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Spinning into 2021. Claire Crist, 6, and Sasha Berquist, 5, took a ride on 
January 13 with a ready supply of snowballs and a boost from parents Jim Crist and 
Laura Berquist at the Wabun Park playground in Minneapolis. The Crists hail from 
Highland Park and the Berquists from Macalester-Groveland.  PHoTo By Brad STauffer
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Teachers rally against 
school reopening plan
District officials defend safety of 
Feb. 1 return to in-person learning

By Casey ek

Less than two weeks before the Saint Paul Public Schools’ 
return to in-person learning, school district educators 
continue to voice their dissatisfaction with the reopen-

ing plan. Seated in cars, teachers and staff rallied in opposi-
tion on January 12 in a parking lot outside the school district’s 
headquarters at 360 Colborne St. 

The educators listened from their vehicles as speakers, in-
cluding Minnesota Nurses Association president Mary Turner, 
criticized the district’s reopening plan as being incomplete 
and unsafe given the risk of exposure to the coronavirus. Rally 
speakers and protest signs demanded that educators be vacci-
nated against the coronavirus prior to the return to in-person 
learning. 

The school district’s plan is to have students in grades PreK-2 
and special education students back in the classroom full-time 
beginning February 1. Students in grades 3-5 would return to 

By Chas Jensen

When Jim Accurso moved to Highland 
Park 10 years ago, one of the first things 
he did was search for a skating rink 

where he could play outdoor hockey once winter 
set in. “I asked around for recommendations,” he 
said. “The response was unanimous: You want to 
go to the rinks at Groveland.” 

That winter Accurso headed to Groveland to 
see for himself. He found what he was looking for, 
and he has taken part in pickup hockey games just 
about every Saturday morning in winter since. On 
one of those mornings, Accurso spotted a flyer on 
the warming house wall asking for volunteers to 
help maintain the rinks. He contacted the rink 
flooding coordinator and signed up.

Groveland, 2021 Saint Clair Ave., is one of seven 
recreation centers in Saint Paul that are operating 
outdoor ice rinks this winter. Other local ones are at 
Edgcumbe, 320 S. Griggs St.; Desnoyer, 525 Pelham 
Blvd.; and Palace, 781 Palace Ave.

All of the rinks rely on volunteers who are willing 
to give up the warmth and comfort of their homes 

on a winter evening to help prepare the ice for the 
following day. With two hockey rinks, two other 
skating rinks and a sixth-of-a-mile oval that circles 
the four rinks, Groveland’s ice is a cut above the rest, 
although that has not always been the case.

Groveland’s playground has alternated for years 
between youth baseball in the summer and ice 
skating in the winter, but interest in skating there 
declined in the 1980s and ’90s. Boards were still 
erected for hockey and the rinks were regularly 

flooded, but the task of clearing the snow 
from the ice was left to the users and the 
main rink was notorious for pits and 
patches of dirt and dead grass.

Then about 23 years ago, former 
Groveland rec director Eric Stokes and 
some friends from the neighborhood en-
listed the help of the Groveland Booster 
Club and Parks and Rec staff in returning 
Groveland to the prime outdoor skating 
experience of old. The city purchased an 
ice sweeper for the rec center. A new shed 
was built adjacent to the warming house 
with donated materials and volunteer 
labor, and it was used to store the used 
Zamboni ice resurfacer that was pur-
chased in 2004 and refurbished through 
donations to the booster club.

With volunteer labor and the assis-
tance of local businesses, radius corners for the 
Zamboni were designed, fabricated and installed 
on the hockey rinks. Screens were added above the 
hockey boards so that flying pucks didn’t pose a 
threat to skaters on the adjacent rinks.

Groveland has a core group now of six to eight 
volunteers who work on improving the rinks. The 

Groveland’s outdoor ice rinks are a cut above the rest
Volunteers create a paradise 
for skaters and pucksters alike

Groveland Ice rinks volunteers J.B. Stender, Jim accurso and erik 
duffy turned out on a recent evening to resurface the ice with the 
recreation center’s refurbished Zamboni.  PHoTo By CHaS JenSen
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in-person learning beginning February 16.
Superintendent Joe Gothard has said he 

will pressure public health officials to give 
teachers and educational support staff higher 
priority for receiving the coronavirus vaccine, 
but as of January 13 the district had not heard 
if that could happen, according to its spokes-
person Kevin Burns. 

“We cannot wait for all teachers to be vacci-
nated before opening,” the district announced 
in a statement. “Our students cannot wait.” 
Even without a vaccine, the statement added, 
Governor Tim Walz’s administration has said 
it was safe for elementary schools to reopen as 
of January 18.

Citing an October report from the World 
Health Organization that showed that the in-
cidence of coronavirus transmission among 
elementary-age children is low, district of-
ficials are confident about the safety of in-
person learning. “Real-world experiences 
from other school districts in Minnesota and 
around the country show that schools being 
open does not equate to higher rates of com-
munity spread,” the school district stated.

A district report indicated that the aca-
demic performance of elementary students 
in distance learning during the first quarter 
of the school year was satisfactory. However, 
the performance of middle school and high 
school students suffered with about half of 
high school students failing at least one of 
their classes. 

“Distance learning has not been optimal 
for many of our students,” the district stated. 

“We cannot simply hope that students will 
improve in the current learning model. We 
must act. We must use the best information 
we have to open our schools. The disparities 
in our children’s education are too large to ig-
nore and too consequential to continue in a 
manner that serves some and not all.”

The state of Minnesota’s Safe Learning Plan 
offers a host of guidelines for schools return-
ing to in-person learning. They include CO-
VID-19 testing every other week for all staff 
(tests kits are provided by the state), the wear-
ing of face masks or face shields, and main-
taining three feet or more of social distancing. 
The plan also recommends daily education 
about hygienic practices, frequent cleaning of 
high-touch surfaces, a limit on nonessential 
visitors and gatherings, and close monitoring 

for symptoms of the illness. 
According to its website, the Saint Paul Pub-

lic Schools will be following all of the recom-
mendations in the Minnesota Safe Learning 
Plan. A video presentation on the website de-
scribes the other safety measures that will be 
taken in district buildings.

The schools have posted informational 
signs about COVID safety throughout their 
buildings. They have installed plexiglass in 
main offices. Each school will have a COVID 
isolation room for any students who are ex-
hibiting symptoms. The schools also have im-
proved air filtration systems.

The school district has acquired thousands 
of MERV 11 air filters for its buildings. How-
ever, the federal Environmental Protection 
Agency recommends a MERV rating of 13 or 

higher to more effectively trap particles as 
small as the coronavirus. 

Although the standards of Minnesota’s Safe 
Learning Plan are universal, their implemen-
tation is likely to vary depending on student 
population, space limitations and architec-
ture, according to one speaker at the January 
12 rally. Saint Paul Federation of Educators 
(SPFE) president Nick Faber is concerned 
about the schools’ ability to maintain social 
distancing between students. “The district 
has told us flat out that they can’t guarantee 
kids will stay three feet from each other,” he 
said.

SPFE representatives and district adminis-
trators were scheduled to continue their dis-
cussions of COVID safety measures on Janu-
ary 13. Of the roughly 17,800 students enrolled 
in the district’s elementary schools, about 
6,600 or 37 percent have opted to continue 
learning from home during the spring semes-
ter via their laptop or desktop computers, ac-
cording to district data. 

Jose Castillo, a single father of three dis-
trict students, has chosen to keep his two el-
ementary school children learning from home 
for the time being. “There are too many un-
knowns,” he said.

Castillo thinks the safety measures the 
school district has put in place, while they 
may reduce the risk of transmission, may be 
detrimental to students in the long run. He 
saw a presentation on the safety measures at 
Adams Elementary. “It was shocking” he said. 
“It kind of sounded like a juvenile detention 
military school. It’s so strict that the emotion-
al fun time has been taken away.”

city’s Parks and Rec Department staffs a win-
dow on the northeast corner of the warming 
house where skates of all sizes, hockey sticks 
and pucks may be rented free of charge.

The volunteers at Groveland are led by local 
resident and businessman John Hoeschen, the 
owner of Saint Paul Corner Drug at Snelling 
and Saint Clair Avenue. “I grew up on a farm,” 
Hoeschen said. “That really helps, because 
problem solving is huge around here. For ex-
ample, when we purchased the Zamboni, the 
water tank was in serious need of repair. You 
don’t just run over to Menards and pick one of 
those up. We had to completely rebuild it.”

Hoeschen’s crew has a wide variety of tal-
ents. They have worked on rebuilding, repair-
ing and painting the hockey boards. Hoeschen 
is especially proud of the additional rinks that 
have made for a better skating experience for 
everyone, including the large oval and “The 
Pond,” an open rink for novice hockey players.

“I saw that the little kids were being left out 
of the hockey rinks because they were filled 
with bigger and faster skaters,” Hoeschen 
said. “So we cleared out an area and designat-
ed it for kids to have a place to practice.”

Hoeschen and his crew also built a wind 
break on the east side of the warming house 
to protect skaters from the cold while they 
laced up their skates. The warming house is 

not open this winter due to COVID-19, but 
wooden benches have been placed beside the 
rink where skaters can take a breather. A por-
ta-potty is also available.

With the warming house closed and many 
local residents sheltering at home, Hoeschen 
wasn’t sure if the usual crowds would turn 
out at the rink this year. Early on January 2, 
the first day that the rinks were open, “I was 
standing by the warming house wondering if 
anyone would show,” he said. Moments later, 
he was shocked and delighted to see people 
streaming in from all four corners of the park.

“It was like that scene from Field of Dreams,” 
Hoeschen said. “They just kept coming.”

Among the skaters were Jason and Anna 
Kirkness with their children in tow. “We love 
coming here,” Jason said. “It’s a very impor-
tant place for building community, building 
family. And it gives the kids a chance to stretch 
their legs.”

Other visitors were just as enthusiastic. 
While setting up a table of hot chocolate and 
doughnuts for their party, Paige Bartholome 
and Diane Johnson were quick to recognize 
the volunteers who turn Groveland’s playing 
fields into a winter wonderland. “We’re so 
appreciative; it’s a big contribution,” Johnson 
said.

Of course, none of the volunteers were there 
to hear the compliments. Except for a brief ap-
pearance by the Zamboni driver to perform a 

quick midday resurfacing of the rinks, most of 
the volunteers were at their day jobs. 

“The majority of our volunteers’ presence is 
after hours,” said Alex Rodriguez, manager of 
Recreational Services in the city of Saint Paul’s 
Department of Parks and Recreation. “They 
come out after the rinks close and prepare the 
ice for the next day.” That is true at Groveland 
and at the city’s six other outdoor rinks. “It’s 
a huge gift for (the city) that we appreciate,” 
Rodriguez said.

One of those volunteers, Jim Kimlinger, was 
shoveling snow and putting down a new layer 
of ice on the rinks at the Edgcumbe Recreation 
Center during the second week of January. 

Asked why he was willing to give up his eve-
ning to be standing out in the cold, he gave the 
same answer as the volunteers at Groveland. 

“It’s very satisfying to be out here on a quiet 
night,” Kimlinger said. “It’s a break from the 
work day. And when the sky is clear and the 
moon is out, it’s beautiful.” 

This winter Groveland is asking all skat-
ers to wear face masks at the rinks. For more 
information about outdoor skating, contact 
Groveland (grovelandicerinks.org or 651- 
695-3714), Edgcumbe (651-695-3711), Des-
noyer (651-266-6400) or Palace (651-298-
5677) recreation centers.

An unidentified student 
lends support to the 
carloads of teachers 
and staff who rallied 
outside of the Saint 
Paul Public Schools’ 
administration building 
on January 12 to protest 
the reopening of 
elementary schools in 
February without taking 
additional measures to 
prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus.
Photo by CASey ek

1b return to in-person learning

1b groveland ice rinks

A trio of young pucksters had free rein on the Pond at Groveland Playground.  Photo by ChAS JenSen
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By Jane Mcclure

City and nonprofit programs have pro-
vided $1.6 million for Saint Paul busi-
nesses needing help to recover from 

last summer’s civil unrest. Another $4.7 mil-
lion has been distributed to help small busi-
nesses affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Saint Paul City Council members want to 
see those efforts continue, with one focus 
being on helping small business owners buy 
their own properties. That is especially true 
of the civil unrest recovery funding, of which 
$1.98 million is still available.

The City Council, acting as the Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority (HRA), reviewed 
the business assistance programs on January 
13. The Union Park District Council (UPDC)
also heard an update on January 6 regarding 
the Neighbors United Fund that it oversees.

Both the HRA and district council discus-
sions focused on commercial building own-
ership as a priority for businesses that were 
damaged or displaced by the civil unrest fol-
lowing the death of George Floyd while in the 
custody of Minneapolis police. 

One of the most high-profile efforts to sup-
port businesses affected by civil unrest is the 
Neighbors United Fund, which was set up by 
the Minnesota United soccer team, the UPDC 
and the Hamline-Midway Coalition. The 
city’s totals show that Neighbors United has 
targeted 22 businesses, including 15 that are 
still awaiting final action. A total of $1.58 mil-
lion has been raised, with $515,700 commit-
ted and $145,700 disbursed. 

Some of the businesses receiving grants 
ranging from $10,700-$50,000 were Double V 
Spirits/Snelling Fine Wines and Spirits, Great 
Health Nutrition, 7 Nails and Zany’s Boutique. 
Several more grants were awarded through 
Nexus Community Partners, a nonprofit orga-
nization working with Neighbors United.

The Neighbors United advisory commit-
tee is also considering a request from Bole, 
an Ethiopian restaurant that lost its building 
at University Avenue and Syndicate Street to 
arson. Bole sought $50,000 and has been rec-
ommended to receive $25,000. The restaurant 
is reopening, but in the Como neighborhood. 

The We Love Midway and We Love Saint 
Paul funds overseen by the Midway and Saint 

Paul chambers of commerce has assisted 81 
businesses in the city, including four in the ap-
proval pipeline. More than $1 million has been 
raised, with $890,000 disbursed.

Let’s Rebuild: African Immigrant Business-
es in Minnesota is overseen by African Eco-
nomic Development Solutions. It has raised 
$487,000 and disbursed $165,000 while  
assisting 85 Saint Paul businesses.

The Asian Business Recovery Fund over-
seen by the Asian Economic Development As-
sociation has raised $504,000 and disbursed 
$428,600 to 38 businesses in Saint Paul. Both 
the Asian- and African-focused groups dis-
perse funds to businesses throughout the 
Twin Cities.

The East Side Business Association raised 
and disbursed more than $15,000 to 15 East 
Side businesses.

City staff continue to monitor businesses 
affected by the civil unrest, said Mary Rick, 
business development director for the city’s 
Department of Planning and Economic De-
velopment (PED). Of 261 businesses directly 
impacted, 131 have been repaired and another 
73 still need repairs. Other buildings have 

been condemned, are vacant or boarded up.
The HRA also reviewed pandemic-related 

spending. Grants from the Bridge Fund, sup-
ported in part by federal CARES Act dollars, 
have gotten out quickly. The fund provides 
one-time $7,500 grants for retail businesses 
with under $2 million in annual revenue, said 
Andrew Hestness, principal projects manager 
for PED. Eligible businesses must have been 
impacted by an order by the governor related 
to the pandemic.

