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The taste of Christmas, baked to order
What makes the holiday season so special? Family, friendship, our places of worship and,

of course, those lovingly created treats from our neighbors at Great Harvest Bakery.
Photo by Billy Hardiman  for Wrangler News. More, Pages 16 - 17.

Holiday photo edition
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1150 N. 54th St., Chandler
480-735-0399 • www.FreewayChevy.com
*Prices do not include sales tax, title, lic, dealer doc fee $499, dealer vtr fee $228, or any custome ror dealer added accessories. All vehicles are subject to prior 
sale. Offers cannot be combined. Costco rebate requires membership prior to Oct 1, 2020. Photos are for illustration only. Dealer not responsible for 
typographical errors. Offfers may change without notice.
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480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com
I love Tempe too !

25 years experience in the mortgage and real estate industry.

Randy Goff
Broker/Owner

Mortgage rates are at their
lowest levels in over two years.

It’s a quick and easy process.
No cost refi nance is available.
One quick call could save you
tens of thousands of dollars.

Refi nance Now.

                  Better rates. Better service.  Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage.

Refi nance Now.

480-390-4995   |   ChandlerMortgage.com

                  Better rates. Better service.  Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage                  Better rates. Better service.  Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage                  Better rates. Better service.  Better value.     Come Home to Chandler Mortgage

For all of your home fi nancing needs. • Call your trusted, local mortgage broker.
Close on a mortgage or refi  in the next 60 days and receive a FREE appraisal ($500 value!)

How our print origins 
thrive in a digital world
As online viewership grows, we hope 
you'll join the trend . . . and tell others

By Don Kirkland, Publisher
wranglernews.com

Having described in previous issues the 
response we’ve had to the growth of our online 
viewership in recent months, I wondered 

if mentioning it again might be thought of by our 
readers as pushing the boundaries of excess. 

But when Joyce and I met the other day with Lee 
Shappell, our gatekeeper of things digital, what he 
reported was so noteworthy (to us, at least) that I 
felt you might be interested in hearing some of those 
successes and how they relate to the future of little 
community newspapers—like ours.

While we know that many readers still appreciate 
the tangible pleasure of retrieving a newspaper from 
their driveway, and holding it in their hands as they 
skim through the pages to find a familiar face or 
business, the trend unquestionably is leading toward 
getting our news online, on social media or simply on 
the screen of the increasingly ubiquitous cellphone or 
tablet.

And even though we believe that print newspapers 
will be with us in one form or another for a long time 
to come, we would be avoiding the certainty of change 
if we didn’t move into the inevitability of a digitized 
future. 

That’s why the results of Lee’s statistical detective 
work were so pleasantly remarkable, and the 
impending changes imbedded in them so exciting.

The journey from print to digital
A bit of background: Joyce, Lee and I are the 

product of print journalism. Now, the processes 
involved with news reporting that we assumed in our 
early days would be around forever have taken a nearly 
180-degree turn in a new direction. That, of course, 
being the global conversion of media sources that 
continues to accelerate into the realm of technology.

As to us, I suppose you could say we’re somewhat 
sad to see those days of old fade into memory. 
But at the same time we’re excited about the new 
opportunities that 21st century tools offer us as 
reporters and editors.

Which again, full circle, leads to the steps we’ve 
taken to assure our continuing days as a community 
newspaper and to be a knowledgeable, eager 
proponent of both print and digital publishing.

Lee’s numbers—he tapped into the best analytical 
sources available to our industry—show that more 
and more of our Wrangler News readers are moving 

to the cyber world to follow events within days, hours 
or minutes after they’re reported, not every couple 
of weeks as we do with our still-popular, still eagerly 
awaited print editions. 

That, as mentioned earlier, is not in danger of going 
away, just as our commitment to community news and 
features is here to stay.

Here's why we're newly energized with what some 
of Lee’s studies have shown:

• Our latest reported page views, through Dec. 15, 
had nearly doubled those of November, which in turn 
were up 170 percent over the previous 30 days. 

• The length of time that viewers are staying with 
a story also is on the rise, and seems to be increasing 
weekly. 

• Similar growth is also being recorded on our 
Facebook page.

Most important of all, you are engaging with us 
on our website and social media. 

We appreciate your shares, likes and comments, 
and encourage you to interact with us. 

And, of course, we hope you'll not only continue to 
look to Wrangler News as your source of neighborhood 
news but tell the businesses you patronize about us 
and our three decades of serving this community. 

And that our advertisers take note of this increased 
reach. 

It's their support that enables us to continue 
serving you.



DEC 19, 2020  -  JAN 8, 2021     •      PAGE 4     •     WRANGLERNEWS.COM

By Lee Shappell 
wranglernews.com

With each gift that little Morgan 
Bell opens under the tree on 
Christmas morning, the family 

of the 9-year-old West Chandler girl will 
give thanks and appreciate an even greater 
gift.

“Every moment, every day we make 
sure we’re thankful for that,” said 
Morgan’s mom, Bridgette Bell. “Special 
moments like that, big moments like that  
—it’s just indescribable. 

“Your heart’s just so full of joy.”
Too often, we take the daily miracle 

of life for granted, until some stunning 
event slaps us into reality. That slap hit 
the Bells about two years ago. Morgan 
wasn’t feeling well. She had a fever, but 
tests ruled out strep throat and the flu. 
Her bloodwork was normal.

“But she had a fever that just 
wouldn’t go away,” Bridgette said.

In December 2018, Bridgette, a 
single mom, took Morgan to the Phoenix 
Children’s Hospital Emergency Medicine 
Department, where she underwent a CT 
scan. 

The scan revealed that Morgan had 
peripheral T-cell lymphoma, a very rare 
and aggressive type of non Hodgkin 
lymphoma, a blood cancer.

How rare?
“It’s 1 in a million,” said Dr. Alexandra 

Walsh, the PCH oncologist who treated 
Morgan.

And the prognosis for those who get 
it?

“There are only a handful of cases 
where the patient actually survives,” 
Walsh said.

Morgan immediately was admitted 
to PCH.

“When she first came in was the most 
difficult time,” Walsh said. “She had fluid 
on her lungs, had fluid on her heart. That 
had to be drained at different times. She 

was in the intensive-care unit for quite 
a while.

“Hopefully, I didn’t convey to the 
family how worried I was and how 
difficult this was. It’s very rare and very 
aggressive.” 

Morgan recalls learning that 
chemotherapy was coming in late 
January, 2019.

“I mean, I didn’t really care at the 
time,” Morgan said. “I was like so sick I 
just wanted to get better.”

Because the disease is so rare, there 
are not many case studies available.

“Regular T-cell lymphoma is more 
common and more easily treatable,” 
Walsh said. “We started treating Morgan 
with that type of treatment, but it didn’t 
work. So we had to significantly increase 
intensity of treatment and try some 
more unique and novel therapies.

“With something like this you kind 
of have to use your judgment and ask 
a lot of experts. We tried a bunch of 
different treatments, some of the newer 
agents, newer therapies, that target 
different proteins on the surface of 
the cancers. We used a combination of 
those over five or six cycles. We sort of 
threw everything at it to see what would 
work. She’s such a trooper. She tolerated 
everything really well and had a great 
attitude.”

The worst part?
“The feeding tube,” Morgan said.
The tube in her nose and throat 

caused issues, her mom said. 
“During that time, she didn’t talk 

much when it was uncomfortable,” 
Bridgette said. “That was the hardest 
time, to see her when she was not really 
herself. She handled it better than 
anybody and everybody with her spirit 
and her attitude in general. And that’s 
how she’s always been.”

Walsh said that Morgan, then 7, 
might have benefitted from her youth.

“I think it actually helped us because 
most patients who have this are adults 

INSPIRE A CHILD

LEAD WITH PASSION

Kyrene is Hiring Certified Staff for 2021-22
Teachers • Psychologists • Speech Language Pathologists

 School and District Leaders

Certified Job Fairs in January and February
Virtual interviews followed by invitation-only, in-person events.

Spots are limited. Visit us online to schedule an interview!

www.kyrene.org/careers  480-541-1000

‘A Miracle of Life’ 

Best gift from the 
Miracle of Christmas
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Get the look you deserve. 
Sit back, enjoy an upscale haircut or an old fashioned 

straight razor shave & more. 
Stay sharp, look great. Relax. Treat yourself.  

The place to come for the fi nest hospitality in Arizona!

480.550.7107
signaturebarbershop.net
4980 W. Ray Road Suite 11, Chandler 85226

Step back in time and visit our

Classic Barbershop

$12.99 haircuts
During the month of December

(New customers only)

Discount for active duty military and veterans.

25% off any Signature Package

Walk-ins Welcome

$12.99 haircuts

Discount for active duty military and veterans.

Step back in time and visit ourStep back in time and visit our

$12.99 haircuts

Discount for active duty military and veterans.

Scan here to book an appointment.

It’s going to be a joyous Christmas for 
Bridgette Bell and her 9-year-old daughter, 
Morgan, who beat peripheral T-cell lymphoma, 
a very rare and aggressive type of non Hodgkin 
lymphoma, a blood cancer. Odds of getting 
the disease are about one in a million. Very few 
survive it.  –Bell family photo

and they’re less able to tolerate the 
intensive types of treatments that we 
used for her. I think we are lucky in 
pediatric oncology because kids’ organs, 
by and large, are pretty healthy so they 
can tolerate the intense therapy really 
well.”

No matter how aggressive the 
treatment, peripheral T-cell lymphoma 
is so aggressive that most of the patients 
die without getting to remission, 
according to Walsh. 

But Walsh and the PCH team were 
able to get Morgan into remission in 
2019. 

A bone-marrow transplant followed 
soon in July of that year.

“That is quite rare for lymphomas, 
especially when we’re just starting to 
treat them versus having them coming 
back,” Walsh said. “The purpose of the 
transplant is not only so we can use 
higher-intensity chemotherapy that 
your body wouldn’t recover from if we 
didn’t do the transplant, but you’re also 
actually giving someone a new immune 
system so that system hopefully will 
keep the cancer at bay, too, to help 
ensure that the cancer never comes 
back.

“We usually use the patient’s own 
immune system, but in her case, we 
decided to use somebody else’s.”

Morgan’s final chemotherapy 
treatment was in January of this year.

“So she got to ring the bells,” 
Bridgette said 

She’d been out of school and isolated 
from other kids at Kyrene de las Brisas, 
near the Bell’s home in the McClintock 
Drive/Ray Road area in Chandler, during 
this year-long episode.

