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By Jane McClure

A six-story, 115-unit apartment building is be-
ing proposed for the southwest corner of 
Snelling and Randolph avenues. Developer 

Oppidan hopes to start construction next fall after 
obtaining a conditional use permit and other city 
approvals. 

The Community Development Committee of 
the Highland District Council (HDC) reviewed the 
project on November 17. The HDC expects to set up 
a future meeting for neighbors on the development 
plans. The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council will also be invited to weigh in on the proj-
ect, since the site borders the two neighborhoods.

The property at 485 S. Snelling Ave. is currently 
home to Highland Service/Minnoco, a gas station, 
convenience store and car wash. Paul Tucci, execu-
tive vice president for development at Oppidan, 
said the property is currently under contract with 
Oppidan.  

The 24,395-square-foot property was rezoned 
from commercial to Traditional Neighborhoods 
3 (TN3) in 2017 as part of a South Snelling Avenue 
zoning study. The proposed building would be 66.5 
feet tall. TN3 zoning allows heights of up to 55 feet, 
so a conditional use permit would be required from 

6-story apartment 
building eyed for 
Snelling-Randolph
Oppidan looks to build on 
site of existing gas station

COVID sets smaller table for Thanksgiving this year

By Carolyn Walkup

New state restrictions on bars and restau-
rants aimed at curbing the spread of CO-
VID-19 have forced Keg and Case Market 

to close for four weeks just as the spacious food 
hall was welcoming new tenants to replace those 
that have left.

Two years after it first opened in the former 

Schmidt Brewery warehouse at 928 W. Seventh 
St., Keg and Case has been undergoing a trans-
formation. Management is “reimagining” how 
to make the food hall and artisan marketplace 
successful, according to Gates Lindquist, Keg and 
Case’s executive director.

Governor Tim Walz’s latest emergency order 
forced all bars and restaurants in the state to 
discontinue sit-down service for the four weeks 
beginning November 21, though they have the 
option of continuing with takeout and delivery 
services. Because Keg and Case is classified by the 
city of Saint Paul as a food court, the entire space 

Keg and Case Market shuttered by state
Fernando Cavazos with fiancée Katie Hoffman and daughter Cienna, 7, ordered cups of ice cream from Sweet 
Science clerk Haley Wireman-Sobba at Keg and Case Market last week.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

Food hall closed till Dec. 18, 
though two tenants are still 
offering takeout, delivery

By Anne Murphy

For many households, Thanksgiving Day 2020 
will not be the traditional gathering of ex-
tended family and friends. In this year of CO-

VID-19, families are instead filling their cornucopia 
with gratitude for the people and traditions that 
made previous Thanksgivings memorable. 

Emmy Treichel of Lexington-Hamline is looking 
forward to Thanksgiving. “I already have my table-

cloth on,” she said. At 92, Treichel said her children 
will not be coming over for dinner this year as they 
are maintaining social distance, but they will be 
sharing their favorite Thanksgiving fare nonethe-
less. “I have a new cranberry salad recipe,” Treichel 
said. “My son will arrange for a driver who will pick 
up and deliver (the dishes), so we’ll all have the 
same complete meal and we’ll Zoom our Thanks-
giving dinner.”

Being alone on Thanksgiving is not something 
Treichel has accepted since she and her late hus-
band moved into their house over 60 years ago and 
spent their first holiday away from family. She has 
not been alone thanks in part to a flier she saw long 
ago at Saint Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Frog-
town. The flier asked people to host international 

students on holidays. 
“Our Thanksgivings were always 14 to 20 peo-

ple,” she said, and those gatherings always includ-
ed “two to four international students.” 

For Ryan and Laura Rapacz of Highland Park and 
their children Alice, 11, and Edith, 8, Thanksgiving 
will not include the usual gathering of her friends 
from high school. Last year, with spouses and chil-
dren, the gathering was so large that the group met 
at Bap and Chicken on Grand Avenue at the invita-
tion of owner and friend John Gleason. This year, 
each family may have to arrange curbside pickup to 
keep the tradition going.

“I imagine we’ll be blending some of our old 

Families forgo tradition, just 
grateful for what they have 
in the midst of a pandemic
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Thanks to neighbors like you, we’ve collected more than 1,000 coats!
The Odd Couple Team is supporting Joseph’s Coat, a local organization that provides goods to  

those in need. Please drop-off new or gently used coats and help us exceed our goal!

Accepting donations through Dec. 5
Weekdays 9am-4pm  |  Grand 1460 Grand Avenue  |  Highland Park  897 St. Paul Avenue

TheOddCoupleTeam.com  |  651.492.6423

COAT DRIVE

Thanksgiving traditions on a smaller scale 
and forging some new ones,” Ryan said. In 
the past, the family of four participated in the 
Highland Turkey Trot. This year they may just 
take a run along river road. “Then we’ll make 
dinner together as a family,” Ryan said.

Laura and the girls are planning to do some 
baking with pumpkin puree given to the girls 
for Halloween by her mother. Both girls love 
to bake, she said. They will also be playing 
games, enjoying a fire and connecting with 
other family members by Zoom.

“We talk about traditions,” Ryan said. “Who 
likes to do the turkey, our uncle’s marshmal-
low-soaked sweet potatoes. But all of those 
may not matter as much. It will be nice for the 
four of us just to be together, having a couple 
of familiar foods. We’re going to be looking for 
whatever glimmer of normalcy we can find.”

“Our Thanksgiving celebration has long 
been a blend of family traditions,” said Duch-
esne Drew of Highland Park, the president of 
Minnesota Public Radio. That family includes 
wife and MPR news host Angela Davis, their 
two teenage children and Drew’s mother. “I 
typically make the turkey,” Drew said. “Angela 
and my mother usually make a ham as well as 
side dishes—lots and lots of side dishes: An-
gela’s grandfather’s sweet potato casserole, 
green beans, collard greens, my mom’s mac-
aroni and cheese, stuffing, cranberry sauce, 
gravy, dinner rolls and more.

“Angela and I are transplants, and we spent 
years working in newsrooms with lots of 
other transplants, so we’ve often hosted folks 
who didn’t have family in town,” Drew said. 
“That won’t be happening this year because 
of COVID, but making room for others at the 
table is a tradition I’m eager to reinstate when 
it’s safe to do so. I vividly remember the in-
vitations I got from new friends when I first 

moved here. Those invitations, those meals, 
were part of what helped me come to see Min-
nesota as home.”

Ann Farley Anderson of Macalester-Grove-
land grew up in Saint Paul. Her husband Bob 
Anderson is from Madison, Minnesota. When 
Ann and her five siblings were young, they did 
not have any aunts, uncles, cousins or grand-
parents in the area. “We always celebrated 
Thanksgiving with our immediate family and 
sometimes the friends of my parents,” Ann 
said. “My parents’ friends became our clos-
est thing to family throughout the years, and 
probably our biggest tradition for Thanksgiv-
ing was having dinner with them.” 

Now with her five siblings scattered, Ann 
and Bob will be grateful for whatever family 
connections they can make that day. “There 

are so many families dealing with sickness 
and death out there,” Ann said. “Whoever we 
get to share the day with, we’re blessed if fam-
ily and friends are well during these strange 
times.” 

Mary and Shane Perry of Lexington-Ham-
line will also have a new look to their Thanks-
giving this year. Shane’s mother lives with 
the couple. They also have children and close 
friends who live nearby. This year, however, 
“the gathering will be smaller,” Mary Perry 
said, in keeping with Governor Tim Walz’s 
recommendations. “We’ll have a memorable 
Thanksgiving, but it’ll be different. 

“I started making Thanksgiving dinner at 
15 years old for my mom and two brothers,” 
Perry said. “Later, we included others who 
had no family to spend the holiday with. Our 

Thanksgiving table is set with china and silver 
from Shane’s family and a few heirloom piec-
es from mine. Shane says a special prayer of 
thanks for the abundant blessings in our lives. 
As far as traditions, my sister pointed out that 
lumpy gravy seems to be a constant.” 

Gingi and Bill Hickey of Highland Park are 
planning a smaller but no less meaningful 
Thanksgiving as well. They had planned to 
have an outdoor celebration on the patio and 
in the garage with portable heaters and their 
children, spouses and grandchildren distanc-
ing and wearing masks. But with the new CO-
VID safety recommendations, Gingi said, “I’ll 
be cooking Thanksgiving dinner and deliver-
ing the meals on doorsteps. The silver lining, I 
suppose, is there’s less pressure for my food to 
turn out perfect.” Gingi said.

“Thirty years ago, my oldest daughter came 
home from kindergarten and told me that 
Thanksgiving is a time of mourning for Native 
Americans,” Bill said. “Since then, on Thanks-
giving, we’ve focused on a spiritual heritage 
that celebrates gratitude for life, love, liberty, 
friends and family. When my son-in-law 
joined our family, he shared a short, beautiful 
prayer he got from his grandma, and we now 
use it to toast all of our gatherings: ‘We are 
thankful for the food before us, the family and 
friends beside us and the love between us.’”

the city’s Planning Commission. 
It is unknown yet if the project would require variances, 

which would be determined after a review by city staff.
HDC committee member Marge Isom asked if the building 

could be reduced to five stories, but Tucci said the design was 
chosen to make the project viable financially.

The building would be C-shaped around a courtyard. Plans 
call for two levels of underground parking, each with almost 
50 spaces, and about two dozen first-floor parking spots. The 
rest of the first floor would include a leasing office and tenant 
amenities, including a club room and fitness room.

The market-rate apartments would be a mix of studio, al-
cove, and one- and two-bedroom units. Some committee 
members asked if a few affordable units would be included. 

Tucci said, if they were, they would have to be at 60-80 per-
cent of the Twin Cities area’s median income (AMI). This 
year’s AMI in the Twin Cities ranges from $72,350 for one per-
son to $103,400 for a family of four.

Parking would equate to about one space per apartment, 
which prompted some committee members to ask if that was 
enough. Tucci said with smaller units and the building located 
on three bus routes, not every resident would need a vehicle.

Committee members also raised the issue of potential soil 
contamination from years of gas station use. Tucci said a full 
environmental investigation and cleanup would be under-
taken. One advantage he cited with two levels of underground 
parking is that any contaminated soil would be excavated.

Tucci suggested committee members look at a recent Op-
pidan project in Minneapolis’ Longfellow neighborhood for 
an idea of building scale for the proposed Randolph-Snelling 
project. Oppidan recently redeveloped a five-story mixed-use 
building in the 46th Street-Hiawatha Avenue area. That build-
ing, has a Cub Foods and other retail space on its first floor, and 
148 apartments on the upper floors.

1b snelling-randolph Plans call for two levels of underground 
parking, each with almost 50 spaces, 

and about two dozen first-floor parking 
spots. The rest of the first floor would 

include a leasing office and tenant 
amenities, including a club room and 

fitness room.

1b thanksgiving in the year of covid

Laura (far left) and Ryan (far right) Rapacz, with their children Edith, 8, and Alice, 11, celebrated Thanks-
giving last year with several longtime friends and their families at the Bap and Chicken restaurant on 
Grand Avenue. This Thanksgiving the same group will be meeting via Zoom.

“There are so many 
families dealing with 

sickness and death out 
there. Whoever we get to 
share the day with, we’re 

blessed if family and 
friends are well during 

these strange times.” 
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By Jane McClure

With five new board members, 
the Grand Avenue Business As-
sociation (GABA) held a virtual 

meeting on November 8 and is waiting for its 
new board to elect officers before holding an  

official annual meeting.
The new board members are Rianna Mat-

ter of Caribou Coffee, Deanna Seppanen of 
Macalester College’s High Winds Fund, Minh 
Dinh of Treats, Lanai Koep of Kinderberry Hill 
Child Development Center and Angela Brasel 
of Coldwell Banker Realty. 

Having at least five members meets the 
business association’s bylaws for a function-
ing board. The five new members are hop-
ing that the Summit Hill and Macalester-
Groveland community councils will fill their  

designated board seats soon.
GABA members are hoping to bounce 

back from a rough couple of years marked by 
strained finances, board turnover and the can-
celation of this year’s Grand Old Day due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The organization is now 
being operated by volunteers with no paid 
staff. GABA currently has about 85 members.

Jimmy Fritz of the Wedding Shoppe, who 
chaired the November 8 meeting, cautioned 
that due to the pandemic, GABA may not be 
able to sponsor its signature public events for 

some time. Without Grand Old Day to raise 
revenue, the association may have to further 
tighten its belt. Still, by cutting expenses, 
Fritz said, GABA should be able to continue  
operating.

GABA has moved out of its office and is 
now operating virtually with most of its of-
fice equipment in storage. Access to its bank 
account and electronic communications is be-
ing transferred to the new board. A 2021 bud-
get is being prepared, as is a new dues struc-
ture and operational plan for the year ahead.

GABA looks to reorganize with five new board members in place 
Signature events likely 
to be put off for a while

By Jane McClure

Hampered by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Saint Paul’s new Community First 
Public Safety program is being rolled 

out more slowly than city leaders would like. 
With gunshots, homicides and other criminal 
violence on the rise, the City Council is anx-
ious to see progress in what was touted as one 
of Mayor Melvin Carter’s signature initiatives.

City Council member Rebecca Noecker of 
Ward 2 noted the “staggering” level of gun 
violence in Saint Paul this year. She said she 
was disappointed that some aspects of Com-
munity First Public Safety have not moved 
forward as planned.

Ward 7 City Council member Jane Prince 
agreed. “We needed this last year. We need it 
now more than ever,” she said.

Daniel Yang, a senior policy adviser to Cart-
er, cautioned the City Council that there is no 
quick fix to the gun violence and other crimes 

confronting the city. 
Saint Paul logged 30 homicides in the first 

101/2 months of 2020—the same number as in 
all of 2019. The city had 34 homicides in 1992, 
the worst year for that statistic.

The city is now on pace for a record 77,820 
“911” calls in 2020, up from the previous re-
cord of 75,852 in 2019. Part I crimes, the most 
serious, are up almost 12 percent this year, ap-
proaching 11,000. Reports of shots fired have 
increased more than 117 percent. Aggravated 
assaults and reports of people struck and in-
jured by gunfire are also up.

Community First Public Safety is a nontra-
ditional approach to fighting crime and vio-
lence—one that is less reactive and intended 
to have a more lasting effect. City staff began 
meeting in March to implement the program. 
However, the pandemic and the civil unrest 
following George Floyd’s death hindered its 
progress.

The drop in city revenue caused by the pan-
demic and the COVID-related shutdowns 
have also cut into the program’s budget. Ac-
cording to city budget director Susan Earle, 
the city’s allocation to Community First was 
reduced from $1.7 million to $1.25 million in 

2020. Its budget for 2021 is a proposed $1.44 
million.

Among the Community First Public Safety 
initiatives taking financial hits this year are 
restorative justice and the Right Track youth 
employment program. Community First ini-
tiatives that are still underway include the 
downtown “fusion center” for a coordinated 
response to local crime, a youth-focused pro-
gram through the Parks and Recreation De-
partment and targeted efforts to improve pe-
destrian safety.

One initiative in which council members 
especially wanted to see progress is Healing 
Streets. That effort is intended to address vio-
lence as a health issue, bringing in commu-
nity partners to reduce the impact of violence 
through prevention, intervention and support 
for citizens in a crisis or experiencing grief.

