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Fifth grade students from Saint Dominic Academy with items they collected to donate to hospice patients and patients’ families at the An-
droscoggin Home Healthcare and Hospice in Auburn. (Photo courtesy of Portland Diocese)

St. Dom’s students extend mercy
to hospice patients in Lewiston

From Portland Diocese

LEWISTON - After learning about
hospice care from Dr. Shauna McElrath,
a specialist in palliative care for Central
Maine Healthcare, fifth graders at Saint
Dominic Academy lent a helping hand to
the mission of caring for people experienc-
ing advanced, life-limiting illnesses.

“Last year, we were able to have Dr.
McElrath come in and speak to the students
about what she does as a hospice doctor
and exactly what hospice does for its pa-
tients,” said Theresa Dufour, a fifth-grade
teacher at St. Dom’s.

It was a message that sank in and in-
spired the students to take up a collection
for the Androscoggin Home Healthcare
and Hospice, also in Lewiston.

“We have been collecting for hospice
during Catholic Schools Week,” said Jen
Poliquin, another fifth-grade teacher. “We
collect items such as lotion, toothpaste,
shaving cream, puzzles, games, and other

items.”

Discover Catholic Schools week take
place in November, while Celebrate Cath-
olic Schools Week took place from Jan. 31
to Feb. 6.

The large collection of items won’t
just offer comfort to patients. “We also col-
lect items for the family members of the pa-
tients that may be staying with their loved
ones during their final days,” said Dufour.

Androscoggin Home Healthcare and
Hospice is non-profit organization dedicat-
ed to enhancing quality of life by provid-
ing innovative and compassionate medical
care. Founded in 1966, it has grown into
Maine’s largest independent healthcare
organization providing health, hospice,
and care management services. Nobody is
turned away due to an inability to pay. To
learn about ways that you can join the fifth
graders in supporting the organization, visit
http://bitly.ws/bCnK

During the pandemic and despite the
challenges of adjusting to modified in-per-

Roman Electric, Heating & Cooling

We do it all under one roof!

Serving Central and Southern Maine

Residential - Commercial - Remodeling

No job too small = Free estimates
Fast response = Fully licensed and insured

Michael Roman = (207) 558-8380
RomanElectricHC@gmail.com

son instruction and distance learning, the
number of inspiring service projects at St.
Dom’s and all Maine Catholic Schools has
only grown.

“Saint Dominic Academy is more
than just a school. It is a community and
a family rooted in strong traditions like
service to those in need around us,” said
Alanna Stevenson, principal of the Lew-
iston campus. “I am blown away by the
ever-present support offered by our facul-
ty, staff, school families, and students. We
continue to find strength in the Lord and in
one another.”

Discover Catholic Schools Week will
take place next school year on Nov. 14-
Nov. 30, followed by Celebrate Catholic
Schools Week from Jan. 30-Feb. 5, 2022.

Saint Dominic Academy is a Catho-
lic, co-educational college preparatory day
school under the patronage of the Diocese
of Portland for students in grades Pre-K
through 12. The Academy has campuses in
Lewiston and Auburn.
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Libby steps back
from Senate
leadership

Sen. Nate Libby (D-Androscoggin), Maine
District 21, the City of Lewiston. (Photo
courtesy of Sen. Libby)

From Maine Legislature

AUGUSTA - Senate Majority Lead-
er Nate Libby (D-Lewiston) stepped down
from his Senate Democratic Leadership
position for the 130th Maine Legislature
on Monday.

Sen. Libby will continue to serve the
people of Lewiston in the Maine Senate,
and hold government programs account-
able as Senate Chair of the Government
Oversight Committee.

The news comes after Sen. Libby
was hired in December to serve as Pres-
ident of Community Concepts Finance
Corporation, where he will run the non-
profit’s business and residential lending,
homebuyer education and financial coun-
seling programs, and economic develop-
ment programs.

In response to the announcement,
Sen. Libby said, “Serving in legislative
leadership has been the greatest honor
of my professional life. The people who
make up the Senate Democratic Caucus,
both lawmakers and staff, are extraordi-
nary. Each person brings different experi-
ences and perspectives to the table, and our
state is better for it. The decision to step
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Newsmakers, Names & Faces
‘Teddy Roosevelt, Millie, and the Elegant Ride’

Phil Morse is the project manager for the restoration of the
Narcissus electric trolley on which a young farm girl from
Gray met Teddy Roosevelt. (Photo courtesy of USM LA Se-

nior College)

Jean Flahive will talk about a young farm girl from Gray
who meets Teddy Roosevelt on the Narcissus trolley, at a
Food for Thought Zoom session on Feb. 17. (Photo courtesy

of USM LA Senior College)

From USM LA Senior
College

LEWISTON - The
USM LA Senior College at
51 Westminster St. Lewis-
ton, will host its next Food
For Thought on Zoom at 4
p-m. on Feb. 17.

Jean Flahive and Phil
Morse will discuss “Teddy
Roosevelt, Millie, and the
Elegant Ride”.

Based on a true en-
counter, author Jean Fla-
hive tells of a young farm
girl from Gray who meets
Teddy Roosevelt, a pas-
senger on the Narcissus,
an electric trolley that once
ran between Lewiston and
Portland.

Today, the Narcis-
sus is being restored at the

Seashore Trolley Museum
in Kennebunkport. Phil
Morse is the project man-
ager of this restoration.
Jean and Phil will tell us
all the history including the
Lewiston connections.

To attend , email
laseniorcollege@gmail.
com by noon on February
16. Attendees will receive
an email with the Zoom
link on the morning of the
event.

Send all items for
Whats Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Checks and balances on emergency authority

From Maine Policy Inst.

PORTLAND, Maine
—Maine Policy Institute re-
cently released a new pol-
icy brief, “Scoring Emer-
gency Executive Power
in all 50 States”, which
studies the balance of pow-
er between the executive
and legislative branches in
relation to emergency dec-
larations.

The analysis deter-
mines the extent of legisla-
tive oversight and the pow-
ers delegated to the chief
executive, as well as the

process for initiating and
terminating an emergency
declaration in all 50 states.

Maine received a
score of 51 out of 100
points, landing in the mid-
dle of the pack in a tie for
22nd overall. This is be-
cause the governor has
the sole power to initiate
an emergency, while the
legislature may only termi-
nate it with a majority vote.
This is not the worst poli-
cy arrangement, but under
single-party rule, little in-
centive exists for legisla-
tors to hold the governor
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accountable.

“Due to the truly un-
precedented exercise of
emergency authority in re-
sponse to COVID-19 over
the last year, Americans
across the nation have wit-
nessed firsthand the broad
police powers entrusted to
their governors,” said Nick
Murray, policy analyst and
author of the report. “This
scorecard does not evalu-
ate each individual gover-
nor, but rather the statutory
checks on the chief execu-
tive’s power. Even during
emergencies, sound, con-
stitutional government re-
quires balance between the

co-equal branches.”
Kansas and South
Carolina outperform the
rest of the country because,
in both states, the gover-
nor must earn legislative
approval for an emergen-
cy declaration to continue
beyond the first 15 days.
Kansas scores 1st over-
all because the legislature
may only approve one 30-
day extension after the ini-
tial 15 days, and requires
a unanimous vote of the
State Finance Council for
successive extensions.
Among the
worst-ranking states are
Vermont, Arizona, Ohio

and Hawaii because they
grant their governors the
sole authority to determine
when and where an emer-
gency exists, and when it
ceases to exist. Vermont
ranks last among all 50
states because it also al-
lows certain emergency
executive orders to remain
in effect up to 180 days af-
ter the emergency has been
terminated.

Every state received
a numerical score between
1 and 20 across five cate-
gories for a total of 100
points. The five categories
examined in each jurisdic-
tion are: 1) the process for

initiating an emergency
declaration; 2) the process
for terminating an emer-
gency declaration; 3) time
limits on emergency decla-
rations; 4) whether a gov-
ernor’s powers persist after
official termination; and 5)
the ability of the governor
to alter statute or regula-
tions during the emergen-
cy.

High scores denote
the most stringent execu-
tive powers that allow for
the greatest accountabil-
ity from the legislative
branch. Low scores de-
note the weakest checks
on emergency authority.
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Cabin fever got you down?

Escape with Maine’s
most intriguing Hermit.

“Ryan is an excellent storyteller, and this

tale is as good as any novel, especially since
it's based on real people and real events.”
— Bill Bushnell, Bushnell on Books

“I can tell you it will not take you many days
to read, because you won't be able to put it
down. | wasn’t surprised when Hermit was
named a top pick for 2019 on a December
Maine Calling show on Maine Public Radio.”

— George Smith, Bangor Daily News
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JeffRyanAuthor.com.
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Newsmakers, Names & Faces
LHS graduate releases children’s book

‘If I Can’t Eat Flies, What Am I?’ is about food allergies

From Alicia Pfaff

PALMERTON, PA -
Millions of kids will soon
have a fun way to feel a
“tad bit” better about their
food allergies.

