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Evergreen Board of
Trustees approves 
continuing distance
learning for remainder
of the school year

A
t a special meeting on De‐
cember 3, the Evergreen
School District Board of

Trustees approved continuing
distance learning for its TK‐8 stu‐
dents and bringing back small
stable cohorts for targeted vul‐
nerable and at risk student
groups for the 2020‐21 school
year. 

“Our Evergreen schools need to
open to students in a way that is
not only safe, but also provides
students the best approaches to
instruction and engagement,”
said Dr. Flores. “With the Hybrid
Learning Model, students would
have had reduced live instruc‐
tional time, reduced social inter‐
action with each other, and, due
to strict social distancing, teach‐
ers would not have the ability to
facilitate effective instruction or
projects in the ways they could
before the pandemic, but are do‐
ing successfully through distance
learning.” 

See DISTANCE LEARNING, page 16

By John Goldstein
Lead Pastor. 

Grace Church of Evergreen
It’s winter.  
We bring out lights to shine in

the darkness!  It’s all part
of our religious belief;
whether we practice reli‐
gion or not.

Light and dark are to
be taken seriously. Dark‐
ness can threaten life.
Bad characters in movies
are usually in black to im‐
ply the power of evil or
destruction.  Boo to you
Darth Vader...!

The Hindu festival of
Diwali and the Christian
festival of Christmas both
tackle the power of dark‐
ness that surrounds us in
life. Christian and Hindu
stories intertwine similar

portrayals of the evil of darkness
and the significance of light to us
humans.  

Diwali is a religious festival that
celebrates the victory of the god of

light over the god of darkness.
Light displays, social events and
food focus on light in contrast to
the darkness.  The god of light kills
the god of darkness in this Hindu

story.  Light prevails!!!  Thank
God.  Humans cannot live without
light.  

Christians draw the same con‐
clusion about the significance of

light in their Christmas
Story with a twist.  The
baby Jesus is born in the
darkness of ‘mid‐winter’
so the carols sing! The ac‐
counts of Jesus’ birth sto‐
ry is one of light illuminat‐
ing in the darkness.  

There is no violence in
the Christian story.  The
Christian God of light
does not kill the god of
darkness.  In fact, there is
no god of darkness to kill
from the Christian per‐
spective.  Darkness is not
the dominion of any god.
It is never destroyed nor 

See LIGHT, page 2

O
n Monday, Dec. 14 Sa‐
cred Heart Communi‐
ty Service began dis‐

tributing gift cards to fami‐
lies in need as part of its an‐
nual holiday gift program. 

The goal for this year is to
distribute 6,271 gift cards to
2400 families over the three
days leading up to Christ‐
mas Eve.

Families who have al‐
ready pre‐registered will
receive a gift bag with a
$50 gift card for each child
in their family 17 years of
age or younger. 

Sacred Heart has made
significant changes to this
year’s holiday gift distribu‐

tion program to ensure fam‐
ilies can get gifts for the hol‐
idays while at the same time
keeping our community
safe during the COVID‐19
pandemic. 

Holiday food boxes
On Monday, December

21st Sacred Heart will con‐
tinue its tradition of distrib‐
uting holiday food boxes to
local families. The goal for
this year is to distribute
3,500 food boxes over the
three days leading up to
Christmas. Each holiday
food box contains non‐per‐
ishable items, vegetables,
fruit, bread, and a turkey—

See SACRED HEART, page 20

ANNUAL GIFT PROGRAM Sacred Heart Community
Service distributing 6000 gift
cards to help local youth 
enjoy this holiday season

Sacred Heart volunteers begin assembling 3,500 food boxes which contain 50 pounds of
food including veggies, fruit, bread and a turkey.  

Op Ed: Have a meaningful season of light!

Festive Christmas lights abound in Evergreen Valley this year.



Light
Continued from page 1
killed.  Darkness is overcome by turning on
the light. It literally disappears when light
appears.  And we humans play a role of
bringing the God of light into the human
arenas of darkness. This is not a battle of
the gods.  It is a challenge for humans to rec‐
ognize light and to share it. Isn’t it refresh‐
ing to see light in the midst of darkness?

The Hindu perspective recognizes the
violence of our world as depicted in the vi‐
olence of the gods.  The gods kill each oth‐

er as humans do.  And we give thanks that
the good god prevails.  May the good god of
light always prevail.  

The Christmas story focuses on the hu‐
man desire for life and peace in the world.
Angel choirs sing to poor shepherds of
‘peace and goodwill’. Divine messengers
bring good news of God’s human presence
among us in spite of the violence within
the human experience.  

This theme of peace is a thread that be‐
gins in the creation stories and is integral
to the Christmas story.  The God of cre‐
ation makes everything from chaotic mat‐
ter and describes it as good when the liv‐
ing spring from it.  There are no warring
gods to decide who is the most powerful.
There is no other power!  This creative
God is all powerful and yet pacific.  And
when God determines to create, it is done
so without harming or destroying other
forces.  This sentiment pours out from the
globally sung Christmas carol ‘Silent
Night.’  The song is loved by people of
many religions:

‘All is calm.  All is bright. Sleep in heav‐
enly peace.”

The God of light offers light to hope and
human possibility.

We are tempted to ignore religious story
and adopt a corrupted view where the evil
god of the world needs to be killed and de‐
stroyed over and over. In such a world, evil
has new emissaries every day and they
must be weeded out before they take con‐
trol. Or we live by a corrupted Christian
view where the world is darkness and light
does not enter.  Evil is like the cloud cover
that never lifts. We blindly continue in the
darkness fighting the conspiracy of dark‐
ness.  Nothing much we can do! So it implies.

Either corruption encourages us to view
others with suspicion.  What kind of emis‐
saries are these ‘others’ I see?  They walk
the streets and I don’t recognize them.
They drive in my neighborhood and I don’t
“recognize the car”.  I cannot trust them in
the darkness of my world.

The world of darkness accepts suffering
and death as ‘fait accompli’.  Darkness
seeks to divide us.  Warring factions kill on
command.  Refugees are abandoned on
land borders or left to drown in oceans.
Resignation is granted to prejudice and ha‐
tred of others for race, origin, language, so‐
cial place. Darkness makes us powerless to
foment change, feel safe or that we can in‐
tervene.  This is the world of darkness
which we pop in and out of daily, mentally
and spiritually.  

I prefer to see light brought into our
midst so we can see more clearly.  It pro‐
vides the hope that the world can be trans‐
formed. I want to know why my neighbor
is so angry and troubled.  Doing so would
help me understand why I am angry also.  I
am part of the transformation from dark‐
ness into light.  One can never see dark‐
ness. One can only recognize the dark life
when light overcomes it.  May we see light
dissipate the darkness! 

