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High hopes for the holidays. The decorated tree at the southwest 
corner of Cleveland Avenue and Ford Parkway is part of the Highland Business Asso-
ciation’s “Celebrate Highland: Holiday of Hope” campaign to encourage shoppers to 
support local merchants and get into the spirit of the season.  PHoTo By BrAd STAuFFer

By Jane Mcclure

Three variances and a conditional use permit are being 
sought for a five-story apartment building proposed 
for the southeast corner of James Avenue and Lexington 

Parkway. The building would have 93 apartments above two 
levels of underground parking.

Summit Hill resident and co-developer Chet Funk and  
architect Eli Zmira of DJR Architecture presented the latest 
plans to the Macalester-Groveland Community Council’s 
Housing and Land Use Committee on November 25. Prelimi-
nary plans presented over the summer called for a three- to 
four-story building with about 60 units. 

Six houses at 1074-1096 James Ave. would be torn down or 
moved to create an approximately 27,000-square-foot site for 
the new building, which would have 88 underground parking 
spaces and nine surface spots. The properties were rezoned 
earlier this year from single-family to RM2 (residential mul-
tifamily). The rezoning took place around the same time that 
citywide changes to RM zoning were being approved. The 
changes allow more density on properties zoned for multi-
family housing and provide incentives for developers to add 
affordable housing units.

The James-Lexington property is on a slope and has an ir-
regular shape, with an exit road from I-35E at its east end. 

Planned apartment 
at James-Lexington 
rises to five stories
Some applaud developers’ efforts, 
others question variance requests 

Residents weigh in on next phase of Lexington reroute

By Jane Mcclure

The planned extension of South Lexing-
ton Parkway to Shepard Road via a rebuilt  
Elway Street has met a decidedly mixed re-

action from local residents. A virtual open house on 
December 1 drew more than 40 people and many 
questions about the second phase of the project, 
which is expected to begin in 2022. Neighbors 
asked about traffic calming and limits on truck traf-
fic, while bicyclists pushed for better accommoda-
tions for them.

The public comment process will continue for 
several months, with another open house planned 
for after the holidays. “We have a lot of things to 
consider in the next phase of work,” said Larry  

Poppler of the engineering firm TKDA.
TKDA is working with the Ramsey County and 

Saint Paul departments of public works on the proj-
ect. Lexington is a county road and Elway is a city 
street that will be turned over to the county once 
construction is complete. Design work is underway 
and will continue into early 2022.

West Seventh/Fort Road Federation and High-
land District Council (HDC) representatives ex-
pressed support for the project and urged the public 
to continue to weigh in at future open houses and 
district council meetings, and through surveys and 
emails. 

Kevin Gallatin, who chairs the HDC’s Transpor-
tation Committee, said that reconfiguring the dan-
gerous and sometimes confusing Lexington-Mon-
treal-West Seventh intersection has been a goal of 
the district council for more than two decades. The 
HDC is also eager to see the extension provide im-
proved bicycle and pedestrian connections to river-

front parks and the Mississippi River.
Federation board president Dana deMaster said 

her district council is also excited about the poten-
tial for the reconfigured intersection and improved 
bike and pedestrian connections. She said the fed-
eration will look at how the design there could in-
form future work on other angled and multistreet 
intersections on West Seventh closer to downtown.

The first phase of Lexington Parkway’s recon-
struction included detaching its connection to 
Montreal Avenue and curving Lexington through 
the former Riverside School property where the 
Lexington Landing senior housing complex is be-
ing built. A new section of Adrian Street was con-
structed on the other side of West Seventh to ad-
dress traffic issues for businesses and residents in 
that area. 

The new stretch of Lexington has one traffic 

Work continues on designing 
connection to Shepard Road
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995 W. 7th St • 651 228-9925
     crshamrocks.com

The same great
NOOK Neighborhood flavor
with a wee bit of Irish fare.

  Holiday      Gift
Certificates

FREE $10 gift card with 
the purchase of $50 gift card. 
$25 gift card with the purchase 
of a $100 gift card.
Good at the Nook, Shamrocks &
Ranham Bowling Center.

Happy Holidays!
From 2 Merry Old Souls – Ted & Mike

To place an order, please call 
us at 651-698-4347 (N) 
651-228-9925 (S) or Order 
Online at crnook.com
or crshamrocks.com

Ready with Curbside-To-Go!
Order Lunch
at the Nook

& than
Shamrocks
for Dinner!
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Funk said those physical challenges and the 
Planning Commission’s request to provide 
more affordable housing units are driving the 
requests for the  variances and conditional use 
permit, which will be considered by the com-
mission in the weeks ahead. 

“Affordable housing comes with added 
density or a subsidy of some kind, or some 
combination of both,” Funk said.

While some committee members and 
neighbors applauded the developers’ efforts 
to add housing density and affordable units 
that are still being determined, others ques-
tioned the need for the variances and permit. 

The variance that drew the most scrutiny 
is for the ratio of a building’s total floor area 
to the land. The maximum floor area ratio 
in an RM2 district is 2.25, while 2.58 is be-
ing sought. Developers can seek a higher ra-
tio with a commitment to provide affordable 
housing as part of a development.

Minimum 25-foot front- and rear-yard set-
backs also are required, while 10 feet are pro-
posed. The height limit in the RM2 district is 
50 feet, which would allow five stories. The 

building’s proposed height is 691/2 feet to the 
top of a roof deck, which requires a condition-
al use permit.

Housing and Land Use Committee member 
Marc Manderscheid said the district council 
supported the change to RM zoning, but he was 
disappointed with the development team’s  
request to build beyond what that allows.  

“You’re essentially rezoning through the 
variance process,” Manderscheid said. He 
added that the developers should have sought 
denser RM3 zoning in the first place.

Manderscheid and others said the taller 
building might be more appropriate on the 
Randolph Avenue side of the block. Others said 
they would like to see a proposal to develop 
the entire block bounded by Lexington, James,  
I-35E and Randolph, instead of a piecemeal 
approach.

“This seems like too much, too soon,” said 
committee member Gene Johnson.

Some neighbors said the building sim-
ply does not fit the area. “It’s a square peg 
in a round hole,” said neighbor Alex van 
Oosterom.

The developers previously discussed plans 
to construct a second apartment building 

on the northeast corner of Lexington and 
Randolph. Committee members and neigh-
bors urged Funk and his development team 
to work with the Kipp family, the owners of 

those properties.
Funk said talks with the Kipps are ongoing, 

but there is no agreement to develop the en-
tire block at once. 

lane in each direction, with on-street 
bike lanes, sidewalks and some parking. 
Work will continue into the winter, in-
cluding the activation of new traffic sig-
nals at Lexington and West Seventh. Af-
terward, the signals at Albion and West 
Seventh will be removed. Other work, 
including a finishing layer of asphalt and 
concrete, must wait until spring.

Four possible configurations are on 
the drawing boards for the second phase 
of the project, which would extend Lex-
ington through unimproved county 
right-of-way near the Montreal Hi-Rise 
and along Elway to create a direct link 
to Shepard Road. Elway will also be re-
configured and its deteriorated roadway 
will be resurfaced. 

All four concepts have one traffic lane 
in each direction on Lexington, and 
three of the four would have on-street 
bike lanes. What would differ is how 
bicyclists and pedestrians are accom-
modated. One idea is for sidewalks on 
both sides of the street. A second calls 
for a sidewalk on one side and a shared 
bike and pedestrian path on the other, as 
well as on-street bike lanes. A third adds 
sidewalks on both sides of Lexington, 
as well as a center median. The fourth 
option would move bicyclists off of the 

street and onto multiuse trails and have 
a center median.

One complicating factor is the CP 
Railway bridge over Elway. The railroad 
there is no longer active and is being 
eyed for a future bike and pedestrian 
path or an alternate route for the pro-
posed Riverview Corridor transit proj-
ect. The bridge piers cannot be moved, 
which affect street, sidewalk and trail 
possibilities beneath the bridge.

Another issue is how to reconfigure 
the intersection of new Lexington/El-
way and Montreal. Ideas include a two-
way stop, four-way stop, roundabout or 
traffic signals, though the  intersection 
may not meet standards for the latter.

One major issue for Lexington and 
Montreal residents is reducing traffic 
speeds. “So you’re basically turning Lex-
ington Parkway into a freeway? Explain 
how this isn’t so,” said neighbor Laura 
Goodman.

Lexington carries about 6,600 vehi-
cles per day north of West Seventh and 
Elway carries about 5,200 vehicles per 
day. The new street is expected to bring 
about 1,000 more vehicles a day on El-
way. There are no truck weight limits on 
Lexington south of Randolph. Elway is 
a designated truck route as it serves as a 
connection between Shepard Road and 
Montreal.

Ramsey County Public Works project 
manager Nick Fischer said traffic can be 
slowed through street design and the 
new intersection’s configuration. Ac-
cording to him, by adding bike and pe-
destrian accommodations people will 
be encouraged to get out of their vehicles 
and use other options for travel. Howev-
er, some neighbors were skeptical. 

“It seems like the proposed street 
connection will function to induce a lot 
of car traffic between Lexington/West 
Seventh and Shepard,” said local resi-
dent Zack Mensinger. “This potentially 
undermines the goals of making this 
stretch friendly for people biking and 
walking to access parks.”

Others residents were also concerned 
about safety. “Your plan will increase 
traffic to Elway from both Lexington 
and Montreal, not to mention you’ll be 
drawing more bikers and walkers to the 
mix,” said Leslie Ducloux, who lives at 
West Seventh and Montreal.

Bicycling advocate Andy Singer asked 
if Montreal from West Seventh to Elway 
would be part of the project, and if bike 
lanes could be striped there or an off-
road path built. Fischer said that could 
be looked at. 

For more information and to  take a 
survey that will be posted soon, visit 
ramseycounty.us/LexingtonExtension.

1b James-Lexington

1b Lexington ReRoute

The second phase of construction will extend Lexington Parkway 
through county right-of-way near the Montreal Hi-Rise and along 
Elway Street to create a direct link to Shepard Road.

A view of the proposed five-story, 93-unit apartment building being proposed for the southeast corner 
of James Avenue and Lexington Parkway. Six houses on James would be torn down or moved to make 
way for the development, which would have 88 underground parking spaces on two levels. 

For more information on these and other listings, call us today!
651.492.6423  •   TheOddCoupleTeam.com  

Winter has arrived, but the market is still HOT!

PENDING SALE
1835 Sargent Ave

3 BD, 3 BA, 2 Car Garage

PENDING SALE
1755 Scheffer Ave

3 BD, 3 BA, 2 Car Garage

1796 Mississippi River Blvd
5 BD, 5 BA, 2 Car Garage

1311 Selby Ave
4 BD, 4 BA, 1 Car Garage

The Villager serves the Highland Park, Lexington-Hamline, Macalester-Groveland, 
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Never Has Reader 
Support Been More

Appreciated.
And More Imperative.

MORE THAN EVER,  YOU NEED TO KNOW WHAT’S  GOING ON

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT–ONLY $59.88 PER YEAR ($4.99/MO)
Includes Printed Newspaper Delivery By U.S. Mail And Unlimited Digital Access.

Go to myvillager.com or send check to: Villager Support, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116

Everyone wants to stay connected to what is happening in their neighborhood and 2,000 newly 
paying supporters have joined us in investing in Villager’s ability to maintain that connection. However, 

those 2,000 are not enough to continue reaching out to the 90,000 neighbors we talk to every two 
weeks. We need at least 4,000 more supporters. Isn’t it time for you to do your part? 

With our highly trusted brand, and a growing base of neighborhood supporters willing to pay 
for quality journalism, the Villager is well positioned to serve readers. We are dedicated to continuing to 

bring you the quality you expect in the face of signi�cant �nancial challenges over the next 
12 months as the COVID hardships continue. 

Thank you to Villager readers who are helping us to ensure that high-quality news is accessible to 
everyone, not just those who can a�ord it.

Gone are the days that advertisers alone carry
the responsibility of neighborhood journalism.
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By Jane Mcclure

Saint Paul Police Department funding 
was a flash point during the city’s 2021 
truth-in-taxation hearing on December 

2. While only six citizens testified during the 
virtual program, the City Council received 
more than 130 public comments via email and 
voice mail. Many of those comments called 
for cutting the Police Department’s budget 
and redirecting the money to affordable hous-
ing and human services. Other comments 
called for the city to refrain from cutting the 
Police Department budget. 

The City Council is scheduled to approve 
the 2021 city budget and property tax levy 
on December 9. The 2021 tax levy is currently 
set at a maximum $165.2 million—the same 
amount that was levied in 2020—to support 
a proposed city budget of $627 million.

Many of those who favor a leaner police 
budget mentioned the disproportionate im-
pact that law enforcement tactics have had 
on people of color. They spoke in favor of al-
ternative approaches, including the city’s new 

Community First Public Safety initiative.
Macalester-Groveland resident Mary Lan-

ham said that while last year’s launch of 
Community First Public Safety is a step in the 
right direction, more must be done to address 
police brutality and use of force. “The murder 
of George Floyd, even after so many reforms 
to policing in the Twin Cities, shows undeni-
ably that a different kind of change is required 
to save lives,” Lanham said. “A general fund 
that allocates 32 percent of the city’s budget 
to policing is unacceptable given the urgency 
of change.”

Hamline-Midway resident Laura Jahnig 
said she is tired of seeing police officers stand 
by at the governor’s mansion while Minne-
sotans armed with weapons protest the out-
come of the presidential election or state re-
strictions regarding COVID-19. “There’s just a 
never-ending cycle of Saint Paul police brutal-
izing innocent people and protecting fascists,” 
Jahnig said. “I’m sick of my tax dollars going to 
support this system. I urge the City Council to 
reallocate police funds to other needed areas.

“There are homeless people in Saint Paul 

who need our help and affordable housing 
that needs to be created,” Jahnig said. “If the 
rationale behind funding the cops is to keep 
people safe and decrease crime, then we need 
to invest in the areas that prevent crime in the 
first place: adequate housing for all, education 
and mental health and social services.”

“Police don’t make me feel safe,” said Frog-
town resident Joelle Stangler. “They exacer-
bate problems such as homelessness, they 
don’t solve them.”

Many others disagreed, saying that the ris-
ing crime rate justifies more funding for the 
police. “I think it’s a fair expectation that we 
have a safe community supported by a police 
force that’s able to do its work,” said East Side 
resident Edward Xiong. “With the pandemic 
we’ve seen even more crime.”

“The police, particularly in downtown, 
have always been kept busy by a steady drip 
of problems, but this summer crime just 
exploded,” said East Side resident William 
Miske. “The open drug use and discarded 
needles are threatening the safety and future 
of what was once a growing district in Saint 

Paul. We’ve seen restaurants and other busi-
nesses leave the area, and more will go if the 
police aren’t able to keep up with the volume 
of crime. Mayor Carter is wrong to want to cut 
the Police Department. I know there are tough 
decisions to make, but public safety and law 
enforcement are absolutely vital.”

“We’ve seen a huge spike this summer in 
crime,” said East Side resident William Lan-
gevin. “Cutting the police budget just means 
that more crimes will go unsolved. It’s abso-
lutely crazy, all of the ways the city has found 
to spend our money on items that don’t fur-
ther public safety in any way.”

Under the mayor’s proposed budget, pub-
lic safety spending would be reduced by $1.2 
million, including an $801,000 cut in the Po-
lice Department’s budget and a $431,000 cut 
in the Fire Department’s budget. However, 
those numbers are likely to change before the 
City Council finishes its budget deliberations. 
In fact, the council has already added funding 
for Community First Public Safety and for a 
Fire Department wellness coordinator to the 
2021 budget as the document nears approval.

By Jane Mcclure

The Ramsey County Board of Commis-
sioners has adopted a maximum prop-
erty tax levy for 2021 that is no higher 

than the levy for 2020, though some property 
owners are still complaining about steep in-
creases in their estimated tax bill for next year. 

Speaking at the county’s virtual truth-in-
taxation hearing on November 30, Jon Reyn-
olds and his wife said the property taxes on 
their Summit-University fourplex have risen 
241 percent over the past five years, including 
an estimated 18.6 percent increase for 2021.

“Our taxes are almost $10,000 a year,” 
Reynolds said. “I ask you to look seriously at 
small landlords. We don’t want to see the in-
creased taxes shifted to our tenants.”

Melissa Taylor and Kyle Lawson bought 
their first home in June on Saint Paul’s East 
Side, and they said they were shocked to learn 

that their property taxes are going up an esti-
mated 40 percent from 2020 to 2021.

Jim Fox testified that the taxes on his com-
mercial property in Saint Paul are going up an 
estimated 27 percent next year. “That seems 
rather enormous,” he said. 

Despite those concerns, the November 30 
tax hearing was relatively amicable compared 
to past years when dozens of property own-
ers lined up to testify. The County Board had 
hoped to hold an in-person hearing this fall 
in downtown Saint Paul, but switched to an 
online format due to the rising number of CO-
VID-19 cases locally. 

“This has been a year like no other,” said 
County Board chair Toni Carter. 

Next year is the second year in Ramsey 
County’s two-year budget cycle. The County 
Board had been considering a 4.5 percent in-
crease in the property tax levy for 2021, but 
opted for no increase in recognition of the 

hardship many families and businesses are 
facing because of the pandemic and the civil 
unrest, looting and property damage follow-
ing George Floyd’s death in May, Carter said.

The County Board is scheduled to adopt 
its 2021 budget and property tax levy on De-
cember 15. To hold the line on spending, va-
cant positions are not being filled, purchases 
are being delayed, and $2.8 million is being 
drawn from budget reserves to cover some 
one-time expenses, according to commission-
er Victoria Reinhardt, who chairs the County 
Board’s Budget Committee. 

The challenges of the pandemic are expect-
ed to continue well into next year, Reinhardt 
said. The county will be working to “squeeze 
every nickel” out of the revenue it has, “but 
we know these steps aren’t sustainable for the 
long term,” she said.

The Ramsey County budget for 2021, which 
was initially proposed at $763,123,318, has 

been trimmed to $747,471,298—a 0.9 percent 
increase over 2020. The proposed property tax 
levy to support that budget is $326,073,145, 
the same amount levied in 2020.

The levy as proposed would make up 43.6 
percent of the county’s total revenue in 2021. 
Other funding sources include state and fed-
eral programs, local fees and charges, and the 
reserve fund. 

