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S
an Jose’s beloved holiday tradition,
Christmas in the Park, is now open at its
new venue.

Instead of a stroll through downtown’s Plaza
de Cesar Chavez, Christmas in the Park will in‐
stead be a drive‐through event at History Park
on Senter Road. And — like the annual Fantasy
of Lights show at Vasona Park — you have to
reserve a day and time to visit in advance. 

A change in venue for Christmas in the Park,
the first time in its 41‐year history, was re‐
quired because a loss of sponsorship revenue
due to the pandemic, not to mention the lost
vendor and ride income normally taken in dur‐
ing a normal year. 

“People are going to expect to see Christmas
in the Park from a car, and I think they’re going
to be blown away,” he said. “They’re going to
be overwhelmed by how much more there is
to see,” Minsky said.

As a bonus, the regular Christmas in the Park

displays, the historic and replica buildings at
History Park also will be decorated, along with
the illuminated replica of the San Jose Light
Tower. 

“There will be light tunnels, giant snow‐
flakes and hundreds of decorated trees, with

the whole visit choreographed to music. Santa
Claus will be around, too,” said Minsky. 

Drive‑thru pricing 
The pricing for Christmas in the Park drive‐

thru is $20 per vehicle for standard‐sized cars 
See DRIVE‑THRU, page 2

A digital rendering of the pixel light Christmas tree. Photo courtesy of Christmas in the Park.

Still Together,
Safe Together 

By Johanna Villareal
Special to the Times

H
olly Oak Elementary School
custodian, James Herrera is
missing the Holly Oak Ele‐

mentary School students.  
“The campus feels empty with‐

out them,” Herrera said, as he
cleaned off surfaces and areas at
the school where staff members
and teachers still come daily to
conduct distance learning.  

Hererra, who has worked at
Holly Oak for seven years, says
that one of his favorite things

about his job has been seeing the
K‐6 grade students, exchanging
high fives, and listening to them
across the school campus each day.

When the COVID‐19 pandemic
closed schools in the Evergreen
School District in March 2020, and
then the schools opened to dis‐
tance learning in August, Herrera
said that the Holly Oak school
campus definitely felt different
without the students. 

“With our students being on
distance learning since March, the
campus has been empty,” Herrera
said. “I know how students miss
being in school and many of them
have been feeling sad about not
seeing their friends. I thought hav‐

ing human sized cut‐outs would
boost the morale of the communi‐
ty when they come by and visit the
school. That’s when the “Still To‐
gether, Safe Together” school
wide art project began to take
shape.”

Similar to the cardboard cut‐
outs of fans used in the stands at
MLB, NFL and NBA games, for the
“Still Together, Safe Together”
school wide art project, students
were asked to use cardboard to

See CUTOUTS, page 20

Holly Oak Elementary
School students create
cardboard cutouts to fill
campus with school spirit

Holly Oak Custodian James Herrera pauses to pose with some of the welcom-
ing cardboard creations.

Drive-thru Christmas in the Park is now open

COVID-19 RESPONSE

County leaders 
urge vigilance, 
strict compliance
with health orders 
Only 68 Intensive Unit 
Beds available in county

S
anta Clara County leaders
are urging members of the
public to abide by the State

and local health orders and exer‐
cise extreme caution as the Coun‐
ty continues to see surging
COVID‐19 case counts and record
hospitalizations

“As we head into the holiday
season, the way to show family,
friends and fellow Santa Clara
County residents that you care
about them is to not hold large
gatherings with them that can
easily spread the virus,” said
Cindy Chavez, President of the
Santa Clara County Board of Su‐
pervisors. “We are reaching a tip‐
ping point with COVID‐19 num‐
bers and we need to change
course now.”

Available Intensive Care Unit
beds in the county, including Santa

See HEALTH, page 2
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Drive-thru
Continued from page 1
and trucks up to 8 ft. high (no buses or
limos)— from 5 to 10 p.m., and $10 during
“twilight hour” between 4 and 5 p.m. Reser‐
vations are in 15‐minute windows, with
hundreds of cars able to visit in a single day. 

There’s no option to visit during the day
due to the emphasis on illuminated dis‐
plays.

Understanding not all families can afford

the admission; Minsky said tickets also are
being distributed through nonprofit part‐
ners including Somos Mayfair and Catholic
Charities. You can donate to sponsor anoth‐
er car when purchasing a ticket. 

Editor’s Note: Do not buy tickets to the
event from individuals. Some have discov‐
ered they purchased duplicate tickets. Be
sure to buy them directly from the official
website. Once tickets are purchased, they
may not be resold. Visit: www.christ‐
masinthepark.com/p/buytickets

Health
Continued from page 1
Clara Valley Medical Center and private
healthcare providers, now number just 68.
Yesterday, on November 24, the County
recorded its highest individual new case
count for a single day with 512 cases re‐
ported and saw its highest number of
COVID‐19 hospitalizations of 197 patients.

“The ability for our hospitals to care for
the most critical patients is a critical con‐
cern when dealing with COVID‐19,” said Dr.
Marty Fenstersheib, COVID‐19 Testing Offi‐
cer for the County of Santa Clara. “The
more we protect ourselves and our fami‐
lies from COVID‐19, the less likely we will

be filling up hospital beds.”
With Thanksgiving week kicking off the

holiday shopping season, the County is uti‐
lizing additional resources to ensure stores
follow the current State purple tier guide‐
lines. Currently, grocery stores must limit
capacity to 50% and clothing and retails
stores (including malls) must limit capacity
to 25%. The Santa Clara County Fire De‐
partment, which has a traditional role in
enforcing capacity issues for fire codes, will
provide much needed support to the Busi‐
ness Compliance Unit’s efforts.

“Businesses have a legal, ethical, and
moral obligation to protect their employ‐
ees and the public,” said Michael Balliet, Di‐
rector of Community and Business Engage‐
ment for the County of Santa Clara.

T
he Choral Project, the award‐win‐
ning, Silicon Valley‐based choir, will
present “Winter's Gifts: Treasures,”

its annual holiday concert collaboration
with the San Jose chamber orchestra on
Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. 

Due to the Covid‐19 pandemic, this
year's concert will take place virtually.

