Happy New Year,

neighbors.

State Farm
Blaamington, IL

I wish all my neighbors a healthy, happy and safe New Year.
Here's to this year bringing you nothing but the best.

Like a good neighbor, State Farmis there”

o StateFarm

Lee Nickels, Agent

13760 Highway 43 5te 6
Russellville, AL 35653

Bus: 256-332-0052
lee.nickels.wmyS@statefarm.com
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Norfolk Southern plan
leads to concern among
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Easy Financing Options
for up to 12 months at $73

Reg. $1099

$797

Hours: 10-5 M, Tu, Tr and Fr, 10-2 on Saturday

Jackson-Royal Furniture
Franklin Center * Russellville
256-460-0924 » 256-332-6721

That’s
Right,

1007

of Russellville
households receive
the Franklin Free Press

each week!

YOUR CUSTOMERS AND
POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS ARE
HERE—and waiting to hear from
YOUR BUSINESS!

For Advertising Information,
please call our office at
256-332-0255 or Publisher John
Pilati at 256-668-2708.

YOUR BUSINESS could be in next
week’s Franklin Free Press. Call
and find out how we can help your
business grow!
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A plan proposed by Norfolk
Southern Corporation has some
local officials concerned about the
future safety of the 130-mile
Birmingham to Sheffield line.

On January 5, 2021, Norfolk
Southern filed a Notice of Application
for Approval of Discontinuance or
Modification of a Railroad Signal
System with the Federal Railroad
Administration.

The public is invited to submit writ-
ten views, data or comments, either
in favor of or opposed to the plan.
Comments may be submitted
through the following website:
http://www.regulations.gov. The
docket number FRA-2021-0002

local oicials
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A Norfolk Southern train travels

through Phil Campbell.

should be included with any submis-
sion. Comments must be received by
the FRA on or before March 11,

See ‘PLAN,’ page 8

Gas prices invoke
discussion about state
gas pricing laws

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The recent week of snow and ice
saw some dramatic variations in gas
prices in Franklin County, and those
higher per gallon costs raised the ire
of some local residents.

But a deeper look into Alabama
laws relating to the price of fuel
shows there are also legal issues as
to the lower per gallon costs.

The Alabama Motor Fuel Marketing
Act was passed more than 35 years
ago by the Alabama Legislature. The

intent of the law, as described by
lawmakers, was fo encourage fair
and honest competition, and to safe-
guard the public against creation of
monopolies or unfair methods of
competition, in transactions involving
the sale of, or offer to sell, or induce-
ment to sell motor fuel. Code of
Alabama Sec. 8-22-3.

The Alabama Motor Fuel Marketing
Act was designed to protect smaller
independent gas station owners from
the practice known as predatory pric-
ing. Predatory pricing occurs when

See ‘PRICES,’ page 9

Our team is ready to serve you'
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DENTTIS
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SINGING RIVER

531 St. Clair St., Russellville
Call 256.332.6888 to schedule your appointment today!

SingingRiverDentistry.com
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Nick Thorn, oy
Owner-Operator -

* Lawn Mowing .. ..
* Weed Control

* Pressure Washing

» Small Tree Removal
» General Clean Up

256.324.0694

Taking care of

your family’s 2=
dental needs g%‘)

Brett M. Bowen, DDS

Family

pentist
243 Underwood RoaI;yRussellwlle 256 332 4000
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W RUSSELLVILLE
DENTAL CARE
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510 Engle Dr SE
(256) 332.6073
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07 Ford Fusion
$1200 Down
09 Pontiac Vibe
$1500 Down
08 Chevy Impala
$1500 Down

05 Nissan Altima
$1000 Down
02 Honda Civic

$800 Down
05 Toyota Camry

$1000 Down
11 Nissan Altima 08 Saturn Vue

$1200 Down $1500 Down
elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

Dr. Kelly's 4
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

We offer ground burial, mausoleum
Y., and cremation spaces. All may be
ig&Pn purchased at need or pre-need to include
w2 % the burial vault and bronze memorial.

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter Q22K
3 2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Wayne Lee Alred, 66, passed away on Sunday,
February 14th. Interment at Franklin Memory
Gardens.

Nancy Delois Hillman, 70, passed away on
Tuesday, February 16th. Interment at Franklin
Memory Gardens.

Randy Lynn Morgan Jr., 35, passed away on
Friday, February 12th. Akins Funeral Home
assisted the family.

Larry Dale Porter, 57, passed away on
Monday, February 15th. Interment at Franklin
Memory Gardens.

Opal Carr Ross, 97, passed away on Saturday,

February 20th. Interment at Franklin Memory
Gardens.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Village at Oliver Place
B Apan‘mem‘s & Townhomes
w

Water included starting at:

g 2 BR  $455 * 3 BR:$525

205.993.5005. - Plke Avenue ¢ Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546




Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman
Shah

to the practice
in Shefhield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,

Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and

a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

Visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Mansell hopeful for third
fire station in Russellville

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Before he retires, Russellville Fire Department Chief Joe Mansell has a
goal to see his department housed in a third fire station to better serve
Russellville City Schools and the citizens living in and around the area.

Although it wasn’t a permanent station, Mansell got a sneak preview of

his goal last week as
his department created
A good
L
neighbor

a makeshift fire station
at the RCS Bus Barn,
thanks to an invitation
from the school sys-
tem.

“Two firemen and
one engine were
housed at the bus barn
all last week. The
school asked us if
we’'d be interested in
doing this and anytime
we can place a truck
and cut down on our
p?ll time, tha}’s what Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00
it S all abOUt’ Mansell After Hours & Sa.lur{lalys
said. By Appointment

“Especially with so
much ice and snow, it
would take Station & State Farm @®

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

has your
back.

Rhett Bradford, Agent
201 Washington Avenue NW
Russellville, AL 35653
Bus: 256-332-0540
www.insuredbyrhett.com

Life's a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company more
people have trusted for

90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

Two, which is over the
school area, having to
get around Summit
and that area. This
made our response
time a whole lot quick- | ;5040
er,” he added.

Russellville’s two fire stations are located on South Jackson Avenue
(Station One) and Highway 43 North (Station Two).

Mansell would like to see a Station Three located at the intersection of
Duncan Creek Road and Clay Avenue. The school system owns land at that
location and previously expressed a willingness to allow it to be used for a
fire station.

Mansell said a study was done several years ago to determine the ideal
location for a third station where its service area would not overlap with exist-
ing areas for Stations One and Two.

“We don’t want to overlap but we do want to cover the most residents as
possible and Clay/Duncan Creek was the recommended location,” Mansell
said.

RFD officials have researched grant possibilities to help with the cost of
building and staffing a third fire station. Another truck would also have to be
purchased, Mansell said.

“It's always been a goal of mine before | retire one day to get that third sta-
tion,” Mansell said. “It's something we’re working on.”

The temporary station at the bus barn will remain in place until schools
reopen and area roads are clear enough for safe travel by Station Two
trucks.

“Once that risk of getting our firemen hurt is gone, then we’ll pull everything
back to our normal station. We certainly appreciate the school system allow-
ing us to use their facilities during this severe weather system,” Mansell said.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative submissions
to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, don’t forget to visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Tennessee Valley Museum of
Art to host Black History S
Month exhibit W@

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Tennessee Valley Museum of Art is hosting a special exhibit in honor

of Black History Month.

