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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

With a room full of Republicans
welcoming Rep. Robert Aderholt,
Franklin County Republican
Executive Committee Chairman
Jerry Mays used the opportunity to
introduce Franklin County’s newest
Republican—Ralton Baker.

Baker became the latest local
elected official to change from the
Democratic Party to the Republican
Party.

The six-term Franklin County
Board of Education District one
member said he had considered
changing parties for a long time, and
decided this was the appropriate
time to do so.

“The national Democratic Party has
moved so far left that the things they
stand for concerned me,” Baker said.
“This is not about getting elected
again. This is about what the

Democratic Party has come at our
nation with and the fact that those

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Franklin County voters will have six
Constitutional amendments to
decide on the November 3, 2020,
general election ballot, in addition to
federal, state and local races.

Franklin County Probate Judge
Barry Moore is urging voters to famil-
iarize themselves with these amend-
ments so they can make a quicker
decision when marking their ballots
on election day.

“With social distancing there is only
a limited amount of voters who can
come into the polling place at one

time, so this is one way for voters to
speed up the process by under-
standing the effect of these amend-
ments before election day,” Moore
said.

With credit to Alabama Secretary of
State John Merrill and the Fair Ballot
Commission, the Franklin Free Press
offers voters the following neutral
explanations of the six Constitutional
amendments. The full wording of the
amendment is listed, followed by an
explanation of what the amendment
would do:

Amendment One: Proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of

Baker changes affiliation to
Republican Party

Voters urged to ‘familiarize’
themselves with amendments

on ballot

See ‘BAKER,’ page 4

See ‘AMENDMENTS,’ page  4

PHOTO BY JOHN PILATI
Baker (left) pictured with Rep. Robert
Aderholt.  Baker recently switched his

party affiliation from the Democratic
Party to the Republican Party.



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Kathie Jeanette Lindsey Smith, 67, of Hodges,
passed away on Thursday, October 15th.  Interment at

Winston Memorial Gardens.

Heriberta Josefina Villada, 82, of Russellville,
passed away on Friday, October 15th.  Interment at

Our Holy Cross Cemetery.

Perry W. Whitlock, 73, of Russellville, passed away
on Saturday, October 17th.  Interment at Ramsey

Cemetery.

Larry Douglas Wilbanks, 70, of Phil Campbell,
passed away on Tuesday, October 13th.  Interment at

Old Town Creek Cemetery.

Herman “Corky” Gilbert Williams, 84, of
Russellville, passed away on Thursday, October 15th.

Interment at Franklin Memory Gardens.



CONTEST WINNERS
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COURTESY PHOTO
Congratulations to Russellville Elementary School student Isabella Malone for

her Best Overall Entry in the Franklin Free Press/Franklin County Census
Committee Poster Contest. She is a student in Melissa Greenhillʼs class.

COURTESY PHOTO
FOLLOW YOUR NOSE: Brookelynn Davis, a

student in Melissa Greenhillʼs class at
Russellville Elementary School, won the
Most Creative Entry in the Franklin Free

Press/Franklin County Census Committeeʼs
Poster Contest. Brookelynn received a $100

prize.

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act,
Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1 through 32-13-8, the following

motor vehicle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on November 17th,
2020, at M&N Wrecker & Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South,

Russellville, Al, 35653. Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and
the right to bid.

2003 Chevrolet Silverado
VIN #: 2GCEC19T231136056

tag 49CD714



For updates on news and sports, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘AMENDMENTS,’ from page 1
Alabama of 1901, to amend  Article VIII of the

Constitution of Alabama of 1901, now appearing
as Section 177of the Official Recompilation of the
Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended, to
provide that only a citizen of the United States has
the right to vote.

—The Alabama Constitution grants the right to
vote to United States citizens who meet certain
requirements. This amendment will not change
those requirements, but if approved, the language
will grant the right to vote to “only” United States
citizens. 

Even if the amendment is defeated, the
Constitution still will grant the right to vote to all
United States citizens who meet the listed require-
ments.