The initial 10-day application period drew 
2,107 requests, which Hestness said was far 
more than the city could assist. A total of 555 
businesses received funds, with $2.85 mil-
lion distributed to 380 businesses during the 
summer and $1.31 million to 175 businesses in 
the fall.

Hestness said a third round of grants is now 
underway, with $562,000 to be split among 
75 businesses. City officials will continue to 
direct businesses to other sources such as the 
federal Paycheck Protection Program, and 
other pandemic-related programs as they  
become available.

Assistance tops $6.3M for St. Paul businesses affected by unrest, pandemic

By Jane Mcclure

Prospective buyers of condominiums, 
townhouses, co-ops and other com-
mon-interest dwellings in Saint Paul 

will be informed prior to the purchase of the 
building’s rules on smoking beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2022.

The City Council on January 6 unanimously 
approved a new ordinance that requires the 
disclosure of smoking rules to be included 
with the city’s Truth in Sale of Housing (TISH) 
reports. A smoking policy disclosure form 
for common-interest dwellings also must be 
filed with the city’s Department of Safety and  
Inspections. 

The requirement was brought forward by 
Ward 2 City Council member Rebecca No-
ecker in response to concerns raised by a 
couple who bought a condo four years ago in 
downtown’s Gallery Towers believing it was a 
nonsmoking building. The building had been 
nonsmoking, but the condominium asso-
ciation elected a new board that reversed the 
policy around the time of the sale. 

Noecker said the new requirement not only 
lets prospective home buyers know up front 
about smoking policies, it encourages home-
owners’ associations to make healthier choic-
es about smoking in their buildings. 

The ordinance has the support of the As-

sociation for Nonsmokers-Minnesota and 
the American Lung Association. According to 
Noecker, it was reviewed by the Minnesota 
Multi-Housing Association and the Saint Paul 
Area Association of Realtors, and they raised 
no objections.

Health advocates and condo residents said 
the ordinance is needed. “Although its pas-
sage will not be the end of our fight to rid 
second-hand smoke from our building and 
other buildings, it’s a huge step in the right 
direction,” said Gallery Tower residents Jeff 
Tentinger and Robin Werrbach, the cou-
ple whose situation led to the ordinance. 
Tentinger and Werrbach said they have an 
elderly neighbor with asthma who is greatly 
affected by second-hand smoke.

“Second-hand smoke is a significant health 
hazard,” said Kathy Klimoski, a resident of 
Regency Condominiums, 2275 Youngman 
Ave., who was involved in having that build-
ing designated non-smoking. “Second-hand 
smoke contains over 7,000 chemicals, 70 of 
which are known to cause cancer in humans. 
Second-hand smoke also moves easily from 
unit to unit.”

“Building design can’t control exposure 
to second-hand smoke,” said Dr. Thomas 
Kottke, immediate past president of the Twin 
Cities Medical Society and a resident of Mer-
riam Park. “A building’s heating, ventilating 

and air conditioning system can distribute 
second-hand smoke throughout the build-
ing. And third-hand smoke—the residue and 
chemicals that are left behind when smoke 
settles in a room—is also hazardous to health. 
These chemicals can be absorbed through the 
skin or ingested by young children and pets.”

Margaret Etta Meyer of the Ninth Street 
Lofts worked to have her downtown building 
designated nonsmoking. “The most impor-
tant reason for the ordinance is that people 
looking to buy or rent a home deserve to know 
if they and their children will be exposed to 
second-hand smoke,” she said. “Both of my 
parents smoked a pack a day, and now my 
sister and I, who chose to be nonsmokers, live 
with chronic lung issues.”

The ordinance was opposed by Saint Paul’s 
TISH Board of Evaluators. The eight-member 
board meets quarterly to make sure that the 
city’s real estate disclosure requirements are 
met. It develops guidelines for enforcing the 
city’s building and maintenance codes, and 

it oversees testing and renewal standards for 
TISH-licensed evaluators.

In a letter to the City Council, TISH board 
members criticized the ordinance’s language 
for being vague and potentially problematic. 
They asked to have a formal hearing before 
the council acted on the ordinance, but were 
denied. As an alternative, the TISH board 
recommended that TISH reports inform pro-
spective buyers that they should ask building 
management or the home seller about the 
building’s smoking policies.

TISH board member Vicki Baucom said 
the appropriate place for disclosing smoking 
restrictions is in legal association declara-
tions, which are public documents filed in the 
Ramsey County recorder’s office. According to 
her, home buyers ought to perform their own 
due diligence. “Smoking choices are a person-
al preference and a personal responsibility,” 
she said.

Other TISH board members were worried 
that licensed TISH evaluators would be held 
liable if information about smoking is not 
properly conveyed on TISH reports. However, 
Noecker said, the smoking disclosure form 
will be provided by the home seller in a sepa-
rate section attached to the TISH report. The 
disclosure will be the responsibility of the sell-
er, she said, and it will not be part of the TISH 
evaluator’s work.

Condo sellers will need to disclose building’s smoking rules
The smoking disclosure form 

will be…attached to the 
TISH report and will be the 
responsibility of the home 

seller to provide.

Committee supports site plan for much-debated Lexington Station
By Jane Mcclure

The site plan for a mixed-
use building near Lexington 
Parkway and University Ave-

nue was recommended for approval 
by the Saint Paul Planning Commis-
sion’s Zoning Committee on a 5-2 
vote on January 14. Alatus Develop-
ment’s proposed Lexington Station 
will go to the full Planning Commis-
sion for a decision on January 22.

Site plan reviews are typically 
done by city staff. However, years 
of controversy over the proposed 
development prompted the public 
hearing. Commission approval is 
final unless the plan is appealed to 
the City Council.

Minneapolis-based Alatus is 
looking to construct a six-story, 
building on vacant lots at 411-417 N. 
Lexington Pkwy. The site is just east 
of Wilder Foundation’s headquar-

ters. Wilder has been trying to sell 
the site for development for years.

Plans call for 288 apartments, 
3,000 square feet of ground-floor 
commercial space and 254 struc-
tured parking spaces at grade level. 

Along with alcove, studio, and 
one-, and two-bedroom units, the 
project will include 15 four-bed-
room units designed for co-living, 
with shared kitchen and living room 
space. Those units would rent at  
$800-$900 per bedroom.

Chris Osmondson of Alatus said 
155 of the apartments will be offered 
at or below affordability levels for 
people at 60 percent of the area’s 
median income (AMI). Last year’s 
AMI in the Twin Cities ranged from 
$72,350 for one person to $103,400 
for a family of four.

The Union Park District Council 
has hosted several meetings on the 
project, but has not taken a posi-

tion on it. The Lexington-Hamline, 
Summit-University and Frogtown 
community councils, Aurora-Saint 
Anthony Neighborhood Develop-
ment Corporation, and a coalition 
of groups called the Alliance have 
raised objections to the project, in-

cluding the amount of affordable 
housing, traffic impacts, and the 
height and scale of the building. 

The property is zoned for Tra-
ditional Neighborhoods 4, and no 
zoning changes or variances are re-
quired. City Department of Safety 

and Inspections staff recommended 
approval of the site plan, noting it 
was consistent with the city’s com-
prehensive plan, the Union Park 
district plan and plans for the Green 
Line’s Lexington station area.

Supporters noted that the project 
would make use of a site that has 
been vacant for more than a decade. 
Opponents cited concerns with traf-
fic and access plans, and wanted 
more details on the city’s plans to 
continue some kind of bike/pedes-
trian connection through the site to 
the west on Fuller Avenue. 

The 365-page site plan applica-
tion included a traffic study and 
recommendations, including pro-
viding incentives for residents to 
use mass transit, promotion of ride 
sharing programs, and providing 
space for residents to store bicycles. 
The building would be a short walk 
to light rail and two bus lines. 

An aerial view of the six-story Lexington Station building being proposed by Alatus 
Development for the vacant lots at 411-417 N. Lexington Pkwy.
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Expanded programming in 
offing with merger of JCCs

By Jane Mcclure

Both Ramsey County and the Saint Paul 
Public Schools will be lobbying the 
Minnesota Legislature this year for ad-

ditional funds to address the added costs and 
reduced revenue resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to the 2021 legislative 
agendas reviewed by the County Board and 
School Board in the past month.

Governor Tim Walz is expected to sub-
mit his proposed budget for the 2021-23 bi-
ennium in February using the state budget 
forecast from November 2020 as a base. The 
fiscal challenges will be great, local officials 
agree. Though a state surplus of $641 million 
is projected for the current biennium ending 

June 30, a deficit of $1.27 billion is expected for 
the following two years. However, the outlook 
could change with the release of the next state 
budget forecast in February.

Ramsey County’s 12-page legislative agen-
da includes a request for ongoing pandemic 
support. This involves more money for com-
munity education, COVID-19 case investiga-
tion and contact tracing, COVID tests and the 
distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Criminal justice is another focus of the 
agenda. Ramsey County supports legislation 
proposed by the People of Color and Indig-
enous Caucus to reform the investigation and 
prosecution of officer-involved deaths and 
wrongful actions, to increase police account-
ability and transparency, to raise standards of 
police conduct and to rebuild the local com-
munity’s trust in police forces.

Ramsey County is calling for efforts to re-
duce the possible harm to offenders from 
strict penalties for lower-level crimes. Among 
the proposals is more flexibility in waiving 
criminal fines and the suspension of drivers’ 
licenses for failure to pay fines. Another pro-

posal is to enable prosecutors to initiate mo-
tions to reduce a criminal’s sentence based on 
his or her success in rehabilitation programs 
or abiding by the conditions of supervised re-
lease.

The county is also requesting reforms to the 
cash bail process to include a new risk assess-
ment tool and to release individuals back into 
society if they are determined not to be a risk. 
There is also a call for legislation to automate 
the process of sealing a person’s criminal re-
cord for low-level felonies and lesser crimes 
following a specific waiting period.

“Criminal records and the collateral conse-
quences long after people have fulfilled their 
obligations to the justice system serve as bar-
riers to jobs, housing, education and more, 
preventing people from serving as productive 
members of our community,” the county’s 
legislative agenda states.

Other county priorities for the current 
legislative session include better access to 
health care, more support for mental health 
services, more support for programs serving 
children and families, and more funding for 

transportation projects. Although 2021 is not 
a bonding session, Ramsey County has three 
bonding requests—$40 million to build a 
pedestrian deck overlooking the Mississippi 
River along Kellogg Boulevard, $2.5 million for 
Rush Line bus rapid transit and $2.5 million 
for ongoing transit studies in the Riverview 
Corridor between downtown Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport.

Both the Ramsey County Board and the 
Saint Paul School Board are seeking a reduc-
tion in state government mandates that add 
costs and complexities to their operations.

The Saint Paul Public Schools will be seek-
ing more funds from the state to address the 
effects of the pandemic, including the added 
costs of providing student transportation and 
school lunch and a drop in enrollment and the 
resulting reduction in state per-pupil aid.  

The school district is also seeking legisla-
tion to promote the racial diversity of teach-
ers, provide more mental health services for 
students, fully fund early childhood screening 
mandates, and provide more resources to sta-
bilize families and serve homeless students.

By carolyn Walkup

In an effort to expand its programming and 
membership, the Jewish Community Cen-
ters of Saint Paul and Minneapolis have 

merged. The new Minnesota Jewish Commu-
nity Center will continue to operate its long-
standing facilities at 1375 Saint Paul Ave. and 
4330 S. Cedar Lake Road. “But by combin-
ing, we’ll have more resources for programs, 
scholarships and facility development,” said 
Michael Waldman, CEO. “It’s all about reach-
ing more people.” 

JCC membership and programming is open 
to everyone regardless of religion, race or na-
tional origin. Following the merger, “every-
thing that people love about the JCC will re-
main the same,” Waldman said. “The merger 
allows us to grow and to do new things.”

Waldman did not specify any new pro-
gramming as the result of the merger. For the 
present, the JCC is focused on transitioning 
from COVID-19 precautions to a more nor-
mal schedule. The fitness centers recently re-
opened at 25 percent capacity, but the locker 
rooms and the day care programs remain 
closed, and so do the running track and gym-
nasium.

With the merger, the Minnesota JCC’s 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis locations will re-
tain their traditional names, which recognize 

major benefactors. The Capp Center in Saint 
Paul honors the late Martin and Esther Capp, 
Highland Park residents who donated funds 
for the building of the current JCC in 1964. 
Martin Capp was a pioneer in prefabricated 
housing who also built and leased commer-
cial properties.

The Sabes Center in Minneapolis is named 
for native Minneapolitan Robert Sabes, chair-
man and CEO of RW Sabes Enterprises of 
Las Vegas and chairman of the Sabes Family 
Foundation.

Waldman joined the JCC staff in 2001 as a 
program director at Camp Butwin, the sum-
mer day camp for children in Eagan. He grew 
up in Highland Park and attended JCC pro-
grams from a young age. In 2005 he left Camp 
Butwin and moved to San Antonio where he 
was named chief operating officer of the JCC 
there. He returned to the Twin Cities in 2010 
to accept the CEO position at the Capp Center.

The Minnesota JCC will build on the legacy 
of the past to meet the needs of current JCC 
members, Waldman said. The Capp Center 
illustrates that legacy with a permanent ex-
hibit of photographs highlighting the JCC’s 
history in Saint Paul.

The Saint Paul JCC was founded in 1930 as 
the Jewish Education Center at 741 Holly Ave. 
The center helped Jewish immigrants adapt 
to their new home in the Twin Cities. Re-
named the JCC, it moved to the corner of Juno 
and Cretin avenues in the 1950s before mov-
ing to its current location. 

Camp Butwin was founded in 1958 on 88 
wooded acres on the shores of Lake O’Brien 
in Eagan. In the 1970s and ’80s, the JCC intro-
duced early childhood education, services for 

seniors and the disabled, and new program-
ming to help resettle two waves of Jewish im-
migrants from the former Soviet Union. 

In the 1990s the JCC added a child care 
wing, a health and fitness wing, a teen lounge 
and new administrative offices. A larger $16 
million renovation was completed in 2018. It 
included a state-of-the-art fitness and well-
ness center, new facilities for cultural perfor-
mances and exhibits, upgraded security and 
technology systems, and a new aquatics cen-
ter with swimming pools for adults and chil-
dren, a water slide and splash pool.

With the outbreak of COVID-19 last spring, 
the JCC had to pivot from in-person to virtual 
gatherings, according to Waldman. However, 

the online presentations of many programs 
worked quite well, he said. For example, the 
monthly speaker series that regularly attract-
ed between 30 and 40 adults in-person has 
drawn as many as 100 viewers when present-
ed virtually. Virtual programming has proven 
to be especially beneficial to JCC members 
who are homebound or otherwise isolated, 
Waldman added.  

The JCC is planning to hold its summer 
camp in 2021 in-person at both Camp Bu-
twin and the Sabes Center, Waldman said. 
The camps normally enroll between 700 and 
1,000 children, and every effort is being taken 
to make them COVID-19 safe, he added.

For information, visit minnesotajcc.org.

Former Jewish Community Center of Saint Paul CEO Michael Waldman is serving as CEO of the new 
Minnesota JCC with his office at Saint Paul’s Capp Center.  PhOtO by brad StauFFEr

More pandemic relief, 
criminal justice reform, 
money for new transit 
among top requests

New Minnesota JCC 
will keep centers in 
St. Paul and Mpls.