The museum, located at 511 N. Water Street in Tuscumbia, is featuring
exhibitions by Southern Black Artists through April 2, 2021.
Featured artists include Michi Meko, Lynthia Edwards, Charlie Lucas,

Kerrigan Casey, Jason McCall and Cory Patton.

Exhibition hours are Monday thru Friday, 9-5, and Saturday 10-3.
Admission is $5 for adults and $3 for students. Admission is free for
Tennessee Valley Art Association members, and health care and education

workers.

“These exhibitions explore the African American experience in the South,
through the eyes of six established and emerging Black artists. The artists
present a diversity of experiences within Black identity,” said Christi Britten, )
TVAA Executive Director. “These artists emphasize and empower Black

presence through stunning visual narrative.”

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, be sure and visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!
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py Ree |- NE MAMOO. BOYS, PUT THE PHONE DOWN.
“@E‘Oﬂ YOU'RE BEING YOU ARE NOT CALLING YOUR

e ] MEAN TO Us. | || GRANDPARENTS.
STRA OU!“ “ 3

e NGE | \-4- 7 Y (WE NEED TO

o AT e b 5] MAKE A HEART-

g F o - Hous = {TO-HEART CALL.)

e -

i i
- /I THINK OUR GRANDSONS
COULD USE A LITTLE BREAK.

DID THEY
b~ CALL YOU?

NOT EX

Ree Shanner /{2016

MOM !
WHAT ARE
yOU DOING

FEELING
I WAS
NEEDED.

Mamoo,
You heard
our Heart-

to-Heart call.

My take on this... prepping during
a winter storm!

We were told to prepare for freez-
ing rain and possibly no power. So,
| winterized my home the best way PRESET
| could. A ;

| layed rolled towels at the bottom t)
of each outside door to keep out . .
the wintery cold. | layed wind- &
chimes on top of the towels where | Gail Motes
could hear music every time a puff
of wind blew under the door. As | often say,
always look for a positive among the negatives!

| placed electric heaters in front of my kitchen
and bathroom sinks. Of course, | knew to open
the doors. I'm smarter than some of you give me
credit for. Ha! | realized this was only a temporary
fix if the power goes off. If the pipes freeze and
bust | already had a plan b.

| had my grandson’s essentials by the door wait-
ing for him to endure the freezing cold weather as
he heads out complaining about having to go and
turn the water meter off.

| had two pairs of socks and empty sandwich

3i,

bags to go over his feet to keep his shoes dry and
| had made one of those old fashioned masks to
cover his face.

| had saved a big Christmas bag | had intended
to use next Christmas, but | was willing to sacrifice
my beautiful bag to keep his face dry. Once | cut
the holes for his eyes and nose, he was good to
go!

| put insulated underwear, a t-shirt and a long-
sleeve flannel shirt and two coats for extra
warmth. I've always been told to wear layers to
keep you warmer. | even found an old “skullcap” to
cover his head in case his hood blew off.

The older folks will have to explain to the
younger generation what that is because it has
nothing to do with a picture of a skeleton in any
shape or form.

Of course, gloves were a “must-have”. His fin-
gers would need to stay thawed out where he
could hold the screwdriver to turn the water off. |
was very satisfied with my accomplishments.

See ‘PREPPING,” Page 5

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Atthe scene of an accidentor

breakdown, tell law enforcement
you want M &N Towing!

We offer local pick up for service

& maintenance!

-

256.332.7279

J
TOWING & SERVICE CENTER

11833 Hwy 43 South * Russellville, AL 35653

Medicare does not cover dental care'. That means if you need dental
work done, it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out
of your own pocket.

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
It helps cover over 350 procedures - from cleanings and fillings to
crowns and dentures.

See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
No deductible, ne annual maximum
Immediate coverage for preventive care

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-866-921-1289

dental50plus.com/franklin

%

Physicians
Mutal

Hera's the information
you requested on Dental ingurance

""Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states.
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this
insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer.
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C2500); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P1SOGA; NY: PISONY, OK: P1S0OK; TN: PISOTNY; Rider
kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B).
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‘PREPPING,’ from page 5

At least he would stay warm if he
had to go turn the water off.

We all know how happy a nineteen-
year-old grandson would be so
thankful of a grandmother that had
put so much love and thought into
keeping him warm. | can imagine
how you are picturing the smile he
would have on his face!

Some of you might even be think-
ing how crazy | was to waste so
much time getting all this stuff
together. You might have a nine-
teen-year-old young man living with
you and already know how this will
end.

Let's just say that for now, it hap-
pened and I've told him what he
needed to do. He would look at me
and see what | had ready for him to
put on, laying by the door.

He would look at me and say “I'm
not putting all that crap on!” So he
would then put his sockless feet into
the clogs with the holes and no back.
Wearing his pajama pants and a long
sleeve shirt would walk the ten steps
to the meter, turn it off and walk the
ten steps back.

He would enter the house and take
off the clogs, well more like kick them
off, ha-ha! He might grab one of the
two pairs of socks laying by the door
to put on his cold feet. After he put

them on, he would look at me and
say “done!” Smile at me and back to
his room he would go.

Thank goodness | had done all of
that preparation or those socks
would not have been there for him to
put on. Once again this lady he calls
granny saved the day!

Of course | didn’'t have any idea
what would take place. | liked to
think that everyone would stay warm
and safe but with an ice storm, |
knew that would be difficult.

| know our linemen, road crws, fire-
men and ambulance drivers were
busy in that cold doing all that they
could to keep everyone safe.

I’'m not about to forget our nurses,
doctors and the entire medical staff
who are already stressed out and
exhausted to the core and had so
much more added to their workload
during that time.

Before closing, | want to tell you
once again that y’all mean so much
to me. | have been told | bring a
smile to your face or the sound of
laughter or just to say something that
makes a difference and that means
more to you than you could ever
imagine.

May God bless you!

Until later...

NOW HIRING

Pilgrim’s offers Competitive
Wages starting at $13.05/hr.

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision,
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Great Team Members at

Pilgrim’s by applying online at
www.pilgrimsusa.com, in person at
our plant located at 2045 Hwy. 244
in Russellville, or at the
Sheffield Career Center.

Pilgrim’s is an Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/V/D.

Your Opportunity
for a Better
Future Begins at
Pilgrim’s!




