
By Janet Lunder Hanafin

The idea of creating pandemic portraits 
“came to me all at once last spring,” said  
Katie Howie, a Highland Park resident who 

has been a professional portrait photographer for 
more than a decade.

Like countless others, Howie saw her small busi-
ness come to an abrupt halt a year ago after re-
strictions were put in place to slow the spread of  
COVID-19. Sheltering at home with her husband 
and two school-age children, “I was restless and 
sad and scared,” she said. “There’s a lot of pressure 
as an artist to be constantly producing something.”

Howie could not keep her business going when 
nonessential workers had to stay home, and she did 

not feel motivated to engage in new hobbies. She 
wrestled with the new reality for several weeks as 

she tried to focus on her family. 
Soon she was inspired by a friend who is an ob-

stetrician-gynecologist. “She was crowd-sourcing 
PPE (personal protective equipment) because her 
hospital didn’t have enough,” Howie said. “I was 
inspired by her tenacity to take care of herself, her 
partners, her patients.” 

Her doctor friend became the first subject for 
the pandemic portraits project Howie calls “By a 
Thread.” She drew the title from lyrics of a song she 
loves, “The Pull of You” by the rock band The Na-
tionals, and the line, “we’re connected by a thread.”

Though people were scared about the pandemic, 
some were still showing up at their jobs, Howie 
said. She wanted to photograph them to show their 
courage and to express the struggle and hope of 
their personal stories. The news media were featur-
ing an abundance of photos and videos of people 
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By Jane MccLure

Sweeping new tenant pro-
tections that were origi-
nally scheduled to take ef-

fect on March 1 in Saint Paul now 
face an uncertain future. A group 
of more than 20 landlords and 
limited liability companies has 
filed a suit alleging that the city’s 
Stable Accessible Fair and Equi-
table (SAFE) Housing ordinance 
violates the landlords’ property 
rights and rights of due process 
and free speech.

The 50-page lawsuit was filed 
on February 12 in U.S. District 
Court. The plaintiffs are asking 
the court to prohibit enforce-
ment of the ordinance until a 
trial on the merits of the case can 
be held, according to Steve Kat-
kov, one of a group of attorneys 
representing the landlords. 

By Jane MccLure

Plans to replace a dry-cleaning 
shop with a five-story, mixed-
use building at the northwest 

corner of Saint Clair and Cleveland 
avenues received a split vote of sup-
port from the Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council’s Housing and 
Land Use Committee on February 24. 

After hearing from many neighbors, 
the committee voted 12-10-1 to recom-
mend three variances for the building. 
Attendance at the online meeting 
maxed out at 100 and, despite efforts 
to let more people in, some neighbors 
said they were still unable to hear the 
presentation and weigh in.

Developer Jeremy Exley of Bloom-
ington-based WEB Developments 
LLC wants to tear down Roxy Clean-
ers at 235 S. Cleveland Ave. to make 
way for the new building. The build-
ing would have 23 one- and two-bed-
room apartments and about 2,600 

Landlords sue 
to block city’s 
SAFE Housing 
ordinance
They claim new tenant 
protections infringe on 
constitutional rights

Reaction split 
over mixed-use 
project at Saint 
Clair-Cleveland 
Cleaners would be razed for 
apartments, commercial space

Getting a warm reception. Jim McCorkell and Chris Greenhow check out 
the frozen sculpture by an anonymous artist in front of a home at 1218 Summit Ave. 
The piece was relocated to a neighbor’s yard after being removed by the city from its 
original spot on public space near Summit and Griggs Street. Despite the effort, it sadly 
began to disappear with the arrival of spring-like temperatures.  PhoTo by brAD STAuffer

Project expresses struggle, 
courage during year of virus
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Katie howie poses on her front steps, as she has photo-
graphed others during the pandemic. PhoTo by brAD STAuffer

Howie finds common thread with pandemic portraits
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square feet of first-floor commercial 
space.

The property is zoned commer-
cial, which allows for a mixed-used 
building. However, building height, 
parking and floor area ratio vari-
ances are needed. The maximum 
height allowed under the current 
B2 zoning is 40 feet, while the pro-
posed height is 54.8 feet. The build-
ing would be stepped back at the 
second floor to reduce its massing.

A total of 36.9 parking spaces are 
required and 24 are proposed. Exley 
plans to have vehicle lifts so resi-
dents could rent one space and park 
two vehicles in it. The lifts cannot be 
factored in under the zoning code.

The maximum floor area ratio is 
2.0, while 2.8 is proposed. The ratio 
is based on a building’s floor area in 
relation to the size of the lot.

Neighborhood reaction was 
strongly divided, with some con-
tending it will make traffic and 
spillover parking issues in that area 

worse. Others were concerned that 
the building would be too tall and 
asked Exley to consider reducing it 
by one or two floors. 

Supporters of the project liked the 
idea of more density and housing 
options, as well as new commercial 
space. They also praised plans to 
clean up pollution at the site.

A gas station previously oper-
ated on the site and a dry cleaners 
has been there for years. Exley is 
working with the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency on site cleanup 
related to dry cleaning. Past petro-
leum pollution has been cleaned up.

The building’s structured parking 
would be on the first floor behind 
the commercial space. There would 
be one two-story walkup unit with 
a ground-floor entrance. The other 
apartments would be on the top 
four floors. All apartments would be 
market-rate rentals.

Commercial uses will be smaller-
scale, said Exley, without the park-
ing demand a bar or restaurant 
would bring. Options include of-

fices, services or small-scale retail.
Sargent Avenue neighbor Todd 

Curtis was among those who raised 
concerns about the building’s 
height and spillover parking. The 
proposed development would be 
just south of CityLife Church, which 
some neighbors said already gener-
ates spillover parking.

Curtis was among those object-
ing to the possibility of college stu-
dents living in the new building, cit-
ing noise and disruption. Exley said 
that while he cannot discriminate 

as a landlord, his leases have clauses 
to deter late-night and early-morn-
ing noise. He has promoted the de-
velopment as appealing to empty-
nesters and retirees.

Garth and Melanie Mortenson 
moved to the neighborhood 1½ 
years ago to get away from busier 
parts of the city. “We just think 
the development would alter this 
neighborhood too much,” Melanie 
Mortenson said.

Stanford Avenue resident Kat-
eri Routh said more development 

and density should be welcomed, 
and that the concerns about spill-
over parking should ease once the 
building is completed. “It’s painful 
to keep hearing the same concerns 
about parking,” she said.

Tyler Giles of CityLife Church said 
the building would be welcomed. 
He praised its proposed elevator 
and universal design, which would 
make most of the apartments acces-
sible to people with disabilities.

Committee members debated the 
proposal, with some saying it fits 
with plans for the neighborhood to 
promote more density at commer-
cial nodes. Others said it is too large 
for the site. Some committee mem-
bers said they want the project to go 
to the district council’s Transporta-
tion Committee. One concern was 
that motorists using the parking 
spaces would be entering and exit-
ing off of an alley. Others said they 
wanted more time to consider the 
variances. Exley thanked neighbors 
for their comments and said they 
would be taken into consideration.

As of the Villager’s deadline, the city had not 
filed a response to the landlords’ suit. Nor has 
information been released on whether the or-
dinance can be enforced.

Over half of the residents of Saint Paul live 
in rental housing. The SAFE Housing ordi-
nance was adopted by the City Council last 
July following over a dozen meetings and 
events to solicit testimony and gather ideas 
for addressing tenant displacement and af-
fordable housing.

“The plaintiffs sympathize with the city’s 
broad intent for safe and affordable housing,” 
Katkov said. “We’re challenging the city’s 
unconstitutional approach to achieve those 
goals. And while the city’s intent is to create 
access to more affordable housing, the reality 
is that the ordinance doesn’t create one unit 
of affordable housing. In fact, the ordinance 
adds layers of cost that deepen the challenge 
of creating and providing affordable housing.”

“High rates of default can be economically 
devastating to landlords,” the lawsuit states. 
“When a tenant stops paying rent, a landlord 
may not be able to pay his or her mortgage or 
real estate taxes, and there is no mechanism 
to suspend those obligations while awaiting 
rental payments.”

Katkov works in the Minneapolis office of 
Cozen O’Connor. That Philadelphia-based 

law firm, Minneapolis attorneys Mark Jacob-
son and Cassandra Jacobsen, and Philadel-
phia attorney Calli Padilla filed the lawsuit.

The plaintiffs include Lamplighter Village 
Apartments, 1023 Grand Avenue LLC, 1708 
and 1712 Grand Avenue LLC, 1947 Grand Av-
enue LLC, 231 Dayton Avenue LLC, 707 and 
711 Grand Avenue LLC, Alton-SHN LLC, Alton-
NFLP LLC, Alton-HRG LLC, Highland Ridge 
LLLP, Lucas Goring, Madison LLC, Minne-
haha Avenue Apartments LLC, Oaks Union 
Depot LLC, Oxford Apartments LLC, Plaza 
LLLP, Rockwood Place LP, Wellington-NFLP, 
Wellington-PFP LLC, Wellington-SHN LLC, 
Woodstone Limited Partnership, and Chue 
Kue and Yea Thao.

With the SAFE Housing ordinance, Saint 
Paul would become the first city in Minnesota 
to require landlords to provide “just cause” for 
terminating or not renewing a tenant’s lease. 
The ordinance would also limit the conditions 
under which landlords may terminate a lease. 
Some tenant advocacy groups have claimed 
that leases were being terminated simply be-
cause a tenant asked for repairs to his or her 
apartment.

The ordinance would limit the use of credit 
and criminal history in screening prospective 
tenants and would change how past evictions 
are considered when a rental application is re-
viewed. Tenants could not be denied a lease if 
they were convicted of a misdemeanor more 

than three years earlier or a felony more than 
seven years earlier, unless those convictions 
were for murder, distributing or manufactur-
ing a controlled substance, arson, kidnapping, 
assault, robbery, manslaughter or criminal 
sexual conduct, or if they were on the lifetime 
sexual offender registry.

The ordinance would cap the security de-
posit a landlord may require to the equiva-
lent of one month’s rent. It also would require  
landlords to provide the city and tenants with 
90-day notice of an impending sale of the 
rental property and to provide tenants with 
packets of information on tenants’ rights and 
responsibilities.

Landlords may choose not to renew a lease 
if a tenant has failed to pay rent, is habitually 
late with rent or has violated significant con-
ditions of the lease. A lease may also be termi-
nated if a landlord wishes to renovate a unit 
or wants to rent the unit to a family member.

Katkov criticized the ordinance’s provisions 
on screening tenants with a criminal history 
as being too vague. According to him, they 
appear to prevent landlords from rejecting at 
least some murderers and rapists who are on 
parole.

The period during which past crimes may 
be considered by landlords begins on the date 
of sentencing. That means a murderer or rap-
ist who was sentenced in 2010 to prison fol-
lowed by five years of parole could not be re-

jected in a tenant screening if he or she was 
released from prison last week, Katkov said. 
Parole is intended to keep close tabs on an ex-
convict to protect the public and prevent him 
or her from reoffending, Katkov said. How 
can one argue that the parolee presents no in-
creased risk to fellow tenants? he asked.

Local landlords who are not plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit said they are following the case 
closely. “There are many parts of the ordi-
nance that I already practice and welcome,” 
said Jeffrey Arnold of Lakewood Properties, 
“but it has some serious flaws which the city 
could have avoided through better outreach 
and cooperation with landlords and property 
managers early on. I’m hoping for a more bal-
anced set of rules that benefit both landlords 
and tenants.”

Carolyn Brown, codirector of the Commu-
nity Stabilization Project, which works on 
housing issues, said she was not surprised by 
the landlords’ lawsuit. “People in our commu-
nity face a lot of challenges trying to find and 
retain housing,” Brown said. However, she 
would prefer to see the landlords’ complaints 
resolved through mediation.

Tenant advocacy groups began working 
on the ordinance in 2016. There was plenty of 
time for both sides to weigh in, Brown said, 
but if more time is needed to work out the dif-
ferences, that should happen.

1b S.A.F.E. HOUSING LAWSUIT

1b SAINT CLAIR-CLEVELAND

A concept drawing of the proposed building at 235 S. Cleveland Ave.
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working in hospitals, so she chose to photo-
graph them at their homes, often in their work 
uniforms.

“I believe that at our core we belong to each 
other,” Howie said. “We’re not just our jobs. 
We all belong to families. I wanted to show 
the juxtaposition of being with those people 
in their work clothes.”

She established a protocol to photograph 
her subjects safely by only working outdoors, 
wearing a mask and maintaining a six-foot 
distance. Starting with her doctor friend, she 
began to photograph essential workers with 
their families and their pets. She also created 
a short questionnaire for each person to relate 
their pandemic experiences. 

“I’ve been blown away by the amount of 
information that people chose to share,” she 
said. “It’s been a real honor to photograph 
these people and read their questionnaires. 
I’ve edited them and shared them with the 
broader community. I’ve been told it’s almost 
therapeutic.”

Howie reached out to followers on social 
media asking to find a Metro Transit bus 
driver. Within hours she made contact with 
one, a Black woman who agreed to be photo-
graphed.

After the death of George Floyd last May, 
Howie was moved to expand the project to 
profile more people of color. 

“As a person of privilege, I needed to be a 
real listener to the communities of color,” she 
said. “I could do that by giving them a plat-
form I’d created to express how they felt.”

In the last 11 months, Howie has taken more 
than 120 portraits. She has photographed 
both Minnesota Lieutenant Governor Peggy 
Flanagan and Saint Paul Mayor Melvin Carter, 
as well as a previously undocumented person 
who is now a U.S. citizen, and a cancer patient 
who has since died. 

“There’s no life that the pandemic hasn’t 
touched,” Howie said. “This last year has been 
volatile. There are all these huge things, the 
election, etc. (This is about) what it means to 
be human in the 21st century.”

As a wife, daughter and mother, Howie also 
has her own pandemic story to live. During 
2020, she turned 40, an event when one often 
takes personal inventory. “My life is half over,” 
Howie said. “How can I be of service?”

Her children have been in distance learn-
ing for almost a year and it has not been easy. 

“We’ve had to reimagine what free time is,” 
she said. 

Before the pandemic, her family was very 
social and they have found that constant to-
getherness creates its own forms of stress.

“I’m an extrovert. I get my energy from the 
world, but I’ve been really lonesome,” Howie 
said. “The connections I’ve made with the 
project have been really life-giving to me.”

Though writing a book was never on her 

bucket list, Howie said, neither was living 
through a pandemic. People began asking for 
coffee table versions of “By a Thread” and she 
now hopes to publish her work on the printed 
page. 

By early April, Howie will have been work-
ing on the project for a year and will likely fin-
ish taking photos for it. Until the book comes 
out, her project can be seen at katiehowie.com 
and on Instagram @by_a.thread. 

A fourth-generation Saint Paulite and grad-
uate of Cretin-Derham Hall and the Univer-
sity of Saint Thomas, Howie feels deeply in-
vested in the city.

“I’ve been overwhelmed by the number of 
people who’ve shared graciously who didn’t 
known me before. They’ll be in my heart for-
ever,” she said. “This isn’t just a photography 
project. It’s a living history project, a love let-
ter to my community.”

1b pandemic portraits

By Jane Mcclure

Comments on the proposed 
Metro Transit B Line, which 
would largely follow the 

Route 21 bus corridor along Lake 
Street in Minneapolis and Marshall 
and Selby avenues in Saint Paul, are 
being gathered through March 22. 
Just a few days after that the Met-
ropolitan Council is expected to act 
on other arterial bus lines, includ-
ing one that would serve Mendota 
Heights.

The draft plan for the 12.6-mile 
B Line bus rapid transit (BRT) ser-
vice shows it traveling from Minne-
apolis’ Bde Maka Ska to Saint Paul’s 
Union Depot. It also shows station 
locations, intersections and plat-
form spots. 

Public comments on the draft 
plan will be incorporated by Metro 
Transit staff into a final plan that is 
expected to be presented to the Met 
Council this summer. Once that 

plan is approved, engineering can 
get underway, with construction to 
begin in 2023 and service expected 
to start in 2024.

The B Line would connect at Snel-
ling and Dayton avenues to the A 
Line, a BRT route that has been run-
ning along Snelling, Ford Parkway 
and 46th Street between Roseville 
and the light-rail  Blue Line in Min-
neapolis since 2016. 

BRT requires passengers to pay at 
kiosks in advance for faster board-
ing. The stations have enhanced 
lighting, push-button heating, real-
time scheduling and improved se-
curity. The buses also make fewer 

stops. 
Route 21 bus service would not be 

eliminated when the B Line opens, 
but its route would be changed. 
Route 21 would run every 30 min-
utes between Hennepin Avenue 
and Minnehaha Avenue in Minne-
apolis, serving all local and B Line 
stops. Service between Selby and 
the Midway area would be replaced 
by a new local bus Route 60, which 
would provide local service with 
buses running every 30 minutes. 

Route 21 originally crossed the 
Selby Avenue bridge over Ayd Mill 
Road, but a fire in 1976 and deterio-
rated bridge conditions forced the 

buses to be rerouted north to Uni-
versity Avenue between Snelling 
and Hamline avenues. The changes 
were made permanent in 1991.

The Route 53 rush hour service 
will be evaluated as the B Line nears 
implementation. 

The public can make comments 
on the B Line plans at metrotransit.
org/b-line-project.

More BRT lines are on the way 
The Met Council on February 24 

reviewed its plans for additional 
BRT lines in Minneapolis and the 
northern and southern suburbs. 
That includes a G Line that would 

extend from Little Canada to Men-
dota Heights via Robert and Rice 
streets. It would replace sections of 
bus Routes 62 and 68. 

The G Line is one of three routes 
poised to move to a Met Council 
vote on March 25 for continued 
planning and funding. They would 
join a growing network of three BRT 
lines that are currently operating 
and five more that are on the draw-
ing boards. 

Met Council chair Charlie Zelle 
and other members said they are ex-
cited to see the projects take shape. 
Kris Fredson, who represents area 
neighborhoods, said he is pleased to 
see that there is a vision in place for 
a strong BRT system.

