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By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

Service, hard work, trans-
parency and integrity are
hallmarks of the Santa

Clara County District Attorney’s
(DA) Office and were personified
by DA Jeff Rosen in his address
to the Almaden Valley Com-
munity Association.

As the largest prosecuting
agency in Northern California,
the Santa Clara County District
Attorney’s Office handles more
than 45,000 cases a year and has
a staff of about 500 people,
including attorneys, investiga-
tors, forensic analysts, paralegals,

See ROSEN, page 19

Office of the District Attorney offers 
transparency, integrity and service

AN INSIDE LOOK

“We want to hold defendants accountable and help crime victims,” says District Attorney Jeff Rosen, speaking to the crowd at the Almaden Valley Community Association. Photos by Lorriane Gabbert

By Sean Eastwood
Times Staff Writer 

St. Timothy’s Lutheran
School was recently present-
ed a national first place

award for the entire United States
on Feb. 10 for its recent Scholastic
Book Fair.

The Scholastic National award
is given for excellence in reading
and creative imagination. This
year, more than 2,448 books were
placed in the hands of students
which generated more than
400,000 reading minutes.

St. Timothy’s will be awarded
$2000 which will be used to pur-
chase books for the school library
as well as books for the school’s

See BOOK FAIR, page 8

St. Timothy’s Lutheran School receives first place award for book fair

Rosen says that the goal of the DA’s
Office is not to win a case but to do
justice.

One of the preschool moms decided she was going to crochet a Monster Hat
for each fifth grade student at the Book Fair, since she couldn’t help paint.

www.almadentimes.com
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6534 Camden Avenue in Desirable Almaden Valley

Outstanding in all ways! Attractive remodeled single-story home with all the preferred schools.
Remodeled kitchen with granite and stainless steel appliances. Beautiful hardwood floors, crown
molding, dual-pane windows and newer interior doors. Remodeled bathrooms. Converted garage

(not included in square feet) is well done bonus room with generous cabinetry. California Closet organizers.
Attractive landscaping and views of the Almaden hillside. Excellent, much requested Almaden schools:
Simonds Elementary, Bret Harte Middle and Leland High. You're going to love it! Offered at $950,000.

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1:00 TO 4:00 P.M.

Ju
st 

Lis
ted

www.margaretyost.com
www.davidyost.com
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www.momentumformentalhealth.org
www.serenogroup.com/onepercent
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ValleyCurrents
cur·rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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Water bills create 
more questions
Editor,

Regarding the Almaden Times article (Jan
29-Feb 11, 2016) titled "Under Water: $1,300
bill leaves property owner perplexed".

We live in Almaden as well - in the
Graystone neighborhood - and recently
received a water bill for $1,200. It is simply not
possible for us to use that volume of water. I
have had the meter checked - twice (including
removing it and checking it at their lab).

They continue to tell us the meter is func-

tioning fine and is accurate. We
have checked for leaks (none) and the water
softener (no issues), we don't have a pool - we
don't even have an aquarium. At the end of the
day - with only two (2) adults living in this
house (one of them gone most the day at work)
- SJ Water says that was our most recent usage.
Period. The meter is infallible.

Our previous bills have been: $201, $187,
$343, $492 (which we also thought was wrong
and questioned), $432, $153, $123, $269, $496,
$269, $294... and now $1,219! We were upset
with the times it went into $400 range and have
had the meter checked in the past. But we've
never seen a bill as insane as this one.

The current bill says we used 107 units (vs
same time last year 18 units - a 599% increase?)
And says we are using (get ready) 1,194 gallons a
day (vs 195 gal a day same time last year! - A
612% increase?). This means we would have to
use nearly 50 gallons an hour 24 hours a day.
Our 8,489 sq. ft. lot should be a lake. IMPOSSIBLE.

Not sure how many others are facing this -
but I have complained and am planning to visit
SJ Water Co. office with past bills and continue
to fight this. In the end - what recourse do I
have? How can I battle this wrong? - Because it
is wrong and it's extortion.

Malcolm Bordelon
Almaden

By William Bellou
Publisher

Kidz Kode teaches under-
privileged kids computer
programming as a way to

give back to the community.
Kidz Kode, the brain-child of

three High School Juniors attend-
ing Harker School, Varun Baldwa,
Parth Padurkar, and Kedar Gupta,
was founded to help children think
like programmers, allowing them
to solve a multitude of problems
efficiently.

The non-profit organization is a
free program for children ages 9-14
to help master basic logic skills
and build strong foundations in
computer programming.

The curriculum is designed in a
way such that children can start at
a comfortable place and learn the
material at their own pace.

The Kidz Kode team has been
teaching Java language program-
ming at a number of libraries to kids
who cannot afford computer
instruction. They spend countless
hours helping children and in the
process discovered what it means to
give back to the community and also
influence upcoming high schooler at
their own school to get involved and
scale a beneficial cause.

The Kidz Kode program is now
available at four libraries. “San
Jose libraries have been extremely
dedicated to Kidz Kode, providing
us with all the resources we need
to run the program, said Baldwa.
“Kidz Kode would not be where it
is now without their generosity.”

“We were inspired to start the
program after taking computer sci-
ence classes at school, wishing to
have started coding earlier in our
lives” said Gupta. “We thought

that Kidz Kode would be the best
way to expose children to pro-
gramming before high school.”

“The kids absolutely love receiv-
ing their graduation certificates at
the end of the course, since they
realize how far they’ve come since

the beginning of the course,” said
Gupta.

Kidz Kode is not only looking
for students but also high school
volunteers with programming
experience in Java. “We’re looking
forward to expanding our curricu-

lum and preparing to make the
program more approachable for
underprivileged children, said
Padurkar.”

High school students can regis-
ter to volunteer on the Kidz Kode
website kidzkode.org.

Underprivileged kids taught computer programming at non-profit Kidz Kode 

Above: Children learn to solve problems with Kidz Kode. Right, top to bottom: Varun Baldwa, Parth Padurkar, and Kedar Gupta.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU! 
Send your letters via email to  times@ timesmediainc.com or via postal mail to:  
The Times, Silicon Valley Business Center, 1900 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95124Mailbox

mailto:williamb@timesmediainc.com
mailto:brigitte@timesmediainc.com
mailto:editorial@timesmediainc.com
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MARK&MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

WE PUT THE “FULL” IN FULL SERVICE!
Mark’s MMobile: 4408.425.2848      MMadeline’s MMobile: 4408.506.5393
EEmmaaiill:: iinnffoo@@tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm  WWeebbppaaggee:: wwwwww..tthheecchhiiaavveettttaass..ccoomm
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Coldwell Banker International
Presidents Premier, Top 1%

7137 Echo Loop
Private Almaden Country Club Home

6 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, oversized master suite.
Park like backyard with saltwater pool w/solar heating, spa.

