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WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  PPoolliiccee  aarree  
ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  tthheeiirr  sseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  

3300  yyeeaarr  oolldd  EEbboonneeee  SSppeeaarrss  ooff
WWiillmmiinnggttoonn..  TThhee  llooccaall

CCrriimmeessttooppppeerrss  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  hhaass
jjooiinneedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  PPoolliiccee
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  iinn  ooffffeerriinngg  aa  rreewwaarrdd

ooff  uupp  ttoo  $$55,,000000  ffoorr  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  EEbboonneeee''ss  
wwhheerreeaabboouuttss..  IIff  yyoouu  kknnooww  
wwhheerree  SSppeeaarrss  mmaayy  bbee,,  ccaallll

WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  PPoolliiccee  
aatt  ((991100))  334433--33660000  
oorr  uussee  TTeexxtt--aa--TTiipp..

EBONEE SPEARS

MISSINGMISSING

TThhee  WWiillmmiinnggttoonn  JJoouurrnnaall  iiss  ssttiillll  ppaarrttiiaallllyy  ooppeerraattiinngg  ffrroomm  aa  rreemmoottee  aarreeaa..  
OOuurr  bbuuiillddiinngg  hhaass  mmuucchh  ddaammaaggee  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  oouurr  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  iiss  ssttiillll  iinnooppeerraabbllee..  

PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  bbeeaarr  wwiitthh  uuss  aass  wwee  wwoorrkk  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  nnoorrmmaallccyy..  
Thhe  Staff  and  Management    of    Thhe  Wiilmiington  JJournal  

GGUUEESSTT  EEDDIITTOORRIIAALL
““TThhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  vvoottee  iiss  tthhee  

ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  ddeemmooccrraaccyy””
BBYY

RREEVV..  JJEESSSSEE  JJAACCKKSSOONN
PPAAGGEE  44

NNNNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  AAmmeerriiccaann  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  oorr  ffaavvooeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  AAmmeerriiccaann  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  oorr  ffaavvoo rrrr

REV. JESSE JACKSON

Literacy test for Blacks 
still in N.C. Constitution
As you read this, if you're an African-

American voter in North Carolina, North
Carolina's Constitution requires you to take a
literacy test before you cast your next ballot.

Don't worry, federal law has long rendered
this "requirement" null and void in North
Carolina law, so don't expect anyone in or out
of uniform at your local voting precinct
attempting to force you to prove you can prop-
erly "…read and write any section of the
Constitution in the English language." 

However, at the same time, and what's still
most troubling about this, is that, try as they
might, State lawmakers just don't seem to be
able to get the literacy test requirement offi-
cially scratched from the State's Constitution.

In fact, if the majority of North Carolina
voters in November 2022 don't agree to get rid
of the requirement once and for all, it will
remain on the books. It will be toothless, but it
will stay.

On March 22, Charlotte-Mecklenburg N. C.
House Representative Kelly Alexander, Jr., a
Democrat, filed the bipartisan House Bill 337 -
Constitutional Amendment to Repeal Literacy
Test.

"It's just an insult to the African-American
citizens of North Carolina, and to any right
thinking citizens," Rep. Alexander told
Washington Monthly.

"An act to amend the Constitution of North
Carolina to repeal the literacy test require-
ment…," which would effectively repeal
Section 4 of Article VI of the North Carolina
Constitution, which states, "Every person pre-
senting himself for registration shall be able
to read and write any section of the
Constitution in the English language." 

Section 2 of the proposed House Bill 337
adds that the question "shall be submitted to
the qualified voters of the State at the
statewide general election to be held on
November 8, 2022, which election shall be con-
ducted under the laws governing elections in
the State. Ballots, voting systems, or both may
be used in ...." 

HB337 continues, "The question to be used
in the voting systems and ballots shall be:

[ ] FOR          [ ] AGAINST 
"Constitutional amendment to repeal the

requirement that every person presenting
himself for registration shall be able to read
and write any section of the Constitution in
the English language." 

This is the part to which Black voters need
to pay particular attention because it is here
where this measure could fall on its face, as it
apparently has before.

"If a majority of votes cast on the question
are in favor of the amendment set out in
Section 1 of this act, the State Board of
Elections shall certify the amendment to the
Secretary of State. The Secretary of State
shall enroll the amendment so certified among
the permanent records of the office. If a
majority of votes cast on the question are
against the amendment as set out in Section 1
of this act, the amendment shall have no
effect." 

So, you're understandably asking yourself,
why hasn't North Carolina gotten rid of this
clearly unconstitutional state Constitutional
Amendment long before now? 

The back story is fascinating.
It was 1899 when the N. C. General Assembly

passed the controversial constitutional
amendment.

Section 4 of Article VI of the N. C.
Constitution was deemed appropriate by the
U. S. Supreme Court in 1959 because of the

very broad way it was written (see Lassiter v.
Northampton County Board of Elections).
That allowed local boards of elections to use
the requirement differently when it came to
Black and White voters.

When  the 1965 Voting Rights Act effectively
declawed North Carolina's literacy test voting
requirement, the state was in no hurry to offi-
cially remove it from its books.

Finally, in 1969, someone in the State
Legislature decided the Constitutional
requirement needed to go and put the question
before North Carolina's voters in a referen-
dum, but 56% disagreed.

During the 2017-18 long session of the NC
General Assembly, the State House unani-
mously passed HB 148, but it died in the Senate
Rules Committee.

During the 2019-20 session, again, even with
bipartisan support in the House, the measure
did not make it out of the House Rules
Committee.

Democrats are frustrated that a question so
obvious seems so intractable. State
Republicans, who have been in charge of the
General Assembly since 2011, seem more
embarrassed than anything else that they
can't rid North Carolina's Constitution's of
this ugly Constitutional blight on their watch,
even it's clear their party is engaged in numer-
ous voter suppression schemes in light of the
November 2020 election.

Tracking what happens with House Bill 337,
if it ever gets to a statewide referendum in
November 2022, what do North Carolina voters
do with it, remains the open question.

"Passing this bill with bipartisan support
and letting the people of North Carolina have
the final say is needed now more than ever to
show that our State is moving forward and
truly believes in progress," says bill co-spon-
sor Rep. Terry Brown (D-Mecklenburg).

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OF THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL

WWoommeenn  CChhaannggiinngg
HHiissttoorryy::  

FFaaccee  ooff  AAccttiivviissmm,,
SSoonnyyaa  PPaattrriicckk

Wilmingtonians in multi-
ple age groups did not know
the larger than life
Confederate statuary art
could or would ever be
removed from major  thor-
oughfares of Third and
Market, and Third and Dock
streets.

Sonya Bennetone Patrick
did declare that such down-
town Wilmington Civil War
love notes should be erased
from the public square. Her
thoughts and protests sup-
ported by many Millenials,
GenerationZ  citizens and
others link to changing views

BBYY  BBEEVVEERRLLYY  SSMMAALLLLSS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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PATRICK/Page 2

SONYA PATRICK

REPRESENTATIVE KELLY M. ALEXANDER JR. REPRESENTATIVE TERRY M. BROWN JR.
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BBllaacckk  HHiissttoorryy..

Civil rights groups' issue solidarity statement on
wave of hate crimes against Asian community;

other communities of color
BBYY  HHAAZZEELL  TTRRIICCEE  EEDDNNEEYY

(TriceEdneyWire.com) -
More than 207 national
civil rights organizations
have released a unified
statement condemning the
recent wave of hate crimes
against the Asian commu-
nity; including last week's
massacre in Atlanta where
eight people were mur-
dered. Six were women of
Asian descent.

The March 23 statement,
signed by many Black civil
rights organizations,
including the NAACP, the
National Urban League
and the National Action
Network, marks a new
precedent for communities
of color uniting behind
each other during a season
of rising race hate crimes.

"White supremacist vio-
lence against communities
of color continues to esca-
late, especially in recent
years. The deadly shoot-
ings in the Atlanta area on
March 16 follow an alarm-
ing 150 percent increase in
violence and harassment
against Asians and Asian
Americans, with women
reporting incidents at
twice the rate as men, since
the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic. It is
no coincidence that the
horrific attack targeted
women of color working
low-wage jobs, as women of
color are the most likely to
suffer the consequences of
racism, misogyny, and
white supremacy," the
statement says.

The statement continues,
"The civil and human
rights community con-
demns these misogynistic
and racist attacks and is
united with our local allies
in demanding community-
centered responses to bet-
ter support Asian women
and elders, who have been
disproportionately impact-
ed by the increase in vio-
lence. These responses
must include increased cul-
turally informed support
for survivors and the
broader community; mean-

ingful physical and mental
health care access, includ-
ing for all immigrants; and
economic assistance that
focuses on those who need
it most."

Among other civil and
women's rights organiza-
tions on the list of 207 sig-
natures to the letter are the
Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights,
the lead organization,
which has a diverse mem-
bership of 220 national
organizations.

Other organizations that
signed the statement are
African Communities
Together; American-Arab
A n t i - D i s c r i m i n a t i o n
Committee (ADC), Anti-
Defamation League;
Association of Asian
Pacific Community; Center
for the Study of Hate &
Extremism at California
State University, San
Bernardino;

Chinese American
Citizens Alliance; National
Center for Civil and
Human Rights; National
Council of Negro Women;
National Federation of
Filipino American
Associations; National
Organization for Women;
People For the American
Way; Planned Parenthood

Federation of America
Poverty & Race Research

Action Council; Voice of
Vietnamese Americans;
and YWCA USA.

The statement - without
naming names - specifical-
ly speaks against politi-
cians who participate in
hate speech that has likely
led to the increased vio-
lence. One example of that
might be former President
Donald Trump's calling the
Coronavirus the "China
virus" among his other
descriptions, blaming the
Asian community for the
pandemic.

"Our leaders must take
steps to acknowledge and
address the impact of hate-
ful rhetoric, violence, and
vitriol that have been
directed at Asian
Americans, especially over
the past year. They must
ensure that Asian
American communities,
including local organiza-
tions, have the resources to
effectively support people
targeted for hate," the state-
ment says. "When political
leaders who seek to deepen
divisions and their
enablers dehumanize com-
munities of color and sow
hatred through rhetoric
and policy, they embolden

white supremacists to com-
mit horrific violence. This
is unacceptable. We must
all unite to demand
accountability. Hate has no
place in our country, and
we cannot allow this big-
otry to continue unad-
dressed."

Among other points
made in the statement con-
cerning the danger of the
rising hate:

•  The Office of the
Director of National
Intelligence issued a report
on March 1 warning
Congress about the rising
threat of white suprema-
cists, and in particular,
lone offenders.

• Secretary of Homeland
Security Alejandro
Mayorkas testified on
March 17 that domestic
extremism "poses the most
lethal and persistent ter-

rorism-related threat to the
homeland today."

• Asian Americans
Advan-cing Justice-Atlanta
and Georgia NAACP issued
a collective statement: A
C o m m u n i t y - C e n t e r e d
Response to Violence
Against Asian American
Communities.

• National Asian Pacific
American Women's Forum
issued a call to President
Biden for Emergency
Safety and Relief for Asian
American and Pacific
Islander Communities.

Separately, the Rev. Al
Sharpton and his National
Action Network, held press
conference March 18,
alongside Asian American
Leaders, New York
Mayoral candidates and
"advocates to decry the rise
in hate attacks against the
Asian Community."

The National Action Network, headed by 
the Rev. Al Sharpton, is among 207 organizations

that issued the anti-hate statement.

of local history.
The Confederate statues

were removed in the wake
of protests about the 2020
George Floyd death at the
knee of Minneapolis
Policeman Derrick Chau-
vin. City of Wilmington
officials deemed the, "tem-
porary removal," due to
public safety hazards.