County officials are considering changes in 
their capital improvement program for 2021, 
adding $5.2 million for affordable housing by 
shifting or dropping other planned spending.

The county has a separate levy for tran-
sit operations. The proposed property tax 
levy for the Regional Rail Authority in 2021 is 
$27,570,385—a 0.6 decrease from 2020.

For more information on their tax bill for 
2021, property owners may call the County 
Assessor’s office at 651-266-2131.

By Jane Mcclure

Saint Paul’s decades-long effort to recon-
struct its residential streets with new 
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, streetlights 

and boulevard trees will continue across the 
city in 2021-25. The Residential Street Vitality 
Program (RSVP) got underway in 1995 with a 
to-do list of 88 projects. Sixty-eight of those 
projects have been completed in the past 25 
years, according to Paul Kurtz, an engineer in 
the city’s Department of Public Works. It is 
expected to take another 25 years to complete 
the last 20 projects, he said.

Several local projects are included in the 
five-year Saint Paul Streets Plan that the City 
Council reviewed on November 18. Saint 
Paul Streets is the new name for RSVP. The 
five-year plan includes city street and bridge 
reconstruction projects, city and county mill 
and overlay projects, city sidewalk replace-
ment and state and federally funded road 
work.

When RSVP began 25 years ago, Saint Paul 
was able to do three or four street reconstruc-
tion projects in a single season. However, 
costs have risen much faster than city fund-
ing. Some projects, like the Griggs-Scheffer 
project in Highland Park, have been extended 
over several years. Griggs-Scheffer began this 
year and is expected to be completed in 2021.

City Council president Amy Brendmoen 
said that by the time all of the residential 
streets are reconstructed, the city will have to 

go back and reconstruct the streets that were 
done in the first years of RSVP. “We’re not get-
ting this done,” she said.

Saint Paul Streets projects are chosen ac-
cording to the relative condition of the streets, 
Kurtz said, and streets are regularly reevaluat-
ed to see if they need to be moved up or down 
on the work schedule. While the city was able 
to carry over as much as $1.3 million in funds 
from 2019 to 2021, that is not enough to fully 
address the need. 

The second phase of the Griggs-Scheffer 
project, for example, will require $12.6 million 
of Saint Paul Streets funding next year. An-
other $1.1 million will be spent on downtown 
pavement and sidewalk improvements, and 
$100,000 will go toward the Lexington Park-
way-Montreal Avenue-West Seventh Street 
reconfiguration that began this year. That 
project is also slated to receive $1 million in 
Municipal-State Aid (MSA) funds in 2021 and 
$2.5 million in 2022.

Two other Saint Paul Streets projects sched-
uled for 2022 are the reconstruction of Edg-
cumbe Road between Fairview and Saint Paul 
avenues at a cost of $6.65 million and Summit 
Hill alley improvements totaling $600,000.

Summit Avenue between Victoria Street 
and Lexington Parkway will be reconstructed 
in 2023 at a cost of $6.64 million. Summit be-
tween Hamline Avenue and Mississippi River 
Boulevard is among several local streets slated 
for mill and overlay work in 2023-25. The re-
construction of Pleasant Avenue between Vic-

toria Street and Saint Clair Avenue is penciled 
in for $4.28 million in 2025. 

Another big street project coming up is 
the reconstruction of Grand Avenue be-
tween Snelling and Fairview avenues, with 
$800,000 in design work in 2023 and $6.69 
million for construction in 2024. That project 
will be paid for with MSA funds.

Local residents who have endured a year of 
detours during the recent reconstruction of 
Highway 5 near Fort Snelling will get a respite 
before the Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation reconstructs West Seventh Street 
between Munster and Saint Clair avenues in 

2025 at a cost of $1.75 million.
Some upcoming Saint Paul Streets proj-

ects will be funded through the city’s Capital 
Improvement Budget (CIB), including future 
traffic improvements around the Highland 
Bridge development ($1.3 million in 2022), a 
noise wall along I-94 between Fairview and 
Prior avenues ($100,000 in 2022), a Walnut 
Street steps retaining wall ($2.5 million in 
2023), and a Grand Hill retaining wall near 
I-35E ($1 million in 2024 and $500,000 in 
2025).

Some projects draw on multiple sources 
of funding. Reconstruction of the eastbound 
Kellogg Boulevard bridge by RiverCentre is 
set for $1.5 million in CIB funding and $2.71 
million in MSA funding in 2021. Work on the 
Shepard Road bridge near Otto Avenue is slat-
ed for $500,000 in MSA funds and $500,000 
in federal funds in 2023. Work on the recon-
struction and rehabilitation of Randolph Av-
enue retaining walls, a roadway approach 
and a bridge over the Union Pacific railroad 
tracks near the Mississippi River is slated for 
$2 million in CIB funds in 2021, $225,000 in 
CIB funds in 2022 and another $2.4 million in 
federal funds in 2022.

Local streets slated for city or county mill 
and overlay projects in 2021 include Hamline 
Avenue between Randolph and Highland 
Parkway, Jefferson Avenue between West 
Seventh and Victoria streets, and Saint Paul 
Avenue between Edgcumbe Road and West 
Seventh. 

Phase II of the Griggs-Scheffer street reconstruc-
tion project in the summer of 2021 will redo the 
rights-of-way that appear in black above.

Saint Paul approves five-year plan for repairing streets, bridges

Who’s complaining: Ramsey County eyes 0% tax levy increase

Debate over police funding dominates city hearing on tax levy
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By Carolyn Walkup

Hunger is on the rise in Min-
nesota and so too are the 
opportunities for people 

of good will to help alleviate that 
hunger. One in five children in Min-
nesota is suffering from food inse-
curity. That is up from one in eight 
children before the COVID-19 pan-
demic began, according to Second 
Harvest Heartland, the agency that 
stocks food shelves in Minnesota 
and western Wisconsin.

Second Harvest is calling this 
year’s demand for emergency food 
assistance the highest the U.S. has 
seen since the Great Depression.  
“COVID has undone more than a 
decade’s worth of progress in re-
ducing Minnesota’s food insecurity 
rate,” said Second Harvest Heart-
land CEO Allison O’Toole. “More 
people than ever are facing hunger 
today, and the hardships will only 
intensify as winter sets in and gro-
cery budgets take a back seat to 
non-negotiable expenses like heat, 
medication and internet service for 
distance learning.”

More than 1 million Minnesotans 
have applied for state unemploy-
ment benefits since March. How-
ever, the federal stimulus payments 
of last spring are a distant memory, 
and the relief offered by such pub-

lic programs as Pandemic-EBT are 
about to run out along with the gov-
ernment moratoriums on tenant 
evictions and home foreclosures. 

The growing need has strained 
the resources of food shelves in 
neighborhoods served by the Vil-
lager. The food shelf at the Hallie Q. 
Brown Community Center in Sum-
mit-University has seen its base of 
regular patrons increase by more 
than 5,000 since March. Keystone 
Community Services recorded a 93 
percent increase in food distributed 
from its  shelves in Saint Paul’s Mer-
riam Park and North End neighbor-
hoods from September 2019 to Sep-
tember 2020. Neighborhood House 
has seen a 65 percent increase in 
the number of patrons served at its 
Francis Basket food shelf in High-
land Park.

The three food shelves have had 
to change the way they distribute 
food since the pandemic began. Pa-
trons now pick up their orders curb-
side or have them delivered to their 
home instead of selecting the food 
off the shelves themselves.

Keystone, in addition to offering 
curbside pickup at its food shelves 
at 1916 University Ave. and 1459 
Rice St., operates a Foodmobile with 
stops at such locations as the Uni-
versity of Saint Thomas, the Univer-
sity of Minnesota’s Saint Paul cam-

pus, Saint Paul College and Central 
Towers in downtown.

New this year is delivery to the 
homebound, to mostly elderly peo-
ple, through Keystone’s partner-
ships with Metro Mobility and 
Transit Link. Keystone is planning 
to shift that program to volunteer-
based deliveries in January. Twenty-
four volunteers will be needed each 
week, according to president and 
CEO Mary McKeown. 

In addition to these food pro-
grams, Keystone conducted several 
drive-through distribution events 
through the USDA’s new COVID 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP). 
That federal program included fresh 
food from farmers who had lost 
their restaurant customers to the 
state shutdown. Keystone’s own 
surveys have indicated that close 
to 60 percent of the 32,900 people 
who benefited from the program 
were new to seeking food support 
this year.

Keystone’s plan is to continue 
serving those CFAP clients, many 
of whom have lost their jobs and 
expect to be out of work for a long 
time, McKeown said. However, she 
is concerned that the program may 
not be renewed next year.

Hallie Q. Brown distributed 
53,400 pounds of food to more 
than 1,500 individuals in October, 
in addition to 8,000 pounds at lo-
cal school sites and 3,000 pounds at 
local churches, according to execu-
tive director Jonathan Palmer. “As 
long as there’s a need, we’ll accept 
new clients,” he said. Community 
center staff are now handling the 
packing of food boxes, which are 

customized for special dietary and 
cultural needs. “We lost 90 percent 
of our volunteers (since the COVID 
outbreak),” Palmer said. “They were 
mostly seniors who are vulnerable 
(to infection).”

Hallie Q. Brown gets its food 
through Second Harvest and the 
Food Group as well as partnerships 
with Hy-Vee, Cub Foods and Missis-
sippi Market. The food markets do-
nate perishable food they have been 
unable to sell.

Food donations are always wel-
come at Neighborhood House’s 
Francis Basket food shelf at 1293 E. 
Maynard Drive, according to Sarah 
Berger, director of resource devel-
opment, although monetary dona-
tions are preferred. “We try to make 
sure that anyone in Saint Paul who 
needs food gets it,” she said, “and 
we can make a dollar go farther 
than people who donate food they 
purchase at the grocery store.”

The three local food shelves also 
welcome new volunteers. For in-
formation on how you can help, 
contact Hallie Q. Brown at hallieq-

brown.org or 651-224-4601; Key-
stone at keystoneservices.org or 
651-645-0349; or Francis Basket at 
neighb.org or 651-789-2500. 

The Saint Paul Public Schools 
continues to distribute food dur-
ing school vacations and while 
its schools are closed for distance 
learning. The district has distrib-
uted 13 million meals since mid-
March. Saint Paul families with 
school-age children are eligible for 
the free meal boxes, which they can 
pick up at five different high schools 
or have delivered by school bus.

Free food is also distributed by 
smaller programs in the area, in-
cluding Palace Community Center 
at 781 Palace Ave. from 2-4 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays; Dunning 
Recreation Center at 1221 Marshall 
Ave. from 2-4 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Fridays; the Department of Indian 
Work at 1671 Summit Ave. (contact 
interfaithaction.org or call 651-789-
3849); and the Miniharvest month-
ly produce distribution (next sched-
uled from 7:30-10 a.m. Saturday, 
December 19) at Minnehaha United 
Methodist Church, 3701 E. 50th St. 
in Minneapolis.

Free packaged meals and lunch 
bags are also available at select 
times at the Midway YMCA at 1761 
University Ave. and the Salvation 
Army at 401 W. Seventh St. 

People who would like to help the 
hungry this holiday season can feed 
twice as many people by donating 
money to Second Harvest Heart-
land. Second Harvest will match all 
monetary donations received be-
tween now and December 31. For 
information, visit 2harvest.org.

Growing hunger has 
strained resources 
of area food shelves
The need is up from 65-93% 
since the pandemic began

The food shelf 
at the Hallie Q. 

Brown Community 
Center in Summit-
University has seen 
its base of regular 

patrons increase by 
more than 5,000 

since March.

Volunteer Judy-Ann Ehrlich hands Saint Paul College student John Yang a bag of groceries from the Keystone Community 
Services Foodmobile during its monthly stop on December 2 in the parking lot west of the school.  PhotoS bY brAD StAuFFEr

Keystone Foodmobile manager Eleanor heberlein (right) signs in patrons as they 
line up for their grocery order in the parking lot of Saint Paul College.

Inc. MLS

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave. • 651 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S. Cleveland • 651 698-2434edinarealty.com

With over ONE MILLION 
unique visitors a month, 
list your home on the most-used 
real estate site in Minnesota,
edinarealty.com

Mary Hardy

BEAUTIFUL SPACES!
1210 Scheffer: This inviting home 
has all the amenities, main floor 
family RM addition, newer kitchen, 
C/A, screened porch, FP, large 
rooms, finished basement w/
egress window plus sauna/bath. 
612 751-0729  LOW $600's 

CROCUS NEW CONSTRUCTION!
944 Goodrich: 2020 Built 
beauty. ★Call for information 
on upcoming new construction 
opportunities! ★

 
612 751-0729  $1,195,000 Mary Hardy Rachel Nelson

SUMMIT HILL TOWNHOME!
Ring in the New Year in your new home-
3+BR, 4BA's, cherry HW floors, updated 
spa-like master BA, 2nd fl laundry, 2 car gar. 
Spend sunfilled days reading in the sun-
room & cool evenings by the FP. Room for 
everyone to have a space for work /study.
651 225-3909         $474,900

MENdOTA HEIgHTS TH!
Beautiful 2BR, 3BA,  townhome 
located in secluded park like area. 
This home features 3 finished lev-
els all updated with a bonus room 
in lower level. Attached 2 car ga-
rage, fireplace, large deck. 
651 260-5133 $349,900Tom Strombeck

SOLD
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By Jane Mcclure

An appeal of the site plan for a proposed 
five-story apartment building at 1769 
Grand Ave. was denied on December 

4 by the Saint Paul Planning Commission. The 
appeal had been filed by 14 neighbors of the 
development, a 12-unit building that would 
replace a century-old duplex on the 50-by-
201-foot lot.

“This development is a dramatic depar-
ture from the historic use of the property,” 
said Ann Steingraeber, an attorney for the 
neighbors. She and the neighbors asked that 
the developers—Lucas Wiborg and his group 
Good Timing LLC—set aside the current plan 
and work with local residents on a smaller  
building.

The building’s 12 apartments would be 
large with a total of 43 bedrooms. According 
to Summit Avenue resident Anne Geisser, the 
building is inconsistent with the Macalester-
Groveland neighborhood plan and the city’s 
comprehensive plan. Those plans call for 
taller buildings to be at corners and not mid-
block as the Good Timing project is.

Geisser said the developer did not meet 
with neighbors before submitting plans for 
the building to the city. “We always felt we 
could compromise on a plan,” she said.

Wiborg said he did reach out to neighbors 
about the project. He also said the new apart-
ments will help meet a strong demand for 
homes of that type in the Macalester-Grove-
land neighborhood. 

“This is a housing type that is sorely need-
ed,” Wiborg said. According to him, neighbors 
are unfairly criticizing the project.

Last April the Saint Paul Board of Zoning 
Appeals (BZA) denied three variances for the 
project—for minimum lot size, side-yard set-
back and parking. However, the developer ap-
pealed to the City Council, which overturned 
the BZA ruling.

City staff approved the site plan for the 
apartment building earlier this year, and the 
Planning Commission’s Zoning Committee 
recommended that the appeal be denied on 
November 19.

The site is appropriately zoned for medium-
density multifamily housing. The building 
will have 12 three- and four-bedroom units. 

Several floor plans are being offered, but most 
of the apartments are multilevel in design. 
Monthly rents range from $2,500 to $3,400.

The neighbors are concerned about the vi-
sual impact a five-story building would have 
on the Summit Avenue West Historic Preser-
vation District. Privacy is another concern. 
“The building will tower over the houses on 
our block,” said Summit Avenue resident Deb 
Ashland.

Neighbors are also concerned about the po-
tential for additional alley traffic and on-street 
parking congestion. Twelve off-street parking 
spaces are planned, or seven fewer than the 19 
spaces required without a parking variance.

The Planning Commission received three 
letters from Summit Avenue neighbors sup-
porting the appeal and three letters support-
ing the project. The Summit Avenue Resi-
dential Preservation Association supported 
the appeal and sent a letter raising concerns 
about the project. The Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council sent a letter reiterating 
its past support for the project’s variances, 
though it did not take a formal position on the 
appeal.

City denies appeal of proposed five-story building on Grand Ave.

HPC sets new hearing on Portland Ave. townhouse

The Grand Avenue facade of the five-story apart-
ment building planned for the 50-foot-wide lot at 
1769 Grand Ave.

By Jane Mcclure

Adispute over whether a proposed 
three-unit townhouse at 540-542 
Portland Ave. would fit in the His-

toric Hill District will return to the Saint 
Paul Heritage Preservation Commis-
sion (HPC) for another public hearing on  
December 14. 

The HPC approved building plans and 
the city’s Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 
approved six variances for the project in 

October. The City Council was set to hear 
appeals of both of those approvals on De-
cember 2, but laid the matter over until  
December 16.

The appeals were filed by William Gar-
man “Gar” Hargens and Mary Staples 
Thompson of 548 Portland Ave. Hargens is 
a former chair of the HPC. 

Hargens and Thompson said they and 
other neighbors did not receive notice of 
the online HPC hearing, which was held at 
the same time as the one for the BZA. They 

contend that their testimony was excluded 
from the HPC hearing, which prompted the 
commission to hold the hearing again. 

The appellants also argue that the vari-
ances for setbacks, lot size and parking do 
not meet required standards, such as dem-
onstrating that there are practical difficul-
ties of developing the property and the use 
will not alter the essential character of the 
surrounding area.

Portland townhouse  c7The front elevation (facing Summit Avenue) of the pro-
posed three-unit townhouse at 540-542 Portland Ave. 

Nobody Cares for Eyes
 More Than Pearle

Our #1 priority is the safety of our 
patients and team. Upon entering, 
sanitizer and masks will be provided 
and temperatures will be taken.

VISIT PearleVISIonHIgHland.com
TO SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM®

Highland Shopping center
2024 Ford Parkway • 651-698-2020

exceptional family eye care

Use your Vision Benefits or
Flex Spending by 12-31-20

Grand and Lexington

The Safest Place to Buy 
Eyewear in Minnesota

Visit AGRANDEXPERIENCE.COM for a full directory.

From wonderful holiday dining take-out and curbside pickup 
destinations, to local and national specialty retailers, 

we’ve got a lot of your favorite things on Grand Avenue!  

Celebrate �e
holidays and

local businees!