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, oh, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
Have a meaningful season of light and a

blessed Christmas!
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T
om Matsumoto's Fantasy of
Lights Drive Thru Park has wel‐
comed several hundred visitors

since opening on Dec. 14.
The event includes a beautiful

20ft. LED tree and a 120ft. light tun‐
nel.  There are nine trees decorated
by each Matsumoto Elementary
School grade level. The 20 ft. tree
will be auctioned off to raise money
for the school. 

We have been working hard to put
everything together. The event will
be open Dec 14‐Dec 18 from 4:30‐
6:30 p.m. 

Guests will have the opportunity to
drive through our Fantasy of Lights
Park and see a whimsical display of
lights, Holiday decorations, and deco‐
rated trees with a donation of $10. 

These are fresh cut 6‐7ft Douglas
Fir trees. Tickets can be purchased
here: https://bit.ly/2020tmFOL

Matsumoto Fantasy of Lights Drive Thru Park holiday treat 
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‘Christmas Outdoor
Spectacular’ opens 
as a drive-in event at
Cathedral of Faith

C
athedral of Faith is currently
hosting a free Christmas Out‐
door Spectacular drive‐in ex‐

perience featuring an exciting ani‐
mated presentation and lights. 

Every Friday‐Sunday in Decem‐
ber, the Spectacular will also fea‐
ture live performances, free hot
chocolate, and more! 

Animated characters Snowball
and Flurry star in this outdoor ex‐
travaganza as they prepare for the
Prince’s arrival. 

Cathedral of Faith’s World of
Arts ministry will perform a the‐
atrical presentation to welcome
the Prince.  With a free animated
show, live dance, and hot choco‐
late, this Spectacular is a great ex‐
perience for the entire family.

The Spectacular event doesn’t
require a reservation; it is first‐
come first serve. In accordance
with COVID protocol compliance,
there will be limited viewing on‐
site which allows for approximate‐
ly 50 cars per show.     

Guests can listen to the show ei‐
ther by tuning into FM 93.1 on
their radios or by listening to it
through the outdoor speakers.     

Monday‐Thursday: 6 p.m., 6:30
p.m., 7 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 8 p.m., 8:30
p.m.; Friday‐ Sunday: 6 p.m., 7 p.m.,
8 p.m., includes live performances
and free hot chocolate. For more
information, visit  cathedraloffaith.
org or contact the Church Office at
(408) 267‐4691. 

Editor’s note: No Shows December
25, December 24 shows 6pm, 6:30
p.m., and 7 p.m.  Show schedule sub‑
ject to change due to weather.
Cathedral of Faith is located at 2315
Canoas Garden Avenue, San Jose (lo‑
cated at the corner of Highway 87
and Curtner Ave.)  To experience the
show, guests should enter at the sec‑
ond driveway on Masonic Avenue.

C
ityTeam has had an extreme decrease in
the number of toy and turkey donations
this year because of the pandemic. 

Thousands of toys and food boxes with
turkeys were distributed in 2019 at multi‐
ple sites, this year plans have changed. now
there are only enough toys for one site and
chickens will be substituted for turkeys. 

With the Bay Area’s shelter‐in‐place or‐
ders intact people are just not leaving their
homes to shop at all because of the uptick in
covid‐19 cases. 

Cityteam San Jose brings immediate help
and lasting solutions to thousands of men,
women, and children struggling with food
insecurity, homelessness, domestic vio‐
lence, and other life disabling circum‐
stances and behaviors,” said John Scott, Ex‐
ecutive Director CityTeam San Jose.
“Whether it is through our many neighbor‐
hood food pantries, the hot meals served
fresh every day of the week, our numerous
transitional housing programs with sup‐
portive services, or spiritual care pro‐
grams, CityTeam equips and mobilizes
thousands of volunteers each year to lov‐
ingly care for our neighbors in need.”

CityTeam encourages donors to purchase
toys and turkeys online and have them de‐
livered directly to their center so there is
minimal handling involved. The mobile
food pantries will be distributing Christ‐
mas toys and food boxes through Wednes‐

day, December 23.
Toys and turkeys can be sent or dropped

off at CityTeam located at 1297 North 13th
Street, San Jose, CA 95112. Donation hours:

Tuesday –Friday, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. and 1
p.m. – 3 p.m. Saturday 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.  Ad‐
ditional food needs can be found at
www.cityteam.org

Corpus to serve as 
Board President

P
atricia (Patti) Andrade and
Leila Welch were sworn in
as trustees of the Evergreen

School District Board of Education
at its meeting on December 11. 

Andrade was elected by voters
in November to the board seat
being vacated by outgoing board
member Bonnie Mace, who de‐
cided not to run for re‐election af‐
ter serving 12 years on the board,
and Welch was re‐elected after
serving four years in her first
term as a trustee.  Mace was hon‐
ored for her service at the Decem‐
ber 3rd board meeting.

Andrade, who has three sons,
joins the board as a long‐time ac‐

tive parent volunteer in Ever‐
green schools, including volun‐
teering at Clark and Quimby Oak,
as PTA leader, and she also worked
as a substitute teacher at ESD.

“I am honored to serve the
Evergreen community as a mem‐
ber of the Evergreen School
Board. I look forward to being
part of an amazing district that
puts our students first,” Andrade
said. 

Welch is a long‐time educator
who previously served as Assis‐
tant Principal at Quimby Oak,
Principal at Holly Oak, Millbrook
and Matsumoto. Before joining
Evergreen School District, she
worked at Franklin McKinley
School District. Welch just com‐
pleted her year as board presi‐

dent.
“I am grateful to the Evergreen

community for allowing me to
continue to serve as part of the
Board of Trustees. Student suc‐
cess continues to be the center of
our work and what we will al‐
ways strive for,”   Welch said. 

The board also voted for the
following board members to
serve in its rotating leadership
roles:

Chris Corpus ‐ President
Leila Welch ‐ President Pro

Tempore
Marisa Hanson ‐ Clerk
More information about the

Evergreen Board of Trustees and
upcoming meetings can be found
on the district’s website at
www.eesd.org.

L: Bonnie Mace, Outgoing Board Mem-
ber. R: Patti Andrade, Incoming Board
Member 

L: Leila Welch, Re-elected Board Mem- 
ber, R: Chris Corpus, Board President 

Evergreen School District swears in Andrade, Welch to Board of Education December 11

CityTeam in need of Christmas toys and turkeys

CityTeam equips and mobilizes thousands 
of volunteers each year to lovingly care 

for our neighbors in need.”
–John Scott, Executive Director CityTeam San Jose
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T
he 13th Annual Shop with a Cop
Heroes and Helpers Holiday
shopping spree for underserved

youth was held on Dec. 12 at the San
Jose Elk’s Lodge in San Jose. 

