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Annapolitan leaves lasting legacy
City recognizes Carlester Smith with special day
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A celebration of Carlester “Buckweat” Smith’s life was held on March 6, 2021 at Pinkey’s Liquors, located on West Street in Annapolis. Mayor Gavin Buckley also pro-
claimed March 6, 2021 as Carlester Smith Day, in the City of Annapolis. Smith was known for keeping Annapolis litter-free and exhibiting kindness. Flowers, expres-
sions of love scribbled in chalk, balloons, plastic bags, and even Smith’s favorite candy were left near a colorful mural in front of the store depicting Annapolis’s
“Walking Man.” (See artice on page 7). Photos by Andrea Blackstone



Need help with food, utilities and tax prep? 2-1-1 is only a call away

How will | feed
my family?

By Quinton Askew
President, 211 Maryland

There are so many challenges facing
Baltimore residents right now—
questions about COVID-19 testing sites
and vaccine distribution, how they can
access housing and utility assistance,
where can they turn to get their tax
questions answered and some may be
struggling with depression, substance
misuse and thoughts of suicide.

There is a statewide nonprofit that can
help connect Marylanders to critical
health and human services in their area
as well as resource and crisis specialists
who can lend a listening ear and real-
time help...it’s 211 Maryland. The
organization’s professionally trained
resource specialists link Marylanders to
food, housing, utility assistance and
other essential services 24/7/365 to help
people navigate the sometimes-
confusing maze of assistance program
websites and phone numbers.

Last year, Baltimore City residents
called on 211 Maryland for access to
food pantries, utility assistance, tax
preparation help, COVID-19-related
information, and more.

Food Pantries— The pandemic year
0f 2020 proved to be one of the most

My landlord wants
to evict me.

( | need help!

I need tax help. /\
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Maryland

Baltimore City residents experiencing
unemployment, and food access became
a top concern. More than 19,500
Baltimore City residents called 211
Maryland to connect to emergency food
assistance, like St. Veronica’s Food
Bank, the Salvation Army of Central
Maryland, Paul’s Place and more.
Utility Assistance— If you need help
paying your utility bills, energy
assistance is available to help income-
eligible residents pay their utility bills,
and avoid termination notices. More
than 100,000 Maryland households
benefit from energy assistance from
the Maryland Office of Home Energy

financially difficult years with many
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Programs (OHEP) each year. Getting
energy assistance will not reduce other
public assistance that you might receive,
including (but not limited) to food
stamps or Social Security benefits, and
the utility assistance does not have to be
paid back.

211 Maryland call center specialists
will explain how to apply, the
verification documents you’ll need to
have on hand and best practices for
applying.

Tax Preparation— With tax season
upon us, there are lots of bad actors, or
fraudulent tax preparation services, that
prey on older adults during this time of
year, so it’s critical for Marylanders to
identify credible tax prep services. A
trustworthy place to start is by calling 2-
1-1 to be referred to free (and credible)
tax preparation programs, like VITA,
AARP or MyFreeTaxes.com, which is
powered by the United Way.

In the past two years, more than 7,400

Baltimore City residents turned to 211
Maryland to help them identify free and
trustworthy tax preparation programs
that can help them navigate the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) tax system. This
number is expected to rise in 2021 as
more people have questions about the
Maryland Relief Act of 2021 and
missing stimulant checks.

COVID-19 Related Info— 211
Maryland partners with the Maryland
Emergency Management Agency
(MEMA) to keep an open line of
communication about the latest testing
and vaccine availability in the state.
Through 211 Maryland’s texting platform,
you can text MDReady to 898-211 to opt-
in to the latest COVID-19 updates.

Mental Health and Substance
Misuse— Along with all of the
pressures associated with the COVID-19
pandemic, there has been an increase in
needs related to mental health and
substance misuse throughout Maryland
and in Baltimore City. 211 Maryland
offers confidential crisis response for
substance abuse, mental health, and
suicide emergencies by calling 2-1-1,
Press 1. A live person is at the other end
of the phone to listen and help. For
ongoing supportive messaging, anyone
can text MDMindHealth or
MDSaludMental to 898-211 and
subscribe.

The list of resources and information
available to Marylanders is endless
through 211 Maryland — dial 2-1-1 — or
access its suicide prevention and
substance misuse hotline by dialing
2-1-1, Press 1 and visit its website at
www.211md.org.

Stay up-to-date on positive news in the community! Sign up for
The Baltimore Times weekly newsletter at https://bit.ly/2E5NuM5

NOTICE

Any unsolicited manuscripts, editorial
cartoons, etc., sent to The Baltimore
Times become the property of The
Baltimore Times and its Editorial
Department, which reserves the right
to accept or reject any or all such
unsolicited material.