Monday - Friday 8am-6pm | Saturday 8am-Noon
Sunday 1-5pm

- No appointment needed

« Covered by most
insurances

EXPRESS CARE

OF THE SHOALS
URGENT CARE & WALK-IN CLINIC

(256) 386-7774

1106 N Cave Street
Tuscumbia, AL 35674

FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

DRUGS

OPEN

Inl'mll:amnlleIIIZOS 993- 4554

FreelLocal Delive
Convenientid
Mostinsti

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237

Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield

he Franklin County Chamber of Commerce and the

Franklin County Development Authority are accepting
nominations for the 2021 Partnership Banquet, tentatively sched-
uled for Thursday, March 25th. Nomination forms are available on
the Chamber’s website (www.franklincountychamber.org) or at the
Chamber office (located at 103 Jackson Avenue North,
Russellville). Deadline for nominations is February 5th. For more
information or details, please contact the Franklin County
Chamber at 256.332.1760 or director@franklincountychamber.org.

ou are invited to Revival at the Church of God, 77

Mars Hill Road, in Phil Campbell, starting March 8th.
Singers featured each night, including the Mary Bean Family. The
Sutton Family will be preaching the Revival. Everyone is wel-
come. Starts at 6 p.m., nightly. For more information, call 256-324-
5288.

he NACOLG SenioRx Medication Assistance

Program supplies free and low-cost medications for
anyone in Alabama with a disability or a chronic illness, regardless
of age, that requires daily medication. Medicare recipients may
also be eligible. For more information, contact NACOLG SenioRx
today. There is no charge for this service. Call 1-800-AGELINE (1-
800-243-5463) or 256-389-0529 and ask for Paula Pardue. This
program is in partnership with the state of Alabama and Alabama
Department of Senior Services.

veryone is welcome to worship services at Duncan

Creek Baptist Church, 3925 Duncan Creek Road,
Russellville. Service times are Sunday School at 10 a.m., Worship
Service at 11 a.m. and Bible Study at 5 p.m. Pastor is Bro. Joe
Thorn.

ew Life Ministries invites you to join them for Sunday

School at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings and for wor-
ship services on Sundays at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. and Wednesday
nights at 7 p.m. On the first Sunday of each month, there will be a
fellowship lunch after morning services. You and your family are
invited to come worship and fellowship with the Lord of Hosts and
his children. New Life Ministries is located on Hwy. 24 west
toward Red Bay, behind Tompkins Feed.

OPS 0155 Russellville is now meeting at the

Russellville Hospital Education Room at 4:30 p.m.
every Monday. Everyone is welcome to drop in for a free meeting
visit. Call 256-446-5962 or 256-412-2855 for more info.

e Newburg Masonic Lodge #388 meets the first

Thursday of every month. The Russellville Masonic
Lodge #371 meets the first and third Tuesday of every month. The
Franklin County Shrine Club meets the second Tuesday of each month.
The Order of the Eastern Star Chapter 256 meets every second and
fourth Tuesday of each month at the Russellville Masonic Lodge.
Spruce Pine Masonic Lodge #608 meets the second and fourth
Thursday of each month. Phil Campbell Masonic Lodge #880 meets
the first and third Thursday of each month. Burleson Lodge #143 meets
the second and fourth Monday of each month. Belgreen Lodge #428
meets the first and third Monday of each month. All meetings start at 7
p.m.

ussellville Al-Anon is meeting at Russellville First

Baptist Church at 6 p.m., each Thursday. We are wear-
ing masks and social distancing.

Don’t forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Russellville Library celebrates 107th birthday

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced the Russellville Public Library to come
up with creative ideas to keep its patrons involved with the library.

Librarian Ashley Cummins, and her staff of Perla Martinez and Peggy
Harrison, have worked hard to implement virtual programs and take-home
activities for both adults and children.

The Russellville Public Library celebrates its 107th birthday this month. The
original library was formed on February 14, 1914. In keeping with the
Valentine’s Day theme, the library is offering free craft kids for kids and adults
through a partnership with the Franklin County Cooperative Extension Office.
These craft bags include several different activities and some sweet
Valentine’s Day treats.

“They are wonderful educational craft kits,” Cummins said. “They are avail-
able for pickup through appointments or we can give them out on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Either way, we’'ll be happy to give them away while
they last.”

The library also has origami craft kits available at no cost. The kits include
a book, a heart-shaped origami pattern, a ruler and instructions to make a
beautiful heart-shaped origami out of a recycled book.

The Russellville Public Library is open Monday thru Friday from 9-5 and
Saturday 10-2. Cummins said they are still encouraging patrons to call 256-
332-1535 and make an appointment to come in, but they are accommodat-
ing walk-ins as well.

“We can have up to seven appointments at one time, so we haven'’t had to
turn anyone away thankfully,” Cummins said.

Even with the pandemic closing in on one year, Cummins said the library’s
circulation has not decreased, and has even shown a slight increase.

“People are reading more now that they’re home. Our computer use has
slowed down a little because people seem to enjoy the option of curbside
pickup,” Cummins said.

Patrons can schedule an appointment to have documents printed, faxed or
scanned. Printing is 25 cents per page. Cummins said her staff has been
printing a lot of tax forms since the first of the year.

The library will continue to offer story times by Zoom, something that has
grown in popularity due to a great response from local schools.

Other upcoming programs include the annual gardening series in conjunc-
tion with the Alabama Cooperative Extension Office, and the summer read-
ing program will also be offered.

Entertainer Steve Trash has been using the library’s WiFi to do some of his
virtual programming. Cummins said she hopes to partner with Trash for a
summer program, but whether that’s virtual or in-person is yet to be deter-
mined.

The Russellville Public Library is located at 110 Lawrence St. East, in
downtown Russellville.
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by offering free craft bags

Vileritime sering A7 l:_ F.
i

COURTESY PHOTO
The craft bags given out by the Russellville Public Library included
Valentine’s Day treats along with activities.

Highway Department dealing with multiple issues after winter storm

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The snow and ice on Franklin County roadways may be gone, but the prob-
lems are just beginning for employees of the Franklin County Highway
Department as a result of the recent severe weather outbreak.

Highway Department crews worked through the weekend clearing fallen
trees from the roads. But now that the ice has melted, there’s a new problem
to address—potholes.

According to Franklin County Engineer David Palmer, freezing tempera-
tures combined with heavy snow and ice presence combine to dramatically
change the surface temperature on roadways. Ice, unlike rainfall, just sits
there on top of the road, resulting in seepage into already existing cracks on
the surface.

“When it starts to melt, water has time to creep down into those hairline
cracks, as opposed to rain, which has a quick runoff,” Palmer said. “Then we
saw that water freeze again and that expands, breaking the asphalt and the
chip seal. It's the cycle of freezing and thawing that makes it different.”

Palmer said his crews worked much of last week dealing with downed trees
and debris clean up, with a major assist from Franklin County volunteer fire

departments and law enforcement.

“We really appreciate their assistance. It takes everyone working together
on these kinds of issues,” Palmer said.

With more than five inches of snow that followed three days of freezing rain,
that was a recipe for disaster, literally, for Franklin County. And the repeated
freezing, thawing and re-freezing compounded the damage to roads.

“I expect the county will apply for Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) disaster relief and | think it will be declared a disaster area,” Palmer
said. “That would help with the cost of overtime hours for clean up as well as
equipment purchased or rented to help with debris removal.

“Unfortunately, FEMA funds generally won’t fund pothole patching on roads
related to freezing and thawing. As always, we’ll try to get what we can and
it will be a huge help to offset overtime costs, equipment and debris removal
costs,” he added.

Highway Department crews will complete work orders as they can around
their added duties of tree removal from roadways and debris cleanup.

“After an event like this, the damage is widespread. That's a problem.
There’s only so many of us, so we ask people to be patient and we’ll do work
orders on these issues as they come in. We'll get to them as quick as we
can,” Palmer said.

For news updates throughout the week, don’t forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘PLAN,’ from page 1

2021.

That rail line, which begins at the Sheffield Rail Yard, runs through
Littleville, Russellville and Phil Campbell on its way to Birmingham.

Norfolk Southern is seeking to discontinue its traffic control system on the
West End line. The plan involves “retiring the signal system and changing the
method of operation to Norfolk Southern Operating Rule 171,” according to
the company’s statement filed with the FRA.

