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From your Tempe/Kyrene Corridor neighbors: A Happy Hallowiener photo album. Pages 12-13                         — Photo by Billy Hardiman for Wrangler News

Hover over the QR code with your 
cellphone camera and click the 

prompt to visit WranglerNews.com 

— CHANDLER, Page 11

‘I Choose Chandler’ aims
to maximize sales, minimize 
ongoing effects of downturn 

By Lee Shappell

As West Chandler businesses large and small suffered 
economic hardship during the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the city did not sit idly by. It wanted to know: 

To what extent were residents shopping more online? The trend 
began well before the pandemic hit, but there was concern that 
people quarantining in place might have exacerbated it. 

Did Chandler shoppers venture into neighboring 
communities? A restaurant in Ahwatukee? A specialty shop in 
Gilbert? A big-box in Mesa?

As a result, the city created the “I Choose Chandler” 
economic-development initiative to support the Chandler 
business community. It invited businesses to join a marketing 

campaign to make the public aware that patronizing local 
firms and nonprofits help keep them afloat, in turn amplifying 
Chandler’s economy. Messaging highlights the impact when 
residents shop, dine, volunteer and donate in Chandler.

The program also highlights precautions that businesses are 
taking to ensure customer health. 

Key messaging pillars include: keep dollars in the local 
economy, retain jobs and wealth, build a strong community and 
encourage entrepreneurship.

Teakwoods Tavern & Grill in West Chandler, which closed 
permanently during the height of the pandemic, is precisely 

105 candles and still going strong
Edna Minger still eats dark chocolate every other 
day, apparently with no worrisome side eff ects other 
than an ongoing sweet tooth. Read about the Class 
of 1933 valedictorian and her secrets to longevity. 
Other than dark chocolate, that is. Story on Page 19.

Meet the Tempe Elementary candidates
Six hopefuls, including two incumbents and four 
write-in candidates,  are vying for seats on the 
Tempe Elementary School District Governing
Board. The election will be held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 3. See their bios starting on Page 7.

More
stuff
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EVERY NEW
2020 EQUINOX

AT LEAST

$8,000 OFF
MSRP*

OVER 140 TO CHOOSE FROM

1150 N. 54th St., Chandler
480-735-0399 • www.FreewayChevy.com
*Prices are plus tax, title, lic, $289 VTR fee and $499 doc fee. Cannot be combined with other offers. Must select from inventory. Customer or Dealer added equipment will 
increase cost. Photos for illustration only, dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Vehicles available when submitted for production. Offers may change without notice. 
See dealer for details. Offers expire at end of day on 11/2/20.

F R E E W A Y   C H E V R O L E T
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Wrangler News: Corraling the Future 
Our readers, our advertisers, our community are the winners

LO NMLS 181399 • AZ LO-0929234   |   CO NMLS 1632608 • AZ MB-0942690

480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com
I love Tempe too !

25 years experience in the mortgage and real estate industry.

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

• Home purchase, refi nance AND reverse mortgages.
• One stop for all your home fi nancing needs.
•  Rates are historically low!  It’s a great time to refi .

                  Better rates. Better service. Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage.

480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com

                  Better rates. Better service. Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage                  Better rates. Better service. Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage                  Better rates. Better service. Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage

Local. Trusted.
In these volatile times, it’s nice to know 
you have a trusted mortgage advisor.

I can help you best determine how 
and when to use your home’s hard 
earned equity.

Mortgage rates are experiencing daily 
fl uctuations that can create great 
opportunity if you are ready.

I’m working with my clients today to 
get them ready to take advantage of 
upcoming opportunities. 

By Lee Shappell

In journalism, we try our best to avoid shameless 
plugs. That said, here is this week’s shameless plug on 
behalf of . . . Wrangler News and its advertisers. (Hey, 

we own the joint, we’re entitled!)
Advertising is the lifeblood of a media organization. 

Without that revenue, we can’t bring you the news, 
information and engagement that make us your go-to 
source for everything in South Tempe, West Chandler 
and a bit beyond. 

It costs money to do that.
So we want to point out to you, if you don’t know 

already, that the ads on our website, wranglernews.com, 
are clickable. Click on the ad and be taken directly to the 
advertiser’s website to receive the full message that they 
want to deliver.

The second part of the plug is asking you to support 
our advertisers. Not only are they essential to us, they’re 
an essential element of the fabric of community that we 
are attempting to tighten as we engage more closely with 
you. 

So it’s simple: No advertisers, no Wrangler News. 
Please click on their ads and then do business with them.

As we’ve conveyed to you over the past few weeks, 
we are making changes here. Don’t be spooked by the 

word “change.” Our Wrangler News print edition that is 
delivered to your driveway still is going to be delivered to 
your driveway.

It’s our website, which has been there for you for a 
while now, where we are picking up speed with more 
robust, immediate content as we move forward in this 
brave, new, digital world.

When the police chief resigns, or the school district 
superintendent retires, or somebody is hiring, you get 
that online immediately.

Not only do we want our readers to migrate to 
wranglernews.com to help us increase our reach, we want 
our advertisers to feel comfortable doing so, as well, to 
increase their reach.

How’s it all going? This is the part that is really 
exciting to us and should be exciting to an advertiser 
looking to reach an engaged, educated, affluent audience.

As of Oct. 20, metrics show that our page views are 
up a whopping 171 percent over the previous 30 days and 
the average duration of a session, the time you are on a 
page, is up 28 percent over the previous 30 days. 

We expect these numbers to continue to rise as we 
continue to offer more compelling content to you.

The QR code, which first appeared on the cover of our 
Oct. 10-23 print Wrangler, did exactly what we hoped it 
would: Bring new readers to wranglernews.com.    		

      Newspapers across the country are trying to figure out 
how best to transition readers to online. To the best of 
our knowledge, we are the only one, large or small, using 
a QR code to do this. 

It’s an experiment that worked.
We’ll give you content on our website that you won’t 

necessarily see in print. We’ll be rolling out more new 
content and opportunities to engage with us in coming 
weeks. We encourage you to go to wranglernews.com, 
take a look around, and get familiar with it. 

And if you own a business, let us help tell your story 
in print and online advertisements.

Like a good Wrangler, please keep lassoing our content 
and please support our advertisers.
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Rep. 
Jennifer Jermaine
Jermaine4House.com

Rep. 
Mitzi Epstein

MitziEpstein.com

Sen. 
Sean Bowie

SeanBowieforAZ.com

Your Team for the State Legislature
Endorsed by Teachers 

and Our Front Line Health Care Workers

Restore Education Funding and Support Our Teachers!
Strong Schools, Great Jobs, and Healthy Communities.

Paid for by Sean Bowie for State Senate, Mitzi Epstein for AZ, and Jermaine for House. 

Authorized by Sean Bowie, Mitzi Epstein and Jennifer Jermaine.

Elect a Teacher to Your School Board

Dedicated Local Teacher

Tempe Diablos Excellence in 
Education Award Winner

Putting Students Before Politics
Paid for by Paige for Schools
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We want to hear what 
matters most to you.

• Things took a turn in 2020. Which virtual options 
should continue?

• What does staying connected mean to you? How do 
you want to get your City news and information?

• How much do you value water, wastewater and solid 
waste services?

• What businesses would you like to see added to the 
mix?

• Arts, culture and recreation in Chandler speak to 
residents in many different ways, what speaks to 
you?

• What makes you feel safe? What makes our City 
beautiful?

Tell us what you think! Take the survey:
chandleraz.gov/budget

• 25 years of dedicated education advocacy
• Thorough understanding of education issues facing Tempe Union 

• Thoughtful, collaborative and effective leadership
• Demonstrated commitment to students and community

Tempe Union High School District Board

Focus on Students First in Every Decision! 

See who supports Sandy’s re-election at Sandylowe.com

SANDY  

Paid for by Lowe for High School Board.  Approved by Sandy Lowe.

LOWE
“It is an honor serving on 

the Tempe Union Governing 
Board, and I serve for  

no other reason than to have 
a positive impact on each 
student and their future.”

RE-ELECT

Oct. 25 cutoff for thoughts on 
Tempe transit cost changes

Tempe officials say the city is exploring 
cost-saving transit changes and is asking 
residents for help in determining what 
areas of transit service are most important 
to them. 

An online survey will be available until 
Sunday, Oct. 25.

TaiAnna Yee, a Tempe spokeswoman, 
said the study is a result of the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic, lower transit tax 
revenue and the increasing cost of existing 
service.

Two virtual public meetings held 
during September were recorded and are 
available on tempe.gov/TransitChanges. 

Public feedback, in conjunction with 
data and equity metrics, will play a critical 
role in developing a multi-year phased 
transit service reduction plan, according to 
a statement. Additional rounds of changes 
and public input are expected to take place 
in the coming years.

Tempe’s transit program is primarily 
funded through a half-cent sales tax 
passed in 1996, Yee reported. Over the 
last 24 years, Tempe has used the tax to 
build alternative transportation solutions 
that include 40 miles of multi-use paths, 
multiple streetscape projects and a transit 
network that serves the entire city. 

At this time, it was noted, the tax 
revenues are used primarily to operate and 
maintain the existing system.

As the coronavirus pandemic continues 
to negatively impact the economy, officials 
say, Tempe has experienced a decline in 
tax revenue. That, coupled with increasing 
costs to operate and reduced fare 
revenues, is contributing to an imbalance 
in the transit fund. 