A time‐honored tradition, Winter's Gifts
is a celebration of the holiday season as
told through the artistry of musicians from
The Choral Project and the San Jose Cham‐
ber Orchestra. This year's theme is treas‐

ures, featuring a socially distant and safely
recorded rendition of Ola Gjeilo's "Across
the Vast Eternal Sky." 

The virtual presentation will also include
music from the archives of 16 years of col‐
laboration, celebrating the winter season,
Diwali, Hanukkah, and Christmas.  

For registration and tickets, visit
www.feelitlive.com/experience/music/wi
nter‐s‐gifts:treasures/concerts  

For more information, visit www.choral‑
project.org.

The Choral Project presents
Winter's Gifts: Treasures 
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New ‘Pay What You Can’
promotion is offered

S
tudents of the San Jose State Universi‐
ty Jazz Orchestra will celebrate the
start of the season with Cool Yule, a

live streamed concert from the Hammer
Theatre Center featuring the festive sounds
of classic holiday songs, with a jazzy twist. 

This concert of contemporary jazz will
feature two ensembles performing under
the direction of Grammy Award‐winning
baritone saxophonist and composer Aaron
Lington, streaming directly from the Ham‐
mer via its newly installed high‐definition,
studio‐quality cameras. San Jose will be ex‐
tra chill this holiday season with this di‐
verse group of SJSU music majors’ unique
spin on holiday classics, sure to put audi‐
ences in a mellow holiday mood. Cool Yule
will be live streamed 7:30pm, Wednesday,
December 9. For more information or tick‐
ets (pay‐what‐you‐can), the public may vis‐
it www.hammertheatre.com.

Directed by Dr. Aaron Lington, the San
Jose State University Jazz Orchestra pro‐
vides students with an opportunity to per‐
form traditional and contemporary reper‐

toire from an array of composers spanning
over 50 years of Jazz history. Activate hails,
“SJSU Jazz Orchestra knows a few numbers
of their own. This diverse group of music
majors is well versed in diverse styles‐ from
classical to Afro‐Latin jazz.” Students are
selected for this ensemble by audition only.

Aaron Lington is a Grammy Award‐win‐
ning artist and educator. In 2011, he was
named the “Jazz Educator of the Year” by
the California Music Educators Association.
Cadance Magazine declares, “Lington and
compatriots come up with a wonderful and
totally American jazz sound, [resulting in] a
solid mainstream set based on some sweet
melodic improvisation.”

Owned by the City of San Jose and oper‐
ated by San Jose State University, the Ham‐
mer Theatre Center is a state‐of‐the‐art
performance venue located in the heart of
downtown San Jose at 101 Paseo De San
Antonio, between 2nd and 3rd Streets. The
Hammer’s latest tech innovations, crowd‐
funded by the community and installed
over the summer, will allow the venue to
continue offering its community vibrant
productions through streaming now, while
large public gatherings are prohibited, as

well as in the near future, when only small‐
er groups may be allowed in the audience.
It also offers an alternative for the distant
future, when public gatherings may once
again be prohibited, and/or to provide ac‐
cessibility to those unable to attend a live
event in person. The 528‐seat theatre has
presented an array of offerings including
outstanding professional productions,
community‐based works, SJSU shows, and
concerts, as well as dance, music, talks, film
screenings—even live aerial performances
with dancers suspended outside, scaling
the sides of the iconic blue building. In its

2018‐19 season, the Hammer presented
nearly 200 events, drawing more than
57,000 audience members. From jazz per‐
formances to mariachi extravaganzas, the
popular National Geographic Live! speaker
series to the acclaimed National Theatre
Live film screenings, Cinequest film festival
presentations, ballet and modern dance
shows, kid‐friendly performances, live art
and more, the Hammer’s mission is to serve
the community through artistic and educa‐
tional programming that express the
unique characteristics and diverse cultures
of Silicon Valley.

Hammer Theatre brings holiday cheer
with ‘Cool Yule’ with live stream 
featuring SJSU jazz orchestra Dec. 9

Cool Yule, a jazz concert featuring SJSU music students performing the festive sounds of classic hol-
iday songs with a jazzy twist, will live stream from the Hammer Theatre Center December 9. Photo
credit: SJSU H&A Marketing.
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Mail carriers start
their deliveries before
the crack of dawn
It’s ‘Priority Yule’ as 
Post Offices gear up for
the holiday rush   

No need for alarm. That clatter
and rattle some households may
hear before the coffee is brewed, as
early as 5 a.m., is not Santa getting
an early start. 

Mail carriers hit the street before
the break of dawn in order to get
everyone’s packages delivered “in
the nick of time.” 

The jingle and jangle so familiar
this time of year is part of the hustle
and bustle that postal workers expe‐
rience during the peak holiday rush. 

To keep our promise to make it a
‘Priority Yule’ and deliver the best
holiday for everyone, our carriers
will be out making early morning
deliveries in many communities
throughout the Bay‐Valley postal
district. 

As the rush of the Holiday season
gains momentum, the Postal Serv‐
ice needs to keep pace with it.
When it comes to moving packages
during the holiday it is Priority
Yule! Whether it’s a lump of coal in a
sock or a brand‐new sled, you can
count on the Postal Service to pro‐
vide the critical lift for Santa!”

The holiday is always about people
sending their best in greeting cards
and gifts to extended family and
friends. Because we will still be af‐
fected by the pandemic, it is hard to
determine what that best might be,
but rest assured we will deliver our
best in providing certainty and conti‐
nuity during the holiday, and that
means starting early in the morning.

By Madelyn Reese
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County is moving forward
with closing the Reid‐Hillview Airport in
East San Jose, county lawmakers decided

Tuesday after hundreds of pleas from the
community to use the land for affordable
housing and other community needs.

The supervisors voted 4‐1 to begin prepar‐
ing for a potential airport closure and begin the
planning process for repurposing the land.
Next steps would include more community dis‐
cussion to identify how to develop the land.

Supervisor Mike Wasserman was the lone
dissenting vote.  The decision Tuesday opens
the door for the county to use the 180 acres of
airport land for future housing, recreation ar‐
eas, community centers, office space, retail
space and anything else the community might
want.

