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ROSEVILLE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

ENROLLMENT OPEN NOW FOR MACOMB COUNTY RESIDENTS!
rosevillepride.org 586.445.5500

STATE-OF-THE-ART Classroom Technology

Gifted & Talented Education

Individualized Math & Reading Programs

Early Childhood Programs

12 Advanced Placement Courses

College Credit Opportunities

Career Tech Education

Year-Round Learning Program

No-Fee Athletics

Safe & Secure Schools

Anti-Bullying Programs

Performing Arts Courses

Middle School & High School
Transition Programs

FREE
EARLY

CHILDHOOD

K-12 ONLINE
LEARNING
OPTIONS

LAPTOP/IPAD
FOR EVERY
STUDENT
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•$20,000 savings on a four-year degree
• 200 degree and certificate programs
•More than 250 transfer plans
• Scholarships and financial aid options
• 80 percent of students leave debt free

Your Student’s Start to Anywhere is Here!

Learn more at Macomb.edu
Questions? Call 586.445.7999 and select Admissions

Spring/Summer Semester starts May 24
Fall Semester starts August 23

“My professors
respected and
supported me while
I was working and
going to school.
Not having flexibility
like Macomb
offered would have
crumbled my goals.”

Shane Szeszycki,
Macomb grad and lead
environmental control
engineer at GMRENCEN

We’ll teach them skills that
thrive in any economy.

Small class sizes give faculty more room to mentor students
It’s a given that community colleges like
Macomb are a more affordable option
for the first two years of education after
high school. But, at the same time,
they may also provide your student(s)
an edge academically if they transfer
to a four-year college or university to
continue their studies.

Connor Juretich, a 2020 graduate of
Macomb’s Cybersecurity program and
past president of its Cybersecurity
club, credits faculty for making his
program: “challenging, practical and
competitive,” preparing him for transfer
to Walsh.

“The objectives of Macomb’s
professors aren’t to drown the students
in countless hours of homework,” said
Juretich. “The objective is learning
what matters.”

And studies show that what matters
most at community colleges is
providing students with the skills they
need to succeed in the classroom and
in the workforce.

Based on one study conducted by the
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, Forbes
Magazine reported in its Jan. 30,
2019 issue that: “Community college
students who transfer to selective
four-year schools perform as well as
– or even better — than their peers
who come directly from high school.”
According to that study, community
college transfer students are even
slightly more likely to complete their
bachelor’s degree. Many educators
point to the additional two years of
academic preparation students receive
at a community college coupled
with more personalized attention
because of the smaller class sizes as
contributing factors.

Dave Tramontozzi, Macomb chemistry
professor, is definitely in that court.
Prior to joining Macomb’s faculty, he
taught at a university and lectured from
a stage in a 400-seat auditorium. He
left disheartened that he could rarely
match a student’s name with a face.

“One of the things I like about Macomb
is I get to really know my students
and they get to know me,” said
Tramontozzi, who holds a Ph.D. in
chemistry and biochemistry from the
University of Windsor. “The greatest
compliment is when a student comes
back to tell me: ‘I took my Pharmacy
College Admission Test and scored a
95 on the chemistry part.’”

For Tod Hardin, director of operations
and communications for Plastic
Oceans International, a Malibu-
based international conservancy
organization, it was his engagement
with faculty that stands out the most
when he reflects upon his experience
at Macomb.

“I had two Macomb professors who
were my educational mentors,” says
Hardin, who transferred from Macomb
to Wayne State University, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in political
science and international relations. “I
loved going to school there.”

Photo caption: Professor Dave
Tramontozzi prefers to teach at
Macomb rather than at a larger
university because the smaller class
sizes mean he can know and mentor
his chemistry students.
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ByTerry Jacoby
For MediaNews Group

We could all use a little
inspiration right now—and
even some excitement about
the future. And while the
COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues to have a significant
impact on students from
learning to career explora-
tion, Junior Achievement
of Southeastern Michigan
(JASEM) is stepping up to
helpwith an innovative pro-
gram called “JA Inspire.”
The new virtual oppor-

tunity for eighth- through
12th-grade students will
take place March 15-June
13, 2021. Through an on-
line portal, students will
enter a virtual exhibit hall
and check out a wide vari-
ety of career opportunities
with dozens of local busi-
nesses. All it takes is a few
simple clicks.
Students will be able to

download career informa-
tion, videos and steps to
take to pursue various ca-
reers in different industries.
Educators, students and
their parents can access the
portal and information any
time, from the comfort and
safety of home. And the pro-
gram is available at no cost
to school systems or youths
serving community-based
organizations, and it’s also
adaptable for in-class or re-
mote learning. Interested
students may register at
jamichigan.org/inspiremi.
Sydney Lee, 15, who lives

in Southfield, is excited
about discovering what op-
portunities might be out
there waiting for her.
“I will be participating

in the career fair, which is
where kids can go and try
and figure out what profes-
sion they want to be in, so
I’m excited to go and learn
about different professions
and which ones I might be
interested in when I grow
up,” says Sydney, a soph-
omore at Birmingham
Groves High School. “Right

now I’m interested in psy-
chology.”
Sydney likes that the ca-

reer fair will be online be-
cause it will be more ac-
cessible to more students,
and instead of running for
just one or two days, it’s for
three months.
Sydney’s brother, Jordan,

