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ON ARCHITECTURE
KUDOS of the MONTH: CMCA
Children’s Medical Charities As-

sociation (CMCA), formerly Chil-
dren’s Medical Center Auxiliary, 
has awarded $59,054 in grants to 17 
local non-profits benefiting children 
18 years old or younger.  

This total is generated from the 
2020 sales from CMCA’s resale 
shop, The Market at Pearl, locat-
ed at 1020-F S. Rockford in The 
Pearl District.  The shop is open 
Tuesday–Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m.    

Any 501(C)(3) organization ben-
efiting children 18 years and under 
may apply for a 2021 grant using the 
website cmcatulsa.org. 

Since the inception of the grant 
program in 2005, CMCA has 

awarded approximately $1.4 mil-
lion to agencies “Helping Kids Get 
Better.”

All donations are tax deductible 
and may be brought to the shop 
during business hours.  For addition-
al information, call 918-779-6332.

Grant recipients are:  A New 
Leaf, City Year Tulsa, Community 
Action Project, Community Food 
Bank, Counseling & Recovery Ser-
vices, Emergency Infant Services, 
Happy Hands Education Center, Iron 
Gate, Operation Hope Prison Min-
istry, San Miguel Middle School, 
Sistema, St. Catherine School, TFI 
Foster Care, The Little Light House, 
Town & Country School, Tulsa Bal-
let and Youth Services.
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BENEVOLENT TEAM:  Members of the Children’s Medical 
Charities Association team, from left, Carolyne Vandevier, Deniece 
Linn and Beth Palmer delivered grant recipient checks for an early 
Christmas present to 17 Tulsa-area non-profit organizations.

Positives Continued in Greater Tulsa 
Through the Historic Pandemic Year
By BOB LEWIS 
Contributing Editor 

Without question the biggest 
news story of 2020 – and per-
haps the most widely covered 
event since World War II – was 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
devastating impact it had on all as-
pects of business and human life. 

Even with new vaccines now 
available, experts say it could take 
most of 2021 before the corona-
virus is considered under control 
and life can return to normal.  

Another blockbuster national 
story was the election of Joe Biden 
as President of the United States. 
The campaign that pitted him 
against incumbent Donald Trump 
was one of the most bitterly fought 
political battles in history and con-
tinues to generate diverse opinions 
and media attention. 

While these two events captured 
the attention of both the news 
media and millions of Ameri-
cans, they were not alone in gen-
erating headlines during the year. 
Drawn from the pages of all six 
Greater Tulsa Reporter newspa-
pers are some of the major events 
that helped shape the area we are 
proud to call home. 

JANUARY 
Fighting Parkinson’s: The  

Ready to Fight Parkinson’s Spe-
cific Boxing Program became 
the official therapy-boxing pro-
gram utilized and endorsed by 
the National Governing Body for 
Olympic-style boxing. CEO Aar-
on Sloan developed the program 
in 2016 to use traditional training 
techniques to aid more than a mil-
lion Americans with Parkinson’s 
disease. 

Parkside Hospital: The 
Parkside Psychiatric Hospital and 
Clinic opened at 1239 S. Trenton. 
The facility has 80 single-occu-
pancy patient rooms to enhance 
treatment of children, adoles-
cents and adults with acute mental 
health issues. 

FEBRUARY 
Pearl Ridge: Tulsa-based Noria 

Corp. and Noria Properties LLC 
announced plans to build Pearl 
Ridge, a mixed-use development 
at 10th Street and Peoria Ave. 
When completed, the project will 
consist of 80,000 square feet of 
mixed-use Class A office space 
and ground floor retail and restau-
rant facilities. 

MARCH 
AA Commitment: American 

Airlines cemented its long-stand-
ing relationship with Tulsa by 
confirming its investment of $550 
million to expand and upgrade its 
maintenance facility at Tulsa Inter-
national Airport. More than 5,500 
employees at the massive plant 
conduct about half of the overall 
maintenance work required by the 
airline. 

APRIL 
Closing the Gap: Citing a nation-

al skills gap in jobs like manufac-
turing, HVAC repair and informa-

tion technology, Tulsa Tech teamed 
with OK2GROW to tackle the 
problem head on. The partnership 
began working with five different 
high schools to train students start-

ing with an entry-level manufactur-
ing program called Skills2Grow. It 
focuses on the skills needed to land 
a manufacturing job. 

     (Continued on page 2)
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LIGHTS ON: Tulsa Mayor G.T Bynum, Tulsa City and County officials, and leaders of the Route 66 project 
raise their hands in glee as the lights are turned on for the signs along historic Route 66 in southwest Tulsa.
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OPENING DAY:  Milo’s Tea Company CEO Patricia Wallwork gets 
ready to cut the ribbon for the company’s new production and distri-
bution facility at the Cherokee Industrial Park in North Tulsa County. 
From left are Tulsa County Commissioner Stan Sallee, Oklahoma Lt. 
Governor Matt Pannell, Wallwork, Tulsa Regional Chamber President 
and CEO Mike Neal, Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum and Cherokee Nation 
Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin, Jr.
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Greater Tulsa Positives Continued in 2020
     (Continued from page 1)

MAY 
Golden Campaign: An array of 

shiny new cars surrounded Tulsa’s 
Golden Driller as the community 
rolled out a “Golden Campaign” 
in hopes of attracting a new Tesla 
manufacturing plant to the com-
munity. While the company elect-
ed to locate the facility in Texas, 
the aggressive and creative cam-
paign was a success in attracting 
the attention of the auto maker and 
the national business media. 

JUNE 
Tiger Hill Plaza: With a rising 

steel framework serving as the 
backdrop, the City of Broken Ar-
row, the Chamber of Commerce 
and the BA Economic Devel-
opment Corporation conducted 
ceremonial groundbreaking cer-
emonies for an $11 million retail 
complex now known as Tiger Hill 
Plaza. When completed, it will 
contain some 30,000 square feet 
of retail and business space. 

 20-Year Commitment: IC Bus 
and the City of Tulsa signed off on 
a 20-year agreement that will keep 
the manufacturing company here. 
With some 1,600 employees, IC 
Bus has an annual payroll of $160 
million and contributes another 
$750 million to vendors, 100 of 
whom are in the Greater Tulsa area. 

 
AUGUST 

North Tulsa Redevelopment 
Cornerstone: Munci Power Prod-
ucts broke ground for a new fa-
cility at Peoria and 36th Street N. 
in the Peoria-Mohawk Business 
Park. Situated on 120 acres, offi-
cials call the new plant a corner-
stone of planned redevelopment 
efforts in North Tulsa. 

SEPTEMBER 
Brio on the Rose: Broken Ar-

row officials began showing off 
commercial and residential spaces 
available at Brio on the Rose, the 
largest single project in the history 
of the city’s award-winning Rose 
District. The $20 million four-sto-
ry mixed-use building at 305 N. 
Main, has 31,000 square feet of 
commercial space on the ground 
floor and 96 apartments in various 
sizes on the top three floors.  

OCTOBER 
Union Centennial: When parents 

of students in four, rural, one-room 
schoolhouses – Alsuma, Central, 
Sunnyside and Union––voted in 
1919 to merge and form the Union 
Consolidated School District, they 
actualized the community’s intent 
to provide education opportunities 
that could surpass even the latest 
offered by city schools for genera-
tions to come. The first Union Pub-

lic Schools facility began accepting 
students in 1921. Today the district 
has 16,000 students and a national 
reputation for academic and athlet-
ic excellence. 

 
NOVEMBER 

Honoring Creativity: Work 
began on the new Brown-Kim-
brough Center for Arts, Innovation 
& Creativity in Broken Arrow. De-
signed to be a regional resource, 
the 15,500- square-foot facility 
will feature multiple classrooms, 
flex space, gallery space, and in-
door/outdoor areas to host events. 
The Brown-Kimbrough family, 
owners of AVB Bank, donated the 
downtown property to the city. 

Long Time Coming: For many 
of its alumni, students and faculty 
members, it seemed to take “forev-
er” for the facility now known as 
Will Rogers College Junior High 
and High School to gain its own 
football stadium. That wait came 
to an end in November when the 
Ropers took on the Nathan Hale 
Rangers in the brand-new Will 
Rogers facility.  

More Classrooms: The Edu-
care-Celia Clinton campus offi-
cially opened solidifying Tulsa’s 
reputation as a leader in early 
childhood education. Tulsa is the 
only city in Oklahoma to have four 
such facilities. 

Growth Continues: A new $60 

million Milo’s Tea Co. production 
and distribution center was added 
to the Owasso business family. 
The 100,000-square-foot complex 
is expected to create 100 direct 
and 177 indirect jobs while adding 
$16.4 million annually to the local 
economy. 

DECEMBER 
New Aerospace Jobs: North-

east Oklahoma received an early 
Christmas present when Broken 
Arrow-based CymSTAR LLC 
announced it is adding 80 plus 
aerospace jobs over the next three 
years. The firm has been award-
ed multiple training system con-
tracts in support of various mili-

tary weapon systems. With them 
comes the need for the new posi-
tions. The immediate priority is to 
add 7-10 software and electrical 
engineers, in both entry level and 
senior grades 

Harmony Bridge: Work con-
tinues on the renovation of one 
of Bixby’s most endearing land-
marks. Harmony Bridge opened 
in 1939 and served as a conduit 
into and out of the community 
into the 1990’s. Phase I of the face 
lift focused on cleaning, painting 
and adding new fencing. Phase II, 
which is scheduled to be finished 
in the summer of 2021, will deal 
with decking, seating, awnings 
and lighting needs.
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RIBBON CUTTING TEAM:  The ribbon cutting team for the Muncie 
Power Products facility at the Peoria-Mohawk Business Park includ-
ed, from left, Josh Miller, Justin McLaughlin, Ray Chambers, Vanessa 
Hall-Harper, and Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum.
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HONORING CREATIVITY:  AVB Chairman of the Board Kelley 
Kimbrough-Rash makes opening remarks before the official ground-
breaking for the Brown-Kimbrough Center. Also shown are Councilor 
Johnnie Parks, Councilor Christi Gillespie, Mayor Craig Thurmond 
and AVB Bank President and CEO Ted Cundiff.
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B.A. PROGRESS:  The $11 million Tiger Hill Development is being 
constructed at the southwest corner of Kenosha and Lynn Lane and will 
contain some 30,000 square feet of retail and business space.
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HARMONY BRIDGE:  Work is underway to complete the renovation 
of one of Bixby’s most endearing landmarks by this summer.
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PEARL RIDGE:  The mixed use property will be located at 10th Street 
and Peoria Avenue.
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STATE OF THE ART:  The new Parkside Psychiatric Hospital opened 
at 1239 S. Trenton Ave.  It is immediately south of the Hillcrest Medical 
Center and Oklahoma Heart Institute.  

http://www.okmh.org
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Courtesy Tulsa YWCA 

The 1921 Tulsa Race Massa-
cre Centennial Commission (1921 
TRMCC) has partnered with 
YWCA Tulsa and John Hope 
Franklin Reconciliation Park to 
host the launch event for the cen-
tennial anniversary year of the 
Tulsa Race Massacre. 

The event was held on Jan. 
1 at John Hope Franklin Recon-
ciliation Park located at 302 N. 
Elgin Ave. in Tulsa. In keeping 
with Tulsa County Health De-
partment guidance for public 
gatherings, the event was live-
streamed on Facebook. 

The community heard from sev-
eral prominent speakers as they 
commemorated what took place 
100 years ago and called the com-
munity to action and engagement 
with the Centennial Commemora-
tive events for 2021. 

 Speakers at the event included 
United States Senator James Lank-
ford; State Senator Kevin Mat-
thews, founder/chair of the 1921 
TRMCC; Phil Armstrong, Project 
Director of the 1921 TRMCC; 
Onikah Asamoa-Caesar, own-
er of Fulton Street Books and 
Coffee; Alfre Woodward, social 
activist, actress, and Tulsa na-
tive;  Maggie Hille-Yar, executive 
director of the Hille Foundation;  
Julie Davis, executive direc-
tor YWCA Tulsa 

Armstrong, acknowledged the 
significance of the event.  

“This moment is the culmina-
tion of an incredible amount of 
work and community input. To 
stand at the threshold of 2021 and 
partner with an organization like 
the YWCA is a testament to all 
the collaborative work since the 
inception of the Centennial Com-
mission in 2015. This event marks 
the journey as we make our way to 
the 100th Anniversary of the Mas-
sacre and a turning point for racial 
equity and social justice.” 

Matthews, chair of the Tul-
sa Race Massacre Commission, 
spoke to how this moment helps 
the community address race equi-
ty. “As we enter the year 2021, the 
spirit of Black Wall Street is alive 
and well 100 years after the trage-
dy of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massa-
cre.  This year, we are commemo-
rating the tenacity and grit of our 
ancestors, while crossing over 
into a cultural and entrepreneurial 
revival that affirms a triumphant 
Tulsa.  Through the work of the 
commission and all of our local, 
regional and national partners, we 
are committed to honoring our his-
tory and working together to pave 
the way for the next generation of 
world changers.” 

The YWCA is proud to ally with 
the 1921 TRMCC.  YWCA CEO 
Julie Davis emphasizes, “We are 
stronger together, and our com-
munity needs to reconcile with its 
past.”  She continues, “100 years 

ago, YWCA Tulsa was provid-
ing meals and shelter for the vic-
tims of the Tulsa Race Massacre. 
Today, we invite the community 
to remember, engage, and commit 
to change.” 

As part of the Centennial launch, 
YWCA Tulsa is inviting the peo-
ple of Tulsa to make a tangible 
commitment to eliminate racism 
and work towards reconciliation 
in 2021. The YWCA campaign, 

#TulsaTriumphs, will invite people 
to make  commitments on their 
website at www.YWCA Tulsa.org, 
and their team will be working to 
help connect people to events hap-
pening with the Centennial, ways 
to support people and business-
es on Black Wall Street and Deep 
Greenwood, and resources to learn 
more about the history of the Race 
Massacre and ways to eliminate 
racism. 
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YWCA Tulsa Partners with
Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial
Commission to Launch Year
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SOMBER CENTENNIAL: YWCA CEO Julie Davis gets the Tulsa 
Race Massacre Centennial Year underway at John Hope Franklin Rec-
onciliation Park on Jan 1.With her at the lecturn is Carmella Hill of 
Carmella Hill Entertainment.

http://www.ttownpartysupply.com
http://www.misshelens.com
http://www.ludgerscatering.com
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By G.T. BYNUM
Mayor of Tulsa

As we look ahead toward 2021, 
it’s important to look back at 2020. 

A roaring pandemic hasn’t 
stopped our goal to make Tulsa a 
globally competitive, world-class 
city, and the work that was put 
in over the past year in the midst 
of these unprecedented times has 
been remarkable. 

2020 started off on a high note 
in February when American 
Airlines announced they were 
investing $550 million into its 
Tulsa Maintenance Base; the sin-
gle-largest capital investment  in 
Tulsa’s history. 

A few weeks later in March, we 
were quickly thrown into respond-
ing to COVID-19. We responded 
early on with a Safer at Home or-
der to give our hospitals enough 
time to get the personnel and per-
sonal protective equipment they 
needed so they wouldn’t be over-
whelmed. Around that same time, 
we instituted a hiring and travel 
freeze at the city, and in May, we 
made the difficult decision to in-
stitute furloughs for city employ-
ees so we could bridge the budget 
deficit.  

The summer of 2020 was one of 
the most trying and historic times 
in Tulsa’s history. June 29, 2020, 
will forever be a day to remember 
in Tulsa, as Tulsa Police Sergeant 
Craig Johnson was shot in the line 
of duty following a traffic stop, 
passing away the following day. 

Officer Aurash Zarkeshan, who 
accompanied Sergeant Johnson 
and was critically wounded in the 
same incident, showed courage 
and strength over the course of the 
next few months in his recovery. 
Officer Zarkeshan is now back on 
light duty, and from here on out, 
October 15 will be known as Of-
ficer Aurash Zarkeshan Day in 
Tulsa. 

Over the summer, we also con-
ducted our first test excavation for 
potential mass graves from the 
1921 Race Massacre at Oaklawn 
Cemetery. Then in October, we 
went back to Oaklawn to conduct 
our second test excavation, which 
yielded the finding of more than 
11 coffins in a single grave shaft, 
which is consistent with a mass 
grave. Our work to uncover what 
happened in 1921 continues as we 
approach the 1921 Race Massacre 
Centennial in 2021. 

In July, Tulsa was the first city 
in the metro to pass a mask man-
date to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19. The mandate worked, 
as many municipalities without 
such mandates showed higher 
rates of infection. I’m thankful 
for the Tulsa City Council’s broad 
support of that measure, and for 
the amendments they made to the 
mandate to continue to support 
public health as our battle against 
COVID-19 continues into the new 
year. 

In 2020, even in the midst of the 
pandemic, we hired  new police 
and fire chiefs, broke a city re-
cord by completing $320 million 
in street projects while bidding 
out nearly $240 million in capi-
tal construction projects, hosted 
Oklahoma’s first drive-in natu-

ralization ceremony at Tulsa’s 
historic Admiral Twin Drive-In 
theater, broke ground on the Zink 
Dam modification project to cre-
ate a lake in the Arkansas River, 
competed at the highest levels 
when we tried to attract Tesla’s 

new Cybertruck Gigafactory, 
used CARES Act funds to help 
with Tulsa’s COVID-19 recovery, 
and so much more. 

Lastly, I want to thank all of the 
Tulsans who supported me in my 
second mayoral campaign in 2020. 

I’m honored to serve Tulsa for the 
next four years in this capacity, 
which has truly been one of the 
largest joys of my life. 

I invite you to read my 2020 An-
nual Report, which is available at 
www.cityoftulsa.org/Mayor.

 Page 4 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS January 2021

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

From Tulsa’s Mayor
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Looking Forward to 2021 as We Look Back

SECOND TERM INAUGURATION:  Judge Bill LaFortune administers Mayor G.T. Bynum his oath of 
office on Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, swearing him in as Tulsa’s Mayor in a virtual swearing in ceremony.