County supervisors took the first step to
close the airport two years ago when they vot‐
ed to stop accepting Federal Aviation Admin‐
istration grants for Reid‐Hillview.

The county’s legal commitments, including
the acceptance of previous FAA loans, means
it cannot close the airport until 2031. Still, the
vote Tuesday gets the ball rolling and the su‐
pervisors want to get a head start on planning.

The issue was hotly debated in the days
leading up to the board’s final vote. Advocates
for getting rid of the airport complained about
noise and lead pollution. They said the site
could be used for affordable housing in the
East Side and other community needs.

San Jose Councilmembers Sylvia Arenas,
Magdalena Carrasco and Maya Esparza gath‐
ered in front of the airport a day before the
vote to urge county supervisors to shutter it.

“To continue to support the operation of
this airport is to knowingly endanger the de‐
velopment, the health, and the potentially
long‐lasting and permanent damaging im‐
pacts that it has on our children,” Carrasco
said. “The time is now to close and relocate
this airport to another existing location.”

A majority of residents spoke in favor of us‐
ing the land for something other than an air‐
port during nearly four hours of public com‐
ment Tuesday.

“The time to close Reid‐Hillview Airport has
come,” said Salvador “Chava” Bustamante, ex‐
ecutive director of Latinos United for a New
America. “This (airport) is not only an envi‐
ronmental justice issue, but also a huge land
use mistake. This 180 acres of publicly owned
land could be put to better use.”

But some people said the airport serves an

important purpose by absorbing small plane
traffic that would otherwise clog the Mineta
International Airport. The airport is also used
for emergency response, including during the
destructive SCU Lightning Complex blaze ear‐
lier this year.

An EPA study released earlier this year used
Reid‐Hillview Airport as a model for other,
similarly sized general aviation airports
across the country to study lead concentra‐
tions in the air at and around these sites.

According to the EPA models, Reid‐Hillview
contributes to lead levels that exceed the lim‐
its set by the National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS).  “Emissions of lead from
aircraft operating on leaded aviation gasoline
(avgas) are the largest source of lead released
into the atmosphere in the US, accounting for
62% of lead (456 tons) in the 2014 National
Emissions Inventory (NEI),” the EPA report
states.

Some speakers said they had learned to fly
at the 80‐year‐old airport while other speak‐
ers were aviation students at San Jose State
University and argued there was value in job
training programs hosted at Reid‐Hillview.

“Reid‐Hillview is a critical reliever airport
for San Jose International airport,” said Super‐
visor Mike Wasserman. “Reid‐Hillview is a
critical asset that, once gone, can never be re‐
placed. San Jose International has no capacity
to expand, yet our region’s population contin‐
ues to grow,” Supervisor Wasserman said.
“Let’s identify the problems (with the airport)
and work to fix them.”

Despite the nod to move forward with rede‐
veloping the land, the county must grapple
with a lawsuit over the airport closure.

San Jose attorney Jim McManis filed a law‐
suit alleging the county’s wasted $400,000 in
taxpayer dollars to study alternative uses for
the airport property. It also alleges the county
has allowed the airport to deteriorate, creat‐
ing multiple safety hazards, but those who
want to see the airport gone are undeterred.

“I understand that others do not want to
lose access to their hobby location and other
programs, but think of the people who were
there before you arrived, and that are there
after you leave,” said resident Alex Cardenas.
“The airport is in a residential area and has a
lot of schools, and people deal with the pollu‐
tion day after day, not just lead pollution from
the fuel but noise pollution as well. So why are
these minority communities targeted?”

Supervisors plan to take up the topic again
early next year, when another report is due
back to supervisors on lead levels around the
airport site. The board will likely tackle the is‐
sue of mitigating lead dangers at the airport
before any further development discussion.

Contact Madelyn Reese at reese.madelyn@
gmail.com and follow her @MadelynGReese

Reid-Hillview Airport is pictured in this aerial photo. Courtesy of Santa Clara County.

Santa Clara County moves
forward with airport closure,
plans to repurpose land
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By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

W
hile President‐elect Joe Biden plans
how to meet the challenges facing
the nation, San Jose’s Latinx com‐

munity is creating a strategy for immigration
reform.

The Si Se Puede Collective will be asking
local officials to sign a list of demands, which
include a pathway to citizenship for Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipi‐
ents, ending raids by U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE), reuniting fami‐
lies of children being held in cages and
COVID‐19 relief funding.

Camille Llanes‐Fontanilla, executive direc‐
tor of SOMOS Mayfair, said the collective is
standing with its immigrant community
against what she called racist and unjust poli‐
cies. With a combined budget of more than
$10 million, the collective serves more than
10,000 people in East San Jose.

“Our moment is now to rise up as one com‐
munity,” Llanes‐Fontanilla said at a rally at
Mexican Heritage Plaza Nov. 13 in announc‐
ing the effort. “We will no longer be the driv‐
ers of this economy … while being demeaned,
forced into the shadows, separated from our
children, living in fear. Together, we demand
policies that recognize people as full human

beings with dignity and self‐determina‐
tion.”

According to Priya Murthy, policy and ad‐
vocacy director of Services, Immigrant
Rights & Education Network, there are
about 23,000 DACA‐eligible individuals and
more than 134,000 undocumented immi‐
grants in Santa Clara County. On June 18,
the U.S. Supreme Court blocked the Trump
administration’s attempt to end DACA.

DACA grants temporary protection from
deportation and authorization for a work
permit for undocumented immigrants who
were brought to the United States before
age 16.

Maritza Maldonado, executive director of
Amigos de Guadalupe, said the collective is
counting on Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren
and other federal officials to support immi‐
gration reform.

“Racist policies, attitudes, behavior and
oppressive policies need to stop,” said Mal‐
donado. “We will not be silent.”  Maldonado
said immigrants faced a host of challenges
during the pandemic. 

Undocumented people were unable to
return home to bury their parents. Some
lost jobs of 25 years after contracting
COVID‐19.

“The climate of our country makes these
kinds of abuses of humanity acceptable to
our current president and his followers,”
Maldonado said.

The Si Se Puede Collective is doing grass‐
roots organizing to gather signatures and
build a coalition with other nonprofits.

Shane Patrick Connolly, chair of the Santa
Clara County Republican Party, said immi‐
gration requires safeguards.