Ramsey County, city’s public schools release legislative wish list
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Proposed mixed-use building 
may grow at Randolph-Snelling

A six-story, 115-unit mixed-use building be-
ing proposed at the southwest corner of Ran-
dolph and Snelling avenues could end up be-
ing even larger. 

The project was initially eyed for the High-
land Service/Minnoco gas station and car 
wash at 485 S. Snelling Ave. Developer Oppi-
dan has since been offered the chance to buy 
two additional commercial properties east of 
the site.

Almost 50 people reviewed the project 
plans on January 13 during a virtual meeting 
of the Highland and Macalester-Groveland 
community council’s land use committees. 
No action was taken, but area residents had 
the chance to ask questions about traffic, con-
struction and parking impacts.

The latest proposal calls for a 68-foot-tall 
building, which will require a conditional use 
permit. The property is zoned for Traditional 
Neighborhoods 3 use, which allows a height 
of up to 55 feet.

The building would be C-shaped around a 
courtyard. Plans call for two levels of under-
ground parking, each with almost 50 spaces, 
and about two dozen first-floor parking spots. 
The rest of the first floor would include a leas-
ing office, commercial and tenant amenity 
spaces. Floors two through six would be a mix 
of apartments, with studios, alcoves, one- and 
two-bedroom units.

Traffic and parking were the big concerns 
expressed on January 13, with neighbors rais-
ing issues about spillover parking, construc-

tion worker parking, potential traffic conflicts 
with the Walgreens store across the street and 
the possibility of residential permit parking 
on streets to the south. The building plans 
currently do not have access to the Randolph-
Juno Avenue alley, but that could change if the 
two properties to the east are added.

Neighbors and committee members 
also asked about affordable housing. Oppi-
dan’s Paul Tucci said the apartments will be  
market-rate.

Rezoning recommended for new 
Marshall-Cleveland apartments

A proposal to rezone 2069 Marshall Ave. to 
make way for a five-story apartment build-
ing on the northwest corner of Cleveland and 
Marshall avenues has cleared its first hurdle 
with a 5-0 recommendation from the Saint 
Paul Planning Commission’s Zoning Commit-
tee on January 14. The full Planning Commis-
sion will consider the rezoning on January 22 
before it heads to the City Council for another 
public hearing and final vote.

Developers David Kvasnik and Robert Page 
wish to tear down houses at 2063 and 2069 
Marshall to make way for the 48-unit apart-
ment building. The corner house at 2063 
Marshall was rezoned to Traditional Neigh-
borhoods 3 (TN3) in 2018 as part of a West 
Marshall Avenue rezoning study. The house 
next door at 2069 Marshall is zoned TN2.

City staff recommended approval of the re-
zoning, citing consistency with development 
trends and with city and neighborhood plans. 
What has frustrated neighbors and members 

of the Union Park District Council (UPDC) are 
the lack of details and the speed at which the 
project is being pushed through the city ap-
proval process.

UPDC land use committee cochairs Sarah 
Dvorak and Dean Cummings said the council 
has not received enough information to weigh 
in on the proposed zoning change. “We do 
want to see development there, but what will 
it look like?” Cummings asked. The land use 
committee laid the request over in December, 
asking for more project details and more time 
for neighbors to comment.

Kvasnik said the project needs to move for-
ward to meet his and his partner’s timeline. 
They would like to tear down the houses this 
summer and complete the new building by 
the fall of 2022. A lot of money has been in-
vested in planning this development, Kvasnik 
added. 

“I’m not sure that Union Park District 
Council has the right to stop my process at 
this point,” he said.

The five-story building would include 
structured parking and commercial space on 
the first floor and four floors of apartments 
above. Kvasnik has told UPDC members that 
the developers have a second plan for a small-
er apartment building if the property cannot 
be rezoned.

Kvasnik and Page have promoted their 
apartment building as workforce housing. 
UPDC members have pushed for more af-
fordable units. The developers stated on their 
zoning request forms that they “may pursue a 
parking variance to accommodate additional, 
more affordable studio apartments.”

Reparations for city’s Blacks to 
be studied by new commission

The Saint Paul City Council voted on Janu-
ary 13 to appoint a commission to study public 
reparations to Black Americans for the slavery 
and racist conditions endured by their ances-
tors before and after the Civil War. The vote 
creates a Saint Paul Recovery Act Community 
Reparations Commission.

All seven council members, led by Jane 
Prince, signed onto the resolution. Prince said 
the intent is to figure out how to make invest-
ments that help the city’s Black community 
and address disparities. One source of fund-
ing might be a special tax on tobacco or legal 
cannabis products.

Prince worked on the initiative with former 
mayoral candidate Trahern Crews, journalist 
Georgia Fort and a larger group. Ideas were 
shaped in discussions over a two-year period. 
The three spoke on January 13 of the need for 
racial healing through reparations.

The council apologized for past actions, 
ranging from the landmark Dred Scott pre-
Civil War dispute over slavery, redlining of 
neighborhoods to keep Blacks out, and the de-
struction of the Rondo neighborhood to make 
way for I-94.

Council members said the newly created 
commission will look broadly at possible so-
lutions. One key issue to be addressed is the 
inequity in city resources between largely 
white neighborhoods and other more diverse 
parts of Saint Paul.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

News Briefs

By Jane Mcclure

Acontroversial seven-story, mixed-use 
building at 337 W. Seventh St. is again 
generating neighborhood debate, this 

time over its exterior materials and public 
art. After more than an hour of discussion on 
January 11, the West Seventh/Fort Road Fed-
eration postponed a vote on whether or not a 
synthetic stucco material called EIFS should 
be allowed to be used on the building.

After a wide-ranging debate over the dura-
bility of materials and what kind of public art 
would be appropriate in the neighborhood, 
board president Dana de Master said more in-
formation was needed. The board could make 
a decision at its February meeting or do an  
online vote.

Last year, the Ackerberg Group and North-

land Real Estate Group got city approvals for 
the Alvera, a $40 million project that is ex-
pected to be completed later this year on the 
former site of Bonfe Auto Service’s Mechani-
cal Center. It will have 192 studio, one- and 
two-bedroom apartment units, 1,400 square 
feet of retail space and 110 structured park-
ing stalls. The project was opposed by many 
neighbors because of its height and massing. 
Federation board members recommended 
approval.

One approval was for traditional neighbor-
hoods zoning, which requires building exteri-
ors to be finished with materials such as brick, 
stone, concrete, glass or metal. Materials not 
considered acceptable include vinyl, fiber-
glass, fiberboard and synthetic stucco, which 
is known as exterior insulation finishing  
system (EIFS).

Architect Aron Johnson said the variance 
for materials is needed so that areas of the 
building can be adorned with large-scale mu-
rals painted onto the EIFS. Federation board 
members said that while they do not want to 
see the same cookie-cutter apartment build-
ing design that is popping up throughout the 
city, they also did not like the idea of changing 
building materials. 

Some board members said the EIFS looks 
cheap. Previous discussions of the building 
called for more use of metal panels and glass. 

The debate also included criticism of the 
developer’s decision to hire an artist from San 
Francisco to create the art installations rather 
than a local artist. 

While the choice of the artist is not an issue 
the district council has any say in, hiring an 
out-of-state artist rankled some board mem-

bers. They noted that the neighborhood in-
cludes many artists, including a large art com-
munity in the Schmidt Artists’ Lofts.

The developers worked with the nonprofit 
Forecast Public Art and its consultant, Tri-
cia Heuring, to find an artist for the building. 
Artist Aaron De La Cruz was chosen for his 
past work. He described how he drew on the 
nearby United and Children’s hospitals for in-
spiration, with a “mother’s embrace” as one 
theme. Another idea is to replicate the colors 
of a serape.

“I don’t feel as if that really reflects the com-
munity and its history,” said board member 
Elyse Jensen.

Johnson and Heuring said the work of local 
artists would be featured around the build-
ing’s base and that De La Cruz would be will-
ing to coordinate those efforts with them.

By Jane Mcclure

The former Saint Paul Casket Com-
pany, 1222 University Ave., won the 
unanimous support of the Saint Paul 

Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) on 
January 11 for inclusion on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. The status could help 
the building’s owners receive state and fed-
eral historic tax credits when they convert the 
four-story building to new uses. 

The State Historic Preservation Board will 
consider the nomination on February 16. 
The decision is ultimately in the hands of the  
National Park Service.

Saint Paul-based developer JB Vang and 
Duane Lund of the commercial real estate firm 
NAI Legacy purchased the distinctive building 
for $2.15 million in 2019. Last year, the Met-
ropolitan Council awarded the developers a 
$49,200 grant for an environmental assess-
ment and hazardous material abatement, a 
vapor mitigation test and other activities. At 
that time, the plans called for the building to 
be converted into 62 affordable housing units.

HPC staff recommended approval of the 
designation, stating that the Saint Paul Casket 
Company building “is locally significant as 
the home of the most important casket man-
ufacturer in Saint Paul and one of the most  
important in Minnesota.”

Commissioners agreed that the building is 
worthy of the National Register. It is one of the 
few remaining buildings from what was once 
a largely industrial area south of University 
and west of Lexington Parkway.

“It would be wonderful to see it preserved,” 
said commissioner Leeta Douglas.

Commissioner Joseph Peroutka agreed, 
noting that the former casket company is in 
an area that has seen its third wave of build-
ing demolitions. “It’s an important piece of 
architecture,” he said.

The building’s original occupant started 
out as the North Saint Paul Casket Company 
in 1887. The company moved to Saint Paul and 
changed its name in 1923. 

The four-story, concrete and stucco build-
ing is located on the south side of University  
between Griggs and Syndicate streets. It was 

built in 1922-23 and designed with Modern 
Gothic details by the Saint Paul architectural 
firm of Allen H. Stem and associate architect 
Roy H. Haslund. Stem was a noted architect 
whose work included several railway termi-
nals, institutional buildings and mansions.

The building, which cost $150,000 to con-
struct, according to the National Register ap-
plication, has piers modeled as buttresses and 
its 104-foot-tall central tower houses a water 
tank for fire suppression. The structure is an 
example of a vertical manufacturing building 
with different floors used during the casket 
manufacturing process.  

The building housed various commercial 
functions after the casket company moved 
out in 1951. During the 1950s and early ’60s, 
it served as the office and warehouse for the 
Snyder Drug Stores chain. The building sat va-
cant from 1962 until the ’70s and later housed 
other businesses, including Landfill Music 
and Books.

The building’s exterior has not changed 
much over time, and most windows and doors 
appear to be original. Inside it still has its open 

floor areas and mushroom-shaped columns, 
a large freight elevator, terrazzo floors and a 
spiral staircase with ornate metal railings.

HPC supports historic status for Lex-Ham building

Federation debates new look for 7-story Alvera building on West 7th

The central tower of the former Saint Paul Casket 
Company building at 1222 University Ave.
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Poor response to failing grades
As parents of students in the Saint Paul Public Schools, we 

were disappointed to read that Kate Wilcox-Harris, the school 
district’s chief academic officer, is advocating a change to 
the grading system in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic 
(Villager, January 6). This appears to be a move to obscure 
the fact that the number of failing grades has increased 
dramatically across the district during distance learning. 
Changing the grading system might reduce the number of 
failing students, but it will not address the heart of the matter.

We can debate whether the shift to distance learning has 
been an appropriate response to the COVID-19 pandemic as 
a public health measure. But let’s acknowledge that distance 
learning has been a total failure in educational terms, 
especially for the district’s American Indian, Asian, Hispanic 
and Black students, who are failing at record rates. Long-
standing achievement gaps have gotten even worse. 

Let’s not use the pandemic as an excuse to further water 
down achievement standards for our students. They all 
deserve a rigorous, high-quality education.

Eric Carter
Neela Nandyal

Macalester-Groveland

A season for love, peace and joy
In response to the letter, “Christmas fatigue” by Kathleen 

Deming (Villager Inbox, January 6): We all strive to attain 
sanity in our country—especially after 2020—by way of 
peace and love, as all of the yard signs state to do, right? Yes, 
the holiday season advertisements start earlier than ever, but 
that is expected in a consumer-happy and capitalistic society. 
In my home, the commercials are put on mute. Packages 
arrive, but not so that one can’t have a peaceful moment, but 
so that the recipient is given a gift by another. The smiling 
delivery driver understands. 

Great it is that Ms. Deming gave many of her gifts away 
to charity out of love. As for her sympathy for those not 
of the Christian faith, they do see the Christmas displays. 
We see their holiday displays, especially in Highland Park, 
and it doesn’t bother me. As for the Christmas music, it’s 
beautiful and mostly sacred. With all of the noise we hear 
each holiday season, I’d rather have Christmas music than 
the commercials, political ads and other music that is so often 
vulgar.

Isn’t Christmas Eve just a beautiful, quiet night when 
just about all is closed in observance of the Holy Night that 
billions around the world have celebrated since His birth? Be 
grateful you receive gifts; some people don’t receive any. As for 
those glittery cards and foil-lined envelopes, aren’t they lovely 
and well-crafted? Someone took the time to think of you and 
express their greeting at a time when in-person contact and 

communication is discouraged due to overreaching COVID 
mandates. If the cards are non-recyclable, turn them into a 
craft or burn them in your fire pit this spring and summer. 

The holiday season is not all about the planet. It’s about 
love, peace, joy, and giving and receiving. Merry Christmas! 
Happy New Year!

Michael Janiski
Highland Park

nation in need of healing
On January 6, a neighbor told me that a riotous mob was 

storming the U.S. Capitol. When I turned on MPR, I learned 
that President Trump had claimed yet again that the election 
had been “stolen” and urged “his people” to advance on the 
Capitol where Congress was about to certify the votes of the 
Electoral College.

As the news unfolded, I cried. In 1966 when I was 22 years 
old, I raised my right hand as a new second lieutenant in the 
U.S. Air Force and promised to uphold the Constitution—a 
variation of the same oath taken by all federal employees, 
members of Congress, the president and vice president.

In the Capitol, while members of Congress were being 
hustled by attendants to hidden locations, several staffers 
had the presence of mind to haul off to safety the two 
wooden chests that held the paper electoral ballots so that 
those wouldn’t fall into the hands of the mob. The armed 
rioters overpowered Capitol police and forced their way into 
the chambers of congress and congressional offices. The 
world looked on and asked how our nation, the epitome of 
democracy, had turned into a banana republic.

When President-elect Biden urged President Trump to 
go immediately on television and urge people to leave the 
Capitol, the response was yet another idiotic video in which 
he told his followers that even though the election had been 
stolen, they should all go home. It made me sick.

Let’s pray that we can begin a time of national healing and 
sanity.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

new direction for Mendota Hts.?
The Mendota Heights City Council welcomed the New 

Year with new council member John Mazzitello and new 
Mayor Stephanie Levine. There is reason to believe that the 
city’s special character as a largely residential community 
and its long tradition of prudent, responsible governance will 
be severely compromised with the installation of these two 
individuals. This claim is based on their recent decisions and 
stated preferences pertaining to the city’s future.

Mr. Mazzitello’s public record indicates support for dense 
development aligned with the Metropolitan Council’s 
priorities for the city, halving the city’s minimum lot sizes, 
pandering to developers and selling property in the city’s 
Wentworth Park at a fraction of its worth. His appointment 

to the council was made possible by the support of Mayor-
elect Levine. In a special City Council session on December 
8, almost a full month before being sworn in, Levine was 
asked by the three sitting council members to offer advice on 
the selection of the finalists for the vacant council seat. Mr. 
Mazzitello was her top choice.