Katie Routh, assistant director of 
BRT projects for Metro Transit, said 
more than 4,000 public comments 
went into recommending the three 
new routes. 

The current and future routes are 
part of Network Next, a 20-year plan 
to expand and improve the Twin 
Cities bus system. Transit improve-
ments under consideration include 
improved local and express routes, 
integrated shared mobility options 
and new BRT lines.

Opinions sought on making B Line from Mpls. to Saint Paul
Plans also underway 
for bus rapid transit 
in Mendota Heights

The 12.6-mile B Line is designed to provide faster and more reliable bus transit service in the Route 21 corridor along Lake 
Street in Minneapolis and Marshall and Selby avenues in Saint Paul.

Amy Huerta, chief financial officer of a nonprofit, with her two children, cat and 
dog. “During this pandemic, and in the wake of the murder of George Floyd, it 
is more important than ever to be present as an organizational and community 
leader…. We will see the tail of this for a while and we must remember and 
continue to act and really see.” PHoToS By KaTie HoWie

Dr. Lourdes Gomez Villaume, hospital medicine, with her husband, Dr. Frank Vil-
laume iV, and their two children. “The hospital is always a scary place but right 
now it’s an especially lonely, scary place not just for the patients, but also for all 
the staff…. i fear that people will return to their self-centered ways and forget the 
vulnerable, forget the suffering and forget that feeling of just wanting to help.”

Ted Casper and Mike Runyon, owners of Casper’s & Runyon’s Nook. “We 
have been reminded how important our personal connections are…. Peo-
ple have also thankfully gone back to appreciating the hard-working folks 
who really keep this crazy train running–delivery people, cashiers, people 
stocking the shelves at the grocery store, truck drivers, the list goes on.”

Martin Ludden, nonprofit executive director, with his wife, Julia, and their 
two children (one behind Martin). “i spent almost 10 years in the army 
Reserve, including a couple trips to iraq. That service has given me a 
pretty deep well to draw from in the CoViD environment. i’m used to the 
uncertainty and to not being able to plan more than a few days out.”
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By Jane Mcclure

Development along Marshall Avenue 
is continuing at a rapid pace. The 
Union Park District Council (UPDC) 

Committee on Land Use and Economic De-
velopment voted on February 22 to support a 
front-yard setback variance for Jerome Exley 
and Bloomington-based Grand Investments 
to construct a four-story, 16-unit apartment 
building at 1617-1627 Marshall Ave.

The building would replace three houses on 
the block at the northeast corner of Marshall 
and Fry Street. Two of the houses are single-
family homes and the other is a converted 
triplex. The houses would be replaced by a 
building with a mix of two- and three-bed-
room units. The property is zoned for Tradi-
tional Neighborhoods 2, so no zoning change 
is needed.

The required front-yard setback is 13.5 feet 
and Exley is seeking only five feet in order 
to have an improved parking lot design and 
more space in the backyard. The building 
would have 15 off-street parking spaces.

The 8.5-foot setback variance will also al-
low the new building to match up with the 
PAK Properties’ development on the south-
east corner of Marshall and Fry. PAK Proper-
ties obtained variances last year to construct 
Marshall Avenue Flats, a 97-unit, six-story 
apartment building near the former Richards 
Gordon School.

In 2019-2020, Exley also demolished two 
houses and built a four-story building on the 

same block. Residents moved into that build-
ing in August.

Exley told the committee his original plan 
was to only demolish 1617 and 1621 Marshall. 
The owner of 1627 Marshall then opted to sell 
his lot to him.

Neighbor Donald Brabeck, who was unable 
to stay for the February 22 meeting, sent a 
message to the committee outlining his con-
cerns. He said the proposed building lacks ad-
equate off-street parking. 

Roger Meyer, who lives two blocks from 
the development site, asked for a delay of 
the committee vote, but members said there 
was not enough time because it was set to be 
heard by the city’s Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) on  March 8.

The project is one of several in the works 
along Marshall. Zoning along the street was 

changed a few years ago to allow higher-den-
sity residences.

1509 Marshall Ave.
The Saint Paul Planning Commission’s 

Zoning Committee recommended approval 
of a conditional use permit on February 25 
for 1509 Marshall Ave. Developer James Tin-
dall Jr. wants to tear down a vacant commer-
cial building and replace it with a 41/2-story, 
60-unit apartment building with tuck-under 
parking. Variances for the front-yard setback 
and use of the existing alley to allow vehi-
cles to maneuver for off-street parking were  
awarded in early February by the BZA.

The conditional use permit is needed to 
increase the building’s maximum height at 
the rear property line from 25 to 38 feet. One 
neighbor spoke in opposition on February 25 

and asked the city to look at alley traffic. The 
full Planning Commission is set to act on that 
request on March 5.

Architect Matt Borowy of Bright Pixel De-
sign has worked with neighbors on the build-
ing plans for several months, including re-
views of traffic patterns, design and shadow 
studies, and impacts on homes to the north. 

If all goes as planned, construction would 
start this spring and be completed in 2022.

2063-2069 Marshall Ave.
The City Council will hold a public hearing 

on March 3 regarding a proposal to rezone the 
property at  2069 Marshall Ave. to make way 
for a five-story apartment building on the 
northwest corner of Cleveland and Marshall 
avenues. 

Developers David Kvasnik and Rob Page 
want to tear down houses at 2063 and 2069 
Marshall to make way for a 48-unit apart-
ment building with a small first-floor retail 
space. The zoning change would allow a taller 
building on the site. The corner house at 2063 
Marshall is already zoned TN3, which allows a 
building height of up to 55 feet. 

The UPDC committee debated the proposal 
at length on February 22 before voting 6-5 to 
lay the matter over. The developers hope to 
tear down the existing houses this summer 
and complete the new building by July 2022.

Marshall-Finn projects
Grand Real Estate Advisors is building a 19-

unit apartment building at 2127 Marshall Ave. 
Meanwhile, developer Jon Schwartzman ran 
into delays due to the pandemic for his plans 
to build nine townhouse lofts and 50 apart-
ments on the other side of the intersection at 
2115, 2111, 2103 and 2097 Marshall. He hopes 
to finish construction by fall 2022.

Housing projects continue to pop up along popular Marshall Avenue

By Jane Mcclure

The Summit Hill Association (SHA) Zon-
ing and Land Use Committee began its 
review on February 16 of a proposal to 

renovate the former Pier 1 store at 733 Grand 
Ave. for an unnamed bank and restaurant. 
The bank would lease about 6,000 square 
feet of the one-story building, and the restau-
rant about 4,000 square feet. However, those 
plans are contingent on the city’s approval of 
two drive-through service lanes on the north 
side of the building as well as a parking vari-
ance.

The SHA Zoning and Land Use Commit-
tee will host a neighborhood meeting on the 
matter later this month, according to com-
mittee chair Simon Taghioff. If the plans are 

approved, renovation of the building would 
start as soon as possible. The bank would like 
to open late this year and the restaurant in 
early 2022.

The building is owned by trusts in the 
names of Ron and Mary Kay Smith. The own-
ers have been working with Eden Prairie-
based HTG Architects on the plans. According 
to senior project manager Russ Schram, the 
goal is to submit the applications for any vari-
ances or zoning changes to the city by mid-
March.

The SHA committee was told that the bank 
is now located elsewhere on Grand Avenue 
and that the restaurant would relocate from 
Highland Village. However, neither the bank 
nor the restaurant will lease space in the 
building unless drive-through service is avail-
able, Schram said.

The site plan places the two drive-through 
lanes next to each other on the north side of 
the building. Twelve parking stalls would 
be eliminated to accommodate the drive-
through lanes. The lane closest to the building 

would be for the restaurant. The lane farther 
to the north would be for the bank and would 
include an ATM, teller kiosk and pneumatic 
tube system.

Drive-through services for restaurants and 
banks are regulated differently under the 
city’s zoning code. A bank is allowed under the 
property’s B2 zoning, but its drive-through 
lane would require a conditional use permit. A 
restaurant is allowed under B2 zoning, but its 
drive-through may require a rezoning.

Schram said city planning staff recom-
mended rezoning the property to the more 
intensive B3, which would allow both bank 
and restaurant drive-throughs. However, B3 
zoning along Grand Avenue has been con-
troversial in the past because it has been seen 
as opening the door to fast-food restaurants 
and other businesses that would change the 
street’s character.

Another wrinkle is the proposed drive-
through lanes’ distance from residential 
properties. The zoning code requires new 
drive-through lanes to be at least 60 feet from 
residential property. The condominiums west 
of the site meet the distance requirement, but 
the residential property to the north is only 
45 feet from the property line. That would re-
quire a variance.

The redevelopment would also require at 
least 26 off-street parking spaces, and only 17 
are proposed, which would require a parking 
variance. Both businesses propose to reserve 
their parking for patrons only and to lease em-
ployee parking nearby.

Bank, restaurant hoping to move into old Pier 1 building on Grand

Jerome Exley wants to replace these three houses at 1617-1627 Marshall Ave. with a four-story, 16-unit 
apartment building. It is one of several projects in the works along the avenue.   

Committee supports 
4-story development 
on Merriam Park site

Development hinges 
on city approval of 
two drive-thru lanes

A bank is allowed under 
the property’s B2 zoning, 
but its drive-through lane 

would require a conditional 
use permit. A restaurant is 
allowed under B2 zoning, 
but its drive-through may 

require a rezoning.

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434

edinarealty.com
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HPC approves plans for new 
two-story home in Irvine Park

A new home can be built at 300 Ryan Ave.  
in Irvine Park with a 4-1 vote of approval on 
February 22 from the Saint Paul Heritage Pres-
ervation Commission (HPC). The plans were 
submitted by Tony O’Malley of Sharkey De-
sign Build.

The house will be built on one of the few 
developable sites in the Irvine Park Historic 
District. The district’s designation requires 
HPC approval of construction plans. A house 
on the property received a demolition permit 
from the HPC in 2018. The property has been 
subdivided since then. 

Plans for the new two-story house drew ob-
jections from some neighbors who were criti-
cal of its design, size and setbacks. Neighbors 
made several suggestions to change the foun-
dation, the height and the roofline. However,  
the project did not require any variances. 

HPC commissioners also debated the 
house’s design, with some saying it was overly 
detailed. The project went through an initial 
design review in late 2020 and some changes 
were subsequently made.

HPC staff recommended approval of the 
plans submitted. The commission’s decision 
is final unless it is appealed to the City Council 
within 10 days.

HDC favors permit for second 
building at Lexington Landing

The Highland District Council voted on 
February 4 to recommend approval of a con-
ditional use permit that would allow for a tall-
er building for the second phase of the Lexing-
ton Landing senior housing complex on West 
Seventh Street and Albion Avenue. 

The permit will tentatively be considered 
by the city’s Planning Commission Zoning 
Committe on March 11. The developer, the J.A. 
Wedum Foundation, hopes to break ground 
on the four-story building this summer. It will 
be the second of two buildings taking up the 
5-acre triangular parcel that was the former 
home to Riverside School.

The planned building height is 45 feet-8 
inches, while heights of 45 feet are allowed 
under the current TN3 zoning. City approval 
is being sought to go to 50 feet as a hedge, said 
Scott Black of EDI, the firm overseeing the 
project. It will be 10 to 15 feet shorter than the 
five-story building that went up in Lexington 
Landing’s first phase, which opened for resi-
dents last December.

The first phase includes 170 independent, 
assisted living and memory care units. The 
second phase will have 91 independent living 
units  and a guest suite.  

The new building would drop to two stories 
at its northeastern end, where there will be a 
rooftop patio. The main entrance will be on 
Albion with 32 surface and 87 underground 
parking spaces.

The two buildings will be separated by a 
rerouted Lexington Parkway, a project that is 
also entering its second phase. Lexington was 

detached from Montreal Avenue last summer 
and rerouted through the development site 
to West Seventh Street and will eventually 
be extended to Shepard Road. The portion of 
Lexington that was cut off from Montreal now 
ends in a cul-de-sac. 

UST starts Loras Hall demolition 
to make way for science building  

Demolition of the University of Saint 
Thomas’ Loras Hall began during the last 
week of February. The Saint Paul City Coun-
cil in January upheld a university appeal and 
overturned a Heritage Preservation Commis-
sion (HPC) decision to deny the demolition of 
the 127-year-old structure. HPC action was re-
quired because the building is in the Summit 
Avenue West Historic District.

Loras Hall, which was built as a residence 
for Saint Paul Seminary students, was de-
signed by noted architect Cass Gilbert and 
was one of only three original seminary build-
ings still remaining. Preservationists had ar-
gued that the building should be saved. UST 
officials countered that the building’s condi-
tion and design made reusing or moving it 
impractical.

The university is demolishing Loras to 
make way for a $100 million STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math) facil-

ity. The 120,000-square-foot building will be 
located on Summit just west of the school’s 
Frey Science and Engineering Center and is 
scheduled to open in 2024. The construction 
plans will also have to go through the HPC.

Loras housed a wide variety of offices and 
university functions over the years. The build-
ing was fully documented before demolition 
began. Some pieces of the historic structure 
could be used in the new STEAM building. 
Other components of the building could be 
reused elsewhere.

Plan to keep UST parking lot at 
Grand-Cleveland gains support

A University of Saint Thomas-owned park-
ing lot on the northwest corner of Grand and 
Cleveland avenues could be redesigned with 
electric vehicle charging stations, more space 
for bicycles and additional landscaping. The 
West Summit Neighborhood Advisory Com-
mittee (WSNAC) on February 9 recommend-
ed approval of a plan to keep the revamped lot 
in place for an indefinite period of time.

The Macalester-Groveland Community 
Council (MGCC) on February 11 also recom-
mended approval. Plans for the lot require 
revising the university’s 2004 conditional use 
permit, which called for housing at the corner. 
The recommendations are expected to be tak-

en up by the Planning Commission in March.
A 33-stall parking lot that serves the uni-

versity’s McNeely Hall would be redesigned 
with 28 parking spaces. Two spaces would 
have electric vehicle charging stations for the 
public’s use, and two parking spots accessible 
to people with disabilities. The plans call for 
adding bicycle racks, a pollinator garden, ad-
ditional landscaping and improved pedestri-
an and bicycle markings. Some spaces would 
continue to be rented by nearby Davanni’s 
restaurant.

The 2004 conditional use permit allowing 
for the campus’ expansion called for the uni-
versity to develop student housing on the lot 
or to convert it into open space by 2015. Since 
then, UST has received Planning Commission 
approvals to retain the parking lot as an in-
terim use. 

Amy McDonough, chief of staff to university 
president Julie Sullivan, said that the approval 
of the lot would eliminate the need to contin-
ue to go back through a Planning Commission 
process every few years. WSNAC and MGCC 
members agreed, but they also emphasized 
that eventually they would like to see some 
type of development on the property.

Sound variance OK’d for 6-story 
building at University-Raymond

The Saint Paul City Council on February 10 
granted a sound level variance for developer 
Kraus-Anderson, which has begun construc-
tion of a six-story, 220-unit apartment build-
ing at the northeast corner of University and 
Raymond avenues. 

The sound level variance is for now through 
March 21 so crews can drive pilings for the 
building. Council member Mitra Jalali, who 
represents the area, amended the variance so 
the work does not start before 8 a.m.

Jalali praised the project, but also noted 
that the intersection is one of the densest in 
her ward. Dozens of neighbors have raised 
concerns about construction noise. 

Kraus-Anderson purchased the 1.2-acre 
property and recently demolished the former 
U.S. Bank building there to make way for the 
$50 million apartment building. 

The market-rate apartment building was 
designed by Urbanworks Architecture to ap-
peal to young professionals. The units will in-
clude alcove, studio, one- and two-bedroom 
apartments ranging in size from 500-1,100 
square feet. Amenities will include under-
ground parking, a fitness center, an outdoor 
courtyard with pool, a clubroom, an automat-
ed building access system and a rooftop patio.

The building is expected to be completed in 
the summer of 2022.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

Correction
A story in the February 17 Villager should 

have stated that the Desnoyer Park Improve-
ment Association supports closing the south-
bound lane of Mississippi River Boulevard to 
motor-vehicle traffic.

News Briefs

By Jane Mcclure

When Derek Chauvin’s trial begins 
on March 8 in downtown Minne-
apolis, Saint Paul officials intend 

to be ready to accommodate peaceful protests 
but prevent the violence and property dam-
age of last May’s riots following the death of 
George Floyd while in the custody of Chauvin 
and three other Minneapolis police officers.

At a City Council meeting on February 24, 
Saint Paul Deputy Police Chief Stacy Murphy 
outlined the steps being taken by the depart-
ment, including weeks of specialized training 

for almost 1,000 first responders. The police 
have also been meeting with local business 
associations to discuss how they can protect 
themselves against property damage.

Business owners are being urged to install 
better lighting and security cameras. Board-
ing up or laminating windows and doors are 
other options. Loose outdoor fixtures or deco-
rations should be secured or removed, police 
said. Businesses are also being advised to con-
sult with their insurance carriers to ascertain 
what is and is not covered.

Police have also been meeting with groups 
who plan to protest. According to Murphy, 
Saint Paul police have a good relationship 
with most of the groups that plan to stage 
protests and demonstrations in the city.

About 1,000 National Guard members will 

be deployed in Saint Paul. City staffing chang-
es are planned to handle the anticipated vol-
ume of 911 calls and to deploy mobile field 
forces as needed. One focus is to protect hos-
pitals and government and law enforcement 
buildings. New fences are going up around 
police buildings, including the Western Dis-
trict police headquarters on Hamline Avenue. 
No curfews are planned at this point, Murphy 
said, but if they are needed, they are more ef-
fective when imposed regionally rather than 
city by city.

The Saint Paul Police Department’s West-
ern District, in partnership with City Coun-
cil member Chris Tolbert’s office, will host 
a briefing for local businesses about prepar-
ing for potential civil unrest surrounding the 
Chauvin trial. The briefing will be held virtu-

ally at noon on Friday, March 5. To register for 
the link, visit tinyurl.com/jstjsb83.

