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Ground Broken for Brown-Kimbrough  
Center for Arts, Innovation, and Creativity

By BOB LEWIS
Contributing Editor

Along with representatives from 
AVB Bank, ArtsOK, and the 
Brown-Kimbrough family, offi-
cials from the City of Broken Ar-
row broke ground Nov. 18 on the 
new Brown-Kimbrough Center 
for Arts, Innovation & Creativity. 

“Broken Arrow has long been 
a community that supports art,” 
said BA Mayor Craig Thurmond. 
“This new facility is a wonderful 
new public-private partnership 
that will further allow the arts to 
flourish in Broken Arrow.” 

The ceremony was held at 302 
S. Main St., the future site of the 
15,500- square-foot facility and 
the former site of AVB Bank. The 
two-story center will feature mul-
tiple classrooms, flex space, gallery 
space, and indoor/outdoor areas 
to host events. The Brown-Kim-
brough family, owners of AVB 
Bank, donated the property to the 
city earlier this year. 

Ted Cundiff, AVB President 
and Chief Executive Officer, 
said, “From Indian Territory to 
statehood and present day, the 
Brown-Kimbrough family has 
demonstrated a generational com-
mitment to the community and 
exemplified the bank’s mission 
to serve, connect and succeed to-
gether. AVB is proud to play a role 
in our city’s shared goal to make 
the arts accessible to everyone…
and positively impact the creative 
health and growing economy of 
our community. I am honored to 
witness this moment in history and 
excited to know future generations 
can be inspired through this bold 
project.” 

The city is working with Art-
sOK, Inc., the non-profit that 
will occupy the facility, on a use 
agreement and programming. This 

innovative space is intended to be 
a unique destination in the Rose 
District to enhance the enjoyment 
and education of citizens in the en-
tire metro area. 

 Mark Frie, Chief Executive Of-
ficer at the Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center, said, “I am so pleased to 
see this project finally come to 
fruition. “It has been years in the 
making, and it is another great 
example of what can be accom-
plished in a public-private part-
nership. The commitment of AVB 
Bank and the city, along with the 
citizens of Broken Arrow, donors 
from across the state, Kristin Che-
noweth and ArtsOK, have turned 
this dream into a reality.” 

Frie added, “The center will help 
keep the arts thriving in the Rose 
District and beyond. In addition to 
art classes, event space, and gal-
lery space it will also serve as the 
home of the Kristin Chenoweth 
After School Arts program, which 
will impact hundreds of Broken 
Arrow students each year.” 

Kelley Kimbrough-Rash, AVB 
Bank Board Chair, said “Cre-
ativity is a journey. Excitement, 
wonder, discovery, passion, joy…
all provide the fuel that drives the 
journey. Everyone has the ability 
to think creatively. Not everyone 
has the tools at hand. Not every-
one has the place or means. The 
Brown-Kimbrough Center for 
Arts, Innovation & Creativity 
provides that place and the means 
where children, youth and adults 
can come to be inspired and let 
their imaginations run wild.” 

Manhattan Construction Co. 
will build the facility at a cost of 
$4.7 million, paid for by voter-ap-
proved 2014 General Obligation 
Bonds, Vision 2025 funds, and 
Sales Tax Capital Improvement 
(STCI) funds. It is expected to 
open in the fall of 2021.

 Rose District Project Designed
 To Become a Regional Attraction

KUDOS of the MONTH: Salvation Army
The Salvation Army is march-

ing into battle against all types of 
needs this year, and at the fore-
front in fundraising efforts are 
volunteer bell ringers throughout 
Greater Tulsa.  

Each year increasingly, The Sal-
vation Army serves more than 25 
million people across America, 
including many in Greater Tulsa. 
That means more than 55 mil-
lion meals for the hungry, more 
than 10 million nights of shelter 
for the homeless, and countless 
Christmas gifts for children who 
may otherwise go without.

Funds raised by a Salvation 
Army Bell Ringer make a year-
round impact in the community 

through social services assis-
tance, homeless shelters, disaster 
relief, children’s programs, re-
habilitation services, anti-human 
trafficking and more.

There are few things more re-
warding than giving of one’s time 
to help others. Often referred to 
as “the Army behind the Army,” 
volunteers play a crucial role in 
our ability to help those in need 
in our communities. Salvation 
Army volunteers change lives 
and in the process, enrich their 
own lives. Opportunities are 
available for individuals, corpo-
rations, schools, civic groups and 
other organizations.  For infor-
mation, call 918-587-7801
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RINGING FOR OTHERS:  Volunteer bell ringers from the Broken 
Arrow 4-H Club ring their bells at the Bass Pro Shop in Broken Arrow. 

Broken Arrow Express photo

HONORING CREATIVITY:  AVB Chairman of the Board Kelley 
Kimbrough-Rash makes opening remarks before the official ground-
breaking for the Brown-Kimbrough Center. Also shown are Councilor 
Johnnie Parks, Councilor Christi Gillespie, Mayor Craig Thurmond 
and AVB Bank President and CEO Ted Cundiff.

Broken Arrow Express photo

PROUD FAMILY:  Ready for the groundbreaking are, from left, Sally 
Kimbrough Wilton (Board of Directors member and sister of Kelley), 
Kelley Kimbrough-Rash, and Cooper Rash, (Marketing Officer of AVB 
and son of Kelley).

Broken Arrow Express photo

OFFICIAL GROUNDBREAKING:  Broken Arrow governmental and 
civic leaders break ground for the Brown-Kimbrough Center for Arts, 
Innovation & Creativity.
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Naughty? Nice? Regardless, make sure they’re college bound.

Contribute to your child or grandchild’s future by giving an Oklahoma 529 College Savings 
Plan this holiday season. From now to the end of the year, get a $25 bonus when you open an 
account with $25 or more and set up recurring giving for three or more months. An OCSP ac-
count can be used to pay for tuition, room and board, books, computers and more at colleges, 
universities and technology centers. Plus, contributions can qualify for a 2020 Oklahoma state 
income tax deduction. Limitations apply.* Give them a gift that’s a present and a future!

Open an account today at ok4saving.org/offer.

Visit ok4saving.org/offer for terms and conditions. Promotion ends 12/31/2020. Sponsored by the Oklahoma 529 College Savings Plan.

*To learn more about the Oklahoma 529 College Savings Plan, its investment objectives, tax benefits, risks and costs, please see the Disclosure Booklet 

at ok4saving.org. Read it carefully. Investments in the Plan are neither insured nor guaranteed and there is the risk of investment loss. If the funds aren’t 

used for qualified higher education expenses, a 10% penalty tax on earnings (as well as federal and state income taxes) may apply. Consult your legal or tax 

professional for tax advice. TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Member FINRA, distributor and underwriter for the Oklahoma 529 College 

Savings Plan. 1354980 

“Invest in your child and our state’s future!”

RANDY MCDANIEL
Oklahoma State Treasurer
Chair, Oklahoma 529 College Savings Plan

Arvest Winterfest Presented with CommunityCare
Again a Highlight of Greater Tulsa’s Holiday Season

The time is here to bundle up and 
enjoy the magical spirit of the hol-
idays. Tulsa’s favorite winter fes-
tival, Oklahoma Arvest Winterfest 
presented with CommunityCare, 
runs in downtown Tulsa until Sun-
day, January 3. 

The event, in its 13th year, be-
gan on Nov. 30. It has been named 
by the national People Magazine 
as the top holiday destination in 
Oklahoma.  

This year, ice skating will take 
place on the ice rink inside of 
BOK Center instead of outside 
on Third Street. While this might 
seem counter-intuitive, event or-
ganizers have placed a heavy fo-
cus on the health and safety of 
guests so they’ll be able to safely 
experience the magic of the holi-
day season. In fact, the venue’s ice 
capacity will be over 8,000 square 
feet larger than the ice capacity on 
Third Street. This social distancing 
advantage is just one of many that 
event organizers deemed impera-
tive to keep Winterfest guests safe.

Additionally, Winterfest will fea-
ture a multitude of preventative 
measures as advised by the Tulsa 
Health Department and the Center 
for Disease Control (CDC). ASM 
Global’s “VenueShield” is an ad-
vanced environmental hygiene 
and operational protocol that has 
been developed for more than 325 
ASM facilities around the world, 
and has been effectively imple-
mented for multiple indoor events. 
All protocols are aligned with 
public health authorities, medical 
and industry experts. VenueSh-
ield reduces physical touch points, 
increases venue sanitation and 
cleanliness, and provides health 
monitoring guidelines and ser-

vices. BOK Center’s public capac-
ity will be drastically capped at a 
socially responsible percentage in 
line with Tulsa Health Department 
and Center for Disease Control’s 
recommendations

Guests can walk through col-
or-changing LED lights as they 
approach Oklahoma’s tallest 
Christmas tree. The Arvest Win-
terfest tree soars 44-feet into the 
air, features 36,700 glowing lights, 
109,534 individual tips and a base 
diameter of nearly 30 feet. Guests 
can also take rides in horse-drawn 
carriages for an additional fee ev-
ery Friday and Saturday from 7-10 
p.m.

Skating Guides are available to
help participants glide in style. 
The lightweight helpers, courtesy 
of Chick-fil-A Tulsa Hills, can as-
sist skaters of all ages to be more 
confident on the ice and off of the 
rails.

Guests can enjoy free entertain-
ment every Saturday until Christ-
mas Eve directly inside BOK Cen-
ter from 4-7 p.m. listening to the 
joyful music performed by chil-

dren from area churches, schools, 
nonprofit organizations and choral 
groups.

The Winterfest Express train fu-
eled by Fox 23 has rolled in once 
again from the North Pole. It is 
free and open to all ages. Hop on 
the train every Saturday from 12–3 
p.m.  The big man himself returns
during Sundays with Santa and
socially distanced photos can be
taken with Santa Claus every Sun-
day in December before Christmas
from 2 to 4 p.m.

A variety of weekly discounts will 
be offered at the festival.  Courte-
sy of Arvest, patrons receive half-
price admission for skating on 
Mondays with the donation of a 
non-perishable can of food bene-
fiting the Community Food Bank 
of Eastern Oklahoma. Visitors re-
ceive half-price skating on Warmth 
Wednesdays with the donation of a 
new or gently used coat, blanket, 
scarf or pair of gloves benefiting 
Night Light Tulsa. Arvest custom-
ers will receive half-price general 
admission any day of the festival 
by showing their Arvest card or 

checkbook. Advance online tickets 
are required and skaters must show 
proof of discount at the Winterfest 
check-in desk when they arrive to 
skate. 

Over the last 12 years, atten-
dance for this event has soared 
from 35,000 visitors in 2008 to 
more than 150,000. And while the 
event’s allowable capacity may be 
reduced this year, the annual holi-
day celebration will be open for 38 
days, giving as many Tulsans as 
possible a chance to enjoy skating 
inside BOK Center while watch-
ing free entertainment from the in-
door stage and taking in beautiful, 
gleaming holiday lights.

Winterfest 2020 is presented by 

ARVEST Bank along with Com-
munityCare. Additional sponsors 
include PSO, River Spirt Casino, 
Ascension St. John, T-Mobile and 
Quantus Creaitve. The official ra-
dio partner is Cox Radio, Inc. and 
TV partner is Fox 23.

A full Arvest Winterfest calendar 
with prices, a list of safety precau-
tions and daily hours of operation 
is available online at www.tulsaw-
interfest.com.  

For more information, contact 
specialevents@asmtulsa.com.

For group ice skating rates or in-
formation on private rink rentals, 
contact Connie Lytle, Group Sales 
Coordinator at 918-894-4264 or 
clytle@asmtulsa.com.
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FESTIVE SCENE:  Winterfest offers bright colors and lots of fun.

GTR Media Group photo

WELCOMING VISITORS:  Arvest Winterfest is an excellent home to 
ice skaters and others who enjoy the spirit of the holiday season.  

http://arvest.com/loans
http://www.ok4saving.org/offer
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The Tulsa Zoo has announced 
plans to reduce the number of 
guests allowed per hour, to 300 
from 500, as a way to help mitigate 
against the spread of COVID-19. 

“Our zoo is fortunate to offer 
nearly five miles of outdoor, walk-
able pathways in addition to our 
indoor facilities. With the increase 
in local coronavirus cases, how-
ever, we feel this is the right time 
to do more to keep all within our 
gates safe. We can best achieve this 
by reducing the number of people 
on grounds at a time,” said Tulsa 
Zoo President and CEO Lindsay 
Hutchison. 

“We will continue to monitor the 
trend in local cases and, as we have 
since reopening to the public in 
May, adjust our operations as need-
ed. I am so appreciative of our zoo 
fans who have supported mask re-
quirements and ticketing changes to 
comply with local ordinances so we 
can create a safe, fun experience.”

The zoo continues to require 
advance ticket reservations 
through tulsazoo.org. Face masks 
are required by the City of Tulsa 
for anyone age 10 and older while 
in public buildings and in public 
settings when social distancing is 
not possible. Examples of outdoor 
required mask zones at the zoo are 
the new Helmerich Behaving Like 
Animals Playground and underwa-
ter viewing at Helmerich Sea Lion 
Cove.

The change in attendance limits 

may result in more sold-out days so 
the zoo encourages guests to check 
other dates when sellouts occur. 

“I know our changes add com-
plexity to what should be a spon-
taneous, fun way to unplug with 
family and connect with wildlife. I 
understand the frustrations and can 

say this is the right thing to do for 
our community, guests, staff and 
animals in our care,” Hutchison 
said. 

For more information about zoo 
ticketing and efforts to safeguard 
against the spread of COVID-19, 
visit tulsazoo.org/tickets.

On Nov. 17, the Rotary Club 
of Tulsa, led by President Paul 
Bauman, presented a check in the 
amount of $82,000 to the 1921 Tul-
sa Race Massacre Centennial Com-
mission, to be used as follows: 

 
• A $70,000 contribution to the 

1921 Tulsa Race Massacre Cen-
tennial Commission from the 
Rotary Club of Tulsa Founda-
tion for the Greenwood Rising 
Museum to be located at the 
southeast corner of Greenwood 
and Archer; and 

• Two benches at $6,000 each, 
purchased through the Toni 
Morrison Society “Bench by 
the Road Project,” a memorial 
history and community outreach 
initiative launched in 2006. 
“Bench by the Road” comes 
from Ms. Morrison’s remarks 
in a 1989 interview. The Proj-
ect places benches and plaques 
at sites commemorating signifi-
cant moments, individuals, and 
locations within the history of 
the African Diaspora. Tulsa’s 
Historic Greenwood District is 
one such site. The Rotary Club 
of Tulsa benches will be placed 
at: the southeast corner of 
Greenwood Avenue and Archer 
Street in front of Greenwood 
Rising: The Black Wall Street 
History Center; and in front of 

the Mabel B. Little Heritage 
House located at 322 North 
Greenwood Avenue. The pro-
posed date for bench installation 
March 1, 2021.

Centennial Commission Project 
Director Phil Armstrong, himself 
a member of the Rotary Club of 
Tulsa, accepted the check. On hand 
were Past Presidents Karen Keith 
and Hannibal B. Johnson, together 
with Community Service Director 
Karen MacCannell and Executive 
Director Tina Miller.

The Rotary Plaza reflects a gift to 
Tulsa of the Rotary Club of Tulsa’s 
past 100 years. The gift to the 1921 
Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial 

Commission reflects a gift to our 
future, according to  club officers.

Rotary is dedicated to six areas 
of focus to build international rela-
tionships, improve lives, and create 
a better world to support our peace 
efforts and end polio forever. The 
six areas are: promoting peace,-
fighting disease, providing clean 
water, saving mothers and children, 
supporting education, and growing 
local economies

 The vision of Rotary Internation-
al is: “Together, we see a world 
where people unite and take action 
to create lasting change – across 
the globe in our communities, and 
in ourselves.”
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Tulsa Zoo Tightens Attendance

Rotary Club of Tulsa Foundation
Makes Significant Donation to
Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial

Courtesy photo

TRIUMPHAL GIFT:  Displaying the Rotary Club of Tulsa Founda-
tion gift to the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial Commission are, 
from left, past Rotary Club of Tulsa President Karen Keith, current 
Rotary President Paul Bauman, Rotarian Hannibal B. Johnson and 
Centennial Commission Project Director Phil Armstrong, also a mem-
ber of the Rotary Club of Tulsa.

http://www.salarmytulsa.org/
http://www.ludgerscatering.com
http://www.misshelens.com
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By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

When you think about everything 
Tulsa has been through this year 
and everything our families have 
been through, it would be easy to 
write this year off. Yet, here we 
stand, still moving forward and 
thinking about how we can contin-
ue to build a globally competitive, 
world-class city.

In the face of monumental chal-
lenges, a budget crises and a na-
tional recession we haven’t seen 
in our lifetimes, the resilience of 
every Tulsan continues to shine 
through. 

In November, I gave my annual 
State of the City address, albeit 
virtually due to the pandemic. I 
focused on our challenges, our re-
silience and our continued effort 
to create the kind of city we want 
to leave to the next generation of 
Tulsans. 

Out of all the things that have 
stood out to me in 2020, below are 
a few that come to mind: 

We’ve grown more resilient in 
our fight against COVID-19 and 
the loss of one of our own. I’m 
humbled by the togetherness I’ve 
seen from so many people this 
year. From the loss of TPD’s Sgt. 
Johnson, to the incredible story of 
Officer Zarkeshan who survived 
that same shooting, Tulsans have 
banded together in the face of trag-
edy. As we seek to make Tulsa a 
more resilient city for everyone 
through our Resilient Tulsa Strat-
egy, the resilience Tulsans are 
showing this year has been noth-
ing short of extraordinary. 

We’ve focused on bridging the 
life expectancy gap, bringing 
City resources together to provide 
better access to transportation, 
jobs, fresh groceries and more. 
Throughout my time as mayor, 
we’ve attracted over $1 billion 
in private investment into North 
Tulsa, at the same time partnering 
with job training experts across 
Tulsa to make sure people living 
in these areas benefit from the jobs 
created there. 