Because the projected long-range 
forecast shows expenditures exceeding 
incoming revenue, staff has determined 
that the transit fund will need to 
implement cuts of approximately $9.5 
million. In addition to cuts, Tempe is 
seeking to boost operational efficiencies 

and maximize existing revenue sources. 
General public opinion suggests 

that safe and abundant transit service 
is essential for the region, adding that 
Tempe will strive to minimize service 
impacts and provide equitable transit 
service. 

For those lacking access to the 
internet, a hard copy of the meeting 
materials and the survey can mailed 
to any who request it by calling Tempe 
Neighborhood Services at 480-350-8234.

Information: tempe.gov/
TransitChanges. 

Tempe Y’s run/walk 
event opens Oct. 30

Looking for something to do with 
goblins, ghouls, ghosts and monsters? 
The second annual Spooky Sprint 5k Run 
or Walk may be the answer.

The Tempe Family YMCA is 
sponsoring the fundraiser Oct. 30 and 
Nov. 1, which, like most other events, will 
be virtual. 

Participants can walk or run 
the Tempe Canal alongside the Y or 
participate from anywhere in the world. 

The 5K can be done each day with 
separate registrations. 

Costumes are suggested, but following 
Tempe and CDC guidelines by including 
a face covering and observing social 
distancing is required. Teams do not have 
to run together to abide by safety rules.

Sponsors are the Tempe Diablos and 
Tempe Diablos Charities.

Individual registration is $25, which 
includes a Spooky Sprint T-shirt. Family 
and team registration is $45 and includes 
up to four members and four T-shirts.   

Registration and more information 
available at valleyymca.org/event/spooky-
sprint or at the Tempe Y, 7070 S. Rural 
Road, during regular hours, or at the 
event from 8-10 a.m. each day.
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From hieroglyphics to mouse clicks 

        How Wrangler News is navigating change
By Don Kirkland

Just so you’ll understand why publishing brings 
me so much pleasure, it has been entrenched 
in my day-to-day routine since those sixth-

grade years at John Muir Elementary in Glendale, 
Calif. 

Our teacher, Mrs. Emerson, showed us how to 
write on paper with indelible ink, then carefully 
place that lettered sheet over a layer of gelatin 
poured into the bottom of a cake pan.

The little newspaper I produced after learning 
that technique—which today seems akin to cave 
hieroglyphics—was definitely transformative. It 
gave me the know-how to publish a full-fledged 
newspaper, circulation 20, for my neighbors on 
Chestnut Street. (Twenty was the maximum 
number of pages you could duplicate before the ink 
faded or the gelatin dried out.  
Or sometimes both).

At any rate, my experiment with gelatinized 
printing—and the blackened fingers that proved the 
ink actually was indelible—became the precursor of 
the career I’ve followed these many years.

Oh how things have changed. 
If only Mrs. Emerson could be here to see the 

ways digital technology has transformed a medium 
she no doubt believed would survive forever. 

Which brings me to the current state of 
Wrangler News—where we’ve been and where we’re 
headed in the weeks/months ahead.

As you’ll learn from Lee Shappell’s article 
elsewhere in this issue, we’ve been dabbling lately 
in a bit of journalistic legerdemain: Not overlooking 
the preferences of many readers to hold a copy of 
the local newspaper in their hands as they’ve always 
done, yet making sure that those who increasingly 
find their information online or on social media 
have a place to go for neighborhood news.

Thanks to Noah Kutz, Yusef Sabri, Mason 
Millsap and, as mentioned above, Lee Shappell, 
we’ve gotten much better at being able to provide 
a wide range of our newspaper’s print content, and 
more, in this digitized world we’re living in.

Stories and photos can be posted in real time, 
much in the same way a daily newspaper does it. 
Ads that appear on the pages of our bi-weekly print 
edition can be seen not only in the paper’s home-
delivered edition but on our website and in our 

digital edition. 
For sheer convenience, plus a way to learn 

almost instantly about special offers and hours of 
operation, plus find driving directions and delivery 
options—well, you get the idea—a single click of 
the mouse can take you directly to that advertiser’s 
home page and the full range of what they have to 
offer. It’s a change that, so far, seems to have been 
well received, evidence the latest analytical reports. 

Our slight modification to home-delivery areas 
has been accompanied by a surprisingly rapid—and 
impressive—jump in online viewership, which last 
month showed a nearly 180 percent increase over 
the previous month.

As we venture further into the future, we hope 
you’ll continue to enjoy Wrangler News, wherever or 
however you receive it. 

And, of course, that you’ll tell your favorite 
providers of quality products and services about 
how we’ve brought our (and your) community closer 
to home for nearly three decades.

Without having to resurrect those days of 
indelible ink and gelatin in a cake pan.

Paid for by Elect Lori Bastian for Tempe Union; Authorized by Lori Bastian

LORI BASTIAN
FOR TEMPE UNION

• Students First
• Improve Communication
• Recruit & Retain Great
    Teachers
• Build Stronger Communities
• Ensure Fiscal Accountability

Lori is going to be the parent voice 
we need on the TUHSD Board.  She’s 
immersed herself in our community 
because of her strong commitment to 
her kids and neighbors. I know she’s 
going to bring the same drive to en-
suring that our kids get the education 
they expect and deserve.

— Nikki Amberg, Tempe

Bastian4TempeUnion.com

A Parent Voice The Community Choice

A+

Lori is going to be the parent voice
we need on the TUHSD Board. She’s
immersed herself in our community
because of her strong commitment to
her kids and neighbors. I know she’s
going to bring the same drive to 
ensuring our kids get the education
they expect and deserve.

— Nikki Amberg, Tempe
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LEARN

LEAD

ACHIEVE

www.kyrene.org/discover   480-541-1000

LEARNING  
Choice opportunities across 26 schools

LEADING
Arizona leader in classroom spending

ACHIEVING
16 A+ Schools of Excellence

Discover Kyrene
2021-22 Enrollment Begins January 12

Get to know those who are running . . . and why they want your vote 

Profile: Tempe Elementary School 
District Board candidates Third in a series

By Joyce Coronel

Election Day 2020 is just around the 
corner, but some voters still are unsure of 
the right choice for local school boards. 
With the COVID-19 pandemic and its 
significant impact on education, the race 
to serve or be re-elected to the board 
seems a bit more contentious this year 
though it’s meant to be non-partisan. 

In the Tempe Elementary School 
District, three seats on the governing 
board are open but only two candidates’ 
names appear on the ballot. Four others 
are write-ins this year. 

Why so many this year? Tim Sifert, 
chief communications officer for the 
Office of Maricopa County School 
Superintendent Steve Watson, said the 
Coronavirus may have played a role. 

“The number of write-ins is only 
slightly higher than in previous elections,” 
Sifert said. “Probably attributable to 
candidates saying they were having a 
tougher time collecting signatures in 
person because of the pandemic.”

Watson, he noted, has met with 
dozens of candidates and heard 
similar complaints. “He’s well-aware 
that some elected officials can collect 
signatures online, but not school board 
candidates.” Anyone who wants to be a 
write-in candidate has to file a one-page 
declaration or nomination paper with the 
county. 

Only votes for qualified candidates 
are valid, so if a voter casts a ballot for, 
say, Mickey Mouse, that vote wouldn’t be 
counted. 

Allison Ewers is on the ballot as 
a certified candidate. The Tempe mom 

and business 
owner said that if 
elected, she hopes 
to keep and develop 
community business 
relationships to 
ensure all students 
have access to 
learning. “COVID-19 
has magnified the 
inequality in our 

state. I will support all of our students no 
matter their race, income or needs level. 
All of our children deserve a quality public 
education,” Ewers said. “We have seen 
in the last few months how important a 
crisis management plan is. I excel in crisis 
management and staying calm.” 

Ewers said she supports increasing 
school funding and lowering class size. 
She also supports access to affordable 
health care for all plus teacher recruitment 
and retention. 

Jim Lemmon, a write-in candidate, 
previously served on the Tempe 

Elementary board, 
2002- 2018. “I 
thought for weeks 
about the various 
requests from 
current elected 
community and 
city leaders to run 
again. When only 
two candidates 
qualified for the 

printed ballot, I waited until the last 
possible moment to throw my name into 
the list of write-in candidates,” Lemmon 
told Wrangler News. 

“On the job training can be done for 
this position of setting a budget over 
$150,000,000 with 1,800 employees, 
22 neighborhood centered schools and 
over 11,000 students,” Lemmon said. 
“However, this may not be the right time 
to start a very steep learning curve for 
several new untested inexperienced board 
members.”  

Michael Metzger, a write-in 
candidate, is an MIT-trained engineer 

and former calculus 
teacher with a 
leading role at 
Teach America, an 
education advocacy 
group that recruits 
educators to teach in 
low-income schools. 
He says he wants to 
expand “pathways 

to opportunity for all students to end the 
achievement gap and ensure successful 
futures for all children in our community” 
and focus on building communication 
between parents, educators and school 
board members so that families “have a 
voice in their child’s education.” 