13, also plans to participate
in the career fair.
“I’m looking forward to

exploring the different op-
tions of what I might want
to do in life,” says Jordan,
who is in eighth grade at
University of Detroit Jesuit
High School.
Sydney and Jordan’s fa-

ther, Jason D. Lee, is the
president and CEOof Junior
Achievement of Southeast-
ernMichigan and helped or-
ganize JA Inspire.
“Students will essentially

have a one-stop shop where
they can learn about differ-
ent career pathways avail-
able throughout the re-
gion,” Lee says. “It’s a vir-
tual showcase that we hope
will inspire and prepare
young people for future suc-
cess locally with Michigan
companies.Wewant to keep
our best and brightest stu-
dents here.”
Participation in JA In-

spire is open to companies
and students inWayne, Oak-
land, Livingston, Monroe,
Washtenaw, Genesee, Lap-
eer, and St. Clair counties,
and North Central Michi-
gan. Asmany as 20,000 stu-
dents are expected to par-
ticipate.
Lee says the online event

is urgently needed during
COVID-19 because student
internships, job shadowing,
field trips and other onsite

workplace learning expe-
riences have largely been
suspended due to the pan-
demic.
Gina Coleman, chief sales

officer for MassMutual
Great Lakes and JASEM
board chair, says the mis-
sion at Junior Achievement
of Southeastern Michigan
is to inspire and prepare
young people to succeed in

a global economy.
“That’s exactly what JA

Inspire is designed to do,”
she says. “We encourage
as many students, schools
and businesses as possible
to take advantage of this
unique opportunity.”
Junior Achievement is

seeking participation from
at least 100 businesses
showcasing careers, train-

ing resources and post-
secondary opportunities
in Michigan and nation-
wide. Companies that have
already reserved online
booths include title sponsor
Delta Dental, AAA, Delta
Air Lines, DTE Energy, EY,
Henry Ford Health System,
McDonalds ofMichigan and
many others.
“This is an area of pas-

sion for us — around entre-
preneurship, supporting the
next generation workforce,
and equity and diversity in
the workplace,” said Scott
Mullan, JASEM vice chair.
“JA Inspire is a way to show
all of these students a wide
range of opportunities that
they’re not going to be ex-

posed to on a day-to-day
basis and help to influence
their future career choices
as well as our own recruit-
ing.”
Founded nationally in

1919 and locally in 1949,
Junior Achievement is the
world’s largest organization
dedicated to educating stu-
dents in grades K-12 about
financial literacy, work
readiness and entrepreneur-
ship, reachingmore than 10
million students across the
globe. Sponsorship fees for
participating businesses
start at $500 and support
the operating costs of JA In-
spire and JA’swork in the re-
gion. Formore information,
visit jamichigan.org.

CAREERGUIDANCE

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHAWN LEE OF SHAWN LEE STUDIOS SOUTHFIELD, MI

Jordan Lee, 13, and his sister, Sydney, 15, of Southfield plan to participate in the JA Inspire career fair running March
15-June 13.

Online career fair gives students opportunities to explore future
FYI
The new virtual opportunity
for eighth- through 12th-
grade students will take
place March 15-June 13.
For more information, visit
jamichigan.org.

“This is an area of passion for
us— around entrepreneurship,
supporting the next generation
workforce, and equity and
diversity in theworkplace.”
— Scott Mullan, JASEM vice chair
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At Eastern Michigan University, we don’t go back. We go forward. And we’ve been busy. We built a new
engineering and technology campus, a new science complex, and renovated our rec center. Choose from
in-person, online or hybrid courses at a school that’s been named a “Best in the Midwest” for 18 years.

BACK TO NORMAL.
FORWARDTO EXCEPTIONAL.

emich.edu/forward
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Maintaining a passion
for school can be tough
during the spring semester,
particularly during an un-
usual academic year. Here
is a round-up of tools and
strategies to help motivate
students and facilitate their
success:
• Outside counsel: Now

is a great time for students
tomeet with their academic
advisor or counselor. Doing
so can expand a student’s
knowledge of current and
future opportunities and
serve as a temperature
check on their progress to-
ward degree completion.
Plus, talking to someone in-
vested in one’s success can
provide the push needed to
keep up the good work.
• Advance calculations:

To solve the most challeng-
ing equations and embrace
the actual theory of mathe-
matical concepts, it’s impor-
tant to be equipped with an
easy-to-use graphing calcu-
lator possessing all the lat-
est functions. Boasting an
advanced Computer Alge-
bra System (CAS), Casio’s fx-
CG500 is good example of a
reasonably-priced next-gen-
eration graphing calculator
helping students enrolled
in advanced math and sci-
ence courses. Clear visu-
als are especially impor-
tant for distance-learning,
and this model’s high-res-
olution, color, touchscreen
LCD conveys a Natural
Textbook display. Drag-and-
drop functionality enables
students to quickly and in-
tuitively pull information
from one representation
into another. Meanwhile,
split-screen functionality
allows simultaneous view-
ing of functions and graphs.
• Mobile hotspot: A mo-

bile hotspot can be a life-
saver,making remote-learn-
ers impervious to internet
outages or bandwidth de-
mands from other house-
hold members or room-
mates, helping ensure that

they never miss a lesson or
pop quiz.
• Eliminate a common

headache: Students writ-
ing term papers can eas-
ily get bogged down in the
tiring logistics of creating
a bibliography. And while
this task is necessary, it’s
unlikely to further a stu-
dent’s knowledge of a sub-
ject. Fortunately, there are
apps available that auto-
matically create bibliogra-
phy entries in the style of a
student’s needs when they
scan a book’s barcode. Sim-
plifying this task will free
up much needed time and
energy for students to re-
search and actually write
their papers.
With the right tools and

mindset, every student can
have a strong spring semes-
ter.