We continue to work to right 
wrongs from nearly 100 years 
ago from the Tulsa Race Massa-
cre. This year, we’ve dug twice 

at Oaklawn Cemetery, the second 
time in October when we found a 
grave shaft consistent with a mass 
grave with at least 11 coffins lo-
cated inside. Our work to uncover 
what happened in 1921 continues, 
no matter where the truth may lead 
us. 

We’ve proved we’re a glob-
al contender. Over the summer, 
our economic development team 
worked to bring Tesla’s new Cy-
bertruck Gigafactory to our city. 
Out of all the cities Tesla could 
have picked as their final choices 
for a factory, they picked Tulsa. 
Though Tesla ultimately chose 
Austin, Tulsa was put in the na-
tional spotlight and proved once 
again we deserve a look and have 
the talent pool to fill quality jobs 
– a testament to our vision and 
skilled workforce! 

And though this small snapshot 
of 2020 doesn’t touch the surface 
of what we’ve been able to accom-
plish this year against all odds, it 
paints a very well-defined picture. 
Great challenges and hard days lie 
ahead, but our resilience continues 
to propel us in the right direction. 
The state of our city is strong, and 
will continue to remain strong. 
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From Tulsa’s Mayor
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Tulsa Area Senators Take Oath of Office
Sen. Nathan Dahm, Sen. Joe 

Newhouse, Sen. Dave Rader and 
newly-elected Sen. Cody Rogers 
are officially on the job for the 
next four years after taking the 
official oath of office at the Cap-
itol in November administered by 
Oklahoma Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Noma Gurich.

The oath was administered to the 
Tulsa area senators in small groups 
on the Senate floor to accommo-
date for COVID-19 health safety 
protocols and ongoing Capitol 
construction.

Dahm, R-Broken Arrow, is be-
ginning his third and final term 
representing Senate District 33 
due to Oklahoma’s 12-year term 
limit. In the previous four years, 
he served on the Select Agencies, 
General Government, Judiciary 
and Public Safety committees. 
Dahm has been a champion for 
Second Amendment rights during 
his time in office, authoring and 
passing the legislation that enacted 
constitutional carry in Oklahoma. 
He also carried and passed Okla-
homa’s anti-red flag law that pro-
tects gun rights for citizens – the 
first anti-red flag law in the nation.

Newhouse is beginning his sec-
ond term in office representing 
Senate District 25. The Tulsa Re-
publican served as the vice-chair-
man of the Senate Education com-

mittee during his first term and also 
sat on the Select Agencies; Busi-
ness, Commerce and Tourism; and 
Public Safety committees. During 
his first term, Newhouse authored 
legislation to increase the cap on 
Oklahoma’s Rainy Day Fund and 
modernize the state constitution.

Rader, R-Tulsa, is representing 
Senate District 39 for a second 
term. He’s served as the Majority 
Caucus Chair and vice-chair of the 
Senate Appropriations committee. 
He also sat on the Health and Hu-

man Services, Energy, Finance and 
Public Safety committees. During 
his first term, Rader authored and 
passed legislation allowing out-
patient hospice patients to have 
greater access to their medications 
by exempting their doctors from 
Oklahoma’s electronic prescrip-
tion law. 

“I’m humbled to have been 
re-elected by the voters of Senate 
District 39 and to represent our 
Republican values at the Capitol,” 
Rader said. “The next session will 

be challenging as we deal with 
low oil and gas prices and a health 
crisis caused by COVID-19, so it 
will be more important than ever 
that we take a hard look at how 
our government is functioning and 
how we can maximize services 
while minimizing cost. However, 
I’m ready to confront these issues 
and face them directly.”

Rogers will be serving his first 
four-year term in the Oklahoma 
Senate. The newly elected Tul-
sa Republican started a paving 

construction company in 2015 
and has since grown it into a suc-
cessful business. Rogers plans to 
advocate for reduced regulations 
on small businesses and Second 
Amendment issues at the Capi-
tol. He also supports investing in 
Oklahoma’s educational systems 
and lowering prescription drug 
costs for seniors. 

The Senate will hold a one-day 
organizational meeting on Jan. 5 
and will begin the 2021 legislative 
session on Feb. 1.

State of the City:  Tulsa Stays Strong and Resilient

STATE SENATOR
 JOE NEWHOUSE

STATE SENATOR
NATHAN DAHM

STATE SENATOR DAVE RADER:  The Tulsa Republican takes the of-
ficial oath of office to begin his second term with his wife Janet at his side.

MAYORAL ADDRESS:  Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum delivers his State of the 
City address on Nov. 19

http://www.ihloffspa.com
http://www.cartridge-smart.com
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When the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit Tulsa County 
last spring no one 
was prepared for 
what is the most 
serious public 
health crisis in the 
history of Tulsa 
County.  Our cit-
izens, business-
es, non-profits, 
schools, health 
facilities, housing, 
city governments, 
law enforcement, 
restaurants and ho-
tels are confront-
ing the most seri-
ous life changing 
challenges they 
have ever faced. 

The federal gov-
ernment quickly 
responded and 
sent trillions of 
dollars to local 
governments. On 
April 23, Tulsa 
County received $113,690,799 
in Coronavirus Aid, Recovery 
& Economic Security (CARES) 
funds. We have until Dec. 30 to 
use these funds to provide relief 
and recovery to the entire county.  

Under the leadership of the 
Board of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) we quickly put togeth-
er a strategic plan to deploy the 
funds to bring aid and relief to 
our citizens and to mitigate the 
impact caused by the pandemic in 
every area of our lives. 

Now seven months later as 2020 
draws to a close I am pleased to 
report the following areas where 
Tulsa County was able help our 
county as of Nov.30:  

• Small Business Relief - 
$30,038,929 to 779 small 
businesses

• Non Profit Support - 
$11,678,699 to 
84 non-profit 
agencies
• Childcare 
Opportunities 
- $1,356,274 
to childcare 
centers
• Emergency 
Management - 
$3,367,792 for 
PPE supplies
• Election 
Protection - 
$934,872 for 
election costs & 
PPE supplies
• Food Insecuri-
ty   - $4,200,000 
to non- profit 
food distributors
• Eviction 
Housing Relief 
- $5,563,767 to 
3,861 tenants 

and 1,131 
 landlords
• Public Health Support - 

$3,555,072 for testing, tracing, 
and part time employees

• Support for Cities – 
$1,103,240 to reimburse for 
COVID costs

• Economic / Jobs Development 
- $2,440,450 for hospitality 
industry and jobs development/
retention

• Public Safety - $3,640,091 for 
law enforcement and fire ser-
vices safety improvements 

• County Facilities and Services 
- $12,970,906 for public health 
safety improvements to county 
facilities and remote working 
capabilities

While it is certain that we will 

still be living with COVID-19 as 
we enter 2021, it is uncertain if 
the federal government will pro-
vide more funding. In the event 
this occurs, Tulsa County has al-
ready identified where our next 
responsibilities will be.  

These will include supporting 
the logistical plan to distribute 
the vaccine, continuing to pro-
vide personal protection equip-
ment where needed, supporting 
the Health Department manpower 
needs with the vaccine distribu-
tion process, and continuing to 
provide safe county facilities for 
citizens and employees.

What leaders across Tulsa 
County are saying about the 
Tulsa County CARES  Project:

“Tulsa County did a great job 
prioritizing the highest needs in 
the community and working with 
partners that are deeply trusted 
and highly effective in their work. 
I think the leaders and the team at 
Tulsa County served the public in 
an exemplary manner during this 
extremely difficult time and serve 
as a model for the entire country.”    

Ken Levit, executive director of 
the George Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. 

“The County Commissioners 
and their teams demonstrated a 
strong commitment to learning 
about the needs and determining 
the best solutions to bridge fund-
ing for the greatest good. They 
also brought together experts in 
Housing and Food Insecurity for 
summits to drive towards a col-
laborative community response 
and most effective use of funds”     

Alison Anthony, president & 
CEO Tulsa Area United Way. 

“We often talk about the impor-
tance of small businesses as the 

backbone of our economy, but 
seldom do words materialize into 
measurable support. 

“The Tulsa Board of County 
Commissioners recognized the 
value of the 22,000+ small em-
ployer firms and non-profits in 
Tulsa County and chose to pro-
vide a lifeline to those who suf-
fered unprecedented economic 
interruption due to COVID-19. 

“A survey conducted by Tulsa 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration reflected that most busi-
nesses would not have been able 
to manage the blunt force of the 
pandemic without help from Tul-
sa County. 

“Small businesses will be for-
ever grateful to Commissioners 
Peters, Keith, and Sallee for their 
unwavering commitment”

Rose Washington, president & 
CEO Tulsa Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. 

“The county’s diligent work has 
been a lifeboat for so many busi-
nesses struggling to stay afloat 
during the pandemic. 

“The Tulsa Regional Chamber 
represents more than 2,200 busi-
nesses across the region and we 
applaud the county for quickly 
establishing an equitable, trans-
parent application process for the 
CARES Act funds it received. 

“We at the Chamber were espe-
cially proud to partner with the 
county and the Tulsa Area Emer-
gency Management Agency on 
the “Safer Tulsa County” program 
which used CARES funds to dis-
tribute personal protective equip-
ment kits at no cost to qualified 
small businesses and non-profits. 
We distributed a total of 2,550 
kits to 1,980 organizations during 
June and July to help them reopen 
as safety and smoothly as possi-
ble. 

“From that program to the Tul-

sa County RESET program, the 
community has benefited in so 
many ways from the county’s re-
sponse efforts”

Mike Neal, president & CEO 
Tulsa Metro Chamber. 

“Many Broken Arrow business-
es, just like others throughout 
Tulsa County, have struggled to 
adapt and innovate during this 
crisis, and many have seen dra-
matic decline in revenues. Thank-
fully CARES funding from Tulsa 
County has helped businesses 
throughout the county to stay 
open and retain employees. We 
are very grateful for the help from 
Tulsa County”

Jennifer Conway, president & 
CEO of the Broken Arrow Cham-
ber of Commerce

“The City of Collinsville was 
very pleased with the funding 
received from the Tulsa County 
CARES and RESET program. 
The funding has not only helped 
the city recoup unexpected ex-
penditures for COVID-19 but 
also many of our local businesses 
as well. Thank you, County Com-
missioners, for this program and 
your continued support of all cit-
ies in Tulsa County.”

Pam Polk, Collinsville city 
manager.

“Since the pandemic began we 
have seen about 2000 house-
holds that we’ve never seen be-
fore. These are people who have 
lost their jobs and families have 
moved in together. 

“The thing that Iron Gate prides 
itself on is never having to turn 
anyone away who is hungry. We 
are very grateful for our CARES 
Act money because we just 
couldn’t have done it without it”

Carrie Vesley Henderson, Iron 
Gate executive director.
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

TINA MILLER, Rotary Club of Tulsa

SHOPPING WITH A COP:  Officers from Tulsa FOP Lodge 93 partnered with the 
Rotary Club of Tulsa in early December for the annual “Shop with a Cop” held at 
the Target store at 1701 S. Yale Ave. During the event, 21 Tulsa police officers were 
paired with a Celia Clinton Elementary School student and a Rotary Club member to 
shop for Christmas presents for their families. While presents were being wrapped, 
the officer then secretly shopped for each child - making sure their whole family has a 
present under the tree on Christmas morning.  This year $14,000 was raised, making 
it the biggest “Shop with a Cop” in Tulsa’s history.  Also donating were Mark Allen 
Chevrolet, Simmons Bank and Griffin Communication. 

CARES Funding Important for Tulsa County During COVID

http://www.gardnersbooks.com
http://www.aircoservice.com
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This holiday season is likely to resonate 
in everyone’s memory for the rest of our 
lives, along with numerous special oc-
casions from the last few 
months that we have cel-
ebrated alone, or not at 
all. It is painful to be apart 
when togetherness is what 
we need most. The Grinch 
would love 2020.

Each person has a com-
fort zone when it comes 
to social distancing. To 
accommodate all, here’s a 
roster of activities, virtual 
and otherwise, you might 
enjoy in relative safety. 

Two hallowed Tulsa hol-
iday traditions that I love 
writing about and attend-
ing are Tulsa Ballet’s “The 
Nutcracker” and Ameri-
can Theatre Company’s 
“A Christmas Carol.” I’m 
happy to share that nei-
ther Scrooge nor the Sugar 
Plum Fairy will be AWOL 
this December. A collabo-
ration between the Admiral Twin Drive-In 
and American Theatre Company will bring 
a multi-camera, high-definition filming 
of ATC’s 2019 staged production of “A 
Christmas Carol” to the big outdoor screen. 
Showings are Dec. 18, 19, 22 and 23. Gates 
are open at 6 p.m. and the show starts at 7 
p.m. It is suggested that attendees bring an 
FM radio to hear the performance without 
draining car batteries.

It is not possible to safely stage a full 
“Nutcracker” production that includes a 
huge cast of dancers and children. But, in-
stead of scrapping December performanc-
es entirely, Tulsa Ballet will present “The 
Lost Nutcracker” in the Grand Ballroom 
at the Cox Business Convention Center, 
December 17-20. The program compris-
es a trio of holiday-inspired works from 
three illustrious choreographers: “Holiday 

Boogie” created by Tulsa Ballet’s Resident 
Choreographer Ma Cong; Joshua Peugh’s 
“Little Story;” and world-renowned Ital-

ian choreographer Luciano 
Cannito’s “The Lost Nut-
cracker.” Seats will be po-
sitioned in twos, with six 
feet separating every pair. 

Live orchestral music 
adds immensely to any 
kind of theatre or dance 
performance. I will miss 
Tulsa Symphony Orches-
tra’s always-excellent per-
formance of Tchaikovsky’s 
“Nutcracker” score this 
season. There is an option 
to watch a festive TV pre-
sentation showcasing TSO 
on Dec. 19. “A Home-
town Holiday” on Tulsa 
CW from 7 to 8 p.m. will 
feature the Orchestra and 
internationally renowned 
soprano (Tulsan) Sarah 
Coburn, along with her 
daughter Ruby. They will 
be joined by other special 

guests, including News On Six’s LeAnne 
Taylor. She really can sing! TSO’s Exec-
utive Director Keith Elder says, “Fami-
lies and friends will have an opportunity 
to gather safely in their homes and enjoy 
the music that exudes all the warmth of the 
holiday season.”

More holiday music comes your way 
with Tulsa Signature Symphony on Sun-
day, Dec. 13 at 2 p.m. “Christmas in Tulsa” 
includes the Signature Chamber Orchestra, 
the 2020 Tulsa Sings winner Chiara Mill-
er, and a bevy of entertainers. The show 
is available to view with a $10 fee; $5 for 
students. Check the Tulsa Signature Sym-
phony website for details.

Tulsa Opera wants you to join the conver-
sation this holiday season. Renowned com-
poser Tobias Pickler will chat with Oklaho-
ma-born opera star Leona Mitchell on Dec. 

15 at 7:30 p.m. This is a Zoom event with 
a limit of 50 people. Register early at Tul-
saOpera.com. 

My husband and I rejoined the Tulsa 
Botanic Garden as patrons this year, and 
became members of the Tulsa Zoo for the 
first time. We enjoyed walking through the 
gardens during late summer. Now, with the 
holidays here, Tulsa Botanic Garden is pre-
senting “Garden of Lights.” The decorat-
ed Garden will be open 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
through Jan. 3, Thursdays through Sun-
days, plus Dec. 21-23. Activities include a 
hay maze, live piano music and a train ride. 
An array of holiday-inspired refreshments 
will be available. Be sure to purchase tick-
ets in advance. There is so much land to ex-
plore at the Garden that I doubt you would 
be crowded, but the organization is tak-
ing extra precautions by spacing entrance 
times and controlling numbers.

Observing animals at the zoo combines a 
good walkabout with a chance to check up 
on some fascinating creatures. The rhinos 
at the Tulsa Zoo are very impressive, and 
the big cats are always a thrill. I encour-
age you to purchase a membership to some 
of Tulsa’s cultural gems, like the Zoo, the 
Botanic Garden, ahaa and the Oklahoma 
Aquarium. Memberships provide an extra 
boost for their operating budgets. With a 
membership, you are likely to go more of-
ten and not feel that you have to make a 
long visit on any one day.

Another Tulsa entertainment icon is the 
Circle Cinema. The building is an architec-
tural treasure, and the programming is in-
spired. In January 2021, the Circle Cinema 
and local partners will screen the Sundance 
Film Festival —a real honor for Tulsa and 
Circle Cinema. Happy New Year to us!

Take a Winterfest spin around the ice rink 
at the BOK Center through Jan. 3 for some 
holiday cheer. Philbrook, too, is gorgeous 
in December as it is all year long. With 
thoughtful distancing and mask-wearing, 
we can all look forward to a time in 2021 
when once again we can gather to enjoy 
live entertainment and each other’s pre-
cious company.
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VARIETY

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

2020 Promises Tulsans a Holiday to Remember

THE LOST NUTCRACKER: A trio of holiday-themed ballets comes to the Cox Business 
Convention Center Dec. 17-20, produced by Tulsa Ballet.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL: American The-
atre Company will present a filmed version 
of the holiday classic Dec. 18, 19, 22 and 
23, at the Admiral Twin Drive-In.

GARDEN OF LIGHTS: Tulsa Botanic 
Garden welcomes the holiday season in a 
blaze of the lights. The “Garden of Lights” 
event includes a myriad of festive activities 
through Jan. 3.

http://www.jackwills.net
http://hamlethams.com


 August 2018 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 21

  GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group

In the wake of the November 
elections, many of us are ready for 
a break from politics. It’s certainly 
understandable after a never-end-
ing news cycle 
of poll analysis,  
battleground pre-
dictions, chaotic 
debates and hy-
per punditry. So, 
what better time 
to submit a po-
litically charged 
column?

Okay, politically 
charged is a bit 
of a stretch. Let’s 
call it civic mind-
ed; a call to action 
to do your part as 
a citizen and, I as-
sume since you’re 
reading this col-
umn, a fan of live 
music.