The Baltimore Times
(USPS 5840) is published every Friday
by The Baltimore Times, 2513 N.
Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218.
Subscriptions by mail $60 per year.
Standard bulk postage paid at Baltimore,
MD 21233. Postmaster send address
changes to:

The Baltimore Times
2513 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218

Page 2

The Baltimore Times, March 19 - 25, 2021 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)

Positive stories about positive people!


https://211md.org/
https://211md.org/
http://www.211md.org

(3]

AAA

IN-PERSON

ﬁXCﬁLLﬁNCf

e
808

HYBRID

Virtual, In Person
or Hybrid...

your child’s success
depends on you.

As a parent, you have to be involved
in your child’s education to make
sure he or she has everything they
need to succeed.

LEARN MORE AT
WWW.NNPA.ORG/EDUCATION

»

NNPA

?‘u; ERSASOCIA

© 2021 NATIONAL NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION

Positive stories about positive people! The Baltimore Times, March 19 - 25, 2021 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com) Page 3



Guest Edltorlals/Commentary

NFL hires first Black woman referee

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Maia Chaka knows well that Women’s History Month is all about commemorating,
observing and celebrating the vital role of the fairer sex in American folklore. She
just didn’t know she would become a part of that history.

After years of officiating games in the Pac-12, Conference USA, and the NFL’s
Officiating Development Program, Chaka will head to the NFL in the fall.

When she takes the field in September, the Norfolk State University graduate and
health and physical education teacher will do so as the first Black woman to work as
a referee in the NFL. She’ll also be just the second woman to wear the zebra stripes.
Sarah Thomas, who worked last month’s Super Bowl, is the other.

“This is a funny thing. I was actually at home, and I was playing NBA2K with my
nephew online because that’s what I like to do at night,” Chaka told NNPA Newswire
just hours after an appearance on NBC’s “Today” show. “Then, I received a phone
call at around 9:15 p.m. [March 4], and I just dropped everything I was doing. The
next thing I know, I’'m getting told ‘welcome to the National Football League.””

Did she think it was for real?

“I just jumped up and threw everything off my lap. I thought I was being punked
because I didn’t believe it at the time. But it was true,” she remarked.

Troy Vincent, an African American and the NFL’s second-in-command behind
Commissioner Roger Goodell, celebrated Chaka’s appointment.

“Maia’s years of hard work, dedication, and perseverance— including as par to the
NFL Officiating Development Program— have earned her a position as an NFL
official,” Vincent said. “As we celebrate Women’s History Month, Maia is a
trailblazer as the first Black female official and inspires us toward normalizing
women on the football field.”

Chaka told NNPA Newswire that she expects coaches and players to treat her the
same as any other official.

“I think the coaches just want a good official who is going to get the play right,”
Chaka said. “And I think they just want consistency. I hope they do not hold us to a
different standard [than men] because we are all officials at the end of the day. It
does not matter what gender we are. We are all wearing the same uniform.”

The importance of her historic promotion isn’t lost on Chaka.

“It’s an honor to join the National Football League,” commented Chaka, who
works with at-risk girls in Virginia. “I just want young girls of color— young
women— to know that if you have a drive for something, don’t let anything hold
you back just because you think something may give you some limitations. Work
hard and follow your dreams.”

Her promotion to the big league also demonstrates to women of color that they can
work and succeed in a male-dominated field, according to Chaka.

“As long as you put in the work and you are fundamentally sound in anything that
you do, you know you will reach your goal,” Chaka said. “I think it’s important that
they see the representation in these fields.”

Asked if she would switch from playing NBA2K with her nephew and challenge

him to Madden Football, Chaka demurred. “No, he couldn’t handle me on Madden,”

she retorted.

We love to hear from our readers! Connect with us:
Facebook.com/TheBaltimoreTimes

Twitter: @Baltimore_Times
Instagram: @thebaltimoretimes
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Governor Hogan issues
emergency order preventing
garnishment of new federal
stimulus payments

Annapolis— Governor Larry Hogan
issued an emergency order prohibiting
garnishment of Economic Impact
Payments provided under H.R. 1319,
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.
“For more than a year now, COVID-19
has caused incredible hardships for the
people of our nation and our state,” said
Governor Hogan. “This funding is
intended to support working families

and struggling Marylanders, and we are
committed to doing everything possible
to protect this much-needed relief for
those who need it most.”

The governor’s order provides that (1)
American Rescue Plan Act Economic
Impact Payments are exempt from, and
shall not be subject to, garnishment; and
(2) all financial institutions are ordered
to consider these payments as protected
and cannot be subject to a court-ordered
garnishment.

Last April, the Governor Hogan also
issued an emergency order prohibiting
garnishments of CARES Act Recovery
Rebates.

