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High-end clothing store becomes go-to spot for PPE during the pandemic 

Dominick Davis (left) and Steven White. owners of DIFFERENTREGARD

By Stacy M. Brown 
 

When Dominick Davis and 
Steven White united to start 
the high-end clothing store 

“Different Regard” in 2011, their vision 
was to provide domestic and 
international manufacturing with various 
products for consumers, corporations, 
and governments. They accomplished 
that and quickly became the go-to shop 
for the perfect tuxedo, stylish dresses, 
and fashionable accessories. 
   The testimonials posted on the 
company’s website, along with a myriad 
of photos, show much love for Different 
Regard. 
   “Best experience I have had with 
getting a custom suit made,” wrote 
Stephen T. 
   Meagan L., another satisfied customer, 
wrote: “My husband’s wedding tux 
made by Different Regard was 
absolutely flawless.” 
    And this from Victor B.: “Steven and 
Dominick are forces of sartorial nature. 
Their customer service is without 
parallel in the Baltimore men’s fine 
clothing market. These two young men 
have brought a certain stylistic panache 
to Baltimore that was previously sorely 
missing.” 
   Then the coronavirus pandemic struck.  
   Like most businesses, Different 
Regard wasn’t prepared for COVID-19, 
which among many other things, pivoted 
the shop’s fashion brand.  
   “Our sales decreased by 90 percent, 
and we had to creatively meet and figure 
out who was going to be available to 
work during the pandemic,” Davis 
recalled.  

Continued on page 2



   “We had to consider the safety of our 
team, and we took some time to do 
research and some development.” 
   Davis and White hit the ground 
running. They began to manufacture 
Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) 
and obtained private and government 
contracts for the life-saving gear. They 
donated more than 20,000 facemasks to 
hospitals in Baltimore and locations 
around the country.  
   Different Regard also began selling 
stylish facemasks to the public, 
including the popular deep red, red sand, 
and smoke pleated masks. 
   “We were able to hire seven additional 
employees, and we increased our 
manufacturing and equipment by over 
60 percent,” Davis noted. 
   The overall aim of Different Regard 
remains the same: to provide affordable 
luxury clothing for everyone.  
   According to Davis, the business’s 
clients are men, women, kids, and 
nongender who prefer a classic style 
with a modern edge. 

   The Baltimore-based clothing brand 
continues to design luxurious well-
tailored garments that are created 
in-house “for those who have an 
uncompromising vision of style and 
quality,” he stated. 
   “We design for the professional, 
personal, and social lifestyle. We believe 
your clothing helps to promote your 
lifestyle growth. We create not just 
fashion-forward clothing, but a lifestyle 
and attitude.” 
   With the pandemic still raging, Davis 
said there remains a need to manufacture 
personal protection equipment while 
creating job growth, strengthening the 
community and families.  
   “Our company was not prepared for 
COVID-19 to come and pivot our 
fashion brand,” Davis said.  
   “The pandemic had us shift our 
business from how we normally would 
operate and create another operation 
overnight. Our whole system and 
process had to be rebuilt. However, our 
company is honored to help during our 
global crisis.  

   

“Our future remains with Different 
Regard as we adjust to the sudden 
demand in the manufacturing of PPE.     

    
      

We plan to continue developing new 
products that will aid in Personal 
Protection Equipment.”
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       Different Regard Models.     
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Dr. Glenn Mollette 
  
   Give all Americans the option to buy into Medicare. I’ve paid into Social Security 
and Medicare my entire life. I’m still paying to be on plan B and supplemental 
coverage. I also pay for prescription insurance. I often feel like a coffee coupon 
from McDonald’s would pay for about as much medicine as my prescription card 
pays. 
   I no longer pay over $1600 a month in medical insurance but I still pay about 
$450 a month even with Medicare. Nothing is free.  
   Americans should have the option to buy into Medicare especially if medical 
insurance will not cover them and they can’t afford the sky rocketing premiums. It’s 
also time to get rid of medical supplements and prescription cards. Make Medicare a 
single payer of the doctor’s visits, prescription costs and all the above.  
   The government has more power to control the cost of big pharmacies and 
hospital costs. Most medical providers have “one price” but then the “price” they 
will accept from Medicare. Under President Trump Hospitals will have to display 
their secret negotiated rates to patients starting in January 2021. This gives you the 
option to shop around.  
   I’m all for having medical insurance available. Make it available from state to 
state. Make it easy for Americans to buy from pharmacies in Canada. Let senior 
Americans at age 55 buy 20-year term medical insurance plans if they would prefer 
to do so. Some Americans have no idea how desperate other Americans are when it 
comes to medical treatment.  
   Why make it so hard for Americans who do not have access to healthcare? Let 
them buy into Medicare. If they are unemployed or disabled then give them the 
Medicaid option. However, this is just more bureaucracy. This system needs to 
become one. 
   It’s also time to make 60 the age that retired Americans go on Medicare. In your 
late fifties and early sixties Americans have to start going to the doctor more. A 
friend of mine is waiting until she turns 65 and has Medicare so she can have a 
badly needed surgery. She needs it now. If she could buy into Medicare she could go 
ahead and move forward with her needed surgery.  
   We also need to turn the age back to 65 for collecting full Social Security benefits. 
American men die by the time they are 76.1 years old. Many die much younger. 
This is very little time to enjoy retirement. Sadly, many Americans aren’t having 
much of a retirement in their golden years. Many are working longer and spending 
less time doing what they had hoped to do. 
   The government wastes our Social Security contributions. They’ve spent trillions 
on foreign wars. They now tell us Social Security has been reduced by 25% in a few 
years. Rich political leaders want to push the age until 70 for you to collect your 
Social Security. This is not working for the American people. We are working 
longer with the prospects of collecting less. On top of this, older Americans are 
having to pay more of their dwindling retirement dollars for medical bills.  
   Bringing our troops home and spending less money in Iraq, Afghanistan and on 
rebuilding foreign nations is a start.  We can and we must fix our medical insurance 
dilemma. 
   Dr. Glenn Mollette is an author and syndicated columnist. To contact him, 
email: GMollette@aol.com or visit: www.glennmollette.com.   