“It’s crazy to think a president would let
people flood in again after we got it under
control by Mexico doing some additional
work on their borders and having people
apply for asylum,” Connolly said. “In a
COVID‐19 world, it’s absolutely insane.”

However, Lofgren said she agrees with
the collective’s goals and that Biden is in fa‐
vor of immigration reform.

“President‐elect Biden has indicated he
intends to reunite children with parents
and stop separating children from their
families, pause ICE raids and protect the
DREAMers,” Lofgren said.

DREAMers, who get their name from the
Development, Relief, and Education for
Alien Minors Act, are undocumented immi‐
grants who entered the United States as mi‐
nors. The act would bestow DREAMers
temporary residency, a work permit and
future eligibility for citizenship.

Lofgren said some of the collective’s de‐
mands would require changing laws, which
will be influenced by whether Democrats
or Republicans control the Senate.

“Right now, the Republicans control the
Senate and Mitch McConnell, the majority
leader, has shown no willingness to take up
the immigration reform bills we have al‐
ready sent him,” Lofgren told San José Spot‐
light. “The House sent a bill to allow
DREAMers to gain legal residence and citi‐
zenship more than a year ago, and he has
yet to put it up for a vote.”

Connolly disagrees with people who
share Lofgren’s “all or nothing” approach.

“They want everything they want and no
compromise,” Connolly said. “She wants
amnesty for millions, unlimited family re‐
unification… and those are problematic
from the conservative perspective.”
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Maritza Maldonado, executive director of Amigos
de Guadalupe, speaks at a rally in San Jose Nov. 13,
2020, calling for immigration reform. 
Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

South Bay Latinx community starts push for
immigration reform in Biden administration
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T
wo East Side Union High School Dis‐
trict bond construction projects were
honored at the American Society of

Landscape Architects Sierra Chapter
Awards on November 12. 

Piedmont Hills High School's Science
Courtyard and Oak Grove High School's
Student Center and Quad earned Awards of
Merit for exceptional design. The judges
highlighted the projects’ welcoming envi‐
ronments and the revitalization of the cam‐
puses. Construction for both projects were
completed in 2019.

“From beginning to end, these school
construction projects succeeded because of
the partnership extended by our school site
stakeholders and the generous support of
our East Side community. Ultimately, these
special awards truly belong to them,” said J.
Manuel Herrera, ESUHSD Board Trustee.

"These projects demonstrate how well‐
designed environmental aspects impact the
day‐to‐day perceptions, actions, and behav‐
iors of the entire school community," said
Julio Lucas, Bond Program Director, Capital
Planning & Development. "We continually
strive for equitable communities in all of
our campuses, in all aspects, and the con‐
struction and renovation of our schools is
one aspect of this larger endeavor." 

First U.S. Study Of COVID-19

Plasma 
transfusions: 
76% of patients
improve

N
ew research from Houston Metho‐
dist has concluded that plasma
transfusions from recovered COVID‐19

patients are a safe and somewhat effective
treatment option for people   dealing with
coronavirus symptoms. 

The study, published in The American
Journal of Pathology, shows that out of 25
patients given a transfusion, 19 saw their
condition improve and 11 were discharged. 

This was the first U.S. convalescent plas‐
ma transfusion trial, and participating pa‐
tients saw no negative or adverse side ef‐
fects after receiving plasma. Some smaller
studies conducted on blood plasma trans‐
fusions for COVID‐19 patients have all
come to similar conclusions. 

This treatment approach for viral dis‐
eases certainly isn’t new; blood transfu‐
sions were used in the same way during
the Spanish Flu outbreak of 1918, and
more recently during the 2003 SARS pan‐
demic, the 2009 influenza H1N1 outbreak,
and the 2015 Ebola outbreak in Africa.

All of the plasma transfusions given for
this trial were done on an emergency basis
for patients in critical condition. With that
in mind, the study’s authors say much
more research is needed before the thera‐
peutic effects of convalescent serum ther‐
apy can be determined.
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American Society of Landscape Architects honors two East Side Union High School District bond construction projects 

Piedmont Hills High School's Science Courtyard and Oak Grove High School's Student Center and Quad earned Awards of Merit for exceptional design.



TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK:

Digital Natives

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conver‐
sation where everyone is speaking
around this “techie” word – and even

after you’ve broken in, it is difficult to un‐
derstand the unfamiliar jargon and
acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat it.
Let us teach you the meaning of some com‐
monly used tech words:

Digital Natives
Have you had a problem distracting your

grandkid from watching videos on your
phone, and instead focus on the book you
were reading to him or her? Are you
amazed how the kids today are exposed to

technology like the Internet, computers
and mobile devices at a young age? Well,
there is a new term coined for these kids,
“Digital Natives.” 

The term “Digital Natives” was popular‐
ized by education consultant Marc Prensky
in his 2001 article entitled Digital Natives,
Digital Immigrants. In simple terms, digital
native describes a generation of children
who are born into a completely digital
world. This exposure to technology in the
early years is believed to give digital na‐
tives a greater familiarity in understand‐
ing of technology than people who were
born before it was widespread. 

But young millennials addiction to all
things on the web doesn’t necessarily
mean they are a digital native. Nor is
someone who just so happened to grow up

in the Internet age. 
So, what exactly makes someone a “digi‐

tal native”?
Marc Prensky who also popularized the

term “Digital Immigrants” said that these
are people who grew up in one digital cul‐
ture and moved into another. Digital na‐
tives are people who grew up in one cul‐
ture. They don’t have two cultures to com‐
pare. One can observe that the people who
grew up in the age of wired computers dif‐
fer from those who grew up with mobile
technology. Hence today’s digital natives
may not be necessarily tech savvy, but
their sense of knowledge of what’s going
on both digitally and culturally is what sets
them up to be natives. 

Many schoolteachers are still digital im‐
migrants – people who were exposed to

technology later in life and teach in the
way they were taught. Some people sug‐
gest that digital natives need to be taught
in a fundamentally different way. These
people believe digital natives think differ‐
ently due to their early exposure to tech‐
nology and have become accustomed to
using technology to solve the repetitive
tasks that form the basis of traditional
learning.