Thomas Smith
Mendota Heights

Know sibley’s history—indeed
Regarding the letter, “Know the history behind the name” 

(Villager Inbox, December 23) about former Minnesota 
governor and military leader Henry Sibley: 

Readers need to understand the epic, violent and often 
corrupt time in which Sibley lived. For example, Fort 
Snelling was truly a center of Sibley’s professional career. 
His connection to the fort enriched him through interests in 
government contracts, including providing supplies for the 
benefit of the Dakota people held in the federal concentration 
camp at the fort.

Sibley used his position at the fort to participate in the 
dispossession of the captive Dakota of their land scrip in one 
of the most outrageous land thefts in state history. He also 
oversaw the  military tribunal that, without any semblance 
of due process, sentenced more than 300 Dakota soldiers to 
death, resulting in the hanging of 38 Dakota soldiers on the 
day after Christmas in 1865 in the largest mass execution in 
U.S. history.

Sibley also played a role in the 1841 Doty Treaties that 
sought to dispossess the mixed-ancestry Dakota of the land 
guaranteed to them under Article IX of the 1831 Treaty of 
Prairie du Chien. The efforts were so flawed that the U.S. 
Senate refused to ratify them—twice.

History matters. Perspective matters. Learning history 
is not a practice of cancellation culture, but of being an 
informed citizen. The history is there. Please, seek it out.

Joseph Halloran
Macalester-Groveland

When hatred is left to brew
Watching the insanity in Washington, D.C., as Trump 

supporters stormed the Capitol reminded me of my days as 
a counselor, when those who couldn’t let go of their hatred 
would have that hatred brew in them forever.

Paul Paulos
Macalester-Groveland

The Villager welcomes letters to the editor and guest 
editorials. To be considered for publication, all commentary 
must be signed, indicate the neighborhood in which the 
writer lives and provide a phone number for verification 
purposes. Send your commentary to the Villager, 757 S. 
Snelling Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55116; email it to letters@
myvillager.com; or submit it at myvillager.com/editorial.

INBOX

TheOddCoupleTeam.com  |  651.492.6423

Curious what your home is worth in today’s real estate market? 
Contact us today for a FREE, no-obligation market analysis of 

your home to find out! 

At what price would 
you become a seller?

$$$$$
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A Brand 
You Can Trust

With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get 
skilled Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney 
Repair, Cedar Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even
Solar options. 

At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of
blending design, craftsmanship, with good customer
service. And, we guarantee our work.

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis 

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more

GarlockFrench_Villager 1.20.21_Layout 1  1/12/21  10:55 AM  Page 1

The 135th edition of the Saint Paul 
Winter Carnival will be held 
from January 28-February 7 with 

safety precautions in place to stem the 
spread of the coronavirus pandemic 
while still encouraging revelers to em-
brace the season. 

“The majority of our 2021 events will 
be held outdoors and all will abide by 
COVID-19 protocols, such as social dis-
tancing and mask wearing,” said Deb 
Schaber, president and CEO of the Saint 
Paul Festival and Heritage Foundation, 
the producer of the carnival.

Some of carnival’s annual events have 
been cancelled this year due to the pan-
demic, including the parades. However, 
there will be new twists on some of the 
other signature activities. That includes 
combining the ice carving and snow 
sculpture contests into a drive-through 
event that will be held on each day of 
the carnival at the Minnesota State Fair-
grounds. Tickets are $20 per vehicle.

A new Saint Paul Scavenger Hunt will 
be held daily from January 28-Febru-
ary 7 to encourage people to explore the 
city’s parks and other attractions. 

There will also be a new Crafted: A 
Winter Carnival Craft Drink Experience. 
An exclusive passport will admit par-
ticipants to local breweries, distilleries 
and artisan coffee shops daily through  
Sunday, February 14.

The fifth annual Fire & Ice: Winter 
Carnival Art Show, featuring the work 
of Minnesota artists, is running from 
now through Sunday, February 21, at 
AZ Gallery in the Northern Warehouse  

Building, 308 Prince St. 
And a digital Winter Carnival Ice 

Fishing Contest is running from now 
through Sunday, February 7, offering 
prizes in a wide variety of categories at a 
cost of $10 per entry.

Other highlights of the 2021 Saint 
Paul Winter Carnival include:

Saturday, January 30—The Win-
ter Carnival Puzzle Competition will be 
held in-person during the morning of 
January 30 at Landmark Center. This 
year’s puzzle art was designed by Adam 
Turman, who also created the images 
for this year’s carnival buttons.

—The 36th annual Securian Financial 
Winter Run will be held both in-person 
with a 5K at 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. around Lake Phalen, and vir-
tually with a 5K, 10K and half marathon.

—A virtual Winter Carnival Family 
Day will take place with performances, 

seminars, storytelling, and arts and 
crafts lessons.

—The Saint Paul Hotel Hot Cocoa 
Drive-Up will be held from noon-3 p.m. 
at the hotel.

—The 47th annual Winter Carnival 
Orchid Show at the Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory will take place on Satur-
day and Sunday, January 30-31. Visit  
comozooconservatory.org.

—The Klondike Kate Cabaret will be 
shown on the carnival’s Facebook page 
and YouTube channel beginning at 10 
a.m. as the Kates celebrate their 50th an-
niversary in story and song. The 2020-21 
Kate is Shelley Pabst.

Sunday, January 31—The Winter 
Carnival Puzzle Competition will be 
held virtually with teams taking part 
from home via Zoom.

Thursday, February 4—A Frozen 
Family Fun Night will be held from 5-8 
p.m. at the Keg & Case Market, 928 W. 
Seventh St. The event  will include per-
formances, snow princesses, a bonfire, 
family-friendly activities, and more.

Saturday, February 6—A virtual 
Winter Carnival Family Day will be held 
for a second Saturday filled with perfor-
mances, art lessons, stories and more.

—Union Depot’s Doggie Depot has 
gone virtual this year, but will still in-
clude the crowning of the Canine King 
and Queen, giveaways, virtual market-
place, pet experts and canine yoga. Visit 
uniondepot.org/doggiedepot. 

d d d

Winter Carnival buttons cost $5 for 
one and $19 for a collector’s four-pack, 
and are available at Cub Foods, partici-
pating retailers, and the carnival web-
site. Visit  wintercarnival.com.

Winter Carnival serves up traditions with a twist

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
has suspended the public re-
view of an Upper Saint Anthony 

Falls Lock and Dam disposition study 
to allow the study team to update the 
draft report to reflect new legislation 
that authorizes the Secretary of the 
Army to convey land adjacent to the  
lock to the city of Minneapolis for rec-
reational purposes. 

The Water Resources Development 
Act of 2020 was approved by Congress 

and signed into law on December 27. 
In addition to the land conveyance, 
it provides licenses pertaining to the 
lock structures for recreation, tour-
ism and interpretative purposes. The 
Army Corps will also conduct a survey 
to determine which portion of the land 
can be transferred to the city as soon as 
possible.

The Corps released the initial dispo-
sition study for two months of public 
review beginning on December 16. In it, 

the Corps recommended complete dis-
posal of the federal government’s inter-
est in the Upper Saint Anthony Falls 
Lock, along with a monetary incentive 
to sweeten the sale of the lock. The new 
legislation does not change that  rec-
ommendation. 

Once updated, the draft report on the 
lock and dam disposition study will be 
reposted on the Army Corps’ website at 
mvp.usace.army.mil/MplsLocksDispo-
sition/. 

Army Corps suspends hearing on Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock sale 

Drive-through sculpture 
park among new events

       

651-646-7381EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 24/7

“Over 85 Years of Service You Can Trust”

Schedule Service Today at www.snellingcompany.com

National 
Service
Award 
Winner

2005 – 2019

Furnace Troubles?
Don’t delay, schedule a furnace tune-up today!
Furnace Tune-Up 

with Carbon 
Monoxide Test

FREE
Second Opinion!
on any Furnace Repair 
including cracked heat 

exchangers!

Don’t repair your 
old furnace, replace it

with a new
98% efficient LENNOX.  

Make NO PAYMENTS & pay
NO INTEREST for 1 YEAR!

Air is Life. Make it Perfect.

$49 OFF
Must be presented at time of service. 

Not valid with any other coupons, 
specials or offers. Expires 1/31/2021. 

With a written quote from 
another company. Must be presented 

at time of service. 

your comfort is our business!

Terms and conditions apply. Subject  to  
credit approval. Contact dealer for details.

We use CDC recommended health and safety measures to protect both our customers and our employees.

Best wishes for a
prosperous 2021

from your friends at SPAAR!
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EDUCATION

By Anne Murphy

Winter is a time for planting at Cre-
tin-Derham Hall. Every February 
for the past 20 years, students 

have been given the seeds of understanding 
to help them cultivate a more just society. The 
harvest is not expected right away, according 
to Lou Anne Tighe of CDH’s Religious Studies 
Department. “The change may not come un-
til later in a student’s life,” she said. “To move 
from pondering and reflection to a change in 
attitude—that’s what we hope for from Jus-
tice Week at CDH.” 

Tighe serves as the moderator of Justice 
Week, scheduled from February 8-12 at the 
high school, 550 S. Albert St. The theme this 
year, the Dynamics of Race, comes in response 
to the death of George Floyd last May. “We’ve 
been doing race and diversity work for de-
cades,” Tighe said, “but the death of George 
Floyd was a turning point. It went from ‘this 
would be a good thing to do’ to ‘we cannot 
not do this.’ It would be irresponsible to not 
do this.”

CDH’s attention to social justice stems from 
the school’s dedication to Christian values 
and academic excellence, according to Tighe. 
It is an extension of the values of CDH’s co-
sponsors, the Christian Brothers and the Sis-
ters of Saint Joseph of Carondelet. “The Chris-
tian Brothers are dedicated to education for 
social transformation,” Tighe said. “The Sis-
ters of Saint Joseph are devoted to the love of 
neighbor without distinction.” 

Past Justice Week themes have included 
immigration, gender equity, environmen-
tal justice, human rights and seeking justice 
through the fine arts. Among the speakers 
were Jackson Katz, author of Tough Guise: Vio-
lence, Media & the Crisis in Masculinity; the late 
Reverend Samuel Billy Kyles, who was on the 
Memphis motel balcony with the Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. when he was as-
sassinated; and young women who have been 
victims of sex trafficking.

Planned by students as well as faculty, this 
year’s Justice Week will cover Pope Francis’ 
message about dismantling racism; student 
experiences of racism in college; race and the 
COVID-19 pandemic; race and law enforce-
ment; racial identity, social perceptions of race 
and their impact on mental health; and race 
and neighborhood development.

Featured speakers will include Black au-
thor and professor Carolyn Holbrook, who 
will read from her new collection of essays, 
Tell Me Your Names and I Will Testify; and 
Bemidji State University professor Dr. Anton 
Treuer, who will address the topic, “Thriving 
in Indian Country: What Gets in the Way and 
How Do We Overcome?” There are also plans 
to have students read from The Highwaymen, 
a play produced by the History Theatre that 
documents the construction of I-94 through 
Saint Paul and the resulting destruction of 
much of the largely African American Rondo 

neighborhood.
Students will also be creating a “Say Their 

Names” display. “The students and I will fab-
ricate headstones and include the names of 
(people of color) who have been killed,” Tighe 
said. “In addition to those who were killed by 
police, it will include the names of those who 
have died because of systemic racism, the Na-

tive Americans hanged in Mankato, the casu-
alties of Wounded Knee.”

“Racism has been an issue for a long time, 
but it’s been getting more attention lately due 
to the protests of police brutality against peo-
ple of color,” said CDH junior Annie Noyes, a 
Highland Park resident. “We thought Justice 
Week would be a good opportunity to take ac-
tion and become more involved.”

“There isn’t a moment in American his-
tory when racism hasn’t been necessary to 
address,” said CDH sophomore Greta Cun-
ningham, a Macalester-Groveland resident. 
“But it’s doubtless that in the wake of George 
Floyd’s murder, there’s a new willingness and 
readiness to examine and dismantle racism. 
By focusing on the dynamics of race, there’s a 
unique opportunity to explore other elements 
of social justice.”

“At CDH we’ve set up some protocols 
through the student council on how to have 
conversations on difficult issues,” Tighe said. 
“That involves practical things: listen, be pre-
pared to feel uncomfortable, be open to ambi-
guity. It’s something we need to work on all of 
the time.” 

“The focus on race is important for CDH 
students, teachers and staff because it’s a 
necessary action for justice and peace to be 
possible,” Cunningham said. “To fully and 
accurately represent Catholicism as a school, 
we have to be committed to equality and eq-
uity. Anti-racism is a vital actualization of that 
commitment.”

“We need to take leadership and come to-
gether as a community to fight for what we 
believe is right for the people around us who 
feel oppressed,” Noyes said. “It’s important to 
have everyone at CDH on the same page.”

“The most powerful manifestation of 
school spirit—and on a larger scale, patrio-
tism—is to want to make the place you love 
better, to never be satisfied but to continue 
pushing for radical empathy,” Cunningham 
said. “This initiative is intended to strength-
en, vitalize and expand the work we’re doing 
as a school to support racial justice. As Ibram 
X. Kendi, author of How to be Antiracist, ex-
plained, racist ideas can rain on us without us 
even realizing we’re wet. We’ve worked to cre-
ate an umbrella, but we have to check for leaks 
and execute plans to patch them.”

CDH plants seeds of social change with Justice Week 

NeighborCare
in-home support by Episcopal Homes

In your 
neighborhood, 
ready to help

Personal 24-hour call system
Household Chores
Personal Cares
Meal planning, prep, and delivery
Pet Care

651-444-4000
Call today for more information

WWW.NOVACLASSICAL.ORG
1455 VICTORIA WAY
ST PAUL, MN 55102

651.209.6320

Students will delve into 
dynamics of race through 
host of special programs

Cretin-Derham Hall sophomore Greta Cunningham and junior Annie Noyes create a poster for the high 
school’s upcoming Justice Week programming on The Dynamics of Race.  PHoTo by bRAD STAuffeR

“The most powerful 
manifestation of school 
spirit—and on a larger 

scale, patriotism—is to want 
to make the place you love 
better, to never be satisfied 

but to continue pushing 
for radical empathy.”
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WELCOME, NEIGHBORS. Saint Paul’s Highland Park now includes the 
new Lexington Landing senior community, offering one-level apartments 
and an active, maintenance-free lifestyle. Come join the neighborhood!

NOW OPEN!

• One and two bedroom options
• Nutritious meals

• Compassionate staff
• Access to supportive services 

Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation   
MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

Call Dianna to learn more!
900 Old Lexington Avenue South
Saint Paul, MN 55116

651-695-6400
LexingtonLanding.org
Equal Housing Opportunity.

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Taste of Ward 3—Help save the restau-
rants in Ward 3, which includes the Highland 
Park and Macalester-Groveland neighbor-
hoods, by ordering takeout food from them 
through Saturday, January 23. Every two re-
ceipts submitted by January 27 will be entered 
into drawings for gift cards. Learn more by 
visiting tasteofward3.com. 

