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Merry Christmas

To learn how to join, make a donation to th Memorial or to
purchase a brick or paver go to www.OPVETS.org.
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Overwhelming community
support aids donation drives

Awards - The Greater Ocean City Chamber of Commerce Foundation announced
that it has awarded six workforce scholarships to local recipients totaling $6,000.
Recipients of the 2020 Greater Ocean City Chamber of Commerce Foundation Workforce Scholarship are Karly Arment; Melissa Bennett; Logan Dillon; Robert Dixon; Kara
Mihavetz; and Danielle Simpkins.
The Greater Ocean City Chamber of Commerce Foundation developed the Eunice
Q. Sorin Scholarship in 2011 to enhance workforce and economic development in the region. This scholarship is also made possible by the fundraising efforts of the Foundation
and the Young Professionals (YP) of Ocean City. The mission of the YPs is to bring together the talents and insights of emerging young professionals, in a dynamic and diverse
group of peers with a passion for making a difference, a willingness to learn, the desire
to build important relationships, and the energy to get involved in the community.
The Scholarship Program awards individuals who are either further pursuing professional development to advance their career and/or upgrading skills with intention to stay
in the Eastern Shore area. This scholarship is open to any field of study but is limited to
those who live or work in Worcester County. This scholarship is available to anyone currently employed by a local business in good standing with the Greater Ocean City Chamber of Commerce and looking to gain the skills and education to enter our community
workforce.
Above: Ruth Waters, board president of the Greater Ocean City Chamber of Commerce Foundation, with Lachelle Scarlato, Executive Director of the Greater ocean City
Chamber of Commerce. Scholarship Recipients: Karly Arment, Melissa Bennett,
Logan Dillon, Robert Dixon and Kara Mihavetz.

Thanks to a tremendous amount of
community support, Ocean Pines this
year was able to make significant donations to two local families and four
area nonprofits ahead of the Christmas
holiday.
Last week, the Association sent an
SUV full of toys to Worcester County
GOLD, two carloads of food and clothing to Diakonia, and a load of pet supplies to the Worcester County Humane
Society.
Additionally, Ocean Pines supported two local families with children, in cooperation with Worcester
Youth and Family Counseling Services.
This week, Ocean Pines staff will
deliver holiday dinner baskets to 10
local families through Worcester
County GOLD, as part of an annual donation drive by Association employees.
The Aquatics Department and
Recreation and Parks Department also
gave through their Angel Tree program and the Be a Santa to a Senior
program, respectively.
Senior
Executive
Assistant
Michelle Bennett, who helped coordi-

nate the massive effort along with help
from every department in Ocean
Pines, said she was overwhelmed by
the generosity of people in the community.
Bennett said she would like to
thank the Shapeups Fitness Club,
Ocean Pines Line Dancers, Cathy Gallagher, OPA staff, and everyone who
brought a donation.
“The Ocean Pines community really stepped up and supported our donation drives, but this is no surprise.
Ocean Pines is full of caring, compassionate and supportive residents,” she
said. “Merry Christmas to a wonderful
community, and here’s to hoping 2021
is a better year for all!”

Notice to Readers
The Courier will be on hiatus for
two weeks returning January 13,
2021. Regardless of how and with
whom you spend this COVID holiday season, we hope it’s as enjoyable as possible.
-Chip Bertino
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Happy

Holidays

& Happy New Year

Marlene Ott

Associate Broker, CRS

C: 410-430-5743 O: 410-208-3500

www.MarleneOtt.com
Marlene@MarleneOtt.com

TheCourierofOceanPines

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane
Ocean Pines, MD 21811

Page 4 The Courier December 23, 2020

Nodlaig Nait Cugat

A child’s question captivates the imagination;
the answer resonates throughout history
By Chip Bertino
During the 19th century, newspapers were the predominant news
media. Newspapers published numerous editions each day that were
sold by scores of newsboys hawking
them on street corners. Newspapers
played a critical role in forming public
opinion. The power of newspapers
across the United States was unsurpassed as they held sway over politicians and readers alike. So, it was in
1897, when the New York Sun received a rather unique letter from a
young reader, Virginia O’Hanlon,
wanting to know whether or not there
was a Santa Claus.
The letter ended up on the desk of
veteran editor, Francis P. Church. Mr.
Church was the son of a Baptist minister. He had covered the Civil War for

the New York Times and had worked
for the New York Sun for 20 years becoming the paper’s anonymous editorial writer. Mr. Church realized
neither he nor the paper could ignore
the child’s question.
He must answer it
and answer it truthfully. His response
became one of the
most memorable editorials in newspaper
history.
Again, this holiday
season, The Courier
thought it would be
interesting to step
back in time when
things seemed a little
simpler and the answer to a child’s question could capti-