Alicia J. Pfaff, who
grew up in Maine and
graduated from Lewiston
High School in 1990, is
now a holistic health coach
in Palmerton, PA, and has
written a children’s picture
book that exposes the iden-

tity and belongingness is-
sues kids often experience
when diagnosed with food
allergies.

The story is high-
lighted with whimsical il-
lustrations painted by Pau-
la M. Zelienka.

“In some ways, the
timing of this release helps.
With the pandemic, most
are experiencing firsthand
what it feels like to be un-
sure of whether they should
interact or share food with

another person,” Pfaff
said. “Everyone is working
through the grief of miss-
ing important celebrations
with their loved ones and
friends—of feeling isolat-
ed. That will make it easier
for people to relate to kids
with food allergies and
their parents. They feel that
way often, and with no end
in sight.”

Pfaft said she knows
the heartbreak and anx-
iousness that goes along

with being a food allergy
parent. The book is based
on her son’s experiences
growing up with multiple
allergies to common foods
such as dairy, soy, and egg.
She hopes this story will
provide food allergy kids a
character to which they can
feel connected and learn
from.

Equally as important
to her is the desire to raise
awareness and compassion
in those who interact with

Marine Corps League monthly meeting Feb. 25

From Detachment 810

LEWISTON - Ma-
rine Corps League Cen-
tral Maine Detachment
810 will host its month-
ly meeting on Feb. 25 at

THE

the Lewiston Armory at
65 Central Ave. in
Lewiston.

All Marines, FMF
Corpsman and Navy Chap-
lains are invited to the
meeting, which starts at 6

p-m.

Anyone interested
in Marines Helping
Veterans is also invited to
attend.

Charlie Paul, Com-
mandant of the detach-
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ment, said the group is in
need of members, marines
as well as associate mem-
bers. He invites communi-
ty members to be part of an
outstanding service organi-
zation.

these kids and their fami-
lies.

“If I Can’t Eat Flies,
What Am 1?” follows Tad
the frog, who is allergic to
flies. He is convinced he
cannot be a frog anymore,
so he goes on a journey
to discover what else he
might be. His adventure
doesn’t go as planned, but
he learns some important
safety and life lessons. In
the end, he realizes that
he is not alone, and that he

Page 3

is not defined by what he

does or does not eat.
“Alicia has done an
amazing job here; I just
love the story! The writing
is wonderful, and so is the
art,” said Jennifer Rees, a
premier children’s book
editor at Reedsy, who has
worked on award-winning
and bestselling books, such
as The Hunger Games
and War Horse. “[Alicia]
tackles such a great and
See Book, page 11
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Ann Anderson and her knlttlng proj ject

By Rachel Morin

I met Ann Anderson
a couple of months ago at
her apartment at Schooner
Estates Retirement Com-
munity in Auburn.

I had heard about the
mammoth knitting project
she works on every year.
Ann usually completes
150 pairs of slippers by
December, or in a “good
year”, she completes 250
pairs! She sounded like an
interesting woman to meet.

We arranged a time
and Ann welcomed me into
her apartment to show me
the hand knit “pichous”,
the French-Canadian word
for slippers. They were
in all sizes, colors and
patterns, neatly arranged
in boxes so heavy, we
couldn’t lift them.

Ann is knitting for
families, from little tod-
dlers to preschoolers and
kindergarteners, from
grade schoolers through
high schoolers, for both
girls and boys, as well as
their parents. She thinks
of all of them as her peo-
ple as she knits away most
afternoons or whenever
she finds an hour or two to
keep her hands busy.

Ann and I spent a
pleasant afternoon review-
ing her memories of knit-
ting and other childhood
memories in Lexington,
Massachusetts. She was
an active child, not one to
sit idle, always wanting
to help. Her grandmother
took this opportunity to
teach her to knit. Ann was
a quick learner and never

Some of the “Pichous” (slippers) boxed for delivery to the
Jubilee Center at Trinity Church, Bates St. in Lewiston for
delivery to families in the Lewiston-Auburn area for the
Christmas Holidays who would benefit the most for the gifts.
(Rachel Morin Photo)

Ann Anderson poses with her adult size and medium size hand knit slippers she has knit
for families at the Jubilee Center at the Trinity Church on Bates St. in Lewiston. Slippers
of all sizes and colors for all ages, infants to grandparents were delivered to families who
benefitted from it the most during the Christmas Holidays. Ann has created these for the
past several years, numbering 150 pairs to 250 pairs in a “good year.” (Rachel Morin Photo)

Now the hard work begins! Ann will create tags for each
knitted pair of slippers, giving the sizes for toddlers, boy or

stopped knitting! She did
make time for volunteering
as a Girl Scout and also at
the Red Cross Blood Mo-
bile, which kept her busy.
She remembers a
time years ago, talking
with an Iceman who was
delivering ice blocks. As
he looked at her, he said, “I
remember you. You sang
to us Veterans when we
were patients at a Framing-
ham hospital.” Ann then

recalled she was in a girls
trio and they sang at hospi-
tals. She was surprised that
he remembered her.

Ann is happiest when
she is sitting in her easy
chair with a pair of knitting
needles in her hands with
yarn working its way into
a colorful pair of “pichous”
as she listens to her favorite
music. And sometimes she
thinks of who this pair will
go to? A little girl or per-
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girl, and up the scale from preschool, grade school, junior
high, and high school, to parents and grandparents. An iden-
tifying tag on every pair for easy distribution. Perhaps this is
the hardest and more time consuming task than the knitting.
(Rachel Morin Photo)

haps a tired mother eager
to slip them on at the end
of a hard day’s work on her

See Knitting, next page
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Knitting

Continued from previous page
feet all day. Maybe a father
not used to the luxury of a
hand knit soft covering for
his calloused feet, used to
rough work. And the cush-
iony feel on his feet as he
pads around the house.

Ann reminisces how
she used to knit for her
family growing up and
then branching out after
marrying, to her own chil-
dren and then to extended
family members. It fills her
with good feelings and sat-
isfaction to hear everyone
is pleased with her knitted
gifts.

Ann says she has a
good life and a caring and
attentive family. Her chil-
dren call her every evening
to check in on her and talk
about her day. She tells
me that she has a summer
home on Hogan Pond in
Oxford and how her grow-
ing-up family enjoyed their
summers there. And still

do, to this day.

When boxing the
handknit French “pichous”
for  transportation in
mid-December, Ann iden-
tifies each pair of slippers
with a tag noting toddler,
child, boy or girl, small,
medium, large, extra-large
size, and same for adult
sizes. The completed proj-
ect is transported to Trini-
ty Jubilee Center on Bates
St. in Lewiston. They
were delivered to families
who would most benefit
from these gifts during the
Christmas Holidays.

Ann reflects on her
life at Schooner. She is
pleased and happy with
everyone she has met. She
says “We are all so fortu-
nate and we should always
keep in mind how truly
fortunate we are.” Ann,
herself, is gracious, kind,
hospitable and has a wel-
coming smile for everyone.
She is happy because she
“has work to do.”
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Maine continues Guard support

From ME National
Guard

AUGUSTA - Approx-
imately 75 Maine National
Guardsmen will provide
support to the District of
Columbia National Guard
and federal agencies for the
next several weeks.

The majority of these
soldiers were not part of the
original 200 that supported

the inauguration, but trav-
elled to Washington at the
end of January as the orig-
inal group transited back
to Maine. Approximately
a dozen soldiers from the
original group volunteered
to remain on duty in the na-
tion’s capital.

“The request came in
from the National Guard
Bureau and we wanted to
continue to support while

also taking our members
personal and professional
lives into account,” said
Maj. Gen. Douglas Farn-
ham, Maine’s adjutant
general. “The first group
was informed their orders
would end near the end of
the month, so we put to-
gether another group of
volunteers for this extend-
ed mission. Strong employ-
er support is so critical to

what we do, so we did ev-
erything we could to honor
our original commitment to
that first wave’s employers
and families.”
Approximately 7,000
total National Guardsmen
were on duty in Washington
supporting federal agencies
through the end of January,
with that number coming
down to around 5,000 that
may remain into March.
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All 150 pairs of slippers were loaded into the Schooner ve-
hicle by Nancy Greenleaf, Schooner Transportation, and
Molly Elliot, Resident Services Associate, for delivery to the
Jubilee Center at the church on Bates St. in Lewiston. They
were delivered during the Christmas Holidays to the fami-
lies who would benefit from them the most. (Mark Prevost

Photo)
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people healthy and safe.

This is a time like no other in our lives as we navigate the most disruptive
challenge to our health and welfare. To support expert patient care from our frontline
clinical staff, we've established the AndroSTRONG Emergency Response Fund.

Donations will help to provide the equipment, supplies and specialized training
necessary for our staff to continue to address the home health care and hospice
needs of the communities we serve.

