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OUT-
THE-DOOR
TIRE PRICE$

All Tire Prices Include
Mounting, Balancing,

And New
Valve Stem

EVOLUTION
WINTER™

Provides stability and confidence when driving through
deep snow.

• Plows through snow
• Studdable for extreme ice traction
• Made in the USA

M+S Rated

Fits Cars/Minivans and
SUVs/CVUVs

Standard Limited Warranty
Severe Weather Rated

DISCOVERER A/T3™

All-Season All-Terrain

Overland
Journal

Editor’s Choice &
Value Awards

The Discoverer A/T3™ is an all-season, all-terrain tire
designed to perform well on the highway and off for drivers
of pickup trucks.
• Excellent highway performance
• Excellent wet traction
• Improved treadwear and traction in rocky and gravel terrain
Wide Circumferential Grooves
Improves soft surface traction, aids in the tires’ ability to
clean itself, resistance to hydroplaning and stone retention.
Aggressive 5-Rib All-Terrain Design
For all-terrain performance, all-season traction, stability,
handling and treadwear.
Coupled Tread Elements
Excellent stability and con-dent handling.

Now Accepting: Goodyear Credit Cards

KANTNER’S TIRE SERVICE, INC.
230 South Franklin Street, SSHHOOEEMMAAKKEERRSSVVIILLLLEE    ••    661100--556622--22556677

Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 7 to 5; Sat. 7 to 12
wwwwww..kkaannttnneerrssttiirree..ccoomm  

KANTNER’S TIRE SERVICE, INC.
230 South Franklin Street, SSHHOOEEMMAAKKEERRSSVVIILLLLEE    ••    661100--556622--22556677

Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 8 to 5; Sat. 8 to 12
wwwwww..kkaannttnneerrssttiirree..ccoomm

* Open Monday-Friday 8am-5pm;
Saturday by appointment only

* Servicing All Your Automotive Needs

* Quality Work At A Fair Price

* Personal Experience Every Time

* Alignments

* Computer Reprogramming

YYoouurr  DDiiaaggnnoossttiicc  SSppeecciiaalliisstt
Servicing All Makes and Models

10% Discount to all Police, Fire, EMT, Military and Veterans

WE ARE A TECHNET SHOP.

That means our customers have the ability to 
support a small family-owned business and still have a 10,000
plus member nationwide warranty.

90 Penn Street
Lenhartsville, Pa 19534
484-660-3499
www.mercerautomotiverepair.com
Servicing All Makes and Models

FFeeaattuurriinngg

YYoouu’’rree  CCoovveerreedd  FFoorr  
2244  MMoonntthhss//2244,,000000  MMiilleess

CAR CARE
2020

Maintaining tires is an important compo-
nent of safe driving. Tires are some of
the hardest working parts on a car or
truck and are subjected to wear and
tear every time rubber meets the road.
Tires affect many components of dri-
ving, including handling, braking and
the comfort of the ride.
Maintaining tires makes driving safe not
only for drivers and their passengers,
but also for fellow motorists. 
Poor tire maintenance can lead to pre-
mature wear and potentially result in a

blowout. AAA notes it is important to
visually inspect tires as often as possi-
ble. Drivers should look for overall tread
wear. Pay special attention to tread
wear on one edge of the tires, which
could indicate poor alignment. Erratic
tread wear may mean tires are out of
balance.
Drivers also should pay attention to how
their cars drive and sounds. Unusual
vibration or thumping noises suggest
issues with the tires. A car that pulls in
one direction also may be experiencing

tire problems. Vehicle owners should be
aware of the routine maintenance steps
that can keep them safe and improve
the life expectancy of tires.
• TIRE PRESSURE: Keeping tires prop-
erly inflated is one of the most important
steps to maintaining them. Tires lose
around 1 psi per month, and underin-
flated or overinflated tires can contribute
to unusual wear, blowouts and even
excessive fuel consumption.
• ROTATION: Check the owner’s manu-
al or recommendations from the tire

manufacturer, but know that most
mechanics advise having tires rotated
every 5,000 miles. Rotation helps dis-
tribute wear more evenly on tires.
• BALANCING: AAA says balancing
also helps minimize uneven wear and
tear. Balanced tires are achieved by
using small weights attached to the
wheels to limit vibration of the tire and
wheels as they turn. New tires should
be balanced, and tires also should be
balanced after one or more is removed
to repair a puncture.