GRAND & VICTORIA
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Three-story apartment building 
planned for 2132 Grand Avenue

Jerome Exley owns a duplex at 2132 Grand 
Ave. He and his family lived in one of the units 
from 2008-12 and watched as five- and four-
story apartment buildings were constructed 
on the lots on either side of them. While he 
and his wife had hoped to move back to the 
duplex as empty-nesters, “we’ve just kind of 
been left in the dust with development on 
both sides,” Exley said. So now they want to 
tear down the duplex and build a three-story 
apartment building in its place.

The Exleys received the green light for the 
seven-unit building on November 30 when 
the Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals ap-
proved a 2-foot setback variance for the sur-
face parking lot they are planning off the alley 
in back. The zoning code requires off-street 
parking to be a minimum of 4 feet from any 
property line. A setback of 1.9 feet is proposed 
from the east property line.

The apartment building will be just over 30 
feet high—well under the maximum 40-foot 
height limit in that area. The property is zoned 
for multifamily use, so no zoning change is 
needed.

The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council Housing and Land Use Committee 
had recommended approval of the variance.

Redesigned Dale Street bridge 
over I-94 reopens to traffic

After nine months of detours, the Dale 
Street bridge over I-94 reopened to traffic in 
late November with wider sidewalks, im-
proved bicycle connections and public art-
work that proclaims “We are Rondo” in 12  
different languages. 

The artwork pays tribute to the surround-
ing neighborhood’s history as the city’s pre-
dominantly African-American neighborhood 
and celebrates its diverse population today. 

The Dale Street bridge continues to provide 
two lanes of motorized traffic in each direc-
tion. However, turn lanes have been added to 
improve traffic flow. The bridge work contin-
ues this month with the installation of new 
lighting, so travelers can expect short-term 
closures. The final details of the project will be 
completed next summer, including the recon-
struction of Dale Street between Iglehart and 
Concordia avenues.

The $14.7 million project was a collabora-
tive effort by the Ramsey County Department 
of Public Works, the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation and the Saint Paul Depart-
ment of Public Works. 

City Council orders demolition 
of home at 1904 Princeton Ave.

A house in Macalester-Groveland that has 
been on the city’s vacant properties list since 
2007 must be torn down within 15 days due to 
its poor condition. The Saint Paul City Council 
voted 7-0 on December 2 to order the removal 
of the 1,230-square-foot home at 1904 Princ-
eton Ave. with no option for repair.

Owners John Kattar and Mary Jo Durand 
have continued to pay property taxes and 

vacant building fees on the 1922 house. How-
ever, its chimney and foundation are in a dete-
riorated condition, as are interior and exterior 
walls and the detached garage in back.

The couple’s attorney, Steve Anderson, said 
that while the couple have made progress in 
clearing out the house and addressing some 
of the structural problems, the COVID-19 
pandemic has slowed work. Anderson asked 
that they be given more time to clean out the 
house. They have received offers to purchase 
the house, he said. 

Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tolbert 
said that the problem had gone on for  
long enough. The house has been vacant lon-
ger than he has been on the City Council, he 
noted.

HPC approves new single-family 
home for vacant Summit Ave. lot

The second time was the charm for devel-
oper David Hovda. His plans for a new single-
family home on a vacant lot at 1498 Summit 
Ave. were approved by the Saint Paul Heritage 
Preservation Commission on November 16.

The HPC had rejected his previous plans in 
April, citing a lack of information on the build-
ing’s height and on how the house would re-
late to neighboring structures in the Summit 
Avenue West Historic Preservation District.

Hovda changed the height of the house and 
the pitch of the roof in response to the HPC’s 
concerns. He is now planning to build a two-
story house with fiber cement lap siding, an 
architectural asphalt shingle roof and a metal 
roof above the front porch. A detached garage 
will be built in back with access from the alley. 

The house will occupy a 490-square-foot 
lot, which is a typical size for many Saint Paul 
neighborhoods but relatively small for Sum-
mit Avenue. The house will be situated so 
that its front lines up with other homes on the 
block.

Mendota Heights City Council 
seat to be filled by appointment

The Mendota Heights City Council will in-
terview candidates for a vacancy on the City 
Council during a work session scheduled for 5 
p.m. Monday, December 14, at a location still 
to be determined. 

The vacancy was created by the November 
12 resignation of Liz Petschel. Applications 
from prospective council members were ac-
cepted until November 30. The City Coun-
cil and mayor-elect Stephanie Levine were 
scheduled to review the applications on De-
cember 8, after this issue of the Villager went 
to press. 

The City Council is expected to appoint the 
interim council member later this month to 
serve in that role until Mendota Heights’ next 
general election on November 8, 2022, when 
voters will choose a council member to serve 
the remainder of the open term plus an addi-
tional four years.

For more information, call 651-452-1850 or 
visit mendota-heights.com.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and Dale Mischke.

News Briefs

Several other neighbors also oppose the 
project, as does the Ramsey Hill Association 
and the Summit Avenue Residential Preser-
vation Association. They contend the town-
house would be too large for the site and 
would be an “odd duck” in the neighborhood. 

Developer Sullivan Property Investments 
II has received several letters of support from 
other neighbors and the backing of the Sum-
mit-University Planning Council. The com-
pany contends that the project will provide a 
needed housing option, and that its design is 

consistent with existing historic guidelines. 
The new townhouse would be built on 

the rear of a lot that already has a three-unit 
townhouse fronting Portland. The front en-
trance of the new building would face Sum-
mit Avenue. It would be similar in design to 
the existing Dutch Colonial building.

Architect Carlos Perez said the develop-
ment team met twice with neighbors to dis-
cuss the project. 

“We believe we have a plan that fits very 
well into the neighborhood,” Perez said, add-
ing that the project would be a major im-
provement to what is now a vacant lot.

6b portland townhouse

On the fence about sell inn  your home? Now is the time.
Take advantane of these historically low interest rates 

with a real estate expert at your side.  We are your partner.
Whether you're upnradinn  or downsizinn ,  let's  make it  happen.

 

Each Office  ndependently Owned and Operated

marti@reidellestey.combob@reidellestey.com
M A R T T  E S T E YBO B  R E T D E L L

748 Grand Ave
St. Paul, MN 55105

971 Sibley Memorial Hwy 
Lilydale, MN 55118

2100 Ford Pkwy
St. Paul, MN 55116

767 Osceola Street -  $750,000 

2048 Portland Avenue -  $514,900 

1623 Summit Avenue -  $689,900 319 Ramsey Street -  $849,900 

1945 Rome Avenue -  $730,000 

594 Warwick Street -  $499,900
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FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
Simple Traditions

by BRADSHAW

Contact us today for more information.

671 South Snelling Avenue  |  Saint Paul, MN 55116 
488 Humboldt Avenue  |  Saint Paul, MN 55107  

651-767-9333
SimpleTraditions.com

Elegance
Where

Meets
Affordability.

Discover a uniquely refreshing funeral 
option for the Highland area families. Simple 
Traditions by Bradshaw offers simple yet classy 
options at an extremely affordable price. With 
a range of burial, cremation and ecofriendly 
green cremation choices, we specialize in 
meaningful tributes, first-class service and 
elegant simplicity. Stop by today and see 
what makes us distinctively different.
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VIEWPOINT
By Jerome Johnson

The decision by the Metropolitan 
Council and Ramsey County to select 
the “modern streetcar” as the “locally 

preferred alternative” for transit along West 
Seventh Street between downtown Saint Paul 
and Minneapolis-Saint Paul International 
Airport (MSP) is now proceeding to a second 
phase (Villager, November 11). It should 
instead be proceeding to a complete re-
examination of that decision.

The modern streetcar never really made 
sense for the Riverview Corridor. It is too 
slow, too costly, too disruptive and runs 
within a suboptimal route structure.

Too slow? It will take five minutes longer 
to ride a modern streetcar between Union 
Depot and MSP than riding Metro Transit’s 
No. 54 bus today. All for $2 billion. Too 
disruptive? Imagine West Seventh rendered 
nearly impassable for three years of construc-
tion and then consider one streetcar-involved 
collision every 40 or so days — the standard 
accident rate now plaguing similar U.S. 
transit networks. Suboptimal route? Where 
else would you be able to go on a modern 
streetcar where you cannot go now by bus? 

The modern streetcar makes even less 
sense today. The civil unrest that sent 
our community reeling earlier this year is 
forcing a renewed focus on the social and 
economic needs of the marginalized, the 
disadvantaged, the transit-dependent and 
our essential workforce. Those needs include 
access to more job opportunities within a 
reasonable commute time, getting to and 
from work and school more consistently 
on time, and enhanced comfort and safety 
on vehicles and at stations. The modern 
streetcar, on the other hand, caters to the 
needs of downtown convention-goers, 
lunchtime office workers and out-of-town 
hockey fans and concert-goers. 

The COVID-19 pandemic, with or without 
a vaccine, is also changing the way we go 
about our business, if not the way we party. 
Future commuting patterns will feature 
longer and more frequent two-way trips 
throughout the day as the traditional 9-to-5 
commutes decline, office buildings and hotels 
convert to apartment buildings, and in-town 
retail outlets give way to outlying big-box 
fulfillment centers. Commuters will be 
working in places like Eden Prairie, Hopkins, 
Brooklyn Park and the Ford site rather than in 

downtown Saint Paul.
In tomorrow’s world, it will be just 

as important to get through downtown 
efficiently as it is to go downtown today. 
Transportation networks that feature 
higher-speed, unimpaired trunk lines with 
seamless, efficient transfer points, safe and 
walkable transit stations and creative first- 
and last-mile options will be the order of the 
day. There is nothing about the $2 billion 
Riverview Corridor streetcar that fits this 
model. 

A post-pandemic, post-civil unrest re-
examination of the streetcar alternative 
needs to occur, one that addresses the 
following: 

• How the Riverview Corridor transit 
network can be reimagined so that 
commuters can safely access at least 30 
percent more job opportunities within the 
standard 45-minute commute window. The 
modern streetcar is at least 10 mph too slow 
for this.

• How West Seventh transit fits within 
a broader surface transportation plan that 
includes a repurposed and traffic-calmed 
Shepard Road, the recreational and social 
objectives of the Great River Passage 

initiative and the now-idle Canadian Pacific 
Railway spur. Put another way, does it really 
make sense to downsize Shepard Road and 
constrict capacity on West Seventh with 
streetcar operations? 

• How the post-pandemic transit needs of 
the nearby Ford site are to be met. It is slated 
to become one of the densest urban mixed-
use developments in the nation and yet there 
is no explicit mobility and transit equity plan. 
Why? 

• How and where post-pandemic, transit-
oriented development can work for all 
corridor stakeholders.

Times change, and the Riverview Corridor-
West Seventh Street transit selection process 
needs to change as well.

The pandemic, for all its carnage, has 
given us an additional year or two to take 
a collective breath, decide what really 
matters and then remake our critical transit 
infrastructure to fit that reality. It has 
become increasingly difficult to see a modern 
streetcar as part of that new reality. 

Jerome Johnson is a retired transportation 
economist and a resident of the Summit Hill 
neighborhood.

Times change and so must the plan for transit along West 7th

A new Thanksgiving tradition
For the last 50-plus years I have been the official 

Thanksgiving dinner host for our extended family. I cleaned, 
shopped, chopped, prepped, cooked and baked for four 
days. This year there was no gathering. We ordered our 
Thanksgiving meal as takeout from Highland Cafe in the 
Highland Shopping Center. Our local family members did the 
same. The meals were fabulous. Every dish I usually made 
was there and a big choice of pies as well. A new tradition is 
born. 

Kathryn Bennett 
Highland Park

Only fools rush in
It seems almost every proposed construction project 

involves a variance request, if not two or three. Remember, 
we don’t have to say “yes” to the first person who asks us to 
dance. 

Please hesitate before approving yet another height 
variance at 485 S. Snelling Ave. (southwest corner of 
Snelling and Randolph avenues). Also, think hard about 
the description of the first floor of the proposed building: 
parking, rental office, fitness center. No retail? There are 
building designs that can enhance rather than detract from 
that corner. Highland Park and Macalester-Groveland 
should stand up and demand a better design that can still be 
profitable to the builder.

I will miss the gas station at Snelling and Randolph. It 
offers free tire air, specialized fuel for small engines, and 
competition for Speedway and BP. And you can see the sky 
above the station. Thank you for that.

Kristen O’Brien
Highland Park

Cut the city budget with care
Saint Paul Mayor Melvin Carter’s city budget for 2021 must 

cut his number of cabinet members down to seven members. 
With seven City Council members, he should be able to get 
along with seven cabinet members. 

The city’s Public Works budget must receive adequate 
funds for the safety of vehicles and pedestrians, including 
winter plowing, salting and sanding streets and such summer 
street maintenance repairs as pothole patching and street 
sweeping. The Police Department budget must receive 
adequate funds for the safety of the people and their property. 
The Fire Department budget must receive adequate funds in 
order for emergency responders to get to a burning issue in a 
timely manner.

The Saint Paul Public Library’s deepest projected budget 

cuts must be restored due to increasing unemployment 
from COVID-19. With thousands of Saint Paul residents 
unemployed, many have likely needed to disconnect their 
internet service, including parents of school-age children now 
unable to do distance learning.

The city’s Parks and Recreation budget must be adequately 
funded to continue with emerald ash borer tree removals and 
replacements and provide places to exercise. Community 
centers have exercise equipment in their buildings that need 
to be used. We’re all less active when orders are given to stay 
home. More people have gained weight, and obesity is now a 
health pandemic.

Hopefully, the mayor and City Council will seriously 
rethink their proposed budget cuts to the departments of 
Public Works, Police, Fire, Parks and Recreation and Public 
Library for the benefit of citizens.

Sue Shetka
Macalester-Groveland

A note to MH’s new mayor
Congratulations to Stephanie Levine on her election as 

mayor of Mendota Heights. 
Levine promised that as mayor she will be visible and 

accessible. Yet within two weeks of her election, she asked the 
City Council to delay her swearing in because she would be 
on vacation. 

During her campaign, she identified priorities to plan, 
preserve, protect and promote Mendota Heights. She also 
targeted a need for a healthy environment, sustainability 
and revenue for the city. Every one of these issues is already 
identified in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan for the city. This 
raises the question as to whether her priorities differ in any 
significant way from those already built into the planning 
process for the next two decades.

As a member of the District 197 School Board, Levine 
supported a series of decisions contrary to the best interests of 
Mendota Heights residents. In particular, she endorsed siting 
the new Sibley High School stadium immediately adjacent to 
the residents north of Warrior Drive. When the stadium was 
in use, she inappropriately insisted that stadium users have 
the right to park on Warrior Drive even though there was 
plenty of parking on school property. Noise pollution from the 
new stadium will compromise the quality of life of Warrior 
Drive residents for the indefinite future. And despite the 
pandemic, Levine supported sending staff and students back 
into enclosed school environments while convening virtual 
meetings of the School Board. 

It strikes me as hypocrisy for Levine to invoke the above 
values to defend decisions that undermine the interests of 
residents and then have us believe that she will rely on the 
same values to provide inspirational leadership as mayor in 

defense of these same interests.
Mendota Heights stands alone among first-tier Twin Cities 

suburbs in that it is primarily residential and largely built out 
with low density and limited commercial development. In her 
campaign literature, Levine rightly refers to the city’s unique 
character. Here are some policies I suggest she support to 
sustain the city’s character: 1) oppose high-density residential 
projects, 2) do not pander to developers, 3) variance 
applications merit skepticism, 4) fiercely defend our lot-size 
ordinance, and 5) nurture our Southwest Business Park since 
its commercial success is vital to our city. 

Thomas Smith
Mendota Heights

Brazen machinations
If President Trump manages to wheedle a second term in 

office by overturning the legal election, I cannot help mentally 
channeling the alternative reality in the second installment of 
the Back to the Future trilogy when Bif is in charge.

Mary Therese Nelson
Highland Park

A welcome rant
I think it’s pretty fair to say that 2020 has been a rough year 

for us Villager readers. Between COVID-19, the lockdowns and 
grueling economic conditions, 2020 has been a year with few 
notable highlights. 

So it was with much delight that I opened up to the 
monthly Kathleen Deming rant to discover that she was once 
again complaining about organized trash collection (Villager 
Inbox, November 25). It brought me back to the halcyon days 
of yesteryear when the residents of this great city ignored 
such rabble-rousing and voted overwhelmingly in favor of 
city-run garbage collection.

Thank you, Kathleen, for bringing a singular tear of joy to 
this wizened face. May next year bring better times for all.

April King
Snelling-Hamline

INBOX

The Villager welcomes letters to the editor and longer 
guest editorials. To be considered for publication, all 
commentary must be signed, indicate the neighborhood 
in which the writer lives and provide a phone number 
for verification purposes. You may your send your 
commentary to the Villager, 757 S. Snelling Ave., Saint 
Paul, MN 55116; email it to letters@myvillager.com; or 
submit it via our website at myvillager.com/editorial.
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By Jane Mcclure

Agreeing that more public com-
ments are needed, the Saint 
Paul City Council on December 

2 laid over an appeal from developers 
to demolish a former auto repair garage 
at 156 N. Dale St. to make way for a new 
apartment building. The council is ex-
pected to take up the appeal again on  
January 27.

The Summit-University Planning 
Council (SUPC) asked for more time to 
weigh in on the matter, said Ward 1 City 
Council member Dai Thao. The delay is 
meant to coincide with the SUPC’s next 
meeting on January 26. Executive direc-
tor Jens Werner said the district council 
was not aware of the appeal until it ap-
peared on the City Council agenda.

The former auto repair garage’s fate 
has been debated for months. It is part 
of an L-shaped parcel near Selby Avenue 
and Dale Street that is being eyed for a 
new four-story apartment building.

The Saint Paul Heritage Preservation 
Commission (HPC) voted in October to 
reject a request from TJL Development 
and Chase Real Estate group to demol-
ish the one-story brick garage. A similar 
request was also denied in March. The 
HPC is involved because the building is 
in the Historic Hill District.

In his appeal, Jim LaValle of TJL noted 
the extensive renovations the garage has 
undergone since it was built in 1915. The 
building was modified in 1926 with the 
addition of a brick storefront. It served as 
an auto repair shop for many years, but 
has been vacant for a decade. Its win-
dows have been boarded up and LaValle 
said the structure is in a deteriorated 
condition.

“The building does not have any re-
maining historic character, materials, 
features or spaces that merit or conform 
with historical status,” LaValle said.