Give today: androscoggin.org/androstrong or contact
the Development Office at 207-795-9404

Androscoggin Home Healthcare + Hospice ¢ 15 Strawberry Ave. * 207.777.7740 » androscoggin.org
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Entertainment

Auburn’s monthly
Storywalk: Winterfest

From Auburn Rec Dept

AUBURN - The
City of Auburn has part-
nered with the Auburn
Public Library for a spe-
cial “Winterfest” theme for
this month’s Storywalk.

Each of the 8 displays
showcases winter-themed
books and will appeal to
viewers (and readers) of
all ages, from children to
adults.

To share an idea for
a future Storywalk, please
reach out to Sabrina Best,
Auburn Recreation Direc-
tor at sbest@auburnmaine.
gov or 333-6611.

In October of 2019,
the City of Auburn, in col-
laboration with LA Arts,
announced the comple-
tion of the delightful new
“Storywalk” project along

DIARY

BROWNIE
GROUNDHOG
WINTRY

| Liong Road
| Short Day .

One of the Storywalk display cases found between Festival
Plaza and Bonney Park in Auburn. Displays are changed
monthly by the Auburn Recreation Department. (Photo
courtesy of Auburn Rec)

LEWISTON, MAINE

SATURDAY'S §7.99 SPECIAL

2 Red Hot Dogs & Baked Beans
with coleslaw and cornbread

1967 Lisbon Street lBWitﬂﬂ, ME 207-777-6333 -- 207-177-6334
INDOOR SEATING - TAKE OUT Open Daily 11am - 9pm

Auburn’s beautiful River-
walk. The project includes
eight durable display cas-
es, which can be found
between Festival Plaza and
Bonney Park. They show-
case different “art and cul-
ture” pieces each month.

Residents and visitors
of all ages are encouraged
to take a monthly stroll
along the Riverwalk to
enjoy the displays, which
are changed monthly by
the Auburn Recreation De-
partment.

Send all
items for
Whats Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Essay contest
scholarship

From L-A Optimist Club

AUBURN - The
Lewiston-Auburn  Opti-
mist Club is sponsoring an
essay contest on the topic,
“Reaching your Dreams by
Choosing Optimism”.

The local club winner
will advance to the district
contest. A $2,500 college
scholarship prize will be
awarded to the district win-
ner.

This contest is in-
tended to young people
the opportunity to develop
their writing skills and ex-

press their personal opin-
ions about the world they
live in.

Applicants have been
under the age of 19 as of
Oct 1, 2020 and attending
school in the United States.

Contest rules and reg-
ulations are available on
line at www.optimist .org,
or by contacting the Opti-
mist Club. Contest essays
are due to the L-A Optimist
Club by Feb. 12, 2021.

For an application
and set of rules, contact
any member or call (207)
783 5269.

Follow us on
Facebook!

Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!
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The Power of an Alter Ego

Food For Thought program

From USM Sr. College

LEWISTON - The
USM LAC Senior Col-
lege, 51 Westminster St.
Lewiston, ME, Food For
Thought program, will
present the award winning
writer and performer Su-
san Poulin, on Zoom, at 3
p-m. on Sunday, Feb. 28.

Best known as her al-
ter-ego, Ida, Poulin is often
called the funniest woman
in Maine. In this humorous

SUBWAY

and engaging talk, Poulin
will reveal the inspiration
for Ida, and what has kept
their relationship fresh af-
ter 25 years, six plays, two
books, and twelve years of
weekly blogs.

She will also examine
the lessons she’s learned
from Ida, and what having
an alter-ego has taught her
about writing, life, and the
healing power of laughter.

Poulin was selected
by Portland Magazine as

one of the “Ten Most In-
triguing People in Maine
«|

In May 2019, during
a joint session of the
Maine State Legislature,
she was inducted into the
Franco-American Hall of
Fame honoring her body
of work and promotion of
Franco-American cultural
identity.

She continues to be a
leader in bringing a female
voice to New England sto-

rytelling and humor, and
sharing the healing power
of laughter with audiences
statewide and beyond.

To attend this ses-
sion, email laseniorcol-
lege@gmail.com by noon
on Feb. 27. Please include
your name and the name of
the presentation in which
you would like to partici-
pate. The morning of the
event, participants will

receive a Zoom link via
email.

Deliver.

Page 7

Best known as her alter-ego, Ida, Sarah Poulin will be fea-
tured on a virtual Food For Thought program sponsored by
the LAC Senior College on Feb. 28. (Photo by Kevin Bennett)

Not all delivery services available at every restaurant. Aau chips-related trademarks are owned by Frito-
Lay North America, Inc. 22020. Subway® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP LLC. 22020 Subway IP LLC.
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Guest Column

Resources to get through winter

By Sen. Ned Claxton

Although we’re well
into the month of February
and many of us are dream-
ing of warmer days, I know
that we still have a couple
months of cold weather
ahead of us.

That’s why I wanted
to make sure folks are aware
of some of the resources that
are available in the com-
munity. This year, with the
isolation many are facing,
combined with the pandem-
ic’s devastating economic
impacts, it’s especially im-
portant that everyone can
access help if they need it.
Thankfully for us, there are
some great organizations
here in Maine that are ready
to assist.

The most important
part to making sure folks
are safe during the winter
is that they can heat their
home. Because of the pan-
demic, a lot of people are
being forced to stretch ev-
ery dollar even further than
usual. No matter what your
situation is, if you need help
paying to heat your home,
please do not wait to ask for
assistance. There is a pro-
gram specifically designed
for this purpose. It’s called
the Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (HEAP), and
it is federally funded but
run through local agencies
right here in Maine. Our
local agency in Androscog-

gin County is Community
Concepts, and they can be
reached at 1-800-866-5588.
In addition to the HEAP
program, Community Con-
cepts also offers the Cen-
tral Heating Improvement
Program (CHIP), which can
provide grants to clean, re-
pair or replace central heat-
ing systems for qualifying
households.

If you have been try-
ing to get service from a
fuel provider but haven’t re-
ceived a response, you can
call the consumer mediation
line in the Maine Attorney
General’s office. This free
helpline helps Mainers to
settle disputes between con-
sumers and businesses. You
can reach them by phone at
626-8849 or send them an
email at consumer.media-
tion@maine.gov.

Maine Emergen-
cy Management Agency
(MEMA) also offers use-
ful tips on staying prepared
for winter weather and be-
ing conscious of potential
hazards at home. Topics
include generator use, al-
ternative heating sources
and carbon monoxide safe-
ty. You can read their tips
at www.maine.gov/mema/
maine-prepares/home-pre-
paredness or call them at
800-452-8735.

For any other resource
you might want to learn
about, you can always reach
out to 211 Maine. This is a

Sen. Ned Claxton (D-Androscoggin), Maine District 20, Au-
burn, Mechanic Falls, Minot, New Gloucester, and Poland
(Photo courtesy of Sen. Claxton)

service run by the United
Way in partnership with
the Maine Department of
Health and Human Ser-
vices. It connects folks who
have questions with the an-
swers they need. No matter
what issue or question you
might have, 211 can direct
you to the proper resource
or give you answers right on
the spot. You can visit their
website at 211maine.org,
call them by dialing 2-1-1,
or send them an email at in-
fo@211maine.org.

This is not an all-in-
clusive list of the resources
available to us, but I hope
you have found it helpful as
we work our way through

Sealcoating * Hot Rubber Crack Filling
New Installations ¢ Concrete
Reclaimed Asphalt * Loam

Roadmark Industries

Mike Willett » 143 Pleasant Street ® Auburn

(207) 240-5535

the rest of the winter. In the
meantime, don’t hesitate to
reach out to me if I can help
you or your family. You can
send me an email at Ned.
Claxton@legislature.maine.
gov or call my office at 287-
1515. Please be well and
stay safe.

Sen.  Ned Claxton
(D-Androscoggin) rep-
resents Maine Senate Dis-
trict 20, which includes
Auburn, Mechanic Falls,
Minot, New Gloucester, and
Poland.
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Local students on
Deans’ lists

Several local students
received Dean’s List hon-
ors at colleges across the
US for the Fall 2020 se-
mester.

Fairfield University
Dean’s List

FAIRFIELD, CT -
Eisa Lee of Lewiston was
named to the Dean’s List
at Fairfield University in
Fairfield, CT, for the Fall
2020 semester.

In order to be placed
on the Dean’s List at Fair-
field U, students must have
completed a minimum of
12 credit hours in a semes-
ter, have no outstanding or
incomplete grades for that
semester, and have attained
a semester grade point av-
erage of 3.50 or better.

Whitman College
academic distinction

WALLA  WALLA,
WA - Lewiston native
Nasser Guelleh, a graduate
of Lewiston High School,
earned academic distinc-
tion for the most recent se-
mester at Whitman College
in Washington state.

This recognition is
given to students who
have completed a mini-
mum of 12 credits, passed

all credits attempted, and
have earned a grade-point
average of 3.5 or higher on
no fewer than nine graded
credits during the semester.

Situated within the
rich and complex land-
scape and history of the
Walla Walla Valley, Whit-
man College provides a
rigorous liberal arts ed-
ucation of the highest
quality to passionate and
engaged students from di-
verse backgrounds. Whit-
man students develop their
intellectual and creative
capacities in a supportive
scholarly community that
prioritizes student learn-
ing within and beyond our
classrooms. Student are
helped in translating their
deep local, regional, and
global experiences into
ethical and meaningful
lives of purpose.