The new racism-related
accountability culture
reached the Port City, and
Patrick's chairmanships of
the New Hanover County
Black Leadership Caucus,
and the regional Black
Lives Matter organization
produced results.

Lower Cape Fear residents
could not have known the
popular recreation area,
Hugh MacRae Park would be
effectively denounced due to
white supremacist views and
activities connected to its
namesake. Patrick declared a
change in name was neces-
sary for public land owned
and maintained with taxpay-
ers' dollars. She led in a move-
ment that resulted in renam-
ing the recreation area "Long
Leaf Park."

The local activist also has
the distinction of being
North Carolina's first
African American elected
as Chairperson for the 7th
Congressional District of
the Democratic Party. Her
oversight designations
include Bladen, Brunswick,
Columbus, Johnston, New
Hanover, Pender, and
Sampson counties, and a
portion of Harnett.

A native Wilmingtonian,
Sonya Jackson Patrick
attended local public schools
during the 1970s and 80s. She
was familiar with school inte-
gration woes and successes,
and heard about the segregat-
ed South.

The daughter of Isaiah
and Mary Ida Jackson has
paternal links to
Wrightsville Sound, and
maternal lineage to the
1800s and Bellamy
Mansion. Her ancestors
were also members of the
Civil War US Colored
Troops.

Patrick's mother was the
first African American
Budget Department
Manager for the local mall
Belk Store. Previously
hired as the second black in
the upscale downtown Belk
Berry Department Store,
Mrs. Jackson  was also a
cultural change agent.

Sonya was reared in a
Christian household with a
heritage of Baptist minis-
ters. She grew up in the his-
toric Central Baptist
Church where the 1898 min-
ister, the Rev. J. Allen Kirk
played a prominent role in
the, "Riot of 1898," accord-
ing to UNC system
archives.

Sonya attended the pri-
vate Episcopal HBCU
(Historically Black
College/University), Saint
Augustine College in
Raleigh. In 1985 she com-
pleted an undergraduate
degree in Computer
Science, and owns a local
business, VIP Associates.

Years ago her attention
was drawn to the work of
Winnie Mandela who main-

tained leadership of the
movement against
Apartheid in South Africa
while husband, Nelson was
imprisoned.

"Learning the structure
of any institution or organ-
ization, including govern-
ment, leads to understand-
ing agendas, how changes
can be made," Patrick said.

As young Democrats, she
and her late husband Ricky
attended district meetings
and conventions.

Those early interactions
led to connections with well
known Party principals.
Mel Williams, Mike
McIntyre, Pamela D.
Campbell, Sandra
Spaulding Hughes, Bev
Purdue, the late Senator
Luther Jordan, and
Kenneth Davis prepare
them for future social jus-
tice activities.

Amid giggles she recalled
an Aunt, better known as
Apostle Willie Rhames,
from a small Pentecostal
church prophesying after
observing her campaign
activities for President
Obama. "She said, 'You are
going to be in politics.' But
you know how they talk,
and I paid little attention to
it," Patrick said.

One week later Helen
Worthy, a Party leader
called asking her to become
chairperson of the mostly
white Democratic Women's
regional groups. A shocked
Patrick accepted and has
organized all nine regional
units. When she became
chairman only four  of nine
groups were functioning.

Patrick is now focused is
on renewing conversations

and actions regarding repa-
rations for African
Americans. Efforts have fal-
tered  after major wins in
2014, she said.

One possible rectifying
example could provide
scholarships to any NC col-
lege or university for
descendants of family units
interrupted or banished
during the  local 1898 insur-
rection, she suggested.

Rebuilding Black busi-
nesses, supporting the
Black Church, the Black
Press and other entities
negatively affected in 1898
are other ideas.

Sonya Patrick used her
community contacts and
organizational skills for a
successful 2021 Wilmington
Journal capital campaign.
Her work to preserve the
African-American owned
newspaper is attributed to
her respect of history, and a
mission to support impor-
tant community resources
in the NC 7th
Congressional District.

On March 30 the Black
Lives Matter, and National
Black Leadership Caucus
organizations will partici-
pate in a virtual Louisville
public meeting on the
Breonna Taylor, "No Knock
Warrant," shooting by
police. (For information
about the virtual Taylor
meeting, or any of Patrick's
organizations contact:

newhanoverblackleader-
ship@gmail.com

ncdpcongressional7thdis
trict@ gmail.com 

blacklivesmatter1898@g
mail.com

For Text Alerts: "Join" to
833 683 0515

PATRICK
Continued from Page 1
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HHOOLLDD  OONN  TTOO  YYOOUURR  
VVAACCCCIINNAATTIIOONN  CCAARRDD

[WILMINGTON] Many of
us are finally getting our
second COVID-19 shots of
either the Pfizer or the
Moderna vaccines, and

have the cards nurses gave
us afterward. Experts cau-
tion to make sure you hold
on to those cards. They tell
when, where and what kind
of vaccine you've received,
as well as how many doses
(if you've receive the single
shot Johnson & Johnson),
your card should reflect
that. You may need those
cards to prove your vacci-
nation status down the
road, like if you plan to fly,
for instance. Keep them in a

safe place.

WWHHIITTEE  CCRREEEEDDMMOOOORR
CCOOMMIISSSSIIOONNEERR  
VVEERRBBAALLLLYY  AATTTTAACCKKSS
BBLLAACCKK  CCIITTYY  WWOORRKKEERR,,
GGEETTSS  BBAANNNNEEDD  FFRROOMM  
BBUUIILLDDIINNGG

[CREEDMOOR] A White
Creedmoor city commis-
sioner is now banned from
City Hall after she admit-
tedly went to the office of a
Black city administrator
and verbally assaulted her

to the point where the
police chief had to step in.
Commissioner  Georgana
Kicinski has actually
agreed with her colleagues,
who voted to ban her from
City Hall except in case of
an official meeting. She
voted with the board to also
censure her for her behav-
ior. The Black city adminis-
trator is seeking a restrain-
ing order, and says the cen-
sure and an apology isn't
enough.

GGOOVV..  CCOOOOPPEERR  EEAASSEESS
CCOOVVIIDD--1199  RREESSTTRRIICCTTIIOONNSS

[RALEIGH] By executive
order, Gov. Roy Cooper
Tuesday announced that he
is relaxing restrictions put
in place to manage the
COVID-19 pandemic
throughout the state for the
past year. Those restric-
tions, along with increased
vaccinations, have helped
to trend the prevalence of
the coronavirus down. Now
retail store, barbershops

and salons can operate at
100% capacity. Restaurants,
gyms and pools can operate
at 75%, and 100% outdoors.
Bars, arenas and confer-
ence centers can operate at
50%. All businesses will
still mandate masks, and
the 6 foot apart rule.

STATE BRIEFSSTATE BRIEFS

CCOOMMPPIILLEEDD  BBYY
CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS

GOP-led legislature
moves to counter
federal voting law

REV. WILLIAM BARBER IS SPECIAL GUEST AT
EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH IN ATLANTA WHERE

SENATOR  RAPHAE WARNOCK IS PASTOR.

If passed by the Democrat-led U.S. Congress, H. R. 1 (also
known as the "For the People Act") will allow no-excuse mail-in
voting, automatic voter registration, and mandate at least 15 days
of early voting.

"Since the January election, some 250 voter suppression bills
have been introduced by state legislatures all across the country
from Georgia to Arizona, from New Hampshire to Florida, using
the big lie of voter fraud as a pretext for voter suppression," said
Sen. Raphael Warnock [D-GA] during his first speech on the
Senate floor since being elected, endorsing H. R. 1, which has been
passed in the U. S. House of Representatives.

It would also counter most of the so-called "election integrity"
measures Sen. Warnock referenced, being passed by a plethora of
Republican-led state legislatures across the country, measures,
critics say, that target Black, young and other voters who are not
likely to choose the Republican Party in future elections to come.

"It is the single most dangerous piece of legislation before
Congress, " Sen. Ted Cruz [R-TX] told Fox News recently. "What I
call …the corrupt politicians act." 

"If Democrats pass H. R. 1, it's going to be absolutely devastat-
ing for Republicans in this country," a Georgia Republican strate-
gist recently told ABC News.

Apparently North Carolina's legislative Republicans got the
memo because beyond the one "election integrity" bill they've
filed this session so far (more are expected), this week they've also
filed House Joint Resolution 330 - "expressing North Carolina's
opposition to any federal action infringing upon the State's consti-
tutional authority to manage, control and administer elections." 

The joint resolution goes on to state that the U.S. Constitution
"vests power in the states" to employ their own election law, and
that the federal government does not "delegate" that power.

The proposed resolution then calls out H. R. 1, "…a bill intro-
duced in the United States Congress [that] would obliterate the
constitutional arrangement between states and the government
of the United States by usurping the constitution power of states
[to control elections] by prohibiting various practices and man-
dating others, such as forcing states to conduct an election over an
extended period of time, prohibiting states from maintaining
voter rolls free from error and obsolete information, and forcing
states to accept an elector who does not register to vote in
advance, mandates related to mail voting, prohibitions against
regulating ballot harvesting, and scores of other intrusions into
the power of state to [control]…their elections…." 

Section 1 of the joint resolution then makes it clear that H. R. 1
is not welcome in North Carolina.

"The members of the North Carolina General Assembly
oppose any attempt by the federal government to usurp, or other-
wise interfere with, the State's legislative sovereign authority
over the [control] of elections." 

House Joint Resolution 330 has lots of bark, but legally has lit-
tle bite, which is why Republicans are so desperate to stop it. As
in years past, the federal government does have the right to pro-
tect the voting rights of all U. S. citizens, especially if it sees a his-
tory of violations on the part of states in the past.

Given North Carolina's notorious past of federal court deci-
sions decrying its discriminatory voter ID and unconstitutional
redistricting policies, it is no surprise that H. R. 1, if it becomes
law, would not be welcomed by Republicans here.

BBYY  CCAASSHH  MMIICCHHAAEELLSS
OOFF  TTHHEE  WWIILLMMIINNGGTTOONN  JJOOUURRNNAALL

““IIff  tthhee  lliioonnss  ddoo  nnoott  wwrriittee  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  hhiissttoorryy,,  

tthheenn  tthhee  hhuunntteerrss    wwiillll  ggeett  aallll  tthhee  ccrreeddiitt..””

----------AANN  AAFFRRIICCAANN  PPRROOVVEERRBB



(TriceEdneyWire.com)

““II can't remember
ever having expe-
rienced racism

separate from sexism. When I
turn into a lane too slowly on
the streets of Los Angeles, I am
not surprised if someone rolls
down the window to call me a
‘c---- b-----.’ When I reject or
ignore sexual propositions
from white men, some come

back at me
with racial
slurs and
even threats.
Even the per-
ception that I
will not fight
back if I am
attacked ra-
cially is a
form of
racism inter-
secting with
sexism. This

is the lived reality for too many
Asian American women.” –
Sociologist and author Nancy
Wang Yuen

This week our nation suf-
fered another deadly shooting
spree inspired by misogyny
and racism, enabled by irre-
sponsibly lax firearm regula-
tion.

A self-described “sex addict”
seeking to rid himself of
“temptation” fatally shot eight
people at Atlanta-area massage
parlors, six of them women of
Asian descent. The initial
response of investigators, who
downplayed the role of race in
the killings, revealed a disturb-
ing ignorance of the nation’s
history of sexualized racism
and violence.