“The kids were nice,” she said. “They 
made me cards, and called and texted 
me.”

She was cleared to return to school in 
February. 

“They threw a party for me at 
school,” Morgan said. “It was so nice.”

Two weeks later, the COVID-19 
pandemic hit and soon schools were 
closed. 

“It was a big bummer for everybody, 
but for us, before this she had to be in 
a bubble,” Bridgette said. “She wasn’t at 
school. We weren’t around people. We’d 
already been in our own quarantine for 
a year on top of this. She was still just 
trying to be a kid through it all.” 

In July, Morgan reached the one-year 
mark of her bone-marrow transplant. 
She still is in remission. She’s now on 
three-month appointments for scans, 
assessments and lab work. She had been 
going weekly.

When schools opened back up in 
October, Morgan was ready. She’d been 
out for too long.

“It’s fun. I made honor roll,” Morgan 
said, adding that she hopes to become a 
singer or dancer.

It all worked.
“We don’t say you’re a long-term 

survivor until five years off treatment,” 
Walsh said. “The more aggressive the 
cancer is, the more likely it is to come 
back quickly, so I think we’re really in a 
good spot with her since she’s more than 
a year now. 

“It’s really amazing that she’s here 
and she’s doing amazingly well. To see 
her just be a little girl and be so vibrant, 
makes my job worthwhile. It’s worth 
fighting for. I tell a lot of patients that 
they’re my favorite but I think Morgan 
really is. She’s just ray of sunshine. 
Sometimes my job has difficult days but I 
think the benefit is I don’t take anything 
for granted. I don’t take my own kids for 
granted. Some people’s Christmases will 
not be as good as Morgan’s, that’s for 
sure.”

The episode took a toll on Bridgette, a 
single mom, as well, as hit after hit came 
while Walsh and the PCH team tried 
to find something that would save her 

— GIFT, Page 10
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Dignity Health injects hope for frontline health workers
By Joyce Coronel 
wranglernews.com

Chandler Regional Medical Center frontline health 
care workers will be among the first to receive a long-
awaited vaccine for COVID-19.

Hours after experts recommended that the Food 
and Drug Administration authorize the vaccine, 
Dignity Health held a dry run of the roll-out at 
Chandler-Gilbert Community College.

In collaboration with state and county public 
health officials, the CGCC  site is one of five locations 
in the Valley where designated frontline health 
care workers—and not exclusively Dignity Health 
employees—will be able to receive the vaccine in the 
first phase of the effort to inoculate the masses.

The first doses of the vaccine are tentatively set to 
be given Dec. 21 at CGCC.

Heather James, director of nursing and quality 
assurance for Dignity Health Medical Group, spoke 
with local media about the particulars of what the 
massive vaccination effort would entail.

The dry run, James said, was “just to be sure that 
logistically we can get the volume through here that we 
anticipate and have it as smooth as possible.”

“We are anticipating up to 36,000 folks over a 
10-day period.”  Health care workers will register ahead 
of time to receive the vaccine and will be guided 

through an algorithm to make sure they qualify. 
Recipients will need a second dose three weeks after 
the first and will register to receive it before leaving 
CGCC.

“It’s a whole new type of nursing. It’s not something 
I’ve done before,” James said. About 120 people will be 
needed to run the 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. vaccine distribution 
at CGCC.

Precautions taken 

“Thirty-six hundred vaccinations a day is a lot. 
This type of event, you’re trying to get everybody in 
and vaccinated as quickly as possible.” One purpose 
of a dry run, she said, was to see how long it takes 
someone to get through “making sure we don’t forget 
our standard nursing processes” which could result in 
injury.

Of course, there are the possible adverse reactions 
to the vaccine. Those are possible with any vaccine, 
James said, and that’s why EMT crews will be on hand 
as each of the 36,000 vaccines are given. Each recipient 
will need to wait for 15 minutes before leaving the 
premises.

“As with any vaccine, you worry about anaphylaxis, 
somebody stopping breathing or having an allergic 
reaction primarily,” James said. She noted that there’s 

“a lot of misinformation out there” and urged the 
public to visit the FDA website for the facts about the 
vaccine instead of relying on social media.

“It’s a new vaccine no one has ever received—any 
other vaccine we’ve had comes to the market and you 
take your standard precautions, but even when my 
pediatric clinic is giving routine vaccinations to kids, 
we are prepared for an anaphylactic reaction. That’s 
just standard for vaccines.”

“People with extreme allergic reactions should 
avoid this until their doctor tells them they should 
have this.”

Complicating the distribution, the Pfizer vaccine 
requires subzero storage.  “Logistically, we worked on 
that but I don’t want to go into details,” James said to 
protect security of the vaccine.

“They’re going to require several freezers to 
accommodate the volume.

“Right now we just have Pfizer but if we get 
Moderna that opens it up because in a community 
setting, you don’t have a deep tissue freezer in a 
doctor’s office. It’s just not something you have.”

Dignity Health has partnered with CGCC police 
to ensure security of the vaccine distribution effort. 
“They’ll be onsite and we also have Chandler Police 
Department and the National Guard onsite so it’s a 

—  SCHOOLS, Page 18

Enroll Now for Spring 2021

Now is not the time to put your future on pause. At MCC there’s 

a path for everyone. Transform your life by taking the next step 

toward earning a degree or certificate.

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation 
in the career and technical education programs of the District.

The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities.  For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following 
number to reach the appointed coordinator:  (480) 731-8499.  For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

MAKE IT HAPPEN!   mesacc.eduEarn a degree with little or no debt.

• Four class formats: live online, 
online, hybrid, in person

• Vibrant educational experiences 
in a safe and healthy 
environment

• Faculty and staff who care and 
provide remote student support 
services

• Virtual career services, advising 
and counseling

— VACCINE, Page 10
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With the passing of 2020, giving arrives as a Christmas blessing
By Joyce Coronel
wranglernews.com

In a year that’s seen a public health crisis, job losses, 
business failures and social unrest, the holiday 
season might seem a bit subdued in 2020. Less 

traffic. Less bustle. 
You wouldn’t know it if you happened upon three 

burgeoning faith communities in Tempe and West 
Chandler that have adapted to the conditions and risen 
to the challenge of making a difference in countless 
lives despite a cruel pandemic. 

From providing food boxes and Christmas 
dinners for the struggling to purchasing gifts for the 
incarcerated to give their children, and shopping for 
pajamas for needy moms and babies, volunteers and 
people of good will have opened their hearts and 
stepped forward to help. 

First Baptist Church of Tempe

Linda Bisjolie of First Baptist Church of Tempe 
has been involved with the Angel Tree project at 
her church for three years. The ministry is part of a 
nationwide effort that helps incarcerated individuals 
provide a Christmas gift to their sons and daughters. 
Founded in 1982, Angel Tree has delivered more than 
11 million Christmas presents to children of prisoners 
across the country. First Baptist Church of Tempe has 
been participating in the effort for three decades. 

“We get a little angel and it has their name and 
their age and what they like, and then we call the 

caretaker here and we get more specifics—the colors 
they like, their sizes. They get a fun gift and a clothing 
gift,” Bisjolie said. 

Christmas trees in the hallway outside the 
sanctuary are adorned with angel-shaped tags that 
include details like the child’s age and size. Church 
members choose one or more tags. 

In years past, members of the congregation 
purchased gifts they wrapped and then returned to 
the church with the Angel tag attached. Bisjolie and 
other volunteers then delivered the packages. In light 
of COVID-19, First Baptist decided to switch to $25 gift 
cards this year. 

“Each child gets two angels, so they get two gift 
cards,” Bisjolie said. This year, the congregation took 
on 23 families and 51 children. 

Bret and Tasha Ryan and their 13-year-old son Jack 
participate in the Angel Tree program every year.  They 
try to find an Angel who is the same age as Jack. 

“I like picking people that are my age because I can 
understand how they feel and what they’d like and 
what they wouldn’t like,” Jack said. “And I like to help 
out people that don’t get a lot in life like I do.”  

“We usually give athletic equipment—a football, 
basketball, baseball or whatever,” Tasha said. 

“Whatever they are there for, I don’t know. I can’t 
judge,” Bisjolie said of the imprisoned parents. “I don’t 
know what they feel inside there, but maybe it picks 
them up and they say, ‘Hey, I got something.’ And that 
little kid, whether they are 3 or 15, they call and they 
have contact with their mom or dad in prison they can 
say, ‘I got a gift. Thanks, Dad.’” 

Arizona Community Church 

At Arizona Community Church in Tempe, a food 
pantry for the needy that’s stocked all year long goes 
into overdrive during the holiday season, providing a 
festive meal at both Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Karen Goetz, office manager at the church, answers 
calls from members of the congregation and the wider 
community inquiring about assistance. It’s a humbling 
experience for many. 

“I always try to reassure them that there’s a time in 
everyone’s life when they need help,” Goetz said. “We 
are a community that is here for people when they 
need it.” 

Goetz arranges a time for recipients to pick up the 
food items confidentially. She knows all too well what 
it’s like to have to ask for help. Early in her marriage, 
her husband was out of work for 15 months and they 
had two young sons to support. 

“Thankfully we had a church there that was very 
supportive and helpful. It was difficult, but we needed 
the help and we were so glad they were there for 
us. You have to just kind of know that is what the 
community of believers is for.”

Nancy Pruitt, the food pantry coordinator at 
Arizona Community Church, can relate. She said 
her family also received assistance years ago and that 
she once taught at a school where many students 
were homeless. “I do understand,” Pruitt said. Some 
recipients of the church’s food boxes were just a 
paycheck away from financial ruin—and that was 

before the pandemic. “A lot of people are barely 
surviving.” 

For both Thanksgiving and Christmas, the church 
provides a turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, cranberry sauce, rolls, margarine and pie, 
plus a roasting pan and foil—everything needed to 
have a festive culinary celebration. 

St. John Bosco Catholic School

Student leaders known as Ambassadors at St. John 
Bosco have long supported the moms, baby and staff 
who live at Elizabeth House in Tempe. The house is 
part of a network of homes operated by Maggie’s Place, 
an organization that brings young women together to 
live in community: pregnant moms with nowhere else 

to turn and the staff who mentor them. Five moms 
and babies are living at Elizabeth House currently 
alongside staff. And they’re about to receive a cozy gift 
from the kids at St. John Bosco. 