Endicott College
Dean’s List

BEVERLY, MA
- Zachary Gagne of Au-
burn, majoring in Interna-
tional Studies, and Shan-
non O’Malley of Lewiston,
majoring in Exercise Sci-
ence, were named to the
Dean’s List at Endicott

See Dean’s List, page 11

Paul Edward Baribault
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Is the worry about what comes after this life weighing you down? Whatever your faith,
or if it is absent, you’re a child of God - and ultimately
Heaven is your home.
A new work by Lewiston playwright and Children’s book author, Paul Baribault

“At its center, this book is about the soul s climb toward Enlightenment,
and how the Earth is a Schoolroom, not a courtroom, in our journey.”

Available on Amazon and @ www.Ourbrillianteternity.com

“The prose is inspired — and inspiring — glowing with inner radiance and kindness.”
“I felt such a sense of hope when I finished this book.” From Amazon reviews.
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CCU helps residents
with emergency funds

Asset
with

Ogden,
Specialist
Community Credit Union,

Kayleigh
Quality

thanks Jim Grimmel of
Grimmel’s Auto Service on
Lisbon Street in Lewiston
for providing repair services
to automobile owners who
received emergency fund
grants from the credit union
under the national Commu-
nity Development Financial
Institution program. (Photo
courtesy of CCU)

From CCU

LEWISTON - Com-

munity  Credit  Union
became a Community
Development ~ Financial

Institution (CDFI) in 2020
and was also approved for
its first Community De-
velopment Block Grant
(CDBG) from the City of
Lewiston.

Nearly $15,000 was
allocated to the credit
union for the emergency
fund program.

The credit union
worked with its existing
membership, as well as
through referrals from
community partners, to
provide support during
emergencies. The pro-
gram provided a one-time

emergency fund grant,
matched with a voluntary
credit builder/savings loan
to assist these individuals
with preparing for the next
emergency that might arise
in their lives.

Every individual
who received an emergen-
cy fund grant through this
program was provided the
opportunity to have the
credit builder/savings loan
if they chose.

Kayleigh Ogden,
Asset Quality Specialist,
primarily worked with
the members in approving
and disbursing emergen-
cy funds in this program.
“I was very lucky to have
been able to work so close-
ly with our community
on granting them aide to
help them with emergency
costs,” she said. “We were
able to help 29 families
heat their homes, restore
electricity, and repair their
vehicles. This help made
such a difference and see-
ing the worry leave their
face upon receiving the
grant money is one of the
most rewarding experi-
ences that [ am thankful to
have been a part of.”

Small business has
been impacted greatly in
this pandemic. A result of
this CDBG program with
the City of Lewiston was
the strengthening of rela-
tionships with local busi-
nesses, such as Grimmel’s
Auto Service on Lisbon
Street in Lewiston. Many
grant recipients needed the
funds to repair their auto
so they could maintain re-
liable transportation, and
having a local partner to

provide quality work was
key.

The credit union in-
tends to apply for addition-
al CDBG opportunities in
the future to continue sup-
porting community mem-
bers who are navigating
difficult financial times.

While the national
CDFI Fund does not make
loans directly to individ-
uals - nor does it directly
finance specific projects -
the CDFI Fund provides fi-
nancing to CDFIs through-
out the country that, in
turn, provide financing to
individuals.

Community  Credit
Union is a member-owned,
full service financial insti-
tution that has been serving
its members and all of An-
droscoggin County for 75
years. The credit union has
a low-income designation
from the National Credit
Union Association, and is
certified as a Community
Development Financial In-
stitution.

Community  Cred-
it Union has branches at
144 Pine Street, Lewiston,
40 Stanley Street, Auburn
and 1025 Auburn Road in
Turner serving approxi-
mately 10,000 members.

For more informa-
tion, log onto www.com-
munitycreditunion.com.

Send all
items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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VIRTUAL
VALENTINE

Just $20 for
Dad and Daughter!

207-782-3200
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Join us for the First Ever VIRTUAL
Father-Daughter Valentine Ball

February 13
6:00 - 7:00 pm
Streaming Live!

Music & Dancing
Party Packs
Raffle Baskets
Favors & Goodies
Social Sharing
Art Contest
Decorations

And MORE!
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Nursing Endowment
Scholarship created

From Androscoggin

LEWISTON - Andro-
scoggin Home Healthcare
+ Hospice (Androscoggin)
recently announced the
creation of the Julie Shack-
ley Memorial Scholarship
Endowment for Nursing
Education, for Androscog-
gin employees who wish
to pursue or advance their
professional education in
nursing.

Two applicants will
be awarded each year.
Scholarship amounts will
be $2,000 each, distributed
$1,000 per semester.

The nursing schol-
arship is named in memo-
ry of Julie Shackley, RN,
MSN, who served as the
President and CEO at An-
droscoggin from 2005 to
2016. She died last year
after a long illness.

A clinician at heart,
Shackley spent many years
caring for patients, prac-
ticing primarily in home
health care and hospice,
and was a catalyst for
the first Hospice House
in Maine. She received a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Nursing in 1980, and
earned a Master’s of Sci-
ence in Nursing in 1997,
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An educational scholarship for Androscoggin Home Health-

care + Hospice employees was recently created in memory
of former Androscoggin President and CEO Julie Shackley,
seen here in a photograph from several years ago, who died
last year after a long illness. (Photo courtesy of Androscog-

gin)

both at the University of
Southern Maine.

She was an advocate
for quality and profes-
sional development and
worked for several years at
Androscoggin as the super-
visor of Staff Development
before ascending to execu-
tive leadership.

Current Androscog-
gin President and CEO,
Kenneth Albert, RN, Esq.
said, “The endowment
scholarship honors Julie
Shackley’s commitment to

the nursing profession. It
further honors the educa-
tion and skill necessary to
provide high quality health
care at home.”
Androscoggin Home
Healthcare and Hospice
is the largest, non-profit
independent home health
and hospice organization
in the state. It has been rec-
ognized as one of the Best
Places to Work in Maine
since 2006. To learn more
about Androscoggin, visit
www.androcoggin.org

Johnson joins CMH as
director of philanthropy

From CMH

LEWISTON - Kara
Aleixo Johnson, JD, has
joined Central Maine
Healthcare as system di-
rector of philanthropy.

In this leadership
role, Johnson is responsi-
ble for the planning and
implementation of all fund-
raising efforts for Central
Maine Healthcare, includ-
ing a portfolio of major
gift prospects and donors,
and building broad-based
private support for annual

giving, endowments and
capital projects.

“We’re thrilled to
have Kara on board at
Central Maine Healthcare
in this time of growth and
as we are building our
state-of-the-art Cancer
Care Center. She’s had
great success in leading
fundraising efforts and
brings deep experience
in business development
and strategic planning to
the role,” said Jeffrey L.
Brickman, FACHE, pres-

See Johnson, page 11

r—

Kara Johnson, JD, recently
took on the role of system di-
rector of philanthropy with
Central Maine Healthcare
in Lewiston. (Photo courtesy
of CMH)

Maine’s Modular
Home Specialist

We Do It All Co.

Electrical = Heating = A/C = Structural Restoration = Gutters
Siding = Additions = Roofing - Remodeling = Baths = Kitchens
Siding = Gutters = Windows & Doors = Flooring = Painting

Fast response = Fully licensed and insured

Michael Roman (207) 558-8378
WeDoltAllHomes@gmail.com
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From Office of Treasurer

AUGUSTA - Maine
State Treasurer Henry Beck
last week announced that
the interest rate charged on
delinquent property tax-
es will be reduced to the
lowest level on record in
consideration of economic
challenges associated with
COVIDI19.

For taxable year
2021, the maximum inter-
est rate that a municipality
may charge for delinquent
property taxes is no more
than 6%, according to the
State of Maine Office of
the Treasurer.

Beck is declining an

additional 3% penalty to
the range, as is routine and
allowed by Maine law.

Municipalities may
vote to determine the rate
of interest that shall apply
to taxes that become de-
linquent during a taxable
year until those taxes are
paid in full. Given this is a
reduction of more than two
points from 2020’s rate of
8%, municipalities may
add up to two percentage
points to the low end of the
range, for a maximum of
6%. 4-6% is the lowest rate
according to records dating
back to 1991.

Beck said, “We make
this reduction on the in-

terest rate for delinquent
property taxes in consider-
ation of the economic chal-
lenges faced by Mainers
during the COVID19 pan-
demic. Property owners
should make every effort
to pay property tax bills
to fund vital local services
but at this time of econom-
ic stress it is not wise to
add unnecessary penalties
on late property tax pay-
ments. Mainers are worried
about keeping their homes
and paying other bills. Last
year, some Maine munici-
palities opted not to charge
the allowed maximum and
this option remains.”