When sending letters to the editor, your correct name, address

and telephone number must be included with your submission.
Your letter will not be published without the required information.
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email: btimes@btimes.com
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Energy policies and potential impacts on household budgets

By R. Dean Foreman, Ph.D.
Chief Economist
American Petroleum Institute

Most people are concerned when
energy costs rise, especially prices at the
pump. It’s understandable since the
average household spent nearly $4,100
on energy in 2019, per the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics’ (BLS) Consumer
Expenditure Survey.

For more than a decade, expanded U.S.
energy production helped lower energy
costs, giving consumers more disposable
income to afford other essentials like
food, education and healthcare, which
rose by 27 percent, 38 percent, and 75
percent, respectively, according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS).

However, with U.S. natural gas and oil
production down recently, energy costs
have been on the rise. The price of crude
oil, historically the biggest factor in the
cost of gasoline, has risen nearly 30
percent year over year (y/y), and
consequently gasoline prices were up 14

The Baltimore Times
Publisher
Joy Bramble
Managing Editor
Joy Bramble
Director of Special Projects
Dena Wane
Dir., Promotions/Entertain. Columnist
Eunice Moseley

Editorial Assistant
Kathy Reevie

Administrative Assistant
Ida C. Neal

Writers
Ursula Battle
Stacy Brown
Demetrius Dillard
Rosa “Rambling Rose” Pryor

‘Website
Cieara Adams

Photographers
Dennis Roberts
Gar Roberts
The Baltimore Times is a publication of The Baltimore
Times/Times of Baltimore, Inc. No part of this
publication may be reproduced without the written
consent of the publisher
Mailing Address
The Baltimore Times
2513 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
Phone: 410-366-3900- Fax 410-243-1627
www.baltimoretimes-online.com

percent y/y as of March 8, according to
the U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA). Electricity and
natural gas bills also have increased
faster than overall consumer price
inflation so far in 2021.

Further energy cost increases could
result from the Biden administration’s

While spending on energy since 2009
fell 10 percent to 15 percent across
every income bracket, Americans’ non-
energy spending on housing, vehicles,
maintenance and insurance rose the
fastest among those who could least
afford increases. Real housing
expenditures (excluding energy) by the

“While spending on energy since 2009 fell 10 percent
to 15 percent across every income bracket, Americans’
non-energy spending on housing, vehicles, maintenance
and insurance rose the fastest among those who could
least afford increases. Real housing expenditures
(excluding energy) by the lowest 40 percent of
U.S. households by income increased about 10 percent
between 2009 and 2019— roughly three times the rate
among wealthy households.”

decision to halt new federal natural gas
and oil leasing, potentially reducing
domestic production, as well as other
possible actions that could limit drilling
or hydraulic fracturing. These could put
upward pressure on energy costs that
then could ripple across the broader
economy.

Yet, energy policy choices could affect
far more than just what you pay for a
gallon of gasoline or your monthly
electricity bill.

For example, imagine trying to make
ends meet if U.S. energy policies raised
the costs of housing and vehicles, in
addition to the energy they require.
Housing, vehicles and energy represent
more than half of a typical household’s
expenditures.

lowest 40 percent of U.S. households by
income increased about 10 percent
between 2009 and 2019— roughly three
times the rate among wealthy
households. Over the same period, real
household spending on vehicles,
insurance and public transit rose 35
percent among the lowest 20 percent of
households by income, more than twice
the rate of wealthier households.

These concerns loom over an economy
where vehicles and housing have recently
become even more expensive for some.

Now consider the potential costs of
electric vehicles and charging
infrastructure, which the
administration is signaling it wants the
nation to transition to and build; the
ratcheting up of fuel economy standards,

which the auto industry suggested in
January would cost more than $1
billion annually; plus incentives and/or
state requirements like

California’s which mandate residential
solar panels on new construction,
estimated to add $8,400 to the cost of a
single-family home. Each of these
would add up-front costs that
disproportionately impact the 60 percent
of U.S. households earning $53,123 or
less in 2019, per BLS.

To be clear, the industry supports higher
energy efficiency where it is cost
effective. However, policies that
undermine domestic energy production
and blanket regulations that favor certain
technologies over others for vehicles or
homes could harm consumers.

Higher costs for housing, vehicles and
energy could ultimately require making
sacrifices in the American way of life.
Energy policies that could raise these
costs should be discussed clearly and in
the context of what is affordable to
American households.

Dr. R. Dean Foreman is API's chief
economist and an expert in the
economics and markets for oil, natural
gas and power with more than two
decades of industry experience including
ExxonMobil, Talisman Energy, Sasol,
and Saudi Aramco in forecasting &
market analysis, corporate strategic
planning, and finance/risk management.
He is known for knowledge of energy
markets, applying advanced analytics to
assess risk in these markets, and clearly
and effectively communicating with
management, policy makers and the
media.

Want to comment on the editorials or any other story?
Please contact: The Baltimore Times
2513 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218
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Baltimore Times Writer Ursula Battle Honored for Her Work in the Arts

By Stacy M. Brown

There is not much Ursula V. Battle hasn’t
accomplished in her career.