Terri Lisi is grandmother to some of the St. John 
Bosco students involved in the project. 

“The Ambassadors started a tradition several years 
ago of buying all the moms, babies and core members 
pajamas for Christmas morning.  The students usually 
earn the money to pay for the PJ’s by working at the 
school carnival,” Lisi said. 

Jena Gump, a first-grade teacher at the school, is 
the faculty advisor to the Ambassadors. “Typically what 
we do is we sell cotton candy at our harvest festival but 
obviously that couldn’t happen this year with COVID 
so they are using their own money,” Gump said. 

The idea of giving matching pajamas to Elizabeth 
House arose out of the students’ own family traditions. 
“They don’t need this but I think our ambassadors 
just wanted the moms and the core workers to have 
a special tradition of their own,” Gump said. “Service 
to others is ingrained in the students from the time 
they’re in kindergarten.”

Linda Bisjolie reviews the list of participants in the First Church. 
—Wrangler News photo 

Jared wade helps stock the pantry at Arizona Community Church. 
—Wrangler News photo 
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Brothers find reward 
when idea to honor 
heroes pops into 
their minds, lives
By Lee Shappell
wranglernews.com

Rudi Sinykin and his brother, Aaron, have a kernel 
of wisdom to share with those who feel they are on a 
soul-less, corporate-America fast track to nowhere: Get 
off. And be kind.

In the seven years since creating Tempe-based 
Kettle Heroes, a kettle popcorn business that seeks 
out everyday heroes to honor, as well as its next-door 
sister entity, Devoted Guardians, a medical home-care 
service, they’ve shown that success in business and 
having a heart as corporate citizens are not mutually 
exclusive.

It’s been a pleasant change from their big-time 
corporate paths.

“We both were getting kind of demotivated,” Rudi 
said.

Rudi had been a product manager at an 
international corporation that manufactures home-
organization products. His brother worked at an 
international computer-chip manufacturing company.

They decided to team up. They quit their jobs and 
bought 13 national-chain sandwich shops around the 
Valley. They learned about the food industry, but they 
still felt empty.

“Even as franchisees, we didn’t have a lot of control, 
plus on the local level we weren’t supporting the local 
community as much as we wanted to,” Rudi said.

So they sold the shops and used the money to 
create Devoted Guardians and Kettle Heroes. The 
popcorn side started with a half-dozen food trucks that 
took them on a four-year journey to their brick-and-
mortar store in Tempe, at 1705 W. Ruby Drive, Suite 
107, across from IKEA.

The Sinykin brothers sent their fleet of trucks 
around to fall festivals that schools were holding, 
to farmers markets, to Walmart parking lots and to 
Cardinals home games.

“I don’t know if it was fate or what, but the Basha 
family, Trey Basha, and his family were at Gilbert 
Farmers Market and happened to taste our product 
and really loved it,” Rudi said. “They asked if we could 
make packaged popcorn for the Bashas’ stores. We 
jumped on the opportunity, and that kind of changed 
our direction completely into more of a packaged 
consumer-goods company.”

Their kettle corn now is sold in nearly all Fry’s 
locations throughout Arizona, and at Sprouts, Whole 

Foods and AJ's.
Rudi, who handles everything from popping and 

packaging the corn to new-product development and 
marketing, is chief operations officer of Kettle Heroes. 
Aaron is chief executive officer of Devoted Guardians. 
The brothers have joint ownership in both ventures.

“Our core ethos was that we wanted to hold 
ourselves to a higher standard,” Rudi said. “We wanted 
to be giving back with everything we’re doing.

“We were trying to find something meaningful to 
us in our daily lives. We felt that with these businesses 
we would be able to give back in a greater way and 
make us feel good about doing something good in the 
community at the same time.”

Who are their “everyday heroes?” 
“It’s the people who see themselves as part of a 

community or greater good,” Rudi said. “Life isn’t 
just about themselves, it’s what they can do to better 
humankind. It’s people who step forward and show 
what America can be like when people put the greater 
community before themselves.” 

The Sinykin brothers, themselves, might fall into 
that category. 

Devoted Guardians, which started nine months 
before Kettle Heroes, has 600 caregivers, CNAs and 
RNs in the field helping people live independent 
lives at home. They assist seniors with daily living 
activities, such as bathing, changing clothes, meal 
prep, medicine reminders and transportation 
to appointments. They also assist disabled and 
quadriplegic people.

“It’s all designed to keep people home as long as 
possible, where they feel the safest and most secure, 
especially during COVID times,” Rudi said. “The 
pandemic has heightened the need. People see that 
going into an assisted-living facility is not always the 
best option for people most vulnerable.”

The brothers’ spirit of service and philanthropy 
comes from their upbringing in Wisconsin, Rudi said. 

“Our father, especially, was a very generous person,” 
Rudi said. “That kind of set the benchmark.” 

That was reinforced on Rudi when he was in 
Madrid working on his MBA. He said he discovered 
“kind of a different mentality in Europe, where 
corporations are not just about profit, but also about 
corporate social responsibility and trying to support 

their community at large.”
“I think that kind of shapes my philosophy, as well,” 

he continued. “We want to make sure philanthropy 
is not just a secondary aspect of the business, it’s a 
driving part of doing more in the community versus 
just taking from the community.”

To make all of their good-doing work, though, their 
kettle popcorn has to be good. Kettle Heroes serves it 
up in a multitude of flavors, ranging from Hatch Green 
Chile Cheddar, to Sea Salted Caramel, to Cinnamon 
Sugar, to Prickly Pear, among many. At their Tempe 
shop, custom-labeled popcorn, party boxes and gift 
tins also are sold.

“We try to use the best ingredients in everything 
we make,” Rudi said. “We want a great-tasting product 
but we also want it to be with clean ingredients that 
are going to be non-GMO-project verified, gluten-free 
certified, kosher and nut-free. 

“We try to remove any dietary restrictions that 
would keep people from having a great-tasting snack, 
so it’s something they can give to their kids. I have 
two boys in elementary schools and there are so 
many restrictions on what can be brought to school. 
We wanted something moms and dads can feel 
comfortable that the kids can take to school and give 
to friends.”

That was just the beginning. From the simple 
popping of a kernel of corn sprang charitable 
partnerships with the Pat Tillman Foundation, Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation, Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital and many fundraisers for schools and 
organizations.

“My brother was a student at Arizona State 
University at the same time as Pat Tillman,” Rudi 
said. “He went to football games and saw what an 
inspirational figure he was.

“So when we were thinking about trying to choose 
a charity to support, and there are so many out there 
that are deserving, we just felt that he represented a lot 
of the ideals that were important to us: being selfless 
and giving of himself. On all of our bags at grocery 
stores, we’re giving a portion of our proceeds to the Pat 
Tillman Foundation.”

In October, in support of breast-cancer awareness, 
Kettle Heroes had an online fund-raising sale and the 
brothers had a mammogram truck come onsite to offer 
services to women who otherwise wouldn’t have gone 
to a clinic to get a mammogram during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Kettle Heroes’ one remaining food truck goes to 
schools, where 50 percent of profits are donated.

“We’re privileged to be where we are at, especially 
in these times,” Rudi said. “It’s our team working hard 
to get us where we are. It’s an ongoing marathon. We 
keep taking steps to improve. 

“Our message is one of appreciation to be able to 
operate when so many are less fortunate than we are 
right now.”

Information: kettleheroes.com and 
devotedguardians.com.

Rudi (left) and Aaron Sinykin have made giving back to the community 
part of their corporate culture at their Tempe-based businesses.
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TWO SCHOOLS,
ONE AMAZING 

EDUCATION

Top-Rated
“A” schools in
Ahwatukee!

2021-2022
Lottery 

Enrollment
Deadline is
January 22!

TO APPLY: HORIZONHONORS.ORG16233 SOUTH 48TH ST.
PHOENIX, AZ 85048

SERVING STUDENTS IN GRADES K-12

little girl. “When you’re going through 
it, it seems like it’s never going to end,” 
Bridgette said. “You just try to focus on 
the big picture and that we’re going to 
look back on this eventually and it will 
be one of the chapters in the whole 
book.

“For whatever reason, we feel 
compelled to share our story in hopes 
that it helps others, because a lot of 
people’s stories helped us get through 
it. Now, seeing Morgan getting back 
to being herself and being able to be 
a kid again, has been the best thing. 
It definitely gives you a reason to go 
through life with a different perspective 
than most.”

Morgan is among more than 
400 kids who receive cancer care at 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital. The PCH 
Foundation’s Step Up, Stop Cancer 
campaign raises funds for care, research 
and treatment at the hospital’s Center 
for Cancer and Blood Disorders. 

For more information or to 
contribute: phoenixchildrensfoundation.
org/programs/step-up-stop-cancer.

Gift
From Page 5

very secure location,” James said.
After months of waiting 

and thousands of lives lost, the 
momentousness of the vaccine’s 
imminent arrival is not lost on James.

“It got very real, very quickly. 
We didn’t know what was going to 

happen…I equate it to planning a 
wedding for 36,000 of my closest 
friends, but I don’t know who the groom 
is and I don’t know when it will be, but I 
know where it’ll be.

“That was the difficult part. So that 
actually is a blessing to know exactly 
what’s going to happen now.”

James asked the public to pray for 
healthcare workers. “This is the thing 
we’ve been waiting for but they are all 
very tired. Our front line workers, our 

ICU staff, our nurses—they’re just tired. 
They’re going to take care of anybody 
who comes in and all of our COVID 
patients, but people don’t stop having 
heart attacks and cancer at this time. 
So all of our work continues plus this 
added work.

“So wear your masks, wash your 
hands, social distance—really abide 
by that because that in the long run is 
going to help us get out of this.”

 

Vaccine
From Page 6

Dignity Health employees gather at Chandler-Gilbert Community College for a dry run of upcoming COVID-19 vaccine distribution. 
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5-6:30 p.m. at all elementary schools, including Laird, Meyer and Ward*
*social distancing measures will be in place and masks are required – to enroll online, visit www.tempeschools.org/enroll

Your child’s future is meant to be bright. We offer free, full-day instruction from passionate 
teachers delivering high quality curriculum with before- and afterschool care, too! 

Begin your child’s love of learning in a Tempe Elementary kindergarten class.