• ALIGNMENT: Vehicles have wheel
alignment measurements that pertain to
manufacturers’ specifications.
Alignment that falls outside of the range
can impact handling, fuel economy and
tread wear. A drift or pull suggests
alignment problems and should be
addressed.
Vehicle owners should keep tire inspec-
tion and maintenance in mind as part of
their overall car care plan.

TIRE MAINTENANCE KEEPS DRIVERS SAFE

http://www.nbmerchandiser.com
http://www.mercerautomotiverepair.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
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10% Discount
Parts & Labor

(excluding tires and promotional items)
Good at Getz Service Station & Towing

GETZ
SSeerrvviiccee  SSttaattiioonn  &&  TToowwiinngg

10635 Hamilton Blvd., Route 222
Breinigsville, PA 18031

Serving The Area Since 1978

We Sell Bagged Ice  •  Propane Tanks Filled

Tel. 610-395-9413

FOR YOUR SAFETY, FULL SERVICE GAS AVAILABLE AT THE PUMP
SERVICE
• Complete Auto & Light Truck

Specializing in Domestic & Asian Vehicles
• Ford Power Stroke Specialists
• Light Duty Diesel

Truck Repairs
• Servicing Cummins

& Duramax
• Inspections & Emissions

24-hour TOWING
• Light & Medium-Duty Trucks
• Motorcycles
• Flat Tire &

Lockouts
• Winching

& Recovery
Discounts Available For Repair
Facilities & Fleet Services

Authorized Interstate
Battery Dealer

Installs, Cash-N-Carry,
Large Inventory & Seconds Available

Fast, Dependable & Experienced

WP

Help Wanted
ENTRY LEVEL
MECHANIC

FT/M-F
Call or apply in person

We Strive To Honor Our “Fix It Right The First Time” Policy

HHHHeeeerrrrmmmmaaaannnnssssaaaaddddeeeerrrr ’’’’ ssss     GGGGaaaarrrraaaaggggeeee     
&&&&     AAAAuuuuttttoooo     SSSSaaaa lllleeeessss

� PA State Inspection 
& Emissions

� Wheel Alignments
� Oil Changes
� Tire Sales

� Cooling & Fuel 
System Repair

� Air Conditioning 
& Heating Repair

� Steering & 
Suspension Repair

� Ignition & Electrical 
Repair

� Engine & 
Transmission
Replacement

� And Much More

WE WORK ON ALL MAKES & MODELS
including BMWs, Audi, Mercedes

State-Of-The-Art Waiting Room
With FREE Wi-Fi and FREE Refreshments

All Year Round Special Buy 4 Oil Changes Get 5th One Free
(Includes Synthetic Oil)

1 Year Parts & Labor Warranty On Every Job

400 Kohler Hill Road, Hamburg, PA 19526 (1 mile past Hamburg High School) • 610.562.4332
FFiinndd  uuss  oonn  tthhee  wweebb  aatt::  wwwwww..hheerrmmaannssaaddeerrssggaarraaggee..nneett

