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The Franklin County Commission
took steps Monday to prevent the
interruption of internet services for
six local businesses.

At a special meeting, commission-
ers approved a contract with
ProVision Intelligent Solutions, LLC,
to continue internet services to six
businesses in and around the
Russellville Industrial Park. The
county will pay ProVision $1,355 per

month as a base fee to continue sup-
plying internet to Warehouse
Furniture, Distinctive Designs,
Northwest Industries, B&B Roadway,
Alaco Sales and the Northwest
Alabama Livestock Auction. 

The contract with ProVision, which
was set to expire on January 15,
2021, was extended through June
15, 2021, with  a 60-day grace peri-
od to terminate if another internet
provider takes over service.

When commissioners voted this

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

After word spread Friday evening
of the tragic death of a 9-year-old
Russellville Elementary School stu-
dent, the community stepped up
Saturday and quickly raised $10,000
to pay for her funeral expenses and
the cost of transporting her body
back to Guatemala for burial.

Yaritza Ramos Nolasco, a fourth
grader at RES, died Friday evening
from injuries sustained after she was
hit by a car while attempting to cross
Waterloo Road.

Yaritza and her family moved to
Russellville approximately 18
months ago, as many families do,
searching for better life opportunities
in the United States. 

Community responds to pay
for student's funeral expenses

Commission action 
preserves internet service

for six businesses

See ‘EXPENSES,’ page 4

See ‘INTERNET,’ page  7

COURTESY PHOTO
The Go Fund Me that was set up for funeral
expenses for a young Russellville student initial-
ly had a goal of $10,000. That goal was eclipsed
in just seven hours and raised a total of $10,775.



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Vickie Lee King, 66, of Phil Campbell, passed
away on Tuesday, December 15th.  A memorial

service will be held at a later date.

Charles Thomas McGuire, 64, of Russellville,
passed away on Wednesday, December 16th.  A

memorial service will be held at a later date.

Robert Carl Mitchell, 63, of Russellville,
passed away on Sunday, December 13th.
Interment at Franklin Memory Gardens.

Marilyn Kay Willis Nichols, 68, of
Russellville, passed away on Monday,

December 14th.  Interment at Cherry Hill
Cemetery.

Old Fashioned American
Cheese - $21.99, 5 lb.
box

Smoked Sliced Hog Jaw -
$1.99/lb.

Pick 5 - $19.99

Beef

Chuck Roast
$4.29 lb.

Whole Boneless

Pork Loins
$1.99/lb.

Fresh Lean

Ground Beef
$2.49 lb./

Family Pack

Fresh Fryer

Drumsticks or
Thighs

$.99/lb. Fam.
Pack

T-Bone

Steak
$6.99/lb.

Boneless

Pork Chops
$2.59/lb.

Smoked Sliced Bacon -
$3.49/lb.

Come enjoy these great deals!
We thank you for your business!
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2020 rainfall sets record for
Tennessee Valley
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Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative submissions

to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, don’t forget to visit us online at

www.franklinfreepress.net!
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In a year of firsts, 2020 presented Tennessee Valley residents with another
on December 13th.

That day’s rainfall, .45 inches locally in Russellville, officially made 2020 the
wettest year ever recorded in the Tennessee Valley, according to Tennessee
Valley Authority officials.

As of December 13th, the year’s rainfall totaled 67.43 inches on average
across the Tennessee Valley. That surpassed the 2018 record of 67.01 inch-
es.

2019 saw 66.47 inches on average across the Tennessee Valley, so TVA
officials have managed three consecutive years of record rainfall.

“The last three years have been a remarkable stretch of above average
rainfall,” said James Everett, TVA River Forecast Center Senior Manager.
“Before 2018, the previous record had stood for 45 years. Since 2018, we’ve
either set a record or come close to it every year. And the 2020 record came
with two weeks left in the calendar year, so it will likely increase.”

A further breakdown of rainfall shows that between October 1, 2019 and
September 30, 2020, the Tennessee Valley recorded 75.74 inches of rainfall.
This was by far the wettest fiscal year total in the 131-year period of record,
Everett said.

While the year as a whole has seen heavy rainfall, November was actually
one of the low months for rainfall, with only 2.34 inches. That’s about 62 per-
cent of normal monthly rainfall in the area, and November ended a streak of
13 straight months with above average rainfall, also a TVA record.