Amendment Two: Proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to increase
the membership of the Judicial Inquiry
Commission and further provide for the appoint-
ment of the additional members; further provide
for the membership of the Court of the Judiciary
and further provide for the appointment of the
additional members; further provide for the
process of disqualifying an active judge; repeal
provisions providing for the impeachment of
Supreme Court Justices and appellate judges and
the removal for cause of the judges of the district
and circuit courts, judges of the probate courts,
and judges of certain other courts by the Supreme
Court; delete the authority of the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court to appoint an Administrative
Director of Courts; provide the Supreme Court of
Alabama with authority to appoint an
Administrative Director of Courts; require the
Legislature to establish procedures for the

appointment of the Administrative Director of
Courts; delete the requirement that a district court
hold court in each incorporated municipality with a
population of 1,000 or more when there is no
municipal court; provide that the procedure for the
filling of vacancies in the office of a judge may be
changed by local constitutional amendment;
delete certain language relating to the position of
constable holding more than one state office;
delete a provision providing for the temporary
maintenance of the prior judicial system; repeal
the office of circuit solicitor; and make certain non-
substantive stylistic changes.

—If Alabama voters approve Amendment Two, a
bill previously passed by the Alabama Legislature
will become law. This act creates a process to fill
vacancies in the position of the Administrative
Director of Courts.

The six changes to Alabama’s judicial system
proposed by this Amendment include: 

—District courts do not have to hold municipal
court in a city with a population of less than 1,000.

—The Alabama Supreme Court, not the Chief
Justice, would appoint the Administrative Director
of Courts.

—The total membership of the Judicial Inquiry
Commission would increase from nine to 11.

—The governor, rather than the lieutenant gov-
ernor, would appoint a member of the Court of the
Judiciary, which hears complaints filed against
judges.

—A judge would be prevented from being auto-
matically disqualified from office simply because a
complaint was filed with the Judicial Inquiry
Commission.

—Only the Court of the Judiciary would have

authority to remove a judge from office.
Amendment Three: Proposing an amendment to

the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to provide
that a judge, other than a judge of probate,
appointed to fill a vacancy would serve an initial
term until the first Monday after the second
Tuesday in January following the next general
election after the judge has completed two years
in office.

—Alabama law provides that the initial term for a
person appointed to fill a vacant judgeship lasts
until the first Monday after the second Tuesday in
January following the next general election held
after the person has completed one year in office
or the remainder of the original term of the judge
elected to the office, whichever is longer.

This amendment would change that to a term
lasting until the first Monday after the second
Tuesday in January following the next general
election held after the person has completed two
years in office. Then, the election would fill the
judicial office for a full term.

Amendment Four: Proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to authorize
the Legislature to recompile the Alabama
Constitution and submit it during the 2022 Regular
Session, and provide a process for its ratification
by the voters of this state.

—Under existing law, Alabama’s constitution
may only be changed during a Constitutional
Convention or when a majority of voters approve
a constitutional amendment. If approved,
Amendment Four would allow the Alabama
Legislature, in 2022, to draft a rearranged version
of the constitution that would allow removal of

See ‘AMENDMENTS,’ Page 5

‘BAKER,’ from page 1
views don’t align with me.”
The process to change parties for an elected official begins with a request being made to the local

Republican Executive Committee. There is usually an interview with the official and a subsequent vote
by the committee.

Mays welcomed Baker to the local Republican Party and said he has been contacted by other elect-
ed officials also interested in changing parties.

“It goes back to what brought the Republican Party to life—the Democratic Party is not the Democratic
Party of the past,” Mays said. “They have some extreme views that do not coincide with the thinking of
Franklin County residents. He’s not leaving the Democratic Party. The Democratic Party left Ralton
Baker.”

Baker, whose six-year term runs out in 2024, has not decided whether he will seek a seventh term on
the Board of Education.

The announcement came at a luncheon at the 43 Grill with Aderholt as the featured guest. Aderholt,
who was first elected to Congress in 1996, faces Democratic nominee Rick Neighbors in the November
3, 2020, general election.

Aderholt recalled his 1996 campaign and the encouragement and support he received from Franklin
County Republicans.

“Lowell Moore was my first coordinator in Franklin County when I ran in 1996. I want to thank him for
his support and thank all of you for your support as well,” Aderholt said.

In addition to asking those in attendance for their vote, Aderholt also put in an encouraging word for
President Donald Trump.