Currently under 
consideration by 
the 116th Con-
gress of the Unit-
ed States is S. 
4258, the Save 
our Stages, or 
SOS Act. 

The bipartisan bill,  introduced 
in the Senate by Texas Repub-
lican John Cornyn and Minne-
sota Democrat Amy Klobuchar, 
“authorizes the Small Business 
Administration to make grants to 
eligible live venue operators, pro-
ducers, promoters, or talent rep-
resentatives to address the eco-
nomic effects of the COVID-19 
(i.e., coronavirus disease 2019) 
pandemic on certain live venues.” 

As Tulsans, we have many rea-
sons to contact our representa-
tives to congress  and urge them 
to pass this legislation. From the 
smaller, more intimate stages like 
The Colony and Mercury Lounge, 

to the legendary Cain’s Ballroom, 
Tulsa’s robust music scene has 
been able to flourish amid a land-
scape of top-quality venues. 

I typically stay 
away from pol-
itics in this col-
umn, but the idea 
that any of  my 
favorite venues 
could be in exis-
tential danger is 
enough to turn me 
into a veritable 
Bob Woodward.

Rather than un-
veiling the Water-
gate papers, how-
ever, my foray into 
political writing 
will conclude after 
this simple call to 
action: tell Con-
gress to act now to 
save independent 
music venues. Vis-
it saveourstages.
com for informa-
tion and help con-
tacting legislators, 
or to support the 
cause through a fi-

nancial donation or by purchasing 
shirts, hats and other merch. 

I will now step off my soap box 
and make a case for the SOS Act 
by highlighting one of the many 
world-class venues that could 
benefit from the bill.

The Old Lady
I applaud the Tulsa City Coun-

cil for its decision to discontinue 
honoring Tate Brady in downtown 
Tulsa, but I have to admit, the 
Old Lady on Reconciliation Way 
doesn’t have the same ring to it.

The Tulsa Theater, 105 W. Rec-
onciliation Way, formerly the 
Brady Theater, was known as the 
Old Lady on Brady long before it 

was called the Brady Theater.
Completed in 1914, the barn-

like structure was originally 
known as Convention Hall. In its 
early years, it served as a munic-
ipal auditorium and convention 
hall, billed as the largest between 
Kansas City and Houston.

That size distinction was sig-
nificant, as Convention Hall was 
one of the few venues in the re-
gion large enough to host a full 
Metropolitan Opera production, 
and therefore brought some of the 
best opera singers of the day to 
Tulsa.

Legend has it, one of them never 
left. Italian Tenor Enrico Caruso 
performed at the Convention Hall 
in 1920, reportedly contracting 
an illness and dying shortly after 
only to return in supernatural form 
to haunt the Old Lady to this day. 
It remains to be seen if the ghost 
of Hermann Cain haunts the BOK 
Center.     

A 1930 interior renovation by 
world-renowned architect Bruce 
Goff brought about the elegant art 
deco style, seating and superior 
acoustics we enjoy today.

In 1952, lobbies were added to 
both the upper and lower levels 
and it became the Tulsa Munici-
pal Theater.

It wasn’t until 1979 when the 
building was purchased by Tul-
san Peter Mayo that the name was 
changed to the Brady Theater. 
The name change was logical, 
since Tulsans had been referring 
to it as the Old Lady on Brady for 
years.

In January 2020, the Brady The-
ater became the Tulsa Theater as 
the city continues to cut ties with 
Tate Brady due to his involve-
ment with the KKK. 

The sign that adorned the build-
ing from 1952-1979, a stainless 
steel script that spells out Tul-
sa, has been resurrected after 40 
years in a storage unit and now 

embellishes the face of the Old 
Lady once again.

The list of acts that have graced 
that stage is far too long to list. 
It has seen some of the big-
gest names in pop culture, from 
George Carlin to Bob Dylan to 
Stevie Ray Vaughn, and for that, 
we owe a debt to the Old Lady.

You can settle that debt easily by 
contacting Congress in support of 
the SOS Act. Sorry, I got on my 
political soap box again, but I had 
to make one last pitch to save our 
stages so that when this pandemic 
is over, we’ll still have a multi-
tude of venues in which to keep 
searching, keep listening.

Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL
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Celebrate the Best of Family Holiday Traditions!
• Thousands of lighted displays • Holiday Hayride • Train Rides

okcastle.com 

Thanksgiving - New Years Eve 5:30 pm - 10 pm

Save Our Stages So We’ll Have Some Place to Boogie

THE TULSA THEATER: The stainless steel sign that adorned the the-
ater from 1952–1979 was ressurrected after four decades and recently 
reinstalled on the buildings north side.

1950s: The Tulsa Municipal The-
ater in the 1950s. It would become 
the Brady Theater in 1979 before 
being renamed The Tulsa Theater 
earlier this year.
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https://www.facebook.com/thelanetulsa/
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The OSU Center for Health Sci-
ences has partnered with Okla-
homa Health Care Authority, 
Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services and the OU Health Sci-
ences Center to develop a new re-
source guide for health profession-
als treating children. 

The use of medications like an-
tidepressants, anti-anxiety agents, 
mood stabilizers and antipsychot-
ics— also known as psychotropic 
medications— to treat children 
and teens with emotional and be-
havioral issues has dramatically 
increased in recent years. 

“Oftentimes youth with the most 
significant emotional and behav-
ioral needs are prescribed the most 
medications, and yet are less like-
ly to have seen a child and adoles-
cent psychiatrist,” said Dr. Sara 
Coffey, assistant clinical professor 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sci-
ences at OSU Center for Health 
Sciences. 

According to a 2015 study in the 
New England Journal of Medi-
cine, there has been a 600 percent 
increase in use of atypical anti-
psychotic medications in the last 
25 years compared to just a 70 
percent increase in psychotherapy 
during that same time. 

And in another study of Med-
icaid claims, up to 67 percent of 
youth prescribed atypical antipsy-
chotic medications also reported 
quality of care concerns. 

“With this overprescribing and 
at times imprudent use of med-
ications, we put youth at risk for 

serious side effects and miss the 
opportunity to employ more evi-
dence-based care,” Coffey said. 

The majority of youth who do 
receive treatment get it from their 
primary care physician. In fact, 
the American Academy of Pediat-
rics estimates that in the next 10 
years, 40 percent of patient visits 
to pediatricians will involve long-
term chronic disease management 
of physical and psychological or 
behavioral conditions. 

“With the severe shortage in 
child and adolescent psychia-
trists and limited access to evi-
dence-based therapy, clinicians 
are doing what they can with the 
information they know to treat the 
symptoms of often devasting and 
destructive mental health symp-
toms in our youth,” Coffey said. 
“It’s imperative that up-to-date, 
evidence-based resources and col-
laboration is available to our clini-
cians on the front line of what at 
times can feel like a mental illness 
epidemic.” 

In order to meet this growing 
need, the Oklahoma Health Care 
Authority and the Department 
of Human Services’ Division of 
Child Welfare assembled a task 
force to develop the Oklahoma 
Pediatric Psychotropic Medica-
tion Resource Guide, a collection 
of resources for Oklahoma physi-
cians and health care profession-
als caring for youth with mental 
illness. Telligen Community Ini-
tiative also provided additional 
funding to aid in the creation and 
distribution of the guide. 

Dr. Deborah Shropshire, director 
of Child Welfare Services in the 
Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services, said children who have 
experienced high rates of trauma 
are much more likely than other 
children to be treated at some point 
with psychotropic medications. 

“Unfortunately, Oklahoma has 
a high rate of adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs), the kinds of 
trauma that can result in behav-
ioral health symptoms that often 
prompt families to seek health 

care solutions,” Shropshire said. 
“While reducing trauma is and 
should be a priority, it’s also criti-
cal that there is clear, evidence-in-
formed guidance for providers on 
how to safely and effectively treat 
children with behavioral health 
needs. And that is what prompted 
the creation of the guide.” 

Clinicians from the University 
of Oklahoma Center for Health 
Sciences and the OSU Center for 
Health Sciences, including Cof-
fey, lead the core team that invited 
child and adolescent psychiatrists, 
pediatricians and pharmacists to 
join the task force in drafting the 
guide. The task force reviewed 
and compiled up-to-date informa-
tion on best prescribing practices. 

“I want to thank our amazing task 
force members who came together 
voluntarily to work on this import-
ant project, and Telligen Commu-
nity Initiative that helped support 
this endeavor,” Coffey said. 

The comprehensive document is 
for any clinician managing psy-
chiatric medications in children 
and adolescents such as pediatri-
cians, family physicians, psychi-
atrists, physician assistants and 
nurse practitioners. In the future, 
revisions to the guide will be made 
to ensure treatment recommenda-
tions are evidence based and cur-
rent. 

“Although this resource is meant 
to aid in the diagnosis and treat-
ment of children and adolescents, 
it is important to note that ulti-
mately the care of patients is a 
partnership with the patient, their 
family and the treating clinician,” 
Coffey said. “Our goal was to pro-
vide evidence-based information 
to support youth with psychiatric 
illness and the judicious use of 
medication to support psychiatric 
care.” 

View the digital Oklahoma Pe-
diatric Psychotropic Medication 
Guide at okla.st/okpedpsycho-
tropicmed or order a copy of the 
guide by calling 1-877-283-4113 
and reference publication number 
20-27.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

Dental Insurance

6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN).

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
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Here’s the information

you requested on Dental insurance
FIRST-CLASS MAIL1-855-496-9612

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit!
dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa

Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company to help 
cover the services you’re most likely to use – 

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free 
American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one 
per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and 
for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  
Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

855-449-2860
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/tulsa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Cancer Treatment Centers of America Tulsa Receives 
2020 Press Ganey Guardian of Excellence Award 
For Outstanding Performance in Patient Experience

Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America (CTCA) Tulsa has been 
named a 2020 Guardian of Ex-
cellence Award winner by Press 
Ganey. The award recognizes 
top-performing health care orga-
nizations that have consistently 
achieved the 95th percentile or 
above for performance in Patient 
Experience.

“True to our mission, vision, val-
ues and commitment to provide 
high quality care to our patients, 
the Guardian of Excellence Award 
symbolizes the unyielding service 
excellence that our employees 
provide to our patients and care-
givers every day,” says CTCA Tul-
sa President, Dana Haynie. “I am 
extremely proud of all of our team 
members for this demonstration of 
excellence.”

The Press Ganey Guardian of Ex-
cellence Award is a nationally-rec-
ognized symbol of achievement 
in health care. Presented annually, 
the award honors clients who con-
sistently sustained performance 
in the top 5% of all Press Ganey 
clients for each reporting period 
during the course of one year.

According to Haynie, the award 
represents an important recogni-
tion from the industry’s leader in 
measuring, understanding and im-
proving patient experience.

“The caregivers and staff of 
CTCA Tulsa touch the lives of 
patients and their families in pro-
found ways,” said Patrick T. Ryan, 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer, Press Ganey. “This award 
reflects their deep commitment 
to listening to the voices of their 
patients and our shared mission to 
reduce suffering and improve the 
safety, quality, and experience of 
patient-centered care.”

 
About Cancer Treatment Cen-
ters of America

Cancer Treatment Centers of 
America® (CTCA) is a national 
oncology network of hospitals and 
outpatient care centers offering an 
integrated approach that combines 
surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, 
immunotherapy and advance-
ments in precision medicine with 
supportive therapies to manage 
side effects and enhance quality of 
life during treatment and into sur-

vivorship. CTCA publishes treat-
ment results bi-annually including 
patient experience, length of 
life, quality of life, patient safety 
and quality of care. CTCA also 
offers qualified patients a range 
of clinical trials that may reveal 
new treatment options supported 
by scientific and investigational 
research. CTCA patient satis-
faction scores consistently rank 
among the highest for all cancer 

care providers in the country. 
Visit cancercenter.com for more 
information.

 
About Press Ganey

Press Ganey pioneered the health 
care performance improvement 
movement 35 years ago. Today 
Press Ganey offers an integrated 
suite of solutions that enable en-
terprise transformation across the 
patient journey. Delivered through 

a cutting-edge digital platform 
built on a foundation of data se-
curity, Press Ganey solutions ad-
dress safety, clinical excellence, 
patient experience, and workforce 
engagement. The company works 
with more than 41,000 health care 
facilities in its mission to reduce 
patient suffering and enhance 
caregiver resilience to improve the 
overall safety, quality, and experi-
ence of care. 

GTR Media Group photo

AWARD WINNING HOSPITAL:  The CTCA hospital in Tulsa is located at 10109 E. 79th Street. 

New Oklahoma Resource Guide Developed 
For Health Professionals Treating Children

http://www.millerhospicetulsa.com
http://www.dental50plus.com/gtrtulsa
http://www.walkintubinfo.com/tulsa
http://www.akins.com
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The Tulsa City Council passed 
additional COVID-19 measures in 
late November, which:

Require a COVID-19 Safety Plan 
for events of 150 people or more 
(previously 500) – which must be 
submitted to the Tulsa Health De-
partment (THD) 14 calendar days 
before the event; 

Give THD authority to enforce 
the City’s COVID-19 ordinances 
in places of public accommoda-
tion, public settings, restaurants 
and bars. City code enforcement 
will assist;

Require separation or distance 
provisions in use at restaurants, 
bars and other places of public ac-
commodation and public settings;

Require entities to consistently 
make adequate efforts to have pa-
trons and attendees comply with 
face covering requirements and to 
implement a sanitation protocol to 
protect employees and customers.

THD will work with entities of 
public accommodation to ensure 
compliance with City ordinances.

Businesses that do not take mea-
sures to comply with face cover-
ing, social distance, separation, 
or event requirements can be de-
clared a public nuisance and will 
be subject to abatement and pen-
alties. 

The mask ordinance in the City 
remains the same. These newly 
passed ordinances build upon the 
City’s existing mask mandate, 
which requires a mask for all per-
sons 10 years old and older in pub-
lic settings and in places of public 
accommodation. 

To report non-compliance with 
existing City ordinances regarding 
COVID-19 measures, visit  www.
tulsa-health.org/COVIDcom-
plaint. Residents should only call 

911 for life-threatening emergen-
cies.

Updated ordinances will be made 
available at www.cityoftulsa.org/
COVID19. Additionally, a de-
tailed list of FAQs and background 
on places of public accommoda-
tion will also be made available on 
that webpage.

 “I want to thank leadership from 
so many of our surrounding com-
munities and especially my col-
leagues on the Tulsa City Council 
for stepping up to help save lives 
and assist our strained healthcare 
system,” Mayor G.T. Bynum said. 
“I fully support these increased 
mitigation efforts for Tulsa and 
strongly encourage Tulsans to stay 
vigilant as we navigate through 
one of the most testing times of 
this pandemic. I will sign these 
measures into law at 11:30 a.m. to-
morrow, and am grateful for all the 
businesses and individuals who 
are doing their part to help miti-
gate the spread of this disease.”

“Many thanks to my colleagues 
on the Council, the mayor and 
City/Health Department staff for 
their efforts in crafting regula-
tions to protect our community,” 
Council Chair Ben Kimbro said. 
“Local government is responsible 
for ensuring public safety. These 
ordinances were passed in the in-
terest of saving lives; period. I ask 
the community to partner with the 
City and the Health Department to 
help stop the spread of this virus. 
We all need to work together to 
preserve the health of our fellow 
citizens, especially our most vul-
nerable.”

“I appreciate the City of Tul-
sa’s efforts to strengthen existing 
ordinances to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 and protect our com-

munity, particularly our most vul-
nerable,” THD Executive Director 
Dr. Bruce Dart said. “The Tulsa 
Health Department remains com-
mitted to protecting the health and 
well-being of Tulsa County res-
idents as well. Just as THD staff 
inspect local food establishments 
to ensure they are operating safely 
to prevent foodborne illnesses, our 
staff will now also help local busi-
nesses keep their employees and 
customers safe.”

The healthcare system is expe-
riencing a significant strain. To 
better encourage countywide mit-
igation efforts, the Tulsa Health 
Department has launched a new 
graphics campaign to encourage 
Tulsans to practice enhanced vig-
ilance. between now and the end 
of the month.

 
The Tulsa Health Department 
asks Tulsa area residents to:

Avoid gatherings
Take precautions at Christmas 

(celebrate only with those in your 
household or do a videoconfer-
ence Christmas)

Stay safe while shopping (shop 
online, if possible)

Wash your hands
Wear your mask
Watch your distance
Order take-out
Work from home, if possible
 

Situation Update
As of the end of November, 

the Tulsa Health Department  
had confirmed 30,917 positive 
COVID-19 cases in Tulsa County. 
25,651 residents have recovered 
and 258 have died. Test results are 
updated daily at www.tulsa-health.
org/COVID19. For the most up-
to-date news, information and 
business resources in Tulsa, vis-
it www.cityoftulsa.org/COVID19.
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Tulsa Health Department to Enforce Additional
COVID-19 Ordinances Passed by City Council

http://www.facebook.com/themarketatpearl
http://covliving.org
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EDUCATION

You Belong Here.
Enrollment Opens Nov. 16

Tulsa Community College knows planning for your future is 

important now more than ever. To help you feel safe and 

secure we’re offering a variety of courses - from fully online 

and online live to blended and face-to-face classes - to support 

your need to learn, while keeping your future plans and your 

health and safety, on-track and on-budget.

TulsaCC.edu

Tulsa Area Students Honored at TU Homecoming
The University of Tulsa hon-

ored its 2020-21 Jess Chouteau 
Outstanding Seniors and Top 10 
Freshmen during Homecoming 
week, Oct. 13-18.  Ten Seniors 
and 10 Freshmen are selected each 
year by a panel of judges from the 
Alumni Association for their ex-
ceptional achievement in academ-
ics and community engagement.

This year’s Outstanding Seniors 
from the Tulsa area are Ritvik 
Ganguly of Tulsa, Megan Losoncy 
of Owasso, James Smith Williams 
of Tulsa, Emily Tran of Broken 
Arrow and Morgan Wilson of Tul-
sa.