The City Council will hold a public hear-
ing on March 3 on a proposed ordinance that 
would forbid people from bringing items that 
can be used as weapons to large public gath-
erings such as protests and parades. Bricks, 
bats, poles and glass bottles are among the 
items that would be outlawed. 

According to City Council president Amy 
Brendmoen, parade and event organizers 
have approached the council with concerns 
about the ordinance, so further amendments 
and public hearings are likely. The ordinance 
would not take effect until 30 days after its 
passage, so it is unlikely to affect any protests 
during the Chauvin trial.

St. Paul braces for potential civil unrest surrounding Chauvin trial
Police consult with both 
protestors, businesses

Brush with royalty.  The 2021 Saint 
Paul Winter Carnival Royal Court stopped by 
the Waters of Highland Park on February 20 
to knight the duly elected king and queen of 
the seni or living community, Del Smith and 
Joanne Kendall (seated above). Meanwhile, 
Waters resident Peter Hinsch (right) was 
recognized by Boreas Rex Darrin Johnston 
and Prime Minister Joseph Johnston for his 
past service as the Winter Carnival’s prime 
minister in 1954.  PHoToS CouRTeSy oF THe WaTeRS
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By Jane Mcclure

Developer Alatus will seek 
to overturn the Saint Paul 
Planning Commission’s re-

jection of its site plan for a six-story 
apartment building at 411-417 N. 
Lexington Pkwy. on March 17. The 
Saint Paul City Council will hear 
Alatus’ appeal at 3:30 p.m. on that 
Wednesday.

Alatus’ mixed-use Lexington Sta-
tion development has the support 
of the Union Park District Council 
(UPDC) land use committee. The 
$59 million project is opposed by 
the Summit-University Planning 
Council and the Frogtown Neighborhood  
Association.

Opponents argue that the project does not 
meet the goals in the city’s comprehensive 
plan for affordable housing. They would like 
to see lower rents in the building and claim 
the current plan would negatively impact 
the surrounding area by driving up rents 
and property taxes and driving out longtime  
residents. 

Supporters contend that Lexington Station 
would bring much needed new housing to the 
city and that there is no legal basis to reject the 
site plan.

Lexington Station would have 288 alcove, 
studio, one-, two- and four-bedroom apart-
ments, 3,000 square feet of commercial space 
on the ground floor and 254 structured park-
ing spaces. Half of the apartments would be 
affordable to families making no more than 
60 percent of the Twin Cities area’s median 
income.

“If your family income is $35,800, we will 
have a space saved for you,” said Chris Os-
mundson, director of development for Ala-
tus, who met with the UPDC committee on  
February 22.

The Lexington Station site is in the Union 

Park district, but just a stone’s throw from the 
Summit-University, Frogtown and Hamline-
Midway districts. UPDC board and commit-
tee member Dan Elenbaas said that he and his 
neighbors who walk to Green Line light-rail 
station at Lexington and University Avenue 
are eager to see development on the site. “Ev-
eryone I talk to is looking forward to having 
something there,” he said.

“If our expectations are sky-high, we will 
never get anything built here,” said commit-
tee member Rob Vanasek.

UPDC is encouraging Alatus to consid-
er making some apartments affordable to 
households making 30 percent of the Twin 
Cities area’s median income. Osmundson did 
not reject the request, but said Alatus’s efforts 
to receive the city’s assistance with affordable 
housing “has not been fruitful.”

SUPC board members said on February 23 
that there has not been enough neighborhood 
involvement in the project planning process. 
They expressed fears about gentrification 
and a development that will not benefit the  
surrounding area.

City staff has recommended approval of the 
Lexington Station site plan on the condition 
that plans for landscaping, sewers, utilities 
and traffic plans are approved by city officials.

By Jane Mcclure

Work is expected to begin in April 
on plans to demolish Highland 
Park’s decommissioned southern 

water reservoir, and create new parking ar-
eas and improve vehicle access at the nearby 
Charles M. Schulz-Highland Arena on Ford 
Parkway and Snelling Avenue. 

Neighbors along Ford can expect increased 
truck traffic in May as demolition debris is 
hauled out, possibly to the Highland Bridge 
development on the former Ford plant 
site. Demolition is expected to run through 
July, and parking lot and other site work to  
continue into the fall.

The Highland District Council (HDC) 
Neighborhood Development Committee 
heard an update on the project on Febru-
ary 16 from representatives of the Ramsey 
County and Saint Paul departments of parks 
and recreation and Saint Paul Regional Water  
Services. 

The three entities are working together on 
the reservoir and arena improvements to save 
on project management costs and minimize 
disruption, said Ryan Reis, director of facilities 
and sustainability for the county. The county 
operates the Highland Arena, which is on land 
leased from the water utility.

“We’re just one big happy family,” Reis 
quipped. Final design and budget develop-
ment are underway.

Routing trucks filled with demolition debris 
down Ford Parkway raised concerns for some 
HDC committee members. Master developer 

Ryan Companies has expressed an interest in 
using the reservoir debris as fill for the 122-
acre Highland Bridge site. 

Highland’s southern reservoir was built in 
1926, but has not been used since 2014 due to 
decreased water use. The water utility in re-
cent years looked at different uses for the 4.3-
acre site, and finally decided it should be used 
for recreation. The water utility will continue 
to own the site.

Once the empty 18-million-gallon reservoir 
is removed, the area will be seeded and be-
come open space. The city wants to develop 
sports fields there when funding becomes 
available, but no timeline has been set.

Shaw Lundquist is the lead contractor for 
the arena parking improvements. The exist-
ing parking lot will be reconfigured and ex-
panded, with new curbs and gutters, islands 
and lighting. 

The county allocated $275,000 in bonds 
last year for design costs and more than $1.9 
million for the parking lot and access im-
provements. The work is expected to address 
longstanding drainage problems. Water run-
ning into the arena should become a thing of 
the past.

The arena’s main door will be modified for 
improved access for people with disabilities, 
and the building itself will see mechanical 
system improvements.

Reis said the intent is for the arena to be 
open at all times during construction. That 
will require phasing in the parking lot work 
during the reservoir’s demolition.

Demolition of highland reservoir, 
upgrade of arena lot set to begin

City Council to hear Alatus’ appeal 
for $59 million Lexington Station

Alatus’ plan for the 288-unit Lexington Station development 
on the long-vacant parcel at 411-417 N. Lexington Pkwy.
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VIEWPOINT
City’s SAFE Housing law promotes 
safe and stable home for all renters

SAFE Housing policies undermine 
safety and affordability they seek

By Danielle Swift, June 
Blue anD Monica Bravo

The Stable Accessible Fair and 
Equitable (SAFE) Housing ordinance 
is a strong and entirely legal ordinance 

that should make Saint Paul residents 
proud. From the West Side to the North End, 
Frogtown to the Greater East Side, everyone 
in our city should have a safe, stable place to 
call home. Our community is stronger and 
more prosperous when families and workers 
can put down roots and invest their energy 
and love in their neighborhoods. 

This week, as the SAFE Housing ordinance 
takes effect, we should be proud that our 
community and elected leaders came 
together over many months to craft the 
strongest tenant protection ordinance in the 
state. Over and over, we’ve heard the same 
misinformation from landlords who want 
to protect their financial interests over the 
dignity and stability of our neighbors. We 
have full faith that the courts will uphold 
the legality of these reasonable and proven 
measures. Now is not the time to rehash 
failed arguments but to move forward to 
make Saint Paul America’s most livable city 
for everyone.

Renter households make up the majority of 
our city’s population. For years, community 
organizations have engaged with tenants 
who have urged city leaders to protect and 
enhance their rights. Last year Housing 
Equity Now! Saint Paul (HENS) came 
together as a coalition of organizations with 
deep relationships in neighborhoods across 
Saint Paul to elevate the voices of those most 
impacted by economic and housing injustice. 
HENS was supported by individuals and 
organizations across the city, mobilizing 
community input that held elected officials 
accountable and ensured the passage of an 
ordinance that will have meaningful and 
sustained impact on the lives of thousands of 
renter families. 

With the passage of the SAFE Housing 
ordinance, our city became the first in the 
state with Just Cause Notice protections, 
which will prevent many informal evictions 
and protect thousands of households from 
displacement. The ordinance includes 
security deposit limits that will make housing 
more accessible to low-wage earners and 
prevent egregious up-front payments to 
access housing. Contrary to the claims of 
landlords, neither of these provisions are a 
taking of their property. Parallel consumer 
protections exist in other sectors, such as 
limits on interest rates for payday lenders, 

and the Supreme Court has consistently 
upheld that reasonable regulations—such 
as not kicking out lease-abiding tenants 
with no reason or charging unreasonable 
and exorbitant deposits—are not a taking of 
property.

Tenant screening adjustments will expand 
housing access to communities that are 
harmed by unjust practices in the criminal 
justice, finance and housing systems. The 
claims of landlords that these adjustments 
will force them to rent to “murderers, sexual 
assailants and other violent felons” are not 
only inaccurate but racist dog-whistling. 

The 90-day Advance Notice of Sale 
provision will not only give households 
more time to relocate, but will lay the 
groundwork for a Tenant Opportunity to 
Purchase policy to increase community 
ownership. Landlords’ claims that requiring 
them to provide written notice of intent to 
sell a building that is home to rent-paying 
families is somehow a violation of their First 
Amendment rights is frankly ridiculous. For 
example, all mortgage lenders must provide 
homebuyers with a loan estimate using 
the structure and language required by the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. 

Not only are the arguments against SAFE 
Housing absurd, they’ve all been answered 
in the public process. Owners across the city 
provided feedback at dozens of meetings 
and focus groups as the policy was being 
created, and they currently participate in the 
city’s Tenant Protections Implementation 
Committee. It’s time to accept reality and the 
rights of tenants and move forward.  

As we celebrate the positive impact of 
SAFE Housing, there’s still much work 
ahead. Tenant protections must be paired 
with measures that contain skyrocketing 
rents that are pushing families out of their 
communities every day. Stabilizing rents is 
essential to housing stability.

We fully expect predatory, corporate and 
misinformed landlords will continue to 
oppose every attempt to balance the scales of 
power between property owners and renters. 
But we know that Saint Paul residents—
tenants, homeowners, small landlords and 
neighborhood organizers—agree that renters 
belong in our city and SAFE Housing for all 
benefits everyone. 

Danielle Swift is an organizer with the 
Frogtown Neighborhood Association. June 
Blue is a member of the Southeast Community 
Organization board. Monica Bravo is 
executive director of the West Side Community 
Organization. They are all renters.

By cecil SMith

Prospective renters look for two basic 
things when choosing housing. Besides 
location, the number of bedrooms, the 

kitchen layout, the size of the closets and 
other amenities, a renter looks for a place 
that feels safe and that they can afford. Safety 
and affordability are fundamental to any 
housing choice. However, an ordinance that 
was approved last year by Saint Paul officials 
and was scheduled to take effect on March 1 
undermines both.

The Stable Accessible Fair and Equitable 
(SAFE) Housing Tenants Protection 
Ordinance is intended to help renters, but it 
will ultimately make the city a less safe and 
certainly a more expensive place in which 
to rent. And while owners and managers of 
multifamily housing and even some renters 
challenged the ordinance as it was being 
written, it was to little effect. Mayor Melvin 
Carter and the City Council simply did not 
listen.

The ordinance’s policies for tenant 
screening, security deposits, just-cause lease 
terminations and advance notice of sale were 
written without regard to the testimony of 
housing professionals, local and national 
data, or an understanding of their interaction 
with other state and federal laws. While the 
council authors and city staff who created 
the ordinance were well-intentioned, the 
policies are vague and written in response 
to advocates frustrated with the current 
housing market. The policies look and 
sound reasonable based on their titles, and 
while there might be some meaningful 
opportunities for a few, it will be at the 
expense of the safety and housing costs of 
many Saint Paul renters.

If you look at a couple of examples, 
you can see serious problems in the SAFE 
ordinance. The tenant screening provisions 
make no attempt to distinguish between 
ex-offenders who have demonstrated 
rehabilitation from a criminal past and those 
who have simply timed out of incarceration. 
By limiting the time for the consideration of 
convictions based on the date of sentencing 
(the ordinance is not even clear when that 
occurs), the ordinance effectively requires 
property managers to accept many offenders 
immediately after their release from 
incarceration.

For many convictions, including 
predatory offenses, the time between the 
end of recommended sentencing and the 
prohibition on conviction consideration in 
tenant screening is minimal to nonexistent. 

The ordinance does not limit a landlord’s 
ability to consider offenses that trigger 
lifetime predatory offender registration. 
However, in the case of offenses that require 
predatory offender registration for 10 years, 
the ordinance does not also extend for 10 
years the time limit for considering those 
offenses in tenant screening. As a result, a 
landlord could be prevented from considering 
a conviction under the ordinance even while 
the prospective tenant is still required to 
register as a predatory offender. This leaves 
a gaping hole in the ordinance and exposes 
Saint Paul residents to real risk. 

The ordinance states that “in any action 
commenced to non-renew or to otherwise 
terminate the tenancy of any tenant, it shall 
be a defense to the action that there was 
no just cause for such non-renewal of lease 
or termination as required in this Section.” 
However, Minnesota statute 504B.285 clearly 
lays out the grounds for eviction and grounds 
for defense. The city of Saint Paul lacks 
jurisdiction to amend tenancy law for the 
state of Minnesota.

City leaders should be focused on 
addressing the root causes of housing 
instability rather than papering over them 
with this unproven and flawed ordinance. 
According to the Wilder Foundation, 64 
percent of those experiencing homelessness 
have a serious mental illness, 57 percent 
have a physical health condition and 58 
percent have an impairment limiting 
their ability to work. Those experiencing 
instability need real help, not false hope. 
As we learned from the Wall of Forgotten 
Natives Encampment in Minneapolis, better 
connections to supportive services and 
innovative approaches to reaching vulnerable 
populations are necessary for stabilizing, 
improving and empowering lives.

The provisions of the SAFE ordinance will 
create real costs for the owners and managers 
of multifamily housing through increased 
management costs and very likely greater 
losses from failed residents and property 
damage. Neighbors and other renters 
will bear those costs—both directly and 
indirectly.

The result of this poorly formulated and 
unsupported ordinance is that Saint Paul 
finds itself in yet more litigation. Owners 
and managers have filed suit in federal court, 
and Saint Paul taxpayers will now bear the 
burden of defending the damaging SAFE 
ordinance. 

Cecil Smith is the president and CEO of the 
Minnesota Multi Housing Association.

Keep limit on student rentals
I oppose the proposed ordinance change that would allow 

six unrelated persons to occupy a dwelling unit in proximity 
to the University of Saint Thomas (“Saint Paul considers 
redefining ‘family,’” Villager, February 17). This Planning 
Commission recommendation, if approved, would threaten 
recent positive changes to our fraught town-and-gown 
relationship and would be a detriment to the neighborhood.

I have some background with the issue, having been 
a member and president of the Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council and a member of the West Summit 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee. The problem of Saint 
Thomas (UST) student rentals was the most contentious 
of that period and continues to simmer. In fact, Saint Paul 
and UST made real progress in these and subsequent 
years. After passage of the 150-foot distance requirement 
between student rentals, the attendant Student Housing 

Neighborhood Impact Overlay District and UST’s requiring 
some students to live on campus, we were approaching 
stability, if not a resolution, of a frustrating problem.

It was therefore astounding to hear of the proposal to 
increase the limit on “unrelateds” per household by 50 
percent—from four to six. Within the student housing 
overlay district, this would be a huge mistake. The dynamics 
in the overlay district differ from those elsewhere in the city.

Within the overlay district, there is a delicate balance 
between single-family households and student rentals. It 
is difficult to convey the debilitating frustration of living in 
proximity to some student rentals. This is not just aesthetics 
nor a snobby NIMBY attitude. It is real feeling of threats to 
security, peacefulness and confidence in the future of one’s 
household. The proposal, if allowed, will encourage the 
growth of student rentals and erase our recent progress.

I understand the value of increasing density across the 
city and do not expect to reverse the trend toward rentals. 

However, we must manage such trends in a sensitive and 
responsive manner. The Student Housing Neighborhood 
Impact Overlay District exists for a reason. The reason is 
that its neighborhoods are subject to special strains. Our 
ordinances, if they are to have value, must respect such local 
conditions.

Joel Clemmer
Macalester-Groveland

First step in fighting crime
Saint Paul had a nearly 25 percent increase in crimes 

involving homicide, rape, aggravated assault or robbery in 
2020. There was a 13 percent increase in homicides alone. I 
have heard many stories of armed robberies very close to my 
house. It is always on my mind when I leave my house or am 
home alone that there is a chance I get robbed.

INBOX

inbox   c9
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I should not have to feel unsafe in my own neighborhood. 
Changes must be made. I urge local, state and federal 
legislators to lower the crime rates by making it much harder 
for guns to get into the hands of bad people. This can start 
with something as simple as background checks when 
someone is buying a gun to make sure he or she does not have 
a history of violence. While this will not solve the problem, it 
is a good first step.

Teddy Archbold
Merriam Park

We need more police
On February 17 at 4 p.m., my wife pulled into our garage 

and was getting out of her car when a person pointing a 
gun at her stood in the doorway of the garage. He told her 
to “come here.” She said “no” and went straight into our 
house, called me and locked the door. It was a very disturbing 
experience.

We need more police. Our mayor has made excuses for the 
criminals and blamed the pandemic for the increase in crime. 
That is a falsehood that cannot be backed up with facts. If he 
would give up 12 of his administration appointments, Saint 
Paul could add 20 more cops.

Word has gone out to the other residents on Highland 
Parkway and Pinehurst Avenue between Fairview Avenue and 
Davern Street. We are no longer going to be silent. We have 
invested a lot in our city and are no longer going to let the 
activists control it.

Please start supporting the police and us residents.

David Sparrow 
Highland Park

Solving conflicts on river road
Mr. Singer is right. There are frequent conflicts on the 

Mississippi River Boulevard off-road path caused by speeding 
bicyclists, among other factors (Villager Inbox, February 
17). From my vantage point as a homeowner on river road 
and frequent user of the path, speeding bicyclists are the 
primary cause of these conflicts. There are bicyclists who are 
courteous, slow down and announce their passing. I try to 
thank them. Unfortunately, the majority do not. Mr. Singer 
would do the neighborhood a great service by providing Saint 
Paul Bicycle Coalition members with additional education 
and awareness about the need to slow down on the path and 
be courteous and announce their passing.