“This election is about the direction this country is going to take. It’s not about Donald Trump or Joe
Biden. It’s about what direction we will go as a country,” Aderholt said.

“I am encouraged by the way Donald Trump has moved our country and how he’s brought common
sense to the White House. It’s a breath of fresh air to have someone in the White House who resonates
on issues like bringing jobs back to America and bringing back traditional values to our country,” he
added.

The November 3rd election will see Franklin County voters deciding two local races, Franklin County
Commission District Two and District Four. The Republican incumbents, Jason Miller and David Hester,
face off against the Democratic nominees, Mitchell Hamilton and Judy Bullen.

“I’m excited about election day, both locally and nationally,” Mays said. “We expect to be very pleased
at the end of the day.”
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Don’t forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

For news updates throughout the week, don’t forget to check us
out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

‘AMENDMENTS,’ from page 4

7:30 - 11 p.m.

racist language, language that is repeated or no longer applies, and to com-
bine language related to economic development or language that relates to
the same county.

Amendment Five: Relating to Franklin County, proposing an amendment to
the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to provide that a person is not liable for
using deadly physical force in self-defense or in the defense of another per-
son on the premises of a church under certain conditions.

—Alabama’s ‘Stand Your Ground’ law states that a person may use reason-
able physical force without having to retreat. If approved, Rep. Jamie Kiel’s
Amendment One would add a special ‘Stand Your Ground” law applying to
churches in Franklin County. Persons using such force in defense of a
church or church member would not be prosecuted.

Kiel explained that he wants church security teams to be able to serve and
protect their congregations without having to worry about being hauled into
court.

“We’ve seen on the news that our churches, especially rural churches, are
vulnerable to attack. Law enforcement is often several minutes away when
called upon to respond,” Kiel said. 

“Because of this, many churches have security teams to protect their con-
gregations. This amendment will extend “Stand Your Ground” protection to
church security team members who may be pursuing a threat in another part
of the church campus. We need to be sure that our security teams are pro-
tected from prosecution if and when they are called upon to protect the
church from attack.”

Amendment Six: Relating to Lauderdale County, proposing an amendment
to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to provide that a person is not liable
for using deadly physical force in self-defense or in the defense of another
person on the premises of a church under certain conditions.

—Similar to Amendment Five, but applicable to Lauderdale County citi-
zens, Amendment Six would add a special “Stand Your Ground” law that
applies to churches in Lauderdale County.



The Franklin County Health Department will offer a Flu Shot Clinic on Friday,
October 30, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., at First Free Will Baptist Church, 16140

Highway 43 in Russellville. Please bring your insurance cards, Blue Cross Blue
Shield, All Kids, Medicaid or Medicare. If you do not have insurance, the cost will be $5.

The NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies free and low-
cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a disability or a chronic illness,

regardless of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may also be eligible.
For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx today. There is no charge for this service.
Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-389-0529 and ask for Paula Pardue. This
program is in partnership with the state of Alabama and Alabama Department of Senior

Services.  

LifeSouth Community Blood Center will host a blood drive at Russellville
Hospital on Thursday, October 22, 2020 from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.

LifeSouth is the primary supplier of blood products to Russellville Hospital.  Please contact
Deborah Lindsey to schedule an appointment at 256-332-8676 or by email at deborah.lind-
sey@russellvillehospital.org.   Please be sure to bring your photo ID when you donate.
Everyone who signs up to donate will receive a free T-shirt, an appetizer card from Texas
Roadhouse, a free cookie dough card from Papa Murphy’s and a free meal ticket from
Russellville Hospital.  We will also be giving away DOOR PRIZES! All donors with a suc-
cessful donation will receive COVID-19 antibody screening.  Results can be accessed via the
LifeSouth donor portal within seven days of your donation. Go to www.lifesouth.org to log
in to the donor portal.

The Lawrence County Health Department will hold a Drive-Thru Flu Clinic on
October 22, 2020, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., or while supplies last. The clinic will

be held in the parking lot of the Lawrence County Health Department, 13299 Hwy. 157, in
Moulton. They will accept Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Medicaid and Medicare. If uninsured,
cost will be $5. No one will be turned away due to inability to pay.