Almanac
Courier

On December 23, 1783, following the signing of the Treaty of Paris, General George Washington resigned as commander in chief of the Continental
Army and retired to his home at Mount Vernon, Virginia.
Washington addressed the assembled Congress:
“Happy in the confirmation of our independence and sovereignty, and
pleased with the opportunity afforded the United States of becoming a respectable nation, I resign with satisfaction the appointment I accepted with
diffidence; a diffidence in my abilities to accomplish so arduous a task; which
however was superseded by a confidence in the rectitude of our cause, the
support of the supreme power of the Union, and the patronage of Heaven.”

Celebrating the new year on January 1 is a relatively recent phenomenon. The calendar as we know it today has evolved several times and months have gone by different names. On the early Roman calendar, March was the first month
of the 10-month calendar. That is why the last four months of the
year have prefixes that coordinate with the seventh (September), eighth (October), ninth (November), and tenth (December) numerals. King Numa Pompilius reformed the calendar
u around 700 BCE by adding the months of January and Februo
ary to the original 10 months. But the calendar still required
dY
Di ow... some additional tweaking to be more aligned with the seaKn
sons. In 46 B.C., Julius Caesar introduced a solar-based calendar that was an improvement on the ancient Roman one, which
was lunar-based. During this time, the month of Quintilis was renamed July in
honor of Julius Caesar and Sextilis was renamed August in honor of Augustus. Shortly
after the introduction of the solar calendar, the beginning of the year was moved from
March 1 to January 1.

The
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vate and resonate through time.
Editor:
I am eight years old. Some of my
little friends say there is no Santa
Claus. Papa says
“If you see it in
The Sun it’s so.”
Please tell me the
truth, is there a
Santa Claus?
Virginia O’Hanlon.
Virginia,
Your
little
friends
are
wrong.
They
have been affected by the
skepticism of a skeptical age. They do
not believe except what they see. They
think nothing can be which is not
comprehensible by their little minds.
All minds, Virginia, whether they be
men’s or children’s, are little. In this
great universe of ours, man is a mere
insect, an ant, in his intellect as compared with the boundless world about
him, as measured by the intelligence
capable of grasping the whole of truth
and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa
Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! how dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be no childlike
faith then, no poetry, no romance to
make tolerable this existence. We
should have not enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus,

Chip Bertino Publisher/Editor
Mary Adair Comptroller

Linda Knight Advertising Representative
Contributing Writers

Dan Collins, Victor Fernandez, Ron Fisher, Douglas Hemmick, Jean Marx
Robert B. Adair 1938-2007

but even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that
prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but
that is no sign that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the
world are those that neither children
nor men can see. Did you ever see
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of
course not, but that’s no proof that
they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there
are unseen and unseeable in the
world.
You tear apart the baby’s rattle
and see what makes the noise inside,
but there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus? Thank God he
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10
times 10,000 years from now, he will
continue to make glad the heart of
childhood.
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!!!
Mr. Church’s editorial was an immediate sensation and was published
every year until the paper folded in
1949. Mr. Church married shortly
after the editorial appeared. He died
in April 1906, leaving no children.
Virginia O’Hanlon went on to graduate from Hunter College with a Bachelor of Arts Degree at the age of 21.
The following year she received a Master’s degree from Columbia. In 1912
she began teaching in the New York
school system and later became a principal. After 47 years as an educator
she retired. Throughout her life she
received a steady stream of mail about
her Santa Claus letter. Virginia O’Hanlon Douglass died in 1971 at the age of
81 in a nursing home in Valatie, NY.