Guest Editorials/Commentary
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Fix Our Medical Insurance Dilemma

 Editor: 
   President Trump, you have had almost 
four years to lead the United States and 
have failed us by your own 
choosing. Whether it be in foreign 
policy and domestic policy you have not 
protected the United States as 
Commander-in Chief. 
   Now comes the latest news about your 
complete disrespect for our military and 
total disregard for the Covid-19 
virus. We the American people have 
finally borne witness to what happens 
when they place an incompetent 
business leader into the Oval 
Office. Quality of life is not a business 
decision sir but rather it is a humane 
choice to be empathetic to those who 
cannot help themselves. 
   Joe Biden has that empathy and will 

return the United States to the era when 
we were respected internationally 
because of how we treat our citizens 
domestically. 
  This election is a clear choice between 
those who have never had it so good and 
those of us who know we can do better.  
Joe Biden will lead us there. 
   Fellow citizens, exercise your right to 
vote to preserve your sacred heritage, 
promote your children’s future and 
obtain the blessings of liberty 
we all cherish. 
  To restore a sense of decency to the 
United States rise and vote! 
 
Joe Bialek 
Cleveland, Ohio



By Kenneth E. Thorpe    
   President Trump just signed 
an executive order designed to 
reduce drug prices. Dubbed a 
“Most Favored Nations” pol-
icy, the order pegs Medicare 
payments for medicines to the 
prices paid by foreign govern-
ments. 
   This plan would reduce ac-
cess to today’s innovative 
medicines and stifle medical 
progress. It must be shelved. 
There are much better ideas 
for reducing prescription drug 
costs. 
   Many foreign nations have 
single-payer health systems 
that impose strict price con-
trols on new medicines and re-
fuse to cover particularly 

expensive drugs. 
   Patients living in those na-
tions end up with fewer treat-
ment options. Patients in the 
United Kingdom and France 
had access to just seven in 10 
new cancer therapies between 
2011 and 2018. American pa-
tients could access to virtually 
all of them.  
   The U.S. market operates 
differently. Insurers compete 
for patients— often by offer-
ing generous drug coverage. 
Drug researchers are incen-
tivized to develop new treat-
ments, as they know that 
American patients value inno-
vation. As a result, research 
companies across the world 
generally launch their newest 

drugs here first. 
   The executive order will 
slow medical progress. There 
are currently 4,500 drugs in 
America’s development 
pipeline. These medicines tar-
get everything from cancer 
and HIV to heart disease and 
asthma. Price controls would 
inevitably reduce drug firms’ 
revenues — and leave them 
less to invest in research and 
development. This could block 
the next generation of drugs 
from ever even hitting the 
pharmacy shelf.    
   Medical breakthroughs are 
constantly making it easier 
and cheaper for patients to 
stay healthy. A recent study 
from my organization, the 

Partnership to Fight Chronic 
Disease, found that new medi-
cines could avoid $6 trillion in 
healthcare costs and prevent 
16 million deaths by 2030.  
   It isn’t fair that Americans 
pay so much more than Cana-
dians and Europeans. But poli-
cymakers should work to get 
these nations to shoulder more 
of the research burden – not 
import their harmful policies. 
   Kenneth E. Thorpe is a pro-
fessor of health policy at 
Emory University and chair-
man of the Partnership to 
Fight Chronic Disease. This 
piece originally ran in the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
 

   American politics nose-dived spiraled 
and crashed and burned during what 
masqueraded as the first 2020 
presidential debate.       
   “You’re a clown!” “Would you shut 
up, man!” “Everything you say is a lie.”    
Those were just some of the barbs from 
Democratic Presidential Nominee Joe 
Biden who grew irritated by repeated in-
terruptions by President Donald Trump 
at Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland on Tuesday, Sept. 29. 
   Trump, who received a regular rebuke 
from moderator Chris Wallace, claimed 
Biden was weak and unintelligent. 
“Don’t ever use the word smart with 
me,” Trump railed at Biden. 
   “There’s nothing smart about you, 
Joe.” 
   The president sunk even lower, making 
accusations that Biden’s son, Hunter, 
was “kicked out of the military – dishon-