Even the agency investigat-

ing the shootings appears to be
steeped in anti-Asian senti-
ment. Not only did its
spokesman express empathy
for the shooter, saying he was
“at the end of his rope” and
was having “a really bad day,”
but that same sheriff ’s deputy
has made anti-Asian social
media posts and promoted a
racist t-shirt.

The suspect purchased a gun
just hours before the killings;
Georgia requires no waiting
period for firearms sales. The
state has earned an “F” from
the Giffords Law Center on its
on their annual scorecard of
gun laws in all 50 states. Easy
access to firearms – most back-
ground checks take about 100
seconds, according to Giffords’
executive director – is especial-
ly deadly in a climate of rising
hate crimes and record levels of
white supremacist propagan-
da.

Just last week, Center for
the Study of Hate and
Extremism at California State
University reported that hate
crimes targeting Asian people
rose by nearly 150 percent
over the last year, stoked by
former President Trump cyn-
ically seeking a scapegoat for
his tragic mishandling of the
coronavirus pandemic.

White supremacist propa-
ganda in the form of flyers,
stickers, banners and graffiti
doubled in 2020, reaching the
highest level ever recorded by
the Anti-Defamation League.

Stop AAPI Hate, a national
coalition addressing anti-
Asian discrimination during
the pandemic, received nearly
3,800 reports of hate incidents
over the last year, ranging

from verbal harassment to
workplace discrimination to
physical assault. When
women are the targets, racial
slurs are often accompanied
by crude references to sex.

"Killing Asian American
women to eliminate a man's
temptation speaks to the his-
tory of the objectification of
Asian and Asian American
women as variations of the
Asian temptress, the dragon
ladies and the lotus blossoms,
whose value is only in rela-
tion to men's fantasies and
desires," Sung Yeon
Choimorrow, executive direc-
tor of the nonprofit National
Asian Pacific American
Women's Forum, said.

The National Urban
League rejects the objectifica-
tion, fetishization and stereo-
typing of women of color. Our
hearts are with the families
who lost their loved ones,
including Delaina Yaun,
mother of a 13-year-old boy
and an 8-month-old baby girl;
Paul Andre Michels, an Army
veteran and business owner;
Xiaojie Yan, owner of the spa
where she was shot; and
Daoyou Feng. Police have not
released the names of the
other four victims, but our
prayers are also with them
and Elcias R. Hernandez-
Ortiz, who was wounded.

Last month, the National
Urban League and other civil
rights and social justice
groups outlined a comprehen-
sive set of actions to combat
anti-Asian hate and violence.
These include:

Enacting comprehensive
hate crime laws at both the
state and local levels and

ensuring that law enforce-
ment agencies fully imple-
ment and enforce them;

Uniform Crime Reporting
agencies need to standardize
and include more details in
their documentation of hate
crimes;

Local law enforcement and
state agencies should fully
comply with the Hate Crimes
Statistics Act, and efforts
should be made to include
detailed data on the Asian
American and Native
Hawaiian, Pacific Islander
communities;

A public campaign to push
back on hate speech promot-
ed by government officials
and those running for office;
and

Greater investment in lin-
guistically and culturally
competent community
resources.

After four years of policy,
rhetoric and messaging at
the highest levels of govern-
ment that fanned the flames
of bigotry and inspired acts
of violence against commu-
nities of color, the pandemic
has brought us to a cross-
roads. It exposed America’s
racial fault lines in nearly
every indicator – health care,
economic stability, justice,
and democracy -and forced
the nation to confront its
legacy of white supremacy.
We must seize the opportuni-
ty to create lasting change by
emerging from this crisis a
stronger nation determined
to achieve a more perfect
union for all its people.

“Marc Morial is
President/CEO of the
National Urban League.

(TriceEdneyWire.com)

TT he right to vote is the essential foundation of democra-
cy. Yet today, across America, there is a systematic cam-
paign by one party to curtail the right to vote, targeted

particularly at minorities and the young. As the Brennan Center
for Justice reports,

Republicans have introduced more than 250 legislative bills in
43 states that would make voting more difficult. The campaign is
propelled by the big lie spread by Donald Trump that the 2020
presidential election was stolen from him. Republicans claim to
be intent on restoring people’s confidence in the election system.

In fact, Trump’s lies were refuted by state Republican election
officials, by federal courts, many presided over by Trump-
appointed judges, and by Trump’s own attorney general.
Republican senators and legislators and elected state officials do
not question the legitimacy of their victories. Yet they are now

using Trump’s big lie as the rationale for sup-
pressing the right to vote. Many of the legislative
changes are surgically targeted to impact Black
and minority voters.

In Georgia, for example, Republicans are push-
ing legislation to limit early inperson voting
days, to end no-excuse mail voting (except for vot-
ers over 65, who tend to vote Republican), and to
limit the hours that mail ballot drop boxes will be
open. They even seek to end Sunday in-person
voting in the weeks leading up to the election, to
curtail the “souls to the polls” efforts by Black
churches to encourage civic participation.

Georgia election officials notoriously cut the
number of polling stations, particularly in Fulton County, where
Black voters are concentrated. That forced voters to wait for
hours in long lines to cast a vote.

That, of course, made it more difficult for workers and those
who were ailing to vote. Now to make it even harder, Republican
legislators seek to prohibit volunteers from giving water and food
to those waiting in line. Lines themselves are a national disgrace.
The ban on water and food is an offense against basic decency.
Sadly, in America, the right to vote has always been contested.

The Founders limited the right to vote to male property own-
ers; neither women nor, needless to say, slaves could vote. It took
massive struggles — and eventually a Civil War — to end slavery
and gain the right to vote for African Americans. But almost
immediately, across the South, the Confederate establishment
erected Jim Crow laws to enforce segregation and devised a range
of tactics — from poll taxes, to rigged exams to plain violent
intimidation — to keep African Americans from voting.

One of the first objectives of the civil rights movement was pas-
sage of the Voting Rights Act, mandating federal protection of the
right to vote, and prior federal review of changes that would dis-
criminate against African Americans. Today’s Republicans — the
modern-day Confederates — are brazen in their efforts to ensure
that only the “right” people vote. The gang of five right-wing jus-
tices on the Supreme Court gutted the Voting Rights Act, opening
the floodgates to discriminatory state restrictions.

The election in 2022 will be the first post-census election since
the gutting of the Voting Rights Act. And Republicans are once
more intent on making it harder for minorities to vote. The U.S.
House of Representatives passed essential legislation — H.R. 1,
the For the People Act — to provide federal standards to elections
to federal office. H.R. 1 (labeled S1 in the Senate) would provide for
automatic voter registration and same-day voter registration. It
would mandate a minimum of 15 days for early voting, with polls
open at least 10 hours per day so that workers might have a chance
to vote. It would limit purges of voting rolls.

The new law would require nonpartisan citizen commissions
to do redistricting after a new census. It would require super PACs
and “dark money” operations to disclose their donors. It would
provide matching grants for small donations, reducing the force
of big money in our elections. These are simply common-sense
standards for a clean election system.

Yet Republicans furiously denounce them, and Senate
Republicans promise to filibuster against the act, blocking its pas-
sage unless Democrats can unify around suspending the fili-
buster in order to allow the majority to pass it. Over the last years,
America has become increasingly polarized politically. But
democracy — and the right to vote — must be above partisanship.

There ought to be universal support for creating an election
system that makes voting easy, limits big money and requires
nonpartisan redistricting. It is shameful that the efforts to sup-
press the vote of African Americans and others that were perfect-
ed under segregation are being revived in a new guise in the 21st
century. Americans must mobilize to demand that the Senate pass
H.R. 1 to protect the right to vote.

And whether it passes or not, African Americans, Latinos, the
young should see the efforts to suppress their vote as the insult
that it is. And we should mobilize to vote in large numbers — over-
coming whatever barriers are put in our way — to reaffirm our
democratic rights, and to hold accountable those who would try to
trample them.

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr., is the founder of Rainbow Coalition.
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VVOOIICCEE  YYOOUURR  OOPPIINNIIOONN!!
WWRRIITTEE  AA  LLEETTTTEERR  TTOO
TTHHEE  EEDDIITTOORR  TTOODDAAYY

The Wilmington Journal was founded on
the principle of the Black Press Credo. The
Black Press believes that America can best
lead the world away from racial and
national antagonism when it accords to
every person, regardless of race, color or
creed, full human and legal rights. Hating

no person in the firm belief that all are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.

The Wilmington Journal welcomes letters from its readers. All
letters are subject to editing. We will not publish pseudonymous
letters. All correspondence must include a home address and a
daytime phone number. All correspondence must be signed,
unless it is e-mailed. Letters may be sent to our Physical Address:
412 S. 7th Street, 28401 or our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1020,
28402. We also accept letters via e-mail at wilmjourn@aol.com or
via fax at (910) 343-1334.
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TThhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  vvoottee  iiss  tthhee  
ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  ddeemmooccrraaccyy

Rev. Jesse
Jackson, Sr.

Marc
Morial

TO BE EQUALTO BE EQUAL
##SSttooppAAssiiaannHHaattee::  

RRaacciissmm,,  mmiissooggyynnyy  aanndd  eeaassyy  aacccceessss  ttoo  gguunnss  aarree  aa  ddeeaaddllyy  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonn

PPrroopphheettiicc  ppoolliittiiccss  aanndd  BBllaacckk  AAmmeerriiccaa::  ““WWhhaatt  wwiillll  yyoouu  ddoo  uunnttoo  tthhee  lleeaasstt  ooff  tthheessee??””
(NNPANewswire)

II f it were not for the
Black Church in
America, our long

struggle for freedom, justice,
equality, equity, and empower-
ment would not have made

the progress
that has been
accomplished
over the past
500 to 400
years. I speak
in the tradi-
tion of my
Presbyterian
g reat -g reat
grandfather,
The Reverend
John Chavis
(1763-1838) in
North Caro-

lina and The Reverend Nat
Turner (1800-1831) in
Virginia.

Depending on when you
define the beginning of the
international Transatlantic
Slave Trade will give you a
deeper insight on why the
religious, political, and histor-
ical perspectives of people of
African descent still matter in
the United States and across
the African Diaspora in 2021.

The Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr in his theolog-
ical genius, courage, and
prophetic utterances, chal-
lenged all of us when he clear-
ly stated, “An injustice any-
where is a threat to justice
everywhere.” Black church
leaders uphold the tradition

of speaking truth to power.
It is, therefore, a reaffirma-

tion of my faith in the one-
ness of God and the oneness
of humanity that I must join
to publicly support my
African American clergy
leaders in Washington, DC
and across the nation who
dare to remind even some of
our own local African
American elected officials
that we all should stand for
helping those among us who
are less fortunate, poor, home-
less, malnourished, impris-
oned, returning-from-prison,
and destitute.

To that end, a group of dis-
tinguished African American
clergy leaders and other com-
munity leaders on March 9,
2021 sent an urgent letter of
concern to The Honorable
Vincent C. Gray, DC Ward 7
City Councilmember and for-
mer Mayor of Washington,
DC. I consider Vincent Gray a
friend that I have admired
over the past years.

The ministers expressed
their strong objection to an
effort that Councilmember
Gray is leading to terminate
the contract of the service
provider currently running
the short-term housing pro-
gram at The Horizon in Ward
7.

As the letter points out, that
program has been delivering
an essential service to fami-
lies in desperation and facing
homelessness. And the social
service provider that the city

entrusted to provide this
essential service, CORE DC,
has been lauded by city offi-
cials as a dedicated and ideal
partner.