At the end of the day, a digital native is
someone who gets it, for all the good and
bad that it offers.

Prensky stresses “millennials should
have a responsible sense of how empow‐
ered they are. Digital natives can do things
that older generations could just never
do.”

About the Author
Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send

in your comments or feedback to the au‐
thor at shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi
Asthana works as a Research Senior Soft‐
ware Engineer at the IBM Almaden Re‐
search Center, San Jose.

City of San José Department
of Transportation awarded
grant for bicycle, pedestrian
safety education

The City of San José Department of
Transportation received a $110,000 grant
from the California Office of Traffic Safety
(OTS) that focuses on the safety of bicy‐
clists and pedestrians.

"This grant supports several important
components of our Vision Zero traffic safe‐
ty program," said John Ristow, City of San
José Director of Transportation. "With the
OTS funding, we are able to better engage
residents through neighborhood walk au‐
dits and Vision Zero workshops. This re‐
sults in a stronger, community‐focused
safety effort."

“Our goal is that education will change
poor behaviors and make our roads safer,”
OTS Director Barbara Rooney said. “This
funding will help ensure the safety of those
out biking or walking.” 

• Grant funds will be used for a variety of
activities promoting bicyclist and pedes‐
trian safety 

• Education workshops geared toward
youth and older adults

• Education on the importance of safety
equipment that improves visibility such as
reflective armbands, bicycle headlights
and taillights

• Community walks and bicycle safety
courses

• Bicycle helmet inspections
• Distribution of bicycle helmets to

those in need following education presen‐
tations

Funding for this program was provided
by a grant from the California Office of
Traffic Safety, through the National High‐
way Traffic Safety Administration. The
grant program runs thru Sept. 30, 2021.
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SOS AUTO REPAIR’S
‘QUICK TIP’ 

Oh deer!
S

ome sources say a collision with some
sort of wildlife occurs on average
every 30‐45 minutes. Can you guess

who the major culprits are? It just so hap‐
pens to be those “oh so adorable” Deer. 

Fall seems to be when the numbers surge
in deer‐auto collisions, this is their migra‐
tion and mating season (October thru De‐
cember). They seem to wander all over and
onto the roads.

A run‐in with a
deer can be a
very uncomfort‐
able situation. Se‐
rious injuries to
you, your passen‐
gers, and the
poor deer can be
very unpleasant.
If there’s damage
to your vehicle
that’s a whole dif‐
ferent story, damage can be very costly.

So here are some tips in case the situation
arises to help reduce damage to you, your
car, your passengers, and wildlife of all
kinds.

• BE ALERT
Keep your eyes on the road at all times.

Be on the lookout for Deer crossing signs,
but keep in mind just because there isn’t a
sign doesn’t mean there won’t be any deer
nearby. Look out for their adorable reflec‐
tive eyes and remember Deer and other an‐
imals don’t usually travel alone. There
might be another animal nearby. 

• HIGH‑BEAMS
If there’s no oncoming traffic turn your

high‐beams on. It will illuminate a much
brighter path for you.

• DAWN & DUSK
These both seem to be the riskiest times

for collisions. Be very cautious when driv‐
ing at these times.

• HONK! HONK!
If you and a deer are having a staring con‐

test, because both of you are as shocked as
the other that you’ve crossed paths try us‐
ing your horn to scare it off.

• DON’T SWERVE! 
At least try not to. That may be your first

instinct. Brake firmly and try to stay in your
lane. Swerving increases the chances of oth‐
er possible accidents like hitting oncoming
traffic, a tree or you losing control of your
vehicle just to name a few.

We hope you have a great day today! 
If you’re concerned about your vehicle

for any reason stop by. We’ll be happy to as‐
sist you. 

If you have a question regarding your ve‐
hicle email us at sosautorepair2004@
gmail.com, if your question is published
you’ll receive a free oil change!

Your friends at SOS AUTO REPAIR located
at 3519 San Felipe Road, San Jose, Ca. 95135:
(408) 477‑2242.

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM EVERGREEN TIMES n DEC. 4 – DEC. 17, 2020 n PAGE 11

Times Community News

PHOTO OP
Tule Elk spotted

A small herd of Tule Elk were
spotted just off Silver Creek Val‐
ley Rd. near the Silver Creek Val‐
ley Country Club on November
24. Elk herds in Santa Clara Valley
were on the decline in the 1800's,
but were reintroduced into the
County’s wilderness areas in
1978 and are now free roaming
across our back country.

Photo by Scott Ellner
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By Apoorva Panidapu
Special to the Times

H
i everyone! As a recap: this column is
a place to learn about various STEM
topics that I find exciting, and that I

hope will excite you too. 
This column will

always be written
to be fairly accessi‐
ble, so you don’t
have to worry
about not having
background
knowledge. How‐
ever, it does occa‐
sionally get more
advanced towards
the end. 

And now it’s
time for a break‐
down… (cue “My
Lovin' (You're
Never Gonna Get It”) by En Vogue).

In particular, a breakdown of numbers!
Today we’ll be talking about partitions of
numbers. At first glance, they’re a fairly
simple concept: a partition of a positive
number n is a way to break it up into a sum
of positive integers. For example, the parti‐
tions of 5 are 1+1+1+1+1, 2+1+1+1, 2+2+1,
3+1+1, 3+2, 4+1, and 5, for a total of 7 par‐
titions. Note that 5 still counts as a partition
of 5. Also, notice the order of the numbers
in the sum doesn’t matter: 5=2+3 is consid‐
ered the same as 5=3+2, so we don’t count
it twice. 

It can get a little tiring looking at long
sums of numbers, so we can instead repre‐
sent these partitions with fun graphs! The
most common types are Ferrers diagrams
and Young diagrams. To be honest, there’s
not a huge difference between them, unless
you’re really passionate about distinguish‐
ing dots and boxes. 

Some brief history: Ferrers diagrams are
named after British mathematician Nor‐
man Ferrers. You may also be thinking of
the fantastic chocolate delight, Ferrero
Rocher...okay maybe not, but I am now.
However, these are not related (as far as I
know), but funnily enough the diagrams
look like lines of these heavenly chocolate
balls. Per usual, the best way to demon‐
strate is with a picture (top of next column): 

For n=15, one partition is 6+3+3+2+1,
which is ordered from the largest to small‐

est parts (the numbers in the sum). Each
row is the size of a part in the partition. 

