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B.A. Tops Out Fire Station 3

By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

Officials from the City of Broken 
Arrow topped out a replacement 
for Broken Arrow Fire Station 3 
on Oct. 19.  

 The project site, which is on the 
west side of 23rd Street (Coun-
ty Line Road/193rd East Ave-
nue), north of the Creek Turnpike 
at approximately 115th Street, 
will replace an older Station 3, 
currently located about two miles 
away on Elm Place north of Jasper 
(131st) Street. 

“We use a great deal of data and 
research to determine the most ef-
fective location for our resources, 
including this and all future fire 
stations, in order to maintain quick 
response times and superior cus-
tomer service to our citizens” said 
Fire Chief Jeremy Moore. 

When finished, the new station 
will have three bays sized and 
equipped for modern firefight-
ing apparatus. Reco Enterprises 
is constructing the station, which 
will cost about $3.8 million. It is 
funded by voter-approved 2011 
and 2014 General Obligation 
bonds. 

The topping out ceremony 
was held in place of a tradition-
al groundbreaking because that 
was not possible during the ini-
tial shelter-in-place order for the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Broken Arrow is turning up the 
heat in its quest to provide the best 
possible protective services with 
the construction of two new fire 
stations.

Earlier in October, ground was 
broken for a replacement for Fire 
Station 7. The project site is di-
rectly south of Arrowhead Park at 
201 E. Washington St.

It replaces an aging Station 7, cur-
rently located about one mile away 
on Elm Place north of New Orle-
ans Street. That station had been 
decommissioned once before when 
Fire Station 2 was completed, but 
was put back into service when the 
Fire Department expanded oper-
ations to include a seventh station 
in 2016. Among other deficiencies, 
it was built when firefighting appa-
ratus were much smaller than they 
are today, meaning many of the de-
partment’s modern fire engines do 
not fit in the old facility.

“A great deal of data-driven re-
search was done to determine the 
most effective location for this and 
all future fire stations,” said Fire 
Chief Jeremy Moore. 

The new Fire Station 7 will have 
four bays sized and equipped for 
modern firefighting apparatus. 
Coweta-based Bravo Builders 
will construct the station, which 
will cost about $3.6 million. The 
project is funded by the voter ap-
proved 2018 Build Our Future BA 
General Obligation Bond package.

Courtesy GH2 Architects

FIRE STATION 7:  Fire Station 7 will join Fire Station 3 as the city up-
grades its Fire Department facilities. 
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TOPPING OUT:  An impressive topping out ceremony was held at Sta-
tion 3 as Reco Enterprises placed the steel beam with the American flag 
atop the building.
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READY FOR CONSTRUCTION:  Broken Arrow officials along with 
members of the B.A. Fire Department and the station builder Reco En-
terprises participated in a topping out ceremony for Station 3.  

In Addition, Ground Broken
For Fire Station 7 Replacement
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KUDOS of the MONTH: Tulsa Day Center

The Tulsa Day Center received 
two significant awards in ear-
ly October, one for its medical 
clinic and the other for the entire 
staff of front-line workers.  

The Oklahoma Nurses Associ-
ation (ONA) held its 111th An-
nual Nurses’ Convention, virtu-
ally, honoring “The Year of the 
Nurse,” and honored the Tulsa 
Day Center to recognize this 
year’s most outstanding Oklaho-
ma nurses and medical facilities.

“The Tulsa Day Center Med-
ical Clinic is honored to be rec-
ognized by ONA for Excellence 
in the Workplace,” said Leslie 
Petty, clinic director. “Our dedi-
cated staff and volunteers strive 

to serve Tulsa’s most vulnerable 
population—our homeless—with 
professionalism, dignity and re-

spect.” 
In addition, all Day Center staff 

were included among frontline 

workers into the 2020 Tulsa Hall 
of Fame by the Tulsa Historical 
Society & Museum.  
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TULSA HALL OF FAME FRONT-LINE WORKERS
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Tulsa Area United Way Announces 
Campaign Leadership Through 2023

Tulsa Area United Way CEO Al-
ison Anthony announced on Oct. 
9 the campaign chairs for the next 
three years in the organization’s ef-
fort to raise millions of dollars each 
year to support 59 area non-profit 
organizations, collaborative initia-
tives, and innovation grants. 

Campaign Chairs give leadership 
and direction to the current year’s 
campaign efforts, mobilizing more 
than 30,000 donors and over 1,000 
companies that run workplace 
campaigns. The chair leads the 
way in building, organizing and 
managing a successful volunteer 
campaign team. The chair sets the 
spirit, pace and example to gener-
ate contributions and awareness so 
vital in funding health and human 
service needs in the Tulsa area. 
This year, under the leadership of 
Campaign Chair Caron Lawhorn, 
the Tulsa Area United Way aims to 
raise $23,720,000 through individ-
ual and corporate donations, along 
with foundation gifts. 

As COVID has shaken all parts 
of society, the Tulsa Area Unit-
ed Way seeks to create stability 
through leadership in community 
volunteerism and philanthropy. 
The campaign chairs will inspire 
the community to come back 
strong as key figures in helping to 
stabilize area social service agen-
cies through community-wide giv-
ing. Chairs are selected based on 
their ability and personal passion 
to lead the United Way’s annual 
campaign to improve lives by mo-
bilizing the caring power of thou-
sands in our communities.  

“Tulsa Area United Way is con-
tinuing the tradition to get the best 
of the best when it comes to lead-

ing fundraising campaigns. This 
is a big win for us and everyone 
who currently uses or will need 
social services in the future,” said 
Kirk Hays, president and CEO of 
Arvest Bank Tulsa and 2020 Tul-
sa Area United Way Board Chair. 
“We are in good hands as we nav-
igate our way to recovering from 
these unprecedented challenges 
and strengthening Tulsa and the 
surrounding communities by im-
proving lives for years to come.”

The Campaign Chairs will be:
• 2021 Campaign Co-Chairs: 

Karen Keith (Tulsa County 
Commissioner) and Tim Lyons 
(president and CEO, TTCU 
Federal Credit Union)

• 2022 Campaign Chair: Peggy 
Simmons (President and COO, 
PSO)

• 2023 Campaign Chair: Karl 
Neumaier (COO, Hilti). 

“The collaborative spirit that ex-
ists in our community is what en-
ables Tulsa Area United Way and 
our 59 nonprofit partner agencies 
to keep the social safety net strong. 
My heart is so full of joy when I 
think these leaders, Commissioner 
Karen Keith, Tim Lyons, Peggy 
Simmons and Karl Neumaier, will 
be guiding our campaigns for the 
next three years,” Anthony said, 
adding, “Despite the uncertain 
times we are living in, we can be 
certain that their leadership will po-
sition the United Way and the entire 
Tulsa area community for success.”

 
About the Chairs:
Karen Keith (2021 Co-Chair)

Karen Keith, re-elected as Coun-
ty Commissioner for District 2 in 

November 2020, has a long history 
of working to better Tulsa County. 
Some of her projects include: work-
ing to secure federal funding for 
the West Tulsa/Sand Springs levee 
system; lead the successful cam-
paign for the new Family Center 
for Juvenile Justice; leading an ef-
fort to build a new OSU Extension 
building; construction is underway 
for the Gilcrease Expressway and 
bridge in a partnership with the 
Turnpike Authority; ensuring Tul-
sa County facilities are smoke-free 
campuses; and working to enhance 
the Will Rogers Memorial located 
in Claremore, OK.

Keith worked for 26 years in 
broadcasting, with 21 years at 
KJRH as an anchor, reporter and 
executive producer and host of 
“Oklahoma Living.” In 2002, she 
became the Mayor’s Director of 
Community Relations and Vision 
Implementation. Following her 
service at City Hall, Keith worked 
for the Tulsa Metro Chamber of 
Commerce as the Director of Part-
nership Development for the Tulsa 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.  

Keith serves on numerous boards 
and authorities in her role as a Coun-
ty Commissioner.  She has received 
many awards over the years for her 
professional and volunteer work.

Tim Lyons (2021 Co-Chair) 
Tim Lyons is the president and 

CEO of TTCU Federal Cred-
it Union. TTCU Federal Credit 
Union is the second largest cred-
it union in Oklahoma, with $2.3 
billion in assets, 18 branches and 
140,000 members. 

Only the seventh president in 
TTCU’s 86-year history, Lyons was 

named CEO in 2011. He has over-
seen the credit union’s rapid growth, 
opening seven new branches and a 
newly built 90,000 square foot cor-
porate headquarters in south Tulsa 
under his leadership. Thanks to 
Lyons, TTCU has continued to be 
a leader in supporting education in 
Oklahoma. In 2016, TTCU Federal 
Credit Union spearheaded Support 
our Schools, which generated over 
$2.8 million for Oklahoma school 
districts. He also worked to start the 
School Pride debit card program, 
where a percentage of each transac-
tion is donated back to the schools, 
resulting in over $1 million donat-
ed to local school districts since the 
program’s inception.

Lyons is a strong believer in the 
credit union movement and has 

served on a number of boards and 
committees for industry organiza-
tions. In addition, he is a strong 
advocate for educational and 
community causes, serving on the 
boards of the David Temple Foun-
dation, Tulsa Community College 
Foundation, Oral Roberts Univer-
sity, Tulsa Area United Way and 
Tulsa Regional Chamber.

Peggy Simmons (2022 Chair)
Peggy Simmons is president and 

chief operating officer of Public Ser-
vice Company of Oklahoma (PSO). 
She is responsible for all aspects 
of providing electric service for 
PSO’s more than 550,000 custom-
ers. These include customer ser-
vice, operation of the distribution 
        (Continued on page 16)
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LOOKING FORWARD:  Tulsa Area United Way CEO Alison Antho-
ny announces the campaign leadership for the next three years at the 
TAUW headquarters at 1430 S. Boulder Ave. in Tulsa.  Attending are 
2022 Chair Peggy Simmons, president and CEO of Public Service Com-
pany of Oklahoma (PSO); 2023 Campaign Chair Karl Neumaier (COO, 
Hilti); 2021 Co-chair Tim Lyons, president and CEO of TTCU Federal 
Credit Union; and 2021 Co-Chair Karen Keith (2021 Co-Chair), cur-
rently Tulsa County Commissioner for District 2.

http://arvest.com/loans
http://www.jackwills.net
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For the fourth time in 15 years, 
the Association of Chamber of 
Commerce Executives (ACCE) 
has honored the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber as its National Chamber 
of the Year. The award recognizes 
chambers that demonstrate excel-
lence in operations, member ser-
vices and community leadership.

“This award is a testament to not 
only the quality of the Chamber’s 
programs and services, but its en-
during impact on our region as 
well,” said Roger Ramseyer, vice 
president and Tulsa market leader 
for Cox Communications and the 
Chamber’s 2020 board chair. 

ACCE previously named the 
Tulsa Regional Chamber the na-
tion’s best chamber in 2005, 2008 
and 2010. For the 2020 award, 
the Chamber presented a num-
ber of innovative programs for 
consideration, including part-
nerships built with tribal nations 
in Chamber-led Tulsa’s Future 
regional economic development 
projects, as well as the diversity, 
equity and inclusion (DEI) work 
exemplified by the Chamber-led 
Mosaic coalition.

The award’s multi-stage selec-
tion process includes an initial 
operations benchmark, a written 
application and a panel interview. 
ACCE evaluates comparable 
chambers based on total revenue, 
and the Tulsa Regional Chamber 
competed at the highest tier. Win-
ners were announced September 
30 as part of ACCE’s annual con-
vention, which was held virtually 
this year.

“The Tulsa Regional Chamber is 
a strong advocate for our business 
community in Tulsa and works 
hand-in-hand with the city on our 
economic development efforts,” 
said Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum. “I 
am glad others have recognized 
what we already knew: that we 
have the best chamber of com-
merce in America.”

Established in 1903, the Tul-
sa Regional Chamber is north-
east Oklahoma’s principal 
business-driven leadership orga-
nization improving the quality 
of community life through the 
development of regional eco-
nomic prosperity. The Chamber 
represents more than 2,150 mem-
ber organizations and more than 
178,000 area employees.

“We at the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber are thrilled by this hon-
or,” said Mike Neal, president 
and CEO of the Chamber. “Being 
named Chamber of the Year for 
the fourth time would not be pos-
sible without the dedication of our 
hard-working staff, our engaged 

board of directors and the diverse 
businesses that make up our mem-
bership.”

The Tulsa Regional Chamber de-
velops and delivers a wide variety 
of programs and services designed 
to bolster and benefit Tulsa-ar-
ea businesses of all shapes and 
sizes, from large corporations to 
small startups. For more than 115 
years, the Chamber has served as 
an integral part of what makes the 
Tulsa region a great place to live, 
work and play. As epitomized by 
the Chamber tagline – “Your Part-
ner in Prosperity” – every strat-
egy, program and service of the 
Chamber is created specifically to 
increase prosperity.

In addition to providing services 
and programs for its member com-
panies, the Tulsa Regional Cham-
ber leads northeast Oklahoma’s 
regional economic development 
partnership, Tulsa’s Future. The 
Chamber also houses Tulsa Re-
gional Tourism, the region’s des-
tination marketing organization, 
and leads a coalition of more than 
75 entities endorsing the OneV-
oice Regional Legislative Agen-
da, a shared list of pro-business 
state and federal policy priorities.

The Chamber holds several 
prestigious accreditations: five-
star accreditation from the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce; accred-

ited economic development orga-
nization through the International 
Economic Development Council 
(IEDC); and accredited destina-
tion marketing organization (Vis-
itTulsa) through Destinations In-
ternational (DI). In addition, the 
Chamber houses the Tulsa Office 
of Film, Music, Arts & Culture 
(Tulsa FMAC), Oklahoma’s only 
accredited city film commission 
through the Association of Film 
Commissioners International 
(AFCI).

Beyond accreditations, the 
Chamber is on a journey toward 
a Malcolm Baldrige National 
Quality Award. As steps on that 
journey, the Oklahoma Quality 
Foundation honored the Chamber 
in 2013, 2015 and again in 2019.

“At the Tulsa Regional Chamber, 
we strongly believe in continuous 
improvement,” said Chamber Ex-
ecutive Vice President and COO 
Justin McLaughlin. “The process 
of re-accreditation or applying 
for an award is an opportunity 
for introspection and evaluation. 
We’re humbled to have our efforts 
celebrated by fellow chambers 
of commerce, but the real value 
comes when that self-assessment 
propels us even further forward.”

For more information about the 
Chamber’s programs and ser-
vices, visit tulsachamber.com.
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Ninety-nine years after the 1921 
Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre, we found 
a mass grave in 
Oaklawn Ceme-
tery. 

In October, 
members from 
our 1921 Graves 
Physical Investi-
gation Team un-
earthed a portion 
of that cemetery 
that now gives us 
a better glimpse 
into the 1921 Tul-
sa Race Massacre. 
Though we can’t 
tie October’s find-
ings directly to 
the race massacre, 
yet, we now have 
a renewed hope of 
finding out what 
happened nearly 
100 years ago af-
ter 12 coffins were 
found in October’s 
test excavation. 

The largest discovery in Octo-
ber’s test excavation was the find-
ing of 11 coffins, all located in a 
single grave shaft – this is also 
known as a mass grave. 

The area where remains were 
found has been 
previously ref-
erenced as the 
Original 18 site, 
located adjacent 
to two 1921 race 
massacre head-
stones in the his-
torical African 
American section 
of the Potters 
Field. Funeral 
home records 
and other docu-
ments for 1921 
show that at least 
18 identified and 
unidentified Af-
rican American 
massacre victims 
were buried in 
the City-owned 
cemetery. 

It’s noted the 
finding of the 11 
coffins represents 
just one-third of 

the overall anomaly that was de-
tected when we did our geophys-
ical survey work. So though we 
found 11 coffins in a single grave 
shaft, we know there is a possibili-
ty there could be more. 

Moreover, our team tells me 
there were even stairs built into the 
corner of the trench, which is con-
sistent with a single event having 
happened where someone would 
have had to build a grave large 
enough to hold multiple people.

But though multiple people were 
buried in a single grave shaft, there 
are still a lot of unknowns after 
October’s findings. We still don’t 
know who these victims are, how 
they died and whether their deaths 
were a result of the 1921 Tulsa 
Race Massacre. Further investiga-
tion and research is needed to help 
put these puzzle pieces together - 
an investigation that isn’t a quick 
one. 

The next steps in our effort to un-
cover what happened nearly 100 
years ago continue. The excavation 
site has now been covered in pro-
tective materials and filled back in 
until we can safely and legally ex-
hume those remains and get them 
to a safe environment where they 
can be studied. When exposed to 
today’s air after having been un-
derground for so long, these re-
mains are incredibly delicate and 
we can’t risk their integrity by un-
earthing them and exposing them 
to air without a sound plan. 

Upon a judge signing off on our 
exhumation request, we will then 
have to find an appropriate time 
to finish where we left off in Oc-
tober, weather permitting. We ex-
pect this process to take several 
months. 

In the meantime, our search for 
answers continues. There are still 
sites with anomalies to be exam-

ined, and others to be scanned to 
see whether anomalies are pres-
ent that are consistent with a mass 
grave. I am ever hopeful and con-
fident the work we are doing is im-
portant and that we’re on the right 
track to providing some sense of 
closure for the families and for 
Tulsa as we seek the truth of what 
happened in 1921.
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From Tulsa’s 
Mayor

By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

Tulsa Welcomes 50 Immigrants in Oklahoma’s
First Outdoor Drive-In Naturalization Ceremony

As major U.S. cities work to safe-
ly welcome new immigrants amid 
the pandemic, 50 people from 22 
different countries became U.S. 
citizens on October 8 in Oklaho-
ma’s first outdoor, drive-in nat-
uralization ceremony at Admiral 
Twin Drive-In; the historic theater 
featured in The Outsiders movie.

The ceremony is Tulsa’s sin-
gle-largest, yet, with nearly 400 
new immigrants now having nat-
uralized in Tulsa since the City 
started hosting ceremonies in 
April of 2019 as a part of its New 
Tulsans Initiative.

“In Tulsa, we recognize the risks 
and challenges people face when 
they leave their homeland to be-
come United States citizens, and 
we want Tulsa to live up to that 
sacrifice,” Mayor G.T. Bynum 
said. “That is why we started 
hosting citizenship ceremonies 
at City Hall, and we love the op-
portunity to honor our newest 
fellow Americans. But with the 
onset of the pandemic, we hav-
en’t been able to serve as many 

as we would like. That is what 
makes this event so exciting: it 
is a naturalization ceremony tru-
ly unique to Tulsa at the historic 
Admiral Twin Drive-In, with peo-
ple from more than 20 countries 
becoming United States citizens. 
I am thankful for the team at the 
Admiral Twin and thankful I got 
to share this moment with our fel-
low Tulsans.”