Among this year’s Top Ten 
freshman are Ha Huynh of Broken 
Arrow and Iyan Smith Williams of 
Tulsa.  

Jess Chouteau Outstanding 
Seniors

Ritvik Ganguly is a biochemis-
try major and an aspiring physician 
with an emphasis on integrative 
medicine, leadership, and patient 
advocacy. Through his time at TU, 
Ganguly has been a part of the Tul-
sa Undergraduate Research Chal-
lenge, Global Scholars Program, 
American Committee on Foreign 
Relations, Mortar Board, Honors 
Program, Presidential Leadership 
Fellowship, and is a co-founder 
of the Happy Hippocampus social 
franchise.

Megan Losoncy is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Arts in Graphic 
Design. Through her work as a 
freelance graphic designer with 
MLDesigns, Losoncy has devel-
oped and implemented logo de-
signs and advertising strategies for 
companies in Tulsa and beyond. 
She is also the co-owner of T&M 
Studios, a mobile art studio, event 

photo booth and art boutique. 
James Smith Williams is a fi-

nance major who is active in many 
campus groups. Smith Williams 
has served the University in sev-
eral capacities including vice pres-
ident of the Student Association, 
two-term president of Sigma Nu 
fraternity, treasurer of the Student 
Investment Fund, vice president of 
alumni engagement for the Future 
Alumni Council, treasurer of the 
Interfraternity Council, Peer Men-
tor for new students, and more. 
He is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, 
Beta Gamma Sigma, Order of 
Omega, and Phi Eta Sigma honor 
societies. 

Morgan Wilson will graduate 
with a double major in finance and 
computer information systems. In 
addition to being a Presidential 
Scholar, Wilson is a member of 
Mortar Board, Phi Kappa Phi, Beta 
Gamma Sigma, Order of Omega 
and Phi Eta Sigma honor societies. 
She serves as CEO of the Kappa 
Alpha Theta fraternity, President 
of the Future Alumni Council and 
is also a Global Scholar and a TU 
University Ambassador. As presi-
dent of the Future Alumni Coun-
cil, Wilson oversees 5 officers and 
45 organization members as they 
plan events, including alumni net-
working, commencement ceremo-
nies and Homecoming activities. 
During her time at TU, Wilson 
availed herself of the opportunity 
to study abroad at the Universi-
té Catholique de Lille, where she 
pushed herself to explore outside 
her comfort zone while pursuing 
her ambitions, goals, and dreams.

Top Ten Freshmen
Ha Huynh is a biology ma-

jor who is involved with many 

extracurricular activities at TU. 
She is not only the treasurer of 
the Student Nurses’ Association, 
but Huynh is also treasurer of 
the Asian American Student As-
sociation and involved with the 
Vietnamese Student Association 
and Future Alumni Council. As a 
first-generation college student, 

one of Huynh’s primary goals was 
to increase opportunities for other 
first-generation students. 

Iyan Smith Williams is dou-
ble majoring in mathematics and 
Spanish in the International Sci-
ence and Language Program. Not 
only is he an Honors Scholar and 
a Global Scholar, but Smith Wil-

liams is also a Peer Mentor for the 
Office of New Student Programs, 
where he works alongside the Stu-
dent Success Team to engage in-
coming students and help facilitate 
a smooth transition to college life. 

For a detailed overview of the 
success of the students, see www.
gtrnews.com.

MEGAN LOSONCY JAMES SMITH WILLIAMS HA HUYNH

RITVIK GANGULY MORGAN WILSON IYAN SMITH WILLIAMS

http://tulsacc.edu


Brick by brick, computer by com-
puter, Tulsa Tech trains students 
for success in the workplace. For 
Julie Orellana, that time on campus 
was short. Orella-
na spent just one 
school year in the 
Mobile App Devel-
opment program, 
but the program had 
a huge impact.

“When I was a ju-
nior in high school, 
I mentioned my 
interest to my par-
ents in computers 
and programming,” 
Orellana said. “My 
mom pushed me to 
take the class to get 
a feel for how pro-
gramming worked.”

From a young 
age, Orellana said 
she had a passion 
for programming. 
Something she 
shared with her 
mother who, ma-
jored in computer 
programming in 
college. 

“When I was a kid, I was intro-
duced to Scratch,” Orellana re-
called with a smile. “It is a program 
for kids to create animated greeting 
cards.”

However, as she got older, her 
mother pushed her to explore more 
of the world of computers. An on-
line search lead her to Tulsa Tech 

and the Mobile 
App program. 
Now a sopho-
more at OSU-IT 
in Okmulgee, 
Orellana says 
her time at Tul-
sa Tech made an 
enormous dif-
ference.

“I liked the 
class, I enjoyed 
it. That made 
me realize I en-
joyed program-
ming,” Orellana 
said with a grin. 
“Now that I am 
in college, I re-
alize how much 
Tulsa Tech re-
ally helped me. 
The class laid a 
foundation for 
me. As a fresh-
man, I was not 
lost because I 
had learned so 

much at Tulsa Tech.”
More than just a foundation, Orel-

lana credits Tulsa Tech for helping 
her grow as a leader. She was part 
of Business Professionals of Amer-

ica (BPA), a Career and Technical 
Student Organization (CTSO) she 
joined through Tulsa Tech, which 
helped her earn a scholarship.

“Earning two awards at the BPA 
conference last year gave my ap-
plication some extra weight,” Orel-
lana said. “I won the best in show 
for the virtual conference and third 
place for Mobile App.”

This fall, Orellana won the Milli-
man Opportunity Scholarship for a 
second straight year. She was one 
of 17 recipients from colleges and 
universities worldwide who have 
demonstrated academic excellence 
and plan to pursue a career in actu-
arial science or related fields.

Currently, Orellana is completing 
an associate’s degree in applied sci-
ence, and from there, go into soft-
ware development or cybersecurity.

The Information Technology 
career field is growing at a rapid 
pace. By the end of the decade, the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics es-
timates the IT career field will add 
more than half a million jobs across 
the country. These in-demand jobs 
are high paying too, with a median 
of nearly $90,000 a year.

For Orellana, the difference Tulsa 
Tech made is in the foundation it 
built for her as she works down her 
career path.

“If you go into something you are 
interested in, you can learn if that 

career is for you and something you 
want to spend the rest of your life 
doing,” Orellana said with a smile. 
“You not only learn skills, but you 
lay a foundation to build upon.”

The passion for student success is 
evident to the students.

“They love what they do, and you 
can tell they enjoy it,” Orellana 
said. “Seeing their passion makes 
you want to do better, and it makes 
learning fun.”

If you are currently looking for 
exciting classes for high school and 
adult students, quality corporate 
training, or a challenging new ca-
reer, Tulsa Tech invites you to visit 

today. For more information, please 
call 918-828-5000 or visit us online 
at tulsatech.edu.
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Tulsa Tech Helps Student Build Foundation for Success

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

JULIE ORELLANA:  An online search led Julie Orellana to Tulsa 
Tech where she developed the knowledge in computers and program-
ming to successfully continue her education and to become involved in 
valuable leadership organizations. 

TU Named a Top 10 Engineering School
The influential website Money.

com has ranked The University 
of Tulsa No. 7 in its list of Top 
10 colleges for engineering ma-
jors for 2020. In addition to “over-
all value,” schools were evaluated 
according to the share of students 
earning engineering degrees and 
average salaries reported by un-
dergraduate engineering students.

Two of the most impressive find-
ings were that the average debt 

for TU graduates is only $23,250, 
while engineering majors from 
TU enjoy an early career salary of 
$81,400 – the third highest among 
the Top 10 schools.

“I am incredibly proud that our 
College of Engineering and Nat-
ural Sciences has received this 
recognition from Money.com,” 
said Janet K. Levit, interim presi-
dent of TU. “Our dedicated faculty 
and staff strive to ensure that ev-

ery student receives an education 
that equips them with the techni-
cal skills to land meaningful jobs; 
the well-rounded knowledge to 
become leaders in industry and re-
search; and the appreciation for in-
novation and curiosity to continue 
learning throughout their lives.”

Money.com also reported that 
TU students benefit from the uni-
versity’s robust financial aid pro-
gram. According to the latest sta-

tistics, 96 percent of TU students 
who have a financial need receive 
assistance. This support signifi-
cantly increases the accessibility 
of TU’s high-quality education.

From chemical engineering to 
mathematics, computer science 
to petroleum engineering, TU’s 
College of Engineering and Nat-
ural Sciences offers programs 
that lead to fulfilling, in-demand 
careers.  

http://www.millerswimschool.com
http://www.okwu.edu
http://www.tulsatech.edu


The state of Oklahoma’s third 
largest manufacturing hub has a 
new space for students to learn the 
skills needed for Broken Arrow re-
gional businesses. Tulsa Tech and 
the Broken Arrow Chamber offi-
cially opened the newly-remod-
eled manufacturing wing at the 
Broken Arrow campus.

The area was part of the origi-
nal Broken Arrow campus built 
in 1983, and is now a shimmering 
18,000 square foot facility open to 
train the next generation of manu-
facturing employees. 

“The newly-renovated class-
rooms and labs for these programs 

are critical to our mission of Ed-
ucating people for success in the 
workplace,” Dr. Steve Tiger, Tul-
sa Tech Superintendent and CEO 
said. “Once completed, a world-
class advanced manufacturing fa-
cility will create a hub for training, 
ensuring quality employees for 
industry partners throughout the 
region.”

The facility offers both high 
school and adult students the op-
portunity to train for multiple 
disciplines within the manufactur-
ing industry. From machining to 
mechatronics, and soon welding, 
the Broken Arrow campus will 

be the centerpiece for training in 
manufacturing careers for many 
years.

 
About Tulsa Technology Center

Tulsa Tech, the oldest and largest 
in Oklahoma’s CareerTech Sys-
tem, is a career and technology 
center school district dedicated to 
educating people for success in the 
workplace. Tulsa Tech helps high 
school and adult students from 
across the Tulsa region explore 
new careers, upgrade their train-
ing and skills, and pursue their 
dreams. More information can be 
found at tulsatech.edu.
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BROKEN ARROW NEWS

Courtesy photo

EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS:  Broken Arrow and Tulsa Tech lead-
ers participate in ribbon cutting for the new manufacturing training 
center facility.  

Tulsa Tech and Broken Arrow Chamber 
Open New Manufacturing Training Facility

B.A. Implements New Water Plan
The City of Broken Arrow im-

plemented a new non-potable wa-
ter process at the Lynn Lane Water 
Reclamation Plant that is saving 
the city hundreds of thousands of 
gallons of drinking water per day. 

Potable water is suitable for 
human consumption, whereas 
non-potable water is not of drink-
ing water quality but may be used 
for other purposes. 

Before its installation, the water 
reclamation facility used a daily 
average of between 200,000 to 
300,000 gallons of potable drink-
ing water per day, making it the 
largest water customer in the city. 

Water is used in the headworks, 

bio-solids dewatering, chlorine 
disinfection, and wash down pro-
cesses at the plant. With this new 
system in place,  the city re-uses 
some of the non-potable water 
that has been treated at the Plant 
instead of discharging it into the 
Arkansas River.  

“Through the new regulations 
for water re-use, we can use the 
treated water on the plant process 
and in addition to the current golf 
course irrigation use,” Plant Man-
ager David Handy said.  “Previ-
ously, all of the non-potable water 
would have been discharged into 
the Arkansas River.”

This system gives the city two 

cost reduction opportunities. 
First, it is a stand-alone system. 
It provides flow volume and 
pressure independent of the ex-
isting potable water system at the 
plant.

Second, with less usage of po-
table drinking water, the daily 
demand for water production will 
be reduced, therefore reducing 
production costs at the Verdigris 
River Drinking Water Plant.

The estimated cost savings are 
expected to be at approximate-
ly $10,000-$15,000 per month. 
The project cost $1.1 million, and 
Handy expects it will pay for itself 
in five to seven years.

Broken Arrow Launches 
‘Back to B.A.’ Campaign

In order to support local busi-
nesses, the City of Broken Arrow 
has launched the second year of 
its ‘Back to BA’ campaign. To 
help local businesses stay prof-
itable through this economically 
difficult time and generate much 
needed sales tax revenue, city 
leaders launched a “shop local” 
program to remind residents the 
importance of shopping in their 
community.

The campaign utilizes a “Back 
to BA” theme, with simple mes-
sages communicating how every 
purchase made in Broken Arrow 
city limits directly benefits every-
one living in the community. The 
four-month campaign highlights 
more than a dozen local business-
es from all regions of the city. 
Residents and shoppers will see 
digital messages featuring stories 
of popular local businesses and 
shops around town.

“Promoting local shopping 
not only generates much needed 
sales tax revenue for the City of 
Broken Arrow, the publicity also 
boosts our local businesses. Many 
of our small business owners are 
residents of Broken Arrow, so by 
shopping local people are also 
supporting their neighbors and 
friends, and making sure our com-
munity continues to prosper and 

be one of the best places to live 
in Oklahoma,” said City Manager 
Michael Spurgeon.

The City of Broken Arrow, like 
all municipalities in Oklahoma, 
relies solely on sales tax reve-
nue to fund necessary operation-
al expenses, such as answering 
911 calls, providing police and 
fire protection and repairing pot-
holes. 

Sales tax revenue is generated 
within Broken Arrow when cus-
tomers purchase goods and dine 
out in our community; however 
consumers today have many more 
options when it comes to buying 
merchandise, putting local retail-
ers at a competitive disadvantage. 
They face competition from on-
line stores, as well as stores locat-
ed in Tulsa within close proximity 
to Broken Arrow.

“As an independent business 
owner, when the community sup-
ports my business and shops lo-
cally, not only does the commu-
nity get the benefit of that sales 
tax, but I do most of my business 
within the community too. So that 
revenue feeds upon itself,” said 
Todd Pendergraft, owner of BA 
Family Drug.

Learn more about the Back to 
BA campaign at the website www.
BacktoBA.com.

Broken Arrow Express photo

PRIDE OF BROKEN ARROW:  The Broken Arrow High School ROTC students marched proudly in 
this year’s Veterans Day Parade in downtown Tulsa.  

https://www.facebook.com/MerleNormanTulsa/
http://gcshredding.com
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BROKEN ARROW SPORTS

Broken Arrow Tigers Prepare for
Another Successful Wrestling Season
By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Another season on the mat is here 
for Broken Arrow High Schooland 
it is ready to gun for another pair 
of state championships. 

Seven state qualifiers, including 
two first-place medalists, graduat-
ed last year.

Senior Emmanuel Skillings is 
Broken Arrow’s lone returning 
state champion. He won the 195 
pound weight class last season. 
Returning state finalists are senior 
Jared Hill (138 pounds) and junior 
Christian Forbes (106 pounds), 

State qualifiers back are seniors 
Blazik Perez (132), along with 
juniors Parker Witcraft (113) and 
Chris Moores (145). 

Junior Jordan Cullors also re-
turns after sitting out last season 
due to a knee injury. He was a state 
finalist in Class 5A as a freshman 
for Collinsville in 2019, then came 
to Broken Arrow last year. 

“I can speak for all of them by 
saying that the character of this 
year’s team is a good group of 
wrestlers that understand to be at 
a certain level in accordance to 
where you want to be, and they un-
derstand that,” said coach Rodney 
Jones, who enters his second year 
as head coach after many years as 
an assistant. 

“This team is going to be a senior 
heavy team for the third year in a 
row,” Jones said.

“We got some guys projected 
in the lineup that might have not 
been consistent varsity starters, 
but they’re really good,” Jones 
said. “And I’m expecting them to 
step up and prove it on the mat.

I feel good about them, because, 
overall, the entire group has 
bought into everything that we’re 
doing.

“They’re in pretty good shape,” 
Jones added. “They’ll work as 

hard as you want them to work for 
as long as you want them to work. 
That’s always a good characteris-
tic.”

Broken Arrow has won the team 
and dual state championships the 
past two seasons and will be gun-
ning for a third straight.

The Tigers are also grateful they 
were able to get their state meets in 
two weeks before the COVID-19 
pandemic intervened with high 
school athletics last March. 

“We were very fortunate, very 
blessed and very grateful,” Jones 
said. “We’re operating under con-
ditions that we take very serious-
ly and we’re not writing it off or 
treating it as something that could 
be ignored.”

The team is following protocols 
of taking temperatures, doing sur-
veys before every practice, etc. 

“We’re desanitizing and resan-
itizing our rooms. I told the guys 
‘we want to be the best team in 
the nation, but let’s try to have the 
cleanest room.’ So, we’re taking 
every precaution possible. Coach-
es are also wearing masks in prac-
tice.”

Broken Arrow has competed in 
three tournaments to start the sea-
son – its own Broken Arrow Open, 
the Bixby Open and the Union 
Open. It hosted Stillwater for a 
duel on Dec. 8. Broken Arrow 
then took to the road to wrestle in 
tournaments in Enid (Dec. 11) and 
Shawnee, Kan. (Dec. 18).

They’ve had other events can-
celed because of COVID-19.

Mustang, Choctaw, Stillwater, 
Edmond Deer Creek and Edmond 
North are expected to be some of 
the toughest challengers en route 
to BA’s quest for a title.

“Once again, there is going to be 
a lot of good in-state competition,” 
Jones said. “Were going to have to 
make sure we are ready to bat.”

As the calendar turns to 2021 
next month, Broken Arrow has 
duels scheduled at Mustang (Jan. 
7), at Union (Jan. 12), at home 

against Collinsville (Jan. 26) 
and at Owasso (Jan. 28). It will 
wrestle in tournaments in Geary 
(Jan. 8-9), Liberty, Mo. (Jan. 16), 
district duels in Norman (Jan. 
21) and Pryor (Jan. 29-30). Duel 
State, along with the regional and 
state tournaments will take place 
in February.  

“This season is going to be more 
than just about wrestling. It’s go-
ing to be about management,” 
Jones said. 

WRESTLING CHAMPION:  Broken Arrow wrestler Emmanuel Skill-
ings stands on the podium after winning state at 195 pounds last season. 
He returns to the Tigers. 