Mark Campbell is leading the Healing 
Streets effort. According to him, it has been 
hampered by the high insurance costs for pro-
spective staff. The city has lowered those costs 
by hiring temporary staff instead, Campbell 
said.

Progress has been made in the Commu-
nity Ambassadors program, a collaboration 

with the Saint Paul Police Department that 
began in 2013 in response to an increase in 
youth crime. Community ambassadors focus 
on building relationships with at-risk youths 
by, among other things, helping them find 
jobs and needed services.  The program has 
expanded from 35 to 50 ambassadors. They 
are out on the streets reaching out to young 
people in the Midway, North End, Frogtown 
and SunRay neighborhoods, according to Joel 
Franklin, who leads the program.

City Council members Amy Brendmoen of 
Ward 5 and Mitra Jalali of Ward 4 praised the 
Community Ambassadors program, saying 
that it reaches youths in their wards in a way 
that young people can relate to.

“We’ve wanted to do even more direct sup-
port, but that’s hard to get going with COV-
ID,” Franklin said.

According to Yang and Deputy Police Chief 
Matt Toupal, there are five police grids in the 
city where crime has especially spiked. They 
are located in Frogtown, the East Side and 
downtown, they said, and it is in those grids 
that the city has stepped up efforts to quell 
crime through such methods as restorative 
justice and Healing Streets.

City rolls out Community First Public Safety amid rising crime rate
But COVID has slowed full 
implementation of program

Redesigned Ayd Mill Road reopens with shared bike-walking trail
By Jane McClure

Ayd Mill Road reopened on October 31 
with a celebratory ride by more than 
100 bicyclists on its new bike and 

pedestrian paths. The three-month recon-
struction project reduced the roadway from 
four motor vehicle lanes to three and added 
a paved 12-foot-wide recreational trail. The 
work addressed  long-standing drainage 
problems that had plagued the 1.5-mile road-
way with potholes for years. It also reduced 
the speed limit on the one northbound and 
two southbound lanes from 45 to 35 mph.

Saint Paul Mayor Melvin Carter hailed the 
redesigned roadway as a “street for people” 
and praised the addition of the recreational 
trail. “Reimagining this critical route as a 
complete street we can all use demonstrates 
our community’s commitment to our resi-
dents and our planet,” he said.

Carter thanked bicycle and recreational ad-
vocacy groups for their support of the $7.5 mil-
lion project and the City Council for approving 
it last April. The council had been considering 
a $3.5 million mill and overlay project, which 
would have addressed the pothole problem, 
retained Ayd Mill Road’s four traffic lanes, but 
provided no recreational trail. 

One disappointment with the new design is 
that space constraints reduced the shared trail 
from 24 to 12 feet wide. Another concern was 
the confusion the roadway’s new interchange 
at Jefferson Avenue has caused for some mo-
torists.

Westbound Jefferson Avenue motorists 
now access northbound Ayd Mill Road by 
turning left onto a ramp on the south side of 
Jefferson—the same ramp used by motor-
ists from eastbound Jefferson. Out of habit 
perhaps, some westbound motorists turning 

north onto Ayd Mill Road have entered the 
recreational trail, providing unwelcome ex-
citement for those on foot or bike.

Highland Park resident Bob Wiswell was 
one of the trail users who had to jump out of 
the way of an errant motor vehicle in early No-
vember. “I was caught off-guard,” he said. He  
was not injured.

The Saint Paul Department of Public Works 
installed new barriers and signage on the 
north side of Jefferson on November 13 to pre-
vent similar mishaps. “We also reached out to 
such GPS map providers as Google, Apple and 
Waze to have them update their maps with 
the correct vehicle access to Ayd Mill Road,” 
said Public Works spokesperson Lisa Hiebert. 
A more permanent solution is in the offing, 
according to her.

Wiswell saw the temporary barriers and 
signage while driving by on November 15. 

“They should help,” he said. “As a runner, I’m 
pretty excited about the new trail.”

Having a bike and pedestrian trail on Ayd 
Mill Road has been a goal of recreational ad-
vocates and city leaders for decades. The trail 
connects to the recreational trail along  I-35E 
south of Ayd Mill Road. The more elusive goal 
remains a connection to Minneapolis’ Mid-
town Greenway several miles to the north-
west. 

What has stymied that northwest connec-
tion is the adjacent Canadian Pacific Railway. 
CP Railway officials have repeatedly balked at 
the notion of bike and pedestrian trails any-
where near the railroad right-of-way. Moving 
the bike and pedestrian trail to the city right-
of-way eliminated the railway’s problem 
along Ayd Mill Road itself, but challenges re-
main in extending the trail through the Mid-
way industrial area

Russ Stark, the mayor’s chief resilience of-
ficer, attended the October 31 opening of Ayd 
Mill Road. “We know we’re going to connect 
this trail to the Midtown Greenway,” he an-
nounced to loud cheers. 

Also on   hand at the ride was Saint Paul 
Department of Public Works director Sean 
Kershaw. He said the final cost of the Ayd Mill 
project is expected to top $7.5 million because 
additional work was needed to address the 
drainage issues. 

Ayd Mill Road was constructed in a valley 
that carried the creek that powered John Ayd’s 
mill which gave the street its name. Natural 
springs remain, and seepage often sent water 
over the roadway. That “was something we 
needed to address,” Kershaw said.

The city completed a total of eight mill and 
overlay projects and two street reconstruc-
tion projects this year. Some of those projects 
came in under budget, Kershaw said, and he 
does not expect the city’s overall street work 
budget for 2020 to be exceeded. 

The redesign is the first major change to Ayd 
Mill Road in almost two decades. Constructed 
in 1960, the street was originally envisioned as 
a future link between I-94 and I-35E. A federal 
court case delayed the completion of I-35E 
through Saint Paul for close to two decades. 
After I-35E was completed, two community 
task forces studied a possible reconfiguration 
of Ayd Mill Road, but their recommendations 
were never implemented.

In 2002, then-Saint Paul Mayor Randy Kelly 
pushed through a connection between I-35E 
and Ayd Mill Road’s south end. The cost of re-
building the street with a north end connec-
tion to I-94 was estimated at the time at more 
than $40 million. However, staunch neigh-
borhood opposition blocked that connection 
from being made.

Traffic 
flowed 
north 
last week 
on Ayd 
Mill Road 
near its 
inter­
section 
with the 
ramp 
to Saint 
Clair 
Avenue.

photo 
by brad 
stauffer
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Former West Seventh fire station becomes day shelter for homeless

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Council approved a 
lease on November 18 with the Listen-
ing House to operate a day shelter for 

homeless people out of the former Fire Station 
51, 296 W. Seventh St. The lease is for $1 and 
the shelter is expected to operate there for at 
least 18 months beginning in December.

The former fire station, which is referred 
to as Freedom House, most recently was oc-
cupied by the Saint Paul Fire Department’s 
Emergency Medical Services Academy and 
two ambulances. The program and ambu-
lances are being moved to other locations.

More than 60 people participated in a vir-
tual forum on November 10 to discuss the 
shelter with city and Listening House officials. 

“We’re here because we really have a hu-
manitarian crisis on our hands,” said Ward 2 
City Council member Rebecca Noecker.

It is estimated that Saint Paul has more 
than 300 homeless people currently living 
outdoors, a number that has increased tenfold 
since 2019. There are about 90 homeless en-
campments in the city, with about 268 tents. 
City officials regularly visit the encampments, 
including one that recently sprang up on state 
property at Snelling Avenue and I-94.

Ricardo Cervantes, director of the city’s De-
partment of Safety and Inspections, and Dep-
uty Mayor Jamie Tincher said the COVID-19 
pandemic has raised additional challenges as 
day and overnight shelters work to maintain 
safe social distancing between people. That 
means fewer people can go to shelters to stay 
warm and receive services.

“We have an urgent need for more day and 
overnight shelters,” Cervantes said. 

Cervantes and Tincher said the city and 
Ramsey County are continuing to look at op-
tions for additional shelters. A city-county 

working group is trying to get people out of 
encampments, caves or beneath bridges be-
fore the temperatures plummet.

The former Bethesda Hospital is being 
pressed into service by the county to house 
homeless people. The county also is looking at 
longer-term solutions that are less expensive 
than its current practice of renting out hotel 
rooms for homeless people.

Listening House has provided day shelter 
and resources in locations in and near down-
town Saint Paul for almost 37 years. It moved 
to a church in the Dayton’s Bluff neighbor-
hood a few years ago after losing its location 
near the Catholic Charities complex in down-
town. That sparked a fight with neighbors and 
a lawsuit against the city over what Listening 
House officials saw as onerous operating con-
ditions. The lawsuit was settled in 2018.

Listening House will operate the shelter at 
the former fire station the same way it does 
its Dayton’s Bluff location. Visitors will be 
able to obtain food, water and clothing there. 
The pandemic has limited capacity at the  

Dayton’s Bluff location to 20-30 people at a 
time. Those numbers could double at the for-
mer fire station.

The station will provide lockers and show-
ers, which are not offered at the Dayton’s Bluff 
location and would be a welcome addition, 
according to Listening House director Cheryl 
Peterson. The station would be open from 8 
a.m.-8 p.m. and have about half a dozen staff 
on hand.

Most West End neighbors who participated 
in the virtual meeting on November 10 ex-
pressed support for the day shelter at the sta-
tion, though there were questions about the 
time lag between the 8 p.m. closing and the 
10 p.m. opening of the Ramsey County Safe 
Space in downtown.  

Some neighbors asked about trash pickup 
around the shelter and provisions for an out-
door smoking area. A few neighbors raised 
concerns about homeless people breaking 
into their garages and vehicles. It is hoped 
that the new day shelter will alleviate some of 
those problems.

Listening House plans 
to start operating the  
facility in December 

is limited to a total of five customers at a time, 
according to Lindquist. That restriction was 
unworkable for the other tenants, she said. 

Just two outlets at Keg and Case continue to 
offer their products through online ordering 
and takeout. Clutch Brewing is selling crowl-
ers of craft beer for pickup at the entrance, 
and Pimento Jamaican Kitchen is offering its 
full menu for pickup and delivery. All other 
tenants said they hope to return when Gover-
nor Walz lifts the ban on indoor dining, which 
could be as early as December 18. 

Business has been a struggle this year at Keg 
and Case. Tenants got a boost this summer 
when the market expanded outdoors with 
food trucks and a stage for live music. The 
market was considering bringing back its out-
door European Christmas Market this winter. 
However, when earlier COVID-19 restrictions 
limited both outdoor and indoor gatherings 
to 150 people, Keg and Case abandoned those 
plans in favor of seasonal vendors at indoor 
kiosks.

The temporary “pop-ups” would have 
joined Clutch Brewing, Pimento Jamaican 
Kitchen such Keg and Case mainstays as Five 
Watt Coffee, Revival Smoked Meats, Bread & 
Boba, Pastamore, O’Cheeze, Forest to Fork, 
Sweet Science Ice Cream, House of Halva, 
Hobby Farmer Canning Company, Studio 
Emme and Sana CBD. 

Woodfired Cantina recently moved into the 
former In Bloom restaurant space. Other new 
merchants include Big Fluff, Nadia’s Boutique 
and Part Wolf Woodworks.

In Bloom, a fine dining establishment with 
an award-winning chef and the largest wood-
burning hearth in the city, may have been 
too upscale for regular customers. Owner the 
Twist Davis Group closed it in July, blaming 
its demise on the decline of fine dining across 
the country.

Woodfired Cantina owners Brian and Sarah 
Ingram appreciated the decor and the hearth 
at In Bloom. “We loved In Bloom, but we 
couldn’t afford to go there often,” Brian said. 
“Our concept is more approachable and one 
that the neighborhood can afford.”

The Ingrams, who also own Hope Breakfast 
Bar off West Seventh Street and the Gnome 
Craft Pub on Selby Avenue, have patterned 
Woodfired Cantina after the food Brian en-
joyed in Southern California and the Tijuana 

area of Mexico. 
The Cantina features a 

tequila lounge on the up-
per level, and this fall it set 
up three igloos on the patio 
to protect outdoor diners 
from the elements this win-
ter. However, those plans 
have been put on hold un-
til Governor Walz restores 
sit-down dining. In the 
meantime, the Ingrams are 
offering many of the Canti-
na’s meats and salsas at the 
Gnome on Selby. They will 
not do takeout at Woodfired 
Cantina because the restau-
rant, with its open-hearth 
cooking, is not set up for it, 
Brian Ingram said.

Big Fluff is another one 
of Ingram’s projects. The 
shop features cotton candy, 
gourmet hot chocolate and 
a s’mores bar.

Nadia Dunlap thought 
her Nadia’s Boutique would 
be a good fit at Keg and Case. 
It features vintage and one-
of-a-kind clothing and jew-
elry as well as Dunlap’s own 
designs. 

Part Wolf Woodwork-
ing sells handcrafted tables, 

cutting boards, charcuterie boards and wall 
art. Craftsman and owner Tony Koens has an-
other full-time business and does the wood-
working in his free time, “for fun,” he said.

Among the tenants who have moved out 
of Keg and Case are Bogart’s Doughnuts, 
Rose Street Patisserie, HandModMN, K’nack 
Meats, Evla Pottery, Faribault Woolen Mill, 
and Barkley’s Bistro and Wandering Kitchen. 

Rick Reams of K’nack Meats said he did not 

renew his two-year lease when COVID-19 left 
him short-staffed. “We were doing well be-
fore COVID hit,” he said. Reams is a partner in 
K’nack’s parent company, RJ’s Meats in Hud-
son, and he plans to include Keg and Case as 
a drop-off location for sausages ordered from 
the Hudson butcher shop.

A manager of Rose Street Patisserie said the 
company has no plans to reopen at Keg and 
Case. The bakery closed its kiosk there due to 
COVID concerns, she said. However, it contin-
ues to operate a store at 171 N. Snelling Ave. 

Business operators who have been at Keg 
and Case since its inception are cautious 
about what the future holds. O’Cheeze man-
ager Greg Reid said business was good during 
the summer when outdoor bands attracted 
customers, but it has been “quiet” since cold 
weather arrived.

Pastamore co-owner Stuart Kaufman is 
more optimistic about the future of his fam-
ily-owned business, which features pack-
aged handmade organic pastas, bottled olive 
oils and balsamic vinegars. He established 
the business 12 years ago at the Minneapolis 
Farmers’ Market and expects to stay at Keg 
and Case indefinitely.

1b keg and case market

Sana CBD Full Spectrum Oil grower and seller Lee Kosse displayed 
some of her wares at Keg and Case last Thursday, the day before 
the marketplace temporarily closed due to the state’s new COVID-19 
restrictions.  Photo by Brad Stauffer

Business operators who have 
been at Keg and Case since 
its inception are cautious 

about what the future holds. 
O’Cheeze manager Greg 
Reid said business was 

good during the summer 
when outdoor bands 

attracted customers, but 
it has been “quiet” since 

cold weather arrived.
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651.452.1390
HeightsLeasing@michaeldevelopment.com
TheHeights55.com

ACTIVE 55+ LIVING  
WITH STYLE!
Choose the 1 BR, 1 BR+ den or 2 BR 
floorplan that fits your lifestyle. 
Plus amenities galore!