After U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services (USCIS) tem-
porarily suspended naturalization 
ceremonies countrywide in March 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Tulsa resumed hosting smaller cer-
emonies at Tulsa City Hall in July 
to keep participants safe, operating 
on a limited capacity where only 
10 people could naturalize at one 
time indoors. With the space and 
ability for participants to socially 
distance in their cars at the drive-
in theater, the City found a unique 
and safe way to help more people 
naturalize at one time.

On October 8, future U.S. cit-
izens sat in their cars and tuned 

into the theater’s FM radio sta-
tion to hear the festivities, as 
they would if they were there to 
see a movie. As USCIS read their 
countries of origin, each immi-
grant honked their horns, stepped 
out with their masks on and stood 
next to their vehicles to take their 
oaths of allegiance. The 50 people 
who naturalized were accompa-
nied by family and friends, all of 
whom sat in their vehicles as they 
watched Tulsa’s newest citizens 
naturalize. 

“Tulsa has always been a wel-
coming and resilient communi-
ty – that was best shown when 
our theater burned down and our 
friends in Tulsa rallied behind us 
and helped us build it back bet-
ter,” said Blake Smith, Owner of 
Admiral Twin Drive-In. “We’re 
incredibly thankful to be able to 
have the environment that we do 
that can allow this sort of thing, 
especially in a time where we have 
to put some space in between our-
selves and others to help prevent 
the spread of this virus.”

The naturalization ceremony was 
held just in time for Tulsa’s newest 
citizens, ages 18 and over, to reg-
ister to vote ahead of Oklahoma’s 
October 9 voter registration dead-
line for the November 3 election.

 
Background

As part of the New Tulsans Ini-

tiative, the City of Tulsa began 
hosting United States Naturaliza-
tion Ceremonies in 2019 with U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices (USCIS) at Tulsa City Hall. 
To date, the City of Tulsa has host-
ed 11 naturalization ceremonies 
and welcomed nearly 400 new im-
migrants to Tulsa.

Search for the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre 
Mass Graves Continues at Oaklawn Cemetery

 Courtesy City of Tulsa

DISCUSSING EXCAVATION WORK:  Mayor G.T. Bynum and  Ar-
cheologist Kary Stackelbeck from the State of Oklahoma discuss excava-
tion work at Oaklawn Cemetery on Oct. 21.

GTR Media Group photo

SWEARING ALLEGIANCE:  These people are among the 50 from 22 
different countries who became U.S. citizens in the drive-in naturaliza-
tion ceremony at the Admiral Twin Drive-In on Oct. 8.

https://www.merlenorman.com
http://www.cartridge-smart.com
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One of the areas hit hard by the 
pandemic has been the closure of 
the public schools, 
leaving thousands 
of parents to juggle 
work and daycare, 
often doing both at 
home. 

Even though busi-
nesses have gradu-
ally begun to reopen 
and employees re-
turning to work, the 
schools have stayed 
with virtual and/
or distant learning. 
This has left par-
ents to wonder and 
worry how do they 
return to work when 
there is no place for 
the children to be 
during the day. 

To address this 
dilemma, the Tul-
sa County Board 
of Commissioners 
(BOCC) decided to 
dedicate a portion of the county’s 
CARES funding to the county’s 

Park and Recreation Department 
to design a program using park 

facilities where 
the children 
could safely be 
during the day. 

On Sept. 30, 
we announced 
the “School of 
Rec” program. 
School of Rec 
began on Oct. 
4 in four of the 
county parks: 
Chandler Park 
C o m m u n i t y 
Center, Bixby 
C o m m u n i t y 
Center, SoCo 
R e c r e a t i o n 
Center, and La-
Fortune Park 
C o m m u n i t y 
Center.  

At each of 
these centers, 
students age 
6-13 have ac-

cess to virtual or distance learning. 
Like traditional school, School of 

Rec is in 
s e s s i o n 
M o n d a y 
to Friday 
from 7:30 
a.m. and 
5:30 p.m. 

T h e 
cost is $50/week and is limited 
to 20 students per location. Stu-
dents must bring their own laptop, 
school supplies, sack lunch and 
water bottle. Park staff interact and 
monitor students as well as ensur-
ing they follow CDC guideline by 
maintaining physical distance and 
ensuring learning surfaces are fre-
quently cleaned. 

School of Rec provides county 
parks locations that parents can 
turn to when their children need 
a trusted, safe, and clean place 
to distance and/or virtual learn 
while parents focus on their reg-
ular jobs. 

The City of Tulsa Parks and Rec-
reation Department has also start-
ed a similar program at five (5) lo-
cations. Both the City and County 
Parks Departments work together 

to make sure if one location is full 
that they help the parents find ei-
ther a city or county facility that 
has openings. 

The School to Rec program is just 
one of dozens of areas throughout 
the county where the BOCC has 
directed the use of the CARES 
funds to provide rescue and recov-
ery efforts to families and busi-
nesses that have been disrupted by 

the COVID 19 public health emer-
gency. To learn more about the 
county’s CARES program, visit 
www.tulsacountycares.org 

For more information about this 
program please contact the Cen-
ters directly: 

Chandler Park – 918-591-6053
Bixby Center – 918-366-4841
SoCo Center – 918-746-3780
LaFortune Center – 918-496-6220

Tulsa County CARES Provides $3.2 Million 
For Food Pantries Through the Holidays
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

 Courtesy photo

COMMUNITY CENTER:  The LaFortune Park Community Center 
and Library is one of four “School of Rec” locations, offering students 
age 6-13 access to virtual or distance learning Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Tulsa County Commissioners 
approved an additional $3.2 mil-
lion for nonprofit food providers 
to ensure stocked pantries for the 
holidays.  

The requested funding amount 
came from an area food summit in 
October that included Tulsa Coun-
ty and nonprofit leaders at Tulsa 
Area United Way offices. The 
summit was the first of its kind in 
the area.  

Summit attendees were encour-

aged to summarize the area’s food 
needs and work together to lever-
age bulk purchasing. Summit invi-
tees included Catholic Charities, 
Community Food Bank of Eastern 
Oklahoma, Hunger Free Okla-
homa, Iron Gate Tulsa, Meals on 
Wheels, Owasso Community Ser-
vices, Sand Springs Community 
Services and others.  

“As the largest provider of food 
to people in need in the state of 
Oklahoma, Catholic Charities is 

counted on by those in need to 
serve with love,” said Deacon 
Kevin Sartorius, CEO of Catho-
lic Charities of Tulsa. “During the 
COVID pandemic we have seen 
the number of families coming to 
our centers in Tulsa and Broken 
Arrow increase by 400%. We are 
now serving 6,500 families per 
month in Tulsa County, more than 
30,000 souls.  Every month we 
are providing more than 400,000 
meals right here in Tulsa.  

“We are very thankful to have 
the opportunity to work with Tulsa 
County and we know that the Tul-
sa Cares grant we have received 
will benefit families needing as-
sistance during this difficult time.” 

Food pantries are the single high-
est referral from Eastern Oklahoma 
211 since March with more than 
17,300 from the region calling for 
help related to food, according to 
reports presented at the summit. 
The second highest referral, with 
almost 1,200, is to food stamps.  

Tulsa County CARES previously 
provided $1.2 million to area food 
pantries. Including Monday’s ap-
proval, Tulsa County pantries have 
received $4.4 million. 

For more information about 
other Tulsa County CARES pro-
grams, go to tulsacountycares.org.

GTR Media Group photo

EARLY VOTING AT ONEOK:  Early voting was interesting this year after the Tulsa County Election 
Board announced that ONEOK Field would be used as the early voting location for the November 3rd 
election. ONEOK Field is normally home to the Tulsa Drillers, but was open for three different periods 
for Tulsa County voters to complete ballots for the November election.  Throughout the country, several 
stadiums and arenas were chosen as voting locations to help provide safe facilities for voters during the 
COVID pandemic.

County Dedicates a Portion of CARES Funding to Parks

http://aircoservice.com
http://www.akins.com
https://www.facebook.com/themarketatpearl
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As we pull into the home stretch 
of 2020, and given that it’s almost 
Thanksgiving, I am 
grateful that we 
live in a resilient 
and resourceful 
country. With the 
coming of the 
colder weather, it 
will be challenging 
to accommodate 
COVID-conscious 
in-person perfor-
mances. Thank-
fully, behind the 
scenes — in Zoom 
meetings every-
where — there are 
corporate folks, 
board members 
and committees 
straining their 
brains and budgets 
for creative ways 
to bring us live en-
tertainment. 

Although I al-
ways look forward to the holiday 
season, spring can’t come soon 
enough. New York’s theaters are 
now shuttered through May 30, 
2021. For many shows, those New 
York closings affect touring Broad-
way. With vaccines showing prom-
ise,  there is hope for an improve-
ment in our current situation. I 
welcome the day that doors will be 
open for shows at the BOK Center, 
the PAC, Tulsa Theatre (the Brady), 
and elsewhere. In the meantime, 
there are numerous opportunities 
for a fun time out on the town.

Theatre Tulsa has partnered with 
ahaa (Hardesty Arts Center) to 
craft a unique theatre experience 
with “Tell Me a Story.” Over the 
past few months, Theatre Tulsa has 
been gathering real-life stories that 
have been shared with script writ-
ers for development. “This is our 
response to live theatre being shut 
down for so long this year,” says 
Jarrod Kopp, executive director of 
Theatre Tulsa. “We’ve redesigned 
the entire experience of attend-

ing a show so we could continue 
producing theatre that builds up 

and strengthens 
our community.” 
Audiences will 
rotate through 
six performance 
locations at ahaa 
Hardesty in so-
cially distanced 
groups of 10. 
The space (com-
prising 40,000 
square feet) will 
be closed entire-
ly to other mem-
bers of the public 
during that time. 
Tickets are $25 
and can be pur-
chased online 
through ahaa. 
P e r f o r m a n c e s 
take place in No-
vember, Decem-
ber and January. 

Concerts at the 
BOK Center have been canceled 
or postponed, but the Center’s 
Winterfest is back for its 13th year. 
You can take to the ice — 17,000 
square feet of it, INSIDE the BOK 
Center — Nov. 21 through Jan. 3. 

Across the way from the BOK, 
the Cox Business Convention Cen-
ter (CBCC) has polished off an 
attractive remodeling and is em-
bracing new types of business. It is 
working closely with the Tulsa Of-
fice of Film, Music, Art and Culture 
on several projects, including host-
ing crews working on the film “Ida 
Red.” The venue offers its space 
for craft and catering services and 
prop storage. Additionally, scenes 
from the film were shot in CB-
CC’s Pepsi Exhibit Hall, among 
other locations. My husband and I 
were made aware of Tulsa filming 
one Saturday afternoon as we were 
strolling on the Williams Green be-
tween the Tulsa PAC and the Hy-
att. We were alarmed to hear shots. 
Unmistakable gunfire. Just as were 
looking for cover, a bystander told 
us that “Ida Red” was being filmed 
at 4th and Boston! “Ida Red” is an 
American crime drama, written 
and directed by Tulsa native John 
Swab, and starring Josh Hartnett, 
Melissa Leo and Frank Grillo. 

CBCC has hosted Tulsa Opera 
rehearsals and branched out to 
produce wine dinners. The Fall 
Harvest Wine Dinner with Chef 
Devin Levine is slated for Nov. 12. 
Guests will be seated in the brand-
new chef-designed kitchen to en-
joy a six-course meal. A duet from 
Tulsa Symphony Orchestra will 
enrich the evening of fine dining.

Dancers returned to Tulsa Bal-
let studios in late September. The 
Ballet had received a grant to in-

stall a new state-of-the-art air pu-
rification system in consideration 
of upcoming rehearsals, classes 
and performances at their facil-
ities. With health and safety at 
the forefront of every decision, 
the Ballet will present 26 perfor-
mances through Nov. 22 at Studio 
K. “Creations Re-Imagined” will 
feature works by Annabelle Lopez 
Ochoa and Yury Yanowsky, and a 
world premiere by Ma Cong. Pa-
trons will be seated 10 feet apart 
— a total of 30 patrons per per-
formance — hence the unprece-
dented number of performances 
needed to accommodate Tulsa 

Ballet season subscribers. In ad-
dition, Tulsa Ballet will broadcast 
the performances virtually — $25 
per household. Check out the Tul-
sa Ballet website for details. 

Elsewhere around town, there’s 
music at the Cain’s, including a 
live-stream of Hanson concerts, 
Nov. 5-7 (limited in-person tickets 
available). Although the casinos 
are not hosting headliners in their 
performance halls, there are bands 
playing on various stages. 

Don’t forget “Arts in the Air” on 
the Williams Green, presented by 
the PAC Trust and the Williams 
Companies. Relax to the music of 

one of Tulsa’s most revered jazz 
musicians, Dean Demerritt (Nov. 
13) and the incomparable Bran-
jae (Nov. 14). Tulsa Symphony 
performs a “Fridays in the Loft” 
concert at First Presbyterian on 
Nov. 20. The program will feature 
a string quartet and percussion en-
semble. 

Be sure to bring your mask to all 
events and check ahead for any 
possible cancellations. I’m thank-
ful for what dedicated people are 
doing to keep us engaged and en-
tertained. You can express your 
gratitude through your support. 
Happy Thanksgiving, everyone. 
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VARIETY

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN RETURN TO REHEARSAL: Tulsa Ballet dancers returned from hiatus in late September to rehearse for 
“Creations Re-Imagined,” presented at Studio K through Nov. 22.

bringing balance and beauty to life

918.587.2566 • ihloffspa.com
Utica Square  •  83rd & Memorial  •  Downtown

$25 AVEDA GIFT WHEN YOU BUY $150 IN GIFT CARDS

SAY HELLO TO

Plus, included for a year.

CHOICE™ PACKAGE
$6499

MO.
For 12 mos. plus taxes
& Regional Sports Fee 
when bundles

W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd year. Regional 
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is extra and applies*

Watch your favorite entertainment in one place.

918-935-0113
HBO Max O�er: Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. HBO Max also includes HBO channels and HBO On Demand on AT&T TV. Data rates may apply for app download/usage. AT&T TV: *$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE ($15/MO.) FOR TV FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L 
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Creative Planning Keeps Audiences Engaged

ARTS IN THE AIR: The PAC Trust and Williams Companies continue the Arts in the Air program at the 
Williams Green in downtown Tulsa with one of Tulsa’s finest jazz musicians, Dean Demerritt, left, on Nov. 13,  
and the sultry, theatrical singer Branjae (Nov. 14).
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As the year of COVID winds to an end, 
the pandemic is threatening one of our most 
cherished Fall traditions. Like many, the 
changing of the leaves and a chill to the air 
each November spark in me a desire to gath-
er with loved ones for the 
annual autumn feast. That 
beloved tradition, like every-
thing in 2020, is going to be 
a little different this year.  

I’m referring, of course, 
to the annual Horton Rock 
& Folk & Chili Cookoff, 
which is temporarily chang-
ing its name to the Rock & 
Folk & No-Chili Cookoff 
in its seventh year. The ab-
sence of chili is obviously 
due to safety concerns, as is 
the limited-capacity seating 
for the Nov. 7 event at Cain’s 
Ballroom.

I will certainly miss sam-
pling chili from some of Tul-
sa’s best restaurants, as well 
as those offered up by home 
chefs in the musician catego-
ry, but if you’re considering 
attending the event, the lack 
of chili is by no means a deal 
breaker.

First of all, it isn’t exactly 
“no chili.” Tables of four will include a boxed 
chili meal courtesy of Lambrusco’z.  You can 
sample the chili and vote online for your fa-
vorite.

Secondly, the chili, as good as it is, will al-
ways play second fiddle to the music, which 
COVID can’t take away from us. This year’s 
lineup includes Paul Benjaman’s Sunday 
Night Thing (on a Saturday), Jacob Tovar, 
Brad Apsher and the Superials, and Nightin-
gale.

Finally, it’s all for a good cause, raising 
funds for Horton Records, a Tulsa-based 
non-profit organization that provides support 
and tools for band management, promotion, 
booking, merchandising, and distribution to 
help local and regional musicians. Part of the 
fundraising effort is a silent auction, featuring 
a new painting by local artist Chris Mantle.  

Tickets will only be sold as a reserved table 
of four. Tables will cost $160 and are avail-
able online at cainsballroom.com.

As always, non-perishable food donations 
and coats will be collected for those in need 
at the box office on the day of the show.

A free live stream courtesy of Live From 
Cain’s will be online through the Cain’s Ball-
room Facebook page. 

For more information, or to vote in the chili 
cookoff, visit hortonrecords.org.

Bubble Boys
This is a column about Tulsa music, and I 

rarely stray from that topic, as there is always 
more than enough going on in our music-rich 
city to fill a monthly column. But this month, 
I have to veer off-topic by about 100 miles 
and give a nod to our friends in Oklahoma 
City, the Flaming Lips.

With the possible exception of Bigfoot, no-
body has done a better job of handling the 
pandemic. 

At a recent concert at the Criterion in down-
town Oklahoma City, the veteran rock band 
took COVID protocol to a new level with the 
first-ever bubble concert. 

As strange as “bubble concert” sounds, for 
fans of the Flaming Lips, it actually makes 
sense. Bubbles, literal, human-sized, clear 
plastic bubbles have been a part of the band’s 
show for years. I remember seeing frontman 

Wayne Coyne thrilling 
the crowd at Wakarusa in 
2006 as he crowd surfed 
in a giant bubble. It’s been 
a lasting image since that 
day, so when I saw foot-
age of the bubble concert, 
which was picked up by 
numerous national news 
and entertainment outlets, 
I thought, “Of course they 
had a bubble concert.”

The 3,500-capacity Cri-
terion was filled with 100 
clear plastic bubbles, one 
for each audience member, 
so band and audience alike 
enjoyed the most COVID-
safe concert to date. 

“I like the way this looks, 
because you can get as ex-
cited as you want, you can 
scream as much as you 
want, you just can’t infect 
the person next to you, 
no matter what you forget 
about, how excited you 

get,’ Coyne told CNN. ‘That barrier is still 
there, they’re protected, and you’re protect-
ed… that part of it is what we really felt like 
was the success.”

Happy Hour
Also showing ingenuity amid the pan-

demic, albeit to a slightly lesser degree, is 
Mercury Lounge at 18th Street and Boston 
Avenue. While they don’t provide patrons 
with individual bubbles, the converted Sin-
clair station has taken commendable efforts 
to keep both its clientele and musicians safe 
since reopening in late May.

In addition to limiting capacity, a strict 
mask policy and Plexiglas dividers, the ven-
ue has gone a step further for musicians by 
providing a stage door for performers and 
separate bar access. 

The garage-door windows provide excel-
lent circulation inside, and a good view of 
the stage from the patio, making it a rela-
tively safe venue if proper distancing is 
practiced.

Normally known as a late-night venue, the 
Mercury Lounge is offering, “November 
Afternoons,” an afternoon concert series,       
weekdays at 4  p.m. all month. Performing on 
Mondays is Stephanie Oliver, Jared Tyler on 
Tuesdays, Kalyn Kay on Wednesdays, Jesse 
Aycock on Thursdays and Brianna Wright on 
Fridays. This daily party on the patio is free, 
and booth reservation is available. 