Story courtesy of
StatePoint Media

RESOURCES

Ace the spring semester with the following tools and strategies

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

A mobile hotspot can be a lifesaver for remote-learners.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KZENON / ISTOCK VIA GETTY IMAGES PLUS

With the right tools and mindset, every student can have a
strong spring semester.

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Students writing term papers can easily get bogged down in the tiring logistics of creating a bibliography.
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MAKE I T H A P P EN TOGETHER

100% Highly Qualified teaching staff
Award winning Fine Arts program
Elementary Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math program
Cutting edge Career and Technical Education program
Advanced Placement courses and programs
College Dual Enrollment opportunities
Early Middle College opportunities
Wide variety of Early Childhood programs
Student progress is continually assessed and individualized
instruction is provided
100% virtual option available for Fall of 2021

It is the policy of the Warren Woods Public Schools no person shall on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, gender/sex, age, disability, height,
weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination during any program or activity or employment.
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ByHeather Kelly
The Washington Post

Like many parents just
trying to get to the other
side of a pandemic in one
piece, Iris Lowenberg-Lin
doesn’t have the bandwidth
to micromanage screen
time for her two older kids.
She and her husband are
essential medical workers
in the Bay Area - she’s a
nurse practitioner and he’s
an emergency room doctor
- and 18 months ago, they
welcomed their “surprise”
third child. By giving up
some, but not all, control,
they’ve been able to see
firsthand the good and bad
of letting kids lead the way
with their own technology
usage.
Her 6-year-old middle

child adapted quickly. He
successfully learned how
to read during first grade,
even though most of his
classes have been on Zoom.
He’s keeping in touch with
friends over FaceTime and
the video game Roblox, tak-
ing drum lessons online,
watching some shows he
likes, and still going out-
side for bike rides and to
play near their home.
The adjustment has been

harder for her third-grader,
who misses his friends.
When he started getting
more migraines in the fall,
she realized his similar on-
line diet was having a physi-
cal impact on him. He’s still
allowed to spend time on
computers, but his parents
make sure he takes more
breaks outside and avoids
migraine triggers like hun-
ger, dehydration and lack
of sleep.
“For the older kids, they

seem to be having a really

hard time because they re-
memberwhat schoolwas re-
ally about, and now they’re
allowed to do whatever on
screens,” said Lowenberg-
Lin, who thinks it has been
easier for her younger chil-
dren. “Because they were
young enough, they just
took to it. They don’t know
anything different.”
“Screen time” - as a con-

cept to track meticulously,
to fret and panic about, to
measure parents’ worth in
- is no longer considered a
valid framework in a pan-
demic world, where the way
we live our lives has been
completely redefined.
Since U.S. schools be-

gan closing down roughly
a year ago, the country’s
children have been adapt-
ing, learning and getting

creative with how they use
technology. The realities of
their day-to-day lives vary
wildly, as have their rela-
tionships with screens. For
some, technology is a savior
- the lifeline keeping them
in touch with friends and
helping them maintain so-
cial skills; a welcome alter-
native to in-person school.
For others, it’s a failed
promise - unable to make
up for the gaps in their ed-
ucation, their parents’ lost
wages and their own men-
tal health.
The conundrum has also

splashed cold water on
some tech industry prom-
ises of what can be accom-
plished with devices and
the Internet, which over-
looked the reality of living
in the midst of overlapping

crises.
In conversations with

over a dozen families and
child-development experts,
the consequences of this
unintentional screen-time
experiment are still murky,
and the effects may take
years to understand.
A year of everyone turn-

ing to technology has
shown us that the worth,
or danger, of devices has
less to do with the glowing
screens themselves, and
more to do with how they
are used. What appears to
matter most is the support
systems that children and
their parents have avail-
able to them.
Experts on screen time

have been stepping back
from terms like “addiction”
and from framing it as an-

other moral panic, the kind
that seems to accompany
any new technology that
impacts children.The shift
comes at a timewhen allow-
ing more screen time isn’t
a choice, but a necessity for
families.
Throughout the past

year, people of all ages have
spent significantly more
time living through their
screens. Many of the coun-
try’s largest school districts
are still closed or offering
a hybrid of in-person and
remote learning, and kids
with device access are using
phones, school-issued com-
puters and tablets in more
ways and for longer hours.
Monitoring company

Bark, which parents and
schools use to track over 5
million kids’ Internet us-
age, found a 144% increase
in the number of messages
children sent and received
online in 2020 compared
with the year prior. That
includes messages on so-
cial media sites, Gmail and
more.
Meanwhile, aPew Re-

search Center report from
October found that 63%
of parents with school-age
children were more con-
cerned about screen time
now than before the coro-
navirus pandemic. More
than half of the parents
surveyed were also wor-
ried about their children’s
ability to maintain friend-
ships and other social con-
nections and about their
emotional well-being. The
families most likely to be
concerned about all those
extra hours on computers
and mobile devices were
upper-income households.
Parents have spent the

past year largely in a state

of emergency, just trying
to get through days with-
out in-person schools or,
often, any child care at
all. Families started us-
ing screens more to stay
in touch with family mem-
bers they couldn’t visit, in-
troducing babies to their
grandparents, and giving
kids their only interaction
with friends. Experts ini-
tially agreed it was not the
time to stress out about too
much video game time but
for everyone to do their best
and go easy on themselves.
Things changed when