Top Almaden Schools

20765 Monte Sunset Drive
5 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 3 half baths, sparkling

pool. Loft, spacious bonus room, indoor spa with
views of the valley, separate fitness room 5800

square feet of living space on a 2 ½ acre lot.

6883 Goldpine Court
Country Club with panoramic views of

Almaden Valley and the Graystone Hills.
Private 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath,

3,624 square feet of living space.

6548 Springpath Lane
4 bedroooms, 2 baths, courtyard 

and private back yard. 
Top Almaden Schools

Open Sat 1
:30-4:30

By A
ppointm

ent

SOLD

Open Sat. &
 Sun.

1:30 p.m. to
 4:30 p.m.

mailto:info@thechiavettas.com
http://www.thechiavettas.com
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www.rpm-mtg.com
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Open Saturday 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
4969 Popejoy Court
Beautiful Cambrian Home
This amazing family home was built for entertaining
with ease of flow from room to room. Recently updat-
ed with a transitional flair offering 2,005 square feet of
living space, 4 bedrooms and 2.5 baths situated on a
7,842 square foot lot with a cul-de-sac setting.

Offered at: $1,088,000

www.jackiejonessells.com
www.northerncaliforniaconnection.com
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Expires 3/31/16

Book Fair
Continued from page 1
community programs.

“What a huge honor to be recognized
across America for our excellence in reading
and all the creative imagination that goes into
our event,” said Chris Hindenes, St. Timothy
coordinator for the school’s book fair each
year, and teacher. “St. Timothy’s is one of the
only schools to receive the First Place title
more than once, and is the only school to
receive the titles so close together,” she said.

This year the book fair theme was “City of
Monstropolis,” with doors hanging from the
ceiling. Also featured was the Child
Detection Agency Vehicle, which includes
working tires, and lights. There was also a
scream wall, scream tubes, Boo’s door, and
most importantly, Boo and Mike Wazowski
sitting on stage for the kids to see.

“Over the summer, one our preschool
moms had surgery so she couldn’t physically
come in and paint, so while she was at
home, she decided she was going to crochet
a Monster Hat for each fifth grade student at
the Book Fair,” said Hindenes. “The kids
love them and many of them are still wear-
ing them every day to school. That just
shows you how much the Book Fairs mean
to our families.”

As winners of the Scholastic First Place
title, St. Timothy’s has the honor of hosting
Dan Santat, a New York Times best-selling
and award-winning author and illustrator of
numerous children’s books.

Santat is the author of The Adventures of
Beekle, the Unimaginary Friend which won the
2015 Caldecott medal for distinguished illus-
trations. He is also the creator of the Disney
animated hit, The Replacements. Santat will
be visiting St. Timothy’s this coming April.

By Frank Shortt
Special to the Times

Somehow it just doesn’t seem right,
looking from a Taxpayer’s point of
view, why our streets and roads in

California are in such trashy condition? 
We once had sweepers come by every so

often to remove the rubbish from the gutters.
Drains used to be cleaned before winter rains
as a preventive measure. Trees used to be
trimmed along roadways so one could see
traffic signs.

VTA is hard put to provide even the least
service to our community. They do not have
the funds to also remove graffiti and the
roadway trash that is unwittingly thrown out
by passing motorists. It seems that there is
no pride of community anymore. We pay
taxes to have the trash removed, left there by
careless citizens, but it remains in the gutter
until it rots or rusts away.

Suggestions have been made, to the pow-
ers that be, to use incarcerated individuals to
clean up the trash and graffiti. It is for certain
that most folks who are locked up in our
many places of detainment would rather be
outside cleaning up than be inside a stuffy
cell. From the taxpayer’s point of view, why
not? Would we rather they be ‘working out’
in exercise rooms building up their muscles
for their next escapade? It is for sure that
there are some very talented souls who are
locked up in our jails. There must be garden-
ers, painters, and almost any profession that

could be named. These questions beg for
answers.

Do we not have deputies who could be
with the ‘incarcerated ones’ to insure they do
not escape? Are there not enough funds to
buy water and food for these individuals? Or,
is it a union matter? 

Taxes keep going up on everything we use.
More is spent on jails and prisons than for
the upkeep of the communities, including
education.

Just driving from San Jose to Los Angeles
on Highway 101 is an appalling experience.
There is everything from shopping carts, to
produce boxes plastic bags, etc. lying in our
gutters. There is graffiti on every wall and
overpass between the two cities.

Are any graffiti artists ever caught red-
handed? If they are caught, is there a penalty
for their pre-meditated crime? A law without
a penalty is NOT a law. Would it not make
much more sense to sentence these individu-
als to paint the whole section that they were
so willing to deface, and a little besides?

These are just a few questions which cross
the minds of law-abiding, caring citizens.
What is the answer? Who is being held
responsible? Any manager, boss, etc. has
someone to answer to. Are there not certain
departments appointed to these details? It
seems there is a great lack of accountability.

Maybe our esteemed candidates for public
office would care to answer these and other
questions from our weary taxpayers.

OP ED 

Rubbishy roadways are an irritation

Times News

www.caspianvillage.com
www.umunhum.net/times
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www.amccafferty.com


SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 10 ALMADEN TIMES FEB. 26–MARCH 10, 2016

By Frank Shortt
Times Staff Writer

On a recent trip to Minden
and Gardnerville, Nevada,
to celebrate my wife’s

birthday at the T&J Basque food
restaurant, it was interesting to see
the changes that the snow season is
making.

We took Hwy. 50, from our place
in Grizzly Flats, intending to take
Hwy.89 South to Hwy. 88, thus
ending up in Minden, Nevada. As
our friend, Manuel, had never
viewed Lake Tahoe, we decided to
take the long way on to Carson
City via Hwy. 5o.

As we proceeded to Lake Tahoe,
we noticed, even at lower eleva-
tions, the deepness of the snow.
The American River, which trav-
erses along Hwy. 50, is rising high-
er and higher as melted snow runs
off the surrounding hillsides.
Newscasts from Sacramento have
stated that Folsom Lake is being
drained down to a lower level
because it is feared that should the
snow banks melt too suddenly
there could be flooding in the lower
elevations.

As one proceeds on 50 toward
Lake Tahoe, there is one landmark
that is a must to see, especially at
this time. Bridal Veil Falls, down to

a trickle in recent years, is now a
beautiful cascade and promises to
be even larger as feeder snow melts
in the hills above.

My wife’s rejoicing resounded
down the American River Canyon
as she witnessed this awesome
sight. There were warm feelings all
around, even though chilling winds
prevailed down the Canyon.

Older water marks, around Lake
Tahoe, tell a tale of higher water at
one time. It appears that the lake is
filling up nicely as snow melts from
the surrounding terrain.
Temperatures there have remained
in the freezing stages at night.
Daytime temps have not risen high
enough yet to cause flood panic.

It seems that Lake Tahoe is just
about normal for this time of year.
There are predictions of more
snow in the higher elevations of
California and more rain to come
in the lower elevations. Ski resorts
are proclaiming a much better year
than previous years of drought.
Our friend, who is from the Shasta
Lake region reports that Shasta is
about half full.