You’ll find the amenities, style and convenient location that you want 
and need for a rich and vibrant life surrounded by new friends.

NOW OPEN - RESERVE TODAY!
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• Entertain on your own deck or 
on the rooftop party room

• Large community room,  
game room & theater

• Storage units & guest suite

• Heated underground parking 
with car wash bay

• Granite countertops

• Stainless steel appliances

• In-home washer & dryer

• Pet friendly with neighboring 
dog park

• Gorgeous nature views,  
walking trails & more!

The heights 55 Plus
2160 Highway 13, Mendota Heights, MN 

Now Open
Lease your new home today!

©adfinity
©adfinity

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
Simple Traditions

by BRADSHAW

Contact us today for more information.

671 South Snelling Avenue  |  Saint Paul, MN 55116 
488 Humboldt Avenue  |  Saint Paul, MN 55107  

651-767-9333
SimpleTraditions.com

Elegance
Where

Meets
Affordability.

Discover a uniquely refreshing funeral 
option for the Highland area families. Simple 
Traditions by Bradshaw offers simple yet classy 
options at an extremely affordable price. With 
a range of burial, cremation and ecofriendly 
green cremation choices, we specialize in 
meaningful tributes, first-class service and 
elegant simplicity. Stop by today and see 
what makes us distinctively different.

By Jane McClure

The second and final phase of recon-
structing Lexington Parkway at West 
Seventh Street will be the topic of a vir-

tual open house at 5 p.m. Tuesday, December 
1. The project will directly connect Lexington 
to Shepard Road via a rebuilt Elway Street. 

Ramsey County Department of Public 
Works staff met in November with the High-
land and West Seventh district councils’ 
transportation committees to review the sec-
ond phase of the project. Design work and 
public engagement for that phase are now 
underway and will continue into early 2022. 
The county is working with the engineering 
firm of TKDA on the plans.

Reconstructing the dangerous Lexington-
Montreal-West Seventh intersection had 
been discussed for many years. Its reconfigu-
ration became an option for the county when 
the former Riverside School property at 900 
Albion Ave. was sold for development.

The first phase of Lexington Parkway’s re-
construction is expected to be wrapped up this 
month, according to county project manager 
Nick Fischer. Over the past several months, 
Lexington’s south end at Montreal Avenue 
was turned into a cul-de-sac, and a new sec-
tion of Lexington was extended through the 
former Riverside property, which is now part 
of the Lexington Landing senior housing 
complex that is scheduled to open soon.

The new section of extended Lexington 
Parkway has one traffic lane in each direction, 
with additional turn lanes and bicycle lanes. 

A stop light will be installed at Lexington and 
West Seventh in December, after which the 
signal at Albion and West Seventh will be re-
moved.

On the other side of West Seventh, a block 
of Adrian Street has been constructed behind 
Highland Nursery to provide a one-way con-
nection to Elway.  

Crews hoped to complete the work on side-
walks this construction season, but that work 
will have to wait until next spring. Temporary 
blacktop pathways will be in place over the 
winter.

In the second phase of construction, the 
new Lexington roadway will be extended 
through county right-of-way near the Mon-
treal Hi-Rise and along Elway Street to create 
a direct link to Shepard Road. Elway will be 
reconfigured with bike lanes and its bumpy 
roadway will be resurfaced. 

The entire project includes sidewalks and 
improved lighting along Lexington. The 
county will seek federal funding for the proj-
ect, which does not have final design and 
cost figures yet. County and TKDA officials 
emphasized that public comments would be 

sought in finalizing the design.
A traffic study was done for the first phase 

of work and will also be done before the de-
sign of the second phase is finished.

Both district council committees welcomed 
the completion of the first phase of the proj-
ect. The Lexington bike lanes will eventually 
continue on Elway, providing a direct connec-
tion to the Samuel Morgan Trail along Shepa-
rd Road. Federation committee members also 
asked if connections to the I-35E bike trail 
could be considered.

One challenge will be to design around the 
Canadian Pacific Railway bridge piers that 
are in the Elway right-of-way. The spur line’s 
fate could be an issue was well, since the line 
could be considered as an alternative for the 
proposed Riverview Corridor mass transit 
project.

Representatives of the adjacent Common-
Bond Communities and Montreal Hi-Rise at 
1080 and 1085 Montreal Ave., respectively, 
have raised several questions, including those 
related to traffic control at Montreal and Lex-
ington, stormwater issues and the timing of 
driveway repair work at the high-rise in con-
junction with the Elway street project.

Another question raised at both meetings 
was whether a new traffic signal or round-
about would be added at intersection of Lex-
ington/Elway and Montreal. Staff and con-
sultants said that will be determined by the 
traffic study.

Yet another issue is the street name itself. 
Ramsey County Public Works would prefer 
to have Elway changed to Lexington to avoid 
confusion. However, that decision will be 
up to Saint Paul officials since Elway is a city 
street.

For more information on the project and to 
register for the December 1 open house, visit 
ramseycounty.us/LexingtonExtension.

County seeks public comments on second phase of Lexington reroute
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Virtual open house set 
Dec. 1 on connection to 
Shepard Road via Elway

Ramsey County’s preliminary design for rerouting Lexington Parkway across West Seventh Street, with a 
future connection to Shepard Road via a rebuilt Elway Street. 
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SPAAR promotes equity in housing.

Learn more at spaar.com

Document available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities by contacting 651.846.1547 or 
AccessResources@saintpaul.edu. Saint Paul College is an Equal Opportunity employer and educator.

Saint Paul College named one of America’s
Top 150 community colleges by the Aspen Institute!

By Casey Ek

Jim Vue has been serving on the Saint Paul 
School Board since last summer when he 
was appointed to replace Marny Xiong,   

         who died in June from COVID-19. Earlier 
this month, he beat out five other candidates 
in a special election to serve the remaining 14 
months in Xiong’s term. In the process, he in-
herited an unprecedented array of challenges, 
including grappling with the COVID-19 pan-
demic and dealing with what he described as 
the socio-historical trauma brought on by the 
death of George Floyd. 

The Saint Paul Public Schools are a school 
district in mourning, said Vue, 40. Mourning 
is something he is uniquely equipped to han-
dle, he added. 

One cannot tell Vue’s story without men-
tioning his daughter, Ghia, who was 6 when 
she drowned three summers ago at Lake Elmo 
Park Reserve. On that sunny day in June, the 
Vue family’s typical spot at the beach was oc-
cupied. When they went looking for another 
spot, Ghia got separated from them. The next 
time Vue saw her, she was being pulled from 
the water.

In the midst of the darkest moment of his 
life, a couple of families emerged to help him 
bring his other children and their belongings 
to their car. That kindness, Vue said, left an in-
delible mark. “What those families did for me 
was save my soul,” he said. “From that day on, 
I thought if I was ever in a situation of crisis, 
I’m not just going to look around.”

The news of Xiong’s death in June felt like 
such a moment of crisis, Vue said. After serv-
ing on various school district committees and 
otherwise being involved as a parent in the 
Saint Paul Public Schools, he felt that serving 
on the School Board was a natural next step 
for him. “I just wanted to do something,” he 
said. “I didn’t think it was a big thing. I just 
thought I needed to do this.”

Those who know Vue best describe him as 
a deep thinker who is not likely to accept easy 
answers to his often challenging questions. 
Since he joined the School Board, fellow board 
member John Brodrick has taken note of his 
sincerity and his pragmatic approach to prob-
lem solving. Brodrick described Vue as ideal-
istic and industrious. “I think he’s very consci-
entious, does his homework and isn’t afraid to 
ask questions or to voice an opinion,” he said.  

Kristine Sorensen, executive director of In 
Progress, has known Vue for the better part 
of 15 years. She co-founded the nonprofit arts 

and educational organization with Vue’s wife, 
Sai Thao. According to Sorenson, Vue is likely 
to bring his inquisitive nature to the School 
Board, particularly in conversations about the 
impact school district decisions have on fami-
lies. 

Vue has always valued family, Sorensen 
said. His values, in fact, have helped shape 
the way in which In Progress delivers its 
programs. The organization seeks to engage 
whole families, not just the new and emerg-
ing artists it serves, she added. “For Vue (serv-
ing on the School Board) is about making sure 
children and their families are well repre-
sented at a time when there is a lot of change 
going on and more change needs to happen,” 
Sorensen said. 

Vue considers himself a stay-at-home fa-
ther, but last year he wrapped up a three-year 
project for In Progress. Titled “Being Hmong,” 
it sought to express the diversity of Hmong 
culture by recruiting Hmong artists to tell 
their own stories in photography, video and 
music. 

Vue has a track record of advocating for 
families of color, Sorenson said. He takes his 
work personally and embraces it with a dis-
cipline she believes comes from his military 
background. 

A native of Texas, Vue was the first in his 
immigrant Laotian family to be born in the 
United States. Vue joined the U.S. Army Re-
serves and was deployed to Iraq and Kuwait 
in 2003. He returned stateside in 2004, and 
later that year moved to Minnesota to be with 
Thao, his then-fiancée. In 2012, Vue left his job 
as a mortgage collector in order to pursue an 
education. He earned a B.A. in history in 2015 
and a master’s degree in liberal studies at 
Metropolitan State University in 2018.

Vue and Thao have four other children, ages 
1, 9, 12 and 13. All of them attend Saint Paul 
district schools or early childhood programs.

Vue answered call when tragedy 
struck the St. Paul School Board

Newly elected Saint Paul School Board member Jim Vue at home with his children (left to right): Thee, 12; 
Hlushia, 1; Ty, 13; and Dhoua, 9.

“For Vue (serving on the 
School Board) is about 

making sure children and 
their families are well 
represented at a time 
when there is a lot of 

change going on and more 
change needs to happen.” 
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VIEWPOINT
Thanksgiving 2020 recalls struggles of holiday years ago

By Beth L. Voigt

Thanksgiving 2020 will be unlike any other for many 
families. But it doesn’t take a pandemic to elicit a 
dramatic change in holiday plans. Decades ago, as 

relative after relative arrived at our Highland Park home in 
the days leading up to Thanksgiving, I eagerly anticipated 
Mom’s usual feast of two turkeys basted to a golden-brown 
crust with Granny Smith apple and celery stuffing, mounds 
of mashed potatoes dripping with butter, acorn squash 
sprinkled with brown sugar, sausage links, dilled carrots, 
sautéed French-cut green beans with almonds, and steaming 
biscuits waiting to be dipped in thick gravy. And the pies—oh, 
the pies!—apple, pumpkin chiffon, and French silk.

Mom had set the adults’ table for 10 with Grandma’s white 
linen tablecloth and napkins, white scalloped plates, polished 
silverware and sparkling glassware. But that year, instead of 
the usual bouquet of fresh flowers from the store, Mom filled 
the chunky glass vase with dried hydrangeas from her garden. 
The kids’ table was set more simply than the adults’, as usual. 
It ran the length of the living room and connected with the 
adults’ table in the dining room. There, the nine of us siblings 
would sit with our six cousins.

It took a full 24 hours to get everything washed, chopped, 
cooked, baked and garnished for our Thanksgiving crowd. As 
Grandma, Aunt Shirley and Mom conferred in the kitchen, I 
poked my head in the doorway, hoping to sample the food. 
Mom was mashing the potatoes in a 10-gallon stockpot, 
adding water instead of the usual milk, cream cheese, sour 
cream and butter. “Aren’t we having…?” I asked, alarmed that 
one of my favorites wouldn’t be on the menu. 

“I’m trying a new recipe this year,” Mom said. 
Aunt Shirley and Grandma looked down, busying 

themselves with peeling the carrots. I looked in the fridge, 
hoping to get a taste of ambrosia salad, but didn’t find 
any, nor much else. I looked around for the pies and then 

quizzically at Mom. Before I could ask her where she had put 
the pies, she said, “When Dad comes home from work, would 
you go to the store with him?”

“Sure,” I said, relieved that more food was coming, and 
went off to find my cousins and siblings to build a snowman. 
By the time Dad got home from work, I was ready. He talked 
quietly to Mom, kissed her and headed out the door with me.

“Are we going to Red Owl or Applebaum’s?”
“Neither,” Dad said. “We’re going to the gumball store.” 

That was our name for the gas station and convenience store 
on West Seventh and Davern streets. It’s where my younger 
sisters and I would get one gumball each from the gumball 
machine while Dad pumped gas. 

“And then where?”
“That’s it. Nowhere else.”
I frowned. Though our gumball store was stocked better 

than most, we needed a lot more than it had to offer to make 

our Thanksgiving dinner complete. Even at the age of 10, I 
knew that.

Since the gumball store didn’t have grocery carts, I helped 
Dad carry the items as we walked up and down the short 
aisles. Dad handed me four boxes of frozen squash, two boxes 
of frozen sausages, three loaves of Taystee white bread and 10 
cans of Chicken of the Sea shredded chicken. He then loaded 
his arms with several cans of corn and peas and three canned 
hams.

“Dad, why are we…?” 
“Want a gumball?”
We unloaded our items on the counter. Dad handed me 

some change before giving his credit card to the clerk to pay 
for the groceries. “Go ahead and get two gumballs.”

When we returned home, Mom, Aunt Shirley and Grandma 
went into high gear, unpacking the groceries and shooing us 
out of the kitchen. Mom kissed Dad on the cheek and said, 
“Thank you.”

That Thanksgiving evening, as the 25 of us crowded 
around our tables, Dad gave the blessing: “Thank you for this 
bountiful table and this healthy family, and help all those 
who are less fortunate tonight.” 

It wasn’t until years later that I learned how much my 
parents’ business was struggling that year and what minimal 
money they had to feed our large crew. I learned that even so, 
they had shared some of the fixings purchased for our feast 
with a neighbor in need. And I discovered that the gumball 
store was one of the few places back then where you could 
purchase groceries with a credit card. 	

This Thanksgiving, as I gather with my small bubble of 
loved ones, I will give thanks for the lessons my parents 
taught me on that Thanksgiving so long ago, for the bounty of 
food on our table, and for the extended family of 60 or so with 
whom I will once again celebrate at future holiday gatherings. 

Beth Voigt is a resident of Summit Hill.

Nora and Fred Wagner gathered with eight of their nine children (the 
youngest was not yet born) around the time of the gumball store 
Thanksgiving. Writer Beth Voigt is seated at the far right.

INBOX
Nearing the point of no return

We need a lockdown before we reach the point of no return. 
While we’re well beyond the point where, as a nation, we 
should have taken this pandemic seriously, listened to the 
experts and been highly suspicious of those without the 
proper credentials giving advice, perhaps now that everything 
is unraveling before our eyes we can buckle down and get 
serious.

Perhaps doing what is necessary to overcome this 
pandemic is too inconvenient. Is it possible that we’re so used 
to getting everything we want, we’re literally incapable of 
conceiving a reality where we must make sacrifices? I know 
some of us can’t handle the thought of being alone, isolated 
and forced to stay away from our friends and family. There 
are those who hate being told what to do, those who are 
struggling to behave like adults and refuse to take advice 
much less direction from those who know better how to 
overcome this disease. We’d better grow up quick and start 
taking direction from those who have dedicated their lives to 
understanding and combating pandemics.