HDC’s impact in 2020—Watch a short 
YouTube slideshow of everything the High-
land District Council was able to accom-
plish in 2020 with the help of neighborhood 
volunteers and board members by visiting  
bit.ly/HDC2020inreview.

At Home in Highland—Fun Highland 
Park-related activities that can be done from 
home will be featured in upcoming editions 
of the HDC’s e-newsletter. Subscribe at bit.
ly/HDCenews. This month’s activity includes 
activities for enjoying winter. Get the list at  
bit.ly/HighlandWinterActivities. 

Highland Business of the Month—The 5 
Star Cafe in Sibley Plaza has been named the 
Highland Park Business of the Month for Feb-
ruary. The cafe is reopening soon at 2469 W. 
Seventh St. following a two-month renova-
tion project. Read an interview with the own-
er on the HDC’s website.

Upcoming meetings—Community En-
gagement Committee, 7 p.m. Monday, 
January 25; and board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, February 4. All HDC meetings are 
currently being conducted online via Zoom. 
Links to access the meetings are being posted 
on the HDC’s website.  

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Taste of Ward 3—The Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council, together with the 
Highland District Council and others, are 
encouraging people to support local restau-
rants. Those who order from Ward 3 restau-
rants through January 23 may submit photos 
of their receipts to be entered in a drawing for 
restaurant gift cards. Learn more by visiting 
tasteofward3.com.

Community Building Team—Formerly 
the Community Building Committee, the 
newly named CBT has changed its meet-
ing structure for 2021 to allow for more 
voices and informal participation. The CBT 
will meet quarterly, with the next meet-
ing scheduled for April 12. Smaller subgroup 
meetings relating to events and initiatives in 
the neighborhood will be held in between. 
To learn more, email mgcc@macgrove.
org or sign up to receive meeting notices at  
macgrove.org/participate.

Show your neighborhood pride—Locally 
designed Macalester-Groveland T-shirts can 
still be ordered online for home delivery. The 
shirts come in kiwi, heather indigo and dark 
heather in a variety of sizes. Visit macgrove.
org/tshirt.

Upcoming meetings—Transportation 
Committee on Monday, January 25; Housing 
and Land Use Committee on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 27; Inclusivity Task Force on Thursday, 
February 4; and board of directors on Thurs-
day, February 11. The meetings will be held 
virtually via Zoom beginning at 6:30 p.m. Sign 
up by visiting macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Summit Hill Plan—A Summit Hill Com-
prehensive Plan survey, which allows Sum-
mit Hill residents, business owners and visi-
tors to have a hand in shaping the future of 
the neighborhood, will be available on the 
Summit Hill Association’s website beginning 
the week of January 17. The plan is a compre-

hensive overview of every important aspect of 
Summit Hill, including housing and business 
regulations, zoning, parking, transportation, 
open areas and historic preservation. City of-
ficials will refer to the plan when making deci-
sions on such issues as zoning and land uses. 
People can keep abreast of the plan’s progress 
at summithillassociation.org/survey.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Helping the homeless—Numerous 
homeless camps have emerged across Union 
Park’s neighborhoods. The Union Park Dis-
trict Council is working to help ensure that 
homeless people have the resources they 
need. The Saint Paul Camps Hub (linktr.ee/
StpCampsHub) will connect people to differ-
ent sources for making donations. An Ama-
zon wish list (tinyurl.com/y6hj8wnf) has also 
been assembled for a Union Park encamp-
ment. People also may join Hamline-Midway 
Neighbors Helping Homeless Neighbors  
(tinyurl.com/yys3ur6p).

Upcoming online meetings—Envi-
ronment and Parks Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 20; Committee on Land 
Use and Development, 6:30 p.m. Friday, 
January 22; and Neighborhood Involvement 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, January 25. 
To access the Zoom meetings, email wako@
unionparkdc.org or click on the links at union-
parkdc.org/calendar.

COVID-19 resources—Union Park neigh-
bors who need assistance related to the coro-
navirus are invited to call the UPDC office, vis-
it its website or email info@unionparkdc.org.

Contact us—The public is invited to “like” 
the Union Park District Council on Facebook, 
follow it on Twitter at @UnionParkDC, and 
subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighborhood 
Matters,” by emailing info@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Board update—At its meeting on January 
11, the West Seventh/Fort Road Federation 
board of directors heard a request for support 
of changing a portion of the exterior mate-
rial of the Alvera apartments being built at 
337 W. Seventh St. from metal panels to an 
exterior insulation finishing system, or EIFS. 
The change of building materials is to allow 
for hand painting a mural on four sides of 
the building. The board also reviewed initial  
concepts for the mural.

Freedom House update—A second pub-
lic meeting has been scheduled for an update 
on Freedom House now that the day shelter 
for homeless people has begun operating 
out of Fire Station 51, 296 W. Seventh St. The 
virtual event will be held on  the evening of 
Tuesday, January 26. For the log-in link, visit  
fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

Upcoming virtual meetings—Commu-
nity Engagement and Outreach Committee, 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, January 21; Transpor-
tation and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 3; Joint Riverview Task 
Force, 6 p.m. Thursday, February 4; and board 
of directors, 7 p.m. Monday, February 8. Up-
dated agendas and links to the Zoom meet-
ings can be found by visiting fortroadfedera-
tion.org/calendar.

District Councils
Union Park

Macalester-
Groveland

Highland Park

Summit-
University

Summit Hill

West 7th

District  
councils in the  
Villager area
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police de-
partment reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—A robbery was reported on the 

1200 block of East Maynard Drive at 3:31 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 29.

Burglary—Commercial break-ins were re-
ported on the 1100 block of Rankin Street on 
December 24 and the 2000 block of West Sev-
enth Street on December 28.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 400 block of South Snelling Avenue on 
December 24, the 1800 block of Graham Av-
enue on December 25, the 1400 block of Ran-
dolph Avenue on December 25, the 800 block 
of Montreal Circle on December 31, the 2300 
block of Stewart Avenue on January 1, and the 
2000 block of Scheffer Avenue on January 6. 

—At least a dozen vehicles were stolen be-
tween Christmas Eve and New Year’s Day. 
The thefts were reported on the 800 block of 
South Cleveland Avenue on December 24; the 
1300 block of East Maynard Drive, 2300 block 
of West Seventh Street and 1700 block of Field 
Avenue on December 25; the 2000 block of 
Worcester Avenue, 1700 block of Field, 600 
block of South Snelling Avenue and 2300 
block of West Seventh on December 26; the 
1900 block of Montreal Avenue on December 
27; the 600 block of South Lexington Parkway 
on December 30; the 1500 block of Saint Paul 
Avenue on December 31; and the 2100 block of 
Benson Avenue on January 1.

Lexington-Hamline
Burglary—A commercial burglary was re-

ported on the 1300 block of University Avenue 
at 4:50 p.m. Monday, December 28.

—A residential break-in was reported on 
the 1200 block of Saint Anthony Avenue at 
2:12 a.m. Tuesday, January 5.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from a vehicle on 
the 1200 block of Dayton Avenue on Thurs-
day, December 31.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A robbery was reported on the 

1200 block of Saint Clair Avenue at 9:35 p.m. 
Saturday, January 2.

—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 
the 400 block of Brimhall Street at 12:42 p.m. 
Monday, January 4. 

Burglary—A residential break-in was re-
ported on the 2100 block of Princeton Avenue 
at 8:58 p.m. Saturday, December 26. 

—A commercial break-in was reported on 
the 300 block of South Snelling Avenue at 2:57 
a.m. Friday, January 1.

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1400 block of Stanford Avenue on Decem-
ber 25 and the 1400 block of Goodrich Avenue 
on December 26.

—One vehicle was reported stolen on the 
1500 block of Randolph Avenue on December 
27, and three vehicles were stolen on the 2000 
block of Fairmount Avenue on January 4-5.

Mendota Heights
Theft—Mail was reported stolen and a 

credit card was used to steal money from an 
account at 12:26 p.m. Wednesday, December 
30, on the 600 block of Fourth Avenue.

—Several items were reported stolen from a 
vehicle on the 1000 block of Douglas Road on 
Sunday, January 3. 

Miscellaneous—A police officer activated 
his squad car’s lights and siren in an attempt 

to stop a vehicle that was seen weaving on 
southbound I-35E near Highway 62 at 9:47 
p.m. Monday, January 4. The driver continued 
onto westbound I-494 and then southbound 
Highway 77, eventually ending up in Burns-
ville. A helicopter helped locate the vehicle 
and the driver was taken into custody.

Merriam Park
Robbery—Five University of Saint Thomas 

students were robbed at gunpoint by three 
suspects in black ski masks around 3 a.m. Sat-
urday, January 16, on Cretin Avenue between 
Selby and Dayton avenues, according to the 
school’s public safety officials. The students 
were walking when a vehicle pulled up next 
to them and the suspects got out, with one 
displaying a gun. The students were forced to 
turn over personal property. A single gunshot 
was fired into the air. The suspects drove off 
northbound on Cretin. None of the students 
was physically harmed and arrests were re-
portedly made regarding the incident.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 1800 block of Feronia Avenue on De-
cember 25, and the 1900 block of University  
Avenue on December 27. 

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-

ported on the 1500 block of University Avenue 
at 11:07 p.m. Saturday, January 2.

Summit Hill
Burglary—Garage burglaries were report-

ed on the 700 block of Osceola Avenue on De-
cember 24, and the 500 block of Lincoln Av-
enue on December 26. 

Theft—A vehicle was reported stolen on 
the 900 block of Fairmount Avenue on Tues-
day, December 29. 

Summit-University
Burglary—Burglaries were reported on the 

400 block of Holly Avenue on December 24,  
the 200 block of Fisk Street on December 29, 
the 500 block of Selby Avenue on January 4, 
and the 400 block of Dayton Avenue on Janu-
ary 5.

Theft—A vehicle was  reported stolen on 
the 300 block of Portland Avenue on Saturday, 
January 2.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on the 700 
block of Holly Avenue on December 31, the 
800 block of Laurel Avenue on January 1, the 
1000 block of Dayton Avenue on January 2, 
and the 700 block of Iglehart Avenue on Janu-
ary 5.

Assault—An aggravated assault with a 
dangerous weapon was reported on the 700 
block of Saint Anthony Avenue at 12:24 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 6. 

West End
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was re-

ported on the 500 block of Jefferson Avenue at 
11:16 a.m. Wednesday, December 30. 

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1100 block of West Seventh Street on De-
cember 27, the 800 block of Montreal Circle 
on December 27, and the 1000 block of Bayard 
Avenue on December 31.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 
1000 block of West Seventh Street on De-
cember 23, the 200 block of Wilkin Street on 
December 28, the 200 block of Duke Street 
on December 29, the 200 and 600 blocks of 
West Seventh on December 31, the 200 block 
of Duke on January 4, and on Douglas Street 
and Harrison Avenue on January 5.

Crime Report
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By Anne Murphy

Due to COVID-19, the 
Sundance Institute’s 
annual festival of 

independent films is being shown 
online this year from January 28 
through February 3. Six of the films 
will be screened at Minneapolis’ 
Riverview Theater through a 
partnership with the Saint Paul-
based organization FilmNorth.

FilmNorth, 550 N. Vandalia St., 
is one of 30 organizations serving 
as regional satellites to bring 
Sundance’s lineup of feature and 
short films to audiences across the 
United States. “Usually you’d have 
to go to Sundance to experience the 
festival,” said FilmNorth executive 
director Andrew Peterson, referring 
to the Utah resort where the film 
festival was founded by actor 
Robert Redford in 1981. 

FilmNorth will host the COVID-
safe screenings at Riverview, 3800 
42nd Ave. S. in Minneapolis (see 
story below). It has also organized 
four virtual panel discussions as 
part of the seven-day festival. 

“Minnesotan Lyle Mitchell 
Corbine Jr.’s debut feature film 
Wild Indian will be included 
in our in-person screenings at 
the Riverview,” Peterson said. 
“Corbine will be there to discuss 
the film. We’ll also present an 
online conversation with Lyle and 
Sundance programmer Adam 
Piron.

“FilmNorth has a long history 
of partnering with the Sundance 
Institute on workshops and 
seminars,” Peterson said. “We’ve 
done at least one seminar a year for 
the past eight years with Sundance 
senior staff and selected filmmakers 
visiting Saint Paul. We’ve also 
hosted screenings of Sundance 
films at the Walker Art Center.”

This year’s film festival “deepens 
the connection with Sundance,” 

said FilmNorth business director 
Bethany Gladhill, a resident of the 
Summit-University neighborhood. 
Gladhill and Peterson joined 
FilmNorth in 2012, and according to 
her, the 2021 Sundance partnership 
represents how far FilmNorth has 
come since then. 

“It was a very different 
organization (in 2012), one that 
was facing a lot of challenges,” 
Gladhill said. “Back then our name 
was IFP Minnesota and our tagline 
was ‘Find Your Voice.’ What that 
really meant was that we had to 
find our voice and become more 
relevant to our constituency while 
reaching out to more people and 
empowering them to tell their 
stories.

“As we did that, we found 
ourselves becoming more and 
more authentic, more true to 
ourselves and our original impetus 
from decades ago,” Gladhill said. 
“I think we thought that would 
make us hone and trim back our 
programming. Well, that hasn’t 
really worked. We do more now 
than ever before. We’re still serving 
mid-career and experienced 
filmmakers, but we’re reaching a 
much wider range of people now.”

“FilmNorth has grown a great 
deal over the past few years,” 
Peterson said. “Registrations for 
classes have increased dramatically. 
We’ve almost doubled the number 
of youth summer camps we offer. 
We’ve created new programs that 
target artists age 55 and older 
and those between age 19 and 24. 
Perhaps most important, we’ve 
seen our members experience 
unprecedented success with 
national awards, top-tier film 
festival selections and prestigious 
fellowships.” 

FilmNorth’s mission has helped 
it flourish even as COVID-19 
threatened and continues to 
threaten the viability of local 

arts organizations, according 
to Gladhill. “I’m the original 
Saint Paul girl,” she said. “Four 
generations of my family are Saint 
Paulites, and it’s deep in my blood. 
I love this city’s scrappiness, the 
way we dig deep to build what 
we need, and I think that matches 
FilmNorth’s vision. 

“When we look back over the last 
year, I think it’s the arts that have 
kept us alive, that have nurtured 
hope and spirit,” Gladhill said. “For 
a lot of us, that art has been film 
and media on the small screen. 
We’ve all learned a little more 
about what we value in that. So 
I hope FilmNorth can be an even 
bigger part of the city’s identity as 
we slowly emerge (from COVID) 
and come together.”

“Obviously, we’ve all struggled 
with COVID in ways that are both 
shared and unique,” Peterson said. 

“Our facility has been closed since 
March 12, 2020. Happily, we’re 
experts in media arts, so we were 
able to quickly transition all of our 
programs online. Attendance in 
our classes and youth programs 
has actually increased during this 
period, and our reach has expanded 
with students from Tennessee, 
Utah and even internationally. 

“Like all nonprofits in the 
state, we’ve taken financial hits 
due to COVID,” Peterson added. 
“But we’re proud of the way 
we’ve weathered this storm, 
even launching an Emergency 
Relief Fund for filmmakers and 
film crews, many of whom are 
independent contractors.”

All Sundance screenings at 
the Riverview will be in keeping 
with prescribed safety guidelines, 
according to Peterson, from mask 
wearing to social distancing. 