For the past 13 years, the Shop with
a Cop Foundation Silicon Valley hosts
over 200 underserved children for a
holiday shopping spree with local Bay
Area police officers. 

For many of the children, this special
opportunity becomes the only holiday
experience they will have. More than
two hundred third grade students
from Santee Elementary School, Los
Arboles Elementary, Mckinley Elemen‐
tary, Gardner Academy and Adelante II
Academy in San Jose participated at this
year’s event. Additional children participat‐
ing have experienced a traumatic crisis
from the loss of a parent, domestic violence,
parent incarcerated, and other recent
tragedies. Parents were also given gift cards
to purchase needed grocery items. 

“Our Annual Heroes & Helpers events
pair public safety officials with community
youth for holiday shopping sprees at our
stores,” said a Target representative.
“Through our 2017 program, we donated
more than $150,000 to agencies in approxi‐
mately 200 communities across the U.S.” 

Due to COVID‐19, the program this year
was been modified with safety precautions
in mind, including no contact. Parents drove
up to pick up their gifts. The business com‐

munity stepped up and purchased all the
gifts online from the child’s wish list. Uni‐
formed police officers and community vol‐
unteers distributed the bags of gifts. Each
child was allotted a $125.00 Target gift card
to shop for gifts for their family members
and for themselves. 

Target’s Heroes and Helpers was founded
to help less fortunate children purchase
gifts for their families and themselves. This
program is co‐sponsored by local, state and
federal law enforcement agencies nation‐
wide during the holiday shopping spree
events. The overall theme is to foster strong
relationships between youth and police offi‐
cers in order to change perceptions that
young children might have toward the po‐
lice so we may have a safer community to‐

morrow. 
Target Corporation has had a longstand‐

ing commitment to building strong, healthy
and safe communities, which include part‐
nerships with law enforcement. This com‐
munity giving and service event is one way
Target gives five percent of its profits—
which today equals more than $4 million
per week—to communities. 

Funding for Shop with a Cop was provid‐
ed by a grant from Target Corporation, San
Jose Police Foundation, Bank of America,
Chevron, Coldwell Banker Real Estate, Mil‐

pitas POA, SCCCPOA, SC Juvenile probation
officers, Councilwoman Dev Davis, Council‐
man Raul Peralez, Santa Clara County Assoc.
of Realtors, Intero, Coldwell Banker, Coastal
Lumber, Physicians Medical Urgent Care, lo‐
cal businesses, and many individual dona‐
tions.

People wishing to make a donation so
more children may participate, can mail
them to: P.O Box 8003, San Jose, CA 95155.
Checks made payable to Shop with a Cop
Foundation SV or at www.shopwitha‐
copsv.org via Pay Pal or Venmo@SWAC‐SV.

Fairgrounds site now 
operating 7 days a week

C
OVID‐19 testing at the County of Santa
Clara drop‐in testing site at Em‐
manuel Baptist Church in San Jose is

now being done via an observed self‐ad‐
ministered nasal swab – a testing method
that has proven simple and successful in
other communities and has the potential to
increase the number of people getting test‐
ed.

“This is an easy and accurate self‐admin‐
istered test that is successfully used
throughout the country,” said Dr. Marty

Fenstersheib, COVID‐19 Testing Officer for
the County of Santa Clara. “People who
come to this site for a test will be shown a
video demonstrating the process and our
staff will observe the sample collection to
ensure it is done correctly. Our nurses will
still be on hand to help children, seniors,
and others who need assistance.”

In addition, COVID‐19 testing hours have
been expanded at the Santa Clara County
Fairgrounds mass‐testing facility, which
will begin operating seven days a week with
extra hours from 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. during
the peak mid‐week period ‐‐ increasing
testing capacity to 5,000 on those days.

Observed self‑administered COVID‑19
testing at San Jose drop‑in location

Underserved youth participate in 13th Annual Shop with a Cop Heroes and Helpers Holiday shopping spree
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Times Feature

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County elected officials,
business and faith leaders are asking
the community to help low‐income

people hit hardest by the pandemic.
Through the new United Against the

Poverty Pandemic coalition, formed during
the pandemic by Brett Bymaster, executive
director of Healing Grove Health Center, the
group is working to find solutions for low‐
income families struggling with job loss and
paying rent.

The coalition, which includes the city of
San Jose, Health Grove Health Center,
Cathedral of Faith, work2future, Westgate
Church, Cicuro and CityTeam, announced a
goal of raising $1 million in private funds
before Jan. 31 for rent relief and to fund a
work program.

Mayor Sam Liccardo said Dec. 7 there is a
growing divide between those who are able
to survive living in Silicon Valley and those
who are struggling to keep their heads
above water.

“This pandemic has widened that chasm
and government can’t do it alone,” he said.

According to Liccardo, the city’s food dis‐
tribution operations have handed out more
than 2.5 million meals a week to families in
need and committed more than $22 million
in federal funding for struggling families
through the Silicon Valley Strong Initiative.

However, the mayor said this is
just a drop in the bucket of what is
needed.

Santa Clara County Supervisor
Susan Ellenberg said local govern‐
ments should extend loans to
small businesses and provide fi‐
nancial support to low‐income
communities asked to stay home
from work, especially those who
test positive for COVID‐19.

Ellenberg said she and Supervi‐
sor Cindy Chavez will propose ex‐
tending and improving the isola‐
tion quarantine support program,
which offers motel rooms for peo‐
ple who test positive for COVID‐
19 and cannot safely isolate at home, in ad‐
dition to providing groceries, cleaning sup‐
plies, rent and other financial support.

She also recommends expanding part‐
nerships with community‐based organiza‐
tions to support struggling residents and
businesses.

Bymaster said a recent phone survey
showed more than 14,600 county families,
including 30,000 children, are at risk of be‐
coming homeless when the state’s eviction
moratorium expires Jan. 31.

“We expect a wave of homelessness when
the eviction moratorium expires,” he said.
“But we have the resources in Santa Clara
County to do something about this. Let’s

unite together to make a difference.”
The United Against the Poverty Pandemic

coalition has provided more than 450,000
pounds of food to those who lost their jobs
due to COVID‐19 and $900,000 in financial
aid through private donations and partner‐
ing with nonprofits. Now it’s working to
provide $1.7 million in financial aid, em‐
ployment and food aid by Dec. 31.