Mercury was one of the first venues in 
town to offer live streaming shows, and they 
are still using the stage during the day to re-
cord sets that can be posted online or sold 
as ticket add-ons. Visit mercuryloungetulsa.
com for more information and tickets.

We are now nine months into this pandem-
ic, which is way too long to go without live 
music. We can’t keep waiting. We must find 
a safe way, even if it means encasing our-
selves in bubbles, to keep searching, keep 
listening.

Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL

No-Chili Cookoff and Bubble Concerts: 2020 Is So Weird

SOCIAL DISTANCING: A recent Flaming Lips concert at the Criterion in Oklahoma 
City took COVID safety protocols to a new level.

LIMITED SEATING: The 7th Annual 
Horton Records Rock & Folk & No Chili 
Cookoff is set for Nov. 7

mercuryloungetulsa.com

THEN & NOW: Mercury Lounge, previ-
ously a gas station at 18th & Boston Av-
enue, presents November Afternoons: live 
music at 4 pm. Monday through Friday 
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With generous support from 
AARP, a partnership between 
INCOG, This Machine, and Rea-
sor’s, will make healthy groceries 
more accessible to elderly and 
homebound individuals this fall. 

This Machine Delivers will be 
transporting groceries by bike to 
Tulsa food desert neighborhoods 
as part of a pilot program to im-
prove access to healthy food. This 
delivery program will address the 

difficulties faced by many low 
income, older adult, and home-
bound individuals who cannot 
access groceries due to lack of 
transportation and health restric-
tions. The program is available 
for qualifying individuals now 
through December 2020 with the 
hope of providing a permanent 
solution for individuals in the fu-
ture.  

“Bicycles are an essential part 
of the transportation network. It 
makes sense to utilize this power-
ful mode of transportation to im-
prove community health by pro-
viding access to healthy groceries 
for those who are homebound and 
living in food deserts.” said This 
Machine Executive Director, Ka-
tie Sawicki. 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma to Issue 
$20 Million in Premium Relief, Reaffirming Support

 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Okla-
homa (BCBSOK) has announced it 
will  take further action to support 

its members, customers, and com-
munities during the COVID-19 
public health emergency by pro-

viding approximately $20 million 
in relief to fully insured employer 
customers in the form of a pre-
mium credit. The company has 
worked with regulators to obtain 
necessary approvals. 

The premium credits are the lat-
est relief action from BCBSOK 
in response to the global health 
crisis to help lessen the financial 
hardships many Oklahomans may 
be experiencing. 

These include: 
Adjustments made to initial 

2021 individual and group rates 
to provide further financial relief 
for group plans, individuals, and 
their families — delivering ap-
proximately $52 million in sav-
ings.

Extending the waivers of cost 
sharing for telehealth services as 
well as COVID-19 testing and 
treatment — delivering approxi-
mately $34 million in savings for 

members and their families.
“Our absolute focus is on our 

members and the communities 
we serve, and providing addition-
al support and financial relief is 
the right thing to do,” said Joseph 
Cunningham, M.D., president 
of Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Oklahoma. “Our members 
trust us to be good stewards of 
their premium dollars and ensure 
they have access to affordable, 
high-quality care. As part of our 
commitment, we are finding ways 
to help support both the physical 
and financial health of our mem-
bers during this unprecedented 
public health emergency.” 

In addition to these actions in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis, 
BCBSOK recently issued rebates 
to individuals and small groups 
who were eligible under the MLR 
rebate consumer protection pro-
cess under the Affordable Care 

Act relating to their 2019 cover-
age. 

There continues to be uncer-
tainty surrounding health care 
spending and the impact of de-
ferred care for the remainder of 
the year. BCBSOK will continue 
to closely monitor the evolving 
health pandemic and health care 
claim trends to evaluate and de-
termine how best to support cus-
tomers, communities, and health 
care delivery partners. The premi-
um credit and other relief actions 
are intended to continue to assist 
members and businesses across 
Oklahoma, to help expand access 
to care in the state, and to offer 
members some relief during this 
difficult time. 

For the latest information on 
BCBSOK’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and oth-
er information and tips to stay 
healthy, visit bcbsok.com. 

 Page 8 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS November 2020 

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

HEALTH & WELLNESS
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CALL TODAY
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NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK
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This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company  
that helps pay for over 350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible
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• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

AW19-1034

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
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Call now to get this FREE Information Kit
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QuikTrip’s MedWise Urgent Care to Open 
15 Urgent Care Clinics in Greater Tulsa

MedWise Urgent Care is work-
ing to construct a new urgent and 
preventive healthcare facility at 
6336 E. Admiral Pl. in Tulsa, with 
an expected open date of Feb. 16, 
2021.

MedWise is a healthcare venture 
launched by QuikTrip (QT), which 
is widely recognized as best-in-
class in its industry.

“MedWise and its vision for a 
network of urgent care clinics 
is crucial in a time when more 
people are seeking more conve-
nient and accessible ways to re-
ceive care,” Mayor G.T. Bynum 
said. “Throughout this expansion 
phase, our economic development 
team will continue to work closely 
with MedWise to help them identi-
fy sites that meet the needs of Tul-

sans from various zip codes. This 
expansion proves just how dedi-
cated QuikTrip is to our area and 
we’re incredibly thankful for their 
continued investment in Tulsa.”

MedWise has been established 
to provide an improved health-
care experience focused on hu-
man connection and accessibility. 
A total of 15 urgent care clinics 
are planned for the greater Tulsa 
region. 

“Modern healthcare must see the 
experience through the eyes of the 
patient,” MedWise Chief Medical 
Officer Dr. Patrick Aguilar said. 
“We can all do more to meet the 
needs of patients while respecting 
the human element of health and 
wellness.” 

The MedWise Urgent Care model 

is focused on providing high qual-
ity urgent and preventive health-
care needs with an empathetic and 
compassionate approach at consis-
tent and convenient locations. The 
clinics will perform a full suite of 
x-ray and laboratory evaluations 
to address patients’ urgent and pre-
ventive care needs.

“We strive to offer exceptional 
healthcare and compassionate ser-
vice at each MedWise visit,” Med-
Wise Executive Director Brice 
Habeck said. “Patients should be 
able to expect us to take extra steps 
to promote health and provide a 
positive experience.”  

MedWise will be open from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekdays and 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on week-
ends.

 
 

Courtesy photo

FIRST FACILITY:  The first QuikTrip MedWise facility is under con-
struction at 6336 E. Admiral Pl. in Tulsa.

Pilot Grocery Delivery Program to 
Assist Access for Healthy Options

http://www.millerhospicetulsa.com
http://dental50plus.com/gtrtulsa
http://newshowerdeal.com/tulsa
http://www.sheilamac.com/bootsmeditation
http://www.akins.com
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Eight Million Reasons to Start Talking About 
The Leading Cancer Killer During COVID-19
By Pat Basu, M.D.
President & CEO, Cancer Treat-
ment Centers of America and 
Albert Rizzo, M.D.
Chief Medical Officer, American 
Lung Association

 
As we enter the eighth month 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
must not forget about other dis-
eases, especially those that may 
make someone more susceptible 
to the most serious complications 
of COVID-19. Lung cancer is the 
#1 cancer killer in the U.S., but 
according to new research, only 
a small fraction of the public is 
aware of this fact.

In 2020 alone, it is estimated that 
more than 225,000 Americans will 
be diagnosed with lung cancer and 
135,000 will lose their life to this 
deadly disease. In addition, lung 
cancer death rates are 23% great-
er among black men compared to 
white men, and survival rates are 
12% lower among black people.

In Oklahoma, the trends are even 
more concerning. The rate of new 
lung cancer rates is the 10th worst 

in the country and the five-year 
survival rates is also one of the 
worst in the nation. Even more 
concerning is that only 1.4% of 
people at high risk are screened in 
Oklahoma. That number needs to 
change immediately.

If you’re not aware of those sta-
tistics, you’re not alone. Accord-
ing to the 2020 National Lung 
Health Barometer just released by 
the American Lung Association 
and Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America, only 8% of adults know 
lung cancer is the number one can-
cer killer of women in the U.S. and 
just 21% of adults know the dis-
ease is the leading cancer killer of 
men.

The number of people in the 
group at high risk for lung can-
cer is substantial. Approximately 
eight million Americans meet the 
screening criteria and are at high-
risk for lung cancer due to smok-
ing history. Screening of these 
individuals could result in 48,000 
lives saved. Unfortunately, only 
about 5% of people in the high-
risk group have been screened.

Like other cancers, early detec-
tion and treatment lead to higher 
survival rates. While everyone 
should be taking precautions 
against COVID-19, giv-
en the critical impor-
tance of screening 
for lung cancer, 
those at high 
risk should not 
delay this con-
versation with 
their doctor. A 
low-dose CT 
screening can 
decrease lung 
cancer mortal-
ity by up to 20% 
among high-risk 
adults, but since people at 
high risk don’t get screened 
for lung cancer as frequently as 
other cancers, only 17% of cases 
are diagnosed early, when the dis-
ease is most treatable. When de-
tected and treated at stage I, lung 
cancer has a nearly 63% five-year 
survival rate. That rate drops to 
41% at stage II; 18% at stage III; 
and 4% at stage IV.

Which begs the question, why ar-
en’t more people getting screened 
for lung cancer?

First, even though 
COVID-19 has im-

pacted the normal 
workflow of 

many screening 
centers, adults 
at high risk 
must be dili-
gent in work-
ing with their 
h e a l t h c a r e 
provider to 

get screened as 
soon as possible. 
Second, aware-

ness is low. Too 
few adults understand 

that lung cancer is among 
the cancers most likely to affect 
women (20%) and men (34%).

The third and perhaps most im-
portant barrier is a lack of support 
for lung cancer screening within 
our healthcare system. More than 
one quarter of people within the 
Medicaid system (26.3%) are cur-
rent smokers and thus at higher 

risk for a diagnosis of lung cancer, 
yet ten state Medicaid programs 
do not cover lung cancer screen-
ings. That must change.

What can be done to help reverse 
this trend?

Know your risk. If you don’t 
know your lung cancer risk, vis-
it SavedByTheScan.org to take 
a simple eligibility quiz. If you 
are at risk, make sure you speak 
with your doctor about getting 
screened.

Get your routine screening: For 
those at high risk, screening is 
recommended annually. Hospitals 
and other screening facilities now 
understand COVID-19 precau-
tions and you should ask them for 
information about how you will be 
protected during your visit.

Talk to your family: If a loved 
one might be at high risk for lung 
cancer, tell them about the im-
portance of talking to their doc-
tor about screening. Your advice 
might save their life.

One day, COVID-19 will be a 
distant memory. Our aim should 
be the same for lung cancer.

Tulsa Health Dept. Starts Online COVID-19 Testing
The Tulsa Health Department 

(THD) has launched a new as-
sessment, testing and contact 
tracing solution to streamline its 
COVID-19 testing process. The 
online platform, powered by Qual-
trics, focuses on three steps: assess, 
test and contact trace. Individuals 
can now access the assessment and 
schedule their COVID-19 test and 
receive results online. 

“This online scheduling platform 
will streamline the process for in-
dividuals wanting to be tested for 
COVID-19 here in Tulsa County,” 
said Dr. Bruce Dart, executive di-

rector of THD. “Through this on-
line assessment, individuals will be 
able to schedule their COVID-19 
test online and receive their results 
through the same platform making 
it convenient for both the individu-
al and our case notification team.”

Additionally, THD will stream-
line its contact tracing process 
through the platform, where the 
sharing of contact and location in-
formation from confirmed positive 
cases will help reduce the spread of 
the virus. Individuals will answer 
questions to determine current risk 
factors, including their health, any 

recent travel, place of employment, 
and possible exposure to individ-
uals who have tested positive for 
COVID-19.  

“We have been contact tracing 
positive cases in Tulsa County 
since the first case back in March,” 
Dr. Dart said. “The quicker con-
firmed cases can begin isolating, 
the quicker we can slow the spread 
of the virus and prevent outbreaks.” 

Personal health information from 
positive cases will not be shared 
with contacts at any time, and the 
tracing portion of the online pro-
gram is opt-in, however those who 

do not respond will still receive a 
phone call from a contact tracing 
investigator.  

Anyone can visit www.tul-
sa-health.org/COVID19 to learn 
more and schedule a COVID-19 
test through the Tulsa Health De-
partment. The service will soon 
be available in Spanish and Zomi 
as well. Tulsa County residents 
can still call the THD COVID-19 
hotline at 918-582-9355 with 
questions about COVID-19. To 
learn more about the Qualtrics 
COVID-19 solutions, visit qual-
trics.com/HereToHelp.

http://www.covlivinginverness.org
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EDUCATION

You Belong Here.
Enrollment Opens Nov. 16

Tulsa Community College knows planning for your future is 

important now more than ever. To help you feel safe and 

secure we’re offering a variety of courses - from fully online 

and online live to blended and face-to-face classes - to support 

your need to learn, while keeping your future plans and your 

health and safety, on-track and on-budget.

TulsaCC.edu

Signing Ceremony Marks National Transfer Student Week

Leaders of higher education in-
stitutions from the Tulsa metro 
area held a signing ceremony at the 
Tulsa Community College McKe-
on Center for Creativity Oct. 20 
to mark National Transfer Student 
Week and show progress toward 
increasing the number of bach-
elor’s degrees in the Tulsa metro 
area. Oklahoma has one of the top 
three highest rates of students who 
transfer but falls below the nation-
al average when it comes to those 
students completing a bachelor’s 
degree. 

Tulsa Transfer Collabora-
tive, made up of seven higher ed-
ucation institutions, is working to 
improve the transfer student pro-
cess. 

“The transfer agreements estab-
lished between Tulsa Community 
College and these partners spell 
out a student’s path from an asso-
ciate degree at TCC to a bachelor’s 
degree saving the student time and 
money when transferring,” said 

Dr. Leigh Goodson, TCC presi-
dent & CEO. 

While there are already many ex-
isting transfer agreements on the 
books, today’s event celebrated 
new and renewed agreements for 
this fall including two new bache-
lor’s degree pathways to OU-Tul-
sa. 

“Our new bachelor’s degree 
completion programs in computer 
science and social work will open 
doors for students who want to 
stay in the Tulsa area and earn a 
University of Oklahoma degree. 
The transfer partnership with TCC 
creates a more seamless path for 
Tulsa-based students,” said Dr. 
John H. Schumann, OU-Tulsa 
president. 

Rogers State University and 
TCC signed three new transfer 
agreements in Sports Management 
and Pre-Physical Therapy. 

“RSU is committed to creating a 
seamless and affordable pathway 
for TCC students who seek the 

full college experience at a small 
university with meaningful oppor-
tunities both inside and beyond the 
classroom. As the Tulsa metro’s 
four-year regional university, we 
welcome the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this historic partnership 
aimed at improving student suc-
cess for transfer students,” said Dr. 
Larry Rice, RSU president. 

TCC and NSU will recog-
nize the upcoming renewal of a 
bachelor’s degree pathway for 
Social Work at the NSU-Bro-
ken Arrow campus. Through the 
‘SmartChoice’ program, the two 
schools now have 53 agreements 
for degree programs across all 
colleges and campuses and have 
six additional agreements in the 
queue. Of these, 38 are available 

through face-to-face instruction 
at the Broken Arrow campus with 
another nine available online. 

“Our relationship with TCC has 
resulted in over 1,700 TCC stu-
dents transferring to NSU for de-
gree completion. Our most pop-
ular transfer programs include 
psychology, accounting, cell and 
molecular biology, business ad-
ministration, criminal justice, el-
ementary education and nursing,” 
said Dr. Steve Turner, NSU pres-
ident. 

TCC also signed ten re-
newed pathways to the OSU 
Spears School of Business in dis-
ciplines including Accounting, Fi-
nance, and Management. 

“OSU is committed, through 
our Linked Degree initiative with 

TCC, to providing a cohesive 
four-year public university expe-
rience in Tulsa,” said Dr. Pame-
la Fry, president of OSU-Tulsa. 
“These transfer agreements help 
students set their academic goals, 
make plans to reach those goals, 
graduate and succeed in career and 
life.”

These pathways and transfer 
agreements are just a small rep-
resentation of the large number 
of agreements in place between 
TCC and the Tulsa Transfer Col-
laborative including Langston 
University and the University of 
Tulsa. TCC recently launched TC-
C2University, which lists all trans-
fer agreements and makes bach-
elor’s degrees in the Tulsa region 
more visible. 

  TCC Hosts Event at 
McKeon Center for Creativity

TCC PRESIDENT
DR. LEIGH GOODSON

EDUCATION LEADERS:  Taking part in the signing ceremony are, 
from left, OSU-Tulsa President Dr. Pamela Fry, NSU President Dr. Steve 
Turner, TCC President Dr. Leigh Goodson, OU-Tulsa President Dr. John 
Schumann and RSU President Dr. Larry Rice.
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http://www.tulsacc.edu


It has been a year unlike any oth-
er for Rian Page. Not only did he 
and the rest of us navigate the start 
of a pandemic, but he also started 
his path to a new 
career. Page and 
others walked in 
the newly-minted 
Light Diesel Truck 
Service Technician 
program last Jan-
uary. Less than a 
year later, he and 
other students are 
stepping into the 
workforce, ready to 
seize this new op-
portunity.

“What the pro-
gram provides is 
amazing,” Page 
said with a smile. 
“This Light Die-
sel Truck Service 
Technician pro-
gram opened all 
kinds of doors.”

To say Page was 
driven to succeed 
would be an under-
statement. This fa-
ther drove an hour 
each way to get to class at the Bro-
ken Arrow Campus. The campus 
is a hub for all of Tulsa Tech’s au-
tomotive programs, and gathering 
of students with the same interests 
made the experience unique.

“It was cool to see the class in-
teraction between all of the stu-
dents,” Page said. “Not only did 
our class have some really cool 
experiences, but we also got a new 
Ford F-150 diesel truck to work on 
in the program.”

Before coming to Tulsa Tech, 
Page worked as a laborer for a 
construction company, but the 
chance to be closer to home was 
too much to pass up.

“The opportunities this program 
opened up for me were incredible,” 

Page said. “Finishing in months 
and not years made it possible for 
me to make the switch. Now I get 
to cash in by being closer to home 

each day.”
The program 

teaches students 
how to diag-
nose and repair 
problems with 
light and medi-
um-duty diesel 
engines. These 
vehicles include 
the popular one-
ton trucks you 
see on Tulsa 
roads every day. 
Students will 
also be able to 
earn their Class 
B driver’s li-
cense.

“The Class 
B Commercial 
Drivers License 
(CDL) is a big 
part of how I got 
my job,” Page 
said. “It put me 
in the position 
of driving an 

oiler truck, and I have the service 
technician certifications, so I will 
be able to work on different ma-
chinery.”