Tennessee Valley Authority officials have worked to avert more than $1 bil-
lion in flood damages throughout the valley. On average, TVA’s reservoir
management, including the Bear Creek Lakes system in Franklin County,
saves the region about $300 million. Since it completed its first dam, Norris
Dam, in Tennessee, TVA has averted more than $9 billion in flood damages.

The TVA system includes 49 dams used to manage lake levels and river
flows. Management of the TVA system provides a variety of benefits, includ-
ing flood control, navigation, hydroelectric generation, recreation, water qual-
ity and water supply.

“Managing the Tennessee River system during this extended period of
record rainfall continues to be a team effort of the River Management, Hydro
Generation and Dam Safety staff at TVA,” Everett said. “The sites and crews
in the field have put in countless long days maintaining and operating equip-
ment like sluice gates, spill gates, cranes and, of course, hydroelectric gen-
erators, all of which are necessary to control flow through TVA reservoirs.”



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t forget to
visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653
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‘EXPENSES,’ from page 1
According to a social media post from

Russellville City Schools, RES Principal Kristie
Ezzell said Yaritza was a good student who loved
school and her teachers.

“Even though Yaritza had only been at RES for a
year and a half, she was really thriving this year.
She had the sweetest smile,” Ezzell said. “We are
so saddened by this horrible tragedy and the loss
of our sweet girl. We will be there to support our
students and faculty through this, and we also
hope, with the help of our community, to be able to
help the family as well.”

The community did just that, and in quick fash-
ion. A Go Fund Me account was set up Saturday
with the goal of raising $10,000 to pay for Yaritza’s
funeral expenses and return of her body to her
native Guatemala. 

It took less than seven hours for donations to
exceed the $10,000 goal, as the campaign ended
with $10,775 raised.

Russellville City Schools Superintendent Heath
Grimes, who visited with Yaritza’s family Saturday,
said he was overwhelmed with the support shown
to her family.

“This is an amazing response by our community
and just society as a whole. It makes me extreme-
ly proud of people. There is still a lot of good in this
world,” Grimes said.

News of the accident spread quickly Friday
evening. 

According to police reports, Yaritza was attempt-
ing to cross Waterloo Road near Yogi’s Citgo
when she was struck by a vehicle.

Preliminary investigation indicates the motorist
was not in violation of any traffic laws and the inci-
dent was just a tragic accident. 

Yaritza was pronounced dead a short time after
being transported to Russellville Hospital, police
said.

Yaritza’s teacher, Cortney Green, said she will
always remember her student as a joy to teach
and an inspiration to other students.

“Yaritza was like a little sponge. She had been
flourishing. She was learning multiplication and
loved phonemic awareness,” Green said. “She
learned to write her name in cursive, and on the
last day of school she hugged me and said ‘I love
you Mrs. Green.’ This little class has been my
greatest blessing this year. I have learned so
much from them, especially Yaty.”

Although the fund raising goal has been met,
Grimes said the family still needs prayers for the
difficult days ahead.

“My heart is absolutely broken for this family. I
hope our community and others will rally around
them during this devastating time,” Grimes said.
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For news updates throughout the week, don’t forget to check us
out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Russellville BOE members pay
tribute to Pounders

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As he sat side-by-side with fellow Russellville City Schools Board of
Education member Judy Pounders, Jerry Groce was regularly amazed with
her knowledge about, well, everyone.

“In our work sessions, no matter who was brought up, Judy remembered
them and knew their name and family. She just knew everyone,” Groce said.
“She was a joy to work with and we greatly miss her.

“Not only did Russellville lose a great citizen, but our school system lost a
great person. You talk about someone bleeding black and gold and it was
her,” he added.

Groce shared his memories of Pounders at the board’s December 16th

meeting, the first since Pounders died December 10th. 
A retired teacher, guidance counselor and board of education member,

Pounders, 71, passed away after a brief battle with cancer.
RCS Superintendent of Education Heath Grimes said he was contacted by

one of Pounders’ former students who made a generous donation to create
an annual memorial scholarship in Pounders’ name.