He says he also wants to grow STEM 
opportunities to provide students with 
the foundation they need for 21st century 
careers.” As to his status as a write-in 
candidate, he said taking care of elderly 
relatives in Florida during the pandemic 
prevented him from collecting enough 

— CANDIDATES, Page 15
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Together, We Will
Move Arizona Forward!

• A Common-Sense Agenda
• Good Policy – Not Politics
• Strong Schools & Choice for Parents
•  FULLY Re-open Arizona – 
     Safely but without political delay
• No Sanctuary Cities or Taxpayer Funded
   Benefi ts for those here Illegally
• Balanced Budgets & a Strong Economy
• Improve Access To and Costs of Health Care
• I am Pro-Life

I Love Arizona 
and our amazing country. 

It’s why I decided to run for the 
Arizona State Senate and to protect you 

and our families by keeping Arizona 
strong, safe and united.

SHARERFORAZ.COM

Paid for by Suzanne Sharer for State Senator – District No. 18 and authorized by Suzanne Sharer

I Am Your Voice 
To Help Shape 

Arizona’s Future!

Diversions . . . with M.V. Moorhead
   Return of invincible Gamera evokes writer’s not-so-invincible boyhood

Happy October, everybody! As stressful as things 
are right now, I hope everyone is able to take 
pleasure in my favorite month on the calendar.

Obviously a creature feature is in order for Halloween 
season, so this year I thought we’d pay tribute to a classic 
movie monster who, after his initial appearance at least, 
generally served as a friend to and defender of humanity: 
Gamera!

But to discuss my feelings about Gamera, hard-trying 
Avis of Japanese monsters to Godzilla’s Hertz, I must go 
back to a bitter childhood memory. 

Around 1969, Gammera the Invincible, the debut film 
of Godzilla’s rival from Daiei Film, the gigantic tusked, 
twirling, titular turtle, played in my Pennsylvania home 
town. I was taken to see it on a Sunday afternoon, when 
I was 7 or 8 years old, along with my best friend Mike, 
only to learn, from a hand-scrawled sign on the theater 
door, that the show—the last show of the run—was sold 
out.

You may well imagine my disappointment at this 
denial, and the even-tempered maturity with which I 
expressed it. 

The walk back to the car, past the tauntingly beautiful 
poster of the enormous beast trampling Tokyo, was one 
of the more miserable retreats of my life to that point.

This all came back to me this season when I was 
sent a screener of Gamera: The Complete Collection from 
Arrow Video. It’s a magisterial box set of all 12 Gamera 

flicks, starting with the 1966 original, Gamera, the Giant 
Monster, that made it to the States a few years later, 
recut for American audiences, as Gammera the Invincible, 
and sold out its matinee on that fateful Sunday.

Thus I finally got to see the film, the stirring tale of 
how a legendary prehistoric turtle is freed from arctic 
ice by a Cold War mishap, how he flies to Japan using 
jets in the leg apertures of his shell; how he becomes the 
object of fanatical adoration by a little boy; how he tears 
up nuclear power plants and rampages in Tokyo; how he 

does, indeed, seem to be invincible. 
I watched it in both its original Japanese form and in 

the American version, with interpolated scenes featuring 
Brian Donlevy and Albert Dekker and some other 
American actors all keeping very straight faces.

 As silly as it is, it’s a beguiling movie, shot in a 
gorgeous, charcoal-drawing black and white; the other 
films in the series are in color. 

In these subsequent movies, several of which I 
had seen on afternoon TV in the intervening years, 
Gamera shifts from a menace to the defender of Earth 
and humanity, especially children, against such foes as 
the lizardy, horn-nosed Barugon (1966); the winged 
Gyaos (1967); the tentacled Viras (1968); the sharky sea 
monster Zigra (1971) and others.

In all of these ludicrous spectacles, the title character 
has a vivid personality; like his rival Godzilla, the 
monster turtle has a curiously lovable expression of 
perpetual, epic irritation on his face. 

From the first film on, he looks, indeed, like he just 
woke up after a long sleep.

Anyway, it was great to get re-acquainted with the big 
guy. 

I can only say that had I known, on that unhappy 
Sunday half a century ago, that I would one day get to 
watch Gammera the Invincible and some dozen other 
Gamera flicks on a big-screen TV in the comfort of my 
home…it wouldn’t have improved my mood in the least.
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LOOKING FOR A BIPARTISAN LEADER?   

Bob Robson
for Arizona House

Worked with both parties and the Governor to expand 
healthcare to 300,000 low-income Arizonans

Worked with our universities to create a $500 million 
investment in research infrastructure that created ASU 
Biodesign

Worked with Republicans to craft a budget that invested 
billions in K-12 Education

Paid for by Robson 2020.  Authorized by Bob Robson. robson2020.com   

Elect   

Why fl u shots are important: A 
primer from noted Dignity expert
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edwardjones.com

Are you invested 
properly? Get a second 
opinion.

Joseph B Ortiz, AAMS®, CRPS® 
Financial Advisor

8950 S 52nd St Suite 209 
Tempe, AZ 85284 
480-753-7664

Member SIPC

 Staff at Dignity Health in Arizona, 
including Chandler Regional Medical Center, 
are urging members of the public to get a flu 
shot this year, noting it is especially important 
given the COVID-19 pandemic. Flu vaccines 
are now available in Arizona.

“In addition to keeping our communities 
healthy and free of the flu, we also have 
COVID-19 to think about,” says Dr. Omar 
Gonzalez, infectious disease consultant and 
hospital epidemiologist for Dignity. 

“We saw a high number of COVID patients 
in the hospital this summer, and while our 
state’s numbers thankfully have been lower, we 
cannot lose sight of the flu season.”

The influenza virus remains one of the 
top 10 leading causes of death each year in the 
United States. Vaccines help prevent the spread 
of disease, and according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the flu shot 
prevents tens of thousands of hospitalizations 
each year.

Similar to COVID-19, those with chronic 
illnesses are at greater risk of serious 
complications such as pneumonia which can 
often lead to hospitalization. While the flu 
vaccine is especially important for high-risk 
populations, everyone can benefit from the flu 
vaccine, regardless of how healthy they are.

“We are very concerned and want to do our 
best to prevent people from contracting the flu 
and COVID-19 during the fall and winter when 

the flu is most prominent,” Gonzalez said. 
“We don’t yet have a vaccine for COVID-19, 

but we have been vaccinating against influenza 
for nearly a century. 

Aside from the basic prevention methods 
for COVID-19, such as wearing a mask and 
social distancing, the best we can do for each 
other is to get a flu shot and get it early in the 
season.”

The CDC recommends a yearly flu 
vaccine for anyone older than six months 
of age, including pregnant women. It takes 
approximately two weeks for a flu vaccine to 
become effective as antibodies develop that 
protect against influenza virus infection. 

Flu vaccines will not protect against flu-
like illnesses caused by non-influenza viruses 
such as COVID-19.

As with any highly contagious respiratory 
illness, it is important to avoid close contact 
with those who are sick and stay home if you 
are sick; wear a mask when in public; wash 
your hands thoroughly for 20 seconds and 
carry hand sanitizer with you to use frequently 
when soap and water is unavailable. 

It’s also recommended to avoid touching 
your eyes, nose, and mouth; disinfect 
frequently touched surfaces often; ensure you 
are maintaining a physical distance of at least 
six feet whenever possible; and use your elbow 
to cover coughs and sneezes.
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Paid for and authorized by Nelson for Kyrene School Board

Vote Triné Nelson for Kyrene Governing Board

Balanced
Driven
Collaborative

A New Voice 
FOR KYRENE

Paid for by Wanda For Kyrene Authorized by Wanda Kolomyjec
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McKay’s True Value
4939 W Ray Rd.
Ray Rd. & Rural Rd. in Chandler

Winter Lawn Supplies In Stock

the type of firm the city hopes to save. Small 
businesses, the heartbeat of the workforce, 
especially need support. Nationally they 
employ nearly half of the private workforce.

“I Choose Chandler” shows that when 
money is spent in Chandler, it recirculates and 
creates jobs. For every $100 spent at a locally 
owned business, an average of $43 remains in 
Chandler’s economy. 

“What we heard 
from businesses was 
that people were 
obviously pulling 
back on expenditures 
and shifting to 
online shopping,” 
said Micah Miranda, 
Chandler Economic 
Development 
Director. “We 
launched ‘I Choose 
Chandler’ to reenergize community support 
for our local businesses.”

The initiative’s messaging emphasizes 
that many businesses support local youth 
and community organizations, and that by 
shopping at Chandler-based businesses it 
facilitates that sort of giving while helping 
buyers get to know the people behind the 
product. That plays a 
big role in sustaining 
a diverse economy 
that offers local job 
opportunities.

“From a revenue 
standpoint, we 
are not seeing 
folks leaving us 
for neighboring 
communities,” said 
Dawn Lang, Chandler 
management services 
director. “We’re making sure they understand 
how spending in our community benefits our 
city, and we’re telling them how shopping 
online is negatively impacting our brick-and-
mortar stores. We are grappling with how to 
manage that and help our local retailers. The 
start of that was Wayfair.”

On June 21, 2018, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of South Dakota against 
internet-sales giant Wayfair, Inc., overruling 
a longstanding requirement that businesses 
must have a physical presence in order to be 
taxed. The ruling requires remote sellers to 
collect and remit sales tax. 