In the winter there are few bicyclists, walkers and runners 
on the path south of Ford Parkway. I suspect Mr. Singer’s 
statement that river road carries “an average of 2,000-plus 
pedestrians and bicyclists per day and considerably more in 
the summer” is somewhat overblown. Regardless, if all of 
those using the path were a bit more courteous, the problem 
for the most part would be solved. 

Regarding Mr. Singer’s discussion of another bike lane 
on Mississippi River Boulevard, very few bicyclists use the 
existing bike lane. I suspect there isn’t the appetite to ride in 
the street. The vast majority use the combined path and avoid 
the street. I doubt the city has the appetite or the dollars to 

remove the hundreds of trees and various utilities for another 
bike lane that can’t be justified. For years now, a few bicyclists 
ride in traffic on the east side of river road both in the summer 
and winter, and this has worked well. 

Gary Marx
Highland Park

River road has gotten dangerous
Andy Singer of the Saint Paul Bicycle Coalition blames 

pedestrians for not getting out of his way when bicycling 
on the combined path along Mississippi River Boulevard 
(Villager Inbox, February 17). He has it backwards. The 
problem is, some bicyclists and scooter users go way too fast 
and do not yield to anybody. The posted speed limit on the 
path is 10 mph. Bicyclists try to go 30 mph next to people 
with a stroller and dogs going 1 mph. The sidewalk has many 
twists and dips, and the speedsters do not look ahead for 
problems. They should be out in the street where the sight 
lines are better and the biking is smoother and safer. 

Last year, when the city closed river road’s southbound 
lane to motor vehicles, it made traffic chaotic and dangerous. 
The traffic was going any direction and any speed. For the 
first time ever, it was frightening to cross river road. The 
bright orange traffic cones produced a lot of glare that 
reduced visibility. Emergency vehicles and trucks were forced 
to park illegally in either the traffic lane or the bike lane, 
completely blocking traffic. The signs say “Share the Road,” 
but that’s impossible with traffic cones or concrete strips 
dividing the space.

We have a dangerous situation, and we are going to have 
a death or serious injury unless the city addresses the real 
problem. The city should consider lowering the speed limit 
on the combined path to 8 mph and enforce it. Prohibiting 
parking on the northbound side of river road is problematic 
for the homeowners there. It is difficult for many of our older 

family members and friends to walk from the streets further 
back from river road.

Bruce Jacobson and Ann Morrissey
Macalester-Groveland

The harm of one-way river road
Beware of surveys where there is disproportionate 

impact. As noted in the February 17 Villager, 56.6 percent of 
“respondents” liked the idea of one-way traffic on Mississippi 
River Boulevard to make way for new bike lanes. The one-
way traffic proposal comes from the Macalester-Groveland 
and Union Park district councils. A view of the area clearly 
shows that very few residents in these neighborhoods have 
driveways and garages with access from river road. Almost 
all have alley access to their garages. This means little 
inconvenience for those living north of Randolph Avenue 
compared to those living south of Randolph.

The proposed change in traffic flow also negatively impacts 
Highland more. Southbound traffic to the Ford site will be 
forced to take Cretin or Cleveland avenues. Ford site traffic 
studies already project these arterial streets to be operating 
at capacity as they reach Ford Parkway. This will also have a 
negative impact on quiet residential streets like Mount Curve. 
Southbound traffic through Highland to access the airport 
or the southern metro area will also be forced through the 
Cleveland-Ford Parkway intersection.

All this disruption for a seasonal activity. The real solution 
is an improved, safer biking and walking path along river 
road, as was supported by the Highland District Council’s 
Executive Committee during the 2020 Capital Improvement 
Budget (CIB) process. Unfortunately, a Macalester-Groveland 
member of the CIB Committee spoke against this project, 
noting that he favored the one-way river road solution.

Thomas Romens
Highland Park

Editor’s note: The writer has used river road’s combined path as his 
primary running and biking route for more than 30 years. 

Saint Paul’s crown jewel
I have overheard foreign tourists viewing the Mississippi 

River and its gorge from the Mississippi River Boulevard 
walking path. You would have thought they were standing 
on the south rim of the Grand Canyon. They were awestruck 
with the view.

Mississippi River Boulevard is the crown jewel of Saint Paul. 
I have run and walked it for 60 years, but no longer. It is too 
dangerous with so many speeding bicyclists on the path.

We are investing millions of dollars in the former Ford 
Motor Company property. Why would our community 
butcher our beloved boulevard with one-way traffic and 
at the same time totally reconstruct Ayd Mill Road with 
dedicated bike paths? Our city owns several feet of property 
on the east side of river road that is waiting to be used to 
widen the road for two-way traffic, bike lanes, parking and a 
walking path. Can’t we think big and think long-term about 
Saint Paul’s crown jewel?

Jack Schubert
Macalester-Groveland

8b inbox

A bicyclist had the southbound lane of Mississippi River Boulevard 
all to himself last week near Summit Avenue.  Photo By BRAd StAuffeR
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

By Frank Jossi

Radon, lead and asbestos are toxic el-
ements that can be found in the air, 
paint and construction materials 

of homes. They are persistent yet prevent-
able problems that homeowners can avoid 
through simple testing and various precau-
tions or mitigation measures.

A webinar on “Lead, Asbestos and Radon, 
Oh My!” will be offered from 9-11 a.m. Thurs-
day, March 11, by Rethos: Places Reimagined, 
a nonprofit organization that promotes the 
preservation of historic buildings. Minneapo-
lis architect Alissa Pier, who lives in a historic 
home, will lead the program. 

The webinar emerged from another Rethos 
class that looked at sustainability in older 
homes, according to Rethos education coor-
dinator Natalie Heneghan. “The whole goal 
of our education programs is to equip home-
owners and property owners with the knowl-
edge they need,” she said. “This class is all 
about demystifying this stuff and breaking it 
down and sending folks on their way to han-
dle it properly, and not be too terrified of what 
they’re going to find in their house.”

Odorless and invisible radon
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive 

gas that can seep into homes of any age, Pier 
said. Odorless and invisible, it is the second 
leading cause of lung cancer in the U.S., ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control. 

Radon generally enters the home through 
cracks in the foundation. According to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Twin 
Cities is in an area of the country where the 
potential for elevated indoor radon levels is 
highest.

Homeowners can buy an inexpensive ra-
don test to determine if the level inside their 
home is a problem. If a home requires mitiga-
tion, Pier said, a qualified contractor can cut 
a hole in the basement floor and run a tube 
from there to the roofline. The cost ranges 

from around $1,500 to $2,500, according to 
the Minnesota Department of Health.

The MDH describes the three most com-
mon systems for radon mitigation on its web-
site along with the various components of 
those systems. (Visit health.state.mn.us/com-
munities/environment/air/radon/mitigation-
system.html.)

High radon levels are “something we have 
to contend with,” Pier said. “They’re not as 
obvious as having water seeping into your 
basement. Radon doesn’t smell like anything, 
and because it’s invisible, it’s easier for people 
to not pay attention to.”

Where asbestos is found in the home
Contrary to popular belief, the U.S. has 

not banned the use of asbestos. Government 
regulations forbid new uses for asbestos, but 
they permit products that have traditionally 
incorporated asbestos to still be made with it, 
according to Pier.

As a fire retardant and binding agent, as-
bestos is mixed with other materials to create 
tile, gypsum board, insulation for pipes and 
firefighter jackets, Pier said. Older homes may 
have asbestos in the wrapping around base-
ment pipes, in the tile on basement floors and 
to a lesser extent the tile on ceilings. 

Pier recommends that the owners of homes 
built before 1990 consider the possible pres-
ence of asbestos when undertaking a remod-
eling project. They can send in samples for 
testing at a cost of $20-$100 or hire a profes-
sional to remove and test the samples. Pier 
recommends paying a professional because 
of the risk of exposure in disturbing the ma-
terials. The professionals will have the appro-
priate knowledge and safety equipment, she 
said.

The MDH maintains a web page with a list 
of certified asbestos contractors. It may cost 
$350-$700 for a professional asbestos detec-
tion visit, but that is a bargain compared to 
the medical risk of asbestos exposure, accord-
ing to Pier.

If the presence of asbestos in a basement 
becomes a problem, it may require a few thou-
sand dollars to remove it—expensive maybe, 
Pier said, but just a small part of the budget 
for a major remodeling project. “I always say, 
‘what is a hospital stay going to cost you?’” 
she said. “Getting a test is worth it.”

Another option in dealing with asbestos in-
sulation around pipes is to encapsulate them 
with a material that prevents asbestos fibers 
from entering the air, Pier said. Encapsulat-
ing products are widely available at hardware 
stores. They work best in places where pipes 
will not be disturbed or disrupted, she said. 
However, laying a new floor over an asbestos-
tile floor does not remove the potential harm 
since the tiles could continue to decay and re-
lease the fibers in the future, she said.

Lead paint: An ongoing concern
About 75 percent of the homes built before 

1978 contain some lead-based paint, accord-
ing to the MDH. The older the home, the more 
likely it is to contain lead-based paint. 

Lead poisoning is a concern for both chil-
dren and adults. Exposure can come by 
breathing in lead dust or fumes or ingesting 
anything that contains lead. No amount is 
considered safe, and it can cause permanent 
health, learning and behavior problems in 
children, and high blood pressure, kidney 
damage and fertility problems in adults.

Older homes may still have layers of old 
lead paint on ceilings, walls, doors and win-
dow frames. Pier recommends buying an in-
expensive home testing kit to determine the 
presence of lead on surfaces that will be sand-
ed, scraped or otherwise disturbed.

If lead is found on doors or windows, home-
owners should strip them before applying 
new paint or finish, according to Pier. Use a 
nontoxic stripper, she said. Pier recommends 
against sanding or scraping before repainting 
because that could release lead into the air.

Homeowners should not have to strip 
lead paint from non-friction surfaces such 
as crown molding before painting, Pier said. 
Lead requires friction for release, and that 
makes doors and windows that open and 
close more problematic.

Pier’s program is one of the more than 50 
webinars Rethos hosts annually. The organi-
zation held the classes in-person before CO-
VID-19, and it expects to offer them in-person 
again. However, moving them online boosted 
attendance to 1,200 last year—33 percent 
more than in 2019. 

The cost of the webinar is a suggested do-
nation of $10, or $25 for real estate agents who 
want to earn continuing education credits. 
To register, visit rethos.org. For those who are 
unable to attend the March 11 webinar, Rethos 
will make a recording available on its YouTube 
page.

Testing for toxins
Remodeling begins with preventing 
exposure to lead, radon, asbestos

Participants in a previous Rethos seminar on home restoration consider the problem of repainting a 
ceiling with layers of what may be lead paint.  Photo couRtesy of Rethos
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April 17
- at 10 am -

Housing First Minnesota will present 
the 2021 Spring Parade of Homes 
Remodelers Showcase from March 

26-28. Thirty-four remodeled homes will 
be open for public viewing with COVID-19 
precautions in place to ensure the public’s 
safety.

Access to the homes will be limited to 10 
people at a time and facemasks will be re-
quired. The tour is designed to let families 
see real projects and learn how remodeling 
can help them remain in their neighbor-
hoods when their homes no longer fit their 
needs. 

Local homes on the tour include: 
• 2266 Goodrich Ave. The 1917 home was 

built during the onset of the Spanish Flu and 
was fully remodeled during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Quartersawn Design & Build 
worked with the homeowners to preserve 
the character of the original design, while 
adding space and 21st-century amenities, 
including an open floor plan, mudroom ad-
dition, walk-in pantry, exercise room and 
luxurious owners’ suite.

• 701 Stewart Ave. The project by Enerjac 
Construction blends a 1900s home and addi-
tional 1,600-square-feet of space. It features 
a gourmet kitchen expansion and remodel, 
a main-floor owners’ suite with soaking tub 
and walk-in closet, a mudroom and laundry 

room, and a full basement woodshop. A sec-
ond-floor in-law suite above a new garage 
includes a living room, craft room, laundry 
room and bedroom/bath suite.

• 633 Ashland Ave. The showcase’s Dream 
Home, this five-bedroom, four-bathroom 
Minnesota Modern stunner is a blend of 
Sustainable 9 Design+Build’s signature con-
temporary style in a more traditional neigh-
borhood. The eat-in kitchen opens into a 
family room featuring a wood fireplace and 
access to a screened porch. There is also a 
main-floor mudroom and powder room. 
Upstairs the owners’ suite features an oval 
soaking tub, eclectic tile patterns and balco-
ny. The lower-level bar and entertainment 
area includes a sauna and exercise room, 
and there is a rare three-car garage on this 
urban lot.

The Remodelers Showcase will run from 
noon-6 p.m. from Friday through Sunday, 
March 26-28. Admission is free, except for 
the Dream Home on Ashland that has a $5 
admission charge to support Housing First 
Minnesota Foundation’s efforts to build 
housing for homeless Minnesotans and vet-
erans.

Free guidebooks are now available at local 
Holiday Stationstores. For information and 
to review the safety recommendations for 
this spring’s tour, visit paradeofhomes.org.

Spring showcase provides an 
inside look at local remodels

The Dream Home for the Spring Remodelers Showcase on March 26-28 is a Minnesota Modern stun-
ner with five bedrooms and four bathrooms at 633 Ashland Ave. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PARAdE OF HOmES
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WELCOME, NEIGHBORS. Saint Paul’s Highland Park now includes the 
new Lexington Landing senior community, offering one-level apartments 
and an active, maintenance-free lifestyle. Come join the neighborhood!

NOW OPEN!

• One and two bedroom options
• Nutritious meals

• Compassionate staff
• Access to supportive services 

Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation   
MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

Call Dianna to learn more!
900 Old Lexington Avenue South
Saint Paul, MN 55116

651-695-6400
LexingtonLanding.org
Equal Housing Opportunity.
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The following crime incidents were compiled 
from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights police  
department reports and other sources.

Highland Park
Robbery—Robberies at gunpoint were 

reported on the 1000 block of Saint Paul Av-
enue on February 5, the 500 block of South 
Fairview Avenue on February 9, and the 1300 
block of Saint Paul Avenue on February 13.

—A Jeep was stolen at gunpoint on High-
land Parkway and Mount Curve Boulevard at 
8:22 p.m. Monday, February 8.

Burglary—A break-in of an occupied home 
was reported on the 500 block of South Sara-
toga Street at 12:40 p.m. Tuesday, February 9.

—Commercial burglaries were reported on 
the 2300 block of West Seventh Street on Feb-
ruary 16, and the 2100 block of Ford Parkway 
on February 23.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 2200 block of Stewart Avenue on Febru-
ary 4, the 1400 block of Davern Street and the 
1800 block of Ford Parkway on February 9, the 
1300 block of East Maynard Drive on February 
12, the 1100 block of Colette Place on February 
14, and the 2100 block of West Seventh Street 
on February 16.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on High-
land Parkway and Wheeler Street on Febru-
ary 4, the 600 block of South Snelling Avenue 
on February 6, the 1700 block of Randolph 
Avenue on February 9, and the 1700 block of 
Morgan Avenue on February 21.

Assault—A 33-year-old man was shot in 
the stomach during a drive-by shooting at 
1:40 p.m. Saturday, February 13, on the 2200 
block of Stewart Avenue. He was taken to the 
hospital. 

—An aggravated assault with a gun was re-
ported on the 1700 block of Highland Parkway 
at 3:45 p.m. Tuesday, February 16. According 
to media reports, a juvenile with a gun ap-
proached a woman as she was getting out of 
her car behind her house. The suspect told her 
to “come here,” but she ran inside and locked 
the door.

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
1700 block of Graham Avenue on February 3, 
and on Saunders and Cleveland avenues on 
February 19.

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage to 
property was reported on the 1900 block of Ford 
Parkway at midnight Monday, February 15.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 1300 block of University Avenue 
at 3:30 p.m. Monday, February 8.

—TCF Bank, 459 N. Lexington Pkwy., was 
robbed at gunpoint at 6:01 p.m. Tuesday,  
February 23.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 400 block of North Dunlap Street on 
February 6, and the 1300 block of Marshall  
Avenue on February 8.

—Two shoplifting thefts of more than 
$1,000 in merchandise were reported on the 
1300 block of University Avenue on the after-
noons of February 15 and 20. 

Sex crime—A rape was reported on the 
1200 block of Carroll Avenue at 3 a.m. Sunday, 
February 7.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 1500 block of Goodrich Avenue 
at 8:40 p.m. Thursday, February 11.

Burglary—Commercial break-ins were 
reported on the 400 block of South Fairview 
Avenue on February 6, and the 200 block of 
South Snelling Avenue on February 9.

—Home burglaries were reported on the 
1700 block of Berkeley Avenue on February 7, 
the 2000 block of Juliet Avenue on February 
20, and the 2100 block of Goodrich Avenue on 
February 23.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 1500 block of Stanford Avenue and the 
1300 block of Grand Avenue on February 7, the 
2100 block of Grand and 2000 block of Fair-
mount Avenue on February 11, the 1500 block 
of Saint Clair Avenue on February 13, the 1700 
block of Jefferson Avenue on February 15, the 
2000 block of Randolph Avenue on February 
20, the 200 block of South Snelling Avenue 
on February 21, the 1500 block of Stanford 
Avenue on February 22, and the 1800 block of 
Juliet Avenue on February 23. 

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on the 
2200 block of Summit Avenue on February 
12, the 1900 block of Palace Avenue on Febru-
ary 14, and on Randolph Avenue and Saratoga 
Street on February 22.

Mendota Heights
Theft—A running vehicle was reported 

stolen on the 500 block of Annapolis Street at 
10:49 a.m. Wednesday, February 10. 

—A suspect parked a stolen vehicle in a lot 
and stole another vehicle there, it was report-
ed at 6:22 p.m. Monday, February 15, on the 
700 block of Highway 62.