orably discharged – because of drugs.” 
   Biden reminded the audience of a little 
more than 100 people – down from an 
anticipated 900 because of the pandemic 
– that Trump called fallen military mem-
bers “losers and suckers.” 
   While Trump dared Biden to say, “Law 
and order,” Wallace opened discussions 
on race. “Are you willing, tonight, to 
condemn white supremacists and militia 
groups and to say that they need to stand 
down?” the moderator asked Trump. 
   “Proud Boys, stand back and stand 
by,” Trump reluctantly said in a declara-
tion that fell well short of condemnation. 
“But,” Trump insisted, “I’ll tell you 
what, somebody’s got to do something 
about Antifa and the left.” 
   Biden also blasted Trump’s handling 
of the coronavirus. 
   The former vice president said more 
than 200,000 people have died, and 

some 40,000 people are still contracting 
COVID each day. 
   “The President has no plan. He hasn’t 
laid out anything,” Biden charged. 
   Trump responded that a vaccine and 
life-saving treatments might come be-
fore the election. 
   The president again hit out at China, 
blaming the Far East nation for the virus. 
   “It’s China’s fault. It never should 
have happened,” Trump contended. 
   “We’ve done a great job,” Trump 
added, accusing the “fake news” of dis-
torting his record on the virus. Trump 
claimed a Biden administration would 
have “lost far more people.” 
Biden responded: “Get out of your 
bunker and get out of the sand trap and 
your golf course.” 
   Later, Trump again refused to say 
whether he’d leave office peacefully if 
Biden wins the election. 

   The ugly match further denigrated 
when the topic turned to Trump’s in-
come taxes, which he has refused to re-
lease them publicly. 
   A New York Times investigation re-
vealed that Trump had gone 10 of the 
past 15 years without paying any income 
taxes, and in 2017 and 2018, he paid just 
$750. 
The president disputed the report but 
evaded Wallace’s questions about 
specifics. 
   As a successful businessman, Trump 
offered that he understands the tax code, 
and others who don’t take advantage of 
it are inept. 
   Biden’s campaign released the former 
vice president’s 2019 tax returns before 
the debate, which showed he paid nearly 
$300,000 in federal income tax last year. 
   “You are the worse president America 
has ever had,” Biden told Trump. 
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By Stacy M. Brown 
 
   Brave Williams is best known for her 
contrasting sultry, edgy vocals that are 
layered with intensely relatable lyrics 
that either make one dance, smile, or 
high-five their best friend.  
   The Baltimore-born Williams, who 
despite her ever-growing fame and 
professional commitments, continue to 
mentor young girls in Charm City.  
   Through her work with Associated 
Black Charities (ABC), and her 
philanthropic missions that include 
mentoring young girls in Baltimore City 
through the St. Francis Mentorship 
Program and the Baltimore City 
Women’s Shelter, Williams counts as an 
avid health advocate and fitness guru 
who believes in healthy living, mind, 
body and soul.   
   “A lot of my giveback comes from the 
fitness side, and that to me is my gift,” 
Williams said.  
“I do a lot of work with kids at Coppin 
State, and I impressed upon the younger 

generation that they have the energy, 
power, and tools it takes. I tell them to 
use it positively, and health and fitness is 
a perfect marriage in which to show 
them.”  
   Williams also mentors young girls in 
the Steve and Marjorie Harvey 
Foundation’s “Girls Who Rule the 
World” program. The program is 

designed to enhance young girls’ 
development and provide a forum to 
expose them to the benefits and 
importance of positive self-image, 
responsible conduct, and respect for self 
and others through educational 
achievement.  
   More than 200 young girls, including 
those from Baltimore, participate in the 
program.  
   “We impress upon these girls that they 
are not alone, and I’ve found how 
encouraging and lasting your words can 
be,” Williams said.  
   Williams has just completed two 
movies and a new self-titled debut R&B 
album. Her first single, “Don’t Tell Me 
No,” was released this week and 
available via multiple streaming and 
download platforms.  
   She said the pandemic didn’t stop her 
from filming “The Available Wife,” a 
motion picture that tells the story of a 
beautiful and successful music CEO’s 
life that’s about to crumble in front of 
her.  

   “Shooting a movie during the 
pandemic was different. I didn’t know 
what to anticipate, but we had a great 
team of people who made certain 
operations were handled consistently,” 
Williams said. “We had a COVID test 
every two days, and we practiced social 
distancing, and only people in certain 
zones could touch your water bottle if 
you needed water.”  
   Williams said she learned that 
individuals are not a product of 
circumstances, but their decisions.  
   “I’ve learned not to give up,” she said. 
“I had a group that disbanded, lost my 
father two months later, and then my 
manager from a heart attack. All of that 
happened back-to-back and left me in 
shambles and uncertain if I wanted to 
continue. But I remember feeling like 
that was a moment for God to make me 
an honest person. My name is Brave, 
and he’s allowing me to show that I’m 
brave.”