Beginning Oct. 1, 2019, online retailers 
were required to pay sales tax if their annual 
gross retail sales or income exceeded $200,000 
in 2019, $150,000 in 2020, and $100,000 in 
2021 and thereafter. Chandler will be receiving 
that new money that it could not collect 
before.

A study showed that the greatest threat to 
Chandler businesses is online shopping, more 
than residents spending their money outside 
the city.

“I Choose Chandler” emphasizes the 
uniqueness of the community, the one-
of-a-kind experiences that make Chandler 
great. Being an entrepreneurial community, 
supporting local businesses encourages 
entrepreneurs to try new ventures in the city.

The website iChooseChandler.com was 
created to provide resources for businesses 
and to give them a forum to showcase their 
business.

“The business community has been very 
engaged and supportive,” Miranda said. “There 
are so many businesses that make Chandler 
unique. One thing we found that was kind of 
shocking was that even in these times is that 
people who are interacting are not even from 
Chandler. We get a lot from Mesa, Gilbert and, 
weirdly enough, quite a few from Maricopa.”

A partnership between the Chandler 
Economic Development Office and the city’s 
Industrial Development Authority Board 
provides reimbursement of as much as $500 
to businesses for expenses incurred to combat 
COVID, such as cleaning supplies and masks, 
and hand sanitizer to ensure that customers 
feel comfortable. 

“I Choose Chandler” has a business 
retention and hiring initiative of as much as 
$10,000, or $1,300 per employee kept on the 
payroll during the pandemic. So, Lang said, if 
five employees were maintained, that business 
would be awarded $6,500 to help keep them 
on the payroll. The city also is working with 
Maricopa County on a program that can 
provide as much as $25,000 in financial 
support for businesses.

Meanwhile, Miranda and Lang said that 
the city itself is on sound fiscal standing, 
largely because it budgets conservatively by 
habit, and that at the onset of the pandemic 
it dialed back expenditures even more for the 
2020-21 fiscal-year budget that began July 1 
and runs to next June 30 in anticipation of 
lost revenue.

Chandler’s adopted 2019-20 adopted 
fiscal-year budget was $244.3 million. In 
January, just before the pandemic, it was 
revised to $261.5 million in a then-robust 
economy. Later, a $10.5 million COVID-19 
impact was trimmed from that, bringing it to 
$251 million. Actual revenue for the fiscal year 
came in $8.6 million above that projection, 
leaving a surplus. 

“There are soft spots in certain areas, 
hospitality being the leader, but it’s nowhere 
near as bad as we projected,” Miranda said. 
“That’s the silver lining. We’re happy from a 
budget perspective.”

More information: Kimberly Janes, 
Chandler Tourism Manager, 480-782-3037 
or Kimberly.Janes@Chandleraz.gov. Chandler 
Office of Economic Development: 480-782-
3036 or ichoosechandler.com.

Representative of west Chandler 
businesses hit hard by COVID-19 are Modern 
Allo, a new locally owned unique business; Hop 
Social Tavern of the restaurant-bar industry, 
and Courtyard by Marriott Phoenix Chandler 
from the motel-hotel industry. They are 
profiled below.

Modern Allo
What, exactly, is this West Chandler 

newcomer at 5865 W. Ray Road, owned by Sara 
Shields? It seems to defy definition. It’s part 
coffee shop, part day care, part day spa, part 
nail salon and part business center.

“It’s kind of a unique concept,” said 
Shields, 41, a former computer programmer 
and school teacher. “It all started when I 

—  CHANDLER, Page 14
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Smile: It’s 
Halloween
From pumpkin snowmen and 
perky scarecrows to spooky 
graveyards and ghoulish 
ghosts, residents of Tempe 
and West Chandler scared up 
Halloween decorations to deck 
the halls with wows of jolly and 
a little creepy-crawly. 

— Photos by 
Billy Hardiman 

for Wrangler News



WRANGLER NEWS  • OCT. 24 - NOV 6, 2020 • PAGE 13

Spooky spirits guaranteed 
to rehaunt at a Halloween 
unlike all others: Boo!
By Alexia Stanbridge

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
added an entirely new and, 
dare we say, scary dimension to 

Halloween festivities in Tempe. 
With fears of the Coronavirus 

spreading, it’s a scaled-back version of 
ghosts, goblins and goodies this year. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention released guidelines 
on how to celebrate Halloween 
safely. Tempe Vice Mayor Randy 
Keating encourages members of the 
community to follow those guidelines 
and create fun, low-risk activities to 
help keep the spooky spirit alive this 
season.

“We encourage Tempeans to act 
responsibly, follow CDC guidelines; 
look at what is being recommended, 
and make a decision that’s best for 
them or their family,” Keating said. 

According to the CDC’s website, 
“many traditional Halloween activities 
can be high risk for spreading the 
virus,” and people are urged to look 
into “alternative ways to participate in 
Halloween.” 

The CDC recommendations 
categorize Halloween activities into 
lower risk, moderate risk, and higher 
risk activities.

Traditional trick-or-treating is 
considered a higher risk and should be 
avoided, the CDC declares.

Tempe police will not be patrolling 
the streets enforcing modest trick or 
treating behavior, but the city will 
be enforcing the CDC 50 percent 
occupancy guideline for bars and 
restaurants, Keating said.

So what’s the best strategy as 
Halloween approaches? 

“While they are not illegal, if it 
were me, I would refrain from doing 
any high-risk activity, whether it’s a 
haunted house, trick-or-treating, or an 
indoor Halloween party,” Keating said. 

We can expect a “more subdued 
Halloween,” Keating said, “There will 
be some Halloween parties, clearly not 
as many as you would see in a normal 
year.”

The majority of people will be 
following CDC recommendations  in 
this global pandemic and it will only 
get better if we follow expert advice, 
Keating said.  

Gwen Gustafson is an owner of 
Arizona Fun Services in Tempe. The 
store sells party supplies, costumes 
and accessories, and rents bounce 
houses and equipment for carnivals 
and parties.

They have seen about a 54 percent 
decrease in their sales at their store 
due to COVID-19, Gustafson said.

“The customers we have had do 

want to celebrate and do it safely,” 
Gustafson said. “I believe it can be 
done.

“All of us have lost so much this 
year and this is one holiday I believe 
can be done safely with masks and 
social distancing,” Gustafson said.

At the Broadway Road Spirit 
Halloween store in Tempe, Marlaina 
Rodriguez said they also have seen a 
decrease in business this season.

“The CDC says we shouldn’t 
have Halloween. The CDC says we 
shouldn’t be giving out candy, but 
we’re still here, pushing along, hoping 
that everyone is going to be out 
trick-or-treating and that kids are 
still going to be able to have the fun 
that we had when we were little kids,” 
Rodriguez said.

There are many alternative 
activities to celebrate Halloween 
like decorating your house, “doing 
a virtual costume contest,” and 
watching a scary movie at home, 
Keating said.

You can also celebrate by “setting 
up a table with candy on it in your 
driveway and monitoring it from 6 
feet away or actually handing out 
candy door to door,” Gustafson said.

“Regardless of what the CDC 
says, I think that we should still have 
Halloween, and not just because I 
work here, but because I remember 
having a good time when I was a kid,” 
Rodriguez said.

Outdoor activities tend to be 
lower risk activities, the CDC website 
said.

Because of the pandemic, “Tempe 
will not be hosting our annual Tempe 
Halloween family carnival,” Keating 
said.

But that doesn’t mean there won’t 
be any city-sponsored family-friendly 
events. Tempe hold a movie night 
Oct. 23 at Kiwanis Park to celebrate 
Halloween. They will be showing 
Hocus Pocus and holding a costume 
contest with several categories, 
Keating said.

There will be 10-feet-in-diameter 
circles painted on the grass, six feet 
apart, according toTempe government 
websites.

The city of Tempe is also 
encouraging people to stay home by 
offering future credit to Tempe parks 
and recreation activities for anyone 
who rents a movie at home and turns 
in the receipt to the city, Keating said.

“I get it,” he said.  “Halloween is 
my favorite holiday, and I’m bummed. 
I’m just as bummed as anyone else 
that this is happening.”

Alexia Stanbridge is a journalism 
student at Mesa Community College.
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had my second child. My husband was on a business trip and 
I was home with two little ones. I was burned out, kind of 
struggling to find balance and find time for myself and recharge 

my battery. I hear so many people 
struggling to find that balance, not 
just mothers but all working parents. 
This definitely is not just a place for 
women.”

Modern Allo opened in late July, 
just after the height of the pandemic 
and the second wave that kept people at 
home. That was not by design. She and 
her husband, Arman, signed the lease 
in November, 2019. They didn’t see 
a pandemic coming as the planned to 
gut the former batting cage and put in 

new plumbing and water line. Then, the pandemic hit, worked 
slowed and they nearly scrapped their plan.
“We tried to remain hopeful. Because we opened at the end of 
July, we don’t qualify for anything, any of the grants or business 
loans,” Shields said. “We’re just trying to get our name out there. 
It is stressful and challenging.”
      Modern Allo: modernallo.com  /  480-687-0197.

Hop Social Tavern

Three years ago, Hop Social opened in the former Elephant 
Bar space, 3405 W. Chandler Blvd., at Chandler Fashion Center. 
It quickly became a place where patrons wanted to gather, with 
its upscale-casual ambience (linens on the tables) and a huge 
patio with capacity for 100, made comfortable by a mister 
system in the summer and heaters and fireplaces in the winter.