It is therefore troubling
that anyone would want to
end this, particularly since
the program is a bedrock of
stability for those most in
need, as well as a transforma-
tive centerpiece of
Washington, DC Mayor
Muriel Bowser’s effective
fight against poverty in the
nation’s capital city.

The ministers argue that
Councilmember Gray’s effort
has nothing to do with the
exemplary services CORE DC
continues to provide. Instead,
the ministers say this is all
driven by Councilmember
Gray’s opposition to a com-
pletely unrelated project
involving the federal govern-
ment’s plan to contract CORE
DC to provide critically need-
ed reentry services for men
returning home from periods
of incarceration in federal
prison.

We hope that is not, in fact,
what’s unfolding, particularly
at a time when a pandemic
has exacerbated the despera-
tion of individuals who are on
the economic margins of soci-
ety, but the ministers are nev-
ertheless adamant in their
plea.

“The effort to dismantle
this program is troubling
enough on its own,” the min-
isters write. “But it is even

worse in light of the fact that
you have openly – and at times
inexplicably – taken a hostile
stance against CORE DC
regarding the organization’s
plans to open another facility
in Ward 7, a residential reen-
try center for returning citi-
zens.”

I am hopeful and prayerful
that Councilmember Gray
will respond affirmatively
and will heed the requests of
church and community lead-
ers to support CORE DC and
The Horizon residential facili-
ties in Ward 7 to continue to
offer critical needed services
to DC’s homeless and those
returning citizens from pris-
ons and jails.

There will always be politi-
cal differences among elected
officials. Yet, differences of
opinion about public policies
among elected officials
should never rise to the occa-
sion to permit a turning of
backs on the poor and the
homeless. In other words,
those who are privileged to
make decisions that will
impact the quality of life of
others should always be con-
cerned about the least of
those among us.

All of the major metropoli-
tan areas in the United States
are facing the challenges of
homelessness and poverty.
While we live in the richest

Dr.
Benjamin
Chavis Jr.

CHAVIS
Continued on page 5
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TThhiinn  lliinnee
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - 

II am not an outdoors-
person, but I am natu-
rally curious and pay

attention to my surround-
ings. Being observant satis-
fies my curiosities and
affords me better under-
standing of how we crea-
tures behave and interact.

In my youth, I can remem-
ber going outside and seeing
numerous shiny lines in the
garden, on steps, and, some-
times, windows and doors. I,
first, ignored those lines,
but, eventually, asked my
mother what they were. She
said they were the trails left
by slugs foraging through
our garden, often ruining
our vegetables. She
explained that table salt
could kill them. I did not like
slugs then and I do not like
them now.

Thinking abstractly, those
slimy slugs have become
analogous to Donald J.
Trump, his acolytes, and
their willingness to destroy
the fabric of this nation’s
democracy for self-aggran-
dizement and to create an
environment of racial supe-
riority. Like the slugs of our
garden, their initial damage
may be minimized, but, left
unchecked, their damage
can be significant.

After January 20th, I
intended to leave Trump and
his administration in the
dust heaps unpleasant mem-
ories, but disclosures of his
gross mismanagement, dis-
regard for the public welfare,

and connec-
tion to
churning of
sediments
of racial
discord de-
serve com-
ment. More-
over, emerg-
ing evi-
dence of
Trump’s at-
tempt to
r e p l i c a t e

the permanent, autocratic
strongmen he admires
(Putin, Kim, and Erdogan)
requires a challenge to the
potential destruction of our
nation’s democratic princi-
ples and viability of our
institutional constructs.

Although gone, Trump
has left thousands of disci-
ples willing to act seditious-
ly to overthrow our current
government in his behalf. He
has opened a floodgate of
racism and intolerance that
will not close, and he has
been the founder of
“Institutional Lies,” which
with his other infractions,
cause suffering among those

he targets.
January 6, 2021 is testa-

ment to the influence Trump
has over a radical right pop-
ulace willing to supplant our
250-year democracy in favor
of an evolving dictatorship.
One should not breathe a
sigh of relief yet. January
6th failed to interrupt gov-
ernment process, but, among
the Trump faithful, there
remains a willingness to
immediately reinstate him
to the seat of power.

If you listen without your
crazy filters, you will hear
highly placed Trump loyal-
ists present thoughts that
are only to be said “quietly.”
A chief example is Senator
Ron Johnson from
Wisconsin. Tone deaf and
blind to the obvious vio-
lence, Johnson expressed
collaborative belief systems
with January 6th terrorists
in opposition to Black Lives
Matter demonstrators of
this past summer. I welcome
anyone to explain his state-
ments without using the lens
of race.

Few need to be reminded
of Trump’s lies throughout
the COVID pandemic. The
number of lives lost to these
lies can only be speculated,
but it is doubtful that State
and local governments and
individual citizens would

have responded as negligent-
ly without the endorsement
of the president.

Despite Trump’s protesta-
tions of inaccuracy, a report
from the Director of
National Intelligence con-
firms that Russia was a prin-
cipal actor in efforts to sup-
port Trump in 2016 and 2020
and discredit the Biden cam-
paign. Willing actors (Ex:
Rudi Giuliani) were used to
spread Russian, anti-Biden
dis-information and promote
a lack of confidence in the
election process.

Too many Trump trans-
gressions have emerged for
us to believe we are done
with him. Like the slug, his
slime tells where he’s been,
but we have no real knowl-
edge of where he’s going,
and what he plans to do.
Increased voter suppression
activities may give us a hint.
He holds sway over too many
people for us to relax.

His obvious trail of slime
reminds us that, although
gone, he and his acolytes are
eager to leave a trail of dis-
cord and destruction for us
to fall victim to.

Dr. E. Faye Williams is
President of the National
Congress of Black Women
and host of "Wake Up and
Stay Woke" on WPFW-89.3
FM.

CRAZY FAITH MINISTRIESCRAZY FAITH MINISTRIES
TThhee  ddiisseenncchhaannttmmeenntt  

wwiitthh  ddeemmooccrraaccyy

BB efore the "former guy" won the presidential election in
2016, I was sitting in a country club, waiting for a friend
to show up. Full disclosure: he was a member of the

country club, not me.
I was sitting at a table near four white women, obviously out for

an afternoon with the girls. Our tables were very close to each
other and they were talking loud enough for me to hear them. In
retrospect, they may have been talking loud intentionally, to make

sure I heard them.
They were going on and on about Donald

Trump. He had apparently mesmerized them.
They talked about how Obama had ruined the
country, and about how they were sure he was a
Muslim. With what sounded like genuine sad-
ness, they talked about how "their" country had
slipped to a place from which it would never
recover, and they talked about how they loved Mr.
Trump and about how he was "so patriotic."

I was flummoxed, not about their disdain
about Mr. Obama, although I did not see the
ruination of the country that they did. No, what I
was taken aback by was their declaration that he

was such a patriot. I had to do a quick search of all I had learned
about him - but nothing in my memories corresponded or led to a
conclusion about his patriotism. Yes, he talked about making
America first, but I was not sure what that really meant. For these
women, however, he was not only a patriot but one to be highly
respected.

The would-be president had avoided the military draft five
times - four times as a college student, and one time after gradua-
tion for a physical impediment: bone spurs. (https://www.busi-
nessinsider.com/donald-trump-avoided-the-military-draft-which-
was-common-at-the-time-vietnam-war-2018-12) During his presi-
dency, he insulted families of soldiers killed in Niger, including La
David Johnson (https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2017/10/don-
ald-trump-grieving-military-family) and insulted the Gold Star
parents of Humayun Khan, who was killed in action.
(https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2017/10/donald-trump-griev-
ing-military-family) He insulted the late Sen. John McCain by dis-
paraging his military service, including being a prisoner of war,
saying he didn't consider McCain a hero and explaining that he
liked soldiers who didn't get captured.
(https://www.votevets.org/press/gold-star-mother-responds-to-
t r u m p - c o m m e n t s - o n - t h e - k h a n - f a m i l y )
(https://www.npr.org/2019/03/21/705598385/among-false-claims-
trump-attacked-mccain-for-failing-veterans) 

I thought patriots were those who respected the United States
military because they fought to save democracy, but what is clear
is that though the "former guy" and many of his adorers, their
conception of "our country" is not necessarily that for which the
soldiers fought. It seems that "our country," to them, should be an
authoritarian government, led by one man, with the traditional
characteristic features of democracy - i.e., the three branches of
government - all collapsed into the hands of one totalitarian
leader.

The disenchantment with democracy that is being felt in this
country is not isolated to the United States; governments all over
the world are choosing autocratic governments over democracy.
The question is, why? In a survey taken by the Pew Research
Center, 51 percent of people living in democracies are disenchant-
ed with their government because of the state of the economy, the
surge of immigrants, and troubling health care.
(https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2019/04/29/many-across-
the-globe-are-dissatisfied-with-how-democracy-is-working/)
There is also disgust with what is perceived domination of the
government by "the elite," and, in this country, a belief that "the
deep state" is the enemy of the people.

What is confusing, however, is that the people who said they
loved democracy had no issue with "the former guy" who was sys-
tematically dismantling of this nation's institutions  They were
mostly silent as he erased America's footprints off of the path of
global solidarity by breaking  relationships with its allies and
sociopolitical institutions like the World Health Organization
(https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/29/trump-says-the-us-will-cut-
ties-with-world-health-organization.html) and the Paris Climate
Agreement (
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/01/climate/trump-paris-cli-
mate-agreement.html) was why Americans would go along with
his agenda.

How can one be a patriot, and how can a country be a democra-
cy, if the leader is systematically tearing it down in plain sight?

Authoritarian governments have long been the preference of
many world leaders. Even the founders of this country disap-
proved of "too much" involvement "by the people" in running the
government. Their presence and their voice would disrupt the
balance of power which the founders worked deftly to form and to
protect. (https://medium.com/@steven_feeney/we-are-watching-
the-hijacking-of-the-united-states-and-the-united-kingdom-
bebef26c8680) People, it seems, do not like too much diversity or
too much liberalism. In this country, the fact that we are an ethni-
cally diverse nation bothers some lawmakers and citizens to their
very cores. What they want is familiarity and a return to a time
when things and people could be controlled, kept in their place,
and frightened by the power wielded against them to keep them
quiet.

Cable news hosts are saying that democracy persisted, but the
truth is that democracy is hanging on by a thin thread. This gov-
ernment seems like it is on the down side of a hill it has been
climbing for some time, and when they/we get down that side of
the hill, what we see and experience will be much different from
the life we have learned to appreciate.

We will echo the song of the Israelites, we will be in a strange
land, and we, too, will weep when we remember Zion.

© Copyright Susan K Smith. Please consider purchasing my
latest book, With Liberty and Justice for Some: The Bible, the
Constitution, and Racism in America. 

Rev. Susan
K. Smith

Dr. E. Faye
Williams

AA  vveerryy  bbaadd  ddaayy
(TriceEdneyWire.com) 

II have bad days, even very
bad days, as we all do.
Example. I woke up late

on a day when I had an 8 am
meeting. Most days, I'm up
before 6, but this day I just blew
it. So I'm in a rush, and the new
pair of pantyhose runs at the
touch of my unmanicured nail.
Gotta find a new pair. Go out to
my car. No gas. Call an Uber.
They late.

When I get to my appoint-
ment, a scant 5 minutes late, I
am met by the assistant of an
anal man who says he has to
reschedule because I am too
late (5 minutes!) to accommo-
date. So I decide to get a coffee
at Starbucks and meander to
my lunch meeting, a few blocks
away.