Baltimore Singer and Actress Give Back to Young Girls 

Brave Williams
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By Stacy M. Brown 
 
   Melody McCrea has worked at M&T 
Bank for nearly eight years, and her pas-
sion for helping customers has never 
waned. As a relationship manager with 
M&T Bank’s Women & Minority 
Owned Business Banking group, Mc-
Crae said she thrives on providing op-
portunities that bolster targeted 
businesses.  
“I love my role so much because it’s like 
that thing where your passion meets 
your everyday job,” McCrae told the 
Baltimore Times.  
   “My group focuses primarily on 
women and minority-owned businesses, 
so we provide resources for them. We’re 
just really intentional about seeking out 
and providing resources for them.”  
   Among the new initiatives is the M&T 
Bank Spotlight Shop, where some of the 
bank’s Baltimore-based small business 
clients are featured.  
   In 2019, the pop-up shop proved suc-
cessful, welcoming almost 174,000 visi-
tors and boosting participants’ sales and 
clientele. Since then, officials at the 
bank have noted that 2020 has brought 
its own set of challenges, and COVID-
19 has significantly impacted small busi-
nesses.  
   While M&T provided capital through 
PPP loans, the bank committed to an in-
novative approach to boosting small 
business beyond providing capital.  
   This year, the Spotlight Shop moved 
online, and more than a dozen of the 
state’s small businesses are featured on 
M&T Bank’s Virtual Spotlight Shop on 
a rotating basis. Currently, Hersh’s of 
South Baltimore is featured.   

   Shoppers are driven to the website 
through digital advertising to generate 
more revenue and strengthen the vitality 
of the participating businesses. M&T 
also plans to live virtual stream concerts, 
featuring homegrown musicians to at-
tract visitors.  
   “This year has been really tough be-
cause you know the pandemic and these 
circumstances, so what we did was we 
made the Spotlight Shop, virtual,” Mc-
Crae stated.   
   “Not only do these businesses have so 
much exposure through the Baltimore 
area but throughout our entire footprint,” 
she said.  
   “They are really exposed to new po-
tential customers, which is really, really 
cool. It’s just another way that M&T can 
support our businesses during these dif-
ficult times.”  
   The Spotlight Shop’s mission is to 
shine a spotlight on Baltimore’s local 
businesses and create a space for the 

community. The shop was open for six 
months, and every two weeks, a new 
small business would take over the shop 
to sell their products and promote their 
brand. While things looked a little differ-
ent this year, M&T Bank officials said 
they are proud to continue that mission 
virtually and highlight even more of 
some of the best businesses that Balti-
more has to offer.  
   “I was just so excited to hear that we 
were able to pivot this and make it vir-
tual because last year was such a great 

year for so many small businesses,” Mc-
Crae proclaimed.  
   “To get so much more exposure and to 
be able to do that again this year virtu-
ally I feel like we’re impacting even a 
larger portion of the community that is 
so, so important to me, and I’m grateful 
and happy to work for organizations 
who care about what’s important.” 
   Visit the virtual spotlight shop at 
https://www3.mtb.com/spotlightshop.
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By Andrea Blackstone 
   After a new academic year began for 
students across the U.S., amid the corona 
virus pandemic, virtual learning in school 
districts presented challenges which 
ranged from lack of broadband 
connections and system outages to 
Chromebook shortages. One Virginia 
resident and nonprofit leader has been 
saving the day for families who were still 
in need of devices for online learning.  
Gerald Moore Sr., founder of Mission 
Fulfilled 2030, has been hitting the road 
to deliver technological gifts to help 
students who still do not have them. 
Although Moore’s primary nonprofit 
mission is to inspire, educate and activate 
100,000 black boys in technology by 
2030, he is currently serving a wide 
student population.  
   “When the pandemic first hit, and 
schools shut down in March, we were 
able to pivot from our live offerings and 
partner with the (Gerald Moore Online) 
Technology School for Black Boys and 
launch a successful online computer 
science program. This actually presented 
some challenges as we began to get 
feedback from parents in disadvantaged 
and underserved communities that they 
did not have the necessary equipment to 
participate,” Moore said. “Therefore, I 
began to think about ways that we could 
create a program to address this need as a 
future offering of Mission Fulfilled 2030. 
My thinking was to create a technology 
fund to support families and kids in need.” 
   Moore’s timing was impeccable.     
  When a second grade teacher working 
in Baltimore City contacted Moore, after 
being referred to him by one of his 
colleagues, he was able to lend a 
technological hand. 
   “I knew at that moment I needed to act 
swiftly to help these children and 
families. Therefore, I purchased 10 
Chromebooks for the students in Mrs. 
Payne’s class,” Moore said. “Once I 
engaged those students, I realized that I 
needed to step it up and I created the 
“Chromebooks for Kids Tech Fund 
Challenge” fundraiser.”  
   Trivia Payne, a first year teacher who 
works at Sinclair Lane Elementary 
School, teaches 100 percent virtually, 
roughly six hours daily.  The educator 
remarked that on the first day of school, 
she received calls about students not 