5-6:30 p.m. at all elementary schools, including Laird, Meyer and Ward

Begin your child’s love of learning in a Tempe Elementary kindergarten class.

Kindergarten Registration
for 2021-2022 Begins Thursday, January 14, 2021!

Tempe Elementary Kindergarten Program
Where Bright Futures Begin

Your child’s future is meant to be bright.Your child’s future is meant to be bright. We offer free, full-day instruction from passionate 

*social distancing measures will be in place and masks are required – to enroll online, visit www.tempeschools.org/enroll

www.tempeschools.org/kinder • (480) 730-7101

@tempeelementary • #inspirehopeTD3

If your childturns 5 between 
Sept. 1 and Dec. 31, 2021,

contact the school 
to schedule a screener 

BEFORE enrolling.

W. Chandler site for 3-D vehicle technology

Local Motors has signed a 10,000-square-foot 
lease at Chandler Tech Center, 7400 W. Detroit St. 
in West Chandler. 

The new headquarters 
location will have 80 
percent of the building 
dedicated to office space 
with the remaining 
20 percent reserved 
for research and 
development. 

Local Motors is developing the Olli, a 3-D 
printed, autonomous, electric shuttle. The vehicle 
has been deployed at locations around the 
globe, including hospitals, campuses, bases, and 
universities. 

Chandler has developed a growing cluster 
of automotive technology companies, with 
technology giants like Waymo choosing Chandler 
to test autonomous vehicle technology. 

There are multiple other companies in 
Chandler involved in various stages of the 
automotive technology supply chain, such as NXP, 
Garmin, Maxim Integrated, Intel, Rogers and 
ARM. 

Input sought on marijuana regulations
The passage of recreational marijuana 

initiative Prop. 207 was the first step in creating 
new rules, licensing procedures and land use 
regulations regarding marijuana. 

Residents are being invited to take a survey 
regarding the aspects of the ordinance that Tempe 
can regulate. 

The survey will run through Monday, Dec. 
21. Visit tempe.gov/forum to get additional 
information and to respond. 

Once results are tabulated, a proposed 
ordinance will be crafted and sent to both the 
Development Review Commission and the Tempe 
City Council. 

Anyone who would like to watch these 
meetings or participate in them should visit 
tempe.gov/clerk for details. 

Meeting dates are as follows:
• 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12, Development Review 

Commission;  
• 4:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28, Tempe City 

Council Special Meeting, First Public Hearing
• 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11, Tempe City Council 

Regular Meeting, Second and Final Public 
Hearing.

Briefly 
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Happy Holidays!

Holiday 

solid 

waste 

collection 

dates

Christmas Day is 

Friday, Dec. 25, and 

is not a normal 

collection day, 

so it will not be 

aff ected. 

New Year’s Day 

is Friday, Jan. 1, 

and it will also 

not be aff ected. 

All other 

collection days 

will remain the 

same. 

You can always 

call Tempe 311 

(480-350-4311) 

if you have 

questions or 

visit tempe.gov/

SolidWaste.

City partners with ASU
to off er COVID saliva tests

The City of Tempe and ASU are offering 
free COVID-19 saliva tests every Tuesday 
at Cahill Senior Center, 715 W. Fifth St. 

The university’s free saliva-based COVID-19 
test is quick and easy, with results in 24 to 48 
hours. 

Visit tempe.gov/testing to register for a test 
at Cahill Senior Center or find links to other 
testing dates and locations. 

About 40 percent of people who contract 
COVID-19 never experience symptoms, so 
even those who feel fine should consider 
getting tested to stop the unintentional 
spread of the virus. In addition, people should 
be tested if they have: spent more than 15 
minutes within 6 feet of unmasked people not 
in their core group; traveled by air; or been 
exposed to someone who has COVID-19. 

The City of Tempe has an abundance of 
pandemic information and resources at tempe.
gov/coronavirus. Twice a week, we put out a 
COVID-19 focused email update – sign up to 
receive that or any other types of city emails at 
tempe.gov/enews. 

Utility rate adjustments 
will begin in January 

Following a public rate study and 
City Council approval, new rates 
for water and solid waste services 

go into effect Jan. 3. 
The rates are expected to increase the 

utility bill for the median single-family 
home by about $5.19 a month – $3.25 
for water and $1.92 for solid waste 
services. 

These rate adjustments will help 
ensure the reliability and affordability 
of basic water and solid waste services. 
They will also help support the 
replacement of aging infrastructure, 
which will mean fewer water main 
breaks and interruptions to service. 

The increased solid waste collection 
rates will help us continue to address 
important issues like alley conditions, 
recycling diversion and growing the city’s 
green organics program, all of which 
provide a better quality of life and long-
term cost savings to residents. 

Wastewater rates will remain the 
same. 

Water and solid waste services 
are fully funded by ratepayers. Since 
city sales and property taxes do not 
fund these services, the costs must be 
recovered through residents’ monthly 
fees. The 2021 rate adjustments are 
based on a detailed cost of service 
analysis to ensure that each utility 
customer class pays its proportionate 
share of the cost to provide those 
services. 

If you have questions about the rate 
adjustments, contact Customer Service at 
480-350-8361, Monday through Friday, 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. More information about 
the rates and the public process to adjust 
them is at tempe.gov/UtilityRates – click 
on “2020 Utility Rate Study” in the left 
navigation bar.

150 years looks good on us

This new year marks Tempe’s 
150th birthday, also known as our 
sesquicentennial. We will not ask you to say 

that word three times fast. 
For 15 decades, Tempe has innovated, explored, 

grown and become more diverse. Now, a year-long 
celebration of Tempe’s past, present and future is 
underway. Our sesquicentennial will bring together 
businesses and organizations to showcase Tempe 
through a variety of events and interactive digital 
opportunities.  

Tempe History Museum will unveil its new 
feature exhibit, “Tempe 150,” which will bring to 
life photos, videos and artifacts dating back to our 
city’s pioneer founding in 1871. 

It all culminates with a community celebration 
in November. 

Connect to Tempe’s sesquicentennial events and 
exhibit at tempe.gov/tempe150, or call the Tempe 
History Museum at 480-350-5100.

Get your 2021 Loyal-Tee card today!
Tempe residents get can a new Loyal-Tee 

card for just $29 and access the guaranteed 
lowest green fees, discounts on the driving 
range, restaurants and pro shops. 

Visit tempe.gov/GolfTempe for more 
information or ask staff at Ken McDonald 
and Rolling Hills golf courses.

Recognize great neighbors
Now, more than ever, compassionate, close-

knit neighborhoods are a wonderful comfort. 
Every neighborhood has people, properties and 
practices deserving of thanks and recognition. 
Help us celebrate them by nominating a neighbor 
for a Neighborhood Award in categories including 
Neighbor of the Year, Property Beautification, Alley 
Upkeep, Sustainability and Water Conservation. 
Individuals or groups can nominate. 

The submission deadline is Wednesday, Feb. 17. 
All nominees and category winners will be 

celebrated at the 2021 State of the Neighborhoods 
Awards and Workshops on Saturday, April 17. 

Go to tempe.gov/StateoftheNeighborhoods for 
nomination forms and event details as available.
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Kyrene alumnus, now 34, 
finally reaches his ‘cloud 9’ 
achievement of filmmaking 

Christmas Eve 
Candle Lighting Services

First Baptist Church of Tempe
4525 S. McClintock Dr.
Tempe, AZ 85282

4 PM, 6 PM and 8 PM
In Our Modern 

Worship Center

fbc-tempe.org  480.839.0926

Bring the Family

By M.V. Moorhead
wranglernews.com

“Nice shirt.” So says a passerby to a guy in a park. 
It’s just a passing compliment to a stranger, but it sets 
off a strong reaction in its recipient: 

The guy in the purportedly nice shirt is having 
a bad day, and the shirt somehow represents the 
frustrations in his life. He angrily pours his heart out 
to the passerby.

This is the plot of the aptly titled Nice Shirt, a 
short film made in Tempe that premiered recently at 
this year’s pandemic-delayed edition of Phoenix Film 
Festival, slated for March, but not actually held until 
Nov. 12 through 22.

“It’s a microshort,” says Johnny Ysaguirre, the 
Kyrene del Norte alumnus and writer-director of the 
two-minute opus. As the film is still on the festival 
circuit and not available to view, the synopsis above is 

based on the 34-year-old filmmaker’s description. “It 
was one of seven selections in the Native American 
Directed Shorts [program].”

“We shot it in June of 2019,” says Ysaguirre, who is 
of Yaqui heritage. 

“We shot it at Kyrene del Norte, at Redden Park. 
There was a bench there that’s perfect. Then we edited 
through the summer, and it was accepted by Phoenix 
Film Festival.”

Then, of course, as it did to so many other best-laid 
plans, 2020 interfered. “COVID happened, so it didn’t 
get shown until November.”

Of the inspiration for his film, “I grew up watching 
the Spike Lee films,” says Ysaguirre. Lee’s deliberately 
provocative style was an influence. 

“So having a character ask challenging questions, 
and another character not get it, that’s the bar I 
wanted to set. Films should entertain and make you 
think; I wanted this one to make you think first, and 
entertain second.”

This approach apparently worked for the Phoenix 
Film Festival crowd. Despite the masks and social 
distancing necessary at the event, the film was well-
received.

“I still haven’t come down from cloud nine,” says 
Ysaguirre of the experience.

But an even bigger thrill awaited the filmmaker 
at the end of the festival: Nice Shirt won the Donor’s 

Choice Award for Best Short Film, alongside Planet 
George, which won for Showcase Feature, and Max 
Winslow and the House of Secrets, which won in the 
category of competition feature.

“That was another cloud 9,” he says.
Along with filmmaking, Ysaguirre also counts 

music among his creative pursuits.
“I make music on my phone, and upload it to my 

computer for post-production,” he explains. “I financed 
the movie on the proceeds from my music.”

Ysaguirre credits a Kyrene del Norte teacher, 
Richard Moffet, for being one of the sources of his 
creative spirit.

“Mr. Moffet, that’s my guy; I love Mr. Moffet,” he 
says fondly. “He was my teacher in 3rd, 4th and 5th 
grade.”

How’s that again?
“He was our teacher in 3rd grade, then he moved 

up to 4th grade with us. Then he wrote a letter saying, 
I love these kids, I think if we had one more year 
together we could really do some great things.”

Among these “great things,” says Ysaguirre, was 
venturing out in to the world together. “We went to 
ASU on the public bus. We went to Gammage.”