The short meeting saw the board approve several personnel moves, includ-
ing:

—Volunteer: Jason Barnett, golf.
—Resignation in Position: Ronnie Ritter, part-time teacher at Russellville

High School, effective Dec. 19, 2020.
—Employment in Position: Keith Wilson, bus driver, effective December 1,

2020, and Karly Cook, West Elementary teacher, effective January 1, 2021.
—Athletic Consultants: Matt Spurgeon for RHS junior varsity baseball.

Maximum payment shall not exceed $600 and shall be paid by the Baseball
Booster Club, Tyrone Wilson and DeAndre Coleman to be pro-consult for the
RHS football team, with maximum payment not to exceed $1,380, to be paid
by the Football Booster Club.

—Transfers: Sandra Kennedy, from custodian at Early Childhood Center to
custodian for RCS system-wide, effective January 1, 2021, Michelle Murray,
from RHS counselor to RMS counselor, effective January 1, 2021 and
Jeremie L. Kinney, from RMS counselor to RHS counselor, effective January
1, 2021.

In other agenda items, the board:
—approved a facility use request for RHS baseball to use the baseball facil-

ities and gym on January 18, 2021, for a youth baseball camp.
—approved RHS and RMS students to travel to Enterprise for the All-State

Show Choir Festival, and approved spring athletic schedules and away game
travel for athletes and cheerleaders.

—approved a contract with Sammy Washington, school resource officer,
from October 1, 2020 through October 1, 2021.

—approved a professional development contract for English Language
Learners services with ELL Made Simple.

—approved a service contract with LED Solutions.

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned Motor

Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1
through 32-13-8, the following motor vehicle will be
sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on February 3rd, 2021,
at M&N Wrecker & Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43
South, Russellville, Al, 35653. Seller reserves the

right to reject any bid and the right to bid. 

2008 Toyota Camry VIN 4T1BE46K78U216275 

2008 Honda Civic VIN JHMFA36298S010171



The NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance Program supplies
free and low-cost medications for anyone in Alabama with a dis-

ability or a chronic illness, regardless of age, that requires daily medication.
Medicare recipients may also be eligible. For more information, contact
NACOLG SenioRx today. There is no charge for this service. Call 1-800-AGE-
LINE (1-800-243-5463) or 256-389-0529 and ask for Paula Pardue. This pro-
gram is in partnership with the state of Alabama and Alabama Department of
Senior Services.  

There will be a New Year’s Eve service starting at 6 p.m., and con-
tinuing into the new year, at the Church of God, Phil Campbell, 77

Mars Hill Road. Hwy. Turn of Hwy. 13 just south of Phil Campbell. Everyone is
invited and welcome to attend. For more information, call 256-324-5288.

Fifth Thursday Food Giveaway - 2 p.m. December 31, 2020 -
Russellville First United Methodist Church – downtown corner of

Madison and Washington Ave.  Groceries will given out while supplies last.  All
social distancing measures will be followed.  Bring your ID and follow instruc-
tions given by staff.

Everyone is welcome to worship services at Duncan Creek Baptist
Church, 3925 Duncan Creek Road, Russellville. Service times are

Sunday School at 10 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. and Bible Study at 5 p.m.
Pastor is Bro. Joe Thorn.  

New Life Ministries invites you to join them for Sunday School at
10 a.m. on Sunday mornings and for worship services on Sundays

at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. and Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. On the first Sunday of each
month, there will be a fellowship lunch after morning services. You and your
family are invited to come worship and fellowship with the Lord of Hosts and
his children. New Life Ministries is located on Hwy. 24 west toward Red Bay,
behind Tompkins Feed.  

TOPS 0155 Russellville is now meeting at the Russellville Hospital
Education Room at 4:30 p.m. every Monday. Everyone is welcome

to drop in for a free meeting visit. Call 256-446-5962 or 256-412-2855 for more
info. 

The Newburg Masonic Lodge #388 meets the first Thursday of every
month. The Russellville Masonic Lodge #371 meets the first and third

Tuesday of every month. The Franklin County Shrine Club meets the second Tuesday
of each month. The Order of the Eastern Star Chapter 256 meets every second and
fourth Tuesday of each month at the Russellville Masonic Lodge. Spruce Pine
Masonic Lodge #608 meets the second and fourth Thursday of each month. Phil
Campbell Masonic Lodge #880 meets the first and third Thursday of each month.
Burleson Lodge #143 meets the second and fourth Monday of each month. Belgreen
Lodge #428 meets the first and third Monday of each month. All meetings start at 7
p.m.