having a working laptop, or for some, no 
laptop at all at home.  
   “At the time there were at least 10 of 
my students out of 21 who did not have 
an appropriate device,” Payne said. “We 
received 10 Chromebooks, and our young 
guys received a signed copy of Mr. 
Moore’s book. All of the students 
received a gift bag with some other fun 
items. His (Moore’s) plan is to deliver 
printers and headphones to the students 
who received laptops.” 
   Payne explained that her students had 
excellent attendance, but the 
Chromebook gifts removed their 
challenge of not logging on properly, due 
to not having appropriate equip-ment. 
   Although Moore plans to return to 
Sinclair Lane Elementary School, the 
expanding national need for tools to 
participate in distance learning also led 
him to serve students beyond Baltimore. 
Students who reside in the District of 
Columbia, Prince George’s County and 
Texas have benefited from Moore’s 
“Chromebooks for Kids Tech Fund 
Challenge” fundraiser. After Moore 

provided the first ten chromebooks, he 
challenged his network. A federal 
government contractor was the first 
company to answer Moore’s call to 
action.   
   “Semper Valens Solutions is proud to 
support this very important and crucial 
mission.  Being able to help bridge the 
technology gap in underserved 
communities at a time where so many 
students do not have access to 
technology, is critical for the success of 
virtual schooling.  As we deal with 
unprecedented times, we all need to come 
together to support our communities in 
any way that we can,” a statement on the 
company’s website said. “The 
Chromebooks For Kids initiative is a 
great step in showing that support.” 
   To date, Moore’s nonprofit reportedly  
raised a little over $13,000 for this cause 
and has served 20 children in need. A 
second company recently matched 
Moore’s donation of 10 Chromebooks. 
Funding is still needed to support the 
initial challenge of serving 100 youth and 
additional students. 

   “The cost to do this is approximately 
$35,000, but considering the need, this 
will be a program that we will continue to 
run as a goal of Mission Fulfilled 2030 to 
equip kids in need.” Moore said. 
“Therefore, we will continue to run this 
fundraiser year-round.” 
  To participate in the fundraiser, please 
visit www.missionfulfilled2030.org and 
click the donate button. Families in need 
with students in the U.S. who are in 
grades K-12 may apply for Chromebooks 
via a case for support form via 
http://bit.ly/mf2030-cfs.

The Annapolis Times, October 2 - 8, 2020  (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)Positive stories about positive people! Page 9

Nonprofit leaders provide Chromebooks for students locally, nationally 

Trivia Payne sits alongside Chrome-
books that were provided for ten of her 
students who needed them. 

Gerald Moore Sr., right, speaks to a  
student about scholastic achievement, 
after giving a Chromebook and gifts  
to him. 

On Sept. 12, 2020, Rachelle Moore, left, and her husband, Gerald Moore, Sr., 
right, distributed free Chromebooks for youth to participate in virtual learn-
ing. Gerald Moore's nonprofit is called Mission Fulfilled 2030. Sinclair Lane 
Elementary is located in Baltimore, Maryland .       Photos: Andrea Blackstone 
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    (Baltimore, Md) —In addition to crowning 
a Preakness champion at Old Hilltop this 
year, 1/ST today announced it will celebrate the 
life and legacy of George E. Mitchell with the 
introduction of “The George E. Mitchell Black-
Eyed Susan Stakes (GII).  A tireless community 
advocate for Park Heights, Mr. Mitchell’s 
contributions will be recognized this year and for 
years to come during the Preakness celebration. 
   Mr. Mitchell’s three children as well as other 
family members will be in attendance to present 
the trophy to the winner of the first-ever “George 
E. Mitchell Black-Eyed Susan Stakes (GII)”. 
  Post time for the race is 4:41 p.m., and will be 
part of NBC’s national broadcast coverage from 
4:30-6:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 3. 
    George E. Mitchell was a longtime leader and 
champion for the Park Heights community. Born 
in Florence, South Carolina, Mr. Mitchell moved 
to Baltimore shortly after his first birthday. He 
graduated from Mergenthaler Vocational-

Technical High School in 1972 and Morgan State 
University in 1976. He then served in the U.S. 
Army and earned a master’s degree at Saint Leo 
University.  
   Mr. Mitchell was one of the first Black partners 
of a Golden Corral franchise. He was also a 
licensed real estate agent. From 2017 until his 
passing in July 2020 at the age of 65, Mr. Mitchell 
oversaw operations of the Langston Hughes 
Community, Business and Resource Center, which 
houses a food pantry, library and computer lab as 
well as youth and adult programs and services 
including those for literacy, education and 
workforce development.  
   He also served as president of Neighborhoods 
United, an organization made up of several 
community associations organized to help bring 
positive change to Northwest Baltimore.  
   Mr. Mitchell was a passionate advocate for 
keeping the Preakness in Baltimore and was an 
important contributor to the passage of the Racing 
and Community Development Act 2020. 

Preakness 145 to include Introduction of 
The George E. Mitchell Black-Eyed Susan Stakes

George E. Mitchell 
File Photo
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By Stacy M. Brown 
 
   It’s estimated to cost about $38,000 
per year to incarcerate an individual in 
America, a sum that includes a cell, 
three meals per day, perhaps a work as-
signment behind bars but no educational 
or life skills training to prepare prisoners 
for successful re-entry.  
   Further, young people of color tend to 
receive longer prison sentences, which 
effectively wipes out a large portion of 
their lives, meaning they’ll receive little 
to no job training and education.  
   One organization is seeking to change 
the narrative.  
   HTP Homes, Inc., a minority and 
woman-owned tax-exempt entity, pro-
vide skills-based on-the-job training in 
construction trades for jobless young 
adults from 17 to 24. Those include for-
merly incarcerated returning citizens.  
   The nonprofit began a crowdfunding 
campaign to help secure grant money 
from the USA Today/Gannett A Commu-

nity Thrives program, which supports 
projects that contribute to community 
building with a preference for those im-
pacting historically underserved individ-

uals and groups.  
The more than $2 million initiative al-
lows organizations to apply to raise 
money for a specific project.  