Southeastern Pro Wrestling presents the Thanksgiving Throwdown, November
7, 2020, at the Russellville Recreation enter, 201 Ash Avenue. Doors open 6:30

p.m., with bell time at 7:30 p.m. Main event features “Cowboy” Dusty MacWilliams vs. the
“Suicidal Beast” Bryant Woods. Tickets $10, with kids 5 and under free.

The United Methodist Women will sponsor their annual Rummage/Bake Sale
from 7am until 5pm Friday, November 6th, and 7am until 11am Saturday,

November 7th, in the Ministry Center directly behind the First United Methodist Church in
downtown Russellville. This event is held to raise money for local and foreign missions.
Items for sale include household goods, furniture, books, and white elephants. Cakes, pies,
and other homemade baked goods are available for purchase. Due to the statewide mask man-
date, the wearing of masks and practicing social distancing is required. “We will wear masks
to protect you and we ask that you mask to protect us!”



October 21-24

New

shipment of

Christmas decór!



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor, photos and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. And don’t forget to visit us online

at www.franklinfreepress.net for updates on news and sports all throughout the week!
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A QUEEN AND HER COURT

PHOTOS BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
The 2020 Russellville High School Homecoming court consisted of 13 seniors including Kenya Lopez who was crowned homecoming

queen. The homecoming court from left to right: Iris Salgado, Madison Calderon, Kenya Lopez, Ava Oliver, Lily Pounders, Madalyn
Warhurst, Callie Palmer, Lauren Sturdivant, Annsley Gault, Anna Byars, Ashlyn DeArman, Shelby Carson, Karly Tidwell.





YARD SALES

Great fall garage sale!
Rain or shine.  3890,

Waterloo Rd., two and a
half miles past high

school.  Friday &
Saturday, October 23rd
& 24th.  Lots of beautiful

things. Many colors of
glassware, Hull & McCoy

Pottery, planters &
stands, fancy perfume
bottles, jewelry boxes,

nine wall pockets, set of
English ironstone dishes
with serving pieces and
coffee set, “Merry old

England” pattern, chairs,
desk milk bottles,

seashore decor, adult
clothes L & XL and much

more!

Yard Sale.
Friday/Saturday, Oct.
23/24. 8 a.m.-until.

Backwoods Bargains on
Hwy. 24 East in

Russellville.

PERSONAL

Looking for firewood.
Spruce Pine area. (256)-

332-4037.

FOR SALE

For Sale—10 acres of
land. Part clear land,
part woodland. Good
drive—accessible for

house trailers. Fairview
Road. Quarter mile off
Waterloo Road on the

right. Contact Raymond
Timmons at 256-627-

8303 or 256-332-5789.

TV for Sale. Sanyo 26-
inch, Color flat screen
with remote/manual.
$50. 256-332-7874.

FOR RENT

One bedroom furnished
apartment with TV and pri-

vate entrance.
Call (256)-332-5081 or

(256)-627-1916 for more
information.

One bedroom unfurnished
apartment.  Stove and

refrigerator, private
entrance, patio.

Call (256)-332-5081 or
(256)-627-1916 for more

information.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at Noon;

Real Estate-Homes,
acreage, lots for sale or

rent. $25 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 40

words per ad; Vehicles,
Boats, RVs, Motorcycles
for sale. $15 for six con-
secutive weeks. Up to 25
words per ad; Pets For

Sale only $10 for six con-
secutive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,

Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word limit;
Commercial Classified

Rates: $25 for Businesses,
15 words or less for six
weeks. Ads exceeding
word limit add $10 per

additional 15 words. The

number in parentheses
represents the number of

times the ad has
appeared. Call us at 256-
332-0255 to place, cancel

or renew your ad.
Payment is required in

advance of publication for
ads.

HOUSE FOR SALE:
11868 HWY 43, Russellville, AL 35653. Listed at $158,000 if you are looking for a

home that you can make your own with minimal investment? This 3 bedroom 3
bath home with a convertible study/office would be perfect! This property of over

1,950 square feet, has two large living spaces that would be great for entertaining.
The kitchen includes a pantry and breakfast area. This home also has a bonus

apartment of 400 square feet, detached from the home. The apartment has a full
kitchen, bath, and central heating and air. This property also includes a side lot for

future expansion. This large corner lot property is waiting for you!
If you are interested please call Virtuous Realty Group. p:256-858-1945 or 256-

508-6764 or mailto:email%3Ainfo@virtuousrealtygroup.com.  