Russellville Al-Anon is meeting at Russellville First Baptist Church
at 6 p.m., each Thursday. We are wearing masks and social dis-

tancing.

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest
columns, cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and

other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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‘INTERNET,’ from page 1
summer to change internet service from ProVision to AT&T, the decision

was based on the county saving money and simultaneously increasing band
width from 20 megabits to 100 megabit speed. 

When the county received a grant in 2006 to run fiber-optic cable from the
Franklin County Courthouse to the newly-built Franklin County Jail, commis-
sioners could not find a company willing to install the cable and provide serv-
ice, so the county ended up purchasing and installing the cable on its own.

That presented a challenge in finding an internet provider to light up cable
it didn’t install. Eventually, the county entered an agreement with ProVision,
based in Langston, Ala., in 2011, to provide internet services.

But that agreement came with the condition that ProVision could offer inter-
net to businesses in the Russellville Industrial Park, and a couple more locat-
ed on Highway 243.

Sheriff Shannon Oliver changed internet at the jail to AT&T in 2018. When
the county notified ProVision it was switching to AT&T, ProVision sent each
subscriber business notice their internet service would be terminated on
January 15, 2021. That left business owners concerned their business oper-
ations would be interrupted with no internet service.

Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore said county officials had no
idea of that consequence when the decision was made to switch to AT&T.

Representatives from the impacted businesses met last month with
Moore, Franklin County Development Authority Executive Director Sherye
Price and commis-
sioners Chris
Wallace,  Jason
Miller and Joseph
Baldwin, to voice
their concerns
about losing internet
services.

Monday’s agree-
ment to extend
ProVision’s servic-
es, at an increased
monthly rate for the
county, means there
will be no interrup-
tion in internet for
the six businesses.

“We appreciate
ProVision working
with us to help
these businesses
continue to receive
internet services,”
Moore said. 

Price has met with
Spectrum officials
about providing
internet to the
Russellville Industrial Park and surrounding area. 

Price said Spectrum (Charter) officials said the initial cost to install the
fiber lines and set up internet services to the businesses would be approxi-
mately $98,000. She added that Spectrum would contact other businesses
in the area and if more sign up for internet service, that initial cost could be
adjusted to $63,000. Moore said the county is working with the Alabama
Department of Economic and Community Affairs to see if grant funding may
be available for the $63,000 cost.

Other options for providing service are AT&T and freedomFiber, the inter-
net provider affiliate of the Tombigbee Electric Cooperative.

The commission also addressed another issue related to internet services
around the Russellville Industrial Park. On November 21st, a Franklin
Electric Cooperative power pole at 243/Walnut Gate Road was damaged,
along with the power line and the county’s fiber-optic line connected to the
pole. The source of the damage is unknown, but officials believe a tall vehi-
cle drove into the power line causing the damage.

Moore said the county placed an order with Danmark Communications to
repair the fiber. But problems with shipping and supply have delayed the
company’s ability to make the repairs. The cable was expected to be
replaced by the end of the week, though.

Three businesses, B&B Roadway, Northwest Industries and the sale bar,
were affected. The cost of replacing the cable will be just under $28,000,
Moore said.

In other agenda items, the commission:
—accepted the resignation of Probate Office clerk Renae Cochran, and

approved the transfer of county employee Loretta Sikes to the clerk position.







YARD SALES

PERSONAL

Need a truck driver with
one year of flatbed expe-
rience.  Must pass drug
test and have good driv-
ing record.  Record pay

27% of load and can
make $1,200 - $1,700a
week depending on you.

No waiting on loads.
Plan two to three days in
advance.  Call (205)-468-

1523 for more informa-
tion.

Looking for firewood.
Spruce Pine area. (256)-

332-4037.

Kittens Free to good
home. Call 256-366-0038.

FOR SALE

Dining table, 4 dining
chairs, chest of drawers,

night stand, two
lamp/phone stands, two
double bed framers and
microwave oven. Please

call 256-331-7434 or 256-

810-9176.

Ashley Bedroom Suite
For Sale. Height Bed with
metal frame. Large dress-

er with mirror. Large
chest. Nightstand with

glass top. Mattress and
springs. $550. Excellent
condition. Call 256-332-

0205.