But when I check my cell, I
realize that my lunch meeting
is canceled. I make my way
home, frustrated and annoyed.
A very bad day. I don’t go buy
myself a 9-millimeter gun or
drive by a bunch of places
where the white men who have
frustrated me are employed. I
don't kill a bunch of people. I
don't tell anyone there is some
sexual obsession that drove me
to insanity.

Instead, I do what I often do
when I am frustrated. I get

some ice cream, preferably but-
ter pecan, and take a small
spoon to the big pint. Maybe I
have a unique cognac. Or, I call
out for some bbq brisket and

fried Brussel
sprouts. Worst
case scenario,
I sit in front of
my fireplace
and shed a few
tears for my
man, recently
departed, who
always talked
me out of frus-
tration.

I cannot understand why
Cherokee County Captain Jay
Baker, the spokesperson for the
law enforcement group that
captured the depraved murder-
er, would describe his actions
as "a very bad day." Of course,
he has since apologized and
was removed from his
spokesperson duties. And of
course, his boss has described
his words as the source of
"much debate and anger."

I guess Jay Bakerjusthad “a
very bad day”. But not as bad a
day as Delania Ashley Young,
33, Xiaojie Tanm 49, Do you
Feng, 44, Paul Michels, 54, and
four others experienced. It was
a white boy bad day that left
eight people dead. This rude

recounting of a massacre is the
essence of White supremacy.
You make it all about you.
Eight people are dead, six of
the Asian American women.

And you had a bad day! Let
me tell you about bad days.
Vincent Chin, a Chinese
American engineer, ran into
some depraved white Chrystler
employees on June 22, 1982.
They blamed him, and folks
like him, for the job cuts that
Chrystler imposed due to
Japanese imports (Chinese,
Japanese,not the same thing).
Chin was beaten to death, and
his murderers got a $3000 fine
and 3 years probation. The
message – Asian lives don't
matter. Or, more intersectional-
ly, “other” lives don’t matter.

Racist hate has racial dehu-
manization as its roots. You
can't lynch Black people unless
you think they are something
less than human. You couldn't
do that to your mother or
brother or sister. You can't sex-
ualize and shoot Asian
American women unless you
think they are less than
human. Would you shoot your
aunt or cousin to satisfy your
sexual dysfunction?

George Floyd had a "very
bad day" when Derek Chauvin
killed him with a nearly 9-
minute knee to the neck.

Sandra Bland had a "very bad
day" when a rabid Brian
Encina decided to arrest her
for both a minor traffic offense
and for her unwillingness to
bow down in front of him.
Twelve-year-old Tamir Rice
had a very bad day when, just
seconds after sighting him, the
much-maligned Timothy
Loehmann (fired from another
Ohio police department) exe-
cuted him.

Dylan Roof, the deranged
white man who shot up
Emanuel African Episcopal
Church in Carolina church and
killed nine people, had such a
bad day that the men who
arrested him took him to
Burger King to get a sandwich.
In other words, your bad day
can result in my murder. Your
sexual dysfunction becomes
my problem. Your gross igno-
rance puts me at risk because I
am a woman – Black, Brown,
Asian, Native American. There
is a genderized component to
American racism, and this gen-
derized component makes it
okay for an intellectually vacu-
ous law enforcement official to
describe a vicious massacre as
“a very bad day”. Bad for who?

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is an
economist and author.  She can
be reached at julian-
nemalveaux.com.

Dr. Julianne
Malveaux

BBllaacckk  ffaarrmmeerrss  aanndd  CCOOVVIIDD  rreelliieeff
(TriceEdneyWire.com)

II f you ever begin to
doubt that elections
matter, think about

Black farmers.
The new COVID relief law

takes significant steps to
address decades of shameful
discrimination against Black
farmers by the federal govern-
ment. And that would not have
happened without voters put-
ting Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris in the White House and
giving Democrats a majority
in the Senate.

The discrimination is well-
documented. So is its devastat-
ing impact on Black farming
families.

Consider a few statistics.
One hundred years ago, there
were more than 925,000 Black-
run farms. By 2017, that num-
ber had dropped by more than
95 percent. Today less than
two percent of farmers in the
U.S. are Black, and 98 percent
of farmland is owned by white
landowners.

Part of the problem is state
laws that often force the sale of
inherited farmland for pen-
nies on the dollar. But this is
not a problem confined to the
Confederate states or the Jim
Crow era. This is largely a
problem of intentional dis-
crimination by employees of
the federal government.

Bigoted bureaucrats and
discriminatory policies at the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture and its Farmers
Home Administration lending

agency abused Black farmers
for decades. Black farms were
falsely classified as unproduc-
tive. Farmers were unfairly
denied loans that they were
entitled to receive. The gov-
ernment stalled and buried

their com-
plaints about
d i s c r i m i n a -
tion. Land was
taken and
given to white
farmers.

Senate De-
mocrats re-
ported recent-
ly that Black
farmers in the
South have
lost more than

12 million acres of farmland
since the 1950s.

In 1982, the U.S. Civil Rights
Commission said that the
Farmers Home
Administration’s unrespon-
siveness “hindered the efforts
of Black small farmers to
remain a viable force in agri-
culture.” During the 1990s,
many farmers were cut out of
meaningful help they should
have gotten from lawsuit set-
tlements.

Official neglect and mis-
treatment of Black farmers
continued into the 21st
Century: one study found that
from 2006 to 2016, the federal
government was six times as
likely to foreclose on a Black
farmer as on a white one.
Money handed out by the
Trump administration to sur-
vive the trade war he started,

and to help farmers deal with
the pandemic, mostly
bypassed Black farmers.

Last fall, Sens. Cory Booker,
Elizabeth Warren and Kirsten
Gillibrand introduced the
Justice for Black Farmers Act.
It was designed to address and
correct the discrimination
that “caused Black farmers to
lose millions of acres of farm-
land and robbed Black farm-
ers and their families of hun-
dreds of billions of dollars of
inter-generational wealth.”

And then the 2020 elections
created powerful opportuni-
ties for Black farmers. During
the first week of the Biden-
Harris administration, the
Department of Agriculture
halted debt collection and
foreclosure for thousands of
farmers behind in federal loan
payments, many of them
Black. Newly elected Sen.
Raphael Warnock—thank
you, Georgia voters!—intro-
duced the Emergency Relief
for Farmers of Color Act,
which became part of the
COVID relief legislation
known as the American
Rescue Plan.

That measure, passed by
Congress and signed into law
by President Biden includes
$10 billion to support agricul-
ture. About half of that is set
aside to help Black farmers
through debt relief, educa-
tion, training, and land acqui-
sition. The law includes $4
billion in direct aid to get
farmers out of debt. And it
includes $1 billion to create

and fund a commission to
deal with the longstanding
discrimination and inequity
in USDA programs.

And Senator Booker has
reintroduced last year’s bill,
which would include a pro-
gram for getting land into the
hands of Black farmers,
other farmers of color, and
other “underserved produc-
ers.”

These long-overdue steps
toward reversing generations
of wrongdoing are not just
the result of a single election.
They are the fruit of decades
of organizing by Black farm-
ers and their advocates to doc-
ument and challenge racist
discrimination and injustice.
And to get Black people and
their allies to vote.

Organizing and elections
can change the world.
Together we are making—
and remaking—history. Let’s
keep it up!

Ben Jealous serves as pres-
ident of People For the
American Way and People
For the American Way
Foundation. Jealous has
decades of experience as a
leader, coalition builder,
campaigner for social justice
and seasoned nonprofit exec-
utive. In 2008, he was chosen
as the youngest-ever presi-
dent and CEO of the NAACP.
He is a graduate of Columbia
University and Oxford, where
he was a Rhodes Scholar. He
has taught at Princeton and
the University o
Pennsylvania.

Ben
Jealous

nation in the world, we can-
not afford to lose sight of our
mutual civic and moral
responsibilities to be our
“brothers’ and sisters’ keep-
ers.”

The following biblical
scripture reference should
apply to all urban public pol-
icymakers: “What you do
unto the least of these, you
do also unto me.” That is why
I use the term “prophetic pol-
itics” as the act of political
decision-making as a reaffir-
mation and practice of one’s
faith and commitment to
serve all of humankind fairly
and justly.

The Black Press of
America grew out of the

Black Church 194 years ago
with the publication of
Freedom’s Journal in New
York City in 1827 by John
Russwurm and The Reverend
Samuel Cornish. We knew
back then as we know today
that we must continue “to
plead our own cause” to
demand freedom and equali-
ty. This also means that we
are obligated to plead with
each other to treat one anoth-
er fairly and equitably as
well.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis,
Jr. is President and CEO of
the National Newspaper
Publishers Association
(NNPA) and Executive
Producer and Host of The
Chavis Chronicles (TCC) on
PBS TV stations across the
U.S. and can be reached at
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org.
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Wilmington, NC – Step Up
for Soldiers recently awarded
$70,000 to the Cape Fear
Community College
Foundation to be used for stu-
dent veteran scholarships.

Founded in 2004 by its cur-
rent president, Tom Russell,
Step Up for Soldiers is dedi-
cated to supporting members
of the Armed Forces. "We
wanted to give back to the sol-
diers and their families.
Family and education are
very important to us," said
Russell.

Step Up for Soldiers has
benefited the veteran com-
munity in many ways,
including installing wheel-
chair ramps and modifying
dozens of homes for disabled
veterans; running a food
bank program; sponsoring
the Southeast North Carolina
Veterans Day Parade; holding
a children's fishing tourna-
ment annually; building and
maintaining the Fallen
Soldier Memorial and the

Kramer House; and sending
packages to frontline troops.

"This is such a powerful
gift to those who have sacri-
ficed so much for our country
and their families," said
Shane Fernando, Vice
President of Advancement
and the Arts. "This scholar-
ship will change the lives of
many students in our com-
munity who are returning to
civilian life."

"The gift Step Up for
Soldiers awarded to CFCC
will be a great help to deserv-
ing veteran students and
their families for years to
come," said CFCC
Coordinator of Veterans
Affairs Jason Bocchino. "Mr.
Russell recognizes how
important higher education,
workforce training, and
achieving future growth is
for a veteran. This generous
group is committed to assist-
ing veteran students in build-
ing a future for their families
after their military careers."

Cameron Art Museum
(CAM) will host a virtual
telethon on Saturday, April 24
from 9 am – 3 pm on Facebook
Live:(https://www.facebook.c
om/CameronArtMuseumrais
e) to raise funds for Boundless,
new public sculpture by North
Carolina artist Stephen Hayes
commemorating the United
States Colored Troops (USCT).
The telethon will feature an
interview with Stephen
Hayes, as well as remarks
from supporters, historians,
re-enactors, and those
involved with the project.
CAM’s goal is to raise $75,000
in funds for the project, which
will go directly towards pay-
ing for the material for the
sculpture. Donors can partici-
pate by purchasing pavers to
be installed permanently at
the site or making a tax
deductible donation at any
level.

Located on the site of the
Battle of Forks Road on the

grounds of CAM, this life-size
bronze sculpture features the
life casts of 11 African
American men connected to
the Battle of Forks Road and
its story – USCT descendants,
re-enactors, veterans, and
local community leaders.
Josiah Patrick, one of the
young men in the sculpture, is
a descendant of four USCT
soldiers.

CAM stands on the site of
the Battle of Forks Road, a
Civil War skirmish whose
victory was won by the USCT
and led to the fall of
Wilmington, the
Confederacy’s last seaport.
Many of the African
American soldiers who
fought here were native to
this area, and after the war,
many stayed to build commu-
nity. These 1,600 USCT sol-
diers fought for the United
States, but they also fought
for their freedom and the
abolishment of slavery. Their

impact is significant, yet the
story is virtually unknown.