Currently, the line includes lighted traffic control systems that warn train
conductors of problems with the tracks, other trains approaching and/or the
need to switch lines.

The company cites the reason for the request as “operations no longer
require traffic control system,” according to the petition.

Norfolk Southern Rule 171, which addresses Non-Signaled Main Track,
requires conductors, prior to passing each station sign, to “announce by
radio the Timetable station name and specify the track designation when
operating in multiple track territory.”

The West End Line includes control points at Brookside, Blossburg, Locust,
Bryan, Standard, Parish, Gamble, Burton, Nauvoo, Ash, Lynn, Bankhead,
Yankee, Delmar, Haleyville, Phil Campbell, Franklin, Hyde and Littleville,
along with 38 automatic signals.

If approved, the plan calls for “all signaled sidings within the application lim-
its to be made non-controlled, other than main track.”

The proposed change would be “permanent,” according to the company’s
petition.

When Phil Campbell Councilwoman Lynn Landers learned of Norfolk
Southern’s proposal, she had immediate concerns for the safety of business-
es and residents in her town.

“Without these signals, there could be a potential for derailment and as
close as they run through Phil Campbell to businesses and residents, espe-
cially if the train is carrying hazardous materials, there could be a disastrous
result,” Landers said.

“Those signals alert them of problems with the tracks, or if a switch did not
change and those are important for the safe operation of the trains. If they go

across the Reedy Branch trestle, where there is a signal, and it doesn’t alert
them if the signal isn’t working properly, that could be harmful to us as well
as harmful to Norfolk Southern’s employees,” she added.

Landers said she plans to submit her opposition to the elimination of the
traffic signals through the FRA website and she encourages Phil Campbell
residents to do the same.

The Franklin Free Press spoke with a former Norfolk Southern employee
who said the proposal was primarily a ‘cost-saving measure’ for the compa-
ny and that safety issues could arise if the system is deactivated.

“It is a step back in maintaining, and/or improving infrastructure needs for
the public,” the source said. “If these main tracks and sidings were to have
an emergency or derailment, Alabama cities, towns, communities, business-
es and people would be devastatingly affected.

“Itis in the best interest of the public, residents, railroad employees and the
environment to have the safety assurances which are provided by a fully
functioning signal system,” the source added.

Norfolk Southern officials did not respond to emails from the Franklin Free
Press asking for comment on the plan.

The company’s statement filed with the Federal Railroad Administration
states that “the existing safety of operations will be maintained” if the pro-
posed change is approved.

Rep. Proncey Robertson (R-Mount Hope) said he has been contacted by
constituents concerned about Norfolk Southern’s proposal. Robertson said
he planned to contact Congressman Robert Aderholt’s office about the mat-
ter and he encouraged residents with concerns to do the same.

“The federal government deals with railroad issues much more so than the
state level. Over the years, they’'ve closed more and more crossings and
tried to eliminate them completely because of safety concerns they have with
them, so it’'s a little surprising to hear they want to do away with signals,”
Robertson said.

“The best hope is that we receive help from our federal delegation willing to
regulate this correctly. | encourage people to reach out to Congressman
Aderholt and | will be doing the same,” he added.

Franklin County Commission vacates portion of highway 524

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Commission conditionally approved the vacating of a
pomon of Highway 524 at the commission’s business meeting held February
18

After rescheduling the meeting from Tuesday morning due to severe weath-
er concerns, commissioners met at 12 p.m., Thursday, for a public hearing to
receive citizen input on the proposed road closing.

Although there was no opposition to the vacating of the road at the public
hearing, Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore asked commissioners
to approve the measure conditionally to allow anyone wanting input on the
vacating to have an opportunity to do so.

The move was approved, subject to reconsideration in the event there is
any public opposition presented to the commission.

The 3,380-foot portion of 524 runs from the Franklin County Landfill to the
previous location of the Cedar Creek Bridge. That bridge was removed more
than 20 years ago and the portion of 524 has seen a lot of illegal activity and
illegal dumping, according to Mickey Gentry, who petitioned the commission
for the vacating.

In other agenda items, the commission:

—approved the hiring of Edgar Bahena as a temporary property appraiser
in the Franklin County Revenue Commissioner’s Office, effective January 25,
2021.

—approved the employment of Jesus Luna Bailon as a temporary custodi-
an/housekeeper/groundskeeper at the Franklin County Courthouse effective

February 8, 2021.

—authorized Solid Waste Manager Gene Ward to submit a bid to the City
of Russellville for transport and hauling of solid waste to the transfer station.
The bid must be submitted by March 1, 2021.

—approved the employment of Heath Boyles as a corrections officer/dis-
patcher at the Franklin County Jail, effective February 9, 2021.

—approved the contract service of Barry Jones to perform basic mainte-
nance at the Franklin County Jail on an as-needed basis.

—approved the hiring of Kelsey Brooke Harbin as a temporary account-
ant/payable clerk at the Franklin County Courthouse Annex effective
February 22, 2021.

—set a date of February 25, 2021, at 6 p.m., as the time for a public hear-
ing on the proposed expenditure of funds for fiber-optic broadband service to
businesses in and around the Russellville Industrial Park. The hearing will be
followed at 6:30 p.m., by a business meeting to consider approving the
expenses.

—authorized Moore to work with Franklin County Emergency Management
Agency Director Mary Glass and Franklin County Engineer David Palmer to
execute any documents necessary relating to the State of Emergency result-
ing from the severe weather outbreak.

—re-appointed Angela Townsel to the Riverbend Center for Mental Health
Board of Directors for a six-year term.

—tabled consideration of retirement conversion for Franklin County
employees from Tier Il to Tier | employees in the State of Alabama
Retirement Systems, pending action by the Alabama Legislature regarding
the matter. The matter will be revisited next month.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t forget to visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!
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goods or services are priced so low that other suppliers cannot compete
and, as a result, are forced to leave the market.

The act prevents big retailers from pricing gasoline below its cost to pur-
chase and transport it to the station.

While it may seem strange that a law would place a floor on the price of a
gallon of gas, the public policy behind the act is to protect smaller station
owners and independent owners from being forced out of business. When
that happens, the legislature believed, the resulting monopolies by large oil
companies would then create an environment where they could set fuel
prices at an unreasonably hightr(]:ost, thus hurting consumers.

On Wednesday, February 17", a gallon of gas at Murphy USA (in front of
Walmart) was $2.169. That same price was posted at Southside Grocery on
Highway 43 South.

Chevron stations in Russellville, including Chevron’s anchor store, Legacy
Chevron on Highway 43 North, had a $2.359 per gallon cost for unleaded
gasoline.

Three citizens contacted the Franklin Free Press to voice their concerns
about whether Chevron was price gouging consumers with its higher costs.

The FFP reached out to Jim Sibley of Sibley Oil Company, which owns
Chevron stations in Russellville, Littleville and the Shoals, to inquire about
his higher costs.

On Thursday, Southside increased its regular unleaded cost to $2.359 per
gallon. The Murphy station in front of Walmart increased to the same price
when it reopened Thursday.

Sibley explains a practice for many years in Russellville, where gas prices
are dictated by the ‘biggest fish in the pond,” Murphy USA. Sibley said he tra-
ditionally prices fuel two cents above Murphy. Mark “Yogi” Welborn, owner of
Yogi’'s Citgo on Waterloo Road, said he generally stays one cent above
Murphy.

