returned here. Harry loved San
Jose and everything about it – the people,
businesses, and the overall community.  Harry
made his home in Almaden as a resident of
the Pierce Ranch area for nearly forty‐five
years.

Harry was a devout Greek Orthodox Chris‐
tian. Following in the teachings of the Church,
everything he did was to help others and
positively impact the communities he lived
in. From a young age he served as an Altar
Boy in Modesto and taught Sunday School.
Harry most recently served as the Vice Pres‐

ident on the Parish Council at St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church in San Jose. All three
of Harry’s daughters were raised within the
Greek Church.  

Harry adored his family and friends and
would often cook Sunday night dinners.
Harry also enjoyed making his own wine and
hosting Taco Tuesday’s for his family and
friends. Harry was an avid listener of classi‐
cal radio station ‐ KDFC.  

Harry’s dedication to community service
showcases his dedication of leaving the world
a better place than when you found it. 

Harry’s service includes working at the
Assistant City Manager for Miami Beach from
1990 thru 1998; Deputy Executive Director
of the San Jose Redevelopment Agency from
1998 thru 2003; Executive Director of the
Redevelopment Agency from 2003‐2011;
Chief Deputy County Administrator of San
Joaquin County from 2012‐2014; the Stock‐
ton Metropolitan Airport Director from 2014
– 2019 and the San Benito County Director
with the Resource Management Agency from
2019 to September ‐2020.  Besides his pro‐
fessional work, Harry also would lend a hand
to help his friends.  

Most of all, Harry’s passion rested with
See MAVROGENES, page 11

Harry Mavrogenes: Almaden resident and Executive Director
of the San Jose Redevelopment Agency passes away at 71

Harry Steve Mavrogenes and his wife Olga.
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Times Community News

18th Annual
Breath of Life
Walk: Saturday,
October 17

C
oronavirus and wild fires will not stop
the 18th annual Breath of Life Walk
on Saturday, October 17, but Breathe

California of the Bay Area, Golden Gate, and
Central Coast has announced a few changes
to be safe. 

The event is a
chance for local com‐
munity members to
get together, while
socially distanced, to
show their support for
the agency’s lung dis‐
ease, tobacco control,
and environmental
stewardship programs.
Each year, the walk
attracts people directly affected by lung
disease as well as family, friends and oth‐
ers who wish to build healthier communi‐
ties. 

Breathe California CEO Margo Sidener
encourages this year’s walkers to partici‐
pate virtually from their homes or the loca‐
tion of their choice, while a limited num‐
ber visit on‐site. Participants can get
involved in helping the organization con‐
tinue its effective community work. “The

programs and services we provide year‐
round rely on the funds we raise from our
events. This year’s lung health threats are
among the most serious in history, so we
hope that you’ll come out or log in and join
us for a great morning to show your sup‐
port for Breathe California’s work.”

This year, a limited number of walkers
can choose to participate in an “On‐site
Walk” starting off from Breathe California’s
office in San Jose’s Rose Garden district,
and all others can join a “Virtual Walk” by
sending videos to be shared by Zoom con‐
ference on the day of the event.  Everyone

will be eligible for the
prizes and raffle, vir‐
tual or live, and all reg‐
istrants will receive an
official Walk mask.

Breathe California of
the Bay Area, Golden
Gate, and Central Coast
is dedicated to fight‐
ing lung disease, advo‐
cating for clean air and
promoting public health

in our local communities. Since 1911, we
have addressed the most serious health
threats of our time—including now coro‐
navirus, wildfires, and vaping—through
grassroots programs that empower indi‐
vidual, institutional and community change
for better breathing and healthier living.

To learn more about the Breath of Life
Walk visit www.breathoflifewalk.org. To
learn more about Breathe California, please
visit www.lungsrus.org.
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Mavrogenes
Continued from page 6
San Jose and specifically his role as the Exec‐
utive Director of the Redevelopment Agency
as this was “his dream job,” shared Harry’s
wife Olga. Harry’s passion was to see San
Jose improve – to grow and flourish – to be
the city it was intended to be.  Harry was
most proud of the revitalization efforts he
led with an incredible team dedicated to
rebuilding the Downtown San Jose. 

Harry’s dream and focus were to change
San Jose’ downtown from urban wasteland
to a 21st century mixed used community with
entertainment, recreation and cultural facil‐
ities, as well as housing, restaurants, retail
and major corporate office development.  

Due to Harry’s guidance, he and his tal‐
ented Redevelopment team that made up
the former Redevelopment Agency created
a metamorphosis of San Jose’s downtown
core.  From working with professional base‐
ball teams, to the renowned Pedro Square
– from preserving the Improv to building
the City’s first high‐rise condo building, Harry
Mavrogenes oversight made it possible. 

Captured below are the highlights of action
items – development that happened and has
made San Jose’s downtown core the vision
of a 21st century city – the way Harry envi‐
sioned.

Under Harry Mavrogenes leadership:
• Induced development of 900 units (four

towers) of new, for sale high‐rise residen‐
tial development which were the first new
high‐rise residential buildings in Downtown
San Jose’s history by offering assistance in
developing parking, selling or leasing agency
owned land and providing an expedited
review process.

• Brought the first new major grocery
store in Down‐
town San Jose.

• Developed
over 500,000 sq. ft.
of new retail in
Downtown San
Jose, including the
350,000 sq. ft. Mar‐
ket Center devel‐
opment on former
brownfields rail‐
road property.

• Completed the
$75 million reno‐
vation of the his‐

toric California Theater as San Jose’s new
opera and symphony hall.

• Developed and implemented a plan
investing $100 million to improve 19 trou‐
bled neighborhoods (Strong Neighborhoods
Initiative), which won National League of
Cities award and recognition.

• Completed development agreement to
create a new urban village with 700 hous‐
ing units on the edge of Downtown.

• Completed a new 15,000 sq. ft. Gold
LEED Certified community center.

• Negotiated a development agreement
with Brocade, a major network equipment
provider to locate its 2,500 employee cor‐
porate headquarters in North San Jose.

• Negotiated development agreements
with 10 other smaller firms to commit head‐
quarters in North San Jose to create 5,000
new jobs.

