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Grand businesses look
to pick up pieces of an
association in disarray

Future of large events such as
Grand Old Day remain in limbo

By JANE MCCLURE

fter a tumultuous couple of years, the Grand Av-
A-enue Business Association (GABA) is hoping to
egroup with the goal of electing a new board of
directors atits annual meeting on November 8. Business
owners hope new leadership will provide GABA with a
fresh start after months of board turnover, belt-tighten-
ing and bickering.

As of now, GABA has no board members, no staff and
no contractors, and its website has been taken down.

Other organizations have offered to help with the up-
coming annual meeting and getting GABA back on its
feet, including the Summit Hill Association (SHA) and
Highland Business Association (HBA).

“We’d like to see GABA succeed,” said SHA executive
director Monica Haas. The district council is currently
working on an updated comprehensive plan for the
Summit Hill neighborhood, and the state of GABA and
how neighbors can support Grand Avenue businesses
have emerged as two of the plan’s top issues.

HBA executive director James Farnsworth said his
group stands ready to offer office space and other re-
sources to GABA. “We understand that GABA has basic
structural issues to work out,” he said. “GABA is clearly
in a rebuilding mode.”

Farnsworth, who worked for GABA a few years ago,
said it may make sense for other neighborhood business
associations to collaborate on space, staffing and other
resources as well. He now chairs the Southwest Business
Coalition, a consortium that includes local chambers of

GABA REGROUPS »2
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Two 5th-graders design
and create bookmarks to
benefit nonprofit Voices

By ANNE MURPHY

or Malin Moore and Nola Stevens, sum-
Fmer vacation didn’t mean taking a break

from working to make their community
a better place. During the break from school,
the Horace Mann 5th-graders began creating
bookmarks by hand. They have been selling
the bookmarks through Next Chapter Book-

Malin Moore, 11, and Nola Stevens, 10, have created bookmarks with painted designs on one side and

inspirational quotes on the other that they are selling in a benefit for Voices for Racial Justice.
PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Making their mark for racial justice

sellers and donating the proceeds to the Min-
neapolis-based Voices for Racial Justice.

“These bookmarks are so much more than
just a piece of paper,” said Next Chapter man-
ager David Enyeart of the girls’ efforts. On one
side of each bookmark is a watercolor paint-
ing, and on the other side is a handwritten
quotation from an author, artist or other per-
son of color.

“The art reminds us to lend our hands and
hearts to improving our world,” Enyeart said.
“The quotes connect us to the larger com-
munity of people who’ve been working for

BOOKMARKS FOR JUSTICE »2

HPC weighs in on demolition of UST’s Loras Hall

Commission urges school
to save century-old dorm
designed by Cass Gilbert
D members of Saint Paul’s Heritage Preserva-
tion Commission (HPC) urged the Univer-

sity of Saint Thomas to find a way to spare Loras
Hall from the wrecking ball. That includes possi-

By JANE MCCLURE

uring a preapplication review on October 5,

NOOK

a small place with big burgers

Randolph & Hamline * 651 698-4347

crnook.com

Ran-Ham Bowling ¢ 651698-0252
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bly incorporating Loras into UST’s plans for a new
science and engineering building on the site.

The university wants to construct a
120,000-square-foot building with a focus on
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and
mathematics) on Summit Avenue just west of its
Frey Science and Engineering Center. The cost to
construct the new building has been estimated at
$100 million. Construction is expected to start next
March and be complete by fall 2024.

That could mean tearing down Loras, which was
designed by noted architect Cass Gilbert and is one
of the oldest buildings on the university’s campus.
The former dormitory was originally part of the

Saint Paul Seminary and dates from 1893-1894.

“I'm greatly concerned about the proposal for
demolition. Once it’s gone, it’s gone,” said HPC
commissioner Stuart MacDonald. Other commis-
sioners agreed, saying allowing Loras to be demol-
ished could set a precedent for other buildings on
the campus.

UST officials have countered that Loras s less sig-
nificant than other structures designed by Gilbert,
which include the Minnesota Capitol. The univer-
sity must have its demolition and building permits
approved by the HPC, since Loras is located in the

LORAS HALL »3
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With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get
skilled Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney
Repair, Cedar Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even

At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of
blending design, craftsmanship, with good customer
service. And, we guarantee our work.

We've been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more

Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

Yes!
TO CONSIDER SENIOR LIVING.

9outof10 § 9outof10

residents said they
have a social life at
New Perspective

/%4/ ?Wwﬁ(/&

750 Mississippi River Blvd., St. Paul MN 55116

Now's the Time

St. Paul’s
Best Senior
Living!

Virtual tours
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You may be tempted to think that older

adults in a senior living community are bored

and isolated in their apartments, but nothing can be further
from the truth. Our residents are enjoying a carefree lifestyle
safely socializing with friends and team members, dining on
nutritious made-from-scratch meals, and they're secure in
knowing we have employed enhanced safety measures that

would be difficult to implement at home.

residents said they
feel safe at
New Perspective

Based on our 2020 Resident Satisfaction Survey of 782 residents

Learn more by calling Coleen at (612) 261-0657.
She'll help you compare the monetary, social and health
costs of living at home versus living at New Perspective.
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justice for so long. And, of course, they’re
bookmarks, so they prompt us to read
and think about what we’re doing and
how we’re spending our time. I love that
something as simple as a bookmark can
represent so much.

“I suspect we all want to do more, but
it can be hard to know where to begin,”
Enyeart said. “Leave it to young people
to come up with a simple way that we
can start to make a difference. I knew
our readers would respond to this proj-
ectsince it’s something they can use and
appreciate every day.”

Malin, a Macalester-Groveland resi-
dent, started making the bookmarks
and the next day invited Nola, a High-
land Park resident, to join her. “I was re-
ally inspired by Cameron Johnson, the
girl who made the bracelets and was
donating all of her money to Black Lives
Matter things,” Malin said. Initially, Ma-
lin planned to sell the bookmarks from
her front yard, but reconsidered because
of COVID.

Next Chapter seemed a logical place
to ask about selling the bookmarks, said
Tim Moore, Malin’s father. “We’ve been
ordering a lot of books from Next Chap-
ter during the pandemic and doing a lot
more reading,” he added.

“My Dad found Voices for Racial Jus-
tice for us,” Malin said. “We wanted an
organization that had a good track re-
cord in the Twin Cities. Voices does a lot
of education and we really found that to
be the best fit.”

Monica Bryand, co-executive direc-
tor of Voices for Racial Justice, said she
was happy to be approached about the
bookmarks. Voices works for justice for
people of color through community
organizing, leadership training, policy
research and storytelling.

“The girls’ efforts show that they’ve

A sampling of Malin Moore and Nola Stevens’ creative

efforts to benefit Voices for Racial Justrice.
PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

been taught heartfelt values—some-
thing we need more of,” Bryand said.
“The issue of racial injustice is so big. It
didn’t happen overnight, and it won’t
be solved quickly. But having young
people helping to end racial injustice is
important.”

“Following the death of George Floyd,
Nola started to really question the (civil)
unrest,” said Tara Clausen, Nola’s moth-
er. “Having that realization makes this
work so much more meaningful. She has
seen that injustice exists.”

Clausen and Malin’s mother, Britt
Moore, both said they were not sur-
prised by the girls’ efforts. “Malin has
always loved drawing,” Britt Moore said,
“and we come from a family of artists.
She and Nola have spent a lot of time

doing artwork together.”

Inspiring others was an
important piece of the girls’
efforts, according to their par-
ents. For the bookmark quo-
tations, “the girls included a
mix of historical figures and
people who are more recent,”
Tim Moore said.

“We thought of the designs
by ourselves,” Nola said. “And
we looked up sayings that re-
ally meant something to us.
One I really love is, ‘You never
lose anything that you learn’
by Nelson Mandela.”

“I just finished watching
the movie Hamilton,” Malin
said. “I searched quotes and
one from Hamilton popped up:
‘Look around, look around,
look around to see how lucky
we are to be alive right now.””

Other quotations found on
the bookmarks include: “The
struggles along the way are
only meant to shape you for
your purpose” by Chadwick
Boseman, “Every man got a
right to design his own destiny” by Bob
Marley, and “If you are always trying to
be normal, you will never know how
amazing you can be” by Maya Angelou.

The bookmarks sell for $3. “I'm confi-
dent they’ll be a hit,” Enyeart said. “And
they’re front and center on our web-
site (nextchapterbooksellers.com), so
they’re easy to buy.”

Though school is back in session,
Malin and Nola continue making new
bookmarks, thanks to the encourage-
ment of Next Chapter. “We’ve been so
appreciative of Next Chapter with the
busy life they have today trying to keep
the business open,” Tim Moore said.
“To work with them on this has been a
pleasure.”

1< GABA REGROUPS

commerce, district councils, arts organi-
zations and other business groups, in-
cluding GABA and the HBA.

A sometimes raucous online GABA
meeting on October 5 that involved
about 20 people ended with a few busi-
ness owners saying they are done with
the association. Others want to keep
it and its signature public events go-
ing. However, they know that doing
that during the pandemic will present a
challenge.

“Do we want to continue? Do we want
to have an annual meeting and elect a
new board?” asked meeting moderator
Jimmy Fritz of the Wedding Shoppe. He
urged association members to continue
to move forward, but to also look toward
a future where there may not be large-
scale events such as Grand Old Day or
Grand Meander.

These past two years were especially
tough for GABA. Tight finances meant
letting staff go and canceling Grand
Old Day in 2019. Saint Paul’s first rite of
summer was quickly revived with public
support and around-the-clock work by
board members. Contractors were hired
to help with the association’s marketing,
social media and other duties.

Then allegations of fiscal misman-
agement dating from 2014-2016 rocked
the association. A federal investigation,
which was wrapped up in September
2019, concluded that the case did not
meet the minimum standards for pros-
ecution.

This year began with ambitious plans
for member recruiting. Planning was
launched for a revamped Grand Old
Day, but the pandemic forced the can-
celation of the festival. That hit GABA’s
bottom line hard, since the association

typically nets about $100,000 from the
event. The association currently has less
than $10,000 in the bank and it is un-
clear how many dues-paying members
it even has at this point.

Losing Grand Old Day as its primary
fundraising source was devastating for
GABA. “We might not have another
Grand Old Day for the next couple of
years,” Fritz said. According to him, that
may shift GABA’s focus from events to
more business networking and promo-
tions.

If there is no Grand Old Day for a
while, GABA will have to look at its dues
structure, said Scott Fares of Wet Paint.
He noted that this year’s dues were part-
ly intended to promote more businesses
during Grand Old Day.

Some GABA members said it will be a
challenge to find new board members,
as many small-business owners are
consumed with just trying to keep their
doors open during the pandemic.

“It’s really hard to find time when
you’re running a business,” said former
GABA secretary Cory Sullivan of Mosaica
Hardsurface. “And it’s not worth it when
you feel like you're being attacked.”

Bob Lawrence, a State Farm Insur-
ance agent who served as GABA’s presi-
dent during the cancelation and revival
of Grand Old Day in 2019, said he and
other board members put in 20 hours
of work or more each week to keep the
association going. The association also
was involved in providing resources to
business related to COVID-19 and help-
ing board up vandalized shops following
the civil unrest on the heels of the death
of George Floyd. It all took its toll.

“It became exhausting and over-
whelming,” Lawrence said. “I won’t be
involved with GABA going forward. A
small segment of members cause 99

percent of the problems.”

Over the past several months, two
board presidents resigned. The latest
board leaders, Beverly Brending and
Dawn Huffman, stepped down this fall.
Brending said it is not financially feasi-
ble for GABA to hire staff or contractors
and rent an office now. Two contractors
were let go this summer, and leases for
the office and office equipment were
canceled.

Brending and Huffman held an on-
line meeting in September during which
they presented an update on GABA, but
they did not allow anyone else to speak.
That sparked outrage among some asso-
ciation members.

Brian Wagner of Coldwell Banker Re-
alty stepped down from the GABA board
during the summer, but still chairs its
Events Committee. The committee over-
saw a scaled-down version of the an-
nual Paws on Grand and is now weigh-
ing what to do with the Grand Meander
holiday celebration.

“We must be very focused on what
we want from GABA,” Wagner said. He
urged the group to work on rebuilding
trust and being inclusive. He also said
GABA may have to be more creative with
future events.

Some GABA members said they are
fine with having fewer, smaller events
and even canceling Grand Old Day in
2021.

“Who wants it to be the super-
spreader event of the year for Minneso-
ta?” asked Tom Johnson of A. Johnson &
Sons Florist. “Realistically, I don’t think
(Grand Old Day) is happening next
year.”

Applications to serve on the GABA
board will be taken through October 15,
followed by 10 days of voting to fill 13
open seats by October 25.
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West Enders object to end of partnership with United Family clinic

By JANE MCCLURE

nited Family Medicine, which has
' ' provided health care in the West End
neighborhood since 1971, is now em-
broiled in a controversy over patient care and
staffing. The clinic’s longtime residency pro-
gram with Allina Health is coming to an end,
as Allina prepares to open its own clinicin the
West End by the end of the year.

That change and others at United Family
Medicine (UFM) have sparked a petition drive
and protests from West End leaders, includ-
ing several former clinic board members. The
petition and details can be found on the Save
United Family Medicine Facebook page.

“On behalf of our community and as neigh-
bors or patients of the clinic ourselves, we de-
clare ‘no confidence’ in the current leadership
of the UFM clinic,” the petition stated. The

petitioners are asking that the current clin-
ic CEO and other leaders be removed, and
that the residency program and doctors be
brought back.

UFM, which served more than 15,000 pa-
tients in 2019, operates its main clinic on West
Seventh Street and Randolph Avenue. It is an
independent nonprofit that contracts with
Allina for several services, including doctors.

West End residents say the end of the
Allina partnership will reduce staffing at the
clinic from the 13 current doctors and 21 fam-
ily medicine residents to between three to five
staff physicians. They contend that programs
at the center of the clinic’s work, including
maternity, geriatrics, mental health and sub-
stance abuse, will be adversely affected.

The petitioners also accuse the clinic of
making the changes during the COVID-19
pandemic when all physicians were fur-

loughed. Lack of time for exams and other
patient care were also raised, along with phy-
sicians being unable to access their email ac-
counts and finding their offices packed up
when they returned over the summer.

Ann Nyakundi, CEO of UFM, said the clinic
had no choice but to make changes. A 2018
federal audit found that UFM was out of com-
pliance with federal Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA) regulations.
That in turn affected clinic funding.

“If we lose HRSA, we lose funding for care
of people who are uninsured,” Nyakundi said.
Another HRSA auditis to be conducted this fall.

Nyakundi said she and other clinic leaders
were surprised by Allina’s decision and that
they would like to have kept the residency
program going. However, she contends that
by hiring its own staff, the clinic will be able to
provide better care and still be in compliance

with HRSA. One disadvantage she cited with
the residency program is that patients some-
times had long waits to see their doctors.

“Making people wait several days to see
their doctors isn’t acceptable,” she said.

Allina Health noted that the residency pro-
gram has successfully trained 150 physicians
over the years, with 21 currently in residency
with the program. Allina cited the ongoing
need to train family medicine physicians and
stated it is proud of its long partnership with
the clinic.

“However, we have made the decision to
relocate the residency program so that it can
continue to fulfill its teaching mission and
meet all its accreditation requirements,” Al-
lina said in a statement.

Allina said it will work with UFM on the
transition to a new clinic in the West Seventh

neighborhood.

Saint Paul’s battle with destructive emerald ash borer is far from over

By JANE MCCLURE

merald ash borers continue to eat away
Eat Saint Paul’s tree canopy and the

city’s forestry budget. The city’s cur-
rent money crunch and limited outside grants
mean people could be waiting longer for re-
moving stumps and replacing trees on boule-
vards, along with routine tree trimming and
maintenance.

The emerald ash borer first appeared in
Minnesota in the South Saint Anthony Park
neighborhood in 2009. Now all of Saint Paul
is infested, according to city Parks and Recre-

ation director Mike Hahm. Infested ash trees
become brittle and drop branches as they die.
City Council members fear someone will be
injured by falling limbs.

“This is a catastrophe,” said council presi-
dent Amy Brendmoen. “It’s terrible. We were
so far behind on our forestry work and now
we're even further behind.”

Parks and Recreation is recommending that
the city remove no fewer than 3,000 boule-
vard ash trees in 2021, with the goal of clear-
ing out the rest by the end of 2024. To stay on
track, the city has estimated needing to spend
$3 million to $3.8 million a year.

The 2020 city budget had a one-time ad-
dition of $650,000 to deal with emerald ash
borer, bringing the total to almost $3 million.
The 2021 budget is $2.3 million. The reduc-
tion prompted the need to shift some forestry
funding to emerald ash borer work. Forestry
funding has already been reduced from $5.5
million in 2020 to $4.8 million in 2021.

Hahm said the city is seeking state and fed-
eral grants, butis competing with many other
local units of government for that money.

Saint Paul has had a structured removal
program for several years to clear ash trees
from entire stretches of streets. The 2020

structured work has been completed, but in-
dividual trees identified as priorities for re-
moval are still coming down.

The blocks targeted for structured removal
in 2021 will be posted later this year on the
city’s website at tinyurl.com/swykqté.

There are more than 11,000 stumps await-
ing removal, with most of them scheduled to
come out in 2021. Tree replacement is not an-
ticipated until 2022.

Hahm said his department has received
many complaints about stump removal and
tree replacement. “We’re not eating away at
that backlog,” he said. “We’re adding to it.”

1< LORAS HALL

Summit Avenue West Historic District.

“I'd encourage the University of Saint
Thomas to go back to the drawing board,”
said HPC chair Teresa Kimker.

Commissioner David Wagner participated
in the virtual HPC meeting while outside of
Loras Hall. “I'm just enjoying the beauty of the
building,” he said.

The university’s 2016 master plan for its
Saint Paul campus refers to moving Loras Hall
about 100 feet to the west and then renovat-
ing it. However, university officials have since
said that would be impractical and would cost
millions.

Mark Vangsgard, UST’s vice president for
business affairs and chief financial officer,
said Loras is an important part of the uni-
versity’s history, but its condition, construc-

Edina Realty.

Construction of a new Saint Thomas science and
engineering building could require the demolition
of Loras Hall, which was built in 1894.

tion and design make moving and reusing it
a challenge.

UST acquired the seminary buildings in
1982. Loras is now used for university offices,

edinarealty.com

music practice, a credit union and storage.
Gilbert described the 41/2-story, hipped-roof
building as being in the Northern Italian style.

The proposed demolition of Loras has met
opposition from the land use committees of
both the Macalester-Groveland and Union
Park district councils.