COVID‐19 has especially affected low‐in‐
come communities. At the Healing Grove
clinic, Bymaster said the positivity rate
among low‐income Latinos was 28%, com‐
pared with the county average of 4.7%. The
clinic has provided about 2,500 COVID‐19
tests for low income‐patients and treated

900 clients for COVID‐19. 
Councilmember Maya Esparza,

who represents the hardest hit
ZIP codes in the county, said
COVID‐19’s resulting economic
hardships hit low‐income mi‐
nority communities the hardest,
in addition to disproportionate‐
ly infecting and killing more
Latinos. 

“People are getting sick and
dying at much higher rates than
the rest of the city and county,”
Esparza said.

COVID‐19 also stripped low‐
income jobs in hospitality, con‐
struction, services, trade and

transportation. Bymaster said people work‐
ing in these sectors saw their average annu‐
al income drop from $27,566 a year to
$11,402 after the pandemic. 

According to the coalition, about 36,200
Santa Clara County households have un‐
paid rent debt totaling $117 million. This
debt could be erased, he said, if the 160,000
families in Santa Clara County who earn
more than $200,000 a year donated $730
each.

“Each of us has a role to play. I hope you
will be with us pushing together against
this poverty pandemic,” Liccardo said.

To help the coalition, visit: https://pover‐
typandemic.org

Silicon Valley leaders ask for help solving the ‘poverty pandemic’

Homeless residents line up during a food and clothing drive at St. James
Park in downtown San Jose. File photo.



V
isions of sugarplums and Silicon Val‐
ley landmarks will dance across the
screen this holiday season when

New Ballet presents The San Jose Nut‐
cracker: Home for the Holidays, a festive
yuletide treat streamed in partnership
with Hammer Theatre Center. 

A twist on the classic Nutcracker tale,
this joyful holiday production called “de‐
lightful…as imaginative as it is captivat‐
ing” by Metro Silicon Valley tells the well‐
loved story of Clara and the Nutcracker

while incorporating historical references
to the heritage that has made Santa Clara
the center of innovation it is today. 

The stream presented is a recording
from a past production of The San Jose
Nutcracker, danced live to a full orchestra,
at the Hammer. The San Jose Nutcracker:
Home for the Holidays is now streaming
with on‐demand access through Decem‐
ber 31. 

For tickets (pay‐what‐you‐can), the
public may visit the website www.ham‐
mertheatre.com.

Chow and Lindholm
of Evergreen Valley
awarded Biola's 
highest scholarships

C
hloe Chow and Emily Lindholm
(above, L‐R) of Evergreen Valley
have been awarded Biola Universi‐

ty's highest scholarships – the President's
or Provost's scholarship – for the 2020/
2021 academic year.

Freshmen are eligible for the President's
and Provost's scholarship ‐ $20,000 and
$19,000 per year respectively – if upon
entering the university, they meet the re‐
quirements of the scholarship. 

Chow is studying Communications Sci‐
ences Disorders and Lindholm is studying
Nursing. 

Students are considered for this schol‐
arship upon admission to the university
based on the combination of their GPA
and SAT, both math and English, scores. 

According to Biola's admissions depart‐
ment, recipients of the President's schol‐
arship have a minimum GPA of 3.88 and
an SAT composite score of 1340. Recipi‐
ents of the Provost's scholarship have a
minimum GPA of 3.87 and an SAT com‐
posite score of 1120. Students must main‐
tain a GPA of 3.2 while taking courses at
Biola to receive the scholarship the fol‐
lowing year.

Biola University is a nationally ranked
Christian university in the heart of South‐
ern California. It was recently recognized
as one of the nation's top 10 "up and com‐
ing" national universities by the U.S.
News & World Report. Founded in 1908,
Biola is committed to the mission of bibli‐
cally centered education, scholarship and
service. 
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New Ballet's The San Jose Nutcracker: Home for the Holidays will be presented virtually in partnership
with Hammer Theatre Center December 12-31. Pictured: Clara (Mesa Burdick) climbs into the swan boat
as the flower fairies (New Ballet company artists) look on. Photo credit: Bari Lee

The San Jose Nutcracker: Home
for the Holidays begins streaming 



SVO business group
names an interim
CEO, blames 
consulting firm for
racist political ad

By William Bellou
Publisher 

S
ilicon Valley Organization (SVO) has
named Robert Linscheid as interim
CEO after the ouster of its former

CEO Matt Mahood following community
outrage after a racist image appeared on
its website a month ago. 

Robert Linscheid, 67, of Danville, will
take the helm of San Jose’s largest busi‐
ness organization SVO – previously
known as the San Jose Silicon Valley
Chamber of Commerce. 

Linscheid currently owns the consult‐
ing firm Linscheid Enterprises Inc. and
previously served as the chairman of the
California State University board of
trustees and as a special economic advis‐
er to the president of California Polytech‐
nic State University.

"Robert brings a wealth of advocacy,
community engagement and strategic
planning experience to the role," the SVO
board wrote in a statement on its web‐
site.

According to his LinkedIn profile, he
previously served as chief executive of
the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce
as well as three smaller Northern Califor‐
nia business associations in Chico, Wal‐
nut Creek and Antioch. Currently, Lin‐
scheid chairs the California State Univer‐
sity Board of Trustees, where he has
served since 2005. He is the recipient of
Rotary District 5160’s Humanitarian of
the Year Award.

Linscheid said his first order of busi‐
ness will be “doing a lot of listening” and
getting to know the board, staff and com‐
munity. SVO currently represents about
1,200 business members throughout the
greater Silicon Valley that employ
300,000 people. 

SVO officials simultaneously released a
statement about an investigation into the
racist campaign ad. While SVO did not
hold anyone directly responsible, it
blames its consultant, Storefront Political
Media and has severed ties with the con‐
sulting group.  Katie Scally, an account
executive with Storefront, told San José
Spotlight on Dec. 9 that the company had
no involvement in the campaign image.

SVO announced it will hold listening
sessions to “improve its sensitivity” and
better engage with the community. In the
past few weeks, the group also estab‐
lished a diversity working group of lead‐
ers to help guide these changes. 

Linscheid said he helped create a di‐
versity and inclusion task force at the San
Francisco Chamber of Commerce. “I be‐
lieve I have the experience the organiza‐
tion needs now.” 

Post Office expands 
retail hours at Eastridge
Mall: Sunday Dec. 20  

The Postal Service plans to make it easier
for customers to get their holiday packages
shipped at Eastridge Mall. The post office will
be open for retail service on Sunday, Decem‐
ber 20th from 10:30 a.m. ‐ 4:00 p.m.

Between now and Christmas, many neigh‐
borhoods will also see mail carriers deliver‐
ing packages on Sunday.

Additionally, USPS.com allows people to
print labels, print postage, and call for their
carrier to pick up their package from their

home or office without ever going to a Post
Office.