Major League Baseball Initiative: Worked
with owner of the Oakland A’s team to iden‐
tify a site for a new baseball stadium in
Downtown San Jose. Performed environ‐
mental impact reports and economic stud‐
ies for the project and acquired 9 of 11
parcels necessary for the development of
a ballpark in Downtown San Jose. While the
move of the Oakland A’s was not approved
by Major League Baseball, the site was
recently acquired by Google as part of the
company’s planned Google Village in Down‐
town San Jose, adjacent to the Diridon rail
station.

San Jose will fondly remember Harry
Mavrogenes with his caring heart – some‐
one who made time for everyone –a com‐
mitted public servant.  

Graveside service will be held on Wednes‐
day, October 7, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. at Oak
Hill Funeral home & Memorial Park locat‐
ed at 300 Curtner Avenue, San Jose, CA
95125.
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Harry Mavrogenes with daughters (l to r) Stephanie, Emily and Maria.

County of Santa Clara
offers free flu shots
Health officials are asking the public to
get vaccinated for influenza right now 

E
arly and timely flu shots are estimat‐
ed to prevent a disease that hospital‐
izes 200,000 Americans every year. 

Each winter, people sick with flu crowd
hospitals and urgent care clinics, resources
that may be strained due to COVID‐19, so
to reduce the strain, free flu shots are now
available at Valley Health Center Moorpark,
San José thru mid‐December.

Flu shots are available every Saturday, 9
a.m. – 4 p.m. 2400 Moorpark Ave., San José,
CA 95128

Age requirements: 12 years and older;
children age 12‐17 must be accompanied by
a guardian; age 3 years and older. Children
age 3‐17 must be accompanied by a guardian.
No appointments are necessary, and masks
are required.

“You need a flu shot every year, and this
is not the year to skip it,” said Dr. Sara Cody,
County of Santa Clara Health Officer and
director of the County Public Health Depart‐
ment. “The flu shot is a safe, effective way
to reduce your chance of ending up in the
hospital with severe flu. It is important for
parents to know that it is safe to take kids
into the doctor for vaccinations.”

In the Bay Area, as is the case across the
state and the country, the percentage of chil‐
dren up to date on immunizations has fall‐
en as parents delay routine visits to their

pediatricians, which is a serious concern.
The County of Santa Clara regularly com‐
municates with parents about keeping kids
up to date, which is required for school atten‐
dance. An annual flu shot visit is a great time
for kids to catch up on vaccination.

The flu vaccine offers protection for many
months, but not forever. Also, the strains of
influenza circulating in the community
change over time, so it is important to get
the new vaccine every year.

For those with insurance, under the Afford‐
able Care Act, a flu shot is available without
cost as a preventive service from your reg‐
ular doctor or most pharmacies. For those
without health insurance, or anyone who
finds it more convenient, free community
clinics and the County offer many opportu‐
nities to get a free flu shot.

For more information about flu, visit the
County of Santa Clara Public Health Depart‐
ment flu web page, sccphd.org/flu. 

Volunteer court‑appointed
Child Advocates of Silicon
Valley sworn in

C
hild Advocates of Silicon Valley swore
in a new class of volunteer court‐
appointed special advocates last

month, including five residents from
Almaden Valley. 

The new volunteers will be assigned chil‐
dren in the local foster care system, speak‐
ing on behalf of the children in the courts
and helping ensure their well‐being.
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Tickets on sale now
for drive‑thru 
Christmas in the Park
Change of venue to History 
Park due to COVID‑19

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
ickets for San Jose’s beloved holiday
tradition, Christmas in the Park, are
now available for its new venue due

to COVID‐19.  
It might seem a bit early to start thinking

about Christmas, but Jason Minsky, the exec‐
utive director of Christmas in the Park, has
been hard at work coming up with a social
distancing venue.

Instead of a stroll through downtown’s
Plaza de Cesar Chavez, Christmas in the
Park will instead be a drive‐through event
at History Park on Senter Road. And — like
the annual Fantasy of Lights show at Vasona
Park — you have to reserve a day and time
to visit in advance. 

See CHRISTMAS, next page Christmas in the Park is sponsored by International Brotherhood of Electgrical Workers



Tech Jargon of the Week

Smart Homes

H
ave you ever stumbled into a con‐
versation where everyone is speak‐
ing around this “techie” word – and

even after you’ve broken in, it is difficult to
understand the unfamiliar jargon and
acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat it. 

Let us teach you the meaning of some com‐
monly used tech words:

Smart Homes
Have you ever been sitting in your office

and wondering if you turned off the stove at
home? Worried if you set the security alarm?
Are the surveillance cameras working? With
the advent of smart homes, you can stop
worrying of these issues. 

Twenty years ago, a porch light timer would
have been considered a smart home tech‐
nology. Today, as the technology advances,
the demand for thermostats to automatically
switch to your “desired” temperature, or
lights turning on and off based on the pres‐
ence of the room, has increased. Smart homes
mean that appliances like the clocks, lights,
door bells, cameras, and hot water heaters

– all these devices have the capability to com‐
municate, send your information over the
internet and also take your commands. Smart
homes are exactly what they sound like:
automating the ability to control items around
the house. 

Most homes today already have a certain
amount of “smartness” because many appli‐
ances already contain built‐in sensors or
electronic controllers. The washing machines
have programs that make them follow a dis‐
tinct series of washes, rinses and spins
depending on how you set their various

knobs when you first switch it on. There are
robotic vacuum cleaners which crawl the
floor and sweep the dust on their own. 

All these appliances are a step towards
smart homes, but the concept takes things
a step further. In the advanced smart homes,
there is a centralized controller that can mon‐
itor the state of the home and switch on or
off any appliances. For example, it monitors
the light levels coming through the windows
and automatically raises or lowers the win‐
dow blinds. It can detect movement across
the floor and respond appropriately. 

Some of the common smart home prod‐
ucts are the Amazon Echo and Echo Dot, Nest
Cam Outdoors for surveillance of the home,
Nest Learning thermostat for controlling
temperature, and the iRobot Roomba to clean
the home, etc. 