P.O. Box 1326 Ocean Pines, MD 21811

410-629-5906
thecourier@delmarvacourier.com
www.delmarvacourier.com
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us Friday noon prior to publication date. The advertising deadline is Friday at 5 p.m. Read The Courier online at delmarvacourier.com

December 23, 2020 The Courier Page 5

Buon Natale

I believe because
Never have I glimpsed Santa’s
sleigh riding across a darkened sky.
Yet, in this crazy, topsy-turvy world
much can be gained if we allow our-

embodied by the twinkle in his eye is
more powerful than a skeptic’s
glance. It’s a spirit that soars upon
the unfettered wings of who we’d like
to be; it nourishes our
souls, giving us strength to
become our very best.
I believe much is
gained when we unfurl our
By Chip Bertino
imaginations, let go of despair and allow a little
chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com
“Ho, ho, ho” to resonate in
our hearts.
selves to believe in the spirit embodSanta Claus is alive and well.
ied in a bright red suit and adorned
During this time of year he goes
with whiskers white as snow. Hope
about his business as he has for cenand warmth is found when we keep
turies. Trends and fads concern him
ourselves open to a presence that em- not, because what he has to offer is
braces the best of who we are. Simpure and unadulterated for those
ply, I believe in Santa Claus and the
willing to believe. For you see the
spirit of Christmas. The older I get,
passage of time cannot alter or dull
the more I need to believe.
that which is timeless: the pure, honest emotions we
feel when we embrace the ones
we love, when we
toast the health
of those around
us and remember those who
are not. Opening
our hearts to
what we don’t
fully understand
but nonetheless
believe is a lasting gift.
The good
cheer Santa
spreads is worn
handsomely by
There’s something wonderful
those who believe, like a comfortable
about fairy tales, four leaf clovers and warm sweater on a chilly December
the magic of watching a child sit on
morning. Having faith protects the
Santa’s knee for the first time.
soul from sadness, heal scars of deThere’s a lot of joy and happiness
spair and dries tears of pain. The
that can be shared by simply believspirit of Santa Claus need not be a
ing.
childhood memory. If we allow it, the
I believe in the attraction of
spirit can envelop who we are now.
mistletoe, the magic of a first snow
It’s there, we just need to look. We
and the whimsy of making a wish bejust need to believe.
side a well. I believe in these things
When we allow ourselves to beand more, just because.
lieve in the spirit of Santa Claus we
I believe in good cheer and good
reveal the part of our soul that glows
times and good friends. I believe in
most brilliantly, most warmly and
wonder and hope and fond memories most honestly. It’s the very best gift
yet to be held. And I believe in the
we can give to ourselves and those
charity of the man who rides in a red
around us.
sleigh sharing joy.
I haven’t seen a toy-laden sleigh
I believe a child’s smile, and ours
dash across a blue-black sky but I beas well, becomes more vibrant in the
lieve!
presence of Santa Claus. The spirit

It’s All About. . .

Happy Holidays!
We thank our customers and the community
for their support during these trying times.
l Gift Items/Free Giftwrapping
l Amish & Italian Foods
l Ice Cream
l Soups
l Ladies Jewelry/Clothing
Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

31854 James Lowe Lane
Frankford, DE 19945

302-732-6832

302-732-6159
Gift Shop
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Frohe Weihnacten

Check mass requirements
before heading out

Assisted Living Memory Care
A Home-Like Setting with Peace of Mind
Call 410-449-4090 today
for more information or to
schedule a visit to
our on-site showroom.

1135 Ocean Parkway Ocean Pines, MD 21811 410-449-4090

Cathedral of Saint Peter in Wilmington at 2:00 p.m. on December 24.
Viewers can watch it live or recorded
on the diocesan YouTube channel –
//YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm.
The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington was established in 1868 and comprises 56 parishes, 18 missions and 30
schools serving the State of Delaware
and the nine counties of Maryland’s
Eastern Shore. More information on
the diocesan effort to respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic is available
at www.cdow.org/cornoavirus.

Church service
to be held
The Church of the Holy Spirit will
celebrate Christmas with a church
service at 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve,
December 24. Masks and social
distancing are required.
The church is located at Coastal
Highway and 100th St. For more
information, call 410-723-1973.

Kiwanis offers
free membership
Like most clubs, Kiwanis has annual dues, but due to COVID-19, Kiwanis International has allowed
clubs all over the world in 80+
countries to have new members join
for free for a year, as long as they
join by December 31, 2020. Call Kiwanis Club of Greater Ocean PinesOcean City President Steve Cohen at
(301) 667-3099 or by email at stevecohenjd@gmail.com to apply. This
is an opportunity to join free for a
year and experience what Kiwanis is
all about.

A BAGEL
Free
Wireless
Internet

a n d ...

410-208-0707
Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wednesday - Sunday

Serving Breakfast and Lunch
RTE. 589

Pastries and Cookie Trays
Boar’s Head Meats

A Bagel
and..