Heading up past the Nevada line
we made several stops along the
way to the forks of Hwy. 50 and
395 South. The splendor of Lake
Tahoe from the Incline Village

turnoff area would be difficult to
match. Blue water, reflecting the
surrounding mountains, presented
many photo ops of postcard quali-
ty. We almost had the beauty to
ourselves as few tourists were pres-
ent on this day.

The grandeur was unbelievable
as we proceeded south on Rt. 395.
The whole Carson Valley was sur-
rounded by snow covered peaks
with the Eastern Sierra slopes on
the west side and the Pine Nut
Mountains to the east. Cattle
grazed lazily in grass brought on by
the spring-like weather along the
Carson River. Minden and
Gardnerville enjoyed a boost this
day in tourism and ranchers com-
ing in from the outlying areas that
have been shut in by snowdrifts.

After enjoying a wonderful
lunch at T&J’s Basque Restaurant

we attempted to return on Route 89
to learn, after driving several miles,
that the pass between Minden and
Lake Tahoe was closed due to deep
snow. It’s a good thing we had
decided to give Manuel a tour of
the lake deferring to take Route 89

to Minden. All in all, Sharon
enjoyed a very, happy birthday.

We were happy to see, that with
a few more storms, we will have
plenty of water for the summer
season. However, we should never
be careless with our water supplies!

Times Features

Is the drought over?
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SAN JOSE ALMADEN
1096 BLOSSOM HILL ROAD, SUITE 200   408.448.4488

SARATOGA $6,800,888
5 BR 6.5 BA The Hamptoms meet
Saratoga. Brand New Custom Vineyard
Estate. One Acre Plus.
David Long, 
CalBRE #00956085 
408-402-2130

ALMADEN VALLEY $2,099,999
5 BR 4 BA Exquisite tri-level home with
absolutely spectacular unobstructed
views of the Valley. Sought after
Almaden Valley neighborhood.
Kamran Chitgar, 
CalBRE #01051256 
408-243-4663

CUPERTINO $1,890,000
5 BR 3 BA Remodeled, expanded, &
beautiful home on cul-de-sac. Top
Cupertino schools. Move in condition.
Great bonus rooms!
Mamie Onoshi, 
CalBRE #01152082 
408-892-5895

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,738,000
4 BR 3 BA Excellent open flowing 
floorplan with large attractive bonus
room. Outstanding schools!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, 
CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 
408-757-9678

MORGAN HILL $1,249,000
4 BR 2.5 BA Best views in South
County. An entertainer's dream. 
Modern wonder overlooks in the 
Valley!
Tiffany Lloyd Lofton, 
CalBRE #01929358 
408.373.8008

ALMADEN VALLEY $1,198,888
4 BR 2 BA A beautiful remodeled home
situated on a large lot. Sought after
Montevideo neighborhood of Almaden
Valley with top schools.
Kamran Chitgar, 
CalBRE #01051256 
408-243-4663

WILLOW GLEN $539,000
2 BR 2 BA Spacious Corner Unit,
Upstairs with vaulted ceilings. Easy
access to freeways and downtown
Willow Glen. Don’t miss this one!
Kim Nicholson, 
CalBRE #01799950 
408-506-5447

ALMADEN VALLEY $950,000
3 BR 2 BA Attractive remodeled single-
story home. Updated Kitchen & Baths,
HW floors, & crown molding. Simonds,
Bret Harte & Leland schools!
Margaret Yost & David Yost, 
CalBRE #00947936 & 01450671 
408-445-5133 & 408-757-9678

ALUM ROCK $529,000
4 BR 2 BA Ranch style home with
updates in excellent condition, clean
and ready to sell. Kitchen features gran-
ite counters and a gas stove.
Kerry McCarty, 
CalBRE #01354552 
408.838.5993

www.californiamoves.com
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www.kwbae.com
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www.thegossrealestategroup.com
www.myrickestatesteam.com
www.darrenwilfordrealestate.com
www.kwbae.com
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Times News

Charissa Leung, 17-year-old violinist
from Almaden Valley, who won the
2015 Khuner Young Artist Concerto

Competition, is volunteering as a teacher at
her alma mater, Williams Elementary
School.

Leung, who is giving private lessons to
members of the school orchestra, said she
was inspired by so many teachers at
Williams. Charissa began her violin studies
at the age of three with Diane Egli and has
studied with Ron Waibel since the age of six.

Leung is a prizewinner in the ASTA
(American String Teachers Association) San
Francisco Regional Solo Competition,
Pacific Musical Society Annual
Competition, the Chinese Music Teachers
Association of Northern California
International Youth Music Competition,
and the MTAC (Music Teacher Association
of California) VOCE State Finals.

Leung was notably recognized for the
Menuhin-Dowling Young Musicians Award
and the Junior Bach Festival. In 2013,
Charissa attended the Aspen Music Festival
and School, where she studied with Naoko
Tanaka, and returned in summer 2014 under
David Halen. In September 2014, Charissa

was invited to participate in the McDuffie
Center for Strings Labor Day Festival as she
was one of four high school senior violinists
selected from around the country. She also
attended the Stradivarius International
Violin Competition Advanced String Camp
in 2012, where she was coached by Nicholas
Mann and the late Stephen Clapp. She has
participated in master classes by renowned
pedagogues Paul Kantor, Robert McDuffie,
and Li Lin.

Besides the violin, Leung enjoys reading,
skiing, painting, and speech debate.

Award winning violinist volunteering
at Williams Elementary School

MOVIE REVIEW: Risen
By Steven Leonard
Special to the Times

The new movie "Risen," is about a
Roman officer searching for the res-
urrected Christ in the 40 days fol-

lowing the crucifixion. It is an old-fash-
ioned Biblical spectacular with fresh blood
in its veins. As directed by Kevin Reynolds
("Waterworld,") Roman military tribune
Clavius (Joseph Fiennes) remains set in his
ways after serving 25 years in the army. He
arrives at a crossroad when he's tasked to
investigate the mystery of what happened
to Jesus (Cliff Curtis) following the
Crucifixion. Accompanied by trusted aide
Lucius (Tom Felton), his quest to disprove
rumors of a risen Messiah makes him ques-
tion his own beliefs and spirituality. As his
journey takes him to places never dreamed
of, Clavius discovers the truth that he's been
seeking.

"Risen" is the first religious movie I've
ever considered recommending to non-
believers. It is centered on the search for
Jesus' cadaver after his crucifixion. To what
lengths should one go to prevent devout
fanatics from destabilizing an already trou-

bled city? 
Roman official Clavius (Joseph Fiennes)

is ordered to locate the missing body -
rumored to be walking around, alive once
more, per its owner's prophecy - by Pontius
Pilate (Peter Firth), who wants to ensure
that the unhappy Jewish minority not make
any trouble during the emperor's imminent
visit despite the recent public execution of
one of its religious leaders.