“Everything we’re doing is 
grounded in safety,” he said. “We’re 
prepared to cancel and refund 
tickets for any in-person event 
based on close communication 
with the city, the state, Sundance 
and the Riverview.” 

“We’re beyond thrilled that one 
of the films we’ll be showing at 
Riverview is Corbine’s Wild Indian,” 
Peterson said. “The filmmaker 
from Garrison is a past McKnight 
Media Arts Fellow, a fellowship 
administered by FilmNorth, so 
we’ve been actively engaged with 
Lyle’s career for years.

“I expect Wild Indian to be one 
of the great stories coming out of 
this year’s festival,” Peterson said. 
“It’s an amazing film. The entire 
team behind the film is top-notch 
and very well known, so the eyes of 
the industry will definitely be on it. 
Lyle has had two short films in past 
Sundance Film Festivals, which led 
to a Sundance Fellowship as well as 
financing for his debut feature film. 
You’ll be hearing a lot more from 
Lyle in the years to come.”

For more information about 
FilmNorth and the Sundance Film 
Festival, visit myfilmnorth.org and 
festival.sundance.org.

FilmNorth has partnered with the 
Sundance Film Festival to present six 
of the festival’s 72 independent feature 

films from January 28 through February 2 at 
the Riverview Theater, 3800 42nd Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis. The schedule includes:

Son of Monarchs by Alexis Gambis. About 
a biologist from New York who returns to his 
hometown in the monarch butterfly forests of 
Mexico and confronts traumas of his past. In 
English and Spanish with English subtitles. 8 
p.m. Thursday. 

How It Ends by Daryl Wein. About a 
woman who on the last day before the end 

of the world heads to a final party and runs 
into an eclectic cast of characters on the way. 
Starring Olivia Wilde, Helen Hunt, Zoe Lister-
Jones and Fred Armisen. 7:15 p.m. Friday.

Wild Indian by Minnesota writer-director 
Lyle Mitchell Corbine Jr. About two men 
who as boys covered up the savage murder 
of a schoolmate and meet up years later 
to confront how the secret has irrevocably 
shaped their lives. Chaske Spencer, Michael 
Greyeyes, Jesse Eisenberg and Kate Bosworth 
star. 7:15 p.m. Saturday. Followed by a Q&A 
with Corbine. 

The Blazing World by Carlson Young. 

Decades after the accidental drowning of her 
twin sister, a young woman returns to her 
family home and is drawn to an alternate 
dimension where her sister may still be alive. 
Starring Vinessa Shaw, Dermot Mulroney 
and Udo Kier. 6:30 p.m. Sunday.

Judas and the Black Messiah by Shaka 
King. FBI informant William O’Neal 
infiltrates the Illinois Black Panther Party led 
by the charismatic Fred Hampton and lives 
in fear of discovery. Starring Daniel Kaluuya, 
Lakeith Stanfield, Jesse Plemons, Dominique 
Fishback, Lil Rey Howery and Martin Sheen. 
8 p.m. Monday.

Writing With Fire by Rintu Thomas and 
Sushmit Ghosh. A documentary about India’s 
only women-run newspaper and its stories 
of police incompetence, caste and gender 
violence, injustice and intimidation. 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday.

Tickets to the screenings are $25. Seating is 
limited to 70 persons or 10 percent capacity.
Facemasks will be required. Concessions will 
not be available, and outside food will not be 
allowed. Visit myfilmnorth.org.

Sundance’s entire selection of films is 
being shown online from January 28 through 
February 3. Visit festival.sundance.org.

Six films in Sundance Fest will light up the silver screen at Riverview

Film North executive director Andrew Peterson stands outside the Riverview Theater in South Minneapolis where his organiza-
tion will be hosting six screenings of independent films as part of the 2021 Sundance Film Festival.  PhoTo by bRAd STAuFFeR

Our place in 
the Sundance
St. Paul’s FilmNorth serves 
as a regional satellite for 
celebrated indie film fest

“I expect Wild Indian to be one of the great 
stories coming out of this year’s festival,” 
Peterson said. “It’s an amazing film. The 

entire team behind the film is top-notch and 
very well known, so the eyes of the industry 

will definitely be on Wild Indian.”
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Film
Rock Camp: The Musical. Summer camp 
meets Spinal Tap in this documentary about 
a rock ’n’ roll fantasy camp where aspiring 
rock stars from around the world learn how 
to make music like their heroes. A cultural 
phenomenon since 1996, Rock Camp boasts 
a jaw-dropping staff that includes such 
luminaries as Roger Daltrey, Alice Cooper, 
Paul Stanley, Gene Simmons, Nancy Wilson, 
Jeff Beck, Joe Perry and Slash. The movie is 
available for streaming through January 28. 
Everyone who buys a ticket will be entered in 
a contest to win merchandise autographed 
by a few rock ’n’ roll legends. Tickets are $12. 
Visit soundunseen.com.

A five-week series of film noir will open 
with Stanley Kubrick’s early masterpiece, The 
Killing, at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, February 4, at 
the Heights Theater, 3951 Central Ave. NE. 
in Columbia Heights. Sterling Hayden stars 
in this 1956 film as a long-time crook who 
plans one last heist with a motley crew made 
up of a corrupt cop, a former pro wrestler, 
a bartender, a betting window teller and a 
loony sharpshooter. Tickets are $12. Masks 
are required. The auditorium is limited to 25 
percent capacity. Seats will be assigned for 
proper distancing between individual groups. 
For reservations, visit heightstheater.com.

Music
From salsa to rockabilly, a cappella orches-
tration to zydeco, the Ordway will offer five 
concerts online Fridays through Sundays 
from January 22 through February 21. 
Patrons can enjoy one concert each weekend 
or all five concerts on the same weekend. 
Tickets are pay-what-you-wish. Featured 
acts include Stray Cats founder and Bass 
Player Hall of Fame member Lee Rocker; the 
a cappella group Naturally 7; the bagpipes, 
guitars, keyboards and drums of the Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers; the 11-piece Williamsburg Salsa 
Orchestra; and MOJO and the Bayou Gypsies. 
For tickets, visit ordway.org. 

From the Cellebroederskapel in Maastricht 
in the Netherlands, Lyra Baroque Orchestra 
artistic director and harpsichordist Jacques 
Ogg will perform the music of 17th-century 
composers Philips, Frescobaldi, Froberger 
and Muffat in a recital live-streamed at 11 
a.m. Saturday, January 23. Tickets are $15, 
$5 for students. To register for the link, visit 
lyrabaroque.org. 

Four Minnesota artists of renown, harp 
guitarist Dan Schwartz, jazz guitarist Chris 
Olson, and finger-style guitarists Phil 
Heywood and Tim Sparks will perform in a 
Minnesota Guitar Society program at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, January 23, on the society’s 
YouTube channel. Each performer will 
present a solo set. Heywood and Sparks hope 
to do a set of duets as well. The concert is free, 
but donations are welcome. For reservations, 
visit mnguitar.org.

The Minnesota Orchestra continues its 
winter series of free concerts at 8 p.m. Friday, 

January 29, with a performance of Bach’s 
Concerto in C minor and Herbert’s Elegy: In 
Memoriam on television (TPT MN), radio 
(99.5 FM) and the internet (classicalmpr.org 
and minnesotaorchestra.org). Music director 
Osmo Vänskä will conduct the concert. 
Principal oboe John Snow and principal 
second violin Peter McGuire will be the 
featured soloists. 

“Get Grounded on Bach,” an all-Bach 
concert with two arias, a prelude, a cello 
suite and a chorale, will be presented online 
on January 29 and 30 by members of the 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra. Performers include 
Jacques Ogg, harpsichord and organ; Julie 
Elhard, bass viol and violone; Eva Lymenstull, 
cello and bass viol; Tulio Rondón, cello and 
piccolo cello; and Sara Thompson, bass and 
violone. Tickets for the Zoom concert are $10, 
$5 for students. To register for the link, visit 
lyrabaroque.org.

Theater
“Cold Terror,” chilling tales about human-
ity’s struggle against snow and ice, will be 
performed by the Mysterious Old Radio 
Listening Society in an online program at 
7:30 p.m. Monday, January 25. Presented in 
the style of a vintage radio broadcast with 
commercials, music and sound effects, “A 
Study in Wax” (1953) is a psychological 
thriller about two Canadian survey workers 
snowbound in a frigid wilderness, and 
“Northern Lights” tells of two scientists who 
discover the gateway to a frozen dimen sion. 
Shanan Custer, Joshua English Scrimshaw, 
Tim Uren and Eric Webster star. The live 
stream includes introductions and post-show 
discussions. Tickets are $15. For reservations, 
visit parksquaretheatre.org.

“Miniatures,” newly commissioned operas 
by Minnesota artists that run between 
8 and 10 minutes, will be streamed from 
February 5-19 by the Minnesota Opera. 
The collaborative effort will feature works 
by Kashimana Ahua and Khary Jackson, 
Ritika Ganguly and Roshan Ganu, Asoko 
Hirabayashi and Rebecca Nichloson, and 
Charlie McCarron and Oanh Vu. The program 
is free, though donations are welcome. To 
sign up for digital access, visit mnopera.org.

Books
Subtext Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will host 
free online readings and discussions with 
authors Charles Baxter and his novel, The Sun 
Collective, and Matthew Duffus and his book, 
Dunbar’s Folly and Other Stories, at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 20. To register for the 
link, visit subtextbooks.com.

Five poets will recite their verse in a virtual 
reading at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, January 21. 
The program is part of the monthly Bridges 
series hosted by Stan Kusonoki. The word-
smiths, who hail from both coasts as well 
as the Twin Cities, include Alan Walowitz, 
Betsy Mars, Brett Elizabeth Jenkins, Mikaela 
Pavlicek and Morgan Kerber-Folstrom. To 
receive a link for the Zoom program, visit 

nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Author Robert Mrazek will discuss his 
best-selling book, The Indomitable Florence 
Finch, from 10 a.m.-noon Sunday, January 
24, in an online program sponsored by 
Or Emet, the Minnesota congregation for 
humanistic Judaism. Mrazek is a former 
congress man from New York. Finch was 
a Filipino-American who served in the 
resistance against the Japanese occupation of 
the Philippines from 1942-44. She saved the 
lives of numerous prisoners of war before she 
was caught and imprisoned by the Japanese. 
She was rescued by American troops in 
1945. To register for the free program, email 
president@oremet.org.

Exhibits
Friends of Highland Arts is hanging the 
original works of local artists in the windows 
of Highland Park businesses now through 
February 19. A virtual opening reception 
for the exhibit, “Sending Hope for 2021,” 
is tentatively scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday, 
January 22. For more infor mation, visit 
friendsofhighlandarts.org. 

“Fire & Ice,” 78 works by regional artists 
inspired by the properties of the two 
disparate elements, are being displayed 
through February 28 at AZ Gallery, an artist 

cooperative at 308 Prince St. The gallery is 
open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays. Images of the art may also be seen 
at theazgallery.org.

With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions, 
several Twin Cities museums have reopened 
or will be reopening soon. The Minnesota 
History Center, 345 W. Kellogg Pkwy., is now 
open from Thursdays through Sundays but at 
limited capacity. Timed-entry tickets may be 
reserved by calling 651-259-3015 or visiting 
mnhs.org. The Bakken Museum of science, 
technology and the humanities, 3537 Zenith 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis, is now open from 
Tuesdays through Sundays. Reservations 
are required, and so are masks for ages 3 and 
older. For information, visit thebakken.org or 
call 612-926-3878. The Museum of Russian 
Art, 5500 Stevens Ave. S. in Minneapolis, is 
open daily. No reservations are necessary. 
For more information, visit tmora.org or call 
612-821-9045. The Minneapolis Institute of 
Art will reopen at limited capacity on January 
28. Timed tickets are required. They are free 
and may be reserved in advance beginning 
January 21 by visiting artsmia.org or calling 
612-870-3000. 

Family
The Children’s Museum of Minnesota, 
10 W. Seventh St., has reopened at limited 
capacity from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursdays 
through Sundays. Reservations are required. 
Masks are required for children ages 5 and 
older. Admission is $14.95. Visits are limited 
to two hours. Strollers are allowed, but 
elevator usage is limited. Patrons are invited 
to bring their own water bottles. Call 651-
225-6000 or visit mcm.org. 

Et cetera
The League of Women Voters Saint Paul 
will offer “Journalists’ Perspectives on the 
2020 Election” in a free online program 
from 7-8 p.m. Tuesday, January 26. Panelists 
include reporters Briana Biersch bach of 
the StarTribune, Hana Irkra muddin of the 
Minnesota Daily and Bill Salisbury formerly of 
the Saint Paul Pioneer Press. To register, visit 
lwvsp.org.

The Twin Cities Jewish Humor Festival, a 
weekend of laughter, human connection and 
joy, will be presented from January 28-31 by 
the Minnesota Jewish Community Center. 
The virtual festival opens at 7 p.m. Thursday 
with standup comedy from Israel featuring 
host Jonathan Gershberg and comedian Benji 
Lovitt. Queer Comedy Night starring Dana 
Eagle and guests Lisa Geduldig, Liz Stone and 
Geulah Finman may be watched at anytime 
on those days. So may the Night of Jewish 
Storytelling with Kim Kivens, Avi Aharoni, 
Galit Breen, Elise Cole, Suzanne Fenton, 
Gershberg, Jessi Kingston, Judy Victor, and 
Anthony and Haley Sisler-Neuman. An all-
fest pass is available for $18 at tcjhumorfest.
org. A workshop for teenagers in writing 
satire with Anthony Sisler-Neuman will be 
available at 2 p.m. Sunday for $5. For infor-
mation, call Robyn Awend at 952-381-3416.

‘A Hygge Holiday.’
Emme Martini, 18, rehearses on the aerial silks 
for Circus Juventas’ winter show, A Hygge Holiday, 
which will be presented live and in-person on Jan-
uary 28-31 under the big top at 1270 Montreal Ave. 
Advanced students of the circus school will play 
the part of uni cyc ling elves, daredevil lumberjacks 
and amazing acrobats. A host of precautions 
have been taken to ensure a COVID-safe environ-
ment. The 90,000 cubic feet of air in the big top 
is well-ventilated with HEPA filters and industrial 
fans. The audience will be limited to 250. Seats are 
socially dis tanced, and face masks are manda-
tory. High-touch areas will be cleaned between 
shows. Show times are 7 p.m. on Thurs day, Friday 
and Saturday and 1 p.m. on Sat ur day and Sunday. 
Tickets are $40, $30 for children ages 3-10. Visit 
ticketworks.com.  pHOTO by brAD STAuFFEr
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Colleges learning to 
cope during COVID

Playing any sport at any college level has always required 
sacrifices. However, to do so in 2021 requires more than 
just the time it takes to combine practice, travel on 

game days and schoolwork. Just ask Concordia-Saint Paul 
athletic director Regan McAthie. Every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 7 a.m., the Golden Bear basketball players and 
track and field athletes must check in to get COVID tests. The 
results so far have been good—no positives. 

Amanda Johnson’s women’s basketball players at 
Concordia have brushed off a preseason pick of seventh place 
in the conference by roaring out of the gate with sweeps over 
Minnesota-Crookston and Wayne State before heading into 
a home series last weekend against Augustana. The men’s 
team, under new head coach Neil Fletcher, are off to a 1-3 
start. The track and field teams were scheduled to start their 
indoor season last weekend.  