For Sale—10 acres of
land. Part clear land, part
woodland. Good drive—

accessible for house trail-
ers. Fairview Road.

Quarter mile off Waterloo
Road on the right.
Contact Raymond

Timmons at 256-627-
8303 or 256-332-5789.

Beautiful Holiday Wreaths
for sale. 256-856-4139.

Timberline Lifetime High
Definition Roof Shingles.
Weatherwood Color, 21
Bundles. $400. (256)-

460-1959.

Two upright pianos for
sale. $100 each. Please

call 256-332-0068.

Duncan Phyle Dining
Table with two leaves and
six chairs. $280. Please

call (256)-460-9757.

Lighted curio/china cabi-
net with sliding with slid-
ing glass door with key.
$250. Please call (256)-

460-9757. 

FOR RENT

One bedroom furnished
apartment with TV and

private entrance.
Call (256)-332-5081 or

(256)-627-1916 for more
information.

One bedroom unfur-
nished apartment.  Stove
and refrigerator, private

entrance, patio.
Call (256)-332-5081 or

(256)-627-1916 for more
information.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates

Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-

Homes, acreage, lots for

sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up to

40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,

Motorcycles for sale. $15
for six consecutive

weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale

only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private

Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial

Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads

exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in

parentheses represents
the number of times the

ad has appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255 to place,
cancel or renew your ad.
Payment is required in

advance of publication for

ads.

ALASCAN

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPONSOR AN Exchange
student! Enjoy another

culture from the comfort
of your own home. Make
a difference in your com-

munity. Change a stu-
dent’s life! 1-678-745-

8081.

SERVICES  

BEST SATELLITE TV
with 2 Year price

Guarantee! $59.99/mo.
with 190 Channels and 3

months free premium
movie channels! Free

next day installation! Call
1-855-943-1314.

PLACE STATEWIDE Ads
in over 100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1 million

readers each week!  Run
your ad in our Classified
Network for just $210 per
week! Make one call to

this newspaper (partici-
pating Alascan newspa-
per) or call 1-800-264-

7043 to find out how easy

it is to advertise
statewide!

C&S FAMILY MARKET

NOW OPEN! Thurs./Fri./Sat. 10-5

Crafts, unique gifts, etc. Christmas décor & gifts!

4939 Highway 524, Belgreen.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE

STREET DEPARTMENT/FORMAN/DRI-
VER/OPERATOR, SOLID WASTE

FORMAN/DRIVER/OPERATOR

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: 

Foreman Duties:  Provides structure and
organization for the Solid Waste division of

the Street Department.  Performs oversite of
collection routes and accomplishing estab-

lished objectives of the division. 

Solid Waste Collection Truck Driver:  Drives
and operates heavy automated trash and

roll-off trucks and equipment to collect and
dispose of solid waste throughout the City.

Equipment Operation:  Drives and operates
equipment to accomplish a full range of

assignments and tasks, including the most
complex projects.

Department Operations. Supports the work
of the department to contribute to the

appearance and safety of the City streets
and properties.  Serves as an experienced,

lead equipment operator. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

Possess a High School Diploma or GED.
Four years of work experience collecting

and disposing of solid waste.  Work within a
city environment is preferred.  Four years of

work experience as a Heavy Equipment

Operator.  Possess a current and valid CDL-
Class B license is required;  maintain insur-

ability for the duration of employment.
Possess and maintain a safe driving record.
Previous work experience providing leader-
ship, oversite of work of other employees,

and managing collection routes is preferred.
Work experience in road repair and mainte-
nance is preferred.  Experience interacting
with general public is preferred.  Ability to
respond to emergencies 24/7.  Ability to

pass a pre-employment drug and alcohol
test and random drug screening.

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

All qualified applicants will receive consider-
ation without regard to race, religion, color,
national origin, sex, political affiliation, dis-

ability, or any other non-merit factor.