Courtesy B.A. High School Athletics

STATE CROSS COUNTRY 
CHAMP: Junior Payton Hin-
kle has repeated as a state 
champion in girls country.  
Hinkle placed first at the Class 
6A girls cross country meet 
on Nov. 4 in Edmond. She fin-
ished with a time of 18:23.64, 
edging Bixby junior Cayden 
Dawson (18:34.34). It marked 
the second straight year Hin-
kle won state as an individual. 

Courtesy B.A. High School Athletics

http://wearestrongerthanms.org
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Courtesy GAVIN LANG, OSU

A catalyst for the rise of Oklaho-
ma State football and a presence 
at every Cowboy home game for 
years, the legendary Boone Pick-
ens is permanently honored with 
the statue unveiled at the stadium 
in November that bears his name.

Sculpted out of bronze by Enid-
based artist Harold Holden, the 
nine-foot-tall statue is located 
immediately west of Boone Pick-
ens Stadium and was unveiled be-
fore OSU’s Nov. 28 game against 
Texas Tech. At that time, Pickens 
became the third person memori-
alized with a statue on the Okla-
homa State campus, joining for-
mer president Henry Bennett and 
OSU’s first African-American stu-
dent, Nancy Randolph Davis.

During the span of his long ca-
reer, Pickens created thousands 
of jobs and made billions of dol-

lars— for others as well as him-
self — and he wasn’t timid about 
spreading it around. “I like making 
money. I like giving it away…. not 
as much as I like making it, but it’s 
a close second,” he often said.

The breadth of his philanthropy 
— which approached $1 billion 
— included health and medical 
research, treatment and services; 
entrepreneurship; kids at risk; ed-
ucation and athletics, with a par-
ticular focus on his alma mater, 
Oklahoma State; corporate health 
and fitness; and conservation and 
wildlife management.

In many ways, Pickens was a 
record-setting philanthropist. His 
$165 million gift to OSU in 2005 
was the single largest gift for ath-
letics in NCAA history, and the $7 
million donation to the American 
Red Cross in 2005 was the largest 
individual contribution in the 150-
year history of that organization. 

His unprecedented giving to OSU 
athletics triggered a renaissance in 
the Cowboy football program and 
was a key factor in its first Big 12 
championship in 2011 and its first 
BCS Bowl win in the Fiesta Bowl 
matchup with Stanford in 2012.

On May 21, 2008, Pickens gave 
$100 million for the endowment 
of major faculty chairs and profes-
sorships at Oklahoma State. The 
OSU School of Geology already 
bears his name from previous gifts 
to OSU.

Over the years, Pickens donated 
close to $600 million to Oklaho-
ma State, split virtually equally 
between athletics and academics. 
Backed by the record donation in 
2005, Pickens and OSU athletic 
director Mike Holder set into mo-
tion the acquisition of land that has 
produced OSU’s sparkling Athlet-
ic Village, which now includes the 
Sherman Smith Training Center, 
the Michael and Anne Greenwood 
Tennis Center, O’Brate Stadium 
and OSU’s track and field facility. 

“We could never thank him 
enough for all that he did for our 
university,” Holder said. “He gave 
us everything he had and all that 
he asked in return was that we play 
by the rules and dream big.”

In 2010, OSU launched its cam-
pus-wide “Branding Success” cam-
paign and T. Boone Pickens again 
led the charge with yet another 
$120 million gift to his alma mater.

A hall-of-famer in both Okla-
homa and Texas, Pickens was a 
world leader on the energy front 
with the launching of the Pick-
ens Plan, a unique private sector 
initiative formed to address the 
economic and national security 
threats posed by America’s reli-
ance on OPEC oil.

“He was just an old country boy 
from Holdenville, Oklahoma, but 
he could think his way around any 
Noble Prize winner,” OSU Presi-
dent Burns Hargis said. “Boone 
was a legend, a change agent, a 
life force that rarely comes along.”
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SPORTS

Field or European Hunt
Private or Corporate

T Diamond Hunts
Pheasant • Quail • Chucker

918-244-0958 • 918-467-4177

Boone Pickens Remembered at OSU

Courtesy Bruce Waterfield, OSU

COWBOY PHILANTHROPIST:  Boone Pickens stands tall imme-
diately west of Boone Pickens Stadium thanks to the sculpture by Enid-
based artist Harold Holden.

Statue Unveiling Held in November

http://www.scogginsroofing.com
http://www.ttownpartysupply.com
http://www.tdiamondhunts.com/
https://oruathletics.com/
http://www.oktagagent.com/barnes/
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GTR 2020 COMPOSITE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE VISITOR HOME

Aug. 28 Southmore 10 BTW 28
 Har-Ber 15 Jenks 31
 Union 0 Bixby 34
 Sante Fe 21 Owasso 48
 Bishop Kelley 28 Poteau 7
 Cascia Hall 42 Victory Christian 20
 Okmulgee 43 Rogers 28
 Lincoln Christian 36 Beggs 8
 Metro Christian 14 Paris 34
Aug. 29 Bentonville West 23 Broken Arrow 50
 Central McLain
Sept. 4 Owasso 31 Fayetteville 17
 Jenks 35 Bixby 42
 Union 7 Broken Arrow 14
 Sapulpa 61 Edison 14
 Dell City 13 BTW 15
 Holland Hall 49 Cascia Hall 0
Sept. 11 Union 0 Jenks 28
 Owasso 32 Broken Arrow 6
 Ponca City 23 McLain 22
 Edison 53 Memorial 8
 Bishop McGuiness 21 Bishop Kelley 35
 Cascia Hall 28 Rejoice 26
 Holland Hall 48 Cassady 6
 Summit Christian 53 Foyil 8
Sept. 12 Missouri State 0 OU 48
Sept. 17 East Central 36 Memorial 14
Sept. 18 BTW 17 Bishop McGuiness 28
 Blanchard 13 Bixby 29
 Lincoln Christian 35 Jones 21
 Victory Christian 14 Vertigris 55
 Metro Christian 7 Holland Hall 42
 Skiatook 60 Hale 7
 Morris 59 Webster 19
 Tulsa NOAH 53 Okmulgee 14
 Barnsdall 30 Summit Christian 34
Sept. 19 Tulsa 7 OSU 16
Sept. 24 East Central Rogers
Sept. 25 Union 14 Owasso 34
 Bartlesville 7 Bixby 74
 Choctaw 26 BTW 22 
 Sapulpa 61 Memorial 14
 Bishop Kelley 17 McAlester 10
 Collinsville 77 Hale 7
 Edison 7 Coweta 56
 Salisaw 18 McLain 12
 Central 8 Vinita 41
 Webster 0 Checotah 53
 Pryor 22 Lincoln Christian 61
 Metro Christian 42 Okmulgee 0
 Victory Christian 55 Morris 6 
 Rejoice Christian 34 Salina 24

DATE VISITOR HOME

Sept. 25 North Rock Creek 0 Tulsa NOAH 68
 Holland Hall 52 Mannford 0
 Cascia Hall 55 Heavener 0
Sept. 26 Kansas State 38 OU 35
 West Virginia 13 OSU 27
 Georgia 37 Arkansas 10
Oct. 2 Owasso 33 Norman North 22
 Bixby 56 Carl Albert 14
 Broken Arrow 30 Jenks 38
 McAlester 57 East Central 14
 BTW 34 Bartlesville 7
 Victory Christian 42 Kiefer 40
 Lincoln Christian 61 Locust Grove 6
 Claremore 33 Memorial 0
 Hale 0 Tahlequah 72
 Tulsa NOAH 21 DasCHE 0
 Poteau 28 McLain 18
 Edison 11 Shawnee 39
 Spiro 20 Cascia Hall 34
 Seminole 58 Webster 12
 Webbers Falls 16 Summit Christian 61
 Holland Hall 55 Central 0
 Kansas 14 Rejoice Christian 52
 Henryetta 0 Metro Christian 45
Oct. 3 OU 30 Iowa State 37
 Tulsa 34 Central Florida 26
 OSU 47 Kansas 7
 Arkansas 21 Mississippi State 14
Oct 8 Jenks 42 Norman 13
 Pryor 72 Hale 8
Oct. 9 Union 66 Mustang 10
 Edmond Memorial 3 Broken Arrow 46
 Edmond North 7 Owasso 34
 Choctaw 13 Bixby 24
 Bishop Kelley 55 Edison 7
 Central 54 Mannford 0
 Westville 0 Lincoln Christian 61
 Haskell 6 Victory Christian 61
 Metro Christian 14 Beggs 6
 Webster 7 Stigler 55
 McLain 6 Fort Gibson 22
 Rejoice Christian 49 Sequoya 56
 Vian 6 Cascia Hall 7
 Tulsa NOAH 49 Pawnee 54
 Memorial 13 Glenpool 33
 Page 0 BTW 49
 Coweta 62 East Central 20
 Shawnee 34 Rogers 8
Oct. 10 Arkansas 28 Auburn 30
 Texas 45 OU 53 (OT)
Oct. 15 Edmond Santa Fe Jenks
 Moore 12 Union 62

DATE VISITOR HOME

Oct. 15 Owasso 43 Southmoore 13
 Broken Arrow 27 Yukon 22
 Bixby 51 Page 20
 Vertigris 56 Central 34
 Sapulpa 64 Hale 0
 Memorial 13 Pryor 48
 Seminole 13 Lincoln Christian 42
 Victory Christian 21 Metro Christian 49
 Keota 42 Summit Christian 69
 Berryhill 7 Holland Hall 31
 BTW 49 Putnam City West 0
 Shawnee 35 East Central 7
 Cascia Hall 35 Panama 7
 Rogers 0 Bishop Kelley 54
 Edison 25 Durant 15
 McLain 6 Broken Bow 38
 Webster 0 Locust Grove 24
Oct. 16 Pawhuska 68 Rejoice Christian 35
Oct. 17 Ole Miss 21 Arkansas 33
Oct. 22 Collinsville 70 Memorial 6
Oct. 23 Tulsa 42 South Florida 13
 Yukon 7 Jenks 38
 Norman North 25 Union 50
 Broken Arrow 28 Edmond Santa Fe 35
 Owasso 43 Mustang 14
 Bishop Kelley 49 East Central 7
 Central 20 Berryhill 62
 Hale 2 Claremore 50
 Stilwell McLain
 Dewey 0 Rejoice Christian 41
 Lighthouse Christian 20 Tulsa NOAH 21
 BTW 34 Ponca City 7
 McAlester 21 Edison 0
 Lincoln Christian 63 Checotah 6
 Durant 34 Rogers 38
 Pocola 8 Cascia Hall 62
Oct. 24 OU 33 TCU 14
 Iowa State 21 OSU 24
Oct. 30 East Carolina 30 Tulsa 34
 Jenks 48 Edmond Memorial 6
 Union 48 Southmoore 7
 Moore 13 Owasso 43
 Norman 7 Broken Arrow 35
 Ponca City 0 Bixby 59
 Webster 0 Lincoln Christian 58
 Henryetta 20 Victory Christian 56
 Metro Christian 47 Kiefer 7
 Rogers 2 Edison 34
 Coweta 42 Bishop Kelley 27
 Glenpool 2 Hale 0 (forfeit)
 Hilldale 43 McLain 14
 Memorial 0 Tahlequah 47

DATE VISITOR HOME

Oct. 30 Inola 30 Central 48
 Vertigris 7 Holland Hall 52
 Rejoice Christian 20 Adair 64
 East Central 32 Durant 49
Oct. 31 OU 62 Texas Tech 28
 Texas 41 OSU 34
 Arkansas 31 Texas A&M 42
Nov. 5 Jenks 49 Westmoore 24
Nov. 6 Putnam City 0 Owasso 28
 BTW 21 Bixby 70
 Broken Arrow 42 Enid 13
 Westville 64 Webster 36
 Lincoln Christian 26 Stigler 7
 Sperry 56 Rejoice Christian 41
 Hale 0 Memorial
 Cascia Hall 34 Keys 21
 Bishop Kelley 31 Shawnee 12
 Inola 0 Holland Hall 56
 Central 64 Jay 36
 Edison 14 East Central 20
 McAlester 47 Rogers 8
 Victory Christian 14 Beggs 46
 Seminole 28 Metro Christian 45
 Putnam City 0 Owasso 28
 McLain 6 Muldrow 41
 OCPHS 14 Tulsa NOAH 56
Nov. 7 Kansas 9 OU 62
 OSU 20 Kansas State 18
 Tennessee 13 Arkansas 24
Nov. 13 Enid 0 Union 55
 Moore 19 Jenks 51
 Putnam City 12 Broken Arrow 44
 Edmond Memorial 0 Owasso 2 (forfeit)
 Lawton 14 BTW 56
 East Central 28 Claremore 36
 Edison 29 Tahlequah 34
 Rogers 26 Pryor 60
 Okmulgee 6 Rejoice Christian 30
 Salina 7 Victory Christian 46
 McLain 28 Bristow 48
Nov. 14 Arkansas 35 Florida 63
 SMU 24 Tulsa 28
Nov. 21 OSU 13 OU 41
 LSU 27 Arkansas 24
 Tulane 24 Tulsa 30 (OT)
Nov. 28 Texas Tech 44 OSU 50
 Oklahoma W.Virginia (postponed)
 Tulsa Houston (postponed)
Dec. 4 Cincinnati Tulsa (cancelled)
Dec. 5 Arkansas 48 Missouri 50
 TU 19 Navy 6
Dec. 12 Alabama Arkansas

Tulsa’s Zaven Collins 
One of Five Finalists for 
Bronko Nagurski Trophy

The University of Tulsa linebacker Zaven 
Collins was named one of five finalists for 

the Bronko Nagurski Trophy, an award hon-
oring college football’s national defensive 
player, the Football Writer’s Association of 
America (FWAA) and the Charlotte Touch-
down Club announced today.

One of the most dynamic linebackers in 
the nation, Collins is the first Tulsa player to 
be named a finalist for the Bronko Nagurski 
Trophy. The other finalists include: Coastal 
Carolina defensive end Tarron Jackson, Iowa 
defensive tackle Daviyon Nixon, Notre Dame 
linebacker Jeremiah Owusu-Kormoah and 
Alabama cornerback Patrick Surtain II.

A 6’4” junior from Hominy, Okla., Collins 
has totaled 51 tackles, 11.5 TFLs for -49 yards, 
4 sacks for -25 yards, 4 interceptions, 2 TDs 
off INTs, one forced fumble and one fumble 
recovery, as well as one safety. Two of his in-
terceptions were game-clinchers, including a 
pickoff against No. 19 SMU that ended any 
possible final scoring drive for the Mustangs 
and his pick-6 in overtime against Tulane that 
he took 96 yards for the game-winning score.

Collins was named the Bronko Nagurski 
National Defensive Player of the Week after 
his performance in Tulsa’s comeback win 

over SMU. He totaled 6 tackles, 2 TFLs for 
-10 yards, one sack for -9 yards and one QB 
hurry to go along with his game-sealing in-
terception.

Collins has also earned National Defensive 
Player of the Week honors once each from the 
Chuck Bednarik Award and the Walter Camp 
Foundation. He has been named the Ameri-
can Athletic Conference Defensive Player of 
the Week four times this season.

The FWAA has chosen a National Defen-
sive Player of the Year since 1993. In 1995, 
the FWAA named the award in honor of the 
legendary two-way player from the Universi-
ty of Minnesota. Nagurski dominated college 
football then became a star for professional 
football’s Chicago Bears in the 1930s. Broni-
slaw “Bronko” Nagurski is a charter member 
of both the College Football and Pro Football 
Halls of Fame.

The Bronko Nagurski Trophy is a member 
of the National College Football Awards 
Association (NCFAA), which encompasses 
the most prestigious awards in college foot-
ball. Founded in 1997, the NCFAA and its 25 
awards now boast over 800 recipients, dating 
to 1935. Visit ncfaa.organd @NCFAA on 
Twitter to learn more about the association.

http://www.goldenhurricaneclub.com
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DINING OUT IN GREATER TULSA
Casa Tequila Provides Quality, Authentic Mexican Fare

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

The building at 5001 S. Har-
vard Ave., in Midtown Tulsa, 
has been a popular Mexican 
restaurant spot for many years. 
While a name change from El 
Tequila to Casa Tequila and 
some interior aesthetic changes 
took place recently, that is the 
extent of the noticeable chang-
es.

Choosing to dine on a Sunday 
evening, even in the midst of 
the Coronavirus, it was clear 
that the restaurant’s popularity, 
regardless of a name change, is 
holding strong. 

With no outdoor seating 
choices, my party chose to sit 
apart from the crowded dining 
room in the small, somewhat 
secluded bar area, a small space 
that juts off from the main din-
ing room. We appreciated that 
all serving staff were wearing 
masks.

I chose to start with a Top 
Shelf Margarita on the rocks. 
The easy flavor and generous 
pour by our bartender made 

it a pleasurable drink to nurse 
while waiting for our food.

The menu offers a wide se-
lection of meat and vegetable 
choices: chicken, shrimp, steak 
and fish, as well as entrees, 
burritos, fajitas, tacos, all tradi-
tional Mexican fare.

Our party chose the Combo 
Fajitas of chicken and steak. 
The dish comes with the tradi-
tional sides of beans and rice, 
sour cream, guacamole, pico 
de gallo, and tortillas. The 
steak and chicken were both 
tender; although, there were 
a few pieces of steak grizzle. 
The fajitas were a generous 
size - more than enough to take 
home for leftovers or for two to 
share.

A nice offering for those who 
love fajitas but are looking for 
a meatless option, Vegetable 
Fajitas are available - a mix of 
mushrooms, onions, cauliflow-
er and bell peppers.

The Filete de Pescado entree 
features three large white fish 
filets - grilled or breaded - cov-
ered with veggies and cheese 
plus a side of beans and rice. 
The cheese can be requested 
on the side. This dish offers 
a healthy dining-out choice, 
though, with the fish having 
such a mild flavor, it was slight-

ly bland; adding the queso and 
some salt and pepper helped 
with that.