the fall semester rolled
around, and, for many, vir-
tual school began in ear-
nest. Many schools were
all or partially remote,
with children meeting new
teachers and classmates
over videoconferencing
apps like Zoom. Early re-
search suggests going re-
mote will hurt all kids, but
to varying degrees. A De-
cember study by consult-
ing firm McKinsey & Co.
estimates that last year’s
switch to remote school in
the spring set White stu-
dents back by one to three
months in math, and stu-
dents of color three to five
months back.
“Covid has been a cas-

cading catastrophe for ed-
ucation, and in particular
for disadvantaged kids, but
where would we be without
the possibility of learning
online or even entertain-
ment?” said Ann Masten,
a professor of child devel-
opment at the University of
Minnesota who studies risk
and resilience in children.
She says screens aren’t

inherently good or bad, but
it’s what they’re being used

PARENTING

Growing up on screens: How a year
lived online has changed our children

PHOTO BY MELINA MARA — THE WASHINGTON POST

Iris Lowenberg-Lin, a nurse practitioner at San Francisco General Hospital, helps her son
Eliott, 6, with his homework while his 9-year old brother, Isaiah, takes a virtual piano class
and sister Daphne starts to cry.

SCREENS » PAGE 14
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THE FIRST FORD NEXT GENERATION LEARNING
COMMUNITY IN MICHIGAN

For more information contact the Enrollment Center at (586) 281-1404 or romeok12.org

Romeo Middle School
• The 2020-21 school year brings the opening of the

“new” Romeo Middle School. The district is moving to
one comprehensive middle school for all 6th-8th grade
students.

• The 2016 Bond has provided 10 million dollars in new
renovations to improve student experiences including
renovated classrooms, gymnasiums and an updated
Media Center with large group, small group and
individual learning spaces.

• Redesigned academic curriculum and expanded
elective offerings to enhance student learning with new
courses and programming.

• A Student Advisory Program focusing on social
emotional learning and improving student outcomes in
academics, character development and social growth.

• Increased security measures for student safety
including new high definition cameras inside and
outside of the building along with a new secured
entrance.

• Additional extracurricular opportunities offered to
students through interscholastic athletics, a robust
intramurals program, extracurricular clubs, and
activities.

• The school is grounded in an interdisciplinary teaming
model that focuses on enhancing the student and
teacher relationship.

• Early Childhood and Preschool Programs for
infants, toddlers & children (up to 4 years old).
Half or Full day programs, 2, 3 or 5 day a week
options

• A comprehensive student focused Young 5’s
developmental kindergarten program is offered at
several of our elementary schools.

• STEM-focused learning offered at all education
levels

• Modern and updated facilities to enhance the
student experience

• 1:1 technology – All students provided with their
own device (K-12th grade)

• Safety upgrades include secured entrances at all
buildings, enhanced communication systems and
full time school liaison officer from MCSD

• Expansive extracurricular offerings span a variety
of interests including athletics, robotics, fine arts,
theater, community service and more

What sets Romeo Community Schools apart

What’s new for 2020-2021

WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE
YOU IN “ ” FAMILY !

• 9th grade Academy
• Business, Entrepreneurship and Innovation
• Design, Engineering and Manufacturing
• Health, Human and Public Services

Preparing kids for College - Career - Life
The First Ford Next Generation Learning community in Michigan

RHS Offers Four Academies:

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2021 THE MACOMB DAILY | SPECIALSECTION | 13



for and what they are replacing
that matters. In the past year,
she says, screens have made
things possible, like education
and communication, that have
been important for getting peo-
ple through a period of isolation.
She’s worried, however, the

pandemic will worsen dispari-
ties for kids who were in diffi-
cult situations before the schools
shut down. Those whose parents
lost jobs or homes, who struggle
with food insecurity or who are
dealing with racism. Or for kids
whose needs cannot be met re-
motely.
In San Francisco, where public

schools are still entirely remote
and there’s no set date for reopen-
ing, parents of kids with special
needs say they are overwhelmed
and underserved. One mother,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity because she feared
her child would face stigma for
his diagnoses, is at homewith her
three kids all day, trying to usher
her middle child with neurolog-
ical differences through remote
learning.
Bright and curious, her 8-year-

old son struggles with emotional
regulation and social interac-
tions, but he was making prog-
ress before the pandemic. He had
a full-time paraprofessional and
speech-services at his school, and
he wasmaking friends with other
kids for the first time. He had
even been invited to some birth-
day parties.
Now he is regressing and “fall-

ing off a cliff,” said his mom. He
refuses to attend online-speech
sessions after failing to connect
with the new teacher. He some-
times thinks other children in
class are staring at him. And his
older sister has startedmimicking
some of his coping mechanisms,
like high-pitched screaming.
“They cannot access the ser-

vices properly over the computer
- it literally doesn’t work,” said his
mother.
There is only so much teachers

are able to do over screens, says
Kristen Hawley Turner, a profes-
sor and director of teacher edu-
cation at Drew University. Turner
has been working with educators
throughout the pandemic on in-

creasing engagement with their
students.
“It has been hard since Day 1,

and it is increasingly hard to deal
with student engagement through
a screen. It takes an enormous
amount of planning to keep stu-
dents engaged in the content,”
Turner said. “We are reverting
back to ways we know in educa-
tion research are not the best way
to learn.”
For many kids whose par-

ents aren’t able to stay at home,
watching and guiding them, re-
mote school has been far from ad-
equate.
While Telanda Ridley was