Manklin Creek

ing
v
i
L
d
e
r
Cate
s
e
n
i
P
n
a
at Oce

Those who plan to attend Christmas Eve or Christmas Day Masses in
one of the 74 Catholic parish or mission churches in Delaware or Maryland’s Eastern Shore are urged to
check their parish’s website or bulletin
before heading out. Some parishes are
requiring advanced reservations in
order to comply with state mandated
attendance limitations due to the recent uptick in COVID-19 cases in our
area.
“We want to avoid having to turn
people away at the door,” said the
Most Reverend W. Francis Malooly,
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of
Wilmington. “Parishes are following
government guidelines to make sure
everyone stays safe and healthy during
Christmas and beyond. Limiting attendance, social distancing, wearing
masks, and other requirements will be
in place to assure that we will all be
around when our Christmas Masses
are once again standing room only.”
The dispensation from the obligation
to attend Sunday and Holy Day
Masses that Bishop Malooly instituted
in March remains in place in the Diocese of Wilmington.
Locally, St. John Neumann
Catholic Church will livestream its holiday masses. The window to make
mass reservations to attend in person
has closed.
Many parishes are live-streaming
or posting pre-recorded Masses on
their YouTube, Facebook or web
pages. Catholics are encouraged to
check their parish website or bulletin
to find out if and when their Christmas
Mass will be available online.
Christmas Eve Mass with Bishop
Malooly will be live-streamed from the

O.P. South
Gate Entrance

OCEAN PKWY

Southgate - Ocean Pines
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Joyeux Noel
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Feliz Navidad

Fun facts about Three Kings Day
The holiday season begins with
Thanksgiving, and many people believe that the festivities come to a
close after ringing in the new year. In
fact, for the faithful, the Christmas
season does not end until January 6
(January 12 in Eastern churches).

January 6 marks the celebration
of the Epiphany, sometimes referred
to as Three Kings Day, Little Christmas, the Baptism of Jesus, and D’a
de los Reyes. The Epiphany is celebrated 12 days after December 25. In

fact, that is where the phrase the
Twelve Days of Christmas, and the
song of the same name, originated.
Christians believe that the real
celebration of the holiday season
does not begin until December 24
and then continues through Three
Kings
Day.
While the four
weeks preceding Christmas,
also known as
Advent,
are
supposed to be
times of reflection and prayer
in anticipation
of the birth of
Jesus Christ,
the 12 days of
Christmas are
times of great
celebration. On
the Epiphany, children may leave
their shoes out for presents in a similar fashion to the way stockings are
hung. Gifts are exchanged, reminiscent of the three gifts the magi presented to the Christ child of gold,

frankincense oil and a resin called
myrrh. The gold represented Christ’s
royal standing. The frankincense
marked Christ’s divine birth. Finally,
the myrrh stood for Christ’s mortality.
Many celebrants will bake ringshaped cakes in which they will hide
plastic baby figurines that are meant
to symbolize Jesus Christ. The cake
is called The Kings Ring, or Rosca de
Reyes.
In Latin America, the three magi
are more prominent figures than
Santa Claus and are greatly revered
by children and adults alike. Until
the 19th century, the Epiphany may
have been considered more important than Christmas day. However,
those tides have largely shifted outside of Latin America and areas
dominated by large populations of
people who have Latin American
heritage.
Christmas and New Year’s garner
considerable attention during holiday celebrations, but Three Kings
Day also is an important date on the
calendar for faithful Christians.

Mele Kalikimaka
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Review of

The Women in Black
By Jean Marx
The Women in Black by Madeleine
St. John is a sweet and funny book
tracing the lives of four young women
who work at Goode’s Department
Store in Sydney, Australia. The book
is set in the 1950s and it is approaching Christmastime, their busiest time
of year. The book derives its name
from the black dresses, or “frocks” as
they are called, that these female sales
associates must wear.
The four associates don’t know
each other well at the start of the story,
but their lives intertwine as the story
unfolds and lasting
friendships
are
made.
Magda is
glamorous and flamboyant. She immigrated to Australia
from Slovenia and she
runs the Model Gowns
department. Goode’s
imports most of its
frocks from New York
and London, assuring
its discerning clientele
that each gown sold in
Magda’s department is
one-of-a-kind.
The
store’s catch phrase of “I
got it at Goode’s” draws
in female shoppers from
all over Australia, as the
ladies vie to have their frocks outshine
all others at their holiday parties.
Patty is the most senior of the associates, having worked at Goode’s for
years. She is married to Frank, but
there has been no romance in their 10year marriage. On weeknights, he
prefers eating a steak every night and
watching TV before going to bed. On
weekends, he drops Patty off at her
mother’s while he plays golf or goes to
a pub with friends. Patty is in her midthirties and feels worn out from her
dull routine that shows no sign of ending. She is seeing her prospects for
having a family dimming, yet she sees
no way to spark Frank’s interest.
Fay works with Patty in the Ladies’
Cocktail Frocks department. Fay has
a bubbly personality and wants to attract a love interest in her life. While
she goes on many dates, none of her
suitors have advanced to boyfriend
status. Fay used to be a cigarette girl
and then a cocktail waitress in her
early twenties.
Now working at