The playwright and Baltimore native has repeatedly
guided her Battle Stage Plays to new heights while
inspiring, educating, and encouraging her audiences with
riveting drama, powerful song, and even belly-hurting
laughter.

A one-time “Playwright of the Year” recipient, Battle
has added another honor to her long list of awards.

In recognition of National Women’s History Month,
the Patapsco River (MD) Chapter of The Links, Inc.
honored Battle and others during its 18th Annual
Women in the Arts Talent Showcase.

The organization honored Battle with this year’s
national theme: “Valiant Women of Freedom: Refusing
to Be Silent.”

According to the Links, the theme honors the brave
women who fought to win suffrage rights for women
and the “she-ros” who continue to fight for others’ civil
and human rights.

“What an incredible event!” Battle exclaimed.

“It was humbling to be honored among so many
talented women who are all exceptional in their own
right. Kudos to the Patapsco River (MD) Chapter of
The Links for all of their hard work in bringing this
outstanding event to fruition.”

Battled continued:

“I can still recall the disappointment we all
collectively felt after the event was postponed last
March due to COVID-19.

“But in the true spirit of this event, which honors
those who refuse to be silent, this group of incredible
women pressed on, refusing to let even COVID stop
them. I am forever grateful for this prestigious honor
and the Chapter’s efforts in showcasing the talents of
African-American women in the Arts.”

The annual event celebrates African American
women’s artistic talents and achievements. Those who
have made tremendous contributions to the community
through their magnificent expressions of visual, literary,
and performing arts.

Ursula V. Battle, playwright
Courtesy photo

A graduate of the Broadcasting Institute of Maryland,
an award-winning journalist and public relations
professional, Battle is a Magna Cum Laude graduate of
Coppin State University, where she earned her
bachelor’s degree in English and a minor in
Journalism.
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She earned her master’s degree from the University
of Baltimore (UB), where she majored in Publications
Design.

Battle, who writes for the Baltimore Times, also is
the recipient of numerous journalistic, creative writing,
and other awards, including the Maryland, DC Press
Association and Society of Professional Journalist
Award, the NAACP’s Thurgood Marshall Community
Leadership Award; The Baltimore Marketing
Association’s Scholarship Award; and the National
Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education
(NAFEO) Alumni Award.

She earned induction into the Broadcasting Institute
of Maryland’s Hall of Fame and has authored winning
essays chosen by Fox 45/WNUYV and The Maryland
Daily Record.

“The Links, Incorporated focuses our service in five
areas, one of which is the Arts,” said attorney Kimberly
Y. Robinson, president of the Patapsco River (MD)
Chapter of The Links, Incorporated

“Through Women in the Arts, the Patapsco River
(MD) Chapter celebrates the talent of African-
American women artists. The event honors these
incredible creative spirits while bringing their
performances to the Baltimore County community,”
Robinson added.

Exposing the community and youth to various artistic
formats is important because, throughout history, the
African American community has contributed to
American culture through art, Robinson noted further.

“Women in the Arts celebrates this ongoing legacy of
uplifting and bettering our community through artistic
expression,” she said.

“Each year, Women in the Arts falls near the
intersection of Black History Month and Women'’s
History Month. Like the themes of these two months,
the women we honor live inter-sectional lives. As an
organization of African American women, we are
proud to take the opportunity to highlight and elevate
the voices of women of color as a hallmark of this
event.”
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By Andrea Blackstone

Almost everyone who grew up in
Annapolis is familiar with the popular
name, Carlester “Buckwheat” Smith. He
was known for walking with pep in his
step, moving his arms swiftly donning a
contagious smile. According to the
Facebook page entitled, “Carlester
Smith: The Walking Man’s Mural,”
Smith passed away early this month.

A celebration of Smith’s life was held
on March 6, 2021 at Pinkey’s Liquors on
West Street thanks to owner, Paul
Malley. Expressions of love scribbled in
chalk, flowers, balloons, plastic bags,
and even Smith’s favorite candy were
left near the colorful mural in front of the
store depicting Annapolis’s “Walking
Man.” The mural scene reminds
onlookers that Smith was known for
carrying plastic bags in his hands, eagerly
picking up trash and cleaning up his
beloved city just the way he loved to do.

Annapolis Mayor Gavin Buckley
proclaimed March 6, as Carlester Smith
Day, in the City of Annapolis. The
proclamation mentioned Smith’s daily
walks on West Street in Parole, while
picking up trash. It also stated that Smith
was born in 1957, grew up in the Obery
Court community in the City of
Annapolis, and died on March 1, 2021.
He reportedly played basketball at
Stanton Center and became an honorary
member of Tommy-Tom Marching Band.
Although illness prevented Smith from
continuing to pick up trash, clean
parking lots, and wash windows
immediately before his passing, the
proclamation reminded the community
that “Carlester Smith: The Walking
Man’s Mural’s Facebook page” has
gained 13,000 followers where city
residents celebrate Smith with affection
and admiration in the online space.