These free-spirited excursions were formative to 
Ysaguirre, who has written a feature film script, as yet 
unproduced.

“Mr. Moffet is a cornerstone for what I do.”

DIVERSIONS
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O Come Let Us Adore Him

480.491.2210  
azcc.org

9325 S. Rural Rd., Tempe, AZ 95284

Follow us on Facebook

Sunday Services 
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00am

Saturday 5:30pm

Christmas Eve Services
Dec. 23 - 6:00pm (mask required section)
Dec. 24 - 3:00pm (mask required section) 

4:30pm & 6:00pm
Live streaming of Dec. 24, 

4:30 & 6:00pm services

Lakeshore Music 
cancels 2021 season 
Tempe Center for the Arts’ closure 
due to COVID-19 pandemic forces 
difficult decision; refunds to begin 
to jazz-concert series subscribers

Tempe-based Lakeshore Music, 
Inc., has canceled its entire six-
concert 2021 winter-spring season 

due to the continued closure of Tempe 
Center for the Arts brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Lakeshore president 
Woody Wilson said that 
those who purchased season 
subscriptions will have their 
money refunded. Subscribers 
are being contacted with 
details.

Lakeshore plans to return 
in September, 2021, with a 
10-concert schedule that will 
run through May of 2022. 

“COVID has resurged 
with a vengeance, and the 
bulk of our 2021 season at 
TCA has evaporated with it,” 
Wilson said. “As of last week, 
City of Tempe management 
has appropriately decided 
that the Tempe Center for the Arts 
will not be open for live indoor 
performances in January, February and 
possibly March. 

“Who knows what comes after March 
and into the spring months? Trying to 
rush a rebound from a global pandemic 
by scheduling live shows has been a 
humbling exercise in futility.”

Lakeshore lost the final three shows 
of its 2019-2020 season last spring due 
to COVID. After the TCA remained 

shuttered into fall of 2020, Lakeshore 
retooled its 2020-2021 lineup into a 
six-show series that was to have begun 
in January 2021 and run through May, 
including a live-streaming option to 
season subscribers who were uneasy 
about attending shows during the 
pandemic. 

“For 12 years, Lakeshore Music has 
been about creating an inviting and 
inspiring musical community for our 
patrons and artists,” Wilson said. “Like 
an art gallery, we hang a new show once 
a month and invite our friends to come 
and enjoy it with us. 

“In the process, a 
welcoming social scene 
has evolved at the TCA, 
where friends meet for 
an elegant evening of 
live jazz in a beautiful 
setting. This season 
would have been our 
best in every respect. 
But, the vagaries of life 
intervened.”

Wilson said that 
he has commitments 
from artists or groups 
for the 2021-22 season 
and is in the process 
of reconfirming and 
rebooking dates with 
them. The new series 

will go on sale in May 2021. 
“And, barring another planetary 

catastrophe, there will be a next 
season,” Wilson said. “We are not alone. 
Venues and presenters throughout the 
world, large and small, are faced with 
the same realities. When it comes to 
live performances, everything is an 
experiment for at least the next year. 
We’ve survived two global economic 
meltdowns and a pandemic. After 12 
years, I have no intention of stopping 
any time soon.”

 
Have you signed up 
for our eEdition yet?

It's easy, it's convenient . . . 
and it's FREE.

Check us out at wranglernews.com
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No one plans a trip to the ER, but it’s at those moments that we
need kindness the most. When you or someone you love needs
help in a hurry, it’s good to know there’s an ER where you’ll be
treated with compassion and understanding. With Online Waiting
Service™, you can even wait at home for your turn to see a doctor.
Find out more at dignityhealth.org/emergency-care.

Tempe – Rural Road 
5125 S. Rural Rd. 
Tempe, AZ 85282 
480.306.8780

From “oh no”
to “okay.”

Chandler 
2977 E. Germann Rd. 
Chandler, AZ 85286 
480.732.7540

Chandler-McQueen 
1064 E. Ray Rd.  
Chandler, AZ 85225 
480.494.5100

ER care with kindness.

You should call 911 or go straight to the emergency room if you feel that you might hurt yourself or 
someone else. All patients will receive a medical screening exam at the emergency room regardless  
of ability to pay. (This does not apply at urgent care centers.)
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Well bread . . . For those whose growing-up years 
meant special meals, artfully prepared for the holiday season, 
no Christmas was complete without the tradition of home-
baked bread, muffi  ns and cookies. It was one of the ways 
Mom instilled in her brood an appreciation for the good things 
in life — including sitting at the table together, sharing stories 
and saving what was to become a lifetime of memories. That's 
why the folks at Great Harvest Bakery in South Tempe look 
forward to their busiest season.  And, of course, the chance to 
reconnect with those who never seem to forget one of their 
most enjoyable times of the year.

Wrangler News photos by Billy Hardiman
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LEARN

LEAD

ACHIEVE
Discover the impact of a Kyrene education

Attend School Showcase Nights
in January and February

For a complete list of event dates and times, visit 
www.kyrene.org/discover

Enrollment begins January 12

480-541-1000

W. Chandler light display brightens 
family's Hanukkah celebration

By Joyce Coronel
wranglernews.com

A towering inflatable dreidel, 
sparkly Stars of David and menorahs in 
green laser lights, plus foot-high, blue 
letters proclaiming “Happy Hanukkah” 
sprouting from the front yard of a 
home in West Chandler made it clear: 
The time for the annual Jewish eight-
day celebration was at hand.

Hanukkah, which this year began 
at sundown Dec. 10 and runs through 
Dec. 18, marks the rededication of the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem around 
200 B.C. The first candle on the 
menorah is lighted on the first evening 
of Hanukkah.

Jed and Danielle Wiltchik, parents 
of two young sons, moved into the 
neighborhood last spring and quickly 
became known for their elaborate 
holiday yard decorations. Their street 
had never had a Hanukkah light 
display. That is, until now.

“Hanukkah—it’s tradition,” Jed 
explained. “We both were raised in 
families that are deeply rooted in 
Jewish tradition and it’s why we met 
on JDate.”

The Jewish dating website has 
paired thousands of Jewish couples 
over the last two decades, including 
Jed’s brother and sister-in-law.

“Hanukkah is a minor holiday so 
it’s really about festivities and having 
fun and teaching the kids about 
the history of our people,” Danielle 
explained. “The story is very important. 
You read the story and you explain 
to them about Judas Maccabeus and 
you explain to them about the battle 
of allowing yourself to believe in one 
God.”

Inside their home, blue tinsel 

wraps around the bannister and Stars 
of David are still further reminders of 
the family’s faith.  Then there are the 
culinary delights of the season: latkes 
(potato pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly 
doughnuts) among them.

“The word ‘Hanukkah’ means 
dedication, so you dedicate yourself 
back to believing in one thing, which 
is our God,” Danielle said. “We do 
that through the festivities of playing 
dreidel, eating latkes, sufganiyot, 
lighting candles, singing songs and 
saying our prayers.”

Garrison, 11, and Griffin, 9, receive 
gifts, too, as part of the holiday fun.

Though it comes during the same 
month as Christmas this year (some 
years it falls in November) the Jewish 
celebration of Hanukkah, the family 
noted, is not a substitute for the 
Christian holiday.

“It is not something that we’re in 
a competition, but everyone has their 
own beliefs and their own religion,” 
Danielle said. “We teach our children 
to respect all religions and we teach 
them by explaining to them and 
answering any questions they have 
about it.”

As for the light-filled Hanukkah 
display in the Wiltchik’s front yard, it’s 
definitely been noticed.

“A lot of people have been stopping 
by,” Jed said. “They tell us, ‘We love 
your display!’”

Other Jewish holy days, such as 
Yom Kippur, are solemn affairs. Not so 
with Hanukkah.

“We always go over the top,” 
Danielle said, chuckling. “For us, it’s a 
minor holiday and a joyous holiday—so 
many times you don’t get a chance to 
just celebrate, have fun and enjoy.”  
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Tempe helps its residents 
navigate fi nancial challenges

fashion 
designer

lawyer

Tempe Middle SchoolsTempe 
Where Bright Futures Begin

Tempe Middle SchoolsTempe 
Where Bright Futures BeginWhere Bright Futures Begin

Find the best fit 
for your child.

computer game designer

chef

architect

Join Us at our
Virtual Middle School Orientations

More info: www.tempeschools.org/middleschool

musician

robotics 
engineer

teacher
Who does 

your child
dream 

to be?

nurse

bank
manager

veterinarian

artist

video-
grapher

scientist

doctor

The first virtual event will premiere on January 21, 2021 at 10 a.m.

Blizzard or Royal Treat
Buy One get the 2nd at 99¢ Not valid with other offers. 

Equal or lesser value. 
Valid at these locations only.

WE  ARE  OPEN

SE Corner Southern
/ McClintock

480.426.0010

NW Corner 
Elliot/Rural

480.831.7274

YOU’RE STILL HUNGRY.
DQ is ready to feed you.  
Come in for Carry Out 

and Drive-Thru.

Durin g the holiday season, it’s not uncommon for 
people to spend a little more than usual, sometimes 
exacerbating an already precarious financial situation. 
The economic difficulties brought on by the pandemic 
have made 2020 even more challenging than usual.

There is help sorting out financial worries via a 
no-cost Financial Navigator Program that began last 
October and is still going strong. The program helps 
Tempe residents impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic 
connect with financial resources, understand how to 
work with creditors and maximize their income.

Residents receive one-on-one assistance over the 
phone and can tailor a plan to their specific needs, 
everything from applying for rent assistance to 
managing college loans to finding free tax help.

The city of Tempe launched the program in 
partnership with the national nonprofit Cities for 
Financial Empowerment Fund. 

The city’s human services department has been 
awarded an $80,000 grant to implement the program; 
Tempe is the only Arizona city awarded the CFE Fund 
grant.

“We know that many of our residents have 
been impacted financially by the pandemic and are 
overwhelmed right now trying to sort through all of 
the information about available programs and services,” 
said Tempe Mayor Corey Woods. 

“Having access to a financial navigator who can 
provide one-on-one guidance is really critical. We want 
any individual or family to reach out and get the help 
they need quickly during this difficult time.” 

Information: finnav.org/tempe. 
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Remodeling? 
Let’s relook at 
your insurance.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

If you’ve done any home 
renovations, it’s time to 
review your coverage and 
make sure you’ve got the 
protection you need.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708139

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

Gerald Philpot
There has been a petition for  
grandparental rights case no. 