Nearly everyone was furloughed in the spring when the 
pandemic hit. Still, it continued to attempt generate the kind of 

community spirit that it had been blessed with in better times 
through its participation in “Feed the 5,000,” a partnership 
with a local church to feed families.

“We’re always really big on supporting local projects like 
this,” said Brittany Johnson, Hop Social’s 27-year-old dynamo 

of a general manager, who has 
opened five establishments in her 
short career. “Anything we can do 
to promote within Chandler is a big 
thing for us.”

Hop Social, with Oregon-based 
ownership, now is “almost back 
to normal,” she said. That means 
serving tap beer from Arizona 
breweries and locally sourced food in 
the from-scratch kitchen.

“Chandler still has a charming 
small-town vibe, a sense of 

community,” Johnson said. “Everybody knows everyone. We 
take care of each other. Our regulars supported us when we 
were nearly shut down by buying growlers and gift cards. 
Community support was just the greatest thing to get us by 
those couple of months.

“When we opened back up, we called back as many of our 
employees as we could to get going again.”

Hop Social Tavern: hopsocialtavern.com  /  480-485-4677.

Courtyard by Marriott 
Phoenix Chandler

In his eight years as general manager of the Courtyard, 
at Interstate 10 and Ray Road, general manager Gary Lueck 
has seen many good times, particularly during robust winter 
seasons, when patrons come from colder climes not only 
to bask in desert winter warmth but also to enjoy seasonal 
activities, such as Cactus League baseball. The hotel is within 
walking distance of fine restaurants and shopping at upscale 

shops.
This past April, which typically brings 80 percent 

occupancy, the Courtyard was at 4.7 percent, Lueck said. 
Predictably, 70 percent of the workforce had to be furloughed, 
although its East Coast ownership was adamant that the 
property not be totally shut down. 

Employment is now back to 55 percent, but bookings 
remain a slow go.

“We’re now at mid-20 percent occupancy when we should 
be should be 60 percent,” Lueck said. “October is our third-

best month historically, flirting with 
80 percent occupancy, but we’ll be 
fortunate to be at 30 percent.

“We are in the midst of renovation 
right now through early November, 
making pretty big changes. We’re 
converting 80 percent of our guest 
rooms to shower-only with no tub, and 
adding tiled entries instead of carpet. 
We’re tripling the size of the fitness 
center so it’s open to the courtyard 
with a 12-foot ceiling. And, for people 

in Chandler, we’re expanding meeting rooms that they can 
book.”

Lueck said among the positives that came from “I Choose 
Chandler” was the city loosening restrictions on who could 
book Chandler parks. He said the city was losing business to 
other cities that allowed out-of-town baseball and softball 
tournaments to book its parks.

“That will help tourism,” he said. 
“That’s a lot of room nights. There’s a lot about ‘I Choose 

Chandler’ that I do think make it an effective tool for local 
businesses.”

 Courtyard by Marriott: marriott.com / 480-763-9500.

Hop Social, with it upscale, casual ambience and community spirit, made it through the pandemic’s tough times and is nearly back to its pre-COVID-19 tempo; Modern Allo, despite 
launching during the height of the crisis last July, is moving forward; Courtyard by Marriott Phoenix Chandler was hit hard with plummeting tourism, but is making a comeback.

 — Photos courtesy Hop Social, Modern Allo and Courtyard by Marriott Phoenix Chandler
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signatures to be on the ballot, he 
added. 

Tim Taylor, a write-in 
candidate, is the father of three 
young children and served 13 years 
in the U.S. Marine Corps. He grew 
up in Tempe, attending Frank 
Elementary and Marcos de Niza 
High School. He said he wants to be 
the voice for parents on the school 
board. 

“As a father, husband, and veteran, I know how 
valuable an early quality education is,” Taylor said. “My 
focus is, and will always be, doing what’s best for the 
students.

“My vision for Tempe is to not just be competitive, 
but to be the best district in the state, to put students 
first in every decision, and let parents know that their 
voices are heard.”   

Monica Trejo, who is on the ballot, is the current 
president of the Tempe Elementary board and is seeking 
re-election. She said she grew up in poverty, experiencing 
homelessness, but went on to become the first in her 
family to graduate from high school and is now working 
on a doctoral degree. 

“Education has provided me many opportunities 
that I would like all students to have access to. Such a 
goal can only be achieved through collaborative efforts 

from parents, educators, and our 
community leaders,” Trejo said. 
“Therefore, we must work together 
to ensure that all of our students 
are equipped with the necessary 
tools to be the future commercial 
and civic leaders of this city that 
we love so much. I commit to fight 
for Arizona’s kids every day and to 
achieve excellence in our schools.”

Rochelle Wells, a write-in candidate, currently serves 
on the board and is running for re-election. 

“I have chosen to run for re-election because I am a 
passionate advocate for children and public education,” 
Wells said. She echoed some of Lemmon’s thoughts on 

experience. 
“To be successful in this current 

COVID-19 pandemic, public 
education requires experienced 
governing board members who 
are leaders and who know and 
understand how to work with 
the superintendent and the 
community to govern the school 
district’s operations to provide a 
safe learning environment for all 

students and staff.”
Wells said she’s running as a write-in candidate 

because “when the COVID-19 pandemic began, I thought 
it was unethical for me to go door-to-door or participate 
in the political parties’ drop off tables. As a non-partisan 

candidate, I also did not choose to participate in mailings 
with the political parties.”

Mayor of Tempe Corey Woods says he’s known 
Lemmon for 12 or 13 years and is supporting him plus 
Monica Trejo and Alison Ewers in their bid to serve on 
the Tempe Elementary School District Governing Board. 

Candidates
From Page 7
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Sports Notebook . . . by Alex Zener

Five seniors provide winning leadership on Corona girls volleyball team
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Corona del Sol’s girls volleyball team, with a 6-3 record 
early in the delayed 2020 season, is young, with two 
freshmen and three sophomores, who combine to play 

key roles on the team. They should mature and improve with 
the leadership of five senior teammates as it gets closer to the 
playoffs.

This leadership role, on and off the court, falls to seniors 
Anna Jackson, Toni Berns, Isabel Niemtschk, Mia 
Lomigora, and Izzy Solano.

Jackson, one of Corona’s outside hitters, sets a good 
example on the court for the younger players. 

She has started all 26 sets this season and is the kills leader 
on the team, averaging 3.4 a set. 

Jackson is also the leading server with 16 aces in 74 service 
attempts, a 21.6 ace percentage. 

Berns has played in 24 of the 26 sets as a defensive 
specialist and also has a good serve record. 

Berns is the third-leading server on the team with 12 aces, a 
15.2 ace percentage, and averages more than two digs a set.

Niemtschk has played in all 26 sets as a middle blocker, 
which is among the most physically demanding positions in 
volleyball. 

She has 11 total blocks, ranking third on the team.
Mia Lomigora plays defensive specialist for the Aztecs. 
Her younger sister, 6-foot-3-inch sophomore Ella 

Lomigora, is playing her second year on varsity as a middle 
blocker.

The Lomigora sisters are first-generation Americans, whose 
parents immigrated to the U.S. from Bosnia in 1995. 

Both sisters are bilingual, often speaking Bosnian on the 
court, and keep their Bosnia roots intact by visiting relatives in 
their parent’s homeland frequently.

Last season, Ella played in 126 
sets, amassing 155 kills and 134 
blocks, 29 solo and 105 assisted. 

This season, she is off to a great 
start, playing in all 26 sets with 58 
kills and 44 total blocks. Her next 
closest competitor is Jackson with 14 
total blocks.

Freshman Julia Owens plays a 
major role in Corona’s offense that 
utilizes two setters, what is known as 
a 6-2 system. 

Corona plays a 6-2 most of the 
time instead of the 5-1 system, which 
is common in high school volleyball, 

that uses five hitters and one setter for all six rotations. 
In the 5-1, the setter never comes out.
In the 6-2, each setter rotates in to play only in the back 

row, thus leaving three hitters and blockers on the front row 
at all times. This system, therefore, has a total of six hitters 
and two different setters, depending on where they are in the 
rotation.

The setter position is among the hardest to perfect and to 
get to the highest levels of any of the six positions on the court.

Corona has two new setters this season, Owens, and junior 
setter Taylor Erickson, who have both played in all 26 sets. 

They are responsible for setting the ball to give their hitters 
the best possible chance to score a kill while trying to perfect 
their position on the court.

Owens is the assist leader with 119, or 4.6 assists per set, 
with only two ballhandling errors, while Erickson has 108 
assists, or 4.2 per set. 

The other freshman on the team is 6-foot-1-inch Maggie 
Beauer, who plays opposite or outside hitter for the Aztecs. 

She has seen action in 14 sets, where she has recorded eight 
kills and nine blocks.

The last newcomer to Corona’s talented group of young 
players is sophomore Maddie Kamolz, who has played 
defensive specialist in 21 sets and is credited with 12 digs and 
four aces.

Other members of Corona’s team hoping to make it into 
the 6A playoffs that start Nov. 10 are team captain and libero 
Angie Bour and six additional juniors: outside hitter Kacie 
Webb, outside hitter Sydney Meyer, opposite hitter Reese 
Manross, middle blocker Heather Heimlich, setter Anita 
Babic and middle blocker Natalie Meyer.