That has changed in recent months, though, as Southside has set per gal-
lon costs at numbers that have other station owners questioning whether
prices comply with the Motor Fuel Marketing Act.

As Southside has gone lower and lower on its prices, Murphy has followed
suit, according to Welborn and Sibley.

“You have to mark up each gallon 6.8 cents to be in compliance with the
Motor Fuel Marketing Act,” Welborn said. “Murphy has matched that bottom

price, but | can’t sit there and lose 12 cents a gallon.

“We make about five cents a gallon. When people use a credit card, | actu-
ally lose money. We add around 2.5 cents per gallon transport costs in addi-
tion to the rack price we pay. Murphy has responded to Southside going way
down (per gallon). But Murphy owns 3,000 stores and their own refinery.
They do business all over the country,” Welborn added.

The Motor Fuel Marketing Act has an exception for retailers who drop
prices below cost if they are responding to a per gallon price already being
charged by another station in the market. In other words, the first station
could have issues with the act, but those who follow suit would not.

The FFP has learned that complaints against both Southside and Murphy
have been filed through the Petroleum & Convenience Marketers of
Alabama.

The Motor Fuel Marketing Act provides for a civil penalty of up to $10,000
for those found guilty of violating it. The civil action may be commenced by
either the district attorney or the Alabama Attorney General’s office.

Franklin County District Attorney Joey Rushing said he has never received
a request to pursue prosecution under the Motor Fuel Marketing Act.
Rushing did receive complaints last week about a gas station in Red Bay
allegedly raising premium gas prices to $3.55 per gallon.

Rushing referred the complainant to the Attorney General’s office website,
where citizens can complete reports asking for price gouging investigation to
be initiated.

“I've never received any evidence from anyone as far as someone selling
below market price,” Rushing said. “If we do receive it, it will be subject to
prosecution like any other criminal offense.”

Through the years, the Motor Fuel Marketing Act has been met with mixed
reviews. A 2004 study by the Federal Trade Commission concluded the act
was “likely to harm consumers by restricting competition.”

The FTC staff described the act as “unnecessary” because federal antitrust
laws already make below-cost pricing and price discrimination illegal.

A lawsuit based on the act was filed last year against Buc-ee’s convenience
stores, alleging illegal gas pricing in south Alabama.

In order to be successful, a lawsuit or prosecution under the Motor Fuel
Marketing Act requires proof the defendant priced gas below its cost and that
it did so to eliminate competition.

Census data delay a concern for Merrill

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The United States Census Bureau’s announcement last week that it will
delay delivery of 2020 redistricting data to all states until September 30,
2021, is not sitting well with some state officials, including Alabama Secretary
of State John Merrill.

The Census Bureau previously extended the original March 31, 2021,
deadline to April 30, 2021, due to “COVID-19 delays,” according to a Census
Bureau statement. Now that deadline has been pushed back an additional
five months until the end of September.

Data from the Census Bureau includes county of population by race, eth-
nicity, voting age, housing occupancy status and group quarters population,
all at the census block level. States then use this data to draw or redistrict
their legislative boH]ndaries.

In a February 19" letter to President Joe Biden, Merrill expressed his con-
cern in the delay saying it would “jeopardize states’ ability to effectively
administer elections.”

The Census Bureau statement says states have had access since 2018 to
prototype geographic support products and data tabulations from the 2018

Census test and that this information allowed states to “begin to design their
redistricting systems.”

Merrill’s letter expresses concern that Alabama is “in a position to possibly
lose a seat in the United States House of Representatives,” and that the
delay would place “an extreme burden on citizens, candidates and election
officials alike.”

As Alabama’s chief election officer, the Secretary of State is in charge of the
election process across the state.

Merrill told Biden that further delay of Census data would prohibit the
Alabama Legislature from completing redistricting prior to the 2022 election
cycle. That could put the state in a position where it might violate laws
related to the apportionment process, Merrill said.

“Seeing as fair redistricting cannot take place without the timely delivery
of Census information, | respectfully urge you to avoid additional delays
beyond April 30,” Merrill said in his letter.

Census information is also instrumental in calculating how much counties
receive in federal funding for a variety of programs.

Last year, the Franklin County Census Committee worked hard to encour-
age local participation in the Census, particularly among Hispanic families,
to insure an accurate population of the county is reported.

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. For updates on news and
sports throughout the week, visit www.franklinfreepress.net!
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JOB OPPORTUNITY

Need a truck driver with

one year of flatbed expe-

rience. Must pass drug
test and have good driv-
ing record. Record pay
27% of load and can
make $1,200 - $1,700a
week depending on you.
No waiting on loads.
Plan two to three days in

advance. Call (205)-468-

1523 for more informa-
tion.

FOR SALE

Plot at Franklin Memory
Gardens for sale. Call
256-668-7004 for more
information.

3,000 PSI pressure wash-
er, excellent condition
Used three times
$300 or trade for riding
lawn mower in good con-
dition
(256)-324-4893
Two Double Bed frames

for sale. One iron, one
wooden. Both w/ rails and

Consider buying a home this
season. The economy is stable,
low interest rates in north
Alabama, opportunities for
business and employment are

looking good.

Considere comprar _
casa pronto, Lo £
economiaesta |

estable con bajas | =

Tasos de interes En
el Norte de Alabama
hay buenas
oportunidades de
negocios y trabajo.
Enrique Aguilar
Real Estate Advisor
256-740-2356

wooden slats. $20 each.
13" Sylvania Color TV.
$10. Call 256-331-7434
or 256-810-9176.

Ashley Bedroom Suite
For Sale. Height Bed with
metal frame. Large dress-

er with mirror. Large
chest. Nightstand with
glass top. Mattress and
springs. $550. Excellent

condition. Call 256-332-

0205.

Beautiful Holiday Wreaths
for sale. 256-856-4139.

Timberline Lifetime High
Definition Roof Shingles.
Weatherwood Color, 21
Bundles. $400. (256)-
460-1959.

Two upright pianos for
sale. $100 each. Please
call 256-332-0068.

Duncan Phyle Dining
Table with two leaves and
six chairs. $280. Please
call (256)-460-9757.

Lighted curio/china cabi-
net with sliding with slid-
ing glass door with key.
$250. Please call (256)-
460-9757.

FOR RENT

One bedroom furnished
apartment with TV and
private entrance.
Call (256)-332-5081 or
(256)-627-1916 for more
information.

One bedroom unfur-
nished apartment. Stove
and refrigerator, private
entrance, patio.

Call (256)-332-5081 or
(256)-627-1916 for more
information.

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates
Yard Sale Rates: FREE,
Deadline Monday at
Noon; Real Estate-
Homes, acreage, lots for
sale or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks. Up to
40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats, RVs,
Motorcycles for sale. $15
for six consecutive

weeks. Up to 25 words
per ad; Pets For Sale
only $10 for six consecu-
tive weeks. Up to 25
words per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and Items
Under $100 (Private
Parties Only).15-word
limit; Commercial
Classified Rates: $25 for
Businesses, 15 words or
less for six weeks. Ads
exceeding word limit add
$10 per additional 15
words. The number in
parentheses represents
the number of times the
ad has appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255 to place,
cancel or renew your ad.
Payment is required in
advance of publication for
ads.