The Cass Gilbert Society, a Saint Paul-based
organization with about 100 members na-
tionwide, is monitoring the demolition dis-
cussions closely. Marjorie Pearson, who leads
the society, said her group has not taken a po-
sition on the demolition yet.

“In general, we'd be concerned about the
prospect of losing a Cass Gilbert building,”
she said. Pearson was recently hired by the
university to analyze the historical signifi-
cance of Loras Hall in the context of Gilbert’s
career.

Another wrinkle in the building’s fate is

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. ¢ 651224-4321

a debate over its namesake, Bishop Mathias
Loras (1792-1858), following revelations that
he owned a slave named Marie Louise from
1836-1852. Marie Louise was hired out after
Loras moved to Iowa, and Loras used the pro-
ceeds to help build his ministries.

That recent revelation prompted Loras Col-
lege in Dubuque to remove a statue of him
from its campus in September. The college it-
selfis not considering a name change.

UST president Julie Sullivan has been con-
vening two committees to discuss the naming
issue. In a recent letter, she wrote that while
demolishing Loras Hall or changing its name
may be the next step, moving too quickly
would be unwise. The first committee will de-
velop principles on renaming campus build-
ings, spaces and programs. The other com-
mittee will make a recommendation on the
future of Loras Hall itself.

Highland Park Office

723 S. Cleveland « 651 698-2434

MaryHardy 612 751-0729

DREAMTUDOR!

682 Goodrich. Spectacular curb
appeal and outstanding interior,
luxurious new master suite w/dress-
ing room, and endless closets, styl-
ish open kitchen & a glorious living
room, perfect for social distancing.

$799,000

2132 ANN ARBOR

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1
car garage. Pristine home
with untouched natural wood-
work throughout. Updated
eat-in kitchen, huge closets,
move-in ready! 1,625 sq. ft.

Connie Coleman 651 470-0767

Mary Hardy

e

P - i
GLORIOUS BROWNSTONE!
733 Lincoln. Find sophisticated
urban living at this handsome
brownstone. 3 floors of imagina-
tive spaces, 3+BR, 3 baths, 2
garages, CA, pantg/, second floor

laundry, private yart
612751-0729  $650,000

NEW ON THE MARKET!

g -
| -

Rachel Nelson

Needing space for family but not wanting

i to shovel snow? Then this 3+BR, 4BA

townhome w/main floor sunroom may
be for you. Updated master BA & 2nd
floor laundry. 2 car attached gar. Call
today for private showing!

651485-3466  $489,000

1390 ARONA ST
| 3BR/2BA/2 car garage.

Charming Como home featur-
ing updated kitchen, spacious
and private master suite with
full bath, built-in bookcases, and
cute sun room..

;‘7'4
n?’,

»
Phyllis Salmen

ONE LEVEL LIVING!

Beautifully cared for town-
home with numerous im-
provements. New windows,
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, private
patio, granite counters, sunny
eat-in kitchen. 2 car garage.

612750-3478  $207,000

b

Julie Christensen 651 343-0466

1295 PALACE AVE

| 3BR/2BA/1+car gar. Spacious &

bright, this home offers three BR's
plus a bonus room on the main
level, updated kitchen with break-
fast bar, two gas fire places, and
tons of finished lower level space.

$360,000

Brian Glendenning 651503.0922

1896 MONTREAL AVE!

Great Highland Park 4BR/2BA

| 2000+sq ft home! Large living &
8 dining rms, updated kitchen open
§| to main flr family rm! Finished base-

ment, great yard & oversized garage!
Many updates & move in ready.

$375,000

Amy Caron 651 214-3422

1076 Portland Ave: Classic
Victorian — so much space!
5 bedrooms, 3 baths. Huge
custom kitchen, finished third

{ level, lower level family room,

2 fireplaces!

$599,900

Brian Glendenning 651503.0922
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1984 STANFORD AVE!
4 bedrooms up! Great woodwork,
)| built-ins & hardwoods throughout.

§| nook & nicely finished lower level.

New roof & gutters, 2 car garage
&Irg sport court. A+ location!

$450,000
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An avenue
for all of us

SARPA invites anyone who
values Summit to join assn.
In preserving its amenities

By ANNE MURPHY

or 34 years, the Summit Av-
Fenue Residential Preserva-

tion Association (SARPA) has
protected the character and integ-
rity of the 4%2-mile-long boulevard
that stretches from the Cathedral of
Saint Paul to the Mississippi River.
Most of the association’s members
live on Summit, but they also work
on behalf of those who reside in the
adjacent neighborhoods and others
who value Summit’s historic archi-
tecture and park-like expanses.

Now SARPA is looking to build on
those efforts by expanding its pro-
gramming and opening its mem-
bership to anyone with an appre-
ciation for Summit Avenue. SARPA
wants to ensure Summit’s future
as well as its own, according to its
interim president, Wendy Caucutt,
who has lived on the avenue since
2008.

“Summit is a 412-mile-long park,
and it’s not just for its residents,”
said Carolyn Will, a former presi-
dent and current board member of
SARPA who has lived on the avenue
since 2002.

Assisting with the expanded mis-
sion is SARPA intern and historical
consultant Gray Quale, who grew
up four blocks south of the avenue.
“Summit has always been a part of
my life,” said Quale, a 2019 gradu-
ate of Saint Olaf College. “When 1
was younger, my grandma used to
take me on drives down the avenue,
pointing out the houses that caught

her eye.”

SARPA’s membership has hov-
ered around several dozen for the
past few years. “In the beginning
you did have to be a Summit Avenue
resident,” Caucutt said, but that re-
quirement was relaxed years ago
to include residents of the adjacent
neighborhoods.

“Many people use the avenue,
and the things they appreciate dif-
fer from person to person,” Caucutt
said. “Maybe they like the old hous-
es or maybe it’s the parks or the bike
lanes, the college campuses or the
churches. Whatever Summit is to
you, SARPA’s members have worked
to protect and improve.”

Quale, who majored in history at
Saint Olaf, returned to Saint Paul af-
ter college and was working for the
Minnesota Historical Society when
the pandemic struck. “I started with
MNHS as a visitor services assistant
at the James J. Hill House on Sum-
mit, and I interned with its Oral His-
tory Department for three months
transcribing audio interviews,” he
said. “I've always loved Minnesota
history, but working with the Oral
History Department and the Hill
House gave me an even deeper ap-
preciation, especially for the history
of Summit Avenue.

“Summit is the last and longest
road that holds historic homes in
Minnesota,” Quale said. “There
were avenues like Summit in Min-
neapolis, but with development
those streets were lost. With SAR-
PA’s help, there’s hope that Sum-

Summit Avenue Residential Preservation Association interim president Wendy Caucutt (right) and historical consultant Gray
Quale stroll down Summit’s park-like median not far from Caucutt’s home. proto By BRAD STAUFFER

SARPA was formed in 1986 at the urging
of the Saint Paul Department of Planning
and Economic Development. PED had
published a plan that year to protect
Summit Avenue. By all accounts, the
association has fulfilled its watchdog role.

mit Avenue will thrive for years to
come.”

Summit is, in fact, home to the
longest stretch of Victorian Era
homes in the United States, accord-
ing to Visit Saint Paul, the city’s con-
vention and visitors bureau. There
you will find 373 of the 440 original
homes still standing—majestic res-
idences that represent a wide vari-
ety of architectural styles.

Summit’s schools and places of
worship carry an architectural his-
tory of their own, and along the
avenue are several small parks, stat-
ues by world-renowned artists and
sumptuous gardens that gaverise to
SARPA’s many walking tours.

SARPA was formed in 1986 at the
urging of the Saint Paul Depart-
ment of Planning and Economic

Development. PED had published
a plan that year to protect Summit
Avenue. By all accounts, the asso-
ciation has fulfilled its watchdog
role to maintain the integrity of
Summit’s architecture and green
spaces and its safety for pedestri-
ans and other nonmotorized traffic.
SARPA has successfully pushed for
zoning regulations to protect the
avenue from commercial encroach-
ment. That has been challenging at
times because Summit abuts four
City Council wards and five district
council jurisdictions.

With the outbreak of COVID-19,
“we’re undergoing a massive cultur-
al shift,” Quale said. “Old pastimes
like block parties and neighborhood
cookouts aren’t possible, and it may
be a long time before we can have
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those kinds of get-togethers again.
I think it’s important to find new
ways of staying connected.”

To that end, SARPA is expand-
ing its membership to strengthen
people’s connections to Summit.
Folks may become a SARPA member
with a $30 annual fee or they may
become a Friend of Summit Avenue,
a designation that “gives everyone
who walks, bikes, runs, studies,
works or lives along Summit the
chance to be part of the conversa-
tion, receive our newsletter and par-
ticipate in events that SARPA hosts
throughout the year for absolutely
free,” Quale said.

Last weekend, SARPA celebrated
the opening of the new Summit Av-
enue bridge over Ayd Mill Road with
music and theater in the park at
Summit and Syndicate Street. This
week, the association will launch
a month-long scavenger hunt re-
lated to the architecture and other
notable features of Summit. Clues
for the hunt will be posted on the
SARPA website at sarpa.org. Partici-
pants will have the chance to win a
gift card to alocal business.

Welcome to our Tradition of Caring t('
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Six candidates make thel ptch for open seat on School Board

Special election will
fill out the term of
the late Marny Xiong

By DALE MISCHKE

November 3 to choose among six can-

didates for School Board to serve the
remaining 14 months in the term of Marny
Xiong, who died in June of complications from
COVID-19. Jim Vue, Omar Syed, Jamila Mame,
Keith Hardy, James Farnsworth and Charlotte
“Charlie” Castro lay out below their respective
strategies for promoting student achievement
and reversing the recent decline in the school
district’s enrollment. The top vote-getter in
the special election will assume his or her po-
sition at the School Board’s Committee of the
Board meeting on November 10.

Vue, 40, who was appointed last summer
to replace Xiong until the special election,
was previously employed as a Hmong cultural
educator at the nonprofit arts organization In
Progress. Married and the father of five chil-
dren, four of whom attend Saint Paul Public
Schools, he has a B.A. in history and a master’s
degree in liberal studies from Metropolitan
State University.

An increase in student achievement “is
most needed among students of color,” Vue
said. “Our students must be provided a core
curriculum of ethnic studies that rigorously
reflect our culture and lived experiences while
supplementing traditional math, reading and
writing.” To boost enrollment, Vue added, “I
would research how the district got out of en-
rollment declines in years past. I would iden-
tify the best practices that worked before and
adapt those practices to today.”

Syed, 45, owns Chilly Time Coffee on Saint
Paul’s East Side. Married and the father of two
children, one of whom attends the Saint Paul
Public Schools, he graduated from college
with a two-year degree as a pharmacy techni-
cian.

“We need to reimagine our schools and
how we assess students,” Syed said. “The best
investment the district can make in student
achievement is providing teachers and lead-
ership proper support, networking and devel-
opment. Student wellness is just as important
as education. I believe in a whole-child vision.
Students should have access to school coun-
selors, mental health professionals and social
workers.”

Saint Paul voters will head to the polls on

Jim Vue

Omar Syed

To increase enrollment, Syed said, “we first
need to understand why students of color are
favoring charter schools. I plan to reverse this
by conducting research and increasing teach-
er diversity. The lack of teacher diversity and
parent engagement is pushing our students
toward charter schools.”

Mame, 25, a graduate of Philander Smith
College with a B.A. in political science and
psychology, works as an organizer for TakeAc-
tion Minnesota. Single with no children, she
immigrated to the U.S. from Ethiopia at age 12
and enrolled in the Saint Paul Public Schools.

“The immigrant student population con-
tinues to increase, but they lack represen-
tation on the School Board,” Mame said.
“As a young Muslim immigrant, I know the
struggles of moving through our school sys-
tem with little support.” If elected, she said,
“TI'll prioritize investing in English language
learner and immigrant education programs to
ensure that all students and teachers are sup-
ported in navigating life inside and outside of
the classroom.”

Mame supports a moratorium on new
charter schools, “and I'm against increas-
ing funding for existing charter schools,” she
said. “Public money should go toward public
goods, and every student deserves access to a
quality education.”

Hardy, 57, served on the Saint Paul School
Board from 2008-16. A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Texas-Arlington, he earned a mas-
ter’s degree in technical communication at
the University of Minnesota and is now em-
ployed as a project manager at Wells Fargo
Bank.

Single and the father of one child, Hardy
touted his experience in information tech-
nology. His eight years of experience on the
School Board “will enable me to be ready to
listen, learn and make policy with other board
members on November 4,” he said.

Hardy recommends the school district
strengthen its commitment to helping every
student read at or above grade level and to
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Jamila Mame Keith Hardy

ensuring equitable opportunities for accel-
erated classes, postsecondary enrollment
options and other college prep and college
credit classes. To boost enrollment, he said he
would market the district’s popular curricula
throughout the Twin Cities, establish on-time
graduation standards for high schools, facili-
tate programs with local colleges for low-cost
enrollment, establish standards for optimal
learning environments and encourage local
businesses to adopt schools for financial and
volunteer support.

Farnsworth, 22, a 2016 graduate of High-
land Park High School, is now completing his
bachelor’s degree in human resource devel-
opment at the University of Minnesota. Single
with no children, he works as executive direc-
tor of the Highland Business Association and
previously served as the marketing and mem-
bership coordinator for the Grand Avenue
Business Association.

Farnsworth touted his background in orga-
nizational and institutional governance and
his ability to form partnerships and get things
done. To promote achievement, especially
among students of color, he said, he would be
“100 percent committed to taking deep dives
using culturally competent approaches in ar-
eas such as curriculum, reducing the burden
of standardized testing and family engage-
ment.” He advocates more fact-finding in de-

James Farnsworth Charlotte Castro

clining enrollment, including consistent exit
interviews with families who leave the dis-
trict, the formation of a cross-governmental
task force to examine the impact of charter
schools and an in-depth analysis of building-
level programs.

Castro, 40, works as a systems analyst and
adjunct professor at Century College. Single
with no children, she earned a B.A. in commu-
nication from the College of Saint Benedict
and a master’s degree in communication and
a teaching certificate at Bethel University.

“My educational experience and profes-
sional career uniquely qualify me for the
School Board,” Castro said. If elected, “T'll
work on recruiting teachers who look as di-
verse as the school district,” she added. “T'll
work on creating a robust educational infra-
structure for students to align with intern-
ships and apprenticeships to enter the work
force after high school or to attend postsec-
ondary enrollment option classes if students
are headed to higher education.”

To boost enrollment, Castro said, “I would
look at what charter schools are doing to at-
tract students and work on best practices that
could be brought into a public school system.
Secondly, I would open up a conversation
with the communities that schools are in to
work on creating what each school needs to
be successful. I don’t believe one size fits all.”

these previous issues of the Villager:

Villager election coverage continues

he Villager’s coverage of the local races in the November 3 general election continues

I in this issue with stories on the Saint Paul School Board race (see above) and the Min-
nesota House and Senate races in District 65 in Saint Paul and District 52 in Mendota
Heights (see pages 6 and 7). The following local electoral races were covered with stories in

September 16: Mendota Heights mayoral race.

September 30: Minnesota House and Senate races in District 64.

Myvillager.com: All of these stories plus a story on the Minnesota House and Senate races
in South Minneapolis’ District 63 have also been posted on our website at myvillager.com
under the menu headings News and General News.
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Republican trio aim to unseat DFL legislators in District 65

Candidates for Senate
and House lay out their
priorities for coming term

By DALE MISCHKE

hree longtime DFL incumbents are fac-

I ing Republican opponents in their bid

for reelection to the Minnesota House

and Senate from District 65. The district com-

prises all or part of Saint Paul’s downtown,

West End, West Side, North End, Frogtown,

Hamline-Midway, Summit-University, Lex-

ington-Hamline and Snelling-Hamline neigh-
borhoods.

Senate District 65

Senator Sandra Pappas, 71, served three
terms in the House before being elected to
the Senate in 1991. Married and the mother of
three and grandmother of 28, she also serves
as executive director of Forward Global Wom-
en.

“I have a solid record of accomplishments,
experience and seniority (in the Senate),”
Pappas said. “I have strong progressive values
that match my district. After serving for four
years in the (DFL) minority in the Senate, I
have a pent-up agenda of legislation I'd like to
pass, including paid sick days, criminal justice
reforms and pensions for low-wage workers.”

Pappas’ top priority for the coming term is

Sandy Pappas Paul Holmgren

providing mandatory paid sick and safe time.
“Since the outbreak of COVID-19, we’ve seen
how important it is that workers are provid-
ed paid time off so they can stay home when
they’reill,” she said.

Pappas is being challenged by Paul Holm-
gren, 45, a tax accountant and small-business
owner. Married and the father of five children,
Holmgren is a graduate of Saint Paul College.

“It’s time for a change in District 65,” Holm-
gren said. “I want to represent the people of
the district, not the failed policies Sandy Pap-
pas supports. As a tax preparer, I see about
300 client households each filing season. I'm
in touch with what the people on the street
are dealing with. Most of them don’t have the
protection of a career or governmentjob. Their

Amy Anderson Rena Moran

fortunes rise and fall with the local economy.
These people have not been represented for
far toolong.”

Holmgren said that his top priority for the
coming legislative term is “to simplify the
burdens required by the state, specifically the
taxation system and regulatory structures
that prevent people from leaving the bonds of
welfare programs intended to help them out
of poverty.”

House District 65A

Rena Moran, 60, is seeking her sixth term
representing the northwestern half of the dis-
trict. The divorced mother of seven children,
she graduated from Southern Illinois Univer-
sity and previously served as a director of par-
entleadership.

Carlos Mariani

Margaret Mary Stokely

“I'm running for re-election for racial, so-
cial, economic, environmental and gender
justice,” Moran said. “I'll continue to fight
for economic security, stable and affordable
housing, and an educational system where
all our children thrive from pre-kindergarten
to post-secondary. Taking care of our land, air
and environment is a must.”

Moran said her top priority for the com-
ing term “is to work to eliminate the dispari-
ties within all of our systems that have left
Black, indigenous and other communities of
color behind. COVID-19 has mandated that
the Legislature re-imagine our work so that
all Minnesotans thrive and economic secu-

DISTRICT 65 »7

DFL, Republican candidates debate the top issues in District 52

Two major parties vie
to represent Northern
Dakota Cty. at Capitol

By DALE MISCHKE

he party in control of the Minnesota

I Senate and House hangs in the balance

this November 3. All of the 67 Senate

and 134 House seats are up for election, and

while the DFL has a 75-59 seat majority in the

House, the Republicans hold a 35-32 seat ma-
jority in the Senate.