working full-time as a housekeep-
ing supervisor at an Atlanta ho-
tel, her five children, ages 10 to 17,
were in charge of themselves and
one another.
“It was horrible because my

kids never made an F in school.
Then, they made Fs,” Ridley said.
“I was getting a phone call every
other day: One wasn’t logged in,
another was asleep. It was just be-
cause nobody was home to watch
them.”
She made sure they had what

they needed. When the pandemic
began, Ridley upgraded their
home Internet speed to handle

the simultaneous video classes.
The district issued her laptops,
but they were restricted to school-
work only, so Ridley got refur-
bished computers through a lo-
cal nonprofit organization called
InspirEDU so they could do more
on them while home all day. She
taught them how to responsibly
use social media and not talk to
strangers online, and the com-
puters have been key to keeping
them occupied and in touch with
friends.
Ridley and most of the kids

were thrilled when their school
district started in-person classes
again in mid-February, even her
10-year old daughter who used
to hate getting up for school. Her
oldest son, who is 17, has decided
to keep doing school remotely to
be safe.
In December, the American

Academy of Pediatrics warned
of vision problems from staring
at screens too long, or too close,
but said building in breaks and
other precautions could help. The
group had previously warned of
other health effects of too much
technology, like obesity. While
many children have replaced
some of their social interactions
with online substitutes, it doesn’t

entirely replace the kind of social
and emotional learning that they
would get in person.
Emily Dobson isn’t worried

about screens being bad for her
daughter. She has noticed a mas-
sive change in 9-year old Luna
after pulling her out of the lo-
cal school’s remote option and
switching to an online home-
schooling system. Freed from a
rote scheduled curriculum, Luna
is thriving while still learning
over her computer, her mom said.
She’s more interested in following
her interests, like Zooming with
experts around the world includ-
ing a family friend in Japan who
does painting classes with her
twice a month. She even looks
healthier, Dobson said.
Even in the best-case scenar-

ios, a year in the life of a child
can seem impossibly long. Their
brains are still developing, and
they’re learning key social skills
in addition to school subjects.
But technology is letting kids
find new, creative ways to forge
friendships and create social
groups. Douglas Downey, a pro-
fessor of sociology at Ohio State
University who has studied the
ways children learn social skills
online, is optimistic they’re still

getting some of that through so-
cial media and phone calls and
games.
“There’s another dimension of

social skills that are emerging
and becoming important - the
digital ones - and it’s possible that
this generation is better at them,”
Downey said.
Fifteen-year old SophiaMorabi-

to’s parents have given her a lot of
leeway with how much time she
has on her computer and phone.
Sophia, a high school freshman in
Howard County inMaryland, says
she prefers attending school re-
motely. She has fallen out of touch
with her school friends, but she
has a vibrant social life on the
group-chat app Discord, where
she talks regularly to friends she
has bonded with over their favor-
ite video games.
“They game and they have fun

and they joke and relieve somuch
stress for each other that my hus-
band was like, you know what,
we’re all in for whatever lets ev-
erybody bementally healthy,” said
her mother, Jennifer Morabito.
Educators and researchers

won’t know the full impact of the
past year on kids until schools are
fully open again. Schools are al-
ready concerned about missing
students who haven’t been log-
ging on at all to remote classes,
and whom the schools haven’t
been able to track down. The past
year could result in a higher-than-
usual drop-out rate when dis-
tricts open up full-time, in-per-
son schooling.
But some families will choose

to keep letting their kids learn
from home. Wendy Jackson, a
mom of three fromDallas County
in Texas, tried remote Zoom
school last spring. By May, the
hospice nurse and former teacher,
and her husband who is a mid-
dle school teacher, decided to
try home schooling their 13-year
old and 9-year-old children. She
quickly found that it cut out a lot
of the filler in their day and im-
proved theirmoods and academic
performance. They have plenty
of time to play video games and
watch TV, but Jackson isn’t wor-
ried about them. She says they
eventually get bored with their
computers and will switch to art
or playing the piano or guitar.
“I would rather teach my chil-

dren how to utilize tech to their
advantage rather than limit it. It’s
not going away,” she said.

Screens
FROMPAGE 12

PHOTO BY MELINA MARA — THE WASHINGTON POST

Eliott Lin, 6, and Isaiah Lin, 9, play a game as a break after doing their on-screen homework at their home in
San Rafael, Calif.
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On-Campus, Hybrid, and 100%
Online Degree Options

140 Majors & Minors

30 Graduate Degrees

Co-Op, Internship & Clinical
Placements

Study Abroad Opportunities

22 Varsity Athletic Teams

40+ Student Organizations

Our degrees change lives.

madonna.edu

36600 Schoolcraft Road | Livonia, MI 48150 | 734-432-5339
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Macomb SchoolsMake

your home
Anchor Bay Schools, Armada Area Schools, Center Line Public Schools, Chippewa Valley Schools, Clintondale Community Schools,

Eastpointe Community Schools, Fitzgerald Public Schools, Fraser Public Schools, Lake Shore Public Schools,
Lakeview Public Schools, L’Anse Creuse Public Schools, Mount Clemens Community Schools, New Haven Community Schools,

Richmond Community Schools, Romeo Community Schools, Roseville Community Schools, South Lake Schools,
Utica Community Schools, Van Dyke Public Schools, Warren Consolidated Schools, Warren Woods Public Schools

Remember When You Leave Your Home
• Wear A Mask • Socially Distance
• Stay Home If You Don’t Feel Well

MACOMB COUNTY RESIDENTS
are responsible and hard working.