ALASCAN

|C|___ <

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPONSOR AN Exchange
student! Enjoy another
culture from the comfort
of your own home. Make

a difference in your com-
munity. Change a stu-
dent’s life! 1-678-745-

8081.

SERVICES

BEST SATELLITE TV
with 2 Year price
Guarantee! $59.99/mo.
with 190 Channels and 3
months free premium
movie channels! Free
next day installation! Call
1-855-943-1314.

PLACE STATEWIDE Ads
in over 100 Newspapers,
reaching over 1 million
readers each week! Run

ifiads

Help Wanted

Daily Bread BBQ
Please apply in person at
305 S. Jackson Ave., or call

256-332-9621

256 332 0255

your ad in our Classified

Network for just $210 per
week! Make one call to
this newspaper (partici-
pating Alascan newspa-
per) or call 1-800-264-

7043 to find out how easy

it is to advertise
statewide!

INSTRUCTION

ONLINE PHARMACY
Technician Training New
Students Only. Call &
Press 1. Financial Aid
Available for those who
qualify. 100% Online
Courses. Call 1-844-359-

SERVICES » APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

Starting at $49/month!
Call for your Free rate
comparison to see how
much you can save!
Please call: 1-855-408-
7970 for more informa-
tion!

LOWEST PRICES on
Health Insurance. We
have the best rates from
top companies! See how
much you can save, Call
now at 1-844-335-8693
for more information!

SAVE BIG on Home
Insurance! Compare 20

of $444/year! Call 1-888-
674-0779. (M-F 8am-8pm
Central)

HEALTH/BEAUTY

APLACE For Mom has
helped over a million fam-
ilies find senior living. Our

trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to your
unique needs at no cost

to you. Call 1-205-855-

2004.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA
and Cialis Users! A
cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices! 50

2283. A-rated insurance compa- Pill Special- $99 + Free
nies. Let us do the shop- Shipping! 100% guaran-
INSURANCE ping & save you time & teed. Call Now: 1-855-
money. Get a quote within 382-4115.
AUTO INSURANCE minutes. Average savings
HOUSES/APTS in
FORRENT  Russellville.

3BR & 2BR
houses and
apts. for rent

Call 256-324-
2395 or 256-
291-7275.

PUBLIC NOTICE

right to bid.

2011 Dodge Journey

In accordance with the Alabama
Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act, Alabama
Code Sections 32-13-1 through 32-13-8, the
following motor vehicle will be sold for
cash at 10:30 a.m., on April 14, 2021, at
M&N Wrecker & Service Center, 11833 Hwy.
43 South, Russellville, Al, 35653. Seller
reserves the right to reject any bid and the

VIN 3DPG1FG7BT528177

For updates on news and sports throughout

the week, visit us on the web at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon
panels, letters to the editor and other creative

submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT:

Russell de Villa Apartments in Russellville has
openings for 1BR & 2BR apartments. Rent

based on income.

Background screening includes criminal, partial

credit and past landlord.

&

Applications are take M,W,F from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call 256-332-7873.

=)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Boutwell commits
to University of
Montevallo to
continue golf career

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

RUSSELLVILLE - As the basketball playoffs are
heating up and baseball and softball is slowly
starting to begin, the Russellville golf team finally
got the green light to begin practice on Monday.

And once the season begins for the Golden
Tigers, they’ll have one more college commit on
the roster after senior golfer Eric Boutwell recent-
ly announced his commitment to the University of
Montevallo.

While Boutwell had a few different offers under
his belt, the Golden Tiger eventually settled on
Montevallo after much deliberation. The key fac-
tors for Boutwell’s decision revolved around multi-
ple things, but the real kicker was the golf course
he would get to call home over the next four years.

“I had a couple of different offers on the table but
| really liked where Montevallo plays. They play at
Timberline Golf Club every day and it's such a
beautiful course with good facilities to practice at
and work on my game and that was what led me
there,” Boutwell said.

Competing in the Alabama Boys Junior State
Championship last July (in which he finished 19th
out of over 120 participants) Boutwell has made a
name for himself amongst golfing circles across
the state.

Now that he has his college commitment in-
hand, Boutwell knows exactly what he and his
team are setting their sights on as they prepare to

See ‘BOUTWELL,’ page 14

Pest Solutions

Pest & osquito

Control
256-332-4008

After a thrilling finish in the final minute in their regional semifinal matchup win, Belgreen is staring down
the programs first elite eight appearance since the 2013-2014 season.
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Belgreen possesses a resource that most teams don’t: a deep bench. That depth is part of the rea-
son that Bulldogs advanced to the elite eight after a 63-61 victory over Holy Spirit.

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

TUSCALOOSA - It might have only been 1.6
seconds, but it felt like an eternity for Belgreen
head coach Marty Cooper and his squad. The
ending to the Bulldogs 63-61 regional semifinal
victory over Holy Spirit ultimately came down to a
scrap over the ball as time expired after an
inbound play under the basket for the Saints set
up a potential game-tying basket. But the
moments leading up to that point were nerve
wracking to say the least for the Bulldogs who
were seeking their first trip to the elite eight since
the 2013-2014 season.

“It was the true definition of a nailbiter,” Cooper
said. “l thought we had the rebound and they
called a jump ball. Then they set up a play and we
called a timeout once we saw a little bit of what

they might be trying to do and boy that was a long
1.6 seconds.”

The final half of the fourth quarter might have
had Belgreen fans on the edge of their seats, the
first three and a half quarters were no different.

After junior forward Collin Bonner got into foul
trouble early on in the first half, Belgreen was
forced to dip into their bench. On the surface, that
might have spelled ultimate doom for any casual
fans pulling for the Bulldogs to pull off a win in their
sweet sixteen matchup, especially after the Saints
jumped out to a commanding 18-9 lead after the
first quarter.

But if you have followed this team closely
throughout this season, you know that the
Bulldogs got where they are thanks in part to the
fact that if needed they can go 12 players deep
when in a bind.

See ‘HANCEVILLE,” page 12

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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While others might have started to worry once Bonner got into foul trouble,
his brother Will Bonner knew that the Bulldogs had the depth to remain com-
petitive across however long they might be without his brother and counter-
part.

“We trust our bench. If one of us gets into foul trouble we know we can
depend on a couple of guys to get out there and get after it for a little bit,” Will
Bonner said. “We trusted our bench a lot in that game because Collin got
into some of that foul trouble and we had to have some breathers. So those
guys stepped up and kept us in the game and we sorted things out.”

And boy did they sort things out.

After entering the second quarter down nine points, Will Bonner would put
the Bulldogs on his back and shoulder the scoring load as the Bulldogs were
able to rout the Saints before halftime, outscoring them 24-12 to enter half-
time with a 33-30 lead.

During his two seasons at the helm of the Bulldog program, Cooper has
seen Will Bonner take over games more times than he can count. However,
showing up the way the junior guard did in such a tight spot in a playoff
game, Bonner was on an entirely different level according to Cooper.

“He had that look in his eyes. He was determined that he was not going to
let us lose this game. | guess we just get accustomed to seeing this kind of
performance from Will but tonight was something special. Tonight was more
special than what Will Bonner typically does,” Cooper said.

