Florida Captain Monica
Flesher flaunts this daytime
broadbill after patiently
working the bottom for
hours and it paid off with
this 330-pound, behemoth
Atlantic swordfish!
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BY CRAIG

Almost 16 years ago my son Andy Kraus, his University of already in the water. They both swam toward shore - it behind their make-shift bar in their apartment for all
Florida roommate Kyle Passkiewicz and | were cruising let’s say it was about 100 yards - as | laughed thinking their friends to see. Talk about a conversation piece!
a couple hundred yards offshore from Sebastian Inlet to they will just turn around and surrender the task.

Port Canaveral. Well, little did | know that Andy would grow up to be a

As the Indialantic lifeguard was screaming and blowing successful advertising executive and television person-
At the time, | owned a 29’ Wellcraft Coastal that | ven- her whistle for me to move away from the ‘Swimmers ality and start this Big Bragger publication. And now, in a
tured to Walkers Cay and everywhere in between. This Zone’ | began to make a big circle. By the time | looked way, he’s still “Delivering” but this time to avid fisher-
day just happened to be a beer and Doritos run with the out the boys were sprinting up the beach high-fivingand  men up and down the Space Coast.
college boys up the coast. making their way to pizza heaven.

As for me, just yesterday he handed me a twenty

Right about the time my stomach was growling for Sure enough,10 minutes later here they come walking dollar bill at the office and sent me to fetch his lunch as
something with a little more substance, | noticed we down the beach entering the surf. he was busy preparing Big Bragger’s first edition.
were approaching the Indialantic boardwalk area. Fortunately, | drove and didn’t have to swim.

| thought to myself, this will be interesting.
I could see tons of people on the beach and remembered Paybacks are hell.
that there was a great pizza place nestled in the plaza at  As they began to get waist and then shoulder-deep, Kyle
the north end of the boardwalk. at 6’4" took control of the pizza box for the next 10 yards.

Then they took turns holding the box out of the water
| don’t know why, but in an instant | grabbed the throttles over their heads as they swam all the way to the boat!
and quickly slammed into neutral bringing the boat to a
pretty quick stop considering we were cruising about 30  And I have a tell you, as God as my witness, there was

MPH. not a drop of water on those slices. | was more proud
of those guys completing the dare than if they’d gotten
Well, one of the guys yelled, “What The X?!X#!” as | straight A’s their senior year.

started to reach in my pocket for some cash.
As we opened the box and devoured our slices | said,
“Okay gentlemen, let’s test your manhood and dedication “Great job boys! You made it happen but where’s my

to solving my hunger problem,” | explained. “Swim to change?” | think Andy handed me a couple of soggy one
shore and get 3 pepperoni slices.” dollar bills and we all laughed almost all the way to Port
Canaveral. < L
Well, I thought they would throw a fit and tell me where ‘-’é i ! =
to stick it. However, these are seniors at UF who’ve been  The next week, | blew up the above photo of the dynamic — —
dared to do much greater feats during a beer-pong game. duo holding the pie and the headline: ‘We Deliver!’ Over time we gave up pizza and became pretty good
Andy snatched the cash out of my hand and Kyle was I brought it to Gainesville where they proudly displayed ~ Offshore fishermen!

“Because Everybody’s Got A Fishing Story To Telll” For Advertising Information
Call (321) 750-1059

i

Oy

Published By
Big Bragger is a monthly publication serving the Space Coast in Brevard County, Florida. Residents are “ Andrew Kraus, LLC

encouraged to email their great fishing pictures to andykraus@live.com to be considered for publication. gey,.ube All Rights Reserved
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MRC

Marine Resources Council

- 321.725. 7775
Palm Bay, FL

Indian River Lagoon Update

Provide habitat for
endangered species such as:

~-WOOD STORKS ___

Provide habitat for up to

80%

of commercially &

~ROSEATE SPOONBILLS >S;\

PREVENT
EROSION &
STABILIZE

SHORELINES.

IMPROVE
WATER

QUALITY - |~— oo
& CLARITY. — L |o®o

IF YOULIVEONTHE LAGOON AND DO NOT

HAVE MANGROVESIN YOURBACK YARD,
YOU SHOULD!