Bour, as libero, has the main responsibility for digging and 
passing balls to the setter to set up Corona’s hitters. 

She has dug the ball 116 times playing in all 26 sets for an 

Alex Zener
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average of 4.5 digs a set. 
In addition, Bour has recorded 13 service aces, just one 

ahead of Berns, for an ace percentage of 12.
Sydney Meyer and Webb are ranked third in kills for the 

Aztecs with 41 each. 
Meyers accumulated hers in just 13 sets for an average of 

3.2 kills a set.  
Webb averages 1.6 kills a set.
Webb is second on the team in digs with 62, or an average 

of 2.4 a set, which is second only to Bour, while Manross has 
played in 20 sets, recording 16 kills and 13 digs.

Corona was scheduled to play Queen Creek at home on Oct. 
20 for the second time this season. 

On Sept. 29. the Bulldogs forced the Aztecs to play a fifth 
and deciding set in order to win the match, 3-2, by defeating 
Corona in the fourth set, 25-23.

The Aztecs were then scheduled to play at Desert Vista, 
with a 7-1 record, on Oct. 22 before their last two matches in 
October, at home against Mountain Pointe on Oct. 27 and at 
Sunnyslope on Oct. 28.

Marcos girls volleyball

Marcos de Niza has an experienced team with six 
seniors and two juniors carrying the load. Senior 
Hailey White leads the team in kills, averaging 3.3 a 

set, followed by three players with four kills each: seniors Olivia 
Craig and Kelsi Dewaard and junior Emma Orndorf. 

Senior Sara Hambleton leads the team in blocks. 
Seniors Kaitlin Brakefield and Audrey Mayer, along with 

junior Kenzie Underwood, provide digging support. 

Other members of the team include senior defensive 
specialist Jayda Reynolds, senior outside hitter Gianna 
Sanchez, senior outside hitter Abby Alvarado, sophomore 
defensive specialist Zoey Arner, and sophomore outside hitter 
Celest Rivas. 

Corona football

The Aztecs have started their delayed season with a 
three-game winning streak for the first time since 2015. 
If the Aztecs keep playing like they have, defeating 

Desert Vista, 28-0, Basha, 28-24, and Skyline 35-0, they have 
a legitimate chance to make the 6A playoffs for the first time 
since 2012.

Corona, ranked 13th in the 6A conference, will play at No. 
25 Mesa on Oct. 23. 

The Jackrabbits should be confident after their 34-7 win 
over the Dobson Mustangs.

Corona has to be feeling good about how they have started 
the season, especially the seniors, who have endured some 
difficult seasons in their careers.

In order to continue to win, quarterback Quade 
Swearingen, who averaged nearly 175 yards passing, must 
ontinue his accuracy to a bevy of eight Aztec receivers who  
caught balls against Skyline. 

Five had receptions against Basha.
Senior Jake Schmitt is the leading receiver with 10 catches 

for 165 yards followed by fellow senior Bryce Douglass, with 
11 catches for 132 yards. 

Douglass was instrumental in the Aztecs’ come-from-behind 
win over Basha by catching a Swearingen 20-yard touchdown 

pass with less than a minute left in the game.
It is imperative that the Aztec continue playing a balanced 

game by moving the ball on the ground to complement passes 
by Swearingen.

Against Skyline, the Aztecs’  leading rusher, junior Anyale 
Velazquez, who averages more than 157 yards rushing a game, 
carried the ball 12 times for 124 yards. 

Also critical was the help the Aztecs received from senior 
Scott Musgrave, who carried eight times for 85 yards.

Swearingen has also proved that he is a threat running the 
ball, averaging 33 yard a game, and scoring three of the eight 
rushing touchdowns. 

Velazquez has scored four rushing touchdowns.
On defense, the Aztec have shut out Desert Vista and 

Skyline, and stopped Basha in the final minute with an 
interception by senior Jack Farley.

Senior Tudor Georgescu has been incredible breaking 
through the opposing teams offensive line to make tackles. 

He leads the team with 15 solo tackles and 21 total tackles, 
four of them for loss, and in quarterback sacks, with four.

Directly behind Georgescu is junior Jeff Lambert with 
14 solo and 17 total tackles, Schmitt with 13 solo and 19 total 
tackles and Nate Cornier-Ward with 8 solo and 15 total 
tackles.

Senior Colton Mealer is second on the team in quarterback 
sacks with 2.5 along with 13 total tackles, three of them for 
loss.

The Aztec’s kicker, sophomore Colton Kieffer, is 13 for 13 
in point-after-kicks and averages 46 yards per kickoff.

Swearingen has continued to be the Aztec’s punter, 
averaging 30 yards per punt, while Farley and senior Talon 
Williams have done a good job returning kickoffs. 

Senior Alex Rafalski is responsible for punt returns.
After Mesa, the Aztecs will be tested with a game Oct. 30 

against cross-freeway rival, 27-ranked Mountain Pointe, which 
on paper appears to be a possible fifth straight win for  Corona.
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November 2020

Emergency home repairs  
Do you have a broken heater or air conditioner? 

Get help with certain emergency home repairs through the City of 

Tempe and Maricopa County. Each program has differing qualifications 

for assistance. Tempe has limited funding for a wide range of home 

repairs to help keep residents housed. Income qualifications apply. 

Learn more at tempe.gov/housing.

Maricopa County has emergency funds for heating/cooling repair and 

replacement assistance for those impacted by the pandemic.  There is 

no income eligibility requirement.  Learn more at maricopa.gov/5587/

COVID-Emergency-HVAC-Assistance.

In response to 

the COVID-19 

pandemic, Tempe 

has a mask 

requirement in 

public places 

and encourages 

physical 

distancing, 

hand washing 

and sanitizing 

surfaces. For 

information on the 

city’s coronavirus 

response efforts, 

visit tempe.gov/

reopening, tempe.

gov/coronavirus, 

or call Tempe 311 

on weekdays at 

480-350-4311. 

Join Jennifer  
is Dec. 2

Join Councilmember Jennifer 
Adams for her virtual 
community meetup. 

The meetup takes place 
online at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 2. Each meeting spotlights a 
different Tempe zip code. 

This time, the focus 
is on 85284, though 
residents of any area of 
Tempe are welcome to 
participate. 

For more details 
and login nformation 
visit tempe.gov/adams 
or email alex_chin@
tempe.gov.

Get help with 
financial concerns

So many in our community 
have been impacted financially by 
COVID-19. We know it can seem 
overwhelming to find resources 
that can help your family or your 
neighbors. You’re not alone.

We can connect you with 
many community resources at 
tempe.gov/GetHelp.

Here’s what to know right 
now: 

• The city has a new, no-cost 
Financial Navigator program. 
Get connected with resources 

that can help you pay bills, work 
with creditors and maximize your 
income. 

Get started at https://finnav.
org/tempe. Find more details at: 
tempe.gov/CARE7.

• Residential evictions are 
on hold nationally through 
December. Find out if you 
qualify – not everyone does. Get 
details and a declaration form 
you need to sign at cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-

eviction-declaration.
html.

•	SRP’s pause in 
service disconnections 
has ended for most 
customers. 

Economy Price 
Plan customers aren’t 
impacted until early 
January; others with 
delinquent accounts 
are being put on 
payment plans. 
SRP has resources 

available: srpnet.com/heretohelp 
or 602-236-8888. APS extended 
service disconnections through 
December. 

Start planning now: aps.com/
assistance or 602-371-7171.

• Tempe residents can get rent 
and utility help through Tempe 
Community Action Agency. This 
includes back pay for overdue 
payments and late fees. 

Learn more: tempeaction.org 
or 480-389-1375.

Tempe adds bicycle and 
pedestrian connectivity

Two new projects have 
been completed, creating 
important connections 
to enable continuous off-
street riding and walking. 
The Rio Salado Underpass 
at McClintock allows for 
continuous off-street travel 
along the Rio Salado Path 
from Phoenix to Mesa, while 
running through Tempe. 

The Western Canal 
Extension links the Highline 
and Kyrene paths, allowing 
travel to Tempe, Chandler, 
Mesa and Guadalupe. 

When you are ready 
to explore these new 
connections, do so safely: ride 
with the flow of traffic use a 
bike lane; stop at stop signs; 
wear a helmet; and use lights 
at night. Read more at tempe.
gov/TempeinMotion.

Veterans Day 2020
While there will not be a Veterans Day parade this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of Tempe still salutes 
and cares about our community members who are active 
and retired military, as well as those who are military family 
members. Information and links about local resources and 
programs is maintained at tempe.gov/veterans. To subscribe 
to city emails that concern veterans and active military, 
subscribe to the “Military and Veterans” listserv at tempe.gov/
enews. 
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Viewing 
For All 

The Games!

All-You-Can-Eat
All Day! $10.95

$3 Mimosas • $5 Bloody Marys

$1.50 Tacos
$3 Cervezas
$4 Margaritas

6463 S. Rural Road • Tempe • 480.897.2127 • bogeysgrillaz.com
S.E. Corner • Rural & Guadalupe / Behind Circle K & Dutch Bros.

Dog Friendly Patio

$1.50 Tacos$1.50 Tacos$1.50 Tacos

BUY ONE GET ONE

Limit one coupon 
per table per day.