Goode’s, Fay has not shared her age
with Patty, but Patty speculates it is at
least thirty. Patty cannot understand
why Fay doesn’t have a man since she
incessantly talks about them. Fay
keeps repeating her mantra of “If at
first you don’t succeed, try, try, try
again,” but over time, she is finding it
harder to cheer herself up with the
mantra.
The fourth associate is Lesley, a
teenager just out of high school. She
takes the job at Goode’s as a temporary
employee, as she
has recently taken
the exam for her
“Leaving Certificate.” With a stellar score on this
college aptitude
exam, it will assure her a scholarship that she
sorely needs to
be able to afford
college. She arrives at Goode’s
as a shy, thin,
and rather awkward girl who is
trying to find
her
confidence.
She
puts down on
her job application that her name is Lisa as a way
to inject a little excitement in her life.
Lisa loves poetry and she often recites
poems to herself when she is feeling
particularly nervous. She gets assigned to work with Magda. This has
all the ladies at Goode’s tittering as to
whether Lisa will be able to measure
up to Magda’s lofty standards.
I found the book to be witty and a
light, fun read. It was fun to see how
the author weaves the stories together
of these four associates. By the time
the Christmas season is complete at
Goode’s, each of the women will have
changed and in a variety of ways.
The book was originally published
in 1993 and was later made into a feature film and a successful musical. Ms.
St. John also wrote A Pure Clear Light,
The Essence of the Thing, and A Stairway to Paradise. While she was born
in Sydney in 1941, this book, The
Women in Black, is the only one she
set in Australia. The author passed
away in 2006.

Answers for December 16

Feliz Natal
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Boxing Day extends holiday fun
The end of the year presents
plenty of opportunities for shopping
and celebrating. Starting with
Thanksgiving preparations, there is
a steady supply of days geared
around generosity and merriment,

counting down to the holiday gifting
and entertaining season. Black Friday, Small Business Saturday and
all of the weekends preceding
Christmas are prime opportunities
to snag discounts and deals. However, for those in Canada, Australia
and the United Kingdom, gift-giving
doesn’t cease with the passing of
Christmas.
Boxing Day, which falls the day
after Christmas, has nothing to do
with bringing empty gift boxes out
to the recycling bin. While it has
transformed into another day to
grab seasonal deals, Boxing Day has
historically served as a day to give to
the less fortunate.

During the Victorian era in
Britain, servants were not given off
on Christmas Day because they had
to work during their employers’ celebrations. Therefore, they were allowed off the following day,
December 26, to
spend time with
their own families.
The holiday became
standard practice in
1871. Boxing Day
may have gotten its
moniker
from
wealthy people who
would give their
employees
boxes
filled with small
gifts,
Christmas
dinner leftovers and
money as recognition for their service. Others believe it
refers to alms boxes
placed in churches
for the collection of
donations for the
poor.
December
26
also is the feast day of St. Stephen,
the patron saint of horses, so Boxing
Day has been tied to sporting events
involving horses. This includes
horse races and fox hunts.
Even though the British established early residency in America,
the Boxing Day tradition did not
travel over to the colonies from England. However, Canadians and other
former British strongholds celebrate
it as a public holiday. Offices are
closed and public transportation
may run on holiday schedules.
Boxing Day is yet another endof-year opportunity to share gifts
and well wishes with loved ones and
the less fortunate.

There for you...