Florida has lost more than 8 o OI

of it's most native tree o
-MANGROVES, due to shoreline development
and human activity. These aquatic trees are a vital
component in the fight to restore the health of the
Indian River Lagoon. Mangroves are hardy and can
thrive in polluted, low oxygen, & salinity fluctuating

waters. The trees absorb vast amounts of harmful
pollutants, nitrogen and phosphorus, while providing

essential habitat for our fisheries and bird populations.

*The Marine Resources Council needs your help to
grow and plant mangroves today. Please become a
member, subscribe, & donate at SaveThelRL.org.
The MRC only succeeds through your love of the
lagoon.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
umber of the department is 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) — calling from within the state of Florida, or

RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.” The toll-free ni
[s. 496.412(1)(c), F.S]

Remove 6-8 times
more CO, from the
atmosphere per acre
than a rainforest.

b

Generate

$1 BILLION

a year for Florida's economy.

(850) 410-3800 - calling from outside of Florida. The department's website is www.800helpfla.com. ‘



Mike Benton of Palim Shores hauled in this

nice blackfin tuna at dawn in October

trolling a weedline in 125 feet out of

Sebastian Inlet. It blasted the shotgun rod

_ before the crew could even get the rest of
& thelinesinthe water.

L S

Community

credit union e

SAVE MONEY
FLORIDA BY REFINANCING YOUR BOAT OR RV WITH SCCU.




Ryan Pell, Bob
DiMeo and
Captain Eric
Metcalf, owner
of Attitude
Adjustment
Fishing
Charters. .
These snook 4
- werecaught

Send us YOUR photos! BigBragger.com

The Longdogger
Boys Strike Again!
. L/R Corey Davis, Bob DiMeo
1 and Al Steiginga display
\ this beautiful Red!

fulay |
h B
i

NEW VERSION, WATCH THE VIDEO! GHEGK OIIT SKINIT 4.0!
Weedless Design! Keep the lines in the water to get MORE fish in the boat!

SkinitLLC.com 0 @SkinltFishing11 @Skinlt11
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Andy Kraus of Viera gaffs a

nice 201b bull in mid October.

His crew on the Bull Lurem

25’ SeaHunt landed this dolphin

on the edge of the stream out of

Sebastian Inlet. As you know,

sometimes they bleed,

and sometimes they

~don’t.It’'sallin the
-_artofthegaff.

o . S
e ———-

~ Whatagreat day!
*_Eleven nice-size
do) phunix the
Box and this is
theresult.® ;

371-1713-3604
Marina/Services:

321-713-3620
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= BOATERS

'am. EXCHANGE"

N BoatersExchange.com
WE LOVE TO SEE YOU BOAT! ®

Boaters Exchange remains one of the most trusted dealers in Central Florida. We offer unbeatable customer service
and boat selection. Our #1 priority is customer service and satisfaction throughout the boat buying process.
Two locations to serve you - Rockledge and New Smyrna Beach.

CENTER CONSOLE DECK BOATS PONTOON BOATS FISHING BOATS JET BOATS

Everglades ... —. . @YAMAHR e e PATHEIES ~/fEVES. 7ilmm NauticStar- S YAMAHA

7Revs YourHeart: BOATS OUTBOARD

2145 US Hwy 1 o 321-638-0090
Rockledge :=

= FE NSRS A SRS E VAN

BORN FROM THE SEA

«
M
Yoy

REDTAIL Q) REPUBLIC \

RedtailRepublic.com
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Big Boys! Big Grouper!
Brent Oakley of
Valkaria, Travis Clark
of Palm Bay and Eric
Kleinschnitz of
Melbourne slayed
these gigantic grouper
on one of their secret
numbers off Sebastian.

outfitter for 1) 00 Ny , ,
inshore, D W G- '
ofishore and | BlEep/S¥ iy =Py : GQQDI: S
“v ﬁSlIillg. A i ,.? {:’ J ; { outdooz 3fop

7 AP v - BB 2 v ; — —_—

1231 East New Haven Ave | - i e e n

7 a8 ' 3 ' : El = g

Meibourne 1+~ T b e
321-723-4751 W s i g —
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Brian Hanson & Robert Fenwick
of Castaway Marine are here
with alarge Wahoo caught out
of Sebastian Inlet. Fenwick is
notorious for his BIG tuna hauls
at the old 120-buoy out of
Canaveral. His Contender(s) :
always makes it an
easy ride.