Sen. Dave Rader to Serve 
As Majority Caucus Chair

State Senator Dave Rader was selected 
by his peers to serve as the majority cau-
cus chair for the 58th Legislature, one of 
the Senate’s highest leadership positions. 
The announcement was made during or-
ganizational day at the Capitol where for-
mally elected Senate leadership and ad-
opted rules for the 58th Legislature.

In this position, the Tulsa Republican 
will help set the legislative agenda for the 
Republican caucus. His responsibilities 
will include setting the agenda for and 
chairing weekly caucus meetings. Rader 
will also assist the presiding officers on 
the Senate floor oversee parliamentary 
procedures.

“It’s an honor to be chosen to lead our 
Republican caucus during the 58th Leg-
islature,” Rader said. “As we continue to 
deal with COVID-19 pandemic, it’s im-

portant that we work together to address 
the needs of our health care systems, 
small businesses and schools across the 
state.  I’m looking forward to collaborat-
ing with my colleagues and passing effec-
tive legislation that will improve the lives 
of all Oklahomans.” 

Rader was first elected to the Senate 
in 2016 and began his second term in 
November. He previously served as the 
majority caucus chair during the Second 
Session of the 57th Legislature. He was 
appointed by Senate President Pro Tem-
pore Greg Treat, R-Oklahoma City, last 
month to serve as the chairman of the 
Finance Committee. Rader will also sit 
on the full Appropriations Committee, 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural 
Resources and Regulatory Services, Pub-
lic Safety and Energy Committees.  

http://www.ihloffspa.com
http://www.aircoservice.com
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Due to the COVID 19 public 
health emergen-
cy, the Oklahoma 
Legislature was 
not in session 
for at least seven 
weeks last spring. 

As a result, very 
few important 
pieces of legis-
lation were act-
ed on, including 
those supported 
by Tulsa Coun-
ty. With the 2021 
Session set to 
begin Feb. 1, we 
will bring back 
legislation which 
we believe will 
improve coun-
ty government 
operations and 
services to the 
citizens of Tulsa 
County.

Property and Building Code 
Enforcement

There are tens of thousands of citi-
zens who live in the unincorporated 
areas of Tulsa County. This means 
that the enforcement of the health 
and safety codes on these properties 

is outside the code enforcement ju-
risdiction of the cit-
ies in Tulsa County. 
Therefore, Tulsa 
County is responsi-
ble for the adoption 
and enforcement 
of the building and 
property codes. 
To provide Tulsa 
County’s Division 
of Inspections with 
the necessary code 
enforcement tools, 
legislation will be 
introduced which 
will provide en-
forceable penalties 
for those who vio-
late these codes. 

Hazard Mitiga-
tion

Following the 
horrific flooding 
of 2019, the legis-
lature convened a 

special panel to conduct an “after 
action” review of all the damage 
that resulted and what could be done 
in the future to be better prepared. It 
was clear from this review that an 
insignificant amount of resources to 
mitigate and prevent damage from 

natural disasters is available.  While 
some funding is available after the 
disaster, more could be done before 
disasters strike to protect citizens 
and their property. In that effort, the 
Hazard Mitigation Assessment Dis-
trict bill has been introduced. This 
would provide counties with the op-
tion of presenting to the voters, for 
their approval, a small assessment 
on their property in order to fund the 
capital improvements necessary to 
protect lives and property.    

Misdemeanor Drug Diversion
It is all too common for law en-

forcement to engage with a person 
who is under the influence of drugs 
or has a small amount of drugs in 
their possession.  

Currently, what follows is an ar-
rest and detainment in the county 
jail. A tremendous amount of law 
enforcement time and costs are ex-
pended on these minor offenses. 

With the growing number of al-
ternative treatment options now 
available for minor drug possession 
offenses, the District Attorney and 
Sheriff are proposing legislation 
which would allow them to collab-
orate on developing a misdemeanor 
drug diversion program. 

Under this legislation, the law 

enforcement officer who encoun-
ters this individual would have the 
option of transporting the person to 
an evaluation center where medi-
cal and mental health professionals 
would intervene to development an 
appropriate treatment response. 

Exempting Police Officers From 
Jury Duty

Each month, hundreds of citizens 
are summoned for jury duty for the 
District Courts. Unless a citizen is 
exempt by law from jury duty, they 
must report and serve. 

Often times, included in the 
group summoned are law enforce-
ment officers. Currently, law en-
forcement officers are not exempt 
from reporting to court once they 

receive a jury summons. 
This places an undue operational 

and fiscal impact on the city where 
the officer works. In reality, due to 
their profession, a police officer is 
seldom, if ever, actually picked to 
serve on a jury due to the perceived 
bias they would have. This bill 
would allow the law enforcement 
officer to be excused from report-
ing to jury duty. 

Unlike cities in Oklahoma which 
have broad self-governing powers, 
counties are still dependent upon 
the legislature to provide the per-
mission for governing reforms and 
the means by which these reforms 
can be implemented even when 
there is no fiscal or operational im-
pact upon the state.  
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From Tulsa 
County

By COMMISSIONER
RON PETERS

RAIN OR SHINE, 
HAVE PEACE OF MIND
We can help you start saving, one step at a time. Even a small start can 
create some peace of mind!

Open your savings account today at arvest.com/savings

Or schedule an appointment to speak with a banker at 
appointments.arvest.com

Opening deposit required. Fees and restrictions may apply; fees may reduce earnings.

arvest.com/savings

Member FDIC

GTR Media Group photo

REVERSE PARADE:  Due to the COVID-19 situation, Tulsa’s 2020 Christmas Parade, 
called “A Christmas Joyride,” was different from the first 93 events in that it was a drive-
through event with visitors driving up Boston Avenue and looking at exhibits rather than 
watching from the sidewalks. This year’s Christmas parade was sponsored by American 
Waste Control. 

Tulsa County CARES Dedicates Funding for Fire Departments
By JARREL WADE
Tulsa County

The Tulsa County Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) 
recently approved $1.2 million 
to reimburse seven Tulsa County 
municipalities for fire department 
overtime costs. 

“Firefighters across Tulsa Coun-
ty do more than put out house 
fires,” said Tulsa County Com-
missioner Ron Peters. “They are 
a critical first responders who are 
in many cases cross-trained to pro-

vide paramedic support. We need 
to support them as much as possi-
ble as COVID-19 cases continue 
to spike, and frontline health care 
staffing continues to be a priority. 
We’re proud to support frontline 
workers and the municipalities 
they protect.”

Tulsa County CARES funds will 
reimburse the following amounts 
for fire department overtime 
during the pandemic:

• City of Tulsa: $877,427
• City of Broken Arrow: $114,000
• City of Glenpool: $97,508

• City of Collinsville: $22,577
• City of Jenks: $19,855
• City of Sand Springs: $18,486
• City of Bixby: $14,114
CARES funds have also pur-

chased personal protective equip-
ment through Tulsa Area Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(TAEMA) for various county fire 
departments. For example, Tulsa 
Fire Department received 2,400 
protective masks through TAE-
MA, and Turley Fire Department 
received 300 N95 masks, 148 face 

shields, 650 protective masks, 15 
respirators and extra filters, and 
other equipment.

Berryhill and Keystone fire pro-
tection districts have also received 
$42,147 and $25,461, respective-
ly, for COVID-19 related expenses 
and equipment. 

“On behalf of firefighters, I want to 
thank Tulsa County Commissioners 
Ron Peters, Karen Keith, and Stan 
Sallee, their dedicated staff, Coun-
ty Clerk Michael Willis, and the 
CARES Review Committee mem-
bers for supporting first responders 

on the frontlines of this pandemic 
fight,” said Tulsa Fire IAFF Local 
176 President Matt Lay.  “For our 
firefighters, the COVID-19 mission 
has included everything from pro-
viding medical treatment in the field 
for confirmed positive patients, to 
assisting in contact tracing, creating 
and performing new decontamina-
tion methods, and ongoing COVID 
testing.”

For more information about how 
Tulsa County CARES is spending 
federal CARES funding in Tulsa 
County, visit tulsacountycares.org.

Legislative Process Should Rebound in 2021

THE OKLAHOMA STATE CAPITAL

http://arvest.com/savings
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Knowing well that we are look-
ing forward to better days, I wish 
you a most Happy New Year. So 
much in the entertainment world 
is on hold until at 
least late spring. 
Many extraor-
dinary efforts 
have been made 
by venues and 
organizations to 
find ways of con-
necting to their 
audiences. Sev-
eral have been 
successful. All 
have been chal-
lenging. 

While live en-
tertainment is 
taking an inter-
mission, many 
Tulsa muse-
ums and galler-
ies continue to 
showcase art. 
The First Friday 
Art Crawl has 
been a favorite 
of mine since the early days when 
there were maybe 100 people who 
happily wandered from one end 
of the Tulsa Arts District to the 
other. In years past, I tried to get 
an early start looking at art, and 
timed my outings to catch a show 
at the PAC, or the second set at 
Duet Jazz. I do miss all the en-
tertainment options, and also the 
people. In some ways, the First 
Friday Art Crawl is like a month-
ly party. 

How are the Tulsa Arts District 
galleries faring? The Zarrow 
Center is closed. TAC Gallery 
has closed for the time being, 

but will reopen in 
February. TAC’s 
popular annual 
“5 x 5” fundraiser 
show will return 
in May. Living 
Arts will host an 
exhibition titled 
“Project Hope, 
Unity and Com-
passion,” Jan. 
8–22. On display 
will be the paint-
ed boards promot-
ing unity and un-
derstanding that 
popped up around 
downtown during 
the Trump rally 
last June. 

Specializing in 
art, craft and de-
sign, 108 Con-
temporary always 
provides a height-

ened experience. Anyone who en-
joys fiber arts or who would like 
to know more about the genre 
will be engaged by the work of 
East coast artist Diane Savona. 
Her show “Art and Archaeolo-
gy” (through Jan. 24) transforms 
everyday items — including 
those related to fiber work, like 
pincushions and sewing scissors 
— into fiber-covered, historical-
ly preserved works of art. Open-
ing Feb. 5 at 108 Contemporary 
will be Jonathan Hils’ exhibition 
“Facets,” incorporating 3D print-
ing and CNC routing technolo-
gies to explore a coded and digital 
interpretation of our environment. 
Admission to 108 Contemporary 
is free. Gallery hours are noon to 
5 p.m., Wednesday through Sat-
urday.

Ahha brings together artists, 
cultural organizations and the 
public to explore, celebrate, and 
elevate art. Private labs and les-
sons are available in Darkroom, 
Metals, Printmaking, Woodshop, 
Lighting, and Digital Media. The 
public may choose to rent the labs 
for independent work for as little 
as $10 an hour. “The Experience: 
Imagine” at ahha features six Tul-
sa-based artists, each of whom 
has designed a zone with interac-
tive arts elements. “Trayectorias” 
by Fred Villanueva (Jan. 8-Feb. 
21) examines common ground 
among contemporary indigenous 
art forms. “Expressing Your Voice 
Through Photography,” with pho-
tos created by the Phoenix Rising 
Alterative School, can be viewed 

through Mar. 22. Reserve tickets 
in advance.

If you are interested in purchas-
ing art, Tulsa is fortunate to have 
several galleries where you can 
browse and also receive expert 
assistance. The M. A. Doran Gal-
lery, 3509 S. Peoria, has been in 
business for decades. The gallery 
     (Continued on page 7)
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VARIETY

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN

Taking Time to Explore Tulsa’s Art

SQUAW: The second segment of 
“Weaving History Into Art, The 
Enduring Legacy fo Shan Go-
shorn” opens at Gilcrease Muse-
um, Jan. 15. Pictured is “Squaw,” 
18”x10”x 22”; archival watercol-
or paper splints printed with ar-
chival inks, artificial sinew, copper 
frame. Photo by Scott Miller

M.A. DORAN GALLERY: Located at 3509 S. Peoria, the gallery rep-
resents local and celebrated nationally known artists. Mary Ann Doran 
first opened a gallery with partner Sheila Golden in the 1970s.

GIEREK FINE ART: The art of James Andrew Smith, Kevin Hardin, 
Suzanne Mears and Ross Myers on display at Joseph Gierek Fine Art, 
open 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tues. through Saturday.

FINE ART CONNOISSEUR: Tulsa native Derek Penix was ranked first by “Fine Art Connoisseur” in the 
Oil Painter of America Awards. He is represented by Royce Myers Gallery.

https://www.facebook.com/MerleNormanTulsa/
https://www.amazon.com/Moment-Saw-You-Poetry-Lovers/dp/1478751274/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=the+moment+i+saw+you+book+poetry&qid=1610723510&sr=8-4
http://www.gardnersbooks.com
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Tulsa guitarist and self-proclaimed “juice-
ologist” Torri Ruffin is garnering some 
well-deserved national buzz for his innova-
tive infusion of genres and 
bold, invigorating sound. 

No, it’s not his fiction-
al band Sexual Chocolate 
from the 1988 Eddie Mur-
phy Movie Coming To 
America that has Ruffin on 
the music industry’s radar.  
It’s his current band, Freak 
Juice that has earned the 
Detroit native and Tulsan 
since 2003 a spot on Nation-
al Public Radio’s Emerging 
Artist Spotlight’s list of art-
ists to watch in 2021.

Emerging artist is a lit-
tle misleading, as Ruffin’s 
resume includes touring 
and recording with leg-
ends like Prince, Aretha 
Franklin, Michael Jackson, 
Smokey Robinson, Mor-
ris Day, Lenny Kravits, 
Snoop Dogg, Dr. Dre and 
more. But it’s the 2020 al-
bum “They Call Us Juice,” 
available at hortonrecords.
org, that marks Ruffin’s emergence as more 
than a sideman.

Ruffin is using his decades of experience 
as a touring musician playing various genres 
of music to blend rock ‘n roll with hip-hop, 
jazz, funk, reggae and blues into a unique and 
meaningful album. Meaningful in the sense 
that Ruffin speaks out on multiple issues 
through his music, initiating and expanding 
dialogue on topics that impact our communi-
ties far more than music and entertainment.

From calling out two-faced politicians on 
the track Hypocrite, to declaring that sys-
tematic racism is our country’s affliction 
on the track Hands to the Sky, this album is 
more than hard-driving, funky riffs and tight 
rhythms.

As we near the 100-year anniversary of 
the Tulsa race massacre, no track on the 
album is as relevant as Dirty Little Secret, 
a song with a powerful guitar lead and an 
even more powerful message that brings 
the 1921 attack on the Greenwood District 

in North Tulsa into the light. “Shine a light 
on darkness, let love show us the way,” the 
song pleads. I expect to hear that song a lot 

this year as it provides a 
poignant soundtrack for the 
centennial commemora-
tions of the May 31 attack. 

Joining Ruffin in Freak 
Juice are Chris Simp-
son, vocals; Stanley Fary, 
drums; Charlie Redd, bass; 
and Cristopher Mason, 
bass. They Call Us Juice 
also features an impres-
sive list of guest musicians, 
including Tulsans Jesse 
Aycock, Paul Benjaman, 
Seth Lee Jones, Austin 
Stunkard, Ryan Wayne 
Tedder and more.

Juicemaker
Live music has been hard 

to come by since winter 
weather has deprived us of 
outdoor concerts that allow 
for safe distancing, but I 
truly believe that we are 
in the home stretch of this 
pandemic. 

As more people receive vaccinations, our 
slumbering music scene is poised for an 
awakening. For Ruffin’s business venture, 
Juicemaker Lounge on 35th Street and Sher-
idan Road, that awakening can’t come soon 
enough.

Ruffin opened the club in 2018 to feature 
multiple genres, establishing a venue that 
was enticing to musicians.

Juicemaker provides instruments and a PA 
so musicians can just show up and play. The 
interior is designed with acoustics and com-
fort in mind, with sound-dampening walls 
and couches that create a laid-back atmo-
sphere.

As with all music venues, COVID has hurt 
business significantly since March 2020. 
The venue has survived by implementing 
safety measures and hosting live stream vir-
tual concerts, but that is surviving, not thriv-
ing.  Hopefully, some of my readers will be 
vaccinated by the time they read this, and to 
you I say, go check out Juicemaker Lounge 

as you begin to safely ease back in to life 
that we used to call normal. Visit facebook.
com/juicemakermusic for upcoming shows. 

Freak Juice will perform live at The Shrine 
on Feb. 5 as the opening act for Indigenous, a 
blues and rock band featuring guitarist Mato 
Nanji, a member of the critically acclaimed 
Experience Hendrix Tour. If you can attend 
safely, I highly recommend going.

As winter gives way to spring, vaccina-
tions will ramp up, venues will schedule 
more shows, and we will rejoice with the 

joy of a thousand shots of dopamine as we 
are finally able, without restrictions, to keep 
searching, keep listening. 

Searching for
The Sound

By BRYAN CANTRELL
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Freak Juice Delivers Sound and Substance

Courtesy Horton Records

PUT IT IN THE BLENDER: They Call Us Juice by Freak Juice and Friends was re-
leased by Horton Records on Nov. 13, 2020. It’s currently available for purchase at hor-
tonrecords.org.

Home Improvement Outlet

COMING FEBRUARY TO MAIN & HWY 75

Drop O� at 3014 W Main in Jenks.
For free pickup, call 918-359-5555

Your donations help Green Country Habitat for Humanity 
continue its mission of building quality, a�ordable homes.

NOW ACCEPTING
DONATIONS

Mattresses
Paint

We Do Not AcceptWe Accept �ese Gently Used Items
Clothing
Appliances

Electronics
Building Materials

Furniture
Tools

Household Goods
Plumbing and Fixtures

Mon. – Fri. 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

          (Continued from page 6)
represents both celebrated local artists and 
vaunted nationally known artists. Current-
ly, the gallery is open 11 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
Tuesday through Saturday, and by appoint-
ment. The number of guests is limited, 
and face masks are required. Plan ahead 
for Doran Gallery’s annual Group Valen-
tine’s show in February and the National 
Contemporary Realism show in May. “We 
can’t wait to get back to large openings to 
celebrate our artists, and look forward to 
those days again,” says Mary Ann Doran.