APPETIZERS

The year Edna Minger was born, Woodrow Wilson 
was president, the RMS Lusitania was torpedoed and 
sunk by a German submarine during World War I, 
Hollywood’s first blockbuster hit, “The Birth of a Nation,” 
was released, and a first-class stamp cost 2 cents.

The Spanish flu and the Great Depression had not yet hit, 
and Virginia Woolf’s “Mrs. Dalloway” had not yet decided to buy 
the flowers herself. 

Edna, who celebrated her 105th birthday this month, has 
seen plenty in her days — women getting voting rights, the 
discovery of penicillin, the first jet airplane taking flight, the 
first man on the moon, the first computer, and much more. 

“I never expected to be 100 — my mother was only 91,” said 
the Chandler centenarian, whose good humor, sweet disposition 
and memory are as impressive as her longevity. 

“I just keep going.”
Edna was born on Oct. 11, 2015, in Philip, S.D., one of eight 

children, including Eloise, her sole surviving sibling, age 100. 
Edna learned to play the piano at 8 and eventually worked as a 
church organist. The Class of 1933 valedictorian at Philip High 
School, she used an old book about a man who made hammers 
to craft her graduation address. 

“I don’t think anyone remembered my speech,” she said. 
Edna’s musical skills were quite memorable, however, 

especially to John Minger, the young managing editor of 
Philip’s weekly newspaper. He was a baritone soloist at his 
church and needed an accompanist. They married in 1928 in 
Kansas City, and later lived in Kansas, Iowa and Oklahoma, 

where they owned and operated a small newspaper in Tipton. 
As “society editor,” Edna wrote local news while raising their 

two children and playing the organ at church. She became a 
wonderful gardener and was president of the local garden club, 
in addition to working as a secretary at Altus Air Force Base. 

John died in 1990, and Edna moved in 2007 to Westchester 
Senior Living in Tempe to be nearer her daughter, Sarah 
Auffret. She also has a son, John, six grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren. At Westchester, Edna assumed 
responsibility for the community’s flower garden and 
acted as official greeter. 

“When people came to live there, I would make 
an effort to welcome them like when I was at the 
newspaper,” she said. 

Edna also is a member at Dayspring United Methodist 
Church in Tempe, where she met Jan Hiskett several 
years ago. The women introduced themselves in a pew, 
and Jan told Edna that her own mother shared her 
first name. “She became my church mom,” said Hiskett 
of Chandler. “She is a beautiful soul. Knowing her has 
strengthened my faith, and that’s a wonderful gift.” 

Edna suffered a stroke three years ago, and now 
lives in a small group home where she is grateful for the 
good care. COVID-19 has been isolating because she no 
longer can attend church in person, nor art lectures or 
Bingo games at Westchester. But she still reads the daily 
newspaper, writes notes to friends and occasionally plays 
a keyboard in her home. 

The secrets to her longevity are good genes, 
gardening, a walk and some dark chocolate every day 
and her strong faith. She loves Italian food, but eschews 
“smoked meats and too much grease,” and has never been 
too interested in alcohol. 

No doubt Edna could come up with 105 reasons to 
keep living. We’ll settle for five of her favorite things: 

• Christmas song — “There’s a Star in the Sky”
• Book genre — history
• Color to wear — blue
• Season — fall
• Ice cream — dark chocolate. 

Of course. 

105 doesn’t dampen centenarian’s verve for life: ‘I just keep going’

Jan Hisket, left, thinks of Edna Minger as her second 
mother. The two met 13 years ago at church when Minger 
moved to Arizona. 	             — Photo courtesy Sarah Aufrett
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Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday 
throughout the year to 20,000 homes & rack locations in 

Tempe & Chandler

 
‘The Valley’s Best Community Newspaper’ 

		              — Phoenix magazine 
Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC

Founder & Publisher: Don Kirkland

Editor: Joyce Coronel

Photography: Billy Hardiman . . . www.picturebilly.com 

Contributors: Alex Zener, M.V. Moorhead,  
Janie Magruder, Lee Shappell

 
Offices: Warner Century Plaza 

2145 E. Warner Road, Ste. 102 Tempe, AZ 85284

(480) 966-0845 
Press Option 1 for your call to be directed

 
We welcome your stories, photos — and ideas! Feel free to 

call witharticle  suggestions.  We accept manuscripts and 

photographs from area residents about topics of interest to our 

community. Sorry, we do not accept paid “advertorials.”

CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP 
YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE AND 

WEST CHANDLER ENDEAVORS
Articles appearing in this publication represent 

the opinion of the writer and not necessarily that 
of Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. Acceptance of 
advertising does not constitute an endorsement of the 
described products or services. We reserve the right to 
reject advertising or other content that we feel does not 
meet the needs or interests of our readership. 

 To place a vacation stop and for other delivery 
requests, send email to editor@wranglernews.com or 
call (480) 966-0845, Option 1. Full, downloadable copies 
of recent issues, along with a searchable database of 
past articles and a complete Media Kit with rates & 

For Sale
Hayden Square Condo FSBO 2BED/2BATH 1034 sq.ft. Remodeled spring 

of 2019. Granite counter tops. Recessed lighting, Ceiling fans, Shutters, 

carpet/ tile. Appliances included, Pool/gated covered parking. More Info 

Text 602-469-8834 refer to condo. 11/20

Moving Garage Sale, October 23 & 24 — Furniture for every room, 

kitchen ware & dishes, Christmas items, books, women’s and men’s cloth-

ing and more! Friday and Saturday October 23 & 24. 1650 W. Jasper Dr. 

Chandler AZ . 10/24

 
Help Wanted 
Great Harvest Bread Co is looking for both customer service and baking 

team members. Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out an 

application 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe

Services
ALTCS/Medicaid-AZ Long-Term Care System — Need help to pay 

for Long-Term Care? Stay in your home, have your unlicensed family 

member(s) be paid by Arizona-ALTCS to provide your needed care! Call/

Text 480-203-9592 or Visit ALTCSecrets.com 9/21

Cabinets—We can guide you through the new cabinet process for your 

kitchen, bath or laundry room; call Jim @ 602-825-2580; Red Rock Cabinet 

Co.  1/21

Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, 

Plumbing, Painting, Patios, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 

480-215-3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. Lic. Bond. 

Ins. 11/20

Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality concrete work, slabs, 

footings, pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard landscaping. Tempe based since 

1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.

net. Lic, bonded and Ins. 11/20

Drywall, Stucco and paint—Call or text for a free estimate: 480-215-3373. 

All textures perfect match. Compare our prices to non-licensed contractors. 

Discount for vets and teachers. 11/20

Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 

professional service, Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings 

and weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610.  11/20

Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home and yard repairs, call 

Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, plumbing, painting, electrical. I do it all. 

Specializing in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 years’ 

experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a perfectionist. Free Estimates. 

9/21

Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – General Repair and Maintenance. 

Electrical, home entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, 

fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat and dependable. 25 

years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor - Make your list and call Ron 

480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599. 10/20

House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING - Serving the Valley for 

Over 25 Years. Affordable Service with Quality and Reliability. All Supplies 

Furnished. Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000 1/21

House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t have time, or don’t 

want to spend your days off cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy, 

reliable, honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon request! 

Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234   Call for FREE Estimate. 480-

838-4066 or 602-481-7000. 12/20

House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE CLEANING – Not enough time 

in a day?? We provide quality professional cleaning! Super dependable. 

Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone quote. References avail. 

20 years’ experience Bonded – AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR 

choice!!! CALL 480-833-1027.  11/20

Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 

with texture matching, custom faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 

welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-1588. 10/20

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly Service, GREEN pool 

Clean-ups , the only company where the owner has a degree in hydrology! 

Insured, Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair, 480-

694-1158.  12/20

Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – Specializing in all phases of 

construction. Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ 

rooms, replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. We love 

small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC 

#112275. 11/20

Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, General Contractor, 

Your Neighborhood Contractor, Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens, 

Bathrooms, See Project Pictures and Customer references online at www.

englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 

Call today for a free estimate  480-603-8813.  12/20

Remodeling — Infinity Remodel specializing in Tempe home remodels, 

repairs and so much more! We are your one-stop shop for all your home 

improvement needs. Free estimates. Licensed. Bonded. Insured. ROC 

#228281 480-999-1385.  11/20

Sprinkler & Drip Repair—AQUA MASTERS Specializing In: System Check-

Ups; Valves, Heads, Timers; Leak Detection; Wire Locating and Trouble-

shooting; Brown Spots & Low Pressure Problems; 30+Years’ Experience, 

Quality Service; 480-478-0073 www.AquamastersAz.com 1/21

Tile/Granite — Tile and Stone Installations. Lic., bonded and insured. 

Serving the valley since 1974. Discounts to Wrangler readers. Free 

estimates, call Bob Lukert. 480-510-4650.  11/20

Tree & Yard Clean-Up—Tree Trimming, Yard Clean-up, Weeding, Pruning, 

Desert Landscaping, Removal & Hauling of Anything; Reasonable, Reliable, 

Prompt. Saia 480-201-8966 11/20

T H E  P L A C E  W E  C A L L  H O M E

 T E M P E  &  W E S T  C H A N D L E R

WRANGLER
NEWS
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General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Visit us online at 
www.englishbuilding.net

Owner, Paul English

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring

Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

Call for a FREE estimate

480-603-8813

REMODELING / ADDITIONS

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM 
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!