The three seats in District 52 in the North-
ern Dakota County cities of Mendota, Mendo-
ta Heights, Lilydale, West Saint Paul, Sunfish
Lake and Inver Grove Heights are all occupied
by DFLers, including first-term Senator Matt
Klein, who is seeking re-election against Re-
publican Tomas Settell.

Senate District 52

Klein, 52, a physician, is married and the fa-
ther of five children. A former member of the
District 197 School Board, he earned a B.S. in
zoology at the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison and received his degree in medicine at
Mayo Medical School. If re-elected, Klein said,
“T'll continue to work for affordable quality
health care for all, clean air and water, justice
in our communities and a visionary public
education system.”

“Over the last four years, I've offered my
perspective as a practicing physician on a
broad range of issues, from regulating drug
prices to gun violence,” Klein said. “With the
outbreak of COVID-19, I've worked to balance
our public and economic health. We must
take this opportunity to modernize our health
care delivery system so thatit’s affordable and
accessible to all and rewards quality care and
not the number of hospital beds filled.”

Settell could not be reached for comment,
but on his website he describes himself as
a single father of one and a small-business
owner who is employed as a gymnastics
coach and a coach of “integrative and func-
tional health.” He also serves as a volunteer in
the Civil Air Patrol.

Matt Klein

Tomas Settell

House District 52A

Eight-term DFL incumbent Rick Hansen is
being challenged by Republican Mariah de la
Paz.

A divorced mother of four, grandmother of
11 and great-grandmother of two, de la Paz,
61, works at the Benedictine Health Center
of Minneapolis. She is a graduate of Metro-
politan State University with a B.A. in human
services and has worked in community cor-
rections, with children at risk, with women
experiencing domestic violence and in senior
health care.

“As a Hispanic Republican woman, I don’t
have representation at the Capitol that sup-
ports my values of faith, family and freedom,”
de la Paz said. “I'm tired of the Democrats’
status quo that only serves the liberal com-
munities’ agendas. I want to help people be
productive to reach their potential for growth,
prosperity and ownership. We need afford-
able housing and retail competition that
meets the need of local consumers instead of
going to other cities, which takes away from
our economy here.

“My top priority in the Legislature will be
to look at policies that need reform,” de la Paz
said. “This would include DHS, child protec-
tion services and the criminal justice system.
I would establish an oversight committee
and break them up into smaller entities. I also
want to offer families a choice of where they
send their children to school.”

Hansen, 57, a small-business owner, is mar-
ried and the father of one child. A former state
agency supervisor, he earned a B.S. in biol-

Rick Hansen Mariah de la Paz

ogy at Upper Iowa University and an M.S. in
soil management at Iowa State University.

“We're in challenging times with an un-
precedented pandemic, increasing inequal-
ity and economic downturn,” Hansen said. “I
have experienceinlocal and state government
and small business. My knowledge, skills and
abilities provide for effective and innovative
problem solving. Creativity and commitment
will be needed, and I've demonstrated these
skills in passing groundbreaking legislation in
the House.

“We need to contain the coronavirus to
grow the economy, provide high quality edu-
cation and achieve a better environment,”
Hansen said. “In the coming session, I'll sup-
port basic infrastructure improvements and
investing in scientific research for health care,
the environment and a better quality of life.”

House District 52B

First-term DFL incumbent Ruth Richard-
son is facing Republican Cynthia Lonnquist in
the general election.

A musician by trade and a college graduate,
Lonngquist, 62, is single and the mother of one
child.

“Minnesota is known as one of the worst
places to do business in the country and one
of the worst places to retire because of our un-
favorable tax climate,” Lonnquist said. “I want
Minnesota to become one of the best places to
do business and one of the best places to re-
tire. My background is in technology sales, in-
cluding owning my own business. That’s the
experience I'll bring to the Capitol. Post-COV-

Cynthia Lonnquist Ruth Richardson

ID-19, we can’t afford to be driving businesses
and residents out of Minnesota.”

Reviving Minnesota’s economy is one of
Lonnquist’s top priorities. “Business has con-
tracted, and government needs to respond in
kind,” she said. “I'll prioritize most essential
services and work with agencies to identify
areas to trim, postpone or eliminate.”

Richardson, 44, a graduate of the University
of Minnesota with a B.A. degree in sociology,
earned her juris doctorate at William Mitch-
ell College of Law. Single and the mother of
two, sheis a former senior director of National
Strategic Initiatives and is currently employed
asa CEO.

“I have a commitment to public service
that was instilled in me as a child,” Richard-
son said. “Iran for office to build a state where
everyone has the opportunity to prosper and
reach their full potential. I'm a professional
problem solver. I've held senior leadership
positions in the private, nonprofit and gov-
ernment sectors and have experience solving
complex problems. In my first term I worked
across the aisle to get 16 provisions signed into
law.

“The response to COVID-19 will remain a
priority for me,” Richardson said. “The pan-
demic has shined a light on a number of chal-
lenges and inequities facing Black, indigenous
and (other) people of color. Our schools and
small businesses have been impacted. The
impacts are not evenly distributed, so a key
priority is ensuring we’re supporting those
who are mostimpacted.”
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ters who prefer not to go to the polls

\ } on November 3 may submit their

ballots for the general election by

mail or in person at any of several locations
between now and November 3.

To request a ballot, contact your county
election office and a ballot will be mailed
to you along with a prepaid, pre-addressed
envelope for returning the ballot. Mailed
ballots must be postmarked by November 3
and delivered to the county elections office

Vote early if you like, by mail or in-person

by 4:30 p.m. on November 10 to be accepted.

For more information on voter registra-
tion, places for returning a ballot in-person
or other procedures regarding absentee vot-
ing, in Ramsey County call 651-266-2171 or
visit ramseycounty.us, in Hennepin County
call 612-348-5151 or visit hennepin.us, and
in Dakota County call 651-438-4305 or visit
dakota.mn.us.

Sample ballots and additional voter infor-
mation are available at mnvotes.org.

6< DISTRICT 65

rity and development will open our state back
up.”

Moran is being challenged by Amy S. An-
derson, 62, a professor of Greek and New Tes-
tament theology at North Central University
in Minneapolis. A graduate of the University
of Wisconsin-River Falls with a B.S. in dairy
science, Anderson earned a master’s degree at
Fuller Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. at the
University of Birmingham, England.

“I want the voters in our district to have a
choice,” Anderson said. “I provide a moder-
ately conservative alternative.”

Anderson touted her life experience, her
21 years living in Frogtown and her ability
to work with both sides of the political aisle
as her strengths as a candidate. “I'm a fis-
cal moderate and a social conservative, with
a strong emphasis on the environment and
education,” she said. Her top priorities for the
coming term are education, the environment,
crime prevention and quality of life.

House District 65B
Carlos Mariani, 63, is seeking his 16th term
representing the southeastern half of the dis-
trict. Married and the father of three children,

he serves as executive director of the Minne-
sota Education Equity Partnership.

“'m running for re-election to continue
my efforts to create and strengthen state laws
that promote justice and opportunity for the
people of Saint Paul,” Mariani said. “I have
deep experience in working with regular peo-
ple to envision, write and pass laws that meet
their needs.”

Mariani said his top priorities for the com-
ing term are “criminal justice reform, public
safety, immigrant rights, racial equity, edu-
cational equity for students of color, strong
capital investment in a new bonding bill, and
Green New Deal approaches to jobs, rebuild-
ing our infrastructure and new energy pro-
duction.”

Running against Mariani is Margaret Mary
Stokely, 71, a Republican party activist and
previous candidate for the House who is now
retired. The mother of three, Stokely said she
was drafted as a candidate and is running to
“represent those in my district who have no
voice at the Capitol currently.”

Stokely said her top priority for the com-
ing term is “restoring law, order and public
safety. broadening the options for K-12 educa-
tion and ending the abuses of the governor’s
emergency powers.”
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Hazardous path needs fixing

Regarding the planned $2 million tunnel and combined
bike and walking path under Mississippi River Boulevard
(Villager, September 30): What about the existing river road
bike and pedestrian path under the Ford Bridge, which is
a disaster waiting to happen? The beautiful, well-funded,
paved pedestrian and bicycle trail connecting Hidden Falls
Park with the former Ford plant site is great news. But where
is the plan and funding to fix the dangerous path where
walkers and cyclists share a 5-foot-wide pinch point under
the Ford Bridge with a 10-inch-high dropoff directly into the
25 mph trafficlanes?

As an avid cyclist, I've always avoided the combined path
under the Ford Bridge, choosing instead to tangle with two-
way car traffic. Over the years I've seen many near-misses
where bicyclists and families, children and older walkers
meet head-on under the bridge. Add to that the ubiquitous
scooters, roller-bladers and roller-skiers who end up jumping
into the road among the car traffic, and this location is a
disaster waiting to happen.

I strongly urge that in the hundreds of millions of dollars for
the Highland Bridge development they find sufficient dollars
to immediately fix this extremely dangerous situation. This
pinch point is sure to see increased traffic with the growth in
adjacent housing and commerce. The city somehow cobbled
together the funds for a highly touted tunnel and path. Why
not give some funding priority to a less glamorous, existing
nearby path? It’s past time to give some attention to a real
public safety problem.

Terry Brueck
Merriam Park

Not poor, just poorly governed

Two articles in the September 16 Villager described budget
cuts to two city programs vital to the intellectual, social and
physical health of the people of Saint Paul—the public library
and parks and recreation. It is important to understand that
the United States is not a poor country. The problem is, we are
poorly governed. There is no shortage of wealth in our nation.
The problem is an absence of democracy in deciding how the
wealth is circulated, accumulated, taxed and used.

The leaders of the two major political parties have the
same unstated goal: to ensure that those who have more
than enough wealth (i.e., those who largely fund political
campaigns and careers) find it easy to accumulate more
wealth. This is done at the expense of America’s working
and middle classes. Growing levels of income and wealth
inequality make clear that the two parties have been very
successful, using a variety of economic, tax, deregulation and
privatization schemes, to meet their goal.

Until we have a multi-party system with at least one party
that serves the interests of the majority, ranked-choice voting
in all elections and publicly financed elections, you can
expect ever greater levels of income and wealth inequality,
inadequate funding of the public programs needed to create
a healthy society, and needless struggle and suffering among
America’s poor and its working and middle classes.

Scott Raskiewicz
Macalester-Groveland

Unnecessary loss of ash trees

When biking through my neighborhood during these
last nice days of autumn, I've been fraught with anger and
frustration at seeing how many mature ash trees have been
cut down. I saw three in a row gone and counted the rings on
their stumps. The trees were about 22 years old. That’s not
only a tragedy, it’s stupid.

I had a private forester in my yard a few days before I saw
the missing trees. We discussed the winter pruning necessary
in my yard, which has been certified by the National Wildlife
Federation as Habitat #2118 for 40 years. I have to manage
it as a tree lot to honor my commitment to the NWF, so I've
learned a lot about trees during these years.

I asked the arborist about having ash trees treated, and
he assured me thatit’s far cheaper to treat the trees than itis
to cut them down. I asked why the city of Saint Paul, then, is
cutting them down. I was told that the city arborist “doesn’t
believe in chemicals” and was aghast.

The solution used to treat the trees is injected directly
into the fibers between the bark and the wood—the part
that carries water and nutrients to the tree. It’s what the ash

borers suck on. Slam dunk. Where’s the problem? Neighbors
I've asked are treating the ash trees in their yards. My ash,
which I planted in 1974, is the largest ash tree that Bartlett
Tree Service is treating, once every two years.

Doesn’t it make more sense to just kill the beetles than the
trees? Maybe we need citizens chaining themselves to their
boulevard ash trees before the entire city is denuded.

In the meantime, I suggest people go on a binge and plant
deciduous and evergreen trees wherever they have open space
in their yards. Let your kids help you plant a suitable tree that
in years to come they can look at and mark their years with
the tree’s growth. If you want to see how tree planting can
enhance a neighborhood, go down Lincoln Avenue between
Saratoga Street and Hamline Avenue and look at what
thoughtful planting of lots of trees has done for that street. It’s
wonderful.

When I was a kid, we had a large yard and we all got to
pick our own tree. We even had trees for close family friends.
It was a thrill to see those trees grow over so many years. And
now here I am at 76 years old, with a French purple lilacin
my yard grown from cuttings of the bush that was given to
me on my 18th birthday.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

A question for Biden on taxes

It’s only right and just that every adult pays his or her “fair
share” of income taxes. However, there’s a certain fact, known
by many, including every Democrat politician in the country,
that high earners aren’t paying their fair share of taxes, and
this needs to be corrected. Joe Biden will see to it.

For tax year 2018 the lower 90 percent of earners paid
30.5 percent of all personal federal income taxes. The next
higher 9 percent of earners paid 32.2 percent of all personal
federal income taxes, and the top 1 percent of earners, the
millionaires and billionaires, paid 37.3 percent of all personal
federal income taxes. The bottom 50 percent paid 3 percent of
all personal federal income taxes.

There are two legitimate questions that Biden should
answer:

1. Who are the taxpayers not paying their fair share? The
top 1 percent? The top 10 percent? The top 50 percent? The
bottom 90 percent, or some of them?

2. How much more do those not paying their fair share of
taxes need to pony up to be fair?

There are taxpayers who are saddled with anxiety and guilt.
Take Warren Buffet, the oracle of Omaha. He says that he
doesn’t pay enough in taxes, and it troubles him. He’d like to
send bigger checks to the Treasury, but he doesn’t because he
can’t figure out just how much bigger they need to be. Biden
should do the right thing and tell him. And Warren is not
alone. Each of us deserves to know what our “fair share” is.

T.J. Sexton
Macalester-Groveland

Re-elect Judge Diamond

I support Judge Pat Diamond’s re-election to Ramsey
County District Court. Several years ago, I was called for jury
duty in Judge Diamond’s courtroom for a serious case that
would be challenging for jurors. Simply stated, equal justice
under the law requires hard work by jurors and a competent
judge like Diamond. While I did not know the jury selection
process, I expected that fairness, truth and justice could be
upheld by the skillful administration of justice.

In this case, jury selection required questioning citizens
from all backgrounds about their strongly held beliefs and
whether they could listen fairly to both sides so justice could
prevail. Although I was not selected as a juror, I felt strongly
that the selected jurors would work hard to ensure that justice
would be served because Judge Diamond administered the
jury selection process fairly.

I urge you to vote to re-elect Judge Diamond.

Joe Collins
Como Park

A quality candidate

When I saw a note on my social media that Stephanie
Levine was running for mayor of Mendota Heights, I was
excited. Although the media bombards us with the gravitas of
politics and decisions on the national stage, it is the choices,
direction and governance of local officials that can have the
biggestimpact here in our backyard.

I am unaware of Stephanie’s political leanings, but I

know she is deeply invested in this community. My wife has
known and been a friend of the Levines since 1999 when she
purchased their home. When it comes to making decisions
about the direction of our city, she has skin in the game. She
has raised her family here, and her parents and siblings call
Mendota Heights home. That is a trait that is more than
deserving of my vote.
Brandon Beyer
Mendota Heights

Elect Watson in Mendota Hts.

Mendota Heights needs a new vision that is inclusive,
forward-thinking and balanced. Patrick Watson brings all
of this and more as a candidate for mayor. He recognizes the
strengths that Mendota Heights has today and the need to
build on those. He is also aware of how the community can
be improved through measured and reasonable action. He
listens to and is interested in multiple viewpoints. He is a
logical and conscientious neighbor and a community leader
who has been willing to lend a hand and support those in
need.

Several of the mayoral candidates in Mendota Heights are
focused entirely on financial concerns and maintaining the
broken aspects of the status quo. Such an approach ignores
the realities our community faces and the common-sense
approaches that are needed to balance community needs, a
future orientation and fiscal responsibility.

Don’t be fooled by the slogans and rhetoric of other
candidates who have the wrong set of priorities and a skewed
vision for how to move Mendota Heights forward. Vote for
Patrick Watson on November 3 to bring a new voice of civility
and fact-based, positive change for everyone in Mendota
Heights.

Matthew Byrne
Mendota Heights

Vote Petschel for mayor

We have known Liz Petschel for over 30 years. She has
always impressed us with her high level of concern for the city
of Mendota Heights and for its residents. She has tirelessly
given of her time and considerable talent to benefit the city
and its citizens. Watching her and the other City Council
members during the twice-monthly meetings has given us a
deep appreciation of her intelligence, dedication and concern
for Mendota Heights.

Her record speaks for itself. She has given much to the city
and is ever-mindful of her fiscal responsibilities. With other
council members and the mayor, she has helped to keep our
tax base one of the lowest in the metro area. She has served
on numerous committees and organizations to better the
livability for our residents. We will be casting our vote for her
for mayor of Mendota Heights.

Jacque and Bruce Vatne
Mendota Heights

Elect Levine in Mendota Hts.

I write to express my enthusiastic support for Stephanie
Levine for mayor of Mendota Heights. Stephanie’s years of
public service on the District 197 School Board and the city’s
Parks and Recreation Commission have provided her with
deep knowledge and experience of how to get things done.
She played a crucial role in the successful education funding
referendum which will revolutionize and modernize our
schools. I have known Stephanie for more than 20 years
as a person of unquestioned integrity, honesty and clear
judgment. She will bring a fresh set of eyes to city governance,
and her background in finance will serve the city government
well. Please join me in supporting Stephanie Levine for mayor
of Mendota Heights.

Jon Parritz
Mendota Heights

Do write, won’t you?

The Villager welcomes letters to the editor and longer
guest editorials. To be considered for publication, however,
all commentary must be signed, indicate the neighborhood
in which the writer lives and provide a phone number for
verification purposes. You may send your commentary to
the Villager at 757 S. Snelling Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55116,
email it to letters@myvillager.com or submit it through our
website at myvillager.com/editorial.
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Commission OKs housing for Merriam Park site

Three units proposed
for ‘odd’ commercial
lot on Carroll Avenue

By JANE MCCLURE

he Saint Paul Planning Commis-

I sion approved a conditional use

permit and variances on October

2 to allow a Merriam Park commercial

property at 1725 Carroll Ave. to be con-
verted to three units of housing.

Union Park District Council (UPDC)
members had earlier expressed appre-
ciation for the efforts to reuse the prop-
erty. The council’s Zoning Committee
unanimously recommended approval of
the permit and variances on September
24.

“It’s an odd site,” said Planning Com-
missioner Ann deJoy. “I think there are
some real challenges to reusing this
site.”