Those sentiments are shared by Joseph 
Gierek, the owner of Joseph Gierek Fine 
Art, 1342 E. 11th Street. Gierek is a conge-
nial and knowledgeable guy who has been 
in the art business for 35 years. He also is 
looking forward to hosting art show open-
ings again when that becomes possible. I 
always enjoy attending his exhibition gath-
erings, seeing thought-provoking art and 

chatting the night away with art lovers and 
friends. 

Other local art galleries include Exhib-
it by Aberson, 3524b South Peoria, and 
Royce Myers Galleries, 1706 S.Boston. 
The Aberson Gallery is focused on con-
temporary art. Royce Myers features a va-
riety of styles. If you are interested in com-
missioning art, you can work with Myers’ 
gallery in exploring that option.

Regarding Tulsa’s largest art museums, 
Philbrook will close its doors for the month 
of January, and reopen Feb. 10. The Thom-
as Gilcrease Museum hosted the most ex-
traordinary exhibition this fall, “Weaving 
History into Art, The Enduring Legacy 
of Shan Goshorn.” I knew Shan and was 
saddened by her death in 2018. I did not 
appreciate the depth of her talent and the 
strength of her artistic voice until I spent 
an afternoon with this stunning exhibition. 
Shan used printed splints woven into ves-

sels to convey elements of Native Ameri-
can history, and her viewpoints about the 
beauty, damage and challenges related to 
that history. The first part of the exhibition 
closed in early January. The second part, 
which I plan to discuss in greater detail 
next month, is slated to open Jan. 15 and 
will be on display through Mar. 28. This 
second rotation will represent an approx-
imate 40% change-out of the Goshorn 
objects from the first segment and feature 
several of Shan’s monumental works.

I hope you can enjoy some precious wan-
der-time with art during the winter months. 
Consider going when museums and galler-
ies are less busy. Call ahead to a gallery 
to make an appointment if ensured social 
distancing is preferred. I’ve always found 
art to be soothing. Feeling engaged and 
discovering connections through art are 
good antidotes to COVID isolation. Stay 
safe and wander happily. 

Tulsa Galleries Represent Local, National Artists  

http://www.millerswimschool.com
https://www.greencountyhabitat.org/


 Page 20 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS August 2018

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

The Oklahoma State Department 
of Health recently announced the 
first shipment of COVID-19 vac-
cines manufactured by Pfizer have 
been delivered across the state. The 
Tulsa Health Department in part-
nership with Saint Francis Health 
System has confirmed the safe ar-
rival of the vaccine in Tulsa Coun-
ty, and has begun administering 
the vaccine in accordance with the 
OSDH priority population frame-
work to individuals in phase one. 

“The arrival of a safe and ef-
fective vaccine to prevent 
COVID-19 in Tulsa County is 
historic. I want to thank our part-
ners at the state and local level for 
their collaborative efforts to coor-
dinate the logistics of the vaccine 
distribution, and for their contin-
ued efforts as more doses become 
available,” said THD Executive 
Director Dr. Bruce Dart. “While 
this announcement is good news, 
it’s important to remember that 
distributing this vaccine will take 
time. We have lost 28 Tulsa Coun-
ty residents to this virus in the last 
week, and active cases and hos-
pitalizations continue to remain 
dangerously high.  It is critical 
for our residents to continue to 
follow public health guidelines to 
stay safe.”

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) has rigorous 
scientific and regulatory process-
es in place that ensure the safe-
ty, effectiveness and quality of 
COVID-19 vaccines. On Decem-
ber 11, the FDA issued an emer-
gency use authorization (EUA) for 
the vaccine for the prevention of 
COVID-19 caused by severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 
2 (SARS-CoV-2) in individuals 
16 years of age and older. On De-
cember 12, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) Di-

rector Robert Redfield approved 
the recommendation from the Ad-
visory Committee on Immuniza-
tion Practices.

 The Tulsa Health Department has 
worked closely with the Oklaho-
ma State Department of Health, 
State of Oklahoma, OKC-County 
Health Department and numerous 
state and local community part-
ners to develop vaccination plans. 
There were 5,850 doses allocat-
ed for Tulsa County in the initial 
shipment, with more doses expect-
ed on a weekly basis.

“Saint Francis Health System is 
grateful to have been selected as 
a vaccine distribution partner for 
our region,” said President and 
CEO Jake Henry Jr. “While today 
is certainly a day of excitement for 
the arrival of the vaccine to this re-
gion, it is also a day to reflect on 
how far we have come in the past 
10 months. It is a time to commend 
the researchers, scientists and pub-
lic health professionals who made 
this day possible. It is a day to 
mourn those we have lost. And it 
is a day—like every day—to thank 
and honor the heroes on the front 
lines of the fight against this vi-
rus. This vaccine is not a cure, it 
is a call to recommit ourselves to 
working together. Hope is on the 
horizon, but we must remain vig-
ilant.”

Individuals who meet the crite-
ria for phase one distribution will 
be contacted by staff from THD 
or Saint Francis Health System to 
make an appointment for the first 
dose. Instructions for receiving 
the vaccine, including directions 
to the confidential location where 
vaccines will be administered, will 
be provided at the time the ap-
pointment is made.

The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine requires two doses admin-

istered 21 days apart. There is no 
out-of-pocket expense for vaccine 
recipients. In late-stage vaccine 
trials, the Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine has shown to be 95% effec-
tive.

“I want to thank the State of 
Oklahoma for providing Tulsa 
with its first phase vaccine sup-
ply today that will begin to be 
distributed to our essential health-
care workers immediately,” Tulsa 
Mayor G.T. Bynum said. “I know 
Tulsa’s healthcare and long-term 
care facility communities are ex-
hausted from this response, and 
I‘m hoping the initial distribution 
of this vaccine will provide them 
some comfort in knowing more 
help is on the way to protect our 
neighbors. Although the distribu-
tion of a vaccine is welcome news, 
we still have a long road ahead as 
a community and each of us must 
do what we can to help slow the 
spread of COVID-19. Washing our 
hands, watching our distance, and 
wearing a mask remain the best 
things we can do to support our 
healthcare heroes.”

“It’s a relief to know that a 
vaccine to actively fight against 
COVID-19 is finally in our coun-
ty,” said Tulsa County Commis-
sioner Karen Keith. “I encour-
age all eligible, frontline health 

care workers to take advantage 
and get immunized. Vaccinations 
protect more than just the person 
getting inoculated, and for health 
care workers — especially those 
working in nursing homes, it pro-
tects the many people they care 
for.”

“The arrival of the vaccine to-
day is a culmination of months of 
collaboration between the State 
Department of Health and partners 
across the state. I’m excited to see 
the vaccine plan put into motion 
today,” said State Commissioner 
of Health Dr. Lance Frye. “It’s im-
portant to remember, though, that 
these first doses are reserved for 
those Oklahomans most at risk. To 
truly protect one another, we need 
Oklahomans to continue wear a 
mask, wash their hands, watch 
their distance and wait for the vac-
cine.”

There is currently a limited sup-
ply of COVID-19 vaccine in the 
United States, but supply will in-
crease in the weeks and months to 
come. More information regard-
ing vaccine availability in Tulsa 
County can be found at www.tul-
sa-health.org/COVID-19-vaccine. 
For information regarding the 
Oklahoma COVID-19 Vaccine 
Plan, including the priority pop-
ulation framework for Oklaho-

ma, please visit oklahoma.gov/
covid19/vaccine-information.

The Tulsa Health Department 
continues to offer specimen col-
lection for COVID-19 testing by 
appointment only. Appointments 
can be scheduled online. Call 
918-582-9355 to speak to a pub-
lic health professional. For more 
information, please visit www.tul-
sa-health.org/COVID19.

  
About Tulsa Health Department

Since its establishment in 
1950, the Tulsa Health Depart-
ment serves as the primary pub-
lic health agency to more than 
600,000 Tulsa County residents, 
including 13 municipalities and 
four unincorporated areas. The 
agency is one of two autono-
mous local health departments in 
Oklahoma, with statutory public 
health jurisdiction throughout 
Tulsa County and the City of Tul-
sa. THD’s mission is to improve 
the health and well-being of all 
Tulsa County residents, in order 
to make Tulsa County the health-
iest county in the country. THD 
was among the first health de-
partments in the U.S. to receive 
national accreditation through 
the Public Health Accreditation 
Board. For more information, vis-
it tulsa-health.org.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
Tulsa Health Department, Saint Francis Partner for
Administration of COVID-19 Vaccine in Tulsa County

Courtesy Saint Francis Health System

SAINT FRANCIS TEAM:  Members of the Saint Francis Health System with vaccines for COVID19 elimi-
nation are, from left, Jacob Dunlap, pharmacy operations supervisor; George Raptou, pharmacy purchasing 
supervisor; Brian Kaske, pharmacy IV room supervisor; and David Donald, director of pharmacy services.

http://www.cmcatulsa.org
http://www.radioidl.com
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A Federal law was passed in 
December 2020 approving $120 
million in federal funding for a 
new Veterans Hospital in Tulsa 
(VHiT). It will be the first hospital 
to be built under the Communities 
Helping Invest through Property 
and Improvements Needed for 
Veterans Act of 2016 (CHIP-IN 
Act).

The legislation began develop-
ing when the Eastern Oklahoma 
VA Health Care System (EO-
VAHCS), VA Rocky Mountain 
Network and the Veterans Health 
Administration (VHA) began dis-
cussing plans for building a state-
of-the-art inpatient medical-sur-
gical hospital in downtown Tulsa 
under authority of the CHIP-IN 
Act.

“We are extremely grateful for 
the strong support received from 
U.S. Senators James Inhofe and 
James Lankford along with U.S. 
Representatives Markwayne 
Mullin and Kevin Hern,” said 
Ralph Gigliotti, director of the VA 
Rocky Mountain Network. “Our 
VA team set a goal with the state 
of Oklahoma, City of Tulsa, the 
Anne & Henry Zarrow Founda-
tion, and Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and we achieved it. I am so 
impressed with the collaboration 
in the name of America’s heroes. 
This is a huge win for Veterans of 

Eastern Oklahoma who deserve 
nothing less than the best possible 
care.”

Pete Peterson, chairman of the 
Oklahoma Veterans Council, of-
fered praise for the project.

“The Oklahoma Veterans Coun-
cil is pleased to see that the VA 
Hospital is included in the Mil-
Con VA Appropriations Bill for 
FY 2021,” he said. “This hospital 
will not only provide exceptional 
service in the heart of our largest 
market it will also stand as a tes-
tament to what we can accomplish 
as a community when we work to-
gether for the benefit of our vet-
erans.” 

The VA hospital will be located 
in downtown Tulsa at 7th Street 
and Houston Avenue on the ex-
panded OSU Medical Center 
Campus. The effort will convert 
the existing Kerr-Edmondson 
Buildings on the site into a mod-
ern 275,000 square-foot, 58-bed 
medical-surgical hospital for vet-
erans.

More than two-thirds of the 
47,000 veterans who receive 
services at the current Jack C. 
Montgomery Medical Center in 
Muskogee come from the Tulsa 
metro area. Of the 115,400-plus 
veterans in the Eastern Oklahoma 
VA area, approximately 68% are 
closer to Tulsa than to Muskogee, 

leading planners to estimate the 
new hospital could serve up to 
30% (or 14,000) more veterans 
annually.   

“The new VA hospital in Tulsa 
is a historic victory that will of-
fer long lasting and far-reaching 
benefits for our Veterans, the 
VA, and our community,’ said 
Mark E. Morgan, MHA, FACHE 
, director, Eastern Oklahoma VA 
Health Care System. “By expand-
ing services in Tulsa, EOVAHCS 
will be strategically positioned to 
provide the highest level of care 
to our Veterans for decades to 
come. This monumental expan-
sion will also allow us to repur-
pose the Jack C. Montgomery VA 
Medical Center in Muskogee into 
a much-needed community living 
and behavioral health center with 
expanded services that are not 
currently offered in this area.”  

The project, scheduled for com-
pletion in 2024, will have an esti-
mated $130 million total cost of 
construction - $120 million feder-
al appropriation and $10 million 
in philanthropic support.

The state of Oklahoma has fi-
nalized transfer of the Kerr-Ed-
mondson property valued at $35 
million, and the city of Tulsa has 
committed $8 million toward 
a parking garage for the veter-
ans hospital.   
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from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

  1-855-496-9612
dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

Federal Funding Approved for Tulsa VA Hospital

VETERAN DESTINATION:  The new Veterans Administration Hos-
pital will be built in downtown Tulsa at 7th Street and Houston Avenue 
on the expanded OSU Medical Center Campus with a scheduled 2024 
completion date. It is being designed by GH2 Architects.   

New Vaccines Helping Make the Light 
At the End of the Tunnel Shine Bright

By DR. BRUCE DART 
Executive Director, 
Tulsa County Health Department 

  

Over the last several months, 
COVID-19 has affected all 

of us. It has drastically changed 
the way we go about our daily 
lives. It has created hardship for 
businesses. Worst of all, some of 
us have lost a loved one – and to 
those of you who have I offer my 
sincere condolences.  

2020 was a hard year for us all, 
but the unfortunate reality is we 
can’t leave this virus in the past 
just yet. 

Throughout November and 
December, cases increased con-
sistently and exponentially. Af-
ter the first one was announced 
in March of 2020, it took six 
months to reach 10,000 cases. 
In November alone, we had over 
10,000 cases.  

When all is said and done, it 
is likely that COVID-19 will be 
2020’s sixth-highest cause of 
death for Tulsa County residents. 
I say all this as a reminder that 
we cannot stop taking precau-
tions. We all need to continue 
practicing the 3Ws – wear your 
mask, watch your distance and 
wash your hands – to slow the 
spread and lessen the strain on 
our healthcare system. 

Testing, quarantine and isola-
tion remain critical to slowing 
the spread of COVID-19. Com-
pleting the entire duration of 
your quarantine and isolation is 
vitally important. If you feel sick 
or think you may have been ex-
posed to COVID-19, please seek 
testing. The Tulsa Health Depart-
ment continues to be here for re-
sources, information and testing. 
If you have questions or would 
like to make an appointment for 
testing, call us at 918-582-9355 
or visit tulsa-health.org. 

Safe and effective vaccines are 
being distributed in Oklahoma 
right now. These vaccines have 

gone through a rigorous scientific 
and regulatory process, and you 
should feel confident in them.  

I encourage all of you to receive 
it when it becomes available to 
you. While this is an important 
step, we know that it will take 
time until all Tulsa County resi-
dents can receive the vaccine, so 
we must stay the course and con-
tinue to practice the 3Ws.  

Together, the vaccine and oth-
er precautions will offer you the 
best protection from being infect-
ed with COVID-19. 

Thank you to all of you who 
are playing your part in slowing 
the spread of COVID-19. Thank 
you for sacrificing important life 
events and time in-person with 
your loved ones. I know many are 
tired, but the light at the end of 
the tunnel has never been bright-
er. 

 
About the Author 

Dr. Bruce Dart has served five 
local health departments in three 
states during his 36-year career 
in public health. Currently, he 

is the executive director of the 
Tulsa Health Department, a local 
public health agency of 340 team 
members. 

Dart serves in a leadership role 
as a member of several National 
Association of County and City 
Health Officials work commit-
tees and is a NACCHO past pres-
ident and former board member 
and serves on the Public Health 

Accreditation Board’s Accredita-
tion Review Committee. 

The recipient of numerous in-
dustry awards, he received his 
BA in Biology from Drury Uni-
versity in 1977, his MS in Ad-
ministration (Health Services) 
from Central Michigan Universi-
ty in 1989 and his PhD in Health 
Services from Walden University 
in 2005. 

But the Pandemic Isn’t Over 
And Practicing the 3Ws 

Remains Essential

DR. BRUCE DART

Special To
GTR Media Group

http://www.hummingbirdelectric.com
http://www.akins.com
http://www.millerhospicetulsa.com
http://dental50plus.com/gtrtulsa
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EDUCATION
TCC Announces Spring Semester Learning Strategies

Adjunct Faculty Member Designs TCC Holiday Card 

Following a successful fall 
2020 semester balancing safety 
protocols and in-person learn-
ing, Tulsa Community College is 
working to increase the number 
of face-to-face classes and on-
line live for the spring semester, 
scheduled to start Jan. 19.

TCC will continue delivering 
courses in four delivery meth-
ods: face-to-face, online live, 
blended and online courses.

“We had nearly 40% of our stu-
dents in the classroom during the 
fall semester between face-to-
face classes and blended class-
es which is a mix of face-to-
face and online. Our students are 
telling us they want more face-
to-face options for spring as dai-
ly life has adapted in the pan-
demic and we are working to 
increase those options,” said Dr. 
Leigh Goodson, TCC president 
& CEO.

Students have also responded 
enthusiastically to the online live 
option, where the course meets 
online in a web-conference style 
at designated times and students 
are required to be present online, 
live at that time. It has the ben-
efit of immediate feedback from 
the faculty member and class-
mates, as well as being interac-
tive.

TCC will maintain safety proto-
cols including a face mask policy 
and physical distancing for all 
classrooms. Additional informa-
tion on procedures and public 
health measures taken by TCC 
can be found in the TCC Return 
to Campus plan at tulsacc.edu/
returnplan.

In addition, TCC will pro-
ceed with Spring Break with 
no classes the week of March 
15-21. However, the College is 
building a schedule to allow 

for virtual classes follow-
ing spring break from March 
22 – April 4.

“Our plan builds in flexibil-
ity for students and their fam-
ilies who may travel during 
Spring Break and need to 
self-quarantine. In addition, we 
acknowledge our students and 
employees, who are parents, may 
see an increased absenteeism due 
to additional family responsibili-
ties during that time based on the 
schedule of our local pub-
lic schools,” said Goodson.

Metro Campus will remain 
open during spring break, as it 
has in recent years, providing 
access to student services, com-
puters and academic resourc-
es, while all other campuses 
will be closed March 15 – 21, 
2021. Following spring break, all 
campuses will be open March 22 
– April 4. 

Cristiana Prado learned the art of 
watercolor from her mother. While 
she prefers to work in ceramics, 
she is influenced by watercolor 
even with glazing ceramics. She 
entered the 2020 TCC Holiday 
Card Design Competition with 
a watercolor that was selected as 
this year’s TCC Holiday Card. 