Eventually, we will phase out this COVID-19
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Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RUSSELLVILLE - A lot has changed since 2015.
Across the last five years, players and coaches

have come and gone and region opponents are
vastly different.

2015 was the last time Russellville was able to
lay claim to the region title and while there were
instances where the Golden Tigers had come
close to getting over the hump, that return to
claiming the title remained elusive… until Friday
night.

After beating East Limestone 35-19 to move
their region record to 5-0 on the year, the Golden
Tigers were able to once again call themselves
champions of their region. 

For head coach John Ritter, winning the first
region title in his third season at the helm of the
Russellville program is the result of a process
years in the making.

“Anytime you can win the region championship,
it’s a great feeling.  I’m really proud for our kids
who have worked really hard for three years to get
to this point to have an opportunity to not only play
for the region title but also win it and come out on
top against a very rough and very good East

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

See ʻACCOMPLISHED,  ̓page 12

Tigers turn focus to
Colbert County,

eyeing second seed
in 2A Region Eight

After clinching their first region title since 2015 with a win over East Limestone last Friday night,
Russellville now sets their sights on making a deep dive into the playoffs in a year unlike any other.

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RED BAY - It wasn’t the outcome that Red Bay
head coach Michael Jackson and his squad were
hoping for, but the Tigers were still able to come
away with a few positives following Friday night’s
35-8 loss to Mars Hill.  

One of those positives is the notion that the
Tigers will be familiar with the Panther’s scheme
and athleticism were the two schools to find them-
selves against one another yet again sometime in
the playoffs.

“You’re more prepared to play a team like that.
One that’s already beaten 5A and 6A schools this
year so you’re not shocked and the skill level that
they’ve got.  So I think that if we are to match up
with them again in the playoffs will play into our
favor when that time comes,” Jackson said.

Going into Friday night’s match up, Jackson and
the Tigers knew what to expect from the Panthers
and despite the loss, Jackson believes that it’s
only a matter of when, not if, the two squads will
square off again.  

“We know going into playing a team of that skill
level that you’ve got to execute and you’ve got to
make sure that you don’t put yourself in a bad sit-
uation and make good plays.  I felt like they were
stronger than us up front because we weren’t
100% in terms of our personnel to match up with
them up front,” Jackson said.  “We understand the
speed that they played with and we’ve just got to
move forward.  The goal is for us to get back to
how we play and get ready for this week.  We’re
more than likely going to be playing those guys
again so we’ve got to work to get better each week

See ʻTIGERS,  ̓page 14

Wednesday

at 4 PM

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
Russellville - Warhurst, (pic-
tured below with ball), was a
came away with three touch-
downs for the Golden Tigers in
their region-clinching win over
East Limestone.



Wood-Thompson Insurance
130 N Jackson Ave. Russellville 

256-332-1381
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

JOB OPPORTUNITY
The Franklin County Commission will accept applications for

the following position(s): 

Corrections Officer/Dispatcher

in the Franklin County Commission Office until 5:00 PM on
Friday, October 30, 2020. 

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed or
emailed upon request from the Franklin County Commission
Office, located at 405 N. Jackson Avenue, Monday – Friday,

8:00 AM to 5:00 PM or applications are available at
www.franklincountyal.org under the Careers tab. 
Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and

does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national ori-
gin, sex, religion, age or disability in the employment or the

provision of services.
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‘ACCOMPLISHED,’ from page 11

PUBLIC
NOTICE

In accordance with the
Alabama Abandoned Motor
Vehicle Act, Alabama Code

Sections 32-13-1 through 32-
13-8, the following motor

vehicle will be sold for cash
at 10:30 a.m., on November
17th, 2020, at M&N Wrecker

& Service Center, 11833
Hwy. 43 South, Russellville,
Al, 35653. Seller reserves

the right to reject any bid
and the right to bid.