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7:30 am - 5:00 pm - OOppeenn  SSaattuurrddaayyss  BByy  AAppppooiinnttmmeenntt  OOnnllyy
WALK-INS ARE WELCOME • COURTESY SHUTTLE OFFERED!  FREE LOCAL PICKUP & DELIVERY FREE LOANER CAR

~~~~    CCCCAAAARRRR    CCCCAAAARRRREEEE     SSSSPPPPEEEECCCCIIIIAAAALLLL ~~~~

�Quality  �Honest  �Affordable
Automotive Service For The Last 50+ Years!

$10.00 OFF 
State Inspection 
& Emission Test

$5.00 OFF
Oil 

ChangeOR
Offer good only at Hermansader’s Garage.
Expires Dec. 31, 2020

Offer good only at Hermansader’s Garage.
Expires Dec. 31, 2020

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Some Of Our Services Include:

WP

4845 Buckeye Road, Emmaus, PA 18049 • 610.965.2357

HHINNERSCHIETZ INNERSCHIETZ Auto ServiceAuto ServiceHINNERSCHIETZ Auto Service

Hinnerschietz offers a full list of professional detailing products.
Our knowledgeable staff can answer any questions and recommend the best 

products for your vehicle from bumper to bumper.
For more information call 610.967.4438

• Oil Changes   • Factory Maintenance   • A/C Repairs
• Engine/Transmission Replacement   • Timing Belts   • Computer Diagnostics

• Tire Sales & Service   • Trailer Hitch Sales and Installation
• Timing Belt Replacement   • Paintless Dent Removal   • Local Shuttle Service

U-Haul Trailer Hitches Installed Here

State Inspections & Emissions

SERVICING ALL DOMESTIC & FOREIGN NEEDS

WHAT NOISY BRAKES MAY BE TELLING YOU
The only noises many drivers
ever want to hear coming from
their vehicles are the sounds of
their favorite songs blasting
from their car stereos. But cars
sometimes make noises that
aren’t nearly as inviting as
music. Noises that seem to pop
up when applying the brakes
can be especially scary for
motorists. No one wants to
drive a vehicle with faltering or
suspect brakes, so learning to
distinguish between the two
most common brake noises
can be a wise move for drivers.

GRINDING noises indicate a
serious problem with the brak-
ing system. According to
CarsDirect.com, there are two
major causes behind the grind-
ing noise made by brakes. If
the grinding sound is audible
when pressing on the brake
pedal, this likely because the
rotor disc is coming into contact
with part of the caliper. This
typically occurs because the
brake pads or rotors are
extremely worn down, causing
the steel backing of the worn
out pad to grind against the

rotor. In such instances, Pep
Boys® recommends replacing
the brake pads immediately. If
the grinding noise is audible
while the vehicle is in motion,
debris might be stuck inside the
brakes. Drivers might be able to
dislodge this debris by repeat-
edly moving their cars forward
and backward in a safe place,
such as a driveway. If that does
not work, have the brakes ser-
viced by a qualified mechanic.

SQUEALING- Many drivers are
familiar with the high-pitched
squealing sound that comes

from their vehicles or those of
fellow motorists. That squeal,
while certainly not music to the
ears, might be a good thing.
That’s because some brake
pads are equipped with small
steel clips that serve as wear
indicators. When brake pads
have worn down, these devices
produce a squealing sound to
let drivers know it’s time to get
new brake pads. But squealing
can be indicative of other things
as well. Squealing noises are
sometimes heard immediately
after brake pads or rotors have
been replaced. In such
instances, the noise typically
subsides within a day or two
once the pads have been bro-
ken in. Glazed pads also can
create a squealing sound.
When calipers stick, the brakes
stay partially applied, producing
excessive friction or heat. The
heat causes the brake pads to
glaze.
No one wants to hear noises
coming from their brakes.
However, such noises are often
a car’s way of telling drivers
that brakes need to be ser-
viced.

http://www.nbmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
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15801 Kutztown Road, Maxatawny
610-683-6707