About the Author
Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in

your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana
works as a Research Senior Software Engi‑
neer at the IBM Almaden Research Center,
San Jose.
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Christmas
Continued from previous page

A change in venue for Christmas in the
Park, the first time in its 41‐year history,
was required because a loss of sponsor‐
ship revenue due to the pandemic, not to
mention the lost vendor and ride income
normally taken in during a normal year. 

“People are going to expect to see Christ‐
mas in the Park from a car, and I think
they’re going to be blown away,” he said.
“They’re going to be overwhelmed by how
much more there is to see,” Minsky said.

As a bonus, the regular Christmas in the
Park displays, the historic and replica
buildings at History Park also will be dec‐
orated, along with the illuminated repli‐
ca of the San Jose Light Tower. 

“There will be light tunnels, giant
snowflakes and hundreds of decorated
trees, with the whole visit choreographed
to music. Santa Claus will be around, too,”
said Minsky. 

Drive‑thru pricing 
The pricing for Christmas in the Park

drive‐thru is $20 per vehicle for standard‐
sized cars and trucks up to 8 ft. high (no
buses or limos)— from 5 to 10 p.m., and
$10 during “twilight hour” between 4 and
5 p.m. Reservations are in 15‐minute win‐
dows, with hundreds of cars able to visit
in a single day. 

There’s no option to visit during the day
due to the emphasis on illuminated dis‐
plays.

Understanding not all families can afford
the admission, Minsky said tickets also
are being distributed through nonprofit
partners including Somos Mayfair and
Catholic Charities. You can donate to spon‐
sor another car when purchasing a tick‐
et. 

For more information and to reserve a
spot visit: www.christmasinthepark.com.
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By John Carr
Chairman of the Santa Clara County 

Airports Commission
By Anissa Mohler

Regional Airline Pilot and Flight Instructor
at Reid-Hillview

I
n August and September, the SCU Light-
ning Complex Fire burned more than
396,600 acres and stopped

just three miles short of San
Jose’s eastern border.

CalFire’s use of Reid-Hillview
airport, located in the center of
Evergreen, made the airport’s
role as a critical firefighting
asset clear to all. Santa Clara
County officials have been
aware of the airport’s impor-
tance to the safety of our com-
munity for decades. Yet, there
have been numerous attempts
to close the airport since 1990.
Why?  

Why Close Reid-Hillview
Airport? Safety? Cost? 

In 1993, then City Council
member, Blanca Alvarado
pushed the Santa Clara County Supervisors
to shut down the airport to improve gener-
al safety for the surrounding community. The
County hired SRI International to evaluate
the risks to the community’s safety with the
property used as an airport vs alternate uses
such as housing. The SRI study concluded
the safest use of the land for the surround-
ing community was as an airport. Safety is
not a reason. 

Reid-Hillview has been and remains fully
self-sufficient in its operations. In spite of
that, in 2008, Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors Chairman, Pete McHugh, moved
to consider shutting down Reid-Hillview to
address overall County budget shortfalls by
redeveloping the property. This motion was
seconded enthusiastically by Supervisor Blan-
ca Alvarado. 

In an August 2008 memorandum, then
County Counsel Ann Ravel, concluded:
“Should the Board determine that it wishes
to pursue the sale or lease of Reid-Hillview
Airport, the legal procedures would be
extremely complex and lengthy [costly].” The
Board of Supervisors voted 3-2 not to con-
sider the issue further.

Blanca Alvarado moves again to close
Reid-Hillview

A routine update to the Airport’s Business
Plan in 2018 became another opportunity
for Blanca Alvarado, now a private citizen,
to attempt to close Reid-Hillview. This time
her excuse is low income housing. In Novem-
ber 2018 Ms. Alvarado told the San Jose Spot-
light she organized a coalition to close Reid-
Hillview and use the land for affordable apart-
ments in spite of resistance by officials. 

On May 9, 2017, the Board of Supervisors
directed County airport staff to update the
2006 Airport Business Plan prior to accept-
ing further FAA grants.  FAA grants are used
in conjunction with the Airport Enterprise
Fund (AEF) to allow the airport to operate
independent of the county general fund.
When the County accepts an FAA grant it also

agrees to continue airport operations for
twenty years.  The last grant accepted by the
County was in 2011 making 2031 the expi-
ration date under the current grant.  

The Business Plan update cost $130,000
and took 19 months. The final business plan
was presented at a Santa Clara County Board
of Supervisors meeting in December 2018.

The primary recommendation by airport staff
was to approve the update and accept FAA
grants. 

The Business Plan proposal as written was
not voted on. Instead, Supervisor Chavez
ignored her own consultants and introduced
a complex motion written the day before the
Board meeting dedicated exclusively to clos-
ing Reid Hillview, transferring all aviation
assets to San Martin and using the land for
non-aviation purposes. While housing was
championed in public comment by Ms. Alvara-
do, not one supervisor committed to that use.

Sadly, the people of Ms. Alvarado’s coali-
tion will benefit the least if this latest attempt
is successful. Supervisor Chavez publicly
admits she doesn’t know what the county
would do with the property if it were avail-
able for development. Logic would dictate if
affordable housing were the primary con-
cern for the County the new housing being
built just south of Reid-Hillview right now
would be affordable. It is not.

Who benefits from closing Reid-
Hillview? Not Evergreen!

While Ms. Alvarado has a respected histo-
ry of advocacy for the Latinx community these
attempts to close Reid-Hillview in their name
are misguided at best. This is not concern for
the disadvantaged or the county budget or
safety. This is something else. Repurposing
the Reid-Hillview property will displace lower
income residents and eliminate an irre-
placeable public safety asset; risking the
homes and lives of all Evergreen residents
when the next firestorm happens.

To get periodic updates on this issue visit:
www.savereidhillview.org/ and sign up for
the newsletter. Email your County of Santa
Clara Supervisors, and District 8 San Jose City
Council person Sylvia Arenas at: dis-
trict8@sanjoseca.gov 

The next article in this series discusses the
safety, quality of life and financial impact of
the county’s lack of formal decision to oper-
ate the property as an airport long term. 

Op Ed
One woman’s crusade to close Reid-Hillview Airport

New housing near Reid-Hillview Aiport
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C
alifornia is known for its beautiful cities,
sunny days and being home to leading
technology companies in Silicon Valley. 

Home to more than 39 million people across
482 municipalities, making it the largest state
in the country, which of California’s cities are
the safest?