Thank you for doing your part during this challenging time.

For more information about Macomb Schools, go towww.misd.net

Spring into Learning! MASK UP, MACOMB
AsWe Fight This Virus Together
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Afterschool programs
help students succeed in
school and in life and pro-
vide invaluable support to
communities. As we’ve seen
this year, these programs
play an especially impor-
tant role when students,
families, and communities
are struggling.
Programs across the

country have stepped up
in the pandemic, provid-
ing virtual educational ac-
tivities, delivering meals
and enrichment kits, help-
ing families bridge the dig-
ital divide, connecting peo-
ple to social services, and
continuing in-person care
for the children of essen-
tial workers and first re-
sponders.
Unfortunately, a large

majority of afterschool pro-
grams that were open in the
fall of 2020 report they are
straining to meet the needs
of the students and families
they have long supported.
National surveys of parents
and afterschool provid-
ers conducted by Edge Re-
search for the Afterschool
Alliance, a nonprofit aware-
ness and advocacy group,
find that programs and
parents are challenged by
virtual learning; program
budgets are inadequate to
address new safety proto-
cols and students’ emerg-
ing needs; and students
from low-income families
are now less likely than oth-
ers to have access to after-
school programs.
To underscore the value

of afterschool programs
and the need to invest in
them, the Afterschool Al-
liance recently organized
the 21st annual “Lights On
Afterschool,” the only na-
tional rally for afterschool.
It took place throughout
the fall and included lo-
cal, state, and national
events – many of them vir-
tual this year – showcasing
the skills students hone
and talents they develop
at their afterschool pro-
grams. From virtual STEM
fairs and art contests to
car caravans and letter-
writing to isolated nursing
home residents, events fo-
cused on academics, civic
engagement, STEM educa-
tion, social and emotional
wellbeing, bullying preven-

tion, mental and physical
health, and more.
“The strength and re-

silience afterschool pro-
grams demonstrated in
2020 was remarkable. De-
spite scarce resources, pro-
grams found ways to help
students through what has
been, for many families,
the hardest of times,” says
Jodi Grant, executive di-
rector of the Afterschool
Alliance. “However, there

aren’t nearly enough after-
school programs to meet
the need, especially now,
with so many schools func-
tioning virtually and with
school schedules chang-
ing without warning. We
need to invest much more
in afterschool and summer
learning programs.”
To learn more about the

Afterschool Alliance and
“Lights On Afterschool,”
which will next be held on

October 28, 2021, visit after-
shoolalliance.org.
“In normal times, after-

school programs help stu-
dents succeed by keeping
them safe, inspiring them
to learn, and by support-
ing working parents,” says
Grant. “During a pandemic,
the support they provide is
even more essential.”

Story courtesy of
StatePoint Media

COMMUNITY

Keeping the lights on for afterschool programs

Afterschool programs play can play a critical role for students, families, and communities
whom may be struggling.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

A large majority of afterschool programs that were open in the fall of 2020report they are
straining to meet the needs of the students and families they have long supported.
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Enroll Now!
2021/2022

School of Choice (Macomb County Residents only)

Unlimited Openings: KDG, 6th thru 10th Grades
For information on Limited Openings, go to www.lakeviewpublicschools.org

or call 445-4000, ext. 2504
Lakeview Residents - Open Grades K - 12

Applications available at: www.lakeviewpublicschools.org
Application Deadline: Aug. 16, 2021 - 3 PM

Lakeview Public Schools
St. Clair Shores, MI

All paw prints lead to Lakeview. . .Start with their end in mind!
We are Lakeview. . .you could be TOO!

www.lakeviewpublicschools.org
Enrollment Office (586) 445-4000 ext. 2504
Lakeview Today...Leaders Tomorrow!
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It can be challenging to raise
a baby even in the best of times,
butmany parents need additional
support for the education and
care of their young children amid
the COVID-19 pandemic. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of Labor,
both parents work in nearly two-
thirds of families with children.
The number of working single
parents is even higher.
However, as long as teachers

and staff follow rigorous health
and safety practices, day care cen-
ters are among the safest places
for children right now.
“More than ever before, fam-

ilies are struggling with balanc-
ing the need to return to consis-
tent routines with concerns about
the possible health risks to their
children,” said Dr. Elanna Yalow,
chief academic officer of Kinder-
Care Learning Centers. “Our rig-
orous safety protocols give fami-
lies confidence they can count on
our programs when traditional
support systemsmay not be avail-
able.”
Although the decision to place

your baby in someone else’s care
can be difficult, the benefits of day
care can be significant, especially
for children who start a program
as babies. Consider these impor-
tant factors when choosing an in-
fant day care.

Exceeding Recommended
Guidelines

Parents will want to make
sure their day care center fol-
lows Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, American
Academy of Pediatrics and local
health department guidelines.
These include masks and social
distancing, restricted access to
classrooms, consistent group-
ing of children, health screen-
ings upon entry, handwashing
throughout the day and frequent
cleaning and sanitizing. In addi-
tion to knowing the steps teach-
ers and staff are taking to keep
children safe, ask about staff
training and the checks and bal-
ances the center has in place to
make sure written polices trans-

late into best practices in class-
rooms.

TeachersWho See Each
Baby as an Individual

Responsive, caring teachers
tend to each baby’s specific needs.
From themoment youmeet them,
they’ll ask what your baby enjoys,
what comforts him or her, what
milestones your baby is working
on and so forth. The best teach-
ers see each baby as a unique per-
son and work to meet your child

wherever he or she is, whether
that’s watching for signs of tired-
ness and holding him or her or
responding to your baby’s bab-
bling and coos as signs of early
language development.