A recent report by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics shows stu-
dents with these skills can start out 
earning near $40,000 a year. With 
the growing popularity of diesel 
engines, the sky is the limit. The 
bureau also predicts the number 
of diesel service technicians will 
grow by nearly 10,000 over the 
next decade.

 The chance to grow his skill set 
was a major driving force for Page 
and his classmates in Instructor 
Michael Girton’s program.

“Getting my CDL has opened 
so many doors,” Page said with a 

grin. “The skills you learn at Tul-
sa Tech open a lot of opportunities 
in the workforce. I would recom-
mend the Light Diesel Truck Ser-
vice Technician program to any-

one looking to make a move to a 
new career.”

You too can Make Your Own 
Path to a career in this field. Apply 
today to get started this January 

and be ready for the workforce be-
fore the summer travel season. For 
more information, visit us online 
at tulsatech.edu, or call 918-828-
5000.
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Arvest Bank Announces Winners
Of ‘We Love Teachers’ Campaign

Arvest Bank is pleased to an-
nounce four teachers from the 
Tulsa/Creek county area have 
been awarded $500 prizes as 
part of its “We Love Teachers” 
campaign. A total of 160 awards, 
totaling $80,000, are being giv-
en this year throughout Arvest’s 
footprint.

The Arvest initiative to honor 
educators was launched on Oct. 
5. And nominations were accept-

ed via the Arvest Bank Facebook 
page. The winners in Tulsa/Creek 
county are: 
• Amber Mayfield, Jenks Pub-

lic Schools
• Kimberlee Chalakee, Kiefer 

Public Schools
• Pamela Vance, Broken Arrow 

Public Schools
• Rebecca King, Union Public 

Schools.                                        

“Arvest celebrates these teach-
ers and is so happy to recognize 
them in this way,” Arvest Mar-
keting Manager Rita Garrison 
said. “We hope this prize makes 
their jobs a little easier. We also 
want to salute all the hard-work-
ing teachers in all the commu-
nities we serve. We know how 
much teachers mean to our 
children and the vital roles they 
play.”

Tulsa Tech Graduate Rian Page Driven to Succeed

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

LIGHT DIESEL PROGRAM: Students in the Light Diesel Truck Service Technician Program learn to di-
agnose and perform repairs on diesel engines ranging from everyday pickup trucks to larger box trucks. The 
next class starts in January.

http://okwu.edu/gps
http://www.tulsatech.edu


  Page 12   BROKEN ARROW EXPRESS   November 2020 

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

BROKEN ARROW EDUCATION

Six B.A. Students Named National Merit Semifinalists
Six Broken Arrow High School 

students have been named as this 
year’s National Merit Semifinal-
ists for their prestigious academic 
accomplishments. Simon Blair, 
Noah Higgins, William Martin, 
Kurt Nguyen, Brady Read and 
Nicholas York are among ap-
proximately 16,000 students from 
across the nation who have qual-
ified for this honor and are some 
of the highest scoring students in 
Oklahoma. 

“Being named a National Merit 
Semifinalist is one of the great-

est academic accomplishments a 
high school student can achieve,” 
Superintendent Dr. Janet Vinson 
said. “The level of hard work and 
commitment they have shown is 
admirable and a source of inspira-
tion for our younger students.” 

Established in 1955, the Nation-
al Merit Scholarship Program is a 
long-standing academic competi-
tion for recognition and scholar-
ships. High school students enter 
the National Merit Program by 
taking the Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualify-

ing Test, which serves as an initial 
screen of nearly 1.5 million en-
trants each year. 

From there, 16,000 semifinalists 
are chosen. Every year in Febru-
ary, 15,000 finalists are chosen 
based on their abilities, skills and 
accomplishments. 

From March to mid-June, ap-
proximately 8,000 students will be 
selected to receive a scholarship 
award, which includes Nation-
al Merit Scholarships as well as 
corporate- and college-sponsored 
scholarships. 

Lesa Dickson Named Teacher of the Year Finalist
The Oklahoma State Depart-

ment of Education named Bro-
ken Arrow High School English 
teacher Lesa Dickson as one of 12 
finalists in the search for the 2021 
Oklahoma Teacher of the Year. 

“Lesa is an incredibly innova-
tive and contagiously energetic 
teacher,” Broken Arrow High 
School Principal Crystal Bar-
ber said. “She engages her stu-
dents with rigorous and relevant 
content and is intentional about 
building relationships with her 
students.”

After an intensive evaluation 
and interview process, Dickson 
was named Broken Arrow Pub-

lic Schools’ 2020 District Teach-
er of the Year in April. Then, the 
State Department of Education’s 
regional selection committees re-
viewed Teacher of the Year port-
folios for those selected across 
the state and selected 12 finalists 
with two finalists from each re-
gion.

Dickson has been with Broken 
Arrow Public Schools for 28 
years and currently teaches AP 
English and Comp I and Comp 
II for students who want to gain 
college credit. 

“My number one goal is to ed-
ucate my students, to provide 
them with the necessary skills 

to become confident, intelli-
gent, productive citizens and to 
appreciate the value of learn-
ing,” Dickson said. “Enthusiasm 
breeds enthusiasm. I have no 
doubt that all students can learn, 
but it is the ability to motivate 
students that separates the medi-
ocre teacher from the outstand-
ing teacher.”

Dickson will represent Broken 
Arrow Public Schools at the 2021 
Oklahoma State Teacher of the 
Year ceremony this February.

“There is no better representative 
for public education in Oklahoma 
than our very own Ms. Dickson,” 
Broken Arrow Superintendent 

Dr. Janet Vinson said. “Her intel-
ligence and passion for teaching 
is contagious to those around her. 
She truly understands that stu-
dents learn in different ways and 
at different rates, yet she remains 
successful in reaching each and 
every individual who walks into 
her classroom. 

“She provides a bridge for ev-
ery student to have access to col-
lege credit and really encourages 
those that they can and will suc-
ceed in college level courses. She 
supports them every step of the 
way, and we are incredibly lucky 
that she is part of our Broken Ar-
row family.”

Broken Arrow Express photo

TOP STUDENTS:  B.A. National Merit Semifinalis are, front row from 
left, Kurt Nguyen, William Martin and Brady Read.  Back row from left, 
Nicholas York, Simon Blair and Noah Higgins.

Broken Arrow’s Donna Gradel Inducted 
Into the National Teachers Hall of Fame

A longtime Broken Arrow educa-
tor has been inducted into the Na-
tional Teachers Hall of Fame. 

Donna Gradel, who complet-
ed her 33rd year in education in 
May, is the fourth teacher from 
Oklahoma to join the Hall of Fame 
ranks. 

After concluding a highly suc-
cessful career as a science teacher 
at Broken Arrow Public Schools, 
Gradel served as a consultant at 
Summit Christian Academy before 
becoming  Dean of Academic De-
velopment and Innovation.  

She has been recognized for 
her innovative instruction by the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, Stanford University, the 
Henry Ford Foundation and the 
Oklahoma Foundation for Excel-
lence. She was the 2018 Oklaho-
ma Teacher of the Year and a final-
ist for the National Teacher of the 
Year in 2019. 

A graduate of West Virginia Uni-
versity, she holds both a Bachelor 
of Science in biological sciences 
and physical education and a Mas-
ter’s degree in education. 

In a statement, Gov. Kevin Stitt 
said Gradel “moved beyond the 
textbook by taking her classroom 
outside to partner with the City of 
Broken Arrow to clean public wa-
ter and by taking the classroom to 
the world by developing a system 
to provide sustainable food sourc-
es for orphans in Kenya. She is a 
perfect candidate to be enshrined 
in the National Teachers Hall of 
Fame and show the country how 
Oklahoma can be Top Ten in ed-
ucation.” 

Broken Arrow Superintendent 
Dr. Janet Dunlop said, “It’s been 
an incredible honor to watch Ms. 
Gradel dedicate her life to edu-
cating Oklahoma students. Her 
passion, wit and intelligence in-
spire students to believe in them-
selves and know they are capable 
of changing the world. There is no 
better person to represent public 
education.”

Gradel’s focus on innovation 
and solving real-world problems 
has led to over seven years of stu-
dent-led international projects to 
provide clean water and protein 

to orphans in Kenya. In 2014, her 
class was the first in Oklahoma 
to receive a $10,000 grant from 
the Lemelson-MIT Program’s In-
venTeam initiative.

Under Gradel’s instruction, Bro-
ken Arrow students designed a 

way for Kenyan orphans to pro-
duce fish food for one-twelfth the 
current cost.

She recently led a group of stu-
dents to Machakos, Kenya, to 
create a sustainable means to feed 
chickens, providing protein for a 
school that rescues victims of sex 
trafficking.

Because of the success of 
Gradel’s initial projects, BAHS 
established an innovative research 
class in 2017. It allows students 
to choose real-world problems 
aligned with their passions to im-
pact their community.

“I constantly encourage them to 
dream big and make a difference 
in the world,” Gradel said. “They 
know our classroom is a safe, car-
ing place to imagine and not be 
afraid to fail. In our learning envi-
ronment, innovation outweighs the 
final product.”

Gradel’s students have worked 
with Broken Arrow city engineers 
to develop an outdoor classroom, 
which contains an 84-foot by 45-
foot floating wetland in the shape 
of the school district “BA” logo, 

adjacent to the high school. Sus-
tainable plants on the floating wet-
land actively remove nitrates from 
the water to combat algae growth 
caused by fertilizer runoff.

Realizing the initial success, 
Broken Arrow voters approved 
$500,000 as part of a bond pack-
age to continue efforts at the site to 
improve ecology and water qual-
ity.

Gradel has taught in Broken Ar-
row for over 20 years and has trav-
eled the state to share her knowl-
edge and expertise with educators 
across Oklahoma.

A former college basketball 
player at West Virginia University 
in the height of the Title IX era, 
Gradel is passionate about leading 
students to success regardless of 
their background.

“As teachers, we have the keys 
to recognize and unlock the po-
tential of our students and propel 
them to success,” Gradel said. “In 
too many cases, we may be the 
only positive voice in their world 
of negative self-talk. We must be 
their champion.”

DONNA GRADEL

LESA DICKSON

http://www.gardnersbooks.com
http://southtulsadanceco.com
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BROKEN ARROW SPORTS

B.A. Girls Ready for a Repeat Championship

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Broken Arrow finished a memo-
rable year in its debut campaign in 
girls’ wrestling last year. 

Now the rewards are paying off. 
The turnout has increased as 50 

girls have come out to wrestle, up 
from 40 last year.

The team now has its own wres-
tling room for workouts.

“We didn’t anticipate last year 
that we were going to have the 
turnout we did,” Broken Arrow 
girls wrestling coach Cassidy Jas-
person said. “We thought a few 
girls would come on board and 
we would start with that. Then, 
when girls were flooding in, we 
just didn’t have the space. We had 
a nice room, it just did not fit us.”

But they managed to make things 
work. 

The athletic department got the 
room the girls needed during the 
offseason. 

“We are in the process right now 
of making that switch,” Jasperson 
said. “Basically, the old weight 
room was taken down and was 
transformed into our wrestling 
room. It is at least three times 
the size (compared to what they 
worked with last year), so it will 
be plenty big for all of us, brand 
new mats, and we are over the 
moon excited about it.”

The Lady Tigers went on to win 
the first girls wrestling state cham-

pionship sanctioned by the OS-
SAA and are in position to repeat 
and accomplish more. 

Returning seniors Allison Hynes 
(118), Abby Lassiter (161), Olivia 
Brown (215) and junior Ki’esha 
Cathey (185) are the reigning state 
champions from their respective 
weight classes.

Also back is junior Ana Barnoski 
(147), who placed third last sea-
son, along with sophomore Ara-
lease Callahan (112), junior Jay-
cee Melton (127) and senior Holly 
Waters (136). 

Only five girls, two who were 
state qualifiers, graduated from 
last year’s team. 

“We have a bunch of great new 
girls,” Jasperson said. “We have 
eighth-graders coming up to be 
freshmen and we have a bunch 
of new junior high girls,” Jasper-
son said. “That’s where we really 
saw the most of our growth this 
year. We have new girls we’re so 
excited about in high school, but 
we have a ton of new junior high 
school girls who came out because 
they chose to wrestle. They obvi-
ously got word of what we’re do-
ing here and were interested. They 
are super-motivated,”

Jasperson has Gerald Harris on 
board as an assistant coach. Harris 
is also the head coach of the junior 
high squad with Jon Bullock being 
an assistant. 

Like other programs and other 
schools, Jasperson and her troops 

had to deal with the shutdowns 
caused by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, which occurred around spring 
break last March and two weeks 
after the state tournament. 

“It was very difficult. We 
couldn’t wrestle as a high school 
team,” Jasperson said. “But the 
girls were really great at getting in 
workouts. We stayed in commu-
nication, but we weren’t getting 
wrestling workouts. Broken Arrow 
girls’ high school and junior high 
teams did not practice, so I was 
worried that we have taken off too 
much time.

“When it hit, we didn’t know 
how long it was going to last,” Jas-
person said. 

The second-year coach said she 
was apprehensive, questioning if 
her girls would come back a little 
rusty when practice started back 
up.

But when they returned, “the girls 
started without missing a beat,” she 
added. The practices have been in-
credible for preseason.

“The older girls are holding ev-
eryone accountable. We’re a team 
and it was like we didn’t have to 
reinstall anything about the way 
we do practices or the way our 
team functions,” Jasperson said. 
“They were wrestling hard and 
getting the rust out very quickly. 
I was very pleasantly surprised 
about that. 

“I think they were hungry. They 
missed it. They wanted to come 

in. They didn’t feel like they had 
to come in and wrestle. They were 
dying all summer to come in,” Jas-
person added. 

“We’re hitting the ground. We’re 
picking up where we left off,” she 
added.

The Tiger girls participated in the 
Black and Gold Dual, a fan favor-
ite Oct. 23-34 at the Broken Arrow 
gym. 

They are hosting the Broken Ar-
row Duals, an all-girls tournament 
on Dec. 19. 

Wrestling Team Wins State
Crown in 1st Season Last Year

Mike Moguin for B.A. Express

LADY TIGER WRESTLING CHAMPS:  Olivia Brown, left and Al-
lison Hynes in the front row and Ki’esha Cathey, left and Abby Lassiter 
in the back row were state champions last year in Broken Arrow’s first 
season with a girls’ wrestling program. The team is expected to do great-
er things in the 2020-21 campaign.

http://go2nsu.com
https://oruathletics.com/
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SPORTS
Missy McCaw-Frette Leads the Tulsa-Based
20-Team Ultimate Performance Volleyball Club

By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

Delve into the pages of the Mer-
riam-Webster Dictionary and 
you will find the word “mentor.’’ 
The definition is “an experienced 
and trusted advisor.’’ Missy Mc-
Caw-Frette had one and now she 
is one.

As the director-coach of the Tul-
sa-based Ultimate Performance 
Volleyball Club, McCaw-Frette 
has taken every aspect of the sport 
she learned from her mother, the 
legendary Peggy McCaw, and 
transformed it into a way of life. 
Now she teaches it to her players.

“I like watching them go out and 
work well together, learning to be 
successful in whatever they do,’’ 
said McCaw-Frette. ”Club volley-
ball also gets players noticed na-
tionally and helps kids go to college. 
It keeps them out of trouble when 
they spend time with their friends. 
Their friends are club players.

 “We focus on all positions, de-
veloping players and teaching 
them the right way to win. The 
younger players learn the game 
and how to be competitive. Some-
one took time to teach me and now 
I want to take time for them.’’

 More than 20 clubs in the Tul-
sa area help McCaw-Frette pass 
volleyball forward. Each club 

selects players in age groups 11 
through 18 who compete against 
other clubs around the city, state 
and sometimes nationally. Ulti-
mate Performance Volleyball has 
qualified for the last three USVBA 
national tournaments. The mod-
ern era started with Peggy Mc-
Caw, now 79, who still sometimes 
coaches and dabbles in the sport. 
Her son, Chip McCaw, is a former 
Olympian who played collegiately 
at Pepperdine. 

“She got it going in 1984 or 85 
coaching junior volleyball,’’ Mc-
Caw-Frette said of her mother. 
“She played in college and on 
the national team and coached at 
ORU, OU and high school. She 
won the state title at Edmond Me-
morial. She put Tulsa on the map 
and sent guys to college across 
the board. Ethan Watts played at 
BYU and in the 1996 Olympics, 
Katie Citolla went to Ole Miss and 
I played at USC. She liked mainly 
coaching boys because they were 
more intense.’’  

Although both girls and boys play 
club volleyball in Tulsa, perhaps 
the females have an advantage due 
to their high school teams. Volley-
ball is almost a year round sport for 
some and it can prove to be either a 
positive or negative, depending on 
the individual. Mikiah Perdue, who 
also suits up for Jenks High School 

as middle blocker during the school 
season, has definite ideas about the 
two.

“I prefer club volleyball to 
school. I like the enthusiasm,’’ 
said Perdue  , who switched from 
soccer to volleyball to enhance her 
chances of earning a college schol-
arship. “Club is more stressful be-
cause in school you only play nine 
weeks and this is half a year, but 
club has definitely made me a bet-
ter player and given me life skills. 
I’ve only been playing four years, 
but (coach) Danielle Parsons put 
me on a national team and helped 
me reach my potential.’’

Both McCaw-Frette and Perdue 
agreed that club volleyball is a much 
faster game than high school, even 
though prep players receive more 
“touches’’ in games. However, the 
coach was adamant that the club 
version gives players a much better 
opportunity to play in college. 

“Coaches recruit from the club 
tournaments,’’ said McCaw-Frette. 
“The high school game is a lot 
slower pace and the rest of the 
country is playing faster than we 
are. In Oklahoma there may be 10 
coaches who have the background 
for volleyball and Texas and oth-
er states develop coaches. We 
don’t have that in Oklahoma. That 
makes finding club coaches hard.’’

The coach said the state is making 

progress with catching up to Cali-
fornia, Texas and the other hotbed 
volleyball states, but prospective 
players must be serious about the 
sport. Fees, equipment and other 
charges can range from $1,500 to 
$3,300 a year with up to six hours a 
week required in practice time.  

With up to three tournaments a 
month, coaches must also be ded-
icated. McCaw-Frette toils from 
sun up to sun down, working as 
an agent for New York Life in 
addition to finding time to a wife, 
mother, coach and entrepreneur.

 “We may play in Colorado where 
there are 10 courts and maybe 600 
moms, dads and others watching,’’ 
said the coach. “The tournaments 
bring in a lot of money to the com-
munity. We’re trying to advance to 
that level here and I think we are 
starting to get noticed nationally.’’   

McCaw-Frette said her club 
grows every year with some age 
groups attracting more than 100 
prospects. With her son Lars a 
member of her team, there may yet 
be another volleyball mentor in the 
making.