Safety.com has released its new report:
‘Safest Cities in California for 2020’ Safety.com
narrowed down the safest cities in each state
based on two primary categories. 

First, public safety factors were evaluated
including violent, property and hate crimes
in each area to help determine the safest areas
to live. Financial and socioeconomic factors
were evaluated including household income,
average rent and health insurance. In addi‐
tion, each state was evaluated for natural dis‐
aster safety and public health safety. You can
find a detailed breakdown of our methodol‐
ogy and links to sources here.

Here are the public safety factors counted
for each city based on a population of 10,000
(for example, a “2” means two incidents for
every 10,000 people).

• Property crime – Number of property
crimes reported in the city (FBI Crime Report)

• Violent crime – Number of violent crimes
reported in the city (FBI Crime Report)

• Aggravated assaults – Number of aggra‐
vated assaults reported in the city (FBI Crime
Report)

• Hate crime – Number of hate crimes
reported in the city (FBI Hate Crime Report)

• Officer‐related incidents – Number of offi‐
cer‐involved shootings reported in the city
(Gun Violence Archive)

• Mass shootings – Incidents in which four
or more people are shot/killed in the city
(Gun Violence Archive)

Here are the financial safety factors we
counted for each city:

• Annual rent – Annualized median rent
• Unemployment rate – The average rate

of unemployed residents in each city
• Cost of living – The average annual rent

and household income per city
• Poverty rate – Percentage of families that

reported experiencing poverty in the last 12
months

• Uninsured employed – Percentage of
employed residents that reported not having
health insurance

• Uninsured unemployed – Percentage of
unemployed residents that reported not hav‐
ing health insurance

25 Safest Cities in California
No. 1 Thousand Oaks
Thousand Oaks has an overall low violence,

assault, hate crime and officer incident rate
– making it a great place for families. It is
home to the Santa Monica Mountains Nation‐
al Recreation Area and California Lutheran
University. It’s only 40 miles from Los Ange‐

les and has a few popular sights of its own
including the Conejo Valley Botanical Garden
and Gardens of the World.

No. 2 Sunnyvale
Sunnyvale also has a low mass shooting,

officer incident and hate crime rate. It’s home
to two digital powerhouses, Yahoo! Inc. and
LinkedIn. The city prides itself on its com‐
munity policing efforts to keep its munici‐
pality safe. Their Explorer Post 417 program
lets people get officer training and partici‐
pate in safety initiatives including DUI check‐
points.

No. 3 Corona
Corona’s property crime rate is slightly

high, but the city has a low crime rate over‐
all. It’s a growing California city that sits 95
miles north of San Diego. If you plan to visit,
stop by the Pumpkin Rock to see one of the
city’s most famous landmarks of a pumpkin‐
painted rock. Chino Hill State Park and the
Santiago Peak are also nearby for outdoor
adventures.

No. 4 Murrieta
Murrieta’s poverty level is average com‐

pared to other California cities, but their over‐
all crime rate is low. It’s known for great wine
and food with atmospheres that can be quiet
and cozy or entertaining with live music. The
city is home to a few of California’s most pop‐
ular wineries including Callaway Vineyard &
Winery, Miramonte Winery and Lorimar Vine‐

yards and Winery.
No. 5 Huntington Beach
Huntington Beach has a low crime rate and

lower than average annual rent, but the prop‐
erty crime rate is slightly higher than aver‐
age. It’s the perfect vacation spot with a pop‐
ular amusement park, Adventure City, and
The Reptile Zoo. The Huntington Beach Inter‐
national Surfing Museum is also a great place
for surfers to see the surfing culture from a
worldwide view. 

No. 6 Simi Valley
Simi Valley has a slightly higher hate crime

rate than previously noted cities. But overall,
the poverty rate is lower than others. It’s
home to the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library showcasing the archives, life and pres‐
idency of the 40th President of the United
States. There’s also the Skateboarding Hall of
Fame and Museum. You can also visit Universal
Studios and Hollywood Boulevard nearby.

No. 7 Santa Clarita
Santa Clarita’s property crime rate is lower

than other California cities, but their violent
crime and mass shooting rates are slightly
higher. It is known for Vasquez Rocks Natu‐
ral Area Park, Stevenson Ranch and Six Flags
Magic Mountain theme park nearby. The
amusement park is known for BATMAN: The
Ride and SUPERMAN: Escape from Krypton.

No. 8 Irvine
Irvine has a low violent crime rate and fair‐

ly high household income for families. The city
hosts the annual Irvine Global Village Festi‐
val celebrating different cultures through

See SAFETY, page 18

Report: ‘Safest Cities in California for 2020’
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Open space
Continued from page 4
accounts for two‐thirds of
OSA’s operating budget, OSA
would not be able to keep its
many preserves open to the
public.

I also think it’s smart to run
these efforts through a small
and focused entity, like the
OSA, rather than allow open
space funds to disappear with‐
in a larger bureaucracy that
faces competing demands.
OSA is quite adept at leverag‐
ing its small budget for match‐
ing funds from other entities, attracting an
average of $3 in private, state, and federal
investment for every $1 supplied by local
taxpayers.

Indeed, over the years, OSA has used Meas‐
ure Q revenue and matching funds to make
a number of strategic investments across
its jurisdiction, including many in District
10 (see map, above.)

I’ve been impressed by OSA’s disciplined
approach to buying key parcels of land that
increase connectivity between existing open
space. OSA’s purchases have focused on eco‐
logical value and the potential for low‐impact
public access, rather than simply growing
acres under management.

For example, their acquisition of 52 acres
on Pfeiffer Ridge (just above the Pfeiffer,
Sunrise and Shadowbrook neighborhoods
in Almaden) is part of a long‐term vision to
connect Almaden Lake to Santa Teresa Coun‐

ty Park along the ridge, which would be an
incredible asset for all San Joséans and espe‐
cially the many thousands of Santa Teresa
and Almaden residents who live within walk‐
ing distance.

This same focus on “connectivity” and
public value is evident in OSA’s investments
at Sycamore Terrace, which has been incor‐
porated into Almaden Lake Park, Rancho
Cañada del Oro (connecting extensive trail
networks on the southern and western edges
of Almaden Valley), and Martial Cottle Park,
which promises to become one of San José’s
premier urban parks in the years ahead.