The Postal Service recommends cus‐
tomers in the U.S. observe the following mail‐
ing and shipping deadlines to ensure that de‐
liveries are made in time for Christmas: 

Important mailing deadlines:
Military: 
Dec. 18 — Military USPS Priority Mail Ex‐

press service
Domestic:
Dec. 18 — First‐Class letters and packages
Dec. 19 ‐– Priority Mail
Dec. 23 — Priority Mail Express

To search for a specific Post Office, go to
https://tools.usps.com/find‐location.htm
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Robert Linscheid is the new interim president and
CEO of The Silicon Valley Organization. Image
courtesy of LinkedIn.



By Anoohya and Apoorva Panidapu

A
s a recap: this column is a place to learn
about various STEM topics that I find ex‐
citing, and that I hope will excite you too. 

This column will always be written to be
fairly accessible, so you don’t have to worry
about having background knowledge. This
week’s article was written in collaboration
with my sister, Anoohya Panidapu. 

This week we’ll be talking about some fasci‐
nating milestones in neuroscience! Onward!

The Edwin Smith Surgical Papyrus (1700 B.C.)
The first written record about the nervous

system and the earliest recorded reference to
the brain are found in the Edwin Smith surgi‐
cal papyrus, from around 1700 BC. It’s also the

oldest known surgical treatise and thought to
contain an original author’s text from around
3000 BC, with commentary added hundreds of
years later as notes. It is named after an Amer‐
ican Egyptologist named Edwin Smith who
had bought the ancient manuscript roll from
vandals and made an attempt at translation. In
1930, the English translation of the papyrus
was published by Dr. James Breasted.

The papyrus contains the first descriptions
of the cranial sutures (fiber‐like bands of tis‐
sue connect‐
ing the bones
of the skull),
the meninges,
the brain's ex‐
ternal surface,
cerebrospinal
fluid, and the
intracranial pulsations. 

An Egyptian physician (possibly Imhotep)
wrote descriptions of 48 case histories, a few
of which pertain to the nervous system. They
are organized with a title, examination, diag‐
nosis and treatment/verdict. If you’re interest‐
ed in taking a look, the cases concerning the
nervous system include Case 6 and Case 22.

In ancient Egyptian mummification, the
brain would be scooped out through the nos‐
trils and discarded, while the other internal or‐
gans were carefully removed and preserved.
So while the ancient Egyptians did not consid‐
er the brain to be as important, they under‐
stood that issues in the brain have various ef‐
fects on different parts of the body.

Moving on to Greece, let’s talk about “the fa‐
ther of medicine,” Hippocrates!

Hippocrates (460‐370 BC) is considered
one of the most prominent figures in medicine.

He discussed epilepsy as a disturbance of the
brain and stated that the brain is involved in
sensation and intelligence. Epilepsy, as we
now know, is indeed associated with abnor‐
mal electrical activity in the brain. He under‐
stood that occurrences in the brain directly af‐
fect the state of being, and although he uses the
four humors to make his point through exam‐
ple, it’s clear that his understanding of the en‐
cephalocentric model is much more accurate
than the cardiocen‐
tric model.

Now that we know
the function of the
brain is to exert cen‐
tralized control over
the other organs, let’s
skip forward to the
18th and 19th cen‐
turies!

Major Neuroscien‑
tists' Contributions

Although many
know the polymath
Benjamin Franklin
for the lightning rod,
few know about his
work with electricity as medical treatment,
now called electroconvulsive therapy (ECT).

In 1743, he used electricity to treat patients
with palsies and paralysis, but none of the pos‐
itive outcomes remained permanent. One of
his first experiments involved him giving elec‐
trical shocks in the limbs of paralyzed individ‐
uals. ECT is a psychiatric treatment that elec‐
trically induces seizures to provide temporary
relief from symptoms of certain mental health
conditions.

Luigi Galvani was an Italian physician, biol‐

ogist, and philosopher, known for discovering
animal electricity and pioneering bioelectro‐
magnetics. He dis‐
covered the mus‐
cles of dead frogs'
legs twitch when
struck by an electri‐
cal spark (in 1780). 

Legend goes that
his assistant touched
a frog's exposed sci‐
atic nerve with a metal scalpel that had picked
up a charge, and they saw sparks as the dead
frog's leg kicked. These studies in biology are
called electrophysiology. 

Paul Broca was a French physician, sur‐
geon, and anatomist, who laid the foundations
of modern neuropsychology and cognitive
neuroscience. He proved that different regions
in the brain are involved in different cognitive
functions. In 1861, he studied a patient, Tan,
and his discovery is known as the first defini‐
tive localization of a cerebral function, which,
in this case, was articulate speech. His patient
was unable to utter a phrase or respond to
questions, and could only produce the word
"tan." After his death, the autopsy showed a le‐
sion on the surface of the left frontal lobe. Lat‐
er, he had a second patient that also had re‐
duced abilities in speech, and was also found
to have a lesion in about the same region as the
first patient. That region where the lesions
were found is now known as Broca’s area, and
the inability to produce language is known as
Broca’s aphasia.

Camillo Golgi is
known for his tech‐
nique, the Golgi
stain, for staining
neurons by soaking

See GEMS, page 18
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STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu

A look at some fascinating milestones in neuroscience
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B
uying a used car can be a good option
when you’re looking for a quality ve‐
hicle without a high price tag. While a

used car can be a sensible option, buyers
still need to make smart choices. There’s a
lot to look for when buying a used vehicle,
but here are some ways to help you choose
the right car for you.

• Exterior and Interior
Inspect the outside and inside of the vehi‐

cle. When looking over the exterior, check
for scratches, dents, and rust. You probably
don’t need to be worried about small dings
or scratches, but larger areas of damage
may be cause for concern. It’s also recom‐
mended to check that body panels line up
evenly, as uneven panels may indicate the
vehicle was in an accident but not repaired
well. It’s also a good idea to open and close
the doors, hood, and trunk to see how easi‐
ly they move. We suggest checking for paint
overspray on the inside of the hood, trunk,
and doors to be sure the color of the vehicle
matches on all parts. If you notice over‐
spray or mismatched paint, that part was
likely repaired and repainted.

Inspect the interior by sitting in all the
seats and looking for unusual wear and tear
in the upholstery. If the interior of the car
smells musty, check the carpet and floor
mats for signs of a leak or water damage.

•  Test Drive

Going for a test drive can help you deter‐
mine the condition of the car and whether
or not it’s a good fit for you. You may want
to turn the key to the “accessory” position
before starting the engine. You should make
sure all the lights on the dashboard go on. If
they do not light up, or stay on when you
turn the ignition, make sure the issue is in‐
spected.