Clavius' conversion story will be a famil-
iar one; there are unmistakable echoes of
the Apostle Paul, a brutal oppressor of
early Christians until he became one him-
self after a celestial intervention. But the
delights are in the details: the world around
Clavius is recognizable enough to contain
guards griping about their overtime shifts
and the PTSD symptoms of a witness who
can't quite bring himself to believe the res-
urrection of Jesus (Cliff Curtis, "Fear the
Walking Dead") - it's simply too reality-
shattering to think about without a round of
drinks.

Reynolds and Paul Aiello's script is
impressive in how Christ brought a new fre-
quency to our world; a way of looking at
the world through a different kind of lens.
Jesus asked the Roman officer what he

See RISEN, page 23

www.almadenlawgroup.com
t.uber.com/almadentimes
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Times Communuity News
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Serving Almaden Valley since 1995

St Patrick's Day dinner
celebration March 7

The Almaden Senior Association is hold-
ing a traditional St Patrick's day dinner cele-
bration at the Almaden Community Center
on Thursday, March 7th, from 2 - 4 p.m.

Dinner will include corned beef and cab-
bage served with all the fixings. There will
also be live music.

Tickets will be on sale at the Almaden
Community Center beginning February 29
every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
from 8:40 -10 a.m. Wearing green is a must! 

Tickets are $10 for members and $12 for
non-members.

Almaden seniors 
plan casino trip

The Almaden Senior Association is plan-
ning a trip to Thunder Valley Casino,
Tuesday, March 15, 2016.

The fun bus departs Almaden Community
Center at 8 a.m., and those participating are
encouraged to arrive no later than 7:45 a.m.

Cost: $35.00 per person, and the package
includes $15 free slot play and a  $10 free
table play.

Sign up at Almaden Community Center
lobby weekday mornings, or contact Sally:
408-826-9619, or Bea: 408-761-4002.

Cortese to deliver State
of the County Speech to
highlight initiatives,
direction for 2016 

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors
President Dave Cortese, who was elected
earlier this year to serve a second term as
president, will deliver the State of the
County address to highlight the County's
accomplishments in 2015 and initiatives for
2016.

The program and speech, which is deliv-
ered annually by the Board President, will
begin at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February
24, 2016, at the County Government Center,
70 West Hedding Street, San Jose. Doors
will open at 5 p.m. A reception for the pub-
lic will follow in the building's lower level.

For more information, contact the Office
of Supervisor Dave Cortese at (408) 299-
5030. To RSVP, email
Janice.Rombeck@bos.sccgov.org.

Boy Scouts 4th Annual
Council Recognition
Dinner Silicon Valley
Monterey Bay Council

More than 400 Scouting volunteers and
leaders will attend the Silicon Valley
Monterey Bay Councils 4th annual
Recognition Dinner on Feb. 27 at the San
Jose Doubletree.

Guests will listen to keynote speaker,
McKay Christensen, a retired professional
baseball player, speak about his career in
baseball and experience in Scouting. An
Eagle Scout, McKay was drafted by the
California Angels in 1994 and played profes-
sional baseball from 1997-2004 for the White
Sox, Dodgers, Mets, Phillies and Reds.

The Recognition Dinner celebrates the
council's achievements from the year prior,
while thanking the dedicated volunteers for
their continued support. Included in the cel-
ebration is an Eagle Scout March, where
some of the 376 young Scouts that earned
their rank of Eagle in 2015 will be recog-
nized at the dinner.

Program: Reception viewing Eagle Scout
Projects at 5:30 p.m.

The Silicon Valley Monterey Bay Council,
Boy Scouts of America is a 501(c)(3) organ-
ization headquartered in San Jose, Cali, and
currently serves over 13,000 youth across the
counties of Monterey, San Benito, Santa
Clara and Santa Cruz.

NEWS BRIEFS

Exp. 3/15/16

mailto:Janice.Rombeck@bos.sccgov.org
www.almadenvalleylawyers.com
www.sszsilvercreek.com
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Times Feature

FEMA urges homeowners
to brace for flooding

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency is once again warning Bay Area
homeowners to brace for flooding.

El Niño weather patterns are expected to
intensify in March. FEMA officials say it may
not be until spring that the most damage will
be inflicted.

FEMA officials say they're worried El
Niño conditions could mean flooding in
places residents would not normally expect it,
and there are not enough residents signing up
for flood insurance policies.

FEMA Deputy Regional Manager Ahsha
Tribble said her agency wants to make sure all
Bay Area residents understand the risks. "It's
just whether it's low, medium or high risk,"
she said.

Many don't realize flood damage is not
covered under the average homeowner's
insurance policy. "Flash flooding can happen
very quickly," Tribble said. "It takes a very,
very small amount of water to give you very
expensive damage in your home."

FCC allows 
set-top box swap

The Federal Communications Commission
last week approved a new rule that would
allow consumers to swap cable set-top boxes
for less expensive devices in a blow to major
cable operators.

The television industry is evolving amid a
consumer shift to on-demand and streaming
services and away from traditional cable

packages. The measure passed by a 3-2 vote.
The new rule effectively increases competi-

tion, giving upstart providers like Google an
Apple a lead in the completion.

Under the rule, makers of alternate devices
like Apple TV and TiVo platforms will gain
access to cable and satellite programs. Most
consumers currently pay large cable compa-
nies for their boxes at an average lease cost of
more than $200 per year, according to
Reuters.

Cable companies like Comcast and Verizon
had opposed the measure, maintaining that
consumers already enjoyed more choices as
the television industry evolved.

Free fruit tree pruning
techniques training Feb. 27

Learn proper
pruning tech-
niques from Tree
Amigo Charlie
Key on Saturday,
February 27.
Watch Ley prune
some of our nurs-
ery fruit trees and
learn the best
practices to use on your own trees.

This free one hour event will begin at 10
a.m. followed by a question and answer ses-
sion.

The event will be held at the Our City
Forest Community Nursery Training Center,
1000 Spring Street, San Jose, CA 95110.

Please RSVP by email to
treenursery@ourcityforest.org.

mailto:treenursery@ourcityforest.org
www.itexsv.com
www.westcoastlimousine.com
www.valleywater.org
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By Donald J. DeVries
Special to the Times

This week’s question:
My wife and I are thinking about having

our living trust done since it sounds so good
to do so. We called two or three law offices
and they all said that they do a series of doc-
uments at that time. Is that really necessary?
Aren’t they just trying to make more money
off us?

Kenny K.
Almaden Valley

Dear Kenny:
Having your living trust done is a great

idea, Kenny. So, we are half-way home in
understanding what we need to do so as to
have the whole job done right.

All we need to do is to understand a little
more about the other documents that are
needed. When the trust is done, that is a per-
fect time to tackle the other documents that
are needed. And, no, I would not say that
your attorney is just trying to take more
money from you and your wife.