The Courier
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Volunteers continue
tradition with successful
donation drive

Local volunteers this week wrapped up a hugely
successful donation drive to help U.S. soldiers serving overseas.
Organizer Barbara Peletier said longtime Ocean
Pines resident Anna Foultz was the inspiration for
the collection. Foultz, who passed away last year,
started the drive with her husband, Carl, and their
Star Charities nonprofit.
This year, a small group of volunteers set up in
the Ocean Pines Community Center parking lot and
gathered items
over
four
Wednesdays in
October. Donations
included
toiletries
and
nonperishable
food, cards and
books, and many
other items.
Volunteers worked with Salisbury-based nonprofit Operation We Care, which will package and
ship the goods in time for a holiday delivery to U.S.
soldiers abroad.
Peletier penned the following thank-you note to
the local community:
“Thanks to the generous people of Ocean Pines
and Ocean City, we were able to keep alive Anna’s
dream of supporting our deployed military during
the Holidays. With the assistance of Larry Walton
(AARP) and Candy Foreman (Kiwanis), Operation
We Care was a huge success.
“Also assisting was Sharon Hilty, who collected
donations in Ocean City in remembrance of her son,
Sfc. John-David Hilty.
“All donations will be boxed and shipped in time
for the holidays. If Anna was with us, she would say
‘thank you and God bless.’”
In total, Peletier said volunteers collected five
carloads of donations, including a big final day on
Oct. 28.
“We did great,” she said. “They will need two
SUVs to carry what was collected [on the last day].”
Peletier said the plan is to continue the collection
next year, again with help from Walton, a U.S. Army
veteran who served in Vietnam.
“I am planning to collect again next October, and
Larry has agreed to have AARP sponsor the event,”
she said. “We will do [the drive] on four Wednesdays
in October.”
For more information or to donate to Operation
We Care, visit www.operationwecare.org or
www.facebook.com/OpWeCare.

Home Delivery

Ocean Pines Only. Call 410-629-5906

Local Newsstands
www.delmarvacourier.com
TheCourierofOceanPines
Davis recognized

The Ocean Pines Pine’eer Craft Club announced its crafter of the month for October is Charlie Davis.
Originally from the Glen Burnie area, Davis became interested in woodworking while spending time with his father
and working as a residential home builder.
While in high school, Davis, spent three years in the Vocational Technical Center in Anne Arundel County, where
he majored in cabinet making. After graduation, Davis worked for his father building homes, and later became an equal
partner in the family owned construction business.
Davis also spent 31 years working as a cabinet maker for the U.S. government.
Now retired, Davis continues to explore woodworking with the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift Shop, where he makes
crafts using a scroll saw and wood-turning projects objects with a lathe. Davis enjoys producing both patriotic works
and those with an animal theme.
According to Davis, “I have no scrap wood, just wood I haven’t used yet.”
Davis’ creations, as well as many other unique and handmade items, are available in the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift
Shop in White Horse Park, next to the Farmer’s Market and across from the Administration Building on 239 Ocean Parkway. The shop is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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New year, new Medicare cap
By Billy Hamilton
With the holidays and new year
fast approaching, it is a good time to
review
Medicare
coverages and rules.
Each calendar year
Medicare sets a
monetary cap on
physical
therapy
services that resets
on January 1st of
each year. This “cap”
Billy Hamilton
in recent years was
modified from a a
“hard” cap to a “soft” cap. As the new
year approaches, it is also good to
note that you have direct access to
physical therapy services if you have
an issue that can benefit from such
treatments.
Basically, every year Medicare requires patients to pay a small deductible before they will begin to
cover their portion of your medical
bills. The current deductible is $198
but will increase to $211 on January 1,
2021. This is a small deductible compared to most commercial plans and
increases minimally each year. If you

need PT after January 1, you will be
responsible for the first $211 if your
secondary plan does not cover the deductible. If you are unsure, I recommend calling your secondary
insurance carrier and asking whether
they cover the Medicare deductible.
Once the deductible is met, Medicare
then covers 80% of your medical bills
and forwards the remaining 20% to
your secondary (if you have one) or
directly to you (if you do not have secondary coverage). If you do not have a
secondary, it may sound like you will
be responsible for a large sum (20%).
However, typical physical therapy
treatments in Maryland average $85.
This means you would be responsible,
on average, for $17 each session. In
my experience, this $17 is lower than
most commercial insurance copays.
In short, PT is an affordable means of
treatment.
Medicare has also established a
monetary annual cap on physical
therapy services that is now considered a “soft” cap. The initial cap is set
at $2,110, however with most physical therapy diagnosis you can use up