D0201400339. 
 

You have 20 days to respond in  
writing and serve all parties.  
This case may be changed to  

Maricopa County, but at this time it 
is Gila County. 

1400 E. Ash St., Globe, AZ 85501

Fully Open  
for All Dental Needs

Yeti Coolers, Duracell Auto Keys & Fobs, Traeger & Weber Grills, 
Scott’s Lawn Products & Craftsman Tools, Window & Door Screen 

Repair, Glass Cutting, Window Repair, Lock Re-keying, 
Paint Color Matching, Propane Exchange,

Auto Chip Key Cutting & MORE!

 1805 E. Baseline Rd. Tempe
SE Corner of Baseline & McClintock

 480.839.2623

Tempe was honored by the 
Human Rights Campaign for 
its perfect score of 100 in the 
2020 Municipal Equality Index, 
extending the city’s seven-year run 
of perfect scores in the measure of 
inclusive policies for the LGBTQ 
community. 

“Equality is a central value to 
all who live and work in the City of 
Tempe,” Mayor Corey Woods said. 

“We are proud to have achieved 
a perfect score on the MEI 
consistently since 2014. 

“The Tempe City Council looks 
forward to continuing to advance 

equality in every service, program 
and policy to ensure we are a 
welcoming city to all.”

The MEI examines how 
inclusive municipal laws, policies, 
and services are of LGBTQ 
people who live and work in a 
municipality. 

Cities are rated based on 
non-discrimination laws, the 
municipality as an employer, 
municipal services, law 
enforcement and the city 
leadership's public position on 
equality.

The 2020 MEI analyzed 506 U.S. 
cities. The national average city 
score was 64. 

Phoenix and Tucson were the 
only other Arizona cities to score 
100. 

Tempe also earned nine bonus 
points for its domestic-partner 
benefits program, for providing 
services for LGBTQ youth and 
homeless people as well as for those 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

Points were awarded for LGBTQ 
leadership in Tempe. 

Information: hrc.org/resources/
municipal-equality-index

Tempe earns ‘perfect’ score on equality index
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Tempe+Home

tempe.gov/holidays

Make Tempe your home for the holidays.

Shop your favorite local businesses, share some holiday cheer at our 
restaurants or have a family staycation at one of our beautiful hotels.

Take the shop local challenge: Purchase three holiday gifts from a Tempe 
small business. Your gifts will bring smiles to your friends, to the small business 
owners and to our community. Tag @tempegov on Instagram or email us a 
photo at business@tempe.gov of you taking the challenge and you could win 
a great Tempe prize!

Buy digital gift cards: Browse more than 100 stores and restaurants through 
Tempe-based Hownd. We’ll have a weekly gift certificate giveaway for anyone 
who buys through Hownd. Download the free 
MyHownd app or visit: 

tempe.gov/holidays  

20Dec-EconDev-Shop-Wrangler2.indd   120Dec-EconDev-Shop-Wrangler2.indd   1 11/24/2020   1:12:26 PM11/24/2020   1:12:26 PM
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edwardjones.com

Are you invested 
properly? Get a second 
opinion.

Joseph B Ortiz, AAMS®, CRPS® 
Financial Advisor

8950 S 52nd St Suite 209 
Tempe, AZ 85284 
480-753-7664

Member SIPC

Much has happened in the last 9 
months, and many in the community have 
been upset by the response of area school 
districts. Concerned with the direction of 
the Tempe Union High School District, I 
decided to act and run for the Governing 
Board. 

A latecomer to the race, I gathered 
almost 4 times the required signatures in 
just over two weeks. 

In the end, I received over 40,000 votes, 
coming in 4th out of 8 candidates - narrowly 
missing a seat on the Board. I am so thankful 
for the community’s support!  We can be 
proud of our efforts to take a stand for 
students and families.

Recently, Tempe Union made the 
decision to return to 100% virtual 
learning, further discouraging families 
already struggling in the hybrid format. 
Unfortunately, in an article he wrote for the 
last edition of the Wrangler News, writer 
Tony Gutierrez failed to identify the true 
concerns of parents frustrated with this 
decision.  

By focusing on side issues, Gutierrez 
missed the whole point of why parents 
are concerned about the return to virtual 
learning. We are exasperated because many 
of our kids NEED to be in school. Children 
are failing classes at an alarming rate, and 

their mental health is deteriorating.  Experts 
have stated that schools should not close; 
that the safest place for kids is in school. Yet 
our administrators refuse to acknowledge 
that recommendation. 

Districts say they are led by data, 
but the data shows that schools are not 
super-spreaders. Schools should be the 
absolute last thing to close, but instead, 
area school districts have taken the opposite 
approach. Families need schools to provide 
learning options for the whole community 
– particularly marginalized students who 
are less likely to have the resources and the 
support of engaged adults who can advocate 
for them. 

Parents have been begging Tempe Union 
to give students the OPTION for full-time 
in-person learning since June. TUHSD was 
the only hold out in the East Valley - the only 
district not giving students a 5-day option. 
Consequently, students are not engaged, 
they are not learning, and their grades 
are suffering. Faced with the educational 
malpractice of the district, many families will 
leave to find schools that are committed to 
doing their job. Other families have resolved 
to not go away quietly. One way or another, 
parents will continue to push back until our 
kids get the education they desperately need.

— Lori Bastian  

we hear you
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Look Your Best For 
The Holidays

Massage
Diamond Dermabrasion
Hydro Facial / Micro Needling
Body Waxing / Body Sugaring

1726 East Southern Ave. #4
480.200.8101

tempeskinandbodyspa.com
Follow us on Facebook

Look Your Best For Look Your Best For 
The Holidays
Look Your Best For Look Your Best For 
The Holidays
Look Your Best For 
The Holidays
Look Your Best For Look Your Best For 

UV SANITIZER WAND 
on site, kills bacteria and germs!

Tempe Skin & Body Spa
Bring this ad for 20% off any package

Gift Cards are the perfect Holiday Gift!
10% off Luxury Skin Care package

$10 OFF

Wishing All Our Customers A Very Happy Holiday Season.

25% OFF ALL  

Christmas Merchandise

4939 W. Ray Road
Chandler, AZ 85226 

480.686.8064
Valid 12/17/2020 through 12/31/2020 at this participating store.

UA Chandler master's 
studies said to be ideal 
fit for city's growing 
Price Corridor 

The Chandler Economic Development 
Division and the University of 
Arizona’s James E. Rogers College 

of Law have announced a Master of 
Legal Studies program, offering flexible 
online coursework and the option to meet 
in-person weekly in Chandler.

The program is designed to equip 
the Chandler workforce to address a 
growing need for professionals with 
legal training in business, government 
and nonprofit settings, at the same time 
creating a stronger workforce.

Chandler’s business environment 
and world-class labor force have made it 
an attractive location for companies of 
all sizes and industries, especially along 
the recently honored Price Corridor, 
according to officials. 

“The University of Arizona’s 
commitment to delivering quality 
higher education options in Chandler 
has played a key role in building our 
talented workforce,” Chandler Mayor 
Kevin Hartke said.  

“I look forward to supporting the 
University of Arizona’s continued 
expansion as our community continues 
to attract world-class companies in need 
of a diverse labor force.”

Marc Miller, UA dean and professor 
of law added that the Master of Legal 
Studies degree delivered at UA Chandler 
is a natural expansion of one of the 
college’s fastest-growing and most 
adaptable degree programs.

“We are excited to bring to Chandler 
our exceptional faculty and wide range 
of courses, as well as opportunities 
for professional development and 
connection to the large law school and 
huge University of Arizona Phoenix-area 
alumni base,” Miller said.

The course consists of a 30-unit, 
flexible graduate program focused on 
building legal and critical-thinking 
skills, along with expertise in such areas 
as regulation, compliance, negotiations, 
human resources, law enforcement 
and working with corporations, public 
agencies and tribal governments.

Miller noted a growing demand for 
professionals with legal training. 

“The degree provides students with 
legal foundations which can support 
their current work in a wide range of 
industry and public settings,” Miller 
said. 

“For others, it will be a lever to 
advance their career paths.”

The Master of Legal Studies program 
is headquartered at UA Chandler, 125 
E. Commonwealth Ave., on the second 
floor of the Community Center. 

On average, students complete the 
program in 21 months, officials say, and 
course schedules can be customized. 
There are spring, summer and fall 
semester starts and offerings. 

Beginning in spring 2021, the 
program will offer the option of 
in-person class meetings on Thursday 
evenings, safety permitting and 
consistent with University of Arizona 
re-entry directives.

Information: chandler.arizona.edu/
programs/graduate



DEC 19, 2020  -  JAN 8, 2021     •      PAGE 24     •     WRANGLERNEWS.COM

GolfTempe LoyalTeeWranglerAd 5x5.375.indd   1GolfTempe LoyalTeeWranglerAd 5x5.375.indd   1 11/23/2020   3:08:29 PM11/23/2020   3:08:29 PM

FREE
GIRLS CLINICS

Nov 14 / 9-10am 
Dec 5 / 9-10am 
Jan 9 / 9-10am

OPEN TO ALL AGES
Desert Breeze Park 

cdsgirlslax@gmail.com
Join our high school 

girls LAX team!

Nov 14 / 9-10am 

Corona del Sol qualified 15 girls and took 14th place in the AIA Swimming and Diving DI State Championships last month at Skyline Aquatic Center. 
Samantha Arredondo, a junior, took sixth in the 50- and 100-yard freestyle races. She set the school record in the 50 free with 24.27 seconds. 
Swimmers from the McClintock High School State Qualifier Meet include, Bottom row, from left: Ashley Byron, Annisa Rios, Lauren Swindler, Macy 
Haugland, Alexis Pyatt, Callista Baluha, Samantha Arredondo. Top row: Kennedy Farnsworth, Natalia Bengoa, Julie Bengoa, Giada Schmidtknecht, 
Kirsten Marquis, Jenna Johnson, Danielle Bertout, Daytona Duggan. Not pictured: Isabel Silva, Brea Zandt, Karina Van Der Geest.

Looking back at 
prep fall sports

Arizona high school fall sports seasons were delayed and for the 
most part shortened due to COVID-19 but the AIA was able to 
organize and, in some cases, modify state championship games 

or tournaments. 
Here’s how area teams fared:

SPORTS . . . with Alex Zener
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Viewing 
For All

The Games!