Mentor Credits Her Mother, the
Legendary Peggy McCaw

MISSY McCAW-FRETTE

http://www.goldenhurricaneclub.com
http://www.oktagagent.com/barnes/


 August 2018 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 21

  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

Editor’s Note:  Oklahoma has lost two 
sports legends recently with the passing of 
Tulsa’s Gene Shell and Oklahoma’s Billy 
Tubbs.  Tubbs will be profiled in the Decem-
ber GTR issues.

The architect of one of college baseball’s 
dynasties in the 1960s, Tulsa baseball 

coach Gene Shell, died on Oct. 8 at the age 
of 90.

 Shell posted a career record of 478 wins, 
199 losses for a .706 winning percentage in his 
15 seasons coaching the Golden Hurricane.

During his TU career, Shell’s team made 
the College World Series twice, won sev-
en Missouri Valley Conference champion-
ships, placed second in the league six times, 
advanced to the NCAA District 5 playoffs 
six times and five times to the District 5 
championship game.

“We are saddened by the news of Coach 
Shell’s passing. He will be an iconic fig-
ure in TU sports history forever,” said Di-
rector of Athletics Rick Dickson. “In my 
time as a TU student-athlete in the 1970s, 
coach was legendary for not only the suc-
cess he achieved at Tulsa, but on the state 
high school level before that. We extend our 
sincerest sympathies and prayers to Coach 
Shell’s family.”

After winning four state prep titles, Shell 
made the jump to collegiate ranks in 1966. 
At Tulsa, he served as an assistant football 
coach and freshman basketball coach, but it 
was the sport of baseball in which his illus-
trious 15-year career took off. 

Shell also served as an assistant football 
coach for the Golden Hurricane in his early 
years at the school.

His first team chalked up a 15-9 record and 
a second-place performance in the Missouri 
Valley Conference. After that initial season, 
Tulsa’s win total increased each of the fol-
lowing three seasons to 19, 24 and 39 victo-
ries. In the fourth year, 1969, Shell’s team 
posted a 39-5 record and advanced to the 
College World Series.

On its way to the World Series, Tulsa de-
feated Oklahoma State twice in the NCAA 
District 5 Playoffs. In Omaha, the Hurricane 
defeated UCLA (6-5), Texas (4-2) and New 

York University (2-0) in advancing to the 
championship series against Arizona State, 
and finishing as the national runners-up.

Two years later, Shell took his team back 
to the College World Series, posting a 35-12 
record in 1971 and finishing in third place 
nationally. Despite losing in the 1972 Dis-
trict 5 playoffs, the Hurricane put together 
its most wins in school history with a 44-6 
mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation 
during the campaign.

In his career, Shell was named the Mis-
souri Valley Conference Coach of the Year 
three times and earned District 5 Coach of 
the Year honors twice. His teams ranked 
among the country’s top-10 in seven of his 
15 seasons.

Shell coached 16 All-Americans, 45 
all-conference selections, eight Pan Amer-
ican players, 73 players who signed profes-
sional contracts and 32 players made it onto 
major league rosters.

He also coached at the University of 
Southwestern Louisiana (now Louisiana 
University) from 1985-87, where he posted 
a 75-43 record.

Shell was inducted into The University 
of Tulsa Athletic Hall of Fame in 2002. He 

was also honored by the Oklahoma Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame for Distinguished 
Service in 2007.

Shell was a three-sport all-state athlete in 
football, basketball and baseball at Webster 
High School, and coached all three sports in 

a seven-year high school career that includ-
ed stops at Claremore, Webster and Edison.

For an interesting profile about Gene Shell 
written by award-winning sports writer Ter-
rell Lester in 2014, visit gtrnews.com and 
search Gene Shell.
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GTR 2020 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE VISITOR HOME

Aug. 28 Southmore 10 BTW 28
 Har-Ber 15 Jenks 31
 Union 0 Bixby 34
 Sante Fe 21 Owasso 48
 Bishop Kelley 28 Poteau 7
 Cascia Hall 42 Victory Christian 20
 Okmulgee 43 Rogers 28
 Lincoln Christian 36 Beggs 8
 Metro Christian 14 Paris 34
Aug. 29 Bentonville West 23 Broken Arrow 50
 Central McLain
Sept. 4 Owasso 31 Fayetteville 17
 Jenks 35 Bixby 42
 Union 7 Broken Arrow 14
 Sapulpa 61 Edison 14
 Dell City 13 BTW 15
 Holland Hall 49 Cascia Hall 0
Sept. 11 Union 0 Jenks 28
 Owasso 32 Broken Arrow 6
 Ponca City 23 McLain 22
 Edison 53 Memorial 8
 Bishop McGuiness 21 Bishop Kelley 35
 Cascia Hall 28 Rejoice 26
 Holland Hall 48 Cassady 6
 Summit Christian 53 Foyil 8
Sept. 12 Missouri State 0 OU 48
Sept. 17 East Central 36 Memorial 14
Sept. 18 BTW 17 Bishop McGuiness 28
 Blanchard 13 Bixby 29
 Lincoln Christian 35 Jones 21
 Victory Christian 14 Vertigris 55
 Metro Christian 7 Holland Hall 42
 Skiatook 60 Hale 7
 Morris 59 Webster 19
 Tulsa NOAH 53 Okmulgee 14
 Barnsdall 30 Summit Christian 34
Sept. 19 Tulsa 7 OSU 16
Sept. 24 East Central Rogers
Sept. 25 Westmoore B.A. (Canceled)
 Jenks Enid (Canceled)
 Union 14 Owasso 34
 Bartlesville 7 Bixby 74
 Choctaw 26 BTW 22 
 Sapulpa 61 Memorial 14
 Bishop Kelley 17 McAlester 10
 Collinsville 77 Hale 7
 Edison 7 Coweta 56
 Salisaw 18 McLain 12
 Central 8 Vinita 41
 Webster 0 Checotah 53
 Pryor 22 Lincoln Christian 61
 Metro Christian 42 Okmulgee 0

DATE VISITOR HOME

Sept. 25 Victory Christian 55 Morris 6 
 Rejoice Christian 34 Salina 24
 North Rock Creek 0 Tulsa NOAH 68
 Holland Hall 52 Mannford 0
 Cascia Hall 55 Heavener 0
Sept. 26 Kansas State 38 OU 35
 West Virginia 13 OSU 27
 TU Ark. State (Postponed)
 Georgia 37 Arkansas 10
Oct. 2 Owasso 33 Norman North 22
 Bixby 56 Carl Albert 14
 Broken Arrow 30 Jenks 38
 McAlester 57 East Central 14
 BTW 34 Bartlesville 7
 Victory Christian 42 Kiefer 40
 Lincoln Christian 61 Locust Grove 6
 Claremore 33 Memorial 0
 Hale 0 Tahlequah 72
 Tulsa NOAH 21 DasCHE 0
 Poteau 28 McLain 18
 Edison 11 Shawnee 39
 Spiro 20 Cascia Hall 34
 Seminole 58 Webster 12
 Webbers Falls 16 Summit Christian 61
 Holland Hall 55 Central 0
 Kansas 14 Rejoice Christian 52
 Henryetta 0 Metro Christian 45
Oct. 3 OU 30 Iowa State 37
 TU 34 Central Florida 26
 OSU 47 Kansas 7
 Arkansas 21 Mississippi State 14
Oct 8 Jenks 42 Norman 13
 Pryor 72 Hale 8
Oct. 9 Union 66 Mustang 10
 Edmond Memorial 3 Broken Arrow 46
 Edmond North 7 Owasso 34
 Choctaw 13 Bixby 24
 Bishop Kelley 55 Edison 7
 Central 54 Mannford 0
 Westville 0 Lincoln Christian 61
 Haskell 6 Victory Christian 61
 Metro Christian 14 Beggs 6
 Webster 7 Stigler 55
 McLain 6 Fort Gibson 22
 Rejoice Christian 49 Sequoya 56
 Vian 6 Cascia Hall 7
 Tulsa NOAH 49 Pawnee 54
 Memorial 13 Glenpool 33
 Page 0 BTW 49
 Coweta 62 East Central 20
 Shawnee 34 Rogers 8
Oct. 10 Arkansas 28 Auburn 30

DATE VISITOR HOME

Oct. 10 Texas 45 OU 53 (OT)
Oct. 15 Edmond Santa Fe Jenks
 Moore 12 Union 62
 Owasso 43 Southmoore 13
 Broken Arrow 27 Yukon 22
 Bixby 51 Page 20
 Vertigris 56 Central 34
 Sapulpa 64 Hale 0
 Memorial 13 Pryor 48
 Seminole 13 Lincoln Christian 42
 Victory Christian 21 Metro Christian 49
 Keota 42 Summit Christian 69
 Berryhill 7 Holland Hall 31
 BTW 49 Putnam City West 0
 Shawnee 35 East Central 7
 Cascia Hall 35 Panama 7
 Rogers 0 Bishop Kelley 54
 Edison 25 Durant 15
 McLain 6 Broken Bow 38
 Webster 0 Locust Grove 24
Oct. 16 Pawhuska 68 Rejoice Christian 35
Oct. 17 Cincinnati TU (Postponed)
 OSU Baylor (Postponed)
 Ole Miss 21 Arkansas 33
Oct. 22 Collinsville 70 Memorial 6
Oct. 23 TU 42 South Florida 13
 Bixby Muskogee (Cancelled)
 Yukon 7 Jenks 38
 Norman North 25 Union 50
 Broken Arrow 28 Edmond Santa Fe 35
 Owasso 43 Mustang 14
 Bishop Kelley 49 East Central 7
 Central 20 Berryhill 62
 Hale 2 Claremore 50
 Stilwell McLain
 Dewey 0 Rejoice Christian 41
 Holland Hall Jay (Cancelled)
 Lighthouse Christian 20 Tulsa NOAH 21
 Victory Christian Okmulgee (Cancelled)
 BTW 34 Ponca City 7
 McAlester 21 Edison 0
 Lincoln Christian 63 Checotah 6
 Morris Metro (Cancelled)
 Durant 34 Rogers 38
 Sequoya Webster (Cancelled)
 Pocola 8 Cascia Hall 62
Oct. 24 OU 33 TCU 14
 Iowa State 21 OSU 24
Oct. 30 East Carolina TU
 Jenks Edmond Memorial
 Union Southmoore
 Moore Owasso 

DATE VISITOR HOME

Oct. 30 Norman Broken Arrow
 Ponca City Bixby
 Webster Lincoln Christian
 Henryetta Victory Christian
 Metro Christian Kiefer
 Rogers Edison
 Coweta Bishop Kelley
 Glenpool Hale
 Hilldale McLain
 Muskogee BTW
 Memorial Tahlequah
 Inola Central
 Vertigris Holland Hall
 Rejoice Christian Adair
 Roland Cascia Hall
 East Central Durant
Oct. 31 OU Texas Tech
 Texas OSU
 Arkansas Texas A&M
 Tulsa NOAH Christ Prep
Nov. 5 Jenks Westmoore
Nov. 6 Union Edmond North
 Putnam City Owasso
 BTW Bixby
 Broken Arrow Enid
 Westville Webster
 Lincoln Christian Stigler
 Sperry Rejoice Christian
 Hale  Memorial
 Cascia Hall Keys
 Bishop Kelley Shawnee
 Inola Holland Hall
 Central Jay
 Edison East Central
 McAlester Rogers
 Victory Christian Beggs
 Haskell Metro Christian
 Summit Christian Watts
 Putnam City Owasso
 McLain Muldrow
 OCPHS Tulsa NOAH
Nov. 7 Kansas OU
 OSU Kansas State
 TU Navy
 Tennessee Arkansas
Nov. 14 Arkansas Florida
 SMU Tulsa
Nov. 21 OSU OU
 LSU Arkansas
 Tulane TU

Tulsa Mourns Loss of Hall of Fame Coach Gene Shell

Courtesy photos

COLLEGE WORLD SERIES FINALISTS: Gene Shell’s 1969 Golden Hurricane base-
ball team was the national runner-up to Arizona State in the College World Series in Omaha.

GENE SHELL

http://www.cajuned.com
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Save More 
with 
Generac

Power your home and save money 
with PWRcell, Generac’s revolutionary 
solar + battery storage system. 

REQUEST A FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION QUOTE TODAY! 

(855) 781-0259

FREE
VIRTUAL QUOTING 
NOW AVAILABLE!

solar + battery storage system. 

FREE
VIRTUAL QUOTING 
NOW AVAILABLE!

TAUW Announces Future Chairs
       (Continued from page 2)
system, safety, communications, 
external affairs and regulatory 
functions. 

Simmons joined American Elec-
tric Power (AEP) in 1999 and has 
held a variety of leadership roles 
with responsibilities in the areas 
of transmission strategy and poli-
cy, regulatory, outreach, siting and 
rights-of-way for transmission 
projects, regulatory commodity 
sourcing, and renewables as well 
as energy scheduling and trading. 

Community service has been a 
vital part of Simmons’ career. She 
currently serves on the boards of 
directors for the Tulsa Area Unit-
ed Way, Tulsa Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, State Chamber of 
Oklahoma, and on the board of 
trustees for Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center Trust, and Tulsa Commu-
nity Foundation.

Karl Neumaier (2023 Chair)
As Chief Operating Officer for 

Hilti North America, Karl Neu-

maier is responsible for opera-
tional excellence throughout the 
region while providing execu-
tive leadership for 500-plus team 
members at the company’s Opera-
tions Center campus in Tulsa.  

Neumaier has spearheaded mul-
tiple initiatives to improve effi-
ciency at Hilti, including the in-
troduction of LEAN practices. His 
drive and ability to lead large and 
diverse teams has had a lasting 
impact, supporting and enabling 

three consecutive years of dou-
ble-digit sales growth.  

Neumaier currently serves on 
the board of directors for the Tul-
sa Regional Chamber, Northeast 
Oklahoma Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross, Catholic Charities 
and is a member of Tulsa Area 
United Way’s Collaborations 
Committee, an organization that 
has raised more than $825 million 
for the Tulsa community over its 
96-year history.

Virus Puts Thanksgiving Tradition on the Back Burner

By BOB LEWIS 
Contributing Editor 

 
Upwards of 1,000 people will 

need to make new Thanksgiv-
ing dinner plans this year. 

Eddie Chamat, owner of 
Duffy’s Restaurant in Broken 
Arrow, says because of the 
coronavirus he had no choice 
but to put his 32-year-old offer 
of free Thanksgiving meals on 
the back burner – at least for 
now.  

The look in Chamat’s eyes 
shows clearly how painful that 
decision was. 

“It’s not the money,” he said. 
“I would have paid the mon-
ey. But social distancing rules 
require us to close half our 
booths and tables. If you have 
ever been here on Thanksgiv-
ing, you know we are packed. 
There is no way I could make 
this thing work under those 
conditions.” 

The event, which has be-
come a holiday tradition, has 
special meaning to Chamat 
above being away of saying 
thank you to the community 
for its support. Its roots date 
back to the time when he was 
20 years old and had just left 
his home in Damascus, Syria 
to study at Oklahoma State 
University. 

He once told Food Critic 
Scott Cherry, “I lost my bags in 
New York, and all I had was the 
clothes on my back when I got 
to Stillwater. It was freezing, 
sleeting and snowing when I 
got dropped off at the bus sta-
tion. I didn’t know where to go 

or what to do. I noticed a guy 
at the bus station made a phone 
call and pretty soon an older 
lady in a big Cadillac picked 
me up, bought me a Big Mac 
and took me to her house to get 
warm. I’ll never forget the taste 
of that Big Mac. It was deli-
cious.” 

It was then and there that Cha-
mat vowed to find a way to re-
pay this act of kindness.  

Three decades ago, the ma-
jority of Duffy’s holiday meals 
were served to people who 
couldn’t afford to buy them. 
But as word spread, attendance 
began to grow, reaching the 
800-1,000 meals level served 
in recent years. 

He says it takes about a month 
to put all of the pieces of this 
event together. Many of his em-
ployees volunteer to help. Also 
pitching in are churches, civic 
organizations, townspeople 
and regular restaurant custom-
ers who devote some of their 
holiday time to help serve and 
cleanup afterwards.  

What about next year?  
Chamat says he hopes this 

pandemic is resolved by then 
so he can once again serve free 
turkey dinners with all the trim-
mings to everybody wanting 
them. 

It is something, he says, he 
has always been thankful for 
the opportunity to do.

Duffy’s Owner Hopes Free Holiday  
Meals Event Can Resume in 2021

GTR Media Group photo

BENEVOLENT RESTAURATEUR:  Duffy’s owner Eddie Chamat hopes to 
resume his restaurant’s free Thanksgiving meals next year.

http://www.hummingbirdelectric.com
http://www.anchorpaint.com
http://www.dandiguaranty.com
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I recently fulfilled a lifelong 
dream and accomplished an item 
high on my bucket list. I went 
on a tour of Egypt for two weeks 
and visited its famous archeolog-
ical sites. To ex-
plain my fascina-
tion with ancient 
Egypt, travel back 
with me over six-
ty years ago to a 
writing assign-
ment I was given 
at age 12 in the 7th 
grade: I was asked 
to write a paper 
about the Egyp-
tian pyramids. 
This was the same 
year I read my 
first Agatha Chris-
tie mystery book, 
Death on the Nile. 
These stimulated 
an interest in an-
cient Egypt which 
continued to grow 
year by year.

My senior year 
in high school, in 
an ancient and medieval history 
class, I was exposed to even more 
information about this distinctive 
culture. At Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, the curriculum for an archi-
tectural degree included seven re-
quired semesters 
of architectural 
history taught by 
a professor with 
a flat Arkansas 
monotone voice. 
He would speak 
in our darkened 
lecture hall ac-
companying a 
series of 35 mm 
slides. Each civ-
ilization was dis-
cussed in detail. 
Students were ex-
pected to become 
familiar with 
the main build-
ings and monu-
ments of every 
era. Many of my 
classmates slept 
through these 
lectures. When 
Professor Cham-
berlain focused 
on ancient Egypt 
I was fascinated 
with every slide and every word. 

I interned one summer for an ar-
chitect who gave me a job because 
my mother played bridge with his 
wife. He mentored me for a few 
years afterwards and when he later 
made a trip to Egypt he shared his 
excellent slides of the trip with me. 
If I had not been hooked on this 
civilization before, I was then. 

As a young father, when the Ram-
ses the Great exhibit arrived at Fair 
Park in Dallas, I piled my wife and 
sons into our station wagon and 

caravanned with another couple to 
see those one of a kind artifacts. A 
few years later when my boys were 
off at school, my wife and I drove 
to Dallas again to see the King Tut 

exhibit. Soon after 
I attended a lec-
ture at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa 
about the New 
Egyptian Antiq-
uities Museum 
located in Alex-
andria, Egypt. A 
few years later, 
on a trip to Lon-
don (with chills 
on my spine), 
I got to see the 
Rosetta Stone 
(which unlocked 
the translation of 
ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphics). 
I was also lucky 
later to have seen 
the Egyptian col-
lections at the 
S m i t h s o n i a n , 
MOMA, and the 

Chicago Art Institute. 
Throughout the years, friends 

who traveled to Egypt and family 
frequently gifted me with Egyp-
tian items. My house is littered 
with coffee table books on ancient 

Egypt, a small blue ceramic hippo 
(copy of a tomb artifact), a clay 
votive figure (said to be ancient) 
and a collection of small scarabs. 
On my walls are two antique maps 
of ancient Egypt, a poster from 
the Ramses the Great Exhibit and 
numerous prints of Karnak, Abu 
Simbel, the pyramids, the Sphinx 
and Edfu. 