Those chosen, work to raise money 
through a crowdfunding campaign, mak-
ing them eligible for more than 100 
grants.  
   More than a dozen grants are set for 
distribution ranging from $25,000 to 
$100,000. With support from donors, 
HTP Homes seek to raise the $64,500 
needed to launch its skills training initia-
tive in Baltimore. The “Building Second 
Chances” fundraiser will close on Oct. 
16, 2020.  
   “Here people can make a difference. It 
may sound small to people, but it’s 
something that can grow; each one, 
teach one,” said Raymond P. Lewis, the 
principal at RP Lewis & Associates.  
   “We have a goal of $64,000, but think 
of what they can do with $164,000,” 
Lewis noted. “We are the richest country 
in the world with the largest number of 
inmates, and most are of color, and they 
never get a chance at an education or to 
vote.  
    

HTP Homes, Inc. announce ‘Building Second Chances’ 
crowdfunding campaign for at-risk youth 

HTP Homes, Inc., founder  
Aaron Thompson

HTP Homes, Inc., founder  
Claudia Jones

Continued on page 13
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 By Stacy Brown  
   Six Annapolis area women and one 
local man are set to receive honors at 
the 25th annual Fannie Lou Hammer 
Awards Reception scheduled for 6 p.m., 
Tuesday, Oct. 6. 
Sponsored by the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Committee of Anne Arundel County, 
this year’s ceremony takes place virtu-
ally and is free and open to the public.  
   The honorees are: Patricia Bradford, 
Octavia Brown, Emma Buchanan, 
Joseph Donahue, C.J. Meushaw, Dele-
gate Shaneka Henson, and Toni Strong 
Pratt. 
   Bradford works as Family Self-Suffi-
ciency & Homeownership Manager for 
the Annapolis Housing Authority, where 
she manages 83 families and house-
holds, promoting and assisting them to 
become self-sufficient and homeowners. 
   Brown, a Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker-Certified and the founder and 
lead clinician of the Urban Institute for 
Mental Health, specializes in racial 
trauma therapy, trauma-informed care, 
cognitive behavioral therapy, and behav-
ioral modification.   
   Buchman, the deputy director of 
March On Maryland, is a community 
activist and an unapologetic anti-racist 
who has organized myriads of marches 
and racial justice events. 
   Donahue, a private practice lawyer, 
won a landmark case earlier this month 
against the city where 15 clients living 
in Annapolis’s subsidized housing were 
awarded $900,000 because the landlord 
failed to maintain their apartments ade-
quately. 
   Meushaw also counts as an activist 
and dedicated member of Showing Up 
for Racial Justice (SURJ). She’s recog-
nized as a core organizer in the SURJ 
chapter in Annapolis and Anne Arundel 
County because of her tireless work en-
couraging other white people to live out 
the SURJ values. 
   Henson, a delegate and community ac-
tivist, has faced racism, sexism, and 
countless negativity, but MLK Commit-
tee officials said she’s never backed 
down and has proven a real fighter for 
civil rights.  
 

       
       
       
    
 

   

Strong-Pratt co-founded “Desire,” a so-
cial group that focuses on drug depend-
encies and co-dependencies within 
Annapolis. 
   She has been critical in organizing 
food giveaways and distributing Harm 
Reduction materials throughout the city 
during COVID. 
   “In honoring these women with the 
Fannie Lou Hamer Award, we honor the 
best in ourselves. These women each 
have made our city, county, and nation 
better,” Carl Snowden, the chair of the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee, 
told the Baltimore Times. 
   The awards that bear Hamer’s name 
recognize local women from various 
racial backgrounds who, while not nec-
essarily household names, have excelled 
in their chosen field while working dili-
gently to improve civil and human 

rights in the region, Snowden added. 
   “Mrs. Hamer was a feminist and a 
civil rights heroine, and each year, on 
the eve of her birthday, Marylanders 
pause to honor this Mississippian, a 
sharecropper, who shared a passion for 
economic and social justice,” he said. 
   The honorees will join the ranks of 
more than 100 notable local citizens, in-
cluding Sen. Barbara Mikulski, Admin-
istrative Law Judge Tracey Warren 
Parker, and former Annapolis Mayor 
Ellen Moyer.  
   Speakers will include Congressmen 
John P. Sarbanes and Anthony Brown, 
Mayor Gavin Buckley, and County Ex-
ecutive Steuart Pittman. 
   Tickets are free at: 
 http://www.mlkjrmd.org/flh25. For 
more information at 443-871-5656. 
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25th Anniversary Fannie Lou Hamer On-Line Awards Reception– October 6 

Patricia (Venus) Bradford 
Family Self-Sufficiency & 

Homeownership Manager for the 
Annapolis Housing Authority

Delegate Shaneka Henson 
Delegate and community activist

C.J. Meushaw 
Member of Showing Up  

for Racial Justice (SURJ).