“We were sad to hear the news about
Carlester’s passing, but we are grateful
for the legacy of kindness he has left our
city. We are working with community
partners on a citywide cleanup day that
we hope to announce later in the spring.
He will be missed,” Mayor Buckley said
in an email.

Annapolitan leaves lasting legacy

CARLESTERSMITH
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A team of artists painted the mural of Carlester “Buckwheat” Smith in July 2020
at Pinkey’s West Street Liquors located 1100 West Street, which was documented
by photographers and a film crew. File Photo/Christian Smooth

During the summer of 2020, Comacell
Brown, Jr. and other artists completed
the mural in Smith’s honor. Brown was
among many who had childhood
memories of seeing Smith. Many years
later, the talented artist had an
opportunity to help to honor a man who
planted seeds of pride and kindness in
the hearts of people of all ages.

Brown says the campaign to raise
money to create the mural and to donate
to Smith’s care was hosted by local

Photo: Andrea Blackstone

musician Kevin Lebling and Annapolis’s
City leaders, as well as other area
musicians.

“I felt honored to participate in
creating the concept for the Carlester
mural, as a lead artist with the help of
several artist friends of mine who either
knew his story or adopted it through the
stories we shared [about] him. We took
pride in giving him flowers while he was
alive to receive them. We need a lot more
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of that in my community,” Brown said.
“Carlester wasn’t able to see the mural,
but he was aware of it by his sisters. It
empowered me as an artist to know that I
can serve as an artistic vanguard to the
City of Annapolis while memorializing
our legends.”

Even after the celebration on March 6,
passersby continued to trickle onto the
scene reflecting on “The Walking Man’s”
legacy. Others snapped photographs of
the mural or signed a guest book from
the community event. When Smith
appeared up and down West Street, no
one could argue that one man made a
difference by instilling pride in
Annapolitans of all ages, and promoting
a sense of community. Smith’s enduring
legacy to keep Annapolis litter-free is a
powerful testament of his influence.

“Mr. Smith was a true class act. He
strived to make Annapolis a better place,
and he did just that. We are grateful we
were given the opportunity to show our
gratitude to Carlester and his family,” the
Facebook page team said in a message.
“His smile and spirit will always remain
firmly rooted on West Street.”
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Celebrate Women’s History Month with Destinii Williams’ debut book ‘Birthing A New’

By Alanah Nichole Davis

Destinii Williams is a classic Baltimore woman. A
proud Baltimore City College graduate, she is birthed
of her experiences at two powerful HBCUs— Bowie
State and Coppin State Universities— where she
obtained her Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary
Studies with concentrations in early childhood and
elementary education.

Like many young people in a city like Baltimore where
drugs, crime and poverty are pervasive in Black
communities— block-to-block— Destinii and her

siblings were raised by her Grandmother in Park Heights.

“My Grandmother had my two older brothers who
would run the streets; myself, my younger brother and
two sisters to look after. In total there were seven of us
and she still managed to have me in dance classes,
sports and beauty pageants,” Williams said.

Luckily, her matriarch wasn’t alone in raising them.
There were folks in the neighborhood who helped
greatly, like her Godmother who lived across the street
from them on Rosalind Avenue, according to Williams.

Williams says her inspiration to write initially came
from an opportunity she had to play the role of Harriet
Tubman in a school play in the second grade.

“Something about Harriet Tubman’s legacy just really
inspired me to really take ownership over who I wanted
to be when I grew up, even at an age where there was
no way that I could control it,” Williams said.

Girded with the advice to journal through everything
by one her cousins, Williams persevered; and over
twenty years later has written out much of what she
experienced then and now in her debut book, Birthing
A New.

“Even with everything in my environment, I’d affirm
to myself that I was going to be something great,” she
said.

A fierce young Black woman, Williams is also an
author, editor, full-figured model, social media
personality, administrative professional for a
prestigious organization, and now the mother of two
after a pregnancy during the pandemic.

DENTAL insurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-337-5228

Baltimore native Destinii Williams is the author of
“Birthing A New,” where she explores the life she has
built for herself and her husband and children right
here in the city. Courtesy Photo

Much of her work broadly displays the true meaning
of creating the life you may want to live as a multi-
hyphenated and very busy woman in this modern
world.

In “Birthing A New,” Williams explores the life she
has created for herself in Baltimore alongside her
partner Rickie, daughter Kayli, stepson Aiden, and
their newly born son Asé. Illustrations by Maryland
Institutute College of Art Alum and Faculty Mikea

generator

855-993-0969

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby

Hugley are laced throughout the book and are all in the
theme of transformation.