When you start the engine listen for tap‐
ping and clicking sounds, which could indi‐
cate a problem. While on a test drive, keep
your eyes and ears open. We suggest driv‐
ing the car on different types of roads and at
various speeds to see if the transmission
shifts smoothly. Make sure to note any un‐
usual engine or brake noises, and whether
all of the electronics in the car are working
properly. Also, be sure the brakes work
properly and do not pull the car to one side.

• Consider the Mileage
While you should take a vehicle’s mileage

into consideration, high mileage isn’t nec‐
essarily a bad thing, and low mileage does‐
n’t always mean the car is in great shape.

• What Is Good Mileage for a Used Car?
There’s no simple answer to this ques‐

tion, because the way the car has been
maintained and used may be more impor‐
tant than its mileage. It’s a good idea to use
caution when considering a car with high
mileage because certain components and

engine parts simply don’t last forever. How‐
ever, if the owner has kept up with mainte‐
nance and taken care of any issues, the car
may have a lot of life left in it. How the car
was used can make a difference as well. A
car with 100,000 miles on mostly highways
may be in better shape than a high‐mileage
car that was used mostly on city roads,
which can be harder on a vehicle.

• Is Low Mileage on a Used Car Better?
Low‐mileage used cars can certainly be

appealing, but it doesn’t necessarily make
them a great deal. Low mileage can certain‐
ly mean less wear and tear and longer life.
However, if a car is not driven very often
the plastic and rubber parts on the vehicle
may dry out and get brittle. It’s also better
for the drivetrain when the vehicle is used
consistently. You may end up with a vehicle
that needs a lot of repairs and recondition‐
ing, which could cost you more in the long
run.

It’s smart to check the mileage on a used

vehicle, but keep in mind that how
the vehicle has been maintained
and used may be more important
than what the odometer says.

• Check for Leaks
Any car leaking fluids is general‐

ly a red flag for a needed repair.
Check under the car to see if
there’s any fluid leaking. Black flu‐
id might be an indicator of leaking
oil, while green, yellow, or pink
fluid may indicate a coolant leak
and reddish fluid could be a leak in
the transmission or power‐steer‐
ing.

• Pre‑Purchase Inspection
It’s better to spend $100‐$500 for a Pre‐

Purchase Inspection and find out what a ve‐
hicle needs and what you’re getting your‐
self into before the purchase. If you spend
$2000, $4000, or $10,000 for a used car and
then have an inspection done just to find
out the vehicle needs hundreds or thou‐
sands of dollars’ worth in repairs you will
not be a happy camper! We may be able to
detect issues that you didn’t uncover, so
consider having the car inspected. If there
are some fixable issues uncovered you
could also use the inspection report to ne‐
gotiate the purchase price with the seller.

We hope this has helped you in some
way. If you’re concerned about your vehicle
for any reason or have any questions please
stop by. We’ll be happy to assist you. 

‑Your friends at SOS AUTO REPAIR 
SOS Auto Repair is located at 3519 San Fe‑

lipe Road, San Jose, Ca. 95135: (408) 477‑
2242.

SOS AUTO REPAIR’S ‘Quick Tip’

What to look for when buying a used car



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COMPAGE 14 n EVERGREEN TIMES n DEC. 18 – DEC. 31, 2020

Times Feature

10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

(408) 254-1949

San Jose City
Councilmember 
Sylvia Arenas tests 
positive for COVID-19

By Carly Wipf
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
an Jose Councilmember Sylvia Arenas
tested positive for COVID‐19 Dec. 9 af‐
ter falling ill during this Tuesday’s City

Council meeting.
The District 8 representative posted on

Facebook this morning that both she and
most of her family members contracted the
virus and are exhibiting “somewhat mild
symptoms compared to others.”

“It appears that a member of my small
COVID bubble was unknowingly positive
when I saw them on Saturday,” Arenas
wrote. “My family didn’t have any further
contact with people after Saturday as we
adjusted to the stay‐at‐home county or‐
ders.”

Her mother‐in‐law and young daughter,
who both live with Arenas, tested negative
and are being isolated as much as possible
from the rest of the family, she wrote.

“We’re grateful to have the resources to
do this, and we’re mindful of the fact that
too many in our community do not have the
ability to do so,” Arenas added. “I will con‐
tinue working on the council to make sure

that others are able to isolate safely when
they need to.”

Arenas, who said she got the virus even
after complying with state mandates, urged
others to follow stay‐at‐home orders as
COVID‐19 cases continue to rise this win‐
ter.

“We appreciate your support while we
recover,” she wrote. “We pray for those in
San Jose who are struggling with both
COVID and financial hardship — as these
come as a pair all too frequently.”

According to Santa Clara County public
health data, county hospitals are down to
10% ICU bed availability. There were 76
new COVID‐19 hospitalizations as of Dec.
10, three new deaths and 43,001 total cases
countywide.

San Jose Councilmember Sylvia Arenas is pic-
tured in this file photo.
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Tech Jargon of the Week:

Quantum Computing
By Shubhi Asthana
Special to the Times

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conversa‐
tion where everyone is speaking around
this “techie” word – and even after you’ve

broken in, it is difficult to understand the unfa‐
miliar jargon and acronyms? 

Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let us teach
you the meaning of some commonly used tech
words:

Quantum Computing
Earlier this year, a new article in BBC said that

a team combining Microsoft researchers and
Niels Bohr Institute academics may have found
the key to creating a quantum computer. 

If they are right, then Microsoft would leap to
the front of a race, that has a tremendous prize ‐
the power to solve problems that are beyond
conventional computers. IBM also recently said
that it believes quantum computing would go
mainstream and predicts that it will change lives
everywhere.

So what is Quantum computing and how can it
possibly change the technology?

Quantum computing means storing and pro‐
cessing information using individual atoms,
ions, electrons or photons. Quantum computers
are not intended to replace the classical comput‐
ers or make them smaller. Rather they work ac‐
cording to principles entirely different than con‐
ventional computers, and using those principles,
can solve problems whose solution will never be
feasible on a conventional computer. 

Sounds amazing! But the trouble is that quan‐
tum computing is hugely more complex than tra‐

ditional computing and operates in the Alice in
Wonderland world of quantum physics, where
the "classical," sensible, everyday laws of
physics no longer apply.

You see, quantum theory involves atoms and
subatomic particles, which do not behave the
same way as everything else in the world. The
classical laws of physics we take for granted in
our everyday world no longer apply to them au‐
tomatically. However, in 1960s IBM research
physicists Rolf Landauer and Charles H Bennett
proposed that information is a physical entity
that could be manipulated using the laws of
quantum physics. 