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30am to 5:30pm; Sat. 8:00am to 12:00pm
Personal Service Every Time

Complete Auto Repair, Brakes, Shocks, Exhaust

The First In Synthetics

Best State Inspection
Price In Town!

$35.95 with this coupon. Expires 11/30/20.
Not valid with other offers. Good at Halye’s Automotive.

$10 OFF Any Purchase Over $100
$20 OFF Any Purchase Over $200
$30 OFF Any Purchase Over $300

Excludes Tires & Batteries.
With this coupon. Expires 11/30/20.

Not valid with other offers. Good at Halye’s Automotive.

$5.00 OFF Full Synthetic
Oil Change

With this coupon. Expires 11/30/20.
Not valid with other offers. Good at Halye’s Automotive.

Four-Wheel Alignment
$69.95 Parts Extra
With this coupon. Expires 11/30/20.

Not valid with other offers. Good at Halye’s Automotive.

Privately Owned
& Operated WP

WP

WP

WP

Fall Tire Savings
$4000 OFF

ON ANY SET OF 4 TIRES
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 11/30/20.

Performance, All-Weather & Terrain Tires
For Your Auto, SUV & Light Truck!

Mechanical Services Warranty: 24 Month and 24,000 Mile Guarantee.
This Guarantee Includes All Parts and Service under Normal Wear & Tear.

WP

LYON VALLEY
GARAGE INC
Auto and Truck Repair

- PA Inspections
- PA Emissions
- General Repairs
- Detailing

Local Shuttle Service Available
484-217-1000

3843 PA Route 100, New Tripoli, PA 18066
Kerry Kehl & Susan Tophoney, owners

Coupon
Coolant Flush Service
SPECIAL

$10.00 OFF
STARTING AT $127.95
Limit One Coupon Per Visit Please

Limited Time Offered
610-395-3345

WP   

Coupon
4-Wheel Alignment
SPECIAL

$20.00 OFF
STARTING AT $99.99

Limit One Coupon Per Visit Please
Limited Time Offered

610-395-3345
WP   

Coupon

Ready-For-Winter 
Special

Battery 
& Charge 
System
Inspection
$9.95 REG. PRICE $34.99

Limit One Coupon Per Visit Please

Limited Time Offered
610-395-3345

WP   

Coupon

$20.00
OFF

Any Service Purchase
of $200.00 or More

Must Be Presented At Drop Off

Limit One Coupon
Per Visit Please

Limited Time Offered
610-395-3345

WP   

SAVE $20000 OFF
Engine Replacement

$10000 OFF
Jasper Transmission
or Transfer Case
Replacement

36 mo./100,000 Mile Nationwide Warranty
(Parts & Labor)

Call for a quote.

CERTIFIED DIESEL
TECHNICIANS

For Light Duty Trucks

Coupon

AUTUMN
SPECIAL
$5.00
OFF

Full-Service
Oil Change

Includes
Multipoint Inspection
REG. PRICE $59.95 - 5 qts.

Limit One Coupon
Per Visit Please

Limited Time Offered
610-395-3345

WP   

Coupon

10%
OFF

Next Purchase

Limit One Coupon Per Visit Please

Limited Time Offered
610-395-3345

WP   

Limited Time Offered
610-395-3345

WP   

“Downtown” Fogelsville
610-395-3345 www.StrohlAutos.net

Our 100th
Year

55 Old Bowers Road, Mertztown, PA 19539
Located behind Bower’s Hotel

� Safety & Emissions Inspections
� 4 Wheel Alignments
� Computer Diagnostics
� Recommended Factory Maintenance
� All General Repairs
WELCOMING PAST AND FUTURE CUSTOMERS

Is Your Car
Ready For
* Wipers
* Antifreeze
* Battery
* Lights
* Washer Fluid
* Belts & Hoses

551155  HHaawwkk  RRiiddggee  DDrriivvee,,  HHaammbbuurrgg,,  PPAA    1199552266
661100--556622--77883388
HHOOUURRSS::  MMoonn..  tthhrruu  FFrrii..  88::0000  AAMM  ttoo  77::0000  PPMM;;
SSaatt..  88::0000  AAMM  ttoo  33::0000  PPMM;;  CClloosseedd  SSuunn..

???

Automobiles require a little TLC
to stay on the road and operate
efficiently. When vehicle main-
tenance is ignored, vehicles
operate less efficiently and, in
many instances, less safely as
well. 
Jerking and stalling is a telltale
sign of engine trouble, but
some vehicle problems are
more subtle. One such problem
is fading headlights. Fading
headlights can pose a signifi-
cant threat to drivers and their
passengers as well as fellow
motorists. According to the
Nation-al Safety Council, dri-
vers do only one-quarter of their
driving at night. However, the
NSC notes that 50 percent of
traffic deaths occur at night.
Such figures highlight the
potential dangers of nighttime
driving, which only becomes