If we refuse to accept the reality of the situation we face 
today, that fear of being alone, isolated from friends and 
family, it won’t be merely a temporary reality but a reality 
we’ll live with for the rest our lives. I, for one, don’t look 
forward to burying anyone I love because some people can’t 
get it together and face reality. And I earnestly hope many of 
you feel the same.

Daniel Carbone
Highland Park

Reconsider redevelopment plans
I truly appreciate the depth of coverage that a publication 

like the Villager provides on such a wide array of topics. I hope 
others who appreciate these things will support its continued 
existence with their subscriptions. 

The November 11 issue of the Villager reminded me of the 
dangers of political and civic inertia. Two articles in particular 
come to mind—on the city’s reaffirmation of tax increment 
financing (TIF) for Midway Center’s redevelopment and the 
proposed Riverview Corridor project.

While a Midway TIF district remains merely a technical 
possibility, experience indicates the probability of its ultimate 
approval. Aside from my usual concerns about the use of 

TIF (e.g., the diversion of tax revenue that would otherwise 
flow to the city, county and school district), the plan for the 
Midway redevelopment is based on pre-COVID perceptions.

Many now believe that the already-moribund retail 
environment will be forever changed by our experiences 
during the pandemic. So, too, the market for office space, 
as many companies recognize the bottom-line benefits of 
employees working from home. The city should bear these 
changes in mind when the inevitable request for TIF comes. 
It might also consider that the former Herberger’s remains 
empty two years after that department store closed. 

The Riverview Corridor project seems similarly blind to 
likely changes in transportation needs resulting from changes 
in work places. I was opposed to the adoption of streetcars 
and preferred bus rapid transit because the latter is far more 
flexible and less expensive than the chosen option. I suggest 
planners re-run their projections based on likely post-COVID 
conditions before we commit any further to streetcars. 

Conditions change. We must be prepared to change our 
decisions as they do.

James M. Hamilton
Macalester-Groveland

City has strayed from purpose
Phew! One contentious election down. Now we can 

start getting ready for the next one when we dump our 
budgeting-challenged mayor in Saint Paul and elect a new 
one. Then we can get rid of his public relations staffer, the 
three intermediaries communicating between him and his 
seven-member City Council, and the chief resilience officer he 
appointed right after his election, for a total savings of half a 
million dollars.

Additionally, we can dump the city’s trash collection 
scheme. The present plan is to raise trash collection fees by 
an average of $7 per year (Villager, November 11) and citizens 
have no say. That is exactly why the matter should have been 
left as private business between residents and haulers. Then 
people could choose another hauler with better rates.

 We simply have got to have wiser management of this city, 
which seems to think citizens have endlessly deep pockets. 
Some of us at the lower end of the income scale are being 
squeezed between a rock and a hard place.

Before mandated city garbage collection began, I left my 
trash cart at the front door of City Hall, and I mailed a month’s 

garbage by first-class mail to my council member at a far 
cheaper rate. I’ve never had trash collected at my house, 
still sharing with a neighbor, and I’ve never paid for what I 
don’t use. So now the fee is being added with penalties to my 
property tax. 

The city has no business sticking its nose in this matter. All 
it had to do was allocate percentages of the city to the various 
private haulers and let them redistribute their carts, not 
spend $4 million for city-owned carts. That was nuts. Carts 
are a cost of the haulers doing business. The whole plan is a 
money grab.

I’ve planted my own trees on the boulevard because 
the city, which hasn’t resurfaced my street in the 50 years 
I’ve been at this address, won’t be getting around to the 
necessities any time soon. We’ve got to get the city out of 
spending and dealings it has no business doing and into 
tending to our monstrously neglected infrastructure.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Medicare plan has advantages
Senior citizens are about to make their Medicare choice 

for 2021. Everyone knows that once a plan is selected during 
the open enrollment period, October 15 to December 7, no 
switching of plans can be made. And everyone would be 
wrong.

The handbook “Medicare & You 2021” states on pages 
67 and 68 that as far as Medicare Advantage Plans are 
concerned, a switch is possible between January 1 and March 
31, 2021. Page 68 also refers to the so-called 5-star Special 
Enrollment Period, December 8 to November 30, when a 
switch can be made into a plan with a top five-star rating. 
However, while Minnesota has about 50 Medicare Advantage 
Plans, none has this top 5-star rating. 

In case you are wondering why all the fuss about plan 
switching: One plan may have high monthly premiums 
and low costs for treatments while another plan may have 
low monthly premiums and high costs for treatments. 
Consequently, if you foresee good health for the immediate 
future, choose the latter for the first couple of months and 
then switch just to be safe.

Paul Alper
Macalester-Groveland
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On a new

By Kate M. Hunt and Howard J. Miller

Since the master plan for the Ford site 
was approved in 2017, Neighbors for 
a Livable Saint Paul has monitored 

the project to ensure that new building 
construction is consistent with the original 
principles of that plan. As Ryan Companies 
works with the city on the permitting and 
variance process for the first few buildings, 
it has become apparent that the master 
plan is merely a pretext to create unwritten 
rules about inconvenient zoning laws and to 
inflate the scale of the already out-of-scale 
plan.

Neighbors for a Livable Saint Paul 
has asked the city’s 
Department of Safety and 
Inspections to enforce the 
provisions of its zoning 
code and the master plan 
that the city developed. The 
city has refused. Therefore, 
the neighbors are pursuing 
legal action against the city 
to compel it to enforce its 
own zoning laws. Several 
neighbors have filed a 
writ of mandamus and 
a declaratory judgment 
action petitioning Ramsey 
County District Court to declare that the city 
must enforce the formal variance process 
if Ryan intends to deviate from the master 
plan by counting private rooftop decks and 
apartment balconies as “open space.”

The master plan prescribes that each 
development parcel has a certain percentage 
(typically a minimum of 25 percent) of 
public open space (i.e., landscaping, gardens, 
trees and parkland) that is distinct from the 
percentage of the parcel that is occupied 
by the building. These controls benefit the 
community by enhancing the aesthetics of 
the development with appropriate green 
space in order to avoid creating an urban 
canyon.

Despite the clear distinction between 
“open space” and “building lot coverage,” 
Ryan requested variances for its first 
buildings on the Ford site in order to increase 
the lot coverage of the buildings from 70 
percent to over 90.3 percent. This increase in 
building footprint reduces the public open 
space from 25 percent to less than 10 percent 
of the lot. For the proposed building at 2170 
Ford Pkwy., Ryan applied for a variance 

from the minimum 25 percent open-space 
requirement. However, the city inexplicably 
determined that a variance wasn’t required.

In a departure from the plain meaning 
of the master plan and the municipal code, 
the city developed a new formula that 
counts privately owned rooftop decks and 
apartment balconies as “open space.” This is 
unacceptable and inconsistent with nearly 
every codified definition of “open space” or 
common-sense understanding of the term, as 
well as the intent of the Ford Site Task Force 
that worked for more than a decade to shape 
the master plan. This will inflate the scale of 
the development beyond the controversial 
high-density plan that was originally 

approved. The results are 
bloated building scale, 
maximum high density and 
insufficient open space. If 
allowed to move forward, 
an unlawful precedent will 
be established resulting 
in a series of individual 
building parcels with 
greatly diminished open 
space and an aesthetically 
obtrusive urban canyon-
style development.

Neighbors for a Livable 
Saint Paul remains 

committed to promoting responsible 
community development that enhances the 
existing neighborhood and the city overall. 
Given the concerning lack of checks and 
balances in Saint Paul city governance, the 
neighbors cannot stand by and watch the city 
break its own zoning rules.

“Counting apartment balconies as open 
space is the latest disappointment in the 
development of the Ford site,” said longtime 
Highland Park resident and Neighbors for a 
Livable Saint Paul affiliate Jim Winterer. “The 
city planned one of the most densely packed 
neighborhoods in the country at the Ford 
site, and now buildings are being designed 
to expand the scope using a dubious 
interpretation of what ‘open space’ means.”

Neighbors for a Livable Saint Paul has 
always supported reasonable development at 
Highland Bridge. We are making a reasonable 
request that the city and the developer abide 
by the plan they developed and agreed to in 
the first place.

Kate Hunt and Howard Miller are residents of 
Highland Park.

Neighbors’ lawsuit aims to hold city 
accountable for Ford site master plan

In a departure from 
the plain meaning of 
the master plan, the 
city developed a new 
formula that counts 

privately owned 
rooftop decks and 

apartment balconies 
as “open space.”
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Assisted Living in 
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a lively, connected, 
caring community to 
call home. A $2000 
move-in incentive 
is available for new 
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by February 1. Details 
at episcopalhomes.
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By Jane McClure

The fate of Pedro Park on 10th and Robert 
streets in downtown Saint Paul is more 
unclear than ever. Some $800,000 

in Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) funds 
earmarked for the park were used by the City 
Council this fall to make up a $22 million defi-
cit in the 2020 city budget.

The reallocation dismayed Pedro Park sup-
porters, who are in the middle of a legal battle 
with the city over plans for the site. It also dis-
appointed members of the CIB Committee,  
who debated the proposed shift at meetings 
this fall. While saying they understand the 
city’s difficult financial situation, committee 
members were unhappy with the city for not  
providing notice to supporters of the park.

Pedro Park was one of two CIB projects 
that had funding shifted to balance the bud-
get. The other was Fire Station 7, which had 
$1.5 million taken away. The fire station in 
the Dayton’s Bluff neighborhood is slated for  
replacement.

“I’m concerned about the lack of trans-

parency,” said CIB Committee member Amy 
Huerta.

“Unfortunately, we have to make tough de-
cisions to balance our 2020 budget,” said city 
budget director Susan Earle. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and the civil un-
rest following the death of George Floyd have 
strained city resources, requiring dozens of 
amendments to balance this year’s budget.

Pedro Park was supposed to be completed 
next to the city’s former Public Safety An-
nex at 100 E. 10th St. in 2019. However, city 
staff told the CIB Committee on November 9 
that plans for the park going forward remain  
uncertain. 

Instead of tearing down the annex and cre-
ating a larger park, the City Council voted in 
October 2018 to sell the building to Minneap-
olis-based Ackerberg Group, which planned 
to convert it into retail and office space. 

Ackerberg was to buy the building for $1.4 
million and planned to work with the city to 
develop the .45-acre vacant land next to the 
building as a park. It was to provide $40,000 
annually for 20 years for park maintenance.

The park’s development and maintenance 
funds were contingent on the sale of the Pub-
lic Safety Annex. Noel Nix, deputy director of 
government relations and community en-
gagement for Mayor Melvin Carter, said the 
sale has never been finalized.

Ackerberg did not respond to requests for 
comment.

The development of Pedro Park in 2018 had 
an estimated cost of $3.8 million and was to 
include play equipment, paths, seating, space 
for dogs and a water feature. About $200,000 
in parkland dedication funds and $2.3 million 
in capital improvement funds were to be used 

to complete the work.
The issue pitted downtown residents and 

park advocacy groups who wanted a larger 
park against those calling for economic de-
velopment. At the time, the CIB Committee  
supported the sale and the financing plan. 

Kati Berg, a leader of the Friends of Pedro 
Park, said her understanding is that the sale to 
Ackerberg is off the table. 

The Pedro family donated the site of its 
longtime luggage and briefcase business to 
the city in 2009 with the understanding that 
it would be combined with additional adja-
cent land for a park bearing the family’s name. 

A 2018 
rendering 
of plans 
for Pedro 
Park next to 
the former 
Public 
Safety An-
nex at 10th 
and Robert 
streets in 
downtown 
Saint Paul.

Future of much-debated Pedro Park in 
downtown Saint Paul remains in limbo

District councils support UST’s 
proposal to replace Loras Hall

The University of Saint Thomas’ request 
to demolish Loras Hall to make way for a 
new science and engineering building will 
be taken up by Saint Paul’s Heritage Preser-
vation Commission (HPC) on November 30 
with votes of support from the Macalester-
Groveland Community Council on November 
12 and the Union Park District Council’s Land 
Use Committee on November 16. The West 
Summit Neighborhood Advisory Committee 
heard an update on the demolition request on 
November 10, but took no action.

UST wants to demolish Loras to make way 
for a new STEAM (science, technology, engi-
neering, arts and math) building on Summit 
Avenue, just west of the Frey Science and En-
gineering Center. Loras was built in 1894 as a 
residence for Saint Paul Seminary students. 

Some people argue that its history and its 
design by architect Cass Gilbert make it wor-
thy of preserving. UST officials have argued  
the high cost of maintaining Loras, as well as 
the difficulty in trying to renovate it for any-
thing other than offices.

Loras is located in the Summit Avenue West 
Historic District, requiring HPC approval be-
fore the city can issue a demolition permit.

Retirement of Ward 3’s Kelley 
marks end of an era in St. Paul

The Saint Paul City Council on November 
18 honored Ward 3 executive assistant Pattie 
Kelley and declared her retirement date of De-
cember 1 as Pattie Kelley Day in the city.

Ward 3 council member Chris Tolbert ex-
pressed his appreciation for Kelley’s years of 
service and said she would be missed by the 
many people she helped. He praised her abil-
ity to get things done, but could not resist 
joking about her past job title of “secretary/
stenographer.” Kelley is believed to be the last 
city employee to hold that job title.

Kelley thanked everyone she worked with 
over the years. The Central High School grad-
uate began working for the city in 1980. She 
started in the Planning and Economic Devel-
opment Department (PED), worked in the 
city clerk’s office, did a stint with the Saint 
Paul Public Schools and joined the city’s De-
partment of Public Works in 1993. 

She later went to work for then-City Coun-
cil member Janice Rettman, went back to PED 
in 1997, and returned to the City Council offic-
es in 2006, working for Pat Harris and Tolbert 
in Ward 3.

Kelley has one son, Jesse, who is a military 
veteran. She once headed the local chapter of 
Blue Star Mothers of America, which provides 
support for women who have children in ac-
tive military service. 

Advisory committee members 
sought for Riverview Corridor

Ramsey County is forming two public advi-
sory groups for the proposed Riverview Cor-
ridor modern streetcar project. Applications 
for both the Community Advisory Committee 
and the Station Area Planning Task Force will 
be accepted through December 15. 

The committees will serve during the proj-
ect’s engineering and pre-environmental 
study phase, which is expected to last from 
early 2021 to late 2023. The Community Advi-
sory Committee will meet quarterly, and the 
Station Area Planning Task Force will meet ev-
ery one or two months. Each committee will 

be composed of 15-20 members. 
Committee members will be selected to 

provide broad geographic representation as 
well as racial and cultural diversity along the 
project area. Membership is expected to bal-
ance residents and potential users, business 
owners and employees, and others with con-
nections to the corridor. 

The Riverview Corridor is a proposed 12-
mile mass transit link from downtown Saint 
Paul to Minneapolis-Saint Paul International 
Airport and the Mall of America. The modern 
streetcar line would include the use of exist-
ing light-rail stations and tracks at the Union 
Depot and near Fort Snelling. Nine new sta-
tions are planned along West Seventh Street 
in Saint Paul.