Quantum + Computing = Quantum Computing
Conventional computer use bits to perform

work, while quantum computers use quantum
bits – known as qubits. To illustrate the differ‐
ence, imagine a sphere. A bit can be at either of
the two poles of the sphere, but a qubit can exist
at any point on the sphere. So this means that a
computer using qubits can store an enormous
amount of information and use less energy in
doing so than a classical computer. By entering
into this quantum area of computing where the
traditional laws of physics no longer apply, we
will be able to create processors that are signifi‐
cantly faster (a million or more times) than the
ones we use today. 

Indeed, if quantum computing arrives in the
future, it will change every industry and have a
huge impact in the way we do business, perform
analytics on data, and predict weather change
among others. 

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in your
comments or feedback to the author at shub.sax‑
en@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works as a Re‑
search Senior Software Engineer at the IBM Al‑
maden Research Center, San Jose.



Distance Learning
Continued from page 1

The Board of Trustees voted and ap‐
proved the following recommendations by
Superintendent Dr. Emy Flores:

1. Continuing distance learning for Ever‐
green School District’s elementary and
middle school students through the end of
the 2020‐21 school year.

2. Continuing to evaluate the COVID‐19
rates in our district community to deter‐
mine if conditions significantly improve,
and allow for the transition to a learning
model for in‐person learning, including in‐
person enrichment, student activities and
athletics, during the 2020‐21 school year

and in preparation for the 2021‐22 school
year. 

3. Bringing back small stable cohorts of
the district’s most at‐risk and vulnerable
student groups for targeted academic and
social emotional support and intervention,
following all of the recommended guide‐
lines for student and staff safety.

4. Continuing to provide high quality en‐
richment opportunities and social emotion‐
al support for all students in a virtual envi‐
ronment.

Dr. Flores also noted, “Our families have
been satisfied with distance learning, and
we will continue to provide high quality in‐
struction and enrichment opportunities, as
well as social and emotional support so that
our students will continue to thrive and en‐

joy learning.”
BACKGROUND
At the July 15 Board meeting, the Board

determined that a full return to school in a
Hybrid Model was not in the best interest of
our students and staff, and approved for the
EESD to reopen schools for the 2020‐21
school year in a Distance Learning Model.
The Board also approved the Superinten‐
dent’s plan to re‐evaluate the district’s abil‐
ity to keep students and staff healthy and
safe at the end of the third week in Decem‐
ber to determine whether the Hybrid
Learning Model could be implemented in
January 2021 upon students’ return from
Winter break. To accomplish this, the Su‐
perintendent reactivated the Superinten‐
dent's Teaching & Learning in Safe Environ‐

ments Advisory Committee and its subcom‐
mittees in October, in order to re‐evaluate
the District’s ability to move to a Hybrid
Learning Model.

FACTORS CONSIDERED
The Superintendent’s Teaching and

Learning in Safe Environment Committee
and Subcommittees along with Dr. Flores
considered a number of factors regarding
the Hybrid Learning Model, including:

● The county's COVID‐19 restriction
phase and number of COVID‐19 cases;

● The availability of teachers and staff to
teach in this model from the classroom;

● The implementation of required health
and safety measures, which will require re‐
inforcement by teachers, staff and parents;

● Feasibility for facilities to support safe
distancing of student cohorts indoors in the
classrooms and other areas of campus; fre‐
quency of required cleaning in the hybrid
schedule; and ability to install required air
ventilation by January 2021;

● Impacts on the quality of teaching and
learning that may change if the district
brings students back to in‐person learning
in a hybrid learning model;

● Ability to maintain stable cohorts on
campus;

● Potential of disruptions to on campus
learning due to increases in COVID‐19 cas‐
es, necessitating a transition back to dis‐
tance learning for all students;

● Addressing the needs of the district's
highest need students and students who
are struggling academically; 

● Parent preferences to return to hybrid
versus continuing distance learning.

● The District’s ability to provide in‐per‐
son learning to students in a way that is not
only safe, but also provides students the
best approaches to instruction and engage‐
ment.

KEY FINDINGS
During the board meeting, the Board of

Trustees was presented with information
regarding the evaluations and recommen‐
dations of the Superintendent's Teaching &
Learning in Safe Environments Advisory
Committee and its subcommittees.  This
presentation can be found on district web‐
site. Key findings from these subcommit‐
tees include:

● The hybrid learning model for the mid‐
dle schools would be logistically impossible
to implement, would not allow for smaller
stable learning cohorts, as required by the
County Department of Health, and would
not ensure the safest teaching and learning
environment.  Furthermore, the structure
of the middle school schedules is not con‐
ducive to provide stable cohorts without
disrupting the current schedule and the
safety guidelines for social distancing and
students participating in stable cohorts
cannot be met with the current structure.  

● The District must consider that many of
our families, by the nature of their beliefs
and their culture, generally have multiple
generations living in one household. Many
parents have expressed that their concern
is not just for their children, but mostly for
their aging parents and great grandparents
who also live in their homes;

● Despite the challenges, the parent com‐
munity has expressed satisfaction with the
current Distance Learning model. Parent
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surveys indicated that most would be more comfort‐
able having their child continue to learn in this mod‐
el, and that students and staff would be safer in this
model.

● 17% of district staff have a medical issue that
would prevent them from returning to work on‐site.

● In order to accommodate a hybrid learning mod‐
el, due to contractual class sizes, students will likely
be transferred to a different class therefore, requir‐
ing a transition to a new teacher mid‐year;

● There is a shortage of certificated substitutes in
Santa Clara County available to teach during an in‐
person hybrid model, which will create staffing
shortages should a teacher need to quarantine;

● Based on the parent survey, 9% (569 students)
stated they would not reinforce guidelines set forth
by the CPH Department regarding social distancing
and wearing masks, creating a risk to students, staff and
teachers;

● The impact of hybrid learning models on student learn‐
ing and achievement is of particular concern. While the dis‐
trict has the utmost confidence in its teachers, and have
seen them rise to the occasion and beyond with distance
learning, there is little evidence that shows that hybrid
learning model would be the best for students, or the safest
for the majority of the district’s staff and families. Teaching
and learning would be different due to social distancing
and no mixing of student cohorts. Furthermore, the current
rise in COVID cases in Santa Clara County would likely cre‐
ate disruptions to on campus learning, requiring a transi‐
tion back to distance learning; and

● The District’s most vulnerable and at risk students, in‐
cluding English Language Learners, homeless, living in a
foster care setting or otherwise at risk have specific needs
that require them in‐person support and intervention for
Distance Learning and have their social and emotional
needs met.  The current staffing levels allow for meeting
these needs through small, stable, and targeted student co‐
horts that ensure student and staff safety.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The Evergreen School District’s Reopening Goals

throughout this whole process have always been to devel‐
op a robust teaching and learning plan that addresses:
keeping students and employees safe, reopening schools
under various circumstances, adapting our learning envi‐
ronment to various circumstances, and creating an equi‐
table learning environment for all students under any cir‐
cumstance. The Guiding Principles used in this process are:

● Health and Safety: Adhere to public health orders and
rely on guidance and recommendations from public health
officials.