Joseph Donahue 
Private Practice Lawyer 

He will receive the  
Allen Hillard Legum Civil 

Rights Award

Toni Strong-Pratt. 
Co-founder of “Desire,” a social 

group that focuses on drug 
dependencies and  

co-dependencies within Annapolis. 

Octavia Brown 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker-
Certified; founder and lead clini-

cian of the Urban Institute for 
Mental Health

Emma Buchanan 
Deputy Director of March On 

Maryland;  
Community Activist
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“This is a very holistic and training and 
education program, and we want this to 
be a call to action, not just for this 
fundraiser, but to support this organiza-
tion as a whole.”  
   HTP Homes, Inc., founders Claudia 
Jones and Aaron Thompson noted two 
ways to win: by garnering the most indi-
vidual donors or by the most money 
raised. HTP Homes would win $5,000 
by amassing the most individual donors, 
and up to $25,000 by raising the most 
money.  
   “This fundraiser will support our skills 
training initiative in Baltimore City, 
which is even more important during the 

current global pandemic when resources 
for at-risk youth and justice-involved 
residents who rely on these programs are 
especially limited,” Jones stated.  
   “HTP Homes is working to lift com-
munities in Baltimore that have been left 
out during times of economic recovery. 
We represent the underrepresented, and 
meeting this fundraising goal will be a 
huge step towards achieving our mis-
sion.”   
   Thompson noted that he’d been assist-
ing young, at-risk, and formerly incar-
cerated individuals for decades. “I own a 
construction company, and I’ve hired at-
risk young and formerly incarcerated 
men, and I’ve worked with them,” 

Thompson said.  
   “Some have gone on to own busi-
nesses, and it’s an extremely successful 
program.”  
   Thompson added that the impetus 
came about because of his son, a police 
officer who worked with at-risk youth 
and gang members and would encourage 
them to call Thompson.  
   “I couldn’t hire everyone, but I hired 
as many as I could,” Thompson said. 
“But, that is what led to us starting a 
nonprofit.”  
   Jones said they’re attempting to get 
the word out to everyone.  
   “Folks can go on the fundraising web-
site and donate what they can so that we 

can help at-risk youths in Baltimore and 
returning citizens,” she said.  
   For more information on the 
fundraiser and donate, visit 
https://acommunitythrives.mighty-
cause.com/story/Htphomes. 
 
 
 

HTP Homes, Inc. announce ‘Building Second Chances’ 
crowdfunding campaign for at-risk youth 

Left to Right: Aaron Thompson HTP Homes CEO with trainee Wendell Watson              
Photos Courtesy of Claudia Jones

Left to Right: Aaron Thompson HTP Homes CEO with trainee Al Jalloh

We love to hear from our 
readers! Connect with us: 

Facebook.com/ 
TheBaltimoreTimes 

Twitter: @Baltimore_Times 
Instagram:  

@thebaltimoretimes 
 

Continued from page 11
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Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

855-993-0969

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  
License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   

1-844-566-3227CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

NE
W

SHOWER DESIGN

*Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first 
time purchase. Minimum spend amount applies. Financing subject to third 
party credit approval. Some financing options cannot be combined with 
other offers and may require minimum monthly payments. All offers subject 
to change prior to purchase. See AmericanStandardShowers.com for other 
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB 
B982796; Suffolk NY: 55431H;NYC:HIC 2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC 
does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

ENJOYING A NEW SHOWER
IS EASIER THAN YOU THINK

FREE IN-HOME 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

CALL TODAY

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

newshowerdeal.com/mddc | 844-359-5829

WET BASEMENTS STINK !!
Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health 
and foundation damage. What can be done to  the problem?  
Allstate American W  is an honest, hardworking local company. 
We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We 
have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local  
references. When your neighbors needed  they called  
Allstate American. Why don’t you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with 
your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 426 7783 NOW!

   (October 1, 2020) Annapolis, 
MD - Committed to the continued 
growth of their property as a com-
munity epicenter, Annapolis Town 
Center announces their first annual 
Fright Nights. A total of five 
evenings in October will provide a 
full schedule of Halloween-themed 
fun for the entire family to enjoy. 
Promising a safe environment for 
mesmerizing, interactive, and nostal-
gic experiences.  
   With two accommodated time slots 
per night for arrival, guests will 
check-in at The Haunted House lo-
cated next to The Green to receive 
their compli-
mentary con-
cessions and 
pre-filled 
trick-or-treat 
bags for the 
kids. Cars will 
then follow, 
one-by-one, 
through the 
fog-filled path 
leading to the 
interactive 
Haunted Al-
leyway Expe-
rience and end 
at the drive-in 
movie lot for a 
thrilling fea-
tured film. A 
total of six 
movies will be 
shown across the five evenings, pro-
viding an even balance of family-
friendly and adults-only nights. 
Experience a mix of classics and 
newer favorites like: The Ring, 
Casper, US, Hocus Pocus, Hotel 
Transylvania, and A Nightmare on 
Elm Street.  