Applications may be submitted to river-
viewcorridor.com. For details, contact Kev-
in Roggenbuck at 651-266-2790 or kevin.
roggenbuck@ramseycounty.us (Community 
Advisory Committee), or Frank Alarcon at 651-
266-2795 or frank.alarcon@ramseycounty.us 
(Station Area Planning Task Force).

 
News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 

and John Wadell.

News Briefs
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Check out our website for all the details at
https://stpaulchristmasmarket.org/

Visit our online store and get your unique commemorative 
limited edition 2020 ceramic mugs. Gift Packages Available!

Our entertainment schedule includes:
European accordion favorites; Holiday music duo; 

Norwegian dancing; Storytime with Santa and more! 

Our Market has been nominated in the 2020 10Best Readers’ Choice travel awards!
We have 4 weeks to vote and support our wonderful market. Please go to

https://www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-holiday-market/ and vote! A person can 
vote once a day for the run of the contest, so keep the tab open and vote daily!

Start your Christmas shopping online & support 
all your favorite local vendors & artists!

Follow us on          and on          !  Like our photos & share our videos.

By Jane McClure

Changes in the makeup of Saint 
Paul households have prompted 
the city to consider changing its 

definition of family in the zoning code. 
The Saint Paul Planning Commission 
held a public hearing on November 13 on 
several possible new definitions before 
voting to extend the public comment 
period to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, Decem-
ber 14.

The City Council asked that a new 
definition of family be studied back in 
2018. While fair housing advocates, dis-
trict councils and groups representing 
culturally diverse communities agree 
with the need for a change in the defini-
tion, they asked for more time for other 
people to comment.

Some groups view the city’s current 
definition of family as archaic and dis-
criminatory. “Our board feels pretty 
strongly that the definition of family 
should be eliminated from the zoning 
code,” said Simon Taghioff, chair of the 
Summit Hill Association’s Zoning and 
Land Use Committee. 

Since 1975, Saint Paul has defined 
family as one or two people “with their 
direct lineal descendants and adopted 
or legally cared for children (and includ-
ing the domestic employees thereof) 
together with not more than two per-
sons not so related, living together in the 
whole or part of a dwelling comprising 
a single housekeeping unit. Every ad-
ditional group of four or fewer persons 
living in such housekeeping unit shall be 
considered a separate family for the pur-

pose of this code.”
The city has used the definition to 

regulate the number of unrelated oc-
cupants allowed in one dwelling. Cur-
rently, up to four unrelated people can 
live in a single-family home or apart-
ment. That has been viewed as a way to 
prevent overcrowding, a longstanding 
concern in neighborhoods surrounding 
colleges and universities.

However, the 45-year-old definition 
of family has been met with pushback 
in recent years. According to city planner 
Michael Wade, who led the city’s study, 
the 1975 definition is believed to have a 
disproportionately negative impact on 
households of color.

“The city’s definition of family limits 
households that don’t closely conform 
to a nuclear family,” Wade told the Plan-
ning Commission. “And it could violate 
fair housing laws.” The definition is also 
viewed as limiting access to affordable 
housing, he added.

Larger households, households that 
include cousins or other relatives, and 
households that care for vulnerable 
children or adults could benefit from 
a change in the definition of family. So 
could temporary residents, recent immi-
grants, college students and others in a 
transitional phase of their lives.

Three years ago the Twin Cities Fair 
Housing Implementation Council found 
Saint Paul’s 1975 definition of family at 
risk of being discriminatory or arbitrary. 
It recommended that the city revise its 
definition to more closely correlate to 
the neutral maximum occupancy re-
strictions found in safety and building 

codes. It urged greater accommodations 
for nontraditional families, and possibly 
the creation of a case-by-case adminis-
trative process to determine whether a 
group that does not meet the definition 
of family is nonetheless functionally 
equivalent.

The Planning Commission is consid-
ering three possible definitions of fam-
ily:

• “Any six,” which would allow six or 
fewer adults and the minors in  their care 
to live together as a single housekeeping 
unit.

• “Family of five,” which would allow 
five or fewer adults—or any number of 
adults who are all related to each other 
by blood, marriage, guardianship or 
domestic partnership—and the minor 
children in their care to live together as 
a single housekeeping unit.

• “Family plus four,” which would al-
low any number of adults who are re-
lated to each other by blood, marriage, 
guardianship or domestic partnership, 
and up to four additional adults, and 
the minor children in their care to live 
together as a single housekeeping unit.

None of the definitions would limit 
the number of minors in a household. 
All of the definitions would still limit 
to four the number of students allowed 
per dwelling in the University of Saint 
Thomas’ housing overlay district, but 
they may open the door to additional 
non-students in those dwellings.

For more information or to comment 
on the city’s definition of family, call 
Wade, at 651-266-8703 or email mi-
chael.wade@ci.stpaul.mn.us.

City considers redefining ‘family’ in housing

651-292-3063             @landmarkcenter
landmarkcenter.org 

Concerts begin at 12 pm 
Livestreamed on Landmark Center’s 

Facebook page

December 2: 
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 & Friends 

December 9: 
The OK Factor

Livestreamed holiday concerts

The Saint Paul YMCA Service Club 
will not be selling Christmas trees 
in the parking lot of Highland Na-

tional Golf Course this year due to safety 
concerns over the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Going inside the trailer, exchang-
ing money—all of that plays into fears 
of COVID, whether you’re the customer 
or the cashier,” said club president Joe  
Dotson.

According to Dotson, club members 
have been selling trees for the holidays 
for the past 80 years. Volunteers typi-
cally set up scaffolding and then unload 
close to 1,000 balsams, firs and pines 
on the day after Thanksgiving at the  

tree lot in Highland. Last year, the club 
raised around $28,000 from tree sales at 

the golf course parking lot alone to help 
youths attend YMCA camps and other 
programs. 

The club has been selling trees at 
Highland National for at least the last 
15 years, Dotson said. The Midway tree 
lot will reportedly still be operating this 
year. 

Dotson said that the loss of some vol-
unteer help as a result of reorganization 
at the YMCA and the advancing age of 
club members also were factors in clos-
ing down the Highland National tree lot 
this year. 

“I’m 72 and I’m one of the younger 
members in the club,” he said.

YMCA Service Club shuts down tree lot at Highland National

The YMCA Service Club will not be selling 
trees this year in the parking lot of Highland 
National golf course. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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ramseycounty.us/CareerLabs

Seven locations offering free support for job seekers 
and residents impacted by COVID-19 including:

• Online job search tools and virtual job fairs. 
• Referral to employment and training programs.
• Career planning and assessment information.
• Computers with internet access.
• Copying and printing.

LOOKING FOR WORK DUE TO COVID-19?

RECEIVE FREE JOB SEARCH SUPPORT

COMMUNITY  
CAREER LABS

The following crime incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—Speedway, 1580 Ford Pkwy., 

was robbed at gunpoint at 10:21 p.m. Wednes-
day, November 4.

Burglary—Two residences were burglar-
ized on the 2200 block of Stewart Avenue  
during the evening of October 30-31.

—A commercial burglary was reported on 
the 700 block of South Cleveland Avenue at 
4:30 a.m. Wednesday, November 11.

Theft—Thefts of items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1400 block of Scheffer Avenue on October 
30, on Edgcumbe Road and Shelby Place on 
November 1, the 2500 block of Crosby Farm 
Road on November 1, on Montcalm Court on 
November 7, and the 1700 block of Saunders 
Avenue on November 10.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 
1300 block of Davern Street on October 30, the 
1300 block of West Maynard Drive on October 
31, the 2200 block of West Seventh Street and 
the 600 block of Mount Curve Boulevard on 
November 1, on Montreal and Saint Paul av-
enues on November 1, the 2200 block of West 
Seventh on November 2, the 2000 block of 
Ford Parkway on November 9, the 1300 block 
of Hartford Avenue on November 10, and on 
Finn Street and Ford on November 11.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 1500 block of Randolph Avenue 
at 12:44 a.m. Sunday, November 1.

—Speedway, 232 S. Fairview Ave., was 
robbed at gunpoint at 11:40 p.m. Tuesday,  
November 3.

Burglary—A burglary was reported on 
the 400 block of South Lexington Parkway at 
10:01 a.m. Friday, October 30.

—Four home burglaries were reported 
on November 9, including on the 1700 and 
1900 blocks of Juliet Avenue, the 1800 block 
of Palace Avenue, and the 400 block of South  
Fairview Avenue.  

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
Saint Clair Avenue and Wheeler Street on Oc-
tober 31, the 1400 block of Saint Clair on No-
vember 1, the 1200 block of Edgcumbe Road 
on November 6, the 200 block of South Albert 
Street and the 2100 block of Juliet Avenue on 
November 10, and two vehicles on the 2000 
block of Grand Avenue on November 11.

Mendota Heights
Theft—A suspect was arrested after police 

discovered him parked in a stolen vehicle in 
a park on the 1700 block of Lilac Lane at 1:15 
a.m. Friday, November 6. 

—Thefts from vehicles were reported on 
the 1700 block of James Road and the 1300 
block of Second Street on November 6, and the 
2100 block of Fox Place on November 8.

Assault—A road rage incident was report-
ed on Dodd Road and Marie Avenue at 3:07 
p.m. Monday, November 2. The victim said 
that after he passed another vehicle, the sus-
pect began tailgating him, then got out of the 
car and assaulted him.

—An assault with a gun was reported on 
the 1400 block of Mendota Heights Road at 
6:02 a.m. Monday, November 9. 

Miscellaneous—Officers responded to a 
report of people dragging another person out 
of a vehicle on the 900 block of Highway 13 
at 1:27 a.m. Saturday, November 7. One of the 
males was arrested for DWI.

Merriam Park
Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-

ported on the 1500 block of Marshall Avenue 
at 10:35 a.m. Thursday, November 5.

—Burglaries were reported on the 2200 
block of Marshall Avenue and the 100 block of 
Montrose Place on November 7, and the 2000 
block of Gilbert Avenue on November 10.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 2100 block of Selby Avenue and the 1700 
block of University Avenue on October 30, the 
2200 block of Riverwood Place on November 
2, the 1900 block of Iglehart Avenue on No-
vember 7, the 2100 block of Marshall Avenue 
and the 400 block of North Roy Street on 
November 8, the 400 block of North Wheel-
er Street and the 1700 block of Ashland Av-
enue on November 10, and the 1800 block of  
University Avenue on November 11.

Summit Hill
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 900 block of Goodrich Avenue 
at 6:33 p.m. Wednesday, November 4.

Burglary—A residential break-in was re-
ported on the 1100 block of Goodrich Avenue 
at 1:30 a.m. Friday, November 6.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
Chatsworth Street and Grand Avenue on  
November 7, and the 1100 block of Grand on 
November 10.

Summit-University
Burglary—A residential burglary was re-

ported on the 600 block of Laurel Avenue at 
3:21 p.m. Wednesday, November 4.

—A home break-in was reported on the 
1000 block of Portland Avenue at 5:52 p.m. 
Sunday, November 8.

Theft—Three vehicles were reported sto-

len on the 700 block of Holly Avenue between 
October 30-November 2. Other vehicles were 
reported stolen on the 300 block of North 
Lexington Parkway and the 100 block of Kent 
Street on November 8, and the 600 block of 
Laurel Avenue on November 10. 

—A theft of items valued at more than 
$1,000 was reported stolen from a vehicle 
on Farrington Street and Selby Avenue on  
Monday, November 2.

Sex crime—Rapes were reported on the 
400 block of Marshall Avenue on November 
2, and the 300 block of North Victoria Street 
on November 5.

Assault—Aggravated assaults with weap-
ons were reported on the 800 block of Dayton 
Avenue on November 2, and the 300 block of 
North Dale Street on November 10.

West End
Robbery—Robberies at gunpoint were 

reported on the 400 block of Spring Street 
on November 4, and on Chestnut Street and  
Eagle Parkway on November 7.

Burglary—Burglaries were reported on the 
200 block of Grand Avenue on October 30, the 
100 block of Forbes Avenue on October 31, the 
800 block of Jefferson Avenue on November 1 
and 2, the 800 block of Montreal Avenue on 
November 1 and 3, and the 900 block of West 
Seventh Street on November 2.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
Goodrich and Smith avenues on October 29, 
the 200 block of South Exchange Street on 
November 1, the 600 block of Canton Street 
on November 2, the 1700 block of Race Street 
on November 6, and the 300 block of Arbor 
Street on November 8 and 10.

Assault—An aggravated assault at gun-
point was reported on the 700 block of Otto 
Avenue at 7:45 p.m. Wednesday, November 4.

Crime Report

Does al l  of  this t ime at home have you needinn  more space? 
 nterest rates are at historic lows and we can help you make 

a smart and safe move.  Let us use our years of  experience 
and knowledne to net you settled into a new home 

that works better for you.

Each Office  ndependently Owned and Operated

marti@reidellestey.combob@reidellestey.com
M A R T T  E S T E YBO B  R E T D E L L

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy 
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

767 Osceola Street -  $750,000 2048 Portland Avenue -  $514,900 

1450 Bidwell  Street #304 -  $164,900 

319 Ramsey Street -  $849,900 1945 Rome Avenue -  $730,000 

JUST

LISTED!

594 Warwick Street -  $499,900
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we know the 
way home

651.228.9102     
authconst.com

740 Grand Ave
mn license #Bc005210

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 Drycleaning
          Some exclusions, expires 12/15/20. 
       Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri
9am-5pm

Naturally Beautiful
Flowers & Plants

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

651-291-2655
LeitnersStPaul.com

945 Randolph Ave St. Paul

By Anne Murphy

Norita Dittberner-Jax’s new collection 
of poetry, Now I Live Among Old Trees 
(Nodin Press), is deeply rooted in 

love—love for her late husband, Eugene, and 
for Saint Paul with its oak trees on Goodrich 
Avenue and maple trees on Lombard Avenue. 

In this, her sixth poetry collection, 
Dittberner-Jax reflects on the last year of 
her husband’s fight with ALS and her own 
diagnosis with cancer while she was caring 
for him. Beyond that, she reflects upon her 
new life without him in the city that still 
invigorates her. 

Her previous work, Crossing the Waters, 
which won a 2018 Midwest Book Award 
for poetry, recounts the waves of disbelief, 
devastation, acceptance and ultimate 
determination she experienced with 
her husband’s fatal illness. As with that 
collection, Dittberner-Jax said she hopes 
readers will benefit from her new book. 

“I’m finding that the book has hit a nerve 
for many people who are either caregiving 
parents or spouses, or have dealt with 
sickness and loss themselves,” she said. 
“I hope the book shows the arc of grief 
gradually moves to acceptance and even joy. 
I didn’t set out to do anything didactic. I just 
wrote the poems as they came.”

And the poems for Now I Live Among Old 
Trees came quite naturally. “The Eugene 
Letters” in the collection came afterward, 
but also quite naturally, Dittberner-Jax said, 
referring to the series of letters she penned to 
and for her husband. 

“It was so terrible for me to have the cancer 
diagnosis in the middle of his ALS,” she said. 
“I said to the doctors, ‘You have to take care 
of this fast because I have to see this guy 
out.’ Those poems came while I was going 
through it, but I put them aside at the time. 
I just packed them away with my wig. And 
when I saw that this was a book, I brought 
them out. I’m pleased at how it worked out. I 
think they needed to be there.”