—A driver said he went inside a store and 
looked out to see his vehicle being stolen at 
7:43 p.m. Monday, February 15, on the 900 
block of Highway 13. 

—Several items were reported stolen from a 
vehicle on the 1300 block of Highway 13 at 5:17 
p.m. Thursday, February 18.

Assault—A female was arrested for domes-
tic assault with a weapon at 2:33 a.m. Tues-
day, February 16, on the 1600 block of Dodd 
Road.

Miscellaneous—A driver was arrested for 
DWI after crashing into a train bridge on the 
1600 block of Lilydale Road at 10:25 p.m. Fri-
day, February 12.

—A rollover crash was reported on Pilot 
Knob Road near Acacia Boulevard at 8:50 a.m. 
Sunday, February 14. The three occupants 
were able to get out of the vehicle and the 
driver was arrested for DWI.

Merriam Park
Robbery—Robberies at gunpoint were re-

ported on the 1900 block of Iglehart Avenue 
on February 4, the 1700 block of Marshall Av-
enue on February 14, and on Cretin Avenue 
and I-94 on February 16.

Burglary—Commercial burglaries were 
reported on the 1600 block of University Av-
enue on February 8, the 400 block of North 
Roy Street on February 10, the 1900 block of 
Marshall Avenue on February 13, and three on 
the 1600-1700 blocks of University Avenue on 
February 21.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
the 1800 block of Portland Avenue on Febru-
ary 7, the 400 block of Lynnhurst Avenue on 
February 8, the 1900 block of Marshall Avenue 
on February 10, on Otis Avenue near Exeter 
Place on February 13, the 1900 block of Fero-
nia Avenue and the 2200 block of Marshall on 
February 18, and the 200 block of Montrose 
Place on February 19.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from vehicles on Cretin 
and Summit avenues on February 6, the 1600-
1700 blocks of Laurel Avenue on February 9 
and 11, the 2000 block of Carroll Avenue on 
February 12, the 1700 block of Iglehart Avenue 
on February 14, and the 2000 block of Temple 
Court on February 15. 

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
1700 block of Selby Avenue on February 9, and 
the 300 block of Herschel Street on February 13. 

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage 
to property was reported on the 100 block of 
Moore Street at 1:55 a.m. Sunday, February 21.

Snelling-Hamline
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on the 1500 block of Portland Avenue 
at 10:12 p.m. Thursday, February 4.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen 
on I-94 and Snelling Avenue on February 6, 
and the 1500 block of Ashland Avenue on  
February 15.

—Several items valued at more than $1,000 
were reported stolen from a vehicle on the 
1400 block of Laurel Avenue on Saturday,  
February 20.

Arson—An arson fire was reported on the 
1500 block of University Avenue at 12:11 p.m. 
Monday, February 15. 

Summit Hill
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was re-

ported on Avon Street south of Grand Avenue 
at 12:48 a.m. Tuesday, February 16.

Burglary—A commercial break-in was re-
ported on the 600 block of Grand Avenue at 
1:59 a.m. Saturday, February 6.

—Burglaries were reported on the 900 
block of Fairmount Avenue, the 700 block 
of Linwood Avenue and the 800 block of 
Grand Avenue between 7:21-9:51 a.m. Friday,  
February 19.

Theft—Vehicles were reported stolen on 
Benhill Road and Deubener Place on Febru-
ary 5, the 1000 block of Grand Avenue and the 
800 block of Summit Avenue on February 6, 
the 600 block of Oakland Avenue and the 1100 
block of Grand on February 16, and the 800 
block of Goodrich Avenue on February 22.

—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles 
on Chatsworth Street and Goodrich Avenue 
on February 4, and the 700 block of Lincoln  
Avenue on February 23.

Summit-University
Burglary—Residential burglaries were re-

ported on the 800 block of Dayton Avenue 
on February 7, the 500 block of Selby Avenue 
on February 10, and the 300 block of Marshall 
Avenue on February 19.

—A commercial burglary was reported on 
the 400 block of Selby Avenue at 3:19 a.m. 
Sunday, February 7.

—Police said a 57-year-old homeless man 
was arrested by Ramsey County deputies 
on February 11 in connection with the Janu-
ary 24 burglary of the Gnome Craft Pub, 498 
Selby Ave. The suspect was found in a vehicle 
parked in front of a house on the 100 block of 
East Acker Street. He was taken into custody. 

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 1000 block of Ashland Avenue on Febru-
ary 7, and the 100 block of Kent Street and 100 
block of Western Avenue on February 22.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 200 
block of Selby Avenue on February 7, the 200 
block of North Western Avenue on February 
8, the 600 block of Selby and the 800 block 
of Concordia Avenue on February 9, the 700 
block of Holly Avenue on February 12, the 200 
and 400 blocks of Laurel Avenue on February 
13-14, on Selby Avenue and Victoria Street on 
February 14, the 700 block of Selby on Feb-
ruary 15, the 400 block of Dayton Avenue on 
February 16, the 400 block of Portland Avenue 
on February 18, and on Selby and Dale Street 
and the 800 block of Laurel on February 19. 

West End
Robbery—Robberies at gunpoint were re-

ported on the 800 block of Watson Avenue on 
February 5, and the 600 block of Palace Av-
enue on February 10.

Burglary—A residential break-in was re-
ported on the 200 block of Sturgis Street at 
6:49 a.m. Wednesday, February 10. 

—Two commercial break-ins were report-
ed on the 800 and 1400 blocks of West Sev-
enth Street between 4:36-7:06 a.m. Friday, 
February 12. 

Theft—Several items valued at more than 
$1,000 were reported stolen from vehicles on 
the 200 block of Goodrich Avenue on February 
4, the 700 block of Kay Avenue on February 6, 
and the 600 block of Bay Street on February 13.

—Vehicles were reported stolen on the 200 
block of South Western Avenue on February 
5, the 700 block of Armstrong Avenue and the 
200 block of Banfil Street on February 7, on 
Wilkin Street near McBoal Street on February 
14, and the 1900 block of West Seventh Street 
on February 15. 

Assault—An aggravated assault with a gun 
was reported on the 300 block of North Smith 
Avenue at 11 p.m. Saturday, February 20. 

Weapons—Gunfire was reported on the 
300 block of South Exchange Street at 4:41 
a.m. Tuesday, February 23. 

Miscellaneous—Felony criminal damage 
to property was reported on February 11 on 
West Seventh and Walnut Streets, and the 100 
block of Kellogg Boulevard.

Crime Report

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net
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By Anne Murphy

Larry Flaherty’s story is like those of 
many other Irish Americans whose 
ancestors settled below Dayton’s Bluff 

in Saint Paul in a neighborhood known as 
Connemara Patch. Flaherty’s grandfather 
Dudley was among the immigrants from the 
west coast of Ireland who traveled to Minne-
sota to escape famine in the late 1800s. Theirs 
is a story of suffering that trickled down to fu-
ture generations.

“I was the youngest of 15 brothers and sis-
ters,” said Flaherty. “We lived in the Selby, 
Western and Rondo area. 
For the most part, we kind 
of raised ourselves, and we 
weren’t the only ones.”

Though Flaherty’s par-
ents raised their family out-
side of Connemara Patch, 
they struggled mightily 
with the social, financial 
and emotional problems 
com mon to those who lived 
in the Patch. “I went to four 
or five grade schools,” Fla-
herty said, “Saint Vincent’s, 
Cathedral, Saint Mary’s, 
Saint Rose of Lima.” Now 
in his 80s and retired after 
a 50-year career in law enforcement, he said 
that life for his siblings improved in adult-
hood, but “it wasn’t easy.” 

The immigrants from Connemara were 
brought to Minnesota by Archbishop John Ire-
land to escape the Irish famine of 1879. Their 
story will be told in the two-part program, 
“Emigration During the Famine of 1879,” that 
will be presented online from 8-9:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, March 16 and 23, through Celtic 
Junction, 836 N. Prior Ave. 

 The first part of the program by Irish-
American historian Jane Kennedy focuses 
on the Connemara immigrants. “In 1880, 24 
families left that region of County Galway to 
flee the famine,” Kennedy said. Their immi-
gration was sponsored by Archbishop Ireland 
after he was contacted by English humanitar-
ian John Hack Tuke. A Quaker from York, Eng-
land, Tuke is credited for helping a multitude 
of Irish survive famines in the middle and late 

1800s. He will be the focus of the second part 
of Kennedy’s program.

“Few people whose ancestors fled the fam-
ines in Ireland are aware of how their relatives 
escaped,” Kennedy said. “They know little, 
if anything, about the man who is revered in 
Ireland for helping those who emigrated and 
those who remained. Today, there are an es-
timated 750,000 Irish descendants living in 
North America, and many, myself included, 
have Mr. Tuke to thank for keeping our fami-
lies alive.”

A lifelong resident of Saint Paul, Kennedy 
holds a B.A. in English and journalism from 

Saint Catherine University 
and an M.A. in business 
communications from the 
University of Saint Thomas. 
She teaches at Saint Cloud 
State University. Her fam-
ily immigrated in 1883 from 
Ireland’s County Mayo to 
western Wisconsin where 
they lived until her grand-
parents moved to Saint Paul 
in the 1930s.

“The Tuke presentation 
will be its premiere,” Ken-
nedy said. “I was supposed 
to give this lecture last 
March at the University of 

Saint Thomas in conjunction with a sympo-
sium, but it was cancelled due to COVID-19.” 
The opening Connemara program was first 
presented in a conference on Irish famines 
held at Quinnipiac University in Connecticut. 

“The famine in western Ireland in the late 
1870s mimicked the great Irish famine in the 
middle of the century,” Kennedy said. “While 
other parts of Ireland managed to avoid a re-
peat, the counties of Mayo and Galway were 
again experiencing desperation with famine 
fever, little to no food and limited clothing. 
With a poor potato crop, their rent payments 
fell behind and their landlords demolished 
what hovels they had to live in.

“When Tuke heard rumors that times were 
bad again in Ireland, he and some Catholic 
clergy reached out to U.S. bishops for help,” 
Kennedy said. “Some refused because they 
feared the proposed plan wasn’t viable. But 
Archbishop Ireland agreed to help if enough 

funds could be raised by U.S. Catholics.”
Archbishop Ireland was eager to expand 

Catholicism in Minnesota, according to Ken-
nedy. He arranged for the immigrants to settle 
in Graceville with “a modest house, a plot of 
land for farming, a cow, seeds for sowing and 
some basics,” she said. “But by the time the 
immigrants arrived, planting season was vir-
tually over. And just a few months later, west-
ern Minnesota and the Great Plains as a whole 
experienced one of the worst winters ever.

“Much turmoil ensued with the residents 
of nearby Morris complaining in U.S. news-
papers that the Connemaras were being left 
to starve. For their part, the Connemaras had 
no experience with large farming. Their wish 
was to move to Saint Paul where they could 
take up jobs they knew, such as railroad work-
ers, seamstresses, domestic help. Archbishop 
Ireland finally relented, and the Connemaras 
settled in Connemara Patch where they lived 
in tiny houses and where the people on the 
bluffs above dumped their trash.” 

The residents of Connemara Patch used 
outhouses perched at the end of piers on the 
Mississippi River. It was there that they also 
drew their water, though the current often 
failed to clear the waste adequately. “The 
Graceville transplants became known as the 
disgraceful Connemaras,” according to Celtic 
Junction executive director Natalie O’Shea. 

Like Kennedy, O’Shea believes that lessons 
can still be gleaned from the experience of the 
Connemaras. She wrote a play about Conne-

mara Patch and the ridicule its inhabitants 
endured in Saint Paul. A version of the play 
was performed by SteppingStone Theatre un-
der the name, Get Up Your Irish: A Celebration 
in Music & Dance. “We’ll be hosting a 10-year 
anniversary special of the play’s 2011 record-
ing in April, with interviews of the cast, now 
all grown up,” O’Shea said. 

Those who were still living in Connemara 
Patch in the 1950s were displaced when the 
neighborhood was razed to make way for 
I-94. Today, it is home to the Bruce Vento Na-
ture Sanctuary.

“The reason we do bus tours there is that 
it’s an important area that shouldn’t be for-
gotten,” O’Shea said. Celtic Junction strives to 
keep that history alive through its programs in 
literature, music, dance and language. In fact, 
it offers a class in the Connemara dialect. 

“There are a number of Connemara de-
scendants in Minnesota with whom I’m con-
nected via social media,” Kennedy said. “My 
aim is to physically reunite us once we can 
start doing such things, and eventually hold a 
national reunion of sorts for emigrants of the 
forgotten famine.” 

To register for Kennedy’s program “Emi-
graton During the Famine of 1879,” visit celt-
icjunction.org/product/emigration-during-
famine-of-1879/. The cost is $40. Historical 
resources related to the Connemaras are also 
available through the  group Connemara to 
Minnesota in the 1880s at facebook.com/gro
ups/805342643604898/?ref=share.

Goodbye, Galway
Fleeing famine, Irish immigrants 
of 1880 found hard-bitten home 
in Saint Paul’s Connemara Patch

Jane Kennedy (right) researches Irish-Amercan history in the Eoin McKiernan Library at Celtic Junction 
with the center’s executive director Natalie Nugent O’Shea.  PhOtO by brAd StAuffEr

Patrick Ruble, an agent with Cold-
well Banker Realty-Highland Park, 
has been named 2020 Realtor of the 
Year by the Saint Paul Area Associa-
tion of Realtors (SPAAR). Ruble served 
as SPAAR’s president last year and 
oversaw the association’s response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and its com-
munity outreach and commitment 
to diversity following the civil un-
rest stemming from the death of George Floyd. As immediate 
past president, his involvement will continue as a member of 
SPAAR’s Communications, Government Affairs, Professional-
ism, and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion committees. SPAAR 
has 7,600 members within its 12-county jurisdiction. 

Mill City Running, a running club and specialty store, re-
cently opened a second retail outlet called Saint City Run-
ning at 767 S. Cleveland Ave. in the space previously occupied 
by the Cleveland Wok. The store’s 1,800 square feet of retail 
space features running shoes and related apparel. A 3D scan-
ner is available for fitting shoes and a dedicated service helps 
women select the best-fitting running bra. Husband-and-wife 
founders Jeff and Bekah Metzdorff opened Mill City Running 
in Northeast Minneapolis in 2013. Outside of the two stores, 

the 600-member Mill City Running Race Team participates in 
events around the country.

Highgrove Dental Care, 670 S. Cleveland Ave., Suite 100, is 
changing hands as Dr. Terry O’Neill is retiring after 22 years of 
practicing dentistry in Highland Park and has decided to trans-
fer the practice to the husband and wife team of Drs. John and 
Jadilyn Grittner. The Grittners graduated from the University 
of Minnesota School of Dentistry in 2010 and started their ca-
reers working within the Indian Health Service of Leech Lake 
and Red Lake Reservations in northern Minnesota. They plan 
to bring new treatment options to the center, such as implant 
dentistry and clear orthodontic aligners. O’Neill will stay on 
for a short period to help with the transition.

Bituminous Roadways Inc., 1520 Commerce Drive, Men-
dota Heights, is celebrating 75 years in business. The asphalt 
contractor has grown from a three-man crew in 1946 to more 
than 200 employees in 2020. When Kent Peterson started as 
president of the company in 1996 they had two asphalt plants, 
and now they have four. The company started in 1946 when Al 
Wendell began residential paving operations out of an asphalt 
plant in South Minneapolis. As the company grew, Al hired 
more estimators, including Palmer Peterson in 1958. When 
Al passed away in the late-’60s, Palmer bought the company. 

Palmer’s son, Kent, worked there during the summer months 
throughout high school and even into his college days. Eventu-
ally, Kent became president and has run the company since. 
Today the company services mainly industrial and commer-
cial customers throughout the seven-county metro area. Some 
of the more notable projects it has been involved with include 
Target Field, TCF Stadium, Topgolf, Canterbury Park, TCO Per-
formance Center and, more recently, the Omni Hotel. 

Emerging Leaders, a free mini-MBA-style training program, 
is being offered by the U.S. Small Business Administration. 
Small to mid-sized Twin Cities business owners and CEOs are 
encouraged to apply now for the seven-month series that in-
cludes approximately 100 hours of class time per participant. 
Classes are scheduled to begin in April. To learn more and ap-
ply, go to sba.gov/emergingleaders.

The Highland Business Association, 790 S. Cleveland Ave., 
Suite 219, has announced the following new members of its 
Executive Committee: president Casandra Wurscher of Col-
lege Nannies, Sitters + Tutors; vice president Craig Grossman 
of Fleming Music; treasurer Tom Schramer of Sevenich, Butler, 
Gerlach & Brazil; secretary Frank Jossi of Slice Consulting; and 
past president Jennifer Dunn of Dunn Realty Group. For mem-
bership information, visit highlandba.com/join-today.

Business Briefs

“The famine in western 
Ireland in the late 

1870s mimicked the 
great Irish famine 

in the middle of the 
century. While other 

parts of Ireland 
managed to avoid a 

repeat, the counties of 
Mayo and Galway were 

again experiencing 
desperation.”
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Quality home health care since 1991.

275 E. 4th Street, Suite 781, St. Paul, MN  55101
Hours:  Mon - Thur: 9am - 4pm Fri:  9am - 12pm • By appt only

Your Home,
Your Independence.

“Home care is more
affordable than you

might think.”

763-546-1000
inhomepersonalcare.com

Erin Govrik
Owner/Exec Dir

We are very excited to see you all at our Sixth Annual 
Saint Paul Charter School Fair!

Find the right path for your 
child’s PreK - 12+ education.

(ages 4-20)

SATURDAY, March 20, 2021
9 am - 12 noon

St. Paul VIRTUAL

CHARTER SCHOOL FAIR

35+ 
Schools

30 years of high quality, tuition free school 
choice, chartering in Minnesota

Learn more about participating schools beginning Mar. 1: 
www.stpaulcharterschoolfair.org

The fair gives students and families the chance to interact 
over ZOOM with school administrators and teachers, ask 
questions and learn more about the great opportunities and 
innovative formats that charter school education offers. 