Constructed in 1926, the one-story
rectangular building sits on a triangu-
lar-shaped lot adjacent to railroad tracks
and Aldine Park. It was rezoned for
small-scale multifamily use from com-
mercial use during the 1970s, and was
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A drawing of Michael Allen’s plan to convert a brick commercial building into a duplex and
build a third unit above a new three-stall garage at 1725 Carroll Ave.

previously used as warehouse and office
space.

Michael Allen purchased the building
a few years ago. He used it for a time for
his All Energy Solar business, which re-
cently moved to the Energy Park neigh-
borhood.

“I'd like to renovate the building as
a home for my family,” Allen said. He
wants to convert the brick building into
a duplex and build a third unit above a
new three-stall garage. A surface park-
ing spotis planned for a fourth vehicle.

Allen said the building has required
extensive cleanup, but is solid. His fam-
ily currently lives in the Snelling-Ham-

line neighborhood. “We’re excited about
the project and the ability to stay in the
area,” he said.

The conversion required a conditional
use permit for a cluster development,
which is intended to preserve open
space. The project also needed a vari-
ance from a 25-foot front-yard setback
normally required for residential build-
ings; zero feet was approved. It also re-
quired a 25-foot rear setback for the
building and new garage and dwelling;
2-4 feet were approved. Lot coverage of
41 percent was also approved, a variance
from the 35 percent maximum normally
allowed.

Local CIB projects fail to make committee’s cut

By JANE MCCLURE

11 of the proposed local projects
Awere shut out of the city of Saint

Paul’s 2021 Capital Improve-
ment Budget (CIB) recommendations
after the CIB Committee backed 10 proj-
ects with a total price tag of $940,000
on September 21. The list of recommen-
dations is now in the hands of Mayor
Melvin Carter and the City Council, who
could still make changes before the end
of the year.

The public’s final chance to testify on
the CIB projects will be December 2. The
City Council is planning to hold an in-
person hearing on the 2021 budget then,
but is still working out the time and
procedures.

Almost 100 requests were submitted
for CIB funding this spring, and were
pared down to about three dozen over
the summer. The applicants were asked
to focus on projects that supported
crime prevention.
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Fewer than a dozen people spoke at
a virtual public hearing on September
14. Snelling-Hamline, West End and
Ramsey Hill residents were among those
who made their cases to fund projects in
their neighborhoods.

Pedestrian and bicycle improvements
($100,000) at Selby Avenue and Sara-
toga Street finished 18th overall. Snelling-
Hamline resident Scott Berger asked the
CIB Committee to look favorably on that
project. “I cross the intersection twice
daily,” he said. “It’s extremely dangerous.”

Butternut Avenue neighbors asked for
relief from speeding vehicles on Shepard
Road. Neighbor Jim Cox said Butternut
residents understand that city funding
is tight, “but lowering the speed limit
would have no cost, and it would help us
alot,” he said.

Ramsey Hill residents spoke in favor
of safety improvements for three local
parks, with cost estimates ranging from
$69,000 to $2.4 million. The Ramsey
Hill Association was seeking CIB funds
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for lighting and cameras in Boyd, Co-
chrane and McQuillan parks, as well as
the Holly Avenue tot lot. It also wanted
a small dog park at McQuillan and a
performance platform at Boyd.

A total of 30 projects finished out of
the running for CIB funding, including
additional sidewalks on Concordia Ave-
nue, raised crosswalks at Kenneth Street
and Saint Clair Avenue, an enhanced
crosswalk on Mississippi River Boule-
vard, pedestrian safety measures near
Ramsey Middle School, design work for
the Highland Park Community Center’s
ballfields, Cleveland Avenue lighting, a
new Snelling Avenue pedestrian cross-
ing near Macalester College, a wider bike
path for Mississippi River Boulevard,
an enhanced pedestrian crossing for
Shepard Road, the conversion of Ham-
line Avenue from three lanes to two, a
left-turn signal at Cretin and Randolph
avenues, and lighting improvements
along Fairview Avenue under 1-94, and
at Fairview and Princeton avenues.
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OPENING SOON

By JANE MCCLURE

s work on Highway 5 near Minneap-
Aolis-Saint Paul International Airport

wraps up this fall, planning is already
underway for a project to resurface the stretch
of that busy route traversing the Highland
Park and West End neighborhoods of Saint
Paul.

The Minnesota Department of Transpor-
tation (MnDOT) hopes to complete work on
the current $26 million Highway 5 project this
month. It covers the area between 1-494 and
Highway 62. The work has included highway
resurfacing, bridge repair, drainage and ramp
improvements on [-494, Highway 62, Bloom-
ington Road and the airport entrance road.

MnDOT typically hosts public meetings
and provides in-person updates on such proj-
ects, but has not been able to do so during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Five years from now, long-sought pedes-
trian safety improvements could be incorpo-
rated into the 6.5-mile resurfacing of Highway
5 along West and East Seventh streets from
Munster Avenue in Highland Park to Highway
61 in Dayton’s Bluff. MnDOT is working with
district councils along the route since Seventh
Street is a state highway. Virtual meetings be-
gan this summer and online surveys are now
being conducted.

Public comments are being sought now
even though the project is not scheduled to
start until 2025, said Fay Simer, north area
coordinator for MnDOT. The mill and over-
lay work is tentatively planned to begin south
of Saint Clair Avenue that year and continue
north of Saint Clair into downtown in 2026.
The final leg into Dayton’s Bluff would not be
completed until 2027.

The cost of the projecthas been estimated at
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Plans for resurfacing Seventh Street
in 2025 to affect Highland, West End

$12 million to $16.2 million. The existing street
surface would be milled down and overlaid
with new pavement. Ramps would be added
at crosswalks to better accommodate people
with disabilities. Cracked and heaving side-
walks would also be replaced along the street.

“We want to introduce the project now,”
said Simer, to allow time to seek ideas from
the public and allow the city of Saint Paul to
possibly coordinate other street projects in
the area.

Some local district council members have
questioned the wisdom of resurfacing Sev-
enth Street just a few years before it could be
torn up for the proposed Riverview Corridor, a
modern streetcar line that would extend from
downtown’s Union Depot to Minneapolis-
Saint Paul International Airport and the Mall
of America. Under the earliest scenario, con-
struction of Riverview would not start until
2028 and passenger service not until 2030.

Simer said if Riverview moves ahead sooner
rather than later, “we’re prepared to change
course.” But if work on Riverview is delayed,
she said that should not delay resurfacing
Seventh Street. A mill and overlay project is
typically good for up to 10 years.

A second project that has been discussed
at length in the West End and could affect
the mill and overlay work involves closing
segments of some streets that intersect at an
angle with West Seventh. That would reduce
the number of pedestrian crossings and could
provide additional parking or open space.
Closing any street would be a city decision.

Bicycle lanes are another question mark.
With city and county resurfacing projects,
bike lanes are typically striped on a street.
However, more bureaucratic hurdles are re-
quired to be jumped when a city street is also
a state highway.
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At Sholom, we continue to put appropriate protocols
and procedures in place to keep residents, tenants
and staff as safe as possible. Please visit
www.sholom.com for the latest COVID-19 updates.
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Striking a chord

with the senior set

Walker-West is now offering
private lessons for aspiring
musiclans age 55 and older

By ANNE MURPHY

he esteemed Walker-West
I Music Academy is trumpet-
ing a new cohort of students
these days. For 30 years, the Selby
Avenue institution has offered les-
sons in instrumental music and
voice for children and adolescents.
Now it has a program for people 55
and older who want to learn how to
play an instrument or to hone their
instrumental technique.

Offered initially as a four-week
promotion last summer, the virtual
program attracted 29 participants.
Thirteen of those students con-
tinue to take part along with those
who registered this fall, according
to Walker-West program director
Tonya Gregory.

“Walker-West has made a com-
mitment to developing and sustain-
ing quality music instruction for
older adults,” Gregory said. “This
new focus was specifically iden-
tified in our 2020-2023 strategic
plan”

Laurel Avenue resident Tom Kel-
loggisstudying pianoin the 55-and-
older program under Twin Cities
pianist Kavyesh Kaviraj. A Montes-
sori teacher, Kellogg said the online
lessons have allowed him to pursue
an interest that has been with him
since he was an undergraduate at
Macalester College.

“When I was a student at Ma-
calester, I tried twice to take piano
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“After a 30-year
hiatus, I'm taking
piano lessons again
and learning jazz for
the first time. Its fun
and exciting to learn
the intricacies around
chord structures and
improvisation.”

lessons,” Kellogg said. “Both times I
really didn’t practice. But then I got
started again because I was working
with young children, and I saw how
much joy they were finding from
music.” Kellogg contacted Walker-
West in August and was hooked up
with Kaviraj.

“Kavyesh is an amazing player
and teacher,” Kellogg said. “He’s
pulling me up. He has me working
on things I might say I'm not ready
for. But the beautiful thing about
good teachers is that they’re patient
while they move you forward. Ka-
vyesh didn’t know my skill level, but
he got to know me and is challeng-
ing me in the right ways.”

Academy co-founder and piano
instructor Grant West believes that
music lessons can add much to the
lives of older people. “When you
have an older student and ask them
what their motivation is, they often
say this is something they’ve always

Tom Kellogg sits down at the keybooard with Walker-West founder and instructor Grant Walker. Kellogg is one of many stu-
dents enrolled in the academy’s new program for aspiring musicians age 55 and older. pHoTo B BRAD STAUFFER

wanted to do,” West said. “Earlier
in life, they may have been too busy
working or raising a family or there
may have been financial consider-
ations.”

West is now taking guitar lessons
at Walker-West. “I said, ‘T'll never be
able to play guitar as well as I play
piano,” herecalled, “but I'm so glad
Ididn’t quit.”

Ensuring success is important
in helping older students find new
definition in their lives, according
to West. “They may be at a point
where they need something extra
in life, and music can provide that,”
he said. “Playing an instrument is
good for the brain cells and it’s good
for the outlook. It’s so important to
have this kind of outlet today. Music
is a gift, and lessons are a gift learn-
ers can give to themselves.”

Walker-West executive director
Braxton Haulcy has also been learn-
ing to play an instrument. “After a

30-year hiatus, I'm taking piano les-
sons again and learning jazz for the
first time,” he said. “It’s fun and ex-
citing to learn the intricacies around
chord structures and improvisation.
I know how important music has
been in my life, and it’s great to be
in a position to provide life-long
learning and make music accessible
across all generations.”

“As a child, my music education
helped to support my highest ar-
tistic and academic achievements,”
Haulcy said. “Music also helped me
develop valuable life skills such as
self-discipline, determination and
problem solving. The senior learn-
ers have expressed joy in either
learning a new instrument or rekin-
dling their previous musical skills.
Music provides healthy aging of the
brain.”

“Everyone I've taught has ex-
pressed gratitude for keeping them
engaged in growth, which is one of

b Icleny

our missions at Walker-West,” said
woodwinds instructor Jack Breen.
“I grew up taking lessons at Walker-
West, and it’s a privilege to be able
to teach here now. Growing up, my
teacher Felix James expressed to me
that the constant pursuit of knowl-
edge and the work it takes to express
that knowledge through music is
what keeps him sharp, and I fully
believe that. To me, the most grati-
fying aspect is the mutual respect
between student and teacher.”

Respect between instructor and
student has been a hallmark of
Walker-West’s philosophy since its
founding by West and the Reverend
Carl Walker 30 years ago to provide
local children with music lessons
after school. The academy currently
teaches almost 200 students per
week and has plans to expand.

For more information on Walker-
West’s programs, visit walkerwest.
org.
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Word to the wise

Gilats urges retirees to remain
engaged for the good of society

By ANNE MURPHY

n the verge of her 75th birthday,

Andrea Gilats woke up one morning

last May to a revelation. “That im-
pending birthday sparked a sudden leap of
consciousness in me,” said the author, educa-
tor, artist and yoga instructor. “I realized I was
about to enter true old age, and
I felt shocked and scared.

“I began reading books on
aging,” said Gilats, a longtime
Macalester-Groveland  resi-
dent who now lives in down-
town Saint Paul. “I realized
that I wanted to write about
my personal experience of ag-
ing. So for the past two months
I've been working on a memoir
that’s tentatively titled, Intimations of My Mor-
tality: A Memoir from the Edge of Old Age.

“For over a decade, I've been interested in
how we age and how we can savor our later
lives,” said Gilats, who retired in 2012 after 34
years working at the University of Minnesota.
“The final program I developed at the U was
Encore Transitions: Preparing for Post-Career
Life.”

Gilats’ first memoir, After Effects: A Memoir
of Complicated Grief, about the death of her
husband from cancer in 1998, is due out next
year from the University of Minnesota Press.
“The COVID-19 pandemic has led to unprec-
edented loss of life, and I'm hoping my mem-

2
THE PILLARS

OF PROSPECT PARK

“Theres so much
to share in later
life. And especially
now, when were
socially isolated,
that sharing is
truly life giving”

oir can serve as both respite and helpmate for
people who are suffering,” she said. Similarly,
she hopes her next memoir will show people
how aging can bring with it great accomplish-
ments and fulfillment.

Gilats has been awarded a Next Step Grant
from the Minnesota State Arts Board’s Metro-
politan Regional Arts Council. With it, she is
creating a website to promote
her books and share excerpts
from her works in progress.

Giving voice to what one has
to offer is important, especially
for women at her stage of life,
Gilats said. “This is one of the
things that’s missing as we all
get older after the conclusion
of our careers and parenting,”
she said. “We end up in silence.
Not only do we not hear each other’s voices,
the voices are not being handed down to fu-
ture generations. Our thoughts and opinions
and knowledge from our experiences need to
be heard and valued.”

Gilats founded and spent 20 years as the
director of the U of M’s Split Rock Arts Pro-
gram, an annual series of workshops in the
literary and visual arts. During those years,
she created her own art, including paintings
and knitted shawls portraying the world’s
continents. Her shawls of Africa and Central
America were exhibited at the U of M’s Gold-
stein Museum of Design and were auctioned
off in a fundraiser for the Wellstone Center

SENIOR LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

RSVP TODAY | 612-623-7000 | PILLARSSENIORLIVING.COM/PROSPECTPARK
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Saint Paul author, educator, artist and yoga instructor Andrea Gilats. pHoTo By BRAD STAUFFER

and Neighborhood House.

By 2010, Gilats had become a yoga instruc-
tor, which led to the writing of her first book,
Restoring Flexibility: A Gentle Yoga-Based Prac-
tice to Increase Mobility at Any Age. She led
hundreds of yoga classes for people ages 45 to
98 at such locales as the West Seventh Com-
munity Center and the Wilder Foundation’s
Center for Aging.

Gilats worked on After Effects: A Memoir
of Complicated Grief for the past three years.
“It chronicles my 20-year struggle with pro-
longed grief disorder, a journey that ultimate-
ly resulted in a profound reconsideration of
what it means to be happy in a life without
my beloved partner,” she said. “I also came to
know that writing was my calling.

“This past spring and early summer, as I
was reading and making notes for my memoir
about aging, it occurred to me that a favor-
ite verse from William Wordsworth’s poem

Making a change to a new senior living community can be scary
for many different reasons — but it doesn’t have to bel Join us from
the comfort of your own home for a virtual information session.

DISCUSSION TOPICS

* Senior living in the time of COVID-19, including precautions
taken and infection rates

* Different care level options available

about aging, ‘Intimations of My Immortality,
would make an ideal structure.” The verse,
she said, “struck a deep chord in me. From
these lines I created seven chapter titles: My
Radiance is No Longer Bright, Faith Looks
Through Death, Nothing Can Bring Back the
Hour, What Remains, My Philosophic Mind,
Intimations of Mortality and Splendor in the
Grass.

“I'm using those chapter titles as a kind of
guide or outline, and telling my life stories
of how it feels as I begin a new journey, the
journey of old age, one of the most rewarding
times of life, but also one of the most compli-
cated,” Gilats said.

“Old age is not a disease,” she said. “Far
from it. Most of us do pretty darn well on this
journey, and I want to share with readers how
I'm faring. There’s so much to share in later
life. And especially now, when we’re socially
isolated, that sharing is truly life giving.”

SENIOR LIVING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE SCARY
ATTEND OUR VIRTUAL INFO SESSION TO FIND OUT WHY

* Safety & security for a senior living community in the city

* What makes The Pillars of Prospect Park stand out from
other senior living communities

* Video tour of our community and select apartments
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When you RSVP you'll receive the link to the virtual meeting.
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St. Paul homeowners may catch a break from large tax increases

Apartment bldgs. may
bear brunt of property
tax increases in 2021

By JANE MCCLURE

get a break in 2021 from the seemingly

perennial large property tax increases.
Although the Saint Paul Public Schools is pro-
jecting a maximum 5 percent increase in its
property tax levy nest year, the Saint Paul City
Council and Ramsey County Board have voted
to hold their property tax levies flat.

Combined, the maximum levy for city,
county and school district would increase by
2.2 percent from 2020 to 202L. If that holds
true, property taxes on the median-valued
home in Saint Paul will see a relatively small
$36 increase in 2021.

Property taxes are based on the assessed
value of a property. The assessments are in
turn based on the sale price of comparable
properties in the same neighborhood and any
improvements that are made to the property.

The assessed values of Ramsey County
properties for the 2021 tax year were estab-
lished before the COVID-19 pandemic struck
last spring. Still, home values continue torise,
according to Ramsey County auditor-trea-
surer Chris Samuel and county assessor Luis
Rosario. That is largely due to the demand for
homes outstripping the low supply of homes
on the market, they said.

The market values of properties in Saint
Paul are increasing in the double digits for 26
percent of homes, 77 percent of apartment
buildings and 41 percent of commercial and
industrial properties, Samuel said. However,
that trend could change with an economic

Some Saint Paul homeowners are likely to

downturn, Rosario said. He cited the commer-
cial sector as being especially vulnerable with
many retail business, restaurants and offices
having closed in the past six months.

The median-valued home in Saint Paul has
seen an 8 percent increase in market value
over the past year—from $199,800 in 2020 to
$215,800 in 2021. The property taxes on that
home were $3,030 in 2020. With shifts in the
property tax system, gains in fiscal disparities
and the homestead exclusion benefit, no in-
crease in the city and county tax levies and a
5 percent increase in the school district’s levy,
the property taxes on that home will increase
by 1 percent—to $3,066 in 2021.

The median-valued commercial property
in Saint Paul has seen a 4.9 percent increase
in market value—from $464,000 in 2020

to $486,600 in 2021. Taxes on that property
will decrease slightly from $16,030 in 2020 to
$15,950 in 2021.