2004 Chevrolet Monte Carlo
TAG 33CL157

VIN 2G1WW12E649439389

1995 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN No. 1J4FJ28S4SL50162

no TAG

2010 Chevrolet Silverado
TAG 33BK564

VIN No.
3GCRCSE00AG12264

Limestone team,” Ritter said.  
An added layer that makes this region title victory stand out from those in

recent memory is the fact that this championship comes during the 100th
season of Golden Tiger football.  

While the Golden Tigers haven’t been able to celebrate the century mark
for the program the way that the school had hoped due to COVID-19, Ritter
says that due to the unusual circumstances that accompanied this season
combined with the 100th season makes the region title feel a bit more spe-
cial.

“We had a lot of special plans for this year and we had made a lot of reno-
vations  this year including the jumbotron, and we wanted to be able to use
those improvements as part of the celebration.  We wanted to get some of
the older guys that had played here years ago and not only recognize and
celebrate this years team, but all the teams that have played here across the
years and obviously COVID has thrown a wrench into those plans,” Ritter
said.  “To go through this year and to have the type of year that we’ve had
considering all the circumstances that have come along with this unprece-
dented pandemic is great.  It really makes it that much sweeter.”

Of course Ritter and his squad hopes that a region title is just the tip of the
iceberg for this Golden Tiger squad that boasts an elite run game paired with
a defense so dominant that it has only allowed 40 total points across five
region games.

A big reason for the dominance of the Golden Tiger run game has been
their ability to rely on multiple backs to get the job done on the ground.

After Arrieon “Boots” McCulloch went down with an arm injury against
Hartselle, the Golden Tigers had to shift gears and find a reliable tailback to
pair up with Caleb Matthews to take some of the pressure off of the senior
back.  As it turns out, quarterback-turned-tailback Conner Warhurst was the
right man for the job as he has been key for the Russellville offense since
picking up more carries beginning in the Golden Tigers 41-3 victory over
Ardmore two weeks ago.

Last week was no different as Warhurst continued his fine stretch of rush-
ing attacks finishing the night against East Limestone with 72 yards on twelve
carries to go along with three touchdowns on the night.

To get the level of offensive output that the Golden Tigers have gotten out
See ʻACCOMPLISHED,  ̓page 15
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JOB OPPORTUNITY
The Franklin County Commission will accept applications for the following

position: 

Roadway Maintenance Technician (RMT II – RMT V)

in the Franklin County Commission Office until 5:00 PM on Friday, October
30, 2020.

Highway Department Officials are looking for skilled equipment operators
and truck drivers that are qualified to safely operate any or all of the follow-

ing: Dump truck, tractor trailer/lowboy, tractor/bush hog, skid steer, mini
excavator, motor grader, pothole patching truck, chip sealing equipment,

paving equipment, etc. The type and level of experience will be considered
in determining the most qualified for these positions.  

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed or emailed
upon request from the Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405
N. Jackson Avenue, Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM or applications

are available at www.franklincountyal.org under the Careers tab. 
If you have any questions or need any additional information, please con-

tact David Palmer, County Engineer at (256)332-8434.
Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does not

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age
or disability in the employment or the provision of services.

so that we can get to that point.”
After a first half that saw the Tigers allow 21 points to the Panthers, the Red

Bay defense that has been a staple of the sustained streak of winning looked
as though it was returning to form after allowing just two scores in the sec-
ond half.

That defense will have to be near its top form as the Tigers head to
Leighton this Friday night to take on a Colbert County squad that averages
over 31 points per game.  The winner between the Tigers and Indians will
claim the rights to the number two seed in 2A Region Eight.

Going back-to-back weeks in high-stakes games for the Tigers might be
cause for concern seeing as though both games had playoff seeding impli-
cations.  After all, this squad hasn’t done much losing over the previous two
seasons with their only losses in the past two years coming during the play-
offs.

However, Jackson is confident that once his guys return to practice and
acclimate to bouncing back after a tough loss, they’ll return to form.

“The major thing is for us to regroup really fast because this is a good
Colbert County group.  This is the first time that our guys have practiced
after a loss in the past two years because we’ve only lost in the playoffs the
previous two seasons,” Jackson said.  “We’ve got to take care of our mis-
takes and when you point that out to them about what we did here and
what we did there and
how successful we
could have been if we
did things differently,
that gets their minds
right and ready to play
this week.”