Old Address 
233 Grand Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

New Address 
1804 7th Street West 

Suite 200 
St. Paul, MN 55116 

Just a short move down the road! 
 

Phone Numbers 
651-227-7806 (Main Number) 

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line) 
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St. Paul, MN 55116 
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 Welcome to our Tradition of Caring

Pediatric and
Young Adult Medicine

Saturday Morning
Appointments Available

    1804 7th Street West, Suite 200
                  St. Paul 55116
             www.pyam.com

651-227-7806 (Main Number)

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line)

Complete Primary Pediatric Care.                              

WE
ARE

OPEN

By Anne Murphy

Last December, when it came time 
to plan a spring production for the 
Macalester College Theatre and Dance 

Department, director Beth Cleary asked 
students a question: How do people develop 
the resilience to withstand the likes of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and use that strength 
for the better? “I told them to make theater 
that testified to that resilience, and I let them 
go,” she said.

The result is Portals, nine separate 
performances, each no more than five 
minutes in length, 
that portray resilience, 
resistance and resolve.

“What came back from 
the students represents a 
great variety,” Cleary said. 
Their dramas draw on 
memory, oral history and 
various texts. Among the 
subjects are 16th-century 
Dutch mysticism, the Red 
scare of the mid-20th 
century, the experiences of 
a medic in the Vietnam War, the 1918 Spanish 
flu pandemic as well as COVID-19.

“Two of the students are telling their own 
stories,” Cleary said.

The title Portals was inspired by an op-ed 
piece that appeared last April in the New 
York Times, “The Pandemic is a Portal” by 
Arundhati Roy. At the time, people the world 
over were shuttered in their homes watching 
grim telecasts about the lethal spread of the 
coronavirus in China, Italy and New York. In 
her essay, Roy calls the migration of the virus 
“biblical,” though even the Bible could not 
have imagined numbers this big, she wrote.

“Roy’s was a truth-telling voice, and 
millions of people worldwide distributed the 
essay on social media,” Cleary said. “She asks, 
‘from where have we come, into what will we 
emerge, and when?’ She writes, ‘Historically, 

pandemics have forced humans to break with 
the past and imagine their world anew.’

“In the process of creating our show, we’ve 
made a little world together,” Cleary added. 
“It’s modest—under an hour—and simple 
with solo performances on video. But making 
Portals has allowed us to bring together 
stories, family memories, instances of 
courage from different places and periods in 
human history. In rehearsal, even on Zoom, 
we rediscovered the emotional currents in 
spoken stories. We’ve cultivated empathy by 
embodying the hardships of our forebears. 

“Art makes its way even in these times 
of diminution,” Cleary 
said. “It’s a torch for 
illuminating the hidden 
things, for passing through 
and beyond this portal 
together.”

Macalester senior Elinor 
Jones has created a drama 
in two parts for Portals. 
“It begins with Fleta G. 
Woolsey, a doctor who 
graduated from Baylor 
Medical School in 1923,” 

Jones said. “I found her story in The Baylor 
University Oral History Collection. I also found 
a collection of interviews from the mid-1970s 
with women in Waco, Texas. 

“Fleta interested me because of her 
tenacity and her huge accomplishment of 
becoming a doctor as a woman at that time,” 
Jones said. “Her voice in the recording is 
engaging. I loved hearing her think through 
the memories of her life…and her perceptions 
of the 1918 flu pandemic.”

Jones’ production concludes with a 
portrayal of Kori Albi, 31, a nurse in the 
COVID intensive care unit at Saint Alphonsus 
Regional Medical Center in Boise, Idaho. Albi 
was featured in the December 7 Washington 
Post in an article on the battle against 
COVID-19.

“I wanted to bring Portals into the present 

day,” Jones said, “seeking the truth beyond 
the limitations of theater and the lives 
of college students, into the exhausting, 
existential situation that nurses have had 
to live in for almost a year. Much of the text 
is pulled from Ms. Albi’s reflections, and I 
deliver it as if she is being interviewed by a 
news station. Her goal is to convince viewers 
of the gravity of the situation in a new, 
visceral way.

“As Macalester students, we’re always 
doing our best to engage with academic 
material but also with the community 
around us,” Jones said. “This work is an 
example of an extra project students have 
taken on to enrich our experiences. The 
piece will include professional videography, 
creative production design, original music 
and the performances of many Macalester 
students.” 

Johanna Lorbach, coordinator of Mac’s 
Theatre and Dance Department and a 
resident of Highland Park, believes Portals 
has much to offer. “I think that now is a 

really interesting time in our pandemic 
experience,” she said. “On one hand, we 
continue to struggle and grieve. At the same 
time, we’re walking into spring, into a time 
of vaccines and whatever this new world will 
be. It continues to be so important to connect 
with our neighbors, whether on campus or in 
the neighborhood.”

In preparing Portals for virtual production 
and the filming of each student’s 
performance, Mac followed all COVID-19 
safety protocols. That included one-on-one 
Zoom meetings between Cleary and students 
during their research and rehearsals. “I 
feel heart sore for our students having the 
experience they’re having in school,” Cleary 
said. “They’ve had to put their shoulders into 
this with great compassion and a resilience 
of their own. They astonish me with their 
courage. It’s not an easy thing.” 

Portals may be viewed online anytime 
from 7 p.m. Friday, March 5, through 
Sunday, March 7. To reserve a free ticket, visit 
macalester.edu/boxoffice.

Getting through this
In ‘Portals’ Mac students portray
a resilience born of hard times

Pictured in rehearsal are Portals actors and playwrights (clockwise from top left) Elinor Jones, Miles 
Latham, Aela Morris, Nikita Belyaev, Ezra Muthiah and Faith Milon.  Photos courtEsy oF MAcALEstEr coLLEgE

“In rehearsal, we 
rediscovered the 

emotional currents in 
spoken stories. We’ve 
cultivated empathy 
by embodying the 
hardships of our 

forebears.”
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Exhibits
The Science Museum of Minnesota, 120 
W. Kellogg Blvd., has reopened to the public 
from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays 
and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sundays. Due to health 
and safety considerations, museum capacity 
is limited and tickets must be purchased in 
advance. For more information, visit smm.
org/tickets. 

The Bell Museum of Natural History will 
reopen to the public on March 12 at 25 per-
cent capacity and with enhanced cleaning 
and ventilation. Reservations are required. 
Hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday through 
Sun day. All visitors over age 2 must wear a 
face covering with two or more layers that 
fit snugly to the face. Among the exhibits are 
Minnesota Journeys; Climates of Inequality: 
Stories of Environmental Justice; Fifty Nights 
Under the Stars with Artist Mike Shaw; Flora 
and Pharma: Medicinal Plants and Pandemic 
Apparel; Connecting to Minnesota’s Forests: 
Past, Present, Future; and the planetarium 
with the rotating pro grams “Out of This 
World,” “Mysteries of Your Brain” and “Min-
ne sota Night Skies.” Admission is $12, $10 for 
seniors, $9 for youths ages 3-21. Call 612- 
626-9660 or visit bellmuseum.umn.edu.

Music
Experience Jazz, a 12-week program for 
middle school and high school singers, 
instrumentalists and deejays to learn to 
play and compose jazz, hip-hop and rhythm 
and blues music, is accepting applications 
through March 5. Students work in combos 
led by professional musicians. The sessions 
will run online via Zoom from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. on Saturdays beginning March 
20 with the possibility of in-person sessions 
outdoors in the second half of the program. 
The fee is $150. Financial assistance is 
available upon request. For more information 
or to submit an application along with an 
audio or video audition, visit mnjazzed.org/
experience-jazz.

The Minnesota Orchestra will close its 
series of free Friday night concerts in the 
weeks ahead on television (TPT MN), radio 
(99.5 FM) and the internet (classicalmpr.
org and minnesotaorchestra.org). “Soaring 
Strings” at 8 p.m. March 5 will feature con-
ductor Juraj Valčuha, violinist James Ehnes 
and the orchestra in Perkinson’s Sinfonietta 
No. 1 for Strings. “Lament and Beauty” at 8 
p.m. March 19 will feature conductor Osmo 
Vänskä, pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet and the 
orchestra in Walker’s Lyric for Strings and 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 4. Most concerts 
in the series will continue to be available for 
free on demand at minnesotaorchestra.org.

“German Music, Italian Echoes,” compo-
si tions by J.S. Bach and Giovanni Platti, will 
be performed by Lyra Baroque Orchestra 
musicians in a live stream at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
March 6. Violinist Marc Levine, cellist Tulio 
Rondón and harpsichordist Tami Morse will 
play Bach’s Sonata in G Major for violin and 
obligato harpsichord and Sonata in G Major 
for violin and continuo and Platti’s Sonatas 
for Violin, Cello and Continuo. Tickets are 
$15, $5 for students. For reservations, visit 
lyrabaroque.org/german.

The Church of the Lost Souls, a 12-week 
concert series featuring guitarist Billy Mc-
Laughlin and the band SimpleGifts, con-
tinues at 4:30 p.m. Sundays through May 2 
at the Parkway Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave. 
S. in Minneapolis. SimpleGifts includes 
singers Karen Paurus and Amy Courts, 
multi-instru mentalist Laura MacKenzie and 
drummer Billy O. Joining them will be blues 
artist Nicholas David on March 7, the Laura 
MacKenzie Celtic Celebration on March 

14, and Chris Koza on March 28. Ninety-
two seats are available in the theater (25 
percent capacity). Tickets are $29 in advance, 
$39 at the door. The concerts will also be 
live-streamed online with tickets priced at 
whatever you care to pay. For reser va tions, 
visit theparkwaytheater.com.

A class in hand drums for beginners will be 
offered from 5-6 p.m. Tuesday, March 9, at 
Women’s Drum Center, 2242 University Ave. 
Students will use djembes to explore pulse 
and rhythm in African music. The cost is $10. 
Drums are provided. To register, email info@
womensdrumcenter.net.

Cellists Charles and Cassidy Asch will 
perform music inspired by the role of house 
pets in the 17th and 18th centuries in online 
concerts at 7 p.m. Friday and 11 p.m. Saturday, 
March 19 and 20. The program includes the 
warm and radiant Suite in E flat for Solo Cello 
by Bach, Sonatas for Two Cellos by Jacob 
Klein the Younger, and the exuberant sonatas 
of Jean-Noël Massart. Tickets are $10, $5 
for students. For reservations, visit tinyurl.
com/3mjpeafp or call 651-321-2214.

Books
Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host free online readings and dis-
cus sions with Literary Lights host Donna 
Isaac and women poets Shirley Smith 
Franklin, Wendy Brown-Baez, Marge Barrett, 
Ethna McKiernan and Terri Ford, at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 7; author Alexander McCall 
Smith and his short-story collection, Pianos 
and Flowers: Brief Encounters of the Romantic 
Kind, noon Wednesday, March 10; and Linda 
Munson and her debut novel, Willa’s Grove, 7 
p.m. Wednesday, March 17. To register for the 
link, visit nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Subtext Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will host free 
online readings and discussions with Linda 
Brooks, author of Proximities: Art, Education, 
Activism, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 3; 
and poets Mary Kay Rummel and Sharon 
Chmielarz and their collections, Nocturnes: 
Between Flesh and Stone and The J Horoscope, 
respectively, 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 24. To 
register for the link, visit subtextbooks.com.

Theater
Rez Road 2000, a one-man show by the late 
Ojibwe storyteller, poet and humorist Jim 
Northrop about the clash of cultures that 
makes up the Native American experience, 
is being streamed through March 7 by the 
History Theatre. For ticket information, visit 
historytheatre.com.

Et cetera
“Freud in Film,” a presentation on the ways 
psychologist Sigmund Freud influenced 
movies and how movies have portrayed the 
pioneering psychoanalyst, will be offer ed 
from 7:30-9 p.m. Friday, March 12. Sponsored 
by Or Emet, the free online program will be 
conducted by Don Larsson, professor emer-
itus of English at Minnesota State Uni ver sity-
Mankato. A short Humanistic Jewish Sabbath 
service will precede the program. To register 
for the link, email Or Emet president Scott 
Chazdon at president@oremet.org. 

The Saint Paul Farmers’ Market will hold 
its annual wellness celebration from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Saturday, March 13, outdoors at Fifth 
and Wall streets. In addition to the wares 
of 15 local growers, the event will feature 
registration for the Bingo Cookbook Club 
for Kids, a yoga class at 9:30, and healthy 
cooking and food demonstrations on the half 
hour beginning at 10 a.m. For information, 
visit stpaulfarmersmarket.com.

Nobody Cares for Eyes
 More Than Pearle

Our #1 priority is the safety of our 
patients and team. Upon entering, 
sanitizer and masks will be provided 
and temperatures will be taken.

VISIT PearleVISIonHIgHland.com
TO SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM®

Highland Shopping center
2024 Ford Parkway • 651-698-2020

exceptional family eye care

Use your New
2021 Vision Benefits

Dr. B.L. Bomberg Dr. Tami Pham Dr. Noah Berge

  Exam, X-rays 
  & Basic Cleaning for

WINTER SPECIAL!

We’ve Moved! New Place...New Name...Same Faces

* New patients only, deep cleaning additional charge. $298 value. Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and co-workers. Expires Mar. 31, 2021.

651-699-5600
hamlinefamilydental.com

1347 Larpenteur Avenue West
Saint Paul, MN 55113

$79*

We Recommend Books.

nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

We are open for shopping by appointment.
Visit www.nextchapterbooksellers.com for details.

Now inPaperback!

Now inPaperback!

Now inPaperback!
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SPORTS

Highland preps for 
Nordic postseason

 

Since it’s so dependent on the weather, the cross-
country ski season in Minnesota is often brief. Thanks 
to COVID-19, it’s briefer than usual this year for high 

school athletes. Highland Park, which won the state girls’ 
Nordic skiing championship last year and whose boys’ team 
took third place, was unable to have an official practice with 
head coach Brad Moening until January due to pandemic 
restrictions. However, that didn’t keep the skiers from going 
out on their own for unsupervised workouts. 

“With a shorter than usual season this year, the kids knew 
they had to be ready to go on day one,” Moening said. “They 
were gung-ho.”

Were they ever. The girls roared to victories in all four 
scheduled meets this year, capping things off by placing 
nine of the top 10 finishers in the Twin Cities Conference 
Championship on February 19 at Hyland Park Reserve in 
Bloomington. (Central finished second in the same four 
meets.) Highland junior Molly Moening, who won last year’s 
individual state title, finished first in all four meets. Visitation 
senior Margaret Dalseth took second to Moening at the 
conference clash. Highland seniors Celeste Alden and Anna 
Schmidt placed third and fourth in that event, respectively.

The Highland boys also ran the board with sophomore 
Davis Isom besting the field in all four of their races. “He 
has a chance to be a very good one,” coach Moening said. 
Highland senior Otto Schmidt took second behind Isom in the 

conference meet. (Central finished a close second to the Scots 
in all four meets this winter.)

But the big tests will come this month. Weather permitting, 
the Section 3 meet for both boys and girls was scheduled for 
March 1 at Battle Creek Regional Park. The top two teams and 
six individuals there will qualify for the state meet, which will 
run from March 11-12 for the girls and from March 12-13 for the 
boys at Giants Ridge in Biwabik. 

The deep Highland girls’ team will be a heavy favorite to 
return to state, but the boys expect to face stiff opposition at 
their section meet. “Central and Minnehaha Academy have a  
lot of depth,” Moening said.

Presuming they advance to state, the Scots girls expect 
to have a familiar foe waiting for them. Highland edged out 
Forest Lake 408-396 at last year’s meet. The Rangers are 
expected to be there again this winter and Moening has a 
lot of respect for their talent. However, he also likes what he 
has seen from his own athletes. “Our JV is talented,” he said. 
“They push the varsity hard to get to a high level.”

Like cross-country runners, skiers are often at the mercy of 
Mother Nature. “It’s just survival to practice outside when it’s 
10 below zero and windy,” Moening said. “There’s not a lot of 
standing around and instructing.”

His daughter Molly has a year to decide, but he said she 
would like to run cross-country and ski, if possible, when she 
heads off to college. 

But that’s for later. For now, the Moenings and the rest of 
the Scots are concentrating on the immediate task at hand. A 
couple of weeks ago, the issue was practicing outside when it 
was well below zero. The forecast leading up to sections was 
temps near the 40s.

Mac men’s hoops coach goes for short swim 
Macalester head men’s basketball coach Abe Woldeslassie 

has had some extra time on his hands this winter. The Scots 
are one of three MIAC schools that haven’t played any men’s 
basketball during the truncated season. 

However, they have been spending time on the court 
practicing four times a week and Woldeslassie still hopes to 
get a handful of games played in March. That still leaves some 
gaps in what normally is his busiest time of year. One night, 
he saw a TV news clip about a group of people who still meet 
daily to jump in an iced-over Lake Harriet for a brisk swim. 

“I was talking about it with some pals a couple of weeks 
ago and they decided it’d be a good idea for us to do it, too,” 
Woldeslassie said. “But I told them I wouldn’t do it until the 
temperature hit at least 30 degrees.” 

On February 22, the thermometer reached that mark. Being 
a man of his word, Woldeslassie sighed and did his version of 
a polar plunge. “I decided to do a cannonball,” he said shortly 
afterward. “I lasted in the water for about 30 seconds. I’ve 
never been this cold in my life. I’m going home and taking a 
very hot shower.”

But the icy plunge wasn’t the primary reason a reporter 
wanted to chat with Woldeslassie. Prior to returning to the 
college where he played basketball, Woldeslassie spent time 
working in three Division I programs—as an assistant at 
Siena College and director of basketball operations at both 
Dartmouth and Davidson. 

Siena and Davidson are consistently in the mix to make the 
NCAA Division I tournament. Thus, every move a coaching 
staff makes there is subject to scrutiny in the news and social 
media. 

“It may not change your thinking much, but you need to 
be aware of all of it,” Woldeslassie said. “What players say 
or don’t say is important.” The same is true to a lesser extent 
when it comes to the media covering the team.