Women’s basketball played at home the first weekend and 
the men played at home the second. “A few NSIC games had 
to be moved, but everything went OK for us,” McAthie said. 
“It’s not convenient, but you do what you have to. The kids 
just want to play.” 

Just having some games to play is a bonus of sorts. As 
was the case at all local colleges, it was a very quiet fall at 
Concordia. The highly rated Golden Bear volleyball team was 
sidelined, along with the football, women’s soccer and cross-
country teams. The NSIC shut down all fall sports and has 
decided they won’t be pursued in the spring. If any football, 
volleyball or soccer games are played, it will be because the 
schools did it on their own.  

It took a while for the decision-makers to agree, but the 
MIAC has finally decided to play a truncated basketball and 
hockey schedule. Each school will have seven conference 
games, alternating on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Starting 
January 29, a school can schedule up to four nonconference 
games. No spectators will be allowed, and no MIAC 
postseason tournaments will be held. Presuming a school 
has played at least four conference games, the regular-season 
champ will be the league’s designated representative for any 
possible NCAA playoffs.  

Conference basketball games will start on February 6 and 
conclude a month later. The hockey season will start on the 
same date, with the final games on March 13. The University 
of Saint Thomas, now in its final year as an MIAC school, is on 
board for both sports. Saint Catherine opted out of basketball 
and hockey. Macalester, which does not compete in hockey, 
passed on basketball. 

Swimming and the indoor track and field meets will be 
left up to individual schools. There will be no conference 
postseason competition in those sports either. The league’s 
reticence to play any games wasn’t surprising. Several MIAC 
schools look at themselves as smaller Midwest versions of the 
Ivy League, which canceled its winter sports schedule two 
months ago. Around the same time, Carleton and Saint Olaf 
announced they wouldn’t participate in winter sports. 

The NCAA has indicated it still intends to have a 64-team 
Division III basketball tournament, with the semifinals and 
championship game set for Fort Wayne in mid-March. The 
bigger problem is likely to be finding schools that are willing 
to host regionals. As of now, there’s no word about any NCAA 
postseason activity for hockey, swimming or track and field.  

The league has issued an 18-page memo outlining what it 
will take just to play these games. The policy includes daily 
temperature checks for athletes as well as all appropriate 
COVID screening procedures. 

As for playing this spring, one longtime conference member 
described how difficult it is to arrive at a decision. “You have a 
hard time getting some of these folks to agree the sky is blue,” 
he said.

It’s been a juggling act for coaches to keep their players 
interested while waiting to find out if any games were going 
to be played. In addition to that issue, UST men’s hoop coach 
Johnny Tauer finds himself thinking ahead to next year when 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Dave Wright

High school boys’ hockey coaches 
usually expect their teams to be 
going full blast by mid-January. 

They normally are well into confer-
ence play while starting to gather infor-
mation on potential section foes. The  
COVID-19 pandemic threw a hip check 
into that this year. Games were not al-
lowed to start until January 14, and 
coaches and players were still adjusting 
to new protocols, such as mask wearing 
and when they can use the locker rooms. 

“The first couple of days were rough,” 
said Cretin-Derham Hall coach Matt 
Funk. “The kids had to adjust.” 

Saint Thomas Academy coach Trent 
Eigner agreed. “Technical adjustments 
had to be made, but the kids’ excitement 
to be back on the ice superseded every-
thing,” he said.

Coaches had to keep their teams fo-
cused on getting ready for the season 
when practices began on January 4 and 
ignore such things like the lawsuits be-
ing filed to free winter athletes from 
wearing masks. Funk described the rou-
tine for players this month as “School, 
practice, home. Rinse and repeat.” 

For coaches like Josh Hoekstra at 
Minnehaha Academy and Brian Mur-
phy at Saint Paul Academy, there was 
also the issue of mixing in players from 
other schools. Hoekstra has skaters 
from two other schools (DeLaSalle and 
North Saint Paul), while first-year coach 
Murphy has players from another four 
(Nova, Saint Agnes, Saint Croix Lutheran 
and Great River Academy). 

Highland Park-Central’s Brandon Fer-
raro, also a first-year coach, had a dif-
ferent problem. His team didn’t have 
a conference to play in this season and 
had to scramble at the last second to put 
a schedule together. 

Here’s a look at the local teams as the 
2021 season takes the ice: 

CretIn-Derham hall
league: Suburban East
last year’s record: 20-5-1
Coach: Matt Funk

Key players: junior goalie Marco Belak, 
sophomore defenseman Simon Houge, 
junior defenseman Zack Sondreal, junior 
forwards Drew Fisher and Jake Sondreal, 
and senior forward Chuck Altier.

Outlook: Matt Gleason, the Raiders’ top 
gun for the last couple of years, is now 
at Colorado College. However, coach 
Funk said Gleason’s legacy on the ice 
lives on with the current team, which 
was ranked eighth in the state in Class 
AA in a preseason poll. “The firepower is 
more spread out this year,” he said. “We 
should be able to play three lines consis-
tently.” What also helps was that several 
players got on the ice in October and No-
vember before the delayed start of win-
ter sports. Belak was terrific in goal last 
year for CDH.

henry sIbley
league: Metro East
last year’s record: 6-19-2
Coach: Ted Cheesebrough

Key players: senior goalie Keaton Wool-
sey, and senior defensemen Joe Booth 
and Aaron Marschinke.

Outlook: The Warriors graduated 
their top  goal scorers from last season. 
Cheesebrough is hoping sophomore for-
wards Casey Ball and Joe Shepherd can 
step up and lead the offense. Until more 
shooters are developed, defense is the 
name of the game for Sibley. Woolsey 
was a stalwart in goal last year, starting 
25 games and notching two shutouts. 
The Warriors look to build on their 5-2 
sectional win over Red Wing in 2020, 
their first postseason victory in five 
years. 

hIghlanD ParK-Central
league: Independent
last year’s record: 8-18-0
Coach: Brandon Ferraro

Key players: junior forwards Javier 
Hamlin and Sam Bell, senior defen-
seman Jack Malek, and senior goalie  
Caden Frahm.

Outlook: Ferraro takes over as head 
coach after running the JV team when 
the Scots revived its boys’ hockey  
program years ago. He garnered some 

Prep hockey previews
Boys adjust to season’s delayed start, safety protocols

Masks can’t hide girls’ excitement to be back on ice
By Bill Wagner

Despite the guidelines requir-
ing face coverings, limits on the 
number of spectators and other 

prescribed safety precautions due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, local high school 
girls’ hockey coaches say they and their 
players are doing their best as they are 
finally allowed to get back on the ice this 
month.

“Our kids are adjusting,” said Sibley/
Saint Paul Riveters coach Allie Duellman. 
“I think it’s going to be OK. We’ve had a 
whole lot of practice time already and 
we’re ready to go.”

Minnehaha United coach Dan Ber-
thiaume was a little bit more hesitant 
when talking about requiring players to 
wear masks during practices and games. 
“We can only hope that (the guidelines) 
change,” he said. “Some masks are hard 
to breathe through, period. It’s hard to 

catch your breath. Inhaling is especially 
difficult.”

Ellie Tabaka, who stepped up to lead 
Visitation this season after its head 
coach resigned due to COVID-related 
challenges, said it has been challeng-
ing. “But our girls are just excited to go 
out there and play,” she said. “Everyone 
is dealing with this, but I think we’re 
learning a lot.”

Here’s a look at the local girls’ hockey 
teams as they mask up for the 2021 season:

CretIn-Derham hall
league: Suburban East
last year’s record: 12-13-1
Coach: Tony Scheid

Key players: senior center Lexi Bonfe; 
senior forwards Erin Anfang, Ella Klein 
and Frances Staples; senior defender Lily 
Barrett; and junior forward Lily Geist. 

Outlook: The Raiders hope to crack 

into a top tier headed by Stillwater, For-
est Lake, Roseville and perhaps others, 
said new head coach Scheid, who won 
two Class AA state titles with Stillwater 
and has a 260-112-21 career coaching re-
cord. “We have a great senior nucleus,” 
he said. “We have a very strong skating 
team and we’re well-balanced.”

mInnehaha UnIteD
league: Independent Metro Athletic
last year’s record: 10-16
Coach: Dan Berthiaume

Key players: junior center Lucie Bond, 
and junior right wing Ava Wasserman. 

Outlook: The Minnehaha Academy co-
op now includes skaters from Saint Paul 
Academy, Providence Academy, DeLaS-
alle and Saint Agnes. There’s reason for 
optimism going into the season, coach 
Berthiaume said, even though his club 

Highland-Central senior defenseman Jackson Mitchell lifted two masks to stay hydrated dur-
ing a varsity boys’ hockey practice last week. PHoto By BraD Stauffer

wright call  c16

boys’ hockey preview  c16

girls’ hockey preview  c16



page 16 myVILLageR .com WeDNeSDay, JaNuaRy 20, 2021

will have to face perennially strong confer-
ence foes Blake and Breck, the latter of which 
was ranked first in the state in Class A in a pre-
season poll. “We have some good young play-
ers coming into our program,” Berthiaume 
said. Finishing with a .500 or better record 
would be quite an accomplishment, accord-
ing to him.

Sibley/SAiNT PAUl RiVeTeRS
league: Metro East
last year’s record: 4-22
Coach: Allie Duellman

Key players: junior forward Molly Shetka, ju-
nior defender Drew Kuretsky, junior forward 
Olivia Van Siclen and senior forward Miesse-
role Solbei Berg.

Outlook: The Riveters, which is a cooperative 
team with players from Henry Sibley and the 
Saint Paul Public Schools, know that they’ll 

probably have to measure their progress in-
crementally this season. Coach Duellman said 
that although the team is young, “we hope to 
get a couple more conference wins under our 
belt.”

ViSiTATiON
league: Independent
last year’s record: 13-14-1
Coach: Ellie Tabaka

Key players: junior forward Hannah Allen,  
junior goalie Cady Cadel and sophomore de-
fenseman Clare Olsen. 

Outlook: The Blazers will be a free-standing 
team this season after spending decades as a 
co-op with SPA as Saint Paul United. Tabaka, 
who previously coached JV girls’ hockey at 
her alma mater Tartan, said her squad looks 
forward to the experience. “They’re excited to 
represent a whole new team,” she said. “We’re 
just trying to figure out who we are and how 
to have some fun.”

his team will be playing Division I ball.  
There are a lot of private universities playing Division I 

basketball in major markets. Some of them—Marquette, 
Notre Dame and Villanova come to mind—are consistent 
contenders for national championships. Schools like Loyola 
and Dayton have made inroads on the national scene from 
time to time. On the flip side, there are schools like the 
University of Detroit and Southern California that are rarely 
heard from come tourney time.  

Looking for a role model from the above group in how 
to proceed is tricky because all of those programs have 
been around for decades. UST is making the rare jump 

from Division III to Division I. “How often do you get to do 
something that no one has ever done before?” Tauer asked. 
“That’s what we have here.” 

Thinking ahead, the Tommies didn’t bring in any freshmen 
this season. The current men’s basketball roster has two 
seniors, five juniors and six sophomores. Tauer’s task is to 
work for one last title while thinking ahead to 2021-22. Next 
year’s team will have several fresh faces, and some of this 
year’s group won’t make the cut. Decency requires helping 
those who won’t be around to find another place to play if 
they want to transfer.  

While thinking about that issue, Tauer and his staff are 
working on scheduling and complying with the COVID 
protocols that all Division I schools must follow. “COVID has 

changed scheduling,” Tauer said. “Games that were supposed 
to be played this year are now being set for next year.” 

Unlike football, basketball schedules are only set a year or 
two in advance. “Some of this year’s games weren’t set until 
the summer,” Tauer said. “It’s a different world.” 

However, all of that is small potatoes in the big picture. 
“We practiced in small groups for the first time the other 
day,” Tauer said. “We won’t be able to scrimmage in advance. 
Nothing is going to be perfect. The first games of the year are 
always rough anyway, but we’re just happy we’re getting a 
chance to play.”

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

top assistants, including Jimmy Funk. Though 
he has seen only a few players skate, Ferraro 
ran the Scots through a dry land program and 
said  about 40 skaters were expected for the 
first practice. He said it is a veteran team with 
“good, competitive kids.” Hamlin is the top 
scorer back.

MiNNehAhA ACAdeMy
league: Independent Metro Athletic
last year’s record: 4-22-0
Coach: Josh Hoekstra

Key players: senior forwards Connor Nelson, 
AJ Beugen and Rutger Hoekstra; junior goalie 
Patrick Anderson; and senior defensemen 

Connor Dworshak and Robert Provost.

Outlook: Nelson and Beugen each had 40-
plus points last winter and will lead an of-
fense that figures to be more productive this 
season. Anderson did the majority of the work 
last year in goal. It’s the second year of Minne-
haha, DeLaSalle and North Saint Paul playing 
together. “We’re deeper and more skilled than 
last year,” Hoekstra said, “but we need to stay 
healthy.”

SAiNT PAUl ACAdeMy
league: Independent Metro Athletic
last year’s record: 14-12-1
Coach: Brian Murphy

Key players:  senior defenseman Michael Ba-
gnoli, junior defenseman Judah Thomas, se-

nior forwards John Becker and William Scha-
vee, and sophomore forward George Peltier. 

Outlook: Coach Murphy started the season 
with a nice problem. More then 50 players 
tried out for this winter’s team, requiring him 
to make some cuts. Among the 10 returning 
players, Bagnoli and Becker each had more 
than 20 points, while Schavee and Peltier each 
scored nine goals. “We’re still getting used to 
each other. It’s a short season and it’ll take 
time to get acclimated,” Murphy said. “The 
goal is to play better by the end of the year.”

SAiNT ThOMAS ACAdeMy
league: Metro East
last year’s record: 19-10-2
Coach: Trent Eigner

Key players: senior forwards Jackson Hallum, 
Jared Wright and Tommy Deverell; and junior 
forwards Max Nagel and Tyler Grahme.

Outlook: Led by University of Michigan re-
cruit Hallum (an NHL draftee by the Vegas 
Golden Knights) and Colgate-bound Wright, 
the Cadets could be a handful to deal with 
offensively this year. “I expect us to create 
more chances,” coach Eigner said. Nine play-
ers return from last year’s team that shook off 
a slow start to win nine games in a row, in-
cluding a Class AA state quarterfinal victory. 
Eigner said the memory of the first half of last 
year is on the minds of his returning players. 
“There’s not a lot lost on these guys,” he said. 
Senior goalie Carsten Lardy recorded two 
shutouts last season. 

15b boys’ hockey preview

15b Girls’ hockey preview

Visitation’s 
Hannah 
Allen 
controls 
the puck 
alongside 
teammate 
Caroline 
Doran in 
their sea-
son opener 
on January 
14 against 
North Saint 
Paul/Tar-
tan.
PHoTo by
brAD STAuffer

15b wriGht call

By Bill Wagner

Late last year, Henry Sibley soft-
ball coach Jenny Carpenter and 
volleyball coach Katie Naugh-

ton had grown increasingly con-
cerned about the toll that COVID-19 
restrictions had taken on the mental 
well-being of the student-athletes 
they mentored at the high school. 