Artist Stephen Hayes says,
“As a black man in America,
you see the imagery of a
Black person in chains, being
whipped, begging, kneeling
and helpless. This project is
important to me because, as a
creator, I get to change that
narrative—by giving Black
soldiers a sense of honor and
pride.”

The USCT Project is timely
and necessary, as our nation
looks closely at issues of race
and systemic racism. This
project, with its goal of
engaging the community and
addressing race and racism
through programming that
contextualizes Stephen
Hayes’s USCT sculpture with
local history, will benefit
Wilmington, NC, a city strug-
gling to reconcile a tragic
past of white supremacy.

Durham-born artist
Stephen Hayes is the recipi-

ent of the 1858 Prize for
Contemporary South Art and
teaches at Duke University.
He is known for his figurative
work, specifically depicting

the African American experi-
ence. Hayes’s work has been
featured at the National
Cathedral, Winston Salem
State University, Duke

University, CAM Raleigh,
Rosa Parks Museum, African
American Museum of
Philadelphia, and Harvey B.
Gantt Center, among others.
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(L-R) CFCC's Veterans Affairs Coordinator, Jason Bocchino; Vice President of Advancement and the Arts,
Shane Fernando; Director of Philanthropy, Logan Thompson, and Senior Director of Financial Aid, Rachel
Cavenaugh receive a donation from Tom Russell, President of Step Up for Soldiers (Center)
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CCuurrttiiss  WWhheeeelleerr

Curtis Wheeler died March
13, 2021. Graveside service
was held on Saturday, March
20, 2021 at Calvary Memorial
Cemetery.

Curtis was born on June 8,
1982 to Curtis Hall and Willie
Mae Williams. He was the
oldest of here brothers.
Curtis was preceded in death
b his grandmother, Martha
Wheeler who he loved dearly.
He leaves a long-lasting
impression in all who knew
and loved him. Curtis, better
known to everyone as "Lil
Bo", loved cooking, fishing,
football and his BMW. Once
he graduated from high
school, he went on to get his
barber license, attended
welding school and also
obtained his associate in
accounting.

He leaves to cherish his
precious memories: his
mother, Willie Mae Williams
of Wilmington, NC; father,
Curtis Hall of Currie, NC;
brothers, Raheem Robinson,
Curtis Hall, Jr., and Michael
Chavis; aunts, Margaret
Fields, Sandra Johnson and
Edith Hall; uncles, Fred
Wheeler, Earnest Johnson,
Jr., Roderick Hall, Ernest
Hall and Stanley Hall;
nephew, Bryson Robinson;
niece, I'Nayah Wheeler; spe-
cial cousins, Shaquanta
Smythe, Derrick Oliver and
Antione Oliver; goddaughter,
A'Jourei Galloway; other rel-
atives and friends, including
special friends, Anthony,
Igkesias, Reggie and Que
Black. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

RRoobbeerrtt  SShhoorrtteerr,,  JJrr..

Robert Shorter, Jr., died
March 13, 2021. Funeral serv-
ice was held on Saturday,
March 20, 2021 at the Willie L.
Shaw, Jr. Memorial Chapel.

Robert, son of Robert
Shorter, Sr. and Latrasha
Allen was born on September
20, 1990. Junior was educated
in the New Hanover County
School System. He was well
known in the neighborhood
as a caring, concerned friend
to most and a fierce protector
of his family and friends to
all. He was a jokester and
loved poetry and rapping. He
lived his life out loud and had
an infectious laugh and a
carefree spirit. He was
known by many and loved by
most. He affectionately
called himself June the Goon
and June Bug. But, to his
close family he was Junior.

He was preceded in death
by two brothers, Jamel
Shorter and Roshad Bonte'
Jenkins. He leaves to cherish
his memories: four children,
Jakeelah Kelly, Zymira,
Zymir and Na'Zariyah
Shorter; his mother, Latrasha
Allen (Sinclair)' his father,
Robert Shorter, Sr.; sisters,
Danielle McClammy (Gil)
and Cyasia Shorter; brothers,
Demetric and William
Jenkins and Rokeem and

Rotez Shorter; grandmoth-
ers, Mrs. Alice Davis and Ms.
Lula Mae Shorter; great-
grandmother, Mrs. Bettie L.
Jenkins; aunts, uncles,
nieces, nephews, and a host
of other relatives and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

PPrreessttoonn  CCookkeerr

Preston Coker died on
March 16, 2021 Funeral serv-
ice was held on Saturday,
March 20, 2021 at the Willie L.
Shaw Jr. Chapel.

Preston Coker, Jr., son of
the late Sallie Mae Coker
Stokley and Preston
Washington Coker, Sr. was
born on September 27, 1938.
Preston was educated in the
New Hanover County School
System graduating from
Williston Industrial School.
He worked in the construc-
tion field as a brick mason
and tied steel. Preston
enjoyed playing the harmoni-
ca, singing, drawing, reading
and trading comic books. He
also served as a Bible School
teacher. He was married to
Lula Johnson Coker who pre-
ceded him in death. In addi-
tion to his parents and wife,
Preston was also preceded in
death by his son, Anthony
Troy Coker; brothers, Willie
Lee Coker, Buddy
Washington Coker, Robert
James Coker and Elvis Leroy
Coker and niece, Tanya
Coker.

Preston leaves to cherish
fond memories: three daugh-
ters, Cynthia Coker Morris,
Veronica L. Coker and Ruth
D. Coker all of Wilmington,
NC; one son, Lareno O. Coker
of Wilmington, NC; a host of
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren; one brother,
Wilbert V. Coker of Lake
Waccamaw, NC; one sister-in-
law, Fannie Burton (Jeff) of
Tennessee; one aunt, Mrs.
Mary E. Savage of Detroit,
MI; nieces, Ladoris Rush and
Sarah Coker both of
Wilmington, NC; several
great-nieces and great-
nephews; many, many
cousins, including, Mrs.
Darlene Rivers (Anthony) of
Detroit, MI, Mrs. Penny
Bryant (Eugene) of
Wilmington, NC, Mrs. Denice
Tucker and Family of
Virginia Beach, VA and
Michael Singleton of
Wilmington, NC; a host of
other relatives and friends
including a very, very, special
friend and pastor, Pastor
John Haynes. A Service of
John H. Shaw's Son Funeral
Home.

GGaarrddnneerr  LLeeee  KKeeaalloonn,,  SSrr..

Gardner Lee Kealon, Sr.,
died March 16, 2021. Funeral
service was held on Sunday,
March 21,2021 at The House
of Repentance, Leland, NC.

Gardner, son of the late
Zadie Olivia Kealon was born
on January 14, 1942. He grew
up in North Carolina and
attended East Arcadia High

School. He relocated to New
York in 1964. On March 13,
1965, Gardner joined in holy
matrimony to Shirley Ann
Holmes. Through this union,
five children were born. In
1972, the family returned to
North Carolina. Gardner
worked at Harrison Wright
(Ansco and Mastec) for forty
years until he retired, where
he was affectionately called
"Champ."  Gardner, along
with his wife Shirley opened
The House of Repentance
Ministries in 1999.where he
served as deacon until his
death. Gardner was preceded
in death by his wife of 53
years, Shirley Holmes Keaton
and his sibling, Lloyd Ellis
Kealon.

He leaves to cherish his
memory: daughters, Kecia
Kealon Samuel (Curley Jr.) of
Castle Hayne, NC, Chandi
Kealon and Davri Kealon of
Wilmington, NC; sons,
Gardner Lee Kealon, Jr.
(Victoria of Hampstead, NC
and Kirby Lamont Kealon
(Zorana) of Castle Hayne,
NC; 16 grandchildren; 18
great-grandchildren; sib-
lings, Amanda Kealon and
Eugene Kealon (Carolyn
deceased) of Kelly, NC,
Horace Kealon (Carolyn) and
Gene Irving Kealon (Annette
deceased) of Brooklyn, NY;
godson, Christopher
Crawford; goddaughter,
Bethany Hankins Iwunda;
special niece, Nicole Holmes
Hancock of Farmville, VA
and a host of nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends. A Service of John H.
Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

BBiillllyy  BBrroowwnn

Billy Brown died March 17,
2021. Graveside service was
held on Wednesday, March 24,
2021 at the Brown Batts
Cemetery, Hampstead, NC. A
Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

RRiittaa  WWiilllliiaammss

Rita Williams died March
17, 2021. Graveside service
will be held 1:00 p.m. on
Saturday, March 27, 2021.
Visitation will be from 5:30
p.m.-8:00 p.m.. on Friday. A
Service of John H. Shaw's
Son Funeral Home.

GGeerraalldd  MMoorrrriiss

Gerald Morris died March
19, 2021. Graveside service
will be held 1:00 p.m. on
Friday, March 26, 2021 at Pine
Forest Cemetery. Visitation
is from 5:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.. on
Thursday. A Service of John
H. Shaw's Son Funeral Home.

AAddkkiinnss  DDrraaiinn  FFuunneerraall  SSeerrvviiccee

Connie Drain Green
Funeral Director

Samuel Drain, Jr. 
and  Allene Drain 
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DISNEY+ has announced
they are restricting the view-
ing of “Dumbo,” “The
Aristocats” and “Peter Pan”
from its platform because of
their racist stereotypes.

The network will set its
app to prevent children
under seven from watching
those shows.

“The crows and musical
numbers pay homage to
racist minstrel shows, where
White performers with black-
ened faces and tattered cloth-
ing imitated and ridiculed
enslaved Africans on
Southern plantations,”
Disney officials noted about
“Dumbo” on its streaming
platform.

“The leader of the group in
Dumbo is Jim Crow, which
shares the name of laws that
enforced racial segregation
in the Southern United
States,” the statement contin-
ued.

As for Peter Pan, the once-
beloved character whom the
late Michael Jackson mim-

icked, Disney+ officials
noted, “the film portrays
Native people in a stereotypi-
cal manner that reflects nei-
ther the diversity of Native
peoples nor their authentic
cultural traditions.

“It shows them speaking in
an unintelligible language
and repeatedly refers to them
as ‘redskins,’ an offensive
term.”

They added that “Peter and
the Lost Boys engage in danc-
ing, wearing headdresses and
other exaggerated tropes.”

As for the Aristocrats,
Disney+ officials said, “The
Siamese cat Shun Gon is
depicted as a racist carica-
ture of East Asian peoples
with exaggerated stereotypi-
cal traits such as slanted eyes
and buck teeth.”

“He sings in poorly accent-
ed English voiced by a White
actor and plays the piano
with chopsticks.”

While the programming is
restricted against being
shown to small children, oth-
ers will still be able to watch
after viewing a new dis-
claimer that notes that the
program includes “negative
depictions and/or mistreat-

ment of people or cultures.
These stereotypes were
wrong then and are wrong
now.”

Disney+ officials also
defended their decision not to
remove the “offensive” films
altogether.

“Rather than remove this
content, we want to acknowl-
edge its harmful impact,
learn from it and spark con-
versation to create a more
inclusive future together,”
the company wrote.

Warnings will also tag
other shows like “The Lady
and the Tramp,” and “Swiss
Family Robinson.”

Disney+ joins a host of
other companies that have
acknowledged a racial and
cultural awakening since the
May 2020 death of George

Floyd, a Black man killed by
a White police officer in
Minnesota.