All of the above leads me to a 
night in early February when I 
was playing bridge with a group 
of friends. A member of the group 

announced that she had signed up 
for a tour of ancient Egyptian sites. 
A light magically switched on; I 
made the decision to go also. I had 
two weeks to prepare. My wife 
had passed away two years ear-
lier. My three sons were all busy 
with their careers and raising their 
children. My bridge club friend 
helped me get sighed on. I made 
plane reservations, got some shots 
and updated my passport. I put a 
hold on my newspaper and mail. 
My in-town son kept my dog and I 
was off on the trip. 

The male dominated Egyptian cul-
ture is a different world. The tour 
began in Cairo, at 25 million people, 
the third largest city in the world. 
My first evening was a nighttime 
light show at the Giza Pyramids and 
of course the Sphinx, my first time 
to actually see them. The tour was 
packed with travel to various sites 
which included the Egyptian Mu-
seum (sadly the old one) temples at 
Luxor and Karnak, Valleys of the 
Kings and Queens and Hatshepsut’s 
terraced temple. The trip concluded 
with the Abu Simbel Temple and the 
Temple of Philae. Along the way 
was boat and sailboat travel on the 
Nile and visits to the University of 
Chicago’s Oriental Institute, an ala-
baster carving work shop and a rug 
weaving school. 

What can I 
say about the 
ancient archi-
tecture I saw 
from a civiliza-
tion that lasted 
three times as 
long as that of 
the Greeks or 
Romans (ap-
p rox ima te ly 
3,500 years) 
and predat-
ed them? The 
massive scale 
of Egyptian 
monumen t s , 
staggering in 
their perma-
nence, but also 
in their sim-
plicity is mind 
blowing. The 
subtle crafts-
manship of this 
post and beam 
construction 
achieved with 

the most primitive tools leaves one 
with a simple engineering question. 
How did they do it? 

I arrived home with a t-shirt 
embellished with a hieroglyphic 
graphic, a handful of small carved 
alabaster camels (for my grand-
kids) and 250 digital photographs. I 
had the time of my life. Sometimes 
I have a hard time believing I went, 
but when I look at the photo of me 
astride a braying camel (yes, I had 
a 10-minute camel ride) I know it 
really happened. 
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

Egyptian Visit Fulfills Dream, Brings Memories

ROGER COFFEY for GTR Media Group

INNER COURTYARD TEMPLE AT KARNAK:  The Karnak Temple 
Complex, commonly known as Karnak from Arabic Khurnak meaning 
«fortified village», comprises a vast mix of decayed temples, chapels, py-
lons, and other buildings near Luxor, in Egypt. Construction at the com-
plex began during the reign of Senusret I in the Middle Kingdom(around 
2000–1700 B.C.) and continued into the Ptolemaic period (305–30 
B.C.), although most of the extant buildings date from the New Kingdom. 

Courtesy photo

AUTHOR AND FRIENDS:  On Architecture author Roger Coffey, left, 
poses with friends he met on the Egyptian tour with friendly camels.  
In the background is the Giza Pyramid Complex, also called the Giza 
Necropolis, the site on the Giza Plateau in Greater Cairo, Egypt that 
includes the Great Pyramid of Giza, the Pyramid of Khafre, and the Pyr-
amid of Menkaure, along with their associated pyramid complexes and 
the Great Sphinx of Giza.

ROGER COFFEY for GTR Media Group

RAMESES II:   Ramses II, also known as Ramses the Great, was the 
third king of the 19th dynasty (1292–1190 B.C.) of ancient Egypt, whose 
reign (1279–13 B.C.) was the second longest in Egyptian history.  The 
statue is located at the south end of Egypt while the pyramids are located 
at the north end.

ROGER COFFEY for GTR Media Group

TERRACED TEMPLE OF QUEEN HATSHEPSUT:  The Mortu-
ary Temple of Hatshepsut, also known as the Djeser-Djeseru, is located 
in Upper Egypt. Built for the 18th Dynasty pharoah Hatshepsut, who 
died in 1458 B.C., the temple is located beneath the cliffs at Deir el-Ba-
hari on the west bank of the Nile near the Valley of the Kings. 

http://pawprintsltd.com
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Spartan College Expands its Fleet for Pilot 
Training with Purchase of 32 Piper Aircrafts

Officials at Spartan College of 
Aeronautics and Technology an-
nounced on Oct. 28 the expan-
sion of its aircraft fleet with the 
purchase of 32 new Piper Air-
crafts to meet the future demand 
for certified pilots in the United 
States. State and local officials 
joined Spartan College and Piper 
Aircraft leaders for the historic 
delivery of the 5000th Piper Ar-
cher Aircraft at Spartan College’s 
flight facility at Jones Riverside 
Airport in Tulsa.

Founded 92 years ago, Spartan 
College is one of the Nation’s first 
technical training schools for pilots 
and aviation maintenance. Along 
with three facilities in Tulsa, Spar-
tan College is also located in the 
following areas: Los Angeles; In-
land Empire, Calif.; and Denver. 
Spartan students have come from 
across the United States and more 
than 62 countries.

“Since 1928, Spartan has trained 
and changed the lives of more 
than 100,000 pilots and mechan-
ics serving in civil and military 
careers. With the purchase of these 
aircraft, we are re-committing our-
selves to Tulsa and to Oklahoma,” 
said Spartan College CEO Rob 
Polston. “We could have chosen 
many places to invest and oper-
ate, but we happen to believe in 
our strategic plan to make Tulsa 
the most sought-after destination 
for flight and mechanic training 
as well as the single-largest and 

most-recognized flight school in 
the United States.”

Based in Vero Beach, Florida, 
Piper Aircraft was founded 83 
years ago and manufactures the 
Archer Aircraft, the standard plane 
used for new pilots and flight 
schools. The Piper Archer first de-
buted in 1975.

“Piper has achieved a significant 
aviation milestone today with the 
delivery of the 5,000th Piper Ar-
cher to Spartan College,” said Si-
mon Caldecott, president and chief 
executive officer for Piper. “As 
Spartan College of Aeronautics 
and Technology continues to ex-
pand their aviation programs, Piper 
Aircraft is proud to be part of their 
comprehensive aviation program.  
As a longstanding pilot training 
provider, they continue to demon-
strate their commitment to excel-
lence and their students by pro-
viding multiple aviation programs 
and opportunities for their students.  
We look forward to their continued 
success and to providing more Pip-
er trainers in support of their com-
mitment to aviation education.”

Prior to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the U.S. was already 
facing a shortage of pilots due 
to national and global demand. 
According to the 2020 Boe-
ing Market Outlook (BMO) 
released in October, the com-
pany predicts that near and 
long-term market adjustments 
will still require replacement of 

“tens of thousands of pilots and 
trained technicians due to re-
tirement age. Over the next de-
cade, educational outreach and 
career pathway programs will 
be essential to inspiring and 
recruiting the next generation.” 

“As the world economies bounce 
back from the temporary set-back 
of COVID-19, which they inevita-
bly will, air travel will resume, just 
as it has after every major external 
shock from the energy crisis, to the 
financial crisis and SARS,” said 
Polston. “Despite what the technol-
ogy giants hope, there is no substi-
tution for the business and personal 
connections that come with flying 
from one destination to another.”

Spartan College’s growth in 
Tulsa and its ongoing capital in-
vestment is key to providing the 
regional aerospace and aviation 
industry with the pipeline of 
skilled, certified employees need-
ed to maintain the city’s employ-
ment base.

“Oklahoma’s aviation and aero-
space industries have an annual 
economic impact of $11.7 bil-
lion,” said Mike Neal, president 
and CEO of the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber. “Spartan College has 
been a critical partner in the state’s 
aviation and aerospace growth for 
more than nine decades, and its 
world-class education and train-
ing support the 200,000 aviation 
and aerospace jobs in our state. 
Today’s announcement furthers 

Spartan’s ability to develop high-
ly-skilled talent in the region, 
ensuring Tulsa and Oklahoma re-
main at the forefront of aviation 
and aerospace excellence.”

Spartan College is proactive-
ly addressing the upcoming pilot 
shortage by offering students op-
tions to train for pilot certification. 
Training to become a pilot at Spar-
tan College will give you skills 
and experience necessary to earn 
multiple Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) part 141 pilot cer-
tifications, in just 17 months. Due 
to the pandemic, Spartan College 
is working on reinventing its train-
ing programs into a hybrid model 
with online options for several of 

its programs, including aviation 
maintenance technicians.

“With the addition of the Piper 
Archers, Spartan students will be 
trained with industry-leading tech-
nology such as electronic flight 
bags and the latest Garmin G1000 
avionics system,” said Beau 
Schrader, Spartan College’s vice 
president of flight operations. “By 
teaching Spartan students on fea-
tures like the flight management 
system, weather, traffic, terrain, 
and autopilot, the students will 
receive professional environment 
experiences in a training environ-
ment to better prepare and equip 
them with the experiences to suc-
ceed in the aviation industry.”

Delivery Brings 5,000th Piper Archer Aircraft

Courtesy photo

SIGNIFICANT ANNOUNCEMENT:  Spartan College of Aeronautics and Tech-
nology President and CEO Rob Polston addresses industry guests and members of 
the media to announce the new fleet of Piper Aircraft.  Also speaking at the event 
were U.S. Representative Kevin Hern, City of Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum, Spartan 
College Tulsa campus President Kari Pahno, Piper Americas General Manager of 
Sales Hans Stancil and Tulsa Regional Chamber President and CEO Mike Neal.  

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.tulsachamber.com/


Tulsa Regional Tourism hosted 
its 2020 Annual Meeting ‘safely’ 
in October at the Admiral Twin 
Drive-In. More than 150 people 
from Tulsa’s tourism industry at-
tended while munching popcorn 
in their cars.

Kicking off with a live perfor-
mance from Tulsa’s leading soul 
singer and songwriter, Faye Mof-
fett, the presentation then began 
with the release of the 2019 Eco-
nomic Impact of Tulsa Tourism 
report. Adam Sacks with Oxford 
Economics told attendees via 
pre-recorded video that in 2019, 
total visits grew 6 percent year 
over year, totaling 9.9 million vis-
itors. Visitor spending increased 
7.2 percent vs. 2018, with direct 
spending topping $1.2 billion. Ac-
counting for indirect spend, the 
total economic impact of visitors 
to Tulsa was $1.7 billion. Oxford 
Economics completes this report 
annually on behalf of Tulsa Re-
gional Tourism and analyzes the 
impact of the previous year’s visi-
tors on Tulsa’s economy.

“I’m pleased to see these num-
bers reflect the hard work of our 
organization to attract visitors to 
Tulsa”, said Ray Hoyt, president 
of Tulsa Regional Tourism, after 
initially seeing the data. “People 
are choosing to visit Tulsa in sig-
nificantly greater numbers over 
the last decade. And while the 
pandemic has decelerated that mo-
mentum in 2020, our team won’t 
stop selling the future of Tulsa as a 
major tourism destination.”

Mike Mears, CEO, president and 
chairman of Magellan Midstream 
Partners and chairman of the Tul-
sa Regional Tourism Executive 

Board, said he knew the 2019 re-
port would be strong, but that he’s 
been more impressed with the or-
ganization’s efforts to offset the 
havoc the pandemic wreaked on 
tourism in 2020. “The team real-
ly has their work cut out for them. 
But I can say with confidence, I ha-
ven’t seen a group with this much 
grit in other destination markets. 
Many have simply thrown in the 
towel. But Tulsa is making lemon-
ade and stepping up to convert op-
portunities that can’t be supported 
in other markets. And those efforts 
are paying off.” 

The total estimated impact for 
events booked during the fiscal 
year was $248.8 million and re-
sulted in 133,719 room nights 
booked. One hundred and six new 
events were recruited to Tulsa and 
80 events were retained. The Tulsa 
Office of Film, Music, Arts & Cul-
ture also supported 32 productions 
in the Tulsa area.

Hoyt provided an overview of 
the three CARES Act grants Tul-
sa Regional Tourism received this 
year, resulting in the Tulsa Safe-
ly, Play Tulsa Music and Tulsa 
County Film Recovery programs. 
The Tulsa Safely video was seen 
more than 2 million times in the 
first month of the campaign alone. 
The County-granted funds were 
directed to safely stimulate Tulsa 
County’s drive to market visitors, 
as well as to aid Tulsa’s film and 
music industry creatives in getting 
back to work. 

To show appreciation to the 
Board of Tulsa County Commis-
sioners for supporting tourism, 
Hoyt presented the group with 
one of two awards given out at the 

event. The Tulsa Inspires Award 
was presented to County Commis-
sioner Karen Keith, who accepted 
the award on behalf of the Board. 
This award recognizes a recipient 
who brings attention to Tulsa in a 
new way.

The Dan Harrison Entrada Award 
recognizes someone who answers 
the call for help, and routinely of-
fers their time and resources for 
the greater good of the Tulsa re-
gion, according to Tulsa Regional 
Tourism. Recipient Sue Bunday 
was awarded for her volunteer-
ism during Tulsa’s largest events 
in recent years. Cars honked with 
their applause as the awards were 
announced.

As the presentation concluded, 
the film tape started spinning. To 
close out the evening, Tulsa Re-
gional Tourism invited attend-
ees to remain in their cars for the 
screening of “The Adventure of 
A.R.I.: My Robot Friend,” a fami-
ly-friendly movie shot on location 
in Tulsa.

The Annual Report highlights 
and video summary can be viewed 
at VisitTulsa.com/2020Annual-
Meeting.

 
About Tulsa Regional Tourism

Tulsa Regional Tourism is north-
east Oklahoma’s premier accredit-
ed destination marketing organiza-
tion. Housed at the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber, it includes the Tulsa 
Convention and Visitors Bureau; 
the Tulsa Sports Commission, an 
amateur sports sales and marketing 
organization; and the Tulsa Office 
of Film, Music, Arts & Culture, an 
accredited film commission.

Tulsa Regional Tourism assists 

in attracting 9.9 million annual 
visitors, creating more than $1.7 
billion in total economic impact 
for the community. The tourism in-
dustry supports more than 15,300 
local jobs and offsets $590 in taxes 
for every Tulsa household. Tulsa 
Regional Tourism leads the com-
munity’s bidding for and hosting 
of signature events like the NCAA 
men’s basketball tournament, the 
Big 12 Wrestling Championship, 
USA BMX Grand Nationals, the 

Arabian Horse Association’s U.S. 
Nationals and more. 

For more information, vis-
it VisitTulsa.com, TulsaSafely.
com and PlayTulsaMusic.com.

It was great to be on the campus 
of Oklahoma State University this 
past Saturday, Oct. 24, to watch 
Cowboy football. As I was passing 
by a window in Boone Pickens’ 
stadium, I saw a building named 
Sherman E. Smith Training Cen-
ter. 

It reminded me of Sherman, who 
was a good friend of mine, how he 
lived a life of civic engagement. 
He had spent all of his business 
life in the oil and gas industry. He 
and I had several conversations on 
how important life is to give back 
to society. 

Sherman Smith of Tulsa, was 85 
years old when he passed away in 
2011. He was a quiet, soft spoken 
leader, who through hard work and 
determination, built his business 
called SerDrilco, as well as other 
businesses he led. 

He and Boone Pickens had 
worked together building wells for 
many years. Sherman reminded 
me of where I came from in West-
ern Oklahoma, like my parents, 
George and Lucy Stansberry, who 
were always engaged in their com-
munity. 

Being raised in Western Oklaho-
ma, I saw firsthand the civic en-
gagement of oil and gas industry 
leaders in my community and re-
gion. Civic engagement is best de-
fined as “any individual or group 
activity addressing issues of pub-
lic concern. Citizens acting alone 
or together to protect public values 
or make a change or difference in 
the community are types of civic 
engagement.”

Sherman, who I was first intro-
duced to almost thirty years ago, 
was a great mentor. One of my 

books, America Needs America’s 
Energy, I dedicated to a few of my 
friends and family, including Sher-
man E. Smith. 

We knew of his involvement in 
energy advocacy and OSU sup-
port. At his memorial service, how-
ever, it was 
announced of 
his several in-
terests in civic 
engagements, 
of which most 
of us had no 
idea of the 
magnitude of 
his numerous 
contributions.

Sherman has 
enriched so 
many lives, 
leaving a true 
legacy. What 
made Sher-
man especial-
ly joyful, was 
improving the 
condition of 
his fellow man 
through his 
contributions. 

There are so many from the oil 
and gas industry that have truly 
been engaged civically, too nu-
merous to mention. However, a 
couple that should be recognized 
are John and Eleanor Kirkpatrick. 

John E. Kirkpatrick was a U.S. 
Navy Rear Admiral, oilman and 
philanthropist. John founded the 
Kirkpatrick Oil Company in 1950, 
and he and Eleanor became in-
creasingly active in civic endeav-
ors throughout Oklahoma City. 

In 1955, the couple established 
the Kirkpatrick Foundation to 
serve as a vehicle for their per-
sonal philanthropy. Through the 
Kirkpatrick Foundation, the cou-
ple made a number of instrumental 
gifts that would shape the land-

scape of the community’s arts and 
cultural scene.

John and Eleanor established 
the Oklahoma City Communi-
ty Foundation. He gave the new 
community foundation more than 
just a vision. During those first few 

years, he contrib-
uted generously, 
encouraged his 
friends and col-
leagues to estab-
lish funds and 
offered to match 
gifts to endow-
ment funds for 
charities. I had the 
honor of meeting 
John and Eleanor 
in their later life. 
One occasion was 
at a book signing 
in recognition of 
their life’s accom-
plishments. 

Sherman E. 
Smith, John and 
Eleanor Kirkpat-
rick and other oil 
and gas leaders 
from the past and 

present have improved our society 
in so many ways. We are thank-

ful for their contributions through 
their civic engagement. 

Future generations are depending 
on us to keep the American dream 
alive, America needs America’s 
Energy!

Mark A. Stansberry, chairman of 
the GTD Group, an Award Win-
ning Author and Energy Advocate.
Facebook: National Energy Talk.