Casa Tequila offers a reason-
ably priced authentic Mexican 
experience in a pleasing envi-
ronment. Add to that its excel-
lent food quality and generous 
portions, it’s no wonder that 
this restaurant and the fami-
ly that owns it has maintained 
a long and successful history 
in the local restaurant scene. I 
also appreciate being remind-
ed of the authenticity of the 
restaurant staff and owners, 
with Spanish being spoken by 
the majority of the waitstaff.

Currently, there are two Casa 
Tequila restaurants in Great-
er Tulsa. The second location 
opened in Broken Arrow in 
September at 1311 Hillside Dr.

The Midtown location fea-
tures an elegant but subdued 
dining area, including a blue 
chandelier and the bar set off 
privately in the corner, in com-
parison to its Broken Arrow lo-
cation, which features a much 
more open, grand dining room 
with high ceilings and a large, 
round bar that sits near the back 
of the dining room.

To view the menu or find 
more information, visit casate-
quila.com.

B.A. Casa Tequila Opened in September
Casa Tequila Mexican Kitch-

en, part of a locally and His-
panic-owned restaurant chain of 
Mexican food restaurants, open 
its doors in September and held 
its official ribbon cutting cere-
mony on the start of Hispanic 
Heritage Month Sept. 15. Bro-
ken Arrow Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as City of Broken 
Arrow representatives have ex-
pressed their excitement at the 
prospect of their local business 
economy continuing to make 
progress despite the Covind-19 
Pandemic. 

Casa Tequila Mexican Kitchen 
is well known its Harvard loca-
tion in Tulsa for its margaritas, 
amazing service and superi-
or Mexican food. Aside from 
the Casa Tequila restaurants in 
Tulsa and Broken Arrow, the 

locally owned company owns 
Mr. Mambo Mexican Grill in 
Broken Arrow. During the Pan-
demic, the company has made 
strenuous efforts to take health 
precautions, which they plan to 
continue doing at their new lo-
cation.

“We’ve seen firsthand the im-
pact that the pandemic has had 
on our local economy and we 
are pleased to see the growth 
in the community. Casa Tequila 
has invested in BA by beautiful-
ly renovating and transforming 
their building.  We look forward 
to seeing their business thrive 
and will be here in any capacity 
we can to assist them,” said Lori 
Lewis, Membership and Com-
munity Development Director, 
with the Broken Arrow Cham-
ber of Commerce.

“We are excited that the His-
panic business community con-
tinues to grow and expand, even 
during these difficult times.” 
Said Francisco J. Trevino, 
spokesperson for the restaurant 
chain. “Casa Tequila will em-
ploy around 30 people, once we 
normalize from COVID-19, but 
for now, we will start with about 
18 to 20 people which makes up 
over 100 people between all 
three of their restaurants.”

The Ribbon Cutting ceremo-
ny and small reception which 
followed, was led by City of 
Broken Arrow and Broken Ar-
row Chamber of Commerce of-
ficials, who presented a special 
proclamation for their economic 
contribution.  The Broken Ar-
row Casa Tequila is located at 
1311 E. Hillside Dr.

Mexican Restaurant Now Offers
Locations in Tulsa and Broken Arrow

LOCAL DINING

GTR Media Group photo

TULSA LOCATION:  The Tulsa Casa Tequila is located at 5001 S. Harvard Ave.

GTR Media Group photo

BROKEN ARROW LOCATION RIBBON CUTTING: The one with the 
cutter is Patty Aguirre of Casa Tequila in Broken Arrow gets ready to cut the 
ribbon for the Broken Arrow location with her and her husband Carlos Aguirre 
and their daughters.  To Patty Aquirre’s left in the photo is Broken Arrow Mayor 
Craig Thurmond.   

GTR Media Group photo

HAPPY DINERS:  Guests at the Tulsa Casa Tequila have a great time while 
enjoying the Mexican cuisine.

BLAKE AUSTYN for GTR Media Group

FAJITAS:  The combo fajitas is plenty for two to share and pair nicely with the 
Top Shelf Margarita.

http://www.anchorpaint.com
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In 1972, I was newly licensed by 
the State of Oklaho-
ma, which meant I 
could call myself 
an architect (a 
legal term). My 
architectural firm 
employer assigned 
me the completion 
of the Chamber of 
Commerce Brief-
ing Room in the 
lower level of the 
Chamber Building 
at 616 S. Boston 
Avenue. This was 
a 1970s high tech 
room with full 
wall concealed 
rear screen projec-
tion, sound proof-
ing, and every 
AV item current 
technology could 
provide. The room 
was to be used for 
selling Tulsa to out of state compa-
nies interested in locating here.

The Chamber staff was headed by 
Clyde Cole and included Marvin 
Winn, manager of economic de-
velopment, and Larry Silvey, com-
munications manager. Along with 
these experienced veterans was a 
young female MBA research man-
ager who happened to by my wife, 
Cookie, of two years at that time. It 
was an exciting, hectic time for my 
wife and for me.

My memories of these chamber 
offices 48 years later included im-
ages of a rather dated space with 

numerous large photo murals of 
scenes of Tulsa 
in heavy stained 
wood frames. In 
the main hallway 
was a large bronze 
plaque listing all 
of the founders of 
the Tulsa Cham-
ber of Commerce. 
Among them was 
my grandfather, 
C.C. Cole.

The Chamber of 
Commerce Build-
ing was designed 
by architect Jo-
seph Koberling in 
1951. The Cham-
ber outgrew its 
offices in the 1927 
Tulsa Club Build-
ing. It had taken 
the end of the great 
depression of the 
1930s, World War 

II of the 1940s and the economic 
resurgence of the post war years of 
the late 1940s to create a demand 
for a new Chamber facility. The 
building was originally planned to 
be two stories but when fund rais-
ing reached $1.6 million, the plan 
was revised to include a six-story 
building with a full basement. The 
Chamber occupied the lower floors 
and basement while the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, needing larger 
quarters, took over the upper floors.

Joe Koberling used buff-col-
ored brick on the exterior with a 
rich brown granite surround at the 

main entrance on Boston (well 
off-center towards the north side 
of the building). Strong horizontal 
window fenestration (with alumi-
num trim) for the top two floors 
reflect a mid-century modern look. 
A special feature of the main east 
façade is a 55-foot long bas-relief 
limestone frieze designed by local 
artist Laurence Tenney Stevens. 
This work is an Art Deco collage 
of Oklahoma history depicting lo-

cal wildlife, Native Americans, pi-
oneers, oil field workers, and other 
laborers.

The Corps of Engineers moved in 
1965 and the building sold to pri-
vate interests in 1970. In 2003, the 
Chamber moved to larger offices at 
Third Street and Boulder Avenue. 
Readers can track the history of 
the Chamber by its name chang-
es: Commercial Club, early 1900s; 
Tulsa Chamber of Commerce, 

1915; Metropolitan Tulsa Chamber 
of Commerce, 1969;  Tulsa Metro 
Chamber, 2000; and finally Tulsa 
Regional Chamber, 2012. But to-
day the Boston Avenue Chamber 
of Commerce Building remains 
as a reminder and a key element 
in Tulsa’s growth and history and 
houses various entities, including 
Equity Insurance Company and the 
administrative offices of the Rotary 
Club of Tulsa. 
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

SCARING AWAY HUNGER:  Iron Gate Development Director Ashli Sims, left, with 
supporters of Tulsa’s largest stand-alone soup kitchen and grocery pantry, were working 
during Halloween to raise funds to enhance the organization’s mission to feed the hungry 
and homeless of Tulsa.  Iron Gate asked Tulsans to skip the candy and bring the canned 
goods this Halloween. 

BLUE STAR MOTHERS:  Tulsa’s Blue Star Mothers proudly marched during this 
year’s Veterans Day Parade in downtown Tulsa.  Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc., is 
a private nonprofit organization in the United States that provides support for mothers 
who have sons or daughters in active service in the U.S. Armed Forces. It was originally 
formed during World War II.
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Early Tulsa Chamber of Commerce Building Profiled
Building Designed by

Architect Joe Koberling

Built in 1951, the
Chamber Moved in 2003

ART DECO COLLAGE:  This close-up shows part of the 55-foot long Bas-relief, designed by local artist 
Laurence Tenney Stevens on the front of the building.  This work is an Art Deco collage of Oklahoma history 
depicting local wildlife, Native Americans, pioneers, oil field workers, and other laborers.

GTR Media Group photos

HISTORIC HEADQUARTERS:  The building at 616 S. Boston Ave., built in 1951 and designed by Architect 
Joe Koberling, was the home of the Tulsa Chamber of Commerce until 2003. The Chamber is now known as 
the Tulsa Regional Chamber. 

http://www.dandiguaranty.com
http://www.pawprintsltd.com
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THE ECONOMY

tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity

Broken Arrow-Based CymSTAR Announces
Additional Positions for Expanded Operations

By BOB LEWIS 
Contributing Editor 

 
Northeast Oklahoma received an 

early Christmas present with Bro-
ken Arrow-based CymSTAR LLC 
announcing it is adding 80-plus 
new aerospace jobs over the next 
three years. 

This bit of good news was pre-
sented by the aerospace company 
at a Broken Arrow Economic De-
velopment Corporation (BAEDC) 
- hosted media event on Nov. 23.  

President and CEO Dan Marti-
cello, who assumed his position in 
2018 after retiring as a colonial in 
the United States Air Force with 
more than 26 years of service, said 
CymSTAR has recently been 
awarded multiple training system 
contracts in support of C-5M, E-4B 
and A-10 aircraft weapon systems. 
With them comes the need for the 
new positions.  

He said the immediate priority is 
to add 7-10 software and electrical 
engineers, in both entry level and 
senior grades. Pay scales range 
from $60,000 to $110,000 a year. 

Headquartered in Broken Arrow 
with production facilities in Tulsa, 
CymSTAR specializes in the engi-
neering design, manufacture, de-
livery and certification of new and 
upgraded training devices for the 

U.S. armed forces. According to 
its website, the firm is a HUBZone 
certified and Service-Disabled Vet-
eran-Owned Small Business estab-
lished in 2003.  

Sister company CymSTAR Ser-
vices LLC is a SDVOSB estab-
lished in 2007 to provide a wide 
range of training systems manage-
ment and support services to the 
military. CymSTAR LLC provides 
engineering reach-back and surge 
capability support. The two opera-
tions share the same management, 
finances, accounting, human re-
sources, and internal processes. 

BA Economic Development Cor-
poration Vice President Darla Hell-
er noted, “The trying times now be-
ing faced make this announcement 
even more important for Broken 
Arrow and our region. We are ex-
cited to assist CymSTAR in iden-
tifying the necessary talent to con-
tinue the upward trajectory of this 
company and our community.”  

The role of the BAEDC is to 
connect businesses and organiza-
tions with guides and resources for 
success. Partnerships with local 
organizations and businesses have 
resulted in thousands of new jobs, 
capital investments that have ex-
panded and improved the commu-
nity’s business climate, she said. 

According to the State Cham-

ber of Oklahoma, the aerospace 
industry has more than 120,000 
employees statewide putting Okla-
homa in the top 20 in the country. 
It accounts for $27 billion a year in 
sales and an additional $19 billion 
annually in exports and ranks just 
below petroleum in terms of eco-
nomic impact in the state.

About Daniel Marticello:  Dan-
iel Marticello, the President and 
CEO of CymSTAR LLC, served 

more than 26 years in the U.S. Air 
Force and retired in the grade of 
colonel in 2018.  Prior to his retire-
ment, he served as the Air Force’s 
Program Manager for the new $39 
billion Air Force One (VC-25B) 
procurement and modification pro-
gram.  Prior to his final assignment, 
Marticelllo led the Air Force Mate-
rial Command’s Simulators Divi-
sion for three years where he led a 
team of 430 personnel executing a 

$1.9 billion budget across 52 train-
ing system programs.

Marticello is a graduate of the 
US Air Force Academy, the US 
Air Force Test Pilot School and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology.  He served in Afghanistan 
as part of the NATO Training Mis-
sion-Afghanistan (NTM-A).  His 
military decorations include the Le-
gion of Merit (1st Oak Leaf Clus-
ter) and the Bronze Star. 

Company to Add More Than
80 Aerospace Positions

Over the Next Three Years

GTR Media Group photo

PRESIDENTIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:  Daniel Marticello, president and CEO of CymSTAR LLC, addresses 
his firm’s plans for the future at a news conference in Broken Arrow Nov. 23.  Also participating in the event 
are, from left, Mike Neal, president and CEO, Tulsa Regional Chamber; Sean Kouplan, Oklahoma secretary of 
commerce and workforce development; and Craig Thurmond, the mayor of Broken Arrow.  Also on the agenda 
but not pictured was Darla Heller, vice president of economic development for the Broken Arrow Economic 
Development Corporation.
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When it comes to your to-do 
list, put your future first.

To find out how to get your financial 
goals on track, contact your Edward 
Jones financial advisor today.

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Dewayne Willis 
Financial Advisor

2123 S Atlanta Pl Suite 
201 
Tulsa, OK 74114 
918-745-0260

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.tulsachamber.com


Tulsa-based 36 Degrees North 
(36°N) is receiving $1.25 million 
in COVID-19 Relief funding from 
the City of Tulsa to transform the 
vacant fifth floor of City Hall into 
a state-certified business incuba-
tor. The incubator will strengthen 
Tulsa’s economy as it recovers 
from the COVID-19 pandemic by 
growing new businesses that di-
versify the economic portfolio and 
create a more resilient community. 
36 Degrees North is Tulsa’s ba-
secamp for entrepreneurs, inno-
vators and startups, providing the 
high-quality workspace, helpful 
resources and diverse community 
needed to build growing compa-
nies and drive economic impact in 
Tulsa. 

The funds secured from the 
COVID-19 Relief funding will 
go directly towards outfitting a 
new high-growth, state-certified 

incubation facility. 36°N current-
ly has two locations in the Tul-
sa Arts District that facilitate its 
700-plus members in a combined 
20,000 square feet of space. The 
third location in City Hall will be 
designated exclusively for high-
growth, tech-enabled companies 
enrolled in their incubation pro-
gram.

2020 has truly been a year of un-
certainty and challenges, to say the 
least. This column is being written 
on November 23, 2020. 

As of this writing, the U.S. pres-
idential electoral election has not 
been certified. The two U.S. Senate 
races in Georgia are still ahead of 
us. The future of regulations, exec-
utive orders, tax issues, fiscal and 
monetary policies, international 
trade issues, COVID-19 vaccina-
tion outcomes, demand and supply 
of energy, and private/public edu-
cation challenges are some of the 
numerous issues before us. 

Energy education is needed more 
than ever. Nothing moves without 
energy. We need to work together 
to provide energy efficiency and 
environmental preservation. The 
oil and gas industry is strongly 
needed for necessary energy usage 
and petrochemical products.

As stated in my book, America 
Needs America’s Energy: Creating 
Together the People’s Energy Plan, 
“Future generations are depending 
on us to keep the American dream 
alive. For too long we in America 
have been wasting time blaming 

the energy industry or the govern-
ment for failure to adopt a national 
energy strategy, when we should 
be responsi-
ble for creat-
ing the plan. 
As consumers 
of energy, we 
must drive the 
process, eval-
uating how we 
can best lever-
age our natural 
resources here 
at home to en-
sure long-term 
energy indepen-
dence and secu-
rity. American 
citizens must 
take individual 
responsibility 
for the state of 
this great nation, 
striving to pro-
tect the land we 
call home.”

The 24th Annual/Anniversary of 
IEPC (Energy Policy Conference)  
Roundtable/Summit was held Aug. 
11, 2016, at the Renaissance Hotel 
in Tulsa. The roundtable was host-
ed by IEPC, The Energy Advocates 
and the Master of Energy Program, 
University of Tulsa.

Roundtable participants includ-
ed representatives of state and 
federal government, chamber of 
commerce, public relations firm, 
concerned citizens, various areas 
of the energy sector, professors, 
think-tanks, energy management 
students from across the U.S., and 
the media.

Several issues were discussed re-
garding energy issues and views. 
Since that time, we have seen con-
tinued dialogue regarding the ev-
er-changing landscape of energy 
and other economic areas of inter-
est. The energy sector will need to 
form alliances with other economic 

sectors in 2021 and beyond. For 
example, one company, IngenuitE, 
is looking at ways to assist energy 

companies and 
businesses en-
tering and main-
taining digital 
transformation. 
They are able 
to provide con-
sulting to energy 
companies and 
businesses. 

Former Presi-
dent Eisenhower 
was the founder 
in 1956 of PTPI 
(People to Peo-
ple Internation-
al). His great 
grandson, Mer-
rill Eisenhower 
Atwater, is the 
current CEO of 
PTPI. He stat-
ed at an event 
at the Universi-

ty of Central Oklahoma, “We can 
all make a difference and together 
work toward solutions.” Energy is 
the future of America, and America 
Needs America’s Energy.

U.S. energy security is vital. It is 
important that we have the proper 
infrastructure maintained and de-
veloped. 

There are many countries and 
regions of the world that we have 
added to our watchlist for 2021, in-
cluding: China and the Philippines, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, and Syr-
ia and Iran. Of course, PR China, 
Russia, India and OPEC continue 
to be on the watchlist. 

America needs America’s energy 
now, more than ever! Join our ef-
fort by visiting Facebook: National 
Energy Talk.

Mark A. Stansberry, chairman of 
the GTD Group, is an Award Win-
ning Author and Energy Advocate.  
Facebook: National Energy Talk.
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Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other 
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

TRUCK for SALE 
2020 Chevy 1500 Silverado
Quad Cab, 2 wheel drive, 

Running boards
1,977 miles

Asking $32,000
Call 918-617-7711 or 

918-617-2211

AAON Receives Sustainable Tulsa Bellmon Award
Tulsa-based AAON, Inc., a lead-

ing manufacturer of heating and 
cooling products, has received the 
2020 Henry Bellmon Award in 
the Large Business category, from 
Sustainable Tulsa. The Bellmon 
nominees were selected from the 
top-ranking Scor3card verified or-
ganizations during the 2019-2020 
year. Winners were then chosen 
from the nomination list by the 
Henry Bellmon family and mem-
bers of the Henry Bellmon Judges 
Panel based on the number of ver-
ified items and quality of answers 
within the Scor3card sustainabili-
ty assessment and a tracking tool. 
AAON achieved Platinum level, 
the highest attainment level, in the 
2020 Sustainable Tulsa Scor3card 
verification program.