5435 US Hwy 1 Melbourne « CASTAWAYMARINE.COM

AL 1. e > =
"PERFORMANCE THROUGH INNWKTI*I"
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‘dayswherethere
hasn’tbeen a knock-
down allday. And
then out of nowhere,
something special

happens! This little @

fella hung around™
-

for hours until
i TN
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=
=
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’ | Saltwater & Freshwater : Phoue
PN oo o 0 o $00-515-2769 |5
, i ff ( orida
I G 525 Glen Cheek Drive 321-784-6677
BrownsTaxidermy.com




BigBragger.com Send us YOUR photos! 13

Friends Ryan Tolman and Brevard County SWAT
Team member Zach Brown (right) landed this
MONSTER hammerhead shark while night fishing
in Satellite Beach. They paddled a stingray outona
kayak to lure this beast from the darkness. When it
comes to hammer time, you can’t touch this!

| i'“

% 7

BraggerFirstiResponderofithe]Month/Award
Thankiyouiionyvourservice™ANDinicture!

7 Paddleboard
House

PADDLEBOARD SALES & RENTALS!
110 S. Miramar Ave. e Indialantic

321-676-9773
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from the CIrévse

-§ Qﬁl\lal’apso“ ..l .

- Hatts has been family-owned
' ~ and operated in Brevard county
>~ "\ for over 66 years. Whether you
5. are new to the underwater world
-5' or you have been a veteran for
years we are your one-stop shop

i ithas 1 o with diving. Hatr IS the Diace Since 1954 LS

2006 Front St. « Melbourne 3 2 1 7 2 3 5 9 3 2 the largest selection on the Space
Vi — - e f divi fishi

HattsDiving.com R
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" LIND ENTERPRISES, LLC
BOATIMOTORIREBAIRS

ALL MAKES AND MODELS

~ (32111208;6248
S BRIAN LIND EXPERT)
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of Lou151anna aboar
VooDoo hshmg chart

at 140. 4 pounds' Alw;_“
bring your bean bag. :

3 NEED PRESSURE wnsnman
i TaEPressure Washing,LIC

321-544-8188 Tanya
321-298-3324 Erikson

Licensed and Insured Commercial and Residential
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Space Coast’s Bruce Bonafiglia
gives the thumbs up to his new
buddy. Bruce and Dave Cohen
of Satellite Beach were on their
way back in fromreleasing a
150-1b striped marlin in Cabo
San Lucas, Mexico. The seal
wanted a snack out of the

open bait well.

G0 r’“fg
\_/f/ o4 ,f:ff (A 3 Y

Furnhure & Decor

wiwwi.Coastallnteriorn net .
991 E. Eau Gallie Blvd Suite E » IHB Tlle Gunter iamllv invitesyouto Sllﬂll. ﬂISCIWer aml exnlnre Illl} IIII)( Ili coaslal Ileacll
(321) 428-3800 » rustic, and cottage style furniture, home accents and “One-of-a-Kind” finds.
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Indian Harbour Beach’s

- CraigKrausrecently

. . traveled to Kona,
Hawaii and landed X
this 4501b blue marlin

aboard the Bite Me Six
with Captain Deneen
Wargo and her mate,
Nate! -

et
Kraus m®unted this 12-foot . IR
F a1
marlin in a newly constructed “aaf .!;*;"'i
family room just so he could k. 5
' . bragaboutit! ' ;

i
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Former Satellite
Beachresident Rob
Pittman ventured

to the 7-milebridge .
in the Florida Keys.
This 100+ pound
tarpon crushed alive
horse mullet and the
fight was on!

YOUR BOAT WRAP &
BOAT LETTERING PROS!