He noted that if he is allowed to rede-
velop the Dale Street property, the new 
building would match the auto garage 
setback. He pointed out that renovating 

the former garage would cost an esti-
mated $1.6 million.

The city received one letter from 
neighbors in opposition to the demoli-
tion request and one in favor. Patrick 
Rhone and Bethany Gladhill said the ga-
rage building tells the story of everyday 
people of Saint Paul and is worth saving. 
Katie Kraft called the garage a “vacant, 
blighted eyesore” and said it should 
come down.

Allison Suhan Eggers, senior heritage 
presentation planner for the city, said 
LaValle would have to follow a process 
to document the garage and its history 
if the City Council opts for demolition. 
She said LaValle would also need HPC 
approval if the garage is demolished 
and new plans for the property are de-
veloped. Changes would also possibly 
have to go back to the Planning Com-
mission or Board of Zoning Appeals if  

variances are needed.
The developers originally proposed 

to construct an apartment building on 
vacant lots at 594 Selby and on the ga-
rage site. When the first demolition 
permit request was denied, the plans 
were changed to build the apartment 
on Selby only and to remodel the ga-
rage. That project—a five-story apart-
ment building with around 80 units—
was approved by the HPC and Planning  
Commission earlier this year.

However, the deteriorated condition 
of the garage prompted the developers 
to seek a demolition permit and to ex-
pand to the Dale Street parcel. Prelimi-
nary plans reported in October called for 
reducing the Selby portion of the build-
ing to four stories and constructing a 
four-story addition facing Dale for a to-
tal of around 105-110 apartments.

City Council members Amy Brend-
moen and Mitra Jalali praised the pro-
posed redevelopment. “I’m excited 
about a four-story project in a very  
vibrant area,” Brendmoen said.

Jalali cited the layers of hurdles that 
can be created for developers in histor-
ic districts and said housing would be 
a “much better use of the site.” While 
agreeing to Thao’s request for a layover, 
Jalali said she was ready to support the 
appeal.

Council hears appeal to raze Dale St. garage

Jim LaValle of TJL Development wants to replace the one-story brick garage at 156 N. Dale St. 
with a four-story addition (shown here) to his planned Selby-Dale apartment building. 

Decision laid over 
to give SUPC time 
to consider issue

“The building does not 
have any remaining 

historic character, 
materials, features or 
spaces that merit or 

conform with historical 
status,” LaValle said.
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Don’t delay, schedule a furnace tune-up today!
Furnace Tune-Up 
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Monoxide Test

FREE
Second Opinion!
on any Furnace Repair 
including cracked heat 

exchangers!

Don’t repair your 
old furnace, replace it

with a new
98% efficient LENNOX.  
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NO INTEREST for 1 YEAR!

Air is Life. Make it Perfect.

$39 OFF
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With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get 
skilled Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney 
Repair, Cedar Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even
Solar options. 
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service. And, we guarantee our work.
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 By Frank Jossi

Inspired by the way Macalester College has 
embraced the safety protocols of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Highland Park resident 

Bridget Faricy put together gift bags for the 
many Mac students who will remain on or 
near campus through the holiday season. 

Faricy, a wholesale distributor of knitwear, 
had a back load of unsold merchandise after 
months of canceled markets and other bou-
tique events. Without customers to serve or 
markets to attend, she had a yen for helping 
people through the pandemic.

Early in the pandemic, Faricy noticed Ma-
calester students wearing masks and main-
taining a safe social distance. She called the 
college and learned that about 150 students 
would be staying in the area over the long 
winter break rather than returning home.

“Macalester students are super-mindful of 
the COVID precautions,” Faricy said. “With 
the winter coming, I had thousands of pieces 
of knitwear left and I wanted to give it away to 
people who would welcome it.”

Macalester has done an impressive job of 
limiting the spread of the coronavirus. Ac-
cording to the college’s COVID dashboard, 
during the week of November 24-30 Mac ex-
perienced just four positive results out of 174 
students tested. With an enrollment of 2,049, 
the college had a total of just 46 coronavirus 
cases between August 26 and December 2. As 
of late November, Macalester’s test positiv-

ity rate stood at 2.3 percent, compared to the 
state average of 10.2 percent. 

Faricy enlisted several friends in her gift 
bag project. Amy Wescott mixed 35 pounds of 
caramel to produce 650 pieces of the confec-
tion. Local fashion designer Laura Hlavac do-
nated masks for the gift bags. Artist Amy Fyle 
chipped in candles. Another local woman, Su-
san Duffy, added neck gaiters. A GoFundMe 
campaign raised $670, enough to buy 50 gift 
cards from TeaSource in Highland Village and 
17 more from Roots Roasting on Saint Clair 

Avenue.
Contributing to the gift 

bags was a chance “to give 
back to the community,” 
Wescott said. “Bridget’s 
initiative was a good one in 
recognizing the students for 
everything they were doing 
to prevent the spread of CO-
VID.”

Macalester’s student 
government distributed the 
gift bags to the students, 
many of whom are from 
other countries or distant 
states. A representative of 
the student government, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous, was moved by 
the neighbors’ gesture. “I 
thought it was amazingly 
generous,” she said. “It was 
totally unexpected, and ev-
eryone was so grateful. It 
lifted a lot of spirits. It was 
nice to see students smile 
about something, because 
it’s been a really gloomy se-
mester.”

Macalester biology pro-
fessor Paul Overvoorde, co-

chair of the college’s Infectious Disease Task 
Force and a special adviser on COVID to Ma-
cacalester president Suzanne Rivera, offered 
a note of caution. Though the case numbers 
have remained low, he said, “the reality is that 
things can change quickly.” The college re-
mains vigilant, he said, with a coordinated re-
sponse across all departments and disciplines 
and strong communications.

The Macalester community has embraced 
the need for masks, social distancing and 

remote learning, according to Overvoorde. 
“We’ve been fortunate that our students and 
staff are responding in ways that enable us to 
get through it,” he said. 

It is primarily first-year students who are 
living on campus this fall and attending the 
few in-person classes or meetings being held 
at Macalester. The students live alone in their 
dorm rooms, a strategy that has allowed 
those who need to quarantine to stay put. The 
college also provides isolation rooms for those 
who contract COVID.

Macalester divided its first semester into 
two 71/2-week modules. Full-time students 
are enrolled in two courses in each module to 
make for a typical four-course semester load. 

With the low number of cases, more profes-
sors were able to offer in-person classes and 
meetings by the start of the second module, 
according to Overvoorde. But because of the 
rising number of COVID cases statewide, the 
campus went to all remote learning on No-
vember 20. A college survey indicated that 
20 percent of the students who were on cam-
pus planned to remain at home following 
the Thanksgiving break and study remotely 
through the end of the semester on December 
19, he said. 

Macalester’s second semester, which be-
gins on January 19, will also have two mod-
ules, but beyond that, the spring term is large-
ly unscripted. “This virus is so unpredictable,” 
Overvoorde said. “I have a sense of optimism, 
but there are still a lot of lingering questions. 
We’re hoping that by next fall the concern 
about COVID will be a lot lower.”

Faricy’s hope is that the gift bags will give 
Macalester students some joy over the holi-
days. As for her own contributions, “I could be 
sad about the tens of thousands of dollars go-
ing out the door,” she said, “but it’s beautiful 
stuff, and it’s making people happy.”

Duane Nyugen (second from left) and three other Macalester College 
students who declined to give their names received the gifts donated 
by neighbors as comfort to those students who will not be going 
home for the holidays during the winter break.  Photo by braD Stauffer

Neighbors lift Macalester’s spirits with 150 holiday gift bags

1738 Grand Avenue, St. Paul  55105  •  (651) 698-6000
www.jflorist.com

www.jflorist.com • 651-698-6000

1738 GRAND AVENUE • ST. PAUL, MN 55105

   Last Minute
Gift Guide Ideas

Hours
Mon-Fri Dec 14-18 8am to 8pm
Sat Dec 19 8am to 5pm
Sun Dec 20 10am to 5pm
Mon-Wed Dec 21-23 8am to 8pm
Thur Dec 24 8am to 4pm

Tis’ the season for
holiday cheer and shopping

A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738 Grand Avenue 55105   
(651) 698-6000  jflorist.com

Wintery Wishes Tree
Deck the halls with this elegant Christmas tree-

inspired arrangement, festively presented in a 
glass cylinder with sparkling silver finish and 

serene, snowy wonderland scene.  This
arrangement includes miniature white

carnations, oregonia, and noble fir.

Approximately 14” W x 18” H
$99.99

$69.99

Sleigh Bells Bouquet 
Sleigh bells ring! Sliding into the

season in a vintage metal sleigh 
with rustic antique finish and
pull rope, this lush mix of
snow white roses and cedar 
greens delivers classic
Christmas style!     
 
Approximately 
16” W x 12” H    

Their generosity was 
inspired by students’
efforts to control the 
spread of coronavirus
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 FROM FEAR

Family Service at 5 pm 
Livestreamed carols and the Christmas story for all ages.

Candlelight Service at 7 pm  
Prerecorded special prelude recital followed by 

carols and candlelight.

Celebrate the birth of Christ and the gifts of this season 
online with Macalester Plymouth United Church. 

 We bring the story, carols, and candlelight to you via YouTube.  
You bring Christ's light into a hurting world. Join us!

Services found at 
www.macalester-plymouth.org/livestream

worship virtually with
Pilgrim Lutheran Church!

Christmas looks 
a little different 
this year.

pilgrim lutheran church
1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul
(651) 699-6886 | pilgrimstpaul.org
a home for hungry minds & souls
an ELCA, RIC, caring for creation congregation
Pastor Carol Tomer & Pastor Jen Rome

Christmas Eve @ Pilgrim

virtual Christmas coffee time
following both worship services

4:00 PM

Virtual Christmas
Program & Worship 

Homily by Pastor Jen Rome
for all ages | live on zoom

opens @ 3:40 | prelude @ 3:50

Pastor Carol Tomer Preaching

7:00 PM

Virtual Festival
Worship Service

live on zoom

opens @ 6:40 | prelude @ 6:50

join at tinyurl.com/pilgrimchristmas

Holiday Worship Services

Fairmount Avenue United 
Methodist Church

December 24
Online Christmas Eve

Worship
4:30 & 10:30 pm

on
Facebook Live and YouTube

find links on
www.faumc.net

Tune in at 4:00 & 10:00pm for a seasonal
music presentation before worship.

A welcoming, joyful
community; igniting

hearts and minds for
God’s work.

Meaningful tradition for an untraditional Christmas.

575 SNELLING AVE. S. John & Michael O’Halloran

 651-698-0796         ohalloranmurphy.com 

Funeral & Cremation Services

Michael and I wish you and your
families a very happy and safe Christmas 

during these difficult times.

   Merry Christmas 

In the past we have provided information on the Christmas services  
at area churches. This year, because of the Covid-19, each church  
has special conditions that are in place for its Christmas services.  
We encourage you to find the website of the church that you are  
interested in attending and to get their specific information. Each of 
the churches can be telephoned. We hope this is helpful. 

May the deep and abiding joys of Christmas fill 
your heart and bring you every happiness.

Christmas Services
at Area Churches

January
 6 - Education
 6 - Health & Fitness
20 - Education
February
 3 - Summer Camp
 3 - Valentine’s Day
17 - Boomers & Beyond
March
 3 - Home Improvement Fair
 3 - St. Patrick’s Day
17 - Home Improvement
31 - Home Improvement
31 - Easter
April
14 - Home Improvement
28 - Gardening
28 - Mother’s Day
May
12 - Health & Fitness
12 - Graduation
26 - 
June
 9 - Father’s Day
23 - Boomers & Beyond

July
 7 - Highland Fest
 7 - Rondo Days
21 - Real Estate
August
 4 - Education
18 - Education
September
 1 - Home Improvement
 1 - Selby Jazz Fest
15 - Home Improvement
29 - Home Improvement
October
13 - Boomers & Beyond
13 - Halloween
27 - General Election
27 - Halloween
November
10 - Holiday Gift Ideas
24 - Holiday Gift Ideas
December
 8 - Holiday Gift Ideas
22 - Last Minute Gift Idea
22 - Education
22 - Health & Fitness

villAger 2021
DAteS AND eveNtS FOr tHe NeW YeAr

Your Neighborhood News Source Since 1953

For more information, contact 
Gary Ball at 651-699-1462 or 
email gball@myvillager.com
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we know the 
way home

651.228.9102     
authconst.com

740 Grand Ave
mn license #Bc005210

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom RemodelingQuality home health care since 1991.

275 E. 4th Street, Suite 781, St. Paul, MN  55101
Hours:  Mon - Thur: 9am - 4pm Fri:  9am - 12pm • By appt only

Your Home,
Your Independence.

“Home care is more
affordable than you

might think.”

763-546-1000
inhomepersonalcare.com

Erin Govrik
Owner/Exec Dir

By Frank Jossi

Following a spring and sum-
mer marked by staff layoffs 
and other belt-tightening in 

the wake of the first COVID-19 lock-
down, Circus Juventas was plan-
ning a triumphant return to the big 
top with its first-ever Christmas 
show on the first two weekends of 
December. Then came Governor 
Tim Walz’s November 18 declara-
tion of a second lockdown through 
mid-December.

A Hygge Holiday is now scheduled 
for three evening performances and 
two weekend matinees on Janu-
ary 28-31 under the big top at 1270 
Montreal Ave. Tickets will go on sale 

in mid-December.
The plan is to require all circus-

goers to wear facemasks, enter the 
arena at staggered times and watch 
the show from socially distanced 
seats. Following state guidelines, 
the big top will be limited to a maxi-
mum of 250 people, or a quarter of 
its capacity. Performers will main-
tain a minimum 12-foot distance 
from the audience. They will wear 
facemasks at all times when off-
stage. When on stage, they will have 
a choice not to be masked if they 
are at least six feet from all other  
performers.  

A Hygge Holiday is Circus Juven-
tas’ first show since the summer of 
2019. It tells the story of a group of 

young people heading up north on 
a ski trip. Their car breaks down in 
the woods where they find them-
selves with no shelter or phone and 
only the strength of their friendship 
to rely on. 

“The story is about them com-
ing together,” said assistant artistic 
director Rachel Butler-Norris. “We 
also just want to show everyone 
that we’re still here and we’re still 
performing and putting on a show.”

Butler-Norris is the daughter of 
Dan and Betty Butler, the couple 
who founded the youth circus and 
school 25 years ago. Betty Butler 
“has crafted a show with a very sim-
ple story  line that’s uplifting and a 
happy family holiday event,” Dan 
said. Instead of the usual epic three-
plus-hour production, the per-
formance has been cut to 70 min-
utes with no intermission and no  
concessions.

Like most arts organizations, 
Circus Juventas has taken a signifi-
cant financial and artistic hit dur-
ing the pandemic. Every five years, 
Circus Juventas has held an anni-
versary celebration that draws as 
many as 10,000 people. Planning 
for this year’s 25th anniversary cel-
ebration ended with the outbreak of  
COVID-19, Butler said. Instead of the 
big celebration, the company pre-
sented an online performance and 
fundraiser that raised $212,000. “It 
was just like the most unbelievable, 
heartfelt, heart-warming thing that 
our community could do to help us 
keep going,” Butler said. 

Last March Butler had to lay off 
70 employees and cancel the spring 
show, which would have involved 
as many as 800 entertainers, three 
different sets and 12 performances. 
Circus Juventas also canceled its 
summer camps as well as its sum-
mer show, which regularly sold as 
many as 22,000 tickets. The losses 
amounted to half the theater’s rev-
enue, Butler said. A federal Paycheck 
Protection Program loan provided 
some financial stability, but the cir-
cus still had to cut salaries.

Without the benefit of in-person 
classes and hands-on instruction, 
the circus’ teachers developed near-
ly 40 online classes augmented by 
occasional demonstrations in front 
of students’ homes, Butler said. 
Butler-Norris taught her classes via 
Zoom by talking students through 

tricks, performing exercises with 
them, showing videos and miming 
movements. “It’s really, really dif-
ferent,” she said. “It forced all of us 
to be super-creative about how we 
teach.”

Three board members and five 
staff members came up with a pre-
paredness plan that allowed Circus 
Juventas to reopen in July with 180 
advanced students. Fall enrollment 

jumped to 580 students—far short 
of the usual 1,000 students at the 
start of the school year. Classes were 
scaled back from 60 to 45 minutes 
to give staff time to clean the equip-
ment before the next class com-
menced. 

Teachers and students have all 
been wearing face masks and stay-
ing at least six feet apart. One stu-
dent and one staff member con-
tracted COVID, but neither of them 
caught it from attending a circus 
class, Butler said.

This fall’s part-time schedule has 
circus coaches working fewer hours 
and making only half their usual 
salaries, Butler said. Five staff mem-
bers were permanently let go.

Butler hopes a COVID vaccine will 
allow Circus Juventas to regroup 
and open more fully next spring 
or summer. “We’re hopeful that at 
some point next year things will be 
back to quasi-normal,” he said.

Tickets for A Hygge Holiday are 
$40, or $30 for children age 10 and 
under. For more information or res-
ervations, visit circusjuventas.org or 
call 651-699-8229.

The show goes on
Despite pandemic and postponements, 
Circus Juventas returns to the big top 
with new holiday production in January

Emme Martini, 18, practices her aerial silks routine in preparation for Circus Juven-
tas’ first-ever holiday show, rescheduled for January 28-31 under the big top.

Danny Butler and Juliette Kline, both 18, rehearse for Circus Juventas’ holiday show, 
A Hygge Holiday, rescheduled for January 28-31. Photos By BraD stauffer

For its 25th 
anniversary, the 

company presented an 
online performance 

that raised $212,000. 
“It was just like the 
most unbelievable, 

heartfelt, heartwarm
ing thing that our 
community could
do to help us keep 

going,” Butler said. 
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We Recommend Books.

nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

We are open for shopping by appointment.
Visit www.nextchapterbooksellers.com for details.

$89*

Dr. B.L. Bomberg Dr. Tami Pham Dr. Noah Berge

  Exam, X-rays 
  & Basic 
  Cleaning for

FALL SPECIAL!

We’ve Moved!
New Place...New Name...Same Faces

* New patients only, deep cleaning additional charge. 
$298 value. Transferable. Please share with your family, 

friends and co-workers. Expires Dec. 31, 2020.