In fact, if a client of ours would refuse to
have one or more of the following docu-
ments done, I would have them sign a letter
to the effect that it is against our advice and
that we are clearly not responsible for any
adverse repercussions.

Here are the documents that usually
accompany your revocable living trust:

Will. The will is often called a “pour

over” will. You and your wife
both need one, so that any
property that is not governed
by your trust is “poured over”
into the trust through the will
so as to avoid a costly and
time-consuming estate pro-
cess in Probate Court. You
would be surprised at how
often people just forget to
transfer an asset to their trust.

Durable Power of Attor-
ney for Asset Management.
This is a document that
names your agent to act for
you and handle your financial
matters if you become inca-
pacitated. Most of us have
heard about friends and fami-
ly members who have had a
stroke or who have acquired
Alzheimer’s. Often in that situation, a
Conservatorship is needed down at the
Courthouse to take care of the person’s
financial affairs. This can go on for years
and be very, very expensive. With this docu-
ment, a Conservatorship is often not needed
since the person’s duly appointed agent takes
care of business.

Advance Health Care Directive. This is a
document that names an agent to act for you
if you become unable to make health care
decisions for yourself. It can be a very valu-
able document if the need arises. Your doc-

tor and your hospital should
have a copy on file at all times.

Community Property Declar-
ation. Since there generally is
no tax when one spouse’s 1/2 of
all community property passes
to the other spouse, it is wise to
have this in writing. It can save a
whole lot of grief and expense
down the road.

Assignment. An assignment
will legally transfer or “assign”
all property to the trust. This
document is quite important
since many assets do not have
deeds or pink slips showing own-
ership, such as furniture, furnish-
ings, heirlooms, jewelry, and
other items.

Certification of Trust. Banks
and other financial institutions

often require you to prove the existence of
your trust, and one of the easiest ways to do
that is to show them the Certification of your
trust.

HIPPA Authorization. Because of strict
privacy laws now, often key people cannot
see your medical records and work with your
physicians and others on your behalf. By the
way, “HIPPA” is an acronym for The Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
of 1996. With a HIPPA authorization, the
key people named in your documents will
have proper authority to do so, such as your

spouse and your adult children. Almaden
Times readers can learn a lot more about
these privacy rules by going to their favorite
search engine, like Google, and enter
“HIPPA”.

So, there you go, Kenny. I hope you recon-
sider your decision to pass on “all the other
documents” since each one is important. I
have a hunch that when you and your wife
are all done with the process you will agree
that it was time and money well spent.

Donald J. DeVries 
Almaden Times

You can reach Mr. DeVries with your questions
by email at don@almadenvalleylawyers.com,
with “Almaden Times” in the subject line, fax at
(408)268-6502, telephone at (408)268-9500, or
mail at DeVries Law Office at 6475 Camden
Avenue, Suite 200, San Jose, CA 95120. Your
name will not be used. No attorney-client relation-
ship is created by these articles.

Times Feature

Ask The
Lawyer
Donald J. DeVries,
Attorney at Law

For past articles, 
visit our web site at

www.almadenvalleylawyers.com

Documents to accompany your living trust You and your wife both need

a will, so that any property

that is not governed by your

trust is ‘poured over’ into the

trust through the will to avoid

a costly and time-consuming

estate process in court.

mailto:don@almadenvalleylawyers.com
http://www.almadenvalleylawyers.com
www.wealthcu.org
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Healing Touch Chiropractic Clinic
2724 Aborn Road, San Jose, CA 95121

* Introductory Price Available for First Time Clients *
Ask About Our Discount Massage Package!

Please call
(408) 393-1099
to schedule an
appointment

Expires 3/31/16

Professional Staff
Rosario Espinoza, CMT
Leticia Espinoza, CMT

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage

Massage Therapy

Voted
Best 

Massage

Winter Special

$35 special
1 hour with 

this ad

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF
ALMADEN VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA
95120. Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michele Rogers
Brigham. 408 268-0243
www.AlmadenCongregational.org
We are a welcoming Church engaged in
progressive approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local community. We
are proud to be UCC, Open and affirming
(O&A) and welcome members of the
LGBT community. We support local
Innvision Shelter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco Night Ministry,
Second Harvest Food Bank, Church
World Service, and Communities
Responding to End Poverty.  
Worship 9:00AM, Sunday School 10:00
AM Sundays. 1st Sundays in Worship:
Holy Communion; 2nd Sunday in
Worship: Folk Choir; 3rd Sundays at
Coffee Hour:  Round Table Disc.
4th Sundays in Worship:  Blessing of
Birthdays/Anniversaries/other "joy"
Occasions. Tuesday, AA Meetings, 8:15-
9:15 PM. Wednesdays, 9:30 AM.,
Women's Study Group 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of Christians that
love and honor God and Jesus Christ in
our daily lives. We assemble each
Sunday to encourage each other through
singing, studying, praying and sharing in
the Lord’s supper. Simple—just like
what one reads about in the New
Testament. Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San Jose near
Kooser Rd. and Camden Ave. (behind
the Almaden Valley Athletic Club).
Come make new Christian friends!

EAST VALLEY CHURCH
We are a Multicultural Christian
Community committed to making Christ
known to our Neighbors, Community
and World. 
Sunday Schedule: Worship 10am,
Sunday School for all ages 8:30am,
Coffee and Conversation 9:30am
Childcare is provided for all our Sunday
Services. Uplifting music, Biblical teach-
ing, ministries for Children, Youth,
College & Career, Small Groups for all
adults, Ministries to Men, Women,
Seniors, Celebrate Recovery (Please see
website for details and meeting times
www.eastvalleychurch.com )
Community-Life Pastor (Youth/College &
Career) – Pastor Pat Boyd, Community
Life Pastor (Small Groups/Christian
Education) – Pastor Alvin Lin, Children’s
Ministry Director – Julie Garcia,
Celebrate Recovery Leader – Anne
Friend. We are located at 2827 Flint Ave
(Between Tully & Norwood) San Jose,
CA 95148, Phone 408-238-0231, e-mail
info@eastvalleychurch.com We are
associated with Converge Worldwide
www.convergeworldwide.org

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA
95120.  The Rev. Shelley Booth Denney,
Rector.  Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship, study, fellow-
ship and outreach, we strive to nurture
and grow a strong faith community of
believers, a family of all ages, where
each member feels welcomed, loved,
valued and empowered to serve.
Children are especially welcomed and
cherished as an important part of God's
family. All junior high and senior high
students are welcome to participate in

our Youth Groups. During the school
year we have joint Sunday School with
our sister church, the Congregational
Church of Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in Almaden offers the
following regular opportunities for wor-
ship: Sunday at 7:30AM and 10:30AM,
Holy Communion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a coffee hour for
friendship and conversation.