The median-valued Saint Paul apartment
building has seen a 16.6 percent increase in
market value—from $878,100 in 2020 to
$1,024,000 in 2021. Property taxes on that
apartment building will increase by about 8
percent—from $17,827 in 2020 to $19,165 in
2021

Continued growth in the market value of
larger apartment buildings (those with four
or more units) is likely to make rental hous-
ing less affordable, according to Samuel. As
pandemic-related rental assistance programs
expire, there will likely be a spike in evictions
and apartment vacancies, he said.

Saint Paul neighborhoods seeing the largest

By JANE MCCLURE

he Saint Paul School Board has ad-

I opted a maximum 5 percent increase

in its property tax levy for 2021 in

support of the school district’s budget for
the fiscal year beginning in June 2021.

Saint Paul Public Schools officials are
concerned about a possible decrease in
state aid for the schools, according to dis-
trict lobbyist Mary Gilbert Dougherty. The
COVID-19 pandemic has sent state revenue
into a downward spiral with a $2.426 billion
deficit projected for the current biennium.
Another concern is an expected 6 percent
decline in school district enrollment and the
resulting drop in state per-pupil funding.

The school district’s property tax levy
would increase $9.38 million—from $187.63
million in 2020 to $197.01 million in 2021.

School district eyes 5% levy increase

The levy makes up about 22 percent of
school district revenue, according to Marie
Schrul, chief financial officer for the Saint
Paul Public Schools. Other revenue comes
from the state and federal government.

Estimates of the overall effect of the maxi-
mum property tax increases for 2021 will
be mailed out to Ramsey County property
owners between November 10-24.

Ramsey County will hold its truth-in-
taxation hearing at 6:30 p.m. on Monday,
November 30, virtually and in-person at a
location yet to be determined.

The city of Saint Paul’s public hearing on
the tax levy is scheduled for 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, December 2, at City Hall.

The Saint Paul Public Schools’ tax levy
hearingis scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, De-
cember 8, either virtually or at a location yet
to be determined.

p .
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percentage increases in home market values
are the Greater East Side, West Side, Payne-
Phalen, Como, North End and Sunray-Battle
Creek-Highwood.

Neighborhoods served by the Villager are
seeing varying levels of market-value increas-
es, but because of shifts and changes in the
property tax system, even homes seeing larger
value increases may see lower property taxes
in 2021.

The greatest home market value increases
over the past year have been in Summit-Uni-
versity, where the median-valued home has
seen a 7.1 percent increase—from $230,200
to $246,500. Property taxes on that home will
decrease slightly from $3,576 to $3,573.

In the West End, the median-valued home
has seen a 7 percent increase—from $195,650
t0 $209,300. The property taxes on that home
will increase slightly from $2,956 to $2,958.

Union Park’s median-valued home has
increased 4 percent—from $324,000 to
$337,100. Property taxes on thathome will de-
crease by 3.5 percent—from $5,257 to $5,072.

The median-valued home in Macalester-
Groveland has seen a 2 percent increase in
market value—from $350,000 to $356,900,
and its property taxes will decrease 5.7 per-
cent—from $5,725 to $5,400.

Highland Park’s median-valued home has
increased 2.2 percent—from $334,950 to
$342,400, and its property taxes will see a 5.4
percent decrease—from $5,455 to $5,160.

Summit Hill’s median-valued home has
seen a 5.5 percent increase—from $402,450
to $424,500. Its property taxes will decrease
by 2.2 percentin 2021—from $6,664 to $6,519.

Downtown Saint Paul has seen a 1.6 percent
increase in its median-valued home—from
$179,500 to $182,300. The property taxes on
thathome will decrease by 5.8 percent— from
$2,667 to $2,511.
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Hearing officer says Mac-Grove
hydroponic container has to go

The fate of a large hydroponic container
used to grow food will be decided by the Saint
Paul City Council on October 21. Unless the
council reverses the recommendation of a leg-
islative hearing office, Mitchell Karstens will
have until October 30 to remove the contain-
er, which sits in the rear parking lot by Wells
Piano, 408 S. Snelling Ave.

The container is designed to grow vegeta-
bles and fruits year-round in a manner that
uses electricity and water efficiently. Such
units are classified as storage containers by
the city and are considered temporary. How-
ever, Karstens contends it is a piece of agricul-
tural equipment for his business. There are
reportedly about 500 such containers around
the world and are allowed in other cities, in-
cluding Minneapolis.

Legislative hearing officer Marcia Moer-
mond said the issue is not how the container
is used, but its adherence to city building and
zoning regulations. She said that as of now,
the container is regulated in the same way as
storage containers. “l hope you can find a path
forward,” she told Karstens.

HPC and BZA support plan to add
second triplex on Summit-U site

A triplex can be built on a vacant property
in the Historic Hill District despite objections
from neighbors. On October 6, the Saint Paul
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) ap-
proved plans by Sullivan Property Investment
to build the triplex at 542 Portland Ave. That
same day the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA)
approved variances for the project. Both deci-
sions are final unless they are appealed to the

OUT OF WORK DUE TO COVID-19?

FIND WHAT'S NEXT.

e Virtual hiring events.
® Personalized guidance.
e Employment action plans.

City Council within 10 days.

The project won a recommendation of ap-
proval from the Summit-University Planning
Council (SUPC) earlier this fall. The property
is already zoned for multifamily use, so no
zoning change is needed.

The property comprises two lots, which will
be combined. An existing triplex on the north
side of the property will remain and a three-
unit townhouse will be built on the rear yard.
HPC staff recommended approval, albeit with
almost a dozen conditions on building mate-
rials, window and door design, and BZA ap-
proval of the variances.

The developer received more than a dozen

LEARN MORE AT ramseycounty.us/Next
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Music and nature in unison. tin Blessing, brother Dave and Matt Schoen kick back

while enjoying the sounds of Sawyer’s Dream, one of four bands providing entertainment during the
Highland Park Harmonies concert on October 10 near the Highland Park Pavilion. proto By BRAD STAUFFER

letters of support, but several neighbors sent
letters that objected to overbuilding on the
property, parking congestion and other is-
sues. They asked the HPC and BZA to deny the
requests.

Six variances were required. The applicant
is proposing the main entrance of the new tri-
plex to be in the rear of the building instead of
the front. Eight off-street parking spaces are
proposed instead of the required 10. A lot cov-
erage of 38.39 percent is proposed instead of
the maximum 35 percent. The lot size is 12,493
square feet instead of the required 15,000.

A minimum lot width of 20 feet per unit is
required, or an additional 60 feet for the new

triplex, but zero additional feet are proposed.
The existing lot is a legally nonconforming
46.08 feet wide. A minimum rear-yard set-
back of 25 feet also was required, while 15 feet
is proposed.

Friends launch petition, lawn sign
campaign on behalf of city library

The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library
launched a campaign this week asking people
to sign a petition and display a lawn sign or
decal in their yards or windows to show their
support for the library, which is facing a pro-
posed $1.3 million budget reduction next year.

Members of the Friends have said they rec-
ognize the 2021 city budget will be the most
challenging in generations. However, they
note that proposed library cuts are propor-
tionately larger than those of any other city
department.

Free lawn signs and window decals that
read “I'm a Friend of the Library” will be avail-
able for pickup at several locations this week,
including from 3-6 p.m. Wednesday, October
14, and 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday, October 16, at
HealthPartners Highland Clinic, 2004 Ford
Pkwy. For information and to sign the peti-
tion, visit thefriends.org/protectthelibrary.

Highland Bridge update planned

Tony Barranco and Maureen Michalski of
Ryan Companies will provide a virtual up-
date of the Highland Bridge project at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, October 28. The program will
include a 60-minute presentation, followed
by 30 minutes for questions. Registration is
required. Visit HighlandBridge.com/news.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure
and John Wadlell.
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With the Villager moving from free distribution to paid subscriptions and delivery by U.S. Mail, NOW is the time
to join the thousands of readers who have already signed on as subscribers. To them, we offer our
sincere thanks for their loyalty and support. To you, we invite you to continue to receive the Villager in print,
online and on Facebook so that you can stay connected to the neighborhood you call home.

Local news and information is of growing importance these days, but producing it doesn't come cheap. Your
subscription will help insure that the Villager continues to publish the local news and information most vital to you.

So please subscribe today!
26 Issues A Year For $59.88 (Only $4.99 Per Month).

Includes Printed Newspaper Delivery By U.S. Mail And Unlimited Digital Access. To subscribe by
credit card (recommended), go to MyVillager.com and click on “Subscribe,” or fill out the form on page 23 of
this issue and send it with a check to Villager Subscriptions 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116.
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The following crime incidents were compiled
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.
HighlandPark

Classic cars stolen—Six classic cars were
stolen from the Highland Collision Center,
2042 W. Seventh St., during the early morn-
ing of Sunday, September 27. Police believe a
group of people kicked in the door and drove
away with the vehicles, which belonged to
the former owner of the repair shop. The
stolen vehicles were recovered within a few
days. They included a’65 Pontiac LeMans, 60
Cadillac Coup deVille, ’67 Chevy Impala, ’65
GTO, 2000 Pontiac Firehawk and 2000 GMC
pickup. According to media reports, the center
was broken into again on Sunday, October 4,
and another two cars were stolen, including
the Firehawk taken previously.

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-
ported at 10:28 a.m. Tuesday, September 29,
on the 1300 block of West Maynard Drive.

Burglary—Burglaries were reported on the
800 block of Saint Paul Avenue on Septem-
ber 17, and the 800 block of South Cleveland
Avenue on September 25.

—Commercial burglaries were reported
on the 900 block of South Mississippi River
Boulevard on September 19, and the 1100
block of Randolph Avenue on September 28.

—Home break-ins were reported on the
1400 block of South Mississippi River Boule-
vard on September 23, and the 1900 block of
Highland Parkway on September 30.

Theft—Thefts from vehicles of items val-
ued at more than $1,000 were reported on the
1700 block of Sheridan Avenue on September
21, the 1900 block of Ford Parkway on Sep-
tember 22, the 2200 block of West Seventh
Street on September 23, and the 1700 block of
Eleanor Avenue on September 29.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the
1900 block of Norfolk Avenue on September
26, the 2700 block of Gannon Road on Sep-
tember 29, and the 1600 block of Hartford
Avenue on September 30.

Lexi “H i
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-
ported on Saint Anthony Avenue and Syndi-
cate Street at 9:10 p.m. Tuesday, September 22.
Burglary—A residential break-in was re-
ported on the 400 block of North Dunlap
Street at 7:01 p.m. Monday, September 28.
Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen
on the 1300 block of University Avenue on

September 20.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a
gun was reported on the 400 block of North
Syndicate Street at 12:51 p.m. Wednesday,
September 30.

Macalester-Groveland

Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-
ported on the 1500 block of Grand Avenue at
1:25 p.m. Friday, September 18.

Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-
ported on the 1400 block of Saint Clair Avenue
on September 17, and two commercial break-
ins were reported on the 270-300 blocks of
South Snelling Avenue on September 22.

—Home burglaries were reported on the
400 block of South Hamline Avenue on Sep-
tember 17, the 100 block of Woodlawn Avenue
on September 22, the 1200 block of Jefferson
Avenue on September 25, and the 1900 block
of Jefferson on September 28.

Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on
the 200 block of South Albert Street on Sep-
tember 24, and two vehicles were reported
stolen on the 1400 block of Osceola Avenue on
September 28-29.

—Thefts from vehicles of items valued
at more than $1,000 were reported on the
1900 block of Juliet Avenue on September 21,
and the 100 block of Woodlawn Avenue on
September 23.

Mendota Heights

Burglary—A residential burglary was re-
ported on the 600 block of Marie Avenue at
7:23 a.m. Friday, September 18.

Theft—Catalytic convertors were report-
ed stolen from vehicles on the 1300 block of
Highway 13 on September 21, and the 1100
block of Centre Pointe Circle on September 22.

Assault—Police responded to a domestic
assault at 4:04 p.m. Wednesday, September
23, on the 1300 block of Northland Drive. The
suspect was found in a stolen vehicle, and the
passenger and another suspect were arrested
on prior felony warrants.

M . Parl
Burglary—Residential burglaries were
reported on the 300 block of Pierce Street on
September 22, the 300 block of North Cleve-
land Avenue on September 23, and the 1800
block of Hague Avenue on September 30.
Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on
the 400 block of Wilder Street and the 1600

block of University Avenue on September 2.8,
the 400 block of North Cleveland Avenue on
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AllEnergySolar.com

Phone: +1 651 401 8522
1264 Energy Lane Saint Paul, MN 55108

September 29, and the 1900 block of Univer-
sity on September 30.

—Thefts from vehicles of items valued at
more than $1,000 were reported on the 200
block of North Wilder Street on September 24,
the 2000 block of Marshall Avenue on Sep-
tember 25, and on Mississippi River Boulevard
and Summit Avenue on September 26.

Sex crime—Three Level III sex offenders
are relocating to Saint Paul, including Clifton
Butch Taylor, 39, on the 1700 block of Univer-
sity Avenue. A community notification meet-
ing will be held at a later time. For informa-
tion, contact the Saint Paul Police Department
at 651-266-5871 or 651-266-5617.

S ". “H I.
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-
ported on the 1400 block of University Avenue
at 1:38 p.m. Wednesday, September 23.
Burglary—Burglaries were reported on the
1400 block of Portland Avenue and the 1500
block of Marshall Avenue on September 24.
—A commercial break-in was reported on
the 300 block of North Snelling Avenue at
4:06 a.m. Wednesday, September 30.
Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on
the 1300 block of Selby Avenue on Septem-
ber 19, and the 200 block of North Hamline
Avenue on September 2.8.

S . | I."

Fatal shooting—Demond Adante Daw-
son, 23, of Roseville was charged with two
counts of second-degree murder and one
count of attempted murder following gunfire
around 3:30 a.m. Sunday, September 27, near
Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave. Two 29-year-
old male victims were found lying in the street
when officers arrived. Albert Dwayne Stevens
of Saint Paul was pronounced dead at the
scene. The second victim was transported to
Regions Hospital for a gunshot wound to the
thigh. It was the 25th homicide of the year in
Saint Paul.

Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-
ported on the 700 block of Grand Avenue at
1:04 a.m. Thursday, September 17.

Burglary—A burglary was reported on the
900 block of Fairmount Avenue at 2:43 p.m.
Sunday, September 27.

Theft—Three vehicles were reported sto-
len on the 100 block of South Dunlap Street on
September 27-28. Two vehicles were reported
stolen on the 800 block of Grand Avenue on
September 29.

—A theft from a vehicle of items valued
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at more than $1,000 was reported on Grand
Avenue and Milton Street on September 30.

Arson—Arson was reported on the 700
block of Grand Avenue at 10:04 a.m. and at
11:18 p.m. Wednesday, September 30.

S . _U . .

Robbery—Strong-arm robberies were re-
ported on the 300 block of North Lexington
Parkway on September 19, the 700 block of
Selby Avenue on September 26, and the 500
block of Concordia Avenue on September 26.

Burglary—Burglaries were reported on
the 900 block of Iglehart Avenue on Septem-
ber 18, the 200 block of North Avon Street on
September 24, and the 900 block of Portland
Avenue on September 27.

Theft—Thefts from vehicles of items val-
ued at more than $1,000 were reported on
Marshall and Western avenues on Septem-
ber 28, on Chatsworth Street and Marshall
on September 29, and the 600 block of Selby
Avenue on September 30.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 100
block of North Victoria Street on September
18, the 100 block of North Lexington Parkway
on September 19, the 1000 block of Concordia
Avenue on September 29, on Kent Street and
Portland Avenue on September 29, and the
700 block of Concordia on September 30.

WestEnd

Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-
ported on the 300 block of South Exchange
Street at 7:40 a.m. Tuesday, September 29.

Burglary—Burglaries were reported on
Western and Harrison avenues on Septem-
ber 25, and the 900 block of James Avenue on
September 26.

Theft—Thefts from vehicles of items val-
ued at more than $1,000 were reported on
Crosby and Shepard roads on September 20,
the 100 block of West Seventh Street on Sep-
tember 22, and the 700 block of Otto Avenue
on September 26.

—Three vehicles were reported stolen on
the 600-900 blocks of West Seventh Street
on September 22-23. Other vehicles were re-
ported stolen on the 600 block of Palace Av-
enue on September 22, the 200 block of Grand
Avenue on September 25, on West Seventh
and Superior Street on September 28, and two
vehicles on the 900 block of Randolph Avenue
on September 29.

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 100
block of West Seventh Street at noon Monday,
September 28.

We No ce

- Legal Notices!

Call us for details.

VILLAGER

651-699-1462

GRAND AVENUE

" VETERINARY CENTER

EXCELLENT COMPASSIONATE CARE

Wellness Care « Surgery
Acupuncture - Dentistry
Internal Medicine
Laser Therapy

Dr.Ann Brownlee
Dr. Heather Taylor
| Dr.Jen Seidl Dr. Luke Daley
Dr. Amanda Solie
1140 Grand Ave, St. Paul 55105 m
651-224-3038 -:"

www.grandavevet.com -

Join the more than 7,000
people who follow the
Villager on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/




WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2020

MYVILLAGER.COM PAGE 17

Theater for
life’s every stage

Park Square, SteppingStone
join forces to keep footlights
burning in downtown St. Paul

By CAROLYN WALKUP

ark Square Theatre and
PSteppingStone Theatre for

Youth have entered into a
memorandum of understanding
to join the companies under one
roof. Together they will operate
out of Park Square’s larger space in
the historic Hamm Building at 20
W. Seventh Place. That will allow
them to lower overhead costs while
retaining separate finances and
boards of directors and expanding
theatrical experiences for all ages.

Joining forces “makes a lot of
mission and financial sense,”
according to Mark Ferraro-Hauck,
SteppingStone’s executive director
and Park Square’s interim executive
director.

SteppingStone is in the process of
selling its building at 55 N. Victoria
St., which it has outgrown, Ferraro-
Hauck said. Maintaining that
century-old Greek Revival building
was expensive, he added, and Park
Square’s two stages will allow the
companies to present productions
simultaneously.

“Our goal is to keep both stages
active,” said Michael-jon Pease,
Park Square’s former executive
director who will stayon as a
part-time consultant through the
transition. “It'll be a rocky road for
a couple of years after COVID-19
is over. Some people are telling us
they won’t go back to the theater

until a year after there’s a vaccine.”

Until audiences do return, the
theaters are surviving on donations,
loans and revenue generated from
mostly virtual programming,
Ferraro-Hauck said. Each theater
received two forgivable loans
through the federal Small Business
Administration to help keep them
afloat during the pandemic—a
Paycheck Protection Program loan
and an Emergency Injury Disaster
loan.