Prado’s watercolor piece ti-
tled, “Share Your Light” shows 
two candles, with gold high-
lights, lighting the way. 

“I love candles and was inspired 
by the quote, ‘A candle loses 
nothing by lighting another can-
dle.’ We’ve been through so much 
this year, and like a candle, it takes 
nothing from us to be kind, com-
passionate and pass on love,” said 

Prado, an adjunct faculty member 
at TCC who has taught Art Appre-
ciation and Foundation 2D Design 
for the past seven years. In addi-
tion, she teaches Art part-time for 
Tulsa Public Schools. 

“Teaching art makes me a better 
artist. When I help students learn 
how to express their creativity, I 
unlock my own creativity. I en-
joy teaching because I love to en-
courage, instruct and inspire oth-
ers,” said Prado. 

Selected as this year’s TCC Hol-
iday Card design, the cards were 
emailed to TCC students, faculty, 
and staff, and mailed to communi-
ty members and TCC Foundation 
members by TCC President & 
CEO Leigh B. Goodson, Ph.D. As 

the winner, Prado received 50 
printed cards and $500 from the 
TCC Foundation, the sponsor of 
the annual competition. 

“The TCC Foundation supports 
developmental opportunities for 
students and faculty outside of 
the classroom. The Holiday Card 
Design Competition is a favor-
ite allowing the selected winner 
to see their artwork printed and 
representing TCC in the commu-
nity,” said Kari Shults, vice pres-
ident for advancement and presi-
dent of the TCC Foundation. 

Prado’s winning watercolor de-
sign was unveiled at the TCC 
Board of Regents November meet-
ing and she was presented with her 
check and cards. 

Courtesy TCC

CLASSROOM DISTANCING:   This photo is from one of the areas 
TCC has transformed into an academic classroom for Fall 2020 and 
Spring 2021. The square footage of this former event space at the McK-
eon Center for Creativity on the TCC Metro Campus allows for physical 
distancing of desks and students. 

Courtesy TCC

WINNING DESIGN:  The design of the 2020 TCC holiday card was 
unveiled. From left are Kari Shults, vice president for advancement and 
president of the TCC Foundation; Cristiana Prado, card designer and 
TCC adjunct faculty; and Dr. Leigh Goodson, TCC president & CEO.

http://www.tulsacc.edu


When was the last time you 
used trigonometry? If you ask 
that of 2017 
Tulsa Tech 
graduate Da-
vid Patrick, he 
would tell you 
almost daily. 
Patrick is not 
boasting. It 
is just part of 
what it takes 
to run Com-
puter Numer-
ical Control 
or CNC ma-
chines.

“When you 
are making 
parts, you 
have to do the 
math,” Pat-
rick said with 
a grin. “You 
can’t pretend 
you know 
what you are 
doing because 
if you make 
a mistake, it 
can cost the company a lot of 
money.”

Patrick works for Baker 
Hughes in their small parts di-
vision, making intricate pieces 
for proprietary safety valves. 
Each complicated part must 
meet exact specifications, and 
it is up to Patrick to make sure 
each component is right.

“Everything from the original 
idea to the engineering to the 
machining, requires layers of 
science and mathematics,” Pat-
rick said. “A lot of the material 
that I cut are designed not to be 
cut, so I need to make sure my 
‘feed and speed formulas’ are 
spot on.”

Tulsa Tech students can now 
learn not just the math skills, 

but all aspects of manufactur-
ing in a new state-of-the-art 

facility. The 
18,000-square-
foot machine 
and mecha-
tronics space is 
the latest shin-
ing example of 
the world-class 
facilities Tul-
sa Tech offers 
students. 

“I walked 
around the cor-
ner and saw the 
new shop, and 
I was blown 
away,” Patrick, 
a 2017 gradu-
ate, said. “My 
jaw dropped; 
e v e r y t h i n g 
in here is set 
up just like 
it is at Baker 
Hughes.”

S t u d e n t s 
learn how to 
design and cre-

ate high-tech precision parts in 
the Certified Machine Operator 
and Certified Machine Techni-
cian programs from manual to 
computer-aided machines. 

“When I arrived at Tech, I 
was thrown into a new world, 
and I got a taste of everything I 
needed to know,” Patrick said. 
“Tulsa Tech prepared me to go 
into the workforce.”

These programs available to 
high school and adult students 
open doors to great jobs. Ac-
cording to the United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
average machining job  pays 
around $46,000. That number 
is even higher in Broken Ar-
row, with an average salary 
topping $60,000.

Patrick says he owes a lot of 
h is success to instructor Aaron 
Runk. 

“Every time I run into him, I 
tell him ‘thank you,’” Patrick 
said, smiling. “When I gradu-
ated and got my job, I had to 
go and get him a gift card to 
say thanks for helping change 
my life.”

Patrick went on to joke that 
he would continue sending 
cards of thanks, if it would not 
become a nuisance. Having 
completed his time before the 
new space was opened, he was 
amazed by the transformation.

“The shop I learned in was 
awesome, but this, this is top-
notch,” Patrick said. “Walking 
in here, I was able to see that 
everything from the machines 
to the layout and the safety re-
quirements match what I see 
every day at Baker Hughes. 
To me, this space is all about 
mimicking industry.”

An accolade any institution 
would gladly take, especially 
with our mission of Educating 
people for success in the work-
place. A mission Patrick gets to 
live out every day in his job at 
Baker Hughes.

“Being able to go into my 
job and be an expert, it is like 
being your own boss,” Patrick 
said. “I can’t thank Tulsa Tech 
enough for preparing me for 
this career.”

If you are looking to for a 
new career or want to get ahead 
in your current field, look no 
further than Tulsa Tech. With 
more than 80 full-time career 
training programs and hun-
dreds of part-time options, we 
have the training to fit your 
needs. Log onto tulsatech.edu 
today and see how we can help 
you Make Your Own Path.

  GTR Media Group: Oklahoma’s Largest Monthly News Group
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News From
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

T R A I N  F O R  A  C A R E E R  
I N  H E A L T H C A R E

Broken Arrow Campus 
4000 W. Florence St.

Lemley Memorial Campus 
3420 S. Memorial Dr.

Owasso Campus 
10800 N. 140 E. Ave.

Peoria Campus 
3850 N. Peoria Ave.

Riverside Campus 
801 E. 91st St.

Sand Springs Campus 
924 E. Charles Page Blvd.

(918) 828-5000
info@tulsatech.edu

Prepare for your future and learn the skills to achieve your goals. Apply online  

at tulsatech.edu/apply or for more information, call (918) 828-5000.

» Over 90 Career Majors     » State-of-the-Art Classes & Labs      
» No Tuition for H.S. Students     » Affordable Tuition for Adults

AT TULSA TECH,  WE 
HELP STUDENTS GET  

ON THE PATH TO A 
SUCCESSFUL CAREER

Building the Path to a Skilled Workforce

Courtesy Tulsa Tech

MACHINE DEMONSTRATION:  Tulsa Tech graduate David Patrick shows a 
student a new way to use a machine while taking a tour of the new manufacturing 
program space at the Broken Arrow Campus. Patrick called the newly remodeled 
space “awe-inspiring.”

NSU Early Childhood 
Education Program Ranks 
Among Affordable Degrees

Northeastern State University’s 
early childhood education degree has 
been ranked No. 27 out of 85 by Dis-
cover Early Childhood EDU as the 
most affordable bachelor’s degree.

“The Early Childhood program at 
NSU prepares students to work in 
diverse and inclusive early child-
hood settings and demonstrate cul-
tural competence and sensitivity 
as early childhood practitioners in 
grades PreK-3,” Dr. Anita Ede, pro-
gram chair for early childhood edu-
cation, said. “Coursework is taught 

by experienced faculty who inte-
grate a strong theoretical foundation 
in early childhood with practical 
hands-on experiences in the class-
room.” 

In addition to learning to work with 
children, graduates are prepared to 
work with administrators, communi-
ty members and parents.

For more information on NSU’s 
early childhood education degree, 
contact the College of Education 
at coe.nsuok.edu or call 918-444-
3700.

http://www.oktagagent.com/barnes/
http://www.tulsatech.edu
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BROKEN ARROW EDUCATION

BE THE ONE THEY CALL
WHEN PATIENT CARE MEETS INNOVATION

APPLY TODAY. 

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE
OSUIT.EDU | 918.293.5330
OKMULGEE, OK

Orthotic & Prosthetic 
Technologies | AAS Degree

Allison Shaw of B.A.H.S. Receives Achievement Award

Allison Shaw, a senior at Broken 
Arrow High School, has been se-
lected as the recipient of the First 
National Bank & Trust Co.’s First 
Achievement Award for 2020-21.  

One of this year’s top BAHS stu-
dents, Shaw says she plans to use 
the scholarship to attend Oklaho-
ma State University where she will 
study biology pre-med sciences 
and take the first step in fulfilling 
a lifelong dream of being a doctor. 

Shaw carries a 3.91 cumulative 
grade average, is a member of the 

National Honor Society and served 
as secretary of both her junior and 
senior class boards. She was also 
a member of the nationally rec-
ognized Pride of Broken Arrow 
Marching Band and was named a 
leader of its flute section. 

Away from the classroom, she 
was a member the Broken Ar-
row Youth City Council and with 
her fellow councilors traveled to 
Washington, D.C. to participate in 
a National League of Cities con-
ference. 

She is the daughter of Michael 
and Beth Shaw, both of whom are 
captains in the Broken Arrow Po-
lice Department. 

In addition to its $20,000 year-
ly commitment to Broken Arrow 
Schools, First National annually 
presents a high school senior a re-
newable scholarship it named the 
First Achievement Award. Since 
the program was launched in 1989 
Broken Arrow’s first bank has paid 
more than $250,000 to deserving 
local students. 

 

Courtesy Photo 

WINNER:  Allison Shaw is joined by her parents, Michael and Beth 
Shaw, in showing off her First Achievement Award scholarship certificate. 

Senior Will Use Scholarship To Attend OSU

B.A.’s Anna Turner Named NSU 
Outstanding Graduate Student

Anna Turner of Broken Arrow 
was selected as the Fall 2020 
Northeastern State University 
Outstanding Graduate Student. 
Turner graduated this fall with an 
M.Ed. in Mathematics Education. 

This award recognizes graduate 
students who demonstrate excel-
lence in scholarship and leader-
ship, and a demonstrative impact 
on fellow students, NSU, their 
profession or the community. Can-
didates are nominated and selected 
entirely by the graduate faculty at 
NSU.

Turner’s scholarly contribu-
tions during her final capstone 
semester demonstrate her cre-
ative approach to a complex is-
sue as described in her capstone 
research, Making Meaning: Im-
plementing Authentic Design in 
a Developmental Mathematics 
Classroom. 

“I applied ideas related to au-
thentic design to a developmental 
mathematics course that I current-
ly teach with the hope of support-
ing deeper mathematical learning 
and the development of more pos-
itive dispositions toward the study 
and use of mathematics,” Turner 
said. 

Turner’s work was guided by 
faculty mentors Dr. Martha Par-
rott, professor of mathematics and 
Dr. Richard Hasenauer, associate 
professor of mathematics.   

With a B.S. degree in Deaf Ed-
ucation and a minor in Applied 
Mathematics, Turner has served 
students in a variety of teaching 
environments through the years. 
Her experiences include teach-
ing high school mathematics at 
the Kansas School for the Deaf, 
special education math classes at 
Sand Springs Schools, online math 

courses for credit recovery, ACT 
preparation and developmental 
mathematics at Tulsa Community 
College, and tutoring numerous 
math students of all ages and math 
subjects.

With special interest in reach-
ing medical homebound stu-
dents, Turner served on a com-
mittee for supporting students in 
transitioning back to school after 
long-term absences from school 
and is currently coordinating 
methods to provide support to 
students who are learning in vir-
tual environments. Turner says 
she remains passionate about her 
desire to make math relevant, 
meaningful and interesting to her 
students. 

Turner is a wife and mother of 
three boys who, now more than 
ever, readily run to her for their 
math help.   ANNA TURNER

http://www.noc.edu
http://www.osuit.edu
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BROKEN ARROW SPORTS

B.A. Boys Look to Rebound After Slow Start

By MIKE MOGUIN 
GTR Sport Writer

Broken Arrow has one of the 
more experienced teams in Class 
6A basketball. The Tigers are a se-
nior-loaded team and are expected 
to make some noise on the hard-
wood this year. 

However, at this writing, the Ti-
gers were 2-3, not off to the start 
they desired before Christmas 
break. 

“This is not where we thought we 
would be at this point. I thought 
we would be 4-0 going into this 
next game or at least 4-1,” Broken 
Arrow coach Beau Wallace said.

“Even though we have a lot of 
guys back, we have a new team 
and there are some things we need 
to clean up. We’re not getting the 
inside scoring that we have been 
getting. We’re missing one of our 
key guys right now. So that has 
hurt us.”

The Tigers lost the season opener 
at Union, 56-48, on Dec. 8.

“We had a chance to win that 
game in regulation, but we turned 
it over late, went to overtime and 
didn’t make any shots. The only 
thing we did well was we made 
free throws.”

Broken Arrow played in the Ed-
mond Open the following week-
end, going 2-1. The loss came in 
the second round to Edmond Santa 
Fe by three points. The Tigers re-
sponded with an 80-51 win against 

Oklahoma City Casady. Then 
came a 30-point loss at Sapulpa on 
Dec. 15. 

“We had some mental mistakes 
and missed assignments,” Wallace 
said.  “We have to get better pro-
duction inside and outside. It starts 
inside for us,” he added.

Wallace said that his team has 
been without its top two rebound-
ers from last year. One is Jaiell 
Talley, who also played football. 
A 6'5" senior forward, Talley had 
almost 200 rebounds last year. He 
is currently adjusting to basketball 
playing form, Wallace said. An-
thony Allen, a 6'5" junior forward 
who had 100 rebounds last year, 
has also been out. 

“Missing those two guys is huge 
as far as rebounding and sec-
ond-shot attempts,” said Wallace, 
who hoped that time off over the 
holidays would give his players 
time to rest and heal their bodies.

Other key players are Ian Golden 
(6'1", senior, guard), George Mc-
Curdy (6'2", senior, guard), Jared 
Barnes (6'3", senior, guard), Si-
mon Blair (6'6", senior, forward) 
and Tyler Pinder (6'0", senior, 
guard).

“Ian is a kid who has played a lot 
for us,” Wallace said. “Jared is just 
that kid that does everything we 
need him to do. He takes charge, 
blocks out, rebounds, he can play 
all five positions for us. Simon 
is another kid that came off the 
bench last year. Right now, he is 
starting for us.”

From the bench, Wallace is excit-
ed about Aaron Johnson (6'2", ju-
nior, guard), Connor Dowd (6'4", 
sophomore, guard) and Ethan Elli-
son (6'5", sophomore, center.

“Aaron is probably one of our 
best rebounding guards,” Wallace 
said. “I think he has great potential 
and is going to be good for us. 

“Connor is a kid who can really 
shoot the ball, and Ethan Ellison 
plays inside for us. He’s athletic 
and is figuring out where he fits in 
the puzzle every time he gets in,” 
Wallace said. 

When it comes to COVID-19, 
Wallace agrees it’s the question of 
the year. 

“Everybody has had to deal with 
it differently,” Wallace said. “You 
just don’t know when you’re 
going to get that phone call that 
someone is quarantined and can’t 
play. We try to structure practice 
a little bit differently as far as 
which kids are always playing 
together. We try to mix them up 
a lot more. I tell them everybody 
has to be ready and that you never 
know when your time is going to 
be called.”

Broken Arrow resumed action 
Jan. 5 at Booker T. Washington. 
Through the remainder of the 

month, the Tigers will play in the 
Skiatook Tournament (Jan. 7-9), 
will host Jenks (Jan. 12), travel to 
Owasso (Jan. 15), host Muskogee 
(Jan. 19) and finish the month with 
back-to-back road games against 
Bartlesville (Jan. 26) and Bixby 
(Jan. 29).

“Based on who they have back, I 
think Owasso is going to be real-
ly tough this year,” Wallace said. 
“They have a lot of guys back and 
they’re athletic. I’ve told people 
they’re a lot like us and they can 
break you down. Then you have 
Jenks with Chase (Martin) and 
Bixby is also picking up. I don’t 
think there are ever any easy 
games in our conference.

“One thing I try to tell the kids is 
when we step on the floor, every 
team wants to beat you and if you 
don’t want to beat them as bad as 
they want to beat you, it ends up 
being a long night,” Wallace said.

Courtesy Broken Arrow Basketball

READY FOR ACTION:  The Broken Arrow boys look forward to a successful finish in the 2020-21 season..

2-3 Tigers Have the 
Experience to Turn 

Season Around

Josh Blankenship Becomes B.A. Football Coach
Rumors that began swirling 

around Broken Arrow High 
School athletics at the first of the 
year have been proven true. Josh 
Blankenship is now the Tigers’ 
head football coach. 

The son of legendary Owasso 
coach Bill Blankenship, he was 
an all-state player for his dad at 
Union, and then followed him 
to the University of Tulsa where 
he became the second member 
of the Blankenship family to 
play quarterback for the Golden 
Hurricane. After three seasons 
at TU, he transferred to Eastern 
Washington, where he was the 
Big Sky Conference Offensive 
Player of the Year and a sec-
ond-team All-American. 

During the 2003 preseason, 
Josh Blankenship was on the 

Miami Dolphins’ training-camp 
roster and later played for the 
Edmonton Eskimos of the Ca-
nadian Football League and 
the Tulsa Talons arena football 
team. 

His coaching resume includes 
service as a quarterback coach 
at TU, head coach at Muskogee 
High School and, most recently, 
head coach at Adams State Uni-
versity in Alamosa, Colorado 
where his 2017 Grizzlies were 
No. 2 nationally in passing yards 
and 11th in total offense. 

At 39, he succeeds former BA, 
TU and professional star David 
Alexander who coached at Bro-
ken Arrow for seven years and 
brought the school its first, and 
to date only, state championship 
with an undefeated 2018 team.