“AAON is honored to receive 
a 2020 Henry Bellmon Award in 

recognition of our sustainability ef-
forts. AAON designs and manufac-
tures HVAC equipment with energy 
efficiency in mind, with premium 
features and options available for 
sustainable building applications. 
In addition to our high standard of 
product performance is a commit-
ment to sustainability for our em-
ployees, our shareholders and our 
customers,” said Gary Fields, Pres-
ident and CEO of AAON.

About Sustainable Tulsa:  Sus-
tainable Tulsa provides education, 
tools, and resources to inform and 
engage businesses and individuals 
in the three areas of sustainability: 
social responsibility, economic vi-
tality, and environmental steward-
ship — people, profit, planet. Sus-
tainable Tulsa launched Scor3card 
in 2016 as an online sustainability 
tracking and assessment tool for 

organizations to track and improve 
their sustainability efforts. This 
holistic approach to sustainabili-
ty allows organizations to engage 
their employees, bolster their eco-
nomic growth, and become better 
environmental stewards. In 2010, 
Sustainable Tulsa and Southside 
Rotary of Tulsa collaborated to 
form the Henry Bellmon Awards, 
named after one of Oklahoma’s 
most respected statesmen and an 
early champion of sustainability in 
Oklahoma. In 2018, Southside Ro-
tary of Tulsa graciously passed the 
baton in order for Sustainable Tul-
sa to continue the awards through 
their Scor3card program.

About AAON:  AAON is en-
gaged in the engineering, man-
ufacturing, marketing, and sale 
of air conditioning and heating 
equipment consisting of standard, 

semi-custom, and custom rooftop 
units, chillers, packaged outdoor 
mechanical rooms, air handling 
units, condensing units, makeup 
air units, energy recovery units, 
geothermal/water-source heat 
pumps, coils, and controls. Since 
the founding of AAON in 1988, 

AAON has maintained a commit-
ment to design, develop, manufac-
ture and deliver heating and cool-
ing products to perform beyond all 
expectations and demonstrate the 
value of AAON to our customers. 
For more information, visit www.
AAON.com.

Courtesy Stephanie Cameron

AWARD WINNER:  AAON President and CEO Gary Fields receives the 
Sustainable Tulsa Henry Bellmon award in the large business category.

America’s Energy: 2021 and Beyond

36 Degrees North
Secures Relief Funds

Courtesy photo

AIRBORN AGAIN:  American Airlines is again flying the Boeing 
737 MAX now that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has 
recertified the aircraft. American has put in place rigorous process-
es to ensure that every plane in the air is safe.  The company notes 
that and the pilots, flight attendants, team members and customers 
are confident in the return of the 737 MAX, with safety being the 
number one priority.

http://www.cajuned.com
https://northpointwealth.com/
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Autos WAnted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!All 
Makes/Models 2002-2019! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Top$$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We 
Are Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-
2330

Business opportunities

$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERY-
DAY? Legal, Ethical, Exciting & Fun, 
No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc Web-
site Reveals All www.stressfreecash-
now.comThen Call Hotline 1-800-243-
2142 

educAtion

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA 
approved hands on Aviation mechan-
ic training. Financial Aid for qualified 
students - Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

Train online to do medical billing! Be-
come a Medical Office Professional at 
CTI! Get trained & certified to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Computer & IT training program! Train 
to become Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional! Grants & scholarships for 
qualified applicants on certain programs. 
888-449-1713 (M-F 8-6 ET)

educAtion

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help 
fast, 24/7! At home & on the go. Mobile 
Pendant w/GPS. Free first aid kit with sub-
scription.  877-537-8817 free brochure.

FinAnciAl

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State 
in back taxes? Get tax relief now! We’ll 
fight for you! (800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% 
of Federal Student Loans. Call today 
to claim your benefits before Congress 
makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

HeAltH & Fitness 

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanola

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. Covers 350procedures. 
Real insurance - not a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258 

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one 
FREE! High-quality rechargeable Nano 
hearing aids priced 90% less than com-
petitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money 
back guarantee! 855-619-0190

HeAltH & Fitness

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or 
Mesothelioma? Exposed to Asbestos 
Pre-1980 at Work or Navy? You May Be 
Entitled to a Significant Cash Award! 
Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us fight for you! Our 
network has recovered millions for cli-
ents! Call today for a FREE consultation! 
1-888-409-1261

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Covers 350 proce-
dures. Real insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-888-
623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 
#6258

MiscellAneous
 
Life Alert. One press of a button sends 
help fast, 24/7! At home & on the go. 
Mobile Pendant w/GPS. Free first aid kit 
with subscription.  877-537-8817 free 
brochure.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. 
Call 877-929-9587

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for [350+] procedures. Real 
dental insurance -NOT just a discount 
plan. [Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-877-308-2834 www.den-
tal50plus.com/cadnet #6258 

Two great new offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iP-
hone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One. 
While supplies last! CALL1-866-565-
8452 or www.freephonesnow.com//cad-
net

!! OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. TOP DOLLARPAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Stay in your home longer with an Amer-
ican Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 
or visit www.walkintubquote.com/na-
tional

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data 
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Cross country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long-distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/
month. Select All-Included DIRECTV - 
Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Select 
All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand. 
FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premi-
um movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! 
Call 1-855-781-1565 

MiscellAneous

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get 
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-
378-1182 Monday through Friday 7AM-
5PM PST

Package. 155 Channels. 1000sof Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
Freeform 3 mos.! Call 1-855-781-1565

BOOT STRAPS & BRA STRAPS Book 
On Amazon & Audible. Need to start 
over this year? FREE REBOOT GIFTS: 
www.SheilaMac.com

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for $100 Gift 
Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some 
restrictions apply)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Con-
dition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Nation-
wide Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-
864-5960.

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly in-
visible! 45-day money back guarantee! 
1-833-669-5806
 
Boy Scout compensation fund - Any-
one inappropriately touched by a Scout 
leader deserves justice & compensation! 
Victims may be eligible for significant 
cash settlement. Time is limited. 833-
729-0164
 
Generac generators. Weather is increas-
ingly unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. Free 7-yr ext warran-
ty. Schedule free in-home assessment 
1-844-334-8353. Special financing if 
qualified.

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery 
storage system. Save money, reduce reli-
ance on grid, prepare for outages & pow-
er your home. Full installation services. 
$0 down financing option. Request free 
no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Covers 350 proce-
dures. Real insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-888-
623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 
#6258

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeaF-
ilter, most advanced debris-blocking pro-
tection. Schedule free estimate. 15% off 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-447-6780 Special 
financing for qualified customers.

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your home. 
Full installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-866-586-7248 
 
Protect your home w/home security 
monitored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/
mo. Get free equipment bundle including 
keypad, motion sensor, wireless door & 
windows sensors.1-833-719-1073

MiscellAneous

Moving out of state within 30-60 days? 
Moving APT offers price match guarantee 
& risk-free reservations. Carriers licensed 
& bonded. Free quote 1-877-859-1908. 
Carriers are all licensed and bonded. Free 
quote! Call 1-877-859-1908

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask 
how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc re-
strictions apply. 1-888-796-8850
 
Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 
Channels. Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

Dish TV $59.99 190 channels + $14.95 
high speed internet.   Free Install, smart 
HD DVR & voice remote. Restrictions 
apply. 1-833-872-2545.
 
New authors wanted! Page Publishing 
will help self-publish your book. free 
author submission kit! Limited offer! 
1-866-951-7214

Thinking about installing a new shower? 
American Standard makes it easy. Free 
design consult.1-888-674-3005 today to 
see how to save $1,000 on installation or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display
 
Attention homeowners! You can protect 
your appliances & systems. For just a 
little more than a $1.00/day. Call now 
for 1st month free, $75.00 /off 1st year. 
1-855-514-1183

Wesley Financial Group, LLC timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt & fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free info package & learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consult. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 1-844-909-3339

Thinking about installing a new shower? 
American Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your shower 
again! Call 1-855-337-8855 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, 
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/cadnet

HughesNet Satellite Internet – Finally, 
no hard data limits! Call Today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! $75 
gift card, terms apply. 1-844-863-4478

Boy Scout compensation fund - Any-
one inappropriately touched by a Scout 
leader deserves justice & compensation! 
Victims may be eligible for significant 
cash settlement. Time is limited. 1-833-
729-0164

DIRECTTV- - Every live football game, 
every Sunday - anywhere - on your favor-
ite device. Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-855-781-1565

WAnted to Buy 

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the val-
ue of their service or product is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other materials designed to help 
their clients establish mail order selling and other business-
es at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any 
money in advance or give the client your checking, license 
ID, or credit card numbers. Also  beware of ads that claim to 
guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only over the phone it is ille-
gal to request any money before delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada. 

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TVEARS  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Call 1-918-927-3823

Put on your TV•Ears®

and hear TV with unmatched clarity

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95

NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST
  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

1-918-900-0193 MKT-P0108
© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 
All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to re� ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. The INOGEN 
ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide unparalleled freedom 
for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary and 
portable use, during the day and at night, and can go virtually anywhere — even 
on most airlines.  Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

http://www.anagotulsa.com
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTESTulsa Public Schools
Recruiting Team Members 
For Transportation,
Child Nutrition and 
Custodial Services
Tulsa Public Schools is re-

cruiting team members for criti-
cal operations team positions in 
transportation, child nutrition, 
and custodial services. The dis-
trict is encouraging all interest-
ed community members to fill 
out the interest form at www.
tulsaschools.org/hiring. 

Eligible applicants for bus 
driver, child nutrition, and 
custodial positions must hold 
a minimum high school diplo-
ma or GED equivalent. Tulsa 
Public Schools offers flexible 
schedules, on-the-job training, 
and competitive health bene-
fits including vision and dental. 
Successful applicants for bus 
driver positions have the op-
portunity to earn a Commercial 
Driver’s License (CDL) while 
they work; a CDL is not re-
quired to apply.

“Our support professionals 
are the backbone of our dis-
trict,” said Jorge Robles, chief 
operations officer. “Even in dis-
tance learning, we are in need 
of bus drivers, custodians, and 
cafeteria assistants, managers, 
and cooks. If you’re looking for 
flexible hours and incredible 
colleagues, we welcome you to 
join Team Tulsa!”

Interested community mem-
bers can visit www.tulsa-
schools.org/hiring to fill out the 
district’s interest form. All po-

tential employees are required 
to pass fingerprint and back-
ground checks as well as drug 
screening before starting work 
with Tulsa Public Schools.

Tulsa Public Schools has 
COVID-19 safety protocols in 
place at all school buildings 
and district sites. The district’s 
practices include a self-admin-
istered health questionnaire, 
temperature screening for all 
adults, and requiring face cov-
erings in all common areas and/
or when in the presence of oth-
er people. 

Tulsa Public Schools provides 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) free of charge to all em-
ployees if needed. In addition 
to the district’s efforts to man-
age and monitor positive cases 
and exposures, Tulsa Public 
Schools is working closely with 
the Tulsa Health Department to 
launch a pilot COVID-19 rapid 
testing program this month for 
staff. 

By leveraging rapid testing 
the district will be able to pre-
emptively identify possible ex-
posures and take action, reduce 
infection rates, keep educators 
in the classroom, and guide the 
district’s decisions to manage 
in-person instruction in the 
healthiest and safest way pos-
sible. Visit www.tulsaschools.
org/safety to learn more.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide
866-269-1033

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/tulsa

 

Become a Published Author 
with Dorrance.  

We want to read your book!

 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up of  
writers, just like you. We are 

dedicated to making publishing 
dreams come true. Trusted by  
authors for nearly 100 years,  

Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.

Mayor Bynum Adds Key 
Positions to Administration in
Preparation for Second Term

Mayor G.T. Bynum has an-
nounced that Kathryn Junk and 
Anna America have joined the 
Mayor’s Office in key roles to help 
serve the residents of Tulsa. Junk 
began serving as the Chief of Staff 
to Mayor Bynum beginning Nov. 
16 and America is serving as the 
Chief of Culture and Recreation. 

Junk is responsible for providing 
strategy and project management 
for Mayor Bynum’s Office, which 
includes guiding the comprehen-
sive strategic direction of the City 
of Tulsa. 

Jack Blair, who served as Chief 
of Staff for the past four years in 
the Bynum Administration, is now 
serving as the Chief Operating 
Officer. Amy Brown is Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer and Deputy 
Mayor.

“As we strive to make Tul-
sa a place of opportunity for all 
Tulsans, I can’t think of a better 
person than Kathryn to serve the 
city in this capacity,” Mayor By-
num said. “She will be critical in 
harnessing the full talent of our 
extraordinary team of public ser-
vants at the City of Tulsa as we 
move this city forward during the 
next four years.”

“Mayor Bynum has assembled a 
tremendous team and I’m honored 
to join them,” Junk said. “I look 
forward to working with Tulsans 
and departmental leadership as we 
advance programs that grow Tulsa 
and unite our community.”

Prior to joining the City of Tul-
sa, Junk held various roles at a 
Tulsa-based pipe distributor and 
from 2007 to 2010, worked for 
U.S. Senator Jim Inhofe in both a 
press and policy capacity. Junk is a 
Tulsa native and holds a Master of 
Business Administration from the 
University of Tulsa and a Bache-
lor of Arts in Journalism from the 
University of Oklahoma.

As the new Chief of Culture and 
Recreation, America will remain 
the City’s Park and Recreation Di-
rector, but will also be responsible 
for the coordination and collabo-
ration between the various culture 
and recreation partnerships the 
City of Tulsa has with the BOK 
Center, Cox Convention Center, 
Gilcrease Museum, Greenwood 
Cultural Center, Performing Arts 
Center and River Parks.  

“Anna is a gifted public servant 
and I am thankful for the knowl-
edge and leadership she will 
bring to this new role as so many 
transformative projects are on 
the horizon,” Bynum said. “With 
the construction of the Arkansas 
River Pedestrian Bridge, the cre-
ation of the Tulsa Parks and River 
Parks-Turkey Mountain Master 
Plans and the start of one of the 
largest Vision Tulsa projects, the 
Gilcrease Museum Renovations, it 
is important to have such a trusted 
Tulsan to help the City carry out 
these many projects.”

“I already got to have the most 
‘fun’ job in the city with parks and 
recreation,” America said. “It will 
be great to expand that to work 
on even more of the most fun and 
enriching things in Tulsa - our in-
credible public culture and arts en-
tities. But it’s more than just fun 
and games – having vibrant cul-
ture and recreation opportunities is 
an essential part of making Tulsa 
a livable and healthy world-class 
city, and I am excited to be able to 
be part of that work.” 

America has served as Tulsa Park 
and Recreation Director since Aug. 
2018. Prior to her Tulsa Parks role, 
she served as the District 7 Tul-
sa City Councilor for four years 
while serving as the Chair for the 
City Council for a year. During her 
time as councilor and during her 
entire career, she has been a strong 
advocate for Tulsa’s park system 
and building a better life for chil-
dren. America holds a Bachelor of 

Arts in Communications from the 
University of Tulsa and is a grad-
uate of Leadership Oklahoma and 
Leadership Tulsa.

Bynum also announced Ashely 
Philippsen, who previously served 
as the Deputy Chief of Commu-
nity Development and Policy will 
continue her work as the Depu-
ty Chief for Inclusive Economic 
Growth with the Mayor’s Office 
of Economic Development.

As Deputy Chief for Inclusive 
Economic Growth, Philippsen will 
lead and support economic de-
velopment strategy to ensure the 
City advances equitable economic 
growth, with the ultimate goal of 
ensuring economic development ef-
forts increase economic opportunity 
and mobility for Tulsa residents.

KATHERINE JUNK ASHELY PHILIPPSEN

ANNA AMERICA

http://www.dorraceinfo.com/tulsa
http://www.cjschooluniforms.com
http://www.hummingbirdelectric.com
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

DON’T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

Get the 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
season included at no extra cost.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC 918-935-0035

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., 
monthly service  and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount 

starts w/in 3 bills. New approved  residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS a�liate. will not be available in NFL 
SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating 
CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2020 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET subscription will not automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any 
given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/n� for a list of compatible devices/system requirements For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model 
H/HR 21 or later is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks of the NFL and its a� liates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual 
Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a� liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Req’s you to select o�er.

Gathering Place Partners with Tulsa Police Dept. and 
TPD Foundation to Host This Year’s Holiday Toy Drive

Gathering Place has partnered 
with the Tulsa Police Department 
and the Tulsa Police Department 
Foundation to host a Drive-Th-
ru Holiday Toy Drive to support 
TPD’s Random Acts of Kindness 
this holiday season. The TPD 

Holiday Toy Drive runs from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. beginning Mon-
day, Nov. 30 through Friday, 
Dec.11.

Tulsans are welcome to drop off 
new, unwrapped toys from the 
safety of their vehicle by driv-
ing through the Williams Lodge 
Loop at Gathering Place. Toy do-
nations will also be accepted at 
the Guest Services desk located 
inside the Williams Lodge during 
normal Park hours.

All toy donations collected 
during the two-week TPD Holi-

day Toy Drive will benefit TPD’s 
Random Acts of Kindness and 
provide officers the opportunity 
to surprise Tulsa kids with toy 
gifts during the holiday season. 

“This toy drive won’t just im-
pact the kids who receive these 
toys for Christmas but it will 
also impact our officers as they 
go out and find those in our com-
munity with the greatest needs,” 
says Roger Chasteen, TPD Foun-
dation Chairman. “None of this 
could be possible if it wasn’t for 
the generosity of citizens in Tul-

sa.  It is an honor to support our 
officers and citizens alike during 
the holiday season.”