All-You-Can-Eat
All Day! $10.95

$1.50 Tacos
$3 Cervezas
$4 Margaritas

6463 S. Rural Road • Tempe • 480.897.2127 • bogeysgrillaz.com
S.E. Corner • Rural & Guadalupe / Behind Circle K & Dutch Bros.

Dog Friendly Patio

BUY ONE GET ONE

Limit one coupon 
per table per day.

APPETIZERS

$3 Mimosas • $5 Bloody Marys

Corona del Sol cross-country
Corona del Sol High’s boys team took fifth place 

in the Division I Southeast at the AIA Sectionals 
Crossroad meet in late October with 166 points. 

Sophomore Tyler Tisinger was the first Aztec 
to cross the finish line, in 10th place, with a time of 
17 minutes, 3.8 seconds. He was followed by junior 
Diego Diaz in 30th place, junior Callum Rohrer in 
35th, freshman Zachary Wiesner in 40th, sophomore 
Diego Frausto in 51st, junior Bennett Gunning in 
60th and sophomore Grant Murad in 61st among 94 
runners.

Tisinger was the only runner from Corona in the 
AIA State Cross Country Division I 5,000 Meters 
Championships Nov. 12 at Crossroads Park in Gilbert, 
where he finished 24th with a time of 16:26.3. 

At the Southeast Division I Sectionals, the Corona 
girls team placed fifth with 125 points as seven runners 
finish the 5,000-meter race in the top 32 among 83 
runners.

Leading the way was freshman Angelina Hickey, 
who took ninth place in 21:17.0. Corona’s next six 
runners were not far behind with senior Dalee 
Higgins in 23rd place, freshman Paige Davies-
Boerner in 25th, sophomore Kimberly Musgrave in 
27th, junior Ashlinn Aguayo in 29th, senior Peyton 
Burnside in 31st and junior Ashley Lutes in 32nd.

In the AIA State Cross Country Division I 
Championships, Hickey took 47th place in 20:06.5, 
followed by Higgins in 54th place, Musgrave in 66th, 

Burnside in 69th, Aguayo in 74th, Lutes in 75th and 
Davies-Boerner in 81st among 97 runners.

Corona golf
Corona had five girls qualify and play in the 2020 

AIA Division I State Championship golf tournament 
Oct. 26-27 at Tucson National, where the Aztecs took 
ninth place.

Caroline Formisano, in 27th place, was Corona’s 
top golfer. She was followed by Karissa Flores, who 
tied for 48th place, Ashlyn Carpenter, tied for 50th 
place, Bellamaria Martini, 53rd, and Elizabeth 
Iverson, 54th. 

Corona’s boys had three golfers qualify for the 2020 
AIA Division I State Championships Oct. 28-29 at 
Tucson National.

Nick Morrow placed 14th among the 96 golfers. 
Morrow fired a 75 the first day. On the second day, he 
shaved six strokes to card 69 for a 144 total. 

Alex Seibal placed 65th with 170 and Jordan 
Turner 68th at 172.

Corona badminton 
Corona was represented by Merilyn Li, the No. 7 

seed, in singles Nov. 7 at Independence High School. 
Li defeated a Valley Vista player 21-10, 21-12 in the first 
round but lost a hard-fought battle to the No. 2 seed 
from Perry in the quarterfinals, 21-19, 20-22, 21-17.

Kayla McDonald and Megan Kirchhardt 

qualified to play in the doubles championship. 
Entering the tournament unranked, they took on No. 
3 Mountain Ridge. McDonald and Kirchhardt played 
a competitive first game, losing, 22-20, but lost their 
momentum in the second game and fell, 21-15.

Ranked No. 16, with a 5-7 regular season record, 
Corona qualified for the team portion of the state 
tournament but unfortunately had to play Perry, the 
No. 1 team, in the first round on Nov. 9, and lost, 5-0. 

Corona football
Corona, after an 8-0 regular season, was selected to 

the eight-team Open State Championship, where only 
the elite teams are chosen.

The Aztecs, as the No. 7 seed, were noted for their 
high-scoring offense and their stingy defense as they 
mauled foe after foe during the regular season. 

But in the Open Division quarterfinals, they were 
matched against No. 2 Hamilton on Nov. 27. The 
Huskies had lost only to nationally ranked and No. 1 
seed Chandler during the regular season. The Aztecs 
experienced big-time Arizona High School football up 
close and personal in their 50-0 loss to Hamilton that 
ended their season. 

Chandler and Hamilton, who seem to always be in 
the state championship mix, went on to play against 
each other in the championship game, where Chandler 
again edged Hamilton, 23-21, for the Wolves’ fifth 

— SPORTS, Page 31
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Lighting up the holidays
Even though this year has dimmed some of our most looked-

forward-to Christmas 

celebrations, 

the lights 

along Mill 

Avenue — and 

again, as in 

years past , 

the beloved 

display 

at Pollack Center, 

right, — brighten 

our spirits.

Photos by

Billy Hardiman for 

Wrangler News

forward-to Christmas 

at Pollack Center, 

right, — brighten 
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Wrangler News is distributed every other Saturday 
throughout the year to 20,000 homes & rack locations in 

Tempe & Chandler
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— Phoenix magazine 
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Editor: Joyce Coronel
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For Sale 
Kill Coronavirus and Germs! Buy MIL-X 

Disinfectant Cleaner Concentrate. Also controls Mold 

and Mildew. Available Online: homedepotcom

Help Wanted
Great Harvest Bread Co is looking for both 

customer service and baking team members. Pay 

is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in and fill out an 

application 1730 E. Warner Rd., Tempe

Services
ALTCS/Medicaid-AZ Long-Term Care System — 

Need help to pay for Long-Term Care? Stay in your 

home, have your unlicensed family member(s) be paid 

by Arizona-ALTCS to provide your needed care! Call/

Text 480-203-9592 or Visit ALTCSecrets.com 9/21

Cabinets—We can guide you through the new 

cabinet process for your kitchen, bath or laundry room; 

call Jim @ 602-825-2580; Red Rock Cabinet Co.  1/21

Carpentry — Carpentry, Concrete, Drywall, 

Stucco, Roofing, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Patios, 

Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms. Call Roger 480-215-

3373. rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Plans if needed. 

Lic. Bond. Ins. 12/20

Concrete — All your concrete needs. Quality 

concrete work, slabs, footings , pavers , re-route 

sprinklers, hard landscaping. Tempe based since 

1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e mail 

rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, bonded and Ins. 

12/20

Drywall, Stucco and paint—Call or text for a free 

estimate: 480-215-3373. All textures perfect match. 

Compare our prices to non-licensed contractors. 

Discount for vets and teachers. 12/20

Garage Door — Garage Door Service, Broken 

Springs Replaced.  Prompt professional service, 

Repair & Installation, no extra charge for evenings and 

weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-251-8610.  

2/21

Handyman — Handy Man Dan for all your home 

and yard repairs, call Dan at 480-763-8379. Carpentry, 

plumbing, painting, electrical. I do it all. Specializing 

in the Kyrene Corridor. Local Resident with over 20 

years’ experience. Not a licensed contractor, just a 

perfectionist. Free Estimates. 9/21

Handyman — Honey-Do Handyman – 

General Repair and Maintenance. Electrical, home 

entertainment hookups, plumbing, install ceiling fans, 

fixtures, phone jacks and most repair jobs. Clean, neat 

and dependable. 25 years’ experience. Not a licensed 

contractor - Make your list and call Ron 480-233-1834 

or 480-736-1599. 1/21

House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH CLEANING 

- Serving the Valley for Over 25 Years. Affordable 

Service with Quality and 

Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. Excellent 

references. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-7000 1/21

House Cleaning — Need help cleaning? Don’t 

have time, or don’t want to spend your days off 

cleaning? I’m here to help. Trustworthy, reliable, 

honest, friendly, dedicated with references upon 

request! Personaltouchcleaning.info 480-331-5234   

Call for FREE Estimate. 480-838-4066 or 602-481-

7000. 12/20

House Cleaning — JENNIFER’S HOUSE 

CLEANING – Not enough time in a day?? We provide 

quality professional cleaning! Super dependable. 

Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly. Call for a free phone 

quote. References avail. 20 years’ experience Bonded 

– AG0601, insured-46871. It’s a CLEAR choice!!! CALL 

480-833-1027.  2/21

Landscaping—Tree cutting, tree removal, 

reseeding, brush removal, irrigation, clean-ups, 

pavers, weeding, garden designing 602-900-0667; 

wshomemaintenance.com 3/21

Painting — Village Painting – Interior/Exterior 

painting, drywall repair with texture matching, custom 

faux finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also welcome. 

(ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 814-1588. 1/21

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—Weekly 

Service, GREEN pool Clean-ups , the only company 

where the owner has a degree in hydrology! Insured, 

Certified Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service & 

Repair, 480-694-1158.  3/21

Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – 

Specializing in all phases of construction. Rain gutters, 

Downspouts, Aluminum and Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, 

replacement windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. 

We love small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. Licensed, 

bonded and insured. ROC #112275. 11/20

Remodeling — English Building Company, LLC, 

General Contractor, Your Neighborhood Contractor, 

Remodeling, Additions, Kitchens, Bathrooms, See 

Project Pictures and Customer references online at 

www.englishbuilding.net, Tempe Native, Licensed, 

Bonded, Insured ROC 189470 Call today for a free 

estimate  480-603-8813.  12/20

Remodeling — Infinity Remodel specializing in 

Tempe home remodels, repairs and so much more! We 

are your one-stop shop for all your home improvement 

needs. Free estimates. Licensed. Bonded. Insured. ROC 

#228281 480-999-1385.  11/20

Sprinkler & Drip Repair—AQUA MASTERS 

Specializing In: System Check-Ups; Valves, 

Heads, Timers; Leak Detection; Wire Locating and 

Troubleshooting; Brown Spots & Low Pressure 

Problems; 30+Years’ Experience, Quality Service; 480-

478-0073 www.AquamastersAz.com 10/20

Storage—Elliot Kyrene Storage: Rent 

affordable, secure, climate-controlled storage units 

in Tempe 85284; all units on ground level and 

individually alarmed; onsite manager, 480-418-6946, 

elliotkyrenestorage.com 3/21

T H E  P L A C E  W E  C A L L  H O M E

 T E M P E  &  W E S T  C H A N D L E R

WRANGLER
NEWS



DEC 19, 2020  -  JAN 8, 2021     •      PAGE 29     •     WRANGLERNEWS.COM

General Contractor ROC 189470
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Visit us online at 
www.englishbuilding.net

Owner, Paul English

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Patio Covers • Flooring

Windows & Doors
Landscaping & More

Call for a FREE estimate

480-603-8813

REMODELING / ADDITIONS

PROTECT YOUR SEATS FROM 
KIDS, PETS AND SPILLS!