The maximum rate of

interest that can be charged
is governed by Title 36
M.R.S. Section 505(4):
“The maximum rate
of interest must be estab-
lished by the Treasurer of
State and may not exceed
the prime rate as published
in the Wall Street Journal
on the first business day of
the calendar year, round-
ed up to the next whole
percent plus 3 percentage
points. The Treasurer of
State shall post that rate of
interest on the Treasurer
of State’s publicly acces-
sible website on or before
January 20th of each year.
The interest must be added
to and become part of the

Thursday, February 11,2021

Record low rate on delinquent property taxes

taxes.”

According to Title 36
M.R.S. Section 505(4-A),
municipalities may add an
additional two points to the
rate:

“For any tax year for
which the maximum inter-
est rate established by the
Treasurer of State under
subsection 4 is 2 percent-
age points or more lower
than the maximum rate es-
tablished by the Treasurer
of State for the previous
tax year, the municipality
may adopt an interest rate
that is up to 2 percentage
points over the rate estab-
lished by the Treasurer of
State for the tax year under

subsection 4.”

The Office of the
State Treasurer provides
state agencies with efficient
banking and financial ser-
vices, which include rev-
enue collection, payment
issuance, reconciliation,
and trust management. The
Office also manages state
investments and debt pay-
ments and issuance, ensur-
ing that bonds authorized
by voters are efficiently
sold in the marketplace to
provide funding for capital
projects statewide. Over
$200 million in unclaimed
funds for Maine residents
are managed by the Office
of the Treasurer.

USDA suspends farm loan debt collections

From USDA

WASHINGTON
D.C. - Due to the national
public health emergency
caused by coronavirus dis-
ease 2019 (COVID-19),
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture recently sus-
pended past-due debt col-
lections and foreclosures.
for distressed bor-
rowers under the Farm
Storage Facility Loan and
the Direct Farm Loan pro-
grams administered by
the Farm Service Agency
(FSA), the USDA will tem-
porarily suspend non-judi-
cial foreclosures, debt off-
sets or wage garnishments,
and referring foreclosures
to the Department of Jus-
tice; and USDA will work
with the U.S. Attorney’s

Office to stop judicial fore-
closures and evictions on
accounts that were previ-
ously referred to the De-
partment of Justice.

Additionally, USDA
has extended deadlines for
producers to respond to
loan servicing actions, in-
cluding loan deferral con-
sideration for financially
distressed and delinquent
borrowers. In addition,
for the Guaranteed Loan
program, flexibilities have
been made available to
lenders to assist in servic-
ing their customers.

The announcement
by USDA expands previ-
ous actions undertaken by
the Department to lessen
financial hardship. Accord-
ing to USDA data, more
than 12,000 borrowers—

approximately 10% of all
borrowers—are eligible for
the relief announced today.
Overall, FSA lends to more
than 129,000 farmers,
ranchers and producers.
“USDA  and the
Biden Administration are
committed to bringing re-
lief and support to farmers,
ranchers and producers of
all backgrounds and finan-
cial status, including by
ensuring producers have
access to temporary debt
relief,” said Robert Bonnie,
Deputy Chief of Staff, Of-
fice of the Secretary. “Not
only is USDA suspending
the pipeline of adverse ac-
tions that can lead to fore-
closure and debt collection,
we are also working with
the Departments of Jus-
tice and Treasury to sus-

Non-profits may apply for

From Northeast CU

PORTSMOUTH, NH
— Local nonprofit organi-
zations serving communi-
ties in New Hampshire and
Maine once again have an
opportunity to apply for
grants through Northeast

Credit Union’s Love Your
Community Awards.
Launched in 2020,
the Love Your Community
Awards initiative is part of
Northeast Credit Union’s
region-wide Love Your
Community Project, which
aims to encourage people

to practice kindness in their
everyday lives. Last year,
Northeast Credit Union do-
nated a total of $120,000
across 60 organizations
through the Love Your
Community Awards initia-
tive, and Northeast Credit
Union has committed to

pend any actions already
referred to the applicable
Agency. Additionally, we
are evaluating ways to im-
prove and address farm re-
lated debt with the intent to
keep farmers on their farms
earning living expenses,
providing for emergency
needs, and maintaining
cash flow.”

The temporary sus-
pension is in place until
further notice and is ex-
pected to continue while
the national COVID-19
disaster declaration is in
place.

USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency provides sev-
eral different loans for pro-
ducers, which fall under
two main categories:

Guaranteed loans
are made and serviced by

commercial lenders, such
as banks, the Farm Credit
System, credit unions and
other non-traditional lend-
ers. FSA guarantees the
lender’s loan against loss,
up to 95 percent.

Direct loans are made
and serviced by FSA using
funds from the federal gov-
ernment.

The most common
loan types are Farm Own-
ership, Farm Operating,
and Farm Storage Facility
Loans, with Microloans for
each:

Farm Ownership:
Helps producers purchase
or enlarge a farm or ranch,
construct a new or improve
an existing farm or ranch
building, pay closing costs,
and pay for soil and water
conservation and protec-

tion.

Farm Operating:
Helps producers purchase
livestock and equipment
and pay for minor real es-
tate repairs and annual op-
erating expenses.

Farm Storage Facility
Loans are made directly to
producers for the construc-
tion of cold or dry stor-
age and includes handling
equipment and mobile
storage such as refrigerat-
ed trucks.

Microloans:  Direct
Farm Ownership, Operat-
ing Loans, and Farm Stor-
age Facility Loans have
a shortened application
process and reduced paper-
work designed to meet the
needs of smaller, non-tra-
ditional, and niche-type
operations.

grants from Northeast CU

matching that commitment
in 2021.

“We believe we have
a responsibility to both
support and shine a spot-
light on the leaders and
organizations who work
every day to help those
in our communities who

JRG & Sons

Roofing & Construction

Fully Insured

(207) 576-3319

John Grenier

JohnnyGrenier917 @ gmail.com

need it most,” said North-
east Credit Union Presi-
dent and CEO Timothy J.
Collia. “We are proud of
the impact our Love Your
Community Awards initia-
tive was able to make in
2020, and we look forward
to once again playing our
part in helping the many
philanthropic organizations
across our region.”
Eligible nonprofit or-
ganizations can apply for
the 2021 Love Your Com-
munity Awards through
Northeast Credit Union’s
website at http:/bitly.ws/
bCBQ. Once accepted as
an applicant, each organi-
zation will be tasked with
obtaining votes from its
community. The 10 organi-
zations with the most votes
at the end of every month
through July will be award-

ed donations ranging from
$500 to $5,000.

February’s  applica-
tion period opened on Feb.
1, and voting for February
finalists will begin on Feb.
15. All winners will be
highlighted on a month-
ly basis on the Love Your
Community Project’s web-
site, www.TheLYC.com.

Northeast Credit
Union has long-standing
history of providing safe,
high-quality financial ser-
vices to their member-own-
ers. From humble begin-
nings at the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard, Northeast
CU is proud to be a mem-
ber-owned and not-for-
profit organization with
$1.8 billion in assets, over
135,000 members and 19
branches throughout New
Hampshire and Maine,

Follow us on
Facebook!

Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!
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Johnson
Continued from page 9

ident and CEO of Central
Maine Healthcare. “These
are great assets as we con-
tinue to change the face of
healthcare in Maine.”

Johnson was pre-
viously senior director of
development at Mid-Coast
Parkview Health in Bruns-
wick, where she grew the
development team and
philanthropic support,
managed a capital cam-
paign, a major gifts pro-
gram and developed new
initiatives. She has also
owned a business devel-
opment consulting firm,
held leadership roles in
sales and practiced law in
the areas of real estate and
litigation.

“I’m looking forward
to collaborating with my
new colleagues across the
organization and with the
community at this exciting
time,” Johnson said. “The
work to bring high-quality,
affordable and convenient
care to more Maine people
is truly inspiring.”

Johnson earned a
bachelor degree in English
literature and political sci-
ence from Wheaton Col-
lege in Norton, MA, and
her law degree from Suf-
folk University School of
Law in Boston.

She has served on
the boards of organizations
including The Gathering
Place and Embrace A Vet
as chair of the Develop-
ment Committee. She is a
corporator of Mid Coast
Hospital and has served
on the board of Mid Coast-
Parkview Health. Johnson
is also a member of the
Maine Women’s Giving
Tree.

Johnson started her
new role in early January.

Central Maine
Healthcare is an integrated
healthcare delivery system
serving 400,000 people liv-
ing in central, western, and
mid-coast Maine. CMH’s
hospital facilities include
Central Maine Medical
Center in Lewiston, Bridg-
ton Hospital, and Rumford
Hospital. CMH also sup-
ports Central Maine Med-
ical Group, a primary and
specialty care practice or-
ganization.

Other system ser-
vices include the Central
Maine Heart and Vascular
Institute, a regional trau-
ma program, LifeFlight of
Maine’s southern Maine
base, the Central Maine
Comprehensive  Cancer
Center, and other clinical
services.