The owners of the Dr.
Seuss books announced earli-
er this month that it would no
longer publish six of its
books because of racist
imagery. The company noted
that the books “portray peo-
ple in ways that are hurtful
and wrong.”

New York Times columnist
Charles Blow also highlight-
ed what he viewed as the
incentive Looney Tunes char-
acter “Pepe Le Pew.”

Blow tweeted that the char-
acter was indicative to young
boys that non-consensual

behavior toward women was
ok.

“Let’s see. 1. He grabs/kiss-
es a girl/stranger repeatedly,
w/o consent and against her
will. 2. She struggles mightily
to get away from him, but he
won’t release her 3. He locks
a door to prevent her from
escaping,” Blow tweeted.

In a column preceding his
tweet, Blow wrote that
“racism must be exorcised
from culture, including, or
maybe especially, from chil-
dren’s culture. Teaching a
child to hate or be ashamed of
themselves is a sin against
their innocence and a weight
against their possibilities.”
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TELL SOMEBODYTELL SOMEBODY

““AA  CCllaarriioonn  CCaallll  FFoorr  PPrraayyeerr””

GG od is calling his peo-
ple to a lifestyle and
a lifetime of prayer.

Phillippians 4:6 says, "Be care-
ful for nothing; but in every-
thing by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known
unto God."  He knows all about
our trials and our struggles;
and he does not want us to
worry about a thing!  Yes, he
knows about  our frustrations
that come with trying to fix a
failing economy; and in the
midst of it all, he is ready, will-
ing, and able to hear and
answer our call.

Our nation and world prob-
lems are too enormous for one
man, be he the President of
the United States, or the Prime
Minister of France, King or
Queen of England. Kings,

queens, presidents, chancel-
lors, should bow before  God
Almighty in prayer, seeking
wisdom and guidance   to bless
and benefit  the people they
serve in leadership. Yes,

things are
bad, but we
are not with-
out HOPE. If
it's going to
be done, God
is going to
have to do it!
"For with
God, nothing
shall be
impossible."
Luke 1:37

says, "With men this is impos-
sible; but with God all things
are possible."

As God's people, we  realize
that though we are in the

world, we are not of this
world, and we have a responsi-
bility to be a part of the solu-
tion, not just the "problem."
Our job is to live a life that is
pleasing n His sight, and to
pray until something happens!
As a nation, without prayer
we are powerless to survive,
and cannot defeat our ene-
mies. On the other hand,
prayer changes things!
Somebody's got to Pray!  We
are all in this world together.
God have mercy on us all.
Jesus said in Luke 18:1, "And
he spake a parable unto them
to this end, that men ought
always to pray, and not to
faint."

IIff  MMyy  ppeeooppllee
"But know that the Lord

has set apart him that is godly
for himself: the Lord will

hear when I call unto him."
Psalm 4:3  Psalm 107:2, "Let
the redeemed of the Lord say
so, whom he hath redeemed
from the hand of the enemy."
We have a responsibility to
rally to the call of God upon
us to intercede in prayer for
the needs of our nation and
world.

WWhhiicchh  aarree  ccaalllleedd  bbyy  mmyy
nnaammee

"But ye are a chosen gener-
ation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light."  I
Peter 2:9, Our calling is high,
holy, and heavenly!  We were
called out of darkness to do
his will and to walk in the
light of his Word. We were

called according to his pur-
pose, to do his will on earth as
it is in heaven. (Romans 8:28)

SShhaallll  HHuummbbllee  tthheemmsseellvveess
aanndd  PPrraayy

James 4:10, "Humble your-
selves in the sight of the Lord,
and he shall lift you up."
Humility in prayer prepares
us to be in the presence of the
Lord. Isaiah 57:15b, "I dwell in
the high and holy place, with
him also that is of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive
the spirit of the humble, and
to revive the heart of the con-
trite ones.".

AAnndd  SSeeeekk  MMyy  FFaaccee
"Seek ye the Lord, while he

may be found, call ye upon
him while he is near…Isaiah
55:6 "And ye shall seek me,
and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your

heart."  Jeremiah 29:13  This is
a promise of God, which will
not fail, and which cannot lie.
God said it. That settles it!

"And ye shall seek me, and
find me, when ye shall search
for me with all your heart."

Tell Somebody!!!
"Mrs. Sylvia B. Hooper is a

native Wilmingtonian, mar-
ried to Pastor Johnson A.
Hooper. Pastor of Faith
Outreach COGIC,
Jacksonville, N.C.  She has a
heart for women's ministry ,
starting with young women
and  girls  ages 12 - 18, and
also branching out to women
of all ages. Her life's mission
includes the desire to  rescue
the perishing, comfort the
dying, and save the lost all in
the name of Jesus to the glory
of God the Father.

Sylvia
Hooper

Disney+ joins a host of other companies that have acknowledged a racial and cultural awakening since the
May 2020 death of George Floyd, a Black man killed by a White police officer in Minnesota.

DDiissnneeyy++  SSttrreeaammiinngg  SSeerrvviiccee  ppllaacceess  rreessttrriiccttiioonnss  oonn  ‘‘CCllaassssiiccss’’  wwiitthh  rraacciisstt  sstteerreeoottyyppeess

BBYY  SSTTAACCYY  MM..  BBRROOWWNN
NNPA NEWSWIRE SENIOR
NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

House Majority Whip James
Clyburn (D-S.C.) and
Congressman Dwight Evans
(D-Penn.) praised President Joe
Biden’s $1.9 trillion American
Rescue Plan and urged African
Americans to get vaccinated.

“Protect your children and
your grandchildren, protect
those who you come in contact
with,” Congressman Clyburn
stated during the annual
National Newspaper
Publishers Association Fund’s
(NNPAF) Black Press Week.

“Take the shot. It’s safe to
do,” the congressman declared
during an interview with Real
Times Media President and
CEO Hiram Jackson.

He noted that some would
experience side effects of some
sort, but each of the three vac-
cines offers a 95 percent rate of
effectiveness.

“If you have a 95 percent
chance – I would play the lot-
tery every day if I had a 95 per-
cent chance of winning,”
exclaimed Clyburn, who
received the NNPAF’s
Newsmaker of the Year Award.

Black Press Week began
opened with an enthusiastic
welcome from NNPAF Chair
and Marshall Broadcasting
Group CEO, Pluria Marshall
Jr., who introduced the theme,
“Black Business Challenges,
Responsibilities and
Opportunities Amidst COVID-
19 Pandemic.”

Like Clyburn, Evans also

championed both the vaccina-
tion and the American Rescue
Plan, which this month provid-
ed $1,400 stimulus payments to
most Americans.

“The Biden-Harris adminis-
tration determined that we had
to first crush the virus and get
shots in the arms of the peo-
ple,” Evans stated.

“Small businesses, particu-
larly Black-owned, are the
backbone of the economy. The
American Rescue Plan recog-
nizes that and makes grants
and loans available to small
businesses, including the Black
Press, and that is a major step.
President Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris have
shown the kind of leadership
and understanding the needs of
getting this economy back – if
not better.”

The American Rescue Plan
allows for the first $10,200 of
unemployment payments tax-
free, and those who receive
food stamps will see a 15 per-
cent increase in those benefits
through September.

Families whose children’s
schools have remained closed
are also in line to receive EBT
benefits through the summer.

The legislation sends $350
billion to state and local gov-
ernments, including $20 billion
to help low-income households
cover back rent and utility bills
and $14 billion for vaccine
research, development, and
distribution.

It also contains a provision
that allows families with minor
children to claim a more con-
siderable tax credit this year.

Those who qualify would

receive a child tax credit of
$3,600 for each child under six.

Families will also receive
$3,000 for each under age 18, up
from the current credit of up to
$2,000 per child under age 17.

Food stamp recipients will
receive a 15 percent increase
through September, and $15 bil-
lion will go to the Emergency
Injury Disaster Loan Program,
which provides long-term, low-
interest loans from the Small
Business Administration.

Severely impacted small
businesses with fewer than ten
workers will receive priority
for some of the money.
Additionally, more people will
qualify for higher premium
subsidies through the

Affordable Care Act while
$8.5 billion is earmarked for
rural hospitals and health care
providers.

Evans said the Biden-Harris
administration, which is tour-
ing the country to discuss the
American Rescue Plan’s
importance, believes the Black
Press is essential in getting the
word out.

“I understand the signifi-
cance of the Black Press to
building back better,” Evans
remarked.

“The Black Press is a major
player in this rebuild. And
when you talk about the Black
Press in terms of the economy,
there’s no way in the world you
can talk about building back
better without the participa-
tion of the Black Press. The
president and the vice presi-
dent fully understand how the
Black Press plays in this equa-
tion.”

CCoonnggrreessss  mmeemmbbeerrss  uurrggee  
vvaacccciinnaattiioonn  dduurriinngg  BBllaacckk  PPrreessss  WWeeeekk
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, Rick E. Graves,
having qualified on the 15th day of
February, 2021, as Executor of the
estate of William Tommie Hill
(21-E-0243, deceased, this is to
notify all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against said
that they must present them to the
undersigned at Graves May PLLC,
c/o Attorney Rick Graves, 5700
Oleander Dr., Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28403,  on or before the
1st day of June, 2021, or the
claims will be forever barred there-
after, and this notice will be pleaded
in bar of  recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 24th day of February, 2021

Rick E. Graves, Executor Estate of
William Tommie Hill
Rick Graves
GRAVES MAY PLLC
5700 Oleander DR.
Wilmington, NC 28403

March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
executrix of the estate of Shirley S.
Apperson, deceased, of the New
Hanover County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims
against the estate to exhibit them to
the undersigned on or before the
11th day of June, 2021, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and cor-
porations indebted to said estate
please make immediate payment to
the undersigned.

This the 11th day of March, 2021

Debra J. Thumann, Executrix
2964 Pullen Drive
Leland, NC 28451

March 11, 18, 25, April 1, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
executor of the estate of Leatha
Brown Griffith, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 25th day of June,
2021, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 25th day of March, 2021

Robert Whitney, Executor
321 Springdale Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28405

March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 2021

MEETING NOTICE

A meeting of the Wilmington
Urban Area MPO Board will be
held on Wednesday, March 31,
2021 at 3pm. As a precaution
during the COVID-19 pandemic
and pursuant to Sec. 4.31 of SB
704 (S.L. 2020 3), the meeting
will be conducted remotely from
the Wilmington Convention
Center, 10 Convention Center
Drive, in Wilmington, NC. The
meeting will be simultaneously
streamed live online at
https://zoom.us/join or by dial-
ing-in to 646-876-9923 and
entering Meeting ID 824 9175
3769. Public comments may be
submitted in advance by email-
ing wmpo@wilmingtonnc.gov or
by leaving a message at (910)
341-3258 before 5pm on March
30th. Public comments will be
played or read aloud by staff
during the meeting. Per the
adopted Public Participation
Plan, public comments shall be
limited to three minutes each.

Mike Kozlosky
Executive Director
Wilmington Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning
Organization

March 25, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified on the 23rd day of
February, 2021, as Administrator
CTA of the Estate of LYNN
REYNOLDS SMYTHE, Deceased,
late of New Hanover County, North
Carolina, this is to notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the decedent to
exhibit the same to the
Administrator CTA, Vivian M. Jarvis,
at 1114 Slocum Trail - Atkinson, NC
28421, on or before the 2nd day of
June, 2021, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the estate should make
immediate payment.

This 24th day of February, 2021.