448 N. Harbor City Blvd e Melbourne
321-728-4181 » WayFastSigns.com
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. . Holy Schnitz
b, _headed out of
‘Canaveral

SEAWALL
25 AND DOCK

NAGEEAL ET 7> . CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION ‘ﬁgr e & L.~ 5585 Schenck Ave.

Nautical Construction is a fully licensed and insured Florida general contractor that : = Ly ; Rockledge

installs seawalls and docks. We have over 50 years combined experience in the | | o7
= | “-4 921-802-8300

construction industry and wanted to bring a better experience to the marine construction

custometr. R '«* ‘ " b p ( LIC# 0601526997
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Kevm Small of Palm Bay snags hisown
"~ Pait and 15 minutes later lands this18Ib
_ bull dolphin with friends And{and
“Bob in August out of Cape Canaveralin
about 145 feet. e

T

~ | 990 East Melbourne Ave
_- Melbourne

ITNPN (321 676-8030
\ |- RiggsOutpost.com

Rigg's Outpost of downtown Melbourne is a fast growing local bait & tackle shop. We offer bait, tackle, rentals,
tours, and snacks! We're a one-stop shop for all your needs. So swing by today with family and friends and get
everything you need for a great day!
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Luis Lindstedtand Chad
Richard from Melbourne
caught this 10-plus pound
bass earlier this month. ™
When asked wherethey
caughtit-“Somewhere
between Jacksonville

and Key West.”

=

CHAD A. RICHARD MBA Professional COGﬁl‘lg COI’"ISUH'CIITl'S, REG

"We've Got You Covered"

Consultant/ President

ProfessionalCoatingConsultants@gmail.com NACE Level 3 Certified Coating Inspector, Cert No. 63837
(321) 508-5878 CONSULTING/ SALES/ INSPECTION/ TESTING/ EXPERT WITNESS
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BlGIBragger

Not the biggest wahoo by any
means but it sure brought a smile to
Glen Tischner of Satellitte Beach.
This little beauty was caught out of
Sebastian Inletin mid-October.

If you look atthis pictureand the
twoinset photos, you'll understand
why we have awarded him the BIG
B}agggr of the Month Award.’

Contact James Roemer for all of your
residential and commercial needs!

321-292-1112 @B

RoemerRealEstate@gmail.com
WATERMAN

= llDone Deal!” REAL ESTATE

LIC # 3342108 James Roemer
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Max Ferrara of Satellite
Beach is so proud of his
sheephead caught with
asandflea on thebeach
with his dad Mike. Both
are avid inshore anglers.

Mike Ferrara

BEST PRICES Carlsen’s Traphy / Shop Trophies and awards for sports leagues,
ONFISHING - _7 .~ schools, corporate & civic organizations

TOURNAMENT itz iwTh " PPNy YourAcrylic Specialist!

e , = | * RIBBONS
Tﬂ”P”’ES.' Phy v Sl Eﬂ "'E « ACRYLIC AWARDS
575 Jackson Ave « Satellite Beach - x -ﬁ, e LASER ENGRAVING
e d

CarisenTrophy.com ’ = [=1: o TROPHIES & PLAQUES
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ThelSky;

grand slam in the Kissimmee
Chain of Lakes with some HUGE
bass!

A\RLSE

KC CARLSEN
(321) 777-2381 FULL COLOR

E_#l-:!..@ DIGITAL GARMENT

E[}g:._# " PRINTING
eI

No Minimums

25

BEST PRIGES
ON FISHING
TOURNAMENT
T-SHIRTS!

575 C Jackson Ave e« Satellite Beach
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Kleinschnitz
landed this
beautiful snook
while fishing
Sebatian Inlet.
The fastest way

? to a great brothe
sister relations

is astraight
line!