EVERGREEN VALLEY CHURCH
Visit our Web Site at wwww.evcsj.com
2750 Yerba Buena Rd. San Jose, CA
95121. Phone: 408-274-7422. Saturday
worship is at 5 pm. Sunday worship
services at 9 am and 11 am.. Excellent
contemporary Christian music and Bible-
based teaching. Nursery care and
Children’s Sunday School programs at 9
am and 11 am. Junior High students
meet at 9am and High School students
meet at 11am. Nuevo Comienzo:
Servicio en espanol, Domingo 4pm.

FIRST CHURCH DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th Street, in
downtown San Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdowntown.com
Telephone: (408) 294-7254 x310. We
are a community serving the Christ from
the heart of the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus known by serv-
ing, worshipping, and learning together.
Worship services are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community Center (7th
and Santa Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contemporary and tradi-
tional music, a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the Bible, and mean-
ingful to people of all ages and back-
grounds.  We work in our community to
provide real assistance and long-term,
life-saving solutions: food, housing,
counseling, and spiritual direction.  Our
children's & families' ministries include

Sunday classes, outdoor family activities
such as bike rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference and feel the
difference God can make in your life!

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge.Community - this is our
promise to our members. If you are
looking for an active Christian faith com-
munity, we invite you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community. All are wel-
come! We are located at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120. Mass is
celebrated at 8:30 a.m. Monday - Friday.
Our weekend Mass schedule is Saturday
5 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of Reconciliation is
every Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office is open Monday
- Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak with someone
in our parish office. Information on Faith
Formation for children and adults can be
obtained by calling our Catechetical
Office at 408-997-5115. Get in the loop
with our 3sixty High School Youth
Ministry by calling 408-997-5106. Holy
Spirit School serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is located at 1198
Redmond Avenue. You can reach the
school office at 408-268-0794.

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become a part of our
hospitable, intimate Catholic parish.  We
are a caring community, promoting spiri-
tual growth, reaching out to people in
need and where you get to know people
by name.  We offer children's religious
education (CREATE); Youth Ministry
(BLAST & X-STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Senior's Group and
many other adult ministries as well.
Saint Anthony parish is located in

Almaden Valley at 20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120.  Our weekend Masses
are at 4 p.m. on Saturday at our historic
church at 21800 Bertram Road in New
Almaden, CA  95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. at
the McKean Road location.   Our Parish
Office is open Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thursday, 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  For more informa-
tion, stop by the Parish Office or call 1+
(408) 997-4800, or visit our website at
www.churchstanthony.com. Fr. Larry
Hendel, Pastor.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., San Jose, CA
95135. 408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our community of
faith located in the Evergreen area of San
Jose. We are an inclusive diverse com-
munity striving to serve as Disciples of
Jesus Christ in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to the community.
We offer spiritual opportunities for all
ages, including children's liturgy, dynam-
ic E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -Young Adult
Ministries, along with small faith com-
munities and opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only Catholic Preschool
offering quality family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering Hall, Parish Office,
Mission Center, Parish Gift Shop,
Memorial Garden and Preschool are all
located at 5111 San Felipe Rd. 
Please come join us to worship at one
of the following times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi Chapel

Saturday 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30 AM,
10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sunday11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday of the month
12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange - 2840 Aborn
Road: Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Community (Cribari
Auditorium):
Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information, please call or visit
us at the Parish Mission Center open M-
F 9:00 AM -12:00 PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and share your pres-
ence with us so that together we may
grow and share our gifts to help build
God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
www.ThePoint.Church
3695 Rose Terrasse Circle. San Jose CA
95148. Located at the top of Aborn Rd
and Murillo Ave. Come be inspired and
build your faith as we worship together
this Sunday @ 10:30 AM. KidsPoint is
our children's ministry, serving infants
through 5th grade. It is a fun and safe
experience for kids as they grow in their
walk with God. ONE is our student min-
istry, serving 6th through 12th grades.
We help lead students into a growing
relationship with Jesus through conver-
sations, fun and service. Because of the
diversity of Evergreen we offer church
services in 5 languages, each with their
own auditorium and pastor. 10:30 AM
English, Mandarin, Cantonese and
Cambodian. Spanish at 1:00 PM. 

Worship listing advertisements are
$495 annually. Please call Brigitte at
(408) 558-3623.

http://www.AlmadenCongregational.org
http://www.bibleroad.org
http://www.eastvalleychurch.com
mailto:info@eastvalleychurch.com
http://www.convergeworldwide.org
http://www.eca-sj.org
http://www.churchstanthony.com
http://www.stfrancisofassisi.com
http://www.stfrancisofassisipreschool.org
http://www.ThePoint.Church
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Times Cover Story

Rosen
Continued from page 1
clerical workers and volunteers.

Rosen joined the District Attorney’s Office
in 1995 and was elected DA in 2010. One of
the first cases he prosecuted involved spitting.
A man in line behind an older woman pump-
ing gas at a gas station thought she was tak-
ing too long and started yelling at her.
Frightened, she quickly finished and got into
her car. Still screaming, he approached her
and before she could fully close her window,
spit in her face. Then he put a dent in the
front of her car. The woman went to the
police, and through a surveillance video, they
were able to track him down.

“When the case went to trial,” says Rosen,
“I remember thinking that woman could
have been my mom, or my grandmother, or
aunt and I really wanted to hold this guy
accountable and try to make the victim feel a
little bit better.” That was the first case he
prosecuted and the man was convicted. “I
wanted to get justice for this woman,” he
says, “I didn’t like what this guy did.”

The last case Rosen prosecuted was a mur-
der in Los Gatos; a love triangle in which a
man hired someone to kill the other man. “It
was a more serious crime, but it was the same
feeling I had,” says Rosen. “It’s wrong what
these men did and they should be held
accountable for it.” Those men are currently
serving life in prison.

“Whether a spitter, murderer, burglar,
rapist, gangster, or thief,” he says, “I feel the
same way about all of these cases. I don’t like
it when people take advantage of others.
That’s really why I became a prosecutor.
When someone’s victimized by crime, I want
them to know that society cares about them
and is going to try to get justice for them.”

In 1940, Attorney General Robert Jackson
said, “The citizens’ safety lies in the prosecu-
tor who tempers zeal with human kindness,
who seeks truth and not victims, who serves
the law and not factional purposes, and who
approaches his task with humility.”

Rosen believes that humility is an impor-
tant quality in a prosecutor. “It’s easy for us
in the DA’s Office to get a little bit self-right-
eous and full of ourselves,” he says, “but we
make mistakes from time to time and try to
learn from them and do better.”

The DA’s Office also follows Rules of
Professional Conduct, which include Rights
of Victims, Rights of Defendants, Duty to
Review and File, Duty to Investigate and
Mandate to Act Ethically. “The rules of con-
duct require us to act in certain ways,” he
says, “to be a little more mature and not as
flashy as defense attorneys. There’s a reason
I’m wearing a dark gray suit and one of my
assistants is wearing a navy suit.”