It was bad enough that the fall 
sports season was shortened. Then 
the winter season was put on hold 
until January, leaving a void in the 
lives of many students whose per-
sonal interaction with their peers had 
almost  slowed to a crawl. 

“It sucked,” both women said dur-
ing a recent telephone interview. 

As Carpenter pointed out, teenag-
ers can have myriad problems in their 
lives even without a global pandemic, 
which can multiply those problems 
several times over.

“Athletics was a huge lifeline for 
many of these girls. I felt a strong tug 
on my heart that it was time to take 
action,” Carpenter said. 

So she rolled up her sleeves and with the 
assistance of Naughton and other support-
ing staff at Sibley launched Daily Champions, 
a six-week, interactive program designed 
to teach simple, self-care habits that female 

athletes can use every day to strengthen 
their spirits while struggling with current  
challenges.  

The program was conducted remotely and 
was scheduled to run through mid-January 
when winter sports competitions were finally 
being allowed to begin. Still, Carpenter was 

optimistic that the Daily Champions format 
may continue beyond that.

Some 60 varsity girls signed up for the pro-
gram when it was introduced in December. 
Two sessions were held every Wednesday for 
about an hour each, once during the day and 
another in the evening.

The concept was pretty basic. Carpenter 
and Naughton were always available as fa-
cilitators and would check in on how the stu-
dents were doing, how school was going and 
if there was something they could do to help 
them get further assistance. 

Student-athletes were discouraged from 
using social media if it was not a positive ex-
perience. They also were asked to do an ex-
ercise in which they named three things that 
they were grateful for, along with three things 
that they would like to see come to pass. 

Participants were encouraged to create a 
journal of their experiences, using pen and 
paper instead of a computer. They also were 
asked to assess their own physical health and 
well-being, along with their hopes for helping 
their teams have successful seasons.

Some of the participants were more willing 
to open up with their concerns than others, 
but the general idea was that the kids and the 
coaches were all in the same boat. 

“We need to embrace the suck,” Carpenter 
said. “These weren’t therapy sessions, but it 
did get emotional—sometimes on both sides.

“We all have our own hearts,’’ she added. 

“We have to have empathy for others where 
we can, but you can’t ignore your own feel-
ings. This structure introduced them to habits 
that are easy to build into everyday life to help 
bring energy into their lives.”

Naughton said the pandemic took away 
the students’ social relationships and left 
them stuck at home. She felt the isolation of 
her volleyball players last fall when they were 
so happy merely to be able to hold practices 
again. “They’d say that it was the only inter-
action they had to lean on,” she said.

Sibley softball player Katie Lyford and bas-
ketball/softball player Anna Wilson both 
offered ringing endorsements of the Daily 
Champions program.

“It’s definitely been different,” said Wilson 
about the improvement in her mental outlook 
since the program began. “Before I felt that I 
couldn’t grow at all. But you know that there 
are other people out there who’ve struggled 
just like you have. I’ve decided that I’m just 
going to go out there and have fun.”

Lyford added, “It made me aware of not 
only the problems I’ve been having, but that 
there are other people who’ve had it worse 
than I have. It’s important that we work  
together through this.”

Both Naughton and Carpenter agreed that 
the program could potentially help other 
school districts keep up the spirits of their stu-
dents. “It’s not just our kids,” Carpenter said. 
“Everybody is going through this.”

Daily Champions helps Sibley athletes stay strong during pandemic

Henry Sibley softball coach Jenny Carpenter checks in with 
students during a Daily Champions session.
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CLASSIFIEDS

home improvement
*BATHROOM REMODELING*

Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
interior and exterior painting plus 
carpentry work. Contact Mike at 651-
917-2881 or email mikeproteampaint 
ingplus@gmail.com

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Resurface walls, 
floors. Remove concrete. Basements 
only. 763-607-3941.

home services    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff 
Moving. Reasonably priced. Licensed, 
insured. We sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

home services   
LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. 
#BC635082. Licensed/Insured. 
Snow and ice dam removal. Stop 
leaks. Roofing. Total Remodeling: 
Basements to Chimneys. 20% Senior 
Discount. BBB Listed, also Angie’s 
List. Free estimates. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

snoW/LAWn/LAnDscApe
THE BEST Residential Snow Removal 
Services. Seasonal contracts starting 
as low as $280/month. Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping. 651-227-2584 
or www.BluhmBrothers.com

SNOW REMOVAL. SEASONAL CLEAN-
UPS. GUTTER CLEANING. Lawn 
Service. Free estimates. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; www.LandscapesByScott.
com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect 
your roof. Ryan, 651-690-3956. 
PatesRoofing.com

ROOF SNOW and ice removal. 
GUTTER CLEANING. Licensed, insured; 
#BC126373. Burton’s Rain Gutter 
Service, 651-699-8900.

housecLeAning
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

For sALe
EVEREST DUAL Station Punching Bag 
Stand with 80# Heavybag/Everhide 
speed bag. Good condition. 651- 
202-1675.

WAnteD to buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, adver-
tising, beer memorabilia and more. 
651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

home improvement
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, 30+ 
years’ experience. 651-500-0980.

home improvement
*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*

Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All 
types roofing/gutters. Siding, win-
dows/skylights. Honesty and in-
tegrity for 50 years! Family owned, 
operated. Licensed, bonded, insured. 
#BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

home services   
WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free es-
timates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. 
Get it fixed right! Specializing in 
work for seniors. 651-208-5996. 
SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES by Merriam 
Park Painting. Small house projects 
done right! Sash cords, torn screens, 
sticking doors, pictures hung and 
more. 651-224-3660.

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. 
Installation, sand and refinish. Free 
estimates. 651-214-4959. In business 
since 2002.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair & 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 
or visit HohnandHohnRestoration.
com

snoW/LAWn/LAnDscApe  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul. 
OUTSTANDING SNOW SERVICE. 
Competitive rates. 30+ years.
Snowplowing, shoveling, haul-
ing, salting and deicing. Complete 
hardscaping/landscaping services.  
Free estimates. Licensed. Insured. 
References. phminc@frontier 
net.net or www.MurphysLawn 
AndLandscape.com

Classified & legal ads
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more info 

available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: February 3 . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: January 27

Continued page 18
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SERVICE DIRECTORY SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john 
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MuSIc INSTRucTION
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. Online lessons available. Gene 
Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO TuNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

hOME/hEALTh PROvIdER
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. 
Specializing in dementia, hospice. 
Certified. Insured. References. WE 
CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

MASSAGE ThERAPY
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE IN YOUR 
HOME BY A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. Call 
Heidi for consultation at 651- 
659-9527. Women only.

hELP WANTEd  
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in vio-
lation of the law. No attention to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, national origin, vet-
eran or disability status will be al-
lowed. Equal employment opportunity. 

hOuSEcLEANING

N I CC I  M A I D S .  Pro f e s s i o n a l 
Housecleaning Services. Bonded and 
insured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years in 
business. A rated on Angie’s List. Back 
to School specials. $25 off 1st clean-
ing. Gift Certificates. 651-225-1960. 
mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

cOMPuTER/INTERNET/Tv  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

OffIcE/PROOfREAdING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

WEB/GRAPhIc dESIGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and 
WORDPRESS DESIGN, development 
and maintenance. Graphic design of 
logos, flyers, invitations, newsletters, 
catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, reason-
able and local. 25+ years’ experience. 
For more details, text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

Continued

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M
LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

We service most makes 
and sell NEW!

SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website:  www.merriamparkrepair.com

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 
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Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow the

Villager
on Facebook.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

check out the
Service Directory 

online @
MyVillager.com

WINTER IS THE TIME!!
to prune oak, apple and most other trees and shrubs

651-699-7022 Certified 
Arborist www.rogertree.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORYing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. 1. List the exact assumed 
name under which the business is or 
will be conducted: La Garderie French 
Immersion Childcare 2. List the 
Principal Place of Business: 1319 
Minnehaha Ave W Saint Paul MN 
55104 USA 3. List the name and com-
plete street address of all persons 
conducting business under the above 
Assumed Name, OR if an entity, pro-
vide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Rachelle N 
Gasho; 1319 Minnehaha Ave W Saint 
Paul MN 55104 USA 4. I, the under-
signed, certify that I am signing this 
document as the person whose sig-
nature is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would be 
required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct and 
in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I un-
derstand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties of 
perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 
as if I had signed this document 
under oath. Date filed: December 28, 
2020. Signed by: Rachelle Gasho 
Mailing Address: 1319 Minnehaha Ave 
W Saint Paul MN 55104 Email for 
Official Notices: rachellepoubelle@
yahoo.fr

HELP WANTED
MOHS TAX SERVICE, 1771 Ford Parkway, 
St. Paul, is hiring for the upcoming tax 
season. Fax resume to 651-699-8638 
or call 612-721-2026.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

LARGE STUDIO on South Cleveland 
Avenue. 2 blocks to Village. On Bus. 
AC, assigned off-street parking, elec-
tric range, microwave. Large sliding 
door closets, carpet, storage closet & 
laundry. Controlled entrance. $895/
month plus electricity. Call 651- 
324-2573.

ROOM FOR RENT
ROOM FOR rent. Highland Park. 
Available now. Call Fred, 701- 
260-9969.

for rent - CoMMerCial
STUDIO/OFFICE space for rent in 
Merriam Park church. Ground floor. 
Secure Building. Access to copier. 250 
sq ft. $275/month. Expansion possi-
ble. Call Robert, 651-263-3468.

GaraGe/storaGe
Clean 2 car garage on Hamline in 
Highland Park. $200/month; Scott, 
651-428-0600.

lost & foUnd
LOST: SAMSUNG cell phone. Reward. 
Please message: bracking000@
gmail.com

leGal notiCes
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-

HageConcrete.com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

leGal notiCes

SUMMER IN THE CITIES ISSUE:
February 3  Action: January 28

To discuss your ad space, contact Gary at 651-699-1462
or gball@myvillager.com

In The
CITIes

W E L C O M E T O C A M P

Roof Top
SNoW & ice
ReMoVAL

Roger’s Tree Service
Roger Gatz

651699-7022
roger@rogertree.com

HELP
WANTED

Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for

 both employee and independent 
contractor positions.

Weekday and weekend routes available.
No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Brian Amundsen at
612-919-8626 or 651-487-1328

Independent Delivery Service
440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

click through
Villager Classifieds

at
MyVillager.com



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

CLAirE biSAnZ DiStAD
651-307-7260

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

GAry fAbEL
651-334-3659

HEnry EDELStEin
651-270-1667

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

kArEn kELJik
612-414-3245

SArAH kinnEy
651-282-9621

mikE JAmbor
612-889-9773

AnitA C. HiLL
651-707-6408

myA HonEyWELL
tHE HivE

651-329-3619

kriStA WoLtEr
612-247-5106

LoLLy mCnEELy
SALmEn

612-810-4138

PAtriCk rubLE
651-230-0903

PHiLiP m. WAHLbErG
651-336-2410

JoE ovErHAuG
651-338-2639

briAn WAGnEr, m.ED.
651-497-4387

miCHAELA tooHEy
651-253-6830

bryAn bEDESSEm
612-382-8415

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

tJ PiErrEt
651-755-6669

DAviD noyES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.  651-227-9144Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.  651-698-2481

Opportunities for All
Coldwell Banker embraces diversity and inclusion.

We are proud of the opportunities afforded to all and the  
positive impact this has had. If you’re interested in a career with 

a forward-thinking real estate company, contact us today!

 

Absolutely ChArming on PortlAnd!    
Beautiful 3BR/1.5BA home with hardwood 
floors, a lower level family room, and an updated, 
open kitchen! Just steps away from great walks 
on Summit and shopping/dining on Grand. 1075 
Portland Ave. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
miCHAelA tooHey 
PHiliP wAHlberG 
651-282-9617
$449,900

 S
ale
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g!

Condo living in CAthedrAl hill!    
This first floor condo features high ceilings, beautiful 
wdwrk, generous spaces, natural light and newly 
refinished hrdwd flrs. You’ll love the updated kitchen 
with plenty of cabinet space that 
opens to the formal dining room.
www.ArundelCondo.com

kristA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $289,900

ClAssiC north oAks home!    
This traditional two story home offers a main floor 
master suite, main floor den, gourmet kitchen 
with upscale appliances, and great room off the 
kitchen. Swimming pool, putting 
green and 6 car garage.
www.ClassicNorthOaks.com

kristA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $1,250,000

WAlkout rAmbler in north oAks!    
This one owner home features main floor living like 
no other and the best throughout with marble floor-
ing, walnut woodwork and cabinetry, high-end appli-
ances, in-floor heating, Creston 
Automation and an elevator!
www.NorthOaksPrivateEstate.com

kristA wolter 
612-247-5106 • $3,200,000

2159 CArroll Avenue!
Stately 2+ story home in prime Pill Hill loca-
tion! This home features impeccable wood-
work throughout and a beautifully updated 
kitchen along with over 2800+
sq. ft. above ground! Don’t miss
the large backyard and the 2 car
gar. This is a St. Paul gem!!

mike distAd 
612-275-1343 • $574,900

Considering selling in 2021?
The Spring market is in full swing!!! If you 
are thinking of selling, give me a call! We 
will put our experience to work for you! 
Private virtual or phone meet-
ings easily arranged! Let’s 
create a plan! 651-329-1264 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264

1400 summit  
Enchanting Gingerbread Tudor. 4BR’s, 5BA’s 
with formal and informal gathering areas. State 
of the art improvements and high end finishes 
include new boiler, furnace & central air, slate 
roof & copper gutters, and an incredible kitchen.
lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $1,200,000
morAGHAn derosiA
952-486-3697 • $1,200,000

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $2,275,000
morAGHAn derosiA
952-486-3697 • $2,275,000

ClArenCe Johnston designed CottAge!  
Sits atop the bluff at 34 Kenwood Parkway offering 
panoramic views & stately yet livable sun-drenched 
space completely renovated. Luxury finishes for 
4BR’s, 5BA’s, 7+car heated garage & dog run. 
Entertainment center & wine grotto.  Impeccable.

stunning!!!
902 Highview Circle S: Spacious 4 bed-
room custom designed townhome offer-
ing entertainment sized living and dining 
rooms, two king sized master
bedroom suites, family sized
kitchen. 6,242 finished sq. ft.    

         Jim burton
  651-690-8556 • $895,000

be on toP oF the World!
Truly grand 3BR, 5BA penthouse condo, offering over 
7400 sq. ft. of luxurious living plus walls of windows 
with treetop views. Family room with fireplace, fabu-
lous kitchen, lavish owner’s suite. 
Inground pool, 5-garage stalls+. 
1830 Eagle Ridge Dr #3010. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $350,000

eXPeCt to be envied!    
Discover perfect paradise, nestled on 1.64 acres of 
wooded splendor in Highland. Stunning 4BR, 5BA 
mid-century walk-out has been completely updat-
ed, and boasts amazing amenities 
including an indoor Sport Court, 
5-car! 2170 Lower St. Dennis Rd. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

tom edelstein Crs, Abr
651-695-4300 • $1,295,000

stunning Queen Anne viCtoriAn!   
Elegant home with many original fea-
tures! Custom kitchen with high-end appli-
ances. Private master suite with gorgeous 
new private bath. Carriage 
house, garage and lovely spa-
cious lot!  940 Portland Ave. 
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264 • $825,000
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