Donations make up roughly
half of the two theaters’ income,
according to Paul Sackett, Park
Square’s board president and long-
time donor. “We have people who
are very supportive and want to see
the theaters not only survive but
thrive,” he said. “Both theaters have
along history in Saint Paul, and we
hope they bring joy and insight to
the human experience.”

Park Square got its startin
1975 as an 80-seat theater in
the Park Square Court building
in Lowertown. It moved to its
350-seat proscenium theater in
1993 and added a 200-seat thrust
stage in 2014. Not only a theater
for the general public, Park Square
conducted educational programs
and produced shows for between
23,000 and 30,000 high school
students each year prior to the
pandemic.

SteppingStone traces its
beginnings to 1987 as a small school

Park Square Theatre and SteppingStone Theatre for Youth have joined forces to create “your theatre for life” under the leader-
ship of (from left) production designer Kim Vasquez, interim executive director Mark-Ferraro-Hauck, artistic associates Ellen
Fenster and Rick Shiomi, and part-time consultant Michael-jon Pease. pHoto By BRAD STAUFFER

residency program at the former
Chimera Theatre in downtown
Saint Paul. It moved into the
former Grace Community Church
on Victoria Street in 2006 after
renovating the sanctuary as a 430-
seat theater.

SteppingStone was able to

produce its summer camp this year.

The camp typically enrolls about
12,000 students, but this summer
itwas offered virtually and in a
hybrid model that included some
socially distant in-person classes.
Ahighlight for middle school

and high school students was
producing the original play Alice in
Covid Land.

SteppingStone also went ahead
with Little Mermaid, a play that
was in auditions when COVID-19
hit. “We rehearsed on Zoom and
later outdoors wearing masks,”
Ferraro-Hauck said. “We did three
performances outdoors on West
Seventh Place in August.”

In the coming weeks, the two
companies will offer a series of
virtual programs. Park Square

will partner with the Mysterious
Old Radio Listening Society on
the presentation of two stories
based on Mary Shelley’s 1818
horror classic Frankenstein. “Long
Live Frankenstein” by Tim Uren
and “Inglorious Monsters” by
Joshua English Scrimshaw will be
performed at 7:30 p.m. Monday,
October 19, in the style of an old
radio show with music, sound
effects and commercial breaks.

Park Square will also present
the three-part “Theatre of the
Macabre” online from October 29-
31. Actor and director Craig Johnson
will emcee the three pre-recorded
programs. Recommended for ages
12 and older, the evening shows will
include tales of terror, ghost stories
and scenes from the works of Edgar
Allan Poe, William Shakespeare and
others. For more information and
tickets, visit parksquaretheatre.org.

SteppingStone will present
Family Day Out: Halloween Edition
from noon-4 p.m. Sunday, October
25, on West Seventh Place. The
event will include socially distant

trick-or-treating, a costume
parade and two performances
of the play Pickup Truck Opera.
For more information and the
required reservations, visit
steppingstonetheatre.org.

“It’s time to have fun again,”
Pease said. “This is a good way to
get anumber of audiences together
in a way that seems natural. It’s an
artistic buffet for Halloween.”

In November, SteppingStone will
offer a month of theater classes for
children. Students from preschool
through high school will create
adventure plays, explore social
and climate justice and create
improvisational comedy. These and
other fall programs have set costs,
but are being offered with “pay as
you are able” discounts.

The flexible payment policy is
intended to open the theatrical
experience to more diverse
audiences, which is part of the two
theater companies’ mission. Pease
described the philosophy as “Don’t
leave revenue on the table, but
don’tleave people outin the cold.”
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Halloween fun goes on, but with social distancing in mind

this year for those who are looking to
scare up a happy and healthy Hallow-
een. Here are a few of the local ones:

Movies in the Parks will present Alfred
Hitchcock’s classic thriller The Birds (rated
PG-13) at dusk on Saturday, October 17, in
Mears Park, and The Blair Witch Project (rated
R) at dusk on Saturday, October 24, in Hidden
Falls Park. Ten-foot circles will be painted in
the grass for each registered household of up
to five people. The cost is $10 per household.
Bring a blanket or lawn chairs for seating. For
reservations, visit tinyurl.com/pobhegj.

The Mysterious Old Radio Listening So-
ciety will get into the Halloween spirit with
the online event “Frankenstein: Two Centu-
ries,” at 7:30 p.m. Monday, October 19. Two
original stories will be presented to mark
Mary Shelley’s 1818 horror classic. Each story
will be performed in the style of a radio series,
including commercials, music and sound ef-
fects. They include “Long Live Frankenstein”
by Tim Uren and “Inglorious Monsters” by
Joshua English Scrimshaw. The cost is $15.
Visit parksquaretheatre.org.

Halloween in Highland will be celebrated
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, October 24. The
Highland Business Association and new part-
ners are reworking the annual event to feature
a one-way, staggered scavenger hunt for kids.
Trick-or-treating will take place along a route

Several events are still being scheduled

that begins with check-in at Langford & Karls
Chiropractic, 730 S. Cleveland Ave., and ends
at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978
Ford Pkwy. There will be gift bags for complet-
ing the hunt and a prize drawing. Facemasks
and other safety precautions will be manda-
tory, and participants will have to sign up for
time slots. Visit highlandba.com.

Murder at the 19th Hole, a whodunit
teeming with foul play, will be held on Sat-
urday, October 24, at the Highland Park Disc
Golf Course. Teams of up to eight people age
18 and older will hike the course, talk with
actors and decipher clues to solve the unsa-
vory mystery. “Tee times” start between 1 and
4:50 p.m., with the hikes lasting roughly two
hours. Participants are being encouraged to
dress in golf attire or costumes. Facemasks are
required. Visit tinyurl.com/y2xwzlo7.

The Ordway Center will present a mod-
erated discussion with actress Kathy Najimy,
who played one of the three witches in the
Halloween classic Hocus Pocus, at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, October 24, via Zoon. Najimy will share
behind-the-scenes stories and clips from the
movie and will answer questions live. Tickets
start at $21. Visit ordway.org.

The Great Pumpkin Halloween Cel-
ebration will be held from 1-3 p.m. Sunday,
October 25, at Landmark Center. Times
are reserved for the free festival so kids can
travel to trick-or-treat stations, get a photo

LI A IS o

The Ashtons got into the Halloween spirit at last
year's Trick-or-Treat in Highland. pHoro By BRAD STAUFFER

taken in their costumes and exit safely. Call
651-292-3063 or visit landmarkcenter.org.

Family Day Out: Halloween Edition will
be hosted by SteppingStone Theatre in col-
laboration with Park Square Theatre from
noon-4 p.m. Sunday, October 25, on the West
Seventh Place Plaza in downtown Saint Paul.
There will be socially distanced trick-or-treat-
ing, a pumpkin contest, costume parade and
outdoor art making, along with two perfor-
mances of Mixed Precipitation’s Pickup Truck
Operain the center of the plaza. The suggested
costis $25 per family. Admission is limited for
safety. Visit steppingstonetheatre.org.

Theatre of the Macabre, a three-chapter
online variety series, will be hosted by Twin
Cities actor and director Craig Johnson at 7:30
p.m. from Thursday through Saturday, Oc-
tober 29-31, to benefit Park Square Theatre.
The recorded performances will be filled with
tales of terror, true ghost stories, and mono-
logues and scenes created by writers from
Edgar Allan Poe to William Shakespeare. The
costis $15 per evening or $30 for all three. Visit
parksquaretheatre.org.

Gangster Ghost Tales will feature char-
acters playing Saint Paul’s most infamous
criminals and famous lawmen telling their
stories with a humorous musical twist be-
fore a seated audience on Friday, October
30, at Landmark Center. Showtimes are at 5
and 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10, with parties of
one to four only (ages 12 and older), and in-
clude a reserved table and dessert. Beverages
can be purchased at the Spookeasy Bar. Call
651-292-3063 or visit landmarkcenter.org.

The Monster Dash Halloween races will
be split in two on Saturday, October 31, to
safely accommodate as many runners as
possible. The 5K and 10K events will begin at
Harriet Island Park, while the half-marathon
and 10-mile run will begin at Upper Landing
Park. There will be costume contests at both
locations, while virtual runners will com-
pete online for the best outfit. Visit monster
raceseries.com/events/monster-dash.

Books

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling
Ave., will host free online discussions with
William Souder and Mad at the World,

his biography of John Steinbeck, at 7 p.m.
October 14; and David Leavitt and his novel,
Shelter in Place, at 7 p.m. October 15. Visit
nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Subtext Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will host free
online discussions with authors Mindy
Greiling and her memoir, Fix What You Can:
Schizophrenia and a Lawmaker’s Fight for Her
Son, at 7 p.m. October 14; and Lin Enger and
his novel, American Gospel, at 7 p.m. October
27. Visit subtextbooks.com.

Dance

Enjoy an afternoon of dance and other
amusements from the comfort of your

own vehicle at “Drive-In Forward,” Ballet
Co.Laboratory’s third annual benefit, on
Saturday, October 24, in the company’s back
parking lot at 276 E. Lafayette Frontage Road.
Featured will be live dance performances,
complimentary boxed food and bottled
drinks, and recorded music streamed to
your car, along with a virtual silent auction,
socially distanced games, raffles and other
surprises. Two programs are scheduled—
from 1-3 p.m. and 4:30-6:30 p.m. Tickets are
$55 ($20 tax-deductible) general admission,
or $150 ($115 tax-deductible) with a reserved
parking spot. Visit balletcolaboratory.org or
call 651-313-3967.

Music

The wife-and-husband Patterson-Sutton
Duo, featuring cellist Kimberly Patterson
and guitarist Patrick Sutton, will perform at
7:30 p.m. Saturday, October 17, on the Min-
nesota Guitar Society’s YouTube channel. An
interview with the couple will precede the
concert at 7 p.m. Reservations are free, but
donations are welcome. Visit mnguitar.org.

Italian trios from the Baroque era by
Locatelli, Rossi, Uccellini, Vitali and Vivaldi
will be performed by Lyra Baroque Orchestra

violinists Ginna Watson and Theresa Elliott,
cellists Tulio Ronddn and Charles Asch, and
harpsichordist Donald Livingston in a live-
streamed concert at 11 a.m. Saturday, October
24. Tickets are $15, $5 for students. Visit
lyrabaroque.org.

“Dulcian and Bassoon: First Rumblings,”
a performance of some of the earliest sonatas
for these reed instruments of the Renaissance
amd Baroque eras, will be presented live via
Zoom at 7 p.m. Friday and 11 a.m. Saturday,
October 30 and 31. Music by Antonio Bertoli
and J. E. Galliard will be played by Joseph
Jones on dulcian and bassoon, Charles Asch
on cello and Donald Livingston on harpsi-
chord. Tickets are $10, $5 for students. Visit
lyrabaroque.org.

Exhibits

The Saint Paul Art Collective has gone
virtual with its semiannual Art Crawl.
Throughout the month of October, artist
members will hold an auction and fundraiser
with dozens of original and reproduction
pieces; a solo exhibit featuring the works

of 2020 Members Show Best-in-Show
Heather Friedli, a group exhibit by Honorable
Mention and People’s Choice winners
Friedli, MaryBeth Garrigan and Carly
Swenson; and a Studio Crawl with live and
pre-recorded artist demonstrations, art

talks and studio tours. For information, visit
stpaulartcollective.org.

“1.5,” an exhibit by seven artists from South-
east Asia who immigrated to the U.S. as
children and their descendants, is on display
through January 3 in the sidewalk and sky-
way windows of the Minnesota Museum

of American Art, 350 Robert St. Free kits
with art supplies and activities related to

the Southeast Asian diaspora exhibit may

be picked up between 1 and 3 p.m. Sunday,
October 25, outside of the museum. For
information, visit mmaa.org.

“Stars and Stripes Over the Rhine,” the
story of the social, political and economic
connections made by Americans in Germany
in the years following World Wars I and II,
will be told through a traveling exhibit and
film from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sundays, October

18, November 15 and 22, at the Germanic-
American Institute (GAI), 301 Summit Ave.
The exhibit may also be viewed online at
gai-mn.org/Chapters. The film is also being
shown on the GAI’s YouTube channel. Virtual
talks related to the exhibit are scheduled from
6-7 p.m. on October 23 and November 23.
Register at gai-mn.org.

Family

Saint Paul’s Bucket Brigade Theater brings
back Big, Little Monster for six weekend
performances at Bruentrup Heritage Farm,
2170 E. County Road D in Maplewood. The
musical pulls back the curtain on the world
of monsters, reminding those struggling
with fear and anxiety that they are not
alone. Show times are 2 and 4 p.m. October
25, 31and November 1. The venue offers
distanced seating, a vaulted ceiling and
ample ventilation. Audience members are
required to wear masks. Interactive exhibits,
a scavenger hunt and refreshments will

be available. Those who wear a costume
will receive a trick-or-treat bag. Tickets are
$15, $10 for children age 12 and under. Visit
bucketbrigadetheater.com.

Film

The Twin Cities Jewish Film Festival, a
virtual screening of feature-length narratives
and documentaries and short films, will be
presented online from October 15 through
November 1. To access the films and the post-
film discussions, register for a free festival
pass at tejfilmfest.org.

“Discovering Minnesota Baseball,” a
virtual history of the national pastime, will
open at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, October 22, with
Martha Ackmann’s video on Saint Paul’s Toni
Stone, the first woman to play in the Negro
Leagues. Marcenia Lyle Alberga, aka Toni
Stone, began playing at 17 with the Twin City
Colored Giants, an all-Black ball team that
traveled across the U.S. playing townball
teams. A virtual tour of Minnesota’s most
revered ballparks will be offered by Todd
Mueller at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, October 29.
Both programs are free, though donations
will be taken. Visit dakotahistory.org.

Theater

Operation: Immigration, Avi Aharoni’s
one-man drama about a Minnesotan who
investigates his late father’s immigration and
assimilation and in the process finds himself,
will be presented online from October 17-25
by the Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company.
Show times are 8 p.m. Saturdays; 11 a.m., 1
and 7 p.m. on Sundays; 1 p.m. Tuesday; and
7:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday. Tickets
are $15. For reservations, call 651-647-4315 or
visit mnjewishtheatre.org.

The Boy Wonder, a musical by Keith Hovis
about Harold Stassen, who at age 31 was
elected governor of Minnesota in 1938,
helped create the United Nations and fought
for decades to redefine the Republican Party
and be its presidential candidate, will be pre-
sented online from October 30-November 5
in a staged reading by the History Theatre.
The production is part of “Raw Stages”
series, a series of readings of new scripts

by Minnesota artists. The Zoom program
includes the reading, a short interview with
the creative team and a live discussion with
the audience. Tickets are $15-$50. Visit
historytheatre.com

Et cetera

The decline of democracy and human
rights in countries around the world, the
risk to journalists reporting about crises in
Sudan, Syria, Pakistan and the Philippines
and the danger to journalists jailed by
their governments will be addressed by
Kerry Paterson of the Committee to Protect
Journalists via Zoom from 7-9 p.m. Thurs-
day, October 22. The costis $10, $5 for
students and seniors. To register, visit
worldwithoutgenocide.org by October 20 or
call 952-693-5206 for more information.

A traditional Czech roast pork dinner will
be offered for curbside pickup between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday, October 24, at the
CSPS Hall, 383 Michigan St. A plate of roast
pork, raised bread dumplings, sauerkraut,
caraway rye bread and dessert costs $20.
Reservations are due by October 18. Contact
food@sokolmn.org or call 942-941-0426.
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Looking ahead
to winter sports

ighland Park High School athletic director Pat
Auran was watching a soccer game recently when a

Highland football player who was there approached
him and said, “I didn’t realize how much I missed playing.”

That student and other prep athletes will miss it no
more. The Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL)
reversed field last month to allow abbreviated football and
volleyball seasons to take place this fall. The seasons will
end with section playoffs instead of state tournaments.

With soccer, cross-country, girls’ tennis and girls’ swimming
heading toward their respective finishes this month, a hint of
normalcy has returned to the state’s high schools.

The MSHSL has also decided on its winter sports calendar,
with dance team practices starting on November 9; boys’
hockey and boys’ basketball on November 23; skiing,
wrestling, boys’ swimming and girls’ hockey on November
30; and gymnastics and girls’ basketball on December 7. The
winter schedules won’t be as long as in the past, with an 18-
game limit instead of the usual 25-26. No decisions have been
made on allowing fans to attend winter games or holding
state tournaments.

Some high school hockey fans are worried that high school
teams may lose players to junior programs that offer more
games and, thus, more exposure to college scouts. However,
as Auran noted, it’s better than having no sports at all.

“I think people are feeling better now,” he said, “though
there are still alot of issues that need to be worked out.”

Current restrictions for fall sports limit attendance to 250
spectators for outdoor games and two fans per participant
for indoor ones. Thus, a key question is how will interested
parties be able to watch their teams play. Indoor games
should be available via webcasting, since high schools are
wired for Wi-Fi. Football games are a trickier proposition, but
Auran hopes such a service becomes available.

At Highland Park, football numbers are down slightly with
alittle over 40 players on the current roster. Volleyball, on the
other hand, may have to cut some players.

“We usually don’t have to do that, but there’s a limit
on how many players we’ll be able to travel with for away
games,” Auran said.

Looking ahead to the winter season, athletic directors like
Auran fret over what will happen to wrestling, where close
contact is the name of the game.

Being an off-site sport, hockey offers a different dilemma.
The Highland boys’ team shares the Charles M. Schulz
Highland Arena with Cretin-Derham Hall and the Highland
Youth Association. Ice time is gobbled up several months in
advance. In a bow to COVID-19, Ramsey County dictates a
20-minute intermission, instead of the usual 10, when the ice
is resurfaced. Accordingly, practice and game times needed to
bejuggled a bit.

One break for Highland is its girls will again be teaming up
with Henry Sibley for hockey and will have the West Saint
Paul Arena as their home base.

So it won't quite be business as usual at local high schools
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standout swim-
ming and diving
team members,
senior Annika
Overvig, junior
Tasha Frisch,
and senior
Avery Vogen,
pose next to the
approximately
$8 million
aquatic center
that's nearing
completion on
the high school
campus.
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Pooling thelr talent-slbley girls having
breakout year amid shortened swim season

By BiLL WAGNER

hough its season was cut short
Tdue to the pandemic and its new

on-campus pool won’t be com-
pleted for a few weeks, the Henry Sibley
girls’ swimming and diving team is hav-
ing its best start in nearly five years.

As of early October, the Warriors were
3-2in dual meets in the Metro East Con-
ference under revised COVID-related
scheduling, and had two other wins
in bonus meets. The results have head
coach Kelli Simpson excited about the
team’s foreseeable future.