Dean’s List
Continued from page 8

College in Beverly, MA,
for the Fall 2020 semester.

In order to qualify
for the Dean’s List, a stu-
dent must obtain a mini-
mum grade point average
of 3.5, receive no letter
grade below “C,” have no

withdrawal grades, and be
enrolled in a minimum of
12 credits for the semes-
ter. Endicott College is the
first college in the U.S. to
require internships of its
students.

Dean’s List at

Saint Michael’s

COLCHESTER, VT -
Several local students were
named to the Dean’s List
at Saint Michael’s College
for the Fall 2020 semester,
including Anyssa Logan,
a freshman media stud-
ies and digital arts major
from Auburn and a gradu-
ate of Edward Little High
School; Camden Jalbert, a
senior accounting/business
administration major from
Lewiston and a graduate
of Saint Dominic Acad-
emy; Nicholas Welsh, a
sophomore environmental
science major from Lewis-
ton and a graduate of Saint
Dominic Academy; and
Veda Leclerc, a freshman
psychology major from
Lewiston and a graduate of
Lewiston High School.

Saint Michael’s Col-
lege, located in Colchester,
VT, is founded in the great
Catholic intellectual tradi-
tion, which also recogniz-
es the principles of social
justice and compassion.
It is a selective, fully resi-
dential Catholic college in
Vermont’s beautiful Green
Mountains. Its closely-con-
nected community delivers
internationally-respected
liberal arts and graduate
education near Burlington,
one of the country’s best
college towns. To prepare
for fulfilling careers and
meaningful lives, young

adults are helped to grow
intellectually, socially, and
morally, learning to be re-
sponsible for themselves,
each other and their world.

Ithaca College
Dean’s List

ITHACA, NY - An-
niec Hazelton of Auburn
was named to the Dean’s
List at Ithaca College for
the Fall 2020 semester.

Founded in 1892,
Ithaca College is a resi-
dential college dedicated
to building knowledge and
confidence through a con-
tinuous cycle of theory,
practice and performance.
Home to some 6,500 stu-
dents, the college offers
more than 100 degree
programs in its schools of
Business, Communica-
tions, Humanities and Sci-
ences, Health Sciences and
Human Performance, and
Music.

PhD in Physics
From UNH

DURHAM, NH
(02/05/2021)-- Christopher
Libby of Auburn graduated
in December with a PhD in
Physics from the Universi-
ty of New Hampshire.

Book
Continued from page 3

much-needed topic for a
picture book. Our lives
deeply revolve around
food and the celebration of
events with food, so I think
Alicia’s book would come
in handy in so many situ-
ations (in schools and at
home).”

“If I Can’t Eat Flies,
What Am [?” releases
Feb. 9 and is available for
pre-order in hardcover edi-
tion ($18.99) and softcover
edition ($11.99) on Ama-
zon and B&N, and in Kin-
dle eBook edition ($1.99)
on Amazon.

Spanish editions are
expected mid-April.

To order an auto-
graphed copy or learn
more, visit www.aliciajp-
faff.com.

Libby
Continued from page 1

back down from leadership
has not been an easy one.
Last November, I stood be-
fore the Senate Democrat-
ic Caucus and said that in
the coming two-year term
I would give everything I
had as Majority Leader in
service of our caucus, our
values and our priorities.
And I meant it. But life
happens when you’re mak-
ing other plans.”

“Since Novem-
ber, circumstances have
changed making it hard-
er for me to make good
on my commitment to the
Senate Democratic Cau-
cus. Recently, I accepted a
full-time position as presi-
dent of Community Con-
cepts Finance Corpora-
tion. At the same time, my
growing young family has
made sacrifices to allow
me to meet the demands
of serving in legislative
leadership. They need and
deserve more of my time,
and while this decision is
extremely difficult for me
to make, it’s for that reason

I know I’ve made the right
one.”

“I’'m grateful for the
opportunity to serve as
Senate Majority Leader
and for the support of both
President Jackson and As-
sistant Majority Leader Vi-
telli. I’1l continue to proud-
ly serve all of the people
of Lewiston in the Senate,
being the same forceful
advocate for policies and
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state budget issues that im-
pact our city, and chairing
the Government Oversight
Committee.”

The Senate Demo-
cratic Caucus elected a
new majority leader at a
caucus on Monday.

Sen. Nate Libby
(D-Androscoggin) rep-
resents Maine Senate Dis-
trict 21, which comprises
the City of Lewiston.

Thibeault wins Public
Theatre raffi

s

Christopher Schario, Artistic Director of the Public Theatre
on Maple Street in Lewiston, pulls the winning ticket for
a recent fundraising raffle. Bette Thibeault of Lewiston, a
longtime supporter of the theatre, won the grand prize of
$1,500. (Photo courtesy of Public Theatre)

From Public Theatre

LEWISTON - The
Public Theatre on Maple

Street in Lewiston an-
nounced last week that it
sold all of its 300 raffle

See Raffle, page 14

If you’re using a
home based phone
for your business
it’s time to upgrade
to a business phone.

Find out how a business
phone can save
you money and help
your business run smoother.

Call today for a demonstration!

allworXx

PROFESSIONAL

COMPUTER SERVICES INC.

Buck Buchanan
A+, MCP Certified Technician

207.784.6295

buck@pro-pc.us
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476,000 Diagnosed with Lyme Disease Each Year

From U.S. Sen. Collins

Washington, D.C. — In re-
sponse to a push by U.S. Sen-
ators Susan Collins (R-ME)
and Tina Smith (D-MN), the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) pub-
lished new data on Lyme
disease, which reveals that
an estimated 476,000 people
are diagnosed with and treat-
ed for Lyme disease each
year in the United States.

The new calculation
is roughly 10 times higher
than the number of reported
Lyme disease cases, which
was nearly 48,000 in 2018.

Additionally, as re-
quested by the Senators,
the CDC has published
a new dashboard to help re-
searchers collect real-time
data. This information on
emergency department visits
for tick bites by time, region,
age, and sex will be updated
weekly instead of annually

and can better indicate when
people in different parts of
the country may be at the
highest risk for tick bites.

Senators Collins and
Smith, the authors of the bi-
partisan Kay Hagan Tick
Act that was enacted in De-
cember 2019, sent a letter to
the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services (HHS) last January
calling for the release of this
data as part of the imple-
mentation of their law. The
Kay Hagan Tick Act will
help to improve research,
prevention, diagnostics, and
treatment for tick-borne dis-
eases.

“This new data
showing that Lyme disease
remains vastly under-re-
ported by a factor of 10 un-
derscores the fact that tick-
borne illnesses are a serious
and growing public health
threat,” said Senator Collins.
“As the authors of the Kay

S T nr.f:@,:: mmriv?- i

Hagan Tick Act that created
a national strategy to fight
tick-borne diseases, Senator
Smith and I pushed for the
release of this powerful tool
to assist researchers working
to track and eradicate Lyme
disease. Now that we have
a clearer picture of the chal-
lenge that we are up against,
we are better positioned to
protect Americans’ health.”
“This report con-
firms that Lyme disease is
a serious and growing pub-
lic health problem in the
United States,” said Senator
Smith. “Now that we have
this data, it’s incumbent on
us to advance the nation-
al strategy outlined in the
Kay Hagan Tick Act. Such
prevention and treatment ef-
forts will help curb the
spread of tick-borne diseases
so that Americans can enjoy
spending time outside safe-
ly.”
The incidence of Lyme

and other tick-borne diseas-
es has increased significant-
ly since the CDC reporting
began in 1991. According
to the CDC, Lyme disease is
the most common tick-borne
disease and the most com-
mon vector-borne disease.

Maine alone reported
more than 1,400 confirmed
cases in 2018, the highest in-
cidence of Lyme disease in
the nation. Minnesota is also
vulnerable with 950 con-
firmed cases of Lyme dis-
eases in 2018. These data,
however, capture only about
one-tenth of the estimated
number of disease cases, and
a full understanding of the
economic and societal costs
remains unknown. Studies
so far indicate that Lyme
disease alone costs approx-
imately $1.3 billion each
year in direct medical costs,
and overall costs, including
indirect costs, average $75
billion.
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Union membership in
Maine increased in 2020

From Maine AFL/CIO

AUGUSTA - Union
membership in Maine grew
by 13,000 members in
2020, marking a 3 percent
increase from 2019, ac-
cording to new data from
the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

Union density rose
from about 12 percent in
2019 to 15 percent in 2020.
The report also finds that
nearly 17 percent of Maine
workers in 2020 were rep-
resented by unions — an
increase of 3 percent from
2019. Maine’s union den-
sity outpaced the national
average of 10.8 percent,
which increased by 0.5
percent in 2020.

“More and more
Maine workers are orga-
nizing and fighting for bet-
ter wages, working condi-
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tions, safety on the job and
democracy in the work-
place,” said Cynthia Phin-
ney, President of the Maine
AFL-CIO. “The pandemic
has reminded all of us that
working people are es-
sential. The best way for
essential workers to have
safe workplaces, respect at
work and good jobs is by
joining together with co-
workers in a union.”