After her husband’s diagnosis, the couple 
moved from their beloved Goodrich Avenue 
home. “Actually, we were going to move to a 
condo on Goodrich, but Gene needed a living 
situation that was adaptable to his illness 
and we found that in Lilydale,” she said.

Today Dittberner-Jax is back in Saint Paul, 
in Highland Park, with a cottonwood visible 

from her windows. That tree she has named 
Prosper. Nearby at Lexington Parkway and 
Montreal Avenue, she found the tree that is 
pictured on the cover of Now I Live Among Old 
Trees.

“My daughter, Jessica Johnston, is a 
photographer,” she said. “She and I went out 
over the summer looking at trees. I thought 
we had the right photo and I sent it to my 
publisher and he said those trees aren’t old, 
so we went back out and found some truly 
old trees.”

In the poem “Now I Live Among Old Trees,” 
Dittberner-Jax recalls her days at what was  
then the College of Saint Catherine: 

The college could have been 
another country, unfamiliar streets,
so many beautiful trees, old
trees, trees allowed to widen into sky
bluer in that part of town.

Dittberner-Jax grew up in Frogtown and 
attended Saint Agnes High School before 
going to Saint Catherine’s to study literature 
and education. Following college, she 
got married and had three children while 
beginning her teaching and writing careers. 

“I taught in a variety of capacities,” she 
said. “I taught preschool Montessori. I was 
a writer-on-loan to the Saint Paul Public 
Schools and later worked briefly at Highland 
Senior High. I taught with the COMPAS 

Writers & Artists in the Schools Program. I 
was at the Perpich Center for the Arts. And I 
taught creative writing for elders at the Saint 
Paul Jewish Community Center. I taught 
right through the life cycle.”

When her youngest child was about 3, she 
said there was a great burgeoning of writing 
in the Twin Cities. “I came into that at a 
very good time,” she said. “There was a lot 
of literary activity. I started to write and get 
some poems published. But it wasn’t easy. I 
think it took at least 10 years to get my first 
book published.”

Dittberner-Jax said one thing that really 
made a difference when she came to writing 
poetry was that there were mainly male poets 

before. “That had changed very much by the 
time I came into it,” she said.  

From the beginning, Dittberner-Jax said, 
she always kept a journal. “I wrote so many 
times that ‘It’s hard to write when you have 
three children,’” she said. “I would start a 
new journal and would put that at the top. 

“What I found was that teaching and 
writing kept me resilient,” she said. 
“When my teaching wasn’t going well, I 
concentrated on my writing and when my 
writing wasn’t going well, I concentrated on 
my teaching.”

Now, during the pandemic, Dittberner-
Jax said, is a financially challenging time for 
writers, publishers and bookstores. 

“There are no in-person readings and 
I miss that,” she said. “You could go to a 
reading, see friends, buy a book, hear a poet 
or author and be in bed by 10 p.m. Now I go 
to Zoom readings. While that’s good, it was 
better going to a bookstore. Still, we have 
opportunities.”

Most immediately, that includes a 
virtual reading with other authors at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, December 10, hosted by Next 
Chapter Booksellers. For the Zoom link, visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com/event/2020-12.

Norita Dittberner-Jax has returned to her native Saint Paul and has come out with a new collection of 
poetry, Now I Live Among Old Trees. Photo by Brad Stauffer

Shelter from above
Dittberner-Jax finds comfort being  
nestled anew under city’s canopy

“I hope the book shows 
the arc of grief gradually 
moves to acceptance and 
even joy. I didn’t set out 
to do anything didactic. 
I just wrote the poems as 

they came.”
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We Recommend Books.

nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

We are open for shopping by appointment.
Visit www.nextchapterbooksellers.com for details.

Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host free online readings and dis­
cussions with authors Adam Falkner and 
his poetry collection, The Willies, at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 1; Fred Guttenberg and 
his book, Find the Helpers: What 9/11 and 
Parkland Taught Me About Recovery, Purpose & 
Hope, at 7 p.m. Thursday, December 3; Jerri 
Chisholm and her dystopian novel for young 
adults, Escaping Eleven, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 8; Rachel Gold and her novel, 
Synclair, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, December 
9; and poet Margaret Hasse and illustrator 
Sharon DeMark and their new collection, 
Shelter, at 7 p.m. Thursday, December 10. To 
register, visit nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Music
“French Dreams and Games,” music of 
France during the reigns of Louis XIV and XV, 
will be streamed online at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
December 5. Violinists Miriam Scholz-Carl­
son and Marc Levine, harpsichordist Paul 
Boehnke and viola da gamba player Julie 
Elhard will perform compositions by Marin 
Marais, Antoine Dornel and Jean-Marie 
Leclair that were intended to accompany 
a variety of activities, from the epic to the 
mundane. For tickets or more information, 
visit lyrabaroque.org or call 651-321-2214.

Jazz guitarist Mimi Fox will perform at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, December 5, on the Minnesota 
Guitar Society’s YouTube channel. Fox has 
headlined jazz festivals from Montreal to 
Monterey and composed and performed 
original scores for orchestras, films and 
dance projects. Her December 5 concert will 
feature songs off her 2019 CD, “This Bird Still 

Flies,” an acoustic recording that showcases 
her skills as a composer and performer. The 
concert is free, but donations are welcome. 
Visit mnguitar.org.

“A Copasetic Christmas Carol,” a jazz 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ classic 
holiday story created by Doug Haining and 
Charmin Michelle, will be performed in a 
virtual concert by the Twin Cities Seven at 
7 p.m. Thursday, December 10. Recorded 
live at the Dakota in Minneapolis, the seven 
performers are singer Charmin Michelle, 
Doug Haining on alto and soprano saxo­
phone and clarinet, Steve Wright on trumpet, 
Dave Graf on trombone, Rick Carlson on 
piano, Kent Saunders on guitar, Steve Pikal 
on bass and Trevor Haining on drums. Ben 
Sidran narrates the tale, which uses a suite 
of jazz compositions with “hep cat” lyrics to 
tell of the redemption of Ebeneezer Scrooge. 
The link to the concert is free of charge. Visit 
crowdcast.io/e/5b6zobyl.

“A Bass Viol Journey” featuring selections 
from Schenck’s Nymphs of the Rhine, Gott­
fried Finger’s Pastoralle from Puer Natus in 
Bethlehem, Marais’ Le Bijou and other music 
will be performed online via Zoom by the 
bass viol duo of Eva Lymenstull and Malachai 
Komanoff Bandy at 7 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, December 11-12. For tickets or more 
information, visit lyrabaroque.org or call 651-
321-2214.

Lessons and Carols for Our Time, a 
contemporary take on the British holiday 
tradition, will be performed by the eight-man 
vocal ensemble Cantus in online concerts 
in December. Weaving together poetry and 
song, the program draws upon such classic 
songs as “Silent Night” and “A La Nanita 
Nana,” Franz Biebl’s “Ave Maria”as well as 

modern works by Abbie Betinis and Saunder 
Choi. The first half of the Christmas with 
Cantus program will be available from 7:30 
p.m. Friday, December 11, through 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 13. The second half will 
be available from 7:30 p.m. Friday, December 
18, through 7:30 p.m. Sunday, December 20. 
Tickets are by donation with $20 suggested. 
To receive the link, visit cantussings.org.

Exhibits
Northern Clay Center, 2424 E. Franklin 
Ave., is holding its annual holiday exhibition 
through December 30. Eighty-five artists are 
displaying for show and sale their handmade 
pottery, sculpture and ceramic jewelry. Visit 
northernclaycenter.org or call 612-339-8007.

Find the perfect gift at Landmark Center’s 
Old-Fashioned Holiday Bazaar. The 42nd 
annual event is being held online from 
December 3-13 at landmarkcenter.org/old-
fashioned-holiday-bazaar/. There you will 
find jewelry, household decor, woven and 
wearable art, children’s toys and clothing, 
handmade soaps and lotions, edible goods 
and more. Links to popular holiday music 
will be available along with recipes for a 
festive holiday cocktail and mocktail. 

Theater
Two virtual holiday programs are 
being offered by the Ordway. The Hip Hop 
Nutcracker, contemporary dance set to 
Tchaikovsky’s timeless score, will stream 
at 7 p.m. Friday, November 27. Tickets 
are $20. “Christmas with the Griswolds,” 
a conversation with National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation stars Chevy Chase and 
Beverly D’Angelo, will stream live at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, November 28. Tickets are $25. To 

register, visit ordway.org.

Rhapsody in Black, playwright and actor 
LeLand Gantt’s one-person journey for 
understanding and transcending racism 
in America, is being streamed online by 
the Ordway from November 30 through 
December 6. The screening is free and so is 
the live Q&A with Gantt at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
December 5. Visit ordway.org.

Et cetera
The European Christmas Market has gone 
virtual this year. Instead of the usual festive 
outdoor setting in downtown Saint Paul, 
the market is operating a website with 23 
vendors offering handmade treasures and 
the market’s own limited-edition gift boxes. 
Holiday entertainment is also periodically 
available on European Christmas Market’s 
Facebook page. For more information, visit 
stpaulchristmasmarket.org.

“Keeping the Weather Out,” a how-to 
webinar on winterizing your home, will 
be offered via Zoom from 10 a.m.-noon 
Thursday, December 3. Sponsored by Rethos, 
the class will demonstrate how to seal up 
cracks and drafts, perform basic window and 
door repairs and other simple weatherization 
techniques. The cost is $10 or whatever you 
can afford. To register, visit rethos.org.

A holiday tree-lighting ceremony will kick 
off Union Depot’s seasonal programming 
with an online video special at 7 p.m. Friday, 
December 4. The tree will be lit throughout 
the month of December on the plaza in front 
of Union Depot. The holiday bake sale is also 
online. Small, medium and large bags filled 
with treats and sweets from local vendors 
may be ordered for pickup on December 12. 
Visit uniondepot.org.

Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Equal Housing Opportunity.
OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation    MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

Now reserving, call Dianna today to learn more!
Information Office 
Carondelet Center
1890 Randolph Avenue, Suite 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105

651.432.4940
LexingtonLanding.org

Lexington Landing is a new senior community within the friendly 
Highland Park neighborhood of Saint Paul. Residents will enjoy 
beautifully appointed one-level floor plans with an active, 
maintenance-free lifestyle. 

Select one-bedroom senior apartments still available!

• Maintenance-free living
• Nutritious meals
• Compassionate staff
• Access to supportive services

OPENING SOON
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SPORTS
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Prep sports adjust 
to new world again

 

T he signs had been there for a while. All one had to do 
was watch the news on television or glance at the 
newspaper or the internet. With COVID-19 cases and 

deaths on the rise, Governor Tim Walz found himself backed 
into a corner where no politician wants to be.

Still, it stung when the governor’s pronouncement came on 
November 18 that high school and other youth sports will be 
forced into a four-week lockdown. Some schools were able to 
scramble and get in one last football or volleyball game. For 
people like Highland Park High School athletic director Pat 
Auran who had no teams still competing, it meant a further 
delay in getting students back playing again.

“With the number of teams who had to quarantine, it just 
didn’t work anymore,” Auran said. “If one player comes to 
practice and tests positive, everybody is out for 14 days.” 

The lockdown is currently scheduled to run through 
December 18. Minnesota State High School League bylaws 
state that there must be two weeks of practices before games 
can be played, so that pushes the start of winter sports out to 
at least early January. 

Auran and other Saint Paul City Conference athletic 
directors spent a lot of time on the phone on November 
19 figuring out their what their next steps will be. “We’ll 
probably be limited to just conference games,” Auran said, 
once play resumes. “Historically, that (early January) is when 
the conference started anyway. You might be able to sneak in 
one or two nonconference games.” 

The same is likely to be true for the other local schools in 
other conferences. Time is simply not on their side if there’s 
to be any hope of still holding state tournaments for winter 
sports.

Hockey is tricky because of ice time availability, but Auran 
has an even bigger problem. The Highland boys’ team is now 
an independent. New head coach Brandon Ferraro is still 
hoping to find a conference that will take his team, even if it’s 
just for one season.

The winter prep tournament schedule has some significant 
unknowns. Skiing, for example, is obviously dependent 
on cold weather and snow. That state tournament is 
currently slated for the last weekend in February. Wrestling, 
gymnastics, basketball and hockey are all subject to arena 
availability. Those tournaments are currently slated to be 
jammed together in March and early April. However, those 
dates may have to change when the Timberwolves and Wild 

By Bill Wagner

N ova Classical Academy volley-
ball coach Thomas Dobbs said it 
was fair to say that his team ex-

ceeded expectations in a shortened sea-
son that was cut even shorter by Minne-
sota Governor Tim Walz last week. 

The Knights had two regular-sea-
son games left to play when Walz an-
nounced that all youth sports would 
come to an end after November 20 due 
to a surge in COVID-19 cases. Nova was 
able to squeeze in one last game—a 25-
21, 25-14, 25-13 win at New Life Acad-
emy—the day before the deadline. 

Nova finished the season 8-3 overall 
and 7-2 in the Skyline Conference.

The Knights were expected to be a 
good team this season, but they were 
showing that might have been an un-
derstatement. 

“We’re a great ball control team,” 
Dobbs said. “We don’t have a lot of 
height, but we’re scrappy. We play great 
defense and we never give up on a play.”

The Knights certainly logged their 
share of signature wins throughout the 
fall. One was a tight 3-2 victory at home 
on November 10 over Saint Croix Prep, 
which had beaten Nova by the same 
margin in the second game of the sea-
son. Dobbs liked what he saw in the re-
match. 

“It was a case of us gutting it out and 
not quitting,” he said.

Another big win was a 3-0 pasting in 
an away game against Maranatha Chris-
tian Academy at the end of October. The 
Knights also took the measure of New 
Life Academy 3-1 and Trinity 3-0. 

Their only other losses came against 
conference-leading Concordia Academy 
in mid-October and undefeated Legacy 
Christian on November 16. Despite the 
loss against Legacy, Dobbs was pleased 
in the team’s 25-17, 18-25, 18-25, 24-26 
effort. 

“They play a solid team game and 

have some very talented upperclass-
men,” Dobbs said about the Lady Lions. 
“We tried to get back in it. We just came 
up a little short at the end. However, we 
have only one senior starter and we had 
quite a few players graduate from last 
year’s team.”

The Knights are a squad that plays 
well together and recognizes what win-
ning volleyball is all about. Sophomore 
twin sisters Samantha and Ally Ball are 
two good places to begin with in the 
starting lineup. Ally is a setter and led 
the team with 242 assists and 36 aces, 
and was third with 79 digs. Samantha 
plays outside hitter and led the team 
with 129 kills and was second with  
84 digs. 

Their sister Ava Ball, who is just an 
eighth-grader, plays outside hitter with 
a lot of savvy for a youngster. She led the 
team with 86 digs and was second in 
kills with 113.

Middle hitter Katrine Kompanets, the 

only senior starter, lent good leadership 
to the Knights’ cause and led the team 
with 17 total blocks. Sophomore middle 
hitter Cordelia Thomas is agile and add-
ed 11 total blocks.