Broken Arrow Express photo

MEETING THE PRESS:  Josh Blankenship answers questions from Tulsa area media at his introductory press 
conference at the Broken Arrow indoor practice facility Jan. 8.



 Page 20 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS August 2018

  CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

 This is a love story. It’s a passionate tale 
between a city and an event, fans and a 
sport, a man and his vision.

Eighty-year-old Emmett Hahn has become 
a rich man thanks to an indoor motorsports 
extravaganza known as the Chili Bowl 
Midget Nationals. For the last 35 years, the 
second week in January has transformed 
Tulsa into the racing capital of America. 
Just like Elvis Presley and The Beatles, 
Hahn was in the right place at the right time 
with the right idea.

 Now, as they say, the rest is history.      
 “USA Today listed the top 10 most presti-

gious races in the world and the Chili Bowl 
was No. 4 and the only dirt track race,’’ said 
Hahn, co-promoter of the event held at the 
River Spirit Expo Center. “Billy Boat’s car 
owner said it’s easier to win the Indy 500 
than the Chili Bowl.

 “We have a good track and the race is held 
in the second week in January when nobody 
else is racing. We’re 25 miles away from 
being the central spot in population in the 
country. We get people from other countries 
coming here because they know we won’t 
be rained or snowed out. They can come 
from a long way off and there is no other 
facility like this in the USA.’’

 No brag. Just fact. Racers from up to 35 
states and five countries compete annually for 
the $10,000 top prize. Almost 350 cars show 
up to compete on the quarter-mile dirt surface 
constructed on the building’s lower level, the 
size of three Astrodome playing fields. More 
than 52 miles of cable hold up the roof.

 Hahn said some racers and fans show 
up for the Lucas Oil Tulsa Shootout in the 
last week of December, the world’s largest 
micro midget race, and remain in town the 

following week waiting for the Chili Bowl. 
People in the racing business seem to notice 
such things.

 “Three or four years ago NASCAR 
brought seven officials to watch what we do. 
How many have Tony Stewart helped with 
the main race track?’’ Hahn asked. “When 
Tony came on the scene he had a midget 
car and he loved this race. When Tony’s 
name came up it boosted the race and this 
year Hendrix Motorsports had Kyle Larson, 
Chase Elliott and Christopher Bell here.’’

 With NASCAR drivers showing up more 
frequently, popularity among average fans 
continues to increase. After the first Tulsa 
Shootout took place, the green flag fell for 
the Chili Bowl. It was slow rolling at first 
after Hahn and original co-promoter Lanny 
Edwards polished the plan.

 “He promoted World of Outlaws shows 
and knew the Kinsers and Wolfgangs. I told 
Lanny I think we can run midgets,’’ Hahn 
said. “At first we ran sprint cars and midg-
ets. There was very little cross over and a 
rivalry developed. Bob Berryhill, owner of 
Chili Bowl, was a big midget fan and he 
liked what we were doing. He called us and 
gave us $6,000 in sponsorship, but we butt-
ed heads with the Super Bowl.

 “I would go to businesses and give away 
tickets to customers who came to see what’s 
going on. We finally got people from out-
side states like Wisconsin and California 
who wanted to come see these cars go two 
to three wide. Word of mouth was instru-
mental in making this thing grow and now 
this racing is like the 3/8-mile track at the 
old fairgrounds.’’

 With a record 16,000 fans for one event, 
the Chili Bowl was always a sellout – un-
til COVID-19 came long. The 2021 race 
was limited to 2,400 fans and would not 
have taken place without the help of some 
race-loving friends. Lucas Oil remains the 
title sponsor.

 “With the virus limiting us to 25 percent 
capacity, it would have cost us millions to 
put the show on,’’ said Hahn. “Mark Andrus, 
Tulsa Expo Square CEO, and Ray Hoyt of 
the Tulsa Regional Chamber gave us money 
to put in on. We won’t be losing money.’’

And Tulsa businesses will continue to ben-
efit as well. Hahn said it was reported that 
the Chili Bowl brought in $33 million to the 
local economy in 2020. Conservative esti-
mates indicate Hahn’s show has brought in 
180,000 fans and $132 million in the last 12 
years with 70,000 cars over 35 years.

 “I’m not on welfare,’ Hahn quipped. 
 Fans are also rich in racing history, excite-

ment and entertainment. It’s a win, win, win 
situation for fans, drivers and the city.  

 “These are real race fans. They know 
what’s going on. They know good racing 
when they see it,’’ Hahn said. “Stewart said 
it’s a lot of fun and the race is almost like 
a reunion. Lanny and I had the philosophy 
that we’re not smart enough to make this 
work, just smart enough not to mess it up.

 “When we first started getting big, for the 
first time they ran out of rental cars and the 
only other time that happened was when the 
PGA Tour came to Southern Hills. When 
that happens you know you’re pretty good.’’

 Of all the memories over 35 years, Hahn 
said one that stands out is a race in the 1990s 
featuring P.J. and Page Jones, sons of Par-
nelli Jones.

 “The two kids started up front,’’ Hahn re-
called. “P.J. hit his kill switch on the third 
lap and had to go to the back. He came up 
through the field and caught his brother in 
20 laps. The way P.J. made that drive was 
unbelievable.

 “I ain’t going to quit this until they throw 
dirt in my face. The only regret I have is that 
didn’t start this earlier.’’

 A motorsports romance was born in 1987 
and there have been hugs and kisses between 
Hahn, midget racing and the city ever since. 
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SPORTS
Tulsa Becomes an Auto Racing Capital of America
Due to the Legendary Leadership of Emmett Hahn

Chili Bowl 
Listed as World’s 
Number 4 Race

Courtesy ChiliBowl.com

PACKED HOUSE. The Chili Bowl draws sellout crowds to Tulsa’s Expo Square.  This 
year’s seating will be limited due to COVID-19.

Courtesy Bluetoad.com

EMMETT HAHN

http://www.goldenhurricaneclub.com
http://www.allstarsportscomplex.com
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By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Defensive specialist Abby Cun-
ningham has been a force for Lin-
coln Christian volleyball since 
starting her freshman year. Her 
contributions helped her team win 
a third straight state championship 
back in October in Moore. 

Lincoln Christian won the title at 
the Class 4A level for the second 
straight year. Its 2018 champion-
ship was in Class 3A. 

The Lady Bulldogs won the 2020 
title by sweeping Christian Her-
itage in three sets.  “It was really 
special,” Cunningham said. “It was 
awesome because we had so many 
seniors and the way we won, like 
no one can look back on that game 
and feel like they didn’t do their all 
to get their best. I feel like we all 
played so clean and cohesive that it 
was just a great way for all seven of 
us to go out.” 

Cunningham, who was named 
Pinnacle All-Conference and All-
State this season, is also committed 
to play collegiately at Division-II 
Seattle Pacific, said her team nev-
er saw victory clinched until the 
match was completely done.

“We never realized until the last 
point, because for the past two years 
there were such crazy games,” 
Cunningham said. “We would be 
up, then all of a sudden we would 
be down and we thought we had 
it in the bag. All of us were in the 
mindset that it’s not over until it’s 
over. I think it was really when that 
last ball dropped, it was like ‘oh my 
gosh, we just did this again.’”

Other senior standouts who grad-
uate for Lincoln Christian are out-
side hitters Micah Clayton and 
Hope Keitner. Both also made Pin-
nacle All-Conference. Keitner was 
also a captain who made All-State. 
Clayton is committed to Southwest 
Baptist to play basketball. 

The rest of the seniors are middle 
hitter Bayleigh Smith, along with 
defensive specialists Raena Maer-
ick, Eva Trompler and Naya Ross.

The most challenging aspect go-
ing into the final, Cunningham said, 
was knowing that this would be the 
last time this senior class would be 
playing together.

“That was the hardest part, rather 
than the game itself was the mental 
aspect,” she said. “It was like this 
is the last time we’re going to do 
this.”

Most challenging moment for 
Lincoln Christian this season came 
in late September, when the Lady 
Bulldogs got a big win against 
Jenks, then followed up with a loss 
to NOAH.

“Because we were so over-
whelmed by the fact that we beat 
that team and it was such a hard 
game, that after that we got com-
fortable a little bit, it was a wake-
up call,” Cunningham said. “We 
realized that just because we beat 
(Jenks) that we can’t get comfort-
able and settle in. So at mid-season, 
we hit a rough patch of eye-open-
ing games where we really need to 
keep going, keep pushing.”

They did and it paid off. 

Private School Quick Hits
Bishop Kelley and Victory Chris-

tian also won state titles in their 
respective classes: Bishop Kelley 
beat Mustang, 3-2 (25-21, 25-16, 
18-25, 25-27, 15-13 in the Class 
6A championship final. It was Kel-
ley’s second in three years and 19th 
since 1989. 

Victory Christian won a fourth 
consecutive title by taking the 
Class 5A championship by sweep-
ing Oklahoma City Mt. St. Mary’s 
in three sets (25-18, 27-25, 25-17). 
It’s titles in 2017 and 2019 also 
came in 5A, while its 2018 title 
came in Class 4A. 

Bishop Kelley won the Class 5A 
state championship for a fourth 
straight year back on Nov. 4 in Ed-
mond with 70 points. Noble was 
runner-up with 86 points. High-
est finisher was senior Liz Camp-
bell, who took fifth with a time of 
19:45.65. Behind her was junior 
Ella Eureste (sixth, 19:50.51), who 

was the individual state champion 
in 2018 and 2019.

Regent Prep won its fourth state 
championship in its athletic his-
tory as it captured both the team 
and individual championships in 
Class 3A girls’ cross country back 
on Nov. 4 in Edmond. Senior Na-
talie Cleveland won the meet with 

a time of 12:08.36. Freshman Mi-
cah Dickens also contributed with 
a runner-up finish with a time of 
12:12.21. The Lady Rams won 
the team championship with 104 
points. Cascia Hall was second with 
109 points. Regent’s other state ti-
tles came in volleyball (2014) and 
boys’ golf (2018, 2019).

By MIKE MOGUIN
GTR Sports Writer

Holland Hall won its first ever 
state championship in football as it 
beat Lincoln Christian, 35-7, in the 
Class 3A final Dec. 11. 

Eight days later, Metro Chris-
tian repeated as champions with a 
48-37 win against Washington in 
the Class 2A state championship 
game. Both games were played at 
Wantland Stadium at the Univer-
sity of Central Oklahoma in Ed-
mond. 

Total Domination
Holland Hall won as it did in ev-

ery game in 2020, by a rout. But it 
didn’t start that way. The Dutchmen 
had the ball first and were forced to 
three and out. Lincoln Christian, 
the 2019 3A champion, moved to 
the Holland Hall 36-yard line, but 
as it went for it on fourth down, 
Nunu Campbell intercepted a pass 
to set up the Dutchmen’s first TD.

Quarterback and University of 
Oklahoma baseball signee Wallace 
Clark threw a 17-yard touchdown 
pass to Marc Gouldsby to make it 
7-0, where it stood at the close of 
the first quarter. 

Holland Hall led 21-7 at half-
time. 

“It was a great feeling just know-
ing that we were the first group 
to do it at Holland Hall, and just 
winning in general,” Clark said.“It 
was the goal from the beginning 
of the year and we put that in our 
minds, and when we finally ac-
complished it, it was just super 
satisfying to achieve what we were 
striving for.”

Clark had a phenomenal night, 
throwing three touchdown passes 
(17, 32 and 30 yards) and run-
ning for two others (three and five 
yards). He was 15-of-23 attempts 
for 268 yards and 15 carries for 
130 yards. Gouldsby caught five 
passes for 130 yards. On defense, 
Army signee Owen Ostroski over-
came being double-and-triple 
teamed, making eight tackles with 

three for losses. Zane Woodham 
and Matt Doyle recorded 18 and 
11 tackles, respectively. Doyle 
also had 1 ½ sacks.  

 “It was super lively and exciting 
just because in every single game 
of the season, we didn’t know if 
it was going to be the last game 
of the season based on what was 
happening with the whole COVID 
protocols and everything,” Clark 
said. “So just being able to go out 
there and play for a state champi-
onship, let alone winning it, was 
very special.”

Clark said he sees a bright future 
for Holland Hall football. 

Back-to-Back 2A Champs
Metro Christian got behind 

Washington early by a field goal, 
but dominated the rest of the game, 
which was not as close as the score 
suggests. 

The Patriots (11-2) got the go-
ahead touchdown at the end of the 
first quarter with a seven-yard TD 
pass from sophomore quarterback 
Kirk Francis to Breck Nauman.

Metro raced to a 28-10 advan-
tage at halftime and was up 34-10 
in the third quarter before the War-
riors put up some points in the last 
two quarters. 

Metro was able to celebrate win-
ning a gold ball for the second 
straight year. 

“It was great (to win state for a 
second straight year),” senior line-
backer Cade Gibson said. “Not 
knowing if we were going to play 
this year and be able to make it all 
the way, this was about as good as 
it can get. So it was wonderful.”

“We were in control pretty much 
the whole game, except the first 
two drives,” Gibson said. “We 
made a few mistakes and had a 
couple of penalties late in the 
game, but other than that, we had 
pretty much won. We played an al-
most-perfect game.”

Gibson was the key defensive 
player of the game with 24 tack-
les, with 10 solo, 7 ½ for loss of 
yardage. 

“I couldn’t have done it without 
everybody else,” Gibson said. “I 

came in there knowing it was my 
last high school game and I was 
going to try to take advantage of 
every opportunity I got. With the 
help of great play calling, it set me 
up for the right places to be suc-
cessful.”

Francis and teammate wide re-
ceiver Junior Sampson impacted 
the offense with incredible num-
bers. Francis threw for five touch-
downs and 367 yards on 29-of-44 
attempts. Sampson caught eight 
passes for 144 yards and two TDs.

“They were quite the duo on of-
fense,” Gibson said. “It felt like 
they couldn’t miss. Kirk was on 
the money with every pass he 
threw and Junior was hauling in 
huge plays, one after another. I’m 
really proud of them.”

Gibson is also excited about the 
future of Metro football.

“They’re going to be really 
good,” Gibson said. “I’m going 
to be excited to come watch them 
play these next couple of years. 
We have a great team and a lot of 
talent that can do great things.” 
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Lincoln Christian Celebrates Volleyball Crown

Holland Hall, Metro Celebrate Championships

Courtesy Lincoln Christian Athletics

CHAMPIONS:  The Lincoln Christian volleyball team celebrates winning the 4A state championship in October. 

Photo Courtesy of Jared McCoy

DUTCH CELEBRATION:  Holland Hall celebrates its first state football championship after winning the Class 3A final. 

Photo Courtesy of Wallace Clark

PATRIOT GOLD:  Metro Chris-
tian linebacker Cade Gibson holds 
the gold ball after the Patriots won 
its second straight state football ti-
tle in Class 2A.

http://www.hummingbirdelectric.com
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Marcia Manhart (1943-2020) 
was a beloved and long-tenured 
director of Philbrook, serving the 
institution for 40 years before re-
tiring in 2003. Before her passing 
in March of 2020, The Judith and 
Jean Pape Adams Foundation cre-
ated an endowment supporting 
a new curatorial position in her 
honor. Susan Green, most recently 
Philbrook’s Associate Curator of 
Special Collections, Archives, and 
Research, is the inaugural Marcia 
Manhart Endowed Associate Cu-
rator of Contemporary Art & De-
sign.

“We are honored to recognize and 
celebrate the legacy of long-time 
Philbrook Director Marcia Man-
hart through the support of this 
new, and critically important cu-
ratorial position,” said Philbrook 
President and CEO Scott Stulen. 
“Susan Green’s deep knowledge 
and reverence of Philbrook’s his-
tory, love of our local arts com-

munity and passion for learning 
perfectly embodies Marcia’s spirit 
and the belief in the transformative 
power of art.”

This exciting and focus-expand-
ing position is dedicated to build-
ing engagement with and support 
for the local and regional artist 
community. In this capacity, Green 
will regularly rethink and reinstall 
permanent collection galleries 
along with developing interpretive 
materials related to contemporary 
art and design. 

“I grew up in Tulsa. Visiting Phil-
brook was always a greatly antic-
ipated pleasure,” she says. “Even 
then, without understanding what 
it really meant, I knew that Mar-
cia Manhart ran Philbrook. I un-
derstood that a strong and creative 
woman was in charge, and her 
passion and vision made Philbrook 
the place that was so incredibly 
special. Her legacy of devotion to 
our community, to the arts, and to 
Philbrook continues today. It is an 
extraordinary privilege to hold a 
position named in her honor.”

Green’s first curatorial proj-
ect working within this new ca-
pacity will be the special pho-
tography exhibition, Views of 
Greenwood (March 2021). This 
exhibition is one component of the 
Museum’s planned programing 
commemorating the centennial of 
the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre.

“I had the pleasure and honor to 
serve as board chair of Philbrook 
during Marcia Manhart’s final 
year at the Museum,” said Roxa-
na Lorton. “We were in the final 
stages of a $20 million fundrais-
ing campaign to complete major 

renovations of the gardens and 
villa along with raising funds for a 
three-year Exhibition Series. Mar-
cia was such an intelligent person 
and talented-creative artist. Her 
passion in life was Philbrook. That 
passion made my job as chair one 
of the highlights of my life.”

About Philbrook Museum of Art
The Philbrook Museum of Art is 

committed to being Tulsa’s most 
welcoming and engaging cultural 
institution. Through bold action 
and strategic investment, Phil-
brook creates a space for new ideas, 
diverse stories and perspectives, 
and social connection. Housed in 
the former midtown home (built 
1927) of Genevieve and Waite 
Phillips, the Philbrook collection 
has grown to over 14,500 objects 
with a focus on American, Native 
American, and European art. Phil-
brook Museum of Art opened on 

October 25, 1939, with the goal 
of being an institution “housing, 
preserving, and displaying therein 
works of art, literature, relics and 
curios, including those representa-
tive of the native North American 

Peoples.” Serving over 160,000 
visitors annually, Philbrook shines 
a light on Tulsa’s storied and com-
plex past while building a diverse 
and creative vision of the city’s 
future.
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Marcia Manhart Remembered at Philbrook
Susan Green Named Inaugural

Marcia Manhart Associate 
Curator of Contemporary Art & Design

MAGNIFICANT MUSEUM:  Home of great art and beautiful grounds, 
Philbrook is located at 2727 S. Rockford Road in Tulsa.