“Like a butterfly in its chrysalis,” Williams said.

To churn out the book mid-pandemic, Williams
partnered with Silent Books Publishing a new Black
Women Led publishing house in Baltimore founded by
writer and adjunct professor at Baltimore City
Community College, Angel Wilson, author of 4m 1
Doing This Right.

Within the pages of Birthing A New, this breakout
author expresses some very relatable narratives of
women’s experiences.

“I wanted to have a tangible example of my story and
I hoped for it to be an example of what us women go
through collectively when it comes to all of the many
things we experience in this life with regard to love,
child-rearing, and being in the work world,” said
Williams.

Williams says that she is inspired by the collective
work of Toni Morrison— especially her book “Home.”

“Reading Home was an assignment in an African
American literature class that I was taking years ago. It
inspired me to take myself seriously as a writer and as
an author. Toni’s work touched on the idea of home as
a concept being something you can carry with you and
not something that is always tangible,” Williams said.

Like many of us over the last year, Williams found
time during what she says was a stillness, caused by
the pandemic that sometimes felt lonely because she
didn’t have her girls, her friends, her godmother and
her grandmother like she did on Rosalind Avenue in
Park Heights.

“I have a very loving partner, Rickie who while our
relationship has been fulfilling and truly a dream come
true but he’s just not a girl or a woman,” she chuckled.

Sometimes as women, we need sisterhood and
camaraderie and that’s what Williams hopes she
delivers in her book, Birthing A New.

“Birthing A New” is available from Charm City
Books, Greedy Reads, Normals Bookshop and Red
Emma’s Bookstore Coffechouse. It’s also available
online at: destiniiwilliams.com

GENERAC

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

F R E 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

dental50plus.com/MDDC

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for
one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO;
call1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C2500Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: PI50NY; OK: P1500K; TN:
P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B).

6255

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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"ART IS THE FOUNDATION OF LIFE"

KROMAH GALLERY REVISITED
CELEBRATION
2021

A VIRTUAL GATHERING

MARCH 25 |5:30-7:30 PM
DONATION: $25

CASHAPP: $GAILKROMAH

REGISTER IN ADVANCE:
HITPS://US02WEB.Z0OM.US/MEETING/REGISTER/TZOSE-
URQTKVHNBMIFUNMLXACUDCIZMSE7T3
INFQ:

VERNETHIA WILLIAMS: 443.604.1912; VERNETHIAKAVEI@GMAIL.COM
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Positive stories about positive people!

Dr. Kerri Moseley-Hobbs’ speaks at
Bay to Ocean Writers Conference

Eastern Shore, Md.— On Saturday,
March 20, 2021 in the Chincoteague
Bay Breakout Room, author and
historian, lecturer Dr. Kerri Moseley-
Hobbs will speak at the 2021 “Bay to
Ocean Writers Conference,” (BTO) at
11:45 a.m. via Zoom.

The writers’ conference is an annual
event hosted by the Eastern Shore
Writers Association (ESWA), which
serves the writing community in
Delmarva Peninsula and has been voted
the best writers’ conference by The
Writers Magazine.

Dr. Moseley-Hobbs is the author of the
creative non-fiction book “More Than a
Fraction: Based on a True Story.”

Thirty sessions will be offered at the
BTO Writers Conference under the
following topics: fiction for beginning
writers; fiction for advanced writers;
poetry, craft of writing; publications,
promotions and social media, and
memoir and other non-fictions. Dr. Kerri
Moseley-Hobbs’ session is under
memoir and nonfiction titled “Writing
Historical to Bay Context for Modern
Relevancy.” The session will talk about
ways to approach writing historical
events and figures in a way that modern
readers can see themselves; tips on
writing history in a way that individuals
are humanized rather than as a list of
facts, stereotypical habits, rhetoric or
actions.

Dr. Moseley-Hobbs is CEO of the

Dr. Kerri Moseley-Hobbs
Courtesy Photo

More Than a Fraction Foundation and is
over 30 years into a career in education
(administration, research and program
development). She is one of the leading
speakers on the history of Africans in
America and African-Americans of the
Appalachian region. Dr. Kerri Moseley-
Hobbs has guest lectured for such
educational institutions as Virginia Tech.
She is a fifth-generation descendant of
John Fraction, the subject of her book
“More Than a Fraction.”

For more information about the
Eastern re Writers Association, visit:
www.EasternShoreWriters.org and for
more information about Dr. Kerri
Moseley Hobbs, visit:
www.MoreThanaFraction.org

We love to hear from our readers!
Connect with us:
Facebook.com/TheBaltimoreTimes
Twitter: @Baltimore_Times
Instagram: @thebaltimoretimes

AMAZING HEARING AIDS,
BUY 1, GET 1 FREE!