Not lost on Cooper is how key his bench depth was in the win. And getting
contributions from multiple guys coming off the bench will be key as the
Bulldogs make a legitimate push for the programs first final four appearance
since the 1999-2000 season.

“Adrian Reaves came off the bench and did a great job for us and Austin
James hit a couple of big threes for us as well. Scout Bragwell only had six
points but it seemed like both threes he made came at critical times for us,”
Cooper said. “Isac Willingham was battling a good player inside all night long
and that guy got 17 points, but Isac made him earn every single one of them.
It was just a good all-around team win for us tonight.”

Willingham, who has become the unsung battle-tested vet for this Belgreen
squad, has taken on the role of doing the dirty work that most other players
try to avoid over the course of 32 minutes. However, it's not just the diving

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL

31 Vincent Dr.
Just off Hwy 43
across from
Russellville
Fire Department

Laundromat/Lavanderia
| |

Open 7
days a week
6:00 a.m. -

10-:30 p.m.
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after loose balls and grabbing the tough rebounds that has gotten the atten-
tion of his head coach over the past two years. But rather something that
won’t show up in the box score at the end of the night.

“He’s one of the glue guys for our team. He doesn’t always show up big on
the stat line but everyone on this team knows how important he is to us and
what he does to help us win every night,” Cooper said.

As they prepare for their elite eight matchup against last year’s 1A state
championPickens County, Will Bonner knows exactly what the Bulldogs pri-
mary focus will be leading up to tipoff on Thursday evening: defense.

“Our offense has been really efficient this year and we average about 70
points a game so our offense will take care of itself. We’ve just got to make
sure we’re up to our standards on the defensive side of things,” Bonner said.
“Our defense will win us a game if we let it and while we didn’t play that well
on that side of the ball tonight, | know if we keep working at it, we'll get to
where we want to be.”

As for Cooper’s mindset when it comes to the matchup against Pickens
County, he keeps it plain and simple.

“If you want to be the champs, you've gotta beat the champs,” Cooper
said.

Will Bonner led the Bulldogs in scoring on the night with 32 points while
going 8-9 from the free throw line (including knocking down five crucial free
throws in the final quarter). Despite sitting for a majority of the game due to
being in foul trouble, Collin Bonner managed to rack up 12 points in the win,
knocking down his only two free throws. The aforementioned Bragwell fin-
ished with his two three-pointers on the night while Canaan Stough and
Austin James both added five points for the Bulldogs while Reaves knocked
down a three-pointer in the second quarter for his lone scoring on the night.

The Bulldogs will take on Pickens County at 4:30 on Thursday at Wallace-
State Community College in Hanceuville.

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Lady Bobcats fall one game
short of return to Hanceville

Staff Reports

After a highly contested back-and-forth for a majority of the game, a strong
final quarter from their opponent proved to be too much for Phil Campbell to

overcome in their regional semifinal matchup.

The Lady Bobcats fell 45-41 to the second-ranked team in 3A girls basket-
ball, Susan Moore on Monday night, ending an impressive season for Phil
Campbell.

The Lady Bulldogs (25-2) took an early 11-7 lead over the Lady Bobcats
(23-5) in the first quarter as Phil Campbell got two points each from Katie
Thomas, Kenner Scott and Faith Cook.

In the second quarter, the Lady Bobcats were able to limit the damage as
they paced the Lady Bulldogs at ten points apiece in the quarter. Thomas
led the Lady Bobcats in scoring for the quarter with six points while Scott and
Branch each chipped in two points each in the quarter.

After halftime is where Phil Campbell was able to make up ground against
Susan Moore, holding the Lady Bulldogs to just five points in the quarter
while scoring 11 points and getting key scoring contributions from four differ-
ent Lady Bobcats.

Thomas continued to lead the way for Phil Campbell with five points in the
third quarter with Scott knocking down a three-pointer in the quarter. Seniors
Olivia Taylor and Caitlynn Mills were both able to get on the board in the third

See ‘BOBCATS,’ page 15

For daily updates on news and sports, don’t forget to check
us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Bobcats bang out 29 hits, post pair of shutouts in doubleheader sweep

Staff Reports

Phil Campbell pounded out 29 hits and got great work on the mound from
four different pitchers Saturday, shutting out Curry 13-0 and Addison 10-0 in
a season-opening doubleheader.

John Miller Lawson led the offensive onslaught for the Bobcats (2-0), finish-
ing the day 7-for-8 with a home run, a double and five RBls. Austen Baker
homered in the second game and finished the day 4-for-7 with three RBls
and four runs scored.

Mason Swinney dominated on the mound in the opener against Curry, strik-
ing out seven batters and walking two in four innings of no-hit ball. Swinney
(1-0) had three strikeouts in the bottom of the first inning, induced an inning-
ending double-play ball in the second, and then retired six of the seven men
he faced in the third and fourth before giving way to reliever Luke Barnwell.

Barnwell, who entered the game with Phil Campbell leading just 2-0,
earned the save. The senior right-hander pounded the zone in his three
shutout innings, throwing 28 of his 36 pitches for strikes. He struck out two,
walked none and allowed two hits.

The Bobcats jumped in front in the top of the second, scoring twice on a
pair of walks, a wild pitch, an RBI groundout by Bryant Anthony and a passed
ball. The score remained 2-0 until the top of the sixth, when a double by
Bryant Hyde sparked a seven-run inning by Phil Campbell.

Anthony delivered a two-run double to make it 4-0, and the Bobcats also
got RBI singles from Lawson and Ridge Raper. Hyde capped off the rally with
his second hit of the inning, a two-run single that made it 9-0.

Baker added an RBI single in the top of the seventh, and then Lawson fin-
ished off the scoring with a three-run homer to left to make it 13-0.

Lawson went 4-for-4 in game one with four RBIs, and Hyde was 2-for-4 with
two RBIs and two runs scored. Anthony was 2-for-4 with three RBIls, and
Raper went 2-for-5 with an RBI and a run. Baker and Levi Crittenden each

scored two runs. Barnwell and Trey Leindecker had one hit apiece.

Raper (1-0) got the start on the mound against Addison in Saturday’s sec-
ond game and tossed four shutout innings, allowing just two hits and striking
out eight. He walked two batters and hit two. The senior right-hander threw
39 of his 60 pitches for strikes and improved his career varsity record to 18-
2 while lowering his career ERA to 1.91. Raper is quickly closing in on 200
career strikeouts, with Saturday’s eight punch-outs giving him 186 in 135.2
career innings.

Phil Campbell got five hits (including an RBI single by Lawson) in the top of
the first inning but managed only two runs, running into a pair of outs on the
bases.

Raper then worked around a hit batter and a walk in the bottom of the first,
striking out back-to-back batters with runners at second and third to end the
inning.

The Bobcats added three more runs in the top of the second, getting a dou-
ble from Leindecker, an RBI single from Barnwell and RBI doubles from
Swinney and Austen Baker. Raper struck out three batters in the bottom of
the second, and doubles by Hyde and Leindecker in the top of the third
stretched the lead to 6-0.

Raper racked up two more K’s in the bottom of the third, and Baker blast-
ed a two-out home run in the top of the fourth to make it 7-0. Phil Campbell
scored twice in the fifth on three walks, a wild pitch and an RBI single by
Swinney. Lawson singled and scored on a base hit by Hyde in the top of the
sixth to make it 10-0.