But even if one doesn’t walk, hike, ride
through — or otherwise directly experience
— the local parks and open space preserves
in which OSA invests, I think Measure T is
a good investment for other reasons as well.

First, if you want a strict dollars‐and‐cents
argument, open space and regional parks

View of Almaden Valley from Pfeiffer Ridge, where the Open
Space Authority purchased 52 acres in 2017. It will one day
serve as a gateway to 1,500 acres of open space along the
Santa Teresa Foothills, connecting Almaden Lake to Santa Tere-
sa County Park.

Sycamore Terrace at the intersection of Almaden Expressway and Coleman Rd., now part of Almaden
Lake Park. Photo credit: Dave Poeschel
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make our neighborhoods more desirable
and our homes more valuable. I’d happily
wager that homeowners in District 10 have
derived far more than $24 per year in home
value appreciation attributable to our prox‐
imity to abundant open space. In fact, a lit‐
erature review published by the University
of Washington and the U.S. Forest Service
found that homes adjacent to naturalistic
parks are valued 8–20% higher than com‐
parable properties, with positive effects per‐
sisting up to one‐half mile from a given park.

Second, and more pressing from my per‐
spective, open space promotes health for
our entire community. In addition to encour‐
aging active lifestyles for park goers, open
space in and near urban areas measurably
improves air quality even for residents who
never step foot in a park.

We’re just beginning to understand the
true impact of poor air quality on human
health, but recent research findings are
alarming: numerous studies have found that
a high concentration of air pollutants can
induce neurological diseases, accelerate
aging, lower cognitive ability, increase res‐
piratory disease rates, hamper productivi‐
ty, and stunt children’s intellectual devel‐
opment. Here again, if you’re looking for a
financial ROI (return on investment) argu‐
ment, cleaner air and healthier lifestyles

reduce health care costs, which are now the
single largest component of government
spending in the United States.

Third, open space creates a city that is
simply more beautiful and enjoyable. As a
parent, some of my most cherished experi‐
ences with our young children involve going
outside and experiencing nature together.
Our family feels extremely fortunate to be
a short bike or car ride from so many beau‐
tiful places. I have no doubt these protect‐
ed areas contribute to our collective men‐
tal health and happiness, and that our appre‐
ciation for them will only grow over time as
the Bay Area grows.

If you’re interested in learning more about
Measure T and OSA’s work, I’m organizing
a community chat over Zoom with OSA’s
General Manager, Andrea Mackenzie, on
Thursday, October 1st at 5pm. Bring your
tough questions and ambitious ideas, and
please sign up here for the event link:
tinyurl.com/MeasureTMahan

In closing, I hope you’ll consider joining
me in support of Measure T. I think we’d be
hard‐pressed to find another investment of
$24 per year (call it a handful of trips to
Starbucks) that would yield greater collec‐
tive benefit for our community than this one.
I know future generations will be grateful
to ours for making this small sacrifice today.

Both a working farm and public park, Martial Cottle in the northern part of District 10 offers res-
idents walking and cycling trails, Master Gardeners classes, event space, and other amenities.
Photo credit: Ron Horii

The rolling hills of nearby Coyote Ridge (top left) and Rancho Cañada del Oro (bottom right) provide
habitat for native flora and fauna, cleaner air and a beautiful place to call home.



Opening
Continued from page 1
Albarrán said the district doesn’t have ade‐

quate funding or staff to source the quanti‐
ty of tests that would be required or provide
contact tracing for positive cases.

SJUSD spokesperson Jennifer Maddox said
testing by large health care providers needs

to be ramped up and contact tracing is the
realm of the county.

“I don’t think anyone realistically antici‐
pated school districts would be able to han‐
dle the burden of testing,” Maddox said. “We
can provide devices, instruction, online class‐
rooms, connect people to the internet and
provide meal service. But when we start to
reach into testing for a pandemic, it goes
beyond our capabilities and expertise.”

To reach its decision to extend online learn‐
ing through December, the school district
considered feedback from a survey, negoti‐
ations with labor groups, discussions with
health officials and county data on viral trans‐
mission.

About 60% of survey respondents pre‐
ferred a plan that would remain consistent
through at least the end of the semester in
December.

“We know that consistency is critical to
our families,” said Jodi Lax, associate super‐
intendent of instruction. “We absolutely rec‐
ognize that in‐person learning is the ideal
experience for students and teachers and
want to welcome students back to campus‐
es when it is safe to do so.”

Parent Holly Case said she wasn’t sur‐
prised with the school district’s decision and
that schools don’t have enough space or man‐
power to open during the pandemic.

Case said she prefers her teenage daugh‐
ter continue with distance learning safely at
home but couldn’t imagine how hard it would
be if she had a young child and had to jug‐
gle helping her with schoolwork while work‐
ing.

According to the California School Sector
Specific Guidelines and the Centers for Dis‐
ease Control and Prevention, schools may
reopen for in‐person instruction if they are
in a local health jurisdiction that has not been
on the county monitoring list within the prior
14 days.

The school district was confused by the
county’s prohibition on activities such as
indoor dining, movies and gatherings while
allowing K‐12 schools to reopen without
clear guidelines.

“It’s hard to reconcile that indoor gather‐
ings aren’t safe but having 30 children in the
classroom is,” Maddox said.

Maddox said the state hasn’t increased
funding enough to account for the reduced
class sizes and additional staff and cleaning
service returning to school during the pan‐
demic would require. She also doubts the dis‐
trict would be able to procure enough COVID‐
19 tests as they’re difficult for even health
care providers to get.

The district assured families they could
choose distance learning even if in‐person
instruction is offered, Maddox said.

About 40% of parents said they preferred
distance learning in the district’s most recent
survey.

“It will depend on how much progress we
can make in the next couple of months
whether or not we can safely reopen in the
new year,” Maddox said. “The other chal‐
lenge is that we’ve seen some districts start
to open and in the first week or two they get
a positive case and the whole thing shuts
down.”

In addition, because of upcoming holidays
and the likelihood of people traveling in and
out of the county, Maddox said it didn’t make
sense to open now.