= A fraction of the price of other leading brands

- High-quality, rechargeable, and nearly
invisible
« Noise filtering & reduction technology
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Hearing Aids

- Extremely easy to use

= No doctor appointments, audiologist visits,
or fittings necessary.

« Ships direct to your door in 7 days

844-482-2306

For mild hearing loss. These are Class 1 hearing aid devices under FDA regulations per 21 C.F.R. sec 874 3300.

The Baltimore Times, March 19 - 25,2021 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)



http://www.easternshorewriters.org/" /t "_blank
http://www.morethanafraction.org/" /t "_blank

March is National Pet Poison Prevention Month:

Keep your pets safe with tips from Best Friends Animal Society

Watching your dog or cat get sick
from toxic items or poison is a
nightmare for any pet owner. Symptoms
of poisoning can be especially
traumatic, ranging from seizures and
vomiting to nosebleeds and diarrhea.

“Nobody wants to see their pets suffer
in such a painful way or, worst-case
scenario, have a fatal incident. That’s
why it’s important to make sure your
home environment keeps dogs and
cats as safe as possible,” said Dr.

Erin Katribe, veterinarian and medical
director for Best Friends Animal
Society.

As March is Pet Poison Prevention
Month, Best Friends encourages pet
owners to protect their pets from
potential ingestion of any of the
following: Antifreeze; Bait for rodents;
Batteries (which can contain corrosive
fluid); Car care products, such as
cleaners or oils; Fertilizer; Gorilla Glue
(or similar products); Household
cleaners; Ice-melting products;
Medications — prescribed and over-the-
counter; Nicotine products; Pesticides
for insects; Pool or pond products

“Pets can be very inquisitive, so

it’s always best to keep these items in a
sealed cabinet area that your pets cannot
have access to, whether that’s in the
home, in a shed, or in a garage,” said
Katribe said. “If you use any of these
products, always make sure to clean up
any spillage immediately and thoroughly
so ingestion can’t happen that way,
either.”

Food can be toxic to pets,
so it’s always important to remember to
never give or allow your pets to have
access to any of the following:
Alcoholic beverages; Substances

r

Pets can be very inquisitive, so Best Friends Animal Society encourages pet owners to protect their pets from potential

ingestion of poisonous and dangerous products. It is always best to keep these items in a sealed cabinet that your pets are
unable to access. Should your pet show any signs of poisoning, contact your veterinarian immediately.

Photo Credit: ClipArt.com

containing caffeine, such as coffee;
Chocolate; Fatty foods, especially
drippings and grease from cooking
Chicken and turkey bones; Grapes and
raisins; Onions and garlic; Macadamia
nuts; Salt and sugar; and Yeast or bread
dough.

“Plants can also be toxic and poisonous
to pets,” Katribe said. “These plants
include English ivy or holly, lilies,
Chinaberry, iris, poinsettia, pokeweed
and daphne. For cats, even contact with
the pollen of some lilies can be severely
toxic.”

Should your pet show any signs of
poisoning, which include vomiting,
diarrhea; seizures; blood in stool;
paralysis; loss of appetite; bruising;
nosebleeds; irregular heartbeat or
inability to urinate; a veterinary
consult is in immediate order.

Call your veterinary office or an
emergency clinic as soon as possible to
let them know of your pet’s symptoms
and what they could have possibly
ingested. The veterinary staff may be
able to provide instructions on how to
help decrease the severity of the

situation prior to coming in or they may
advise that you come in immegiately,”
Katribe said. “Time is of the essence
when it comes to minimizing the
dangerous effects of any poison, so
every second counts.”

Founded in 1984, Best Friends is a
pioneer in the no-kill movement and has
helped reduce the number of animals
killed in shelters from an estimated 17
million per year to around 625,000.
embers nationwide, For more
information, visit bestfriends.org.

WESLEY

OUP, LLC
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We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach out to us for help getting rid of their timeshare. In 2019,
we relieved over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and maintenance fees. We can help.

Plus get $100 off installation® when you call today!

»1-866-368-6214

*$19.99/month +$100 off Installation: Requires 36-month monitoring contract with a minimum charge of $28.99/mo. (before instant savings) (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees from $695.76 (before
instant savings) and enrollment in Easy Pay. Service and installation charges vary depending on system configuration, equipment and services selected. Offer includes (i) $9.00 instant savings per month applicable only towards
monthly mcmtcvmg charge for the first 12 months of initial contract term (total value of $108.00) and (i) $100 instant savings on installation with minimum purchase of $449 after promotion is applied. Traditional Service Level
requites landline phone. Excludes ADT's Extended Limited Warranty. Upon early termination by Customer, ADT may charge 75% of the remaining monthly service charges for the balance of the iniial contract term. Limit one offer
per new ADT customer contract. Not valid on purchases from ADT Authorized Dealers. Expires 4/15/2021

General: Additiona| chav?es maya(ﬂ)\ymaveasthalrequ'weguavd esponse service for municipal alarm verification. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may be required. Prices and offers subject to change and may
vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required. Simulated screen images and photos are for llustrative purposes only.