  GTR Media Group: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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Want to 
Purchase
Mineral & 

Other Oil/Gas 
Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

Civic Engagement and The Oil and Gas Industry 

Tulsa Regional Tourism Hosts Annual Meeting, 
Announces Significant Yearly Economic Impact

Courtesy photo

CINEMATIC MEETING:  Ray Hoyt, president of Tulsa Regional 
Tourism, addresses more than 150 people from Tulsa’s tourism industry 
in their cars at the Admiral Twin Drive-In.

http://www.noc.edu
http://www.scogginsroofing.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Autos WAnted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!All 
Makes/Models 2002-2019! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Top$$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330

Business opportunity

$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERY-
DAY? Legal, Ethical, Exciting & Fun, 
No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc Website 
Reveals All www.stressfreecashnow.
comThen Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

educAtion

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA ap-
proved hands on Aviation mechanic train-
ing. Financial Aid for qualified students 
- Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Train online to do medical billing! Be-
come a Medical Office Professional at 
CTI! Get trained & certified to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Computer & IT training program! Train 
to become Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional! Grants & scholarships for 
qualified applicants on certain programs. 
888-449-1713 (M-F 8-6 ET)

 educAtion

Life Alert. One press of a button sends 
help fast, 24/7! At home & on the go. 
Mobile Pendant w/GPS. Free first aid kit 
with subscription.  877-537-8817 free 
brochure.

HeAltH & Fitness 

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
889-5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Covers 350 proce-
dures. Real insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.
com/58 #6258 

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one 
FREE! High-quality rechargeable Nano 
hearing aids priced 90% less than com-
petitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money 
back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or 
Mesothelioma? Exposed to Asbestos 
Pre-1980 at Work or Navy? You May Be 
Entitled to a Significant Cash Award! 
Smoking History Okay! Call1-855-591-
0517

MiscellAneous

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO AC-
CIDENT? Let us fight for you! Our network 
has recovered millions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 1-888-409-1261
 
Life Alert. One press of a button sends help 
fast, 24/7! At home & on the go. Mobile 
Pendant w/GPS. Free first aid kit with sub-
scription.  877-537-8817 free brochure.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. 
Call 877-929-9587

Generac generators. Weather is increas-
ingly unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. Free 7-yr ext warranty. 
Schedule free in-home assessment 1-844-
334-8353. Special financing if qualified.

Two great new offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iP-
hone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One. 
While supplies last! CALL1-866-565-
8452 or www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

!! OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Stay in your home longer with an Amer-
ican Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at1-855-481-3969 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data 
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-402-0373

Cross country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long-distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

MiscellAneous

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today!1-855-404-2366

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/
month. Select All-Included Package. 
155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Up-
grade. Premium movie channels, FREE 
for 3 mos! Call 1-855-781-1565 

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh 
Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-378-1182 
Monday through Friday 7AM-5PM PST

BOOT STRAPS & BRA STRAPS Book 
On Amazon & Audible. Need to start 
over this year? FREE REBOOT GIFTS: 
www.SheilaMac.com

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for $100 Gift 
Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some 
restrictions apply)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Nationwide 
Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality re-
chargeable Nano hearing aids priced 90% 
less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-
day money back guarantee! 833-669-5806
   
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
[350+] procedures. Real dental insurance 
-NOT just a discount plan. [Don’t wait!] 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the details! 1-877-308-
2834 www.dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258 

GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-447-6780 Special 
financing for qualified customers.
  
Moving out of state within 30-60 days? 
Moving APT offers price match guar-
antee & risk-free reservations. Carriers 
licensed & bonded. Free quote 1-877-
859-1908. Carriers are all licensed and 
bonded. Free quote! Call 1-877-859-
1908

MiscellAneous

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask 
how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc re-
strictions apply. 1-888-796-8850
 
Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 
Channels. Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

Dish TV $59.99 190 channels + $14.95 
high speed internet.   Free Install, smart 
HD DVR & voice remote. Restrictions 
apply. 1-833-872-2545.
 
New authors wanted! Page Publishing 
will help self-publish your book. free au-
thor submission kit! Limited offer! 866-
951-7214

Thinking about installing a new shower? 
American Standard makes it easy. Free 
design consult.1-888-674-3005 today to 
see how to save $1,000 on installation or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display
 
Attention homeowners! You can protect 
your appliances & systems. For just a 
little more than a $1.00/day. Call now 
for 1st month free, $75.00 /off 1st year. 
1-855-514-1183

Wesley Financial Group, LLC timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt & fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free info package & learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consult. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-909-3339

Thinking about installing a new shower? 
American Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your shower 
again! Call 1-855-337-8855 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, 
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/cadnet

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery 
storage system.Save money, reduce reli-
ance on grid, prepare for outages & pow-
er your home. Full installation services. 
$0 down financing option. Request free 
no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

HughesNet Satellite Internet Đ Finally, 
no hard data limits! Call Today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! $75 
gift card, terms apply. 1-844-863-4478

Boy Scout compensation fund - Anyone 
inappropriately touched by a Scout leader 
deserves justice & compensation! Victims 
may be eligible for significant cash settle-
ment. Time is limited. 833-729-0164

Protect your home w/home security 
monitored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/
mo. Get free equipment bundle including 
keypad, motion sensor, wireless door & 
windows sensors. 833-719-1073

WAnted to Buy 

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the val-
ue of their service or product is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other materials designed to help 
their clients establish mail order selling and other business-
es at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any 
money in advance or give the client your checking, license 
ID, or credit card numbers. Also  beware of ads that claim to 
guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only over the phone it is ille-
gal to request any money before delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada. 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free 
American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one 
per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and 
for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  
Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

855-449-2860
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/tulsa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TVEARS  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Call 1-918-927-3823

Put on your TV•Ears®

and hear TV with unmatched clarity

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95

NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST
  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Use RoundUp
Weedkiller?

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma,Multiple Myeloma, and
Leukemia may result from RoundUp exposure. A recent

$2 Billion Judgment
was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.

Call 1-619-493-4791 or email
RoundUp@breakinginjurynews.com

and let us begin work on your RoundUp case today.

http://www.anagotulsa.com
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Jasmine Wil-
l i s - W a l l a c e , 
Ed.D, has joined 
OU-Tulsa as di-
rector of diversity, 
equity and inclu-
sion.

Dr. Willis-Wal-
lace has a back-
ground in diver-
sity, equity and 
inclusion work in higher education 
administration and student affairs. 
She has presented and has done re-
search on the topic of diversity and 
inclusion within higher education. 
She comes to OU most recently 
from Tulsa Public Schools where 
she served as a Program Opera-
tions Manager and has also served 
in student affairs positions and as 
an educator.

“I am very happy to welcome 
Dr. Willis-Wallace to the OU-Tul-
sa campus,” said Dr. John H. 
Schumann, OU-Tulsa president. 
“Diversity, equity and inclusion 
work is vitally important and influ-
ences every aspect of our campus 
environment.”

“It is important that the ideals of 
diversity, equity and inclusion for 
all run throughout every effort we 
make at the University of Oklaho-
ma,” said Dr. Belinda Higgs-Hyp-
polite, OU vice president of diver-
sity and inclusion. “And having 
champions for this important work 
on each campus is vital.” 

Dr. Willis-Wallace holds a Doctor 
of Education with a focus on high-
er education administration and a 
Master of Science degree in college 
student development and counsel-
ing from Northeastern University 
in Boston, Mass., and a Bachelor of 
Science in business administration 
from Miami University in Oxford, 
Ohio. 

For more information about 
OU-Tulsa, visit www.ou.edu/tulsa.  

Architect Jason Haslam has 
joined the Reed Architecture and 
Interiors staff to oversee all proj-
ects with Tulsa contractor Master’s 
Plan Church Design and Construc-
tion.

Last year, Reed 
Architecture en-
tered a partner-
ship with Mas-
ter’s Plan to help 
growing church 
congregations in 
multiple states 
meet their expan-
sion and renovation needs. This 
business remained strong in 2020 
despite the COVID outbreak, spur-
ring Reed’s hiring of Haslam as its 
Master’s Plan project manager.

“Jason brings a strong skillset in 
visualization and lots of experience 
in dealing with permitting munic-
ipalities and managing multiple 
projects,” said Reed Architecture 
principal David Reed. “His passion 
for churches and attention to detail, 
along with his management skills, 
are a great fit as he leads up our 
Master’s Plan projects.”

Haslam earned his architectur-
al degree from the University of 
Oklahoma in 1994. His career path 
led him into modeling and 3D vi-
sualization.

Haslam marks the third new hire 
for Reed Architecture in what has 
proven to be a monumental year for 
the firm. It started 2020 celebrating 
its 10th year as Sparks Reed Archi-
tecture and Interiors. In March, the 
firm purchased a 5,000-square-foot 
downtown Sapulpa building for its 
new home. David Reed oversaw its 
renovation, which his firm entered 
in May. Co-founder Gary Sparks 
retired during that effort, spurring 
Reed Architecture to adopt its cur-
rent name.

To learn more about Reed Archi-
tecture, visit www.reed-architects.
com.

Law firm Con-
ner & Winters 
LLP has an-
nounced Mary 
P. Huckabee as 
the firm’s newest 
partner. Hucka-
bee is a highly 
skilled transac-
tional lawyer 
who handles zoning and land 
use, real estate, and banking and 
business acquisition deals in in-
dustries including construction, 
oil and gas, healthcare, and non-
profits.

 “I am so proud of the land use 
and zoning practice I have devel-
oped at Conner & Winters. Every 
day, I help my clients navigate 
around the many hurdles in real 
estate development. Whether 
it’s a new business bringing jobs 
to downtown Tulsa, a nonprofit 
building affordable housing for 
seniors, or a restaurant welcom-
ing customers to their patio, my 
greatest reward is to see their suc-
cess reflected in the landscape of 
our community.”

Recently, Huckabee received 
the Best Lawyers in America: 
Ones to Watch award that honors 
lawyers who have been in private 
practice for less than 10 years, 
and who have exhibited outstand-
ing professional excellence. Her 
other achievements include be-
ing named as an Achiever Under 
40 in 2018 by The Journal Record, 
serving as the editor-in-chief of 
the American Indian Law Review, 
and completing a federal judicial 
clerkship for Chief Judge James 
H. Payne with the Eastern District 
of Oklahoma.

“Mary’s list of accolades is just 
one of many reasons the firm 
named her to partnership. We’ve 
witnessed over the past decade 
how dedicated she is to improv-
ing the Tulsa and Oklahoma com-
munities through her practice, the 
firm committees she serves on, 
and the community organizations 
she belongs to. We are so proud of 
her,” said Scott Hathaway, presi-
dent of Conner & Winters.

Huckabee joined Conner & 
Winters in 2010 as a summer as-
sociate and then began her prac-
tice with the firm in 2012 after 
passing the bar exam. She cur-
rently serves on the firm’s small 
marketing, business development 
and recruitment committees, and 
is involved with the firm’s Con-
necting Women initiative. 

Additionally, she maintains 
an active membership with the 
American Bar Association, Okla-
homa Bar Association and Tulsa 
County Bar Association.

In her spare time, Huckabee 
serves on the OU Law Young 
Alumni Board and as a board 
member of the Tulsa Debate 
League. She also enjoys fixing 
up her 1924 Craftsman Bungalow 
and working in the garden.

Huckabee earned her Juris Doc-
tor degree from the University 
of Oklahoma College of Law in 
2012 and her Bachelor of Arts in 
2008 from Columbia University 
where she studied environmental 
science.

Explorer Pipe-
line, a common 
carrier pipeline 
company head-
quartered in Tul-
sa, announced 
that its board of 
directors has ap-
pointed Mark 
Hurley as presi-
dent and chief executive officer. 

Hurley formerly served as CEO 
for Blueknight Energy Partners, 
LP, located in Tulsa, for a period 
of seven and a half years. Prior to 
Blueknight, he spent three years 
at Enterprise Products Partners in 
Houston, Texas where he led the 
newly formed Crude Oil and Off-
shore business segment.

Hurley started his career with 
Shell Oil Company in 1981 as a 
process engineer at the Norco Man-
ufacturing Complex located outside 
of New Orleans. He spent 29 years 
at Shell gaining experience in re-
fining, lubricants, chemicals and 
midstream. His last role at Shell was 
president of Shell Pipeline Compa-
ny. In this capacity, he sat on the Ex-
plorer Pipeline board of directors for 
approximately two years.

Originally from Maryland, he 
received his BS in chemical engi-
neering from North Carolina State 
University.

On Sept. 1, Tom Jensen, retired 
after serving as president and chief 
executive officer for the past five 
years. Jensen joined Explorer in 
1977 and worked in all areas of 
pipeline operations. He had served 
as president and chief executive 
officer since 2015.

Explorer Pipeline has more than 
200 employees. It transports re-
fined petroleum products through 
an 1,830-mile pipeline system ex-
tending from Port Arthur, Texas 
to the upper Midwest and serving 
major markets, including Houston, 
Dallas, Tulsa, St. Louis and Chi-
cago. The southern system cur-
rently has a capacity of 660,000 
barrels per day and the northern 
system currently has a capacity of 
450,000 barrels per day. For more 
information, visit expl.com.

BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES

WILLIS- 
WALLACE

HASLAM

HUCKABEE HURLEY

United Way Worldwide 
Honors Tulsa Business 
Leader Frauke Peterson
Tulsa entrepreneur and philan-

thropist Frauke Petersen has re-
ceived recognition for her work 
in promoting diversity, equity 
and inclusion at a United Way 
Worldwide event in October. 

Petersen is CEO and owner 
of LUXA Enterprises, a Tul-
sa-based company that provides 
accounting and human resources 
services to small and mid-sized 
companies. LUXA facilitates 
Courageous Conversations Lun-
cheons as part of their diversity 
and inclusion initiative. Through 
this initiative, LUXA engages 
people in the Tulsa area on vari-
ous diversity and inclusion topics 
that may have a negative impact 
on employment practices and the 
workplace as a whole. 

“These conversations are not 
easily held in an open forum, but 
Frauke and her team have made 
it possible to bring challenging 
topics to the table and discuss 
them in a safe and welcoming 
environment,” said Alison An-
thony, president and CEO of Tul-
sa Area United Way. “We are so 
grateful for business owners like 
Frauke who courageously take 
the lead in developing workplac-
es where everyone can succeed.”

Peterson is well known for her 
efforts to promote diversity and 
inclusion. In 2017, the Tulsa 
Regional Chamber honored Pe-
tersen as Small Business Diver-
sity Advocate; and in 2018, she 
received the Governor’s Com-
mendation as State Diversity 
Champion. Peterson volunteers 
over 10% of her time working 
with nonprofits to help develop 
sound financial strategies. She 
currently serves on the board of 
Tulsa Area United Way and is 
a member of the United Way’s 
Alexis de Tocqueville Society.  

Cray Buaxmont-Flynn
Heads Architecture Firm

ERA Design and Architecture 
has changed its name to EFG De-
sign and Architecture Inc.

Cray Bauxmont-Flynn is the Tul-
sa firm’s new principal and chief 
operating officer. This 34-year in-
dustry veteran brings a global per-
spective to EFG, having worked 
on award-winning architectural 
projects across three continents.

“It’s like coming full circle for 
me,” Flynn said of his move to 
Tulsa. The 56-year-old architect 
grew up enthralled by tales of his 
Cherokee and Delaware tribal an-
cestors.

Working alongside EFG princi-
pal Donna Edmondson, Cray in-
tends to build EFG into a regional 
architectural and design firm fo-
cusing on Native American proj-
ects across the continent. The Tul-
sa company has already opened an 
office in Fort Worth, with another 
under development in Las Vegas. 

Edmondson will use her extensive 
Native American contacts to focus 
on business development.

EFG has unveiled a new logo 
and website, www.edmondsonfly-
nn.com.  It also is expanding its 
Tulsa office in the Bank of Ameri-
ca Center. That renovation project 
should be completed this fall.

FRAUKE PETERSON

CRAY BUAXMONT-FLYNN

http://www.ttownpartysupply.com


  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

By JANIE THOMAS GREEN
Contributing Writer

The third annual Cool Grilles Car 
Show was held in perfect weather 
on October 17.

The Rotary Club of Broken Ar-
row sponsored the classic car show 
filling five blocks of Main Street 
in Broken Arrow. 243 competition 
cars and specialty classic vehicles 
filled The Rose District, which 
USA Today crowned as the small 
city “Most Charming Main Street” 
in Oklahoma. 

Rose District restaurants and 
unique shops were open plus sev-
eral food trucks and a number of 
vendors. Classic rock music played 
throughout the venue to set the 
mood for the show and contest. 
Entry was free to the public and 
the event was suitable for the en-
tire family. The Museum Broken 
Arrow and The Military History 
Museum had free sponsored admis-
sion all day. The Museum Broken 
Arrow had an Auburn car inside 
from Auburn/Cord/Duesenburg, a 
local company which repairs and 
rebuilds these from all over the 
world.

The 2020 Cool Grilles Car Show 
featured radio-controlled drag cars 
and rock crawlers that they could 
pay to try. During the car show a 
No Prep CASH DAY drag racing 
competition was held. No Prep 
RC Drag Racing is all about hav-
ing fun. RC Club members from 
across the state brought out their 

beautiful and CRAZY FAST cars 
for people to watch and try. The 
silent auction added to the fun 
with some great values on donated 
items.

Proceeds from the event ben-
efit the Broken Arrow Rotary 
Club’s benevolent projects, in-
cluding scholarships for BAPS 
seniors, Happy Hands Educa-
tion Center families, YMCA 
and donations to Broken Arrow 

Neighbors and other local causes. 
The Arrow Group was the Present-
ing Sponsor, ASI, AVB, A-1 Auto-
body and other generous donors.  

Lisa and Galen Engel chaired 
the Rotary Club event. Their busi-
ness is TigerTownTees, and they 
created and provided the show 
shirts and led the committee that 
created a public event which filled 
the Rose District for the first time 
since March. (TigerTownTees@

yahoo.com or 918-408-4282 for 
more information.)

The top two in 34 classes were 
awarded plaques with tall trophies 
awarded for:  Best Paint- Andy 
Hillenburg- 1956 Red Chevy No-
mad; Best Engine- Tony Ponds- 
1960 Black Chevy Impala; Best 
Interior- Paul Laymon- 1958 Grey 
Chevy Corvette; and Best of Show- 
Donny Johnson- 1960 Quicksand 
Chevrolet C-10 Pickup.
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DON’T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

Get the 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
season included at no extra cost.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC 918-935-0035

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., 
monthly service  and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount 

starts w/in 3 bills. New approved  residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS a�liate. will not be available in NFL 
SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating 
CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2020 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET subscription will not automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any 
given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/n� for a list of compatible devices/system requirements For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model 
H/HR 21 or later is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks of the NFL and its a� liates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual 
Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a� liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Req’s you to select o�er.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide
866-269-1033

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/tulsa

 

Become a Published Author 
with Dorrance.  

We want to read your book!

 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up of  
writers, just like you. We are 

dedicated to making publishing 
dreams come true. Trusted by  
authors for nearly 100 years,  

Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.