“We are extremely disappointed that we
don’t feel we can safely bring students back
at this point,” she said. “We know in‐person
learning is best for our students and espe‐
cially those with special needs. It’s difficult
for them to succeed with distance learning.
But we do feel it’s the right decision for our
community at this time. We hope conditions
in the county continue to improve so we can
welcome students back in 2021.”
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Safety
Continued from page 15
videos, food and art. It’s known as one of the best multicul‐
tural festivals in Orange County. Irvine was also a filming loca‐
tion for blockbusters including The Hangover, Part III and Iron
Man.

No. 9 Chula Vista
Chula Vista has an overall higher poverty and violent crime

rate across the board. Chula Vista, meaning ‘beautiful view,’ is
one of the biggest cities in the state and is Southern Califor‐
nia’s seventh largest city. It’s the perfect place for water lovers,
especially those with kayaks and boats. The city has over 32
acres of water adventures including SeaWorld and Aquatica.

No. 10 Clovis
Unfortunately, Clovis has a higher property crime rate com‐

pared to most safe California cities. It’s residents are less than
7 miles from downtown Fresno, a popular California city. Their
downtown area is known for restaurants, history and culture
that can be seen best through a guided walking tour. The city
is also best known for the Clovis Botanical Gardens and Sier‐
ra National Forest for hiking or outdoor activities.

No. 11 Temecula
Temecula has a low violent crime rate, but higher than nor‐

mal unemployment rate. It’s a tourist city that’s best known
for their wineries and attractions including the Temecula Val‐
ley Wine Country, Callaway Vineyard and Winery and Pechanga
Resort Casino. The city is also best known for the Temecula
Valley Film Festival that showcases music and film from coun‐
tries worldwide.

No. 12 Torrance
A large number of unemployed Torrance residents are unin‐

sured, but the unemployment rate is average compared to

other cities. Torrance consistently has a low crime rate and is
regularly known as one of the safest cities statewide. The city
has popular local breweries including George Lopez Brewing
Company, Red Car Brewery & Restaurant and Cosmic Brewery.

No. 13 Glendale
Glendale has a high unemployment rate and expensive annu‐

al rent. It’s one of the largest cities in Los Angeles county that’s
known for food and art. Visit the Museum of Neon Art then try
food from different cuisines at local restaurants. The city is
best known for their Armenian presence with authentic baked
goods, kebabs and art around Glendale and Los Angeles.

No. 14 Santa Clara
Santa Clara has a low unemployment rate, but a higher vio‐

lent crime rate overall. It’s home to many tech companies
including Intel and Hitachi. The city is also known for the pop‐
ular Intel Museum, Computer History Museum and the 49ers
Museum to showcase the San Francisco football team. If you
visit, California’s Great America amusement park is a popular
attraction,

No. 15 Roseville
Roseville has a higher than average property crime and vio‐

lent crime rate. It is near the Sacramento area, and is home to
Hewlett‐Packard and NEC Electronics. It’s a great area for fam‐
ilies and senior citizens to reside not too far from a metropol‐
itan area. Roseville has highly ranked public schools, neigh‐
borhoods and retirement areas making it the perfect place to
live for people of all ages.

No. 16 San Mateo
San Mateo has a great household income average and annu‐

al rent. It’s south of San Francisco. Visit the San Mateo Japan‐
ese Garden in San Mateo Central Park to see one of the best
gardens in California, especially during the spring to see the
cherry blossoms. The San Francisco Botanical Garden is also

nearby for a day of outdoor activities.
No. 17 Orange
Orange has a high poverty rate and property crime rate com‐

pared to other safe cities, but they are still low overall. It’s close
to the Crystal Cathedral – a popular Roman Catholic church
that was built in 1981. The Crystal Cathedral has Medieval art
and the Hazel Wright Memorial Organ, one of the largest instru‐
ments in the world. You can also visit the Orange County Zoo
for a small, intimate zoo with a focus on Southwestern ani‐
mals.

No. 18 Carlsbad
Carlsbad has a high household income and most residents

have access to the internet. It’s close to San Diego and a pop‐
ular place for both residents and tourists alike. It’s known for
being one of the wealthier California areas. The city is close to
the San Diego Safari Park, Legoland and a farmer’s market for
locally sourced produce every Wednesday.

No. 19 Fullerton
Fullerton has one of the lowest rent costs annually, but a

high property crime rate. The city is the home of Kraft Foods,
California State University and Fullerton College. The city is
filled with public art, but is best known for the Muckenthaler
Cultural Center. The center is a mansion that was donated by
the Muckenthaler family as a place to host concerts, exhibits
and cultural events.

No. 20 Elk Grove
Elk Grove lies in Sacramento County and has a low violent

crime rate along with a number of parks for recreational activ‐
ities and a sense of community. The most popular park is Elk
Grove Regional Park. There’s an aquatic center, softball fields,
youth center and more. The park also hosts the Giant Pump‐
kin Festival every October for pumpkin growers to show off

their produce.



Espinoza
Continued from page 1
Colombia, USA, Germany, Brazil, Ukraine,
Trinidad and Tobago, Grenada, and others;
all with the same ambition ‐‐ to become pro‐
fessional soccer players. Many of Espinoza’s
teammates spoke German and Portuguese,
so he learned both languages.  “I already
spoke my native languages of English and
Spanish. With time, I was able to speak to
the German referees in German, speak Por‐
tuguese to my teammates, and effectively
use my leadership abilities to their fullest
effect.” 

“Being in a new country without knowing
the language or having many native friends
was extremely difficult,” Espinoza said. “Being
away from your family for so long and hav‐
ing little support in close proximity was
daunting at times. What helped my psyche
were the friends I was able to make. One
Valdrin Tahiri, Kosovo‐German, helped
immensely, as well as other players on the
team.” 

“We had some difficulties at times with
our share the drama of disorganized aspects.
However, the main appeal to being there was
the talent of the players," said Espinoza. 

"The team’s raw talent is so impressive;
the soccer club was granted the opportuni‐
ty to play friendlies against a variety of high‐
er league teams in the 5th Hessenliga divi‐
sion. As a result of winning the title, our team
was promoted to a higher league.” 