651-699-5600
hamlinefamilydental.com

1347 Larpenteur Avenue West
Saint Paul, MN 55113

$79*

By Jane Mcclure

Saint Paul City Council members voted 
unanimously on November 18 to estab-
lish a 40-person Community First Pub-

lic Safety Commission and provide it with a 
$71,200 budget. Plans for the commission had 
been announced the previous day by Mayor 
Melvin Carter. The group will be led by the 
nonprofit Citizens League and is expected to 
wrap up its work in May. That in turn will in-
form the city’s 2022 budget process.

The commission is an outgrowth of this 
year’s $1.7 million Community First Public 
Safety program, which was a late addition 
to the 2020 city budget in response to ris-
ing crime rates. Some City 
Council members, although 
mindful of the pandemic’s 
impact on city services, have 
been impatient about the 
program’s slow launch.

“Now more than ever, 
amid the many crises we 
face, re-envisioning emer-
gency response is a criti-
cal step toward realizing 
safer outcomes,” Carter 
said. “This commission will 
help us expand our Com-
munity First Public Safety 
framework and further 
chart a path forward for our  
community.”

As of November 24, Saint Paul had 30 ho-
micides in 2020, equaling the total for all of 
2019. Rising rates of gunshot injuries and oth-
er crimes have roiled many neighborhoods. 
Incidents of gun violence have risen nation-
ally during the COVID-19 pandemic and in the 
wake of the death of George Floyd while the 
custody of Minneapolis Police.

Citizens League executive director Kate 
Cimino said the league is not coming in with 
a predetermined solution to the issues facing 
the city, but will work to gather diverse per-
spectives on them. A few years ago the league 
led the city’s research on raising the minimum 
wage.

Carter hopes to announce his commission 
picks soon. He said the group will represent a 
broad spectrum of the city. City Council mem-
bers are already pushing for some groups to 
be represented, including the Black Ministe-
rial Alliance and those who live in neighbor-
hoods hit hardest by crime.

The mayor also emphasized that the com-
mission’s work will be ongoing, and that 
continued responses to issues of violence and 
policing are needed. In his 2021 budget talks, 
the mayor called for mental health workers, 
housing counselors, social workers and other 

non-law enforcement experts to work with 
police on some calls.

A major focus for the commission will be 
on 911 calls and new ways to respond to many 
types of lower-priority calls. Police in recent 
years have already shifted calls such as prop-
erty damage, auto accidents and theft to on-
line reporting. Lower-priority calls now being 
eyed for change include parking complaints, 
shoplifters held by store personnel, and bark-
ing dogs.

Police Chief Todd Axtell said he supports 
the commission and its study of 911 calls, say-
ing that other means of responding frees up 
police officers for more urgent calls.

The push to redirect 911 calls comes at a 
time when the Police De-
partment faces rising calls 
and cuts in its officer ranks. 
Axtell has estimated that 
there will be a record num-
ber of 911 calls in 2020—
about 77,820.

The commission will also 
look at creating a separate 
city office to oversee Com-
munity First Public Safety, 
and possibly an office of vio-
lence prevention.

City Council members 
unanimously supported the 
commission and praised its 
co-chairs and the involve-

ment of the Citizens League. The co-chairs 
are John Marshall, Xcel Energy’s director of 
community relations, and Acooa Ellis, a se-
nior vice president of the Greater Twin Cities 
United Way. They both are former City Coun-
cil legislative aides. Marshall worked for Pat 
Harris in Ward 3 and Ellis for Carter when he  
represented Ward 1.

St. Paul reimagines delivery 
of its public safety services

Correction

Contrary to a story in the November 25 
Villager, Rose Street Patisserie is not 
moving out of Keg and Case Market 

at 928 W. Seventh St. Rose Street Patisserie 
closed its kiosk there last March in response 
to the health concerns of staff, according to 
spokesperson Mary Quinn McCallum. How-
ever, owner and pastry chef John Knaus and 
his business partner and wife Elizabeth Rose 
plan to expand the kiosk by taking over an 
adjacent stall in preparation for the eventual 
reopening of Keg and Case Market. The couple 
closed Rose Street Cafe in the adjacent Raths-
keller building in July due to the pandemic; 
however, their Bread Lab in the same building 
continues to create wholesale products for the 
Rose Street Patisserie at Selby and Snelling av-
enues and other retail clients.

Commission’s focus will be on new ways to 
respond to many lower-priority police calls

“Now more than 
ever, amid the 
many crises we 

face, re-envisioning 
emergency response 

is a critical step 
toward realizing 
safer outcomes,” 

Carter said. 

OUT OF WORK DUE TO COVID-19?
FIND WHAT’S NEXT.

• Virtual hiring events.
• Personalized guidance.
• Employment action plans.

LEARN MORE AT ramseycounty.us/Next
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SOLAR INCENTIVES 
ARE SUNSETTING

AFTER 2021

GET THE 22% TAX CREDIT
BEFORE IT DISAPPEARS

651-401-8522 
1264 Energy Lane

Saint Paul MN

AllEnergySolar.com

Stay Connected!

Whether making a call, sending an email or writing a note, keep in 
touch during this time of social distancing. Realtors® support the  
communities in which they live and work in countless ways.

By Anne Murphy

Local independent retailers have been 
making their lists and checking them 
twice to ensure customers find comfort 

in safe shopping and joy in giving this holiday 
season. Their shops are stocked with gifts to 
delight, enchant, enrich and educate, and to 
keep their recipients warm throughout the 
winter. 

“We really do have something for every-
one,” said Sarah Sweet, owner and operator of 
I Like You Too, 416 S. Snelling Ave. “Right now 
is one of my favorite times of the year. Artists 
get to break out of their normal crafting rou-
tine and try something new and fun.”

I Like You Too specializes in consignment 
gifts from local artisans. Sweet and co-owner 
Angela Lessman opened I Like You in Min-
neapolis in 2007 and I Like You Too in 2016. 
Sweet, who lives just eight blocks away on 
Saint Clair Avenue, showed off an ornament 
that reads, “Love from Saint Paul”; match-
ing hat and mittens that read, “UFF DA”; and 
the book Murder in Minnesota—A Collection of 
True Cases by Walter N. Trenerry. 

“Other products for which we get the most 
complimentary feedback are our array of af-
fordable jewelry, greeting cards, candles, 

soaps, tea towels and T-shirts,” Sweet said. 
“It’s definitely not a normal holiday season. 
Will it be enough to pull us through? We don’t 
know. We aren’t giving up though.”

Charlemagne Fine Jewelry, 1262 Grand Ave., 
is once again aglow with its custom creations. 
Charles and Harriet Fogarty opened the store 
in 1974, and of all of their 47 holiday shopping 
seasons, this one comes with the sincerest 
hope that shoppers find an abundance of joy 
in buying gifts, Harriet said. 

“It’s been a really tough year for all of us 
along Grand Avenue. There has never been 
anything like it,” she said, referring to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the civil unrest fol-
lowing the death of George Floyd. “We also 

had our website 
hacked.” 

Charlemagne 
has always of-
fered diamonds 
and gemstones 
with unique 
hand  made set-
tings, and “we 
have exquisite 
pieces this year,” 
Harriet said. 
Customers may 
also appreciate 
the shop’s hand-
blown glass.

“We want 
shopping to be a 
special occasion, 
an incredible ex-
perience,” Harriet 
said. To support 

that, she and her staff are following all safety 
guidelines, from sanitizing surfaces to wear-
ing masks. “We can’t offer cookies as in past 
years, but customers can be assured of secu-
rity and safety,” she said.

At Cadenza Music, 149 N. Snelling Ave., 
owner Dan Lehn is offering sheet music, in-
struments and online music lessons as gifts. 
“We have holiday music for piano, ukulele, 
guitar, and band and orchestra instruments,” 
said Lehn, who purchased the 46-year-old 
store last January after having worked there. 
“As for selection, we do have a shortage of 
some instruments, notably guitars and digi-
tal pianos, but we have a healthy selection of 
ukuleles and band and orchestra instruments. 
We’re also leasing musical instruments—
woodwinds, brass and strings—at a prorated 
amount to encourage students of all ages and 
experience to sign up.” 

 Cadenza’s large staff of instructors have 
been offering lessons online since the CO-
VID outbreak began, according to Lehn. “The 
private, one-on-one instruction is delivered 
straight to our customers’ homes,” he said.

Next Chapter Booksellers manager David 
Enyeart said the store at 38 S. Snelling Ave. 
is pleased to offer shopping by appointment 
this holiday season. “Customers can come 
into a portion of the store, browse a selection 
of our favorite books and talk to a bookseller 
to get recommendations,” he said. “It strikes a 
good balance between helping customers get 
that bookstore experience while keeping staff 

separated and safe. Or, if you know exactly 
what you want, we have quick and easy curb-
side pickup with no reservations required.”

For parents, Next Chapter is recommend-
ing The Highlights Book of Things to Do. “It is 
packed with activities to keep children enter-
tained and thinking,” Enyeart said. “Foodies 
should check out Land of 10,000 Plates: Stories 
and Recipes from Minnesota. Pair it with a copy 
of Pints North: Minnesota’s Craft Beer Culture, 
and you’ve got a gift to tempt just about any-
one’s taste buds.

“People who want to celebrate today’s Min-
nesota should pick up Somewhere in the Un-
known World: A Collective Refugee Memoir,” ac-
cording to Enyeart. In it, Saint Paul author Kao 
Kalia Yang has compiled stories of immigrants 
from around the world who made their way 
to the Twin Cities. 

“Twenty twenty has been a tough year,” 
Enyeart said. “We’ve really missed having 
readers in the store to talk about books.” 

Sisters Lucy Egberg and Jeni Schmit own 
and operate Roseberry Kids out of their homes 
on Goodrich and Portland avenues, respec-
tively. Their mother is Bolivian, and most of 
the online store’s merchandise is from South 
America.

“We hang our hats on our Peruvian chil-
dren’s sweaters,” Egberg said. “Sweaters are 
our most popular seller because they’re a 
unique and practical gift for any child and 

Giving from heartland
Independent retailers across area 
offer to fill your Christmas gift list

Modern home decor found at Charlemagne Fine Jewelry. Photo by brad StauFFer

I Like you too clerk Swilla Wiederin giftwraps an order behind a selection of the Snelling avenue gift 
shop’s ceramic mugs. Photo by brad StauFFer
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“Twenty twenty has 
been a tough year,” 

Next Chapter’s David 
Enyeart said. “We’ve 
really missed having 
readers in the store 

to talk about books.” 
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they seem to last forever. 
As we endure COVID this 
winter, these sweaters 
will brighten your day and 
keep your kiddos cozy and 
warm. And you can pair the 
sweaters with fun hair ac-
cessories and toys.” 

Before the pandemic, 
Roseberry Kids sold ex-
clusively at the Minnesota 
State Fair and the European 
Christmas Market outside 
Saint Paul’s Union Depot. 
“People encouraged us to 
start a website so we could 
keep in touch and they 
could shop year-round,” 
Egberg said. “COVID forced 
us to take the plunge. I think 
we’re all looking for silver 
linings through this incred-
ibly challenging time, and 
this is one of those silver 
linings for us.” 

Every December Antho-
ny Scornavacco Antiques 
at 23 W. Sixth St. is trans-
formed into a Christmas 
wonderland with a vast 
collection of handmade 
ornaments from Germany, 
Italy and Poland. This year 
owner Tony Scornavacco is particularly proud 
of two ornaments that commemorate Saint 
Paul. Handmade in Poland, the ornaments 
depict Landmark Center and the Como Con-
servatory. 

Scornavacco is carrying on a long tradi-
tion of bringing holiday joy to customers of 
all ages. “I have customers who came here as 
children at Christmas and are now bringing 
their children and grandchildren,” he said. 
Their joy provided all of the motivation he 
needed to once again make space among his 

antiques for a 14-foot Christmas tree.
Setting up the tree is always an enormous 

undertaking, according to Scornavacco, but 
one that was especially important this year. 
Shoppers who come to see the shop’s tree and 
ornaments can be assured that all prescribed 
safety precautions are in place, he said. 

 “I’m proud to be a part of this corner of 
Saint Paul,” Scornavacco said. That part of 
downtown, with the Hamm Building, Saint 
Paul Hotel, Landmark Center and Rice Park, 
exemplifies the beauty and spirit of the city, 
he said.

14b holiday giving

Co-owner Harriet Fogarty is surrounded by a colorful assortment of 
handcrafted stone and glass vessels and sculpture at Charlemagne 
Fine Jewelry, 1262 Grand Ave.  PHoto by brAd StAuFFer

The Pillars of Highland Park, 1925 Norfolk 
Ave., has named Annalise Wasberg its new 
manager of Dimensions Memory Care. Was-
berg hails from Marshall, Minnesota, and 
studied at the University of Wisconsin-Stout. 
She has extensive experience in senior liv-
ing enrichment and most recently worked 
for Walker Methodist. Learn more about the 
Dimensions program at ebenezercares.org/
dimensions-program.html.

Hiway Credit Union, which has local branch-
es near downtown Saint Paul and Fort Snel-
ling, has officially moved to a Minnesota state 
charter, dropping the “federal” from its name. 
It was founded in 1931 to serve the employees 
of the Minnesota Highway Department. Pres-
ident/CEO David Boden said the state charter 
allows it more flexibility to add branches and 
better serve its members. The charter change 

means anyone who lives, works, worships 
or attends school in the seven-county metro 
area is eligible to join.

Leadership Saint Paul, a personal and profes-
sional development program of the Saint Paul 
Area Chamber of Commerce Charitable Foun-
dation, is seeking applications for its class of 
2021. Preference will be given to the first 100 
applications received. This will be the 41st 
class of Leadership Saint Paul graduates. The 
application deadline is December 15. To apply, 
visit form.jotform.com/202945781772162.

The Wireless Zone, 740 Main St, #102, Men-
dota Heights, is partnering with the Marine 
Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots campaign to 
collect new toys for less fortunate children 
this Christmas. Toys can be dropped off at the 
store through December 12.

“Be the Light,” a virtual Hanukkah event 
that celebrates the Jewish concept of tikkun 
olam (repairing the world), will be offered on 
Thursday, December 10, by the Jewish Com-
munity Center. The program will begin at 4:15 
p.m. with a candle lighting. That will be fol-
lowed by a craft activity. Instructor PJ Library 
will show how to make a Hanukkah-inspired 
window installation with materials found 
around the home, such as bubble wrap, wrap-
ping paper, tissue paper, construction paper, 
wax paper, tin foil, yarn, ribbons, string, tape, 
glue and twist ties. Visit stpauljcc.org.

The Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company 
will present a virtual  reading of The Chanukah 
Guest by Eric Kimmel at 3 p.m. Friday, Decem-

ber 11. The live presentation by Kim Kivens, 
Joshua Bagley and Craig Johnson is free, but 
reservations are required. Call 651-647 4315.

Or Emet, the Minnesota Congregation for 
Humanistic Judaism, will host the follow-
ing online programs: a Hanukkah party from 
5-6:30 p.m. Saturday, December 12, including 
a blessing and candle lighting, games, music 
and presentations by children from the con-
gregation’s Jewish cultural school; and Ham-
line University professor David Schultz speak-
ing on “What Happened in the 2020 Election 
and Why It Matters” from 10-11:30 a.m. Satur-
day, December 19 (a short Sabbath service will 
precede the program). To register, email Scott 
Chazdon at president@oremet.org.

Business Briefs

Religious Notes

Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Equal Housing Opportunity.
OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation    MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

Now reserving, call Dianna today to learn more!
Information Office 
Carondelet Center
1890 Randolph Avenue, Suite 109
Saint Paul, MN 55105

651.432.4940
LexingtonLanding.org

Lexington Landing is a new senior community within the friendly 
Highland Park neighborhood of Saint Paul. Residents will enjoy 
beautifully appointed one-level floor plans with an active, 
maintenance-free lifestyle. 

Select one-bedroom senior apartments still available!

• Maintenance-free living
• Nutritious meals
• Compassionate staff
• Access to supportive services

OPENING SOON

Your Neighborhood News Source Since 1953

For more information, contact 
Gary Ball at 651-699-1462 or 
email gball@myvillager.com

UPCOMING EDUCATION EDITIONS
JANUARY 6 & 20 DEADLINE DECEMBER 31 & JANUARY 14

Distance Learning, In Classroom or Hybrid
Learn what’s going on in our

January 6 & 20 Education Editions.
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 2000 block of Ford Parkway at 
6:43 p.m. Sunday, November 15.

Burglary—Garage burglaries were re-
ported on the 500 block of Brimhall Street on 
November 13, two on the 1800-2000 blocks of 
Highland Parkway on November 16, the 1900 
block of Ford Parkway on November 19, and 
the 700 block of South Cleveland Avenue on 
November 25.

—Residential burglaries were reported on 
the 1300 block of Watson Avenue and the 
1000 block of Otto Avenue on November 19, 
two on the 2200 block of Stewart Avenue on 
November 23, the 2300 block of Edgcumbe 
Road on November 23, and the 2200 block 
of West Seventh Street and the 2200 block of 
Stewart on November 24.  

Theft—Thefts of items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1700 block of Scheffer Avenue on Novem-
ber 15, the 1900 block of Norfolk Avenue on 
November 17, the 2200 block of Ford Parkway 
on November 18, the 1800 block of Graham 
Avenue on November 23, and the 2000 block 
of Ford Parkway on November 25.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 
2200 block of West Seventh Street on Novem-
ber 18, and the 600 block of South Snelling  
Avenue on November 19.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Saun-
ders Avenue and Davern Street on November 
15, and the 1400 block of Pleasant Avenue on 
November 25. 

Miscellaneous—A narcotics incident in-
volving the possession of heroin was reported 
at 1:14 a.m. Tuesday, November 17, on West 
Seventh Street and Dealton Avenue.

—Felony damage to property was reported 
on the 1700 block of Bayard Avenue at 11:57 
p.m. Tuesday, November 17. 

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A garage burglary was reported 

on the 1100 block of Ashland Avenue at 8:30 
a.m. Friday, November 13. 

Theft—A shoplifting loss of over $1,000 
was reported on the 1300 block of University 
Avenue at 5:54 p.m. Thursday, November 12.

—A vehicle was reported stolen on the 1300 
block of University Avenue on Wednesday, 

November 18. 
Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 

1100 block of Marshall Avenue at 2:02 a.m. 
Saturday, November 14.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A burglary was reported on 

the 1300 block of Grand Avenue at 12:38 p.m.  
Friday, November 13.