Applications may be picked up at
Russellville City Hall in the Office of the

Mayor, 304 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville,
Alabama.  Applications must be postmarked
no later than January 30, 2021 by U.S. Mail

to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308

Russellville, AL  35653

The average pay for this position is
$38,834.43 – 59,868.27

The successful candidate will be required to
successfully complete a complete physical
examination including drug screening prior

to employment.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE

STREET DEPARTMENT/HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT DRIVER/OPERATOR, 

SOLID WASTE

HEAVY EQUIPMENT DRIVER/OPERA-
TOR

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: 

Solid Waste Collection Truck Driver:
Drives and operates heavy automated

trash and roll-off trucks and equipment to
collect and dispose of solid waste through-

out the City.

Heavy Equipment Operation:  Drives and
operates equipment to accomplish a full

range of assignments and tasks, including
the most complex projects.

Department Operations. Supports the work
of the department to contribute to the

appearance and safety of the City streets
and properties.  Serves as an experienced,

heavy equipment operator. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

Possess a High School Diploma or GED.
Two years of work experience collecting

and disposing of solid waste.  Work within
a city environment is preferred.   Four
years of work experience as a Heavy

Equipment Operator. Possess a current
and valid CDL-Class B license is required;

maintain insurability for the duration of
employment.  Possess and maintain a safe
driving record.  Work experience in general
road and sidewalk repair and maintenance
is preferred.  Experience interacting with

general public is preferred.  Ability to
respond to emergencies 24/7.  Ability to

pass a pre-employment drug and alcohol
test and random drug screening.

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

All qualified applicants will receive consid-
eration without regard to race, religion,

color, national origin, sex, political affilia-
tion, disability, or any other non-merit fac-

tor.

Applications may be picked up at
Russellville City Hall in the Office of the

Mayor, 304 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville,
Alabama.  Applications must be returned
no later than January 30, 2021 by U.S.

Mail to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308

Russellville, AL  35653

The average pay for this position is
$30,971.20 -47,746.09

The successful candidate will be required
to successfully complete a complete physi-
cal examination including drug screening

prior to employment.
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Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RUSSELLVILLE - As soon as Edgar Amaya
placed the University of Colorado hat on his head
and made the decision official, a weight was lifted
off of his shoulders. It was the culmination of years
of hard work and living up to expectations that had
been placed upon him for years.

“It was everything I’ve ever dreamt of.  Ever
since I was little, this was the ultimate goal.
Everybody always told me that I had the potential,
size and tools to play at the next level, I just had to

put the effort behind that and I think I did that,”
Amaya said.

Amaya’s road to Colorado was a long, winding
one.  After committing to Kansas early on in his
recruitment process, Amaya eventually elected to
decommit from the Jayhawks and re-opened his
recruitment.  While the four-star, 6’4 320-pound
offensive lineman didn’t have any shortage of
schools clamoring for his services, things quickly
came into focus for Amaya late into his senior sea-
son.

Once he had weighed his options, Colorado was

A sign of things to come

See ʻSIGN,  ̓page 12

Bobcats have 11
named to 3A region
eight all-region team

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
Amaya, who recently played in the Alabama-Mississippi all-star game, finally closed out his recruitment
process after announcing last Wednesday that he was committing to the University of Colorado.

Edgar Amaya has long had dreams of playing football at the collegiate level and now he will
get that chance after committing to Colorado.  But the senior Golden Tiger has his sights set

on something much bigger down the road.Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

PHIL CAMPBELL - It was quite the historic year
for the Phil Campbell Bobcat football program.
From having the first winning season for the pro-
gram since 2001, to securing a playoff berth for
the first time since 2015, the Bobcats are certain-
ly trending in the right direction.

Now that the season has finally come to an end
and schools have transitioned to focusing on bas-
ketball, the individual accolades are beginning to
roll in and the Bobcats were well represented for
the 3A region eight all-region team.

Once the votes were tallied, the Phil Campbell
would walk away with 11 members named to
either the first team for the all-region squad or gar-
nered an honorable mention.

Quarterback Luke Barnwell secured a spot on
the first team with his stellar play this season while
fellow offensive teammate Bryant Hyde was
named to the first team both as a running back
and a safety.

Blain Goodson followed in Hyde’s footsteps in
being named to the all-region team as a dual-posi-
tion player as a receiver and cornerback.  Ridge
Raper excelled in every position he suited up for
head coach Kevin Barnwell this season and he
was rightfully awarded for it.  Raper was named to
the first team as a linebacker, running back and as
a receiver.  In addition, Raper was also named the
3A region eight kicker of the year as well.