more dangerous if headlights
are not operating at optimal
capacity.
Since drivers do most of their
driving during the daytime, it’s
easy to overlook headlight per-
formance. However, it’s impor-
tant that drivers learn to recog-

nize the signs that headlights
need to be replaced. 
DIMMING headlights do not
necessarily require replace-
ment. In some instances dim-
ming headlights are a byprod-
uct of a dirty car. The buildup of
dirt and grime can reduce light
output even when the head-
lights are otherwise fine. If your
car is dirty, take it to the car
wash and make sure the head-
lights are scrubbed clean of dirt
and grime. Then drive at night
to see if the light output of your
headlights is still dim. If so, the
headlight bulbs may need to be
replaced.
FLICKERING headlights can
indicate anything from worn out
headlight bulbs to a weak car
battery to loose connections.
Flicker-ing is one of the more
dangerous headlight issues, as
it can lead to headlights sud-
denly going dark while drivers
are on the road at night. If head-
lights are flickering, take the car
to a mechanic as soon as pos-
sible to have the issue
resolved.

ONE LIGHT OUT- When one
headlight goes dark, chances
are the other is not far behind.
Automotive experts recom-
mend replacing headlight bulbs
in pairs, even if only one bulb
has gone dark, because this
ensures equal light output.
Headlight maintenance tends to
be overlooked. But recognizing
the signs of fading headlights
can help drivers avoid acci-
dents and vastly improve the
safety of nighttime driving.

Vehicles require all sorts of main-
tenance to operate safely and
efficiently. Motorists need not be
amateur mechanics to keep their
vehicles running strong.
Major vehicle repairs are best
left to the professionals, but dri-
vers can learn to identify the
causes of relatively minor issues
that, if left untreated, can cause
significant damage. For exam-
ple, vehicles may exhibit certain
signs of that indicate their trans-
mission fluid needs replenishing.
In many of the following

instances, drivers may only need
to top off the transmission fluid in
their vehicles. However, if issues
persist, schedule an appoint-
ment with a mechanic.
• OVERHEATED TRANSMIS-
SION: Smoke billowing from a
car is a sight no driver wants to
see. But as bad as it may look,
smoke coming from a car may
only indicate the transmission is
overheating due to lack of fluid.
Smoke also can be indicative of
a host of other problems, so if
transmission fluid levels are not
low, consult a mechanic. Loss of
power and a burning smell also
may indicate low transmission
fluid levels.
• ERRATIC SHIFTING: Drivers
can notice how their vehicles
shift whether the cars or trucks
have automatic or manual trans-
missions. Transmission fluid
may be low if shifts appear to be
delayed or faster than normal or
if the vehicle appears to be slam-
ming into a new gear. Shifting
issues related to transmission
fluid may indicate the presence
of a leak. If the issue disappears
after refilling transmission fluid
but then reappears shortly there-

after, consult a mechanic.
• PAUSING WHEN ENGAGING
GEARS: A two- to three-second
pause when shifting into drive
and reverse is another indicator
that transmission fluid levels are
low. The automotive experts at
Firestone note that manual
transmissions require fluid to
keep gears lubricated, while
automatic transmissions rely on
fluid to create the hydraulic pres-
sure necessary to power move-
ment within the transmission.
When fluid levels are low, shift-
ing from park to drive or reverse
can take longer than it should.
• SLIPPING TRANSMISSION:
Vehicles that are not staying in
gear also may be in need of
transmission fluid. However, a
slipping transmission also may
indicate significant damage to
the transmission has already
occurred, so this issue should be
brought to the attention of a
mechanic.
Low transmission fluid levels can
contribute to various symptoms.
Keeping an eye on fluid levels
and recognizing low fluid symp-