“The most exciting thing is watching
this team come together,” said Simpson,
now in her second season at Sibley’s
helm. “We’re a young team with a lot
of potential. Eighth- and ninth-graders
make up almost half of our varsity.”

Simpson, like most coaches, has had
to steer her charges through the largely
uncharted waters of the virus. That has
meant limiting the number of com-
petitors the team carries and brings to
meets. But Simpson said her girls have
answered the call and then some.

“They’ve taken it right in stride,”
she said. “COVID’s a beast, but we're
Warriors.”

The Sibley girls may not be quite
ready to seriously challenge the top two
teams in the conference—Mahtomedi
and Hastings. However, there have been
heroes aplenty during what many see as
a breakout season for the Warriors.

Senior captain Avery Vogen, who
has been on the team since she was an
eighth-grader, now holds five school re-
cords, including two set during a confer-
ence meet against Hastings on Septem-
ber 24. Her 59.45 finish in the 100-yard
butterfly broke a Sibley record that had
stood for 43 years. She also set new con-
ference and school records in the 50 free-
style with a time of 24.78.

Then at home on October 1 against
Mahtomedi, Vogen broke another
43-year-old Sibley record in the 500
freestyle with a time of 5:16.92. She holds
school records in the 100 and 200 free-
style events as well.

Sibley senior diver Annika Overvig
scored nearly 200 points for the first
time this year, taking first place in the
meet against Hastings. Then during
a triangular meet on October 7 with
Simley and South Saint Paul, she broke
a 28-year-old school record in 11 dives
with a score of 356.65.

Junior Tasha Frisch has also been con-
sistent this year and is among the fastest
in the conference in the 100 breaststroke
with a time of 1:12.17.

Eighth-grader Eden Hill's perfor-
mances in freestyle, relays and breast-
stroke have been solid, while fellow
eighth-grader Madeline Byrne garnered
the Warrior version of a Purple Heart
recently. Byrne got hit by a car while
biking, but still managed to compete in
a meet that same day despite a swollen
ankle and several cuts and bruises.
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Because of the pandemic, the swim
season was limited to a maximum of
11 contests over 11 weeks, including the
postseason. The Section 4A meet is
scheduled to take place on October 23-
24 at Skyview Middle School in Oakdale.

All the good news about the Warriors
comes against the backdrop of the new
aquatic center at the senior high that is
now nearing completion. “We’ll keep
our fingers crossed on that,” said athletic
director Prentice Smith.

According to him, the eight-lane pool
probably won’t be ready before the girls’
season ends next week, as had been
hoped. Delivery times of some of the
materials for the pool were pushed back
about a month due to the pandemic.
However, Smith didn’t believe the delay
would affect the project’s cost, which he
said is running between $8 million and
$8.5 million.

The new aquatic center is located in a
detached building across from Sibley’s
current gym. Operations will be man-
aged by Community Education, with
the school getting priority for its use.
The pool will replace the current one at
Heritage Middle School in West Saint
Paul, which the team uses now.

The aquatic center is among the proj-
ects paid for by a $117 million referen-
dum that was approved by District 197
voters in May 2018. At Sibley, the money
also covered the cost of a new lighted
football stadium, a science wing and a
variety of other school improvements.
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STA speedster picked by Las Vegas in third round of NHL draft

By DAVE WRIGHT

economics class at Saint Thomas Acade-

my last week when he got a text message
from one of his hockey coaches that got his
attention immediately.

One of the fastest skaters in the state,
Hallum was aware he was on the list of sev-
eral NHL teams who were taking part in the
annual draft of amateur players on October
6-7. The 18-year-old center was thinking he’d
be a fourth-round pick or perhaps go even
later. So he was delighted to learn that the Las
Vegas Golden Knights thought enough of him
to take him in the third round.

“I was a little surprised,” he admitted. “I
talked with the general manager (Kelly Mc-
Crimmon) and a scout. They told me they
value me a lot and wanted to take me before
somebody else did. That makes me feel like

Senior Jackson Hallum was headed to an

I'velanded in a very good spot.”

Though he got plenty of ice time in summer
hockey and with the Cadets, it’s still likely
less than the Knights’ other third-round pick.
That’s 18-year-old defenseman Lukas Corm-
ier, who played 44 games for Charlottetown
in the Quebec Major Junior League before the
COVID-19 pandemic ended the season.

As a general rule, Minnesota high school
hockey players need more seasoning before
playing with the NHL teams that draft them.
Presuming everything works out, Hallum
will skate one more year for the Cadets. He
was a major contributor last season, scoring
18 goals and assisting on 22 others for a team
that caught fire late, rattling off nine wins in
a row before falling in the semifinals of the
Class AA state tournament.

After high school, the 6-foot-1 Hallum is
expected to play USHL junior hockey in Green
Bay before heading to his Division I college of

choice, the University of Michigan. When he
arrives in Ann Arbor, he’ll join forward Bren-
dan Brisson, Las Vegas’ first-round selection.

Asked what he knew about the Golden
Knights, Hallum said, “I've seen them play
a lot because they advanced in the (Stanley
Cup) playoffs. They’re a very good team.”

On the Vegas website, Hallum described his
game thusly: “My main aspect is that I'm re-
ally fast, pretty flashy, gritty, hard backcheck,
beating defensemen up and down the ice.”

The NHL draft is typically held in the sum-
mer. After being selected, NHL teams usually
bring in their picks for alook-see and a chance
to get to know folks. This unusual season,
which had the Stanley Cup decided at the
end of September, has caused a lot of changes
in those plans. Hallum said he hadn’t been
told when the Knights will fly him in to get to
know his new coaches.

Whenever that does happen, it won’t be

Hallum’s first trip to Nevada. “I played there
in a tournament when I was a middle school-
er,” he said. “Their NHL arena hadn’t been
built yet.”

Hallum is the third STA athlete to get picked
by an NHL team. Jordan Schroeder was a top
pick of Vancouver (22nd overall) in 2009.
Schroeder played two seasons for the Uni-
versity of Minnesota before starting an odys-
sey that has wended its way through three
NHL organizations, including the Wild for 88
games in parts of three seasons. Currently, the
30-year-old forward is playing for Jokerit in
Helsinki, Finland.

Tommy Novak was a third-round pick by
Nashville in 2015 and spent four seasons with
the Gophers. When his college career ended,
Novak joined the Predators’ organization and
is currently playing for their AHL affiliate in
Milwaukee. He scored 11 goals in 60 games
there last season.
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this fall and winter. The current plan for spring sports is to
start a little later than usual, but that also is subject to change.

Twins are first in, first out of postseason

It's not the sort of distinction a Major League Baseball
franchise wants to have. Kenta Maeda of the Minnesota
Twins threw the first pitch of the 2020 MLB postseason on
September 29—a strike—at precisely 1:10 p.m. A little over
26 hours later, Jorge Polanco took a called third strike as the
Twins became the first team to exit this year’s postseason
with a 3-1loss to Houston.

The grand plan of seeing the Twins in a World Series for the
first time in 29 years was dashed, leaving a lot of folks to ask,
“What happened?”

Fame in any sport can be fleeting. It’s even more true when
a team heads to the playoffs. The games take on a different
stature with every at bat a potential series changer.

In hindsight, the Twins’ quick exit was foreseeable. Vikings
coach Bud Grant once earned considerable pocket money in
Minnesota and often noted the most important thing a team
needed to succeed was good health.

Truer words were never spoken.

In Minnesota’s case, third baseman Josh Donaldson, who
had missed much of the first half of the season with a calf
injury, was injured again late in the regular season and was
left off the roster. Without him in the playoff lineup, the team
was missing his power and defense.

Injury-prone center fielder Byron Buxton missed 21
regular-season games, including the last two because he was
plunked in the head by a pitch. He did play in the opener of
the Houston series, but was mysteriously out of the starting

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org « 651-695-4005

At-large board member—Brad Reinboldt has been chosen
to fill a partial term for an at-large seat on the Highland Dis-
trict Council’s board of directors. More than 400 people voted
online during the HDC’s special election from October 1-4. The
board seat will be up for election again this spring.

Halloween in Highland—Join businesses in Highland from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, October 24, for a socially distanced
Halloween event, including safe trick-or-treating, a scavenger
hunt and fun prizes. Learn more at highlandba.com.

Golf course survey—The HDC’s Community Engagement
Committee is seeking comments regarding errant golf balls at
Highland National Golf Course. Take the survey between now
and October 28 at surveymonkey.com/r/HDCGolf2020.

Highland Bridge update—Ryan Companies will provide
an online update of the Highland Bridge development, includ-
ing a 30-minute question-and-answer session, from 6-7:30
p-m. Wednesday, October 28. Participants must register in ad-
vance. Visit Facebook.com/HighlandDistrictCouncil.

Upcoming online meetings—Community Development
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 20; and Community
Engagement Committee, 7 p.m. Monday October 26. All HDC
meetings are currently being conducted online via Zoom.
Links to access the meetings are posted on the HDC website.
For information, visit highlanddistrictcouncil.org/events.

lineup the next day. He made a cameo appearance as a pinch
runner in the second game, but was promptly picked off, thus
exiting the playoffs on a decidedly down note.

Take two-ninths out of anybody’s starting lineup and you
need everything to go just right to succeed.

That meant you can’t afford miscues like Polanco’s errant
throw in the ninth inning of the first game that opened the
door for Houston’s three-run, game-winning outburst.

That meant Eddie Rosario, one of the few power bats in
Minnesota’s lineup, needed to control his temper and not get
kicked out of the game for arguing a strike call. That meant
that a team that recorded just 14 stolen bases and hitinto 38
double plays during the regular season had a very thin margin
of error.

In the postseason, when pitching is at a premium, the
Bombas needed to be in top form to get into a second round of
play. Two runs on five hits and no homers in those two games
simply didn’t cut it.

From the start, we knew this would be an odd season.
Presuming 2021 returns to the regular 162-game schedule,
the Twins have some work to do. Minnesota had just three
players finish with batting averages over .260. One of those,
catcher Ryan Jeffers, had just 55 at bats. The team’s other
regular backstoppers, Mitch Garver and Alex Avila, hit.167
and .184, respectively.

The Twins ran through 24 pitchers with 11 different starters.
Some decisions must be made about hurlers like the often-
injured Jake Odorizzi and the 40-year-old Rich Hill.

Buxton is a first-class center fielder in a good defensive
outfield. He hit 13 home runs, but only three doubles and stole
just two bases. The fastest guy on the team needs to do better
than the latter two numbers.

Each season is different. While 2020 provided a Central
Division title and some fun moments for the Twins, the

S

Prep football roundup

Highland Park
(0-0)
Oct. 13 vs. COMO...ccueerervreernenne
Oct. 23 at Harding
Oct. 30 atJohnson ...............
Nov. 5vs. Central ...
Nov. 12 vs. Humboldkt............

Central
(0-0)
Oct. 13 at Johnson.......c.eeueeeee
Oct. 22 at Humboldt ............
Oct. 30 vs. Harding ......cce....
Nov. 5 at Highland ...............
Nov. 11 vs. Como.......ccceueueuenes

Cretin-Derham Hall
(0-1)

Oct. 10 vs. Lakeville N...14-55
Oct. 16 at White Bear ............
Oct. 23 vs. Woodbury
Oct. 30 at Mounds View ......
Nov. 6 vs. Stillwater...............
Nov. 13 at Totino-Grace ......

St. Thomas Acad.
(1-0)
Oct. 9 at Coon Rapids ....51-8
Oct. 16 vs. Sibley......cvereueennee
Oct. 23 vs. Mahtomedi.........
Oct. 30 at Apple Valley .........
Nov. 6 at Hastings
Nov. 12 vs. Park CG ......ccuuee

Henry Sibley SMB Wolfpack
(0-1) (0-1)
Oct. 9 vs. Hastings ...... 0-12  Oct. 9 atFridley ............ 0-14

Oct. 16 at STA ....oeeeeveveenne
Oct. 23 atIrondale ....
Oct.30 atPark CG ...
Nov. 6 vs. Simley ...
Nov. 11 vs. Apple Valley .........

Oct. 15 vs. Westonka ...........
Oct. 23 vs. St. Anthony
Oct. 30 at Mpls. North
Nov. 6 vs. Providence............
Nov. 12 atRichfield ...............

miniseries with Houston exposed some serious faults. This
could be a very busy offseason at Target Field.

Dave Wright is at dwright53@msn.com.

Macalester-Groveland

macgrove.org * 651-695-4000

Show your neighborhood pride—Locally designed Ma-
calester-Groveland T-shirts can now be ordered online using
PayPal for home delivery. The shirts come in kiwi, heather in-
digo, and dark heather in a variety of sizes. For information,
visit macgrove.org/tshirt.

Century plaque—The owners of homes and businesses in
the Macalester-Groveland neighborhood that were built in
1925 or before are eligible to purchase an engraved plaque for
their building to represent its age. Order by November 30 to
receive it by the holidays. Visit macgrove.org/100years.

Upcoming online meetings—Transportation Committee
on Monday, October 26; Housing and Land Use Committee on
Wednesday, October 28; Community Building Committee on
Monday, November 9; and board of directors on Thursday, No-
vember 12. All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. and can be accessed
via Zoom. Council staff will send out meeting links a few days
in advance. Email mgcc@macgrove. org.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org * 651-222-1222

Neighborhood plan—An online meeting to kick off dis-
cussion on updating the Summit Hill Association’s neighbor-
hood plan will be held from 7-9 p.m. Thursday, October 22, via
Zoom. The SHA is revising its plan, which will become part of

the city’s Comprehensive Plan, to guide its work and inform
the city regarding development and activities in the neigh-
borhood, including zoning, parking, pedestrian safety, life on
Grand Avenue and throughout the neighborhood. The last
plan was adopted in 2006. Renters, homeowners, employees,
landlords, business owners and visitors to Summit Hill are all
invited to participate. Visit SummitHillAssociation.org/plan.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org * 651-645-6887

Annual meeting—The Union Park District Council will
hold its annual meeting and board elections at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, November 19. Email wako@unionparkdc.org for creden-
tials to attend the Zoom meeting. Grids 2, 3, 4, 6, 8 and 10, and
the Skyline Tower seat are up for election to the board. Meet-
ings for prospective candidates will be held outdoors on Octo-
ber 13 and 17 at Cahoots Coffee Bar, 1562 Selby Ave. Details on
early voting for board members will be provided soon.

Upcoming online meetings—Committee on Land Use and
Economic Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, October 19; Envi-
ronment and Parks Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Octo-
ber 21; and Neighborhood Involvement Committee, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, October 26. For information on joining the Zoom
meetings, click on the links at unionparkdc.org/calendar.

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighbor-
hood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.
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CLASSIFIEDS

HI NEIGHBORS, | have the outside
haunted house on the 1900 block of
Highland Parkway. | will have it set up
early so kids can come see it before
Halloween, in an effort to keep crowd
size down. | will have hand sanitizer,
please encourage kids to use it.
Thanks.

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% oak,
2-year seasoned; stacked solid
4x8'x16", $165, unless bigger quantity.
Order before the rain and snow
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

All real estate or rental advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
which is in violation of the law. Equal
housing opportunity.

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions.
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique
jewelry. We know and appreciate the
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651-
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more.
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz,
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential
roofing. Local references. License
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured.
651-699-2832.

PAINTING, WALLPAPER removal. Wall
repair. Basement walls and floors.
Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING,
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660;
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.”
MPPAINTING.COM

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High quality
work at affordable rates. Full service
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

HINDING COMPANY
HEATING & AIR

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

¢ Furnace ¢ Boiler ¢A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303

www.hindingheating.com
915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

HOME IMPROVEMENT

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal,
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651-
285-3237.

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references.
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing.
Remodeling. Tile. Professional.
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094,

BILL'S PAINTING. 38 years' experience;
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free
estimates. Attention to detail. Call
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen,
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured.
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing
in bathroom design, repair, creation
and remodeling. Great savings! Call
for free consultation. 651-257-4706;
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned,
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured.
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’'S CONCRETE. Free estimates.
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives,
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs.
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED & FAIR
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock,
plaster, textures, skim coating
and painting. Insured. David, 612-
554-3028.

CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info

available at MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for
prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash,

chech or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: October 28... .. Deadline: October 21

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’ expe-
rience in custom space planning, fix-
ture and finish selections. Gail
Jacobson, Allied ASID. References
available. 612-310-7069. Fresh
SpaceDesignLLC.com

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete
interior and exterior painting plus
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 651-
917-2881 or email mikeproteampaint
ingplus@gmail.com

BURTON’'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded.
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed,
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the
Minnesota Better Business Bureau.
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work.
Reasonable rates. Free estimates.
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction.
Stop leaks. Hail and storm damage.
Licensed plumbers and electricians
working with us. Everything from
basements to chimneys. Kitchens,
bathrooms, all flooring (including
hardwood), concrete, windows, brick
block, painting. Siding and roofs.
Insured. License #B(635082. Angie's
List! BBB. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-
285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in
Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free es-
timates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work,
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE
ANDREPAIR.COM*
Remodeling and Handyman Services.
MN License #B(665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*

Complete chair re-glue since 1960.
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of year again! Protect
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting,
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair and
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

*PH.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul.
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE.
Competitive rates. 30+ years.
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete
hardscaping/landscaping services.
Free estimates. Licensed. Insured.
References. phminc@frontier-
net.net or www.MurphysLawn
AndLandscape.com

SNOW REMOVAL. SEASONAL CLEAN-
UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. Lawn
Service. Free estimates. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE

THE BEST Residential Snow Removal
Services. Seasonal contracts starting
as low as $280/month. Bluhm
Brothers Landscaping. 651-227-2584
or www.BluhmBrothers.com

CREATIVE DESIGNS. | can help
you install. Horticulture Degree,
U of MN. Certified Nursery and
Landscape Professional. Living Space
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal.
Hedge trimming. Highland resident.
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing.
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years in
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal.
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect
your roof. Ryan, 651-690-3956.
PatesRoofing.com

FLS. Lawn & Snow. Commercial.
Residential. 651-442-0993. Freddies
LawnAndSnow.com

URBANSCAPE RESIDENTIAL SNOW
SHOVELING SERVICE. WALKWAYS AND
GARAGE PADS. VARIABLE SERVICE
PLANS AVAILABLE. CALL MARTEY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE. 651-917-7982.

Give the GIFT of SNOW REMOVAL,
GUTTER CLEANING, or a FALL YARD
CLEAN-UP! Stay safe and enjoy your
life while we do the work for you.
True Clean Gutters LLC is insured,
provides QUALITY, AFFORDABLE, and
EFFICIENT work. Free estimates, call
#612-223-4137.