● Flexibility: Provide reasonable accommodations to in‐
dividual students, families, and employees in response to

their unique situations.
● Students' Social Emotional Well‐being: Support the so‐

cial and emotional well‐being of our students, staff, and
community.

● Learning: Provide high‐quality instruction aligned with
California State Standards.

FACTORS CONSIDERED
● Public Health Risks: To what extent can the health of

students, staff, families and the general population be safe‐
guarded while opening schools?

● Impact on Student Learning and Achievement: To what
extent do students fall behind when schools are closed? To
what extent are inequities exacerbated during school clo‐
sures?

● Ability to Safeguard Schools: To what extent are we
prepared to reopen with the right safety measures in place?

● Flexibility: To what extent are we prepared to offer
learning options for students whose families may want
100% online distance learning?

The district will continue to evaluate the COVID‐19 rates
in the district community to determine if conditions signif‐
icantly improve, and allow for the transition to a learning
model for in‐person learning, including in‐person enrich‐
ment, student activities and athletics, during the 2020‐21
school year and in preparation for the 2021‐22 school year. 
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Gems
Continued from page 12
the tissue in various substances, most promi‐
nently, silver nitrate. He developed the tech‐
nique through trial and error.

Santiago Ramon y Cajal was a Spanish doc‐
tor that proved that the basic unit of the nerv‐
ous system is the neuron, instead of one con‐
tinuous neural net. He improved on the Golgi
stain technique and came up with the neuron
doctrine. The neuron doctrine is the concept
that the nervous system is made up of individ‐
ual cells called neurons, supported by astro‐

cytes (star‐shaped glial cell) and other glial
cells.

Golgi and Cajal shared the 1906 Nobel Prize
in Physiology/Medicine for their work, even
though they completely disagreed about the
nervous system. They split into two groups,
the reticulists and neuronists. The reticulists,
led by Golgi, believed that the nervous system
consisted of a network of continuous tissue/
reticulum, formed by the fused branches of
dendrites and axons. The neuronists oppos‐
ingly believed that it was made up of neurons.

Today, we know who was right ‐‐ Cajal. This
is the basic structure of a typical neuron.

Over 5,500 years, the advancement and de‐
velopment of our understanding of the nerv‐
ous system has been astounding, but, there's
still so much more for us to understand
about the nervous system and many essen‐
tial questions left to answer. I say, braing it
on! (...sorry)

Anyways, I hope you enjoyed this article. I
want to give a huge thank you to Anoohya for
this collaboration. If you found this interest‐
ing, make sure to check out the next column!
If you have any questions or comments,
please email me at apoorvapwrites@ gmail.com. 

Until next time!
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Coyote spotted
A coyote was spotted near Evergreen Valley High School on Dec. 15.  Coyotes have been

searching for water sources due to a lack of rainfall.  The pond across from the Village
Square Branch Library is one source of water that coyotes have been visiting. 

Photo by Viney Gautam. 

Times Community News
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Times Cover Story

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Evergreen Times?
Press day: December 30, 2020
Deadline: December 27, 2020

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com

Whether it’s with a phone call, planning
for the future or by placing an order,
please support our advertisers! They
make the Evergreen Times possible!

Aborn Pet Clinic
ADT

Anderson Windows
Shawn Ansari - Compass

Church of the Rock
Dental Insurance

Evergreen School District
Evergreen Valley College

EQ-1
Great Meals Delivered

Inogen
Intouch Realty – William Singh
Jackie Jones - Coldwell Banker

Kindercare
Little Orchard Self Storage

Mr. Peabody’s
National Debt Relief

Nothing Bundt Cakes
Oakmont of Evergreen

Omaha Steaks
Opera San Jose

Otto Lee
Second Harvest Food Bank

Shiela-Marie Ventura - Keller Williams
Silver Creek Academy

SOS Auto Repair
State Farm Insurance – Al Olseen

Valley Water
Valley Transportation Agency

Sacred Heart
Continued from page 1
roughly 50 pounds of food
which is the equivalent of
$100 worth of groceries. 

Sacred Heart has made sig‐
nificant changes to this year’s
holiday food program to en‐
sure families get the food they
need while at the same time
keeping our community safe
during the COVID‐19 pandem‐
ic. Distribution takes place over
three days to decrease the
number of people waiting in
line. In accordance with the
county public health regula‐
tions, Sacred Heart members,
volunteers, and staff are re‐
quired to wear masks at all
times. 

Community members com‐
ing to pick up food are ad‐
vised to please bring some‐
thing to carry your food and
ham/ turkey to your car, bus
stop or home. Many people use carts,
strollers, rolling luggage, or cloth bags.
Due to Covid‐19 restrictions we do not
have box holding, food sorting or volun‐
teer assistance.

Sacred Heart’s holiday program is made
possible through the support of individu‐
als in the community and groups includ‐
ing small businesses, faith communities,
and schools. There is still a need for do‐

nated hams and turkeys to help every
community member before the holiday.
Those interested in supporting Sacred
Heart’s holiday program can visit www.
sacredheartcs.org/ holidays to learn how
to drop off or to make an online donation. 

For those interested in supporting Sa‐
cred Heart’s holiday program can visit
www.sacredheartcs.org/holidays to learn
how to make a monetary donation or sign
up for a volunteer shift. 

A Sacred Heart volunteer assembles gift bags for this year’s hol-
iday gift program which runs through Friday, Dec. 18th (9am-
4pm). 
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December 31.

Offer ends December 31
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and

walk the beautiful
grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!

Get 
listed!

For Worship 
listing ads, 

call 408.483-5458

NOTE: Due to the coronavirus,
many religious institutions
have services online. 
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GET LISTED AND
REACH YOUR
NEIGHBORS!
Evergreen Times Classified
Ads work! (408) 494-7000

Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

(408) 483.5458

House Cleaning Service

Kitchen/Bath

Jewelry

Storage

TimesClassifieds

Clocks

Sell Online

Times Classifieds Work!
Place your ad 

by phone: 
Call (408) 494-7000

Make sure you tell
them you found

them in the 
Evergreen Times!

Your support of local

businesses helps your

own community 

and helps your own 

neighborhood newspaper

continue to bring you 

local news, views, and 

reports on the things that

matter the most to you.

The Evergreen
Times

EvergreenTimes.com

Happy 
Holidays

from
the staff of the

Evergreen
Times!
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