toms can keep cars running
smoothly.

SIGNS HEADLIGHTS MAY NEED TO BE REPLACED SIGNS TRANSMISSION FLUID IS LOW

610.944.7688
610.374.6825
800.942.7688

Ask for Carl, 
Tim or Gene

ESTABLISHED 1953

USED AUTO PARTS
We Buy and Sell Late Model Wrecks

Free Wire Service to 60 Yards
WHY PAY MORE? WE HAVE USED AUTO PARTS GALORE!

53 Walnuttown Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522

http://www.nbmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.StrohlAutos.net
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Rt. 222, Kutztown • 610.683.3553 • Service: 610.683.3673 
Service Hours: Mon. 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Tues. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FREE
Alignment Check

— COUPON —— COUPON —

PA State Inspection
and Emission

Includes Sticker & MCI Fee
$3495

*Pass or fail. Does not include parts. Parts & Labor Additional.
GOOD ONLY AT HALDEMAN FORD.        Expires 10/30/20.

$4995
GOOD ONLY AT HALDEMAN FORD. Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® Synthetic Blend oil
and Motorcraft oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded.

See Haldeman Ford for vehicle exclusions and details. **Based upon EPA averages.
Expires 10/30/20. 

• Oil Change • Tire Rotation
• Brake Inspection
• Multi-Point Inspection
• Fluid Top-Off • Battery Test
• Filter Check
• Belts and Hoses Check

— COUPON —

WP

WP

FREE
Multipoint Inspections

with coupon

BUY FOUR 
SELECT TIRES,

GET A 
$150 Value
(FordPass Rewards Points*)

See Haldeman Ford for details.

Over 25 Years of Service

CCOOMMEE  TTOO  TTHHEE  GGUUYYSS  YYOOUU  KKNNOOWW  AANNDD  TTRRUUSSTT......
MMaaxxaattaawwnnyy  AAuuttoommoottiivvee  CCeenntteerr

15320 Kutztown Road, Kutztown, Pa. 19530 • www.maxatawnyauto.com
“FULL-SERVICE REPAIR FACILITY”  SSEERRVVIICCEE  661100--668833--99446600

“Honest, Reliable, Quality Service” 

We’ll Have Your Car 
In Tiptop Shape

OCTOBER, NOVEMBER & DECEMBER
INSPECTIONS DUE NOW

Neighbors Serving Neighbors
• General Repairs • Inspections
• Tune-Ups • Oil Changes
• Emissions • Brakes
• Exhaust   
Free Local Pick Up & Delivery

• Shuttle Service • 

•State Inspection & Emissions
Trucks - Trailers - Cars - RVs

• General Repair • Full-Service Shop
• Towing

119 Dogwood Dr.
Alburtis, PA 18011

Owner,
Colton Rohrbach

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs.
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.Your Local Cooper Dealer

HOW TO INSPECT AND MAINTAIN VEHICLE BELTS CHARGE UP YOUR CAR BATTERY KNOWLEDGE
Responsible vehicle ownership
involves taking inventory of the
automobile and ensuring it is
working at peak capacity.
Hundreds of parts work togeth-
er to keep vehicles on the road,
but quite often drivers do not
look under the hood until some-
thing is amiss. 
Routine maintenance is widely
acknowledged as a critical
component of responsible vehi-
cle ownership, but many
motorists may not know how to
care for their cars. Belts are
one example of components
that are integral to efficient,
well-running vehicles. The
automotive resource
iDriveSafely.com indicates that
belts are some of the most cru-
cial moving parts in the engine.
Belts transmit power between
shafts, and all belts, from ser-
pentine belts to V-belts to tim-
ing belts, all serve important
functions. 
• Serpentine belt: Firestone®
Complete Auto Care says a
serpentine belt is a long,
snaking, winding belt that
keeps parts such as the water
pump, alternator, power steer-

ing pump, and air conditioning
running smoothly. Serpentine
belts transport power to auto-
motive accessories. A failing
serpentine belt can cause enor-
mous and expensive
headaches, including overheat-
ing and loss of steering power.
• V-belts: Also known as drive
belts, these are usually found in
older vehicles. Unlike serpen-
tine belts, which run through
various parts, V-belts run
through one or two acces-
sories. Older cars with many
bells and whistles will have
multiple V-belts, and should
one break, it may not cause as