Gunner Hargett led the defensive representation
on the first team for the Bobcats as his play at line-

See ʻBOBCATS,  ̓page 13
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PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned

Motor Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections 32-
13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor vehi-
cle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on March
10th, 2021, at M&N Wrecker & Service Center,
11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al, 35653.
Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and

the right to bid. 

2016 Freightliner Cascadia 125. VIN
1FUJGLD56GLHD4469 License Plate XP25139

‘SIGN,’ from page 11
the last school standing. Amaya says that he, for one, is glad that the hus-

tle and bustle of the recruitment process has finally come to an end and that
he finally has the next four years planned out.

“It’s a relief because the recruiting process is very ruthless.  One day you
have coaches from a school talking to you and the next day they’re not mess-
ing with you,” Amaya said.  “Then one day you’re committed and the next
you’re de-committed and everything is just out in the open and it’s wild.  So
to have a permanent place to call home now means everything and I’m just
ready to get to work.”

When athletes make the transition from high school athletics to college ath-
letics there may be a change in the way a player approaches practices, work-
outs or even games.  But Amaya says that he will be carrying the same men-
tality that led him to becoming one of the best offensive linemen in
Russellville football history as he makes his way to Boulder, Colorado in the
fall of 2021.

“I’m carrying the same mentality I’ve had at Russellville.  I want to be the
most physical player on that offensive line and I want to be one of the lead-
ers and a focal point in that offense,” Amaya said.  “Offensive linemen may
not get all of the attention but we for sure make our presence felt both on the
field and inside the locker room and that’s what I’m going to do when I get to
Colorado.”

Of course Amaya is hopeful that Colorado will just be a stepping stone as
he hopes that one day he will hear his name called in the NFL draft once his
days as a Buffaloe are finished.  And Amaya has plenty of former members
of the Colorado program to look up to and aspire to match one day.  Former
Buffaloe offensive lineman David Bakhitiari recently became the highest-paid
offensive lineman in NFL history as a member of the Green Bay Packers.

Hoping to follow in players like Bakhitiari’s footsteps, Amaya believes that
in due time, he too can achieve his NFL aspirations.

“My decision to go to Colorado was based in part because of my dreams to
play in the NFL.  Colorado has a history of excellence with offensive linemen
and I took that into consideration when I made my decision,” Amaya said.  “I
am going to get to play early and the NFL is my ultimate goal and if I get in
there and get to work immediately and do what I have to do, I will get to the
NFL.”
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Wood-Thompson Insurance
130 N Jackson Ave. Russellville 

256-332-1381
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned Motor

Vehicle Act, Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1
through 32-13-8, the following motor vehicle will be
sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on January 27th, 2021,
at M&N Wrecker & Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43
South, Russellville, Al, 35653. Seller reserves the

right to reject any bid and the right to bid. 

1996 Chevrolet GMT-400. VIN 1GCHC39J6TE263138

backer was voted on to be selected.
When you have four-fifths of your offensive line represented on the all-

region team, needless to say that says a lot about how your season finished
out.  Eli Smith led the way with his first team selection while fellow members
on the offensive line in Johnathan Leeth, Isaiah Oliver and Grant Rollins
each earned an honorable mention.

Andrew Green (receiver and defensive back) and Keith Traywick (line-
backer) rounded out the rest of the Bobcats whose play this season was
voted on as being good enough to be named to the all-region team.
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The perfect fit: Lindsey signs with
UAH to continue baseball career

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
Lindsey will take his talents to UAH once his career as a Golden
Tiger is finished.  In the meantime, the senior left-handed hitting
first baseman will look to bring home a state title.

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

As Chris Heaps addressed the socially-distanced group of friends, family
and teammates of Jackson Lindsey, the three-time state championship win-
ning head coach for Russellville made one thing very clear: Lindsey has an
extremely bright future on the diamond.

“Jackson’s best days as a baseball player are in front of him,” Heaps
said.  “He’s a hard worker and has worked hard to get to this point and he’s
earned it.”

Lindsey, the senior first baseman for the Golden Tigers, signed on to con-
tinue his baseball career at the University of Alabama in Huntsville last
Thursday afternoon. And while Lindsey had multiple offers on the table,
once UAH laid the foundation for making Lindsey a Charger for the next
four years, it didn’t take long for Lindsey to realize that it was the perfect
place for him to be.