(See what I mean about the Rochers?!)
Here’s another example– these are all the 5
partitions of the number 4 represented as
Ferrers diagrams (image taken from
Wikipedia):

Now let’s quickly touch on Young dia‐
grams, which work the same way as Fer‐
rers diagrams (at least with the conven‐
tions we’re using). Young diagrams were
named after another British mathemati‐
cian Alfred Young (the Brits are really
killing the partition game!), but uses boxes
instead of dots. Here’s an example: the
same 5 partitions of the number 4 repre‐
sented as Young diagrams this time:

While this difference seems irrelevant,
these Young diagrams can be modified into
something called Young tableaux (by filling
the currently empty boxes with numbers),
which are very significant in the study of
symmetric polynomials and group repre‐
sentation theory! 

Though they aren’t the most complicat‐
ed, these diagrams are handy, and can real‐
ly simplify some proofs (and also tie into
generating functions quite nicely). I would

See GEMS, next page

Gems in
STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu

It’s time for a breakdown 
(of partitions of numbers)

S
cientists at the University of Oxford
said last week that an inexpensive
and commonly available drug re‐

duced deaths in patients with severe
COVID‐19.

The drug, a steroid called dexametha‐
sone, would be the first treatment shown
to reduce mortality in the sickest patients. 

Researches said that had doctors been

using the drug to treat the sickest COVID‐
19 patients in Britain at the beginning of
the pandemic, up to 5,000 deaths could
have been prevented.

In severe cases, the virus directly at‐
tacks cells lining the patient's airways and
lungs due to inflammation. The drug ap‐
pears to reduce inflammation caused by
the immune system, protecting the tissues. 

Study suggests common steroid
can reduce coronavirus deaths



That deal on a
game console
may be a scam

By Steve McFarland
President & CEO 

Better Business Bureau

W
ith many people shopping for
gifts on a budget this holiday
season, scammers are taking ad‐

vantage of the demand for pricey gaming
consoles by promoting fake deals on Nin‐
tendo Switch, PlayStation 4 PRO, and the
new PlayStation 5. Be sure to use caution
when buying a console online.

How the Scam Works
You find a popular gaming console for

sale online at a reduced price. Hoping to
save some money, you research the sell‐
er’s website and find a few positive re‐
views. Convinced, you make your pur‐
chase via PayPal or another online pay‐
ment method. You receive an email con‐
firmation with shipping information and
a tracking number.

If you receive a package at all from the
company, it isn’t a gaming console – in‐
stead, it is a valueless phone cover or
similar small object. Since you technical‐
ly received a shipment, you will be un‐
able to contest the purchase with the
third‐party who processed the payment.

Attempts to contact the company are
useless. No one answers your phone calls
or emails. One consumer who never re‐
ceived any package reported to BBB.org/

ScamTracker: “I attempted
to reach out to the email ad‐
dress on their website; how‐
ever I received an email in‐
forming me that it was not a
valid email address. I then
attempted to call the phone
number listed on the web‐
site, [which gave me] an au‐
tomatic message informing
me that the number was not
valid.”

How to avoid online
shopping scams

• Research the company you plan to
purchase from thoroughly. It’s best to
purchase items from sellers you already

know and trust, but if you de‐
cide to purchase from an un‐
familiar online store, do your
homework first. Read as
many customer reviews as
you can find, look up the busi‐
ness on org, and do an online
search with the company’s
name followed by the word
“scam” to see if you find any
complaints. Make sure the
company has legitimate cus‐
tomer service contact infor‐
mation (not just a form you

have to fill out and hope for a response)
and clear return and refund policies as
well.

• Avoid impulse buying. Scammers
like to draw people in with “flash sales”
and “limited time offers” in hopes you
will hand over your money on impulse.
Resist the urge.

• Don’t believe prices that are too
good to be true. Before you start shop‐
ping, find out the price of the gaming
console at a major retailer. You can
check prices online to get a general idea
of what the console is selling for. Keep
that price in mind as you shop and be
wary of sellers who offer the product at
a steeply discounted price. You could
end up spending money on a defective
or counterfeit product, or no product at
all!

Gems
Continued from previous page
give some examples, but unfortunately this
article can only be so long. But look out for a
future column that elaborates on this!

Okay, and? Why do we care about parti‐
tions? Well, if you must have applications,
partitions are used in many, many areas. Of
course, they are used in lots of pure math
(as mentioned above), like in studying sym‐
metry polynomials. But they’re also used in
the mathematics of shuffling (which does
make some sense as you are breaking apart
a fixed number of cards). Perhaps surpris‐
ingly, partitions also make an appearance
in genetics, like in Ewen’s sampling formu‐
la, and in statistical mechanics (both classi‐
cal and quantum)! One major example is
the equipartition theorem, which can be
thought of as “shuffling energies,” which is
something you’ve definitely thought about
if you’ve taken physics. Hence, understand‐
ing this partition function is incredibly use‐
ful across STEM!

And so it seems we have, in fact, gotten it,
a contradiction to En Vogue’s anthem! (So
we can hold off on a breakdown for now.) In
the meantime, I’m going to go make a Fer‐
rers diagram out of Ferrero Rochers now.
Until next time! 

If you found this interesting, make sure to
check out the next column! If you have any
questions or comments, please email me at
apoorvapwrites@gmail.com. 
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San Jose launches
‘Cash for Trash’
City partners with Mastercard, 
Valley Water to engage homeless
residents in battle against blight 

A
pilot program, “Cash for Trash” un‐
der the BeautifySJ initiative has been
launched that will battle blight in San

Jose by incentivizing homeless residents to
pick up trash at encampments in exchange
for programmable and reloadable cards
from Mastercard.

“All too often, we hear people point at the
homeless as 'the problem' as they look at
the blight, trash, and encampments in our
community. I have spoken with many
homeless residents who have expressed a
desire to be part of the solution. Through
“Cash for Trash,” we enlist our homeless
neighbors in our battle against blight while
paving a pathway for future interactions
that will open many of our homeless resi‐
dents to services and assistance,” said May‐
or Liccardo. “Thanks to Mastercard and to
Valley Water for their collaboration in this
innovative venture to clean our creeks,
streets, and neighborhoods."