• EASY DEPLOYMENT
• WINDSHIELD MOUNTED
• REDUCES UP TO 50˚
• NO STORING 

FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe  ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5    
DASHDESIGNS.COM

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

 TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the valley since 1974
•  Lic # ROC137050 
• Bonded and Insured
•   Tile and stone installations 

including fl oors, showers, 
patio’s, backsplashes 
and more.

• Repairs welcome.
• FREE ESTIMATES 
•  Call Bob Lukert 
480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler readers

REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you knowNeighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you know

Announcements appearing in 
our Neighborhood Services sec-
tion are placed by local business 
owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust 
now and in the future. Ads in this 
section appear in 6 consecutive 
issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompany-
ing classified ad at no additional 
charge. 

Call 480-966-0837 for details. Note that ads 
appearing on this page expire with the date shown 
on your invoice. Please call 10 days in advance to 
ensure renewal.

Arizona Oasis Pool Service & Repair

⁴⁸⁰ ⁶⁹⁴ ¹¹⁵⁸ 
*Weekly Service  *Equipment Repair/
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups 

Call today for free water
quality assessment                           

¹⁰% off all drains  
No worries, just jump in!

Insured Certified Pool Operator

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
  Vinyl Siding
• Overhang 
   trim/eaves

• Replacement
  Windows
• AZ Rooms

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-820-8711
jakconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Ky rrene Corrido
Re esid nts

Jennifers,
House Cleaning 
Quality Professional Cleaning

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

480.833.1027

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!  GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226

ROOFING
Maintenance starting

at $250. Free Estimates
on Re-roofs.

480-446-7663
Spencer 4 Hire Roofing

Lic #244850

HANDYMAN
Semi-Retired

General Contractor
Need small jobs done

around the house?

Call John
480-772-7649 cell

Not a licensed contractor

Any Situation or Condition
Quick Close - As-Is!

No Fees Or Commissions!
Erniebuyscash@Gmail.com
480-877-9887

ERNIE 
BUYS 
HOUSES 
FOR 
CASH!

480-215-3373

Time for an 
UPGRADE?

We install doors and windows
Start energy-saving today!

R. CHILD 
CUSTOM CARPENTRY
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed, bonded & insured

Call 480-233-6561 
Quoting and cleaning done with 
SOCIAL DISTANCING

We clean pool tile, fountains and 
water features by removing calcium 

and other build-ups, restoring 
surfaces to like-new condition!

480.253.2850

Learn About Your  
Medicare Options

To schedule your 
FREE  

in-home or online appointment.

CONTACT  
VICTOR  GARZA 

TURNING 65 ?

480.253.2850

480-999-1385
w w w.InfinityRemodel.com

Full Remodels
Kitchen / Bath
Flooring
Painting
HVAC
Electrical / Plumbing

Licensed, Bonded 
and Insured

Infinity Property Services, LLC
ROC #228281

Unlimited Tree Trimming 
& Yard Cleanup 

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

WE DO COMPLETE
Tree Trimming, 
Yard Cleanup, 

Weeding, Pruning, 
Desert Landscaping, 

Removal & Hauling of Anything.
Reasonable Reliable & Prompt

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

DD Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.



WRANGLER NEWS  • OCT. 24 - NOV 6, 2020 • PAGE 22

On November 13, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., the 
Tempe Chamber Military Affairs Committee 
(MAC) will host the annual Copper 5 Honors 
Event as a live Zoom broadcast from 
the 161st Air Refueling Wing. This event 
will honor both an outstanding officer 

and enlisted member of the 161st Air Refueling Wing to 
commemorate members of the Copper 5 aircrew killed in 
1982. 

This year, 1st Lt. Caleb Mischung and TSgt Patrick Nelson
have been selected as the 2020 Goldwater ANG Base Maj 
Truman Young and TSgt Donald Plough award winners. 
Both outstanding airmen have been instrumental to the 
Wings’ mission success both at home and abroad. 1st Lt. 
Mischung and TSgt Nelson represent the talent, dedication, 
hard work, and spirit of the Copperhead family. 

The Tempe Chamber’s annual State of the 
City presented by Edward Jones will be 
held as a live broadcast on Friday October 
30, 2020 at 8:00 a.m.  

The 22nd annual event will feature newly 
elected Mayor Corey Woods, who will 
discuss his personal experiences since 
becoming mayor, highlight the city’s 

recent response to the pandemic, the resiliency of the 
community and plans for the near future. In addition to his 
remarks, Mayor Woods will sit down for a fire-side chat with 
Anne Gill, Tempe Chamber President and CEO. 

To protect the health and safety of our community, this 
year’s State of the City will be a live broadcast from a closed 
studio.

State of the City | October 30, 2020 

2020 State of the City Presenting Sponsor

Tempe Chamber Military Affairs Committee 

will honor both an outstanding officer 

Annual Copper 5 Honors Event

Your neighborhood businesses 
need you now more than ever.  
You can get a great deal at your 
favorite community business by 
using the myhownd® app or by 
visiting promos.myhownd.com/
city-of-tempe-arizona.

Registration for both events can be found by visiting www.tempechamber.org. For sponsorship opportunities 
and information, please email events@tempechamber.org
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Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

 LA  CASA DE JUANA  
 
 

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe  • Pollack Cinemas Center  •  480-820-0837

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH 
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND 
MOUTHWATERING FOOD  

 
If you think you have been to a Mexican 
restaurant lately you probably need to 
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic, we mean it! 
Upon entering, you’ll be dazzled by the 
colorful décor, beautiful tables and 
chairs, Mexican painted murals, 
colorful banners hanging from the 
ceiling and beautiful art.   

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this 
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give 
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great 
food, awesome salsa,  great service and 
amazing ambience. Don’t forget happy 
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every  day 
with $2 beer (domestic and imports) 
and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa, 
the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 

Check out our menu or order online at 
juanashouse.com  

Briefl y . . . 
Grant fi lls technology need at schools

Computers and internet access now seem to be almost as 
vital to education as are the teachers who guide their students’ 
learning.

However, as virtual learning continues, many students 
across the country are still missing those seemingly ubiquitous 
technological necessities, according to Christine Busch, 
superintendent of the Tempe Elementary School District.

To help meet that need, Toyota USA Foundation has 
approved grants totaling almost $3.4 million to support 
students in 13 states, including Arizona, where the company has 
operations. The grants will fund WiFi access points, mobile WiFi 
devices, laptop computers and software licenses, all aimed at 
helping more than 350,000 students to access virtual learning.

“Tempe Elementary is sincerely grateful to (Toyota USA) 
and the Tempe Impacts Education, or TIE, Foundation for their 
generosity in supporting learning for all of our students during 
this challenging year,” said Busch. 

“Contributions like this help provide a brighter future for 

students and impact our society for good.” 
The grants build upon Toyota’s ongoing COVID-19 relief 

efforts, prior foundation grants focused on e-learning programs 
and hunger, and the recent launch of an education hub that 
includes virtual field trips of the company’s operations.  

More help for Tempe small businesses
The city of Tempe is helping its small businesses weather 

the impacts of COVID-19 by giving away thousands of free 
masks, hand sanitizer and $10,000 in business grants. More 
than $1.1 million in grants are available.

From 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 26, businesses can pick 
up free reusable masks and liters of hand sanitizer for their staff 
and customers. 

The giveaway will take place in what is being described as 
a contact-safe environment at Tempe/APS Joint Fire Training 
Center, 1340 E. University Drive. 

W. Chandler survey to aid planning
 Financial planners are getting ready to move forward 

with the city of Chandler’s upcoming budget process and are 
encouraging West Chandler residents to provide their thoughts 

about the city and its future. The survey, which continues 
through Sunday, Nov. 15, can be found at chandleraz.gov/
budget.

Residents citywide are also being invited to participate.
Survey planners ask that respondents answer at least the 

first six general questions, which they say should take about two 
minutes. The remaining questions allow for specific feedback 
on any or all of the targeted topics, which are based on six 
Chandler City Council strategic goals, including:

· Being the Most Connected City (Transportation, Mobility, 
Technology);

· Being a Leader in Trust and Transparency 
(Communication/Citizen Engagement);

· Maintaining Fiscal Sustainability (Financial Services, Cost 
of Services);

· Attracting a Range of Private Sector Businesses 
(Employment/Economic Vitality);

· Fostering a Contemporary Culture that Embraces Unity 
(Arts, Culture, Recreation); and

· Being Safe and Beautiful (Public Safety, Parks 
Neighborhoods, Infrastructure).

The survey results will be shared with the mayor, 
councilmembers, the city manager and staff to assist in 
developing a financial plan.
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Patti Agnew Scott Agnew

“Call Us First”
480-797-2892

Scott and Patti are on your side during COVID-19

We give you a direct cash offer.

We’ll buy your house,
no hassle, quick cash.

Save Thousands Buying 
Your Dream Home.

Traditional MLS listing.

List with us to put 
the most money 

in your pocket at closing.

We loan you the money 
to stage your house to 

sell for top dollar. 

Concierge Service.

Keller Mortgage
“Zero Cost”