Jackson knows what
the Tigers are up
against this week in
Colbert County and
knows what his guys
need to do to be suc-
cessful and clinch the
number two seed in
their region.

“We’ve got to be able
to play in space
against Colbert
County.  They’ve got a
lot of skill guys that will
put you out in space
and we’ve got to be
able to control that part
of the game,” Jackson
said.  “Controlling the
speed and athleticism is how you go about handling them and we’re really
focusing on that this week.”



For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Conner Warhurst
Quarterback, Russellville

Sophomore
Warhurst led the rushing attack for

Russellville en route to their first region
title since 2015 in a 35-19 victory over
East Limestone.  The sophomore quar-
terback for the Golden Tigers account-
ed for 72 yards on 12 carries with three
touchdowns on the night including a
15-yard carry into the end zone to kick
off the scoring on the night for
Russellville.

Week 7: October 24th

NC State vs.
North Carolina

Auburn vs. Ole
Miss

Alabama vs.
Tennessee

Iowa State vs.
Oklahoma State

Kentucky vs.
Missouri

South Carolina
vs. LSU

Michigan vs.
Minnesota

Cincinnati vs.
SMU

Oklahoma vs.
TCU

Nebraska vs.
Ohio State

North Carolina

Ole Miss

Alabama

Oklahoma State

Kentucky

LSU

Michigan

Cincinnati

Oklahoma

Ohio State

Baylor Texas

BEAT BAILEY IS BACK! Submit your picks to us each week in one of two ways: Fill out the entry
form on this page and mail it to us at 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, AL 35653, or email your
picks to us along with your name and number at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Picks sent in by mail
for Week 7 must be postmarked by Friday, October 23rd, and picks submitted by email for Week

7 must be received by Saturday, October 24th at 10 a.m. Each week, the contestant who correctly
picks the most games will win a free T-shirt and the chance to pick in the grand-prize final-week contest.

If multiple contestants correctly pick the same number of games in a given week, the tiebreaker score
will be used to determine a winner. Contestants are only eligible to win the weekly contest once. No

multiple winners allowed. ONE entry per telephone number.  Thanks for playing, and good luck!

Bailey’s Pick

Congrats to Week 6 winner Alicia Lambert, who correctly picked 6 out of the 8 games that
were played and also won the tiebreaker between Memphis and UCF!

‘ACCOMPLISHED,’ from page 13
of the sophomore back might be surprising to some, but not to his head

coach.
“I’m not surprised at all. Because he’s a winner.  We started playing (Gabe)

Amick more at quarterback and with the injury to Boots we’ve shifted Conner
to more of a tailback role and that’s what he’s played for us the last two
weeks and that joker is taking advantage of every opportunity that he’s given.
That’s just the kind of player he is,” Ritter said.  “He’s a hard-worker, a win-
ner, and just very football savvy.  We’re going to try looking at him in some
defensive situations for us as we get closer to the playoffs because the kid is
just a ballplayer.”

Russellville closes the book on their 2020 region season this Friday night
as they take on Lee Huntsville at home and the Golden Tigers will be look-
ing for their third undefeated region finish since 2010.

While it might be easy with a region title under their belt for the Golden
Tigers to look past these last two weeks of the season, Ritter says that the
mindset for his squad is the exact opposite.

“We approach every week the same, we’re going to worry about
Russellville.  Continue to work to improve in the areas we need to improve
on to make a successful run in the playoffs.  We’re not looking ahead to
Madison Academy or whoever we match up against in the playoffs, we’re
solely focused on Lee and what our job is this week,” Ritter said.  “It’s easy
to have a let down when you have two emotional weeks in a row so we need
great senior leadership to make sure that we’re focused every day this week
to improve and where we need to be to give our best effort.”

Matthews finished his night against East Limestone 16 carries for 119
yards.  Amick completed seven passes for 138 yards and a touchdown
through the air to TJ King who caught four of Amick’s passes for 67 yards.
Nathan Brockway hauled in two catches for 51 yards and Banks Langston
caught one pass for 20 yards.
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