Thus, he seemed as good a source as any for an insight 
into the pressures that led to the Minnesota Timberwolves 
suddenly jettisoning head coach Ryan Saunders on February 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Bill Wagner 

Saint Thomas Academy hockey 
coach Trent Eigner figured go-
ing into this season that his 

Cadets had a statement to make 
after last year’s state tournament, 
where they saw their title hopes 
dashed by an overtime loss to Hill-
Murray in the Class AA semifinals.

So far this winter, the second-
year STA coach hasn’t been disap-
pointed. In fact, he believes that 
this year’s club might be even better 
than last year’s. 

“Last year we had a lot of expe-
rience on the back end, but I think 
this year we have a lot more skill on 
the front end,” Eigner said. “We had 
a good run at the end of last year. 
That’s helped some of the guys who 
weren’t really the focal point for us 
to step up this season.”

STA was 8-1-3 through February 
23 and ranked among the top 10 AA 
teams in the state in at least one poll. 
Its sole loss was by a point to Edina 
at the start of February. It also post-
ed three straight ties over a six-day 
period last month in games against 
Holy Family, Blake and Mahtomedi.

The Cadets have taken care of 
business in their Metro East Con-
ference games, with big wins over 

Hill-Murray, Hastings and Tartan. 
Through 12 contests, they had out-
scored their opponents 64-27.

Eigner is so bullish on his two 
top forward lines that he declined 
to name either as No. 1. Senior 
center Jackson Hallum was lead-
ing the club in scoring through 12 
games with 10 goals and 17 assists. 
He isn’t huge at 5-foot-10, but cer-
tainly stands out on the ice. Hallum 
is committed to the University of 
Michigan and has been drafted by 
the Las Vegas Knights of the NHL. 

Senior wings Tommy Deverell 
and Tanner Brouwer usually play 
on the same line with Hallum. They 
both have good size and heavy 
shots. Brouwer had nine goals and 
seven assists through February 23.

Senior wing Jared Wright, who 
is committed to Colgate University, 
was second in scoring with 11 goals 
and 12 assists on the season. Junior 
center Max Nagel is good down low, 
sees the ice well and has 18 points. 
Sophomore Tommy Cronin is a 
highly skilled youngster who has 
stepped up with 21 points.

Junior forward Tyler Grahme can 
play with multiple linemates and 
had 18 points. He possesses a hard 
shot and good speed, and steps up 
on power plays. 

Eigner said he resists the tempta-
tion to place Hallum and Wright on 
the same line in even-strength situ-
ations. “They’re tougher to defend 
against when they’re separated,” he 
said.

The third line features center Jack 
Strobel working between junior 
wings Brooks Bond and Luke Can-
don. “They’re all about strength and 
grit,” Eigner said regarding the trio. 
“They play physically and do a nice 
job in our defensive zone.”

Senior Sam Casey and junior Bob-
by Cunningham have proven useful 
in spot duty as wings for the Cadets.

On defense, Eigner said his group 
continues to develop. Senior Tristin 
Thilmany has shown to be a steady 

stay-at-home guy. Junior Austin 
Williams plays a physical game and 
has a great shot, which makes him 
ideal for duty on power plays. 

Junior defender Tommy Stattine 
played sparingly last year, but has 
built on that experience this win-
ter. Fellow junior Johnny Johannson 
has a good shot and can move the 
puck. Sophomore Jordan Tacheny 
pulls spot duty on the backline.

Eigner said his defenders have 
come along nicely. “We’re progress-
ing,” he said. “I like the corps.”

In goal, the Cadets have senior 
Carsten Lardy, who has been pro-
ficient between the pipes. He had 
a 2.14 goals against average and a 
.909 save percentage, along with 

two shutouts through February 23.
“He’s a clear-cut No. 1 goalie and 

he’s been great,” Eigner said. “He’s 
given us a chance to win every 
night.”

The Cadets have dominated on 
power plays this winter, hitting on 
48 percent of their chances. Their 
penalty killing has weighed in with 
a 69.7 percent success rate.

STA will continue to play a rugged 
regular-season schedule through 
mid-March, but Eigner likes it that 
way. He specifically liked his team’s 
6-5 overtime win over highly ranked 
Hill-Murray on February 6. 

“We trailed by two goals three dif-
ferent times in that game,” he said. 
“It was a great win for our kids.”
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Heating up the ice
Experienced STA pucksters 
prove handful to deal with

Saint Thomas Academy junior Tyler Grahme bounces the puck off Sibley goalie Keaton Woolsey in the Cadets’ 9-1 win over the 
Warriors on February 23. STA’s Max Nagel scored a hat trick in the game. PhoTo By BrAD STAuFFer

“With a shorter than usual season 
this year, the kids knew they had to 

be ready to go on day one,” Moening 
said. “They were gung-ho.”
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21. “The one big difference between Division I and the NBA 
is the head coach doesn’t get to choose his players. The front 
office does that,” Woldeslassie said.

Saunders was in a difficult spot to start with because he 
was already the coach when the team selected Gersson Rosas 
as the new head of operations in May 2019. The Wolves were 
in a rebuilding mode and new bosses like to use their own 

guys to oversee things whenever feasible. Since Rosas’ arrival, 
players have come and gone at breakneck speed, a fact that 
earned considerable comment in the media. 

Last year’s pandemic-disrupted schedule made judgments 
of any sort on Saunders’ skills virtually impossible. With the 
team staggering with a 7-24 record at the time of the move 
this year, his departure made total sense even if the timing 
seemed awkward. 

“The farther up the ladder you go, the higher the risk—and 

the higher the reward,” Woldeslassie said. 
Saunders signed a multiyear contract for a reported $2 

million a year in May 2019. Thus, he’ll be collecting a hefty 
paycheck for some time to come. That’s the good news. The 
bad news is he too now has a lot of free time. If he has friends 
like Woldeslassie, he may find himself jumping into a frozen 
lake to cool his heels. 

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

By Bill Wagner

The Central girls’ basketball team is 
working its way toward this month’s 
section playoffs on the strength of 

some solid defense. Coach Marlon McCoy 
also likes offense, but he knows that’s primar-
ily about talent while good defense is more 
about effort. 

“We play hard on defense. We have play-
ers who work at it,” said McCoy, who is in his 
third season as the Minutemen’s head coach. 

Through February 25, Central was 8-1, its 
only loss coming to highly rated Como Park. 

Central has shown that it can easily put 
some conference foes away as well as outlast 
tougher teams. It beat third-place Humboldt 
56-48 on February 16 and fourth-place High-
land Park 54-44 two weeks earlier. 

McCoy appreciated the victory over the 
Scots, even though it was far from a thing 
of beauty. “It was a choppy, ugly game that 
didn’t have any rhythm to it,” he said, “but we 
were always in control. It was definitely a de-
fensive game. They played a 3-2 zone and we 
were able to attack the gaps.”

The Minutemen were able to get inside of-
fensively despite having four players foul out. 
“And it was a good defensive game for us,” 
McCoy said.

Two-thirds of the way through their regu-
lar schedule, Central had outscored its oppo-
nents 570-322.

When at their best, the Minutemen start  

with solid guard play. They mix up their de-
fenses well, although McCoy likes it best when 
they are pressing and creating turnovers. 

Junior point guard Eleanor Cordes has 

quick hands and knows how to dish the ball, 
while still averaging nearly 10 points a game. 
“She runs the show,” McCoy said.

Senior power forward Aaliyah Hamilton, 

at 5-foot-10, handles the ball well for her size. 
She averages 11 points and around five re-
bounds per game. “She’s a high IQ player who 
makes the right plays,” McCoy said.

Senior guard Alayjza Campbell is the team’s 
top scorer with 15 points a game and can hit 
from three-point range. 

Anna Rynkiewich is just a sophomore, but 
the 5-foot-10 power forward has already 
shown that she could be a huge talent in com-
ing years. She was second on the club with a 
14-point average and scored 29 in a victory 
over Harding on February 19. She is a tough 
rebounder and can also play guard.

Five-foot-10 junior forward Silvia Mur-
doch-Meyer works well protecting the rim 
and leads the team in blocked shots.

McCoy said he’s confident going to his 
bench and uses a rotation that goes eight or 
nine players deep. He added that his team 
continues to get better in playing together. 

“They share the ball and they trust in one 
another,” he said. “They’re a good group—on 
and off the court.”

Still, rebounding remains an area in which 
he said his players need to improve if they 
want to make a run deep into the Section 
4AAAA playoffs that begin March 18. 

“Rebounding has become a lost art,” McCoy 
said. “Everyone wants to shoot threes. I don’t 
think the game is played with an eye toward 
(rebounding) nowadays, but I think that we 
need to do better if we want to move on in 
sections.”

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Board candidates sought—The Highland District Council 
will hold its annual meeting and board elections on Thursday, 
April 22. A virtual information session for prospective board 
members will be held at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 15. Learn 
more about which grids will be up for election and what it 
means to be a board member at highlanddistrictcouncil.org/
hdc-event/2021-election.

Highland Business of the Month—The HDC’s Business 
of the Month program continues with the 5 Star Cafe in Sibley 
Plaza being featured in March. The Five Star Cafe, 2469 W. Sev-
enth St., reopened in February following a two-month renova-
tion of the space. For more about the Business of the Month 
and to read an interview with the owner, visit bit.ly/HDC5Star. 

Upcoming Zoom meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 4; Transportation Committee, 7 p.m. Tues-
day, March 9; prospective board member information meeting, 
6:30 p.m.  Monday, March 15; and Community Development 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 16. Links are posted on 
the HDC’s website. For information on future meetings, visit 
highlanddistrictcouncil.org/events. 

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Annual meeting and elections— The Macalester-Grove-
land Community Council will host a virtual annual meeting 
on the evening of Thursday, April 8. All those who live, work, 
learn or play in the neighborhood are being encouraged to par-
ticipate. They can learn more about the neighborhood, meet 
board candidates and connect with grid representatives. Board 
candidate applications will be available online after March 11. 
Board elections will take place online and via mail from April 
8-15. Learn about open seats and running for the board at  
macgrove.org/annualmeeting or email mgcc@macgrove.org.

Century building plaques—The community council offers 
owners a chance to purchase plaques identifying their build-

ing’s age. Any property that will be 100 years old by 2025 is eli-
gible. Order at macgrove.org/100years by March 31.

Celebrate Frost Fest—The community council is inviting 
residents to celebrate winter by participating in Frost Fest. A 
treasure hunt is now underway to find bronze, silver and gold 
pucks hidden in the neighborhood, with clues available on the 
council’s website and social media. People also can pick up 
hockey pucks from a distribution spot, adorn them and send in 
photos of them by March 7 to enter a decorating contest. Par-
ticipants in Frost Fest will receive discounts to local businesses 
during the weekend of March 5-7. Visit macgrove.org/frostfest.

Upcoming meetings—Inclusivity Task Force on Thursday, 
March 4; board of directors on Thursday, March 11; Transporta-
tion Committee on Monday, March 22; and Housing and Land 
Use Committee on Wednesday, March 24. The meetings will 
be held via Zoom beginning at 6:30 p.m. Sign up for notices 
and Zoom information at macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Summit Hill Plan—The Summit Hill Association will host a 
virtual meeting on Thursday, April 22, to discuss its neighbor-
hood plan. The plan is a comprehensive overview of important 
aspects of living in Summit Hill. The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. via Zoom. See the calendar on the SHA website for details.

Plant sale—The SHA will hold its annual plant sale online 
this year in partnership with Gerten’s Garden Center. Visit 
gertensfundraising.com and type in “191” to visit the SHA site 
to find a variety of plants, flowers and gift cards. The fundrais-
er will close at 10 p.m. Thursday, April 22.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Solidarity fund—The Union Park and Lexington-Hamline 
community councils are offering a solidarity fund for those 
in need of housing relief. Funds will be used to cover rent, 
mortgage payments and utilities. To donate to the fund, visit 
givemn.org/story/Li2sdg. For assistance, call 651-917-3883.

Union Park micro-grants—The UPDC is seeking applica-
tions from residents and small groups of neighbors for grants 
of $400-$600 to complete small projects in its neighborhoods. 
Applicants are being encouraged to build partnerships with 
neighbors, businesses and other organizations. Applications 
are due by the end of May. Visit unionparkdc.org/micro-grant.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 3; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
March 8; Committee on Land Use and Development, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 15; Environment and Parks Committee, 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, March 17; and Neighborhood Involvement 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 22. To access the Zoom 
meetings, email wako@unionparkdc.org or click on the links 
at unionparkdc.org/calendar.

Contact us—The public is invited to “like” the Union Park 
District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @Union-
ParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neighborhood 
Matters,” by emailing jonah@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Annual meeting—The West Seventh/Fort Road Federation 
will hold a virtual annual meeting on the evening of Tuesday, 
April 20. The event will feature guest speaker Sean Kershaw, a  
West Seventh resident, director of the Saint Paul Department 
of Public Works and co-host of Grand Oak Opry. More details 
will be forthcoming.

Garden with us—Starting March 5, gardeners from the 
neighborhood can reserve their plot at the Fort Road Commu-
nity Garden on Jefferson Avenue and Victoria Street. Garden-
ers from outside the neighborhood can reserve any remaining 
plots starting March 20. Plot rental is $35 for the year. Visit  
fortroadfederation.org/fort-road-community-garden.

Upcoming Zoom meetings—Transportation and Land Use 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 3; board of directors, 
7 p.m. Monday, March 8; Community Engagement Commit-
tee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 18; and Lexington Parkway ex-
tension open house on Thursday, March 25. Details and log-in 
information can be found at fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

Defensive efforts pay off for hard-working Central girls’ hoopsters

Central senior forward Aaliyah Hamilton looks to shoot while guarded by Highland Park’s Toni Williams 
in the Minutemen’s 52-31 win over the Scots on February 25. PHoTo by brAd STAuFFer

16b wright call
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CLASSIFIEDS

home services   
HANDYMAN SERVICES by Merriam Park 
Painting. Small house projects done right! 
Sash cords, torn screens, sticking doors, 
pictures hung and more. 651-224-3660.

TILE & GROUT CLEANING. Re-Grouting, 
Re-Caulking, Sealing, Tile Repair & 
Restoration. Call Alex @ 651-343-0014 or 
visit HohnandHohnRestoration.com

MISSIONARY HANDYMAN. Painting. 
Carpentry. Small electrical. Odd jobs. 651-
491-0639.

sNoW/LAWN/LANDscAPe  
*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*

LOCATED DOWNTOWN St. Paul. OUT-
STANDING SNOW SERVICE. Competitive 
rates. 30+ years. Snowplowing, shovel-
ing, hauling, salting and deicing. Complete 
hardscaping/landscaping services.  Free 
estimates. Licensed. Insured. References. 
phminc@frontiernet.net or www.
PHMincorporated.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. Bluhm 
Brothers Landscaping. Design. Tree, shrub 
and plant knowledge, installation, grading, 
sodding, beds and gardens. Paver patios, 
walks, drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 
651-227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. Gutter 
cleaning/repair; dethatching, tree/bush 
service. Insured. 651-699-2832.

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. Hedge 
trimming. Highland resident. Chris, 651-
757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, licensed, in-
sured, clean, efficient.  Dean, 651-298-0781.

WeB/GrAPhic DesiGN
PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE and WORDPRESS 
DESIGN, development and maintenance. 
Graphic design of logos, flyers, invitations, 
newsletters, catalogs, brochures, etc. Fast, 
reasonable and local. 25+ years’ experi-
ence. For more details, text 612-860-5137 or 
visit VelvetElvis.com

seWiNG/TAiLoriNG
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. Tailoring. 
Women. Men. 712 South Cleveland. 651-
698-6117. HighlandTailors.com

eNTerTAiNmeNT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs from 
across the decades; weddings, private par-
ties; listen at www.johnmischke.com. Call 
651-647-0659.

music iNsTrucTioN
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All Ages. 
Online lessons available. Gene Swanson, 
651-269-6983.

PiANo TuNiNG/ rePAir
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano tuner/
technician. See website for coupon. 651-
644-3111.

for rent - residential
All real estate or rental advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act. This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in violation 
of the law. Equal housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland Park and 
Crocus Hill areas. Call 651-698-6111 today 
for rental information on several com-
munities professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

LARGE STUDIO on South Cleveland Avenue. 
2 blocks to Village. On Bus. AC, assigned 
off-street parking, electric range, micro-
wave. Large sliding door closets, carpet, 
storage closet & laundry. Controlled en-
trance. $895/month plus electricity. Call 
651-324-2573.

home services   
LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul business 
since 2004. A+ rating with the Minnesota 
Better Business Bureau. Licensed/Insured. 
651-387-2955 LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your peace 
of mind. Call us today. Free estimates, 651-
287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One Construction. Stop 
leaks. Hail and storm damage. Licensed 
plumbers and electricians working with us. 
Everything from basements to chimneys. 
Kitchens, bathrooms, all flooring (includ-
ing hardwood), concrete, windows, brick 
block, painting. Siding and roofs. Insured. 
License #BC635082. Angie’s List! BBB. Free 
estimates. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in Villager 
area. Fully insured for your peace of mind. 
Call us today. Free estimates. Call 651- 
287-0970.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCEANDREPAIR.COM*
Remodeling and Handyman Services. MN 
License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored junk/
debris. Hauling. Reasonable. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 651-
699-4022.

JACKSON’S HANDYMAN Services. Get it 
fixed right! Specializing in work for seniors. 
651-208-5996. SeniorHelpTwinCities.com

GREG’S HARDWOOD Floors, inc. Installation, 
sand and refinish. Free estimates. 651- 
214-4959. In business since 2002.

sNoW/LAWN/LANDscAPe
CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help you install. 
Horticulture Degree, U of MN. Certified 
Nursery and Landscape Professional. 
L iv ing  Space Landscapes .  Scott 
Solomonson, 612-868-7787;  www.
LandscapesByScott.com 

TREE WORK & Stump Removal. A Tree 
Service, Inc. 612-724-6045.