much of an issue as if a ser-
pentine belt were to falter.
• Timing belt: Advance Auto

Parts says that most cars have
interference engines in which
the clearance between moving
parts is so small that they can
end up bumping into each other
if they’re not running on the
same timing as one another.
That is where the timing belt
comes into play. It connects the
crankshaft to the camshaft,
helping them stay in sync.
Failing to pay attention to a tim-
ing belt can result in an expen-
sive engine repair.
Belts have finite service lives,
and heat and wear and tear are
usually their nemeses. It is
important to look for fraying or
cracking of belts. Even belts
that look new may have worn
out grooves that lose their grips
on matching pulley grooves.
Mechanics often use special
gauges to check belts. 
Belts also may need to be
replaced due to oil or grease
contamination that can damage
the rubber or synthetic rubber.
It is important to check the own-
er’s manual and seek advice
from a qualified mechanic
about when belts should be
serviced.

Vehicles consist of many
essential components to keep
them running efficiently and
effectively. Car and truck own-
ers should have an understand-
ing of how their vehicles func-
tion so they can diagnose and
address problems as they
arise. 
Car batteries are an important
component of any vehicle.
Even though engines are the
powerhouse of any car or truck,
without a battery, the engine
wouldn’t be able to work.
According to Firestone
Complete Auto Care, car bat-
teries work by providing a jolt of
electricity necessary to power
all the electrical components of
the vehicle. This is achieved
through a chemical reaction
that changes chemical energy
into the electrical energy need-
ed to deliver voltage to the
starter. In addition to initially
starting the car, the battery also
keeps electric current steady to
keep the engine running.
The battery also works in con-
junction with the alternator to
power the electronics in the car,
according to the automotive

information blog Autosessive.
While the car is running, the
alternator reverses the current
produced by the battery,
recharging it as a result. This
happens during long journeys,
so people who drive for short
bursts of time may find that
their batteries will not have a
chance to recharge and may
not have the longevity desired.
There is quite literally a lot rid-
ing on a functioning battery. No
one wants to be caught strand-
ed by a dead battery, so drivers
may wonder if there are any
indicators that may signal the
battery needs replacement.
• Slow turnover: If a vehicle
does not immediately start or if
the cranking is sluggish and
takes longer to start, it may
mean the battery is starting to
fail.
• Frequent, short trips: Drivers
who make frequent, short trips
may find their car batteries do
not have time to fully recharge.
This, coupled with overtaxing
thanks to a lot of accessory
use, may cause the battery and
the alternator to have short-
ened life spans.

• Low battery fluid levels: If the
fluid level is below the energy
conductor inside, it is often
indicative of overcharging and
excessive heat. 
• Corrosion: Corrosion buildup,
dust, dirt, and grime on battery
connections may cause perfor-
mance problems. Inspecting
and cleaning the terminals can
prolong the battery life.
• Odors and leaks: Battery
leaks can produce a sulfur odor
similar to the smell of a rotten
egg. This can become problem-
atic over time, and leaks may
indicate an aging or damaged
battery.
• Age: Most batteries have a
finite life span. A well-main-
tained battery can last up to five
years. Neglect can reduce that
life expectancy considerably.
• Bloated or cracked battery
case: Replace the battery
immediately if the case is
cracking, as it could be
because excessive heat is
swelling the battery.
Understanding how car batter-
ies work can help drivers keep
their cars running smoothly.

http://www.nbmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.maxatawnyauto.com