“Cash for Trash” will now take place at 40
locations throughout San Jose. Site loca‐
tions are determined with input from Val‐
ley Water. BeautifySJ crews will distribute
Cash for Trash bags at each location, re‐
deemable at $4 per bag. Participants can

turn in up to five bags for a total of $20
which will be loaded onto a Mastercard
City Key card. These debit cards are pro‐
gram‐specific cards that Mastercard has
enabled maintenance‐free,as part of this
partnership. Funds can be used to pay for
essential items with minor restrictions on
items like alcohol and tobacco. 

During the first week of the program at
two sites, 27 homeless residents enrolled
and collected over two tons of trash. San
Jose is the first city in the country to launch
a program like Cash for Trash, paying
homeless residents per bag of trash to be a
part of the solution. This innovative pro‐
gram engages with homeless residents,
putting them in contact with city staff with
the potential to lead to further opportuni‐
ties to offer needed resources. The pro‐
gram will also help to tackle the exacerbat‐
ed blight accumulating on streets and in
waterways near encampments.

Funding for Cash for Trash is made possi‐
ble through an allocation of $50,000 from
the City of San Jose designated for trash
clean up. In addition, Valley Water part‐
nered to provide a $180,000 grant ($60K
per year through the year 2023) to the pro‐
gram.
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Corvette Car Club drops
off thanksgiving meals to
those in need in San Jose

The holiday spirit had some car club mem‐
bers using their prized Corvettes to deliver good‐
ies to people in San Jose this past weekend.

The Vetted Corvette Club of Northern Califor‐
nia cruised the streets of San Jose, dropping off
Thanksgiving meals to 50 people, many of whom have disabilities and live in care homes.

Members of the club contributed cash to buy food to last beyond the holiday and got
some local businesses to donate too, including Mesquite and Oak restaurant. 

The Vetted club president, who is an essential worker for the city of San Jose, said this
was the club's first Thanksgiving drive’, “but it won't be its last.”



Making a positive impact
for allergy sufferers

By Daisy Zeng
Special to the Times

A
local high school junior has created
an app that takes input from users
then corroborates data to find aller‐

gen patterns.
As the founder of “Allergy Diagnosis for

All” (ADFA), Grace Guo has developed an
iOS app called MyAllergy. 

The app is dedicated to helping patients
predict their possible allergens so they

can discuss the results with professional
allergists.

Users list the ingredients of all con‐
sumed food and drinks and select their
symptom level (good, bad, or ok) for that
day. MyAllergy compiles all this informa‐
tion, finds patterns, and presents you with
a list of possible allergens.

The app has already had positive results
in testing. One tester, who contributed the
data she had collected for almost an entire
year, received results that matched those
of her professional allergist.

Two other students, Aditya Murthy

(vice‐president) and Daisy Zeng  (secre‐
tary/treasurer), have joined the effort to
make a positive impact on allergy suffer‐
ers in our community.

This organization will be hosting a we‐
binar on December 6, 2020, at 4 p.m.
(PST). Anyone is welcome to join us by us‐
ing the information provided below.

Here’s the Zoom link:
https://zoom.us/j/9492972609?pwd=

eHpXeXRXbGF3WVpKZ0NGeGtjS0tPUT09
You may also find the meeting invitation

on our official website allergydiagnosis‐
forall.org on the events page.

All contributions made through allergy‐
diagnosisforall.org will go to the Ameri‐
can Academy of Allergy, Asthma, and Im‐
munology (AAAAI). We appreciate your
support. For more information please
download the MyAllergy app or send us an
email at allergydiagnosisforall@ gmail.com.
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High school student creates app that predicts allergens

Allergy Diagnosis for All (ADFA) founder 
Grace Guo 

Flu shot
Mayor Sam Liccardo will cruise the Flu

Shot Drive‐Thru at Kaiser Permanente to
get this year’s vaccine, and encourage resi‐
dents to also get one. Residents who re‐
ceive a flu shot this year will help keep hos‐
pital beds open as we see an increase in
COVID‐19 related cases.



Let’s face it; this year has been a struggle for so many
people in more ways than one. 

Thoughts of kids, the holidays and wondering how to
provide for them may also be weighing heavily on many.
But take heart, Santa and the Postal Service are way ahead
of you, and they are here to help. 

The USPS Operation Santa program celebrates its 108th
year in 2020 by opening up for nationwide participation.
Now, more than ever, the program is needed to help less
fortunate kids and families during the holidays. 

The Postal Service established the USPS Operation Santa
program to help those in need at the holidays experience
the joy of opening presents — and to create special holiday
memories. 

Since it began, millions of less fortunate children and
their families have been helped by the kindness of others.
The program is for every person of every belief, or non‐be‐
lief. The purpose is to help as many deserving families as
possible. And that can only be done if good‐hearted
adopters step forward.

To participate in the USPS Operation Santa program as a
possible recipient of holiday gifts, all you have to do is write
a letter, put it in a stamped envelope with a return address,
and send it to Santa’s official workshop address as seen on
the example envelope on this page. Letters will be accepted
Nov. 16 – Dec. 15.

Program Details
Hundreds of thousands of letters are written to the USPS

Operation Santa program every year in hopes of being
adopted by kind and generous people across the country.
These letters are opened by Santa’s Elves and, for safety
reasons, all personally identifiable information of the letter
writer is removed (i.e. last names, addresses, ZIP Codes)
and uploaded to USPSOperationSanta.com for adoption. 

Beginning Dec. 4, letters will be available for nationwide
adoption by visiting USPSOperationSanta.com — all from
the socially distant safety of your own home. Potential
adopters can read the letters and pick one, or more, that
they’d like to fulfill. For security reasons, potential adopters
must be vetted by going through a short registration and ID
verification process before they are allowed to adopt any
letter. 

Companies also help adopt letters. Every year many com‐
panies create teams and adopt several letters; all the better
to help grant that special wish to deserving families and
kids.

How to Write a Letter
Sending a letter to Santa is easy if you know how. The

Postal Service is here to help with guides and tips to help
kids write and send their best letters ever. All the informa‐

tion you could possibly need to write a letter, address an
envelope, put on a stamp and send it on its way can be
found on USPSOperationSanta.com. 