Sophomore libero Katya Morse is ex-
plosive and athletic with 68 digs on the 
season, while seniors Maddie Ritenour 
and Tiffany Kabanuk are also defensive 
specialists. Freshman Fern Fisher starts 
on the right side, and also logs time as a 
backup setter.

When it comes to team stats, it doesn’t 
take much to realize just how dominat-
ing Nova has been for most of this sea-
son. Through match 10, the Knights had 
outkilled their opponents by a whop-
ping 274-79 margin, and had a 121-18 
advantage in serving aces. Perhaps most 
impressive of all is that the Knights had 
a 312-161 edge in digs.

According to Dobbs, it was an excit-
ing season. “I’m happy with the way we 
progressed,” he said.

Knights were 
a bright light  
in volleyball  
this season

Sophomore Samantha Ball returns a volley during Nova Classical Academy’s three-game 
sweep of New Life Academy on November 19. Photo by Brad Stauffer

By Bill Wagner

Saint Thomas Academy capped off its un-
defeated football season with a 42-7 vic-
tory over Henry Sibley to claim the Sec-

tion 3AAAAA title at home on November 20.
The game represented the end of an already 

shortened season in which the coronavirus 
prompted change after change in high school 
sports. Instead of playing a section final after 
Thanksgiving, teams had to scramble to wrap 
things up before Governor Tim Walz’s four-
week shutdown of all youth sports took effect 
at the end of the day on November 20.

The top-seeded Cadets were supposed to 
have played second-seeded Apple Valley for 
the section title that day. However, the Eagles 
had to drop out due to COVID-19 concerns. 
Third-seeded Sibley then stepped up into the 
final. The Cadets (6-0) had defeated Sibley (2-
5) earlier this fall, so STA coach Dan O’Brien 

had a good read on what the Warriors would 
be trying to do.

STA came out and showed almost imme-
diately that any thoughts of a Sibley upset 
would be overly optimistic. The Cadets were 
up 21-0 nearing halftime. Sibley did manage 
to get a 76-yard touchdown run from senior 
Cameron Latvis against STA’s almost im-
penetrable defense to make things a little bit 
more interesting at intermission. However, 
that was as close as it would get as the Cadets 
went on to score three more touchdowns in 
the second half.

Sophomore running back Love Adebayo 
and senior running back Danny McFad-
den did most of the damage for the Cadets.  
Adebayo scored on runs of 1 and 10 yards, 
while McFadden scored on runs of 8, 2 and 
73 yards. Both running backs suffered injuries 
this year, but there appeared to be little if any 
rustiness to their game against Sibley.

The other Cadet score came on a 41-yard 
touchdown from senior quarterback Baker 
Reding to classmate Simon Kotok. Junior Seth 

Moore kicked four extra points in the game.

STA’s Love Adebayo scampers into the end zone despite the efforts of Sibley defender Cameron Latvis 
during the Cadets’ 42-7 win for the Section 3AAAAA championship on November 20. Photo by Brad Stauffer
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STA runs past Sibley in section final 
to finish undefeated football season 
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schedules are released.
To quote Bette Davis, “Fasten your seat belts. It’s going to 

be a bumpy ride.” 
 

Time for MIAC presidents to make a decision 
Although university presidents ReBecca Koenig Roloff, 

Suzanne Rivera and Julie Sullivan have all seen their names 
in this newspaper before, this will be their first appearance in 
its sports pages. It’s likely they wish that wasn’t the case, but 
there’s nothing that’s not novel about 2020. 

Roloff is the president of Saint Catherine, Rivera is the new 
boss at Macalester and Sullivan has the same gig at Saint 
Thomas. They and their counterparts at the other MIAC 
schools are scheduled to meet soon to discuss what’s next on 
the horizon for the athletic conference.

The time for equivocating is past. The presidents must 
quickly decide to get on with a winter sports season amid a 
surge in COVID-19 cases or simply call the whole thing off.

There are plenty of precedents the presidents can refer to. 
Eight Division III conferences as well as the Division I Ivy 
League have already put the kibosh on their winter sports 
seasons. Two MIAC colleges—Saint Olaf and Carleton—have 
also announced they’re out. That leaves 11 MIAC schools that 
are still practicing without knowing if their winter sports 
seasons will continue. 

That’s getting tiring.
Hockey players can only work on skating and shooting 

drills, with no scrimmaging or contact allowed. Basketball 
teams can practice, but no scrimmaging can take place. The 

other noncontact sports, such as swimming and track/field, 
are also holding practices with restrictions.

While they’re doing so, the athletes can only look longingly 
at other leagues, such as the Big Ten, WCHA and NCHC, that 
are starting to play games and wonder why they’re still stuck 
in neutral. 

The coaches can only tell their teams so many times to 
behave and practice distancing, wear masks, etc. You’re 
talking about restricting 18- to 21-year-olds.

As one college coach put it, “You’re asking social butterflies 
not to use their wings.”

For those reasons, the presidents need to make a decision 
soon. Going through with an abbreviated season has obvious 
risks—and money—involved. Constant testing for the 
coronavirus is not cheap. Scheduling needs to be completed 
ASAP. The NCAA winter tournament dates are set and won’t 
likely be changed. 

As has been the case with governors and mayors this year, 
there is a time when you either fish or cut bait. It’s now time 
for the MIAC college presidents to do the same. The winter 
holidays are fast approaching. The players and coaches have 
done their jobs about as well as could be hoped.

Make a decision and move on, folks. 

Bad Behavior 101 
Do you ever wonder why athletics produce so many bad 

apples? It’s because players see what some coaches do and 
think it is OK to act out. 

Consider the silliness shown by Iowa’s Kirk Ferentz 
and Minnesota’s P.J. Fleck in their November 13 game in 
Minneapolis. Fleck went first, drawing a 15-yard penalty for 

running on the field to protest a call against his team. It was 
selfish and stupid because it ended up knocking the Gophers 
out of field goal range.

With the game winding down and Iowa ahead 35-0, 
Minnesota had a chance to get a late score and avoid a 
shutout at home. Fleck, quite properly, called a timeout to set 
up a play to get the possible score.

Not to be outdone, Ferentz then called three consecutive 
timeouts. Minnesota did score the touchdown it wanted. As 
odd as it may sound to some folks, 35-7 is still better than 
35-0. Asked about the timeouts afterward, Ferentz offered a 
boorish comment about not wanting to allow the Gophers on 
the scoreboard.

Coaches, even at the Division I level, are supposed to be 
teachers and role models. One wonders what kind of lesson 
was learned on that night. 

Fleck, for example, could have chosen the verbal route 
that the late and legendary Saint John’s football coach John 
Gagliardi took one afternoon in Collegeville. The Johnnies 
were involved in a tight tussle when referee Don Wheeler 
flagged an SJU player for holding. Gagliardi was upset and 
demanded a conference. Wheeler went over to the sideline, 
explained the call and told Gagliardi the game would now 
resume without further discussion. Gagliardi fumed some 
more and finally yelled at Wheeler in a voice that could be 
heard in the Saint John’s Abbey, “You stink!”

Wheeler dropped his flag and marched off an additional 15 
yards against the Johnnies. He then looked over at Gagliardi 
and calmly asked, “How do I smell from here, John?”

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Holiday of Hope—The public is invited to check out the 
Highland Business Association’s holiday displays in Highland 
Village, including a newly erected holiday tree on the south-
west corner of Ford Parkway and Cleveland Avenue. 

Lexington Parkway extension—Ramsey County is in the 
process of extending Lexington Parkway to connect to Shepard 
Road. A virtual open house to hear from project staff, ask ques-
tions and offer comments will be held from 5-6 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 1. Register at tinyurl.com/lexingtonpkwy. For more 
information, visit ramseycounty.us/LexingtonExtension.

Highland Bridge park names—The Saint Paul Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation is seeking ideas for naming the 
four city-owned parks that will become part of the Highland 
Bridge development. Suggestions may be submitted to Ellen 
Stewart at ellen.stewart@ci.stpaul.mn.us by March 1. Learn 
more at bit.ly/10282020Meeting.

Upcoming online meetings—Community Engagement 
Committee, 7 p.m. Monday, November 30; and Community 
Development Committee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 8. All 
HDC meetings are currently being conducted online via Zoom. 
Links to the meetings are posted on the HDC’s website. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Shop locally this holiday season—The Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council and Macalester College’s High 
Winds Fund are encouraging customers to patronize small 
local businesses this holiday season. Between November 28 
(Shop Small Saturday) and December 19, those who make 
three purchases from Macalester-Groveland businesses may 
enter a drawing to win one of five $100 gift cards. Full entry 
details are available on the website.

Show your neighborhood pride—Locally designed Ma-
calester-Groveland T-shirts can be ordered online for home 
delivery. The shirts come in kiwi, heather indigo and dark 
heather in a variety of sizes. Visit macgrove.org/tshirt.

Join the snow team—Volunteers are needed to help keep 
the community council’s organics recycling drop-off site on 
Grand Avenue free from snow and ice this winter. Volunteers 

can expect to shovel two or three times during the season, 
or fewer if enough people sign up. Learn more or register by 
emailing mgcc@macgrove.org.

Century plaque—The owners of homes and businesses in 
the Macalester-Groveland neighborhood that were built in 
1925 or before are eligible to purchase an engraved plaque for 
their building to identify its age. Order by November 30 to re-
ceive one by the holidays by visiting macgrove.org/100years. 

Upcoming online meetings—Housing and Land Use Com-
mittee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, November 25, via Zoom. Email 
alexa@macgrove.org for meeting information or learn more 
at macgrove.org/development. There are no council board or 
committee meetings in December.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Crime awareness—The Summit Hill Association has in-
troduced a new crime awareness page on its website. The 
page includes a list of police reports from Summit Hill that is 
updated weekly. It also includes a list of the city’s emergency 
and nonemergency phone numbers that residents can call to 
report suspicious activity, as well as nuisance incidents such 
as illegally parked cars and noise complaints. The page is at 
summithillassociation.org/crime-prevention.

Conversation on racism—The SHA’s Racial Dialogue & 
Action Committee will host a virtual “Community Conversa-
tion: A Dialogue about Race, Anti-Racism and More” at 7 p.m. 
Monday, November 30. The session will be facilitated by local 
artists, writers and performers Shá Cage and E.G. Bailey. A link 
to the event is on the SHA’s calendar page on its website.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Park improvements—The Union Park District Council’s 
Environment and Parks Committee makes recommendations 
for the spending of city park funds for both capital improve-
ments and programs. Those who see a need at their neighbor-
hood park can help make it better by filling out a funding re-
quest at tinyurl.com/y24zvvg2.

Upcoming online meetings—Neighborhood Involve-
ment Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, November 30; board of 
directors, 7 p.m. Wednesday, December 2; and Transportation 

Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, December 14. For information 
on joining any of the Zoom meetings, email wako@union-
parkdc.org or click the links at unionparkdc.org/calendar.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Board update—On November 9, the West Seventh/Fort 
Road Federation board of directors approved a resolution in 
support of the Saint Paul Public Library in upcoming city bud-
get deliberations. The board supported a variance for a home 
business at 284 Nugent St. It also reviewed a draft of an up-
dated fiscal sponsor policy for the Fort Road Federation.

Yard signs—Orders are still being accepted for yard signs 
with the message “West 7th Believes: Black Lives Matter, Fort 
Road Together, LGBTQ Lives Matter, Women’s Rights are Hu-
man Rights, Immigrants & Refugees are Welcome, All Abilities 
are Celebrated.” Order at fortroadfederation.org/yardsign.

Virtual trivia night—A West Seventh virtual trivia fund-
raiser will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, December 10. Neighbors 
are being invited to test their knowledge of the history of the 
West Seventh area. A traveling trophy from local KRL Foundry 
will be awarded to the winning team. Individual and team 
tickets are available for purchase on its website.

Upcoming virtual meetings—Transportation and Land 
Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 2; Joint Riv-
erview Task Force, 6 p.m. Thursday, December 3; and board 
of directors, 7 p.m. Monday, December 14. Links to the Zoom 
meetings can be found at fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

District Councils

15b wright call

O’Brien singled out several defensive play-
ers for their performance in the win. Senior 
defensive tackle Oscar Berg got after it well, as 
did senior inside linebacker Jamie Smith, se-
nior defensive back Ryan Creamer and soph-
omore inside linebacker Jackson Cercioglu. 
Smith led the team in tackles for the game.

Despite the victory, O’Brien said his play-

ers were quite emotional in the locker room 
afterward, especially the seniors who had to  
deal with the fact that their season would not 
include the chance to compete for a state title, 
despite their undefeated record. 

“It was a strange year,” O’Brien said. “Our 
kids have gone through a lot of adversity, and 
it’s been tough. We were just lucky to have a 
chance to play.”

He pointed out that there were some teams 

that weren’t so lucky because of the virus.  
Andover, another undefeated squad this year, 
was unable to even play for a section title  
because it ran out of healthy opponents to 
compete against.

The Cadets met every test they were faced 
with this fall. They defeated Mahtomedi in a 
thrilling game that went to four overtimes in 
week three. And they shut out a stout Apple 
Valley team 15-0 in an exciting battle between 

two teams that both had good offensive and 
defensive lines. 

In the second half of the Apple Valley con-
test, O’Brien said he noticed that the Cadets 
started to impose their will a little more.  
And the STA defense was its usually domi-
nating self as the Eagles couldn’t sustain any 
drives.

The Cadets finished the season having out-
scored their opponents 214-63.

15b STA over sibley
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CLASSIFIEDS

home improvement
PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 651-
917-2881 or email mikeproteam 
paintingplus@gmail.com

home serviceS    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work. 
Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
#BC635082. Licensed/Insured. 
Snow and ice dam removal. Stop 
leaks. Roofing. Total Remodeling: 
Basements to Chimneys. 20% Senior 
Discount. BBB Listed, also Angie’s 
List. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581.

home serviceS   
*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 

ANDREPAIR.COM*
Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair and 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. 
Get it fixed right! Specializing in 
work for seniors. 651-208-5996. 
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul. 
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE. 
Competitive rates. 30+ years.
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete 
hardscaping/landscaping services.  
Free estimates. Licensed. Insured. 
References. phminc@frontier 
net.net or www.MurphysLawn 
AndLandscape.com

SNOW REMOVAL. SEASONAL CLEAN-
UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. Lawn 
Service. Free estimates. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

housecleaning
N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years in 
business. A rated on Angie’s List. Back 
to School specials. $25 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. Rita, 612-414-9241.

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

COMMERCIAL CLEANING
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

PERSONAL SERVICE
Organizing, sorting, packing, and un-
packing. $30/hour. 612-208-9698.

computer/internet/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

Tech Services and Training for Phone 
and Computer. Learn features on your 
too-smart phone, MS Office, trouble-
shooting, how to build a website. 
$30/hour. 612-208-9698.