   Guests are encouraged to take ad-
vantage of the many dining options 
on property during their time at 
Fright Nights. Order before the film 
and pick-up your meal for a one-of-
a-kind dinner and a movie experi-
ence at the Center. Adult-only 
showings will also feature a beer 
garden with live music by DJ Craw-
dads and beverages provided by Vin-
tage Views: A Wandering Bar prior 
to the start of the featured film. 
   Given the ongoing concern for 
public health and safety, the Town 
Center remains committed to provid-
ing the community with opportuni-

ties to safely 
gather and 
make lasting 
memories. 
All guests 
are required 
to wear 
masks any-
time they 
exit their 
vehicle and 
continue to 
practice 
proper phys-
ical distanc-
ing. 
   In order to 
uphold 
proper 
safety proto-
col, tickets 
will be lim-

ited and guests are required to pre-
purchase them online. 
   For a full calendar of upcoming 
events, check out VisitATC.com. 
Follow along on Facebook and In-
stagram for regular updates. 

Annapolis Town Center to host Fright 
Nights: A Drive-Through Event This Oct.
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 MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands on Aviation training. Financial  
Aid for qualified students - Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-686-1704 
 
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL BILLING! Become a Medical Office Professional  
online at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & ready to work in months! Call 888-572-6790. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) 
 
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Professional now! Now offering a $10,000 scholarship qualified  
applicants. Call CTI for details! 888-449-1713 (M-F 8am-6pm ET) 

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition 
Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s Top Car 
Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! Call 
Now: 1- 800-864-5960. 
 
Dish TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply 1-833-872-2545  
 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490  
 
GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!) Schedule 
your FREE in-home assessment today. Call 
1-844-334-8353 Special financing for 
qualified customers. 
 
Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly in-
visible! 45-day money back guarantee! 
833-669-5806 
 
Attention homeowners! You can protect 
your appliances & systems. For just a 
little more than a $1.00/day. Call now 
for 1st month free, $75.00 /off 1st year. 
1-855-514-1183 

MEDICAL & HEALTH WELLNESS

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen  
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. 
Call 877-929-9587 
 
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 polls for $99.  
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. 
Money back guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376 
 
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
350 procedures. Real dental insurance. 
NOT just a discount plan. [Don't wait!] 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the details! 1-888-
623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 
#6258

AUTO’S WANTED 

ÅAMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS $$  
PAYING CASH $$ For Classic &  
Collector Cars 717-577-8206 
 
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. Com-
petitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330. 
A 
[WANTED] CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
All Makes/Models 2002-2019! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Competitive Offer!  
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-368-1016

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC 
CAR. Advertise with us. You choose  
where you want to advertise. 800-450-
6631 visit macnetonline.com for details. 

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 1-855-270-
5098.  

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 
Channels. Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. No 
contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523 
 
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-888-796-8850 
 
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page  
Publishing will help you selfpublish your 
own book. FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 866-
951-7214 
 
BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION FUND 
- Anyone that was inappropriately touched 
by a Scout leader deserves justice and fi-
nancial compensation! Victims may be el-
igible for a significant cash settlement. 
Time to file is limited. Call Now! 833-
729-0164 
 
Protect your home with home security 
monitored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. 
Call now to get a Free equipment bundle 
including: Keypad, motion sensor, wire-
less door and windows sensors. Call 833-
719-1073 
 

Life Alert. One press of a button sends 
help fast, 24/7! At home & on the go. 
Mobile Pendant w/GPS. Free first aid 
kit with subscription. 877-537-8817 free 

SELLING A FARM OR HOUSE? Adver-
tise it here and neighboring publications. 
We can help you. Contact MACnet MEDIA 
@ 800-450-6631 or visit our site at MAC-
net- Online.com 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

Get cash for your used or junk car today. 
We buy all cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free 
pick up. Call 888-368-1016. 

Metal Roofing, Siding for houses, barns, sheds. Close outs, returns, seconds, overruns, etc. at 
Discount Prices. Huge inventory in stock. Slate Rd Supply 717-445-5222 

Reach over 20 Million homes  
nationwide with one easy buy! 

Only $2,395 per week for  
a 25 word classified 

For more information, 
 go to: www.naninetwork.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING 

HEALTH & FITNESS

BUILDING MATERIALS

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED

This newspaper is not responsible for advertisements  
placed under Business Opportunities.  
Looking for a business Opportunity?  

Investigate before you Invest!  Call 1-877-FTC-HELP 

AUTOMOTIVE 

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES 
WANTED $$ PAYING CASH $$ KR-
Miller1965@yahoo.com 717-577-8206 

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CLASSIC 
CARS AND MOTORCYCLES  
WANTED $$PAYING CA$H$$ 
 KRMiller1965@yahoo.com  
717-577-8206 
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Comprehensive 
care for life.
Geriatric care through MedStar Health helps frail seniors improve 
their quality of life, manage age-related medical changes, and 
remain safely at home with support from our network of services.

Call 443-775-3814 or visit MedStarHealth.org/SeniorCare 
to learn more.
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