*ROOF SNOW & ICE REMOVAL*
Professional. Experienced. Protect your 
roof. Ryan, 651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.
com

housecLeANiNG
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable rates, 
reliable, experienced. Estimates available. 
Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional Housecleaning 
Services. Bonded and insured. References. 
651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 26 years in busi-
ness. A rated on Angie’s List. Back to 
School specials. $25 off 1st cleaning. Gift 
Certificates. 651-225-1960. mbscleaning.
com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. Good 
pricing. Residential and commercial clean-
ing. 770-837-1333.

comPuTer/iNTerNeT/Tv  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, free 
pickup, delivery, troubleshooting, up-
grades, virus spyware removal, networking 
wired and wireless, installation. Great 
rates. 10 years in Highland. 651-698-7519; 
651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service Mac & 
PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-207-8276.

home/heALTh ProviDer
IN-HOME CARE. Full services. Specializing 
in dementia, hospice. Certified. Insured. 
References. WE CAN HELP. 651-757-5448.

office/ProofreADiNG
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

home imProvemeNT
CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodel ing .  T i le .  Profess ional . 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651- 
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, texturing. 
Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Attention to detail. Call Bill, 612-
790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, Bath 
specialty. 25+ years’ exceptional experi-
ence. Licensed. Insured. Martin, 612- 
701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column bases 
replicated plus other woodturning and 
woodworking. 612-940-7591 or theturning 
pointwoodworks.com

MIKE MOHS Construction Co. All types roof-
ing/gutters. Siding, windows/skylights. 
Honesty and integrity for 50 years! Family 
owned, operated. Licensed, bonded, in-
sured. #BC005456. Scott, 612-701-2209.

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, tubs/
surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-275-9815. 
Basement bath?

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete inte-
rior and exterior painting plus carpentry 
work. Contact Mike at 651-917-2881 or email 
mikeproteampaintingplus@gmail.com

RITEWAY CONCRETE. Resurface walls, 
floors. Remove concrete. Basements only. 
763-607-3941.

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, plas-
ter, textures, skim coating and painting. 
Insured. David, 612-554-3028.

home services    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. GUTTERS 
CLEANED, repaired, installed. Since 1973. 
Insured, bonded. License #BC126373; 651-
699-8900.

ANYTHING MOVED. Call Good Stuff Moving. 
Reasonably priced. Licensed, insured. We 
sell boxes. 651-488-4808.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 30 
years’ experience. 651-483-8581, Jerry. 

coLLecTiBLes/ANTiQues
POLITICAL BUTTONS WANTED: Collector 
buys old political buttons, badges, ribbons, 
posters and miscellaneous campaign 
items. Call or text Paul, 952-200-7490 or 
email paul@7cpco.com

WANTeD To Buy
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique jew-
elry. We know and appreciate the value of 
your jewelry. R. F. Moeller Jeweler, 2065 
Ford Parkway, 651-698-6321. Certified 
Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertising, 
beer memorabilia and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, Country, 
Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

home imProvemeNT
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential roof-
ing. Local ref erences. License #RR155317. 
Insured. Member BBB. Call 651-690-3956. 
PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood frame, 
stucco, power washing, glazing, staining, 
cement work. Insured. 651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612- 
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, CEILING 
TEXTURING. MODERATE PRICES; FREE 
ESTIMATES. LICENSED, BOND ED, INSURED. 
MERRIAM PARK PAINTING. ED, 651- 
224-3660; “A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, basements. 
Additions, decks, fences, porches. 
Reasonable rates. Personal, professional, 
proficient. Free estimates. “Building 
Brocks”, 651-285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality work 
at affordable rates. Full service interior/ex-
terior. Free estimates. 651-246-2869; www.
painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 651-
207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@gmail.com

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…
 Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
 New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

HageConcrete.com

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

RESIDENTIAL   651690-4710  COMMERCIAL
mymnconcreteguy.com

LICENSED   •     bonded     •    insured

                           •  Exposed Aggregate
                       • Footings  • Foundations
                       • steps  • sidewalks  • Patios 
                      • Garage slabs  • driveways
                    • Patterned Concrete
            • Mortar-less retaining Wall systems

Classified & legal ads
Phone 651-699-1462 Email WantAds@MyVillager.com

Categories, ad submission & more info available at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount for 

prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. Legal 
notices are 60¢ per word. All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, 

check or credit card. We do not accept ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: March 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: March 10

FINAL ADVERTISING PROOF
LAKESHORE 
WEEKLY NEWS

Ad Rep: Rick

Ad Designer: SSK

Size: 2 x 10.5

Pub. Date: 12/26/12

CLIENT AUTHORIZATION
Your ad will go to press as shown
unless changes or corrections are
received by 10:00AM on Monday.

Ad OK w/changes _______

Ad OK as shown _______

APPROVED BY: ______________________________________________________________________      DATE: ___________________________________________

CLIENT PROOF CHECK LIST:
Is your address correct? ❐ YES ❐ NO
Is your phone number correct? ❐ YES ❐ NO
Have you proofread the entire ad? ❐ YES ❐ NO

MARK CHANGES CLEARLY 
AND FAX TO YOUR SALES REP

952-473-0895

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
$25 Gas Gift Card

with estimate

FREE ESTIMATES

STOP
THIS

with

• Eliminates Ice Dams & Icicles
•  Eliminates Ice on your 

  Sidewalk or Driveway
• Seamless Gutters
• Gutter Repair
• Consumer Rated #1

•  Gutter Glove Pro 
  Leaf Protection

•  Heated Gutter Guards
• Heated Valley Panels
•  Eliminate Gutter 

  Cleaning Forever

Heated Gutter Guards

FALL SPECIALS
Call Today for More

Information & a FREE Quote

IceDamSolutionsMN.com

Stainless Steel Micro Mesh Technology

651 955 6207

STOP ICE DAMS
IceDamSolutionsMinnesota.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Heated Eaves & Valley Panels for all Roofs

651-955-6207

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197
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SERVICE DIRECTORYMatthew A. Pfaff 
6554 7th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128
As personal representative of the Estate of the 
Decedent. Any heir, devisee or other interested 
person may be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative, or may object to the 
appointment of the personal representative. 
Unless objections are filed pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 524.3-607, and the court otherwise 
orders, the personal representative has full 
power to administer the Estate, including, after 
30 days from the date of issuance of letters, 
the power to sell, encumber, lease or distribute 
real estate.
Any objections to the probate of the Will, or to 
the appointment of the personal representa-
tive, must be filed with this court, and will be 
heard by the court after the filing of an appro-
priate petition and proper notice of hearing.
Notice is also given that, subject to Minn. Stat. 
§ 524.3-801, all creditors having claims against 
the Estate are required to present the claims 
to the personal representative or to the Court 
Administrator within four (4) months after the 
date of this Notice, or the claims will be barred.
Laura J. Stevens 
Probate Registrar 
Dated: February 22, 2021
Michael F. Upton 
Court Administrator 
Dated: February 22, 2021
Self-Represented Litigant: 
Matthew A. Pfaff 
6554 7th Street North 
Oakdale, MN 55128

for rent - CoMMerCIAL
STUDIO/OFFICE space for rent in Merriam 
Park church. Ground floor. Secure Building. 
Access to copier. 250 sq ft. $275/month. 
Expansion possible. Call Robert, 651- 
263-3468.

LeGAL notICeS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS Notice is hereby given 
that Name of Group: Sourcewell Technology 
Requests proposals for: Group Life, LTD, STD, 
Dental and Vision Insurance. Specifications will be 
available from National Insurance Services, 250 
South Executive Drive, Suite 300, Brookfield, WI 
53005, Phone: 800-627-3660. Proposals are due no 
later than 11:00 a.m. on March 9th, 2021 at National 
Insurance Services, 250 South Executive Drive, 
Suite 300, Brookfield, WI 53005

Notice of Informal Probate of Will and Ap-
pointment of Personal Representatives and 
Notice to Creditors 
State of Minnesota 
Ramsey County 
District Court 
Second Judicial District 
Informal Probate 
Court File Number: 62-PR-21-121 
In re the Estate of: Carole J. Pfaff, Decedent
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND CREDITORS: 
Notice is hereby given that an application for 
informal probate of the above-named Dece-
dent’s Last Will dated April 7, 2003 has been 
filed with the Probate Registrar, and the appli-
cation has been granted. Notice is also given 
that the Probate Registrar has informally ap-
pointed the following:

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

HINDING COMPANY
HEAT ING & A IR

S I N C E  1 9 3 6

• Furnace   • Boiler   • A/C
Affordable Rates

651-228-1303
www.hindingheating.com

915 W. 7th Street | St. Paul

“Your Local Neighborhood Heating &
Cooling Specialists Since 1936”

651.222.4538
andy@branchandbough.com

www.branchandbough.com
Fully Licensed and Insured

ISA Certified Arborists
Call for a Free Estimate Today!

Arboriculture Rooted in Excellence
Committed to Sustainable Landscapes

Branch and Bough
Tree Service

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

Byron Electric
Residential & Commercial

★ Free Estimates ★
612-750-5724

byronelectric@comcast.net
Lic. EA006349

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR 
& TuCkpoinTing

“ Providing Effective 
Alternatives to 
Window Replacement”

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

WINTER IS THE TIME!!
to prune oak, apple and most other trees and shrubs

651-699-7022 Certified 
Arborist www.rogertree.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

Exteriors by DesignExteriors by Design

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 
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Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

M
ER

RIAM PARK REPA
IR

Outdoor Power Equipment

It’s Never Too Early To Think Spring And Tune Up Your Lawnmower

Now Sharpening
Reel Mowers!

651-645-1443  ★  444 Prior Ave N  ★  Saint Paul, MN 55104

Reel mower sharpening takes a long time, because of this we need folks to bring them in early so we can get them done before the 
grass grows. Otherwise wait times in the summer for reel mowers can reach as much as 4 weeks. So please, bring them in early!

Beat The
Summer Rush!Sales • Service • Parts

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

Since 1920

Painting & Wallcovering LLC

Four
generations 

of Quality

Covid considerate practices

 info@swansonpwc.com

www.swansonpwc.com  ■  651-247-9775

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

www.harlanfl oors.com • 612-251-4290

Local Service for Over 40 Years

• Installation
• Restoration
• Repairs
• Buff & Coat
“ We don’t cut corners – 
we scrape them!”

Harlan Hardwood SWJ NR2 2cx2.indd   1 7/22/11   5:22 PM

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry   Fencing

Patios & Walls

DotyHardscapes.com
612-618-7033

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

 
 

“Proudly serving Saint Paul and surrounding areas since 2007” 

 

Residential/Commercial 
• Weekly Lawn Care • Aerating 
• Cleanups    • Rock/Mulch 
• Weed Control   • Landscape 
• Fertilizer    • Brush Removal 

 
 
 
 

 
651.587.0141           Fully Licensed & Insured! 
Andrew@TrierweilerLS.com        Free Estimates! 
TrierweilerLS.com     References Available! 

10% OFF 
LAWN CARE SERVICES 

for new customers 
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Find us online at

MCQBRos.CoM
MinneaPolis & st. Paul

612.888.8207

WHOLE HOME
CLIMATE CONTROL

FREE SECOND OPINION • ESTIMATE MATCH
Call 612.888.8207 todaY!

LeGAL notICeS

Click through Villager
Classifieds @

MyVillager.com



    

    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Jim burton
651-690-8556

morAGHAn DeroSiA
952-486-3697

PEtEr DonoVAn
651-336-8050

miCHELE DumonD
651-283-7996

tom EDELStEin
651-695-4300

HEnrY EDELStEin
651-270-1667

AbE GLEESon
651-329-1990

SArAH kinnEY
651-282-9621

kAtHrYn kEnnEDY
612-558-6488

LiLY nEwSon
651-227-9144

LoLLY mCnEELY
SALmEn

612-810-4138

DAViD noYES, Jr. 
rEAL EStAtE GrouP

651-233-0748

JoE uEbEL
651-341-3599

LorA rAY
612-356-9429

Jim SEAboLD
651-276-8555

robbiE GroSSmAn
651-434-7887

nAnCY mAAS
651-235-8581

DAViD mEnk
651-698-2481

miCHAELA tooHEY
651-253-6830

AnDrEw SroGA
952-393-4092

DEb SouCHErAY
651-263-0552

kriStA woLtEr
612-247-5106

PHiLiP m. wAHLbErG
651-336-2410

tom & mikE DiStAD
612-275-1343

mYA HonEYwELL
tHE HiVE

651-329-3619

SuE JoHnSon
GooD ComPAnY
651-329-1264

JoE JuLiEttE
651-261-9588

briAn wAGnEr, m.ED.
651-497-4387

 

     

     

LoveLy Brick rowhouse!    
Gloriously sunlit with huge windows and tall ceil-
ings. 2 BR/2 BA brick rowhouse built in 2005. 
Backyard overlooks wooded Swede Hollow Park 
- walkable to Lowertown, Mississippi Market, and 
more. 558 Payne. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
miCHAelA tooHey 
PHiliP wAHlberG 
651-282-9617
$235,000

ToP oF The worLD!    
Gracious & elegant 3BR/5BA penthouse condo, 
over 7400 incredible sq. ft. of space for entertaining. 
Walls of windows with treetop views, family room 
with fireplace, luxurious owner’s 
suite. Inground pool, 5 garage stalls! 
1830 Eagle Ridge Dr. #3010. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

Henry edelstein crs
651-270-1667 • $295,000

PAMPereD PerFecTioN!    
Award-winning 5BR/4BA former model with 
open-concept floorplan! Discover lovely maple 
flooring & cabinetry, formal dining, 3 fireplaces. 
W/O family room, private owner’s 
suite, backyard paradise with water 
feature, 3-car. 13143 Danube Ln. 
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

tom edelstein Crs, Abr
651-695-4300 • $725,000 

235 AruNDeL #3   
Built in historic Cathedral Hill in 1890. 
Original gorgeous oak woodwork and 
quality craftsmanship. Unit was lovingly 
restored in true-to-period 
décor, in painstaking detail.  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264

1907 GooDrich   
First time on the market since 1957! 
Absolutely stunning home on extra large lot 
has been meticulously & lovingly maintained. 
Top of the line updates, with 
many original charms & features.  
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

sue JoHnson crs, Gri
651-329-1264

 Just

  L
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1882 FeroNiA AveNue, sAiNT PAuL, MN 55104
Design, function, history and luxury all meet in 
this lovely home. Hardwood floors, coffered 
ceilings, built-ins and leaded glass highlight 
true vintage character while bril-
liant modern design touches 
keep things fresh and relevant.
socialresponsiblerealtors.com

      myA Honeywell
  651-329-3619 • $475,000

LoveLy & Lush, wiNDsor GreeN TowNhoMe!
Beautifully updated end unit! Two BR, two BA, two-
car garage. Set back hillside overlooking the south 
pool. Every inch of this home has been updated in 
the past three years. Lives clean,
modern and fresh! Showings begin
Thursday the 18th!  Call me for a
private showing! 

tJ Pierret 
651-755-6669 • $284,000

DArLiNG MAiN LeveL uNiT AT river sTATioN!
2 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-story condo. 
Separate courtyard entrance with pri-
vate/locked patio. Well priced unit is 
move in ready! Don’t wait
to move to the North Loop!

 
tJ Pierret 

651-755-6669 • $349,900

 S
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sTuNNiNG & MoDerN coNDo!   
One bedroom/2 bath 1011 sq ft top 
floor condo in the Essex on the Park. 
Bright, open, and spacious with large pri-
vate deck and underground 
heated parking.  

bryAn bedessem
612-382-8415 • $250,000

1229 PorTLAND AveNue
Beautifully renovated 3+bedroom with a main 
floor 1/2 bath and upper level full bath on a 
large lot in Summit Hill. The main floor features 
beautifully refinished hardwood 
floors, updated kitchen and 
renovated 1/2 bath.    

        tom distAd
  612-432-4771 • $379,900

 ComiNg

  S
ooN!

1593 Four oAks
Meticulously maintained 3 bedroom, 2 bath-
room townhome in Eagan. This great unit 
features two outdoor spaces, new flooring 
throughout, lower level family 
room with gas fireplace and 
neutral decor.    

        tom distAd
  612-432-4771 • $239,900

 Just

  L
iste
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2159 cArroLL AveNue!
Stately 2+ story home in prime Pill Hill loca-
tion! This home features impeccable wood-
work throughout and a beautifully updated 
kitchen along with over 2800+
sq. ft. above ground! Don’t miss
the large backyard and the 2 car
gar. This is a St. Paul gem!!

mike distAd 
612-275-1343 • $574,900

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138 • $2,175,000
morAGHAn derosiA
952-486-3697 • $2,175,000

cLAreNce JohNsToN DesiGNeD coTTAGe!  
Sits atop the bluff at 34 Kenwood Parkway offering 
panoramic views & stately yet livable sun-drenched 
space completely renovated. Luxury finishes for 
4BR’s, 5BA’s, 7+car heated garage & dog run. 
Entertainment center & wine grotto.  Impeccable.

oNe oF A kiND!!!
902 Highview Circle S: Spacious 4 bedroom 
executive townhome offering a wonderful floor 
plan for entertaining as well as everyday living. 
King sized master BR suites on
main floor and upstairs. 6,242
finished sq. ft.    

         Jim burton
  651-690-8556 • $849,000

New iN The heArT oF MAcALesTer-GroveLAND!
Quality ‘30’s built all brick 3 bedroom bunga-
low with opportunity for expansion.  New roof, 
new bath, exceptional original kitchen cabi-
nets all lovingly maintained by 
same family for over 50 years.  
Location, location! Call Lolly for 
details. 

lolly mCneely sAlmen 
612-810-4138

SoLD

cLAssic kiNGs MAPLewooD hoMe!
Impeccably maintained, w/loads of character & modern 
updates, stunning wdwrk, built-ins & hrdwds, 4BR/3BA, 
2-car att heated gar, 4 FP’s, kitchen island, master ensuite, 
screened-in porch, sport court, built-in 
grill, patio & fire pit, balcony, finished bsmt, 
& finished 3rd L. 2229 Fairmount Ave. 
Visit me at: micheledumond.com   

miCHele dumond
651-283-7996 • $949,500

SoLD

 ComiNg

  S
ooN!