EDUCATION/TUTORING
MATH TUTOR: Experienced, and (de-
spite a Ph.D.) creative, understanding, 
and patient. Taught and tutored stu-
dents 4th grade through college. I 
emphasize understanding over rote 
memorization. Call David, 612- 
804-0704 or brokk001@umn.edu

office/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

FOR SALE
FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% oak, 
2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $165, unless bigger quantity. 
Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

REAL ESTATE WANTED  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time 
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions. 
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

wanted to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local references. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BONDED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

home improvement
ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Walks, drives, 
patios, steps, brickwork and repairs. 
Resurface walls. Mark, 763-607-3941.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED & FAIR 
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH 
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’ 
experience in custom space plan-
ning, fixture and finish selec-
tions. Gail Jacobson, Allied ASID. 
References available. 612-310-7069. 
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

SNOW/LAWN/LANDSCAPE
THE BEST Residential Snow Removal 
Services. Seasonal contracts starting 
as low as $280/month. Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping. 651-227-2584 
or www.BluhmBrothers.com

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal. 
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect 
your roof. Ryan, 651-690-3956. 
PatesRoofing.com

FLS. Lawn & Snow. Commercial. 
Residential. 651-442-0993. Freddies 
lawnandsnow.com

URBANSCAPE RESIDENTIAL SNOW 
SHOVELING SERVICE. WALKWAYS AND 
GARAGE PADS. VARIABLE SERVICE 
PLANS AVAILABLE. CALL MARTEY FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE. 651-917-7982.

SHOVELING. Macalester area only. 
Daily, weekly, monthly rates. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

LAWN & SNOW Service. Driveways 
and gutters. Highland, Macalester-
Groveland. Mark, 651-690-5227.

ROOF SNOW and ice removal. 
GUTTER CLEANING. Licensed, insured; 
#BC126373. Burton’s Rain Gutter 
Service, 651-699-8900.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

Classified & Legal Ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: December 9 . . . . . . . . Deadline: December 2

651-699-1462
WantAds@MyVillager.com

Our readers need help with 
snow removal: shoveling, 
plowing, ice dam removal 
and the other chilly chores 
of winter.

Advertise your snow 
removal services in 
our economically priced 
Classified Ads.

DECEMBER 9 DeADline DeCeMBeR 2

DECEMBER 23 DeADline DeCeMBeR 16

januaRy 6 DeADline DeCeMBeR 30

WINTER IS HERE!
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SERVICE DIRECTORY for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

LARGE STUDIO on South Cleveland 
Avenue. 2 blocks to Village. On Bus. 
AC, assigned off-street parking, elec-
tric range, microwave. Large sliding 
door closets, carpet, storage closet & 
laundry. Controlled entrance. $895/
month plus electricity. Call 651- 
324-2573.

REGENCY CONDO FOR RENT. 1 
Bedroom + Den/Office. 2 Bath. 
Sunroom. Laundry. Indoor Parking. 
Heat Paid. Many Amenities. $1495. 
Call 651-208-0072 for Information.

for rent - COMMERCIAL
GRAND AVENUE. Newly renovated 1-2 
person professional office suites. 
Ideal for consultants, therapist, body-
work, etc. Priced from $350-$600. 
Visit OxfordSquareOnGrand.com for 
details. Contact Sue Sauter, 612- 
824-7000, ext. 32.

OFFICE SPACE in Merriam Park church. 
Ground floor. 250 sq. ft. $325/month. 
If interested, call Bob, 651-263-3468. 
No retail.

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: Dancers Studio. 2. 
List the Principal Place of Business: 
99 Snelling Ave St. Paul MN 55104 USA. 
3. List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed 
Name, OR if an entity, provide the 
legal corporate, LLC, or Limited 
Partnership name and registered of-
fice address: Kathryn M Bratt; 731 St. 
Anthony Avenue St. Paul MN 55104 

WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, custom 
greeting cards, newsletters, catalogs, 
brochures, etc. Fast, reasonable and 
local. 25+ years’ experience. For more 
details, text 612-860-5137 or visit 
VelvetElvis.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

music instruction
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

PUPPIES FOR SALE
FOR SALE. 9 weeks old. 1 Great 
Pyrenees Anatolian Shepard female 
and 2 Great Pyrenees males. $1500 
your choice. Must retain a relation-
ship ongoing. Joey, 612-759-0619.

home/health provider
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE THERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

CHILD CARE
LICENSED CHILD care. Now has 2 in-
fant spots open, 4 available spots 
open in all. Jeanne Masanz. 651- 
332-4444. Near Smith High Bridge.

HELP WANTED
MOHS TAX SERVICE, 1771 Ford Parkway, 
St. Paul, is hiring for the upcoming tax 
season. Fax resume to 651-699-8638 
or call 612-721-2026.

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow the

Villager
on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M
LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

We service most makes 
and sell NEW!

SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website:  www.merriamparkrepair.com

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 
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Serving area since 1973

651699-8900
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SERVICE DIRECTORYperson(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized me 
to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I fur-
ther certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the in-
formation in this document is true 
and correct and in compliance with 
the applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by sign-
ing this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath.
SIGNED BY: Kathryn Bratt
MAILING ADDRESS: None Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: yolanda 
4life@me.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: The Beauty Lounge 
2. List the Principal Place of Business: 
658 Grand Ave Suite 203 St Paul 
MN 55105 USA 3. List the name and 
complete street address of all per-
sons conducting business under the 
above Assumed Name, OR if an entity, 
provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Julie A Guzman; 
1821 Howard St N Maplewood MN 
55109 USA 4. I, the undersigned, cer-
tify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: November 9, 2020 Signed 
by: Julie Guzman Mailing Address: 
None Provided Email for Official 
Notices: thebeautylounge@msn.com

USA. Gordon P Bratt; 731 St. Anthony 
Avenue St. Paul MN 55104 USA 4. I, the 
undersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent of 
the person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized me 
to sign this document on his/her be-
half, or in both capacities. I further 
certify that I have completed all re-
quired fields, and that the informa-
tion in this document is true and 
correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath. Date filed: 
October 5, 2020. Signed by: Kathryn 
M. Bratt MAILING ADDRESS: 731 St. 
Anthony Avenue St. Paul MN 55104 
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: 
yolanda4life@me.com

Office of the Minnesota Secretary of 
State
Minnesota Limited Liability Com-
pany/Articles of Organization
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 322C
The individual(s) listed below who 
is (are each) 18 years of age or older, 
hereby adopt(s) the following Ar-
ticles of Organization:
ARTICLE 1 - LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY NAME: Dancers Studio LLC
ARTICLE 2 - REGISTERED OFFICE AND 
AGENT(S), IF ANY AT THAT OFFICE:
Name: Gordon Bratt
Address: 731 Saint Anthony Avenue 
Saint Paul MN 55104 USA
Name: Kathryn Bratt
Address: 731 Saint Anthony Avenue 
Saint Paul MN 55104 USA
ARTICLE 3 - DURATION: PERPETUAL
ARTICLE 4 - ORGANIZERS:
Name: Kathryn Bratt
Address: 731 Saint Anthony Avenue 
Saint Paul MN 55104 USA
If you submit an attachment, it will 
be incorporated into this document. 
If the attachment conflicts with the 
information specifically set forth in 
this document, this document su-
persedes the data referenced in the 
attachment.
By typing my name, I, the under-
signed, certify that I am signing this 
document as the person whose sig-
nature is required, or as agent of the 

HageConcrete.com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

HELP
WANTED

Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for

 both employee and independent 
contractor positions.

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Name

Address

City

State

Zip+4

Phone

Email

DELIVERY ADDREss ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

• news and events
• arts and entertainment
• economic development
• crime and fire reports

• sports and recreation
• health and fitness
• politics and government
• home improvements

With the Villager moving from free distribution to paid subscriptions 
and delivery by U.S. Mail, NOW is the time to join the thousands of 
readers who have already signed on as subscribers.

To them, we offer our sincere thanks for their loyalty and support. 
To you, we offer the opportunity to continue to receive the Villager 
in print, online and on Facebook so that you can stay connected to 
the neighborhood you call home.

Neighborhood news and information is of growing importance these 
days, but producing it isn’t cheap. Your subscription will help insure 
that the Villager continues to publish the neighborhood news and 
information most vital to you.

BUY YOUR ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST $5988

SUPPORT
YOUR

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWSPAPER!

BUY YOUR ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST $5988

To pay with check: Villager subscription, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116
To pay with credit card: please visit our website at MyVillager.com *Non-refundable THANK YOU!

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

WINTER IS THE TIME!!
to prune oak, apple and most other trees and shrubs

651-699-7022 Certified 
Arborist www.rogertree.com



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

CLAirE biSAnZ DiStAD
651-307-7260

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

GAry fAbEL
651-334-3659

HEnry EDELStEin
651-270-1667

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

kArEn kELJik
612-414-3245

SArAH kinnEy
651-282-9621

mikE JAmbor
612-889-9773

AnitA C. HiLL
651-707-6408

myA HonEyWELL
tHE HivE

651-329-3619

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

LoLLy mCnEELy
SALmEn

612-810-4138

PAtriCk rubLE
651-230-0903

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

JoE ovErHAuG
651-338-2639

briAn WAGnEr, m.ED.
651-497-4387

miCHAELA tooHEy
651-253-6830

bryAn bEDESSEm
612-382-8415

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

tJ PiErrEt
651-755-6669

DAviD noyES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

 

     

100 Lexington Pkwy n, Saint PauL, Mn 55104
Gorgeous duplex in the heart of Saint 
Paul’s best neighborhood and boasts 
old world elegance with soaring ceil-
ings, original woodwork, 
hardwood floors and stained 
glass windows.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $425,000

163 Virginia Street, Saint PauL, Mn 55102
Beautiful Victorian with old world character 
and quality updates! Large front porch leads 
into an expansive foyer with sweeping open 
staircase-amazing mill work 
and detail!   
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $700,000

643 SuMMit aVenue, Saint PauL, Mn 55105
Lovely red brick row house has southwest 
exposure over historic Summit Avenue. 
Bright and airy with designer finishes and 
modern amenities throughout, 
allowing easy transition to 
low-maintenance lifestyle.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      MyA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $725,000

Light-FiLLed highLand Condo!    
Beautiful windows & skylights in this 2 BR/2BA 
condo in the heart of Highland Park.  Hrdwd floors, 
new carpet in BR’s, & quiet balcony.  Elevator and 
two underground parking spots! Unit 306 at 605 
Snelling. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
MiCHAelA tooHey 
PHiliP wAHlberG 
651-282-9617
$289,900

hiStoriC theodore SheLdon ManSion! 
This fully restored home lives like a magazine--with 
detail and design like no other. Enjoy the combina-
tion of original built-ins, window shutters, pocket 
doors, hrdwd flooring, along with 
all of the amenities of today.
www.HistoricRedWing.com

kristA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $895,000

Condo LiVing in CathedraL hiLL!    
This first floor condo features high ceilings, beautiful 
wdwrk, generous spaces, natural light and newly 
refinished hrdwd flrs. You’ll love the updated kitchen 
with plenty of cabinet space that 
opens to the formal dining room.
www.ArundelCondo.com

kristA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $299,900

CaSuaL eLeganCe & Main FLoor LiVing!    
You’ll find main floor living at its best with a 
spacious main floor master suite, family room 
off the kitchen, and bright rooms with floor to 
ceiling windows. Architectural 
details found throughout.
www.NorthOaksDream.com

kristA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $935,000

1369 SkiLLMan aVe. weSt/new in roSeViLLe! 
Great location for refurbished 3 bed-
rooms, 2 full bath rambler. All new kitchen, 
baths, beautiful floors. Main floor family 
room with wood burning fire-
place walls out to deck and 
porch. Lovely! Call Lolly for 
details 612-810-4138.

lolly MCneely sAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $375,000

1400 SuMMit  
Enchanting Gingerbread Tudor. 4BR’s, 5BA’s 
with formal and informal gathering areas. State 
of the art improvements and high end finishes 
include new boiler, furnace & central air, slate 
roof & copper gutters, and an incredible kitchen.
lolly MCneely sAlMen 
612-810-4138 • $1,200,000
MorAGHAn DerosiA
952-486-3697 • $1,200,000

1466 red Cedar 
So many possibilities! Enjoy this lovely home 
as-is or remodel to your liking. This spa-
cious home features large living spaces, two 
fireplaces, 4 generous bed-
rooms all on the same level, 
and lower level workshop. 
mmderosia@cbburnet.com

MorAGHAn DerosiA 
952-486-3697 • $369,900

new LiSting!!! 
Delightful home that features original charm 
details with modern updates! 2BRs on the 
main floor, updated kitchen & BA and room to 
expand in the second level with 
a 3rd bedroom or master suite! 
2 car garage. Lovely gardens. 
mmderosia@cbburnet.com

MorAGHAn DerosiA 
952-486-3697

535 aShLand aVe! 
Unique condo in highly desirable Cathedral 
Hill! This 2BR, 2BA condo features large liv-
ing spaces, original details & woodwork 
throughout. Includes sepa-
rate garage. Beautifully main-
tained building & grounds. 
mmderosia@cbburnet.com

MorAGHAn DerosiA 
952-486-3697 • $239,900

aMazing townhoMe!!!
902 Highview Circle S: Spacious 4 bed-
room custom designed townhome offer-
ing entertainment sized living and dining 
rooms, two king sized mas-
ter bedroom suites, family 
sized kitchen. 6242 finished 
square feet.    
         JiM burton
  651-690-8556 • $895,000

iMPreSSiVe!!!
2155 Bayard: Stunning 3 bedroom Tudor 
style in impeccable condition, updated 
kitchen with large eating area and high 
end appliances, fabulous 
2nd floor bedroom with ideal 
space for a bath, delightful 
rear porch and deck.    
         JiM burton
  651-690-8556 • $449,900

FabuLouS LotS!!!
2130 & 2134 Lower St. Dennis: Two 
fabulous building sites in this unique 
wooded site. Each lot is 1.43 acres offer-
ing a large building pad.

     

          JiM burton
651-690-8556 • $550/600K

dare to dreaM!
Enjoy panoramic treetop views from this sophisti-
cated 3BR, 5BA penthouse condo. Over 7,400 sq. 
ft. of luxurious living w/walls of windows & elegant 
formal spaces. Fireplace, owner’s 
suite, inground pool, 5-gar stalls. 
1830 Eagle Ridge Drive #3010. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry eDelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $350,000

briMMing with CharM!    
Captivating 4BR, 2BA classic is accented with 
a sparkling sunroom, gleaming hardwood floors, 
fireplace. Formal dining + updated kitchen with 
breakfast nook. Flexible 3rd level, 
inviting porch, new patio, 2-car. 
576 Fairview Avenue. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com

Henry eDelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $414,800

PreStigiouS SuMMit aVenue!    
Enchanting 5BR, 5BA Tudor boasts thoughtful 
updates + original character. Gleaming hardwood, 
rich natural woodwork. Dream kitchen, sunny break-
fast room, owner’s suite, bonus 
3rd level. New roof, attached 
3-car! 1365 Summit Avenue. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

toM eDelstein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $847,000

501 warwiCk Street   
Wonderful Highland Park home is ideally 
located and updated, with three finished 
levels! Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, with 
great spaces for home school 
and home office spaces! Lots 
of private outdoor space too!  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $378,000

Stunning Queen anne ViCtorian!   
Elegant home with many original fea-
tures! Custom kitchen with high-end appli-
ances. Private master suite with gorgeous 
new private bath. Carriage 
house, garage and lovely spa-
cious lot!  940 Portland Ave. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $850,000
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