The Maine AFL-
CIO attributes the growth
in union membership in
Maine to three factors: 1)
increased internal organiz-
ing in already organized
public sector and federal
sector workforces; 2) new
union organizing; 3) in-
creased hiring in essential
unionized sectors of the
Maine economy. Increased
overall density can be at-
tributed to all of these fac-
tors plus significant layoffs
in non-union sectors of the
economy due to COVID.

The BLS report also
found that among full-time
wage and salary workers,
union members earned 16
percent more than non-
union members. In addi-
tion, BLS has also reported
that union members are
far more likely to have
employer-provided health
care and retirement bene-
fits.

95 percent of union
workers had the option
of an employer-spon-
sored health care plan,
compared to 68 percent of
nonunion workers.

94 percent of union
workers had access to an
employer-sponsored  re-
tirement plan, compared
to 67 percent of nonunion
workers.

93 percent of union
workers had the option
of an employer-spon-
sored prescription drug
coverage, compared to 67
percent of nonunion work-
ers.

74 percent of union
workers had the option
of an employer-spon-
sored dental plan, com-
pared to 40 percent of non-
union workers.

“The secret is out
and more and more Maine
workers are discovering
that they have the collec-
tive power to improve their
lives,” Phinney said. “Just
in the past year, there have
been union organizing ef-
forts at health care provid-
ers, Portland Museum of
Art, Planned Parenthood,
the ACLU of Maine, Wa-
terville KVCAP and other
workplaces. In the era of
COVID, more and more
workers are understand-
ing that the only way to
guarantee safer conditions,
health care, hazard pay and
other benefits is by band-
ing together and using their
collective voice to demand
them.”
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Business Directory

ACCOUNTANT

FLOWER SHOPPE

@

AUSTIN ASSOCIATES

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Auburn 207-783-9111 Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

AUTO CARE

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

Poisson & Sons
Auto Care Center, Inc.

Computer Diagnostics « Yokohama Tires
Repairs ¢ Alignments ¢ Inspection Station
Gas ¢ Clear K1 ¢ Tune-ups ¢ Brakes ¢ Batteries
Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

260 S. Main St., Auburn ¢ 782-9144

E'| WWW. sweetpeaflorallde51gnsme.com rE

MASONRY

Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

ATl
mny W
s« N

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
20+ Years of Experience

Masonry « Culture Stones
Chimneys « Chimney Cleaning
Repointing & Repairs
Restoration
Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

PHOTOGRAPHY

ortrait @ ime

Executive Portraits « Business photographs « Videos

Gray, ME
(207) 657-6372

maine@portraitefx.com
www.maine.portraitefx.com

PRINTING

__ ‘W o

« PRINT

< COPY
eve T’g]l"@@n . FAX SERVICE
custom printin Gk
stom Pra & + VARIABLE DATA
SINCE 1984
« BINDERY ”
Locally Owned « INVITATIONS A2
(207) 782-0525 phone ‘LHTER”W" .
(207) 782-2327 fax |« ENVELOPES

63 Broad Street « New Auburn, ME 04210 ".i‘t BUS.CARDS .
e-mail: info@evergreencustomprinting.com  *LABELS &TAGS S
web: www.evergreencustomprinting.com  +UPS - ’Jﬁ-

CD’S

MARINE SERVICES

SELF STORAGE

Discover The Truth About CDs!

CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low.
There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To
Increase Your Income.

Call now for a FREE Guide:

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t
Want You To Know”

Call Our 24 Hour Order Line @782-3800

BOAT REPAIR SHOP

"PONTESH

Marine Service

ooPower by VOLVO
MERCURY YANMAR
OIVIC Perkins| -lelvetDrive

237 Lewiston Road * Topsham, ME 04086  (207) 725-5997

www.pontesmarine.com

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

23 Goldthwaite Rd.
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715
Lewiston, ME 04243

CHIROPRACTOR

PAINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

Experience Life

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com

CONTRACTORS

Fully Insured « 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

AMERICAN
BUILDERS

Custom Building ¢ Remodeling

r Call 207-500-8100

For FREE Estimates
Call Tyler

500-8100
Finish Carpenter

Quality Work with References Available

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

Interiors ¢ Exteriors
Free Estimates

Pamtmg Co.

WADE J. LIBBY

WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com CELL: 207.210.0605

PHOTOGRAPHY

Shipping [
Packing :
Receiving I
|
|
|

Copies
Fax Service
Mailbox Rentals

Fed

|

1 = UNITED STATES
| B POSTAL SERVICE =
9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

WEB HOSTING

(207) 212-5993

LauraElainesPhotography@gmail.com

T

www.facebook. com/LouroElomesPhoTogrophy

Web Hosting
Web Design
Web Promotion
One Stop
207-442-9006

MAINE HOSTING

S O L

CONTACT US TODAY FOR POSSIBLE OPENINGS
FOR YOUR AD IN OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
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EVERY TUESDAY
10:30-11:15 a.m.
LEWISTON - Lew-

iston Public Library - Vir-
tual Preschool Babytime
& Storytime. Children 0-5
are welcome to join the
fun on Zoom as Ms. Jackie
uses interactive songs and
stories to introduce chil-
dren to the world of books,
learning, and the library.
Call 207-513-3133 for de-
tails and registration.

1ST AND 3RD

TUESDAYS

11:30 a.m.
LEWISTON - Lew-
iston Public Library - Vir-
tual Book Chat. Join LPL
staff via Facebook Live
for a weekly conversation
about what we’re read-
ing. Make suggestions,
share your thoughts, find
resources, and get person-
alized recommendations

from our librarians!

MONDAYS IN
FEBRUARY

LEWISTON - Green
Dot Bystander Interven-
tion techniques! For every
member of a community
to use, both proactively to
change our culture for the
better and reactively to
minimize harm. None of
us can do everything, but
each of us can do our part
to make Lewiston-Auburn
a safer and more welcom-
ing community.

Hosted by Lewis-
ton Public Library, Green
Dot Lewiston-Auburn is
offering 2-hour bystander
intervention training us-
ing Zoom. These are in-
teractive, last about two
hours, and are limited to
15 adult participants per
session. Registration is
required at https:/www.
greendotla.org/schedule.

Choose from one of
the following sessions:

Monday, Feb. 15, at
10 am.

Monday, Feb. 22, at
2 p.m.

alendar

Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

MONDAY
Feb. 15
Presidents’ Day

TUESDAY
Feb. 16

7:30 a.m.

AUBURN - Auburn
Public Library Board of
Trustees meeting.

8 a.m.

GORHAM - Ordi-
nance Committee meeting
via Zoom.

4 p.m.

AUBURN - Auburn
Sewer District Trustees
meeting.

6 p.m.

AUBURN - Conser-
vation Commission meet-
ing.

6 p.m.

LEWISTON - City
Council meeting.

6:30 p.m.

GORHAM - Tenta-
tive recurring Town Coun-
cil workshop via Zoom.

WEDNESDAY
Feb. 17

8 am.

GORHAM - Gorham
Economic  Development
Corporation meeting via
Zoom.

4 p.m.

AUBURN - Auburn
Water District Trustees
meeting.

THURSDAY
Feb. 18

8 am.
AUBURN -
Committee meeting.
Noon-1 p.m.
LEWISTON - Lew-
iston Public Library - Great
Falls Forum. This is a free,
monthly series featuring
statewide and regional
leaders in public policy,
business, academia and

9-1-1

the arts streaming virtual-
ly via Zoom and streamed
to the Lewiston Public Li-
brary Facebook page. This
month’s forum features
Youth Studies scholar Dr.
Andrea Breau, on the top-
ic, “It’s a lot of pressure
for us to understand this
stuff: Lessons About Race
and Place from Lewiston’s
Teenagers.”

6:30 p.m.

GORHAM - Board
of Appeals meeting via
Zoom.

MONDAY
Feb. 22

5:30 p.m.

LEWISTON - Plan-
ning Board meeting via
Zoom.

5:30-6:30 p.m.

LEWISTON - Fi-
nance Committee meeting
at City Hall Administra-
tor’s Conference Room.

TUESDAY
Feb. 23
5:30 p.m.
AUBURN - Agricul-
ture Committee meeting.

6 p.m.
LEWISTON - City
Council Workshop, via

ZOOM - http://www.lew-
istonmaine.gov/2021cc
Also, public comment will
be possible at publiccom-
ment@lewistonmaine.gov.

WEDNESDAY
Feb. 24

7:30 a.m.

AUBURN - Auburn
Housing Authority Board
of Commissioners meet-
ing.

Noon

LEWISTON - Lew-
iston Public Library - Read

Your Mind: Exploring
Mental Health in Teen
Books.

This is a monthly,
virtual series focusing on
teen mental health & well-
ness with YA authors and
community health experts.
In February, the library is
hosting authors Adib Khor-
ram, Mark Oshiro & Julian
Winters to discuss how the
intersection of masculinity,
queerness, and racial and
cultural identity impact
teen mental health. Contact
hchance@lewistonmaine.
gov or call 207-513-3135
to register.