Strong Communication
Trusting someone else to look

after your bundle of joy is a tre-
mendous leap of faith for many
parents, particularly as safety-
conscious providers are limiting
access to their classrooms and
parents may not be able to go any

further than the front door. That
leap is easier if you know you’ll
receive updates about your child
throughout the day. Whether you
want videos and photos, phone
calls or texts, or short notes
about the things your child is do-
ing while you’re at work, talk with
your potential provider about how
often you want updates and what
kind of information ismostmean-
ingful to you. While it’s natural
to feel a twinge of nervousness
when you get a phone call from
your child’s day care, you should

also be contacted with good news
and friendly reminders.
Formany parents, themost im-

portant thing is that their baby is
safe, happy and flourishing in a
loving, caring and engaging en-
vironment. Once they find this,
they can rest assured they made
the best decision for their family.
Find more information and tips
to find the right center at kinder-
care.com.

Story courtesy of Family
Features

EARLYEDUCATION

What to look for in an infant day care

PHOTO COURTESY OF FAMILY FEATURES

As long as teachers and staff follow rigorous health and safety practices, day care centers are among the safest places for children right now.
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Let

Your

Child

Grow

With

Us!

Let

Your

Child

Grow

With

Us!

• Laptops for All Students
• State-of-the-Art Buildings & Technology
• Individualized Technology
• Award-winning Career & Technical Education Programs
• Safe & Secure Schools
• Transitional Kindergarten in All Elementary Buildings
• No Fee Athletics
• College Credit Opportunities
• On-Site Health Clinic through Henry Ford Health Systems
• Early Childhood Center with Programs for Ages 0-5
• Free Breakfast and Lunch for All Students
• Before and After School Care through Lakeshore YMCA
• Success Academy-Flexible Setting Providing Alternative Path to Graduation
• Academic Interventions and Supports in Math & Reading
• Free Summer Credit Recovery and Enrichment
• Thriving Enrichment Programs in Grades K-12: Art, Music,

Physical Education, Technology
• Award-winning Band Program.
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Reading aloud to chil-
dren is one of the joys of
parenting. All children,
whether they’re infants,
toddlers or school-aged, can
benefit from being read to,
and parents whose young-
sters have grown up often
look back on story time as
some of their favorite mo-
ments as moms and dads.
Reading aloud to chil-

dren is about more than
just establishing a bond be-
tween parent and child. Ac-
cording to Reading Rock-
ets, a national public media
literacy initiative, children
as young as infants can
benefit from being read to.
Infants can look at pictures
as their parents point to
them and say the names of
the various objects within
them. By drawing attention
to the pictures and associ-
ating words with them and
real-world objects, parents
are helping infants learn
the importance of lan-
guage.
Kids of all ages can bene-

fit from being read to, even
after they learn to read on
their own. The following
are a handful of ways that
reading aloud to children
can benefit them.
• Reading to children

dramatically expands their
vocabulary. A 2019 study
published in the Journal of
Developmental and Behav-
ioral Pediatrics found that
young children whose par-
ents read them five books
a day enter kindergarten
having heard roughly 1.4
million more words than
kids who were never read
to. The disparity is even sig-
nificant when comparing
kids who are periodically
read to each day with kids
who are read five books per
day. Children who are read
to daily may hear slightly
less than 300,000 words
prior to entering kinder-
garten, while those read

five books per day will
hear more than 1.4 million
words.
• Reading to children ex-

pands their imaginations.
TheNorthern Virginia Fam-
ily Services reports that re-
search has shown that chil-
dren who activate their
imaginations through be-
ing read to develop higher
activity in the area of their
brain that’s responsible for
cultivating mental images
and deciphering and com-
prehending verbal cues.
That heightened activity
bolsters youngsters’ imagi-
nations and instills in them
a greater fondness for read-
ing.
• Reading can help kids

learn to focus. Parents of
young children no doubt
know that such youngsters
rarely sit still for any signif-
icant length of time. How-
ever, when being read to,
young children, even those
who are initially reluctant
to engage in story time, will
learn to sit still for the du-
ration of the book. That can
help them learn to focus, a
benefit that will pay divi-
dends when children be-
gin school.
• Reading to children

can speak to children’s in-
terests or emotional needs.
Reading Rockets notes that
children’s favorite stories
may speak to their emo-
tional needs and interests.
That’s why so many young-
sters insist on reading a fa-
vorite book over and over
again. Though that’s often
boring for parents, it can
benefit youngsters, who
will eventually move on to
other books.
Reading to children can

benefit them in myriad
ways and provide a great
way for parents to bond
with their youngsters.

Story courtesy of Metro
Creative Connection

READING

How kids benefit from being read to

PHOTOS COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Reading aloud to children is about more than just establishing a bond between parent and child.

Reading to children can benefit them in myriad ways
and provide a great way for parents to bond with their
youngsters.

Reading to children can speak to children’s interests or
emotional needs.
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• Transitional Kindergarten

• Before and After School Latchkey

• Middle School Visual and Performing Arts

• High School Performing Arts

• Middle School Mathematics Science
Technology Center

• High School MacombMathematics
Science Technology Center

• High quality instruction in all PreK-12
classrooms

• Career Preparation Center withmore
than 15 career pathways

• Innovative Science, Technology,
Engineering andMathematics

• High School Advanced Placement and
Dual Enrollment

• State-of-the-Art Instructional Technology
in all classrooms

• Instructional Music Program

• Championship Athletics

WARREN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS
Creating Dynamic Futures through Student Achievement, High Expectations, Strong Relationships.