Racist altercations
“The opposing teams we were sometimes

racist in their comments to our team because
we were a team of essentially all foreigners,”

Espinoza explained. “The referees, the oppos‐
ing fans, and the opposing players would say
whatever they could to ease their anger and
frustration. It was only magnified by the
unsurpassable quality we had on the pitch.
Their anger would increase as we would
score again and again and again. At first I could
not understand their remarks, then once I
learned enough German, I would do my best
to defend my teammates, who themselves
really did not know what was being said, but
unfortunately it was appalling at times.” 

The art of Winning 
“Our strong team was the top of the table

for the entirety of the season leading up to
the league being cancelled due to COVID‐
19,” Espinoza explained. “The most pivotal
game was the 17th, and the last one before
the winter break. On December 29th, we
played against the 2nd place team called
Groß Gerau. We were scored on very early
in the game around the 1st minute. And all
hell broke loose, where the team was
absolutely bashing one another in criticism.
But as the leader I recognized the situation
and focused on playing simply effective soc‐
cer. After some time, I began to heavily praise
every single motion of my teammates; and
as time went on, the moral improved
immensely, where we were able to score the
tying goal. From an interception I had a long
pass to the winger, a cross to the attacking
midfielder in the box and a wonderful fin‐
ish.” 

“We ended up winning the game with seven
minutes left, from a brilliant left footed curler
towards the far post. The game extended our
lead in the league by 11 points (3 for win 1
for draw 0 for loss). As we celebrated, I heard
the chant from our club president, Derby

Sieger... “Derby Sieger ay ay,” translated to
Derby Winner! I knew this would put us in
phenomenal position to win the league when
it resumed again in March 2020. The season
ended up being suspended and finally can‐
celled. Speculation was looming as to whether
the 1st place would be crowned champions,
and if the last places would face relegation
etc. However, in the end on June 20th 2020,
the German Federation announced that
FCA04 Darmstadt were the winners of the
Kreißoberliga, and gained promotion to the
GruppenLiga,” stated Espinoza.

Team captain at Whitworth University
At Whitworth University as a Communi‐

ty Health and Psychology double major,
Espinoza captained his soccer team to three
conference championships and a national
ranking each year he attended. After grad‐

uation, Espinoza moved to Europe so he
could pursue a career in professional soc‐
cer. 

“…all hell broke loose, where the
team was absolutely bashing one
another in criticism. But as the
leader I recognized the situation
and focused on playing simply
effective soccer. After some time,
I began to heavily praise every
single motion of my teammates;
and as time went on, the moral
improved immensely…”

– Eric Espinoza
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Ballot
Continued from page 1
Willette said Prop. 20 would result in mas‐
sive prison overcrowding, prolong prison
sentences, limit rehabilitation and push
parolees back into the prison system. 

Prop. 22
California Proposition 22, the App‐Based

Drivers as Contractors and Labor Policies Ini‐
tiative, would define app‐based transporta‐
tion and delivery drivers (such as drivers
for Uber, Lyft and DoorDash), as independ‐
ent contractors rather than employees. Prop.
22 would exempt app‐based transportation
and delivery companies from having to pro‐
vide employee benefits like minimum wage,
overtime, paid sick leave and unemploy‐
ment insurance. 

However, Prop. 22 would provide inde‐
pendent‐contractor drivers with some com‐
pensation, including minimum wage, some
auto insurance and maintenance coverage
and a health care stipend. 

Kyle Griffith, senior coalitions coordina‐
tor for the ‘Yes on 22’ campaign endorses
the proposition. Cherri Murphy, a doctoral
student, social justice organizer and Lyft
driver, spoke against it.

Griffith said Prop. 22 would save app‐
based jobs and services in California, as Uber
and Lyft have threatened leaving the state
if it does not pass.  

As independent contractors, app‐based
drivers are able to set their own hours and
decide when, where, and how long to work,
Griffith said. 

“Last year, Sacramento politicians passed
Assembly Bill 85 to extend employee bene‐
fits towards these drivers,” Griffith said,
“…and created unintended consequences
that threaten the ability of these drivers to
continue this kind of work.”

Griffith said Prop. 22 would guarantee
app‐based drivers at least 120% of mini‐
mum wage and 30 cents a mile compensa‐
tion and provide them with occupational
accident insurance. He also said app‐based
drivers who work at least 15 hours a week
would receive some health care. 

Prop. 22 is a public safety measure, Grif‐
fith said, as it requires app‐based drivers to
have background checks and take safety
courses and states a zero‐tolerance policy
for drivers using drugs and alcohol. 

Murphy, a Lyft driver, strongly opposes
Prop. 22.

“Uber, Lyft and DoorDash created Prop.
22 to keep denying the rights drivers
deserve,” Murphy said. “When the pandemic
hit, we stepped up for our communities, but
Uber, Lyft and DoorDash haven’t stepped
up for us.”

Murphy said if Prop. 22 passes, it would
ensure app‐based drivers do not have paid
sick leave, health care, unemployment insur‐
ance, worker’s compensation, minimum
wage or overtime. 

“If these corporations truly cared for their
workers,” Murphy said, “when the pandemic
hit, they would have made sure workers had
personal protective equipment to ensure
the welfare of their drivers and passengers.”

Griffith said Berkeley Research Group
found that forcing these companies to adhere
to an employment model would eliminate
80 to 90% of app‐based jobs. With Prop. 22,
he said, the companies can continue work‐
ing in California rather than shut down in
many parts of the state. Prop. 22 extends earn‐
ings, health benefits and accident insurance,
Griffith said, while ensuring these businesses
can continue operating in California.

Murphy said Lyft and Uber drivers want
to be treated with dignity and respect. 

“Labor and workers have value,” Murphy
said. “Pay them fairly, give them disability,
worker’s comp and paid leave. Their busi‐
ness model focuses on the bottom line.”

Prop. 25
California Proposition 25, the Replace Cash

Bail with Risk Assessments Referendum,
would uphold Senate Bill 10, replacing cash
bail for a detained suspect awaiting trial with
an assessment of the individual’s risk of com‐
mitting another crime or not appearing in
court.

Criminal suspects in California pay a cash
bond to be released from jail pending trial,
with the understanding that they will reap‐
pear in court for trials and hearings. Regard‐
less of the outcome, the cash bond was repaid
to suspects after their criminal trials, as long
as they appeared. 