—Garage burglaries were reported on the 
1400 block of Grand Avenue on November 15, 
the 1700 block of Berkeley Avenue on Novem-
ber 17, the 200 block of South Snelling Avenue 
on November 22, the 300 block of Warwick 
Street and the 300 block of South Snelling Av-
enue on November 23, and the 400 block of 
South Saratoga Street on November 24.

—A residential break-in was reported on 
the 200 block of South Snelling Avenue at 9:37 
a.m. Tuesday, November 24.  

Theft—Thefts of items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles 
on the 300 block of South Hamline Avenue 
on November 12, the 1200 block of Osceola  
Avenue on November 14, and the 1400 block 
of Saint Clair Avenue on November 20. 

Assault—An aggravated assault was re-
ported on Randolph and Snelling Avenues at 
1:40 a.m. Friday, November 13.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage 
to property was reported on the 2000 block of 
Grand Avenue at 5 a.m. Thursday, November 19.

Mendota Heights
Burglary—An item was reported stolen 

from a vehicle in a garage on the 1000 block of 
Highway 13 at 11:13 a.m. Friday, November 13.

Theft—A running vehicle was reported 
stolen at 5:46 a.m. Tuesday, November 17, on 
the 1300 block of Third Street.

Miscellaneous—Police responded to a 911 
call about a friend who drove off, leaving the 
caller and a child abandoned at a business 
on Dodd Road and Wesley Lane at 11:27 p.m. 
Friday, November 13. The caller said he was 
driving his friend’s car because his friend was 
drunk. The caller stopped at the business so 
his child could use the bathroom. They re-
turned to find the drunk friend driving away. 
The suspect’s vehicle was located about 40 
minutes later and the driver was arrested after 
refusing to take a DWI test.

—The illegal dumping of old cabinets and 
other construction material was reported in 
the park at the end of Historic Pilot Knob at 
1:56 p.m. Saturday, November 14.

Merriam Park
Burglary—Garage burglaries were report-

ed on the 400 block of Otis Avenue Novem-
ber 12, on Carroll Avenue and Pascal Street 
on November 12, and on the 1800 block of  
University Avenue on November 19.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen 
on the 400 block of North Roy Street on  
November 13, and the 100 block of North 
Wilder Street on November 15. 

—Thefts of items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1600 block of Marshall Avenue on Novem-
ber 19, and the 400 block of North Fairview 
Avenue on November 23.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage 
to property was reported on the 1800 block 
of University Avenue on November 14 and the 
300 block of Pierce Street on November 18.

—A narcotics incident involving the pos-
session of methamphetamine was reported 
at 6:13 a.m. Wednesday, November 18, on the 
400 block of North Cleveland Avenue.

Fire—A fire in a recreational vehicle parked 
at a homeless camp was reported at 4:50 a.m. 
Monday, November 30, at I-94 near Cretin  
Avenue. According to media reports, a 51-year-
old man was hospitalized for smoke inhala-
tion and several tents were destroyed.

Summit Hill
Burglary—A burglary was reported on the 

100 block of South Dunlap Street at 9:43 a.m. 
Wednesday, November 18.

—A commercial break-in was reported on 
the 90 block of Grand Avenue at 3:43 a.m. Sat-
urday, November 21.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 400 block of Grand Avenue on November 
13 and 24.

—Thefts of items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from two vehicles 
on the 900 block of Grand Avenue on Thurs-
day, November 19. 

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on Grand 
Avenue and Dale Street at 2:31 a.m. Saturday, 
November 14.

Summit-University
Robbery—Strong-arm robberies were re-

ported on the 400 block of Selby Avenue on 
November 13, the 200 block of North Dale 
Street on November 16, and on Dayton Av-
enue and Mackubin Street on November 18.

Burglary—Two burglaries were reported 

on the 600 block of Laurel Avenue on the 
weekend of November 14-15.

—A residential break-in was reported on 
the 1000 block of Summit Avenue at 10:30 
a.m. Friday, November 20.

—Garage burglaries were reported on the 
1000 block of Portland Avenue on Novem-
ber 21, and the 200 block of Maiden Lane on  
November 23.

Theft—Two vehicles were reported stolen 
on the 700 blocks of Dayton and Iglehart av-
enues on November 14. Others were reported 
stolen on the 800 block of Concordia Avenue 
and the 400 block of Portland Avenue on No-
vember 21.

Assault—An aggravated assault was re-
ported on the 300 block of Marshall Avenue 
at 8:33 a.m. Saturday, November 21.  

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
300 block of Dayton Avenue on November 22, 
and on Concordia Avenue and Victoria Street 
on November 24.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage 
to property was reported on the 900 block 
of Marshall Avenue at 3:40 p.m. Thursday,  
November 12.

West End
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 300 block of South Exchange 
Street at 11:34 p.m. Monday, November 16.

Burglary—A commercial break-in was 
reported on the 700 block of South Victoria 
Street at midnight Saturday, November 14.

—Garage burglaries were reported on the 
700 block of Stewart Avenue on November 
20, and the 800 block of Juno Avenue on  
November 21.

Theft—Thefts of items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 700 block of Mercer Street on November 
16, the 100 block of West Seventh Street on 
November 19, and the 100 block of Kellogg 
Boulevard on November 20.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on Saint 
Clair Avenue and Erie Street on November 
12, the 300 block of Arbor Street and the 800 
block of Jefferson Avenue on November 13, 
and the 1000 block of West Seventh Street and 
the 400 block of View Street on November 17.

—Three vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 1100 block of Pleasant Avenue on Wednes-
day, November 25. 

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
800 block of Palace Avenue at 9:28 p.m.  
Sunday, November 15.

Crime Report

Official drop site thru December 11

NO-FEE 
PREPAID 
GIFT CARDS*

Thru Dec. 31, 2020

Member FDIC

745 Market Street - Mendota Heights
www.gateway.bank | 651-209-4800

*All non-clients must pay cash to purchase. Prepaid funding limitations may apply. 
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ON THE TOWN

ExcEllEnt  compassionatE carE

Wellness Care • Surgery
Acupuncture • Dentistry 

Internal Medicine
Laser Therapy

1140 Grand Ave, St. Paul 55105 
651-224-3038
www.grandavevet.com

Dr. ann Brownlee
Dr. Heather taylor

Dr. Jen seidl   Dr. luke Daley
Dr. amanda solie

By Anne Murphy

The gift of a Christmas concert has been 
a holiday tradition for the University 
of Saint Thomas Music Department 

since 1988. This year—despite the need for 
special orchestration because of COVID-19—
the tradition continues with a virtual 
presentation of “A Saint Thomas Christmas: 
Respite and Grace” in mid-December. The 
33rd annual Yuletide musical will feature 
more than 300 student performers from six 
Saint Thomas ensembles—the Chamber 
Singers, Concert Choir, 
Liturgical Choir, String 
Orchestra, Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble and Donne 
Unite. 

“I was determined 
last March when we first 
realized the impact COVID 
would have that we’d 
still produce a Christmas 
concert this year,” said 
Dr. Matthew J. George, 
professor and director 
of bands and orchestras 
at Saint Thomas. “This fall I’d check my 
email first thing every morning to see if 
our university president had made an 
announcement that all classes would need 
to be moved online. That would have been a 
death knell for performing ensembles. We’ve 
made it, and we were able to record all that 
needed to be recorded.

“The concert is a flagship event for the 
university, and we wanted to keep that 
tradition going,” George said. “We wanted to 
share our music, especially in these difficult 
times. I also wanted to inspire our audience 
with the sheer will, resilience, tenacity and 
perseverance that our students exhibit each 
and every day. It wasn’t easy for them to be 
in rehearsal every week. In fact, for some 
students, the ensemble classes were the only 
in-person classes they had.”

This year’s resolve is similar to what 
was behind the first Christmas concert, 
performed when Saint Thomas was still 
a college. The late Monsignor Terrence 
J. Murphy was the school’s president 
then, and he wanted a Christmas concert 
featuring ensembles from Saint Thomas 
and neighboring Saint Catherine, then also 
a college. That concert was performed on 
December 11, 1988, in the Chapel of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas. 

By 1993 the Christmas concert was being 
presented solely by the Saint Thomas Music 
Department with invitations extended to 
alumni. RSVPs were so numerous that several 
performances had to be added. By 1997 

the ticket requests for four performances 
outnumbered the available seats by 2,000. 
Ten years later, the Christmas concert was 
moved to Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis 
where it has been performed ever since. 
The performance has been recorded for 
rebroadcast by Twin Cities Public Television 
and distributed to stations nationwide.

“Presenting the event virtually is an 
enormous undertaking, much more 
demanding than streaming a symphony 
performance with one group of musicians,” 
said Saint Thomas senior violin performance 

major Vivian Murphy. 
“I don’t think any of us 
expected a Christmas 
concert this year. Even 
though the concert will 
look very different, we 
were all thrilled that there 
would be a formal recorded 
performance.”  

“Students came in this 
fall so looking forward to 
making music together in 
person,” said Saint Thomas 
alumna Angela Mitchell, 

who conducts the treble voice choir Donne 
Unite. “They all experienced the March 
shutdown and the loss of their singing 
community, so it was so joyful from the very 
first rehearsal. 

“I think we knew from day one that the 
traditional Christmas concert wasn’t going 

to be possible,” Mitchell said. “We were 
all thrilled with the possibility of a virtual 
concert, so students still had an opportunity 
to share their work and the Christmas spirit.”

“We’re super-excited to share our music 
with everyone,” said Dr. Albert Pinsonneault, 
an assistant professor and the director of the 
Chamber Singers and Concert Choir. The 
effort on the part of the students, faculty 
and entire university to honor the necessary 
COVID-19 safety constraints has been 
nothing short of phenomenal, he said. 

For Pinsonneault, that effort involved 
figuring out how to have the students 
sing together and still be safe. In the 
fall, he secured miniature pylons for 

outside class work to 
ensure students could be 
together yet distanced. The 
administration also honored 
Music Department requests 
for indoor rehearsal spaces 
where safe distancing could 
be arranged. 

“We’re strictly adhering 
to the safety protocols 
recommended by a national 
study on performance 
aerosol mitigation and to the 
protocols of the CDC and the 
state Department of Health,” 
George said. “That required 
our choral and instrumental 
ensemble members to wear 
special performance masks 
and be distanced no less than 
6 feet and in some cases 9 feet 
apart. 

“The woodwind and brass 
players have special covers 
for their bells to reduce 
aerosol emissions,” George 
said. “Rigorous entry and 
exit procedures as well as 

sanitation regulations were also in play. We 
have carefully orchestrated ventilation plans 
so that we’re always operating with clean air 
protocols. The days of everyone rehearsing 
together on stage, chairs and stands right 
next to each other, are now on hold.”

“We also had to be extremely careful 
with the time we spent singing,” Mitchell 
said. “For a typical Christmas concert, 
we’d rehearse at Orchestra Hall for a full 30 
minutes alone and then would be recorded 
performing the piece three additional times. 
This year we had only one or two takes of 
each piece. We had to be very efficient.”

“There has been no virus spread traced 
to ensemble rehearsals, a fact for which 
we’re both proud and grateful,” said Music 
Department liaison Donna Matuszewski. 
“Our students have really shown resilience 
this year in adapting to all the changes, but 
what strikes me most is their gratitude.  
Musical expression is essential to their 
education, and they’ve embraced every 
challenge to ensure they’re able to continue 
and even thrive.”

“I’ve learned never to underestimate 
my own and others’ resourcefulness and 
resilience,” Vivian Murphy said. “I’ve been 
so impressed by my colleagues’ enthusiasm 
to adjust to a very different rehearsal 
environment. While the semester has been 
exhausting, I hope we’ve realized how we can 
meet our challenges head-on, creatively and 
with determination. Our systems and tools 
have grown significantly out of necessity to 
encompass a more virtual approach, which 
will help everyone, especially the music 
community, teach and perform with more 
flexibility and reach.”

The Christmas concert is expected to be 
available on December 18 on the University 
of Saint Thomas’ YouTube page. For updates 
and a link to the concert once it is released, 
visit link.stthomas.edu/respiteandgrace2020.

The sounding joy 
UST musicians find the will and way 
to present annual Christmas concert

Masked and socially distanced, Saint Thomas tuba player Will Pitner rehearses with other orchestra 
members for this year’s virtual Christmas concert. PhoToS by brad STauffer

flutist anna Check rehearses for the Tommies’ Christmas concert 
that is expected to be available on december 18 on youTube.

“We were all 
thrilled with the 
possibility of a 

virtual concert, so 
students still had an 
opportunity to share 
their work and the 
Christmas spirit.”

Weekdays 9 – 8, Saturday 9 – 6 and Sunday 12 – 5

1526 St. Clair Ave
(651) 690-1692
mastels.com

10% OFF
Your Entire Order!
Sale items excluded, expires 1/31/21

Vitamins • Minerals • Supplements • Herbs
Grocery • Personal Care • Homeopathy • TCM

Locally owned and independent for 50 years!651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

 20% OFF
 Drycleaning
          Some exclusions, expires 12/30/20. 
       Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri
9am-5pm
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Theater
Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company’s 
Operation: Immigration returns online 
from December 10-13. Avi Aharoni stars 
as a young Minnesotan who searches for 
information about his late father, an Iranian 
Jew, and in the process begins to find himself. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, and 11 a.m., 1 and 7 p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets are $15. Visit mnjewishtheatre.org or 
call 651-647-4315. 

The theater departments of Visitation 
School and Saint Thomas Academy will 
stream their recent filming of The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time online 
from December 11-14. Based on the novel by 
Mark Haddon, the play is directed by Wendy 
Short-Hays and Elliot Hays. It was chosen by 
Short-Hays because of its message of hope 
and that it could be told by actors a COVID-
safe 8 to 10 feet apart. The film may be 
viewed anytime between 6 p.m. Friday and 
6 p.m. Monday. Tickets are $10 per person or 
$25 per group. Visit showtix4u.com/event-
details/41774.

Winterlight, an eclectic mix of classic and 
original stories, songs and poems to warm 
the heart at midwinter, will be available 
free of charge in three episodes released 
on December 14, 21 and 28 via Girl Friday 
Productions’ YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website. The 20-minute episodes 
will feature such dramas as Willa Cather’s 
“The Burglar’s Christmas,” O. Henry’s “The 
Gift of the Magi,” Hans Christian Anderson’s 
“The Little Match Girl,” the German fairytale 
“The Evergreen” and the Japanese folktale 
“The Snow Woman”; traditional songs; 
and poems by Robert Frost, William Carlos 
Williams, Sara Teasdale and others. Per for m-
ers include Kirby Bennett, Reese Britts, Craig 
Johnson, Willie E. Jones III, Sam Landman, 
Hope Nordquist, James Rodriguez, Taj Ruler, 
Sophina Saggau and Dana Lee Thompson. 
Visit girlfridayproductions.org.

“A Virtually Celtic Christmas” featuring 
traditional carols, ancient Gaelic hymns, 
heart warm ing duets, choirs and orches tra 
will be presented by the Ordway online at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, December 18. Filmed at 
the National Opera House of Ireland, the 
show stars tenor Michael Londra, special 
guests Zoë Rainey and Eoin Colfer, the Irish 
Concert Orchestra, Valda Choral Group and 
Presentation Choir. Tickets are $25 for the 

link, $35 for the link and souvenir DVD, and 
$50 for the link, DVD and a meet and greet 
via Zoom call. Visit ordway.org. 

Dance
The Snow Queen, a new ballet made for film, 
will be presented by the professional Ballet 
Co.Laboratory and more than 70 students 
from its school on December 19-20. Special 
effects and behind-the-scenes footage will 
augment the virtual dance from the stage of 
the Cowles Center in Minneapolis. The story 
follows the adventures of Gerda, a little girl 
filled with moxie, as she attempts to rescue 
her brother from the clutches of the Snow 
Queen. Show times are 7 p.m. Saturday and 2 
p.m. Sunday. A live Q&A with the performers 

will follow each show. Tickets 
are $40 per household. Visit 
balletcolaboratory.org or 
call 651-313-3967. 

Exhibits
The European Christmas 
Market has gone virtual this 
year due to COVID-19. Instead 
of the usual festive outdoor 
setting in downtown Saint 
Paul, the market is operating a 
website with 23 vendors offering 
handmade treasures and the 
market’s own limited-edition 
gift boxes. Holiday enter tain-
ment is also periodically avail-
able on the European Christmas 
Market’s Facebook page. 
For more information, visit 
stpaulchristmasmarket.org. 

Northern Clay Center, 2424 E. 
Franklin Ave. in Minneapolis, 
is holding its annual holiday 
exhibition through December 
30. Eighty-five artists are 
displaying for show and sale their 
handmade pottery, sculpture 
and ceramic jewelry. Visit 
northernclaycenter.org or call 
612-339-8007. 

Music
“A Copasetic Christmas Carol,” 
Doug Haining and Charmin 
Michelle’s jazz adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ classic holiday 

story, will be performed by the Twin Cities 
Seven in a virtual concert at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, December 10. Recorded live, the seven 
performers are singer Michelle, Haining on 
alto and soprano saxo phone and clarinet, 
Steve Wright on trumpet, Dave Graf on 
trombone, Rick Carlson on piano, Kent 
Saunders on guitar, Steve Pikal on bass and 
Trevor Haining on drums. The link to the 
concert is free. Visit crowdcast.io/e/5b6zobyl.

“A Bass Viol Journey.” Selec tions from 
Schenck’s Nymphs of the Rhine, Gott-
fried Finger’s Pastoralle from Puer Natus in 
Bethlehem, Marais’ Le Bijou and other music 
will be performed online via Zoom by the 
bass viol duo of Eva Lymenstull and Malachai 
Komanoff Bandy at 7 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. 

Saturday, December 11 and 12. For tickets or 
information, visit lyrabaroque.org or call 651-
321-2214.

Lessons and Carols for Our Time, a 
contemporary take on the British holiday 
tradition, will be presented online in 
December by the eight-man vocal ensemble 
Cantus. Weaving together poetry and song, 
the program draws upon such classics as 
“Silent Night” and “A La Nanita Nana,” Franz 
Biebl’s “Ave Maria” and modern works by 
Abbie Betinis and Saunder Choi. The first half 
of the program will be available from 7:30 
p.m. Friday, December 11, through 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 13. The second half will 
be available from 7:30 p.m. Friday, December 
18, through 7:30 p.m. Sunday, December 20. 
Tickets are by donation with $20 suggested. 
To receive the link, visit cantussings.org.