6 p.m.

AUBURN - Com-
plete Streets Committee
meeting.

6 p.m.

AUBURN - School
Committee meeting.

MONDAY
Mar. 1
5:30 p.m.
AUBURN -
Council  workshop
meeting.
7 p.m.
GORHAM - Plan-
ning Board meeting via
Zoom.

City
and

TUESDAY
Mar. 2
5:30 p.m.
AUBURN -
Age-Friendly Community
Committee meeting.

6 p.m.
LEWISTON - City
Council  meeting, via

ZOOM - http://www.lew-
istonmaine.gov/2021cc
Also, public comment will
be possible at publiccom-
ment@lewistonmaine.gov.

6:30 p.m.

GORHAM - Regular
Town Council meeting via
Zoom.

THURSDAY
Mar. 4

4 p.m.

AUBURN - Ca-
ble TV Advisory Board
meeting.

5:30 p.m.

AUBURN - Au-

burn-Lewiston Airport

Thursday, February 11,2021

FLAGSHIP CINEMAS

rs OPEN AT

o
DOST -00pm

AUBURN

746 Center Street

Auburn Movie Hotline — 786-8605

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR
CALL THE HOTLINE AT

786-8605
FOR SHOWTIMES

Board Meeting.

MONDAY
Mar. 8
5:30-6:30 p.m.
LEWISTON - Fi-
nance Committee meeting
at City Hall Administra-
tor’s Conference Room.

Raffle
Continued from page 11

tickets earlier than expect-
ed and has pulled the win-
ning ticket.

The grand prize of
$1,500 was awarded to
Bette Thibeault of Lewis-
ton.

The raffle was creat-
ed as a special fundraising
event, offering 300 tickets
at $30 each to help support
and celebrate The Pub-
lic Theatre’s 30th season
during this time of COVID.

“We were so happy
to see Bette’s name on the
winning ticket as she has
been a longtime supporter
of The Public Theatre as
well as a fabulous advocate
for all of the Arts in Lew-
iston/Auburn,” said Artis-
tic Director Christopher
Schario.

The Public Theatre,
a Professional Equity The-
atre located in downtown
Lewiston, has been voted
“Best Theatre” in Maine
by Down East Magazine

readers’ poll seven years in
a row.

Although the Theatre
is currently unable to pres-
ent live performances due
to COVID restrictions,
please visit www.thepub-
lictheatre.org to learn more
about viewing a previous-
ly recorded live perfor-
mance of their thrilling
production of [ AND YOU.

Best
Source
for Arts,

Music and
Theaten

Your

Hometown Paper.

Send all items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Professional service at an
affordable price!
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AUTOMOBILE
STORAGE

Seeking Classic

Car Storage
Got unused garage bay?
I’m looking for year-round
storage for a classic
car. My preference is a
location near the center
of Gorham. Please text
or leave a message: 207
415-2463.

BOOKS

“To College or Not to
College” is the question
and this book has the
answers. Check it out:
www.authorcaseybill.
com.

Book lovers and
bookstores: looking
for unique and eclectic
books? Check out
author Casey Bell: www.
authorcaseybell.com.

BUSINESSES
FOR SALE

Working small engine/
outdoor Power
equipment business.
Parts inventory B&S,
Kohler, Tecumseh, MTD,

Ariens, Toro and more.
Special tools and
equipment. Good
opportunity to
expand or add to
your business. Call
Glen 207-655-4635
daytime for more
information.

ESTATE SALE

Estate - Garage

Safe environment - one
seller with mask and
gloves. By appointment
only. One to two people.
We maintain ten feet
apart. Two bedroom
sets, double and queen -
wicker 5 pieces - Bench
with microfiber cushion.
Two living room chairs.
All plus more. All priced
low for quick sale. (207)
883-0808

-

FOR SALE

Cutting Boards

| have many different
sizes of wooden cutting
boards made from
maple, oak, walnut,
cherry, poplar and ash in
different designs. Priced
from $10 to $25. Would
make very nice gifts. Call
me at 207-577-2724.

Antique cedar wardrobe
armoire with key $400.
Toyotomi portable
kerosene heater with
manual $50. 12x10
dome tent sleeps 6 in
two rooms with carry
case $40. Portable car
port $50. Cardio fit low
impact exerciser $50.
Call 207-782-4228.

Big Blowout sale at
House of Lady Debra’s
Our: Old Goat + His Ladly.
Gourmet 21 soups, 20
dips, 4 cheesecales sale.
Buy 3 dips, get 2 free.

Buy 2 soups, get 1 free.
Going fast, call now. Lady
Debra -207-891-1968.

HAIR
SERVICES

Hair at Home! Can’t get
out to the hair salon? We'll
come to you anywhere in
the L/A area! We offer
services in the privacy
of your own home. Great
rates.

Excellent service. Call
cell phone 754-9805 or
782-1271.

HEALTH &
FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC
KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
If you have insurance,
you may qualify for the
perfect brace at little to
no cost. Get yours today!
Call 1-800-217-0504.

Deadline is
5pm every
Friday.

Followme:

—

_—

HELP
WANTED

Technical Field Manager

Modula, Inc.; Lewiston,
ME 04240. Prvd tech’l
training, instal. & supprt.
service to innovative
automated storage
technologies & vertical
carousels to all Modula
customers & dealers
located inthe U.S. Req’s:
HS Dipl. +60 mos employ.
exp. as Field Technician.
Emploly. exp. must
incl writing of electrical
diagrams & installation
of electro-mechanical
components. Dom. trvl
4X/wk throughout all
50 U.S. states. Position
req’s performing physical
activities. Email CV:
recruiting.us@modula.
com.

Classifieds
$10

HOUSING

SENIORS

Seeking two bedroom
apartment or house
to rent. One story
with garage near the
Windham or Raymond
area. Prefer hardwood
floors. Jimmy and Cheryl
Burnham. 207-572-2714
or 207-633 3380.

PAINTING

Stepladder Enterprise
Painting Co.
Interior & Exterior.
Drywall repair, paint
and wallpaper. Pressure
washing. Insured. 20+
years in business 207-

786-9849.

Send all items for
Whats Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

InHome Care
Visiting Angels - non-
medical assistance
living. Serving Lewiston/
Auburn and surrounding
areas. Providing light
housekeeping, meal prep,
personal care, errands/
outings. Call for FREE in-
home consultation. (207)
740-9100.

LEWISTON SENIOR

CITIZENS TRAVEL
WASHINGTON, D.C. -
TRIPS POSTPONED TIL
FURTHER NOTICE:
MACKINAC ISLAND -
Trip includes 8 nights
lodging and 14 meals,
visit to Mackinac
Island with a guided
Carriage Tour during
their Tulip Celebration.
Also includes boat ride
through Soo Locks,
Sault Saint Marie and
Makinaw Crossings with
a visit to “Michigan’s

Little Bavaria”. A
$75.00 deposit is due
when signing up. Price
is $859.00 pp double
occupancy.

VIRGINIA BEACH,
COLONIAL WILLIAMS-
BURG & HISTORIC
NORFOLK -
SEPTEMBER 14 - 19,
2020. Trip includes 5
nights lodging, 8 meals,
Colonial Williamsburg,
free time on the Virginia
Beach Boardwalk,
dinner cruise with
entertainment on
the Spirit of Norfolk,
admission to Nauticus
and Battleship
Wisconsin, Virginia
Beach Aquarium and
Marine Science Center.
A $75.00 deposit is due
when signing up. Price
is $775.00 pp double
occupancy.

For questions and
detailed information
on these trips, please
call:Claire - 207-784-
0302 or Cindy- 207-
345-9569.

r-——————___________________1

Classified Ads
1040 WORDS!

SEND CHECK OR CREDIT CARD INFO WITH COMPLETED FORM TO:
Send payment with completed form to our

bookkeeping office: 9 N. River Road #232

Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

Card #

Exp. date

Name & Address

/ Signature

10w«

EACH ADDITIONAL WorD 25¢

3 digits #
on back

Phone:

HEADLINE:

AD INFO:

CATEGORY:

1 NUMBER OF WEEKS TO RUN:

L_________________________-J
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BUILDERS

Custom Building & Remodeling

You dreamit. We buld it.

AMERICAN k

No Money Down = Financing Available

Remodel e Kitchens
Bathrooms e Basements
Roofing e Siding ® Windows
Garages e Additions

(207) 500-8100 « www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com

BEHOLD THE MIGHTY

Paid for and authori:

This little drop may not seem like much, but
it contains more potential than you probably
realize. How much more? Well, just a
half-inch of rainfall in northern Québec can
produce enough energy to power every
home in Maine for six months! Together with
wind and solar, clean hydropower can help
Maine take significant strides toward
reducing its fossil fuel consumption and the

associated greenhouse gases. Turns out, a

: Iittl.é drop can make a big splash.

\ Hydro
>4 Québec

WWW.CLEANENERGYFORME.COM

ylum Strest, 27th Floor, Hartford, CT (