Rosen says that the goal of the DA’s Office
is not to win a case but to do justice. They
prosecute about 40,000 cases per year includ-
ing homicides, sexual assaults, gang crimes,
domestic violence, child abuse, major fraud
and economic crimes, public integrity, bur-
glaries, juvenile offenses and misdemeanors.
About 80% are misdemeanors and 20% are
felonies.

There were 41 murders in Santa Clara
County last year; 30 of which occurred in
San Jose. “Compared to Alameda or San
Francisco County, it’s many fewer murders
per capita,” says Rosen. “When I meet with
DAs from around the country—whether
Seattle, Phoenix, St. Louis, Kansas City,
Chicago, Philadelphia or New York—their

murder rates are four to five times higher
than the murder rates in our county. So, it’s a
relatively safe county, but it could always be
and should be safer.”

Santa Clara County is one of the few
counties in California with its own crime
laboratory. “A tremendous amount of cut-
ting edge work goes on there like DNA, tox-
icology, firearms, cell phones and computer
analysis,” says Rosen. “It’s similar to what
you might see on CSI. But while we work
quickly, we usually don’t finish in 40 minutes,
and while we have 80 criminalists, when they
go to crime scenes they don’t normally wear
tight-fitting clothing and low cut blouses;
they’re more professionally dressed than
that.”

A Deputy DA prepares for and conducts
jury trials as well as negotiates the cases that
don’t go to trial. The Deputy DA is also
responsible for deciding whether to file crim-
inal charges, attends parole hearings at pris-
ons and secures restitution for the victim of a
crime.

“Many times holding the defendant
accountable helps a victim,” says Rosen,
“but it may not be enough. If someone’s been
burglarized, they may not feel safe in their
home. We want to try to help the victims

heal, whether it’s restitution for lost wages,
counseling or helping them if they need to
testify.” Rosen said that he is proud to have a
Victim’s Services Unit with 30 people in the
DA’s Office working for crime victims full-
time. “This is incredibly important to me,” he
says, “and why many of us became prosecu-
tors. We want to hold defendants account-
able and help crime victims.”

Rosen says that there are many challenges
in his line of work. In addition to having to
convince 12 people on a jury to unanimously
agree beyond a reasonable doubt, today
jurors expect more from the DA’s Office,
including multimedia presentations, cell
phone evidence and DNA analysis. In addi-
tion, the law is always changing. When
Rosen began his career in 1995, the three
strikes law had recently been passed and for
the next 10 years, all of the laws passed
increased criminal sentences. However, in
the last five years, the focus shifted to reha-
bilitation, partially due to the high cost of
incarceration.

Burglaries
Rosen noted that for the last 25 years,

when Gallup Poll asked the public if there
had been more crime this year than last year,
a large majority (60 to 80%) of Americans

said yes. “Public perception is disconnected
from reality,” says Rosen, “partly because of
the information we receive. In the early
1990s, there were 100 murders a year in San
Jose. This year, there were 30 murders in San
Jose, but every murder will be covered by tel-
evision news and the Mercury News. It’s hard
to measure crime month-to-month or year-
to-year. When you take a look at things over
a 5, 10, or 15 year period, you tend to see
things that are a little more significant.”

During the last 10 years in Santa Clara
County, every city except San Jose had the
same level or a decrease in the amount of
burglaries. In San Jose, there were 4,049 bur-
glaries in 2005 and 4,896 burglaries in 2015.
“While the solve rate of murders is high,”
says Rosen, “the solve rate on burglaries is
low. It’s notoriously difficult with burglaries
to catch the individuals and prosecute them.”

He also noted that San Jose doesn’t have as
many police officers as it used to. “San Jose
had 1,275 officers in 2010. Today there are
under 1,000 officers and projections to go
under 900 this year,” says Rosen. “As the
number of officers fell, the number of bur-
glaries increased. Unfortunately, when you
don’t have as many police officers as you’d
like, the officers are just running from call to
call—a burglary here, domestic violence
there, graffiti here, a drunk there—and are
unable to focus on problem areas. Hopefully,
over the next three or four years, we’ll be able
to add back some of the police officers we
lost in San Jose.”

However, Rosen says that the DA’s Office
takes residential burglaries seriously and will
continue to do all it can to catch the culprits.
He noted that in November and December
2015, the DA’s Office brought two very sig-
nificant criminal grand jury indictments.

In November, they indicted an Oakland
street gang for committing more than 50 auto
burglaries in San Jose, Milpitas, Santa Clara,
Palo Alto, Los Altos and Mountain View. All
21 defendants face felony vehicular burglary
charges with gang allegations. “They were a
very sophisticated and violent crew,” says
Rosen. “The case is proceeding to trial and
we expect to get convictions,” he said, “and
they’ll go to prison for substantial amounts of
time. They committed crimes all over the Bay
Area, but we’re the ones that did something
about it.”

In December, the DA’s Office indicted 29
members of a San Jose gang for residential
burglaries. All of the 29 defendants have been
charged with felonies and will face lengthy
prison terms if convicted. “We busted them a
couple of days before Christmas,” says Rosen,
“so we called it ‘Operation Grinch.’ They’ve
been indicted and are pending trial. Hopefully
that will calm things a bit here.”

The crimes began in 2012 when several
street gangs banded together to burglarize
homes in San Jose, Union City and
Hillsborough. Each crew would burglarize
multiple homes in a single day, kicking down
front doors or smashing sliding glass doors in
the backyard. They would often recruit
minors to enter the house, knowing that the
juveniles would face less serious criminal
penalties if caught. Investigators suspect the
group in hundreds of house burglaries.

“This department will do everything in its
power to make sure residents are safe in their
own homes,” said San Jose Police Chief
Larry Esquivel. “I’m proud that at the end of
this challenging investigation, we are holding
a brazen and dangerous criminal gang
accountable.” So is the DA’s Office.

Above: Burglary Rates: Overall, the burglary rate in California has dropped in the last 10 years. Below: Burglary
Rates since 2005: Unlike the rest of the county, burglary rates increased in San Jose in the last 10 years.
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Times Features

Call to schedule 
your tour!

1081 Foxworthy Avenue, 
San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 265-7380
M-F 6:30 am - 6:30 pm
www.Kindercare.com

By Councilmember 
Johnny Khamis

Special to the Times

For January 2016, compared
with January 2015, we have
seen a 71 percent drop in

burglaries. The statistics show a
marked improved from last year's
high of 83, to 24 this
year.

This drop in bur-
glaries came from
the work of many,
including the hard
work of our police
department who uti-
lized Burglary Sup-
pression cars, over-
time, TABS (Truancy
Abatement Burglary
Suppression) units,
and our beat officers.
It also involved the
hard work of our
Crime Prevention
Specialists who train
the Neighborhood Watch Groups
throughout our district. Com-
munity Service Officers played a
role in gathering fingerprints, writ-
ing burglary reports, and support-
ing our sworn staff so they could
concentrate on the more serious
crimes. Our public safety dispatch-
ers, working 24/7, were instru-
mental in calming us when we wit-
ness a crime in progress and get-
ting the right information to our
officers so they can respond quick-
ly and safely. I am grateful to the
many residents who were proac-
tive in organizing their neighbor-
hoods into Neighborhood Watch
groups. Every neighborhood needs
a champion, and I'm hoping some
of you reading this article will take
on that challenge and call Crime
Prevention at 408-277-4133 to
organize your neighborhood.