• EASY DEPLOYMENT
• WINDSHIELD MOUNTED
• REDUCES UP TO 50˚
• NO STORING 

FREE INSTALLATION *SOME EXCEPTIONS

FACTORY
OUTLET STORE

615 W Knox Rd. Tempe  ( 4 8 0 ) 9 6 7 ¯ 16 7 5    
DASHDESIGNS.COM

SERVICE
Garage Door
• Broken Springs Replaced
• Prompt Professional Service
• Repair & Installation
• Bonded and Insured

not a licensed contractor

480-251-8610

REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Neighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you knowNeighborhood Services by Neighborhood Businesses you know

Announcements appearing 
in our Neighborhood Services 
section are placed by local busi-
ness owners who want to be a 
reliable go-to source that you 
can trust now and in the future. 
Ads in this section appear in 6 
consecutive issues at a cost of 
$150, plus tax, which includes an 
accompanying classified ad at no 
additional charge. Call 480-966-
0837 for information.

J.A.K. Construction Inc.
Specializing in all phases of Home Remodeling

• Rain Gutters
• Downsprouts
• Aluminum &
  Vinyl Siding
• Overhang 
   trim/eaves

• Replacement
  Windows
• AZ Rooms

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC112275

480-820-8711
jakconstructioninc.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Ky rrene Corrido
Re esid nts

Jennifers,
House Cleaning 
Quality Professional Cleaning

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

20 Years Experience-Bonded & Insured

480.833.1027

Not Enough Time in the day? Call

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

Starting @ $60/Month!  GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
 ELECTRICAL
 FAN INSTALLATIONS
 PLUMBING
 CARPENTRY
 HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS

 RON MINER

480-233-1834 
480-736-1599

Your Honey-Do  
HANDYMAN

Not a licensed contractor

602.825.2580

• Kitchen • Bathroom 
• Office • Laundry

FREE CABINET DESIGN 
Redrockcabinets.com 
Visit our showroom @

5865 W. Ray Road, St. 2 
Chandler - 85226

ROOFING
Maintenance starting

at $250. Free Estimates
on Re-roofs.

480-446-7663
Spencer 4 Hire Roofing

Lic #244850

HANDYMAN
Semi-Retired

General Contractor
Need small jobs done

around the house?

Call John
480-772-7649 cell

Not a licensed contractor

480-215-3373

Time for an 
UPGRADE?

We install doors and windows
Start energy-saving today!

R. CHILD 
CUSTOM CARPENTRY
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed, bonded & insured

480-999-1385
w w w.InfinityRemodel.com

Full Remodels
Kitchen / Bath
Flooring
Painting
HVAC
Electrical / Plumbing

Licensed, Bonded 
and Insured

Infinity Property Services, LLC
ROC #228281

Unlimited Tree Trimming 
& Yard Cleanup 

Saia Pulotu
480-201-8966

WE DO COMPLETE
Tree Trimming, 
Yard Cleanup, 

Weeding, Pruning, 
Desert Landscaping, 

Removal & Hauling of Anything.
Reasonable Reliable & Prompt

DD Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

This space is 
AVAILABLE!

6 Issues FULL COLOR $165

 Issues BLACK & WHITE $140       

Call 480.966.0837
for information.

Landscape/ Irrigation
Tree removal/ Stump grinding

FREE Quotes!
wshomemaintenance.com

(602) 900-0667
When Referring 
a Friend or Neighbor20% OFF

ELLIOT KYRENE STORAGE

480.418.6946 
elliotkyrenestorage.com

Rent affordable, secure,  
climate controlled storage! All units on 
ground level and individually alarmed, 

with on-site manager.

480-694-1158

Weekly Service. Equipment Repair/ 
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

CALL TODAY  
for a free water quality assessment
10% off all drains
No worries 
Just jump in!

ARIZONA OASIS  
Pool Service & Repair



The Tempe Chamber Women in Business Council, in partnership with presenting sponsor BD- Becton Dickinson, is 
pleased to announce the 2021 Speaker Series: Lessons for Life & Leadership.

This series consists of four dynamic sessions, each led by a leader in their industry who will speak on topics that discuss 
leadership best practices, stories of how being unique can help you succeed, how to future-proof your career and much 
more. The speakers will address unique challenges and opportunities through storytelling while offering practical advice 
on how to apply what they have learned to your career path.

The four live sessions will take place through an online platform weekly starting Friday January 22nd at 9:00 am with the 
final session on February 12th, 2021.  To learn more and register, visit www.tempechamber.org/events.

Tempe Chamber Announces 2021 Leadership Speaker Series

2021
Presenting 

Sponsor

Rima Alameddine, PharmaD
Vice President of Global Oncology

BD - Becton Dickinson

David Neisen, Ed.D
Vice President of Field HR 

PetSmart

Jeffrey Cherry
CEO & Executive Director
Conscious Venture Lab

Shop & play local this season with 
Hownd for the Holidays!

Erika Amoako-Agyei
Business Coach

Stanford University 
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 LA  CASA DE JUANA  
 
 

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe  • Pollack Cinemas Center  •  480-820-0837

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH 
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND 
MOUTHWATERING FOOD  

 
If you think you have been to a Mexican 
restaurant lately you probably need to 
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic, we mean it! 
Upon entering, you’ll be dazzled by the 
colorful décor, beautiful tables and 
chairs, Mexican painted murals, 
colorful banners hanging from the 
ceiling and beautiful art.   

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this 
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give 
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great 
food, awesome salsa,  great service and 
amazing ambience. Don’t forget happy 
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every  day 
with $2 beer (domestic and imports) 
and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa, 
the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 

Check out our menu or order online at 
juanashouse.com  

consecutive state title.

Marcos football
Marcos de Niza, No. 10 in 4A with a 4-4 regular-

season record, played No. 7 Northwest Christian in a 
4A Conference play-in game for a chance to advance to 
the quarterfinals of the 4A state playoffs. 

The Padres’ quest ended in a 21-7 loss on Nov. 
20. Marcos gained momentum after a touchdown in 
the second quarter on a 2-yard run by junior Isaiah 
Williams on his only carry of the game. Sophomore 
kicker Damian Gonzales made the PAT, and the 
Padres were down, 14-7 at the half.

Then Marcos stalled again in the second half. They 
rushed 188 yards, 109 of those from senior Jayden 
Calderone on 29 carries.

The Padres struggled passing the ball. 
Sophomore quarterback Juan Lopez, starting only 

his second game, connected on four of seven passes 
for 28 yards. 

On defense, Isaiah Williams led the padres with 
an amazing nine solo tackles and two assisted tackles, 
including three for lost yards. Williams also had three 

quarterback sacks.
Although the season was short for to the 25 

seniors due to the pandemic, it will be forever in their 
memory.

Quarterback Antonio Hernandez played in six 
games completing 70 passes for 1,017 yards and 13 
touchdowns. He was the third-leading rusher on the 
team with 29 carries for 68 yards.

Calderon was the rushing leading with 147 carries 
for 895, or an average of almost 112 yards per game. He 
scored six touchdowns. 

He also was the second-leading receiver with 10 
catches for 52 yards.

Nico Updyke, playing in seven games, was the 
receiving leader with 34 catches for 499 yards and nine 
touchdowns. Ralphie Armenta was third with seven 
catches for 101 yards and one touchdown.

Tracy Williams scored six touchdowns rushing 
and had 495 yards on 65 carries in seven games, while 
Jacob Irick rushed for 107 yards on 24 carries, scoring 
one touchdown. 

Chris Ramirez played in one game where he 
carried the ball one time rushing for three yards to 
score a touchdown for the Padres.

Additional senior offensive players include Tyrik 
Jones, with one carry for 86 yards and a rushing 
touchdown, Erik Hernandez with two receptions, 
and Nathan Camarena with four receptions for a 
total of 115 yards.

Senior standouts on defense include Irick, the 
second-leading tackler, with 58 tackles and four sacks; 
Treat Williams with 38 tackles, two sacks and one 
interception; Jackob Vandorn with 27 tackles, one 
interception and one sack; Collin Gordon with 22 
tackles and one sack; Kaybre Parker with 13 tackles 
and one sack; Daivon Nelson with 17 tackles and one 
interception; Isaiah Duncan with 14 tackles and one 
sack; and Noah Martinez with five tackles and one 
sack in five games.

Additional senior players playing defense include 
Karter Kane, Zachery Paiz, Schofar Hill, Kobe 
McConnell, Jaylen Thompson, Victor Mariscal, 
Enrique Ruiz, and Javen Mariscal.

Winter high school sports start delayed
Winter sports have been modified by the AIA. 

Competition begins Jan. 5 and ends the regular season 
no later than Feb. 19, including any play-in games. 

Teams must have a minimum of 14 days of 
practice before any competition and there will be no 
scrimmages, invitational tournaments or regional 
tournaments allowed. 

A complete list of the requirements and 
restrictions can be found online at aiaonline.org/
files/17250/2020-winter-sports-modifications.pdf.

Sports
From Page 25
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Patti Agnew
Realtor

Scott Agnew
Operating Principal

“Call Us First”
480-797-2892

Scott and Patti are on your side during COVID-19

Each Keller Williams Offi ce is Independently Owned and Operated

We give you a direct cash offer.We give you a direct cash offer.

We’ll buy your house,We’ll buy your house,
no hassle, quick cash.no hassle, quick cash.

Save Thousands Buying Save Thousands Buying 
Your Dream Home.Your Dream Home.

Traditional MLS listing.Traditional MLS listing.

List with us to put List with us to put 
the most money the most money 

in your pocket at closing.in your pocket at closing.

We loan you the money We loan you the money 
to stage your house to to stage your house to 

sell for top dollar. sell for top dollar. 

Concierge Service.Concierge Service.

Keller MortgageKeller Mortgage
“Zero Cost”“Zero Cost”