TALENTED LEGACY: Susan Green follows Marcia Manhart’s contributions at Tulsa Philbrook Museum of Art.

GTR Media Group photo

WINTER WONDERLAND:  Gathering Place is home to year-round fun and ac-
tivities. Winter Wonderland is always a highlight.  This past season’s event Winter 
Wonderland was located at and around the ONEOK Boathouse and QuikTrip Great 
Lawn with socially spaced zones. Guests walked along the pathways experiencing 
thousands of twinkling lights, strolling entertainment, and a holiday market with de-
licious food and seasonal gifts from local small business owners, all located in open, 
socially distanced areas of the Park. 

http://www.scogginsroofing.com
http://www.okwu.edu
http://www.anchorpaint.com
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Of the many high-rise structures 
in Tulsa, there is only one totally 
round building: University Club 
Tower. This build-
ing was the brain-
child of real estate 
developer Ainsley 
Perrault and a 
group of other 
investors. It was 
conceived in the 
early 1960s. The 
original architects 
were Jack Butz 
and V.M. Piland. 
They designed the 
building on com-
puter. It was con-
sidered the first 
CAD (computer 
aided design) pro-
duced project in 
Oklahoma. The 
repetitive circular 
flat slab design 
allowed for rapid-
ly produced con-
struction documents. This econ-
omy carried through into a low 
construction cost of $7 million.

In 1962, twin circular high-rise 
apartment buildings opened in 
Chicago. Nicknamed the “Corn 
Cobb Towers”, these buildings 

combined parking garages on the 
lower levels and pie shaped apart-
ments on the floors above while 

located on Chica-
go’s downtown 
river. The Marina 
Towers, as they 
were formally 
called, were a big 
influence on the 
University Club 
Tower design. The 
Tulsa project was 
begun in 1964 but 
stood as an un-
finished skeleton 
on Tulsa’s urban 
skyline for several 
years due to what 
is assumed were 
financing issues. 
The building was 
finally opened in 
1968.

Located at 1722 
S. Carson Ave.
in one of Tul-
sa’s early resi-

dential areas (a half block from 
my great-grandparents, the A.J. 
Rudd’s house), the University 
Club Tower is 377 feet tall, it con-
tains ground floor lobbies, staff 
office space, a tenant lounge / re-

ception room and other auxiliary 
spaces, and five floors of covered 
parking. Above are twenty-three 
floors of one, two, and three-bed-
room apartments of 700 to 1,900 
square feet. Of course, each unit is 
pie shaped and serviced by a cen-
tral core which contains fire stairs, 
elevators, and mechanical/jani-
torial closets. Most units have an 
exterior balcony which is achieved 
by an open recess flush within the 
circular shaft of the building. The 
top floor originally accommodated 
a radio station and a private club 
for the alumni of the University of 
Tulsa. Hence the name: University 
Club Tower.

The exterior site of the UCT in-
cludes various surface amenities 
such as a swimming pool, tennis 
courts, and generous guest parking. 
The building skin is a combination 
of aluminum curtain wall and met-
al porcelain panels in a light yel-
low-green color. Views of the Ar-
kansas River and downtown Tulsa 
are dramatic and outstanding.

Is it possible that another round 
high-rise building will be built in 
Tulsa in the future? Only time will 
tell. As land and premium views 
become more and more scarce, it 
is certainly possible.
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On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

University Club Tower a Unique Tulsa Landmark
1960s Building is Region’s Only

 Totally Round High-Rise Structure

GTR Media Group photo

STANDING TALL:  Tulsa’s University Club Tower building is located 
at 1722 S. Carson Ave.  Built in the mid-1960s, the circular building 
gives the beautiful Tulsa skyline a unique look.

Chuck Lamson, Longtime Leader of the Tulsa Drillers, 
Announced as New CEO of the Tulsa Botanic Garden

Chuck Lamson, best known for 
his long tenure with the Tulsa 
Drillers, has been announced as 
the new chief executive officer of 
the Tulsa Botanic Garden.

“We are thrilled to announce 
that Chuck is joining our staff. He 
is known to be a visionary and a 
sheer force within our commu-
nity. We welcome his energy and 
drive in bringing Tulsa Botanic 
Garden’s vision to fruition,” said 
Janice Chevaillier, chair of the 
non-profit’s board of directors.

Lamson’s career at the Tulsa 
Drillers began in 1979 as a play-
er. His 30-year front office career 
started as a groundskeeper and 
culminated as president and ma-
jority owner. He was instrumental 
in helping to get ONEOK Field 
built in downtown Tulsa in 2010. 
He sold his interest in the team at 
the end of that year. 

“The Tulsa Botanic Garden is a 
great community asset. I am excit-
ed about the opportunity to con-
tinue the vision of the founders in 
making the Garden a world-class 
attraction for Tulsa and the sur-

rounding region,” Lamson com-
mented.

Since 2011, Lamson has served 
as president of Southpaw Sports 
Consulting, which works with 
buyers and sellers of minor league 
baseball franchises across the 
country. Also, he currently is an 
Executive in Residence at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa, where he oversees 
all marketing and management in-
ternships at the Collins College of 
Business as well as teaching sports 
management classes.

The Botanic Garden is devel-
oping on 170-acres northwest of 
downtown Tulsa with a master 
plan including a total of 60 acres 
of gardens planned and 100 acres 
of native prairie and forest. In 
2015, the first garden from the 
master plan, the A.R. and Mary-
louise Tandy Floral Terraces was 
opened. The following May, a two-
acre Children’s Discovery Garden 
opened. The J.E. and L.E. Mabee 
Grange, a 2,400 square-foot build-
ing for Garden activities as well as 
private events, was completed in 
late 2017. 

The Garden recently announced 
plans for the Bumgarner Lotus 
Pool, a water garden which is slat-
ed to go under construction in ear-
ly 2021. 

The Botanic Garden hosts thou-
sands of visitors each year for 
educational programming and 
seasonal events including the hol-
iday festival Garden of Lights, 
Tulsa Botanic BLOOMS, one of 
the largest spring bulb displays 
in the region, and Autumn in the 
Garden.

About the Tulsa Botanic Garden
Tulsa Botanic Garden is an 

all-season oasis blooming in the 
Osage Hills northwest of Tulsa.  
The A.R. and Marylouise Tandy 
Floral Terraces feature over 8,000 
plants with seasonal beds, beau-
tiful art deco designs and water 
features, and a spectacular spring 
display of over 100,000 bulbs.  
The Children’s Discovery Garden 
is a wonderland of interactive fun 
for the whole family including the 
iconic Spring Giant, spitting ani-
mal fountains, carnivorous plants, 

Sensory Walk, whirligigs, and the 
Tree Fort where the canopy pro-
vides a natural backdrop for story-
telling and imaginative play.  The 
Lakeside Promenade gracefully 
encompasses a seven-acre lake, 
and the Cross Timbers Trail pro-
vides a 1.5 mile hike through the 
trees.  Tulsa Botanic Garden is a 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
with a mission to promote the 
beauty and importance of plants 
and nature to create a more sus-
tainable and harmonious world. 
The Garden is located at 3900 Tul-
sa Botanic Drive, Tulsa, 74127. 
For more information, call 918-
289-0330 or visit tulsabotanic.org. 

CHUCK LAMSON

http://www.dandiguaranty.com
http://www.pawprintsltd.com
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THE ECONOMY

By CHARLES COLEMAN
Contributing Writer

“I’m always looking for the 
untold story,” says documenta-
ry filmmaker Beth Turner. That 
search led Turner and her husband 
to launch Storyteller Productions 
in 2018.

The Tulsa-based video produc-
tion company specializes in per-
sonal history, capturing people’s 
memoirs on camera and turning 
them into slick, professional doc-
umentaries.

“When someone’s famous, we 
get to see their story told in crisp 
HD with clean audio and graph-
ics,” explains Turner. “What 
about everyday people? I think 
everyone’s story is worthy of that 
level of production.”

Turner says one of her most 
prized possessions is a video of her 
late grandmother, shot on grainy, 
VHS video in the 1980s. “Having 
her voice and laughter after she 
was gone was such a treasure,” 
says Turner. “I want everyone to 
have that kind of treasure.”

While valuable, Turner knows 
that a little bit of technical skill 
and knowledge could have vastly 
improved the video of her grand-
mother. “I know they started the 
interview at 12:34 because the 

time code covers her forehead.”
Before starting Storyteller Pro-

ductions, Turner, a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas’ documen-
tary film program, served as vid-
eo producer for the Union School 
district. “I worked with alumni at 
Union a lot and I really enjoyed 
getting to know people and learn 
their stories,” recalls Turner. A 
video project for the class of 1958 
reunion particularly piqued Turn-
er’s interest. “Learning that histo-
ry and seeing how their successes 
led to where Union is in the pres-
ent was an eye opener.”

In 2017, Turner began a side 
project that would grow in scope 
into what is now a feature-length 
documentary titled, “Randy 
Crouch: Survival of the Fiddlist,” 
which is currently in post produc-
tion. As that project grew, Turner 
realized she was making a film 
and, therefore, needed to create a 
production company. “Originally, 
Storyteller Productions was creat-
ed just for the Randy Crouch doc-
umentary,” explains Turner. “But 
then we started getting little jobs 
here and there until I eventually 
had more work than time.”

That led to what Turner says 
was a difficult decision to leave 
her job at Union. “I loved Union,” 
says Turner, “so it was really 

tough to leave. But I’m so excit-
ed about the work I’m doing now. 
Hearing people’s stories has giv-
en me such a better understanding 
of Tulsa’s history.”

While posterity has been the 
driving force behind Storytell-
er’s business plan, the process of 
interviewing clients to get their 
stories has revealed some unex-
pected benefits, especially to the 
company’s older clientele. “Re-
living your favorite memories 
brings joy to the present that you 
didn’t know was missing,” says 
Turner. “I’ve seen clients become 
mentally stronger over the course 
of an interview. They become 
more present, more engaged.”

Serving an older clientele has 
presented challenges during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Turner 
says that Storyteller Productions 
lost a significant amount of work 
in 2020 due to safety concerns, 
but she chooses to focus on the 
positive and use 2020 as a learn-
ing experience. “This pandemic 
taught me how to do this work 
more safely, now and in the fu-
ture,” says Turner. She also be-
lieves the pandemic makes Sto-
ryteller’s service more poignant 
than ever. “We’ve lost so many of 
our loved ones to COVID. I feel 
like we are all mourning together, 

and I feel passionate about record-
ing our stories while we can. We 
just aren’t promised tomorrow.” 

That increased sense of urgen-
cy might not compell everyone 
to green light their own person-
al documentary, but Turner says 
the company can work with a 
wide range of budgets and needs. 
“Some people just want their old 
photos scanned and retouched 
or their home movies digitized,” 
says Turner. “That can be the first 
step in a larger production, but if 
not, it’s still important to capture 
those keepsakes in digital format 
before they fade and deteriorate.”

Turner certainly has a passion for 
posterity, but it’s her passion for 
teaching that shapes Storyteller’s 
long-term goals. “I would like to 
connect and build partnerships be-

tween retirement centers, alumni 
groups and educational systems 
to provide hands-on training for 
young people to learn, not just the 
technical skillset, but the heart be-
hind what I do,” explains Turner. 
“That way, elders can pass on their 
wisdom to the younger generation, 
and the next generation will better 
appreciate where we are today, and 
carry that into our future.”

For now, Turner feels fortunate 
to be where she is. “If COVID has 
taught me one thing it’s apprecia-
tion for the people I love,” says 
Turner. “Seeing the faces of our 
loved ones is precious. This work 
builds on that.”

To learn more about Storyteller 
Productions, visit storytellerpro-
ductionsllc.com or call 918-346-
3230.

tulsachamber.com/partnersinprosperity

Tulsa-Based Video Production Company 
Believes Everybody Has a Story to Tell

Courtesy Storyteller Productions, LLC

ON SET: Beth Turner of Storyteller Productions interviews a client at 
his home in 2019. Storyteller specializes in telling individual’s stories  
with top-level production value.
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Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other 
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

TulsaGo to Host 100 Local Business Market
TulsaGo, an up-and-coming 

dynamism of interactive proj-
ects that focus on the virtue of 
Tulsa, will launch its first proj-
ect in March: TulsaGo Market. 
This one-day event allows small 
local businesses the opportunity 
to showcase their products to a 
widespread audience that sup-
ports buying locally made and 
traded products. In celebration of 

this year’s premier event, the first 
100 attendees will receive a free 
TulsaGo Market shopping tote 
bag.

Encompassing a diverse group 
of merchants from various trades 
and backgrounds, TulsaGo Market 
seeks to present a well-balanced 
event that offers local food, cloth-
ing, accessories, jewelry, gifts, 
novelties, and art. To provide an 

equal opportunity to all made in 
Tulsa brands, the marketplace 
development team has created an 
integrated model that incorporates 
both brick-and-mortar and home-
based businesses into the event. 
Not only does this contribute to 
the overall trade mix, but it also 
gives home-based businesses a 
distinctive opportunity to generate 
equity for their brand.

The 2021 TulsaGo Market event 
will take place on Saturday, March 
20 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in Cen-
tral Park Hall at Expo Square. 
Admission is free and open to the 
public. Special edition reusable 
TulsaGo Market shopping totes 
can be purchased upon entry for 
$5.

For more information, visit tulsa-
gomarket.com.

A Salute to America’s Energy Workforce
As we begin 2021, I believe it 

is fitting that we salute Ameri-
ca’s energy workforce. It amazes 
me that every time I need to have 
lights turned on in my home, air 
conditioning or heating running, 
gasoline in my tank for travels, 
check emails on my i-phone and 
many other daily uses and needs, 
there are men and women work-
ing around the clock so that I can 
have access to these things. Us-
ing petroleum-based products, 
such as medicines, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, clothes, hair brushes, 
eyeglasses and all the hundreds 
and thousands of petroleum based 
products, every person in the Unit-
ed States is touched by America’s 
energy. 

In my book, America Needs 

America’s Energy, I include an 
energy prayer 
that reflects 
on the energy 
workforce. “A 
decade ago, 
Nancy Huff 
of Broken 
Arrow, met 
t h e n - S e c r e -
tary of State 
Colin Powell 
at the Na-
tional Prayer 
B r e a k f a s t . 
During their 
meeting, Sec-
retary Powell 
asked Nancy 
to pray for 
Oklahoma to 
produce more 
oil because he 
believed our 
country needed that oil. When 
Nancy returned to Oklahoma 

from Washington, D.C., she be-
came active in 
The Energy Ad-
vocates and wrote 
a special book of 
prayers for the oil 
and gas industry. 
She prayed with 
a group every 
Thursday night 
for Oklahoma, 
the U.S., and the 
industry. I share 
with you one 
of those energy 
prayers: “Father, 
I come to you and 
I ask protection 
for every drill-
ing site, pipeline, 
refinery, pro-
duction site, oil 
truck, tanker, or 
any other means 

of obtaining and transporting oil 
in the United States. Protect all 

those who work in the industry, 
and give them safety and wisdom 
about every potentially dangerous 
situation. I ask, as the oil and gas 
industry in this country grows, 
that the environment would be 
protected. I ask for the develop-
ment of new technology that will 
enable those in the energy indus-
try to drill efficiently while pro-
tecting the environment. Thank 
you for your hand of safety on 
the industry and the land that has 
helped to make the country great. 
Amen.”

According to a recent report, the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
employs more than 4,600 Veter-
ans. In 2020, one in every three 
new DOE hires has been a veter-
an, and DOE consistently receives 
“exemplary” ratings from the In-
teragency Council on Veterans 
Employment. 

What will the workforce look 
like post COVID-19? A work-

force will be needed to build, 
adapt, provide technology and in-
novation in the energy sector, in-
volving power generation, trans-
portation, and other uses. The oil 
and gas industry will continue to 
lead the way in providing jobs 
and opportunities. 

All forms of energy, which in-
clude solar and wind, will all 
play a pivotal role. The energy 
revolution is moving forward. 
The energy workforce is needed 
more than ever as we strive for 
energy efficiency and environ-
mental preservation. Together we 
can create a strong energy future 
for America. Thank you to each 
worker in the American energy 
industry!

America needs America’s en-
ergy! Join our effort by visiting 
Facebook: National Energy Talk.

Mark A. Stansberry is Chairman 
of the GTD Group, an award -win-
ning author and energy advocate.

By MARK A. STANSBERRY

Rodger Tucker Named 2020 HBA Spirit Winner
In 1989, the Home Builders As-

sociation of Greater Tulsa began 
honoring builders who made the 
best use of HBA Associate mem-
ber companies to complete their 
homes. The Spirit Award is one of 
the HBA of Greater Tulsa’s most 
prestigious awards symbolizing 
the relationship between contrac-
tor and subcontractors, emphasiz-
ing how important this relationship 
is when constructing a home and 
using the most qualified craftsmen 
and suppliers.  

Each year, many worthy builder 
companies enter projects for award 
consideration which are analyzed 
by an accounting firm to determine 
the greatest percentage of work by 
HBA Associate members involved 
in project completion.

Rodger Tucker, CGP, owner of 
Cobblestone Homes, was select-
ed as this year’s Spirit Award re-
cipient in recognition of his new 
home construction which was also 
selected as the VIP location at 
the 2020 Greater Tulsa Parade of 
Homes.   

The home was built to appear 
much larger due to effective and 
efficient space planning which 
incorporated an open floorplan, 
high ceilings, enhanced lighting, 
and luxury amenities in every 
room.  Several rooms in the home 
were designed for multi-purpose 
use to accommodate the home-
owner’s individual needs and 
circumstances, and the outdoor 
living space is a sanctuary unto 
itself.  Rodger Tucker utilized 62 
HBA Associate members in the 
project’s completion demonstrat-
ing his commitment to the collab-
orative nature of the home build-
ing industry. 