8900 Astronaut Blvd e Cape Canaveral

WillyFlatsBoats.com




BigBragger.com Send us YOUR photos! 27

e‘«»*

»
?ﬂ "{‘Qu B

First, purchase at lease a $100,000 boat
Gently stir in $500 worth of fuel | 2,
Pour in portions of bait, ice, and food on to your boat = & N
Whisk offshore 20-50 miles in the Atlantic

Mince through weeds and troll until a mahi of your choice is landed

Mix Jack Daniels with coke, drink and fillet fish

Cook the fish

Add more Jack & Coke to taste
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-
Matt King, a guest on the 25’ Bull Lurem
experienced all he could handle with
this HUGE sailfish. This monster actually
crash-landed in the back transom of the
boat and snapped one of the fuel hoses.
I think we can all agree this is abigsail
fo!' the Atlantic. Quite a surprise out of
Sebastian.

-

Weddings
Holiday Parties
All Events!

Hhwcate © Wdect [Emnﬁ&nl
(321) 610-3245
HarbourHouseEvents.com
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Port Ganaveral
Melbourne
llrlan(ln
TiKi BAR @[fﬂﬂ

FISH IHVE +SBLUIRF

Port l:an-.a"rm. FL 321453'1[32

Boat Storage Tackle & Gift Shop Bait Station Fish Hang
505 Glen Cheek Drive
cane canaveral A AN Happens
Riasss At SUNRISE!
sunriseMarina.com [
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. -\Who Caught

-

Fortunately for
JoeReese, this
monster lobster

DRrREAM

DOCKS

A Division of Reese Enterprises Inc.

All Phases of Marine Construction

321-253-DOCK (3625)

LIC# 009550649
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[.ocated on the Eau Gallie River, come

by boat or by car to enjoy the fresh
Florida-Caribbean menu here at
Frigate’s Waterfront Bar & Grill in
Melbourne.

% T .,

s

1120 N. Harhor ci!v Bivd - Melhourne
(321) 306-3800 - FrigatesMelhourne.com
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When it comestofinding
dolphin or any,fish§
Captain BryanMincey, = S&g
is an excellent choice!

See his Southern{Thunder;
Charters information

below. .

kY

2 q_ II.V—"“":—'U.F__ o

(321) 220-0085 *
SouthernThunderCharters@gmail.com
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D A N E W RO O F ?

Highest Rated Roofer < Financing Options < Competitive Pricing « Most Reviewed

(1) e 9 =)

Total Home Difference  You Have Full Control  Reputation Is Everything Save Time

v/ Serving all of Florida v/ Financing Availgble with v’ #1 Most Reviewed Roofing v’ 24hr Guaranteed leak response

v' Dedicated Customer Service Approved Credits Company included with all new roofs

v Dedicated Project Managers v/ All major credit cards accepted / No v #1 Highest Rated Roofing v Most roofs completed in
additional charge Company 2 days or less

v’ Dedicated warranty department .
v/ No down payments required v’ A+ Rating with BBB v/ Written estimates are provided

SAME DAY of appointment

Asphalt Shingle Roofs Metal Roofs Tile Roofs

Nations Premier Re-Roof Specialist

2019 . . . :
| Free Written Estimates Provided Same Day As Appointment @
Fully Licensed & Insured Lic: CCC1330489

321-341-6866

9989 Schenck Ave. #9

ALL* FLORIDAY, ;7177777
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AtlanticOutdoorDesigns.com F 3y {

OUTDOOR DESIGNS
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VICTORY GASINO CRUISES

Feel the Excitement. Experience the Victory.®

21 Live Table Games - 0ver 600 Slots

Craps * Blackjack - Roulette - EZ Bac
3 Card Poker  Ultimate Texas Hold’Em
Let It Ride * Sportsbook * Bingo * Dining

Salls Twice ADayzWednesdaysThru Sundays!

N P AT __u-nv

wnjan ll-c!ggg_IlIlIlllIllllllIIIIIIIIII\I—"

B -ar_-'-ir____‘

VlctoryCasmo(:rulses come 855 GO-VICTORY
180 Christopher Columbus Drive, Port Canaveral - Terminal B-2



Try Our New Cobia
Seasonal Catch Dish!

6 Locations Across Brevard: Indialantic, Post Road, Satellite Beach, Palm Bay, Viera and Cocoa Beach!
LongDoggers.com - Online Ordering for Drive Thru or Curbside Pickup To Go