“Most of the offers I had were JUCO from around the state.  It was a
tough decision, but then coach (B.J.) Holloway called and asked me if I
wanted to come on a visit and I said ‘yes sir, I am more than happy to’ and
as soon as I went to their campus, I fell in love,” Lindsey said.  “It just felt
like home to me.  I got a chance to hang out with some of the players, tour
the campus and everything and it didn’t take very long for me to know that I
loved it and that’s where I needed to be.”

Of course with having multiple offers means that the process can get fair-
ly tedious over the course of recruitment for a potential college prospect.
Tough decisions have to be made, schools have to be eliminated from the
list and multiple aspects have to be taken into account before the final deci-
sion is made.  And Lindsey says that the significance of the moment didn’t

See ʻLINDSEY,  ̓page 15
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The Golden Tigers are off to a hot start
this season thanks in part to the success
of a group of experienced seniors and
Scott is a key part of that group.  In a
win over rival Deshler, Scott had his best
scoring performance of the season, put-
ting up 27 points.  Then in a matchup
against county foe Red Bay, Scott was
the leading scorer once again for the
Golden Tigers with 20 points.

New Years Bowl Games

Alabama vs.
Notre Dame

Clemson vs. Ohio
State

North Carolina
vs. Texas A&M

Oregon vs. Iowa
State

Oklahoma vs.
Florida

Cincinnati vs.
Georgia

Ole Miss vs.
Indiana

Auburn vs.
Northwestern

West Virginia vs.
Tennessee

Kentucky vs. NC
State

Alabama

Clemson

Texas A&M

Iowa State

Florida

Georgia

Indiana

Auburn

Tennessee

NC State

Ball State San Jose State

BEAT BAILEY IS BACK! Submit your picks to us each week in one of two ways: Fill out the entry
form on this page and mail it to us at 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, AL 35653, or email your

picks to us along with your name and number at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Picks sent in by mail for
Week 15 must be postmarked by Friday, December 31st, and picks submitted by email for Week 15

must be also received by Friday, December 31st at 10 a.m. Each week, the contestant who correctly
picks the most games will win a free T-shirt and the chance to pick in the grand-prize final-week contest.
If multiple contestants correctly pick the same number of games in a given week, the tiebreaker score will
be used to determine a winner. Contestants are only eligible to win the weekly contest once. No multiple

winners allowed. ONE entry per telephone number.  Thanks for playing, and good luck!

Bailey’s Pick

Congrats to Week 15 winner BOIS PORTER, who correctly picked  the most games last
week!

‘LINDSEY,’ from page 14

Brooks Scott
Senior Forward

Russellville

slip past him.
“When you begin the recruitment process and you get that first offer, you

feel like that school is where you want to be. But then when other schools
come calling, you have more and more decisions to make and the final
decision is one of the biggest decisions of your life so a lot of time and
thought goes into it,” Lindsey said.

Like thousands of athletes across America, Lindsey’s junior season was
cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Couple the essentially lost sea-
son with the bitter taste of being eliminated earlier than he and the Golden
Tigers had liked during his sophomore season, and Lindsey says he and
his fellow group of seniors are aiming to come back this season with a
vengeance and vying for a championship.

“Coming off the heels of that sophomore season where we got eliminated
a lot sooner than we had hoped and then we try to come back for revenge
our junior year just to have it cut short all of a sudden and have it stripped
away from us seniors, we realize it’s now or never,” Lindsey said.  “We’re
doing everything we can because our ultimate goal is to go to Montgomery
and we want to be in the dogpile at the end of the year and bringing s title
back home to Russellville.”

With his senior season coming up and his college career right around the
corner, Lindsey knows that now is the time to try and perfect his game
while also helping those around him continue to progress as well.

“I want to improve everywhere and anywhere that I can.  It’s like coach
Heaps said, my best baseball is in front of me and that’s the way it should
be.  The best days of your career shouldn’t be behind you until you’re fin-
ished playing baseball,” Lindsey said.  “But I want to push myself in every-
thing. From hitting, to running, to fielding, I just want to improve in every
aspect. I want to be better so I can improve upon myself and also help my
teammates get better as well.”
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