Tucker has served as a HBA 
board of directors member for 
nearly a decade. He has actively 
been engaged as Home & Gar-
den Show committee member for 
almost 20 years and has been a 
participating builder in the Greater 
Tulsa Parade of Homes for more 
than 10 years.  Tucker’s commit-
ment to the residential construc-
tion industry is demonstrated 

by financial support of the Total 
Resource Campaign, the HBA’s 
largest sponsorship drive, and by 
generous contributions to the HBA 
Charitable Foundation, funding 
housing and workforce develop-
ment initiatives throughout the 
community.   

Since 1976, Tucker has special-
ized in quality, new home con-
struction.  Every home is built to 
stringent Energy Star standards 
that typically make them 50-
60% more efficient than standard 
homes. Personalized service is a 
priority to Cobblestone Homes. 
As company president, Tucker 
works directly with his custom-
ers throughout every stage of the 
building process – from concept 
planning to final completion. Cob-
blestone Homes may currently be 
found in Wind River Crossing, 
Berwick South, and Wood Hollow 
Estates subdivisions.

A Cobblestone Homes represen-
tative can be reached at 918-232-
1611 or cobblestonehomes@cox.
net.

Courtesy HBA

PRESTIGIOUS AWARD:  Rodger Tucker, left, owner of Cobblestone 
Homes, holds his HBA Spirit Award as he is congratulated by Mike 
Fournier, 2020 HBA president.

Homebuilder Recognized for New Home Construction

http://www.northpointwealth.com
http://www.cartridge-smart.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR classified ad, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

Autos WAnted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!All 
Makes/Models 2002-2019! Any Condi-
tion. Running or Not. Top$$$ Paid! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-985-1806

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We 
Are Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-
2330

Business opportunities

$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? 
Legal, Ethical, Exciting & Fun, No MLM 
Chains, Pyramids Etc Website Reveals 
All www.stressfreecashnow.comThen 
Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142 

CAreer trAining

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA 
approved hands on Aviation mechan-
ic training. Financial Aid for qualified 
students - Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
888-686-1704

Train online to do medical billing! Be-
come a Medical Office Professional at 
CTI! Get trained & certified to work in 
months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Computer & IT training program! Train 
to become Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional! Grants & scholarships for 
qualified applicants on certain programs. 
888-449-1713 (M-F 8-6 ET)
 

FinAnCiAl

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State 
in back taxes? Get tax relief now! We’ll 
fight for you! (800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% 
of Federal Student Loans. Call today 
to claim your benefits before Congress 
makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

HeAltH & Fitness 

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 
Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-889-
5515

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos Espanola

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. Covers 350procedures. 
Real insurance - not a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258 

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one 
FREE! High-quality rechargeable Nano 
hearing aids priced 90% less than com-
petitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money 
back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or 
Mesothelioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-
1980 at Work or Navy? You May Be En-
titled to a Significant Cash Award! Smok-
ing History Okay! Call 1-855-591-0517

HeAltH & Fitness

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us fight for you! Our 
network has recovered millions for cli-
ents! Call today for a FREE consultation! 
1-888-409-1261

MisCellAneous
 
Life Alert. One press of a button sends help 
fast, 24/7! At home & on the go. Mobile 
Pendant w/GPS. Free first aid kit with sub-
scription.  877-537-8817 free brochure.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. 
Call 877-929-9587

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for [350+] procedures. Real 
dental insurance -NOT just a discount 
plan. [Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-877-308-2834 www.den-
tal50plus.com/cadnet #6258 

Two great new offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e FREE. FREE iP-
hone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One. 
While supplies last! CALL1-866-565-
8452 or www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

!! OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. TOP DOLLARPAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Stay in your home longer with an Amer-
ican Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data 
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior &Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-402-0373

Cross country Moving, Long distance 
Moving Company, out of state move 
$799 Long Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long-distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/
month. Select All-Included DIRECTV - 
Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Select 
All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand. 
FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premi-
um movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! 
Call 1-855-781-1565 

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get 
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call 1-877-
378-1182 Monday through Friday 7AM-
5PM PST

Thinking about installing a new shower? 
American Standard makes it easy. Free 
design consult.1-888-674-3005 today to 
see how to save $1,000 on installation or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

MisCellAneous

Package. 155 Channels. 1000sof Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Premium movie chan-
nels, Freeform 3 mos.! Call 1-855-781-
1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels! Add High Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for $100 Gift 
Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some 
restrictions apply)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Con-
dition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. Nation-
wide Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-
864-5960.

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly in-
visible! 45-day money back guarantee! 
1-833-669-5806
 
Attention homeowners! You can protect 
your appliances & systems. For just a 
little more than a $1.00/day. Call now 
for 1st month free, $75.00 /off 1st year. 
1-855-514-1183
 
Boy Scout compensation fund - Any-
one inappropriately touched by a Scout 
leader deserves justice & compensation! 
Victims may be eligible for significant 
cash settlement. Time is limited. 833-
729-0164
 
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. 
Call 877-929-9587

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeaF-
ilter, most advanced debris-blocking pro-
tection. Schedule free estimate. 15% off 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-447-6780 Special 
financing for qualified customers.

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your home. 
Full installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-866-586-7248 
 
Protect your home w/home security 
monitored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/
mo. Get free equipment bundle including 
keypad, motion sensor, wireless door & 
windows sensors.1-833-719-1073
 
Moving out of state within 30-60 days? 
Moving APT offers price match guar-
antee & risk-free reservations. Carriers 
licensed & bonded. Free quote 1-877-
859-1908. Carriers are all licensed and 
bonded. Free quote! Call 1-877-859-
1908

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask 
how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc re-
strictions apply. 1-888-796-8850
 
Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 
Channels. Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

MisCellAneous

Dish TV $59.99 190 channels + $14.95 
high speed internet.   Free Install, smart 
HD DVR & voice remote. Restrictions 
apply. 1-833-872-2545.
 
New authors wanted! Page Publishing 
will help self-publish your book. free 
author submission kit! Limited offer! 
1-866-951-7214

Attention homeowners! You can protect 
your appliances & systems. For just a 
little more than a $1.00/day. Call now 
for 1st month free, $75.00 /off 1st year. 
1-855-514-1183

Wesley Financial Group, LLC timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt & fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free info package & learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free consult. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 1-844-909-3339

Thinking about installing a new shower? 
American Standard makes it easy. FREE 
design consultation. Enjoy your shower 
again! Call 1-855-337-8855 today to see 
how you can save $1,000 on installation, 
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/cadnet

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery 
storage system.Save money, reduce reli-
ance on grid, prepare for outages & pow-
er your home. Full installation services. 
$0 down financing option. Request free 
no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

HughesNet Satellite Internet Đ Finally, 
no hard data limits! Call Today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! $75 
gift card, terms apply. 1-844-863-4478

Boy Scout compensation fund - Any-
one inappropriately touched by a Scout 
leader deserves justice & compensation! 
Victims may be eligible for significant 
cash settlement. Time is limited. 1-833-
729-0164

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2002 and Newer.  Nationwide 
Free Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

Protect your home w/home security 
monitored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/
mo. Get free equipment bundle including 
keypad, motion sensor, wireless door & 
windows sensors. 1-833-719-1073

DIRECTTV- - Every live football game, 
every Sunday - anywhere - on your favor-
ite device. Restrictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-855-781-1565

ATTENTION MERCHANTS:  Pay Zero 
Percent Processing Fees!  Eliminate 
Monthly Merchant Processing Fees With 
Cash Discount!  Boost Your Revenue!  
Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Viagra – Premium Generic Via-
gra(100mg) or Cialis (20mg) 100 Tablets 
for $99 Asthma Inhalers as low as $13 
per inhaler FREE SHIPPING Satisfac-
tion Guaranteed. (888)424-4908 or Visit: 
www. USAStayHealthy.com

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIB-
SON, FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly in-
visible! 45-day money back guarantee! 
833-669-5806

WAnted to Buy 

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong 
to has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the val-
ue of their service or product is advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do 
not offer employment but rather supply the readers with 
manuals, directories and other materials designed to help 
their clients establish mail order selling and other business-
es at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any 
money in advance or give the client your checking, license 
ID, or credit card numbers. Also  beware of ads that claim to 
guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only over the phone it is ille-
gal to request any money before delivering its service. All 
funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may 
not reach Canada. 

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TVEARS  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Call 1-918-927-3823

Put on your TV•Ears®

and hear TV with unmatched clarity

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95

NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST
  |  2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

  1-855-496-9612
dental50plus.com/grtrtulsa

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

http://www.dental50plus/gtrtulsa
http://www.anagotulsa.com
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTESRodrigo Rojas Named 
Mayor Bynum’s Office
Deputy Chief of Staff
Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum has 

named Rodrigo Rojas as his 
Deputy Chief of Staff effective 
Jan. 19. Rojas will serve in May-
or Bynum’s cabinet with a focus 
on community development and 
engagement.

Rojas most recently served 
as the Director of Communi-
ty Relations at Gathering Place 
where he provided leadership 
and coordination for their com-
munity-based strategies, com-
munications, partnerships and 
engagement efforts.

“Rodrigo has done so much for 
the Tulsa community and is well 
respected among his peers. I am 
incredibly grateful he has chosen 
to join our team and lead com-
munity development projects in 
underserved communities, con-
tinue the work of our New Tul-
sans strategy and develop part-
nerships to better serve Tulsans,” 
Mayor Bynum said.

Rojas has 10 years of expe-
rience in community relations, 
public relations and marketing 
and has served in leadership 
roles such as Director of Devel-
opment and Communications at 
Teach For America and Direc-
tor of Operations at La Semana, 
Oklahoma’s Spanish-English 
Newspaper. He is also the found-
er of Festival Americas, a free 
multicultural festival that cele-
brates Tulsa’s Hispanic commu-
nity and inspires the next gener-
ation of leaders through college 
scholarships.

Rojas has a passion for commu-
nity service and developing part-
nerships to help build thriving 
communities while celebrating 
diverse cultures. He said he is 
excited to bring that passion for 
service to City Hall.

“I am extremely honored to join 
Mayor Bynum’s team and serve 
the people of Tulsa,” Rojas said. 
“I am eager to work alongside a 
dynamic team that strives to cre-
ate opportunity and growth for all 
Tulsans and its communities.”

Rojas was born in Argentina 
and raised in Tulsa. He holds a 
Bachelor of Science from the 
University of Arkansas in Mar-
keting Management and current-
ly serves as a trustee for South 
Tulsa Community House and as 
the Vice President for the His-
panic American Foundation. Ro-
jas, his wife and twin boys are all 
proud to call Tulsa home.

Housing Solu-
tions, the lead 
agency for Tul-
sa’s Continuum of 
Care which focus-
es on housing and 
homelessness, has 
announced Becky 
Gligo as Execu-
tive Director of 
the organization. Gligo has served 
as interim Executive Director 
since February of 2020. 

“When Becky came to Tulsa in 
2018 she brought years of experi-
ence and success in housing pol-
icy and homelessness prevention 
to our community,” said A Way 
Home for Tulsa (AWH4T) Lead-
ership Council Chair, Jeff Hall, 
“She’s the perfect person to lead 
our A Way Home for Tulsa stra-
tegic plan at the helm of our lead 
organization, Housing Solutions.”

Gligo spent the past 18 months 
as the City of Tulsa’s first housing 
policy director; while there she 
has worked with a diverse adviso-
ry board to develop the City-wide 
Affordable Housing Strategy that 
will guide the city’s housing work 
for the next four years, established 
the city’s first Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund and launched Build 
Tulsa and other inclusive develop-
ment initiatives.

“I am incredibly grateful for the 
opportunity to serve on Mayor 
Bynum’s team,” said Gligo. “I am 
proud of the Affordable Housing 
Strategy and am excited for the 
ongoing impact it will have on 
Tulsa. Going forward, I will be fo-
cusing on homelessness and evic-
tion prevention as the executive 
director of Housing Solutions. The 
solution to homelessness is hous-
ing and the ongoing collaboration 
between the City of Tulsa and 
Housing Solutions will allow us 
to achieve the goals of the A Way 
Home for Tulsa strategic plan to 
make homelessness rare, brief and 
non-recurring.”

In February of 2020, year 
AWH4T completed strategic plan-
ning and a governance restructure. 
As a result, Gligo was selected as 
the interim executive director of 
Housing Solutions, the newly in-
corporated lead organization. The 
board of directors intended to con-
duct a national search for the new 
director but voted to hire Gligo 
full time during a board meeting in 
November.

“We want the best person for this 
crucial role,” said Becky Frank, 
chair of the Housing Solutions 
Board. “As we began the process 
for the national search, we realized 
the perfect person was right under 
our noses. We’re glad that Becky 
will be bringing her skills and 
strategy to our team full time.”

Housing Solutions is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to building 
systems that make homelessness 
rare, brief and non-recurring. It 
is the lead agency for the Tulsa 
County HUD funded Continuum 
of Care (CoC) and as such, over-
sees and leads the implementation 
of Tulsa’s housing and homeless-
ness strategic plan. 

Hall Estill, 
Oklahoma’s lead-
ing law firm, an-
nounces that Isaac 
B. Helmerich has 
been elected a 
Shareholder in the 
Tulsa office and 
Jared R. Ford 
has been elected a 
Shareholder in the 
Oklahoma City 
office.

“The selection 
and appointment 
of shareholders 
within Hall Estill 
is met with great 
a n t i c i p a t i o n , ” 
said Mike Cooke, 
managing partner. “Isaac and Jar-
ed have earned this status through 
their commitment and care for our 
clients and their embodiment of 
our core values.”

 Helmerich joined Hall Estill in 
2018 and represents clients in the 
areas of business and corporate 
law, estate planning, commercial 
transactions, complex commercial 
litigation and insurance company 
liquidations. He began his career 
at the Oklahoma Department of 
Commerce before moving to the 
private sector.

 Helmerich earned his J.D. from 
the University of Oklahoma Col-
lege of Law and has been named 
a Best Lawyers: One to Watch for 
Corporate Law. He is active in the 
Tulsa community and currently 
serves on the board of directors 
for the Tulsa Region of Junior 
Achievement of Oklahoma.

Ford joined Hall Estill in 2017 
and represents clients in the ar-
eas of commercial real estate, 
working capital, asset-based and 
acquisition financing, complex 
business transactions, and gener-
al real property law with a par-
ticular emphasis on the energy 
sector.  

Ford earned his J.D. from the 
University of Oklahoma College 
of Law. He is a member of the 
Oklahoma, Texas and New Mexi-
co Bar Associations and is an ac-
tive participant in the Oklahoma 
City chapters of the Urban Land 
Institute and Commercial Real Es-
tate Council.

Hall Estill is a full-service busi-
ness law firm with locations in 
Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Denver 
and NW Arkansas. Hall Estill at-
torneys represent clients in 70 
Practice Areas. More than 150 top 
lawyers and legal professionals 
represent clients in matters at the 
local, national and international 
level. For more information, visit 
hallestill.com

The Red Cross 
Northeast Okla-
homa Board 
Chapter an-
nounces the ap-
pointment of 
Tralynna Sher-
rill Scott to its 
board of directors. 

“Now more than 
ever, the necessity for organiza-
tions that are ready and willing to 
help others in times of need is evi-
dent,” said Scott. “No organization 
does this better than the Red Cross. 
Whether it be a natural disaster or 
a global pandemic, the Red Cross 
is always there to help prevent and 
relieve suffering around the world. 
I am excited to join this talented 
team of volunteers and employees 
in hopes that I too can provide as-
sistance during a time when we all 
need a helping hand.”

Scott was nominated to serve in 
the cabinet-level position of Cher-
okee Nation Treasurer by Principal 
Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. and was 
unanimously confirmed by the 
Council of the Cherokee Nation 
in 2019.  In this role, she oversees 
Cherokee Nation’s $1.5 billion an-
nual budget as well as a financial 
resources staff of more than 100 
employees. 

Prior to government service, 
Scott served Cherokee Nation 
Businesses for more than 14 
years, most recently as director 
of corporate tax, where she was 
responsible for all aspects of cor-
porate taxation within CNB and its 
48 subsidiaries, which generates 
more than $1.4 billion in revenue 
and conducts business in all 50 
U.S. states and 26 countries. 

At CNB, Scott held various po-
sitions including investment ana-
lyst, where she evaluated and pre-
sented growth and diversification 
opportunities. She also served as 
in-house council focused on cor-
porate and tribal taxation, employ-
ment law, tribal gaming protec-
tions and compliance issues.

While working full-time with 
CNB, Scott jointly earned her Ju-
ris Doctor and a master’s degree 
in taxation from the University of 
Tulsa. Prior to her work at Cher-
okee Nation, she graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in account-
ing from the University of Notre 
Dame. In her free time, Scott en-
joys spending time with her two 
daughters and husband. 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
918-900-0851

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.  

RODRIGO ROJAS

GLIGO HELMERICH SCOTT

FORD

http://www.partyserve.com
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Seven hundred Tulsa families 
had a happier holiday thanks to 
HollyFrontier Tulsa. The refinery 
spread holiday cheer by donating 
$15,000 to Iron Gate. The gift pro-
vided enough groceries to feed 700 
Tulsa families, which was 50% of 
Iron Gate’s food pantry budget for 
December.

“This is one of those calls you 
never expect to get, but you’re so 
thrilled when you do,” said Iron 
Gate’s Executive Director Car-
rie Vesely Henderson. “I was just 
tallying the bills for our grocery 
program, when I got this call from 
HollyFrontier Tulsa. I mean it was 
right on time.”

In addition, the Tulsa refinery 
employees put together 2,500 
kid-friendly packs filled with 
healthy snacks for Iron Gate’s 
youngest guests. The agency gave 
one to every child who took part in 
the daily community meal, and ev-
ery parent who visited the grocery 
pantry received one for each child 
in their home. Iron Gate distribut-
ed nearly 12,000 kids packs this 
past season. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
been especially hard on our most 
vulnerable families and that is why 
we partnered with Iron Gate,” said 
Skipp Kistler, vice president and 
refinery manager, HollyFrontier 
Tulsa. “We wanted to bring a ray 
of hope to people in need this hol-
iday season, beyond our regular 
contributions to local causes. This 
year, we dug deeper. Along with 
our employees, we decided to do-
nate the funds we had set aside for 
our holiday activities.”