to $,3,000. Once you reach the
$3,000 cap, your PT must be able to
show and document objective
progress for you to continue. In years
past this $3,000 cap was a “hard”
cap, meaning once you reached it
your PT coverage was cut off. However, as I just mentioned, you are now
allowed to “exceed” the cap if you are
truly benefitting medically from
treatment and objective documentation is provided.
The final point I would like to
highlight is that most insurances, including Medicare, cover Direct Access

to physical therapy. In simple terms
this means that you could be evaluated and treated by a physical therapist without a referral. The best part
of Direct Access is that this is covered
by Medicare and most commercial
payers. I have found over my 15 years
in practice that this is the best kept
secret, and we need to make a point
to educate everyone about this incredible right to physical therapy
treatment.
William “Billy” Hamilton, is
owner of Hamilton Physical Therapy
in Ocean Pines.
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Volunteers continue
tradition with successful
donation drive

Local volunteers this week wrapped up a hugely
successful donation drive to help U.S. soldiers serving overseas.
Organizer Barbara Peletier said longtime Ocean
Pines resident Anna Foultz was the inspiration for
the collection. Foultz, who passed away last year,
started the drive with her husband, Carl, and their
Star Charities nonprofit.
This year, a small group of volunteers set up in
the Ocean Pines Community Center parking lot and
gathered items
over
four
Wednesdays in
October. Donations
included
toiletries
and
nonperishable
food, cards and
books, and many
other items.
Volunteers worked with Salisbury-based nonprofit Operation We Care, which will package and
ship the goods in time for a holiday delivery to U.S.
soldiers abroad.
Peletier penned the following thank-you note to
the local community:
“Thanks to the generous people of Ocean Pines
and Ocean City, we were able to keep alive Anna’s
dream of supporting our deployed military during
the Holidays. With the assistance of Larry Walton
(AARP) and Candy Foreman (Kiwanis), Operation
We Care was a huge success.
“Also assisting was Sharon Hilty, who collected
donations in Ocean City in remembrance of her son,
Sfc. John-David Hilty.
“All donations will be boxed and shipped in time
for the holidays. If Anna was with us, she would say
‘thank you and God bless.’”
In total, Peletier said volunteers collected five
carloads of donations, including a big final day on
Oct. 28.
“We did great,” she said. “They will need two
SUVs to carry what was collected [on the last day].”
Peletier said the plan is to continue the collection
next year, again with help from Walton, a U.S. Army
veteran who served in Vietnam.
“I am planning to collect again next October, and
Larry has agreed to have AARP sponsor the event,”
she said. “We will do [the drive] on four Wednesdays
in October.”
For more information or to donate to Operation
We Care, visit www.operationwecare.org or
www.facebook.com/OpWeCare.

Home Delivery
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Davis recognized

The Ocean Pines Pine’eer Craft Club announced its crafter of the month for October is Charlie Davis.
Originally from the Glen Burnie area, Davis became interested in woodworking while spending time with his father
and working as a residential home builder.
While in high school, Davis, spent three years in the Vocational Technical Center in Anne Arundel County, where
he majored in cabinet making. After graduation, Davis worked for his father building homes, and later became an equal
partner in the family owned construction business.
Davis also spent 31 years working as a cabinet maker for the U.S. government.
Now retired, Davis continues to explore woodworking with the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift Shop, where he makes
crafts using a scroll saw and wood-turning projects objects with a lathe. Davis enjoys producing both patriotic works
and those with an animal theme.
According to Davis, “I have no scrap wood, just wood I haven’t used yet.”
Davis’ creations, as well as many other unique and handmade items, are available in the Ocean Pines Artisan Gift
Shop in White Horse Park, next to the Farmer’s Market and across from the Administration Building on 239 Ocean Parkway. The shop is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Send Your Belongings First Class
Operated by 4th and 5th Generation Movers
l Local/Long Distance/International Services
l Specializing in Commercial, Office,
Industrial and Residential Moving
l Direct Service to ALL Points - Florida Specialists
l Secured, Monitored Storage Facilities
l

Certified Packing and Moving Specialists
l Custom Crating Experts
l Competitive Prices, Superior Value
l FREE ESTIMATES
l Ask About Our Guaranteed Pricing and Dates
l

BATES MOVING

&

Agent for United Van Lines

STORAGE

410-749-7117

Nationwide

800-543-1902

www.BatesMoving.com
27120 Ocean Gateway - Hebron, MD 218030

United Van Lines U.S. DOT No. 077949
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Blithe Yule

1

Playing
Santa Claus
Can you name the
actor portraying Santa?