SHOVELING. Macalester area only.
Daily, weekly, monthly rates. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call
651-239-8752.

CONCRETE

Sidewalks & Steps

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)

BRICK, BLOCK
& STUCCO REPAIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience
Lic e Bonded ° Ins
Call Mark Larson

651-642-5090

Rotten Wood?

i
i

HY DEano
HARMSEN

CONSTRUCTION

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy 651-698-3156

www.harmsenoberg.com

Tuckpointin
Chi'l)nneys J

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Repair & Rebuild

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

PanianConstruction.com
651-373-1264
Est. 1976 #B(319518

LAWN & SNOW
SERVICE

Driveways &
Gutters

Call 651-690-5227

NICCI MAIDS. Professional
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB'S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years in
business. A rated on Angie’s List. Back
to School specials. $25 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960.
mbscleaning.com

COMMERCIAL CLEANING

GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the
environment. Visit us at Superior
GreenCleaning.com or call 651-
239-8752.

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site,
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal,
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792.

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

EDUCATION/TUTORING

MATH TUTOR: Experienced, and (de-
spite a Ph.D.) creative, understanding,
and patient. Taught and tutored stu-
dents 4th grade through college. |
emphasize understanding over rote
memorization. Call David, 612-
804-0704 or brokk001@umn.edu

ENTERTAINMENT

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; weddings,
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

HOME/HEALTH PROVIDER

IN-HOME CARE. Full services.
Specializing in dementia, hospice.
Certified. Insured. References. WE
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call
Heidi for consultation at 651-
659-9527. Women only.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University.
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription.
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic,
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

Branch and Bough

Tree Service

651.222.4538

andy@branchandbough.com
www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured
ISA Certified Arborists

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

e Now Accept

Legal Notices!

Call us for details.

*Some restrictions apply.
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VISIONS TREE SERVICE

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
Expert Climbers e Professional Service
#Tree Trimming & Removal » Stump Removal

ESCOBAR
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
« Installation * Repair * Refinishing
« Sanding (Dust Free) * 18 yrs exp

Gary 651-423-6666

oo 051-64-3317 el | 6512307232 952.2022349 @
& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepled  FREE ESTIMATES escobarflooring@gmail.com 558
Trevent G Fix | | Byron Electric
ater ° am_ge Residential & Commercial
Foul';‘da::on Repair * Free Estimates *
uckpoint 2 -
Masonry & Con’crete 612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

Window. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tift-in windows—for less!

WALLS & CEILINGS

Plaster Repair - Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings « Painting

Mud Alchemy

612-272-3697

Insured Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

MERRIAM PARK fre
PAI NTI NG Estimates

* Interior-Exterior Painting

¢ Ceiling Texturing _Lic. NN

¢ Wallpapering e
Call Ed, 651224-3660 ¥,
www.mppainting.com

CONCRETE &
MASONRY

Bobcat ¢ Dump Truck
Demolition ¢ Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

651-497-9891

PETERWILSON DRYWALL
&PLASTERREPAIR

95% Dust-free
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
~s Since 1986 ..

Jeff Menard
LANDSCAPE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls
Patios - Steps - Walks
6514366568

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR
& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED * BONDED ° INSURED

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

621 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 OhIO St.

¢ Additions
¢ Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling
e Concrete

* Garages

#4690

$222-8701

www.hillesbuilders.com

LOGKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

\/USECURITY CORPORATION /]
716 S0. CLEVELAND
S/ 651690-4443

YOUR LAST
ROOF EVER!

METAL ROOFING & SIDING
OF MINNESOTA

\/isit our website
Quarve.com
Since 1983
MnBC006016
763-785-1472

s

(,ON TRACTING...

Babcock & Son\

JOF/
I SERVICES

eccoece

REMODEL

eeccccccoccoe

RENOVATE
RESTORE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
decks, doors, porches,
restoration & more

e000c0c0c000000000000000 000

651-276-8233

—  qop—
Save Thousands
Over Replacement'

—_——(o————
Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, INc.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office
Lic.#20216197

r(.iregies new phone number )

612-709-9646

S[—’IESS
LUMBING

Repair ® Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters
Scott Spiess

651-248-3853

Lic. » Bonded ¢ Insured ~ Lic.# 059373-pm

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano
tuner/technician. See website for
coupon. 651-644-3111.

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations.
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland
Tailors.com

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN

PROFESSIONAL WORDPRESS AND
WEBSITE DESIGN, development and
maintenance. Graphic design of
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters,
catalogs, brochures, etc. Custom sig-
nage and textile projects also wel-
come; perfect for holiday gifts. Fast,
reasonable and local. 25+ years’ ex-
perience. For more details, text 612-
860-5137 or visit VelvetElvis.com

HELP WANTED

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising which is in vio-
lation of the law. No attention to race,
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, national origin, vet-
eran or disability status will be al-
lowed. Equal employment opportunity.

ESTABLISHED HIGHLAND Park
Montessori School seeks part-time/
full-time assistant teachers, teacher
aides. 712-292-9088. edgcumbe
mont@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

BECKETWOOD COOPERATIVE, a local
Senior Independent Living
Cooperative, is hiring. We are looking
for experienced custodial, house-
keeping and front desk staff.
Qualified applicants contact Robin at
612-746-1006, email resume to
roblillesve77@becketwood.com or
stop by 4300 W River Parkway,
Minneapolis 55406 for an application.
We require persons entering the
building to wear a mask and practice
proximity distancing.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
which is in violation of the law. Equal
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment
Homes available in the Highland
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities
professionally managed by Mid
Continent Management Corp.

ONE BEDROOM apartment for rent
10/1. Great location; secure well-kept
building near Macalester College.
Great neighbors; plenty of storage
space. $975. Call Maggie 507-581-6345
or email jeff.messerich@comcast.net

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGE

CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243

HageConcrete.com

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

PATES
m PatesRoofing.com

nﬂnFl NG Licensed - Bonded - Insured Lic. #AR155317 QS
—>=<_Weaver Electric

Residential and Commercial \Wiring
Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobie: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

YOMP REMOUAL | |« %
< &
e Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

* Small Tree Removal ¢ Tree Prunning
Dt Bl  FREE ESTIMATES

* Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming
(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140

No Job too Small 612-369'1987 www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

Call Mike Arborist

L.

Gallagher Concerete ..

¢ Exposed Aggregate
e Footings e Foundations
 Steps e Sidewalks e Patios
* Garage Slabs e Driveways
=i e Patterned Concrete
» Mortar-less Retaining Wall Systems

RESIDENTIAL 651690 4710 COMMERCIAL

mymnconcreteguy.com -

LICENSED + BONDED < INSURED

nﬂger’s ASHTREATMENTS i"lnfuse it or LOSE t"

TI‘ e e Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

A *Trimming <Removals <Stumps
service

Licensed / Insured / Free Estimates
Certified Arborist

651 699-1022 (c)s12414-9241 YOGEItree.com

BASEMENT WINDOW GUY
Replacement Windows
Glass Block Windows

FREE ESTIMATES 651-208-8210

BasementWindowGuy.com
Lic: BC646746 Frank Gardner Construction LLC

e Interior & Exterior Painting
6% e Wallpaper Stripping/
(] Skim Coating
e Wood Stripping & Refinishing

7,000

people who follow the
Villager

acebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

www.landscapesbyscott.com

lemgﬁpace

LANDSCAPES

Scott Solomonson's cell:

612.868.7787
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FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

LARGE STUDIO on South Cleveland
Avenue. 2 blocks to Village. On Bus.
AC, assigned off-street parking, elec-
tric range, microwave. Large sliding
door closets, carpet, storage closet &
laundry. Controlled entrance. $895/
month plus electricity. Call 651-
324-2573.

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL

HIGHLAND VILLAGE. 1131 sq. ft. lower
level, multipurpose space. Customer/
client off street parking. On bus.
$950/month + utilities. 651-324-2573.

GRAND AVENUE. Newly renovated
1-2 person professional office suites.
Ideal for consultants, therapist, body-
work, etc. Priced from $350-$600.
Visit OxfordSquareGrand.com for de-
tails. Contact Ross, 612-824-7000, ext.
310r Sue Sauter, 612-824-7000, ext. 32.

OFFICE SPACE in Merriam Park church.
Ground floor. 250 sg. ft. $325/month.
If interested, call Bob, 651-263-3468.
No retail.

LEGAL NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user with
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to
be able to identify the true owner of
a business. 1. List the exact assumed
name under which the business is or
will be conducted: Virtuoso
Residential Design, LLC. 2. List the
Principal Place of Business: 417
Goodrich Avenue, Saint Paul,
Minnesota 55102 United States. 3. List
the name and complete street ad-
dress of all persons conducting busi-
ness under the above Assumed
Name, OR if an entity, provide the
legal corporate, LLC, or Limited
Partnership name and registered of-
fice address: Virtuoso Endeavors LLC;
417 Goodrich Avenue, Saint Paul,
Minnesota 55102 United States. 4. |,
the undersigned, certify that | am

LEGAL NOTICES

signing this document as the person
whose signature is required, or as
agent of the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who has au-
thorized me to sign this document on
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. |
further certify that | have completed
all required fields, and that the infor-
mation in this document is true and
correct and in compliance with the
applicable chapter of Minnesota
Statutes. | understand that by signing
this document | am subject to the
penalties of perjury as set forth in
Section 609.48 as if | had signed this
document under oath. Date filed:
September 30, 2020. Signed by:
Zachary Stelter

DON’T

Replace your
windows

“Providing Effective
Alternatives to
Window Replacement”

Restoration

WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
ISA Certified Arborist
Dave 6514925216

WROUGHT IRON
PAINTING

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

Mike
MoHs

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

I L]
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights * Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood * Gutters

\_Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209

MN Lic. 90005456)

HELP
WANTED

Get paid to exercise!

Newspaper delivery people for
both employee and independent
contractor positions.

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave.,, St. Paul, MN 55103

_ SERVICE DIRECTORY

Steigauf Brothers GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Interior & Exterior
~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE

LANDSCAP|NG’ LAWN h ¢ Free Estimates ® References
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES EXTERIORS BY DESIGN

Residential & Commercial
Call Jesse 651-206-2454

Mark Steigan 651-698-0395 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com 1

=% SNOWBLOWER TUNE U

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years
PLUMBING & We service most makes

6 5 1.699,1232 HEATING INC. and sl NEW! ECMD

1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8 444 N, Prior * St. Paul 55104 ¢ 651-645-1443  Pickup & Delivery
For All Your Plumbing Needs... Visit our website: www.merriamparkrepair.com -« Established 1989
' -
Bu rton S Ra in 8-Time Super Service Award Winner

- v
Gutter Service &ul www.earlsfloorsanding.com

: Floor Sanlling
* Clean » Repair » Install >Sanding  >Install  Refinishing

Serving area since 1973 *Repair  >Maintenance
Burton R. Johnson

1864 Grand Ave. 651699-8900 61 2 = 290-1 5 3 3

BUILDING THE FUTURE -
RESTORING THE PAST

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in...
@ Patching
@ New Stucco

 SMITH COLE

STUCCO (& STONE

#BC738852

Angies list

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

7 National
NWEFA) Wood Flooring
7. Association

Aaron Cole

\ 5»}‘:»}5!'

Lance Smith

©® Window/Stucco Repairs
@ Re-Stucco

® Stone-New & Repair
@ Sandblasting

612.709.4980 SMITHCOLE.COM

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSPAPER!

The future of your neighborhood’s newspaper is on the line.
Buy your one-year subscription for just $59.88 today!

DELIVERY ADDRESS ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

Name

Street Address

City

State

Zip Code

Phone Number

Email Address

VILLAGER

Do not delay, mail this form with your check today: Villager, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116.
To pay with your credit card, visit our website at https://myvillager.com/subscribe/



JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

651-253-6830

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

DEBBIE WHITAKER
THE HIVE

612-532-1490

\
KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

TOM & MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.

631-698-2481

coldwellbankerhomes.com

LOVELY Nokomis home is beautifully updat-
ed and move-in ready! Gracious sun-filled
living room is ideal for entertaining. Walking
distance to Lake Nokomis,
dining, schools, grocery.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264 * $438,000

et e B
BROWNSTONES OF SUMMIT

Darling 1BR, 1BA condo at the Brownstones of
Summit. Top level unit w/wonderful private deck.
Hrdwd flrs. Updated kitchen. New in-unit washer/
dryer. C/A. Fabulous Private entry.

Listed on Nat'l Reg. of historic plac-

es. Contact T) for a private showing.
www.Tjsavvyrealtor.com | >

TJ PIERRET 5
651-755-6669 « $169,900

*

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.

631-227-9144

COLDWELL BANKER

SOLD IN MULTIPLES!

This home sold quickly and sellers are delight-
ed! Our proactive and customized marketing
plan included a virtual tour for ease of show-
ings. Let us put our creative

skills, market knowledge and

experience to work for YOU too!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264

2006 MARSHALL AVENUE

Let this warm and gracious home open its
arms and welcome you in! Incredible detail-
ing, 5 BR, 3BA, private yard boasts perenni-
als and mature trees. Walk-to

location in historical Merriam

Park and the river combine to

make this a must-see.

NANCY K MAAS
651-235-8581 * $519,000

= e

SOLD IN 2 DAYS IN STRONG FALL MARKET!
Thinking of selling? We put together a win-
ning staging plan for this Hamline - Midway
home. Put our expertise to work for you
- contact us for a free consultation today!
1511 Blair Avenue. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
MICHAELA TOOHEY |7 (a
PHILIP WAHLBERG

651-282-9617

$265,000

o

NEW IN SHADOW FALLS!

Sun-drenched and impeccably main-
tained 5BR, 4 bath Colonial just steps
to the River. State-of-the-art upgrades
and improvements with high-

end finishes await. 2262

Riverwood Place. Call Lolly

for details 612-810-4138.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 * $895,000

NEW LISTING!

Unique condo in highly desirable Cathedral
Hilll This 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo fea-
tures large living spaces, original details &
woodwork throughout, as wel

as an updated bath. Includes

separate garage. Beautifully

maintained building & grounds.

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

e

EXCEPTIONAL!!!

295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq.
ft. to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed

for comfortable everyday

living as well. Quality con-

struction and finishes.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $3,499,000

2685 WINDSOR LANE IN WOODBURY!

Is new to the market and has it all - 4BR's,
4BA's, 3 car gar, lovely lot w/deck & play structure.
Hardwood floors & vaulted master suite, main floor
and LL family rooms complete with

fireplaces & lower level wet bar plus

main floor laundry-all in move-in

condition. Immediate possession!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 * $359,900

643 SUMMIT AVENUE, SAINT PAUL, MN 55105
Lovely red brick row house has southwest
exposure over historic Summit Avenue.
Bright and airy with designer finishes and
modern amenities throughout,

allowing easy transition to
low-maintenance lifestyle.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619 « $725,000

REALTY

DARE TO DREAM!

Magnificent 5BR, 5BA masterpiece on prestigious
Summit Avenue. Amazin? attention to detail, includ-
ing rich black walnut millwork, gleaming hardwood.

Gorgeous kitchen, owner's suite,
bonus third level, rare attached 3-car.

1365 Summit Avenue. *click on | s
www.teamedelstein.com

4
TOM EDELSTEIN crs, a8k $
651-695-4300 + $847000 |\

JUST LISTED!

Charming 4BR 2BA Highland home.
Spacious main level with hardwood floors,
fireplace & 3BR on same level. Large eat-
in kitchen with new appli-

ances. Versatile lower level.

2-car fully insulated garage.
www.RobbieGrossman.com

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887 » $325,000

ONE LEVEL LIVING!!

665 Howell St S: Handsome all brick
2 bedroom rambler situated on a very
quiet street. Spacious room sizes,
hardwood flooring, wood

burning fireplace, and

unfinished lower level.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 + $465,000

%j'l,““v{ |UL’I_1 EEE

716 MAPLE PARK GOURT!

Exceptional 4 BR, 5 BA brick colonial with
all the bells and whistles set on breathtak-
ing acre-plus lot. Absolutely in impeccable
condition and meticulously

maintained by only second

owners. The finest in Ivy Falls!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 * $1,150,000

i
[ == : £ o

163 VIRGINIA STREET, SAINT PAUL, MN 55102
Beautiful Victorian with old world character
and quality updates! Large front porch leads
into an expansive foyer with sweeping open
staircase-amazing mill work

and detail!

socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619 « $700,000

MICHELE DuMOND
651-283-7996

HENRY EDELSTEIN
651-270-1667

TOM EDELSTEIN
651-695-4300

SPEGTAGULAR PENTHOUSE GONDO!
Discover over 7400 sq. ft. of luxurious living in this
3BR, 5BA, boasting walls of windows with treetop
views! Elegant living room, formal dining, dream kitch-
en. Lavish owner's suite with private
bath, 5-garage stalls + more! 1830
Eagle Ridge Drive #3010. *click on
www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 * $350,000

TUDOR CLASSIC!

This captivating 4BR, 2BA Tudor is a blend of
thoughtful updates and original charm. Formal
dining plus breakfast nook, sparkling sunroom, liv-
ing room with fireplace. Hardwood

floors, built-ins, backyard oasis,

2-carl 576 Fairview Avenue.

*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667 » $425,000

JUST LISTED!!
2155 Bayard: Stunning 3 bedroom Tudor
style in impeccable condition, updated
kitchen with large eating area and high
end appliances, Fabulous

2nd floor bedroom with ideal

space for a bath, delightful

rear porch and deck.

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556 * $465,000

1400 SUMMIT

Enchanting Gingerbread Tudor. 4BR’s, 5BA's
with formal and informal gathering areas. State
of the art improvements and high end finishes
include new boiler, furace & central air, slate
roof & copper gutters, and an incredible kitchen.

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 + $1,200,000 N
MORAGHAN DeROSIA

952-486-3697 * $1,200,000

1882 FERONIA AVENUE, SAINT PAUL, MN 55104
Coffered ceilings, hardwood floors,
built-ins and leaded glass highlight true
vintage character while brilliant modern
design touches keep things

fresh and relevant.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

MYA HONEYWELL
651-329-3619 * $475,000

ABE GLEESON
651-329-1990

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN
612-810-4138

DAVID NOYES, JR.
REAL ESTATE GROUP
651-233-0748

NANGY MAAS
651-235-8581

SARAH KINNEY
651-282-9621

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488

JOE JULIETTE
651-261-9588

SUE JOHNSON
GOOD COMPANY
651-329-1264

MYA HONEYWELL
THE HIVE

651-329-3619

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887