Hunger Doesn’t Take a Break 
Since the pandemic struck, de-

mand for food assistance has 

grown exponentially. As Tulsa’s 
largest stand-alone soup kitchen 
and grocery pantry, Iron Gate is 
providing grocery assistance for 
90% more households than last 
year.

“We continue to see the line for 
groceries stretch down the block,” 
Henderson said. “I check-in every 
family that comes to us for grocer-
ies and every week there are new 
faces.” 

As demand has increased, so 
have costs. Iron Gate is purchas-
ing more food to make sure every 
household has the basics covered. 
Additionally, Iron Gate has tem-
porarily suspended its volunteer 
program to prioritize the health 
and safety of everyone involved, 
cutting its workforce in half. That 
means the organization is buying 
more food to serve more people, 
with less staff who are working 
more hours.

“Iron Gate really prides itself on 
the fact that we have served every 
day of this pandemic without in-
terruption,” Henderson continued. 
“But that’s only possible because 
of the generosity of our supporters 
and corporate friends, like Holly-
Frontier.”

About Iron Gate
Iron Gate is Tulsa’s largest 

stand-alone soup kitchen and gro-
cery pantry. Iron Gate has served 
throughout the Coronavirus pan-
demic without interruption. 

The organization pivoted to a 
carry-out meal every morning 
from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., and 
hosts a drive-through, low-contact 
grocery pantry three times a week.

Iron Gate has served 251,667 
meals, provided emergency gro-
ceries to 16,015 Tulsa households, 

and distributed 480,450 pounds of 
groceries so far this year. 

Iron Gate is providing grocer-
ies to 90% more families than 
this time last year. Iron Gate was 
founded in 1978 and became an 
independent 501c3 nonprofit in 
1984. It moved into its new build-
ing on Archer in late August of 
2019. The new six-million-dollar 
facility features an expanded din-
ing room, covered patio, and a 
dedicated grocery pantry.

About HollyFrontier
HollyFrontier Corp., headquar-

tered in Dallas, Texas, is an in-
dependent petroleum refiner and 
marketer that produces high value 
light products such as gasoline, 
diesel fuel, jet fuel and other spe-
cialty products. 

HollyFrontier owns and operates 
refineries in Kansas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico and Utah and mar-
kets its refined products princi-
pally in the Southwest U.S., the 
Rocky Mountains extending into 
the Pacific Northwest and in other 
neighboring Plains states. In addi-
tion, HollyFrontier produces base 
oils and other specialized lubri-
cants in the U.S., Canada and the 
Netherlands, and exports products 
to more than 80 countries. 
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Field or European Hunt
Private or Corporate

T Diamond Hunts
Pheasant • Quail • Chucker

918-244-0958 • 918-467-4177

B.A. EDC Launches Career & Workforce Center 
The Broken Arrow Econom-

ic Development Corporation 
(BAEDC) has launched a new pro-
gram designed to provide physical 
and virtual space for connecting 
businesses and talent in Broken 
Arrow.  

The BA Career & Workforce 
Center, located at the Broken 
Arrow Chamber of Commerce, 
provides local workforce intake, 
assessment and career counsel-
ing and referrals to support local 
citizens and displaced workers 
searching for jobs.  

Funded by the City of Broken 
Arrow and Tulsa County CARES, 
the center has created a shared 
workspace to host various educa-
tion and workforce-related orga-

nizations. Each partner organiza-
tion provides quality services to 
connect participants with career 
opportunities and advancement. 
To serve as a one-stop-shop, it is 
equipped with a lab space where 
job-seekers can access supervised 
computer and video equipment to 
assist with:  
• Job Search  
• Remote Career Counseling  
• Soft Skill Training  
• Browse Open Positions  
• Career Assessment  
• Referral for Training and Up-

skilling  

“This was an opportunity for 
our city to join forces with Tulsa 

County to address the workforce 
needs of our businesses and also 
help our citizens find the employ-
ment they need to sustain their 
families.” said City Manager, Mi-
chael Spurgeon.  

“We are thrilled to put these 
dollars to work for Tulsa County 
businesses,” said Tulsa County 
Commissioner Stan Sallee. “The 
economic health of Tulsa County 
is vital for recovery and putting 
people to work in quality jobs is 
imperative.”  

“We look forward to provid-
ing our employers with the talent 
they need to address this changing 
economy,” said President and CEO 
of the Broken Arrow Chamber of 
commernce Jennifer Conway. 

Courtesy photo

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION:  Broken Arrow Chamber of 
Commerce President and CEO Jennifer Conway holds the Work in BA 
Certificate of Appreciation with Tulsa County Commissioner Stan Sallee.

HollyFrontier Kicked Off Giving Season with Iron Gate 

GTR Media Group photo

BENEVOLENT PRESENTATION:  HollyFrontier Tulsa’s Vice President Skipp Kistler, right, presents the 
$15,000 check to Iron Gate  Executive Director Carrie Vesely Henderson

GTR Media Group photo

COFFEE BUNKER DONATIONS:  Tulsa’s Coffee Bunker is try-
ing to outfit veterans who will be on the street this winter because 
the shelters have limited capacity.  In December Humana Health 
was at the Bunker delivering 50 sleeping bags, 25 tents, and other 
winter gear.  In January veterans were invited to come to the Bunker 
and receive the items.  Located at 6365 E. 41st St., the 3,500 square 
foot facility is set up for veterans and their families to get togeth-
er, use computers, access Wi-Fi, enjoy games and group activities, 
watch TV or movies and just get together.

http://www.guaranteedtulsa.com
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.
When you start a relationship with Central 

Bank, you’ll immediately have access to 

a community bank with comprehensive 

offerings, cutting-edge technology, and 

leading-edge banking solutions. We have  

all the tools you need to move, manage,  

and maximize your money with ease.  

Discover what’s possible with Central Bank.  

We do banking better.

centralbank.net
Member FDIC

CENTRAL BANK OF OKLAHOMA CALENDAR • JAN. 17 – FEB. 20, 2021

Sundance Film Festival Comes to Tulsa’s Circle Cinema Jan. 28 – Feb. 3
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Ask About Fraud ID 
Protection

Free Small Business Checking

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

18

New Name. Same Bank.

More Bank for Your Buck

1

15

February

We Offer Health 
Savings Accounts

Golden Hurricane vs.
Memphis • 2 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
South Florida • 8 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Golden Hurricane vs.
SMU • 2 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

Tulsa oilers
vs. Kansas City
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa oilers
vs. Allen
BOK Center • 4:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa oilers
vs. Kansas City
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa oilers
vs. Indy
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa oilers
vs. Indy
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.

Tulsa oilers
vs. Indy
BOK Center • 7:05 p.m.  
Visit tulsaoilers.com for more 
information.Tulsa virTual Game 

niGHT: Trivia, cHa-
rades, and drawinG over 
video
Williams Green – Online Event 
7  p.m.
Visit letsroam.com for more 
information.

Briana wriGHT & 
Friends: a limiTed en-
GaGemenT residency
Mercury Lounge 
8  p.m.
Visitmercurylounge918.com  
for more information.

Jake sTrinGer wiTH 
melissa HemBree
Mercury Lounge 
8  p.m.
Visitmercurylounge918.com  
for more information.

THe BoBBy lees wiTH 
raT Boyz
Mercury Lounge 
8  p.m.
Visitmercurylounge918.com  
for more information.

an eveninG wiTH HosTy
Mercury Lounge 
7  p.m.
Visitmercurylounge918.com  
for more information.

an eveninG wiTH JosH 
morninGsTar
Mercury Lounge 
7:30 p.m.
Visitmercurylounge918.com  
for more information.

ausTin meade deJa vu 
winTer Tour
Mercury Lounge 
8:30 p.m.
Visitmercurylounge918.com  
for more information.

Giovannie yanez 
(Giovannie & THe Hired 
Guns) & dylan wHeel-
er acousTic sonG swap 
w/ GuesT Holly BeTH
Mercury Lounge 
8  p.m.
Visit mercurylounge918.com 
for more information.

open mic w/ 
andrew live
The Shrine 
8 p.m.

Visit tulsashrine.com 
for more information.

doG play wednesday
The Gathering Place
All Day
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

Green counTry Home & 
Garden sHow
Expo Square
Jan. 29 – 31
Visit exposquare.com for more 
information.

G.r.o.w. second  
saTurday
The Gathering Place – Virtual
9:30 a.m.
Visit gatheringplace.org for 
more information.

arT sTarT
The Gathering Place 
– Virtual
9:30 a.m.
Visit gathering-
place.org for more 

information.

ell conversaTion 
circles
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
1 – 2:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.
dolores JoHnson 
Magic City Books(Virtual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com for 
more information.

andromeda romano-lax 
Magic City Books(Virtual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com for 
more information.

JenniFer TauB  
Magic City Books(Virtual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com for 
more information.

madeleine Henry   
Magic City Books(Virtual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com for 
more information.

Brad lyons & 
Bruce BarkHauer 
Magic City Books(Vir-
tual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com for 
more information.

Jordan BlasHek and 
cHrisTopHer HauGH 
Magic City Books(Virtual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com for 
more information.

Tim wise  
Magic City Books(Virtual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit magiccitybooks.com for 
more information.

winTer liBrary BinGo
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

diy maGneTic poeTry: 
To-Go craFT kiT For 
Teens
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Take-Home craFT: val-
enTine’s day craFT
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Brookside Book dis-
cussion
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

BeTween THe paGes
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

“Black wall sTreeT 
100” – live inTerview 
wiTH auTHor Hanni-
Bal B. JoHnson

Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Travels wiTH Tulsans: 
a wHirlwind Tour oF 
norTHern europe
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 

information.

Travels wiTH Tul-
sans-Travels THrouGH 
THe indocHina penin-
sula
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.
wHaT To read nexT
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
2 – 3 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

paws For 
readinG: 
online - 
Glenpool 
liBrary
Glenpool Library 
(Virtual) 
4 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

TecH Talk: 3d 
modelinG For 
BeGinners
Tulsa Library 
(Virtual) 

12 – 1 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more information.
Fandom Friday 
Trivia: rom-com 
ediTion
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6:30 – 8 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

sci-Fi & FanTasy 
Book cluB – 
“leGondBorn” 
By Tracy deonn

Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org 
for more information.

Jenks liBrary Book 
cluB - “dear mrs. 
Bird” By a.J. pearce
Jenks Library (Virtual) 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

inTroducTion To propos-
al wriTinG
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
2 – 3:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.
Tulsa FisHinG & HunT-
inG expo 2021
Expo Square 
Feb. 12 – 14
Visit exposquare.com for info.

Tulsa BoaT, sporT & 
Travel sHow
Expo Square 
Feb. 5 – 7
Visit ex-
posquare.
com for 
more infor-
mation.

Take-Home craFT: 
Black HisTory monTH
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

FeBruary s.T.e.a.m. 
kiT For kids: painT 
your passions!
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
All Day
Visit 
tulsali-
brary.org 
for more 
information.

cover To cover Book 
cluB 
Broken Arrow Library (Virtual) 
6:30 – 7:15
Visit tulsali-
brary.org 
for more 
informa-
tion.

yoGa For every 
Body
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 

more information. Travels wiTH 
Tulsans: Ja-
pan To Jerusa-
lem - around 
THe world By 
mounTain Bike
Tulsa Library 
(Virtual) 
12:10 – 12:50 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Teen Book cHaT
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Books To Treasure
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
7 – 8 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more 
information.

Take-Home craFT: na-
Tional HoBBy monTH
Tulsa Library (Virtual) 
All Day
Visit tulsalibrary.org for 
more information.

crazy crayons: Free 
kiT pickup
Gillcrease Museum 
11 a.m. –4 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for info

Jason eady
The Shrine 
7 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

kolBy cooper
Cain’s Ballroom 
8:15 p.m. • Jan. 23
Visit cainsballroom.com for 
more information.

JosH ward
Cain’s Ballroom 
8:15 p.m. 
Visit cainsball-

room.com for more 
information.

2021 sundance Film 
FesTival: coda, 
sTrawBerry mansion
Circle Cinema 
7 & 8:50 p.m.
Visit circlecinema.com 

for more information.

2021 sundance Film 
FesTival: prime Time, 
liFe in a day 2020
Circle Cinema 
3 & 6 p.m.
Visit circlecinema.com for more 
information.

2021 sundance Film 
FesTival: aT THe ready, 
niGHT oF THe kinGs
Circle Cinema 
6 & 7:40 p.m.
Visit circlecinema.com for more 
information.

THe down Times
The Shrine 
8 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for info.

66 kix Tour TiTle oF 
concerT GuTiar Heroes
The Shrine 
3 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

sTellar ascenT
The Shrine 
8 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

indiGenous
The Shrine 
8 p.m.

Visit tulsashrine.
com for info more 

information.

paul wall, mike Jones, 
and Hardnox
The Shrine 
8 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

love For JoHn
The Shrine 
8 p.m.
Visit tulsashrine.com for more 
information.

paul BenJaman’s sunday 
niTe THinG
The Colony 
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com.com for 
more information.

cHris comBs Trio 
The Colony 
8 p.m.
Visit colonytulsa.com.com 
for more infor-
mation.

19
Golden Hurricane vs.
Temple • 2 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
tulsahurricane.com for tickets.

http://www.centralbank.net
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Broken Arrow Public Schools Educators to 
Receive COVID-19 Vaccine on Higher Priority

Educators from across the state, 
including Broken Arrow Public 
Schools, have been moved up in 
prioritization in the national vac-
cine rollout in order to better com-
bat the COVID-19 virus.  

All Pre-K-12 teachers and support 
staff now fall into Level Two of the 
distribution plan. 

“We know our kids are strug-
gling without being able to attend 
school in person,” said Gov. Kevin 
Stitt. “Our teachers are so import-
ant to our children and to our state, 

I know they battled through many 
challenges this year to change how 
they teach to try and make sure 
their students don’t fall through the 
cracks. That’s why I’m so proud to 
work with Commissioner Frye and 
the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health to prioritize our educators 
for the COVID-19 vaccine and help 
get our kids back in the classroom.” 

Increased vaccination priority for 
teachers coupled with the recent 
decision by the Centers for Disease 
Control to reduce quarantines to 10 

or seven days under certain circum-
stances should give schools multi-
ple tools to fight COVID-19 in the 
spring semester. 

“In a semester where everyone 
was forced to shift paradigms and 
pivot at a moment’s notice, our 
teachers have shown how much 
perseverance they possess and how 
much sacrifice they can make to 
keep our students learning in per-
son,” said Dr. Janet Vinson, super-
intendent of Broken Arrow Public 
Schools.  

“They’ve gone above and beyond 
and stayed the course this school 
year, modifying lesson plans and 
straddling the line between distance 
and in-person learning—all while 
maintaining passion and a love for 
students. We continue to give the 
utmost praise and thanks to our 
teachers for staying the course, and 
this opportunity for them to choose 
to be immunized more quickly is a 
light at the end of the tunnel.  

“Our Board of Education has 
been instrumental in supporting 

our educators through this chal-
lenging semester—something we 
are so grateful for as a district. We 
also cannot express our gratitude 
enough to Gov. Stitt for making 
our educators a high priority in a 
long-fought battle during this pan-
demic.” 

In addition to moving teachers 
up in priority for the vaccine, the 
state health department continues 
to offer schools access to testing 
to provide frequent monitoring for 
COVID-19.

Broken Arrow Names Norman Stephens 
Assistant City Manager of Administration

Norman Stephens, the city’s 
current economic develop-
ment manager and retired depu-
ty chief of police,  has been pro-
moted by City Manager Michael 
Spurgeon to the position of as-
sistant city manager of adminis-
tration. In his new role, Stephens 
will oversee the administrative di-
vision of the organization, which 
includes the Finance, Main-
tenance Services, Human Re-
sources, City Clerk, Information 
Technology and Economic De-
velopment departments.  

“I look forward to this wonderful 
opportunity” Stephens said. “Serv-
ing the citizens of Broken Arrow 
has been my passion for the last 37 
years.” 

Stephens’ career with the city be-
gan in 1984, working in the Police 
Department. After 27 years with 
the agency, Stephens retired as 
deputy chief of police and began 

working as economic development 
manager for the city in 2011.  

Stephens holds Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees from Northeast-
ern State University. He also is a 
graduate of the 171st Class of the 
FBI National Academy in Quanti-
co, Va.  

As economic development 
manager, Stephens is responsi-
ble for numerous projects that 
have brought millions of dollars 
to Broken Arrow. This includes 
planning and implementation of 
the award-winning Rose District, 
bringing the Warren Theater to 
the Shoppes at Aspen Creek and 
continued involvement in the re-
development effort of New Orle-
ans Square. Stephens has recruited 
and negotiated economic develop-
ment agreements for retail, restau-
rants, and multifamily housing that 
increased growth in the Rose Dis-
trict by $40 million. 

“Norm is an experienced ser-
vant-leader with extremely valu-
able organizational knowledge 
and someone who is well respect-
ed within the community,” said 
Spurgeon. “The relationships and 
respect he has built over his ca-
reer will serve our citizens, busi-
nesses, and the administration divi-
sion of the organization very well.” 

Stephens’ appointment as assis-
tant city manager of administra-
tion is effective Feb. 1. He replaces 
long-time employee Russell Gale, 
who announced his retirement in 
late 2020.  

“Norm is a terrific public servant 
and will continue to be highly-re-
garded within Broken Arrow in this 
new position,” said Mayor Craig 
Thurmond. “I’ve never had anything 
but the highest respect for Norm, 
from his time with the Police De-
partment and his role in economic 
development. On behalf of the City 

Council, we look forward to work-
ing with him in a new capacity.” 

“Filling the shoes of someone like 
Russell Gale is a tremendous task,” 
Spurgeon said. “Russell has been 
with the organization for over 40 
years and is well-respected with-

in the community and will surely be 
missed.  However, I have no doubt 
that Norm is ready to go and will do 
an outstanding job in his new role.” 

The city will begin recruiting for 
an economic development manag-
er immediately.  

Courtesy photo

IN SERVICE:  Norman Stephens has served Broken Arrow for more 
than three decades. 

http://www.henrymigliore.com