The only thing the Postal Service can’t help with is to tell

kids what to ask for. That is up to their imagination. These
tips are also good all year‐round for sending thank‐you

cards, birthday cards, or letters to Grandma and
Grandpa just to say, “Hi.” 

USPS Operation Santa History
While the Postal Service began receiving letters to

Santa more than 108 years ago, it wasn’t until 1912
that Postmaster General Frank Hitchcock authorized
local Postmasters to allow postal employees and cit‐
izens to respond to them. This became known as Op‐
eration Santa.

The complete history can be found online at the
Postal Service Holiday Newsroom, which can be
found at  https://about.usps.com/holidaynews,
along with additional news and information, includ‐
ing all domestic, international and military mailing
and shipping deadlines.

Editor’s note: The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for
operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, prod‑
ucts and services to fund its operations.
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USPS expands letter writing holiday tradition after 108 years
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Your Realtor ad
above: just $89!
Call now to place your ad by 

phone: (408) 494-7000

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

Thinking of selling? 
27+ yrs. experience

William Bailon Singh
Broker/Owner
408-859-9722

DRE 01086284

JACKIE 
JONES

jjones@cbnorcal.com

(408) 315-6186 
JackieJonesSells.com

MARK & MADELINE
CHIAVETTA

(408) 425-2848
www.thechiavettas.com
info@thechiavettas.com

FRANK CANCILLA
Broker Associate
DRE#01300425

408-821-1291
fcrealty@gmail.com
www.fccrealty.com

frankcancilla.exprealty.careers
frankcancilla.exprealty.com
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Adopt a youth or
family for ‘Winter
Wonderland’

E
ach year, United Way Bay Area's com‐
munity and their Emerging Leaders
group host the Winter Wonderland

event to bring together local families. 
UWBA is working with Emergency Food

and Shelter agencies, as well as SparkPoint

Centers to make this a
brighter holiday for many
families. 

Families will come from
SparkPoint Napa, Spark‐
Point Solano, Family Sup‐
portive Housing of San Jose,
and SparkPoint Fremont
(Union City Family Center).

This year’s Winter Won‐
derland will provide over 80 families and
100 youth with gifts from their Wish and
Need Lists. Attendees typically experience
a magical night filled with music, dinner,

gift‐giving, and other fun activities, howev‐
er, due to the current circumstances, Win‐
ter Wonderland 2020 will happen remotely.
Please help us provide each youth with $100
worth of gifts and a basket of food for their

family’s holiday celebration.
Learn more about the needs

of specific families and chil‐
dren you may wish to sponsor.
Registration ends November
27. Learn more by visiting:
www.roonga.com/uwbawin‐
terwonderland20 

Editor’s note: Gifts should
be dropped off or mailed by or

on December 1st, so there is time for volun‐
teers to wrap the gifts. If you purchase your
gifts after December 1st, they ask that you
wrap the gift.
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Evergreen Times?
Press day: December 16, 2020
Deadline: December 13, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com

Whether it’s with a phone call, planning
for the future or by placing an order,
please support our advertisers! They
make the Evergreen Times possible!
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ADT

ALVCO Plumbing
Anderson Windows

Shawn Ansari - Compass
Church of the Rock
Dental Insurance

Evergreen School District
Evergreen Valley College

EQ-1
Great Meals Delivered

Inogen
Intouch Realty – William Singh
Jackie Jones - Coldwell Banker

Kindercare
Little Orchard Self Storage

Mr. Peabody’s
National Debt Relief

Nothing Bundt Cakes
Omaha Steaks
Opera San Jose

Otto Lee
Physicians Dental Insurance
Second Harvest Food Bank

Shiela-Marie Ventura - Keller Williams
Silver Creek Academy

SOS Auto Repair
State Farm Insurance – Al Olseen

Valley Water
Valley Transportation Agency

Cutouts
Continued from page 1
create a life size (or close to) cutout of
themselves, that they would then color or
paint to reflect what they want their cutout
to look like.  The cardboard cutouts are placed
in various areas where students would
normally gather throughout the school
campus, from the playgrounds to the am‐
phitheater, in the multipurpose room, as
well as the front of the school.

“Even though we are distance learning,
we are all Holly Oak Hawks that have out‐
standing school culture and creative spir‐
it,” said Kyle Sanchez, principal of Holly Oak
Elementary School.

"Nothing–including this pandemic and
distance learning–can keep us apart, and
that sentiment is felt by our entire district
community.  We are blessed by having dedi‐
cated staff such as our wonderful custodian
James Herrera, who lovingly proposed this
wonderful art project in an effort to help our
students feel Still Together, Safe Together,”
said Dr. Emy Flores, Superintendent of Ever‐
green School District. “We are proud to help
each child feel connected to their teachers,
friends, and school."

And, until everyone is safely together
again on campus, Herrera said that the
cutouts will remind him of the spirit, creativ‐
ity and energy of the students that he will
look forward to seeing together again.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and

walk the beautiful
grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!

Get 
listed!

For Worship 
listing ads, 

call 408.483-5458

NOTE: Due to the coronavirus,
many religious institutions
have services online. 
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GET LISTED AND
REACH YOUR
NEIGHBORS!
Evergreen Times Classified
Ads work! (408) 494-7000

Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408) 483.5458

House Cleaning Service

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Notice

Storage

TimesClassifieds

Clocks

Sell Online

Plumbing

TOTO Toilet Sale Includes:
Toto Eco Drake Toilet

Comfort Height, Elongated Bowl,
TOTO Soft Close Seat
Standard Installation

No Disposal Fees
1 Year Warranty On Labor

Save $200.00 - CALL TODAY
ALVCO Service

Ca. State Lic. #B585720, C-36

408.279.5531

Times Classifieds Work!
Place your ad 

by phone: 
Call (408) 494-7000

Make sure you tell
them you found

them in the 
Evergreen Times!

Your support of local

businesses helps your

own community 

and helps your own 

neighborhood newspaper

continue to bring you 

local news, views, and 

reports on the things that

matter the most to you.

The Evergreen
Times

EvergreenTimes.com
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