Rotary Club of B.A. Sponsors Cool Grilles Car Show

Expo Square Tradition Stays Alive with
Junior Livestock Show and Food Court 
By KYLIE HAMMACK
GTR Student Intern

Unfortunately, the Tulsa State 
Fair is one of the many events that 
had to be cancelled this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
the Fair Grounds and Expo Square 
were not entirely empty this Oc-
tober. Both the Junior Livestock 
Show and Ford Family Food Court 
brought visitors from all over 
Oklahoma to the midway.

At their August meeting, the 
Tulsa County Public Facilities 
Authority (TPCA) Board voted to 
cancel this year’s Tulsa State Fair. 
However, one Konawa teenager 
was relieved to hear that The Tul-
sa Junior Livestock Show would 
continue.

Elisa Allen has been showing 
goats at livestock shows for about 
seven years and said that this year 
has been especially hard. While 
her preparations for showing have 
not changed with the pandemic, 
many of the competitions that she 
had planned to go to last spring 
were cancelled. Elisa showed 
three goats at this year’s competi-
tion and says, “each require daily 
feeding, exercise, clipping, and 
fitting.” Every goat is purchased 

well before competitions begin, 
so news of spring cancellations 
meant that the financial and time 
commitments from Elisa and her 
family went un-rewarded. “We are 
just really thankful to be in Tulsa 
this weekend” Allen said.

In addition to the Junior Live-
stock Show, the TPCA found an-
other way to make sure that Tul-
sans could still get a taste of the 
fair: The Ford Family Food Court. 
With around ten vendors, the food 
court ensured that classic favorites 

such as steak sandwiches, corn on 
the cob, turkey legs, lemonade, 
funnel cakes and corndogs were 
available. 

Just five dollars granted those 
from all over Green Country ac-
cess to these flavorful fair classics, 
a D.J., and the livestock show. 
Turns out, this offer was just too 
tempting to pass up because out-
door benches were packed with 
visitors enjoying what fair atmo-
sphere was provided. All guide-
lines set out by the CDC and Tulsa 

Health Department were followed 
and safety measures such as a 
mask requirement and hand wash-
ing stations were implemented.

The result was an enjoyable taste 
of a longstanding Tulsa tradition 
that allowed exhibitors like Elisa 
to actualize all their hard work. 
Despite this, many are wonder-
ing when they can see rides on 
the midway again. The dates for 
the 2021 Tulsa State Fair are set 
for September 30 through Octo-
ber 10, which means there are ap-
proximately 11 months left until 
Tulsans will be able to enjoy the 
ever-exciting 11 days of awesome 
once again.

GOATS ON DISPLAY:  Contestants show their prize possessions at 
this year’s Junior Livestock Show.

GTR Media Group photo

A TASTE OF THE FAIR: Despite no rides and other events at this 
year’s fair, crowds enjoyed their time on the midway with the usual fair 
food favorites while new precautions were in place.

READY TO SHOW: Contestant 
Elisa Allen exhibits MJ, one of 
the three goats she showed at this 
year’s Junior Livestock Show.

GTR Media Group photo

BEST OF SHOW:  Lisa Engel, co-chair of the Cool Grilles Car Show, awards the Best of Show trophy to 
Donny Johnson for his 1960 Quicksand Chevrolet C-10 Pickup.

KYLIE HAMMACK for GTR Media Group

KYLIE HAMMACK for GTR Media Group

http://www.dorraceinfo.com/tulsa
http://www.gcshredding.com
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
When you start a relationship with Central 

Bank, you’ll immediately have access to 

a community bank with comprehensive 

offerings, cutting-edge technology, and 

leading-edge banking solutions. We have  

all the tools you need to move, manage,  

and maximize your money with ease.  

Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • NOV. 1 – DEC. 5, 2020

Some Events May Be Canceled or Postponed. Please Check With the Venue for Event Status.
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Ask about fraud ID protection

Free Small Business Checking

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

3

Books sandwiched in
Tulsa Library (Virtual)
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Five-Minute 
Fiction: Phone-
in storytiMe For 
adults
Tulsa Library (Virtual)
All day
Call 918-549-7323 and 
follow the menu for 
an engaging story you 

can enjoy at home. Visit 
tulsalibrary.org for more 

information.

Build a reader 
Phone-in 
storytiMe
Tulsa Library 
(Virtual)
All day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

PilgriM
The Colony

9 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com for more 

information.
seth lee Jones
The Colony
9 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com for more 
information.

dane & the souP
The Colony
9 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com for more 
information.

Festival de ar-
tes del dia de 
los Muertos 
(virtual y 
en Persona) 
/ día de los 
Muertos arts 
Festival
Living Arts of Tulsa 
(Virtual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit livingarts.org for more 
information.

creations 
reiMagined
Tulsa Ballet 
(Virtual) 
6 p.m.
Visit tulsaballet.com 
for more information.

introduction to 
ProPosal writing
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
10 – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

Books sand-
wiched in: 
“inheritance”
Tulsa Library 
(Virtual) 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.
org for more 

information.

Books sandwiched 
in: “save Me the 
PluMs”
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

to-go activity 
kit: PorcuPine, 
your Poky Friend
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
12 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more information.

ell conversa-
tion circles
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
3 – 4:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more informa-
tion. live FroM cain’s Fea-

turing Paul thorn
Cain’s Ballroom 
7 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

oPen auditions For 
cast
Spotlight Theatre
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit spotlighttheatre.org for 
more information.

virtual Book 
discussion: “get 
over it!”
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Build a reader story-
tiMe: Preschool
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
10:30 – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsali-
brary.org 
for more 
information.
yoga For 
every Body
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 –7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

what to read next
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 

2 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 

more information.

Mistakes to Master-
Pieces: FaMily Paint-
along
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
5 – 6 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

sit & sketch: draw-
along
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
4 – 4:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

shawnee language 
class
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
7 – 8:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Jenks liBrary 
virtual Book 
cluB
Tulsa Library 
(Virtual) 
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Visit tulsali-

brary.org for 
more information.

kris kristoFFerson & 
the strangers
Mabee Center
7 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit mabeecenter.com for 
more information.

2020 route 66 vir-
tual 5k run / walk, 

Fun run
Guthrie Green
8 – 10:30 a.m.
Visit route66marathon.
com for more information.

virtual williaMs 
route 66 Marathon 
& halF Marathon
Online/Virtual
8 a.m.
Visit route66marathon.com
 for more information.

dante and the 
hawks
The Hunt Club
8 p.m.
Visit thehuntclub-
tulsa.com for more 
information.

Bc and the Big rig
The Hunt Club
8 p.m.
Visit hehuntclubtulsa.com for 
more information.

oPen Mic 
coMedy night

The Hunt Club
8 p.m.

Visit hehuntclubtulsa.
com for more infor-
mation.

trivia night
Mother Road Market 
6 p.m.
Visit motherroadmarket.com
 for more information.

Free yoga class
Oklahomans for Equality
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

equality Business 
alliance network 
Mixer
Oklahomans for Equality
6 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit okeq.org for more 
information.

sMart 
recovery
Oklahomans 
for Equality
3 – 4 p.m.
Visit okeq.
org for more 
information.

woMen selF-deFense 
class

Oklahomans for Equality
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit okeq.org for more 
information.

First 
thursday 
art show
Oklahomans 
for Equality
6 – 9 p.m.
Visit okeq.
org for more 
information.

First Friday art craw: 
in-Person & virtual 

Living Arts of Tulsa
6 – 9 p.m.

Visit livingarts.org for 
more information.

 laFortune Park 
craFts Bazaar
Online/Virtual
9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Visit facebook.com/lafor-
tunecommunitycenter for more 
information.

suBurBan 
survival with siMon 
han
Magic City Books
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com for 
more information.

Meet author Ben 
guterson
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 –7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

indie lens PoP-uP: 
Jonathan scott’s Power 
triP
Circle Cinema (Virtual) 
6 – 7:45 p.m.
Visit circlecinema.com for more 
information.chris Blevins

Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.

Visit mercurylounge.com for 
more information.

PilgriM
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercurylounge.com for 
more information.

Paul BenJaMan Band
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercurylounge.com for 
more information.

dustin and Jesse high-
er education
Blackbird on Pearl 
9 p.m.
Visit blackbirdonpearl.com
 for more information.

kevin Price Band
Blackbird on Pearl 
9 p.m.
Visit blackbirdonpearl.com
 for more information.

honkytonk tuesdays 
with JacoB tovar
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercurylounge.com for 
more information.

the huMans By 
stePhen karaM
 VanTrease PACE (Virtual)
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for more 
information.

the watt Festival 2020
 VanTrease PACE (Virtual)
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for more 
information.

tony Bennett
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Tulsa 
6 p.m.
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

sunday FaMily 
nature walk
Tulsa’s Gath-
ering Place 
(Virtual) 
11 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Visit gath-
eringplace.
org for more 
information.

Move, groove, & 
gather! story tiMe & 
droP-in Play
Tulsa’s Gathering Place (Virtual) 
9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

clay walker
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tulsa 
8 p.m.
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
for more information.

hoMeschool day
Oklahoma Aquarium 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visit hardrockcasinotul-
sa.com for info.

First Friday 
art craw: 

in-Person & 
virtual 
Living Arts of 

Tulsa  
6 – 9 p.m.

Visit livingarts.org for more 
information.
tulsa youth oPera & 
tulsa caBaret Per-
ForMers
Williams Green 
7 p.m.
Visit tulsapac.com for more 
information.

clark youth theatre
Williams Green 
7 p.m.
Visit tulsapac.com for more 
information.

dean deMer-
ritt Jazz triBe
Williams Green 
7 p.m.
Visit tulsapac.com 

for more informa-
tion.

the PluMBers
The Shrine
9 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

Please wait
The Shrine

7:30 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for 
more information.

BranJae
Williams Green 
7 p.m.
Visit tulsapac.com for more 
information.

drive uP For a cause
BTC Broadband 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m. p.m.
Visit btcbroadband.com
 for more information.

thoMas Martinez w/ 
Mikayla lane
IDL Ballroom
8 p.m.
Visit idlballroom.com for more 
information.

7th annual rock-n-
Folk no chili cook 
oFF
Cain’s Ballroom 
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

New Name. Same Bank.

More Bank for Your Buck

16

30 December

chris coMBs trio
The Colony
9 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com for 
more information.

yonder Mountain 
string Band
The Shrine
9 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

http://centralbank.net
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Manufacturing Month Celebrated in October in B.A.
More than 300 manufacturers 

call Broken Arrow home, account-
ing for more than 7,000 employ-
ees in the community. This makes 
Broken Arrow the third largest 
manufacturing hub in the state and 
in recognition the City of Broken 
Arrow officially put out a procla-
mation naming October of 2020 
Manufacturing Month. This cel-
ebration highlights the economic 
impact manufacturing has on the 
local and state economy while also 
promoting the industry by hosting 
career awareness events with Bro-
ken Arrow Public Schools. The 
Broken Arrow Economic Devel-
opment Corporation closed out the 
month-long celebration by helping 
Tulsa Tech unveil its new man-
ufacturing facility at the Broken 
Arrow Campus. 

“We are extremely grateful on a 
daily basis that we get to represent, 
advocate for and assist with Bro-
ken Arrow manufacturers as they 
grow and provide quality jobs for 
so many of our regional citizens,” 
stated Jennifer Conway, the pres-
ident and CEO of the Broken Ar-
row Chamber and EDC. 

Tulsa Tech’s Broken Arrow Cam-
pus is the hub of manufacturing 
training programs. The campus is 
home to high school and adult pro-
grams offering industry certifica-
tions for CNC machining, drafting 
and mechatronics. The newly re-
modeled machining lab is part of a 
more than 125 thousand square foot 
renovation of the original Broken 
Arrow campus built in 1983. In to-
tal, the machining lab’s size is more 
than 18,000 square feet. 

“Broken Arrow employers need 
skilled employees who have work 
experience and who can demon-
strate their training. Programs at 
Tulsa Tech’s BA campus are an-
swering the need for our city and 
our region,” said Broken Arrow 
Mayor Craig Thurmond. 

“The newly-renovated class-
rooms and labs for these programs 
are critical to our mission of ed-
ucating people for success in the 
workplace,” Dr. Steve Tiger, Tul-
sa Tech Superintendent and CEO 
said. “Once completed, a world-
class advanced manufacturing fa-
cility will create a hub for training, 
ensuring quality employees for 
industry partners throughout the 
region.” 

Broken Arrow manufactures pay 
nearly $375 million (collectively) 

in wages/salaries and their average 
annual wage is $61,297 (not in-
cluding benefits). The aviation and 
energy industries are the city of 
Broken Arrow’s two largest man-
ufacturing sectors. 

Aerospace manufacturing com-
panies in Broken Arrow include 
FlightSafety International that em-
ploys more than 600 people who 
engineer and manufacture high-
tech flight simulators. L3Harris 
– AMI Instruments, Cymstar, and 
CSI Aerospace all call Broken Ar-
row home. 

Within the energy sector, Zeeco 
has found success and a home in 
Broken Arrow. Zeeco, an employ-
er of over 700, is a world leader in 
the design and manufacture of in-
dustrial combustion and pollution 
control technologies for the pe-

troleum and chemical industries. 
Exterran, also based in Broken 
Arrow, specializes in oil and nat-
ural gas production, processing, 
transportation, and other related 
applications among many others. 

The products made in Broken 
Arrow range from OSECO’s 
pressure relief disc and explosion 
vents that are custom engineered 
to protect lives around the globe to 
precision micro-optics and medi-
cal devices designed and produced 
at Access Optics. 

Tulsa Tech’s facility unveiling 
will be a private event in order to 
ensure visitors are safely able to 
follow all social distancing mea-
sures while they get a firsthand 
look into how Tulsa Tech contin-
ues to develop quality employees 
for the manufacturing industry. 

BAHS Tradition Continues for Great Graduates
By BOB LEWIS 
Contributing Editor 

Broken Arrow High School has 
bestowed on five former Tigers 
the honor of being a called a Great 
Graduate.  

A long-standing tradition of the 
school’s alumni association, this 
program is intended to showcase 
former BA students who have dis-
tinguished themselves since mov-
ing on from high school.  

Dr. William L. Baker 
Class of 1952 

 During a long and distinguished 
career, the late William Leroy Bak-
er gained considerable recognition 
as an outstanding “people doctor.” 
But that wasn’t his goal following 
graduation from Broken Arrow 
High School in 1952. 

This Great Graduate entered 
Oklahoma State University with ev-
ery intention of becoming a veteri-
narian. The lure of serving people, 
however, won his heart and led him 
to the University of Oklahoma Col-
lege of Medicine. After graduating, 
he specialized in helping veterans 
deal with an assortment of mental 
health issues. The importance of his 
work gained widespread news me-
dia recognition following the Okla-
homa City bombing. 

After retiring, Dr. Baker devoted 
a great deal of time working with 
young people, teaching art and 
sharing with them his nationally 
acclaimed passion for designing 
and building model airplanes. An 
active birdwatcher, he was espe-
cially proud of the rare falconer’s 
certificate he received. During this 
same time, he also learned how to 
whittle and look pride in the skill 
level he achieved. 

Rev. A. Leroy Gerner 
Class of 1975 

Rev. Leroy Gerner, this year’s 
Great Graduate from the Class 
of 1975, has devoted himself to 

spreading the word of God any-
where and everywhere his calling 
takes him.  

Today, that is Omaha, Nebraska, 
where he is Care Pastor and Director 
of Care Ministries at King of Kings 
Church, Director of Core-Omaha, a 
counseling and spiritual formation 
agency, and Chaplain of the Omaha 
Fire Department. 

In his career, this former Tiger 
has served churches in Oklahoma, 
Mississippi, Tennessee and Nebras-
ka and has undertaken a number of 
mission trips to locations as varied 
as Germany, South Africa, Sudan 
and Ethiopia. 

At the start his career, he played 
a key role in organizing Broken 
Arrow’s Camp Bandage, a safety 
awareness program that has gained 
national acclaim. Also on his re-
sume is Camp Lutherhoma, which 
he served first as a Youth Counselor 
and later as Director. 

John L. Ross, Jr. 
Class of 1980  

The story of this year’s Great 
Graduate from the Class of 1980 
is filled with accomplishments at 
home and around the world. 

Now a Ph.D., John Ross is a for-
mer Captain and Gulf War veteran 
with the United States Air Force 

and a seasoned practitioner of 
maintenance and reliability with 
more than three decades of field 
and plant experience.   

A published author and interna-
tionally recognized public speaker, 
he currently serves as president of 
Maintenance Innovators, Inc., an 
international reliability consulting 
company, and is sole proprietor of 
State Line Group headquartered in 
Kansas City. In addition, he is a se-
nior Consultant with the renowned 
Marshall Institute, an asset man-
agement consulting and training 
company dedicated to helping or-
ganizations on a global basis.  

James Meadours 
Class of 1986 

Friends and classmates say James 
Meadours is an inspiration. It is a 
distinction richly deserved. 

This year’s Great Graduate from 
the Class of 1986 has devoted his 
adult life to advocating for the 
rights of individuals, like himself, 
who live with intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities. 

One of his most powerful and in-
fluential campaigns came in 2018 
with the National Public Radio 
series “Abused and Betrayed.” In 
it, he shared his own experience to 
help shed light on the fact that both 

men and women with disabilities 
face physical and sexual abuse at 
higher rates than most people know. 

A tireless worker, Meadours has 
served as president of People First 
of Oklahoma and as a VISTA vol-
unteer. He was Chairman of the na-
tional organization Self Advocates 
Becoming Empowered and was re-
cently appointed president of Texas 
Advocates, a statewide self-advo-
cacy group. 

Darrin Davis 
Class of 1987 

At first, it seems like a joke when 
an honored musician says he hates 
tooting his own horn. But the real-
ity is this Great Graduate from the 
Class of 1987 would much rather 
have the spotlight shine on the dis-
trict’s award-winning 1,500 band 
students and 15 instructors. 

Since Darrin Davis began teach-
ing band at his alma mater in 1993, 
national acclaim for the school’s 
music department has never been 
greater. Among its accomplish-
ments are three Bands of America 
Grand National championships, 
15 regional championships and 21 
state titles, including the last 18 in 
a row. 

Davis has also led his students as 
they performed during the inaugu-

ration of President George W. Bush 
in 2005, marched in the Parade of 
Roses in 2009, 2013 and 2017 and 
staged a rare single-school concert 
in New York’s fabled Carnegie Hall 
in 2015. 

In recognition of his accomplish-
ments he has been inducted into the 
Bands of America Hall of Fame 
and is one of only about 300 people 
to become a member of the Ameri-
can Bandmasters Association. Here 
at home, he has been named Bro-
ken Arrow Citizen of the Year and 
the Tulsa Signature Symphony’s 
Signature Champion of Education. 

DARRIN DAVIS REV. A. LEROY GERNER DR. WILLIAM L. BAKER JOHN L. ROSS, JR.

JAMES MEADOURS

http://www.radioidl.com