Burglary remains a serious prob-
lem that requires our attention.
Even though our district saw a sig-
nificant drop in burglaries, the fact
remains that we had 24 in January
2016. The victims of these 24 bur-
glaries are not necessarily comfort-
ed by the fact that the burglary rate
dropped by 71 percent. Their
homes were broken into and
trashed, and their hard-earned
property was taken. In 2015 we
averaged 41 burglaries per month
for District Adam. District Adam
is the portion of the Southern
Division that includes the largest
portion of Almaden. If we look at
the burglary statistics for the entire
Southern Division, we averaged
125 burglaries a month. It is atro-
cious that we have grown to expect
to see 5,167 burglaries citywide in
2014 and 4,896 in 2015. What will
2016 bring?

The best way to fight back on
burglaries is to become vigilant.
Neighbors watching out for each
other remains the nationally recog-
nized best practice for maintaining
low crime rates. If we make it a
practice to engage with our neigh-

bors and find opportunities to get
to know one another, then we will
become familiar with each other's
routines. Familiarity can help us
distinguish when it is time to call
the police in response to a stranger
in the neighborhood or when the
unfamiliar person is simply part of

a construction crew
working on a neigh-
bor's backyard proj-
ect. It lets us know
which gates are sup-
posed to be locked
and what set of cir-
cumstances are out of
the norm, warranting
a call to the police.

Please commit
yourselves to call the
police whenever you
see something suspi-
cious - if you see
something, say some-
thing. Learn how to
be a good witness by

describing individuals with detail.
Record the license plate numbers
of suspicious vehicles when you
are walking the dog or leaving your
home. Even though the police may
not be able to respond to your call,
all of the information you provide
will be recorded for beat informa-
tion giving police officers the abili-
ty to make contact with individu-
als you describe to the dispatcher.
Our officers need probable cause
to make contact with individuals
not engaged in criminal activity at
the time the officers see them, and
your descriptive tips can provide
that probable cause.

Unfortunately, we cannot cover
all of the great crime prevention
tips available to you on our police
department's website in this col-
umn, so visit the website often so
you can become informed and
avoid becoming a victim of crime.
Visit: http://www.sjpd.org/BFO/
Community/Crimeprev/Preventi
onTips/Prevent_Burglary.html.

District 10
Report

Johnny Khamis,
City Councilmember

Burglaries down from last year's spike

Times
Classifieds

Work!
Call now to place 
your ad by phone: 

(408) 898-7534

AVWC meeting date
Almaden Valley Women's Club

General Meeting will be held
Tuesday, March 1 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Almaden Community Center,
6455 Camden Ave. New members
welcome. “Friendship, Food &
Fun!”

Please
recycle

this
paper!

GOTTA GET IT
FIXED NOW?

Find help in the 
Almaden Times Classifieds!

http://www.Kindercare.com
http://www.sjpd.org/BFO/
www.godfather-ssv.org
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GET LISTED!
Call the Almaden Times today:

(408) 898-7534
brigitte@timesmediainc.com

DAVID & VICKI
HARRIS

2921 Villages Parkway,
San Jose

(408) 754-1572

CAROL CAMILLI-
MONTGOMERY

www.camillihomes.com
carolcamilli@kw.com

(408) 209-7809

LUCY MARIE
RAMOS

Alain Pinel Realtors
lramos@apr.com

(408) 529-8826

DAN 
WALKER
Alain Pinel 
Realtors

(408) 892-4813
Dwalker@apr.com

GLORIA
ASHDOWN

(408) 398-1516
gloriaashdown@aol.com

AlmadenTimesReal Estate Guide

NOW ONLINE!
The Willow Glen Times
www.willowglentimes.com

PAT 
O’CONNOR

(408) 691-7322
poconnor@kw.com

http://www.willowglentimes.com
mailto:brigitte@timesmediainc.com
http://www.camillihomes.com
mailto:carolcamilli@kw.com
mailto:lramos@apr.com
mailto:Dwalker@apr.com
mailto:gloriaashdown@aol.com
mailto:poconnor@kw.com
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Classifieds (408) 898-7534 Times Classifieds 
Work... for You!

YOUR NUMBER ONE
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEWS SOURCE.

The Almaden
Times.

Think
Green:

Please 
recycle this
paper after

you’ve read it!
Thank you! 

Times Features

SAME DAY CLEAN UP & GO TRASH HAULING
We Take Everything! 

We do all loading!  Residential/Commercial
Trash Removal, Hauling Front/Backyards, Garage,

Hoarder Cleanouts, Home/Rentals Clean-ups,
YARD SERVICE, Front/Backyard cleanups,

Tree/Shrub Removal, Shed/Deck Removal. Fire safety! 
MOVING ASSISTANCE IN/OUT
Senior/Military Discounts

7 DAYS, RAIN OR SHINE!

(408) 729-0630

MORENO HAULING

HaulingHandyman

Risen
Continued from page 14
really wanted from this life. The
Roman officer couldn't quite explain
exactly what it was that he wanted.
Jesus said, "What you really want is
to live a single day without killing
someone and having blood on your
hands!" This was exactly what the
Roman said to himself a few days
earlier. Jesus knew that this Roman
belonged to him because he wanted
to live just one day without killing
someone or having blood on his
hands. The Roman began to see the
world through a different frequency
or lens. He felt that there must be a
better way to live. The Roman offi-
cer dreamed of a paradise where
there were no more enemies to kill.
He dreamed of a world where he
would not have to kill anyone, if
only just for a day!

Clavius comes to face with face

with the dead man he'd been search-
ing for - and is thus forced to reconcile
what he used to know about the world
with the new reality in front of him.

Produced under Sony's "faith
based" Affirm Films banner, Risen
stands apart from its evangelical-tar-
geted brethren by being an actual
movie with some kind of values.

Risen has low-wattage charm as
long as it's working the supernatural
mystery angle, helped by the fact
that it has just enough of a sense of
humor about itself. Risen feels like a
welcome alternative, in that it feels
like it was made by people who pray
for something other than box office
returns.

RISEN: Director: Kevin Reynolds;
Production Company: Affirm Films;
Producers: Pete Shilaimon, Paul Aiello,
Mickey Liddell, Patrick Aiello;
Executive producers: Robert
Huberman, José Luis Escolar, Scott
Holroyd, David Wood.

IT

Shoe Repair

Repairs and Painting

Yard Service

www.kentaimpressions.com
www.facebook.com/kentaimpressions


www.almadenvalleyrealestate.com
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