Cam Habada pitched two hitless innings in relief for the Bobcats, striking
out five and walking one. He threw 18 of his 30 pitches for strikes.

Swinney and Baker each finished game two 3-for-4 with two RBIs and two
runs scored. Lawson also had three of Phil Campbell’s 16 hits. Hyde was 2-
for-3 with two runs scored, and Barnwell went 2-for-3 with an RBI and a run.
Leindecker was 2-for-3 with a pair of doubles, and Raper went 1-for-4.

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

MISSION
MEDIGAL

Now Open Saturdays from 8-12

COVID-19
Testing Available

Experience and Trust you can
rely on for your family's
health!

Call for an
appointment

(256) 398-7212 + 14001 Hwy 43

8-5 ) Franklin Shopping Center ¢ Russellville, AL

Where Everybody )
Rnows Jour Name...¢

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance
Mail Order Delivery*
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A&L Carries Su erior Fire laces begin their season in the coming weeks.
p places,

this year. Obviously getting to state is the main goal but | think if we can

Boutwell has been a part of the Russellville program for years now and nat-

Boutwell said. “I've been working on keeping the ball in play just chipping

— : Boutwell snagged a college commitment to play golf. And according to

“Growing up I've always played aggressively just using drivers everywhere

that there’s a time and place for that,” Boutwell said. “I could go play ten

| can handle and keep the ball in the fairway and put myself to where I'll have

Stay warm this winter!
y . € »
BOUTWELL,” from page 11
“We don’t have as much experience as a team this year as we have had in
recent years and we’ve got a lot of guys that are relatively new to the game
make it through sectionals as a team that will be huge for us,” Boutwell said.
vent-free natural gas & LP “As for myself, | want to win a state championship and be the best that | can
be. But as an individual golfer, winning state is on my list for sure.”
- - I urally, his game has progressed an extensive amount.
an Woo urn I ng Irep aces- “I've been working a lot on my short game. I've always hit the ball pretty far
for my age and size so | haven't been too worried or focused on that,”
L f h 2 " and putting. I've started playing a lot smarter so I’'m not having to work near
o s o s y es o ma C any ecor.. as hard to shoot and get good scores.”
: Learning how to play “smart” is a large part of the reason as to how
Boutwell, the learning process behind playing smarter essentially came down
to changing the way he played golf entirely.
and trying to cut corners and make the course play shorter than it should real-
ly. And playing like that can get you in a lot of trouble and I've finally realized
rounds at my home course and before | would always use a driver on every
hole. Now I’'m probably hitting three drivers around. Using clubs that | know
good yardage to the hole that I'll like is how I've refined my game the most
over the years.”

256.332.8181

HWY 43 - Littleville
Kevin G. Kelly, M.D. | " rm

Ne*-“*~qrn Care

Serving your family for over 3Q\ez v Y2-5901

Urgent Care &
Walk-in Clinic

* Entrance located on right
side closest to Fred's
* Please excuse our growing painss

Same h

ours - e e

Same ", o e
'¢)¢=atl0n,I - COURTESY PHOTO

ew 'OOk' 1 Over the years, Boutwell has learned to play golf smarter, which involves learn-
L ‘

- ing how to keep the ball at a yardage that he feels comfortable with.
|256-331-20s

No Appointment Needed

13150 Hwy. 43 Suite 10

Russellville, AL
(intersection of Hwy. 24 and Hwy. 43)

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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quarter as both chipped in with two points apiege. g HPEE\ég'TOS ‘ ﬁ l e i ‘

Carrying a 28-26 Open
rter, th looked
Ao MIEWARD UL o

for the Lady Bobcats.
Then the Lady
Bulldogs flipped a
switch.

Phil Campbell got six
points from their senior
leader, Katie Thomas
and two points each
from Branch and Scott

E
GIFT CARDS A A
Availabl _ ‘ Will Bonner
' Junior, Guard
& b\ Belgreen
% When the Bulldogs needed someone to
step up and lead, Bonner answered the

in the fourth quarter, : q
but it wouldn’t be 74 n@el dl/ W call as he has done time and time again
enough as the Lady " . this season. After leading Belgreen to a
Bulldogs would go on L'cens Mage.rhrp'“ LML 5149 subregion win over Covenant Christian
?h1?"_13l run ’ﬂlroug'h. S ERIENERS — : with 18 points, the junior guard then
Suesalrr]laM?)L:)?e ?;’eg";gt‘g - elevated his performance with a 32-
41 victory and sending point outing in the Bulldogs 63-61
them to the elite eight reglonal semifinal victory over Holy
with an appearance at @ 256.332.4220
Wallace-State in »« | Creative Image Salon

. . M\
Hanceville later this 7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine

week.

Thomas led Phil
Campbell in scoring with 18 points while pulling down seven rebounds to
go along with an assist on the night. Scott finished her night with nine
points to go along with four rebounds and four assists while Branch would
chip in with six points and four rebounds for the Lady Bobcats. Mills added
five points for Phil Campbell while dishing out two assists and bringing in
two rebounds. Taylor added two points in addition to two rebounds and
four assists for the night.

Gas Board

Call for details
256.332.2020

Loan Features:

Space | » Can finance 100% of * No prepayment penalty
installation costs * Must use licensed
g * Monthly loan payment contractor
Rebatedl S added to utility bill « Available to residential
m)h / "p;h l * Quick approval process owner-occupied
per heater tota

* Fixed rate loan terms are single-family and duplex

available up to 6 years homes

Primary

Heaung

{8 wtm, e =
3100- = 4800




BUSINESS DIRECT RY

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255

MOWING

- A“. Fre
Ny Esnmates

© MOWING « TRIMM NG censed

MULCHING ¢ CLEANING LEAVING
HEDGING & SHRUBS ¢+ EDGING

PEST CONTROL

PREDATOR

“The Insect Predator”
Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

A 1
Franklin County District Attor: nev
) 256 332 8870 256 710 4713

MASSAGE

REWARD YOURSELF OR
SOMEONE YOU.
LOVE

\

256-332-1561
73 Flippen St

Russellville ‘

Housing Authority
Incorporated

Personcl Touch Fitness

Personal Training; & Rehab;

= e i

7
7AN

256-668-2844,

Weight Training - Abdominal Routine
Cardio and Flexibility Exercises
Nutritional Counseling

Rlckgyfs mith

Fitness Specialist

PETS

Daycare, Boarding & Grooming
@G@b 1140 Ronnie McDowell Ave Sg3

Behind Pizza Hut

| 5 0 %<3 256398-8112 Ity

9

franklinfreepress.net
LAN DSCAPING

v

MAILBOX ¢ SMARTPHONE » TABLET * COMPUTER * RA!

;

Sunday: 11:00 - 12:00
4 Adult Sunday School: 10:00 - 11:00

Everyone is invited to join us for
this special time of worship.

PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org

(256) 332-8811

SWAP SHOP

Call 24/7 to post items you have for sale,

trade, or want to buy. Also, you may
listen to items that have been called

in. There is NO CHARGE for

470 advertising your
e noncommercial items.
0’ Dial-A-Deal comes on
at 12:00 noon Monday

3 thru Friday on WFMH 95.5 FM.

"The Dial-A-Deal phone number

is really nifty; just remember
256-331-51 50."
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