2

5

3
4

6

1. Richard Attenborough
2. Edward Asner
3. David Huddleston
4. Kurt Russell
5. Paul Giamatti
6. Tim Allen
7. Edmund Gwenn

7

Schone Wiehnacte
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The principles of Kwanzaa
In 1966, California State University, Long Beach professor Dr.
Maulana Karenga sought a
way to bring African
Americans together as
a community. Dr.
Karenga ultimately
settled on Kwanzaa, a
holiday that has now
been celebrated for
nearly 60 years.
According to History.com, Kwanzaa gets
its name from the Swahili phrase
“matunda ya kwanza,” which means
“first fruits.” Kwanzaa is a week-long
celebration during which seven principles are discussed.
Those principles serve as the foundation of Kwanzaa, and each night of
Kwanzaa emphasizes a different one of
these foundational tenets.
1. Umoja: The Swahili word for
“unity,” umoja is focused on maintaining and striving for greater unity in the
family, community, nation, and race.
2. Kujichagulia: The principle of
kujichagulia focuses on self-determination and is designed to inspire
Kwanzaa celebrants to discuss how
they define themselves, name themselves, create for themselves, and

speak for themselves.
3. Ujima: Ujima focuses on collective work and responsibility. When
discussing ujima, celebrants
focus on how they can work
together to build and
maintain their communities. In addition,
ujima is dedicated to
communities solving
problems together by
making one member’s
problem
everyone’s
problem.
4. Ujamaa: Ujamaa is
dedicated to cooperative economics and how celebrants can build
and maintain their own businesses
and how they can all profit from the

Tides for Ocean City Inlet

success of those businesses.
5. Nia: “Nia” is the Swahili word for
“purpose.” The principle of nia is
meant to encourage celebrants to
make the building and development of
their communities a collective vocation.
6. Kuumba: Creativity is the basis
for the principle of kuumba, which encourages celebrants to do everything
they can to make their communities
more beautiful and fruitful for all.
7. Imani: The Swahili word for
“faith,” imani promotes believing fully
in one’s people, parents, teachers, and
leaders.
Kwanzaa is an annual celebration
that begins on December 26 and ends
on January 1.

County Christmas tree recycling returns
The Solid Waste Division of Worcester County will host its annual collection of Christmas trees through January 15. Area residents can drop off
Christmas trees at the Central Landfill in Newark and the Berlin, Pocomoke,
and Snow Hill Homeowners Convenience Centers at no cost.
Businesses and organizations that sold trees will not be permitted to drop
off trees at the convenience centers, but may take them to the Central Landfill where applicable tipping fees will be assessed.
The trees will be ground into mulch for use at the Central Landfill. Remember, you can make a difference by recycling. For more info, contact Recycling Manager Mike McClung at 410-632-3177.

Day

High
/Low

Tide
Time

W 23
23
23
23

High
Low
High
Low

2:38 AM
8:36 AM
2:53 PM
8:57 PM

Th 24
24
24
24

High
Low
High
Low

3:33 AM
9:33 AM
3:45 PM
9:41 PM

F 25
25
25
25

High 4:21 AM
Low 10:28 AM
High 4:33 PM
Low 10:25 PM

Sa 26
26
26
26

High 5:06 AM
Low 11:18 AM
High 5:18 PM
Low 11:09 PM

Su 27
27
27
27

High 5:49 AM
Low 12:03 PM
High 6:02 PM
Low 11:51 PM

M 28
28
28

High 6:31 AM
Low 12:45 PM
High 6:45 PM

Tu 29
29
29
29

Low
High
Low
High

12:33 AM
7:14 AM
1:26 PM
7:28 PM

Support Local Businesses
To place your business card call
AUTO

DENTISTRY

410-629-5906
PAINTING

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA
Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry
1 Pitts Street
Berlin, Maryland 21811

(410) 641-3490
ott.masenior@gmail.com
BOAT BROKER

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAUL’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS
All phases of home improvements
No job too small - No job too large
Handyman Home Services
Over 40 years experience

410-641-7548
Free Estimates

MHIC #83501

Dennis Pierce/Owner
Local Contractor since 1982

Website: dpcustompainting.com
Email: dpcustompainting@aol.com

TITLE SERVICES
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