OPEN TO ALL MACOMB COUNTY RESIDENTS
1.888.4WCS.KIDS WCSKIDS.NET
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The COVID-19 pandemic
has been challenging for
everyone. As the world ad-
justed to lockdowns, school
closures and remote work-
ing, parents have been faced
with especially unique chal-
lenges, and many of those
challenges were still pres-
ent a year after lockdowns
began.
Finding productive ways

for their children to fill their
time has been an ongoing
issue for parents since the
pandemic began. School-
age childrenmay not be go-
ing to school for full days,
and many virtual learning
programs also end around
lunchtime. But a familiar
local resource may be just
what parents need to keep
their kids occupied at home
on weekday afternoons.
Local libraries are in-

valuable community re-
sources, and that value has
become evenmore apparent
during the pandemic. Par-
ents can utilize local librar-
ies in various ways, each of

which can help fill young-
sters’ time during those
hours when school is not in
session.
• Online story time: In

normal times, many librar-
ies host in person story time
sessions for young children.
Many libraries have been
unable to host in person
story time since the start
of the pandemic. But those
same libraries may have

transitioned to online story
time. For example, the New
York Public Library in New
York City hosts weekday
story times through its web-
site. During such sessions,
librarians read books, sing
songs and even share liter-
acy tips. An archive of story
times is available at nypl.
org/education/kids/story-
time, andmany local librar-
ies offer similar services.

• Craft sessions: Some li-
braries even offer free craft
projects to members. Sup-
plies can be picked up at
the library on predeter-
mined days of the week,
and then families can work
on the projects together at
home or with other families
through Zoom calls hosted
by library employees. Par-
ents can inquire with their

local libraries to see if such
programs are available in
their communities.
• Academic support:

Some local libraries even of-
fer academic support, which
can be especially valuable
in the era of virtual learn-
ing when kids have little
one-on-one time with their
teachers. Tutoring services
may be available via a lo-

cal library, which also may
supply supplemental mate-
rials like interactive learn-
ing tools that can bring les-
sons to life.
Local libraries can help

families confront the aca-
demic and social challenges
posed by the pandemic.

Story courtesy of Metro
Creative Connection

COMMUNITY

How parents can utilize their local library

Parents can utilize local libraries in various ways, each of
which can help fill youngsters’ time during those hours
when school is not in session.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Finding productive ways for their children to fill their time has been an ongoing issue for
parents since the pandemic began.

Local libraries are invaluable community resources, and that value has become even more
apparent during the pandemic.
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Join our Shamrock family at Eastpointe
Community Schools to find a school

community right in your neighborhood
that offers:

Learn more about
Eastpointe Community Schools at

www.eastpointeschools.org.

A Dedicated, caring, highly-qualified teachers
and staff

A Preschool programs with small class sizes at
the Eastpointe Early Learning Center

A Traditional and transitional kindergarten
classrooms at lower elementaries

A Individualized literacy programs for all
elementary students

A Before- and after-school care available
in district through Lakeshore YMCA

A International Baccalaureate classes and
programs for middle school students

A Career and Technical Education
opportunities, including Law Enforcement,
Culinary Arts, Medical Careers, and more

A Free college credits and dual enrollment
through Macomb Community College

A Virtual and alternative program options
for high school students
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College entrance exams remain
important, even in these unusual
times. Fortunately, there are
many ways you can help ensure
you’re ready for test day. Here are
a few tips to consider:
• Know the test format: Be sure

you understand the basic format
of the test and the types of ques-
tions that will be included so you
don’t waste precious time on test
day managing surprises. By us-
ing an up-to-date study guide, you
won’t encounter any curve balls.

• Get comfortable with your
calculator: During your prepara-
tions and practice tests, be sure
to use the same calculator you’ll
be bringing with you on test day.
Getting familiarized with the
tool’s full functionality will help
you be speedy and accurate when
it matters most. When the clock
is ticking, it’s best to be holding a
calculator with an easy-to-use in-
terface, intuitive icon-basedmenu
and natural textbook display,
such as the scientific and graphic

calculators available from Casio.
To ace the science and math

portions of the test, your pre-test
preparations can also include
checking out the webinars and re-
sources available on the Casio ed-
ucation site: casioeducation.com.
• Find study buddies: You

don’t need to feel alone during
test preparations. Remember,
your friends are going through
the same thing as you. Consider
getting some pals together for a
series of remote study sessions.

Your group can work together to
address lingering questions and
concerns, share test-taking strate-
gies andmore. Youmay also want
to consider signing up for a vir-
tual test prep courses or getting
paired with a remote tutor.
• Read as much as possible:

While memorizing vocabulary
lists is one strategy for pulling
out all the stops on the humani-
ties portions of the test, the best
way to adopt good grammar,
boost reading comprehension and

honewriting skills is to be an avid
reader. This is especially effective
if you select a range of reading
materials, including fiction, bi-
ographies, journalism and more.
While a lot has changed about

education this past year, much
about college entrance exams has
stayed the same, and you can still
get a leg up by ensuring you’re
well-equipped and ready to suc-
ceed on test day.

Story courtesy of StatePoint

TESTPREP

Top tips for college entrance exam success

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Get a leg up by ensuring you’re well-equipped and ready to succeed on test day.
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