Vivian M. Jarvis, Adm. CTA
Attorney for the Estate:
J. Wesley Casteen, Esq., CPA
Carolina Legal Counsel
P.O. Box 12028
Wilmington, North Carolina 28405
Telephone (910) 256-3364

March 4, 11, 18, and 25, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executrix of the
Estate of Kimberly Kismet
Vincent (21-E-344), late of New
Hanover County, North Carolina
the undersigned does hereby noti-
fy all persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the
estate of said decedent to exhibit
them to the undersigned at 701
Market Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401 on or before June
11, 2021 or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the said estate will
please make immediate payment
to the undersigned.

This the 11th day of March, 2021.

Chantel Lane
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

March 11, 18, 25, April 1, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as executrix of the estate of Paul
J. Bailor, Jr., deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned on
or before the 11th day of June,
2021, or this notice will be plead-
ed in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms and corporations
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 11th day of March, 2021

Patricia Moroz, Executrix
264 Shannon Dr.
Wilmington, NC 28409

March 11, 18, 25, April 1, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified
as executor of the estate of Gerald
Weiss Teachey Williamson,
deceased, of the New Hanover
County, North Carolina, does here-
by notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against the
estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 11th
day of June, 2021, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to said
estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 11th day of March, 2021

Stuart Everett Brewington,
Executor
704 Bladen St.
Wilmington, NC 28401

March 11, 18, 25, April 1, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executrix of the
Estate of Patricia Slachetka (21-
E-383), late of New Hanover
County, North Carolina the under-
signed does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401
on or before June 18, 2021 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 18th day of March, 2021.

Mary Margaret Washeleski
c/o Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

March 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified on the 23rd day of
February, 2021, as Administrator of
the Estate of PATRICIA MAE
SMYTHE, Deceased, late of New
Hanover County, North Carolina, this
is to notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
the decedent to exhibit the same to
the Administrator, Vivian M. Jarvis,
at 1114 Slocum Trail - Atkinson, NC
28421, on or before the 2nd day of
June, 2021, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to the estate should make
immediate payment.

This 24th day of February, 2021.

Vivian M. Jarvis, Administrator
Attorney for the Estate:
J. Wesley Casteen, Esq., CPA
Carolina Legal Counsel
P.O. Box 12028
Wilmington, North Carolina 28405
Telephone (910) 256-3364

March 4, 11, 18, and 25, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

The undersigned, having qualified as
executor  of the estate of Gary
Jones Collins, deceased, of the
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all per-
sons, firms and corporations having
claims against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned on or
before the 18th day of June,
2021, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All persons,
firms and corporations indebted to
said estate please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 18th day of February, 2021

Gary Jones Collins, II, Executor
812 S 14th St.
Wilmington, NC 28401
March 18, 25, April 1, April 8, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER
In Re the Estate of Thomas

Redin Morris, Deceased

Having qualified as Personal
Representative of the Estate of
Thomas Redin Morris, Deceased,
late of New Hanover County, North
Carolina, the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms,
corporations and/or other legal
entities having claims against the
estate to present them to the
undersigned at the address given
below on or before June 18, 2021
or same will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery. All persons indebted
to said estate please make immedi-
ate payment.

On this day,March 18, 2021

Thomas P. Jaski,
Personal Representative
c/o Sherman Law, P.C.
by Scott G. Sherman,
Attorney for the Personal
Representative
3965-B Market Street
Wilmington, NC  28403

March 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Administrator of
the Estate of Kevin Null (20-E-
335), late of New Hanover County,
North Carolina the undersigned
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned at 701 Market Street,
Wilmington, North Carolina, 28401
on or before June 18, 2021 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery.  All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 18th day of March, 2021.

Charlotte Noel Fox
Craige & Fox, PLLC
701 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

March 18, 25, April 1, 8, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Executor of the
Estate of LIBBY JOHNSON, late of
New Hanover County, North
Carolina, the undersigned does
hereby notify all persons, firms or
corporations having claims against
the Estate to present them to the
undersigned on or before June 2,
2021, or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.  All per-
sons, firms or corporations indebt-
ed to said Estate will please make
immediate payment to the under-
signed.

This 4th day of March 2021.

EVA JOYCE KOLAJO, c/o/ Nicole
Henderson, Law Offices of Nicole
Henderson, PLLC 19109 West
Catawba Ave. Suite 200, Cornelius,
NC 28031

March 4, 11, 18, 25, 2021

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
JUVENILE SESSION

FILE NO.  18 JT 168-170

IN THE MATTER OF:
N.D.   (DOB:  03/19/2018)
J.M.   (DOB:  10/14/2014)
J.D.   (DOB:   04/07/2009)

TO: RESPONDENT: EARL
MILLER, LEGAL FATHER OF
THE ABOVE CAPTIONED
FEMALE AND MALE CHILDREN
BORN IN WILMINGTON, NEW
HANOVER COUNTY AND
DURHAM COUNTY, NORTH
CAROLINA TO TIRA DAVIS.

Take notice that a
pleading seeking relief against
you has been filed in the above-
entitled action.  The nature of the
relief being sought is as follows:

Termination of all
parental rights you have to the
above-captioned minor children.

You are required to
make defense to such pleading
within forty (40) days following
March 11,2021 which date is the
date of first publication of this
Notice.  Upon your failure to do
so, the party seeking service
against you will apply to the Court
for the relief sought. You have the
right to attend this hearing and
you have the right to be repre-
sented by counsel and can apply
for court appointed counsel.

Attorney Brian Moore
was previously appointed to rep-
resent Earl Miller, and he can be
reached at 705 N. Front Street,
Wilmington, NC 28401 or (910)
362-1100.

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT A HEARING ON
THE PETITION TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS IS
SCHEDULED FOR April 19, 2021,
AT 9:30 A.M. or as soon there-
after as it may be heard, at the
Division of Juvenile Justice, 138
N. 4th Street, Wilmington, North
Carolina, 28401.  

This the 4th day of March, 2021.

Karen F. Richards
Staff Attorney - New Hanover
County
Department of Social
Services
1650 Greenfield Street
Wilmington, NC  28401
(910) 798-3526

March 11, 18, 25, 2021

mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
mailto:wilmjournads@aol.com
https://zoom.us/join
mailto:wmpo@wilmingtonnc.gov


EAEAGLE ISLANDGLE ISLAND
FRFRUIT & SEAFOODUIT & SEAFOOD

Highway 421 North
Wilmington, NC 28401

“Biggest Little“Biggest Little
SStore tore YYou Everou Ever

Saw”Saw”
LIVE BAIT & TACKLE

762-1193762-1193

John Wilder
Independent Associate

Executive Director
Small Business & Group 

910-297-0925 or 888-286-0168
Opportunity Info 206-209-2022

www.Jwilder1.com

Home 910-675-1250
Cell 910-540-4406
Office 910-675-3840

NC LICENSE #2473
NATION WIDE SERVICE

3-N-1 BAIL
BONDING CO.

Owner/Operator
Mary C. Nixon

Bail Bonding Agent

P.O. Box 12831
Wilmington, NC 28405

“Trust me for all your
life insurance needs...

permanent, term, 
universal & retirement.”

State Farm  Insurance Companies
Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Henry B. Brown
Agent

CALL ME

2816-A South College Rd.
Wilmington, NC 28412

Bus.: 910-395-2300
Home: 910-794-9359
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OWEN METTS REALTY
We can help! 

We specialize in the
following services:

• Buying, selling, or 
investments real estate 

• Real estate consulting services
• Loan modifications, 

foreclosure counseling
• Credit and budget 

counseling
•HUD Register Agent

•Estate Planning

NEW LISTINGS NEEDED
DO YOU WANT TO SELL OR RENT

YOUR PROPERTY?
WE MAY HAVE A BUYER OR RENTER

WAITING FOR YOUR PROPERTY
DO YOU WANT TO PURCHASE PROPERTY?

Please call us first 
TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

321 North Front Street • Phone: 910-763-3777 
Cell: 910-297-6997

Email: ometts@yahoo.com
ww.owenmettsrealty.com

OWEN E. METTS, SR., 
Licensed Realtor/Broker, Certified Housing Counselor

Phil Corbett
Owner

P & B COLLISON REPAIR

Phone (910) 470-1138
Fax (910) 283-5215

8584 Slocum Trail
Atkinson, NC 28421

FFIIRRSSTTFFIIRRSSTT

THE BENEFIT CONNECTION
We can help you! 

When  experience matters, Call us today!

Monday - Friday 9 am-5 pm * 910.763.3777 

We represent several insurance companies 

Owen E. Metts, Sr., Licensed Agent

The Benefit Connection 
321 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
910.763.3777 Phone

910.297.6997 Cell

We can help you save money!

Personal and professional

service for over 30 years. 

We specialize in: 
Health, life, disability, dental,

group and individuals 
Roth IRAs, 401-k's, 403-b's, annuities 

Long term care and Medicare supplements 
Regardless of your health or age 

CALL US TODAY. 

SOUTH KERR
AUTO SERVICE

OWEN METTS
REALTY

(Coach) Columbus Pridgen
Bail Bonding

Make That One Phone Call Count 
Mobile Phone:910-616-2519

Mobile Phone: 910-512-1372

Columbus Pridgen
Owner/Operator

Identify Theft: America’s Fasting Growing Crime!
Think you’re not at risk? Unfortunately you are.
Do you...
hand your credit card to servers at restaurants?
sign your credit cards?
supply personal information over the internet?
keep your Social Security number in your wallet or purse?
leave mail at your home or business for the postal carrier to collect?
throw away mail with personal information without shredding it?

Have you......
thought about writing or revising your will?
been audited by the IRS?
purchased a home?
been a defendant in a civil lawsuit?
signed a contract of any kind?
paid a bill you thought was unfair?
received an inaccurate credit report?
received a moving traffic violation you thought was unjustified?
had any type of legal question?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FOR YOUR LIFE
Your Family• Your Will• Your Money• Your Retirement•Your Car

272 N. Front Street, Suite 300
Post Office Box 2279

Wilmington North Carolina 28402-2279
Email: pgrear@grearlaw.com
Phone: (910) 763-4671
Facsimile: (910) 763-0925
Toll Free (800) 222-8009

Areas of Practice:
New Hanover, Pender,

Brunswick, Columbus, &
Duplin Counties

Appointments only:
For cost and details: www.grearlaw.com

 CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY
AUTO ACCIDENTS
WORKERS COMPENSATION
 SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY
 TRAFFIC  TICKETS
WILLS & ESTATES

 POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 DEED PREPARATION
 BUSINESS FORMATIONS
 CREDIT REPAIR

(Nationwide)
 ELDER LAW

Peter Grear, Attorney at Law

•On site mobile repair
•All minor and major

repairs 
•Foreign and Domestic

•New and used tires
•Valet service

OIL CHANGE $34.95
BRAKES $40.00 + PARTS

223B S. Kerr Ave.
Wilmington, NC 28403

910-233-7977

SAM
NEWKIRK

DUDLEY HAIR PRODUCTS
ARE STILL HERE @ 

DOTTIE’S BEAUTY COURT, 
CASTLE HAYNE, NC

ATTENTION: USE DUDLEY’S
“SCALP & SKIN ANTISEPTIC

WITH NATURAL OIL” 
IT WILL HELP KEEP THE

BODY SAFE FROM COVID-19, 
IT IS GREAT FOR THE SKIN.

CALL 910-617-7398…
910-675-9952, LV. MSG

“For The right Approach
Call Coach”

NOW OPEN!!

http://www.Jwilder1.com
mailto:ometts@yahoo.com
mailto:pgrear@grearlaw.com
http://www.grearlaw.com
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