©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited.
Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com or by calling 800.ADT.ASAP. CAACO7155, 974443, PP0120288; FLEF0001121; LAF1639, F1640, 1643, F1654, F1655;
MA172C; NC Licensed by the Alarm Systems Licensing Board of the State of North Carolina, 7535P2, 7561P2, 7562P10, 7563P7, 7565P1, 7566P9, 7564P4; NY 12000305615; PA 090797 DF-CD-NP-Q121

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

888-984-2917
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MISCELLANEOUS

MEDICAL & HEALTH WELLNESS

CLASSIFIEDS

A S WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and
newer! Any Condition. Running or Not.
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DISH TV $64.99 FOR 190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21-855-
270-5098.

NEED IRS RELIEF $10K — $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgiveness. Call 1-844-431-
4716 Monday through Friday 7 AM — 5 PM

AUTOMOTIVE

Get cash for your used or junk car today.
We buy all cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free
pick up. Call 888-368-1016.

WANTED

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CLASSIC
CARS AND MOTORCYCLES WANTED
$SPAYING CASHS$$
KRMILLER1965@yahoo.com
717-577-8206

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

READY TO BUY, SELL, OR RENT YOUR
VACATION HOME OR HUNTING
CAMP? Advertise it here and in neighboring
publications. We can help you. Contact
MACnet MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit
our site at MACnetOnline.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC
CAR. Advertise with us. You choose where
you want to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit
macnetonline.com for details.

HEALTH/FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic
Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping!
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced debris-blocking gut-
ter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-
855-791-1626.

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery
storage system. Save money, reduce
reliance on grid, prepare for outages and
power your home. Full installation services
available. $0 down financing option. Re-
quest free quot today. 1-855-900-2894.

Want faster & Affordable Internet? Get In-
ternet service today with Earthlink. Best In-
ternet & WiFi Plans. Call us Today to Get
Started. Ask about our specials! 866-396-
0515

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will
help self-publish your book. Free

author submission kit! Limited offer!
866-951-7214

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo
Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup
running or not - 24 hour response. Maxi-
mum tax donation. Help find missing kids!
877-831-1448

I'OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON,
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s.
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE
1-866-433-8277

Protect your home w/home security moni-
tored by ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get
free equipment bundle including keypad,
motion sensor, wireless door & windows
sensors. 833-719-1073

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available. Call: 855-761-1725

REAL ESTATE

AFFORDABLE HOME SOLUTIONS!
Foreclosures, Rent to Own, Short sales and
more! Call Toll Free 844-275-0948

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Chan-
nels. Stream news, live events, sports & on
demand titles. No contract/commitment. 1-
866-825-6523

GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power outages, so
your home and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!) Request a free quote
today! Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-855-465-7624.

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality
rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 90%
less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-
day money back guarantee! 833-669-5806

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bun-
dle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply.
1-888-796-8850

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help
fast 24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile
Pendant with GPS. Free first aid kit (with
subscription.) 877-537-8817 Free brochure.

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery
storage system. Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for outages & power your
home. Full installation services. $0 down
financing option. Request free no obligation
quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable. Be
prepared for power outages. Free 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!) Schedule
Free in-home assessment. 1-844-334-8353
special financing if qualified.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter,
most advanced debris-blocking protection.
Schedule free estimate. 15% off Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-
855-995-2490

Reach over 20 Million homes
nationwide with one easy buy!
Only $2,395 per week

for a 25 word classified
For more information,
go to: www.naninetwork.com

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit.
Call 877-929-9587

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 polls for $99.
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping.
Money back guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Covers 350 proce-
dures. Real insurance - not a discount
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-888-
623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58
#6258

Attention: If you or a loved one worked
around the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate)
for at least 2 years & has been diagnosed
with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, you may be
entitled to compensation. 855-341-5793

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE!
Nearly invisible, fully rechargeable IN-EAR
NANO hearing aids priced thousands less
than competitors! 45-day trial! Call: 1-877-
436-0234

AUTO INSURANCE

Looking for auto insurance? Find great deals
on the right auto insurance to suit your
needs. Call today for a free quote! 866-924-
2397

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and
gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201

PEST CONTROL

Find Pest Control Experts Near You! Don’t
let pests overtake your home. Protect your
loved ones! Call today to find great deals on
Pest Control Services — 833-872-0012

EDUCATION

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get Trained, Certi-
fied & ready to work in months! Call
888-572-6790.

Positive stories about positive people!

The Baltimore Times, March 19 - 25, 2021 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)

Page 11



BE HOME RUN RICH!

WIN $500 FOR EVERY ORIOLES™ HOME RUN!
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