Sounds of Blackness will perform songs 
from The Night Before Christmas in a virtual 
concert stream ing from December 19-31 from 
the Ordway Concert Hall. A 10-piece band 
will back the 17 singers in this contemporary 
adaptation of the classic poem “A Visit 
from St. Nicholas.” Tickets are $15. For more 
information, visit ordway.org. 

Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host free online readings and 
dis  cussions with author Rachel Gold and 
her novel, Synclair, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
December 9; poet Margaret Hasse and 
illustrator Sharon DeMark and their new 
collection, Shelter, at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
December 10; and poet Patricia Kirkpatrick 
and her collection, Blood Moon, at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 15. To register, visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com.

“Lemonade Christmas,” a staged reading 
of Merriam Park author Roger Barr’s 23rd 
Christmas story, is being presented from 
December 10 through January 31 on the Hallie 
Q. Brown Community Center’s Youtube 
channel. The story delves into the effect of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on a family’s holiday 
traditions. Joining Barr on stage will be actors 
Brian P. Joyce, Charla Marie Bailey, Terrence 
C. Newby and Melvin Carter Jr. The video 
recording is being offered free of charge, 
though donations are encouraged to Hallie’s 
Q. Brown’s Summit-University food shelf. For 
more information and a link to the reading, 
visit hallieqbrown.org. 

ON THE TOWN Briefly
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Pediatric and
Young Adult Medicine

Saturday Morning
Appointments Available

    1804 7th Street West, Suite 200
                  St. Paul 55116
             www.pyam.com

651-227-7806 (Main Number)

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line)

Complete Primary Pediatric Care.                              
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Light among us.  The Christmas story will be told on 
December 17-19 through a 12-minute light show projected on 
the east facade of the Cathedral of Saint Paul. “Illuminated: 
The Manger” will run on a continuous loop from 6-9 p.m. on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Initially created by Luxmuralis for 
Lichfield Cathedral (above) in Staffordshire, England, “Illumina-
tion” recounts the Nativity in traditional and abstract imagery. A 
musical score accompanies the show. It will be broadcast from 
Cathedral Hill Park on a radio frequency to be announced. Spec-
tators in cars will be allowed to stop in front of the Cathedral to 
watch the show, but they must remain in their cars to comply 
with COVID-19 restrictions. Saint Paul police officers will direct 
traffic heading one-way north along Summit Avenue. The show 
will also be streamed live on the Cathedral Heritage Founda-
tion’s Facebook page. Visit cathedralheritagefoundation.org. 

651-292-3063             @landmarkcenter
landmarkcenter.org 

Livestreamed on Landmark Center’s Facebook page

December 9, 12 pm: 
The OK Factor

Holidays at Landmark Center
Online Only

Dec. 3 - Dec. 13

42nd Annual Landmark Center 

Old-Fashioned 
Holiday Bazaar

• •VIRTUAL 2020• •
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Check out our website for all the details at
https://stpaulchristmasmarket.org/

Visit our online store and get your unique 
commemorative limited edition 2020 ceramic mugs.

Gift Packages Available and more! We deliver.

Our entertainment schedule includes:
European accordion favorites; Holiday music duo; 

Norwegian dancing; Storytime with Santa and more! 

Start your Christmas shopping online & support 
all your favorite local vendors & artists!

Follow us on       and on        !
Like our photos & share our videos.
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SPORTS
The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

Weighing in on 
college, NFL woes

 

Although it’s been nearly two decades since he was a 
competitive athlete, there are days when Phil Archer 
feels an intimate bond with those in the collegiate 

and professional sports ranks who are dealing with the 
uncertainties spawned by COVID-19. The Cretin-Derham Hall 
athletic director was a linebacker in college, including one 
year at Western Illinois and three years at the University of 
Minnesota. He was good enough to then earn a contract as a 
member of the NFL practice squads for both San Diego and 
Minnesota. 

All of which made him a good resource in attempting to 
understand just what’s going on these days in college and pro 
sports. In case you’ve been away from sports news sources 
recently, here’s a quick update on some of the upheaval being 
brought about by the pandemic.

• The University of Minnesota had to cancel two football 
games in a row due to an outbreak of COVID-19 among 
players and staff. At last report, the number of infected people 
stood at 47. The U is next scheduled to try taking the field at 
Nebraska on December 12.

• The Gopher women’s basketball team, which had to 
shut down practice for a while due to the coronavirus, had 
just seven players available for its December 2 season opener 
against Eastern Illinois and its December 6 game against 
Drake. Due to privacy concerns, no information was released 
as to why so many players couldn’t suit up. The hope is 
that all hands will be on deck for the Big 10 opener against 
Michigan State on December 9. 

• The date for the NFL game between Baltimore and 
Pittsburgh had to be moved three times before the Ravens 
could be cleared from a virus outbreak to play the Steelers 
on a Wednesday afternoon. That caused two more games 
scheduled for the next week to be moved as well.

• The Denver Broncos had to sideline all of their 
quarterbacks for a game against New Orleans due to 
COVID-19 issues. A rookie wide receiver stepped up under 
center. He completed one pass and threw two interceptions in 
the 31-3 loss.

• The San Francisco 49ers were told to leave home for three 
weeks after Santa Clara County officials banned contact 
sports for that period of time. Home sweet home field for San 
Francisco is temporarily outside of Phoenix.

“Athletes will do whatever’s necessary to get a game 
played,” Archer said. 

The onus thus falls on management to make sure that the 
games are played in as safe a manner as possible.

Archer knows full well that football is a game of routine. 
That’s why former Michigan coach Bo Schembechler once 
advocated that all games start at the same time every week. 

“It’s challenging for a football player when that routine is 
changed,” Archer said. “When you get to college and the pros, 
the job is to find solutions to problems. You do what you need 
to do to operate the business side.”

That makes things a bit sticky for Mark Coyle, the current 
U of M athletic director. “They have the best monitoring 
system they can possibly get,” Archer said of the U of M. 
“What happened over there isn’t because they didn’t have 
parameters in place. And the NFL has even more resources 
than the colleges do.”

But it still fell apart in some places because, according to 
Archer, the NFL players weren’t quarantined, as was the case 
last summer and early fall with NBA and NHL players. 

As the high school football season started, Archer knew 
that things were going to be in flux. What he couldn’t know 
was how flexible he’d have to be to keep the Raiders playing. 
The season opener was a day away when Roseville found out 
its football team couldn’t play due to the virus. Archer got on 
the phone and found Lakeville North was available.

“It was a tough matchup for us and we knew it would be,” 
Archer said, “but it was better than not playing.” CDH ended 
up on the short end of the 55-14 game. 

wright call c20

By Jane Mcclure

While the Saint Paul City 
Council is poised to reverse 
some of the reductions in 

service proposed by the city’s Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation as part of 
its 2021 budget deliberations, the fund-
ing for some city ice rinks appears to 
have melted. Half of the city’s 16 loca-
tions that offered outdoor skating, in-
cluding those at Aldine and Nathan Hale 
parks and the Linwood Recreation Cen-
ter, will not have rinks this winter.

Other planned Parks and Recreation 
budget reductions, including youth 
sports and recreation center hours, were 
spared in last-minute amendments that 
were reviewed by the City Council on 
December 2. The amendments will be 
voted on as part of the overall 2021 city 
budget on December 9.

The skating rink closures were looked 
at earlier this fall by the council during 
its budget review process. Since then, 
Governor Tim Walz’s executive orders 
have put all rink preparations for the 
2020-21 skating season on hold until  
after December 18. 

City staff will continue to monitor 
public health guidelines and provide 
further information once the execu-
tive orders expire. Weather and health 
guidelines permitting, the rinks not  
affected by budget cuts will be allowed 
to open. 

The loss of some of the rinks is 
meeting a mixed reaction in local  
neighborhoods. 

“The Linwood Booster Club was not 
aware of the ice rink being closed due 
to budget cuts,” said club leader Jodi 
Boyne. She and other boosters are con-
tacting city staff  to see what, if anything, 
can be done.

While the Linwood rink is lighted and 
has a warming room in the center’s low-
est level, Nathan Hale and Aldine do not 
offer such amenities. Cathy Maes, presi-
dent of the Ramsey Hill Association, said 
the group was sorry to hear that the 
Nathan Hale Park rink will not be open 
this season. Still, she said the associa-
tion understands the city’s need to cut 
expenses.

The Union Park District Council’s En-
vironment and Parks Committee had 
not heard from anyone concerned about 
the Aldine Park rink not being available 
this winter, said committee chair Mike 

Robertson. The neighborhood will still 
have a rink at Desnoyer Park.

Other rinks slated for closure in 2020-
21 are at Battle Creek, Griggs, Hayden 
Heights, Hazel Park and Northwest 
Como. 

Rinks are scheduled to remain in place 
at CHS Field, Desnoyer, Edgcumbe, 
Groveland, Langford Park, North Dale, 
Palace and Phalen. CHS, Palace, North 
Dale and Phalen have refrigerated rinks. 
Groveland, which is supported by neigh-
borhood volunteers, has a general rink, 
two hockey rinks and a large oval.  

McMurray does not have skating, but 
does have four broomball rinks.

Saint Paul used to have dozens of rinks 
in its parks, including Highland Park, 
Merriam Park, Dunning Park, the West 
Seventh Community Center’s park and 
even on some Public Works land near 
Ayd Mill Road that was once known as 
Ashland Park. Some of those rinks were 
eliminated as their use declined over the 
years. Volunteers maintained the rinks, 
with help from city staff to put up and 
take down hockey boards. 

Parks and Recreation director Mike 
Hahm told City Council members that 
his department has had to make difficult 
budget choices this year. That includes 
not filling vacant positions and keeping 
recreational facilities closed for a time to 
help offset a 2020 budget deficit. 

The department was in line for a 
general fund reduction of nearly 3 per-
cent—about $1.1 million—before the 
City Council decided to restore $452,870 
to its 2021 budget. That money will be 
divvied up among three priorities.

• Recreation center hours will be re-
stored. The original idea was to close the 
centers at 8 p.m. year-round. Now they 
will remain open until 9 p.m. during the 
school year and close at 8 p.m. in the 
summer.

• Lap swimming and aquatic aero-
bics will also be restored. Proposed cuts 
to the aquatics program announced in  
August sparked a wave of objections.

• Recreation programs for people of 
all ages also will be restored. Parks and 
Recreation had proposed focusing on 
youth sports only for children ages 8 
and younger. The intent was to create 
partnerships with other sports organi-
zations to offer programs for older chil-
dren, teens and adults. 

Highland-Groveland Recreation Asso-
ciation (HGRA) president Dennis Merley 
said his group is willing to partner with 
Parks and Recreation if there is a need to 
shift sports programs in the future. The 
HGRA offers soccer, baseball and track 
programs.

“In general, that kind of partnership is 
an idea we’ve always embraced,” Merley 
said. “We understand the budget issues 
the city faces and we already work to-
gether on shared fields.”

The City Council also is adding back 
$1.5 million for library hours and mate-
rials budget in 2021. Parks and libraries 
are an especially important focus for the 
council after months of limited or no 
service due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Those are places people are des-
perate to get back to as soon as they 
can,” said Ward 2 City Council member  
Rebecca Noecker.

Saint Paul to pull plug on some skating rinks
City looks to restore 
other reductions to 
Parks & Rec budget

Teddy Retelle and his dad, Elliott, sharpened their hockey skills in 2018 at Groveland Park, 
whose rinks are among those scheduled to stay open this winter. PhoTo By BRaD STauffER

By Dave Wright  

November 11 was a big day for 
many local high school athletes 
who signed national letters of 

intent to play for college teams. That in-
cludes Henry Sibley track star Caroline 
Anderson, who was one of the first to 
sign with the University of Saint Thomas 
as it makes the unprecedented leap from 
Division III to Division I next year.

Perhaps the most surprising an-
nouncements were that Saint Thomas 
Academy’s Baker Reding and Seppe 
Chiovera earned college nods to play la-

crosse, even though there was no boys’ 
high school lacrosse season this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Both players were key to the Cadets’ 
2019 run to the state lacrosse tourna-
ment. Reding, who also quarterbacked 
STA’s undefeated football team this year, 
was an offensive force in lacrosse, scor-
ing 35 goals. Chiovera spent his time on 
the other end of the field as a midfielder 
who often slid back to defense.

Those efforts, along with what they 
achieved in summer leagues, drew the 
attention of eastern schools. Reding 
will play next year at the College of the 

Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
one of the oldest men’s college lacrosse 
programs in the country. He will join 
his older brother, Hayes, who will be a 
sophomore defender for the Crusaders 
next spring.

Chiovera grew up in New Jersey and 
will be heading back home to play for 
the New Jersey Institute of Technology 
in Newark.

“These two guys put in a lot of work 
in the summer,” said STA lacrosse coach 
Luke Marks. “There’s a firm structure 

Local prep athletes sign college letters of intent

college signings  c20
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Two weeks later, Woodbury called in the afternoon to say it 
wouldn’t be able to play its scheduled game against CDH due 
to the virus. Archer quickly went to work and found Central 
ready and willing. The Raiders earned their sole victory of the 
year by a score of 36-0 against the Minutemen. “None of this 
has been by the book,” he said of the 2020 season.  

While it took a lot of scrambling on several levels to get 
games in this fall, it was all worth it, according to Archer. 

“Part of the reason why athletes are involved in sports is 
because they enjoy the social aspect of it,” he said. “It’s a big 
deal to them.” 

Oturu heads to the NBA
It didn’t take long for CDH boys’ basketball coach Jerry 

Kline to figure out that a gangly freshman named Daniel 
Oturu should be playing on the varsity. “He was about 6-foot-
5 and weighed about 170 pounds when we brought him up,” 
Kline recalled. “He grew a lot during his sophomore year.”  

He played a lot, too. Oturu became a force to be reckoned 
with for three years with the Raiders and helped lead them 
to the state Class AAAA high school championship in 2018. 
He then was a strong presence for two more seasons with the 
University of Minnesota. Recently, he became a rarity— 
a Minnesotan drafted by an NBA team—and is now in camp 
with the Los Angeles Clippers. 

“What impressed us right away was how Daniel used 
his ability to navigate to defense,” Kline said. “We knew the 
offensive skills would catch up in time. He also was one of the 

most unselfish players we’ve ever had. He could’ve scored 35 
points a game if he wanted to.”

Now 6-foot-10, Oturu naturally stood out on the court. He 
also had the numbers, averaging 20.1 points and 11.3 rebounds 
per game as a sophomore at Minnesota. But Kline said the 
numbers don’t do Oturu justice. 

“I remember when (Gopher head coach Richard) Pitino 
came over to talk to him,” Kline said. “He (Oturu) started 
talking about guys like Elgin Baylor and Wilt Chamberlain 
(NBA stars of the 1960s and ’70s). He studies the game as 
well.” 

As for where Oturu’s athletic skills come from, here’s one 
possibility: His father Francis, a native of Nigeria, played table 
tennis for that country’s national team.  

 RIP Jimmy Robinson 
Jimmy Robinson, one of the greatest guys you’d ever come 

across, passed away on November 30 at age 88. A longtime 
basketball official—he refereed one of Clem Haskins’ first 
games as a college coach—he took on the role of coordinator  
of basketball refs for the Minnesota State High School 
League upon retirement. That meant he’d spend a lot of time 
scouring the state to find officials to work the March state 
basketball tournaments at Target Center and Williams Arena. 

Robinson was in that supervisory role in 2005 when the 
league decided to add instant replay at the state tournaments. 
Hopkins and Eastview were involved in a wild Class AAAA 
title game that was going back and forth. With time running 
out, Hopkins’ Blake Hoffarber disappeared from courtside 
view and was on his backside as he let a shot fly at the buzzer. 
The ball arched high and dropped perfectly into the net. The 
question then was: Did Hoffarber get the ball off in time?

Three harried officials hurried to the monitor, but were 
unsure what they were actually looking for. Robinson moved 
next to the public address announcer and instructed him to 
start talking to the officials. Meanwhile, he carefully watched 
the clock in the upper corner of the screen, declared the shot 
was good and quietly told the officials to signal it as such.  

The  two-pointer tied the game, sending it into overtime. 
Hopkins coach Ken Novak rushed over and asked Robinson to 
call it a three-pointer that would decide the game right there. 

Robinson looked up and calmly said, “Don’t push your luck, 
Kenny.”

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

19b wright call

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Support local businesses—As 2020 comes to a close, the 
Highland District Council is encouraging everyone to think 
about supporting local restaurants, local small retailers and  
locally owned franchises this holiday season to help them 
make it through the pandemic.

At Home in Highland—Fun Highland Park-related activi-
ties that can be done from home will be featured in upcoming 
editions of the HDC’s e-newsletter. Subscribe at bit.ly/HDCe-
news. This month’s activity is a Support Local Businesses Bin-
go. Download a bingo card at bit.ly/HDCbingo. Participants 
can learn about ways to support businesses in Highland and 
track how many bingo squares they complete in December.

Recycle smart—Residents are being urged to keep electri-
cal cords and string lights out of their recycling carts. Such 
items get wrapped around equipment at recycling facilities. 
Donate working holiday lights and cords or recycle them at a 
drop-off location. Learn more at stpaul.gov/recycle.

Upcoming meeting— board of directors, 7 p.m. Thursday, 
January 7. All HDC meetings are currently being conducted on-
line via Zoom. Links to access the meetings are being posted 
on the HDC’s website. Visit highlanddistrictcouncil.org/events 
for future meetings. 

Stay connected—Get the latest neighborhood information 
and event updates by following the Highland District Council 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Shop locally this holiday season—The Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council and Macalester College’s High 
Winds Fund are encouraging customers to patronize small 
local businesses this holiday season. Between now and De-
cember 19, those who make three purchases from Macalester-

Groveland businesses may enter a drawing to win one of five 
$100 gift cards. Full entry details and a guide with local gift 
ideas are available on the website.

Show your neighborhood pride—Locally designed Ma-
calester-Groveland T-shirts can now be ordered online for 
home delivery. The shirts come in kiwi, heather indigo and 
dark heather in a variety of sizes. Visit macgrove.org/tshirt.