The TPD Holiday Toy Drive 
will be carried out with special 
attention to ensure everyone’s 
safety. Gathering place asks 
that when dropping off new, un-
wrapped toy gifts, please observe 
health and safety guidelines, like 
wearing a mask, maintaining so-
cial distance, and remaining in 
the vehicle.

 “2020 has indeed been a chal-
lenging year on so many fronts,” 

says Tony Moore, Executive 
Director of Gathering Place. 
“Thank you Tulsa Police De-
partment for still finding a way 
to bring holiday joy to Tulsa kids 
who need it most.”

If you cannot make it to the 
Holiday Toy Drive but would 
still like to support TPD’s Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness, please 
consider a tax-deductible mone-
tary donation to the TPD Foun-
dation. For more information on 
the TPD Holiday Toy Drive, vis-
it www.tpdfoundation.org.

Castle Christmas at The Castle of Muskogee and
The Garden of Lights at Honor Heights Park
Brighten the Season Through New Year’s Eve

A great place to celebrate the 
best of family holiday traditions is 
at The Castle of Muskogee where 
families can take a leisurely drive 
through the Castleton Village 
which is filled with thousands of 
holiday lights and displays. The 
drive-through is free, and dona-
tions are gratefully accepted. 

Outside of The Castle, guests 
may enjoy an old-fashioned hay-
ride or a ride on the festive Cas-
tle Train, both of which provide 
visitors with a unique experience 
through the Castle displays. Also 
in the Village area, the little ones 
may ride the cutest holiday ponies 
anywhere.  For a taller vantage 
point, Cletus the Camel will attend 
to provide rides around the Village 
area. The venue is excellent for 
taking memorable photos.  

Once inside The Castle, guests 
may warm up and enjoy a variety 
of family holiday activities in-
cluding crafting ornaments in the 
workshop. Handmade creations 
for the special people on the hol-
iday list will be available. Visitors 
can also purchase items from The 
Christmas Shoppe or the Castle 
Gift Shop for holiday displays 
or holiday keepsakes. Rudolph’s 
Cafe is a great place for a light 
supper or snack, hot chocolate, 
and treats. Guests can sit and enjoy 
complimentary holiday movies for 
the entire family. Visit okcastle.
com for a complete schedule of 
nightly activities.

In nearby Honor Heights Park, 
the “Garden of Lights” attracts 
thousands of visitors. The cele-
bration includes a drive-through 

display of over a million shimmer-
ing lights exhibited throughout the 
park. Christmas lights are placed 
on trees, bushes, and structures 
throughout the park to enhance the 
natural beauty of the gardens, wa-
terfalls, and ponds. Gates open at 
5:30 pm nightly, and the event is 
free on Monday’s and $5 per vehi-
cle, $10 per bus/ 10-plus passenger 
vans Tuesday through Sunday.

Visitors can drive through the 
lights at both locations. The Castle 
drive-through is complimentary, 
however, donations are appreciat-
ed. Honor Heights has a fee of $5 
with both cards and cash accepted. 
If visitors would like information 
on a season pass, contact the Parks 
Department. Both drive-through 
events are open nightly through 
New Year’s Eve, 5:30 p.m. to 10 
p.m.  

Holiday Activities outside in 
The Castle’s Village 

Tractor-drawn Hayrides - This 
ride starts in the parking lot of The 
Castle and travels through the vil-
lage on a different route from the 
car drive-through. Departs every 
half hour. Cost is $5.00 per person, 
children under 1-year-old are free. 
Fri, Sat, Sun.

Castle Train – Enjoy the lights 
with a tour from the conductor 
himself for $10 per passenger. Kids  
under one are free. Thanksgiving – 
Nov. 29, Dec. 4 – 6, 11–13, Night-
ly Dec.13 – Dec. 25, Dec. 27-29. 
To book the train throughout the 
week, please call 918-687-3625 
or email info@okcastle.com to re-
serve. Group rates available.

Pony rides – A holiday favorite! 
$5 per child. Fri, Sat, Sun. The cut-
est Christmas ponies in town. 

Camel rides – Live like a Wise-
man. Camel rides $5. This is for 
both the young as well as the 
young at heart. 

Holiday Activities inside The 
Castle

 The Castle’s additional events 

are open Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday - Dec. 4 - 6, 10 – 13, 
Nightly Dec. 18-27, Please check 
the Calendar at okcastle.com for a 
detailed schedule of each night’s 
activities.

 Gift Shops – A wide assortment 
of holiday merchandise, inflat-
ables, and much more.

Rudolph’s Cafe – Treat yourself 
to soups, sandwiches, cookies, hot 

chocolate, and more. 
Chalice Hall – Enjoy watching 

holiday movies for the whole 
family or sit and warm up by the 
fire.

Christmas Merchants – Find 
unique and handcrafted items from 
a variety of craftspeople.

Fireworks – Stock up for New 
Year’s in the Christmas Shoppe – 
Dec. 18 – New Year’s Eve.

FUN AT THE CASTLE WITH SANTA
Courtesy The Castle of Muskogee

http://www.positivepins.com
http://www.anchorpaint.com
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
When you start a relationship with Central 

Bank, you’ll immediately have access to 

a community bank with comprehensive 

offerings, cutting-edge technology, and 

leading-edge banking solutions. We have  

all the tools you need to move, manage,  

and maximize your money with ease.  

Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • DEC.6, 2020 – JAN. 9 , 2021

Enjoy Castle Christmas at the Castle of Muskogee 5:30 – 10 p.m. Nightly Through Dec. 31
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Holiday Hoopla, an 
imagination EvEnt
In-Person and Online
8 p.m.
Visit tulsaprojecttheatre.com 
for more information.

Holiday Hoopla, an 
imagination EvEnt
In-Person and Online
2 p.m.
Visit tulsaprojecttheatre.com 
for more information.

22

15

26

Ask About Fraud ID 
Protection

Free Small Business Checking

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

7

introduction to Find-
ing grants
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 

10 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org/ for 

more information.

castlE cHrist-
mas FrEE drivE 
tHrougH
Castle of 
Muskogee
5:30 – 10 
p.m. 
through 
Dec. 31
Visit 
okcastle.
com for 
more 
infor-
mation.

introduction to 
Finding grants
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 

11 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

cElEbratE 
Kwanzaa: 

committing to 
Honor 1921 in 
2021

Tulsa Library 
(Virtual) 
6 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org 

for more 
informa-

tion.

salsa2021
The Dance Place 
6  p.m.
Visit facebook.
com/thedan-
ceplacetulsa 
for more 
information.

owasso b2b 
nEtworKing 
EvEnt

Bricktown Brewery  – Owasso
11:30 a.m.
Visit bricktownbrewery.com/
owasso/ for more information.

yoga For EvEry body
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

booK talK tHursday
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
12 – 12:15 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

mistaKEs to mastEr-
piEcEs: Family paint-
along
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
5 – 6 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Ell convErsation 
circlEs
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
10 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org/ for more 
information.
HandmadE Holiday 
cards witH 
artist Emily 
cHasE
Gilcrease 
Museum 
12 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.
org for more 
information.

sit & sKEtcH: draw-
along
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
4 – 4:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

william clarK grEEn
Cain’s Ballroom 
8:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

FEstival nigHts
Philbrook Museum 
5:30 p.m.
Visit philbrook.org for more 
information.

mosaics Extravaganza
Tulsa Stained Glass Studio
10 a.m.
Visit tulsastainedglass.com for 
more information.
studio saturday witH 
Kalyn Fay barnosKi
Gilcrease Museum 
10 a.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for more 

information.

nEw yEar’s EvE witH 
cody canada & tHE 
dEpartEd
Cain’s Ballroom 
9 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

Hanson strEaming con-
cErt sEriEs: listEnEr’s 
cHoicE
Cain’s Ballroom (Virtual) 
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

HangovEr ball 2021
Cain’s Ballroom 
9 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

virtual Job 
Fair / carEEr 
Expo
Virtual/Online

11 a.m.
Visit JobsOffice.org for 
more information. savE tHE sHrinE (coun-

try Edition )
Tulsa Shrine 
11:30 a.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

rEvErEnd Horton HEat
Tulsa Shrine 
9 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

building EquitablE Fu-
turEs For oKlaHoma’s 
cHildrEn: an Early 
cHildHood rEsEarcH 
and policy sEriEs
Early Childhood Education 
Institute at OU-Tulsa 
1 – 4 p.m.
Visit okschoolreadiness.org      
for more information.

succEss cEntEr 
pEoria
Tulsa Tech – Peoria 
Campus 
4 – 6 p.m.
Visit tulsatech.edu for 
more information.

sunday art marKEt
Blue Dome Market and Bodega 
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visit bluedomedistrict.com
 for more information.
virtual EvEnt – racHEl 
maddow 
Magic City Books 
7 –8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com
 for more information.

tuwc trail 
clEanup day
Tulsa Urban 
Wilderness 
Coalition 
10 a.m.
Visit tulsaurban-
wildernessco-
alition.org for 
more information.

wintEr wondErland
Tulsa’s Gathering Place 
Dec. 20 – Jan. 3, 6 – 9 p.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

stEam saturday (on-
linE only)
Tulsa’s Gathering Place 
12 – 2 p.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

dog play 
wEdnEsday
Tulsa’s Gathering 
Place 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Visit gathering-
place.org for 
more informa-

tion.

virtual EvEnt – marK 
dE silva  
Magic City Books 
7 –8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com
 for more information.

virtual EvEnt – JoHn 
dEnsmorE   

Magic City Books 
7 –8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.
com
 for more information.

virtual spEEd dat-
ing For proFEssional 
singlEs!
Online Event 
6 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit mondayat8.com for more 
information.

spEEd rEading class
Online Event 
1 – 2 p.m.
Visit irisreading.com for more 
information.

virtual: tulsa wEb 
dEvs

36 Degrees North 
6 – 8 p.m.
Visit tulsawebdevs.org for more 
information.

tulsa womEn’s businEss 
brEaKFast
36 Degrees North 
8 – 9 a.m.
Visit 36degreesnorth.com   for 
more information. all-mEmbEr Happy Hour

36 Degrees North 
3:30 – 5 p.m.
Visit 36degreesnorth.com   for 
more information.

tulsa county sHEriFF’s 
auction
Tulsa County Courthouse 
10:30 a.m.
Visit tcso.org for more infor-
mation.

JosHua ray walKEr- 
limitEd capacity
Mercury Lounge 
7 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

asm tulsa’s dinE & 
winE FEat. cHEF dEvin 
lEvinE: wintEr wondEr-
land dinnEr
Cox Business Convention Center 
6 p.m.
Visit coxcentertulsa.com for 
more information.

dustin HErring 
& brycE dicus 
song swap
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloun-
getulsa.com for more 
information.

HonKytonK tuEsdays 
witH Jacob tovar
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.
cHris combs trio
The Colony 
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com.com for 
more information.

paul bEnJaman’s 
sunday nitE tHing
The Colony 
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com.com 
for more information.

sEtH lEE JonEs
The Colony 
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com.com for 
more information.

danE & tHE soup 
The Colony 
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com.com for 
more information.

cHris combs trio 
The Colony 

8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com.

com for more information.

sEtH lEE JonEs
The Colony 
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.
com.com for 
more infor-
mation.

cHris 
blEvins
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

paul bEnJaman band
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

paul bEnJaman 
band
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

pilgrim
Mercury Lounge 
8 p.m.
Visit mercuryloungetulsa.com 
for more information.

wHitE lion pub trivia 
nigHt and FisH & cHips 
spEcial
The White Lion Pub 
6:30 p.m.
Call 918-491-6533 for more 
information.

nEw yEar’s EvE 
scotcH tasting 
and 4-coursE 
mEal
The White Lion Pub 
7 p.m.
Call 918-491-6533 for 
more information.

brEaKFast witH santa
BOK Center
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Visit tulsawinterfest.com. for 
more information.

tulsa FlEa marKEt’s 
last call For Holiday 
sHopping
Expo Square
8 a.m. • Dec. 12
Visit exposquare.com for info.

New Name. Same Bank.

More Bank for Your Buck

21

4

January

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

goldEn HurricanE vs.
Wichita State • 6 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn HurricanE vs.
Houston • 8 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn HurricanE vs.
South Florida • Time TBD
Women’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn HurricanE vs.
NW State • Time TBA
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

goldEn HurricanE vs.
UCF • Time TBA
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

tulsa oilErs
vs. Wichita
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tulsa oilErs
vs. Utah
7:05 p.m.  

Visit tulsaoilers.com for 
more information.

tulsa oilErs
vs. Utah
7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

tulsa oilErs
vs. Allen

7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

http://centralbank.net


  Page 24   BROKEN ARROW EXPRESS   December 2020 

     CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Broken Arrow Named Happiest City in Oklahoma 
It seems only fitting that the web-

site Zippia.com would choose “the 
happiest time of the year” to reveal 
the identity of the happiest city in 
Oklahoma. 

Earning that distinction is Bro-
ken Arrow which was rated over 
600 cities for “all the ingredients 
for happiness” which include a 
well-educated population, per-

cent of households earning above 
$75,000, median home prices, a 
short commute to work and mar-
riage rates  

Oklahoma State Representatives 
Dean Davis, Ross Ford, T.J. Marti, 
and Stan May had the happy task 
of presenting a citation of congrat-
ulations to City of Broken Arrow 
officials at the regular city council 

meeting on Nov 3. 
Broken Arrow is the fourth larg-

est city in Oklahoma, with an es-
timated population of 113,000 
people spread out over 61 square 
miles. It is also home to the third 
largest manufacturing hub in the 
state, with many employees work-
ing in the energy sector.  

The Zippia rating underscores 

the fact Broken Arrow enjoys a 
high quality of life, characterized 
by low crime, high performing 
schools, affordable housing and 
easy access to many parks and rec-
reational facilities. Polsters also 
note the city sets the standard by 
providing outstanding municipal 
programs and services. 

Also making the top 10 list for 

Oklahoma were Bixby, Owasso 
and Bartlesville. 

Zippia is a resource site for job 
seekers who want to empow-
er their career aspirations with 
knowledgeable data. It has been 
featured in USA Today, Forbes, 
Fortune, CNBC and the New York 
Times, among other leading media 
outlets.

Bell Ringers Keep Spreading Christmas Cheer  
By BOB LEWIS 
Contributing Editor 

 
Linda Smith and Carol Hunt 

have wished total strangers “A 
Very Merry Christmas” more 
times than they can remember 
during their years of volunteer ser-
vice as Salvation Army Red Kettle 
bell ringers.  

That’s a level of holiday cheer 
even old Kris Kringle would be 
proud of. But both women say they 
are not finished yet. Once again, 
Smith is part of the volunteer team 
from Broken Arrow’s Church of 
the Nazarene while Hunt works 
with members of the Broken Ar-
row YFR 4-H Club. 

Both organizations are part of a 
yuletide tradition that dates back 
to 1891 when Salvation Army 
Captain Joseph McFee resolved 
to provide a free Christmas dinner 
for destitute and poverty-stricken 
people in San Francisco. He only 
had one major hurdle to overcome: 
how to pay for the project. 

Thinking back to his days as 
a sailor in Liverpool, England, 
he remembered Stage Land-
ing, where the boats came in, 
and an iron kettle called “Simp-
son’s Pot” into which passers-by 
tossed a coin or two to help the 
poor. That inspired him to place a 
similar kettle at the Oakland Fer-

ry Landing at the foot of Market 
Street.   

It didn’t take long for McFee to 
receive the funds needed to fulfill 
his dream and for one of the most 
endearing symbols of Christmas to 
be born. His idea quickly spread 
across the country and then the 
world providing money that en-
ables the Salvation Army to aid 
millions of people.  

Sadly, officials expect the call 
for these services to climb sharply 
this year, primarily because of the 
impact of COVID-19 and high un-
employment rates – all while the 
number of red kettles in place and 
donations collected decline. 

At the heart if this dilemma, they 
say, are fewer retail stores in oper-
ation and huge increases in online 
shopping that have taken a toll on 
foot traffic at many traditional loca-
tions. All that being the case, both 
Smith and Hunt say they are more 
convinced than ever of the impor-
tance of the job their teams do.  

“It is an honor to be part of the 
Salvation Army. It is such a great 
organization that does so many 
wonderful things for people,” they 
agree. 

Smith notes bell ringers represent 
a true cross-section of caring and 
dedicated people from across the 
community. An example of their 
commitment, she said, was typi-

fied by a deceased member of her 
church team, an elderly gentleman 
who never missed a scheduled 
time to tend his red kettle and ring 
his bell, despite failing health and 
being confined to a wheelchair. 

Pointing to a different demo-
graphic, Hunt says 4-H Club mem-
bers ranging in age from nine to 18 
“bring so much energy to this pro-
gram, it is truly amazing.” They 
also bring a sleigh full of creativi-
ty, as evidenced the year they dis-
covered that no bell had been left 
at their assigned kettle. No prob-
lem. One of the youngsters simply 
rushed home, got his trumpet, and 
played holiday music throughout 
the shift. 

Both women take special delight 
in seeing families approach their 
kettles so the children can step for-
ward to drop in their contributions.  

“Their excitement and the smiles 
on their faces knowing they are 
helping other people is so special,” 
they said. “This is what Christmas 
is all about.”  

How To Be a Bell Ringer 
Are you looking to give the gift 

of time to impact the lives of your 
neighbors in need? Register to ring 
a Red Kettle bell this holiday sea-
son.  

You, your family, friends or col-
leagues can ring traditionally in 

front of retailers, or the Salvation 
Army has a new Virtual Red Kettle 
option for those who prefer to host 
an online kettle instead.   

While the emphasis is on helping 

people in need, veteran ringers say 
the experience is one of the most 
rewarding times of the holiday 
season. To learn more, visit www.
salarmytulsa.org.

Photo courtesy Linda Smith 

HOLIDAY BELLS: Christmas just wouldn’t be the same without the 
sound of bells being rung by Salvation Army Red Kettle workers like 
Broken Arrow residents Dee Pratt, left, and Linda Smith. 

http://www.noc.edu
http://www.go2nsu.com