Usually, a standard bail amount would be
set for any alleged offense, but judges had
the option to raise, lower or waive the bail.
If a suspect could not afford to pay the bail,
the individual could borrow money through
a commercial bail bond agent.

Bail bond companies are responsible for
the defendant’s bail obligation in exchange
for a nonrefundable fee, which is generally
10 to 15 percent of the bail amount. The
remaining cost is secured by collateral such
as a car, house or jewelry, which is forfeit‐
ed to the bail bond company if the defen‐
dant misses a court appearance.

According to Brennan Center for Justice,
bail practices are frequently discriminato‐
ry, with Black and Latino men assessed at
higher amounts than white men for similar
crimes on average by 35 and 19 percent
respectively.

Senate Bill 10 replaced cash bail with risk
assessments. Those judged as low risks to
public safety and of failing to appear in court

Kyle Griffith (left), senior coalitions coordinator for the ‘Yes on 22’ campaign endorses the Prop.
22. Cherri Murphy, a doctoral student, social justice organizer and Lyft driver, spoke against it.
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would be released from jail. Suspects con‐
sidered medium risk could be released
depending upon the court’s rulings. High
risk cases would remain in jail but might have
an opportunity to argue before a judge for
their release. 

Mullissa Willette, exemption investigator
at the Santa Clara County Assessor’s Office,
spoke in favor of Prop. 25. Corrin Rankin, a
former bail bond agent, spoke against it.

Willette equated cash bail with ransom
and said the money bail system is inher‐
ently unfair to low‐income people and peo‐
ple of color.

“Right now, it’s a crime to be poor,” Wil‐
lette said. “Innocence should be determined
by a system of equal justice under the law,
not how much money you have in your bank
account.”

Willette said as the average bail in Cali‐
fornia is $50,000 dollars, individuals who
can’t afford to pay it must borrow $5,000
from bail bonds services. Even if they are
never convicted, these people will never see
the $5,000 again, she said.

If they don’t have the money, they have
to stay in jail until trial…and can lose their
jobs, childcare, homes and cars, Willette said,
while wealthy people who can pay the full
bail amount will recoup their money. 

Willette shared the story of a man who
stole cologne spending 351 days in jail while

a Stanford University student who was
accused of sexually assaulting a woman while
she was unconscious was released the same
day he was arrested. 

“The wealthy can buy their freedom,” Wil‐
lette said. “Eliminating bail is justice for all.” 

Rankin said bail is a state and federal con‐
stitutional right.

“We are insurance agents ensuring peo‐
ple’s appearance in court,” Rankin said. “Get‐
ting rid of this would overburden the courts
because without a bondsman, people are
less likely to go to court. Justice doesn’t hap‐
pen when you’re arrested. Justice happens
in the court in front of the judge.”

Rankin said as Prop. 25 would replace a
bondsman with a computerized algorithm
shown to have racial bias against Blacks and
Hispanics based upon ethnic names, previ‐
ous arrests and ZIP codes.

“Computer algorithms have no place in our
justice system,” Rankin said. 

Willette said an alternative to money bail
is needed. She said wealthy people “paying
their way by getting fat wallets out” is unfair
to the poor. 

Rankin said under Prop. 25, in addition
to the police department being tasked with
ensuring people go to court, without bonds‐
man, people could have to wait a month
before being released from jail due to the
backlog of government bureaucracy. 

Mullissa Willette (left), exemption investigator at the Santa Clara County Assessor’s Office, spoke
in favor of Prop. 25. Corrin Rankin, a former bail bond agent, spoke against it.

Report: Safest states
for schools to reopen

W
ith some students learning online
or experiencing a hybrid of online
and in‐person classes due to

COVID‐19, the personal‐finance website Wal‐
letHub today released its report on the Safest
States for Schools to Reopen.

To identify which states have the safest
conditions for reopening schools, WalletHub
compared the 50 states across 15 key met‐
rics. Our data set includes such things as the
number of child COVID‐19 cases per 100,000
children, the average public‐school class
size, and the ratio of students to school nurs‐
es. Below, you can see highlights from the
report, along with the top 10 states data.

School Reopening Safety in California
(1=Safest, 25=Avg.): 
• 35th – Child COVID-19 Cases per 100,000
Children
• 19th – Child COVID-19 Deaths per 100,000
Children
• 23rd – COVID-19 Cases in the Last Seven
Days per 100,000 Residents
• 1st – Share of K-12 Public School Students
Transported Through School Transportation
• 47th – Average Public-School Class Size
• 49th – Pupil-Teacher Ratio
• 49th – Share of Seniors Living with School-
Age Children
• 46th – Share of Children Living in Crowded
Housing
• 18th – Overall Likelihood of COVID-19 Infec-
tions
• 40th – Student-to-School-Nurse Ratio

Overall Rank
(1=Best)State Total Score ‘COVID-19 Infections’ Rank
1 Vermont 80.48 1
2 Maine 74.65 2
3 Pennsylvania 69.66 6
4 Massachusetts 69.27 5
5 New Hampshire 68.65 4
6 Rhode Island 66.85 14
7 Ohio 66.54 7
8 New Jersey 65.69 8
9 Connecticut 65.47 19
10 Nebraska 64.71 15
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Please 
recycle

this 
newspaper!

Home Services

Shoe Repair

Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern 
California. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408 494.7000

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Clocks

Storage

Singles

Almaden Valley 
(Senior) Singles 

The organization that

brings single residents of

Almaden Valley (95120) 

over 65 to enjoy a social life

close to home and take part

in community service.

Come and join us for our

monthly breakfast which is

held at 9 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of each month at 

Cup and Saucer, 

Princeton Plaza Mall, 

1375 Blossom Hill Road.

Sell Online

Plumbing

TOTO Toilet Sale Includes:
Toto Eco Drake Toilet

Comfort Height, Elongated Bowl,
TOTO Soft Close Seat
Standard Installation

No Disposal Fees
1 Year Warranty On Labor

Save $200.00 - CALL TODAY
ALVCO Service

Ca. State Lic. #B585720, C-36

408.279.5531

Spas and Salons

TimesClassifieds
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