Join the snow team—Volunteers are needed to help keep 
the community council’s organics recycling drop-off site on 
Grand Avenue free from snow and ice this winter. Volunteers 
can expect to shovel two or three times during the season, 
or fewer if enough people sign up. Learn more or register by 
emailing mgcc@macgrove.org.

Upcoming meetings—There are no council board or com-
mittee meetings in December. To receive monthly meeting  
notices, sign up at macgrove.org/participate.

Office closed—The community council office remains 
closed. Email mgcc@macgrove.org for more information.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Helping the homeless—The Union Park District Council is 
expressing solidarity with the many local people who are with-
out shelter at this time. Numerous homeless encampments 
have sprung up across Union Park’s neighborhoods, most 
prominently at Snelling Avenue and I-94. The UPDC is work-
ing to help ensure that the homeless have the resources they 
need. The Saint Paul Camps Hub (linktr.ee/StpCampsHub) 
will connect people to different sources to donate and get in 
touch with those who are coordinating those efforts. An Ama-
zon wish list (tinyurl.com/y6hj8wnf) has been assembled for 
another Union Park encampment. The UPDC is also encour-
aging people to join Hamline Midway Neighbors Helping  
Homeless Neighbors (tinyurl.com/yys3ur6p) on Facebook.

Park improvements—The Union Park District Council’s 
Environment and Parks Committee makes recommendations 
for the use of city park funds for both capital improvements 

and programs. Those who see a need at their neighborhood 
park can help make it better by filling out a funding request at 
tinyurl.com/y24zvvg2.

Upcoming online meetings—Transportation Committee, 
on Monday, December 14; Environment and Parks Commit-
tee on Wednesday, December 16; Committee on Land Use and 
Development on Monday, December 21; and Neighborhood 
Involvement Committee on Monday, December 28. All meet-
ings will begin at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. To access the meetings, 
email wako@unionparkdc.org or click on the links found at  
unionparkdc.org/calendar.

COVID-19 resources—Union Park neighbors who need as-
sistance or information related to the coronavirus are invited 
to call the UPDC office, visit its website or email info@union-
parkdc.org. 

Stay in contact—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @
UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighbor-
hood Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.
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now in the summer leagues with good tour-
naments. Those are showcase events.”

Lacrosse is still in its infancy in Minnesota. 
But as was the case with girls’ hockey two 
decades ago, it’s growing quickly. As it does, 
players like Reding and Chiovera are arriving 
at their high schools better coached than in 
the past. 

Reding credits his football background with 
helping him in lacrosse. “As a quarterback, 
you’re a leader of 10 other guys,” he said. “And 
you have to see the field. It’s the same thing as 
an attacker in lacrosse. You’re looking for op-
portunities all the time.” 

With an older brother on the roster, Red-
ing had Holy Cross in his sights early on. The 

school came courting last spring and Reding 
signed during the summer. 

At 6-foot-3, Chiovera is a towering pres-
ence on the back wall for the Cadets. “I try to 
use my size to my advantage,” he said. “It’s all 
about control when you’re playing defense.” 

As he looked at colleges, Chiovera spotted 
a school with impressive academics and one 
that was close to his family.

In addition to Reding, Chiovera and Ander-
son, seven other local athletes signed letters 
of intent this month to play college sports. 
As reported here earlier, STA hockey forward 
Jackson Hallum has committed to Michigan. 
Fellow Cadet Angelo Pacyga will attend Divi-
sion II University of Minnesota-Crookston to 
play baseball.

Visitation had a pair of signees. Andrea 

Barth, who scored 18 goals for the Blazer soc-
cer team this fall, is going to play for Boston 
College. Swimmer Sophia Mattaini, a key in-
gredient in the Blazers’ run to another section 
title last month, will hit the water next year 
for South Dakota. 

Eva Larson, who scored 18 goals for Minne-
haha Academy’s soccer team, will be attack-
ing the nets next year at Division II Northern 
State University in South Dakota.

Cretin-Derham Hall girls’ hockey forward 
Lexi Bonfe will skate next season at Saint Mi-
chael’s, a new Division I program located in 
Colchester, Vermont. She will be the second 
local skater for the Purple Knights. Grace Nor-
ris, who played defense for Saint Paul United 
last year, is a freshman there this year.

Kaylee Steele, a defender from Central who 

played lacrosse for the Saint Paul Bobcats co-
op program, will be heading to Division II 
Northern Michigan University.

19b college signings

Kaylee Steele of Central is heading to NMU.
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CLASSIFIEDS

home improvement
STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

PLAN YOUR NEXT REMODEL WITH 
FRESH SPACE DESIGN! 18 years’ 
experience in custom space plan-
ning, fixture and finish selec-
tions. Gail Jacobson, Allied ASID. 
References available. 612-310-7069. 
FreshSpaceDesignLLC.com

home improvement
RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING. INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR. DETAIL-ORIENTED & FAIR 
PRICES. INSURED. TOM MARRON, 651-
230-1272.

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 651-
917-2881 or email mikeproteampaint 
ingplus@gmail.com

home services    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

HIGHLAND HANDYMAN. Good work. 
Reasonable rates. Free estimates. 
Mitch, 651-698-5595.

home services   
HANDYMAN SERVICES by Merriam 
Park Painting. Small house projects 
done right! Sash cords, torn screens, 
sticking doors, pictures hung and 
more. 651-224-3660.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimates. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

snoW/LAWn/LAnDscApe  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul. 
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE. 
Competitive rates. 30+ years.
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete 
hardscaping/landscaping services.  
Free estimates. Licensed. Insured. 
References. phminc@frontier 
net.net or www.MurphysLawn 
AndLandscape.com

THE BEST Residential Snow Removal 
Services. Seasonal contracts start-
ing as low as $280/month. Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping. 651-227-2584 
or www.BluhmBrothers.com

SNOW REMOVAL. SEASONAL CLEAN-
UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. Lawn 
Service. Free estimates. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

For sALe
FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 90% oak, 
2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $165, unless bigger quantity. 
Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

reAL estAte WAnteD  
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity. 

RENTAL PROPERTIES WANTED! Time 
to sell? Cash buyer; no commissions. 
Call Lucas. 612-741-5112

WAnteD to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

home improvement
PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED, INSURED. MERRIAM PARK 
PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; “A 
NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

home services   
LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
#BC635082. Licensed/Insured. 
Snow and ice dam removal. Stop 
leaks. Roofing. Total Remodeling: 
Basements to Chimneys. 20% Senior 
Discount. BBB Listed, also Angie’s 
List. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of year again! Protect 
your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today! Call Ryan, 651- 
690-3956.

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. 
Get it fixed right! Specializing in 
work for seniors. 651-208-5996. 
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

Classified & legal ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: December 23 . . . . . Deadline: December 16

We Now Accept

    Legal Notices!
Call us for details.

651-699-1462 *Some restrictions apply.

Continued page 22

651-699-1462
WantAds@MyVillager.com

Our readers need help with 
snow removal: shoveling, 
plowing, ice dam removal 
and the other chilly chores 
of winter.

Advertise your snow 
removal services in 
our economically priced 
Classified Ads.

DECEMBER 23 DeADline DeCember 16

januaRy 6 DeADline DeCember 30

januaRy 20 DeADline JAnUArY 13

WINTER IS HERE!
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SERVICE DIRECTORY housecleaning
QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. Rita, 612-414-9241.

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

coMMeRcial cleaning
GREEN CLEAN your Business. Non-
toxic cleaning. Healthier for your em-
ployees, customers, and the 
environment. Visit us at Superior 
GreenCleaning.com or call 651- 
239-8752.

PeRsonal seRVice
ORGANIZING, SORTING, packing, and 
unpacking. $30/hour. 612-208-9698.

coMPuteR/inteRnet/tV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

TECH SERVICES and Training for 
Phone and Computer. Learn features 
on your too-smart phone, MS Office, 
trouble-shooting, how to build a 
website. $30/hour. 612-208-9698.

eDucation/tutoRing
MATH TUTOR: Experienced, and (de-
spite a Ph.D.) creative, understanding, 
and patient. Taught and tutored stu-
dents 4th grade through college. I 
emphasize understanding over rote 
memorization. Call David, 612-804-
0704 or brokk001@umn.edu

office/PRoofReaDing
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WeB/gRaPhic Design
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For more details, text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

snoW/laWn/lanDscaPe

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

SEASONAL CLEANUPS. Brush removal. 
Light tree trimming. Hauling. Jud, 651-
230-2354.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect 
your roof. Ryan, 651-690-3956. 
PatesRoofing.com

FLS. Lawn & Snow. Commercial. 
R e s i d e n t i a l .  6 51 - 4 4 2 - 0 9 93 . 
Freddieslawnandsnow.com

URBANSCAPE RESIDENTIAL SNOW 
SHOVELING SERVICE. WALKWAYS AND 
GARAGE PADS. VARIABLE SERVICE 
PLANS AVAILABLE. CALL MARTEY FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE. 651-917-7982.

SHOVELING. Macalester area only. 
Daily, weekly, monthly rates. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

LAWN & SNOW Service. Driveways 
and gutters. Highland, Macalester-
Groveland. Mark, 651-690-5227.

ROOF SNOW and ice removal. 
GUTTER CLEANING. Licensed, insured; 
#BC126373. Burton’s Rain Gutter 
Service, 651-699-8900.

housecleaning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years in 
business. A rated on Angie’s List. Back 
to School specials. $25 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com

GREEN CLEAN your Home. Non-toxic 
cleaning. Healthier for your fam-
ily and the environment. Visit us at 
SuperiorGreenCleaning.com or call 
651-239-8752.

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

Continued

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M
LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

We service most makes 
and sell NEW!

SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website:  www.merriamparkrepair.com

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

WINTER IS THE TIME!!
to prune oak, apple and most other trees and shrubs

651-699-7022 Certified 
Arborist www.rogertree.com

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 
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Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

Since 1920

Painting & Wallcovering LLC

Four
generations 

of Quality

Covid considerate practices

 info@swansonpwc.com

www.swansonpwc.com  ■  651-247-9775
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SERVICE DIRECTORYfor rent - CoMMerCIAL
OFFICE SPACE in Merriam Park church. 
Ground floor. 250 sq. ft. $325/month. 
If interested, call Bob, 651-263-3468. 
No retail.

GArAGe/StorAGe
Clean 2 car garage on Hamline in 
Highland Park. $235/month; Scott, 
651-428-0600.

LeGAL notICeS
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: The Beauty Lounge 
2. List the Principal Place of Business: 
658 Grand Ave Suite 203 St Paul MN 
55105 USA 3. List the name and com-
plete street address of all persons 
conducting business under the above 
Assumed Name, OR if an entity, pro-
vide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Julie A Guzman; 
1821 Howard St N Maplewood MN 
55109 USA 4. I, the undersigned, cer-
tify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that I 
have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: November 9, 2020 Signed 
by: Julie Guzman Mailing Address: 
None Provided Email for Official 
Notices: thebeautylounge@msn.com

SeWInG/tAILorInG
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

entertAInMent
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MuSIC InStruCtIon
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIAno tunInG/ rePAIr
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

hoMe/heALth ProvIder
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGe therAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

heLP WAnted
MOHS TAX SERVICE, 1771 Ford Parkway, 
St. Paul, is hiring for the upcoming tax 
season. Fax resume to 651-699-8638 
or call 612-721-2026.

for rent - reSIdentIAL
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

LARGE STUDIO on South Cleveland 
Avenue. 2 blocks to Village. On Bus. 
AC, assigned off-street parking, elec-
tric range, microwave. Large sliding 
door closets, carpet, storage closet & 
laundry. Controlled entrance. $895/
month plus electricity. Call 651- 
324-2573.

HageConcrete.com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Name

Address

City

State

Zip+4

Phone

Email

DELIVERY ADDREss ALL FIELDS ARE REQUIRED

• news and events
• arts and entertainment
• economic development
• crime and fire reports

• sports and recreation
• health and fitness
• politics and government
• home improvements

With the Villager moving from free distribution to paid subscriptions 
and delivery by U.S. Mail, NOW is the time to join the thousands of 
readers who have already signed on as subscribers.

To them, we offer our sincere thanks for their loyalty and support. 
To you, we offer the opportunity to continue to receive the Villager 
in print, online and on Facebook so that you can stay connected to 
the neighborhood you call home.

Neighborhood news and information is of growing importance these 
days, but producing it isn’t cheap. Your subscription will help insure 
that the Villager continues to publish the neighborhood news and 
information most vital to you.

BUY YOUR ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST $5988

SUPPORT
YOUR

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWSPAPER!

BUY YOUR ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST $5988

To pay with check: Villager subscription, 757 Snelling Ave S, Saint Paul MN 55116
To pay with credit card: please visit our website at MyVillager.com *Non-refundable THANK YOU!

Join the more than 7,000
people who follow the

Villager on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!

Newspaper delivery people for both employee
and independent contractor positions. 

 

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Gregies new phone number

612-709-9646



    

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

coldwellbankerhomes.com

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-270-1667

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SArAH kinnEY
651-282-9621

kAtHrYn kEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

tom & mikE DiStAD
612-275-1343

mYA HonEYWELL
tHE HiVE

651-329-3619

SuE JoHnSon
GooD ComPAnY
651-329-1264

JoE JuLiEttE
651-261-9588

briAn WAGnEr, m.ED.
651-497-4387

AMAZING!!!
295 Salem Church Rd: Spectacular 
Sunfish Lake home offering 12,447 sq. 
ft. to be used for your largest entertain-
ment need but designed 
for comfortable everyday 
living as well. Quality con-
struction and finishes. 

         Jim Burton
651-690-8556 • $3,499,000

Absolutely ChArMING oN PortlANd!    
Beautiful 3BR/1.5BA home with hardwood 
floors, a lower level family room, and an updated, 
open kitchen! Just steps away from great walks 
on Summit and shopping/dining on Grand. 1075 
Portland Ave. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
miCHAelA tooHey 
PHiliP wAHlBerG 
651-282-9617
$449,900

1466 red CedAr 
So many possibilities! Enjoy this lovely home 
as-is or remodel to your liking. This spa-
cious home features large living spaces, two 
fireplaces, 4 generous bed-
rooms all on the same level, 
and lower level workshop. 
mmderosia@cbburnet.com

morAGHAn DerosiA 
952-486-3697 • $369,900

New lIstING!!! 
Delightful home that features original charm 
details with modern updates! 2BRs on the 
main floor, updated kitchen & BA and room to 
expand in the second level with 
a 3rd bedroom or master suite! 
2 car garage. Lovely gardens. 
mmderosia@cbburnet.com

morAGHAn DerosiA 
952-486-3697

stuNNING towNhoMe!!!
902 Highview Circle S: Spacious 4 bed-
room custom designed townhome offer-
ing entertainment sized living and dining 
rooms, two king sized mas-
ter bedroom suites, family 
sized kitchen. 6242 finished 
square feet.    
         Jim Burton
  651-690-8556 • $895,000

Lily Newson
   Your dream
   home matchmaker…

lily.newson@cbrealty.com
651-227-9144 • 704-310-1631

IMPressIve!!!
2155 Bayard: Stunning 3 bedroom Tudor 
style in impeccable condition, updated 
kitchen with large eating area and high 
end appliances, fabulous 
2nd floor bedroom with ideal 
space for a bath, delightful 
rear porch and deck.    
         Jim Burton
  651-690-8556 • $449,900

NEW AGENT AT
COLDWELL BANKER

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $2,375,000
morAGHAn DerosiA
952-486-3697 • $2,375,000

1400 suMMIt  
Enchanting Gingerbread Tudor. 4BR’s, 5BA’s 
with formal and informal gathering areas. State 
of the art improvements and high end finishes 
include new boiler, furnace & central air, slate 
roof & copper gutters, and an incredible kitchen.
lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $1,200,000
morAGHAn DerosiA
952-486-3697 • $1,200,000

ClAreNCe JohNstoN desIGNed CottAGe!  
Sits atop the bluff at 34 Kenwood Parkway offering 
panoramic views & stately yet livable sun-drenched 
space completely renovated. Luxury finishes for 
4BR’s, 5BA’s, 7+car heated garage & dog run. 
Entertainment center & wine grotto.  Impeccable.

CoNsIderING sellING Next yeAr?
2021 will be The Year to Sell!  If you are thinking 
of selling, give me a call and we will put our mar-
ket knowledge and experience to work for you! 
Private virtual or phone meetings 
easily arranged!
Let’s begin to create a plan!  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264

luxurIous PeNthouse CoNdoMINIuM!    
Designed for elegant entertaining & comfortable living! 
Discover walls of windows with treetop views, family 
room with fireplace, lavish owner’s suite. Fabulous 
kitchen with sunny breakfast area. 
Over 7,400 sq. ft, pool, 5 garage 
stalls. 1830 Eagle Ridge Dr. #3010. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry eDelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $350,000

A rAre FINd!
This 50 x 120 level lot is ready for you to build 
your dream home! Mature trees, conveniently set 
in a prime St. Paul location, just blocks from Grand 
Avenue, close to freeways, and an 
easy commute to downtown St. 
Paul. 1057 Lombard Ave. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry eDelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $319,900

storybooK hoMe oN suMMIt AveNue!    
Captivating 5BR, 5BA Tudor masterpiece is a 
blend of original character and modern comfort. 
Glorious natural woodwork and hardwood floors, 
gorgeous updated kitchen, private 
owner’s suite. New roof, attached 
3-car. 1365 Summit Ave. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com

tom eDelstein CRS, ABR
651-695-4300 • $847,000

501 wArwICK street   
Wonderful Highland Park home is ideally 
located and updated, with three finished 
levels! Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, with 
great spaces for home school 
and home office spaces! Lots 
of private outdoor space too!  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $378,000

557 CroMwell Ave   
“Tiny House” on corner lot kitty-corner 
from Desnoyer Park in need of interior 
TLC.  560 sq ft with over sized one car 
garage and fenced yard. 
Bring your builder for other 
options (sits on a 40’x125’ 
corner lot). 

BryAn BeDessem
612-382-8415 • $125,000

stuNNING QueeN ANNe vICtorIAN!   
Elegant home with many original fea-
tures! Custom kitchen with high-end appli-
ances. Private master suite with gorgeous 
new private bath. Carriage 
house, garage and lovely spa-
cious lot!  940 Portland Ave. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $825,000
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